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	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies

News : items of interest to travel journalists   

Leads : story ideas 

· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 

A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 

Ongoing initiatives

Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities

Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

Travel guides : that will offer review copies

· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency. 

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Eskaya Beach Resort and Spa in the Philippines

Eskaya Beach Resort and Spa in the Philippines is set amongst 40 acres of lush tropical gardens on the Panglao Island. The resort comprises 15 private villas.


The name “Eskaya” refers to the only known indigenous people of Bohol, Philippines. It is in Panglao Island, which is at the southernmost tip of Bohol. It is located halfway through Panglao along its coast facing the Bohol Sea.

Visit www.eskayabeach.com. For press trips contact Kylie Jenkins kylie@goshpr.co.uk.

The Royal Shakespeare Company, Stratford-upon-Avon

Royal Shakespeare and Swan Theatres, at Stratford-upon-Avon, has reopened following a three and a half year £112.8m transformation. 

The RSC’s 50th birthday season in the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, from April to November 2011, includes productions of Macbeth, The Merchant of Venice and A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

The Swan Theatre season includes Cardenio, Shakespeare’s ‘lost play’.

Visit : www.rsc.org.uk/press. For press tickets contact : Dean Asker at dean.asker@rsc.org.uk 

Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland

The extensive Atholl country estate has six historic lodges, five modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. 

Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. 

Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. For press trip facilities contact : Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.  

Congo and Central African Republic (CAR)

The Congo Basin national parks, Nouabale-Ndoki and Dzanga-Ndoki, receive just a handful of visitors a year, mostly the preserve of scientists and film makers. 

These remote parks are home to incredibly diverse wildlife including forest elephants, leopards and endemic birds. 

The Congo and CAR parks also provide Africa's newest and most adventurous wildlife experience for intrepid travellers providing access to the world's only habituated western lowland gorilla silverbacks with the Ba'Aka, the Central African indigenous people, who serve as gorilla trackers and the cornerstones of the gorilla habituation programme. 

African and Indian Explorations offers travel packages to the area which includes transfers, meals, accommodation (bed and breakfast basis in Brazzaville) one gorilla permit per person, porters, drinking water, park entry permits, traditional net hunting and plant gathering with Ba'Aka and regional flights.

Visit : www.africanexplorations.com. To discuss media visits and feature ideas, contact: Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independentpr.co.uk.

The Bermondsey Square Hotel, London 

The Bermondsey Square Hotel, London, has become part of Hip Hotels – an exclusive collection of highly individual and independent hotels based in locations throughout the world.

Opened in April 2009, Bermondsey Square Hotel is a boutique hotel comprising 80 contemporary rooms, with a 90-seat restaurant serving modern English fare from ingredients sourced locally at the nearby Borough Market. 

It was voted the trendiest hotel in England by the 2010 TripAdvisor® Travellers' Choice® awards and 5th in the European category.

Visit www.bermondseysquarehotel.co.uk. To review the hotel contact : 

Louise Swanne at louise@rivapr.co.uk.

West Palm Beach, Florida

West Palm Beach, on Florida’s east coast, has undergone a remarkable regeneration in recent years.

As a result the downtown area is now a vibrant dining, entertainment and shopping district, which leads onto the now stunning West Palm Beach waterfront.

Within easy walking distance of downtown, the one time, run-down, historic neighborhoods' have been reclaimed and restored by passionately committed community associations.

Just over the bridge is the resort island of Palm Beach with bike trails taking you to pristine beaches, the mansions of the very rich and famous and the ultimate in exclusive shopping on Worth Avenue.  

The MacArthur Beach State Park, on Singer Island, or a visit to the Everglades at Riverbend Park are short drives away.

Grandview Gardens Bed and Breakfast

The Grandview Gardens Bed and Breakfast - Rick and Peter's place - epitomises the renaissance of West Palm Beach.

From a run down 1925 property in the Grandview Heights historic neighbourhood, the two have worked tirelessly to create accommodation that reflects the original Spanish Mediterranean architecture of the district.

The result is a welcoming B&B of genuine individuality, great style and character and intimacy.

Visit : www.palmbeachfl.com and grandviewinfo@grandview-gardens.com. For a press review contact : Rick Rose at rick.rose@grandview-gardens.com. 

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

Preston Guild

Preston Guild is a unique celebration dating back to origins in 1179 that occurs only once every 20 years in the Lancashire City of Preston. The next Guild is in 2012 where a series of ceremonial and celebratory events will take place. This is a fantastic opportunity for writers to experience this once in a generation event, which is unique to Preston! Although steeped in history this will be our 1st Guild in the 21st centruy and our 10 year celebration of becoming a City in 2002. Preston is also the European City of Sport for 2012. We will be looking back to look forward using arts, culture, sports and community to mark this occassion.

Visit : www.prestonguild2012.com. Contact : Gayle Hewitt at g.hewitt@preston.gov.uk



Worcester County, USA

Worcester County is Maryland's only coastal county and includes the very popular Ocean City and Assateague Island National Seashore- home of the wild ponies who roam freely on the barrier island. Explore coastal communities like Berlin, Snow Hill and Pocomke City- all have great arts and entertainment. Paddle on our bays, creeks and rivers including the scenic Pocomoke River. Dine,shop or play a round of championship golf.

Visit : www.visitworcester.org. Contact : Lisa Challenger at lisac@co.worcester.md.us
The Cyprus Tourism Organisation

The Cyprus Tourism Organisation (CTO) promotes Tourism within the Republic by using all possibilities and resources available.

Visit : www.visitcyprus.com. Contact : Maria Socratous at MariaSokratous@visitcyprus.com. 

The Hampton Hotel, Dublin

Hampton Hotel Dublin is located in the popular suburb of Donnybrook. This 4-star boutique hotel is situated in close proximity to the Royal Dublin Society, the National Concert Hall and a selection of Dublin’s finest restaurants. Offering guests 24 beautifully styled guest bedrooms, hampton hotel Dublin is housed in a stunning period building. The property has retained all its Georgian charm while providing a unique stylish touch and modern amenities. In addition, this boutique hotel boasts an exclusive nightclub and a stylish bistro.

Visit : www.hamptonhotel.ie. Contact : Christiane Foller at christiane.foller@hamptonhotel.ie. 

Teletu, Italy 

Teletu offers a wide range of personalized services in tenice and the Veneto area, which are designed to help travellers make the best use of their time and money, precious commodities in today's world.

Visit : www.teletu.it. Contact : Mario Piccinin at mariopiccinin@teletu.it. 


Travel News Syndicate

Travel News Syndicate distributes ready-to-use press releases to a network of over 3500 media outlets for their immediate and unlimited use. Their Travel Media Editorial Placement Leads Newsletter includes journalists' current and ongoing editorial needs. These timely leads are distributed to a variety of businesses, such as: accommodations, adventure companies, attractions, museums, CVBs/tourism bureaus, PR Firms and more. Your journalist membership is free.

Visit : www.mckenziepr.com  Contact : Paul McKenzie at info@bestromanticinns.com. 



Agencies

PlanBA

PlanBA is a British-run, Buenos Aires based luxury tour operator specialising in tailor-made holidays in Argentina, Chile and Uruguay. With their base in Buenos Aires, they never have to rely on second-hand information: they know the hotels and their individual rooms; they eat at the restaurants they recommend and travel continuously throughout the region sourcing exceptional local guides and discovering the best kept secrets.

Visit : www.planba.comContact : Harry Hastings at info@planba.com 

WixHill

WixHill is a communications and marketing company offering public relations, brand marketing and change management skills with particular specialisations across lifestyle and travel, real estate, branding and strategic planning.

Visit : www.wixhill.co.ukContact : Fiona Roberts at fiona@wixhill.co.uk
	News


Sandals, Jamaica

Sandals Resorts International (SRI) is reinvigorating its product with multi-million dollar development projects at its Sandals Grande Ocho Rios Beach & Villa Golf Resort, Sandals Whitehouse European Village & Spa resort and Beaches Boscobel Resort & Golf Club in Jamaica

Visit www.sandals.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Shenston at sarah.shenston@sandals.co.uk. 

VisitBritain

National tourism agency VisitBritain has soared into the top 30 most popular brands on Twitter, with its main feed @VisitBritain at number 16 in the latest league table of companies. Its web visitbritain.com, voted the world’s best national tourism organisation website, is also available in 21 languages.

Contact : Mark Di-Toro at mark.di-toro@visitbritain.org. 

Etihad Airways

Etihad Airways, the national airline of the United Arab Emirates, has been awarded the title of “World’s Leading Airline” for a second consecutive year at the World Travel Awards (WTA).

Visit : www.etihad.ae. Contact : Belinda de Rome at bderome@etihad.ae.

Qatar Airways

Qatar Airways will start flights to Aleppo, Syria, starting from 6 April 2011, its 100th destination.

The airline launched 13 years ago, with four aircraft and now has 91.

Aleppo is a UNESCO World Heritage site and one of the oldest cities in the world. It will be the airline’s second destination in Syria, after Damascus.

Visit : www.qatarairways.com. Contact : qrmedia@qatarairways.com.qa
	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Hangar8

Hangar8, is one of Europe’s largest private jet operators with a fleet of 19 aircraft including the largest charter fleet of mid-sized Hawker jets in the world. 

Hangar8 would be delighted to showcase their fleet of jets should Alliance members wish to get a behind the scenes insight at their base at London Oxford Airport. 

Visit www.hangar8.co.uk. Contact : Gail Palmer at gail@ktapr.com.

Park Hyatt New York

The Park Hyatt new York will open in 2010 at 157 West 57th Street between Avenue of the Americas and Seventh Avenue, across from Carnegie Hall. The 210-room hotel will be part of a 90-story mixed-use tower that will also feature 135 Thomas Juul-Hansen-designed luxury condominiums with views of Central Park and the New York skyline.

Visit www.parkhyatt.com. Contact : Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.

The Verde Valley Wine Trail, Arizona

Forty Painted wine barrels have been painted and sprinkled and are on display in wineries, tasting rooms, and businesses along the Verde Valley Wine Trail, Arizona.

The barrels will be auctioned off with proceeds going to support the Yavapai College Viticulture Program located in Cottonwood. 

The Verde Valley is a very artistic community and the Painted Barrels provides a great opportunity for visitors to connect with the artists.

Visit : www.vvwinetrail.com. Contact : Alexa Gunther at alexa@azcomgroup.com. 

Appassionata

Appassionata is a UK based business specialising in the restoration of properties in the region of Le Marche, Italy.

Visit : www.appassionata.com. Contact : Elyssa Fagan at efagan@championsukplc.com. 

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

International Circus Festival of Monte Carlo

20 to 30 January 2011 (annual) 

Held in Monaco the International Circus Festival of Monte Carlo is organised by Princess Stephanie. Visit : www.montecarlofestivals.com. Contact : reservation@montecarlofestival.mc.

Art Palm Beach, United States

20 to 24 January 2011 (annual)

Art Palm Beach sees international galleries present contemporary art, photography, video, installation art, public sculpture, & design. Visit : www.artpalmbeach.com. Contact : info@ifae.com. 

Golden Raspberry (RAZZIE) Awards, United States

February 2011

31st Golden Raspberry awards aka Razzie awards nominations announced, for worst movies & performances. 

Visit : www.razzies.com. Contact : John Wilson at HeadRAZZberry@razzies.com.

Empire State Building Run-Up, United States

1 February 2011 (annual)

Empire State Building Run-Up, annual international race up 86 flights of stairs & 1,576 steps from the ground floor lobby to the Observation Deck that looms nearly a quarter of a mile above Fifth Avenue. 

Runners from around the world participate by invitation only based on athletic ability & background


Visit : www.nyrr.org. Contact : Sara Hunninghake at shunninghake@nyrr.org.

Show Harley, Montreal, Canada

11 and 12 February 2011 (annual) 

Show Harley - Harley-Davidson motorbike show. Visit : www.showharley.com.  Contact :  info@montrealproduction.com.

Trinidad Carnival, Port of Spain, Trinidad & Tobago

7 and 8 March 2011 (annual)

Largest carnival in the Caribbean. Features parades, mas (costume) camps and calypso tents, as well as the Panorama Steel Band Competition. 

Visit : www.visitTNT.com. Contact : trinbago@ihml.com. 

New Orleans Mardi Gras, Louisiana, USA

8 March 2011 (annual, 155th)

Hundreds of parades, floats and marching bands converge on New Orleans and one million visitors. 

Visit : www.mardigrasneworleans.com. Contact : Christine DeCuir at cdecuir@neworleanscvb.com.

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Sidney & Berne Davis Art Center, Fort Myers, Florida

The Sidney & Berne Davis Art Center, located in the historic federal building in downtown Fort Myers, is the flagship of an arts revival in Fort Myers.

Opened in 1933 as a Post Office, the building was converted to a Federal Building in the 1960s before being abandoned and left to fall into complete disrepair.

It became the Sidney & Berne Davis Art Center became dedicated to preserving this historical monument and in bringing world-renowned artists and performers to Southwest Florida for entertainment and educational outreach programs. 

The Center now hosts concerts, art festivals, charity benefits and gala events to support the arts and local community. It also serves as a platform for budding artists to showcase their work. 


Visit : www.sbdac.com. Contact : jimgriffith@gmail.com.

Palau

Palau is an island nation in the Pacific Ocean, some 500 miles east of the Philippines and 2,000 miles south of Tokyo. It comprises an archipelago of more than 586 islands with about 20,000 inhabitants. 

Consistently ranked as one of the world's best dive destinations, Palau has spectacular water features and beaches, the Rock Islands and Jellyfish Lake and more than 1,400 species of fish and 500 species of coral.

The Sense of Wonder ECO Tour, an environmental and education program, includes kayaking through the mangrove forests, nature games and a tour through Palau's many historical remains, to name a few of the features.

Guests enjoy close encounters of Palau's endemic plants and animals; up close spiritual encounters; lessons on cultural legends; tours of historical remains such as stone monoliths; and a sumptuous Palauan lunch.

Visit www.visit-palau.com. Contact : Kadoi Ruluked at kadoi.pva@visit-palau.com. 


The Montserrat Reef Project

Montserrat's, the Caribbean British overseas territory in the Leeward Islands has coral reefs alive with a variety of exotic undersea life.

The Montserrat Reef Project is an artificial reef care project, which aims to create an exciting attraction for visitors while protecting the marine ecosystem at the same time. Work is well underway on the project, which entails dome shaped structures with holes to increase coral growth. 

Eighty of these structures were initially planned, however thanks to the support of the islanders and Montserrat Tourist Board so far 150 reef balls have been built. The reef’s exact location is still to be decided by the local community but it will be on the western side of the island.

 
Visit www.montserratreefproject.com. Contact : Tom Panagos at tom@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

Zimbabwe 

More often courting controversy than tourists, Zimbabwe is home to some of Africa’s finest yet least-visited wildlife areas.

· Ivory Lodge is situated in the Hwange National Park, famous for its “giant tuskers”. Set deep in the mystical teak forests, Ivory Lodge sits in its own 6,000 acre conservancy bordering the national park.

· Situated just off the shoreline of the Matusadona National Park, on its own island on Lake Kariba, Musango Safari Camp is an owner-run retreat. The six large safari tents and two spacious honeymoon suites with private plunge pools are set in thick forest, all facing east over the lake. 

· Set high above the Zambezi River and Batoka Gorge, just downstream of the Victoria Falls, Gorges Lodge has views from the ten luxury chalets. A special feature at the lodge is an all day tiger fishing excursion to Sidinda Island Lodge, approximately 80 kilometres further downstream. This white water and exclusive use area provides some of Zimbabwe's best tiger fishing. 

Visit : www.zambezi.com. To discuss media visits and feature ideas, contact: Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independentpr.co.uk.

Cycling and walking adventure tours in South Australia

Travellers looking for action and adventure in South Australia 

Adelaide-based Adventure Collective runs a range of cycling and walking tours in South Australia :

· Cycle from Gulf to Gulf departing from Port Augusta in South Australia and finishing in Karumba in Queensland. This epic 30-day journey, designed for cyclists of all levels and ages, includes the Mawson Trail taking in the Flinders Ranges, the legendary Birdsville Track including Outback towns and remote stations. 

· Cycle Tour Down Under Spectator Packages – Adventure Collective is the official tour operator for Santos Tour Down Under to be held in Adelaide and regional South Australia between 16th – 23rd January 2011. 

· Kangaroo Island Walking Tour is a four-day walking tour of Kangaroo Island, perfect for nature lovers with its dramatic coastlines, sheltered beaches, pristine bush land, dense forests and sweeping sand dunes. Wildlife that can be seen in its natural habitat includes wallabies, koalas, goannas, kangaroos, sea lions, sea lions, fur seals and abundant birdlife. 

· Active Kangaroo Island Cycling Tour is a three-day cycling tour of Kangaroo Island designed for cyclists to enjoy the quiet roads and sleepy villages, as well as getting up close to the fabulous wildlife. One of the highlights is exploring Flinders Chase National Park. 

· Active Barossa Cycling Tour is perfect for wine lovers as this two-day cycling tour travels through one of Australia’s most famous wine regions visiting wineries, learning about local winemaking techniques, enjoying wine tastings and gourmet picnic-style lunches whilst cycling through some of the most stunning countryside in Australia. 

· Pure Barossa Cycling Tour is a sumptuous three-day gourmet cycling tour of the wine capital of Australia, with highlights including visiting boutique wineries, wine tastings, fine dining at top restaurants and sightseeing at historic attractions. 

All tours include transport as required by the specific itinerary, tour guide, accommodation and some meals. 

Visit : www.southaustralia.com and www.adventurecollective.com.au.  To discuss media visits and feature ideas contact: Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independentpr.co.uk.

AdventureSmith Explorations

AdventureSmith Explorations is the global leader in small ship, adventure cruise vacations.

During 2011 the company will be offering 41 land-based tours including :

Baja Intimate Insider, which combines Cabo with authentic Old Mexico in Todos Santos. Guests take in a working rancho with the caballeros, potters and owners who live and work much as they have for the past 200 years.  There is also exclusive visits to art galleries and meetings with the artists.

Salkantay Equestrian Adventure. The company is the exclusive North American representative for the equestrian version of a trek over the Salkantay Pass in Peru. Experienced riders will appreciate this lodge to lodge ride ending in the ancient fortress city of Machu Picchu.  Five unique mountain lodges are utilized during this high altitude ride.

Visit : www.adventuresmithexplorations.com . Contact : Todd Smith at Todd@AdventureSmithExplorations.com
	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Shangri-La Hotel, Paris

The Shangri-La Hotel, Paris in the capital’s 16th arrondissement, opens on 17 December 2010.  

