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The Alliance

bulletin


	Issue 109 : December 2011:  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

The Hotel Fort Canning, Singapore

The Hotel Fort Canning, Singapore will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members on assignment.

Once used as a base for the British Far East Command pre/post World War II in Singapore, the Hotel Fort Canning has been restored and re-opened as a chic boutique hotel with 86 rooms and suites, two restaurants and a THANN Spa.   

Many original features of its colonial past have been retained including a multi-columned façade and grand staircase. The hotel forms part of Fort Canning Park, an historical landmark in the heart of Singapore located between Orchard Road, the Clarke Quay entertainment hub and the Central Business District (CBD).

The 'Battle Box’ where General Percival surrendered Singapore to the Japanese in 1942 is a meetings or events venue.

Visit : www.hfcsingapore.com. Contact : Karen Luard at kp@KPcommunications.co.uk. 

The Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust

 

The UK based Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust (WWT) have launched their 2011 Migration Watch programme by inviting Alliance members to visit one or more of its wetland centres.

There will be the chance to meet the experts, experience the spectacles of thousand of birds arriving from destinations worldwide and helping to count the flocks.

 

Birds you may see include Bewick’s and whooper swans, pink-footed geese, teal, lapwing and curlew. The spectacular pochards or an elusive bittern – the ‘tiger’ of the wetland bird safari!  In excess of 5 million birds from 60 species migrate to the UK every year from Canada, Greenland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Finland and Russia including 350,000 pink footed geese. 

The WWT will tailor individual visits to any of its centres between now and 31 January 2012.

Visit :www.wwt.org.uk/migrationwatch. Contact Jackie Pedersen at  jackie@macraecommunication.com. 

Pound Ridge Golf Club, NYC

Pound Ridge Golf Club Located an hour north of New York City is the only Pete Dye-design in New York and one of the Metropolitan area’s most sought after golfing experiences. 

Pound Ridge has been created from 172 acres of cliffs, streams and wooded hills, with rock formations and boulders, wetlands and water hazards.

Alliance members in the NYC area are invited to play the course.

Visit : Www.PoundRidgeGolf.com. Contact :  Glenn Gray at ggray@buffalocommunications.com.

Visit Norfolk - Closer than you think to London 2012

Norfolk Tourism has launched VisitNorfolk2012.com, a microsite to promote the UK county as a London 2012 base for visiting the Olympic Games.

VisitNorfolk2012.com is a one-stop shop for visitors arranging a holiday in Norfolk combined with a visit to the London Games. 

It features information about Games venues as well as links for transport to and accommodation in Norfolk, things to do and key events, including the Cultural Olympiad and Torch Relay in the county. 

There is also an interactive map of Norfolk that helps plan a stay in the county.

Norfolk Tourism is also running a series of competitions on VisitNorfolk2012.com to win short breaks to the county in 2012. 

Visit : www.VisitNorfolk2012.com. For press trip opportunities to Norfolk contact :  Paul Dickson at paul-dickson@btconnect.com.
A Day in ‘Provence’ - in the heart of the UK’s Surrey Hills

Denbies Wine Estate, England’s largest vineyard and Mayfield Lavender, organic lavender growers in the North Surrey Downs, are offering a unique day out in the Surrey Hills.  

Denbies, established in 1986 with 265 acres planted under vine is internationally renowned for its’ rosé wine.  

Denbies Chalk Ridge Rose won the gold award for Best Rosé in the World at the 2011International Wine Challenge.  

The lavender harvest window is brief and intense, lasting from the beginning of June to the end of August.  

A Day in ‘Provence’  in the heart of the Surrey Hills will begin at Mayfield Organic with an introduction by the owner of this beautiful organic lavender farm.

Visitors will be taken through the challenges of modern day lavender growing and provide a guided tour of the fields.

The Denbies Classic Winery Tour & Tasting commences in its 360° circular cinema where guests learn about the geology and history of the estate and the production process from vine to bottle.  

A Day in ‘ Provence’ in the heart of the Surrey Hills will provide a fascinating and highly enjoyable day out.

The Denbies Farmhouse B&B, which enjoys English Tourist Board ‘4 Stars silver’ status, is located in the heart of the vineyard.
Visit : www.denbies.co.uk and www. mayfieldlavender.com. For more information or a press review visit to Denbies Wine Estate contact : Jeannette Simpson at jsimpson@denbiesvineyard.co.uk.

Luxury Backpackers

Travel guide publishers Luxury Backpackers have published Family Adventures in Style. The company will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

Visit : www.luxurybackpackers.com. Contact: Jill Nash at jill@luxurybackpackers.com.

1,000 Places to See Before You Die

1,000 Places to See Before You Die, by Patricia Schultz, is the original '1000 places' book that launched a traveller's life wish-list together with a practical guide. 
Originally published in 1993 the book has sold over 3 million copies and been translated into 25 languages. The second edition - also by PatriciA - will be published 1 February 2012. 
The book has been fully updated with 200 new entries, 28 new countries and 600 full-colour photographs and we hope you will find the new edition more experiential, informative and budget-friendly.

 

Patricia will be visiting London on 21 and 22 March and will be available for interview.
 
1,000 Places to See Before You Die IS published by Workman.  For review copies contact : Claire Bowles at claire@clairebowlespr.co.uk. 

Shabuway in the San Francisco Bay Area

Shabuway in the San Francisco Bay Area invites food and lifestyle writers of the Alliance to dine at their restaurants in Mountain View and San Jose to experience the traditional Japanese Shabu Shabu (hot pot).  

Visit : www.shabuway.com. Contact Jaslin Yu at jaslinyu@gmail.com.  

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
The German National Tourist Office

For 60 years, the German National Tourist Office has worked in cooperation with the Federal Government to promote tourism to Germany. 

Throughout the world it markets the diverse nature of travel to Germany. It promotes an enormous and appealing product: Germany as a travel destination.

Visit : www.germany.travelContact : Nadine Wenn at nadine.wenn@germany.travel. 

Visit Delray Beach, Florida

The Delray Beach Marketing Cooperative wants to introduce travellers to our charming beachside town in Florida. 

We are located one hour north of Miami between Ft Lauderdale and Palm Beach. 

We stand ready to facilitate your trip by interfacing with local hotels, restaurants and attractions on your behalf. We'll even throw in a tour of the town via golf cart.


Visit : www.visitdelraybeach.us. Contact : Stephanie Immelman at simmelman@delraybeach.com
Cape Cod, Massachusetts


The Cape Cod CVB markets and promotes the beauty and culture of the resort destination of Cape Cod and the greater region to tour operators, media outlets and meeting planners throughout the world.


Visit : www.capecodchamber.org. Contact : Michele Pecoraro at michele@capecodchamber.org.

Premium Land Vacations (St Barts)


Somewhere between being a Tour Operator, a Travel Agency, Vacation Planner and a Concierge and Lifestyle management company, Premium Island Vacations presents guests with the choice of the best luxury rental villas and deluxe hotels on St Barts, hand picked and selected one by one to provide only the best St Barts has to offer.

Visit : www.premiumislandvacations.com. Contact : James Daltrey at james@premiumislandvacations.com. 


India Mart

India Mart offers Indian trips that include wildlife -leisure, desert, wildlife, beach, heritage, culture, and a adventure tours for all ages


Contact : www.indiamart.com. Tariq Shahat wildlifeandromance@gmail.com
Vietnam Airlines


Vietnam Airlines is the national flag carrier of Vietnam.


Visit : www.vietnamairlines.com. Contact : Nam Bui Hai at bhnamasia@gmail.com. 


Tatton Park (UK)


Tatton Park is an historic estate in Chehsire, with 2000 acres of parkland and four attractions to visit. Deer have been present since the 13th century and the meres attract a variety of birds and wildlife.

The Neo-Classical Mansion features art and antiques from the Egerton family collections, and the 50 acres of Gardens with designs dating from 250 years ago, providing year-round colour. 

The Gardens showcase different areas such as the Topiary, Rose Garden, Walled Kitchen Garden and the Japanese Garden which is considered one of the best in Europe. There is also a working historic Farm and Tudor Old Hall to visit.

Visit : www.tattonpark.org.uk. Contact : Eleanor Gorsuch at eleanor.gorsuch@cheshireeast.gov.uk.
The Alpe-Adria: Tourism and Leisure Show, Slovenia

The Alpe-Adria: Tourism and Leisure Show is the central tourism event of the Alps-Adriatic region, which includes 10 individual regions of Italy, Austria and Hungary, as well as Slovenia and Croatia in their entirety. 

It is also an event, where the visitors can identify themselves by various tourist types:  Holidaymakers, Active leisure addicts, Travellers, Short trip-makers

Visit: www.alpeadria-tourismshow.com. Contact : Spela Bratun at spela.bratun@gr-sejem.si. 


Experience my France (Canada)

Experience (my) France provides a very different kind of small group travel experience, a tour that does not seem like a tour, but a true, intimate, and authentic experience.

Visit : wwwexperiencemyfrance.com. Contact : Christian Henry at contact@experiencemyfrance.com. 


Ghana
PatIsa Travel & Tour

Ghana PatIsa Travel & Tour was founded by Patrick Tetteh Tamatey and co-founder Isaac Appiah with the aim to support African local communities and bring their traditions, customs, history, culture and voices to a global and international environment.

PatIsa Travel & Tour provides visitors, travellers and students with a true African experience and it encourages the interaction and cultural exchange among the local population and its visitors.

The programs it offer are flexible and can be organized according to our customers' needs.

Visit : www.patisaeducationaltraveltourism.yolasite.com. Contact : Patrick Tetteh
Tamatey at pakamay@yahoo.com.

La Residencia (Majorca)

La Residencia is a top luxury hotel on Mallorca and part of the Orient-Express group.  

The hotel will welcome the opportunity to work with the media to promote hotel and provide information on what is being done on the property.


Visit : www.laresidencia.com. Contact : Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com.

Responsibletravel.com

responsibletravel.com is the world's leading company for responsible holidays. 

In 2011 the company celebrated its 10th birthday and has sold $100million worth of holidays since it launched. The site works with over 1,000 tourism suppliers to help market over 4,000 richer, deeper and more locally distinctive travel experiences that are better for destinations and local communities. 

Visit : www.responsibletravel.com. Contact : Kristina Roe at krissy@responsibletravel.com.

Cumbria and the Lake District, United Kingdom

Cumbria and the Lake District is a perfect holiday destination, with a huge selection of accommodation to suit all tastes set against stunning views and some of England's finest scenery. 

Take a trip to Cumbria and indulge yourself in quality food and drink from cosy Lake District pubs and inns to more formal restaurants.  

For the more adventurous there are plenty of outdoor activities on offer from walking and cycling to rock climbing and abseiling. 

If you prefer an amble around the shops and art galleries there is plenty to keep you entertained, with art exhibitions on throughout the year.  

Visit : www.golakes.co.uk. Contact : Greg Stephenson at GStephenson@cumbriatourism.org.

Inbed.me

Inbed.me is the first social booking site for hostels, beds and couches. 

The tool takes the beauty of the Social Web and brings it to the Travel Booking Market by allowing people to connect with fellow travellers before their trip even starts. 

The company strongly believes that travel is not about the places you visit but about the people you meet along the way.


Visit : www.inbed.me. Contact : Jessica Festa
at jessica@inbed.me.

Atmosphhera Italia

Atmosphhera Italia organises tours throughout Italy. Pamper yourself, pamper yourself at every moment and caress it can be unique and unforgettable. 
Visit : www.atmospheraitalia.blogspot.com. Contact : Ernestina De Paola at info@atmospheraitalia.aitmitaliaservices.com.

Salom Travel (Uzbekistan)

Salom Travel are specialized in cultural and historical  tours in Uzbekistan and Central Asia including Xingjian ( Western China) and Northern Afghanistan. 
The company also arrange tours of different types such as archeological tours, ethnographic tours,  hiking tours, culinary tours and etc.  Also we provide services as visa support, hotel bookings, air and train tickets, seminars and etc.

Visit : www.salom-travel.com. Contact : Otabek Karshiev at okarshiev@yahoo.com. 
Agencies 
FTI Consulting


FTI Consulting (formerly FD) provides strategic consultancy and PR advice to clients operating in a variety of sectors, including travel.


Visit : www.fticonsulting.com. Contact : Bree Sims at bree.sims@fticonsulting.com
Mason Williams

Mason Williams is one of the UK’s leading independent consumer PR agencies. Now 25 years old, the consultancy has offices in London, Manchester and Mallorca.

Visit : www.mason-williams.co.uk. Contact : Christine Quansah at christine@mason-williams.com.

MacKenzie Communications

MacKenzie Communications is a San Francisco-based integrated marketing communications agency, serving clients locally, nationally and internationally.  It has a diverse client base who rely on its ability to "connect the dots" between our clients, their customers and partners, the media, and the community.

Visit : www.mackenziesf.com. Contact : Janis MacKenzie at jmackenzie@mackenziesf.com.  
	News


TravelMeister Germany

The German National Tourist Office (GNTO) has just launched a new student campaign on Facebook to find a ‘TravelMeister’ youth ambassador for Germany. 

Until the 12th of December, university students are being invited to submit a 50-word application plus photo on www.germany.travel/facebookcompetition. Contact : Nadine Wenn at nadine.wenn@germany.travel. 

Korean Air

Korean Air has launched m.koreanair.com, a new mobile internet portal with a wide range of functions.

m.koreanair.com compliments Korean Air’s mobile cargo website mcargo.koreanair.com.

The new service will also cover mobile check-in with seat selection, flight status and tracking and transit information. 

Contact : Katie Turner at katie.turner@brightergroup.com.

Scottish Ancestry

An estimated 50 million people from around the world can lay claim to Scots ancestry and, in order to capitalise on the increasing interest in tracing family roots, VisitScotland has launched a guide to tracing Scottish ancestry which will highlight the unusual and surprising places people can go to learn more about their ancestors. 
The guide comes in an easy to use map format and is suitable for those just starting to trace their routes to the more advanced and experienced.
Visit : www.visitscotland.com/surprise. Contact : James Lakie at  martha.bryce@visitscotland.com. 

The Travel Destination Germany
The Travel Destination Germany represented by the German National Tourist Office has been nominated as a finalist in the ‘Best International Youth Destination’ category of the 2011 British Youth Travel Awards.

Organised by The British Educational Travel Association (BETA), the annual awards recognise and raise the profile of organisations engaged in youth, student and educational travel.

Visit : www.germany.travel and www.betauk.com. Contact : Nadine Wenn at nadine.wenn@germany.travel
The Passenger Shipping Association : Cruise Journalism Awards

The Passenger Shipping Association, which represents more than 40 cruise lines, is launching the PSA Cruise Journalism Awards to celebrate the best in cruise writing, broadcast and photography. 
There are ten categories from river cruising to spas at sea and best cruise reportage.

Visit : www.the-psa.co.uk. Contact : Lois Kettlewell at lois.kettlewell@fourbgb.com. 
Aboriginal Dance Festival : photo-exhibition in London

Carole Edrich’s phot-exhibition of the Aboriginal Dance Festival in Australia will run ate the Zerosette Photo Gallery until the end of April 2012.

It took Carole 18 months to set up the shoot and she was the first European invited to cover the event and the first pro-photographer ever to cover preparation for the dancing in the Women's Area.

Visit : www.zerosette.co.uk. Contact : Edrich Carole at edrich.carole.2@gmail.com. 

Birmingham – Sparkling at Christmas

Birmingham’s destination marketing agency has unveiled its national Christmas campaign in partnership with train operator Virgin Trains to raise the profile of the city during the busy festive season. 
Birmingham – Sparkling at Christmas celebrates the Christmas period in Birmingham, Solihull and the Black Country.

Visit : www.christmasinbirmingham.com. Contact : Ellie Rance at Ellie.Rance@marketingbirmingham.com. 

Virgin Atlantic : London to Vancouver

Virgin Atlantic the launch a new route from London Heathrow to Vancouver on 24 May 2012
As the airline’s 34th worldwide route, Virgin Atlantic estimates that it will deliver around CAD$54million of tourism revenue to the Vancouver market each year.

Visit : www.virginatlantic.com. Contact : Anna M Catchpole at Anna.Catchpole@fly.virgin.com. 

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Cruise to Marquesas Islands in French Polynesia

Film producer and author, Peter Crawford Will be guest lecturer on the Aranui 3’s February Adventure Cruise to The South Pacific  

The two-week voyage to the Marquesas Islands in French Polynesia, will depart from Tahiti on 4 February 2012. 

The most remote , the French Polynesian Marquesas Islands, which comprises the archipelago in the world is best known for its wild beauty, cultural heritage and welcoming people. 

The custom-built, state-of-the-art Aranui 3 is the only ship to sail the 2,200 mile round trip from Papeete to all six inhabited islands in the Marquesas.  

Visit : visit www.aranui.com. Contact :  Debra Taylor at debra@toucanmoon.com. 

Walks in the Lakes region of Ardales, Andalucia, Spain
Martin Levien organises  walking holidays and guided walks in the Lakes region of Ardales, Andalucia, in southern Spain. 

This area is particularly good walking country. The bird life here is excellent, including such specialities as eagles, osprey, blue rock thrush, hoopoe, pink flamingo. The history embedded in the landscape stretches from 30,000-year-old cave paintings to Mozarabic ruins.

Visit : www.walking-in-spain.co.uk. Contact : Martin Levien at martin@walking-in-spain.co.uk. 

Charles Dickens 2012

Dickens 2012 is an international celebration of the life and work of Charles Dickens, which will take place to mark the bicentenary of his birth. 

Visit : www.dickens2012.org. Contact : Mark McCulloch at Mark.ncculloch@visits gland.com. 

Western River Expeditions 

Western River Expeditions provides lodge-to-lodge rafting trips on Oregon’s Rogue River with three and four day trips scheduled weekly from 3 June to 26 August 2012.

Western River Expeditions is that runs professionally guided rafting trips in Utah, Idaho and Arizona.

Visit : www.westernriver.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com.

The Yacht Week

The Yacht Week, which organises offshore chartered yachting holidays, is adding Turkey and Italy to its portfolio of destinations.

The Yacht Week, caters for travellers aged 22 to 35 to destinations in from over 40 countries in Europe and the Caribbean. 

Its range of yachts range 38ft to 59ft with a skipper overseeing voyages across the Mediterranean, Aegean and Caribbean Seas by day and private island parties by night.

Visit : www.theyachtweek.com. Contact : pr@theyachtweek.com. 

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

London’s Southbank Centre Winter Festival

Southbank Centre’s Winter Festival runs until 11 January 2012 throughout

venues in the Southbank Centre itself and across the Thames-facing promenades.

Visit : www.southbankcentre.co.uk. Contact : Hannah Ainsworth at Hannah.Ainsworth@ideageneration.co.uk.

The Active Travel Show, Outdoor Show, London Bike Show and London Boat Show, Excel, London 

12 to 15 January 2012

The Active Travel Show takes place at ExCeL, London alongside The Outdoors Show, The London Bike Show and the Tullett Prebon London Boat Show.

While The Active Travel Show is a newly launched event, The Outdoors Show has been running for 11 years, and The London Bike Show  launched in 2011. 
The two events combined with the Tullett Prebon London Boat Show attracted an audience of 70,034, in 2011 making it the largest consumer event in Europe for outdoors enthusiasts.

Visit : www.londonboatshow.com, www.theactivetravelshow.co.uk; www.theoutdoorsshow.co.uk and www.thelondonbikeshow.co.uk
For press tickets contact : Ian Chandler at Ian@vosmedia.co.uk.

Excursions™ 2012 Exhibition

Alexandra Palace, North East London

28 January 2012

[image: image3]
Excursions is a major travel event organised by Tourism South East and Group Travel Organiser magazine. 

With around 250 exhibitors all UK tourism sectors will be well represented plus some from Europe including : attractions, destinations, museums, castles, stately homes, gardens, theatres, river cruises, hotels and tour operators.

Alliance members can register at the link below for free entry into Excursions™ 2012 

www.excursions.org.uk/visitorregistration/index.htm. Contact : Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com.

Morikami Museum & Japanese Gardens, Delray Beach, Florida

Since its opening in 1977, the Morikami Museum and Japanese Gardens has been a center for Japanese arts and culture in South Florida.

The museum has rotating exhibitions in its galleries, tea ceremonies performed monthly in its Seishin-an tea house, an educational outreach program with local schools and organizations, and Japanese traditional festivals celebrated for the public several times a year.

Oshogatsu New Year Celebration

8 January 2012


Visit www.morikami.org/newyear.
Hatsume Fair 

Celebrating the first bud of spring, The Morikami’s largest annual event, Hatsume, transforms the normally tranquil Morikami Park into a unique Japanese spring festival. 
Visit www.morikami.org/hatsume

 HYPERLINK "http://www.morikami.org/hatsume." \o "http://www.morikami.org/hatsume." .