The hotel is the brand’s first property in Europe was built in 1896 as the private home of Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte’s grandnephew, Prince Roland Bonaparte.

The restored landmark retains its residential heritage offering 81 rooms including 27 suites

Accommodation includes three Signature Suites including La Suite Imperiale which originally housed the Prince’s private apartment and the penthouse La Suite Panoramique with 100 square metres (1,076 square feet) of outdoor deck facing the Eiffel tower. 

Forty percent of the rooms and 60 percent of the suites feature a view of the Eiffel Tower and the Seine below. Nearly half of all rooms offer balconies and terraces.

Hong Kong-based Shangri-La Hotels and Resorts currently owns and/or manages 68 hotels under the Shangri-La and Traders brands.

New hotel projects are planned in Austria, Canada, mainland China, France, India, Macau, Malaysia, Philippines, Mongolia, Russia, Qatar, Turkey and United Kingdom.  

Visit : www.shangri-la.com. Contact Louise Toye at louise.toye@shangri-la.com.

Upni Duniya,Thailand

Upni Duniya is a boutique villa located on Bang Rak Beach, Koh Samui, Thailand, 10-minutes from the international airport

Located in a fishing village, it occupies a 5,000sq-ft beachfront plot, the property has eight suites and one exclusive master suite. 

Visit : www.upniduniya.com. Contact : David Johnson at dj@deliveringasia.com.

The Queen Mary, Long Beach, California

The Queen Mary recently finished renovations on all 314 of its staterooms, including nine suites, in a significant renovation project that also included three of the ship’s restaurants, 18,700 square feet of meeting space and the Royal Wedding Chapel.  

Located in the Port of Long Beach since 1967, the Queen Mary features a rich maritime history, authentic Art Deco décor, and stunning views of the Pacific Ocean and Long Beach city skyline. 

Its award-winning restaurants include the signature Sir Winston’s as well as a weekly Champagne Sunday Brunch served in the ship’s Grand Salon.  

History buffs enjoy the ship’s museum and Behind the Scenes tour while guests of all ages love the Ghosts and Legends Show. 

The Queen Mary features 80,000 square feet of event space in 17 Art Deco salons and 314 staterooms spanning three decks including nine full suites which have hosted a variety of colorful characters from World War II leaders to British royalty and the stars of Hollywood’s golden era. 

Visit : www.queenmary.com. Contact : Katherine Bernstein at kbernstein@wrightoncomm.com. 

Places to stay in Capital Region, USA

The Craddock Terry

The Craddock Terry boutique hotel in historic downtown Lynchburg, Virginia has opened in a turn-of-the-century shoe factory.

Each of the 44 luxurious guest rooms and suites offer different architectural elements plus views of the James River, the historic downtown area of Lynchburg or the Blue Ridge Mountains. 

Visit : www.craddockterryhotel.com 

The International Harbor Court Hotel

The International Harbor Court Hotel in Baltimore, Maryland is located in the heart of Baltimore’s picturesque Inner Harbour. www.craddockterryhotel.com 

The Jefferson

The Jefferson, Washington, DC enjoys one of the city’s most prestigious and strategic locations, at the corner of 16th and M Streets – just four blocks from the White House and within a short walk of the Smithsonian museums, national monuments and various embassies.  www.jeffersondc.com 

Visit : www.CapitalRegionUSA.co.uk. Contact : Lisa Cooper at lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com. 

Hyatt Regency Pune, India

Hyatt Hotels & Resorts has opened its Hyatt Regency Pune, the city's first upper upscale deluxe hotel and residences complex. 

Pune (formerly Poona) is the eighth largest metropolis in India and the second largest in the state of Maharashtra, after Mumbai.

The hotel is situated within the Weikfield IT Park in Pune's upcoming IT corridor, a short drive from Lohegaon International Airport and 10 minutes from the upmarket entertainment areas of Koregaon Park and Kalyani Nagar.  

Hyatt Hotels in India and Nepal

· Hyatt Regency Delhi

· Hyatt Regency Kathmandu (Nepal 

· Hyatt Regency Kolkata

· Hyatt Regency Mumbai

· Park Hyatt Goa Resort and Spa

· Grand Hyatt Mumbai

Visit : www.hyatt.com. Contact : Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com. 

The Renaissance Charlotte SouthPark Hotel, North Carolina

The Renaissance Charlotte SouthPark Hotel, North Carolina, has reopened after a multi-million dollar renovation.

 
Located in Charlotte’s upscale SouthPark area, the Renaissance Charlotte SouthPark features 264 guest rooms including two suites, the new Flagstones restaurant and The Bar at
Flagstones.

Renaissance Hotels is an upscale brand with more than 140 properties in 32 countries.

New to its collection are the:

· Stanford Court hotel in San Francisco

· Renaissance Curacao Resort & Casino in the Dutch Caribbean

· Renaissance Bangkok Ratchaprasong Hotel , and t

· Renaissance Beijing Chaoyang Hotel. 

Visit www.renaissancehotels.com and www.RenaissanceCharlotteSouthPark.com. Contact : Jane Coloccia at janecoloccia@gmail.com.

Amazing Retreats

Ackergill Tower is to hold a series of fully-staffed Open House weekends during 2011 when guests can enjoy the 25 bedroom 15th century Scottish castle located north of Wick, Caithness.

The initiative cames via Amazing Retreats, which has a number of unique and unusual exclusive-use properties across the UK, from historic manor houses to a restored Mill and a fort in the Solent.

Amazing Retreats will be bringing the ‘house party’ concept to other properties in its portfolio in early 2011.

Visit : www.amazingretreats.com. Contact : Ali Maynard at Ali@nobull-communications.co.uk.

Luxury lodges in remote spots in South Africa 

Family-run Isibindi Lodges offer some of the best accommodation in some of the most remote spots: 

· Kosi Forest Lodge, with eight thatched suites, is located in a sand forest on the banks of the Kosi Lake and within the Isimangaliso Wetland Park, a World Heritage Site. 

· Thonga Beach Lodge is built into the coastal dune forest with 12 rooms set above a private beach. 

· Its waters offer South Africa’s best snorkelling and off-shore scuba diving. 

· Situated in a 400 acre private game reserve in the Zululand, the six-room Isibindi Zulu Lodge is a bushveld retreat for guests wanting to experience game viewing, battlefields and Zulu cultural experiences. 

· Rhino Post Safari Lodge is situated at the southern end of a 12,000 hectare private wilderness concession in the Kruger National Park. In addition to offering game drives in the concession, the lodge has exclusive use of some of the Kruger National Park public roads at night, when most visitors have departed for the day. 

Visit : www.visionsofafrica.co.uk. To discuss media visits and feature ideas, contact: Samantha Kirton: samantha@independentpr.co.uk

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 

· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.orlandoinfo.com. Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@orlandocvb.com.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 


· Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa,  Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com and www.daltmurada.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.

· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com.

· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.

· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 

· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp, a luxurious tented camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia, offering walking safaris, game drives, canoeing, boat trips and fishing - will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.

· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.

· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.

· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 

· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    

· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 

Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 

Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 

· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups

The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 

The Leisure Pass

The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books

www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
Bradt Travel 

www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone

www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS

www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook

www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  

Inn House Publishing

www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers

www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 

Lonely Planet

www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Brynony  Cole at bryony.cole@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Morris Communications 

www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides

www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com


Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 

www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft

www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

	The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
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	The world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

Providing independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


______________________________________________________________________________

Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com

	Issue 86 : mid-November 2010 :               www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies

News : items of interest to travel journalists   

Leads : story ideas 

· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 

A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 

Ongoing initiatives

Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities

Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

Travel guides : that will offer review copies

· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide

	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency. 

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Hôtel de la Paix, Cambodia

Hôtel de la Paix is a luxury boutique hotel located in the heart of Siem Reap, close to the cultural and historic heart of Cambodia.

It is within easy reach of colourful markets and vibrant nightlife and just a few kilometres from the breathtaking temple complexes of Angkor Wat, often referred to as the eighth wonder of the world and recognised as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  

Hôtel de la Paix is operated by Ativa Hospitality, which currently manages properties in Thailand and Cambodia with project developments in Vietnam, Laos and India. 

Visit : www.hoteldelapaixangkor.com. For press visits contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

Las Alamandas, Mexico

Las Alamandas is a luxury boutique hotel and one of Mexico's most private resorts.

It is located on 1,500 acres of unspoilt tropical terrain with only six villas accommodating a maximum of 30 guests, midway between Puerto Vallarta and Manzanillo, along the famed "Costalegre" coast of the state of Jalisco. Las Alamandas will be delighted to host Alliance members.

Visit : www.alamandas.com. Contact : Mike Hiles at mhiles@mphpr.com. 

Far and Away Adventures 

Widness & Wiggins PR is now representing Far and Away Adventures a luxury river outfitter in the American West. The company offers top-end rafting and fishing vacations on Idaho's Middle Fork of the Salmon River, as well as two lesser-known gems, the Owyhee and Bruneau/Jarbidge Rivers. 

Visit : www.far-away.com. For press trips contact : Dave Wiggins at dave@travelnewssource.com.

Britain: The Ultimate Guide

 

Britain: The Ultimate Guide has information and images on over 1,000 of Britain’s best-loved places to visit including national parks, heritage coastlines, areas of outstanding natural beauty, mountains and rural areas along with cities and towns.

As well as the places of interest, the guide also features 150 walks, 50 cycle rides and 24 car tours, each with a full-colour map.

In addition there are recommendations for the best places to eat and drink whether it is a great pub, cosy tea rooms or family friendly restaurant.

 

Visit : www.theAA.com/shop. For review copies contact AA Press Office at press.office@theaa.com.

The AA’s World Heritage Sites of Britain

Britain is home to 25 of the world’s top Heritage Sites as identified by UNESCO.  

The AA’s new book, World Heritage Sites of Britain, by Author Roly, has high quality, full-colour photographs of all the sites alongside informative text exploring sites such as the spectacular natural wonders of the Jurassic Coast in Dorset and Devon and the mysterious ancient monuments of Stonehenge and Avebury.  

The list also includes the palace of Blenheim and the Tower of London, as well as the historic cities of Bath and Edinburgh.

World Heritage Sites of Britain is priced at £25.00 and is available from www.theaa.com/shop. 

For preview copies contact press.office@theaa.com.

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 


Partners

Ariella's Villas

Ariella's Villas represents a collection of worldwide exclusive and private properties for out-of-the-ordinary holiday rentals in unique villas and homes.

Visit : www.ariellasvillas.com Contact : Ariella Arcaini at ariella@ariellasvillas.com


ArtFest Fort Myers

ArtFest Fort Myers, Southwest Florida’s premier art festival, is an annual festival the first weekend in February from 10 to 5 each day. Each year Fort Myers’ only free, two-day art extravaganza, fills downtown with exceptional artwork, entertainment, great food and children’s art activities.

Attendees enjoy and purchase artwork in many mediums and prices from nationally recognized artists from across the country and around the world.

Its better than a gallery – there is lots of variety – talk to the artists – view the work of over 200 fine artists in a single weekend – introduce children to the magic of original art.

Visit : www.artfestfortmyers.com. Contact : Sharon McAllister at sharon.mcallister@artfestfortmyers.com. 



GPSmyCity.com

GPSmyCity.com offers a new travel experience, employing visitors to become their own tour guides. 

GPSmyCity.com publishes self-guided city walk apps on iPhone, iPod Touch and iPad. 

Visit : www.gpsmycity.com. Contact : Nick Hangan at nickh@gpsmycity.com


Agencies

Hulme Whitehead

Hulme Whitehead is a PR agency offering travel, tourism board and destination representation, travel and tourism marketing and PR.

Clients include :

· Berlin Convention Office : www.berlin-convention-office.de 

· Four Pillars Hotels, UK  www.four-pillars.co.uk 

· Holiday Malta : www.holidaymalta.co.uk 

· Macau Government Tourist Office : www.macautourism.gov.mo
· Palm Springs Bureau of Tourism : www.visitpalmsprings.com 

· Singapore Tourism Board : www.visitsingapore.com 

· The Sarojin, Thailand : www.sarojin.com 

· Travel Indochina : www.travelindochina.co.uk 

· Tenerife Tourism Corporation  : www.webtenerife.com 

Visit : www.humewhitehead.co.uk Contact : Sarah Habicht at Sarah@humewhitehead.co.uk.

Kallaway

Kallaway, one of London's leading agencies specialises in travel PR for tourist boards and luxury tour operators. The agency is also the UK's foremost arts sponsorship agency, with blue chip clients combined with heritage brands.

Visit : www.kallaway.com Contact : June Field at june.field@kallaway.com


Media House

Media House is a fully integrated public relations and strategic communications consultancy representing a range of clients in various industries including the travel industry.

Visit : www.mediahouse.co.uk. Contact : Lorna Gardner at lorna@mediahouse.co.uk


MPHPR

MPHPR represents the Las Alamandas Resort to the media and travel professionals. 

Visit : www.mphpr.com. Contact : Mike Hiles at mhiles@mphpr.com. 



Live

Fort Myers based arts and culture marketing and business development. Works with local government and businesses to help grow the local business and tourism in Fort Myers, Florida.

Visit : www.live.com Contact : Andy Howl atandyhowl@live.com.

First Public Relations

First Public Relations has been appointed by Provence Alpes Cote d’Azur Tourism to handle its public relations. 

 

As the inspiration of some of the most famous works of art by Van Gogh, Cézanne, Monet, Gauguin, Renoir and Matisse, Provence Alpes Côte d’Azur is widely considered the most scenic part of France. 

Contact : guillaume@firstpr.co.uk

UUCL

UUCL is one of the leading companies in international business between Britain and Asia-Pacific. UUCL has a unique portfolio of professional services in the holiday and tour events industry.

Contact : Martin Chen at uucltd@gmail.com

	News


The London Sightseeing Pass

The London Sightseeing Pass has added Westminster Abbey to its list of offers. 

The 700-year-old landmark joins 60 other top attractions including St Paul’s Cathedral, the Tower of London and The Churchill War Rooms. 

Visit www.londonpass.com. To obtain a review pass contact : Emily Cuthbert emily.cuthbert@Sirenpr.co.uk. 

The Wellesley, London

The Wellesley, in Knightsbridge, London will be the first six star hotel when it iopens in the UK capital in November 2012.

Contact :  Louise Swann at louise.swanne@rivapr.co.uk. 

Qatar Airways

Qatar Airways is expanding its services in Thailand with the introduction of a third daily flight to Bangkok.The Bangkok service will facilitate increasing demand from many parts of the world, particularly European and North and South American customers for travel to Thailand. 

The additional Bangkok service will continue to Vietnam with four of the flights heading onwards to the capital Hanoi and three onto Ho Chi Minh City. 

 

Visit www.qatarairways.com. Contact : Juan Barros at Juan.Barros@brightergroup.com. 

Qatar Airways

Qatar Airways has announced plans to expand flights to Germany with the introduction of scheduled services to Stuttgart and greater capacity to Munich next year.

Visit : www.qatarairways.com. Contact : Nadya Willard at Nadya.Willard@brightergroup.com.

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

North American Highways

North American Highways feature a diverse and exciting collection of holidays ideas, including self-drive, escorted and independent touring, railway journeys, wildlife viewing and wonderful small ship cruises in Alaska, British Columbia, San Juan Islands and Sea of Cortes.

Visit www.northamericanhighways.co.uk. Contact : Jacquelyn Davies at jacquelyn@cellet.co.uk.

 

Ski Safari

Ski Safari, which specialise in tailor-made ski and snowboarding holidays to Canada, USA, Japanand Switzerland, is run by a small team of passionate skiers and snowboarders.

Visit www.skisafari.com. Contact : Jacquelyn Davies at jacquelyn@cellet.co.uk.

The Cranley Hotel and the Royal Park Hotel, London

Two, luxury boutique townhouse hotels in the heart of London are to support childrens’ charities during January.

From the 5th to 31st January, guests can take a winter break at The Cranley Hotel, located in the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea or The Royal Park Hotel situated on the edge of Hyde Park for just £50 per night including a continental breakfast.  

Guests are then asked to pay what they think their stay is actually worth.  

Any money received above the room rate of £50 (+VAT) will be donated to the Ndoro Children’s Charities for guests staying at The Cranley or to the NSPCC when spending the night at The Royal Park (eg: if a guest thinks their stay was worth £100, £50 will go directly to Ndoro or the NSPCC).  

Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storrington-communications.com.

Helpful Holidays

West Country cottage specialists, Helpful Holidays, are expanding into North and East Devon for 2011 with an increase in properties in both these regions. Other areas seeing growth for next year include Exmoor, Somerset, the coast near Newquay and the far west of Cornwall.

Visit : www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact : Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com
Tourism Ireland

Tourism Ireland is promoting adventure sports on the West Coast of Ireland.  Every year families and sport enthusiasts visit the region to take part in adventure sports ranging from Kayaking and surfing to rock climbing and sky diving. 

Visit : www.discoverireland.com/adventure. Contact : Daniel Lipman at daniell@cakegroup.com.

Shakespeare’s Globe, London 

In January 2011, Shakespeare’s Globe will present four special performances from the world-renowned Gabrieli Consort & Players in a musical celebration of the New Year, entitled Winter Wassail. 

Continuing the Globe’s successful programming of winter performances that began in 2009, this year’s programme will showcase the acoustics of the Globe theatre with a selection of music and poetry from one of the world’s finest ensembles. 

Visit : visit www.gabrieli.com and www.shakespeares-globe.org. Contact : 

Francesca Maguire at francesca.m@shakespearesglobe.com.

Essential Hotel Collection

Eleven privately owned, exclusive Caribbean hotels and resorts have launched a website to give potential guests’ easier, one-hit access to detailed information about all the properties and enable them to make reservations.

Known as the Essential Hotel Collection, the luxury properties include Eden Rock in St Barths, CuisinArt Resort and Spa in Anguilla, Curtain Bluff in Antigua, Cap Maison and East Winds in St Lucia, Cobblers Cove, Little Good Harbour and the Atlantis Hotel in Barbados, Montpelier Plantation in Nevis, Young Island in the Grenadines and the Calabash Hotel in Grenada.

Visit : www.essentialhotelcollection.co.uk. Contact : Toby Oliver at Toby@oliverrelations.co.uk.

Thelma & Louise

Women’s online travel community, Thelma & Louise has launched a rewards scheme for members who publish travel guides on the website.

Thelma & Louise is a free, online community where women, friendship and travel come together. With over 12,500 members from around the world, the website connects and provides the tools for like-minded women to talk, plan, meet, inspire and share their travel and life experiences.

Visit : www.thelmandlouise.com. Contact: Cat Hamilton at cat@hamilton-pr.com. 