Bon Festival

18 August 2012 

Inspired by Obon, Japan’s traditional three-day holiday honoring ancestors and thanking them for the quality of life enjoyed by the living, The Morikami celebrates Bon Festival with taiko drum performances, Japanese folk dancing, ghost stories, and a street fair with games and shop stalls. 
Visit www.morikami.org/bon. 
Excursions™ 2012 Exhibition

Alexandra Palace, North East London

28 January 2012
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Excursions is a major travel event by Tourism South East and Group Travel Organiser magazine. Around 250 exhibitors from the UK and Europe will be represented including : attractions, destinations, museums, castles, stately homes, gardens, theatres, river cruises, hotels and tour operators.
Alliance members can register at the link below for free entry into Excursions™ 2012 

www.excursions.org.uk/visitorregistration/index.htm. Contact : Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com.

Festivals in Adelaide, Australia

The Adelaide Fringe 

24 February to 18 March 2012 

Celebrating its 52nd year, the Adelaide Fringe is the largest arts festival in Australia, having seen record ticket sales of 334,000 in 2011. 
The Adelaide Fringe provides the opportunity for local and international artists to showcase their talents and, with around 3,500 artists performing almost 5,000 shows at 325 venues last year, it is only rivalled by the Edinburgh Fringe Festival. 

www.adelaidefringe.com.au
The Adelaide Festival 

2 to 18 March 2012 

Focusing on the contemporary, The Adelaide Festival highlights the best in opera, theatre, dance, music, cabaret, new media events, literature, outdoor entertainment and the visual arts, while also featuring master classes, forums and a purpose-built late night club. 

www.adelaidefestival.com.au.  

Womadelaide 

9 to 12 March 

WOMAD - World of Music, Arts and Dance, is the internationally established festival co-founded by Peter Gabriel, bringing together artists from all over the globe, celebrating the world's many forms of music, arts and dance. 
First presented in Australia in 1992, WOMADelaide celebrates its 20th anniversary in 2012 and, with more than 81,000 visitors over the four-day festival in 2011, it is one of the country’s most popular outdoor music events. 

www.womadelaide.com.au.  

The Adelaide Cabaret Festival 

8 to 23 June 2012 

The Adelaide Cabaret Festival, which is a major annual event in the international and Australian Arts calendar, is the world’s most comprehensive cabaret festival with a reputation of highlighting the best local, national and international artists with classic and contemporary cabaret performances. 
www.adelaidecaberet.com.  

Visit : www.southaustralia.com. For more information and to discuss media visits & feature ideas     contact : Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independent-pr.co.uk. 
The Times presents Destinations: The Holiday & Travel Show 

Manchester’s EventCity : 19 to 22 January 2012 

London Earls Court : 2 to 5 February 2012

Destinations: The Holiday & Travel Show has destinations highlighting culture from around the world with the features showcasing food, drink, dance, music, and arts & crafts. 
Visit www.destinationsshow.com. Fro press tickets contact : silke@exclamationpr at silke@exclamationpr.co.uk.

British Design 1948–2012, V&A Museum London 

31 March to 12 August 2012

The Victoria and Albert Museum in London is to hold a major exhibition designed to coincide with the 2012 London Olympics. 

British Design 1948–2012 will showcase 60 years of British creative talent and document the transformation of design in Britain since the post-war ‘Austerity Games’ of 1948. 

The exhibits will come from the museum’s unrivalled collections and include product design, fashion and textiles, furniture, ceramics and glass, theatre design, graphics, photography, architecture, fine art and sculpture. 

Visit : www.vam.ac.uk. Contact :: Alice Evans at a.evans@vam.ac.uk. 

Scottish Snowdrop Festival

4 February to 18  March 2012

 

VisitScotland’s popular Scottish Snowdrop Festival 2012 will include over 50 garden showcasing their snowdrop spots, some of which are open exclusively for the event.

Properties taking part in the festival range from castles and classic country estates to woodland walks, walled gardens and urban retreats.  There is also magical Snowdrops by Starlight night time experience.

 

Some of the gardens taking part include:

 

Cambo Estate , Fife

Carpeted in snowdrops each year, the 70 acres of woodland at Cambo Estate in Fife is home to the National Collection of 300 species of snowdrop.

Visit: www.visitscotland.com/surprisesnowdrop.

 

Traquair House, Scottish Borders

The woodlands and grounds of Traquair House have a spectacular showing of snowdrops that will be open for the first time this year.  

 

Castle Kennedy, Dumfries & Galloway

Located on an isthmus surrounded by two large natural lochs, the gardens extend to 75 acres of landscaped terraces and avenues. 

 

Cleghorn, Lanarkshire 

An 18th century garden which is currently being renovated. Mature trees and shrubs, with masses of snowdrops spread around and views to the south of Tinto Hill and the Cleghorn Glen.

Visit : www.visitscotland.com/surprisesnowdrop. Contact : Martha Bryce at martha.bryce@visitscotland.com.    

 
	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

LocalGuiding 

LocalGuiding, the online service connecting travellers with independent, local tour guides in destinations worldwide, has launched Tour Request.

Tour Request will let travellers create customized tours from local guides around the world. Independent travellers are increasingly looking to get a ‘one- off’ tour that meets their specific needs when visiting a particular destination.

With LocalGuiding’s new, free, Tour Request online function, it is now possible for travellers to outline a desired tour and submit this, on a short form, via the LocalGuiding website. 

LocalGuiding tour guides interested in running the tour will send the traveller a personalised offer. The traveller can then decide which tour best meets their needs before working with the chosen guide on the detail of the tour. 
LocalGuiding guides are passionate locals who like to share their expertise with others, independent private tour guides or small tour companies. 
To get to know the guide behind each tour offer, the LocalGuiding website provides a detailed profile of each guide with personal information about interests, years of guiding experience and credentials. 
Guides can also be contacted direct to develop a pre-trip relationship.
Visit : www.localguiding.com/en/tour-requests. For more information or to request a press tour with guides at any of the LocalGuiding destinations contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com. 
Picasso in Britain

Tate Britain in London is to hold the first exhibition to explore Pablo Picasso’s lifelong connections with the UK. 

Picasso and Modern British Art will look at the artist’s evolving critical reputation in Britain and how British artists responded to his work. More than 150 works from major public and private collections around the world will be on display. 

They will show his growing fame in Britain as a figure of controversy and celebrity and trace how his work was exhibited and collected here during his lifetime. 

The exhibition will demonstrate his impact on 20th-century British modernism through seven artists: Duncan Grant, Wyndham Lewis, Ben Nicholson, Henry Moore, Francis Bacon, Graham Sutherland and David Hockney.

The paintings on show will include a painting symbolic of Picasso’s affection for England: his 1925 painting, The Three Dancers, which Tate acquired from the artist after his 1960 exhibition.

Visit : www.tate.org.uk/britain. Contact: Selina Jones at Selina.Jones@tate.org.uk. 

West Virginia’s golf courses

West Virginia’s golf courses can offer a challenging game with stunning backdrops.  
Located in the New River – Greenbrier Valley region lies the Greenbrier Resort in White Sulphur Springs, offering three championship golf courses. 
The Old White Course was built in 1913 and the Greenbrier, redesigned by Jack Nicklaus, is listed as a National Historic landmark for its classical architecture, while the third, the Meadows Course, was designed by Bob Cupp in 1999.

The Resort at Glade Springs is also located in the region and has three championship courses. .
The Central part of West Virginia offers the Gary Player-designed Raven Golf Club at Snowshoe Mountain in the Potomac Highlands, the Canaan Valley Resort in the Allegheny Mountains and Stonewall Resort in the Mountain Lakes region.

Located in the northern area in Wheeling is Oglebay Resort with two championship courses, one designed by Arnold Palmer and one by Robert Trent Jones. 

On the Eastern side is the Woods Resort, close to the Cacapon Resort State Park, and the Robert Trent Jones Sr. designed golf course. 2,300 feet above sea level and set between two mountain ranges.

Also in this region lies the secluded Locust Hill Golf Course, just outside historic Charles Town 

West Virginia’s golf courses can be accessed from direct flights into Washington DC with a further one hour drive to the eastern side of the state or connecting domestic flights to West Virginia’s capital city of Charleston.

Visit www.wvtourism.com. Contact : Jane Wilson at wv@attachecommunication.co.uk. 
The Kielder Observatory, Northumberland UK

Kielder Forest is officially the darkest place in England, with over 250 square miles of woodland on the border of Northumberland with Scotland.

 It also has its own state-of-the-art, wood-clad observatory on the slopes of Black Fell above Kielder Water. 

The Observatory, designed by Charles Barclay Architects, is Kielder's most recent art and architecture project, developed to provide a permanent base for amateur astronomers. 

Visit : www.kielderobservatory.org. Contact : Mark McCulloch at Mark.ncculloch@visits gland.com.

Alaska

Winter mushing in Alaska

Anchorage-based Salmon Berry Tours will offer a new winter mushing program in partnership with Dallas Seavey Racing.

The four-hour adventure includes a dog sled ride, snowshoe stroll, trail-side treat and the chance to meet and learn about the equipment, mushers and dogs needed to compete in the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race. 
Salmon Berry Tours offers a variety of scheduled and custom tours across Southcentral and Interior Alaska ideal for groups or individual travelers. 
Other popular winter tours include the Ultimate Iditarod Adventure Package, the Northern Lights Late-Night Special, Winter Turnagain Turnaround Tour and more. 
Visit www.salmonberrytours.com. Contact: Candice McDonald at reservations@salmonberrytours.com.

Wrangell, Alaska 

Located in the heart of Alaska’s Inside Passage, Wrangell is home to a variety of wildlife, scenery and adventures. 
A trip to Wrangell can include getting up close to a glacier, fishing, hiking, golfing, soaking in a natural hot springs or viewing brown and black bears at the Anan Wildlife Observatory. 
In late July, the community hosts Bearfest, a celebration of Wrangell’s bears that includes a symposium, bear-viewing, photography workshops and family activities. 
Each spring Wrangell hosts the Stikine River Birding Festival. The Stikine River Delta is a major stop on the Pacific Flyway for over 14,000 snow geese, over 10,000 sandhill cranes and more than 2,000 eagles, the largest springtime concentration of eagles in North America. 
Wrangell is linked with other Inside Passage communities via the Alaska Marine Highway System, and Alaska Airlines offers daily flights.

Visit  : www.wrangellalaska.org. Contact: Carol Rushmore at ecodev@wrangell.com.

British Olympic Cities

New research from VisitBritain on inbound visits to towns and cities across the UK suggests that Britain’s Olympic cities are becoming increasingly popular tourist destinations. 

While London and Scottish capital Edinburgh maintain their position as the two most popular destinations for inbound visitors, places such as Cardiff, Glasgow, Manchester, Newcastle and Windsor have also attracted tourists.

Visit : www.visitbritain.org. Contact : Mark Di-Toro at mark.di-toro@visitbritain.org.

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Luttrellstown Castle, Ireland 

Luttrellstown Castle, which is one of Ireland's finest 5 star resorts and a first class golf and country club, will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance journalists with a commission.

The Castle is located in 500 acres of lush parkland and includes a fishing lake and championship golf course between the city and the airport 
Over the years many notable people have spent some time at the Castle.

Queen Victoria, Prince Rainier and Princess Grace of Monaco, Fred Astaire, Douglas Fairbanks and Ronald Reagan have all enjoyed time at Luttrellstown Castle.

More recently Paul Newman and the pop group REM have stayed in the Castle.

Finally, Luttrellstown Castle was also at the centre of global media attention when Victoria and David Beckham married there in1999.

The resort has now embarked on a marketing strategy to focus attention on the Castle and its potential to attract national and international guests to the estate.

Visit : www.luttrellstowncastle.com. Contact : Colm Hannon at enquiries@luttrellstowncastle.com
Park Hyatt Abu Dhabi Hotel

Hyatt Hotels Corporation and Abu Dhabi National Hotels have opened the Park Hyatt Abu Dhabi Hotel and Villas. The hotel is the first Hyatt-branded property in the UAE capital.

 

The hotel is located on the natural island of Saadiyat along a five mile stretch of environmentally protected white sand beach and within minutes of Abu Dhabi’s prime business district and Corniche.

The Abu Dhabi Tourism Authority expects to receive 2.7 million visitors to the region by 2012, with key attractions including the Corniche, Emirates Heritage Village, Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque, Ferrari World Abu Dhabi and the Yas Marina. 

Plans are also underway to open a Louvre Abu Dhabi, Guggenheim Abu Dhabi, and the Zayed National Museum.

 

Visit : www.abudhabi.park.hyatt.com. Contact : Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com. 

Costa Navarino, Greece

Costa Navarino, the sustainable destination in the Mediterranean, located in the Greek region of Messinia in the southwest Peloponnese, has recently introduced a series of philosophical walks for guests led by university professors.

 

These include topics taken from the writings of antiquity, which explore and shed light on the broader impact of ancient Greek philosophical thought in the world. Costa Navarino is within close reach, the historical background unfolds through Neolithic settlements, Mycenaean palaces, Classical temples, Byzantine churches and medieval castles.

 

Visit : www.westincostanavarino.com. Contact : Jessica Flood at jessicaf@hillsbalfoursynergy.com.  

Powder White

Independent ski-holiday provider Powder White has highlighted its top five Alpine boutique hotels for the winter 2011/12 season.

Hotel Banyan, St Anton, Austria

The Banyan is an upmarket hotel with modern and minimal rooms the heart of St Anton.

Hotel Seizana, Courchevel 1650, France

The  Hotel Seizana is a luxury 20-room hotel located at the foot of the ski runs in the heart of Courchevel 1650. The rear terrace, enjoys views of the Courchevel valley.

Hotel Ormelune, Val d’Isere, France

The 46-room Ormelune, is a boutique hotel located on Val d’Isere’s main drag.

Hotel Nevai, Switzerland

The Hotel Nevai – located in the heart of Verbier – is known for its après-ski high jinks. 

Le Portetta, Courchevel 1650, France

Le Portetta – the sister property of Conde Nast Johansens' Country Hotel of the Year Lime Wood and The Pig – is in a ski-in/ski-out position at the foot of the slopes. 

Visit : www.powderwhite.com. Contact : Paul Charles at powderwhite@verypcc.com.

San Miguel de Allende

The San Miguel de Allende is located in an artists’ village, Mexico’s oldest town, in the mountains north of Mexico City.

Visit : www.rosewoodsanmiguel.com. Contact Sophie Furness at Sophie@grifcopr.com

Wynyard Hall Country House

Wynyard Hall Country House Hotel in Tees Valley is a magnificent 18th century mansion which has entertained everyone from royalty to Winston Churchill to Hollywood stars. The Spa at Wynyard Hall opens in January.

Visit : www.wynyardhall.co.uk. Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com
DoubleTree at Hilton Newcastle Airport Hotel.

The new 175 bedroom hotel at Newcastle Airport is suited for anyone flying in-or out -from Tyneside. 
Visit : www.hilton.co.uk/NewcastleGateshead. Contact : Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com. 
Mandarin Boutique Hotel, Turkey

The Mandarin Boutique Hotel is located in a rural retreat in south-west Turkey, a 

few miles beyond the lagoon and beaches of Oludeniz.

The Mandarin has eight luxurious guestrooms - most with four-poster beds and all with large Jacuzzi tubs. The more active will find fabulous walking terrain with the Lycian Way nearby and easy access to activities such as scuba-diving, horse-riding and paragliding, and archaeological sites.

Visit : www.villamandarin.com. Contact : Ghislain Charles Sireilles at mail@villamandarin.com.

New Nullagvik Hotel, Alaska
The Northwest Arctic city of Kotzebue opened the doors of a brand new hotel owned and operated by NANA, the regional Alaska Native Corporation for the area. 
The new Nullagvik Hotel replaces the original hotel of the same name that was a mainstay in Kotzebue since 1975. 
The new Nullagvik Hotel includes 78 guest rooms and an observation deck overlooking Kotzebue Sound. Kotzebue is located 26 miles north of the Arctic Circle and can be reached by air via Alaska Airlines or Era Aviation. 
Home to popular fishing rivers and the Kobuk 440 sled dog race, visitors can experience Kotzebue through a helicopter tour or charter flight with Bering Air, visit LaVonne’s Fish Camp to experience subsistence lifestyle of the Inupiat people or take part in a city tour offered by the Nullagvik Hotel. 
Visit : www.nullagvikhotel.com. Contact: Shelley Byrd at shelley.byrd@nmsusa.com.

The Mount Hartman Bay Estate, Grenada

The Mount Hartman Bay Estate, the latest addition to the Bespoke Hotels collection, is a boutique retreat Grenada. It is located on a private beach in a sheltered bay on this Caribbean island.

 

Grenada is just 21 miles long and 12 miles wide with a population of around 90,000. The island has an exceptional variety of landscapes for such a small area with a central mountain range, lush forests, gorges with tumbling waterfalls and stunning beaches. 

Offshore are numerous reefs and wrecks to explore, and there are around fifteen species of whales and dolphins to be seen. 

Bespoke Hotels operates and manages over 50 properties including Wyck Hill House Hotel & Spa in The Cotswolds and Bermondsey Square Hotel and Ten Manchester Street in central London asw well as properties in the Caribbean.

Visit www.mounthartmanbay.com. Contact : Jacinta at jacinta@rivapr.co.uk. 
Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Shabuway in the San Francisco Bay Area invites food and lifestyle writers of the Alliance to dine at their restaurants in Mountain View and San Jose to experience the traditional Japanese Shabu Shabu (hot pot).  Visit : www.shabuway.com. Contact Jaslin Yu at jaslinyu@gmail.com.  
· Luxe PR, a specialist agency representing 2,000 hotel guestrooms in London and across England will be delighted to host Alliance members for a review stay in one of its central London hotels, or its country house hotels based in Derbyshire, Yorkshire and the Cotswolds. Visit : www.luxepr.com. Contact : Tamsin Cocks at tamsin@luxepr.com. 

· PlanetWildlife, which specialises in wildlife holidays worldwide will be pleased to consider press trip requests from Alliance members www.planetwildlife.com Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk
· The Mariott Paris Champs-Elysees, which is the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance members who are in the city on an assignment. Visit : www.parismarriott.com. Contact Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.

· Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Ryder at lucy_ryder@bathtourism.co.uk. 
· City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.

· The German city of Frankfurt will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members. Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de.
· The Cyprus Tourism Organisation will host group and individual trips for Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitcyprus.com. Contact : June Field at june.field@kallaway.com. 

· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com.  Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@visitorlando.com.

· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel and its sister four-star Goldener Berg in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.hospiz.com. Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies at kate@holidaylettings.co.uk. 
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anne Kapranos at Anne@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 

· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk. 

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Sue Bradbury at jess@suebradburypr.com.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products and services 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Kangol Headwear

Kangol’s straw hat collection will complement your every summer look with styles ranging from contemporary and classic trilby’s to glamorous beach brim hats.

Visit : www.kangolstore.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
Airport lounges in London

No.1 Traveller is a London-based company specialising in airport lounges and transfers.

It operates lounges at Heathrow Terminal 3, Gatwick North and South Terminals and Stansted.

No.1 Traveller is happy to offer a 50% discount rate for all Travel Writers Alliance members. 

Those interested should contact No1@3-monkeys.co.uk when wishing to make a booking with : 

· Full name (as it appears on your passport)

· Flight date / time

· Flight number

· Which airport / terminal

Visit : www.No1Traveller.com. Contact : Charlotte Spencer at Charlotte.Spencer@3-monkeys.co.uk.

Silhouette
Silhouette sunglasses provide 100% protection against UV A, B and C rays. If Silhouette’s IQ POL Sunglasses were suntan lotion, they would correspond to the European protection factor 32.

Visit : www.silhouette.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Simple

Californian footwear brand Simple has your feet ready for summer with these eco friendly organic cotton plimsoles. Exclusive to Schuh, they are available in white and navy with ribbon laces- the perfect footwear for French Riviera chic.

Visit : www.simpleshoes.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Teva

Teva’s Contoured Ribbon Mush is the most comfortable flip flop in the world. Using state of the art memory foam you will feel like you are walking on clouds when walking on the beach, boardwalk or pavement this summer.

Visit : www.teva.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

John Masters Organics

Make every day a day at the beach with John Masters Organics Sea Mist Sea Salt Spray with Lavender. It protects the hair and provides extra body, volume and texture, also helping to enhance curls for natural beach beautiful hair.

Visit : www.johnmasters.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Terms & Conditions:

· subject to availability at time of booking

· valid rental & booking period: Jan 1st - Dec 31, 2011 

· offer valid for car rentals in Switzerland, Italy, France & Monaco, Germany

· applies to all car categories and Elite Rent-a-Car rental tariffs (Shopping/Tradition)

· blackout period for complimentary car upgrade is 1 July to 15 September 15 to 31 December 2011

· Elite Rent to be mentioned and contacts included in fact box of subsequent editorial feature

Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com.  

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7630 4620. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups
The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Luxury Backpackers Visit : www.luxurybackpackers.com. Contact: Jill Nash at jill@luxurybackpackers.com
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com

	Issue 108 : mid-November 2011:  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

The Best of Britain & Ireland 2012

NEC Birmingham, Wednesday 14 and Thursday 15 March 2012

The Best of Britain & Ireland 2012 (BoBI), is the UK travel trade industry's premier domestic business-to-business event. 

Organised with the support of the travel and tourism industries of England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales, BoBI gives travel journalists the chance to get travel, tourism and holiday news and feature ideas from key tourism representatives.  

Over 300 travel companies, venues and destinations will be exhibiting the event, for which the International Travel Writers Alliance is an official media partner.  There will be a dedicated Media Centre and special media events.

The Best of Britain & Ireland 2012 takes place at the National Exhibition Centre Birmingham on Wednesday 14 March and Thursday 15 March 2012. 
Alliance members wishing to attend BoBI should register for a media pass at www.britainandirelandevent.co.uk/register-to-attend2.html.

Contact : Sam Warnock at sam@expom.co.uk.  

Home Base Holidays

The home swap club, Home Base Holidays, is pleased to offer free membership to Alliance members who are writing articles about home exchange. 

Home exchange is a mutual exchange of homes, usually at the same time, for a holiday in your own country or abroad. As home exchange is a direct swap of homes, there are no rental charges for either party, making it a very economical way to travel.

Visit : www.homebase-hols.com Contact: Lois Sealey at info@homebase-hols.com. 
Luxe PR

Luxe PR is a specialist agency which represents 2,000 hotel guestrooms in London and across England.  

The agency will be delighted to host Alliance members for a review stay in one of its central London hotels, or its  country house hotels based in Derbyshire, Yorkshire and the Cotswolds.

Luxe also represents a number of restaurants, including two with Michelin stars and would be interested to hear from members interested in reviewing any of these restaurants.

Visit : www.luxepr.com. Contact : Tamsin Cocks at tamsin@luxepr.com. 

Rosalie Bay Resort, Dominica

Rosalie Bay Resort is a new 28-room eco-luxe and wellness resort on the nature island of Dominica. The resort is located in the valley of the Morne Trois Pitons, a World Heritage Site, and along Rosalie Bay, home to the ROSTI Turtle Initiative.

 

Guests enjoy organic cuisine, turtle watching (in season) and a pampering spa. Nearby activities include whale watching, hiking rainforests and swimming in waterfalls.

The Rosalie Bay Resort will be delighted to offer review accommodation to Alliance members.

Visit www.rosaliebay.com Contact: Julie Harper at julie@madiganpratt.com.

The Good Taste Guide: Jersey

Alliance members are invited to apply for a review copies of The Good Taste Guides. 
The Good Taste Guides have been set up to fill a gap in food reporting. 
They are consumer-driven products, focusing on giving readers accurate, unbiased information about good places to eat. They are produced by professional journalists and food experts.The first guide published is : The Good Taste Guide: Jersey with more titles next year. 

Visit : www.goodtasteguides.com. Copy : Julia Hunt at mail@goodtasteguides.com.

Press trips to Bristol, UK

Destination Bristol, located in South West England, will host press visits to the historic city and offer a range of story ideas and activities for Alliance members. 

Visit: www.visitbristol.co.uk. Contact: Jessica McDonald at jessica.mcdonald@destinationbristol.co.uk.

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Hanoi Tourism

Hanoi Tourism is a Hanoi city government operation managing travel companies in Hanoi- Capital City of Vietnam, and also creating and developing Hanoi tourist products and sustainable tourism.


Visit : www.hanoitourism.gov.vn Contact : Viet Nguyen at vhn03@yahoo.com. 


Leisure Island Houseboat Rentals

Leisure Island Houseboat Rentals is a family owned and operated houseboat rental company located on Lake Temagami in Northern Ontario, Canada. Our houseboats provide a unique opportunity for fishing, relaxation and adventure as you explore our beautiful area.


Visit : www.leisureislandhouseboatrentals.com. Contact : Gwen Drenth
at gwendrenth@ontera.net
Ideal Holidays Indonesia

Ideal Holidays Indonesia is a premier Indonesia Travel network.

Visit : www.ideal-holidays.net. Contact : Dede
Suhendar at ddsuhendar@ideal-holidays.net.

The International Association for Front Office Managers and Assistant Hotel Managers

The Amicale Internationale des Chefs de Reception et Sous Directeurs des Grand Hotels or The International Association for Front Office Managers and Assistant Hotel Managers was founded on the Cote d’Azur in France in 1964, and over the last 44 years has developed into an international fellowship with sections in 17 countries and has a membership of over 1,000. 

The Singapore section was founded in 1991, and has grown to become an exciting, active network for all Rooms Division Executives with 85 members comprising of boutique to 5 star luxury hotels. 

Visit : www.aicrinternational.org. Contact : Alphonso D' Conceicao at amtcon@starhub.net.sg.

Chez Sven (Cape Cod)

Discover Wellfleet at its best: green accommodation in a traditional Cape Cod setting, newly renovated rooms decorated with local art, cosmopolitan hosts from Europe.  Chez Sven is centrally located on a “scenic road,” unpaved as in colonial times. 

Wellfleet is famous for pristine kettle ponds, wide expanses of deserted beach within the National Seashore park.

International journalists welcome.


Visit : www.chezsven.com Contact : Alexandra Grabbe at chezsven@comcast.net.

Arezza

Arezza promotes entrepreneurship in sustainable tourism, renewable energy and other green initiatives with an emphasis on local area development, entrepreneurship, job creation and support for nonprofits in a community.

Its approach is especially useful in communities seeking to develop a tourism destination management capability; we engage with anyone interested in contributing to a community's sustainable development and put to work the considerable talents of local nonprofits and aspiring entrepreneurs.

Visit : www.arezza.net. Contact : John Leboffe at info@arezza.net.

Elite Tours International

Elite Tours International is a tour operator for the Uzbek tourism market, and is working actively in promoting tourism in Uzbekistan.

Visit : www.elitetours.uzContact : Najimov Rustam at marketing@elitetours.uz.

Wasatch Powderbird Guides

Wasatch Powderbird Guides, a heli skiing and snowboard operation based out of the Wasatch Mountain Range in Utah, provides individuals and private groups the powder skiing experience from two bases of operations (Snowbird Ski Resort & Canyons Resort in Park City).

Guests can build the ski vacation of their dreams, complete with 4 and 5 star lodging, 5 ski resorts in the immediate vicinity, world-class restaurants, and countless complementary activities.


Visit : www.powderbird.com. Contact : Nicole Mangino at marketing@powderbird.com.

Agencies 
Mercury PR

Mercury is a PR and marketing company steeped in travel and tourism experience, and is known and respected by the travel media on a local, regional, national and international basis.

Visit : www.mercury-pr.co.uk. Contact : Karen
Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

	News


The Maldives

The Maldives has launched a new slogan - Maldives – Always Natural and a logo highlighting the outstanding natural beauty of the Maldives.

Visit : www.visitmaldives.com. Contact : Aminath Hudha at hudha@visitmaldives.com. 
The Morocco Mall, Casablanca

The Morocco Mall, opens on 5 December on the Casablanca Corniche coast, with 600 brand name retailers many of which will be opening a store in Africa for the first time. The Morocco Mall also has attractions including its musical fountain and giant aquarium.

Visit : www.moroccomall.net. Contact : Meyer, Camille at Camille.Meyer@fleishmaneurope.com. 

Germany

The volume of international visitors staying overnight in Germany between January and August rose by 6 per cent year on year according to preliminary figures from the Federal Statistical Office. Overnight stays made in Germany came to 43.5 million, 2.3 million more than in 2010.

Visit : www.germany.travel. Contact : Nadine Wenn at nadine.wenn@germany.travel
Korean Air

Korean Air has been voted the best airline operating the A300-600 by Airbus bi-annually at the A300/310/300-600 Technical Symposium.

Korean Air received the highest score of 99.8% for the best operational performance. The airline primarily uses the A300-600s for short-haul flights and currently has 8 A300-600s in operation.  
Visit : www.koreanair.com. Contact : Katie Turner at Katie.Turner@brightergroup.com.

London’s new Thames crossing

London is to have a cable car that will cross the River Thames and connect the O2 arena in North Greenwich and the Excel exhibition centre at the Royal Victoria Dock. Both are Olympic venues.

The cable car crossing, which starts in summer 2012 and will be able to carry up to 2,500 people an hour in each direction, will be called the Emirates Air Line and passengers will travel between two new stations that will be named Emirates Greenwich Peninsula and Emirates Royal Docks.

Contact: Victoria Morley at VickyMorley@tfl.gov.uk. 

The French Press Awards 2011

ATOUT FRANCE, the France Tourism Development Agency, has made its travel writers awards for 2011.

Sectors included best travel articles on French Heritage and Culture; French City or Regional Tour; French Family Holidays and French Art de Vivre. 

For full details visit : http://uk.franceguide.com/press-corner Contact: Jacqueline Mirtelli at jacqueline.mirtelli@franceguide.com.

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Friendly Planet Travel

Friendly Planet Travel, a tour operator of high-quality, affordable vacation packages to exotic destinations worldwide is offering an 11-day Best of Guatemala and Honduras tour, visiting four UNESCO World Heritage sites. 

Guatemala combines the best of colonial Spanish culture with traditional Mayan heritage, and Honduras is the heart of ancient Mayan culture, with impressive Mayan tombs and step-pyramids. 

Visit us at www.FriendlyPlanetTravel.com. Contact : Jackie Zima at Jackie@GregoryFCA.com.

Beyond Boundaries Travel of Colorado Springs

Beyond Boundaries Travel of Colorado Springs, Colorado has launched a Panama Canal and Transcontinental Bike Tour:  Panama City to the Kuna Yala.  
The tour crosses by bike to the San Blas Archipelago with 350 islands dotting the Caribbean coast of the Panamanian isthmus. 
Visit : beyondboundariestravel.com. Contact Doug Lofland at info@beyondboundariestravel.com

Leeds United Football Club museum 

Leeds United Football Club is to open its own museum in a newly-redeveloped East Stand of its home ground in spring 2012.

Hundreds of the Yorkshire club’s memorabilia will be on display, including old trophies, historical documents, shirts and scarves, and gifts presented to the club before European games. The exhibits will also include items belonging to current squad members. 

Visit : www.leedsunited.com. Contact : Helen Castle at helen.castle@leedsunited.com. 

Luxury shopping on a luxury train (UK)

Some of Britain’s finest luxury goods will be for sale on the first ever Orient Express Shopping on the Rails day-trip.

The Orient Express British Pullman train will leave from London’s Victoria station for a non-stop day-trip through the Kent countryside. 

Passengers will travel in vintage carriages that were first used in the 1920s, a period considered by many as the ‘golden age of travel’. 

The day-trip on 6 December 2011 includes the opportunity to see and buy the latest collections from 10 top British brands.

Visit : www.orient-express.com/uktrains and www.orient-expressboutique.com. Contact : Emma Wylde at emma.wylde@orient-express.com. 

adventureBASH

adventureBASH is a new action sports travel company aimed exclusively for adventurous travellers.

The company offers skiing trips, mountain biking events, sailing holidays and surf camps for those in their 20’s to their early 40's. 

Visit : www.adventureBASH.com. Contact at Siobhan at Siobhanconnorpr@gmail.com.

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

Frankfurt Christmas Market 

23 November to 22 December 2011

Frankfurt Christmas Market is one of Germany’s largest and most traditional Christmas celebrations. 

Held on the city’s Römerberg and at St Paul’s Square, it features decorated booths and a massive Christmas tree as well as roasted chestnuts, baked apples, gingerbread, hot apple wine and mulled wine.

Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Mosler at Moser@infofrankfurt.de.

Award-winning landscapes, Southbank, London 

December 2011

The winning picture in the fifth Landscape Photographer of the Year competition will be one of over 100 outstanding photographs on display in a free exhibition on London’s Southbank this December. 

The exhibition, in a foyer of the National Theatre, will include all the winners, runners-up and highly commended pictures in the competition’s different category awards. 

Robert Fulton wins £10,000 and the title Landscape Photographer of the Year for his Winter Field, Stirlingshire, Scotland.

Visit : www.take-a-view.co.uk. Contact: Diana Leppard at info@take-a-view.co.uk.  

50 years of James Bond’s cars (UK)
January 2012

An exhibition of 50 iconic James Bond vehicles – the largest of its kind staged anywhere in the world – opens in January at the National Motor Museum at Beaulieu.

The exhibition will run for the whole of 2012 in celebration of 50 years of James Bond movies. Bond in Motion will feature a range of vehicles that have appeared in Bond films over the years including cars, boats, motorbikes, sleds and jets. 

Visit : www.beaulieu.co.uk. Contact : Vanessa Davies at vanessa@romleydavies.com. 

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Globe to Globe, London 

On Shakespeare's birthday, 23 April, the Globe Theatre in London will begin a  programme of multilingual Shakespeare productions – every one of his plays, each performed in a different language.

The six-week programme, entitled Globe to Globe, includes all 37 Shakespearean dramas, performed by 37 international companies, plus his poem Venus and Adonis performed in IsiZulu, IsiXhosa, SeSotho, Setswana, Afrikaans and South African English.

The countries taking part include South Sudan, the world’s youngest nation whose specially formed theatre company will present Cymbeline. 

The National Theatre of China will perform Shakespeare’s Richard III in their first visit to the UK. Afghanistan’s theatre company Roy-e-Sabs will leave Kabul for the first time with their production of The Comedy of Errors. 

And the three Henry VI plays about England’s first great civil war will feature national theatres from Serbia, Albania and Macedonia.

For the first time ever a Shakespeare play will be performed in full in British Sign Language – Love’s Labour’s Lost translated by London’s Deafinitely Theatre.

Other highlights include Rawiri Paratene’s New Zealand production of Troilus and Cressida featuring the haka, waiata and other aspects of Maori culture, and the Chicago Shakespeare Theater’s hip-hop version of Othello.

Globe to Globe is part of the World Shakespeare Festival which runs from 23 April to November 2012 and is a celebration of Shakespeare as the world’s playwright. 

Visit : www.shakespearesglobe.com. Contact : Stephen Pidcock at stephen@thecornershoppr.com. 

Less well known ski resorts

Travel search site KAYAK.co.uk has highlighted skiing destinations that snow enthusiasts may not have yet considered.
 

Ylläs, Finland
The large resort (463 metres of vertical descent) is goiod for amateur skiers with its abundant snow and varied choice of slope levels. Temperatures can drop as low as -15 °C in January. 

 
Banff / Lake Louise, Canada
The Banff National Park is a UNESCO World Heritage Site which attracts three million visitors each year. 
The area offers a wide range of activities beyond the traditional skiing and snowboarding: ice skating, sledging and tobogganing, horse drawn sleigh rides, snowshoeing, dog sledding, ice fishing, ice diving and snowmobile tours. 

  

Glenshee, Scotland
Glenshee is the largest resort in the UK, covering more than 2,000 acres, extending over four mountains and three valleys and boasting 21 lifts and tows. 
Mountain Niseko, Japan
One mountain, four resorts. Niseko Hanazono on the east side, surrounded by virgin forest, is renowned for its extra dry snow.  
· Niseko Grand Hirafu offers a vast ski area with amazing views of Mt Yotei. 
· Niseko Village on the Southern side offers a huge variety of options for the most adventurous skiers. 
· Niseko Annupuri offers long, gentle and wide open slopes for those who prefer a relaxed run down.

  

Gulmarg – India
India is becoming less of a niche destination for adventurous skiers and snowboarders. Gulmarg offers the highest gondola on earth and guaranteed Himalayan snow.  

 

Visit : www.kayak.co.uk. Contact : Claire Lawson at Claire.Lawson@text100.co.uk. 

The Cook Islands

The Cook Islands, is made up of 15 islands scattered around the Pacific Ocean, and offers some of the best natural scenery in the South Pacific. 

There are white sandy beaches, turquoise lagoons and Polynesian culture.

There is paddle boarding and kite surfing on Aitutaki lagoon, some of the best scuba diving locations and year round game fishing for Marlin and ‘Wahoo’.

Visit www.cookislands.travel. Contact : Jessica Meins at jessicameins@mccluskey.co.uk. 
The Queen’s diamonds on display, London 

The state rooms of Buckingham Palace, the Queen’s London residence, will open to visitors next summer with a special exhibition of diamonds. 

Diamonds: A Jubilee Celebration will celebrate Queen Elizabeth’s 60 years on the throne. 

Visitors to the Palace will be able to see an unprecedented display of a number of personal jewels inherited by Her Majesty or acquired during her reign.

The exhibition will show the many ways in which diamonds have been used by British monarchs over the last 200 years. 

The Palace state rooms are furnished with some of the greatest treasures from the Royal Collection. 

These include paintings by Rembrandt, Rubens, Poussin and Canaletto, sculpture by Canova, Sèvres porcelain and English and French furniture. The state rooms are open to the public each summer when the Queen makes her annual visit to Scotland.

Visit : www.royalcollection.org.uk. Contact: Alice Ross at press@royalcollection.org.uk.

Ecologically sustainable family lodges

Costa Rica’s Pacuare Lodge carries a Certificate in Sustainable Tourism and has received Travel + Leisure’s Global Vision Award, Condé Nast Traveler’s World Savers Award and the World Tourism Award for Sustainable Community Development. 

When being constructed not one tree was chopped down. The lodge employs local Cabecar Indians and, among other green initiatives, promotes jaguar conservation. It also offers world class whitewater rafting nearby. 

Peru’s Refugio Amazonas Lodge in a 200-hectare private reserve on the buffer zone of the Tambopata National Reserve is a Rainforest Alliance-certified lodge using traditional native materials of wood palm fronds, wild cane and clay. 

An observation tower overlooks a fraction of the Amazon canopy.

Ecuador’s Yachana Lodge, also in the Amazon, can be a learning experience in, among others, medicinal medicines and traditional healing practices.  

This is a Smart Voyager-certified establishment.

Kenya’s Masai Mara Lodge enjoys the Kenya Eco-Rating Gold certification in Kenya’s premier wildlife reserve, the Masai Mara. 

The lodge endeavors, in addition to applying highest level green practices, to preserve the local culture and improve local income generation by promoting traditional handicrafts as well as featuring in guest tents furniture made by women’s groups in the Talek region. 

Tree-top wildlife viewing posts have reduced the need for game drives.  The varied wildlife and natural environment, in addition to the culture of the local Masai people, come together to provide a spectacular lodge safari experience.

Greenloons guides families to travel experiences managed by certified third-party suppliers engaged in eco- and sustainable tourism. 

Visit : www.greenloons.com. Contact : Sarah at sara@widnesspr.com. 
Street art in Bristol, UK

Bristol’s See No Evil street art project in August has led to the launch of a short film called, See No Evil: Who’s Lenny?, by Bristol-based company, Hurricane Media.

The video documents the making of ‘See No Evil’, Europe’s largest street art event which brought together 72 international artists using over 13,000 spray cans. 
The See No Evil project is a permanent addition to Bristol’s cultural offering for visitors and highlights the city’s reputation on the street art scene made famous internationally by city-born Banksy, whose work is featured across the city.

Visit : www.visitBristol.co.uk and www.seenoevilbristol.co.uk. Contact : Jessica McDonald at jessica.mcdonald@destinationbristol.co.uk.

Virginia State Parks

Virginia is celebrating the 75th anniversary of its 35 State Parks, which offer a range of adventure and water sports including canoeing, white water rafting and fishing in natural landscapes..

The state treasure, Shenandoah National Park is one of Virginia’s most scenic attractions. 

The Park boasts nearly 500 miles of hiking trails, featuring spectacular waterfalls and stunning vistas over the Shenandoah Valley and the Massanutton Mountains to the west. 

Visitors can participate in guided hikes, rock climbing and rappelling, as well as taking to the Parks clear waters. 

Overall Run Falls, the parks highest waterfall is one of the parks most popular trails and showcases great panoramic views as a reward for completing the challenging hike to the top.

 Nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, Smith Mountain Lake offers travellers over 500 miles of pristine shoreline to enjoy. 

Visit : www.virginia.org and www.CapitalRegionUSA.co.uk. Contact : Kylie Rathbone at kylie.rathbone@kbc-pr.com. 

Jordan 

Jordan celebrates the 200th anniversary of the rediscovery of the ‘Lost City’ of Petra in August 2012, which is also 50 years since the release of the Lawrence of Arabia put Wadi Rum on the map as a film tourism destination. 

Other new developments include new luxury hotels near the Dead Sea and Aqaba, such as the first DoubleTree by Hilton in the Middle East, and a new Crowne Plaza Hotel, which will be the largest hotel in the Dead Sea when it opens next year. 

The $1.5bn Star Trek theme park in Aqaba that is expected to open in 2014.  

Visit : www.visitjordan.com. Contact : Gillian.Monahan@Brightergroup.com. 

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Black Diamond Ranch, Florida

Black Diamond Ranch is a residential golf community in Florida featuring 45 holes designed by Tom Fazio.

Its  “Black Diamond Experience” stay-and-play packages, allows golfers unprecedented access to one of the USA’s premier private clubs.

For golfers who collect prestigious courses, the Pure Golf Getaway includes two nights’ accommodations in one of Black Diamond Ranch’s homes and two rounds of golf on its Fazio layouts; The Quarry, The Ranch and The Highlands. 
The Couples Golf Getaway includes two nights’ accommodations and two rounds of golf. 
The Black Diamond Ranch will be delighted to consider providing press trip accommodation from Alliance members.
Visit : www.blackdiamondranch.com. Contact : Jonathan Williamson at jwilliamson@buffalocommunications.com.

Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK

Peckforton Castle has completed a successful restoration following a fire in early 2011.

Originally the home of Lord Tollemache and built in the early 19th Century, this Grade I listed building is the only intact medieval style Castle in the country.

The reopening of the bedrooms marks the completion of the first stage of rebuilding work with the main stage of restoration work to be complete by early next year. 

Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Cate Hatton at cate.hatton@rococogroup.co.uk. 

Centara Anda Dhevi Resort & Spa Krabi, Thailand

The newly-opened Centara Anda Dhevi Resort & Spa Krabi is set within tropical gardens just 100 metres away from the powder-soft sand of Nopparat Thara Beach, and is conveniently close to the centre of Ao Nang, with its shopping and entertainment facilities. 
Krabi is a town on the west coast of southern Thailand at the mouth of the Krabi River
Guests can easily reach Ao Nang pier from where boats travel to nearby islands, including Phi Phi and Phuket. 
Krabi International Airport is 40 minutes away and Phuket International Airport can be reached in 150 minutes. 

Visit : www.centarahotelsresorts.com/cak. Contact : Ian Millsm at imills@avenuesales.co.uk
Loews Coronado Bay Resort, San Diego, California

The AAA Four Diamond Loews Coronado Bay Resort, which is located on a private 15-acre peninsula off the Pacific coast is the only waterfront resort in San Diego County.

It features three tennis courts, a luxury spa, working garden, direct beach access and a private 80-slip marina.  

The Loews Hotels’ Good Neighbour Policy, has supported many local organisations and  its partnership with the California State Parks has generated more than $600,000 for conservation efforts at the Silver Stand State Beach.  

Visit www.loewshotels.com/coronadobay. Contact Lisa Cooper at lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com
Meininger Hotel Frankfurt Airport 

The Meininger Hotel Frankfurt Airport will  open in early 2012 in the new city district of “Gateway Gardens”, just a short walk from Terminal 2. 

In addition to the traditional single and double rooms, it will also be possible to book individual beds at the hotel, which are geared for backpackers and low-budget travellers.

Visit : www.meininger-hotels.de. Contact : Gisela Mosler at Moser@infofrankfurt.de. 
The Centara Hotel, Manila

The Centara Hotel has opened, in Manila the capital of the Philippines.

The newly-built 15-storey, four-star property is located in the culturally rich district of Malate with all rooms having views overlooking the city or Manila Bay.

The hotel is managed by Centara Hotels & Resorts, which is Thailand’s largest operator of hotels, with 37 deluxe and first-class properties covering all the major tourist destinations in the Kingdom. 

A further 16 resorts in the Maldives, Philippines, Vietnam, Bali Indonesia, Srilanka and Mauritius Indian Ocean, brings its current portfolio to 53 properties.  

Visit : www.centarahotelsresorts.com. Contact :  Kanokros Sakdanares at kanokrossa@chr.co.th
The Elipsos Trenhotel, Europe

The Elipsos Trenhotel runs overnight and carries travellers in comfort from Paris to Madrid or Barcelona.  

Elipsos Trenhotel trains are comfortable hotel trains that are designed especially for night travel.There is a range of accommodation from "Grand Class" Sleepers offering cabins with a washbasin and shower to Super reclining seats.

Passengers can enjoy an excellent restaurant car serving a la carte meals in the evening and breakfast in the morning, each accompanied by great views of the changing scenery.

Visit : www.raileurope.co.uk. Contact Amanda Monroe at amonroe@raileurope.co.uk. 

The Gansevoort Hotel, Miami

The Gansevoort Hotel, on SouthBeach Miami has undergone a series of upgrades.

The vast lobby has been re-decorated with high-end, textured wallpaper in a new colourful design, and the furniture has been re-upholstered and is now topped with silk accent pillows. 
There are newly designed columns in keeping with the resort’s SoBe style. The 40,000 gallon shark tank has been re-tiled with a custom blend mosaic Italian Bisazza glass tile.

 

The Gansevoort Miami Beach is set on a palm tree fringed beachfront in SouthBeach. It spans a city block on Collins Avenue in the centre of a neighbourhood of art galleries, museums, shops, restaurants and nightclubs.

 

Visit : www.gansevoortmiamibeach.com. Contact : Fiona Pettitt at fiona@cellet.co.uk.

Tucker’s Point, Bermuda

Tucker’s Point is a 240-acre residential and resort community with breathtaking vistas of Castle Harbour, Harrington Sound and the Atlantic Ocean. 
Site of Bermuda’s first new luxury hotel in 40 years and its first-ever fractional ownership clubs in addition to whole ownership homes, the community affords residents and guests exceptional recreational facilities. 
These include the acclaimed 18-hole Tucker’s Point Golf Course, tennis courts and a croquet lawn, Bermuda’s longest private pink-sand beach, a 12,000-square foot spa and a fine dining restaurant in its 100-guest room hotel. 
In April 2011, Tucker’s Point joined Rosewood Hotels & Resorts. 
Visit www.rosewoodtuckerspoint.com. For more information or to arrange a visit contact : Hannah Summers at Hannah@grifcopr.com.

Andaz Shanghai

Andaz Shanghai, is a newly constructed 28-story hotel located in Xintiandi, a landmark entertainment area in the heart of downtown Shanghai and a short walk to the Metro and Huai Hai Zong Road, one of the city’s main shopping areas. 

The Xintiandi neighborhood, on the edge of the former French Concession, retains the antique walls, tiles and façades of the traditional shikumen (stone-gate) houses of old Shanghai.

Visit www.andaz.com. Contact : Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com.

Legoland Hotel, Windsor UK

Legoland Windsor is to open its child-friendly Legoland Windsor Resort Hotel in Berkshire in March 2012. 

Legoland Windsor is a family theme park for children aged 3–12. Its 60 hectares (150 acres) contain 55 interactive rides, including the new Atlantis Submarine Ride launched this summer, attractions, live shows, building workshops and driving schools, and 55 million Lego bricks. 

Visit : www.legoland.co.uk. Contact : Amy Williams at amy@freerange.eu. 

The Hyatt Regency Danang Resort, Vietnam

The Hyatt Regency Danang Resort and Spa has opened on Vietnam’s central coast. 
The hotel is located between Hoi An, a UNESCO world heritage site and the city of Danang, on a stretch of white sandy beach with views of the ocean and the Marble Mountains. The resort is a 15 minute drive from Danang International Airport. 
Visit www.danang.regency.hyatt.com. Contact : Lucia Roberts at lucia@grifcopr.com.
Derbyshire Country Houses, UK 

Derbyshire Country Houses have three listed properties in rural Derbyshire that are available for both corporate and private holiday/activity rentals.

· Lea Hall is the childhood home of Florence Nightingale has 10 en suite bedrooms and offers upmarket B&B at the hall

· Harthill Hall is a six-bedroomed manor house with a number of cottages set around a mediaeval courtyard

· Riber Hall has 10 holiday apartments, which can also be rented en masse, are exclusively for adults only. 

Visit : www.derbyshirecountryhouses.com. Contact : Simon Turton at simon@operapr.com.
Hard Rock International, Mexico

Hard Rock International is to open three Hard Rock Hotels in Mexico.  

The first 'ultimate all-inclusive' Hard Rock Hotel will open in Cancun in early 2012, with a second in Puerto Vallarta set to open in the spring and a third in Riviera Maya following in autumn 2012.  

The beach-front, luxury resorts will showcase authentic memorabilia from international and local music artists, as well as host an ongoing schedule of live concerts.

Visit : www.hardrock.com. Contact: Ian.Benjafield@brightergroup.com.  

Spitbank Fort, Portsmouth UK

A former Napoleonic fort in Portsmouth harbour will become an exclusive luxury island getaway when Amazing Retreats’ opens Spitbank Fort in January 2012. 

Built in 1878, the Grade II listed fort was sold to private owners by the Ministry of Defence in 1982. 

New owners Amazing Retreats are now working with English Heritage and PLC Architects in Portsmouth to transform the fort into a unique luxury venue which will feature eight luxury en-suite bedrooms, three private dining rooms and bars including a rooftop champagne bar; a wine cellar, library, rooftop hot pool, sauna and sun decks. 

Visit : www.spitbankfort.co.uk. Contact : Vicky.Hayes@brightergroup.com. 
ITC Classics

ITC Classics has unveiled its new collection of Private & Resort Villas, Yacht Charters and Ocean & River Cruises from across the globe, in its all new Villa, Yachts and Cruises brochure.
Typical of these :

· Villa Can Jordi, Ibiza, which is situated on a hillside location just minutes from Es Cubellis, is a contemporary house is decorated and furnished in a high-quality, minimalist style with views across the countryside. 
· Ocean Breeze, Mustique is plantation-style house providing views across the Caribbean Sea, and is a sophisticated residence designed around a peaceful central courtyard garden with open living areas. 
Visit : www.itcclassics.co.uk. Contact : Sophie Furness at sophie@grifcopr.com. 
The Crystal Cove in Barbados

The Crystal Cove in Barbados has won the award for Best Virgin Holidays Family Hotel at the Virgin Holidays Annual Supplier Awards. 
The Elegant Hotels Group also secured the Bronze Award for Best Hotel Group in the Caribbean. 

The awards follow an extensive 18 month investment for the group which has seen the 104-room Tamarind, reopen after a multi-million dollar renovation and the group’s all inclusive properties, Turtle Beach and Crystal Cove, receive refurbishments to all accommodation and an upgrade to public areas, including revamped kid’s clubs. 
Visit www.eleganthotels.com www.virginholidays.co.uk. Contact : Katie Turner at Katie.Turner@brightergroup.com.

Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Discover Rutland, that promotes England’s smallest county will be delighted to work with Alliance members wanting to visit the area. Visit : www.discover-rutland.co.uk. Contact : Mary Copley at mcopley@rutland.gov.uk.   

· Destination Bristol, located in South West England, will host press visits to the historic city and offer a range of story ideas and activities for Alliance members. Visit: www.visitbristol.co.uk. Contact: Jessica McDonald at jessica.mcdonald@destinationbristol.co.uk
· Luxe PR, a specialist agency representing 2,000 hotel guestrooms in London and across England will be delighted to host Alliance members for a review stay in one of its central London hotels, or its country house hotels based in Derbyshire, Yorkshire and the Cotswolds. Visit : www.luxepr.com. Contact : Tamsin Cocks at tamsin@luxepr.com. 

· PlanetWildlife, which specialises in wildlife holidays worldwide will be pleased to consider press trip requests from Alliance members www.planetwildlife.com Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk
· The Mariott Paris Champs-Elysees, which is the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance members who are in the city on an assignment. Visit : www.parismarriott.com. Contact Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.

· Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Ryder at lucy_ryder@bathtourism.co.uk. 
· City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.
· The German city of Frankfurt will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members. Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de.
· The Cyprus Tourism Organisation will host group and individual trips for Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitcyprus.com. Contact : June Field at june.field@kallaway.com. 

· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com.  Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@visitorlando.com.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel and its sister four-star Goldener Berg in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.hospiz.com. Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 
· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 
· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 
· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies at kate@holidaylettings.co.uk. 
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anne Kapranos at Anne@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 

· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk. 

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Sue Bradbury at jess@suebradburypr.com.
· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products and services 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Kangol Headwear

Kangol’s straw hat collection will complement your every summer look with styles ranging from contemporary and classic trilby’s to glamorous beach brim hats.

Visit : www.kangolstore.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
Airport lounges in London

No.1 Traveller is a London-based company specialising in airport lounges and transfers. It operates lounges at Heathrow Terminal 3, Gatwick North and South Terminals and Stansted.

No.1 Traveller is happy to offer a 50% discount rate for all Travel Writers Alliance members. 

Those interested should contact No1@3-monkeys.co.uk when wishing to make a booking with : 

· Full name (as it appears on your passport)

· Flight date / time

· Flight number

· Which airport / terminal

Visit : www.No1Traveller.com. Contact : Tori Stokes at No1@3-monkeys.co.uk.

Silhouette
Silhouette sunglasses provide 100% protection against UV A, B and C rays. If Silhouette’s IQ POL Sunglasses were suntan lotion, they would correspond to the European protection factor 32.

Visit : www.silhouette.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Simple

Californian footwear brand Simple has your feet ready for summer with these eco friendly organic cotton plimsoles. Exclusive to Schuh, they are available in white and navy with ribbon laces- the perfect footwear for French Riviera chic.

Visit : www.simpleshoes.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Teva

Teva’s Contoured Ribbon Mush is the most comfortable flip flop in the world. Using state of the art memory foam you will feel like you are walking on clouds when walking on the beach, boardwalk or pavement this summer.

Visit : www.teva.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
John Masters Organics

Make every day a day at the beach with John Masters Organics Sea Mist Sea Salt Spray with Lavender. It protects the hair and provides extra body, volume and texture, also helping to enhance curls for natural beach beautiful hair.

Visit : www.johnmasters.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Delph

Delph Sun Care offers a comprehensive range of family products from SPF 8 to 50, rated UVA 4* for their “superior” protection. 

The range has been fully tested to medical standards (not tested on animals) and is one of only 6 sun creams listed on the UK Drug Tariff allowing it to be prescribed by GP’s.

To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Home Base Holidays

The home swap club, Home Base Holidays, is pleased to offer free membership to Alliance members who are writing articles about home exchange. 

Home exchange is a mutual exchange of homes, usually at the same time, for a holiday in your own country or abroad. As home exchange is a direct swap of homes, there are no rental charges for either party, making it a very economical way to travel.

Visit : www.homebase-hols.com Contact: Lois Sealey at info@homebase-hols.com. 
Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7630 4620. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Terms & Conditions:

· subject to availability at time of booking

· valid rental & booking period: Jan 1st - Dec 31, 2011 

· offer valid for car rentals in Switzerland, Italy, France & Monaco, Germany

· applies to all car categories and Elite Rent-a-Car rental tariffs (Shopping/Tradition)

· blackout period for complimentary car upgrade is 1 July to 15 September 15 to 31 December 2011

· Elite Rent to be mentioned and contacts included in fact box of subsequent editorial feature

Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups
The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.
Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com

	Issue 107 : November 2011:  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

The Hotel Fort Canning, Singapore

Once used as a base for the British Far East Command before and after World War II, the Hotel Fort Canning, Singapore has been sensitively restored and re-opened as a chic boutique hotel.

Many original features of its colonial past have been retained including a multi-columned façade and impressive grand staircase.  
Part of Fort Canning Park, an historical landmark in the heart of Singapore located between Orchard Road, the Clarke Quay entertainment hub and the Central Business District (CBD), Hotel Fort Canning offers guests premium services and comprehensive facilities in the middle of green and tropical urban oasis.  
Of special interest:
· The glass-topped mini archaeological pits constructed in the hotel’s lobby floor are filled with 14th and 19th Century artifacts 
· ‘The Battle Box’ where General Percival surrendered Singapore to the Japanese in 1942 is a unique meetings or events venue
The Hotel Fort Canning will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members if they are in Singapore.

Visit : www.worldhotels.com/en/Hotels-in-Singapore/Hotels-in-Singapore/Hotel-Fort-Canning. Contact : Karen Luard  at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk. 

Airport lounges in London

No.1 Traveller is a London-based company specialising in airport lounges and transfers.

It operates lounges at Heathrow Terminal 3, Gatwick North and South Terminals and Stansted.

No.1 Traveller is happy to offer a 50% discount rate for all Travel Writers Alliance members. 

Those interested should contact No1@3-monkeys.co.uk when wishing to make a booking with : 

·         Full name (as it appears on your passport)

·         Flight date / time

·         Flight number

·         Which airport / terminal

Visit : www.No1Traveller.com. Contact : Charlotte Spencer at Charlotte.Spencer@3-monkeys.co.uk.

myBunjeeTM

myBunjee is a device that slips over and secures any mobile phone on the market, preventing it from hitting the deck by way of a coiled elastic bunjee cord that clips to your belt, jacket or bag.

Visit : www.mybunjee.com. To request a myBunjee to review contact Suzanne Armfield at suzanne@mason-williams.com.  

Switzerland

Switzerland has been awarded the "Favourite European Country" title at the Guardian/Observer Travel Awards 2011!

With Switzerland preparing for the 2011/12 ski season and, with snow having already fallen in the Alps the following Alliance partners will be delighted to hear from professional travel journalists.

Kulm Hotel St Moritz 

This hotel is the oldest hotel in St Moritz, having opened its doors in 1856, and remains known for its old-fashioned glamour on a grand scale.

It is also responsible for starting the trend for winter sports holidays, the result of a bet laid by the then owner in 1864.  

Some of the first British guests to winter at the hotel created the Cresta Run to entertain themselves and the Kulm Hotel remains home to the Cresta Run crew.

Visit : www.kulmhotel-STMritz.ch. 

Grand Hotel Kronenhof
The sister hotel to the Kulm in St Moritz is located 6kms from St Moritz and has the  hotel has “the best Alpine spa” (according to Tyler Brule, writing in the Financial Times).

Visit : www.kronenhof.com. 
    

The Cambrian, Adelboden 

The Cambrian, Adelboden a four-star superior hotel and member of Design Hotels has been voted among the ‘50 Best Luxury Adventure Holidays in the World’ for 2012 by AdventureTemples™, a   adventure travel service and online community, with members worldwide.  

As a four-star-superior hotel, The Cambrian represents great value for money, with rates starting from around £210 per night, for two people sharing a double room, including breakfast. 

Visit : www.thecambrianadelboden.com. 

Contact : Sue Heady at sue@headycommunications.com.   

The West Somerset Railway, UK

The West Somerset Railway is always pleased to offer Alliance members free travel on its trains with the 3 Star Yarn Market Hotel in the medieval village of Dunster offering accommodation if required.

The West Somerset is Britain’s longest standard gauge “heritage” railway and runs steam trains on a daily basis from early April to early October and ons elected dates in other months. 

The route is from Bishops Lydeard (4 miles from the Somerset County Town of Taunton) to the small seaside resort of Minehead and the Railway carries some 200,000 passengers each year.

Apart from the Railway and the opportunities offered by Taunton for articles the Greater Exmoor area offers various attractions including the Hawk and owl and Exmoor Pony Centres, the twin villages of Lynton and Lynmouth, a claimant for the title of Britain’s smallest church and a variety of picturesque settings.

Visit : www.west-somerset-railway.co.uk. Contact : John Simms at john.com@wsrail.net.

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
The Flagler Museum, Palm beach, Florida

When it was completed in 1902, the New York Herald proclaimed that Whitehall, Henry Flagler's Gilded Age estate in Palm Beach, was "more wonderful than any palace in Europe, grander and more magnificent than any other private dwelling in the world." 
Today, Whitehall is a National Historic Landmark and is open to the public as the Flagler Museum, featuring guided tours, changing exhibits, and special programs.

Visit : www.flaglermuseum.us. Contact : David Carson at publicaffairsdirector@flaglermuseum.us.

Delta Tours & Travels

Delta Tours & Travels is a travel agent and tour operator in Sri Lanka offering Sri Lanka travel vacations in ancient heritage of the cultural triangle, Hill Station tours, wildlife Sri Lanka and beach travel packages.

Visit : www.ancientworldtours.net. Contact : Noel Peter Fernando at delta.noel@yahoo.com.

Gad Adventures


G Adventures is Canada's top adventure operator offering small group tours to more than 100 countries on all seven continents.
Visit : www.gadventures.comContact : Timothy Chan at timc@gadventures.com.

Swift Momentum Sports


Swift Momentum Sports (SMS) is a sports holiday provider specialized in cycling. SMS is based in the Algarve in southern Portugal, a region which offers unrivalled conditions for cycling. SMS bring experience in professional sports and the tourism industry together to supply holidays that offer a new and unique way of visiting the Algarve.


Visit : www.swiftmomentumsports.com. Contact : Tomás Swift-Metcalfe at tomas@swiftmomentumsports.com.

Adventure Cat Sailing Charters

Experience the best in San Francisco Sailing on the beautiful San Francisco Bay with Adventure Cat Sailing Charters. Its sunset sails and relaxing afternoon Bay cruises are the perfect way to see the breathtaking San Francisco cityscape and San Francisco's top sightseeing attractions.

Consistently voted among the top five things to do in San Francisco, CA. Adventure Cat Sailing combines the romance of The City with the adventure of the sea - Sail San Francisco with Adventure Cat Sailing Charters today.


Visit : www.adventurecat.com. Contact : Sharon Schrum at sharon@adventurecat.com. 

Agencies 
3mil

3mil is a creative agency working across brand, digital & graphic design. The travel industry is one 3mil particularly enjoys working within and this seems to be reflected by the results we have achieved.  Clients such as Travel Republic and Your Golf Travel have seen significant increases in website traffic and bookings.

Visit : www.3mil.co.ukContact : Lorna Galvin at lorna@3mil.co.uk.

Anson-Stoner

Anson-Stoner is a full-service marketing and public relations agency specializing in the travel and tourism industry.