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide.

Nice Carnival, France

18 February to 8 March 2010 

Taking place along the Promenade des Anglais and Quai des Etats-Unis, Nice, the carnival features flower and light parades, float processions, firework displays, rock music and theatre. 

Visit : www.nicecarnaval.com and www.nicetourism.com. Contact : info@nicetourism.com. 

New Orleans Mardi Gras

25 February to 8 March 2010

Mardi Gras in New Orleans, Louisiana, USA sees hundreds of parades, floats and marching bands converge on Louisiana city.

Visit : www.mardigrasneworleans.com. Contact : Christine DeCuir at cdecuir@neworleanscvb.com.

Carnaval on the Mile, Miami, Florida, USA

7 to 9 March 2010

The carnival features Latin music, jazz, international food, concerts, sports events, culinary competitions and galas.

The culmination and highlight of the event is Calle Ocho street party, the largest street festival in the US. Top recording artists and groups from the Hispanic entertainment world perform. Receives media coverage from major global networks and in international press.

Visit : www.carnavalmiami.com. Contacts : Sylvia Vieta at svieta@carnavalmiami.com.

Brussels International Festival of Fantastic, Thriller & Science Fiction Films

7to 9 April 2010 

The festival Includes international and European competitions for both full-length and short features.

Visit : www.bifff.org. Contact : Guy Delmonte at guy@bifff.org.

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Cresta Run


The Cresta, the only natural ice run in the world, measures three quarters of a mile long and winds its way from above the 'Leaning Tower' in St Moritz down a steep gully through ten testing corners, past the tiny hamlet of Cresta, to the village of Celerina. 

The total drop is 514 ft and the gradient varies from 1 in 2.8 to 1 in 8.7.


Rooted in tradition, the first Run was completed in January 1885 and took nearly nine weeks to build. 

The Cresta Run is still built from scratch every year using the natural contours of the valley and earth banks to provide a framework on which to pile the snow. The Run from Junction is built first, the upper banks second.

Kulm Hotel St Moritz

The Kulm Hotel St Moritz was first hotel to be built in St Moritz, the Kulm opened its doors in 1856.

The owner of the Kulm Hotel, Johannes Badrutt, initiated winter holidays to St Moritz from 1864, when he laid a bet with his last departing summer guests that the local weather was so good they could sun themselves on the hotel’s terrace even in deep December ; if not, he would cover the cost of their vacation himself.  

Badrutt won the bet and within two years, the hotel was fully booked with guests staying for the entire winter season.  

The Kulm Hotel St Moritz opens for the winter season on 3 December 2010.

Visit : www.cresta-run.com and www.kulmhotel-stmoritz.ch. Contact : Sue Heady at sue@headycommunications.com. 

The festive season in Champagne-Ardenne

A programme of markets, fairs and events can be found in Champagne-Ardenne during the festive season!

 

Reims Christmas Market (‘Le village de Noël’) 

24 November – 24 December 

The market is held in the tree-lined pedestrian streets around Place d’Erlon and the city centre, all beautifully illuminated and decorated.  

There are more than 125 chalets offering a fantastic range of gourmet products, arts & crafts and festive suggestions.  There are also visits from Santa and a range of other activities, exhibitions and events for visitors to enjoy.

Santa’s Grotto (‘La Maison du Pere Noël’) 

1- 24 December

Experience Christmas Ardennais-style in this fairytale recreation of ’Pere Nöel’s’ Grotto in a unique site at  Novion-Porcien, near the historic city of Charleville-Mezières. The attraction also hosts an exhibition of a unique 21m long Italian Christmas Crib.

www.lamaisonduperenoel.fr. 

Epernay ‘Dressed in Lights’ (‘Habits de Lumières’) 

10 – 12 December                                                                                                                         

Now in its 11th year, Epernay’s annual Christmas festival explodes in a riot of lights, colours and tastes.  

Most of the festivities centre around the famous  ‘Avenue de Champagne’, housing the worlds’ most prestigious champagne producers.   During the three day festival, Epernay is ‘dressed in lights’ with special champagne tastings offered by the grand champagne houses.  

www.habitsdelumiere.epernay.fr. 

The Nativity Scene Route (‘Noëls de Champagne: le chemin des crèches du monde’)  

In the countryside around Reims, Epernay, Châlons-en-Champagne and Fismes, 46 Champenois communities display an astonishing collection of cherished nativity scenes.   

www.noelsdechampagne.com. 

Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com. For press trips contact : Cathryn Hicks atcathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. 

Black Tomato tours

Bespoke travel experts Black Tomato have teamed up with leading luxury brand for men, dunhill, to launch a series of classic journeys.

In Paris, Black Tomato have created a VIP tour, which goes behind the scenes of the city, including a rare opportunity to go backstage at the Lido Cabaret; a private tour of the Louvre whilst the museum is closed and a night-time champagne cruise along the Seine in a private yacht.  

In Moscow travellers get the chance to go behind the scenes at the Bolshoi Ballet and learn the history of the theatre with access to the wings, the costume and set design departments.  

After seeing the sights of Moscow on foot, there’s the chance to take to the air in an Albatros L-39 fighter jet for a full day's catapult training one mile above the city.   


Mongolia is one of the few unspoilt destinations in Asia and the trip takes in the vast lands at Atlantsogts with one of the most experienced eagle hunters in the region learning the techniques of eagle hunting.  Visitors travel to meet a local Shamen, who is believed to be the messenger between the human and spiritual worlds and are said to mend the soul and restore balance.  

The new "dunhill journeys" marks the launch of dunhill's Autumn/Winter 2010/11 Explorer collection, which includes a waxy alligator voyager's rucksack and accessories such as calfskin or oiled wool hiking boots and a full set of carabineered hip flasks.


Visit www.blacktomato.co.uk/dunhill. Contact : Emma Hill at emma@hillanddeanpr.com. 

Haunted National Trust properties

The UK’s National Trust, which cares for over 300 house and gardens, has listed its top haunted properties. 

 

Ham House, Surrey

Set on the banks on the River Thames, Ham House, near Richmond, is said to be one of the National Trust’s most prolifically haunted houses.  Once home to the tenacious and strong-willed Duchess of Lauderdale, a highly ambitious aristocrat, it is her ghost which is believed to roam the house to this day.

  

Treasurer’s House, York 

York is the leading contender for the title of the most haunted city in Britain, with at least 140 ghosts and the Treasurer’s House, built over the main Roman thoroughfare leading into York, was featured in the Guinness Book of Records for having ‘Ghosts of the greatest longevity’. 

 

Many people have reported seeing the ghosts of a Roman army in the cellars of Treasurer’s House.

 

Chartwell, Kent

Chartwell, was the home of Sir Winston Churchill from 1924 until the end of his life. The rooms remain very much as he left them, with pictures, books, maps and mementoes evoking the career and interests of the great statesman. 

 

In an article entitled ‘The Dream’, Sir Winston gives a moving account of how his father appeared to him as he was painting in his studio.

Felbrigg Hall, Norfolk

Parts of the hall at Felbrigg were built both before and after the English Civil War.

 Most of the ghost stories associated with Felbrigg centre on the phantom bibliophile. William Windham III is believed to still visit his magnificent library in order to read all the books he didn’t have time to whilst he was alive. 

 

Dinefwr, Carmarthenshire

Set in the middle of this eighteenth century landscape park is Newton House which, it is rumoured, is haunted at night by Lady Elinor Cavendish 

 

Dunster Castle, Somerset 

With a rich history dating back to Norman times, Dunster is a popular haunting ground for ghosts. Staff at the National Trust shop have noted the presence of a mysterious man dressed in green who wanders aimlessly through the old stable block. 

 

Nunnington Hall, York 

Nunnington Hall, on the banks of the River Rye has long had a reputation of being haunted. The Proud Lady of Nunnington is believed to haunt the house. 

 

Baddesley Clinton, Warwickshire

Baddesley Clinton was a haven for persecuted Catholics in the Elizabethan era and there are a number of ghost stories associated with the house. 

 

Visit : www.nationaltrust.org.uk. Contact : Sally Airey at sally.airey@nationaltrust.org.uk. 

 

Cruising in Fiji

Fiji, an archipelago of 333 islands in the South Pacific, offers fine cruising in the world, with an array of cruise holidays.

Choose from a luxury schooner that takes you to islands off the beaten track to a boutique small ship cruise around the Yasawa and Mananuca Islands, live aboard dive yachts that allow you to experience first hand some of the best diving or on one of the international cruise ships that pass through Fiji.

Tui Tai Expedition Cruises 

www.tuitai.com 

The Tui Tai is a luxury 140-foot sailing schooner with a crew of 16, accommodating up to 24 guests. 

Based out of Savusavu and sailing the waters of Fiji’s Northern Group of Islands the Tui Tai’s cruises are geared toward active outdoor enthusiasts searching for an adventure. 

Captain Cook Cruises 

www.captaincook.fi 

Captain Cook is a small ship cruise line with 39 years of experience of cruising the islands of Fiji. They offer a choice of 3, 4 or 5-day cruises around the Yasawa and Mamanuca Islands – popular with travellers who want to combine a cruise with a stay in a resort. 

Blue Lagoon Cruises 

www.bluelagooncruises.com 

Blue Lagoon Cruises offer a 7 day cruise programme which includes the secluded islands of Kioa and Rabi, a visit to the international date line on Taveuni, a Yadua Passage crossing, the picturesque port of Savusavu, the Drudrua and Kavewa Islands and Macuata on the north-eastern part of Vanua Levu.

Also :

South Sea Cruises : www.ssc.com.fi 

Awesome Adventures : www.awesomefiji.com 

Aggressor Fiji : www.aggressor.com
Sere-ni-Wai : www.sere.com.fj 

For more information on cruising www.fijime.com/cruiseme Contact : Pandora George at pandora@oliverrelations.co.uk. 

Assateague Island, Virginia 

Assateague Island, in Virginia, USA is is an area of beach, wildlife, dunes, wetlands & marsh islands are protected for public outdoor recreation use and enjoyment.

It is also home to more than 300 wild ponies.  The herd has roamed the beaches, pine forest, and salt marsh of Assateague Island since the 1600's.  

On the Virginia side of the island, on the last Wednesday of July each year, the ponies are rounded up to swim across to Chincoteague island, where the foals are separated from the herd and auctioned.  

Visit : www.assateagueisland.com. Contact : Lisa Cooper at lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com.

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

San Miguel de Allende, Mexico

Rosewood Hotels & Resorts will be opening the Rosewood San Miguel de Allende on the 20th January 2011. 

This hotel will be the third Rosewood property in Mexico is first in the rural heart of the country.

It is located in the heart of historic San Miguel de Allende, a town in the mountains north of Mexico City and one of central Mexico’s oldest towns. 

Founded in 1542 by a Franciscan monk named Juan de San Miguel the region became an important stop over on the Antigua Camino Real (part of the silver route from Zacatecas) meaning that it is brimming with Mexican history. 

Visit : www.rosewoodhotels.com Contact : Sophie Furness at sophie@grifcopr.com. 

Petit St Vincent

Petit St Vincent, a small private island located in the island nation of St. Vincent in the Grenadines, is now owned by Freedom Resorts. 

 

Fondly referred to as “PSV”, the island has boutique style resort with 22  cliff side or beach front villas.

 

Plans for the resort include significantly upgrading existing accommodations, building a new relaxed beach restaurant, a spa pavilion with six treatment rooms and a children’s  club. 

Work on the new development will commence in May 2011 with the new look PSV due to open to guests on 31 October 2011.

 

Visit www.psvresort.com. Contact : Lucia Roberts at lucia@grifcopr.com.

The Tamarind, Barbados

The former Tamarind Cove Hotel has reopened as the Tamarind following a multi-million dollar renovation. 

 

The hotel is set on one of the best stretches of beachfront in all of Barbados.

Visit : www.eleganthotels.com. Contact : Julie Aguilera Kemp at Julie.AguileraKemp@brightergroup.com.

Beachcomber Tours, Mauritius 

Beachcomer Tours is offering a 25% discount on accommodation before 27th December on its Mauritius properties : 

Le Mauricia hotel

 

The Le Mauricia hotel is set in lush garden surroundings close to the bustling Grand-Baie village, home to an array of traditional shops, restaurants and nightlife. 

Le Canonnier

For a more historic setting, the Le Canonnier has rooms which all look out across the crystal Indian Ocean, making the most of this peninsula location.

 

Paradis Hotel & Golf Club

The Paradis Hotel & Golf Club is located on Le Morne peninsula and has an international golf course, running along the base of the Le Morne Mountain. 

Le Victoria hotel

Le Victoria hotel is located between the Mauritian capital Port Louis and vibrant Grand Baie with Indian Ocean views from the most spacious rooms on the island.

 Visit : www.beachcombertours.co.uk  Contact : Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com. 

Alila

Alila is a collection of hotels, showcasing contemporary design in many beautiful destinations offering varied lifestyle experiences. There are three different collections within the group:  

The new super-luxe Alila Villas properties in Bali (Uluwatu & Soori) and the Maldives (Hadahaa)

The lifestyle Alila hotels and resorts in Ubud and Manggis in Bali, Cha-am Thailand, Goa, India and Jakarta, Indonesia , and 

The By Alila collection, consisting of two small, unique properties in Luang Prabang and Jakarta

The group is soon to launch two significant new openings in Luang Prabang (Oct 2010) and Bangalore (Jan 2011) as well as developing several major new projects in China, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Oman and Vietnam. 

Visit : www.alilahotels.com. Contact : Julia Perowne at julia.perowne@lewispr.com. 

St. Barts, Newport, Rhode Island

St. Barts, Newport, Rhode Island is particularly popular in the know the weeks surrounding the Christmas and New Year holidays

Waterfront dining in the quaint capital city of Gustavia, fireworks over the beach and a festive celebration around the small harbour.  

Wimco Villas, a global villa rental companies, has announced the availability of four villas on St. Barts over this year’s holiday season.

Wimco’s client services office in St Barts will take care of all of its clients needs from getting a table at a top restaurant on New Years, to boat charters, private chefs and cooking classes, tennis lessons, spa treatments and more.

Visit www.wimco.com.  Contact : Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widness-co-pr.com. 

Aloft Harlem

Starwood Hotels & Resorts Aloft Harlem, its first New York City hotel, in October 2010. 

Located in the heart of Harlem at the corner of Frederick Douglass Boulevard and 124th Street, Aloft Harlem is also the first hotel to open in the neighbourhood in more than 40 years.  

Visit : www.alofthotels.com/harlem. Contact : Sarah Whitham at  Sarah.Whitham@starwoodhotels.com.

The Cranley and The Royal Park, London 

The Cranley and The Royal Park, luxury, boutique townhouse hotels in central London locations.

The two hotels offer mid-week breaks, first nights, romantic weekends, hen weekends, business travellers and family breaks  alike.  

Visit www.thecranley.com and www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : li at li@storrington-communications.com. 

Winvian, Connecticut

Winvian, the private resort and fine dining restaurant in the northwest corner of Connecticut, has received the AAA Five Diamond Award for excellence in accommodations.  

Earlier this month, Winvian received the AAA Five Diamond Award for its outstanding restaurant and was voted one of the Top 25 Best Small U.S. 


Winvian houses 18 luxe cottages and one suite on 113 acres of meadows and woodlands.  

Visit www.winvian.com.  Contact : Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widness-co-pr.com. 

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 

· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.orlandoinfo.com. Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@orlandocvb.com.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 


· Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa,  Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com and www.daltmurada.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.

· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com.

· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.

· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 

· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp, a luxurious tented camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia, offering walking safaris, game drives, canoeing, boat trips and fishing - will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.

· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.

· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.

· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 

· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    

· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 

Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 

Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 

· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures which explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities through the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.bikethewhites.com. Contact: Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel in the bustling heart of the Alamo City will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups

The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 

The Leisure Pass

The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books

www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
Bradt Travel 

www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone

www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS

www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook

www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  

Inn House Publishing

www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers

www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 

Lonely Planet

www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Brynony  Cole at bryony.cole@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Morris Communications 

www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides

www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com


Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 

www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft

www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

	The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 


	
	The International Travel Writers Alliance 

www.itwalliance.com
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides information and support to who travel to write, edit broadcast or create images.

 

The Alliance reaches and influences professional travel journalists through :

· the bi-monthly Alliance bulletin 

· Alliance alerts providing specific information on destinations or travel pursuits

· Destination dossiers, providing detailed media briefings 

· Destination networking events 

· planning and managing individual and group press trips and travel writer symposiums, and  

· staging professional development workshops 
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	AllWays 

www.allwaystraveller.com 

AllWays is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance, which allows Alliance embers to get their features and images to travelers worldwide.


	Issue 85 : November 2010 :  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies

News : items of interest to travel journalists   

Leads : story ideas 

· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 

A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 

Ongoing initiatives

Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities

Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

Travel guides : that will offer review copies

· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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  The International Travel Writers Alliance
	


	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency. 

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

The InterContinental Hua Hin Resort, Thailand

The InterContinental Hua Hin Resort, Thailand, the first InterContinental resort in South East Asia, is being used as a benchmark for the group’s expansion in resorts in the region.

On November 6, the resort will be hosting an exclusive opening party and looking to invite a few select media to attend the opening party on a fully hosted basis.

The trip will starts with a flight into Suvarnabhumi International Airport before flying on the resort’s private plane to Hua Hin for what will be one of Thailand’s best hospitality parties of the year. 

Journalists will get to experience Hua Hin’s newest luxury resort and to experience some of the cultural and local sites of one of Thailand’s favourite resort towns.

Similar opportunities will be available on an ongoing basis.

Visit : www.huahin.bangkok.com/intercontinenta. Contact : Mark Armsden at ma@deliveringasia.com
Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands


Eustatia, a 26-acre, low impact, private island estate in the British Virgin Islands (near the North Sound), would be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. 

(See reasons to write about)

Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

Holland Naturally

The Netherlands Board of Tourism is launching : Holland, naturally 2012  -a long-term strategy to save the Dutch landscape from disappearing over the years. 

 

Holland is home to many national parks and natural landscapes, which are often overlooked by visitors but are typical of a country made by water, where windmills, dikes and historical little towns come together in a green environment. 

Alliance members visiting WTM are invited to the Dutch ‘happy hour’ on Tuesday 9 November from 16.30.

Visit : www.holland.com. For press trips to Holland contact : Rianne Ojeh at rojeh@holland.com. 

The Six Senses Zighy Bay Resort & Spa, Oman 

The Six Senses Zighy Bay Resort & Spa, Oman is offering accommodation to Alliance members.