Visit : www.anson-stoner.com. Contact : Kristin
Rothbauer at kristin@anson-stoner.com. 


Leigh Cort Publicity (USA)


Specializing in historic hotels, bed and breakfast clients, restaurants and chefs, Leigh Cort Publicity is known for creating successful media trips in the southeast usa.

Visit : www.leighcortpublicity.com.Contact : Leigh Cort at leighcort@bellsouth.net.

Kaye Communications (USA)

Kaye Communications is an integrated public relations and marketing firm that designs and implements local, regional and national broad-based communications programs for hotels/resorts/private clubs and restaurants and cultural arts venues.

Visit : www.kcompr.com. Contact : Jon Kaye at jkaye@kcompr.com.

	News


Data driven journalism

DataDrivenJournalism.net is a new European Journalism Centre initiative dedicated to providing journalists with relevant news and a comprehensive learning resources and a community platform. 
Visit : www.datadrivenjournalism.com. 

Lonely Planet

Lonely Planet has launched the Lonely Planet Offline Translator app for iOS and Android mobile devices.

The device provides bespoke translations based on what the user has typed or spoken into the mobile phone.

Being  completely offline means it can be used anywhere with no data/roaming fees or connection delays.

Initially launching in eight languages, the app translates words, phrases or whole sentences into immediate audio or text translations.

Visit www.lonelyplanet.co.uk. Contact : Laura Lindsay at Laura.Lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk. 
Maritime Museum, Amsterdam 

The National Maritime Museum in Amsterdam has reopened after a refurbishment and reveals how the sea has shaped Dutch culture through a mixture of interactive exhibitions.
Visit : www.hetscheepvaartmuseum.nl. Contact : Rianne Ojeh at press-uk@holland.com. 
	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Welsh road trips

Three Mid-Wales hotels have joined together to launch a new business promoting six-day road trips by foot, bicycle or car in a Welsh region known for its countryside and landscape.

 

Welsh Road Trips is a collaboration between Westview Guesthouse at Llowes, near Hay on Wye, Lasswade Country House at Llanwrtyd Wells and The Old Vicarage at Dolfor, near Newtown.

 

Visit : www.welshroadtrips.com. Contact : Duncan Foulkes at duncan.foulkes@btinternet.com. 

Bikini Travel Insurance

Bikini Travel Insurance provides cover developed for women by women with special features designed with the female traveller in mind.

Visit : www.bikinisure.com. Contact : Amanda Zuydervelt at Amanda@strategic-pr.co.uk. 

Two Baja EcoTours in National Parks 

Sea Kayak Adventures is offering two guided “quick adventure” tours in Baja this winter and spring 2012. The trips include two nights’ hotel in Loreto and two or three nights’ camping on secluded beaches in Loreto Bay National Marine Park.  

The Sea of Cortez has been declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site and the waters surrounding the Park are a sanctuary for blue-footed boobies, fin and blue whales, dolphins and sea lions.  

Visit : www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact : skadvent@roadrunner.com. 

Emerald Custom Tours

Emerald Custom Tours, has published its 2012 escorted tour programmes, which include :

Enchanting Ireland, Five Star Escorted Tours is an eight-night package that includes stays at Ashford Castle, Dromoland Castle, Killarney Park Hotel, Hayfield Manor and The Merrion Hotel in Dublin. 
The Hibernian Trail takes guests on a tour of the West of Ireland and Northern Ireland including a castle stay at Lough Eske in Donegal and an exclusive tour of the Titanic Visitor Center before finishing in Dublin.

Authentic Ireland akes in the best of South West Ireland and finishes in Dublin for two nights. 
Visit : www.emeraldcustomtours.com. Contact : Garreth Cooke at gar@emeraldelite.com.

Antarctic Dream, Antarctica

 

The Antarctic Dream, an 80-passenger expedition cruise ship with an ice strengthened hull renowned for its longtime service in the Chilean Navy, has unveiled a new “Fly and Sail” Program for the 2011-2012 Antarctica travel season which begins 1 November 2012. 
The programme allows travellers to experience the crossing of the Drake Passage, the South Shetland Islands and the Antarctic Peninsula, but reduces the regular itinerary by three days by cutting out the second crossing of the Drake Passage.

Lectures are offered to passengers by the Expedition Leaders and additional presentations and workshops are offered by geologists, naturalists, and special guests, which include celebrated photographers, wildlife experts and award-winning scientists.
 Visit : www.antarcticdream.com. Contact : Katie Adams at katie@sublimepub.com. 
Bay Voyager, San Francisco

Bay Voyager, has launched San Francisco’s first “49 Mile” cruise which is made in the Navy Seals-type large passenger rigid inflatable boat (RIB), which can accommodate up to 12 people and speeds of up to 45 miles per hour. 

The new “49 Mile Bay Crossing” cruise covers 49 miles during the four hour tour and focuses on the highlights of the Bay including the San Francisco downtown area, the Marina and North Beach. Passengers also explore sites across the Bay.

Visit : www.bayvoyager.com. Contact : Molly Blaisdell mollyb22@gmail.com. 
AirAsia X

AirAsia X hs launched direct flies direct to Kuala Lumpur from London Gatwick

AirAsia, a leading and largest low-cost carrier in Asia, has over 160 routes covering destinations in Asia, Australia and Europe. 
The has operations based in Malaysia, Indonesia and Thailand, servicing a network stretching across all Asean countries, China, India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Australia. 
AirAsia X, its low-fare long-haul affiliate carrier currently flies to destinations in China, Australia, Taiwan¸Iran, Korea, UK, Japan, France and New Zealand. 
Visit : www.airasia.com. Contact : Jo Hartley at joh@hillsbalfour.com. 
	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

Westport Sea 2 Summit Adventure Race, Westport, Co Mayo, Republic Of Ireland 

12 November 2011

The Westport Sea 2 Summit Adventure Race, the last Adventure Race in 2011,will take place on Saturday 12 November around Croagh Patrick and the bustling town of Westport.

Adventure race enthusiasts of all fitness levels are invited to participate in the ultimate sporting challenge with a mix of road running, cycling and a mountain hike including the challenging terrain of Croagh Patrick with the backdrop of Clew Bay.

Visit : www.westportsea2summit.ie. Contact : Alexandra Dabney at alexd@cakegroup.com
Valencia Restaurant Week, Spain

21 to 27 November 2011

Michelin-starred chefs will be among those showcasing their award-winning food during Valencia's Restaurant Week.

The event will see 82 restaurants taking part and offering paellas, traditional tapas and Mediterranean cuisine, prepared with local produce at greatly reduced prices.

Visit : www.vlcrestaurantweek.com. Contact : Jessica Meins at jessicameins@mccluskey.co.uk.       
Events and exhibitions in Holland

Dutch Fashion Awards

04 November 2011

The fifth Dutch Fashion Awards will be held at the Grote Kerk in The Hague.

www.dutchfashionawards.com 

Glow 2011

5 to 12 November 2011

GLOW transforms the city centre of Eindhoven into a stage of light design with visitors enjoying spectacular, surreal, interactive and artistic installations.

www.gloweindhoven.nl

Dutch Master: Abraham Bloemaert

11 November 2011 to 5 February 2012 

The Centraal Museum presents the first retrospective of a forgotten celebrity from the Golden Age: Abraham Bloemaert (1566-1651). 

www.centraalmuseum.nl   

Crossing Border, The Hague

15 November 2011

Crossing Border The Hague is one of Europe’s main international literature and music festivals.

www.denhaag.com 

Foam Amsterdam 

03-27 November 2011

Foam Amsterdam is celebrating its 10th anniversary and has invited four different experts from the cultural field to realise a challenging proposal on how photography can be presented in a museum. All four results are radical, provocative and presented within the same building at the same moment. 

www.foam.org
Amsterdam International Fashion Week (winter edition)

25-29 January 2012

The winter edition of Amsterdam International Fashion Week takes over the streets of Amsterdam in the last week of January every year. 

www.amsterdamfashionweek.com
International Film Festival Rotterdam

25 January – 5 February 2012

The International Film Festival Rotterdam (IFFR) offers twelve days of films, exhibitions, debates and parties. The festival is devoted to actively support independent filmmaking from around the globe and discovering new film talent. 
www.filmfestivalrotterdam.com
Art Rotterdam

9-12 February 2012

Art Rotterdam is an international art fair for contemporary modern art. 
www.artrotterdam.nl
Visit : www.holland.com. Contact : Rianne Ojeh at press-uk@holland.com
	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Christmas at Tatton Park, Cheshire UK

Tatton Park is one of the UK’s most complete historic estates, being home to a Tudor Old Hall, a stunning Neo-Classical Mansion, 50 acres of immaculately landscaped gardens, a working rare-breed farm and 1,000 acres of deer park.  

Different generations of the Egerton family visited Italy and Venice in the 18th and 19th centuries and the Italian influence can be felt throughout the Mansion and Gardens of Tatton Park this Christmas. 
The Christmas Mansion in 2011 will feature spectacular decorations inspired by Venice including innovative floral decorations, glass baubles and masks while visitors will stroll through the staterooms to the accompaniment of musicians including harpist and harpsichordist playing a classical repertoire. 

The servants’ quarters are found towards the end of the Mansion visit and Tatton staff will be busy demonstrating how the garlands and wreaths that hang in the Mansion are made from the parkland foliage. There will also be a chance to see how some of the festive food was prepared by the staff for the Egerton family Christmas parties.

Visit : www.tattonpark.org.uk. Contact : Katherine McInnes at katherine.mcinnes@cheshireeast.gov.uk 

Ace The Himalaya

Ace the Himalaya offers outdoor adventure trips and experiences in trekking, peak climbing, mountaineering, rafting, wildlife safaris, cultural tours - and now mountain biking in Nepal, Tibet and Bhutan.

The company’s holidays are created to ensure local people benefit as much as possible and any negative environmental impacts on the destinations are minimised.

It's 2012 biking programme includes:

Annapurna Circuit - a strenuous 19-day program suggested for March-May and September-November; cyclists on a daily average cover 25 kms at an altitude range of 5,416 meters, passing through lush sub-tropical rainforest, deep valleys and cultivated fields to wooded alpine and high deserts, with frequent views of the Annapurnas and Manaslu.

Lhasa (Tibet) to Kathmandu - a strenuous 21-day program suggested for June-September; cyclists on a daily average cover 70 kms at an altitude range of 5,220 meters through one of the most remote regions in the world from Lhasa in Tibet to Kathmadu in Nepal. The trip follows the Friendship 
Highway to the Roof of the World, the Everest Base Camp, and descends by the former home of the Dalai Lama.

Muktinath to Pokhara - a moderately-strenuous 11-day program suggested for February-April and September-November; cyclists on a daily average range 25 to 30 kms at an altitude range of 3,710 meters to Muktinath, a pilgrimage center for Buddhists and Hindus.

Kathmandu Valley Rim - a moderate 13-day program suggested for September-June; cyclists cover 30 kms on a daily average at an altitude range of 2,175 meters off the beaten path through rice terraces with views of snow peaks from Annapurna to Everest.

Visit : www.acethehimalaya.com. Contact : Alexia Nestora  at alexia@lassocommunications.com. 

Rockford, Illinois

 

If you’re planning a trip to Chicago and are looking to keep the costs down why not include a day or two in the city of  Rockford, Illinois, which is located 90 minutes from Chicago, offers a range of visitor attractions including :

 

Rock Cut State Park

Set in 3,092 acres the Rock Cut State Park contains two lakes; Pierce Lake, with 162 acres of fishing, ice fishing and ice skating and Olson Lake, with 50 available for swimming. 

 

The Park has 40 miles of hiking trails through landscapes containing birds, deer; fox, muskrat, woodchuck and beavers.

Visit : www.dnr.state.il.us. 
 

Rockford Art Museum

The Rockford Art Museum is one the largest gallery spaces in the state featuring mainly regional and national artwork.

Visit : ww.rockfordartmuseum.org 
 

Tinker Swiss Cottage Museum and Gardens   

Tinker Siwss Cottage Museum is a treasure trove of the 1800’s. 

In 1865, Robert Hall Tinker built one of only a handful of these Swiss-style homes remaining in the country.  The house and its belongings are all, as they were, when they were left to the Rockford Park District after 75 years of residence. Visit : www.tinkercottage.com.

Kegel Harley-Davidson® Motor Cycles

Kegel Harley-Davidson®, is the world’s oldest family owned dealership, with 100 years of business with Harley-Davidson®. The shop sells a wide range of motorcycles; motorclothes and parts. 

Visit : www.kegs motorcycles.com.

 

Visit : www.gorockford.com. Contact : Jacquelyn Davies at Jacquelyn@cellet.co.uk. 

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Fusion Resorts, Vietnam

Fusion Resorts comprise a portfolio of Vietnam’s hotels, resorts and residential properties. The groups resort hotels are :

· Fusion Maia Da Nang (www.fusionmaiadanang.com)    

· Fusion Alya La Gi (www.fusionalyalagi.com)   

· Fusion Alya Hoi An (www.fusionalyahoian.com), and   

· Fusion Alya Da Lat (www.fusionalyadalat.com). 

Visit : www.fusion-resorts.com. Contact : Pham Vu Hoang Quan at  pr-sg@fusion-resorts.com. 

Hotel Georgia, Vancouver 

Hotel Georgia, Vancouver’s historic hotel, has been receiving guests since 1927. The property is close to long stretches of sea wall, the downtown shopping and business districts and Canada’s greenest convention centre. 

Named “Top City of the Americas” in Conde Nast Traveller’s 2010 Readers’ Choice Awards, Vancouver is located by snow capped mountains and the Pacific Ocean. 

visit : www.rosewoodhotelgeorgia.com. Contact : contact Sophie Furness at Sophie@grifcopr.com. 

Conservatorium Hotel, Amsterdam

The luxury 5* Conservatorium Hotel will open on 11 November 2011 in the former Conservatorium music school in the hart of the Amsterdam museum district, opposite museum square and around the corner from the exclusive boutiques of the P.C. Hooftstraat. 
Also featured in the hotel will be a 1,000 square meter holistic wellbeing retreat, Akasha and a  restaurant headed by Dutch-chef, Schilo van Coevorden with local dishes from regionally-sourced produce.

 Visit : www.conservatoriumhotel.com. Contact : Rianne Ojeh at press-uk@holland.com
Seaton Hall, Staithes, North Yorkshire UK

Courtyard buildings in the grounds of 1000-year-old Seaton Hall, at Staithes, have been converted into a range of luxurious properties for families or groups.

The properties are converted from former servants' quarters and stables adjoining Seaton Hall and are first mentioned in the Domesday survey in 1066.

Seaton Court incorporates a great hall with a vaulted, timber ceiling, while Seaton Cottage provides less formal, more intimate surroundings.

Visit : www.seatonhall.co.uk. Contact : Claire Buchan at Claire@sortedpr.com. 

Christmas in the Caribbean

Jumby Bay, A Rosewood Resort, Antigua

Jumby Bay is a retreat set on its own 300-acre private island, two miles off the coast of Antigua. Accessible only by boat, the resort offers upscale travellers a relaxed and authentic Caribbean escape with superb white-sand beaches and a lush tropical environment.

Visit : www.jumbybayresort.com
Rosewood Little Dix Bay, BVI  

This resort is located on Virgin Gorda in the British Virgin Islands amongst 500 acres of lush foliage and white sandy beaches.

Visit : www.littledixbay.com
GoldenEye, Jamaica   

GoldenEye, which is located in 52 acres of tropical gardens overlooking the Caribbean Sea and newly relaunched is a collection of luxurious private villas and suites.

Visit : www.goldeneye.com
The Caves, Jamaica  

The Caves is an all-inclusive, adult-onlbore sort on the limestone cliffs of Negril’s scenic West End, and located close to a seven-mile beachfront.

Visit : www.islandoutpost.com/the_caves
Geejam, Jamaica  

Geejam, located in Port Antonio (made famous by Errol Flynn) and spread over six acres, is a seven-room resort extending from the foothills of the John Crow and Blue Mountain chains to the Caribbean beachfront. Musicians use the resort’s recording studio.

Visit : www.geejamhotel.com
Strawberry Hill, Jamaica   

Reopened after extensive renovations, Strawberry Hill is a mountain top resort  in the Blue Mountains, and 3,100 feet above sea level.

Visit : www.islandoutpost.com/strawberry_hill
Contact : Rosalind at Rosalind@rivapr.co.uk. 
Le Bristol, Paris

Several scenes in the movie, Midnight in Paris, written and directed by Woody Allen, were filmed in Le Bristol, one of Paris’ top palace hotels, the luxurious Le Bristol.

The movie, a romantic comedy about a family travelling to Paris for business, is currently viewing in cinemas across the country and has already received rave reviews.

The star-studded cast includes Owen Wilson, Rachel McAdams, Kathy Bates, Marion 

Visit : www.lebristolparis.com. Contact : Paul Charles at pc@verypcc.com. 

The Yarn Market Hotel Exmoor, UK

 

The Yarn Market Hotel welcomeshearing from Alliance members. 
The hotel is star situated in the centre of Dunster, reputed to be England's largest Medieval village with its castle, working water mill, dovecot and magnificent church.

 

The hotel works closely with Dunster Castle (National Trust) the West Somerset Railway and Exmoor Falconry Owl & Hawk Centre to offer journalists some pre-arranged press trip facilities and there are many other attractions in the area.  E
Exmoor has both high moorland and coastal views so the scenery is superb all of which are easily accessible from the Yarn Market Hotel.

 

Visit : www.yarnmarket.co.uk. Contact : Antony at enquiries@yarnmarkethotel.co.uk. 
The Oetker Collection of luxury hotels

In 1891 Dr. August Oetker, a pharmacist from Bielefeld in Germany, invented baking powder in a room at the back of his shop, an invention that led to the creation of the ‘Dr. Oetker’ brand. 

Since then the company has diversified into wines and spirits, sea transport and grand hotels. 

The Oetker Collection of luxury hotels includes :

 

· Brenners Park-Hotel & Spa in Baden-Baden, Germany

· Le Bristol Paris in the heart of Paris across from the Elysée Palace

· Hôtel du Cap Eden-Roc on the Mediterranean at the tip of the Cap d’Antibes

· Château Saint-Martin & Spa  in Vence.

In addition the Palais Namaskar in Marrakech, Morocco, will open in spring 2012 and Le Bristol Abu Dhabi in 2013.

The Palais Namaskar will be located between the Atlas Mountains and the Djebilet Hills in Marrakech, a 30-minute drive from Marrakech International Airport and 20-minutes from the medina Jemaa El-Fna – a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

 

Visit : www.oetkerhotels.com. Contact : Paul Charles at pc@verypcc.com.  

Tavistock Leisure, UK

Tavistock Leisure operates hotels, bars and restaurants in Sunderland, Hartlepool and Middlesbrough in the UK’s north east including :
· the Best Western Hotel Middlesbrough, ideal for exploring the Tees Valley area 
· the Best Western Grand Hotel, Hartlepool, close to the town’s stunning marina.  
· the Best Western Roker Hotel, Sunderland with a seafront location and easy access to Sunderland, Newcastle and the wider Tyneside area. 

Eateries owned by Tavistock include :

· the Italian Farmhouse at West Rainton near Durham city, 
· The Plough Inn at Burnopfield, and 
· the Tavistock Italia Retro Restaurant at South Shields. 

Visit : www.tavistockleisure.com. Alliance members interested in visiting any of these venues should contact : Claire Saltzer at  claire@sortedpr.com 

Oriental Residence Bangkok

Oriental Residence Bangkok opens in early 2012 within a 32 storey building mixed use development in the Thai capital. 

the Play Deck, on the fourth floor of the property , will feature a 20-metre swimming pool, surrounded by a cabana deck with views of the lush greenery of the surrounding embassy gardens.

A signature facility of Oriental Residence Bangkok will be the Maai Spa.

Visit : www.oriental-residence.com. Contact : Jessica Flood at jessicaf@hillsbalfour.com. 

Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· The Hotel Fort Canning, Singapore will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members if they are in Singapore. Visit : www.worldhotels.com/en/Hotels-in-Singapore/Hotels-in-Singapore/Hotel-Fort-Canning. Contact : Karen Luard  at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk. 

· The Mariott Paris Champs-Elysees, which is the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance members who are in the city on an assignment. Visit : www.parismarriott.com. Contact Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.

· Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Ryder at lucy_ryder@bathtourism.co.uk. 
· City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.
· The German city of Frankfurt will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members. Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de.
· The Cyprus Tourism Organisation will host group and individual trips for Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitcyprus.com. Contact : June Field at june.field@kallaway.com. 

· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com.  Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@visitorlando.com.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel and its sister four-star Goldener Berg in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.hospiz.com. Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 
· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 
· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 
· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies at kate@holidaylettings.co.uk. 
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anne Kapranos at Anne@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 

· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk. 

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Sue Bradbury at jess@suebradburypr.com.
· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products and services 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Kangol Headwear

Kangol’s straw hat collection includes contemporary and classic trilby’s to glamorous beach brim hats.

Visit : www.kangolstore.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
myBunjeeTM

myBunjee is a device that slips over and secures any mobile phone on the market, preventing it from hitting the deck by way of a coiled elastic bunjee cord that clips to your belt, jacket or bag.

Visit : www.mybunjee.com. To request a myBunjee to review contact Suzanne Armfield at suzanne@mason-williams.com.  

Silhouette
Silhouette sunglasses provide 100% protection against UV A, B and C rays. If Silhouette’s IQ POL Sunglasses were suntan lotion, they would correspond to the European protection factor 32.

Visit : www.silhouette.com. Contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Teva

Teva’s Contoured Ribbon Mush is the most comfortable flip flop in the world. Using state of the art memory foam you will feel like you are walking on clouds when walking on the beach, boardwalk or pavement this summer.

Visit : www.teva.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
Delph

Delph Sun Care offers a comprehensive range of family products from SPF 8 to 50, rated UVA 4* for their “superior” protection. 

The range has been fully tested to medical standards (not tested on animals) and is one of only 6 sun creams listed on the UK Drug Tariff allowing it to be prescribed by GP’s.

To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com. 

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7630 4620. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups
Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk.

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.
Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, 
North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com

	Issue 106 : mid-October 2011:  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Pierre & Vacances

French ski accommodation specialist, Pierre & Vacances, has released its 2011/2012 winter brochure which features brand new ski properties and spas opening in December 2011. 

The three new residences are the latest additions to the popular sustainable resort of Avoriaz, which opened in the 60s as the first ski resort of its kind with pedestrianised streets. 

They are the five star Premium L’Amara residence, four star Les Crozats residence and three star Maeva Electra residence.

Visit www.pierreetvacances.co.uk. Alliance members interested in press trips contact : Jenny Groutage at jenny@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

The Sandman Signature Hotel Newcastle, UK

The Sandman Signature Hotel Newcastle, has been created in what was the former headquarters of the Scottish and Newcastle Brewery in the city centre.

The 175-bedroom, four-star, hotel is a member of the Canadian Sandman Hotel Group and within close proximity to key Newcastle attractions such as St. James’ Park, Grey Street, the Theatre Royal, China Town, Eldon Square and Castle Keep. Metro and rail stations are all within walking distance. 

The Sandman Hotel Group owns more than 40 hotels, resorts, inns and suites across Canada and is now actively looking for other sites across the UK.

Visit www.sandmansignature.co.uk. To rquest a stay at the hotel contact : Claire at claire@sortedpr.com. 

The Paris Sightseeing Pass

The Paris Sightseeing Pass includes entrance to over 60 top attractions in the French capital, priority access at selected attractions to avoid queues, a free guidebook, and additional deals, discounts and free offers. 

The pass also includes a metro pass giving unlimited travel on the metro, buses and RER within central Paris, a two-day ticket for the open top bus tour and a cruise along the Seine.

Visit : www.parispass.com. The recently updated website includes a map tool to plan visits, details on all the included attractions and full details of exclusive special offers including restaurant deals 

For a review pass Alliance members should contact : Emily Cuthbert at emily.cuthbert@Sirenpr.co.uk.

The Luxury Travel Fair 

Olympia, London 

Thursday 3 to Sunday 6 November 2011

Now in its 6th year, the Luxury Travel Fair is the only dedicated consumer focused luxury travel event in the UK - the perfect destination for discerning travellers searching for their next holiday.

In association with Condé Nast Traveller, the Fair plays host to over 100 hotels, travel companies and destinations from around the world making sure that visitors will be able to enjoy unique, unusual and unforgettable travel experiences.

This year there are more than 30 new exhibitors taking part for the first time, including :

· the new Siam Kempinski Hotel in Bangkok 
· Ville in Italia with their range of luxury holiday villas 
· the Mallorca Tourist Board, and 

· QuintessentiallyTravel, who offer tailor-made personalised travel experiences. 

Also in attendance will be Abercrombie & Kent, The Oxford Ski Company and ITC Classics, as well as memorable tours, like Into Japan, Okavango Tours & Safaris, Viking River Cruises and Mundy Cruising to exhilarating travel experiences. 

Highlights among those are the Oriental Escapes, Elegant Resorts, Mr & Mrs Smith Hotels and Cox & Kings.

Visit: www.luxurytravelfair.com. To receive regular press releases and images and invites to press breakfasts and press passes contact : Rachel Aked on 07790 732448 or Silke Lohmann on 07932 618754 or email : travel@exclamationpr.co.uk. 

The Times presents Destinations 2012

Manchester : Thursday 19 to Sunday 22 January 2012

London : Thursday 2 February to Sunday 5 February 2012

Clarion Events will also be hosting The Times presents Destinations 2012 for the first time at Manchester, EventCity from Thursday 19 to Sunday 22 January 2012. 

This will compliment The Times presents Destinations, Earls Court, which is now in its 18th year and will take place between Thursday 2 to Sunday 5 February 2012.

Visit: www.destinationsshow.com. To receive regular press releases and images and invites to press breakfasts and press passes contact : Rachel Aked on 07790 732448 or Silke Lohmann on 07932 618754 or email : travel@exclamationpr.co.uk. 

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Marketing Leeds (UK)

Marketing Leeds is the city's strategic marketing organisation. It aims to raise the regional, national and international profile of Leeds as a vibrant, dynamic, internationally competitive city region and as the gateway to Yorkshire and the UK.


Visit : www.marketingleeds.com. Contact : Natalie Gibson at natalie.gibson@marketingleeds.com 
Visit Berkeley (USA)

Visit Berkeley is the official destination marketing organization for Berkeley, California.

Visit : www.visitberkeley.com. Contact : Daniel
Marengo at dmarengo@visitberkeley.com 
Visit Raleigh (USA)

Dynamic, Unexpected, Smart and Celebratory – just a few of the words you might be surprised to hear when talking about Raleigh, North Carolina’s Capital City. 

Raleigh has quickly shed its Mayberry image and is known for world-class museums, open-air amphitheaters, historic sites, award-winning restaurants, nationally recognized symphony, opera and ballet companies, wide-open nightlife, professional and amateur sports, beautiful golf courses, miles of greenways and vibrant festivals. Raleigh really does have it all, which is why we’re constantly named to every ‘Best Of’ list there is.


Visit : www.visitRaleigh.com Contact : Ryan Smith at rsmith@visitraleigh.com 

Windjammer Landing, St Lucia, Caribbean

Windjammer Landing, St Lucia is located on a picturesque hillside is an off-the-beaten path resort, which offers a plethora of activities, and a welcoming vibe. 

The tranquil waters of Labrelotte Bay, located on the north coast of St. Lucia, is far removed from the '‘cruise crowds'’. There are six-swimming pools, a beachfront Jacuzzi, five-restaurants, three-bars, a mini-market, and several boutiques deliver a vibrant energy.


Visit : www.windjammer-landing.com. Contact : Nina Zapala at nina.h.zapala@gmail.com. 

Stark Tourism Forum (India) 

Stark Tourism Forum is a tourism marketing services company. It offers a gamut of tourism support services to destinations/organisations in India and abroad to market themselves effectively. Services are Representation for tourism entities in India and abroad.

Visit : www.starktourism.com. Contact : Sabitha Soman at sabitha@starktourism.com.

Dusit Thani Dubai (United Arab Emirates)

Dusit Thani Dubai is an iconic five-star hotel that brings the essence and beauty of Thai culture to the heart of Dubai. Located on Sheikh Zayed Road, Dubai’s main artery, Dusit Thani Dubai is a 15-minute drive from Dubai International Airport and is conveniently close to the Dubai International Convention and Exhibition Center, Dubai International Financial Center, Burj Khalifa, Dubai Mall, Jumeirah Beach, and many other famous attractions. 

Visit : www.dusit.com Contact : DanielAndrews at daniel.andrews@dusit.com.

Zambezi River lodge (Zambia)

The first Zambezi River lodge on the Zambian side of Victoria Falls, Tongabezi is privately owned and run, with the emphasis on exclusivity and romance, enhanced by the warmth of Zambian hospitality. 

Each house and cottage at Tongabezi has its own personal valet and the Tongabezi vision is legendary. Extravagance here is not a function of how much we can impress our guests with largesse – everything we do is carefully calibrated to provide the physical and spiritual realm for all our visitors to achieve the holy grail of travel – a sparkling new perspective on life as they know it.


Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact : Sanja Cloete-Jones at sanja@tongabezi.com 

The city of Jelenia Góra,Poland

The city of Jelenia Góra situated in Karkonosze (Giant Mountains) is called to most picturesque city in Poland - situated in the mountain valley offers lots of for tourists. Skiing, mountain biking, nordic walking, paragliding, climbing, etc. The oldest Polish spa ( Uzdrowisko Cieplice) founded in 1281 is one of the city's districts.


Visit : www.jeleniagora.plContact : Piotr Klementowski at pklementowski@jeleniagora.pl. 


The Union Square Business Improvement District, San Francisco

The Union Square Business Improvement District is a vibrant and diverse 27-block community surrounding Union Square Park in San Francisco.  Recognized as one of San Francisco’s top visitor destinations, Union Square is known for its historic setting and eclectic mix of world-class fashion, dining, hospitality and entertainment. 

The Union Square BID seeks to improve the overall quality of life for residents and visitors to the area through a proactive community ambassador program, cleaning and maintenance services, marketing, advocacy, streetscape and capital improvement projects.  

Visit : www.visitunionsquaresf.com. Contact : Donna Ficarrotta at donna@unionsquarebid.com.

The YMCA of the Rockies, USA


The YMCA of the Rockies has two year-round family vacation and conference centers, both located in the heart of Colorado's Rocky Mountains. 

Estes Park Center is minutes from Rocky Mountain National Park and Snow Mountain Ranch is just a short distance from Winter Park. Camp Chief Ouray is a traditional summer overnight camp for children ages 7-17.


Visit : www.ymcarockies.org. Contact : Laura Field at lfield@ymcarockies.org. 


Butler County, Ohio

Butler County offers visitors unique experiences including :

· Ohio’s only location of the Swedish home furnishings retailer IKEA in West Chester

· EnterTRAINment Junction, the world’s largest train-themed family entertainment center

· Wake Nation in Fairfield, the area’s only cable wakeboarding park

· Miami University in Oxford, which is known as “the Yale of the West”; 

· Pyramid Hill Sculpture Park & Museum in Hamilton, featuring more than 80 pieces of monumental art; BeauVerre/Riordan Stained Glass Studio in Middletown, the oldest continually operating stained glass studio in the United States; and 

· high-end outlet shopping at the Cincinnati Premium Outlets in Monroe.


Visit : www.gettothebc.com. Contact : Tara Meier at tmeier@butlercountyvb.com. 

Agencies 
Exclamation ! PR (UK)

Exclamation!pr is a small life style agency working with several clients in the travel industry, both in the UK and abroad.

Visit : www.exclamationpr.co.uk. Contact : Silke Lohmann at travel@exclamationpr.co.uk. 

Bastion

Bastion is the PR agency for the Business Travel Show in London.


Visit : www.bastion.co.uk. Contact : Charlotte Le Rougetel at bts@bastion.co.uk


Talking Stick

Talking Stick Marketing & PR Communications is UK based Marketing Company that specializes in providing complete Marketing solutions for the Travel Industry. 


Visit : www.talkingstickmktg.com. Contact : Byron Shirto at byron@talkingstickmktg.co.uk.
	News


Holland and easyJet

The Netherlands Board of Tourism and easyJet are to work closely over the coming three years to push city breaks to Holland from the German, Spanish, Italian and British markets. 

They will invest € 4.5 million in raising awareness of Dutch cities as European city break destinations and of the the Netherlands as a whole.

Visit : www.holland.com and www.easyjet.com. Contact : Rianne Ojeh at rojeh@holland.com and Andrew McConnell at press.office@easyjet.com. 
John O’Groats, Scotland

Following a £1.8 million funding boost from Highlands and Islands Enterprise, Natural Retreats in partnership with Heritage Great Britain, has started work on redeveloping the historic hotel and adjacent land in an ambitious plan to rejuvenate John O’Groats as a premium tourist destination.  

John O’Groats is regarded as the most northerly settlement of mainland Great Britain and one end of the longest distance between two inhabited points on the British mainland, Land's End being the other.

Visit www.naturalretreats.com and www.heritagegb.co.uk.  Contact : EJ Flynn at EJ@grifcopr.com.

Center Parcs

Center Parcs, the UK’s short break specialist, has achieved record bookings for the summer period. 

Center Parcs’ four locations in the UK are Sherwood Forest (Nottinghamshire), Elveden Forest (Suffolk), Longleat Forest (Wiltshire) and Whinfell Forest, (Cumbria). Its fifth site in Bedfordshire is due to open in 2013, with over 700 new lodges.

Visit : centerparcs@halpern.co.uk. Contact : Lisa Shetabi at lisa@halpern.co.uk.

Tanjong Jara Resort, Malaysia

Tanjong Jara Resort, located on Peninsular Malaysia’s east coast, has started construction work on a three bedroom luxury estate, which will be completed by April 2012.

Visit : www.ytlhotels.com. Contact : EJ Flynn at EJ@grifcopr.com. 
	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Wild Planet Adventures

Leading wildlife viewing specialist Wild Planet Adventures runs trips to Thailand’s Klong Seang Wildlife Sanctuary by long-tail boat and soundless sea kayak which allow sightings of the most shy and rare animals without scaring them away.

The sanctuary is several hours from the nearest village and the only other humans are occasional passing fisherman. Because of this extreme isolation, Klong Seang harbors healthy populations of rare animals like smooth-coated and small-clawed otters, sun bear, slow loris, white-handed gibbons, wild boars and large colonies of flying foxes. 
There have even been recent sightings by Wild Planet guests of the elusive clouded leopard.

Visit : www.wildplanetadventures.com. Contact: Sara at sara@widnesspr.com.

Mountain Paradise, Slovakia

Mountain Paradise is the only ATOL bonded specialist operating solely to Slovakia’s Tatra Mountains.  

In the winter Mountain Paradise features skiing and activity breaks and in the summer walking, biking, golfing and cultural holidays. Mountain Paradise also has photography

Visit : www.mountainparadise.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 
Austin-Lehman Adventures

Active travel company Austin-Lehman Adventures offers its Yellowstone Winter, a five day/four night program out of Bozeman, MT, with departures in February and March

New trips starting in the late spring and running through the fall are the :

· six day/five night California: Napa/Sonoma wine country beginning and ending in San Francisco featuring cycling, hiking and wine tasting

· New Mexico: Poblanos, Peaks & Pueblos with Santa Fe/Taos as the hub, and 

· South Dakota Family: Black Hills to Mount Rushmore out of Rapid City, SD. 

Another new addition to ALA’s national parks trips is the Yellowstone Family Camp Adventure, a five day/four night lodge and cowboy camp program based out of Bozeman, MT.

Visit : www.austinlehman.com. Contact: Dave Wiggins at dave@travelnewssource.com.

Travel Indochina

Asia specialist, Travel Indochina, has expanded its destination portfolio with the addition of two new Small Group Journeys to Burma. 

Travel Indochina also features Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos and Thailand as well as journeys to China and Tibet, India, Japan and Burma. 

Visit: www.travelindochina.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Habicht at sarah@humewhitehead.co.uk. 

The Unique Travel Company

The Unique Travel Company is offering winter sun holidays in the tropical Indian Ocean island of Sri Lanka, which take in cultural historic sites, wildlife watching and lush scenery from jungles and waterfalls to tea plantations, plus elephant riding.

Visit : www.theuniquetravel.co.uk. Contact : Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

The Macau Science Center

The Macau Science Center, which opened in 2009, combines galleries featuring interactive displays and a museum housing  the world’s highest resolution 3D planetarium all located on the waterfront of Macau peninsula.

Macau is, along with Hong Kong, one of the two special administrative regions of the People's Republic of China. 

The centre has now launched a 3D animated dome show named “Kaluoka'hina, The Enchanted Reef”.

Using 12 projectors to give an equivalent resolution of 8,000 x 8,000 pixels in 3D, the high-tech planetarium is.
Visit : www.msc.org.mo/en and www.macautourism.gov.mo. Contact : Raquel Fonseca  at Raquel@humewhitehead.co.uk.

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

The Festive Season in Salzburg

Salzburg's Old Town (Altstadt) has internationally renowned baroque architecture and was listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1997. 

The city is noted for its Alpine setting and for being the birthplace of 18th-century composer Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. 
Salzburg stages a range of alpine-style Advent markets, music festivals and traditional pastoral plays during the festive season. 

Dialogs 

30 November to 4 December 2011

This is a festival featuring contemporary artists who combine music, dance, literature, visual arts and film in a program includes concerts by the Hagen Quartet, the Austrian Ensemble for New Music and the Salzburg Mozarteum Orchestra. 

www.mozarteum.at   

The Delirium Festival 

16 to 18 December 2011

This festival will have performances of Tchaikovsky's Fourth, Mozart's Piano Concerto no. 25, Mahler's Fourth and Beethoven's Ninth Symphony on the program. 

www.delirium-salzburg.at 

Winterfest 

24 November 2011 to 6 January 2012

The Winterfest has drawn renowned international Nouveau Cirque acts to Salzburg since 2001. 

www.winterfest.at   

The Christmas markets

Salzburg Christmas market

17 November to 26 December 2011

The historic Salzburg Christmas market on Cathedral and Residence Square dates back to the 15th century. Groups of stalls are set up in front of Salzburg Cathedral. 

www.christkindlmarkt.co.at  

Several other Christmas markets are held in Salzburg's baroque Old City. 

www.weihnachtsmarkt-salzburg.at
New Year's Eve concerts

The year will end with New Year's Eve concerts at the Mozarteum, the Salzburg State Theater, Mirabell Palace and Hohensalzburg Fortress with a New Year's gun salute by marksmen and the Civic Guard. 

Salzburg's historic city center stages a 3-day New Year's Eve program from 30 December.

www.salzburg-altstadt.at 

Visit : www.salzburg.info. Contact : Gunda Bleckmann at Bleckmann@salzburg.info.  
Westonbirt National Arboretum, UK
25 November to 18 December 2011
Westonbirt, the National Arboretum, stages its Enchanted Christmas with carols and mulled wine and roast chestnuts. Visitors will be able to take the 45-minute Illuminated Trail around the Old Arboretum. 

Visit : www.forestry.gov.uk. Contact : Yolanda Copes-Stepney at Yolanda.Copes-Stepney@visitengland.org. 

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The World Shakespeare Festival, UK

The World Shakespeare Festival (WSF), a celebration of Shakespeare by the Royal Shakespeare Company, runs from 23 April to November 2012.

It forms part of London 2012 Festival, which is the culmination of the Cultural Olympiad, bringing leading artists from all over the world together in a UK-wide festival in the summer of 2012. 

 

Thousands of artists and over 50 arts organisations will come together to take part in the Festival, and over a million tickets go on public sale from 10 October for 70 productions across the UK.

The Festival includes a major exhibition Shakespeare: staging the world - The BP Exhibition at the British Museum, which will explore the world through the eyes of Shakespeare, his players and audiences in the changing world of the 17th century. 

Visit : www.worldshakespearefestival.org.uk/press. Contact : Liz Thompson at liz.thompson@rsc.org.uk.

Val d'Isère
Val d'Isère, France, is one of the world's most exclusive ski resorts that is popular with visitors for the skinning and its array of non-ski activities, great restaurants, shops and après ski bars.

Events in Val d'Isère include : 

Critérium de la Première Neige 

10 and 11 December 2011

The traditional Alpine skiing World Cup this year with a ‘Boys Meet Girls’ theme!

Polo Masters 

11 to 14 January 2012

For the fourth year in a row, the Polo Masters Tour invites the world’s best professional polo players to ski resort of Val d’Isère for a four day tournament at the foot of the dramatic Face de Bellevarde. 

Pistes Gourmandes 

19 to 22 March 2012

Pistes Gourmandes brings leading chefs and food writers to the resort for a series of demonstrations, cookery lessons and tastings.

Hotels 

Le Christiania and Le Blizzard hotels have both been awarded a fifth star this season joining Les Barmes de l’Ours and Le Savoie in Val d’Isère’s collection of luxurious, five-star properties. 

Visit : www.hotel-christiania.com and www.hotelblizzard.com
Visit : www.valdisere.com. Contact : EJ Flynn at EJ@grifcopr.com.

Soma Bay, Egypt

Soma Bay, is a boutique destination on the shores of the Red Sea, Egypt.

The resort offers guests world class diving with an array of marine life from puffer fish, lionfish, barracudas to sharks and turtles.

The dives sites in Soma Bay have the advantage of being considerably less crowded than those found elsewhere on the Red Sea and offer divers coral gardens, walls, drop-offs and wrecks suitable for all levels of experience.

The ORCA Dive Centre, one of the largest and most well equipped in the region, is situated on a one km stretch of house reef that is packed with diverse marine life. 

There are a selection of luxury hotels to choose from, including La Residence des Cascades, a member of The Leading Hotels of the World; Sheraton Soma Bay Resort; Kempinski Hotel Soma Bay; The Breakers Diving & Surfer Lodge and Robinson Club Soma Bay.