The Six Senses is located behind the Hajar Mountains along the northern Musandam Peninsula in the Sultanate of Oman, 90 minutes by car from Dubai International Airport. 

 

The setting of the village style accommodations and private marina has the Hajar Mountains dominating the landscape on one side and a 1.6-kilometer sandy beach looking out to the Straight of Hormuz on the other.

 

The resort offers cultural pursuits, outdoor adventures, memorable destination dining experiences and a sensory spa.

Visit : www.sixsenses.com/SixSensesZighyBay. Contact : Clare Evans at prco-zighy@sixsenses.com. 

 

Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy

The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. 

Villa Pambuffetti is located in a park-like setting, just a short walk from the walled town of

Montefalco - home to wines made from the sagrantino grape. 

They offer visitors a 1/2 day cooking class and have an excellent 4 star restaurant. 

Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 

Independence, Missouri

Independence, Missouri (east of Kansas City) was the jumping off point for the Santa Fe, California and Oregon trails west. 

It features sixteen heritage attractions including the National Frontier Trails Museum, Truman Presidential Library and Truman Home, Victorian mansions, Civil war sites, the nation’s largest public genealogy library and world renowned religious attractions.  

Offbeat attractions include the Puppetry Arts Institute and Leila's Hair Museum. The Square offers specialty shops, antique stores and unique restaurants. 

Other highlights include contemporary shopping,  golf, walking trails, a family water park and nearly 200 restaurants. 

The new Independence Events Center hosts the Missouri Mavericks hockey team, Missouri Comets indoor soccer and blockbuster concerts.

Alliance members can request a lodging, lunch or dinner on the historic Square, a covered wagon narrated tour (weather permitting) and complimentary admission to attractions.  

Visit : www.visitindependence.com. Contact : Janeen Aggen at janeena@sbcglobal.net. 

The Art of Travel Conversation

The Art of Travel Conversation (TAOTC) is a new game and resource developed by Louise Howland and Keith Lamb as a fun way to encourage players of all ages to become better communicators while encompassing the players’ passion for travel – and talking about it.

The game, based on a set of cards with a series of conversation prompting questions, can be played in nine different modes including a solo mode and can be played both competitively and non-competitively.

Visit : www.taoc.co.uk. For a review pack contact : Katie Hancock at katie.hancock@goldengoosepr.com. 

Arlberg Hospiz Hotel, St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria

The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria is a member of  Preferred Hotels and seat of the “Brotherhood of St. Christoph” (the oldest charitable organisation in the world).

The hotel has 53 rooms and 36 suites, a swimming pool and saunas, the “Hospizerl” nursery with all-day childcare, the Hospiz Sport + Spa centre comprising 2,000 sq metres, three restaurants and the wine cellar of the Brotherhood which is over 600 years old.  

The recently renovated four-star superior Hotel Goldener Berg is situated amidst the Arlberg mountains in Oberlech with 40 rooms and suites and two panoramic sun terraces.

This hotel, which is open during summer and winter time, will welcome enquiries for hosted stays from Alliance members.  

Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 


Partners

Archer Tours

Archer Tours specialise in Private Small Group Tours of New Zealand run by Jim Archer.  Being a ‘one man band’ guests can be assured of getting that personal touch you will not get by touring on a large coach. 

Jim also specialises in Design Your Own Tours whereby you tell me what you want to see and do and he will make an itinerary to suit your needs. He is a member of Tourism NZ and am I hold a Qualmarked Endorsement as an Endorsed Visitor

Visit : www.archertours.co.uk. Contact : Jim Archer at  jim@archertours.co.nz


London Blue Badge Tour Guides

Blue Badge tour guides provide guided sightseeing tours in London and the whole of Britain with the Professional Association of Registered Blue Badge guides.

London Blue Badge Tourist Guides provide individual and larger groups with personal tours of London. From short walks and overviews of different London areas through to specialised medical, musical and culinary tours. 

Visit : www.blue-badge-guides.com. Contact : Janice Liverseidge at janice@livinglondontours.co.uk
ALL STAR Vacation Homes

ALL STAR Vacation Homes is the leading vacation home property management and marketing company in Central Florida. 

Representing more than 260 homes and condos, ALL STAR Vacation Homes provides spacious and inviting alternatives to the typical hotel in the closest locations to Orlando area attractions. 

Vacation rental selections include one, two, three and four-bedroom condos and town homes, as well as single-family estate homes with up to seven bedrooms and amenities such as private pools, in-home game rooms and home theatres, multiple master bedrooms, resort facilities and choices to meet any style and budget.

Visit : www.allstarvacationhomes.com Contact : Sarah Moore at saramoore@allstarvacationhomes.com.

Local Guiding, Urugay

LocalGuiding is the place for booking unique travel tours and activities directly from local tour guides. Connect with passionate local experts and make unique experiences everywhere you go.

Visit : www.localguidin.com. Contact Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com 



Classic Africa Safaris, Zimbabwe

Classic Africa Safaris is an owner run Safari Camp in Mana Pools National Park.


The Camps are run on an exclusive basis, so whether you are just two people, or a group of eight travelling together, the camp is yours. Offered are on foot experiences with wildlife, canoeing on the Zambezi and game drives in open vehicles.


The aim is to provide luxury tented safaris on a personal basis sharing the abundant wildlife, our expertise, and hospitality in a way that suites the individuals who travel with Classic Africa.
The sites we use on the Zambezi River are all under the shade of Mahogany and Albida trees offering superb views of the River. 

Each site is not used for more that three weeks after which our camp is moved maintaining the pristine nature of Mana Pools. To add to this environmentally sound practice we do not run trips in the rains. Hence we are only able to offer safaris from April to November.

Visit : www.classic.co.zw. Contact : Craig van Zyl at craig@classic.co.zw. 

Frommers Unlimited

Frommer’s Unlimited is the business-to-business arm of Frommer’s, the North American market leader in travel guides, who publish more than 300 guide books. 

Frommer’s Unlimited creates off-the-shelf and customised online travel content for clients in the travel industry and we pride ourselves on the accuracy and quality of our product.

Visit : www.frommers.biz. Contact : Heather Sills at heather@whatsonwhen.com.

The Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Orlando, Florida

The Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites is a Full Service Hotel & Meeting Facility located in the Heart of Orlando.  

Just minutes from Orlando's major attractions including Disney, Universal, SeaWorld & the Orlando Orange County Convention Center; walk to over 30 restaurants, ractions and nght life venues. 

Enjoy beautifully appointed deluxe quest rooms with in room microwave & fridge.  Complimentary shuttle schedule to select parks, free parking, free high speed internet, free local & 800 calls, outdoor pool & Jacuzzi, fitness center and business center.

Visit : www.hiuniversalorlando.com Contact : Jenny Page at jenny@avistahotels.com. 


Agencies

PrettyGood PR

PrettyGood PR is a new agency offering a flexible, straightforward and highly sophisticated PR service to growing businesses. The team boasts a high-level background in big brand PR and national magazine journalism (trade and consumer).

Visit : www.prettygoodpr.com. Contact :Rebecca Winwardat at rebecca@prettygoodpr.com. 

Broadsword PR

Broadsword is a Marketing and PR firm based in the British Virgin Islands

Visit : www.broadswordpr.com. Contact : Alastair Abrehart at alastair@broadswordpr.co. 



Storrington Communications

Storrington Communications provides potent public relations services reserved exclusively for international luxury travel and leisure brands. 

Visit : www.storrington-communications.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storrington-communications.com.

Nicola Bowen Rees

Nicola is a marketing PR and communications professional with experience in leisure, heritage and educational tourism.

Contact : Nicola Bowen Rees at nbowenrees@aol.com. 

Brighter Group

Brighter Group is an award-winning, full service communications agency integrating an unrivalled understanding of building and defending corporate reputation, branding and developing both online and offline communications programmes.Our services go beyond ‘straight forward’ PR and help increase positive brand recognition within the lifestyle and travel sectors.

Visit :www.brightergroup.com. Contact : Susannah Atkinson at susannah.atkinson@brightergroup.com. 

	News


New Hampshire

The New Hampshire state tourism website has been given a “Top State Tourism Website” award by Juggle.com.

 

Juggle provides factual information on hundreds of thousands of the web’s most popular topics and products.

New Hampshire Tourism works with the state’s seven travel regions to increase visitation, travel and visitor expenditures in order to expand business activity and employment throughout the state.

Visit : www.visitnh.gov. Contact : Tai C. Freligh at tai.freligh@dred.state.nh.us.

myscenicdrives.com

myscenicdrives.com offers a wide variety of scenic drives for day trips, weekend getaways and family vacations. 

Each drive features an interactive map, recommended places of interest and GPS directions. 

Visit : www.myscenicdrives.com. Contact Eric Theriault at eric@myscenicdrives.com. 

Gatwick Airport, London

Gatwick Airport is to approve Shiva Hotels Limited to operate a new 192-bedroom 'Hampton by Hilton' hotel. The new hotel, located in the North Terminal, will offer three star accommodation for business and leisure travellers as well as provide exceptional facilities for conferences and events.   

Work is expected to start in early 2011 and open its doors to passengers in time for the 2012 London Olympic and Paralympic Games. 

 

Visit : www.gatwickairport.com. Contact Andrea Hopkins at andrea.hopkins@gatwickairport.com.

The Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust, Shropshire, UK

The Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust, Shropshire will be hosting an exciting series of events, activities and exhibitions as part of the West Midlands’ Cultural Olympiad celebrations in the run-up to the 2012 London Games.

Visit www.ironbridge.org.uk. Contact : Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

Royal Caribbean International and Celebrity Cruises

A new luggage collection service from Royal Caribbean International and Celebrity Cruises allows travellers to have their holiday luggage collected from their home, delivered directly to their stateroom on-board their chosen ship and delivered back to their home after their cruise.

Visit : www.royalcaribbean.co.uk, www.celebritycruises.co.uk and www.cruisingpower.co.uk. Contact : Emily Cuthbert at emily.cuthbert@Sirenpr.co.uk.

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Centara Hotels & Resorts

Centara Hotels & Resorts has won seven awards in four different categories from SmartTravelAsia.com, the region’s online travel magazine.

Winners of the Best of Travel Poll 2010 were voted for by worldwide readers and users of the website.

Three Centara properties were voted into the Top 25 Leisure Hotels & Resorts category : Sofitel Centara Grand Resort & Villas Hua Hin (10th), Centara Grand Beach Resort Samui (18th) and Centara Grand Mirage Beach Resort Pattaya (23)..

Visit : www.centarahotelsresorts.com. Contact : Gill Warren at gillyw@avenuesales.co.uk.

Dinosaur World

Dinosaur World is the name of three outdoor museums where visitors can see up close

and life size, the creatures that once ruled the Earth.

The parks are at : 

· Plant City, Florida 

· Cave City, Kentucky, and 

· Glen Rose, Texas. 

Visit : www.dinoworld.net. Contact Nicole Randall at dinosaurworld@scrtc.com. 

MSC Cruises

MSC Cruises is offering promotions to the Caribbean. MSC Poesia will be cruising in the Caribbean from 1 November 2010 to 6 March 2011 with customers can choose from 7, 10 and 11 night sailings.

Visit : visit www.msccruises.co.uk. Contact : Isabella Shadaya at isabellas@msccruises.co.uk. 

The Churchill Hyatt Regency London

The Churchill Hyatt Regency London has created a Christmas shopping which sees personal shopper Martina Wagener, who looks after an array of high–profile clients, including top American film directors, politicians, footballers and fashion designers taking guests to the boutiques of London. 

Visit : visit www.hyatt.com. Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com. 

The Kempinski Hotel Soma Bay, Red Sea Egypt

The Kempinski Hotel Soma Bay. Located on the Red Sea Egypt the resort guarantees sunshine all year round and if it does rain guests receive a ‘Rain Refund’.

Visit www.kempinski.com/somabay. Contact : Sophie Furness at sophie@grifcopr.com. 

On The Go Tours

On The Go Tours offer tours combining two or three countries within the Middle East including  Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Israel.

Visit www.onthegotours.com. Contact Emily Wilson at Emily@grifcopr.com.

The New Beehive, Dorset UK

The New Beehive, Dorset UK is an impressive Victorian country house located a short walk to the beaches of Sandbanks, Canford Cliffs and Branksome Park, which also offer top dollar homes to the rich and famous. 

Visit : www.thenewbeehive.co.uk. Contact :  Jackie at admin@p-pr.co.uk.

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

Paris International Nautical Fair, France

4 to 12 2010 (annual, 50th)

Major international boat show.Around 1000 exhibitors showcase 1500 nautical brands. Over 1400 boats are displayed. Around 300,000 visitors attend from over 25 countries.

Visit : www.salonnautiqueparis.com. Contact : Claire Poirier at nautic@rivacom.fr.

International Luxury Travel Market, Cannes, France

6 to 9 December 2010 (annual, 9th)

A b2b travel event catering exclusively for the luxury end. Luxury travel represents the elite 3% of travellers, who account for 20% of total annual travel expenditure, and who are largely immune to economic slowdown. Around 45,000 appointments between buyers and exhibitors take place.

Visit : www.iltm.net. Contact : Sandra Boutonnet at sandra.boutonnet@cut-coms.co.uk

Millionaire Fair Amsterdam. The Netherlands

9 to 13 December 2010 (annual, 9th)

Largest luxury fair in the world takes place in multiple location including Shanghai, Munich, Kortrijk, Moscow and Istanbul. Luxury goods market showcases antiques, private aeroplanes and yachts, exclusive jewellery, real estate, cars and racehorses.

Visit : www.millionairefair.com and www.miljonair.nl. Contact : Marieke Dörr at marieke@gmg.nl. 

Edinburgh's Hogmanay, Scotland

31 December 2010 (annual)

Billed as the world's biggest and best New Year celebration, Edinburgh's Hogmanay events are free and ticketed. Festivities begin with a Torchlight Procession and street arts carnival.

Visit : www.hogmanay.net. Contact : Norman Ireland at norman.ireland@edinburgh.gov.uk.

Palm Springs International Film Festival, California

6 to 17 January 2011 (annual, 22nd)

One of the largest film festivals in north America. Over 209 films from 73 countries are screened. Includes seminars, special events and gala receptions.

Visit : www.psfilmfest.org. Contact : Steven Wilson at swilson@bwr-la.com. 

Sydney Festival, Australia

8 to 30 January 2011 (annual, 35th)

Australia's largest and most attended annual cultural celebration. Named the city's favourite annual event 

Visit : www.sydneyfestival.org.au. Contact : Jill Colvin at jill.colvin@sydneyfestival.org.au.

London International Mime Festival, UK 

15 to 30 January 2010 (annual, 33rd)

Showcase of contemporary visual theatre. Features performances by rising stars, and a host of established names in the fields of circus arts, puppetry, physical comedy and live art.

Visit : www.mimefest.co.uk. Contact : Peter Leone at  peter@arthurleone.com. 

Stockholm International Film Festival, Sweden

18 November 2009 to 29 November 2009 (annual, 20th)

One of northern Europe's foremost film festivals. Screenings, retrospectives and Q&A sessions are hosted by directors, actors and producers. Also includes presentation of the Stockholm Lifetime Achievement Award and a scholarship programme supporting young Swedish directors.

Visit : www.stockholmfilmfestival.se. Contact : Sara Vahabi at presschef@stockholmfilmfestival.se.

Cologne Fine Art & Antiques, Germany

17 to 21 November 2010 (annual, 5th)

Major European art market for international dealers and collectors showcasing fine and applied art, antiques and antiquarian books.

Visit : www.cologne-fine-art.de. Contact : Stephanie Kickum at s.kickum@koelnmesse.de.

Paris Photo, France

18 to 21November 2010 (annual, 14th)

World's premier fair for still photography. Coincides with Paris Photography Month. Showcases the finest photography currently available, including 19th century, modern and contemporary. Features work from over 500 international photographers. The BMW-Paris Photo Prize is also awarded.

Visit : www.parisphoto.fr. Contact : Claire Poisson at claire.poisson@reedexpo.fr. 

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

British Tourism Week

British Tourism Week (12-20 March 2011) has launched a campaign to rally round the nation’s most precious seaside attractions – and highlight the jobs and growth generated by tourism.

 

Pier parties are planned across the country on the afternoon of Saturday 12 March. 

The great British pier has been an institution at our seaside for two centuries or more. Aside from promenades, buckets and spades, pop festivals and gastro pubs, few things can symbolise British seaside holidays as much as piers. 

Developed in the early 1900’s, more than 100 of them once stretched out to sea around the country at the beginning of the last century. But today, just 55 survive.

Visit www.britishtourismweek.com. Contact : Mark Di-Toro at mark.di-toro@visitbritain.org. 

 

Palma, Mallorca

The Mediterranean island of Mallorca (in Spanish and Catalan) or Majorca, as it is also known, is Spain's largest island. 

It is an island of lush landscapes, mountain ranges, a stunning coastline and sumptuous beaches. Its capital, Palma, acts as the capital of the Balearic Islands, which also takes in Ibiza, Formentera, and Minorca.

The Balearics have been luring budget conscious, sun worshiping tourist since the first package holiday boom of the 1950s. 

But while Mallorca may have begun its tourist life attracting 'sun, sea and sangria' seekers, the island has now developed its offering far beyond that.

In addition to the budget end of the market, which remains popular, there are many top notch hotels and villas and, for those seeking something more active, opportunities to enjoy the island’s nature and wildlife on foot or by bike.

Visit : www.majorca-mallorca.co.uk. For press trips contact : Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com
Eustatia Island

For the past 10 years, this private estate on Eustatia Island in the British Virgin Islands (BVI) has been exclusively rented to wealthy individuals by request. 

Now, this, low-impact, island property situated near the North Sound of Virgin Gorda is available for rental to a broader clientele. 

It is one of only a few private island properties available for rent in the Caribbean, and only one of three in the BVI.

Eustatia is a 30-acre reef-enclosed island and rental provides exclusive use of a 26-acre low-impact estate which encompasses all but four leased acres on the western tip of the island and is inclusive of gourmet meals and watersports equipment.  

The estate is designed to accommodate up to ten guests; six in the hilltop three-bedroom Villa Far Niente with pool and hot tub, and four in the two-bedroom beachfront Casa de Playa.  

Introductory rental rates for both villas (five bedrooms and ten guests) start from $52,000 per week in the Summer peaking at $87,360 per week in the Christmas/New Year period. 

Rates for single villas range from $25,000 (two bedroom) in the Summer to $55,216 (three bedroom) during the Christmas and New Year period.

Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

The Orange County History Center in Orlando

The Orange County History Center in Orlando, Florida has launched its 10th anniversary celebration with Against All Odds: The Art of the Highwaymen (to January 2, 2011).  

This newly curated exhibit is based on two previously successful Highwaymen exhibits created by the History Center, and features additional artists and paintings.  

The year-long celebration continues with the return of two more of the History Center’s most successful exhibits : 

· Florida in the Civil War (5 February to 12 June 2011, and 

· Games People Play: The Evolution of Video Games  (2 July 2 to 10 September 2011), and 

The Orange County Regional History Center showcases the vast collections of the Historical Society of Central Florida, Inc. 

The museum features three floors of permanent exhibitions and also presents nationally important limited-run exhibitions. 

In 2006, the museum was accepted as an Affiliate of the Smithsonian Institution and was accredited by the American Association of Museums, the highest honour a museum can receive.

Visit : www.thehistorycenter.org. Contact : Sherry Meadows Lewis at Sherry.Lewis@ocfl.net. 

 

Walking at Christmas

Exodus is organising walking and trekking trips in Jordan, Peru, Spain and Chile this December. 

Explore the mountains, forests and Inca ruins on the road to Machu Picchu

Depart 22 December 2010 for 11 days 

The Inca Trail offers a combination of history and spectacular scenery, starting from the Urubamba River, across mountain passes, and through cloud forests. A highlight of the walk is visiting the lost city of Machu Picchu where travellers can spend two days exploring. 

Desert trekking at Wadi Rum, in south Jordan, with a visit to the Rose-red city

Depart 19 December 2010 

 

Some of the most spectacular desert scenery in the world is found in the south of Jordan at Wadi Rum, a place of dramatic beauty which provides an ideal environment for trekking.

 

Snowshoeing in the Pyrenees

Depart 26 December 2010 for eight days

 

This eight day ‘Pyrenees Winter Walk and Snowshoe’ adventure goes into the deep, unbroken snow of the French and Spanish Pyrenees. 

Visit www.exodus.co.uk.  Contact : Lois Kettlewell at Lois.Kettlewell@fourcommunications.com.  

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Club Med Sinai Bay

Club Med Sinai Bay, the first new build property from Club Med using all local materials, opens in December.

The Oasis will be an exclusive 5 Trident space hidden away within the Sinai Bay resort. 

All of the 33 Family Rooms will be 60 m2 and interconnecting across rooms and terrace, so the families can spend time together inside and outside. Club Med Sinai Bay will have four specialist academies: golf, diving, tennis, and sailing for both beginners and enthusiasts. 

Guests will also be offered the option to go on safari in the desert, nature hiking to Mount Sinai and St Catherine’s Convent or on cultural excursions to Petra for a day.

 

The Cinque Mondes Spa is Club Med’s signature spa.

Club Med Sinai Bay will offer the choice between two fine dining restaurants – one of which will offer a panoramic view of the bay - and three stylish bars.  Club Med’s cuisine will offer a fusion of local flavours with an international influence. Wine aficionados will also appreciate the extensive wine list with Old and New World vintages.

Visit www.clubmed.co.uk. Contact : Lois Kettlewell at lois.kettlewell@fourcommunications.com.

Desroches Island, Seychelles

Desroches Island, a coral, private island with 13km of unspoilt beaches and lush, green forests, surrounded by white, sandy beaches in the Seychelles has been named one of the ‘The World’s Best 100 Hotels’ by the Sunday Times Travel Magazine.  

Desroches Island has also been named by Forbes Magazine as ‘One of The World’s Most Remote Hotels’.

Visit : www.desroches-island.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storrington-communications.com.

The New Ellington, Leeds UK

The New Ellington, luxury hotel in Leeds, which opened 20th September, is launching its 'Films on Friday' package, available through the Leeds International Film Festival (4th - 21st November 2010).

The Leeds International Film Festival is England’s largest outside of London. Running from 4th – 21st November, the festival will open with the highly acclaimed ‘The King’s Speech’ featuring Colin Firth. 

Hosted in various venues around Leeds, films will be shown in Leeds Art Gallery, Leeds Town Hall and Nation of Shopkeepers.

Visit : www.bespokehotels.com/ellingtonleeds and www.leedsfilm.com. Contact : Laurel Greatrix at Laurel@rivapr.co.uk
The Crowne Plaza Heythrop Park, Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire UK

The 197 bedroom Crowne Plaza Heythrop Park, Oxford has opened alongside the 18th Century Heythrop Park Hotel.  

Set in 440 acres of Oxfordshire countryside, Heythrop Park Resort is a country estate combining two luxury hotels, a championship-standard 18-hole golf course, a contemporary health club and a choice of four restaurants and bars.

The 18 hole Bainbridge Course (opened Autumn 2009) was designed by the well-known golf course architect, Tom Mackenzie (who has advised on 27 of Golf World Magazine’s Top 50 UK Courses). 

Visit : www.heythropparkresort.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Newman at lucy.newman@brightergroup.com. 

Jumby Bay

Rosewood’s luxury 300-acre private island, Jumby Bay is located two miles off the coast of Antigua, which re-opened in December 2009 following a $28 million renovation and complete transformation,.

Accessible only by boat, the resort offers upscale travelers a relaxed and authentic Caribbean escape with superb white-sand beaches and lush tropical environment. 

The resort has 40 guest rooms within the 28 new and 12 updated suites and villas. The new Sense, A Rosewood Spa®, is an open-air sanctuary.

Visit www.JumbBayResort.com. Contact : Louise Swanne at louise.swanne@rivapr.co.uk / laurel@rivapr.co.uk 

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 

· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.orlandoinfo.com. Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@orlandocvb.com.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 


· Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa,  Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com and www.daltmurada.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.

· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com.

· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.

· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 

· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp, a luxurious tented camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia, offering walking safaris, game drives, canoeing, boat trips and fishing - will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.

· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.

· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.

· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 

· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    

· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 

Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 

Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 

· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities through the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.bikethewhites.com. Contact: Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups

The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 

The Leisure Pass

The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books

www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
Bradt Travel 

www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone

www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS

www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook

www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  

Inn House Publishing

www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers

www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 

Lonely Planet

www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Brynony  Cole at bryony.cole@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Morris Communications 

www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides

www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com


Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 

www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft

www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

	The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 


	
	The International Travel Writers Alliance 

www.itwalliance.com
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides information and support to who travel to write, edit broadcast or create images.

 

The Alliance reaches and influences professional travel journalists through :

· the bi-monthly Alliance bulletin 

· Alliance alerts providing specific information on destinations or travel pursuits

· Destination dossiers, providing detailed media briefings 

· Destination networking events 

· planning and managing individual and group press trips and travel writer symposiums, and  

· staging professional development workshops 
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	AllWays 

www.allwaystraveller.com 

AllWays is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance, which allows Alliance embers to get their features and images to travelers worldwide.


	Issue 84 : mid-October 2010 :  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies

News : items of interest to travel journalists   

Leads : story ideas 

· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 

A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 

Ongoing initiatives

Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities

Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

Travel guides : that will offer review copies

· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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  The International Travel Writers Alliance
	


	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency. 

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

The Lower Rhine, Holland

The Lower Rhine is located on the border of south-east Holland and western Germany and covers the regions of : North Limburg, North-Eastern Brabant, Veluwe, Arnhem and Nijmegen in Holland and the German Niederrhein (including the towns of Kleve, Xanten, Neuss, Duisburg and Krefeld).  

The many cities, towns and villages that fall into the region each bring their own traditions and culture. 

The Lower Rhine region has deep roots in the fashion industry, hosting the largest outdoor fashion show in the world and also being the location where designers Viktor & Rolf perfected their trade (Arnhem).  

In addition, the Kröller-Müller museum holds the most extensive van Gogh collection outside of the Amsterdam’s van Gogh museum, as well as pieces by Picasso and Rembrandt and other internationally famous artists.  

Visit : www.coolbreaks.com. For press trip information contact : Rianne Ojeh at rojeh@holland.com.

Bath Art Affair, UK 

The first Bath Art Affair takes place between 12 to 21 November 2010,

The event will include high profile exhibitions, live music, wine tasting, demonstrations and talks. 

It will be the first time that such a showcase has been held, presenting the best Bath has to offer art enthusiasts and collectors.  

Some of the artists showing during the Art Affair include Damien Hirst, Banksy, Peter Blake and Henry Moore, and will be represented in the commercial and public art galleries of this World Heritage City.

 

The Bath Galleries Group is a collaboration between the city's art galleries and dealers, with the primary objective of celebrating Bath as an art city to an international audience.  

The group includes over 30 art galleries, museums, antique dealers and artists studios and represents some of the UK’s leading contemporary artists in disciplines ranging from painting and drawing, to ceramics, sculpture and glass.

Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. For press trips to Bath contact : Lucy Weaver at lucy_weaver@bathtourism.co.uk. 

Africa Safari Holidays

Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa.

Africa Safari Holidays is a small inbound and destination tour offering safaris that make use of a wide variety of fascinating and unique activities and locations combining prime areas and routes with competitive rates to ensure the best opportunities to experience Africa’s natural and cultural wealth.

Kenya is the origin of the safari holidays characterized by the vast National Parks which are homes to an impressive array of wildlife.  It offers superb wildlife and cultural encounters with fascinating human history.

Tanzania is a home for Africa’s prime wildlife giving you a chance to explore and enjoy Africa and its wonders.  The atmosphere is magical as well as the warmth and friendliness of its people.

Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 


Partners

Biltmore Hotel in Coral Gables Florida

The Historic Biltmore Hotel of Coral Gables has been a favorite of world leaders, celebrities, and sports stars since its opening in the 1920’s. As a standard setting resort, the Biltmore Hotel showcases championship golf, cosmopolitan dining, a luxury spa and premier conference facilities, all the while exceeding most refined expectations.

Graced with elegance and class, the Biltmore Hotel offers a stunning location in the exclusive Coral Gables area of Miami.  

Visit : www.biltmorehotel.com. Contact : Rosa Quiroz at Rquiroz@biltmorehotel.com. 


Unusual Hotels of the World

Unusual Hotels of the World is the online guide for travellers interested in staying somewhere truly different. 

Sharla arrived in Europe over 20 years ago with a love of Italy and two suitcases. Today she has an Italian husband, a teenage daughter, a sailboat, and a thriving career as a travel marketing consultant and writer. She lives in and travels throughout Northeast Italy and has a thorough knowledge of hotels and local attractions. 

Visit : www.uhotw.com. Contact : Sharla Ault at sharlaa@uhotw.com. 
 

African Mirror Travel

African Mirror Travel is a community-based tourism, wildlife safaris and adventures tour and travel agency.

Visit : www.africanmirrortravel.com. Contact : Tendekai Kapito at tkapito@africanmirrortravel.com.

Medieval Bhutan Tours

Medieval Bhutan Tours is an inbound tour operators that gives the visitors, the ultimate satisfaction to their journey in to the Himalayan kingdom of Bhutan. 

With a team of dedicated staff, the company is the true Guide for Bhutan Travel fulfilling all the needs of the clients and making their holidays, enjoyable and memorable one. It deals with every aspects of Bhutan Adventure Tours and trekking as well as cultural visit. Explore this Majestic kingdom nestled in the high Himalayas with this trusted partner of  Bhutan tours.

Visit : www.medievalbhutan.com. Contact : Druk Tshering at druktshe@gmail.com
Diallo Tours

Diallo Tours is a Senegal based incoming tour operator and destination management company specialising in customised tours, group travel, corporate and business trips, educational tours, eco-tours, incentive trips, business trips, family travel, excursions, roundtrips, leisure, cultural and nature tours, mice offers, adventures trip to Senegal.  We also provide beach accomodations, exotic sunny vacations, deluxe resorts, river cruise, sports holidays activities. 

Visit : www.diallotours.com. Contact :Abdoulaye Diallo at info@diallotours.com. 

Poppy Travel

Poppy Travel is proud to be the official travel arm of The Royal British Legion. They offer 65 Journey of Remembrance tours to 27 countries.  

Their tours focus on destinations where British and Commonwealth campaigns took place in WWI, WWII and more recent conflicts and are truly unique as they feature visits to Commonwealth War Grave Commission cemeteries where they hold very special services.  

Poppy Travel tours are lead by very experienced military historian guides and are accompanied by a doctor.  

Visit : www.britishlegion.org.uk. Contact : Nikki Archer-Waring at narcherwaring@britishlegion.org.uk. 


Park’N Fly

www.parknfly.ca 

Park’N Fly is Canadian owned and operated and has and continues to provided travelers with convenient and cost effective parking to both corporate and leisure travelers for over 40 years.

Park’N Fly is a customer focused organization as well as an industry leading service provider for airport parking in Canada.

Robert Wheaton at rwheaton@parknfly.ca
Trekabout.com.au

Trekabout.com.au is Australia's number 1 video website for travel and tourism. We are also a nation wide film company producing stunning HD video segments for hotels and attractions.

Visit : www.Trekabout.com.au. Contact : Dean Arnold at info@trekabout.com.au

TravMedia

TravMedia is the dedicated international travel industry news service, supplying journalists with the latest travel news wherever you are, at whatever time of the day. 

Created for journalists by journalists, TravMedia offers you free access to breaking press releases and industry information, together with video, photography, company information and communication department contact details from thousands of travel industry organizations. 

Visit : www.travmedia.com. Contact : Mark O'Toole at mark.otoole@travmedia.com.

Honour Way

Honour Way is a destination marketing agency whose clients include privately owned and managed lodges including :

· Ker & Downey Botswana

· Tongabezi Lodge, and Norman Carr Safaris in Zambia

· Kaya Mawa in Malawi, and 

· The Uganda Safari Company.

Tongabezi, Livingstone, Zambia


“The Jetty” Lodge at is now open with Zambezi River views for casual dining, private dining and reading.  Extensive lodge refurbishments and new swimming pool were completed in July. 


Norman Carr Safaris, South Luangwa, Zambia


Kapani Lodge and the Bush Camps, Nsolo, Kakuli, Mchenja and Luwi have recently undergone a soft furnishings refurbishment.  

 
Kaya Mawa, Likoma Island, Malawi

 

Following the completion of the new island lodge in April, construction is underway for an additional family house, due to open in December.  

This luxurious four bedroom villa is located 15-minutes from Kaya Mawa.   

Visit : www.honourway.com.  For press trips contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

Agencies

Grayling

Grayling represents Accor in the UK and its portfolio of 145 hotels including:

Novotel 

There are over 30 contemporary Novotel hotels in central UK city locations providing family and business services and leisure facilities. www.novotel.com 

Mercure

There are more than 30 Mercure hotels in the UK. www.mercure.com 

Ibis

The leading budget hotel chain has over 50 hotels in major UK towns and cities. www.ibishotel.com 

Etap Hotel

The low-cost hotel brand has 17 hotels in prime UK city, airport and motorway locations. www.etaphotel.com 

All Seasons

Accor's new budget brand of medium-sized hotels in central urban locations. www.all-seasons-hotels.com 

Contact : Ruth Law at ruth.law@grayling.com 

	News


Conferences & Seminars

The European Journalism Centre is organising a series of information briefings for journalists on various EU policy areas in 2010 including :

· Common Foreign and Security Policy

· Economical and Financial Policy

· EU External Co-operation in Action, and 

· European Neighbourhood Policy  

The EJC has a dedicated website for our seminars that serves as a registration tool for journalists wishing to attend high-quality information briefings about a wide range of European affairs.

Visit : www.ejcseminars.eu.  

SAS Scandinavian Airlines

SAS Scandinavian Airlines is planning to host the world's first same-sex wedding in the air onboard an Airbus A340 between Stockholm and New York on December 6th this year. To find the couple, the airline recently launched a social media campaign, Love is in the air.

Visit : www.flysas.com/love. Contact : Michael Collins at michael@travelmedia.ie 

Cruise poll

The Italian port of Venice has been voted the cruise fans’ favourite port in the world, according to a new YouGov survey. 

Venice was voted top by 12% of cruise goers with New York second choice with 9% and Barcelona third place with 7%.

Other survey findings show that :  

· 23.8 million passengers visited a European port, an 80% increase since 2005

· 4.8 million passengers joined their cruise at a European port

· 152 cruise ships were operating in the Mediterranean and 95 in Northern Europe  

· The European cruise industry generated 296,288 jobs in 2009

· Italy is Europe’s largest centre for cruise ship construction with more than half of new builds through until 2014

· the UK provides the largest number of cruise passengers within Europe 

· Greece and Italy continue to compete in popularity as destinations, with both holding nearly 21% of the market; Spain retained its third position with 17.3% 

Visit www.discovercruises.co.uk Contact : Lois Kettlewell at Lois.Kettlewell@fourcommunications.com. 

Hotel Energy Solutions

The United Nations World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) and the Town Council of Palma, Mallorca have signed an agreement establishing Palma as the first pilot costal destination to join the Hotel Energy Solutions (HES) project. 

Over the coming months, the twenty five participating hotels in Palma de Majorca will test the beta version of the HES e-toolkit, a specialized online tool enabling them to assess their current energy needs and prioritize investment in energy. 

Visit : www.hotelenergysolutions.net. Contact : Jelena Novakovic at jnovakovic@UNWTO.org 

Montserrat

The Montserrat Tourist Board has revamped its destination website. Montserrat is located 27 miles southwest of Antigua in the Caribbean.

Visit : www.visitmontserrat.com, Contact :  Tom Panagos at tom@saltmarshpr.co.uk

Sunparks

Sunparks Sandur Drenthe, the company’s latest resort in the Netherlands, opens in January 2011. Located on the German border in eastern Netherlands, Sunparks Sandur Drenthe is the latest addition to a now nine-strong range of holiday villages across Europe. 

Visit : www.sunparks.co.uk. Contact : Dan Allen at dan@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

The New Ellington, Leeds UK

The now opened New Ellington in Leeds UK is a boutique, 35 room property featuring The Gin Bar  - the only one of its kind in Leeds, stocking 16 different kinds - and a destination restaurant, The Restaurant at The Ellington.

Visit : www.bespokehotels.com/ellingtonleeds. Contact Laurel at 

laurel@rivapr.co.uk
	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

St. Kitts

The St. Kitts Tourism Authority has produced a 'new look' version of its destination website.

Located in the northern Leeward Islands of the Caribbean, St. Kitts offers a diverse tourism product developed from the destination’s natural beauty, cultural heritage and rich history.  

The island’s tourism attractions include :

· hiking through the tropical rainforest

· riding the scenic railway that connects the island’s sugar plantations

· visiting the Caribelle Batik factory, touring Brimstone Hill Fortress National Park, the only man-made UNESCO World Heritage Site in the Eastern Caribbean, and 

· the more traditional vacation pastimes such as watersports, golf, shopping, tennis, gourmet dining, gaming at one of St. Kitts’ two casinos and sandy beaches.  