Visit : www.gotoegypt.org/soma and www.sovereign.com. Contact : Sophie Furness at sophie@grifcopr.com.

Peninsula Valdes, Argentina

Peninsula Valdes offers the chance to kayak on the wild coast of Patagonia place with southern right whales and their calves.   

The Peninsula Valdes, a spit of the Patagonian steppe that juts out into the South Atlantic Ocean, is a protected nature reserve and UNESCO World Heritage Site and teems with endemic wildlife.  

The lagoons here are the calving ground for the endangered Southern Right Whale.  

On shore, armadillos, ostrich-like rheas, maras (Patagonian hares) and llama-like guanacos roam the sweeping landscape. 

Visit : www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact : Terry Prichard at skadvent@roadrunner.com.

Antigua and Barbuda

The Caribbean islands of Antigua and Barbuda offers a range of natural activities including :

Turtle watching

Turtle watching season in Antigua offers visitors a rare opportunity to experience one of nature’s most beautiful sights. 

Pasture Bay Beach at Jumby Bay is one of the world’s primary nesting sites for the endangered Hawksbill Turtles. Watching them is carefully monitored via the local environment awareness group. Find out more.

Frigate Bird Sanctuary

Antigua’s sister island, Barbuda, is home to the largest Frigate Bird Sanctuary in the world with more than 5,000 Frigate birds.

The Antigua and Barbuda Humane Society

The Antigua and Barbuda Humane Society runs a shelter for more than 80 donkeys at its sanctuary in the south of the island. 

Antigua’s rainforest

One way to get a view of Antigua’s rainforest is to go Zip lining. This activity has lines starting from 53 feet up to 328 feet offering views only available by whizzing from one platform to the next.  

Indian Town National Park

Indian Town Point, on the eastern extremity of the island, is thought to have been an Arawak campsite prior to the arrival of European colonists. 

Devil's Bridge, a large, natural limestone arch on the shoreline of Indian Town Point, offers one of the most spectacular sights on the island. 

Visit : www.visitantiguabarbuda.com. Contact : Rachel at rachel@firstpr.co.uk. 

The West Virginia State Park System

West Virginia is located in the Appalachian and South-eastern regions of the United States, east of the Mississippi River. 
It is widely known for its outdoor recreational offerings, diverse topography, and its political history. 

West Virginia is home to 2,000 miles of rivers and streams. In addition, both the Appalachian Mountains and the Allegheny Mountains extend into West Virginia. 
The West Virginia State Park System which comprises 36 state parks, seven state forests, five wildlife management areas, the Greenbrier River Trail in the east and the North Bend Rail Trail in the north-central and western regions.  
The state is around 80% forested and has become well known for various outdoor recreational activities including hiking, fishing, mountain biking, boating and white water rafting.
Conservation efforts among animals have also become important in West Virginia. 
The state animal, the American Black Bear has become a symbol for West Virginia, but is still a threatened species. 
Due to conservation efforts, new knowledge, and a better understanding of the animal, the bear population has been increasing, and the species now lives in all of West Virginia’s 55 counties.
Visit www.wvtourism.com. Contact Jane Wilson at wv@attachecommunications.co.uk.

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Dusit Thani Dubai
Dusit Thani Dubai hotel is a 5-star hotel in the centre of Dubai’s Business District.

The hotel is located close to the World Trade Centre, Dubai’s International Convention Centre, Dubai International Financial Centre, Burj Dubai, Dubai Mall and is a short drive to Dubai’s International Airport and major shopping malls.

Visit : www.dusit.com. For information on media visits contact Daniel Andrews at daniel.andrews@dusit.com.

Ballygally Castle, Northern Ireland UK

The 17th Century Castle Ballygally Castle, which is reputed to be haunted by the ‘Ghost of Ballygally’.

Dating back to 1625, this enchanting Irish Castle located on the Antrim Coast 26 miles north of Belfast makes the perfect spooky venue for a night away. 
All 44 bedrooms have been sympathetically restored to retain the charm of the original castle. 
For fearless visitors, a night can even be booked in one of the castle’s turrets, in the ‘ghost’ room of Lady Isabella, the former ill-fated lady of the castle. 
Visit www.hastingshotels.com 

Hotels in Barcelona

The U232 Hotel, part of the Nuñez i Navarro group of Barcelona hotels, houses a

permanent exhibition of photographs of Barcelonam in the 1970s, by Swedish photographer, María Espeus.

Apart from the U232 Hotel, the eight other Núñez y Navarro Hotels in Barcelona are the : B-Hotel; H1898; Barcelona Universal Hotel, the Jazz Hotel; Soho Hotel; the Gran Vía Hotel; the Europark Hotel and the Paral.lel Hotel.

The hotel group will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment.

Visit www.u232hotel.com. Contact : Alba Plana at press@orbyce.com. 

The Diva Maldives

Regarded as the highest accolade within the luxury hotel industry, has declared 

Diva Maldives has been voted the Best Luxury Beach Resort at the “World Luxury Hotel Awards” 2011. Part of one of the largest Marine Protected Areas in the country, Diva Maldives is located in South Ari Atoll, 25 minutes by seaplane from Male. 

It has 193 villas and suites from villas on stilts overlooking the lagoon to beach villas and seven restaurants and six bars, water sports activities, spa and wellness center and diving and snorkeling. 

Visit : www.naiade.com. Contact : Celine Planel at celine@bacall.net. 

Prestige Holidays 

Prestige Holidays features four and five star hotels and a selection of rural properties in Southern Spain, Mallorca, five of the Canary Islands, Cyprus, the Algarve, Madeira, Morocco, Malta and Gozo and in the summer Turkey, Lake Garda, Lake Como, Sardinia and Crete.  
The company's UK properties takes in Isles of Scilly and the islands of Guernsey, Alderney, Sark and Herm. This year the operator launched an extensive Croatia programme under its new brand Essentially Prestige. 
In addition to the well-known resorts of Dubrovnik, Split, Makarska, Porec and Opatija, Love Croatia X less familiar spots including the island of Rab in the Kvarner region.

Visit : www.prestigeholidays.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 

North and South Wales and the English West Country

Sheepskin offers 18 self-catering properties in remote, i and beautiful locations in North and South Wales and the West Country.
Visit : www.sheepskinlife.com.  Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 
The Arlberg Hospiz and Goldener Berg, Austria

The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel and its sister four-star Goldener Berg in St. Christoph

am Arlberg, Austria includes the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. 

The Goldener Berg will be offering accommodation to Alliance members during the winter months. 

Visit : www.goldenerberg.at. Contact : Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk.

Premier Cottages (UK)

Premier Cottages is a co-operative representing over 1,000 four and five-star self-catering cottages across the UK. 
Owners work together to promote their luxury accommodation and holidaymakers book directly with them.Properties range from small, romantic boltholes to large family-friendly country estates.  
The collection includes pet-friendly accommodation, cottages that are ideal for walkers or cyclists and unusual holiday homes such as tree houses, watermills and even a former pigsty! 
Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 
Hotel Mar Monte, Santa Barbara, California

Hotel Mar Monte, Santa Barbara’s 80-year old oceanfront property, has become Hyatt Santa Barbara. 

This landmark hotel, a community and visitor’s destination for generations, has been undergoing extensive renovations to all guest rooms, meeting rooms and public spaces since February.

The first phase of renovations, including 92 guest rooms, as well as the hotel lobby, landscaping and décor around the pool and deck area, has been completed for the summer. 

In October, the renovation will resume on the remaining 79 guest rooms and all function space. Renovations are expected to be completed in 2012.

Visit : www.santabarbara.hyatt.com. Contact : Charlotte Hill at charlotte@grifcopr.com.

ONYX hotel group, Asia

Asian hotel brand Amari, which has 12 properties across Thailand and a new resort opening on Addu Atoll in the Maldives in November, is promoting its festive winter sun breaks. 

December to February is the regions dry seasonwith average temperatures 30º C.

Amari is the centrepiece of the ONYX portfolio of hotel brands with Thai properties in seaside and mountain locations and urban settings including Bangkok, Pattaya, Koh Chang, Koh Samui, Phuket, Krabi, and Hua Hin. 
Other hotel chains in the ONYX group include Saffron, Shama and Ozo with properties across the Indian Ocean, Arabian Gulf and Asia-Pacific regions.
Visit www.amari.com and www.onyx-hospitality.com. Contact : Jessica Flood at jessicaf@hillsbalfour.com.

Centara Hotel Manila,

Centara Hotels & Resorts will open its Centara Hotel Manila, a four-star property located in the culturally rich district of Malate, in Manila, on 18 October 2011.

The new build 15-storey property, has 96 rooms and suites with all rooms having views overlooking the city or Manila Bay.

Centara Hotels & Resorts is Thailand’s largest operator of hotels, with 37 deluxe and first-class properties covering all the major tourist destinations in the Kingdom. 

A further 16 resorts in the Maldives, Philippines, Vietnam, Bali Indonesia, Srilanka and Mauritius Indian Ocean, brings the present total to 53 properties.  

Centara also operates 21 branches of Spa Cenvaree, one of Thailand’s most luxurious and innovative spa brands.

Visit : www.centarahotelsresorts.com. Contact : Kanokros Sakdanares at kanokrossa@chr.co.th.

Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· The Mariott Paris Champs-Elysees, which is the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance members who are in the city on an assignment. Visit : www.parismarriott.com. Contact Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.

· Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Ryder at lucy_ryder@bathtourism.co.uk. 
· City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.
· The German city of Frankfurt will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members. Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de.
· The Cyprus Tourism Organisation will host group and individual trips for Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitcyprus.com. Contact : June Field at june.field@kallaway.com. 

· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com.  Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@visitorlando.com.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel and its sister four-star Goldener Berg in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.hospiz.com. Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 
· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 
· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 
· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies at kate@holidaylettings.co.uk. 
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anne Kapranos at Anne@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 

· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk. 

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Sue Bradbury at jess@suebradburypr.com.
· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products and services 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Kangol Headwear

Kangol’s straw hat collection will complement your every summer look with styles ranging from contemporary and classic trilby’s to glamorous beach brim hats.

Visit : www.kangolstore.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
Rhinocarhire.com

Leading car hire specialist, Rhinocarhire.com, is offering car hire assistance for press trips in 2011. 

Vehicles are available worldwide in over 20,000 locations to include countries in Europe (France, Spain, Portugal, Italy etc), Africa, Asia, Australasia, North America and South America. 

Visit www.rhinocarhire.com. Contact : Jemma Thompson on info@citruspr.co.uk. 

Silhouette
Silhouette sunglasses provide 100% protection against UV A, B and C rays. If Silhouette’s IQ POL Sunglasses were suntan lotion, they would correspond to the European protection factor 32.

Visit : www.silhouette.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Simple

Californian footwear brand Simple has your feet ready for summer with these eco friendly organic cotton plimsoles. Exclusive to Schuh, they are available in white and navy with ribbon laces- the perfect footwear for French Riviera chic.

Visit : www.simpleshoes.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Mitchum

Keep your cool when the temperature rises this summer with Mitchum Anti-Perspirant and

Deodorant. Available in stick, roll on and aerosol variants it will keep you feeling ‘just showered fresh’ all day.

Visit : www.mitchum.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
Teva

Teva’s Contoured Ribbon Mush is the most comfortable flip flop in the world. Using state of the art memory foam you will feel like you are walking on clouds when walking on the beach, boardwalk or pavement this summer.

Visit : www.teva.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
John Masters Organics

Make every day a day at the beach with John Masters Organics Sea Mist Sea Salt Spray with Lavender. It protects the hair and provides extra body, volume and texture, also helping to enhance curls for natural beach beautiful hair.

Visit : www.johnmasters.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Delph

Delph Sun Care offers a comprehensive range of family products from SPF 8 to 50, rated UVA 4* for their “superior” protection. 

The range has been fully tested to medical standards (not tested on animals) and is one of only 6 sun creams listed on the UK Drug Tariff allowing it to be prescribed by GP’s.

To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Terms & Conditions:

· subject to availability at time of booking

· valid rental & booking period: Jan 1st - Dec 31, 2011 

· offer valid for car rentals in Switzerland, Italy, France & Monaco, Germany

· applies to all car categories and Elite Rent-a-Car rental tariffs (Shopping/Tradition)

· blackout period for complimentary car upgrade is 1 July to 15 September 15 to 31 December 2011

· Elite Rent to be mentioned and contacts included in fact box of subsequent editorial feature

Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com
Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7630 4620. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups
The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.
Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com

	Issue 105 : mid-September 2011:  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Press trip to Zimbawbe, Africa

10 to 12 October 2011

Zimbabwe tourism is inviting Alliance journalists from  Ireland, Sweden, UK, USA and Canada to apply for a place on an upcoming press trip to the country.

Those attending will join the trip to Zimbabwe departing the United Kingdom on Ethiopian Airways.

For journalists outside of the UK, economy class flights to London will be refunded by Zimbawbe Tourism upon submission of tickets or the airline invoice. 

The trip will be combined with Sanganai Travel & Tourism Fair held in Harare 10-12 October 2011. 

There will be pre and post tours around this event. 

Contact : Felicia Munjaidi at zta.london@btclick.com and/or feliciamunjaid@btconnect.com or on 07930450499 (mobile) or +44 (0)2072406169.

Charming Villas, Catalonia

Charming Villas has a portfolio of high quality villas and farmhouses in the NE region of Spain, Catalonia. Mainly on the Costa Brava and as far south as Barcelona.  

Charming Villas will offer up to a week in one of its villas, during December or January, for Alliance members on assignment.

A few activities such as guided visits to local vineyards, a Calcotada (which is a unique Catalan gastronomic treat!) and a cooking lesson on how to make a perfect paella will be available. 

Visit : www.charmingvillas.net. Contact : Richard Calvin at richard@charmingvillas.net.

Salzburg

Salzburg is the fourth-largest city in Austria and the capital city of the federal state of Salzburg.

Salzburg's "Old Town" has internationally renowned baroque architecture and one of the best-preserved city centres north of the Alps. It was listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1997. 

Salzburg was the birthplace of 18th-century composer Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. 

Tourismus Salzburg will be delighted to support Alliance members who are visiting Austria.

Visit : www.salzburg.info. Contact : Gunda Bleckmann at Bleckmann@salzburg.info. 
Pound Ridge Golf Club, New York City

Alliance members touring NYC in late summer or fall are invited to review a partnership between Pound Ridge Golf Club and six elite hotel properties. 

Located 40 minutes north of NYC, Pound Ridge Golf Club is the only Pete Dye-designed course in the state and sits on 172 acres of cliffs, streams and wooded hills. 
Dramatic rock formations and boulders were left onsite, creating one of the most visually stunning settings for golf in the U.S. 
More than 14,000-linear-feet of rock wall surrounds trees, wetlands and water hazards.

Pound Ridge has six hotel partners in NYC, Westchester and Fairfield counties including: 
· Mandarin Oriental and the Marriott Marquis in New York City 
· Castle on the Hudson and The Ritz-Carlton in Westchester County

· Delamar Greenwich Harbor, Hyatt Regency Greenwich and the Stamford Marriott Hotel and Spa in Connecticut. 
Visit : www.poundridgegolf.com. Alliance members interested in this opportunity should contact :  Glenn Gray at ggray@buffalocommunications.com
LocalGuiding

LocalGuiding is an online service connecting travellers with independent, local tour guides in destinations worldwide.

Visit : www.LocalGuiding.com. For more information or to request a press tour at any of the LocalGuiding destinations contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com
The Mariott Paris Champs-Elysees

The Mariott Paris Champs-Elysees, which is the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance members who are in the city on an assignment.

Visit : www.parismarriott.com. Contact Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.

The Sandman Signature Hotel Newcastle, UK 

The Sandman Signature Hotel Newcastle is the first hotel to be launched in the UK by the Canada-based Sandman Signature Group. 

The 175 boutique hotel is in the heart of the city in what was formerly the headquarters of Scottish and Newcastle Brewery. 

The hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment.

Visit : www.sandmansignature.com. Bernice Saltzer at bernice@SortedPR.com. 

Cringletie House, Scotland

Cringletie House is located less than an hour's drive from Edinburgh and is the gateway to the Scottish Borders with a wealthy of historic castles, market towns and activities close by.

With only 13 bedrooms Cringletie offers a relaxed home from home environment with luxury accommodation and good food using seafood, beef and game produce from many of the local suppliers.Recently they have added a in-room spa option which provides guests with an added dimension for a relaxing romantic break.

Cringletie House will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment.

Visit : www.cringletie.com. Contact : Graham : graham@taste-of-scotland.com.

The Mariott Paris Champs-Elysees

The Mariott Paris Champs-Elysees, which is the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance members who are in the city on an assignment. 

Visit : www.parismarriott.com. Contact Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.
PlanetWildlife

PlanetWildlife, which specialises in wildlife holidays worldwide will be pleased to consider press trip requests from Alliance members www.planetwildlife.com 
Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk. 

Ski and Snowboard Show, London Earl’s Court

19 to 23 October 2011

The annual Ski and Snowboard Show 2011 new attractions, holiday offers and representatives from some of the top ski destinations in the world. Other show highlights include the Land Rover Fashion Show; Les 3 Vallees Resort Bar  and the Pierre & Vacances Petanque Piste.

Visit : www.metrosnow.co.uk. For press tickets contact : Tom Luxar at TomLuxar@frankpr.it. 

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Great Hotels of the World

Great Hotels of the World provides global hotel reservation, sales and marketing services for an exclusive portfolio of primarily independent hotels and resorts worldwide. 

Visit : www.ghotw.comContact : Ashleigh Silverman at asilverman@ghotw.com.

VISIT DENVER

Celebrating more than 100 years of promoting the Mile High City, VISIT DENVER is a non-profit trade association that contracts with the City of Denver to market Denver as a convention and leisure destination, increasing economic development in the city, creating jobs and generating taxes. 
A record 12.7 million visitors stayed overnight in Denver in 2010, generating $3 billion in spending, while supporting nearly 50,000 jobs, making Tourism the second largest industry in Denver. 

Visit  : www.VISITDENVER.com Contact : Deborah Park
at dpark@visitdenver.com.  

The Society of London Theatre (SOLT)

The Society of London Theatre (SOLT) is the association which represents the producers, theatre owners and managers of the 52 major commercial and grant-aided theatres in central London. 
The organisation exists in order to promote theatregoing, develop audiences, and to serve, protect and promote the interests of those engaged in theatre across London, through activities including :

· The Olivier Awards with MasterCard

· tkts ticket booth

· the Official London Theatre guide

· Theatre Tokens, and 
· the annual promotions Kids Week in the West End and Get Into London Theatre.


Visit : www.officiallondontheatre.co.uk. Contact : AlisonDuguidat alison@solttma.co.uk.

Norfolk Tourism (UK)

Norfolk Tourism is the county's established public and private industry partnership. Funded by its 55 partner organisations, the partnership is designed to act as a forum for all Norfolk's tourism businesses and local authorities.

Visit  : www.visitnorfolk.co.uk. Contact : Paul Dickson at paul-dickson@btconnect.com. 


Tuolumne County, California

Tuolumne County includes the northern half of Yosemite National Park and the central region of California’s Gold Country.  
Visitors can enjoy year-round recreation with hiking, biking, mountain climbing, fishing, spelunking, and horseback riding. 
Seasonal recreational activities include downhill and cross-country skiing, snowboarding, sledding, ice-skating and snowmobiling, whitewater rafting, boating & water sports, and steam train rides. 

Enjoy mountain vistas and tour historic gold rush towns any time of the year.  
Our destination includes Highway 120, the northern gateway to Yosemite National Park, the historic gold rush towns of Sonora, Jamestown, Columbia, and Groveland, and the mountain resorts along Highway 108 to Sonora Pass.
Visit  : www.YosemiteGoldCountry.org. Contact : Sandy
Gordon
at tcvbmarketing@mlode.com. 

Africa Albida Tourism

Africa Albida Tourism is a hospitality group with hotels, lodges and restaurants in Southern Africa’s foremost tourist destinations, with the well-established Victoria Falls Safari Lodge as its flagship property.  
Its operations are characterised by their prime locations and an untiring quest for quality in every aspect of product delivery.  
Other properties include leading tented camp The Hide Safari Camp (Hwange National Park), the luxury self-catering Lokuthula Lodges (Victoria Falls) and Ngoma Safari Lodge (Chobe, Botswana).

Visit  : www.africaalbidatourism.com. Contact : Nommy Vuma at nommy@africaalbida.co.zw. 

Visit Northumberland

Northumberland Tourism is the destination marketing organisation for Northumberland. Although supported by Northumberland County Council, NT's primary source of income is generated as a commercial organisation providing paid-for promotional opportunities 


Visit : www.visitnorthumberland.comContact : Jude Leitch at jude.leitch@northumberlandtourism.co.uk.

Spiderhome (France)

Spiderhome lists properties on the French Riviera for sale, to rent, holiday rental and house swap from private owners and agents.


Visit  : www.spiderhome.fr. Contact : Kerry-Leigh Buckley at spiderhome@bbox.fr. 