Guests can select from accommodation ranging from intimate plantation inns to larger hotels or resorts.  

Visit : www.stkittstourism.kn. Contact : Theresa Roldan at office@river-communications.com.

The Slovenian Alpine Museum

The Slovenian Alpine Museum, which highlights the history of mountaineering in the country has opened in Mojstrana.

The new Slovenian Alpine Museum is a national project which will connect the whole of the mountaineering/hillwalking, alpinism, mountain rescue and mountain guide community. 

Visit : www.planinskimuzej.si. Contact : info@slovenia.info 

Bok Tower Gardens, Florida

Bok Tower Gardens, a National Historic Landmark, voted Florida’s Best Garden, is located 55 miles southwest of Orlando and 60 miles east of Tampa near Lake Wales, Florida.

Visit : www.boktowergardens.org. Contact : Cassie Jacoby at cjacoby@boktower.org.

Sceptre Tours

Sceptre Tours, which has made a name for itself selling affordably priced escorted and independent vacation packages first to Ireland and Britain, and then later Italy, is now selling Spain.

Based in Lynbrook, New York, Sceptre Tours is a family-owned and operated company providing trips to Ireland, Britain, Italy, as well as River Cruising.

Visit : www.sceptretours.com. Contact : Jane Coloccia at janecoloccia@gmail.com.

Fiji 

Fiji is stepping up cruises to Fiji’s remote North-East. 

Cruises travel to Taveuni Island where travelers visit the International Dateline and Taveuni Island is also on the doorstep of the best soft coral diving in the world.

Captain Cook Cruises offer the 7 night Northern Fiji Dateline Discovery Cruise that reveals the unique history, art and culture of the Northern Fiji Islands.

Visit: www.captaincook.com.au. Contact : Pandora George at pandora@oliverrelations.co.uk. 

Voyages of Discovery’s

Voyages of Discovery’s winter 2011/12 brochure has new destinations, cruises and excursions including a three-day visit to the vibrant, colonial Yangon (formerly Rangoon) in Myanmar and Australia’s Great Barrier Reef.  

Discovery visits Japan and China for the first time with excursions to Kyota, the former Imperial capital of Japan, the island city of Xiamen, China and Bund waterfront, Shanghai, China. 

Visit www.voyagesofdiscovery.co.uk. Charlene Sarao at Charlene.Sarao@Sirenpr.co.uk. 

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

Cézanne’s Card Players, The Courtauld Gallery, London

21 October 2010 to 16 January 2011

Paul Cézanne’s famous paintings of peasant card players and pipe smokers have long been considered to be among his most iconic and powerful works.  

This landmark exhibition, organised by The Courtauld Gallery in London and the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, will be the first to focus on this group of masterpieces.  

Visit : www.courtauld.ac.uk. Contact : Annie Roper at annie@suebond.co.uk. 

Art Basel Miami Beach, Florida, USA

2 to 5 December 2010 (annual)

Around 220 galleries from the USA, Canada, Europe, Latin America, Africa and Asia exhibit 20th and 21st century works by over 2000 artists, selected by a committee from over 650 applications.

Sister event to the world's premier international art show for modern works, which takes place in Basel, Switzerland (June). Features paintings, sculpture, drawings, installations, photographs, special editions, video and digital art, as well as cutting-edge projects presented in converted shipping containers on Miami Beach.

Visit : www.artbasel.com. Contact : Sonja Dörig at sonja.doerig@artbasel.com.

Paris International Nautical Fair, France

4 to 12 December 2010 (annual, 50th)

Major international boat show.Around 1000 exhibitors showcase 1500 nautical brands. Over 1400 boats are displayed. Around 300,000 visitors attend from over 25 countries.

Visit : www.salonnautiqueparis.com. Contact : Claire Poirier at nautic@rivacom.fr.

International Luxury Travel Market, Cannes, France

6 to 9 December 2010 (annual, 9th)

A b2b travel event catering exclusively for the luxury end. Luxury travel represents the elite 3% of travellers, who account for 20% of total annual travel expenditure, and who are largely immune to economic slowdown. Around 45,000 appointments between buyers and exhibitors take place.

Visit : www.iltm.net. Contact : Sandra Boutonnet at sandra.boutonnet@cut-coms.co.uk. 

Millionaire Fair Amsterdam. The Netherlands

9 to 13 December 2010 (annual, 9th)

Largest luxury fair in the world takes place in multiple location including Shanghai, Munich, Kortrijk, Moscow and Istanbul. Luxury goods market showcases antiques, private aeroplanes and yachts, exclusive jewellery, real estate, cars and racehorses.

Visit : www.millionairefair.com and www.miljonair.nl. Contact : Marieke Dörr at marieke@gmg.nl. 

The Holiday & Travel Show : Manchester Central, Manchester, UK

14 to 16 January 201 (annual, 19th) 

Provides ideas and expert advice for making holiday and travel decisions. Largest and most established event of its kind in the UK (a smaller sister event takes place in Glasgow, February). 

Visit : www.holidayshows.com. Contact : Louis Hill at louis.hill@sourcepr.co.uk.

The Globe Travel Awards : Grosvenor House, 90 Park Lane, London, UK

19 January 2011 (annual, 34th)

The awards celebrates the UK's leading travel industry operators. One of the most glamourous and best attended travel awards in the country. 

Visit : www.globetravelawards.co.uk. Contact : Jenny Shaw at jenny.shaw@rbi.co.uk.

International Blues Challenge, Beale Street, Memphis, Tennessee, USA

1 to 5 February 2011 (annual, 27th)

Blues musicians from around the world compete for cash, prizes and industry recognition.

Event Intelligence. World's largest gathering of Blues acts represents an international search by The Blues Foundation for the best unsigned band. 

Visit : www.blues.org/ibc. Contact : Jay Sieleman at jay@blues.org.

New York National Boat Show : New York City, USA

19 to 23 January 2011 (annual, 106th)

The show showcases over 1000 new models including yachts, cruisers, canoes, kayaks and fishing boats, as well as electronics, engines, fishing gear, insurance, travel destinations and nautical gifts.

World's first and longest-running recreational boating show. Over 80,000 boating and fishing enthusiasts and industry professionals attend. 

Visit : www.nyboatshow.com. Contact : Ellen Hopkins at ehopkins@nmma.org.

Sundance Film Festival : Park City, Utah, USA

20 to 30 January 2011 (annual, 31st)

Leading showcase for independent American cinema is also a major fixture on the global film calendar. Founded by actor Robert Redford in 1981. Expanded in recent years to include film culture events, panel discussions, youth programmes, online exhibitions and live music.

Visit : www.festival.sundance.org.  Contact : Brooks Addicott at press@sundance.org.

VinterJazz : Copenhagen, Denmark

22 January 2010 to 07 February 2010 (annual, 33rd)

Winter jazz festival comprises around 120 concerts at 40 venues. Visit : www.vinterjazz.dk. Contact : Maria Carelse at maria@vinterjazz.dk. 

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Less travelled destinations

Travelzest, the UK holiday retailer with integrated boutique tour operations, is looking to promote lesser-travelled parts of the world including :

Sarawak, Borneo

The lesser visited of Malaysian Borneo’s two regions, Sarawak is a natural destination with cascading waterfalls, the largest cave chamber in the world, spectacular limestone formations and pristine beaches. 

Culturally colourful with 27 ethnic groups and a kaleidoscope of festivals and events, the Land of the Hornbill also offers exotic wildlife such as the orang-utan and the largest flower in the world, the Rafflesia. 

Western Sicily

This part of Sicily offers a distinctively different experience from that of the east and is less-crowded. North African influences dominate Western Sicily with examples of Byzantine mosaics, couscous on the menu (there is an annual couscous festival), and well-preserved medieval towns. 

Moorish architecture stands alongside baglio - traditional, ancient Sicilian farmhouses characterised by thick walls, courtyards and arches, only to be found in Western Sicily. 

The Philippines

The Philippines saw a rise in popularity in 2010 following the political unrest in Thailand. The central region – in particular Bicol – remains relatively unknown in the UK, yet offers deserted beaches and fantastic natural parks. 

Donsol also offers firefly watching, the grumbling Mount Mayon Volcano, lakes, caving, cycling and hiking opportunities, as well as a great stop-off point for serious divers heading for the Manta Bowl at Ticau Island. 

Baracoa, Cuba

It’s an area in Cuba’s far east, where women wash clothes in the river, and farmers shake coconut trees (it’s the Cuban capital of coconut and cocoa production). 

Founded on 15 August 1511, next year is Baracoa’s 500th anniversary, and it's increasingly popular with families in search of authenticity rather than a resort. 

Playa Nibujón is a locally-loved (and only locally-known) beach, with no tourist facilities whatsoever.  A mountain behind makes it a seductive spot, and offers good walking for those keen to earn their time on the beach. If you’re really serious, rent a bike in Baracoa and cycle the 20km journey.

Travelzest is a travel group, with a collection of online and call centre travel retailers with integrated boutique tour operators that have operations in over 5 countries in Europe and North America.  

Visit : www.travelzest.com. Contact : Sarah Belcher at s.belcher@travelpr.co.uk. 

Museums in South East England


There are 300 museums across the nine counties that make up South East England Incliding :

Dinosaur Farm Museum

Isle of Wight

Listed in the Guardian Family Friendly Awards 2009, this museum has fossils and bones and offers guided fossil hunts and hands on activities for kids. www.dinosaurisle.com  



Portsmouth Historic Dockyard 

Portsmouth, Hampshire


Home to the Mary Rose, HMS Victory and HMS Warrior 1860.

Museum of History & Science 

Oxford, Oxfordshire

One of the largest collections of early scientific instruments in one of the oldest surviving museums. www.mhs.ox.ac.uk  

Booth Museum of Natural History 

Brighton, East Sussex


This museum-cum-gallery has an outstanding collection of quirky and unique photography. www.booth.virtualmuseum.info/visitor_information.asp    

Amberley Museum and Heritage Centre 

Arundel, West Sussex


Amberley is a 36 acre open-air site dedicated to the industrial heritage of the South East. www.amberleymuseum.co.uk  


Jane Austen House Museum 

Chawton, Hampshire


This museum offers a wide range of new activities based on the interpretation of Jane Austen’s life. www.jane-austens-house-museum.org.uk 



Bursledon Windmill 

Southampton, Hampshire


This traditional mill near Southampton is one of 19 separate museums and specialist sites across the county of Hampshire.  

Other highlights include The Allen Gallery at Alton with its outstanding ceramics collection, and Andover’s Museum of the Iron Age, which tells the story of the Danebury Ring hill fort.


www.Hants.gov.uk/museums 

Rochester Guildhall Museum 

Rochester, Kent


Charles Dickens spent many years living in Kent and you can learn about this in the Discover Dickens Room at the Museum.

www.visitmedway.org 

Contact : Samantha Crossfield at samantha@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

 

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Saladero Lodge, Golfo Dulce, Costa Rica

Saladero Lodge is a small eco lodge located on 480 acres inside Piedras Blancas National Park and 1/2 mile beachfront. 

The resort is remote but easily accessible by boat access.

Visit : www.saladerolodge.com.  Contact : Pura Vida at fincasaladero@gmail.com. 

Beach House Maldives

The 35 acre private island resort of Beach House Maldives is offering up to six nights free this autumn.

Beach House Maldives, The Waldorf Astoria Collection, is located on the lagoon-ringed Haa Alifu Atoll which is fringed by beaches and complemented with an unspoilt jungle-filled interior. 

The resort comprises 83 Maldivian-style villas, three restaurants, four bars and a luxurious spa.  Each villa comes complete with a private pool and butler.

Visit: www.waldorfastoriacollection.com. Contact : Louise Ferrall at louise@ktapr.com. 

UK Independent Hostels

Members of the 300-strong network of UK Independent Hostels now occupy unusual buildings that used to be something else. 

These include lighthouse keepers’ cottages; railway carriages; schools; Methodist chapels and a courthouse.A large number have also been converted from old farm buildings and barns. 

They generally provide self-catering facilities and are suitable for singles, couples and groups seeking friendly, clean and inexpensive accommodation. Prices are from around £10 per person per night.

 

Lighthouses and Railway Carriages

Two hostels are located in former lighthouse keepers’ cottages in remote and dramatic locations in Scotland. 

Rattray Head eco-hostel is set amongst huge dunes on an isolated 11 mile sandy beach near Peterhead in Aberdeenshire. 

Perched on the cliff top 12 miles north of Gairloch in the Highlands is Rua Reidh lighthouse, which still beams out light to the Outer Isles and Skye.  

Guided walks are on offer from the hostel while the area is great for watching whales and dolphins from the mainland. A night’s stay is from £10.50pp rising to £22 for a room with private en-suite facilities.

 

The two former railway carriages are also located in Scotland. 

Adjacent to Glenfinnan Railway Station, which is on the West Highland Line, near Fort William is the historic Glenfinnan Sleeping Car; there’s also a dining car next door if you prefer not to self-cater. 

This is an ideal location for exploring the mountains of Lochaber, Rough Bounds, Moidart and Ardgour or a good stopping off point on the way to Skye.  A night’s stay here is £14pp or you can book the entire carriage which sleeps ten for £120.

 

At Rogart Station midway between Inverness and John O’Groats you can stay in three first class carriages or a showman’s wagon, which have been tastefully converted retaining many original features. 

Four trains per day pass through the small crofting community, which has a shop, post office and pub/restaurant. 

 

Visit : www.IndependentHostelGuide.co.uk. Contact : Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.orlandoinfo.com. Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@orlandocvb.com.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 


· Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa,  Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com and www.daltmurada.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.

· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com.

· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.

· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 

· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp, a luxurious tented camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia, offering walking safaris, game drives, canoeing, boat trips and fishing - will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.

· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.

· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.

· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 

· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    

· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 

Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 

Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 

· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities through the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.bikethewhites.com. Contact: Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups

The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 

The Leisure Pass

The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books

www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
Bradt Travel 

www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone

www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS

www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook

www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  

Inn House Publishing

www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers

www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 

Lonely Planet

www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Brynony  Cole at bryony.cole@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Morris Communications 

www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides

www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com


Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 

www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft

www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

	The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 


	
	The International Travel Writers Alliance 

www.itwalliance.com
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides information and support to who travel to write, edit broadcast or create images.

 

The Alliance reaches and influences professional travel journalists through :

· the bi-monthly Alliance bulletin 

· Alliance alerts providing specific information on destinations or travel pursuits

· Destination dossiers, providing detailed media briefings 

· Destination networking events 

· planning and managing individual and group press trips and travel writer symposiums, and  

· staging professional development workshops 
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	AllWays 

www.allwaystraveller.com 

AllWays is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance, which allows Alliance embers to get their features and images to travelers worldwide.


	Issue 83 : October 2010 :  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies

News : items of interest to travel journalists   

Leads : story ideas 

· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 

A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 

Ongoing initiatives

Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities

Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

Travel guides : that will offer review copies

· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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  The International Travel Writers Alliance
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  The International Travel Writers Alliance
	


	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency. 

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Ranching in Oklahoma

Tiger Mountain Ranch, Henryetta, OK


Ranch retreat offers an Old West flavor with lodging, equestrian center, fishing, hiking and hayrides. 

Guests can also enjoy nature walks, trail rides and bird watching. Fishing boats, horses and kayaks provided. Meals available.


Visit : www.tigermountainranch.com. 
 
Meadowlake Ranch, Sand Springs (Tulsa), OK


Enjoy a week-long or weekend getaway at this 300 acre scenic ranch just outside of Tulsa. 

Recreation activities on the ranch include horseback riding, hiking, catch-and-release fishing in one of our five private lakes. A canoe is provided for guest's use.

Visit : www.meadowlakeranch.com. 


Island Guest Ranch, Ames, OK


This 5,000-acre, working cattle ranch is located on a island in the Cimarron River. 

Oklahoma's oldest guest ranch, owned by a 4th generation ranching family. Attractions at the ranch include horseback riding, square dancing, powwows, fishing, swimming, hiking, trap shooting and trolley rides pulled by a team of Belgian draft horses. All activities are supervised. Guests also have the opportunity to try their hand in team penning (a real cowboy chore) and instructions in roping.

Visit : www.islandguestranch.com. 


For press trip opportunities contact : Derek Mackenzie-Hook at dmh@TravelKsOk.co.uk. 

 

Reykjavik Bike Tours

Reykjavik Bike Tours is a family owned and operated tour operator, which offers scheduled and private guided bicycle tours in Iceland‘s capital city, as well as daytrips outside of Reykjavik. 

The tours are led by Stefan Helgi Valsson and Ursula Spitzbart who will be delighted to provide tours for Alliance members. 

Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

The Paris Sightseeing Pass

Alliance members can get a complementary Paris Sightseeing Pass, which gives access to over 60 top attractions in Paris including The Arc de Triomphe, Palace of Versailles and the Bateaux Parisiens for a sightseeing cruise along the Seine. 

Users have priority access at the busiest sights to avoid queues, a free guidebook, and many additional deals, discounts and free offers. 

A Paris Sightseeing Pass includes a metro pass giving you unlimited travel on the metro, buses and RER within central Paris.

Visit www.parispass.com. Emily Cuthbert at emily.cuthbert@Sirenpr.co.uk. 

Golfing press trips in Tees Valley, UK

 

Visit Lees Valley is offering Alliance members the chance to visit Tees Valley and experience its stunning golf courses. Nestled between North Yorkshire and County Durham, Tees Valley is a patchwork of vibrant towns, picturesque villages, gorgeous countryside and exhilarating coastal destinations. 

 

Press trip would include complimentary accommodation in 3/4/5 star hotels, all meals, travel, and golf. 

  

Two and half hours from London Tees Valley has stunning countryside and beautiful coastline, dotted with USGA championship standard courses, greens and fairways on cliff tops, and one of Europe’s most challenging courses. Any golfer yet to discover Tees Valley’s courses is missing out on a truly distinctive experience. 

 

These include a USGA championship course, one of Europe’s most challenging courses designed by Marc Westenborg, the oldest links course in Yorkshire, the 10th oldest club in England, cliff top locations and memorable views of the Heritage Coast and Cleveland Hills.

 

Visit : www.visitteesvalley.co.uk. Contact : Sophie O'Mahony at sophie.omahony@coolbluebrand.co.uk 

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 


Partners

Green Mountain Chalets

Green Mountain Chalets is an independent, owner run ski chalet in St Martin de Belleville, The Three Valleys, France. It is owned and run by James and Gemma Greenway – a Leeds, UK based couple who started the company as a knee jerk reaction to the 9-5 lifestyle.

New for the upcoming season Green Mountain Chalets has become the official alpine test centre for a leading UK snowboard manufacturer.

Visit www.greenmountainchalets.co.uk. Contact : James Greenway at info@greenmountainchalets.co. 

Ecuador Travel 

Ecuador Traveler is run by Peter Lauffer who has spent 10 years in Ecuador organizing special interest journeys throughout the country.

Visit : www.ecuadortraveler.com. Contact :Peter Lauffer at peter@ecuadortraveler.com. 


African Safari Holidays

Agnes has a vast experience in African Travel and is always ready to provide information and travel assistance to travelers in East Africa.  She is efficient, reliable and quick in responding to all travel queries to East Africa.

Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 



WORLDHOTELS

Canada
WORLDHOTELS is the longest established Europe-based hotel group for independent hotels and regional brands worldwide. The company’s portfolio consists of almost 450 affiliate properties in over 250 destinations in 65 countries worldwide. The brand WORLDHOTELS was established in 2005, yet the roots of the company can be traced back to 1970.

Visit : www.worldhotels.com. Contact : EdwardPerry at eperry@worldhotels.com. 


The Hotel Goldener, Austria

The Hotel Goldener Berg is a family run Hotel up over Lech right on the piste and in the walking area of Arlberg. The four different Restaurants offer everything from Austrian cuisine to internationally praised fine dining. Children are taken care of all day in the Kiddy Club, while the parents enjoy the Alpin Spa. The wine cellar is one of the largest in Austria with over 900 different wines. The Alter Goldener Berg dates back to 1430. In winter it is ski in – ski out, in summer it is the ideal location for hikes, mountain biking, climbing tours, rafting, canyoning and many more. The Sporthotel in one of the largest skiing areas of Europe!

Visit : www.goldenerberg.at. Contact : Daniela Pfefferkorn at daniela.pfefferkorn@goldenerberg.at.

Canada Tourism Prince Edward Island

Canada
Tourism Prince Edward Island is the destination marketing organization for the Province of Prince Edward Island. Prince Edward Island offers a wide range of tourism products including outstanding scenic coastal beauty, world-class beaches, unique cultural attractions including musical theatre such as - "Anne of Green Gables – The Musical™", national historic sites, excellent dining and a complete range of first-class accommodations.

Visit : www.gov.pe.ca. Contact : Craig Sulis at cdsulis@gov.pe.ca. 


Coastal South Carolina USA

www.CoastalSC.com 

Coastal South Carolina USA is a destination marketing organisation featuring 3 premiere destinations of the American South - Historic Charleston, Hilton Head Island, and Myrtle Beach.

Visit : www.gorover.com. Contact : Gary Edwards at Gary@CoastalSC.com. 


SkiRover.com 

SkiRover.com was founded by a few friends who love to ski and ride. We got tired of having to surf several sites just to gather information and plan a trip. 

SkiRover.com allows you to get all the information you need, view pictures and video, compare different destinations, find the latest deals and price your vacation.

Visit : www.skirover.com. Contact : Michael Landau at michael@gorover.com.

Agencies

Grayling

Grayling is the second largest independent global Public Relations, Public Affairs, Investor Relations and Events consultancy in the world.

The company has 70 offices in 40 locations in the US, Western and Eastern Europe, Eurasia, the Middle East and Asia Pacific with a strong network of preferred partners in other parts of the world.

Visit : www.grayling.com. Contact :  Victoria Webster at victoria.webster@grayling.com.



KP Communications

KP Communications handles :

· the Guild of Travel and Tourism : www.traveltourismguild.com, 

· Inside Luxury Travel : www.insideluxurytravel.com 

· The Chic Collection of Hotels : www.thechiccollection.com
· Shanghi Today :  www.shanghai-today.com, and 

· Grand Canyon West, USA : www.usatourist.com  

Visit : www.kpcommunications.co.uk. Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk.

Chris Geno PR

Chris Geno is an experienced public relations consultant specializing in the tourism, hospitality, restaurant and winery industries. Based just outside of Washington DC in DC's Wine Country.

Contact : Chris Geno at chrisgenopr@gmail.com  

On Course Gold PR

www.oncoursegolf-pr.com
A golf public relations firm entering its 20th year representing golf courses, golf resorts, and golf communities around the world.  

Seasoned professionals with an excellent record for securing editorial coverage for clients in golf, travel, lifestyle and business publications and websites.  OCS knows how to tell the story and get results.

Jane Dally at Jane@oncoursegolf-pr.com.

Keene PR

www.keenepa.co.uk 

Keene is a broad-based communications consultancy that practices effective communications including PR, marketing, public affairs and digital communications. 

Based in London’s West End Keene PR has deep sector expertise in travel and clients including airlines and tourism boards.

Suzanne Holiday at suzanne@keenepa.co.uk.

Captive Minds 

www.captiveminds.com 

Captive Minds creates a dialogue between the brand and the individual. We empower the individual by personalising the communication channel. It means that brands, businesses and organisations can essentially have a 'one-to-one' with the people that matter to them the most.

Geraldine Huitric at geraldine.huitric@captiveminds.com. 




The Rodriguez Group

www.therodriguezgroup.net
The Rodriguez Group is a full service marketing agency specializing in reaching the Latino audience with over 20 years experience in the Travel industry.

Amy Rodriguez at amy@therodriguezgroup.net. 


	News


Findstringers

Findstringers, a global network has launched to bridge the gap between news organisations and journalists across the world. 

A division of VeriCorder Technology Inc, Findstringers, aims to provide international newsrooms with the geographical locations and contact details of freelancers signed up to the service, to enable them to form working relationships based on demand. 

Founder Gary Symons, who is based in Canada, says once an agreement has been made between the journalist and the company, the click of a button will have the reporter integrated into the newsroom within five seconds. The site will be available in several languages and aims to build a network of 10,000 freelancers across the globe within the first two years.

Visit : www.findstringers.com 

The Chickasaw Cultural Center, Oklahoma 

The Chickasaw Cultural Center, which is located on 109 acres of the 7,648 square miles of south-central Oklahoma owned by the Chickasaw Nation, provides a focus for this people.

Visit: www.chickasawculturalcenter.com. Contact : Derek Mackenzie-Hook at  press@travelksok.co.uk. 

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Gourmet lobster break in West Sweden 

A two-day safari from Handelsman Flink hotel offers a lobster safari to help catch, cook and then feast upon fresh lobster.

Visit : www.handelsmanflink.se and www.westsweden.com. Contact : Ian Bradley at Ian.Bradley@travelpr.co.uk. 

Birdwatching in Kenya

The Zambezi Safari and Travel Company has introduced a new, privately guided mobile safari into the wilds of Western Kenya for some of the best birding on the African continent. 

The trips take in Mt Elgon National Park and Kakamega Forest Reserve.

Visit : www.zambezi.com. Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independent-pr.co.uk. 

Borneo’s Lost World 

The Maliau Basin in Malaysia’s Sabah region is 25km wide and enclosed by cliffs over 1,700m high with 12 types of forest, 80 orchid and 270 bird species, 

Malaysia Experience run 12-night itineraries to this remote area with strictly limited access.

Visit : www.malaysiaexperience.co.uk). Contact : Karen Carpenter  at K.carpenter@travelpr.co.uk.

Dive in with wild dolphins in the Azores 

The mid-Atlantic archipelago of the Azores attracts many cetacean species – common, bottlenose and Atlantic dolphins among them. The location is around ten miles offshore and only two people are allowed in the water at once. 

Sunvil Discovery runs trips staying at the three-star Hotel Talisman on the main island of Sao Miguel and including a three-hour swimming-with-dolphins excursion.

Visit : www.sunvil.co.uk. Contact Mika Bishop at m.bishop@travelpr.co.uk.

On the Go, India

On the Go runs a range of tours to India including tours to Southern India with visits to the Munnar tea plantations and the Periyar National Park, South India’s most popular wildlife sanctuary.

The sanctuary is home to bison, antelopes, sambar and Bengal tigers (it is estimated that there are 40 that inhabit the 777sq.km reserve), the best elephant sanctuary in India and also home to over 260 different species of birds.

 

Visit : www.onthegotours.com. Contact : Emily Wilson at Emily@grifcopr.com.

Kids on St Kitts

Kids stay and eat free at participating hotels on the Caribbean island of St Kitts to 20 December 2010.

Participating hotels include:

· The St. Kitts Marriott Resort : www.marriott.co.uk 

· Bird Rock Beach Hotel : www.birdrockbeach.com 

· Ocean Terrace Inn : www.oceanterraceinn.com
· Frigate Bay Resort and Timothy Beach Resort  : www.frigatebay.com 

Visit : www.stkittstourism.kn. Contact : Deirdre Cumberbatch at deirdre@river-communications.com.

Exsus

Exsus is a small luxury tour operator arranging bespoke holidays around the world including :   

· Argentinian adventure - kayak with whales and orcas in Patagonia

· Cruise glaciers in Chile - explore the San Rafael glacier aboard the Noctiluca boat

· North East Brazil – the spotlight is on the Rio Grande do Norte with the November opening of the Natal Ocean Club

· The Aeolian Islands – Sicily’s lesser known unspoilt sisters

Visit : www.exsus.com. Contact : Lizzie Morrison at elizabeth.morrison@lewispr.com.  

Champagne Laurent-Perrier

Champagne Laurent-Perrier is joining forces, during November, with some of the United Kingdom’s most beautiful hotels, all with Michelin starred restaurants, to offer a ‘Vintage Escape Package’.

The package available midweek throughout November sees anyone purchasing a bottle of 

Laurent-Perrier Grand Siècle at the listed price of £199 a night’s free accommodation with breakfast at their chosen hotel.

Participating hotels include : 

· The Lords of the Manor Hotel in Gloucestershire:  www.lordsofthemanor.com
· the Devonshire Arms Country House Hotel www.thedevonshirearms.co.uk
· The Montagu Arms Hotel in the New Forest : www.montaguarmshotel.co.uk 

· Holbeck Ghyll in the Lake District : www.holbeckghyll.com
Contact : Joanna at Jo.p@cookeandbrandpr.co.uk
	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

The Amsterdam Dance Event

20 to 23 October (annual 15th) 

The Amsterdam Dance Event is the world's leading conference and festival for electronic music featuring performances by over 700 artists at 44 different venues. 

Visit : www.amsterdam-dance-event.nl. Contact : Clare Dover at  clare@globalpublicity.co.uk.

Travel Classics West 2010

Royal Palms Resort and SpaScottsdale, Arizona

28-31October 2010

Travel Classics West brings together freelance writers and more than a dozen assigning editors from the top magazines in the country. 

Visit : www.travelclassics.com. Contact : Maren Rudolph at maren@travelclassics.com.    

Stockholm International Film Festival, Sweden

17 to 28 November 2010 (annual, 20th)

One of northern Europe's foremost film festivals. Screenings, retrospectives and Q&A sessions are hosted by directors, actors and producers. 

Visit : www.stockholmfilmfestival.se. Contact : Sara Vahabi at presschef@stockholmfilmfestival.se.

Cologne Fine Art & Antiques, Germany

19 November to 23 November 2010 (annual, 5th)

Major European art event for international dealers and of fine and applied art, antiques and antiquarian books.

Visit : www.cologne-fine-art.de. Contact : Stephanie Kickum at s.kickum@koelnmesse.de.

Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, New York, USA

25 November 2010 (annual, 84th)

This US national institution presented by Macy's Department Store features floats, marching bands, giant inflatable characters, live music and other performances. The Big Balloon Inflation takes place the night before the parade near New York's Central Park. Around 2.5 million people attend. 

Visit : www.macys.com. 

Hollywood Christmas Parade, California, USA

29 November 2010 (annual, 79th)

Traditional holiday parade featuring bands, floats and celebrities. Billed as the largest celebrity parade in the world. Between 300,000 and 500,000 people line the parade route.

Visit : www.hollywoodchristmasparade.com. Contact : Debbie Scheibel at extrahands@earthlink.net.

Tenby Blues Festival, Wales UK

12 to 15 November 2010 (5th annual)

The popular coastal resort of Tenby in Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will play host to the town’s fifth Blues Festival. With over 30 bands appearing, complemented by an open mic session, this year’s festival will be larger than ever before taking in several new venues. 

The weekend Blues Trail offers hours of free music with the best local acts and up and coming blues stars from across the UK. It takes in around a dozen pubs, clubs, cafés, hotels and restaurants with the last concert featuring the Cajun sounds of the Whiskey River Boys. 

Visit : www.TenbyBlues.co.uk and www.visitpembrokeshire.com. Contact : Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

The UnCork York Wine Trail Just Off The Vine Event, York PA

19 to 21 November (annual 2nd)

There’s the chance to take a look behind the scenes after harvest to witness a grape's transformation from vine to bottle during the Second Annual Wine Just Off The Vine Event, 

Tastings of freshly-pressed wines include Tamanend Winery's pumpkin wine and Cullari Vineyards & Winery's new chocolate wine paired with fresh fruit.

Visit : www.uncorkyork.com. Contact: Alison Smolinski at alison@yorkpa.org. 

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Cruise to the Christmas markets from the UK 

DFDS Seaways run four night mini-cruises to some of Europe’s best Christmas markets from Newcastle or Harwich including : 

Hamelin 

This medieval town transforms into a festive market with decorated wooden stalls and mulled wine. 

Cologne 

Around a dozen markets to explore in the historic city of Cologne.

Bruges 

The main square hosts a Christmas market.

Brussels 

This city has 240 wooden market stalls in the Place St Catherine. 

Copenhagen 

Visit the famous Tivoli Gardens at the most magical time of year. With an outdoor ice rink, sparkling lights and decorated Christmas stalls.

Visit www.dfds.co.uk/festive. Contact : Vicky Neill at vicky.neill@robson-brown.co.uk.

Antigua and Barbuda

The twin Caribbean islands of Antigua and Barbuda, which are known for their 365 beaches, are also looking to highlight their tropical vegetation and colourful marine life on the coral reefs.

One of the best ways to see some of the islands’ scenery is to take the canopy tour along a zip wire through the rain forest or via a jeep safari tour 

Helicopter also fly to the Indian National Park at the remote eastern most point of the island to see enormous geysers of water burst through rocks boreholes at nearby Devil’s Bridge, the large natural limestone arch on the shoreline of Indian town point.

Barbuda is home to the largest colony of Frigate birds in the western hemisphere and organised tours allow visitors to get within a few feet from the birds nests at The Codrington Lagoon where some 5,000 birds make their home. 

Animal lovers can visit the brand new Wadadli Animal Park situated in ten acres of lush green forest where deer, monkeys and parrots relax in these beautiful surroundings.

Visit : www.visitantiguabarbuda.co.uk. Contact : Rachel Ferguson at Rachel@firstpr.co.uk. 

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Kempinski Hotel Barbaros

The Kempinski Hotel Barbaros Bay, which is located on one of the most beautiful bays of the Aegean has 25 suites and 148 rooms, all with their own terrace or balcony overlooking the sea.

The year-round resort includes a blue flag sandy beach and a host of water sports, a private marina and helipad and dining at a variety of restaurants including eastern Asia cuisine at the ‘Saigon Club’.   

The hotel has also introduced the Glorifying Journey, a pampering experience, combining spiritual therapies with physical treatments including morning yoga or pilates, and evening meditation daily, a slowlife hamam treatment to revitalise the body, and a facial treatment to leave skin radient. 

Visit  : www.kempinski.com/bodrum. Contact : Emma-Jane Lee at emmajane@grifcopr.com. 

The Ilikai Hotel & Suites, Waikiki

With a new series and movie currently being filmed the Ilikai Hotel & Suites in Waikiki, which forms the backdrop for the famous opening sequence of the original series, has seen an interest in the property.

Waikiki is a neighborhood of Honolulu, on the south shore of the island of Oʻahu, Hawaii. Waikiki Beach is the shoreline fronting the neighbourhood.Managed by Aqua Hotels and Resorts, the Ilikai is located at the entrance to the beach with views of Honolulu and the Pacific Ocean. 

 

The building was designed by architect John Granham, who was also responsible for the Seattle Space Needle, and at its opening in 1964 it was heralded as contemporary architectural marvel. Aqua Hotels and Resorts have a range of properties in its portfolio located on Oahu, Maui, Kauai, Lanai and Molokai.

 

Visit www.aquaresorts.com. Contact : Samantha Preece at samantha@firstpr.co.uk. 

 

Tabacón Grand Spa Thermal Resort, Costa Rica

Tabacón Grand Spa Thermal Resort in Costa Rica has received an honorable mention in the poverty relief category of the Conde Nast Traveler World Savers Awards. 

The resort’s Poverty Relief Program matches each optional $3 per-room, per-night guest donation to support schools and a shelter for orphans.

Certified a 100% carbon neutral resort as of May 2009 and the first hotel in the world to receive the Seven Stars and Stripes’ Green World Award, Tabacón Grand Spa Thermal Resort is at the forefront of Costa Rica’s sustainability efforts. 

The resort has a rainforest-set spa and views of the “live” Arenal volcano. 

Tabacón is a member of The Leading Hotels of the World, The Leading Spas of the World, and Healing Hotels of the World and the recipient of Certification for Sustainable Tourism. 

Visit : www.tabacon.com. Contact : Meryl Pearlstein at meryl@mdppublicity.com. 

 

Sandals Resorts

The Royal Plantation Collection has been re-launched as Sandals Resorts.

Sandals Resorts has 14 luxury resorts located in Jamaica, Antigua, St. Lucia and The Bahamas. 

Sandals Emerald Bay, Great Exuma, Bahamas, opened in February 2010 offering 183 all-butler service rooms and suites, an 18-hole championship Greg Norman-designed golf course and marina.

 

As a part of the brand restructuring, the Royal Plantation Ocho Rios, Jamaica will become Sandals Royal Plantation, Ocho Rios, Jamaica; and like all Sandals Resorts, will be for couples only. 

Visit www.sandals.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Shenston at sshenston@sandals.co.uk
 

The InterContinental Hua Hin Resort, Thailand

The InterContinental Hua Hin Resort has become the first hotel in Hua Hin to launch its own private air service to shuttle guests from Bangkok to the beachside city.

The exclusive service departs from either Suvarnabhumi International Airport or Don Muaeng Airport direct to Hua Hin before a resort limousine takes guests away the 10 minute drive to check in. The InterContinental Hua Hin Resort is located in the historical town on the shores of the Gulf of Siam.

Visit : www.ichotelsgroup.com/intercontinental/en/gb/locations/huahin. Contact : Aticha Pasaprates at aticha.pasaprates@ihg.com. 

Ranvas Haveli Hotel, India  

The Ranvas Haveli Hotel has opened in Rajasthan, India in the small town of Nagaur some 2½ hours from Jodhpur

The hotel lies within the 4th century Nagaur Fort, its painted palaces, fountains and Mughal gardens coming off a 20-year restoration and comprises ten havelis that once housed maharajah’s wives. 

 Visit : www.indiaportfolio.co.uk. Contact : Karen Carpenter  at K.carpenter@travelpr.co.uk.

Fort Bloque, Brittany, France

Villa holiday specialists Villas Worldwide has added Fort Bloque to its portfolio of 90 villas in Brittany, France.

 

The fort, which is located just off the beach at Guidel, is accessible by 4 x 4 vehicle at low tide and comes with a rowing boat. 

The property is a fortified island which has been completely renovated to offer stylish, modern holiday accommodation. 

 

Visit : www.world-villa.co.uk. Contact : Peter Horrocks at villasworldwide@btconnect.com. 

The Hôtel Le Germain Maple Leaf Square, Tornto

The Hôtel Le Germain Maple Leaf Square, a new 167-room Boutique-hotel will open in Toronto, Canada in the fall of 2010.

It is the second in the Le Germain Boutique-hotel city and its fifth in Canbada. 

Located in the heart of Downtown Toronto and connected to Air Canada Centre, Maple Leaf Square is a destination for both Torontonians and tourists. 

Visit : www.germainmapleleafsquare.com. Contact : Heather Kirk at heather@immediapr.com. 

China World Summit Wing Hotel

Shangri-La Hotels and Resorts has opened its China World Summit Wing Hotel, Beijing, located on the top floors of the capital’s latest landmark, the China World Tower.  

The hotel, which enjoys views over the city, is the group’s sixth property in China’s capital city.


Visit : www.shangri-la.com. Contact : Louise Toye at louise.toye@shangri-la.com. 

The Aloft Brussels Schuman, Belgium 

The Aloft Brussels Schuman, Belgium has opened near to the European institutions in Place Jean Rey, in the heart of the city’s EU district.

Aloft currently operates hotels in five countries – the USA, Canada, China, the United Arab Emirates and India, with Belgium marking its sixth destination. 

Aloft will continue its global growth with further openings planned in India and the USA as well as brand introductions in Thailand and the UK.  

The Aloft brand will make its debut in the UK in 2012 when the Aloft London ExCeL opens. 

Visit : www.aloftbrussels.com. Contact : Anna Whitaker at anna.whitaker@starwoodhotels.com. 

 

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.orlandoinfo.com. Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@orlandocvb.com.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 


· Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa,  Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com and www.daltmurada.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.

· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com.

· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.

· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 

· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp, a luxurious tented camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia, offering walking safaris, game drives, canoeing, boat trips and fishing - will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.

· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.

· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.

· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 

· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    

· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 

Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 

Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 

· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com.  

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities through the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.bikethewhites.com. Contact: Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk, Contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622

The Leisure Pass

The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at both leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country, and allows them to save a substantial amount on their mobile phone bill. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups

The quality of reception is of the highest quality, and it is used by inserting the aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad 

· free to receive calls in 65 countries 

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· no line rental, contract or service fees 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use

· full itemised billing 

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com.

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books

www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
Bradt Travel 

www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone

www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS

www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook

www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  

Inn House Publishing

www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers

www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 

Lonely Planet

www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Brynony  Cole at bryony.cole@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Morris Communications 

www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides

www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com


Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 

www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft

www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

	The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 


	
	The International Travel Writers Alliance 

www.itwalliance.com
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides information and support to who travel to write, edit broadcast or create images.

 

The Alliance reaches and influences professional travel journalists through :

· the bi-monthly Alliance bulletin 

· Alliance alerts providing specific information on destinations or travel pursuits

· Destination dossiers, providing detailed media briefings 

· Destination networking events 

· planning and managing individual and group press trips and travel writer symposiums, and  

· staging professional development workshops 
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	AllWays 

www.allwaystraveller.com 

AllWays is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance, which allows Alliance embers to get their features and images to travelers worldwide.


	Issue 82 : mid-September 2010 :  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies

News : items of interest to travel journalists   

Leads : story ideas 

· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 

A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 

Ongoing initiatives

Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities

Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

Travel guides : that will offer review copies

· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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  The International Travel Writers Alliance
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  The International Travel Writers Alliance
	


	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency. 

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Orlando Magical Dining Month                                                                                    

1 to 30 September 2010

While Orlando is known worldwide for its theme parks and attractions, the annual Orlando Magical Dining Month (1 to 30 September 2010) gives visitors the chance to discover some of the area’s fine dining restaurants. 

The more than 50 participating restaurants will offer $30 three-course prix fixe dinner menus, with $1 from each meal being donated to the Arts & Cultural Alliance. 

Visit : orlandomagicaldining.com. For press trip opportunities contact : Amy Voss at Amy.Voss@orlandocvb.com. 

See also Fall events in Orlando in the What’s on section.

Best Western UK

Over 275 independently owned hotels in the Best Western UK group will offer press trip opportunities to Alliance members. 

There are hotels for those looking to produce features on city breaks, spas and countryside adventure breaks, 

Accommodation can include castles, townhouses, ancient inns, stately homes, country houses and modern hotels.

Trips are typically for two people, two nights dinner bed and breakfast. (London hotels can't include dinner as they have breakfast rooms only).

Visit : www.bestwestern.co.uk. Contact : Emma at emmat@brazenpr.com.

Mayflower Inn & Spa is located in Washington, Connecticut

The Mayflower Inn & Spa is located in Washington, Connecticut less than 2 hours from New York City. 

At the heart of Mayflower’s 58 acre estate is Spa House, a 20,000 square foot complex for activities and spa treatments. 

The Mayflower has been named as the Best Spa in the US by Travel + Leisure Magazine. 

Visit : www.mayflowerinn.com. To request a press trip contact : Nicole Raphael at nicole.raphael@circlesolution.com. 

Earthwatch and Land Rover

Earthwatch, an international environmental charity, committed to conserving the diversity and integrity of life on earth, became one of Land Rover’s Global Conservation Partners in 2007. 

Earthwatch engages a wide range of partners - from conservation volunteers to corporate partners - to work alongside leading scientists to find the answers to the critical environmental challenges of our age. Its research programmes support 50 projects in 24 countries.

Land Rover supports Earthwatch by supplying vehicles to the following projects: Kenya; Costa Rica, Iceland, Brazil and UK. Every year Jaguar Land Rover employees participate in Earthwatch field projects, providing them with the opportunity to experience environmental issues first hand and bring what they have learnt back into the workplace.

Land Rover offers press trips for journalists in association with its projects :

Big cat conundrum 

The challenge of protecting leopards, cheetahs and other African wild cats in the Khomas Hochland of central Namibia.

17 - 29 and 31 October - 12 November; 21 November  - 3 December; 5 December – 17 December 2010; 30 January - 11 February; 13 - 25 February and 27 February - 11 March

Visit : www.biosphere-expeditions.org/namibia. 

Underwater pioneers

Studying & protecting the unique coral reefs of the Musandam peninsula within Oman & UAE

Dates : 10 - 17 and 17 - 23 October; 24 - 30 October 2010  

Visit : www.biosphere-expeditions.org/musandam. 

Beach combing for conservation

Monitoring flatback turtles along the dramatic coastline of Western Australia. 

Dates : 8 - 15 November and 15 - 22 November 2010

Visit : www.biosphere-expeditions.org/westernaustralia. 

Diving in a Caribbean paradise

Safeguarding the coral reefs of Cayos Cochinos, Honduras

Dates : 6 - 18 March and  20 March – April 2011

Visit : www.biosphere-expeditions.org/honduras.  

The elusive and unknown cat

Arabian leopard in the desert mountains of Dhofar, Oman

Dates : 6 - 18 February and 20 February - 4 March 2011

Visit : www.biosphere-expeditions.org/oman. 

White wilderness

Winter wolf and lynx tracking in the Tatra mountains of Slovakia.

Dates : January – February 2011 (tbd)

Visit : www.biosphere-expeditions.org/slovakia. 

Fascinating creatures of the deep

Studying whales, dolphins and turtles around the Azores archipelago in the Atlantic Ocean

Dates : April – May 2011 (tbd)                           

Visit : www.biosphere-expeditions.org/azores. 

Lost world

Studying jaguars, pumas and their prey in Brazil’s Atlantic rainforest

Dates : May 2011 (tbd)                           

Visit : www.biosphere-expeditions.org/brazil.  

Icons of the Amazon 

Jaguars, pumas, parrots and peccaries in Peru

Dates : July 2011 (tbd) 

Visit : www.biosphere-expeditions.org/peru. 

Visit : www.earthwatch.org/europe. Contact : Victoria Webster at victoria.webster@grayling.com
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 


Partners

Pomegranate Journeys

At Pomegranate Journeys we see bike adventure travel differently. 

We know that a European active vacation is much more than just a bike and a hotel and for that reason we deliver a sensory rich journey at the heart of each travel experience. 

To this end, Pomegranate is committed to a limited choice of select destinations and itineraries in small groups.

Visit : www.pomegranate.travel. Contact : Gabriel Del Rossi at delrosga@pomegranate.travel. 

Executive Touring (South Africa)

Executive Touring provides tailor-made tour and transfer services for tourists and business executives visiting the Western Cape, South Africa. Our passion is to ensure you travel in style and comfort. We cater to the discerning traveler who requires a unique package and offer friendly and reliable service.

Visit : www.executivetouring.co.za. Contact : Clive Friedberg at clive@executivetouring.co.za


Appassionata

Appassionata specialises in the restoration and creation of unique fractional ownership properties in the region of Le Marche Italy. The business is boutique in nature and style, family run and aimed at like minded people who want to experience real Italy and a luxurious lifestyle.  

Visit : www.appassionata.com. Contact :Michael
Hobbs at mph@appassionata.com
G4targ

G4targ provides travel information to Argentina in 12 languages.

Visit : www.g4targ.com. Contact : Marcelo Berlin at comercial@g4targ.com



Photo Tours

Photo tours specialize in the Himalayan region of India and focus tours on photography. The company also handles corporate, honeymoon & personalized tours.

Visit : www.phototours.in. Contact : Anirban Biswas at tours@phototours.in  


Cotton Tree, Cayman Islands 

The Cotton Tree is the Cayman Islands’ only boutique cottage hotel, and evokes the spirit of the Caymans with its pastel-hued, plantation-style two-bedroom cottages just steps from the Caribbean Sea amidst a lush garden setting.

Visit : www.caymancottontree.com. Contact : Megan Sterritt atsterritt@kwegroup.com



Asia Safari, Laos

Asia Safari is a specialist travel agency based in Vientiane, Laos. Laos Travel Direct offers luxury guided tours, holidays, treks and river cruises in Laos

Visit : www.asiasafari-laos.com. Contact : Kevin McArthur at kevin@asiasafari-laos.com


Ancient Summit, Peru

Ancient Summit runs guided private visits by Nina Fogelman. Seeing Peru from Nina’s perspective is an event by itself. 

Visit : www.ancientsummit.com. Contact : Nina Fogelman at nina@ancientsummit.com 

Sinia Hotels

Sinia Hotels offers accommodation and tours in Israel Jorda Egypt& Sinai. Visit : www.sinai-hotels.co.il Contact : Oren Amir at info@sinai-hotels.co.il. 

The Dean Court

The Dean Court is a luxury 4-Star hotel in the most wonderful setting - in the very shadow of majestic York Minster. Local seasonal produce is the hallmark of it's highly recommended Restaurant,D.C.H

Visit : www.deancourt-york.co.ukContact : David
Brooks at sales@deancourt-york.co.uk. 

SeaWorld Parks & Entertainment

SeaWorld Parks & Entertainment run 10 family-oriented theme parks which are :

· SeaWorld in Orlando, San Antonio and San Diego

· Busch Gardens in Tampa Bay and Williamsburg, Va

· Discovery Cove and Aquatica in Orlando

· Sesame Place in Langhorne, PA

· Adventure Island in Tampa Bay, and 

· Water Country USA in Williamsburg.

Visit : www.seaworld.com. Contact : Lucy Quilliam at Lucy@cubo.com. 

WHL Group

The WHL Group, the largest local-travel company in the world, is a global network of companies that help travellers find unique ways to experience a destination through local tourism professionals. 

Visit : www.whlconsulting.com. Contact : Ethan Gelber at hub@bikeabout.org.

Direct Baggage

www.directbaggage.com 

Direct Baggage provides a UK and Worldwide door-to-door luggage delivery service, which allows all travellers the option off a walk on walk off service. Simplicity and security are important to them and this is highlighted by their simple to use yet secure website booking tool.

Contact : James Henry at jhenry@directbaggage.com

Agencies

Hills Balfour

The PR team at Hills Balfour provides day-to-day enquires, fact box requests and group and independent press visit requests for the following destinations :

Africa 

Egyptian  

State Tourist Office

Mauritius Tourism Promotion Authority 

Namibia Tourism Board



Kenya Tourist Board



Heritage Hotels (luxury hotel group in Kenya)

Makanyane Safari Lodge 

Asia 

Tourism Malaysia

   

Australasia 

Tourism Queensland (Australia) 

Cook Islands Tourism Corporation
   

St. Regis Bora Bora

Europe

Costa Navarino 

Graubunden Tourism 

Malaga City

Algarve Promotion Bureau



East of England 
   

Festivals Suffolk

Southend-on-Sea

India 

Zuri Hotels (luxury hotel group in India) 

North America

NYC & Company (New York City)

Nevada Commission on Tourism

Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority 

Arizona Office of Tourism

Scottsdale Convention & Visitors Bureau (Arizona) 


Greater Fort Lauderdale CVB

North Carolina Division of Tourism 

South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism




Texas Tourism

Visit Florida

South America and the Caribbean

Prom Peru (Tourist Board of Peru)

Libertador Hotels (Peruvian hotels) 

Puerto Rico Tourism Company

Cruceros Australis (Patagonian cruises)

Contact : Susie Tempest at susiet@hillsbalfour.com. 



Incentive connect 

Incentive Connect International promotes a collection of travel suppliers in Australia, New Zealand, South Pacific and Asia.  Many companies we promote  suit the premium traveller, all offer  exclusive and authentic to the region experiences.

Visit : www.incentiveconnect.com. Contact : Maureen Brennan at media@incentiveconnect.com



Beth Cooper Public Relations

Beth Cooper Public Relations (BCPR) is an independent, full-service consultancy, specialising in luxury travel and lifestyle clients. 

Visit : www.bethcooper.co.uk. Contact : Ashleigh Fleming at ashleigh@bethcooper.co.uk


With a strong, core expertise within the travel sector, we work with some of the world’s most glamorous brands, supporting small boutique to high-end hotel venues, destination resorts, tourism bodies and tour operators across all five continents.

Mason-Williams

Mason Williams is a consumer and lifestyle PR agency. Visit : www.mason-williams.com. Contact : Emma Wayman at emma@mason-williams.com.

CM Communications 

Founded in 1986 and recognized as a leading marketing and public relations agency in Boston, CM Communications is a full-service marketing agency providing marketing consulting services to clients in a variety of industries. 

Visit : www.cmcommunications.com. Contact : Meghan Fitzgerald at mfitzgerald@cmcommunications.com



Heady Communications 

Heady Communications is a luxury travel PR. Visit : www.headycommunications.com. Contact : Sue Heady at sue@headycommunications.com 

The Idea Co

The Idea Co. is an integrated communications agency that specializes in marketing cultural and luxury hospitality clients.

Contact : Sarah Leaf-Herrmann at sarah.leaf1@verizon.net 

Ypartnership

Ypartnership is America’s leading marketing services company serving travel, leisure and entertainment clients. The agency’s Insights group is widely acknowledged as the preeminent source of market intelligence on emerging business and leisure travel trends, as published in the Ypartnership/Harrison Group 2010 Portrait of American TravelersSM. The firm also co-authors the quarterly travelhorizons™ survey with the U.S. Travel Association.

Visit : www.ypartnership.com. Contact : Noel Perkins at noel.perkins@ypartnership.com.

	News


Birmingham, UK

Visit Birmingham and Virgin Trains are promoting Birmingham as a fine food destination. 

Marketing Birmingham is the city’s public/private sector strategic marketing partnership, the driving force behind the growth of Birmingham’s visitor economy, its growing reputation and is the new impetus behind the inward investment strategy for the city. 

Visit : www.visitbirmingham.com/foodie. Contact : Emma Gray at emma.gray@marketingbirmingham.com.

Motivate Publishing

Motivate Publishing is to launch lovestyle.com, the first lifestyle website dedicated to women in the Middle East who love style.

The site will covering the latest trends, catwalk reports, high street collections, celebrity styles, beauty news, insider insight, luxury travel and VIP parties, this site will be a dazzling one-click stop for those who want instant style gratification.

Visit : www.lovestyle.com. Contact : Claire Carruthers at claire@motivate.ae.

travelbite

Sandra Shevey, who profiles ancient street markets for travelbite.co.uk is currently working on ancient street markets and related  tourism.

Visit : www.travelbite.co.uk. Contact : sandra_shevey@yahoo.com. 

The Kitchen bar and restaurant, Lusty Glaze Beach, Newquay UK

The Kitchen bar and restaurant at Lusty Glaze Beach in Newquay has been listed among the top ten beach bars in Europe in a holiday guide presented by mobile phone company Orange.

Located right on the beach, beneath high cliffs in a horseshoe shaped cove, the bar and restaurant at Lusty Glaze provides views of coastal scenery.

Visit : www.lustyglaze.co.uk and www.orange.co.uk/travel/holidayideas/pics/7482_1.htm. Contact : Elliot Walker at info@coast360.co.uk. 

VisitEngland Quality Assured Racecourse Scheme

VisitEngland, the country’s national tourist board has set up the first quality scheme in the country for sport.  

The VisitEngland Quality Assured Racecourse Scheme will assess 55 racecourses between now and November.  Horseracing is the first sport to be quality assessed in this way.

Visit : www.visitengland.com/corporate. Contact : Sarah Long at sarah.long@visitengland.org. 

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

El Anatsui: When I Last Wrote to You about Africa

The exhibition El Anatsui: When I Last Wrote to You about Africa, a 40-year career retrospective of the Ghanaian artist's work, opens at the Royal Ontario Museum on 2 October. 

The exhibition is organised by the Museum for African Art in New York, but it will have it's world premiere in Toronto. 

Visit : www.rom.on.ca. Contact : Anne Marie Todaro at amtodaro@rom.on.ca. 

 

Heythrop Park Resort, Oxfordshire UK 

Set in 440 acres of Oxfordshire countryside, Heythrop Park Resort is a country estate with  two luxurious hotels, a championship-standard 18-hole golf course, a health club and four restaurants a