The Platinum Circle Club

The Platinum Circle Club is an innovative new concept which sees members earning points for allowing a fellow club member to take a break at their holiday home, which they can then use to stay at any other club member’s property anytime and anywhere they like – for free.

Membership is free and the points system is easy to understand. Points can be collected in either pound, Euro or Dollar points.


Visit : www.platinumcircle.com. Contact : Teresa Green
at info@chrisgreenmedia.co.uk. 

Gili Islands, Indonesia

Island Promotions aims to provide up to date accurate information on the Gili Islands in indonesia.


Visit  : www.gili-paradise.com. Contact : Philip Smith at giliparadise@gmail.com. 


Escape Marketing

Escape Marketing provide Marketing Representation for Resorts & Hotels. Offering a cost effective marketing office in the UK for resorts looking to penetrate the UK & European travel industry.


Visit : www.escapemarketing.net. Contact : Gemma Lewis at gemma@escapemaketing.net. 
Experience The Real Cuba

Experience The Real Cuba offers a fascinating life/educational experience within an intriguing culture.

Welcoming you to Cuba, to live with a host family, to adapt into the uniqueness of Cuban life, to learn Spanish with a local Cuban in a home setting, to learn salsa and dance under the stars every evening whilst listening to live musicians perform at one of the ambient bars that Trinidad de Cuba has to offer.


Visit : www.experiencetherealcuba.com. Contact : Rena Papatheofilou at experiencetherealcuba@gmail.com. 


Twiga Tours (Kenya)

Regarded as East Africa’s PREMIER Safari Operator; Twiga Tours, is an award winning Tour Operator based in East Africa with over 30years of unmatched quality & personal service. 

Twiga Tours specializes in luxury photographic safaris, beach holidays, golf tours, mountain climbing, agricultural & cultural safaris, luxury mobile camping, tailor-made safaris and unusual conference and incentive programs throughout East Africa.


Visit : www.twiga-tours.com. Contact : Rahim Manji at rahim@twiga-tours.com. 

Take-Note, South Africa

Take-Note rerepresents a portfolio of hotels, resorts and game lodges.


Visit : www.take-note.co.za. Contact : Dionne Collett at dionne@take-note.co.za. 

Guide2RhoneAlpes (France)

Guide2RhoneAlpes is a regional based website for the Rhône-Alpes region of France.  It provides information, news and events for visitors to the region.


Visit : www.guide2rhonealpes.com. Contact : Ali Farley at editor@guide2rhonealpes.com. 

Agencies 
AJA Media Solutions

AJA Media Solutions is a London-based Communications & PR agency specialised in Brazil. 

An agile and compact company with highly skilled and experienced Brazilian and foreign professionals based in Brazil, UK, France, Germany and other European countries.

Visit : www.ajasolutions.co.uk. Contact Maria Abbott at cuca@ajasolutions.co.uk


Sublime Public Relations (USA)

Sublime Public Relations is a results-oriented media relations firm that specializes in generating publicity in North America and beyond for a select group of clients.


Visit : www.sublimepub.com. Contact : Katie
Adams
at katie@sublimepub.com.
Turner PR (USA)


Turner PR, established in 1997, is a full service public relations and emerging media firm specializing in travel & real estate and active & lifestyle brands. 
Turner PR serves national and international clients in the U.S., U.K., Mexico, Canada and Caribbean through our offices in Denver and New York.


Visit : www.turnerpr.com. Contact : Amber Connor at Amber.Connor@turnerpr.com.

CML PR

CML PR looks after mainly travel related products, representing the top end of the travel and luxury industries with exclusive hotels and spas, boutique travel destinations, villas with a difference and beautifully crafted products from around the world.


Visit : www.cmlprandmarketing.co.uk. Contact : Catherine Mansel Lewis at catherine@cml-pr.co.uk.

TIS PR (Germany)
TIS PR is a special MarCom Agency and works only in the field of tourism.The target is to bring more tourists from Europe to the world and the world to Europe.TIS PR is specialised in PR and Mass Communication. 

With the wide and large network in media, touroperaters, exhibitions and opinion leaders the agency is successfull working for the international client and is watching the clients budget very sharp.The target is save budget with creative ideas and projects!


Visit : www.tis-pr.com.  Contact : Joachim Fischer at j.fischer@tis-pr.com. 

Take Note Reputation Management

Take Note Reputation Management is a public relations and marketing consultancy providing public relations, media liaison, marketing, media planning, promotions, event management and corporate gifting. It has over 15 years of experience, and a true understanding of the hospitality, tourism and restaurant 

Visit : www.take-note.co.za. Contact : Janna Strang at janna@take-note.co.za.

Isis Norfolk (UK)


Based in Norfolk since 1988, Paul Dickson has 26 years public relations and marketing experience across the public, private and voluntary sectors – key experience in leisure & tourism and the arts.


Visit : www.isis-norfolk.co.uk. Contact : Paul Dickson at paul@isis-norfolk.co.uk.

Ptarmigan Bell Pottinger (UK)


Ptarmigan Bell Pottinger is an integrated public relations agency that puts customer engagement at the heart of everything it does. 
The Leeds PR team couples creative ideas with innovative planning methods to get companies, brands, people and products talked about to drive sales.


Visit : www.ptarmiganpr.co.uk. Contact : Natalie Owen at natalie.owen@ptarmiganbp.co.uk.

Diamond Public Relations (USA)


Diamond Public Relations (DPR) offers a progressive, knowledgeable and enthusiastic answer to your PR needs. Combining tried and true public relations practices with forward-thinking and outside-the-box alternatives, DPR catches the attention of those that can make a difference to your bottom line.


Visit : www.diamondpr.com. Contact : Sandra Pinto at sandra@diamondpr.com.

	News


No.1 Traveller AT Heathrow

No.1 Traveller has opened No.1 Heathrow, its latest lounge at Heathrow terminal 3 with bedrooms to bedrooms to follow.

No.1 Traveller specialises in airport transfers and airport lounges at Heathrow, Stansted at Gatwick and also provides chauffeur and travel concierge services.

All lounges all offer complimentary WiFi access and internet workstations, light meals, a bar, newspapers and magazines, flight information screens, seating areas and other forms of entertainment. The service is open to all checked-in passengers, and customers are entitled to a three hour stay in the lounge, with the option to pay for additional time. 

Visit : www.No1Traveller.com. Contact : Kay Joyce T Kay.Joyce@No1Traveller.com. 

Travel Oregon

Travel Oregon's new international guides have been republished and are now available online, by mobile device, or tablet.

Visit www.travelor.journalgraphicsdigital.com . Contact : Lisa Chamberlain at oregon.uk@btopenworld.com.
Textile and Garden Fair, Mid Wales, UK

Penpont, a privately owned 17th century country house with  gardens and grounds situated on the River Usk near Brecon, is teaming up with Hay on Wye shop The Great English Outdoors to hold the Textile and Garden Fair on 22 and 23 October 2011.

Visit : www.greatenglish.co.uk and www.penpont.com. Contact : Duncan Foulkes at duncan.foulkes@btinternet.com.

Saga Holidays, UK

Saga Holidays has added a complimentary travel service for its long-haul customers. For all holidays travelling from the 1st January 2012, Saga’s VIP Door To Door Travel Service is now included in the price of every Travellers World holiday.

Visit : www.sagaholidays.co.uk. Contact : Carl Catterall at carl.catterall@saga.co.uk. 

The Money Shop

The Money Shop, part of publicly listed American company, Dollar Financial Corp, offers 0% commission on all major currency across its network of 400 stores, and a commission free buy back service.

The organisation has also launched a new online ordering service for foreign currency to help people to get the most competitive rates on their foreign exchange.  Thisallows customers to order their currency online and reserve at the ‘real-time’ rate, and collect at their local store. 

Visit : www.moneyshop.tv/. Contact Natalie Owen at natalie.owen@ptarmiganbp.co.uk. 
Guam

The Guam Visitors Bureau has published a 72-page visitor guide book to this Paciffic island highlighting the rich Chamorro culture, food and even historical landmarks.

Maps can be found throughout the book, particularly in the Sightseeing & Landmarks section, which offers a detailed listing of WWII sites, favorite beaches, and other Guam hotspots.

Visit: .www.visitguam.org/Pages/Downloads.aspx. Contact : Jessica Peterson at jpeterson@visitguam.org. 

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Ecoventura

Ecoventura’s fleet of small expedition vessels in the Galapagos allows guests of this visionary small-ship travel company to experience the Galapagos from as many land and water perspectives as possible.

Visit : www.ecoventura.com. Contact Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com. 

Lionfish Spear-fishing Adventure, Belize 

The Hamanasi Adventure & Dive Resort in Southern Belize, is offering a new Lionfish Spear Fishing Adventure. 
Lionfish are an invasive species in the Caribbean that aggressively eat juvenile fish, posing a significant threat to local fish populations. 
Belize is supportive of efforts to rid its waters of this voracious eater. 
This new fishing adventure begins with a briefing describing the lionfish followed by a scientific explanation of the threat the lionfish poses to the Caribbean and how hunting the species can help. 
Visit : www.hamanasi.com. Contact Nancy Harrison at Nancy@adventuremedianews.com. 

The Oregon Bounty Ultimate Escape 2011

13 to 16 October 2011

The Oregon Bounty Ultimate Escape 2011, offered by EverGreen Escapes, is a culinary adventure that sees participants going from 7,500 feet up on Mt. Hood to battling Chinook salmon on the rugged Oregon Coast.

Visit : www.evergreenescapes.com. Contact : Lisa Chamberlain at oregon.uk@btopenworld.com.

PAWS Africa

PAWS Africa is East Africa's premiere touring company covering Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda and Rwanda.

From beach holidays to off-road safaris, interactive cultural exchanges to thrilling gorilla tracking experiences, PAWS creates tailor-made itineraries.

Visit : www.pawsafrica.com. Contact : Gabriella at gabriella@trumarketing.com.

The Platinum Circle Club

The Platinum Circle Club allows members to enjoy holidays in destinations across the world.

Members earn points for allowing a fellow club member to take a holiday at their property, which they can then use to stay at any other club member’s home anytime and anywhere they like for free.

Visit : www.platinumcircle.com. Contact : Teresa Green at teresa@chrisgreenmedia.co.uk. 

Equador
Enchanted Expeditions offer authentic Ecuadorian in hacienda accommodations.
 
A five-day/four-night programme includes all meals and accommodations, horseback riding and personal tours of the Andean Condor breeding center.
Visit : www.enchantedexpeditions.com. Contact : Alexia Nestora at alexia@lassocommunications.com.
UTracks aqctive holidays 

European active holiday specialist UTracks is offering a range of food and wine related packages including :


Bordeaux Vineyard Walk 
Staying in charming guesthouses, hotels and magnificent castles or wine chateaux, this trip offers the chance to sample world famous wines of the Bordeaux region. Hike among the surrounding coomb landscape a series of narrow, vine-covered valleys listed as a UNESCO World Heritage region. 


Alsace Gourmet Walk 


The Kayserberg Valley in central Alsace has a strong wine growing heritage and the wines are world-renowned particularly the Rieslings, Gewurztraminers and Pinot-Grays. The local cuisine, which has developed alongside the viticulture industry, includes such delicious specialties as tarte flambé, baeckeoffe, tarte alsacienne and numerous varieties of cheeses. 

Cycle The Rioja

Bordered by mountains with the Ebro River running through the middle, the Rioja region in northern Spain has a microclimate perfect for viticulture. This journey by bike is ideally suited to lovers of wine and fine dining, with opportunities to sample regional produce at cellar doors. 


Taste of Burgundy 
This cycle trip focuses on the charm of Burgundy's rolling landscape, quiet country roads and canalways, vineyards and charming old towns.

Visit : www.utracks.com. Contact : Tom Panagos at tom@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

Money and Beauty. Bankers, Botticelli and the Bonfire of the Vanities, , Florence, Italy

17 September 2011 to 22 January 2012

The Palazzo Strozzi stages exhibitions entirely conceived, curated and produced in Florence and , in this exhibition, masterpieces by Renaissance artists Botticelli, Filippo Lippi, Beato Angelico, Paolo Uccello, Donatello, Antonio del Pollaiolo, Domenico Veneziano, Memling and Lorenzo di Credi show how the modern banking system has developed in parallel with important artistic flowering.   
Visit : www.palazzostrozzi.org. Contact : Annie Roper at annie@suebond.co.uk.

Fleet Week, San Francisco

6 to 9 October 2011

Red And White Fleet has specialty cruises for Fleet Week . 

One of San Francisco’s most popular seasonal events, Fleet Week takes over San Francisco during the weekend of 6 to 9 October with a series of Navy-inspired events, entertainment and the Blue Angels air show.  Red And White Fleet offers special cruises during Fleet Week

Visit www.fleetweek.us and www.redandwhite.com Contact : Molly Blaisdell at mollyb22@gmail.com.

Events is Salzburg

St. Rupert's Fair and Dirndl Day

21 to 25 September 2011

The Harvest Festival in Salzburg is traditionally held from August to October and features over 2,000 events focusing on traditional customs and crafts in 73 towns throughout the province of Salzburg. 

In Salzburg the highlights include the traditional Harvest Festival Brunch and Ruperti Singing at Stiegl's Brauwelt, Dirndl Day & Harvest Festival at the Gössl Gwandhaus and St. Rupert's Fair.

Visit : www.rupertikirtag.at. 

Salzburg Culture Days 

12 to 24 October 2011

The Salzburg Culture Days will include the opera, "Madame Butterfly“ by Giacomo Puccini at the Large Festival Hall and orchestral concerts with Salzburg's Young Philharmonic Orchestra, the Salzburg Culture Society's symphony orchestra and the Philharmony of Nations. 

The annual Culture Days in October focus on opera, concert and ballet. 

www.kulturvereinigung.com

Jazz & the City

12 to 16 October 2011

Jazz & the City sees 100 concerts featuring over 400 musicians performed in the historic city center and its cafés, bars, squares and galleries with free admission to 50 venues. 

Visit : www.salzburgjazz.com.  

The Sound of Music

23 October 2011

The return of "The Sound of Music" musical premiers at the Salzburg State Theater on  23 October 2011.The musical will be in German with English supertitles.The Salzburg Museum will present a special exhibition on the Trapp Family at the Panorama Museum starting 4 November 4 2011. 

Visit : www.salzburger-landestheater.at and www.salzburgmuseum.at.

The Salzburg Jazz Festival

25 October to 6 November  2011

The Salzburg Jazz Festival is one of the most elegant jazz festivals in Europe. Established in 1996, it features international stars and Austrian jazz musicians.

Visit : www.salzburgerjazzherbst.at.
Salzburg Christmas Market

17 November to 26 december 2011

The Salzburg Christmas Market is held on Cathedral and Residence Square.

Visit : www.salzburg.info. Contact : Gunda Bleckmann at Bleckmann@salzburg.info.  
Basel Autumn Fair, Switzerland

29 October - 13 November 2011

The Basel Autumn Fair (Herbstmesse) has taken place every year since 1471. Funfair rides, market stalls, and catering outlets of all descriptions set up in seven locations throughout the city. 
The trade fair and the wine fair, which both take place during the first week of the event, are also permanent features of this popular traditional event.
 

Visit : www.basel.com[image: image21]. Contact : Nora Vondaeniken at nora.vondaeniken@basel.com.
Events in Taiwan 

Sun Moon Lake Music Festival

8 October-19 November 2011

One of Taiwan’s most beautiful locations is the setting for a series of concerts by the National Taiwan Symphony Orchestra and international guests, including a performance of Beethoven’s 9th Symphony in which the Orchestra is joined by the Schleswig-Holstein Festival Choir.  In all there eight concerts will take place on the lake shore, accompanied by colourful firework displays.
Visit : www.event.sunmoonlake.gov.tw. 

Cycling Festival 2011
5-13 November 2011


The second Taiwan Cycling Festival will take place this November in Yilan, Hualien and Taitung. Whilst the highlight of the Festival will be the 2011 Taiwan Cup, a 200-kilometre road race which attracts UCI-recognised teams and riders from all over the world, there will also be plenty of events and routes for experts and amateurs alike. 

Visit: www.taiwancup.com. 

Visit : www.taiwan.net.tw. Contact : Samantha Crossfield at samantha@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

Vancouver International Writers & Readers Festival
18 to 23 October 2011

The 24th Vancouver International Writers & Readers Festival is one of North America’s top literary events, attracting some of the world’s best writers (and readers) to Vancouver’s Granville Island. 

More than 100 authors from Canada, the United States, England, Scotland, Ireland, Sierra Leone, New Zealand, Australia, Germany and Jamaica will join thousands of readers at the annual festival for a wide variety of conversations, panel discussions, on-stage interviews and musical collaborations. 

Visit : www.writersfest.bc.ca. Contact : Jorden Hutchison at jhutchison@tourismvancouver.com. 
The Luxury Travel Fair, London

3 to 6 November 2011

The Luxury Travel Fair will be held at Olympia, London from Thursday, November 3 to Sunday 6 November 2011. It is the only dedicated consumer focused luxury travel event in the UK.

Press registration via : www.luxurytravelfair.com. Contact : silke lohmann at silke@exclamationpr.co.uk.

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Palau Eco Theme Park

The recently opened Palau Eco Theme Park features Palau’s only zip-line course for those who enjoy the adrenaline rush of flying above treetops.

Famous as a destination for underwater thrills, Palau now has its new sky adventure with a three-course zip-line soaring over the Taki Waterfall Park in the State of Ngardmau.

Zip lining only requires willingness to unleash one’s inner Tarzan and primal scream as he or she gets whisked along a cable, 250 feet from the ground, from one platform to another for a ride that goes from 30 seconds to one minute. 

Palau is an archipelago of more than 586 islands in the Pacific Ocean, 500 miles (800 km) east of the Philippines and 2,000 miles (3,200 km) south of Tokyo. It has about 20,000 inhabitants. 

Consistently ranked as one of the world's best dive destinations with 1,450 species of fish and 500 species of coral.

Visit www.visit-palau.com. Contact : Molly Blaisdell at mollyb22@gmail.com. 
Warner Bros. Studio Tour London – The Making of Harry Potter

Tickets for Warner Bros. Studio Tour London – The Making of Harry Potter will go on sale from October, prior to the attraction’s Grand Opening in Spring 2012.

Warner Bros. Studio Tour London – The Making of Harry Potter will offer visitors for the first time ever a unique behind-the-scenes tour of the most successful film series of all time. Guests will be able to see firsthand the sheer scale and detail of the actual sets, costumes, animatronics, special effects and props used in all eight of the Harry Potter films.

The attraction is spread over 150,000 square feet including two dedicated soundstages at Warner Bros. Studios Leavesden, the home of the Harry Potter film productions for over ten years.

Tickets for theWarner Bros. Studio Tour London – The Making of Harry Potter, which opens in Spring 2012, will be available from 13 October 2011. 

They are priced £28 for adults and £21 for children, and must be booked in advance via : www.wbstudiotour.co.uk. Contact Stu Frith at stu@romleydavies.com
Streets of Barcelona

Streets of Barcelona is a archive of images by photographic artist Catherine Hart’s collection of several thousand photographic images of the city. 

Visitors to the Catalan capital are rightly captivated by the art and architecture of Antoni Gaudi, Domenech i Montaner and Puig i Cadafalch as evidenced in Temple of the Holy Family (Sagrada Familia), the Casa Milà (known as La Pedrera) and Guell Park.

And yet many of the city’s finest treasures are to be found in the artisans’ tiles, intricately carved doors, benches and windows and ornate balcony ironwork.

A British citizen and qualified teacher, Catherine moved to Barcelona in the late 1970s to accept a job at a language school and, like so many others, fell in love with the City and stayed.

Catherine’s unique portfolio of images of Barcelona’s streets and parks, hallways, cafes and private homes forms the basis for a range of merchandising.

In addition, Catherine will be pleased to work with travel writers visiting Barcelona who would be interested in using her images to enhance their features.

Visit : www.streets-of-barcelona.com. Contact : Catherine Hart at ch_bcn@yahoo.com. 

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Embassy Suites-Waikiki Beach Walk, Hawaii

The Embassy Suites-Waikiki Beach Walk has been listed in Travel + Leisure magazine’s 2011 World's Best Hotels.

Travel + Leisure polls its readers annually to create an insider index of top destinations and companies for jetsetters. 

Embassy Suites-Waikiki Beach Walk was one of 25 properties in Hawaii that received ranking in this year's World's Best Hotels.

Visit : www.embassysuiteswaikiki.com. Contact Nancy Daniels at nancy.daniels@outrigger.com.

YMCA, The Rockies 

YMCA of the Rockies has two year-round family vacation and conference centers, in the heart of Colorado's Rocky Mountains. 

Estes Park Center is minutes from Rocky Mountain National Park and Snow Mountain Ranch is just a short distance from Winter Park. Camp Chief Ouray is a traditional summer overnight camp for children ages 7-17.

Visit : www.ymcarockies.org. Contact Laura Field at lfield@ymcarockies.org. 

The Hyatt Regency Chennai , India

The Hyatt Regency Chennai has opened on the Bay of Bengal.

It is a 5-star premium business hotel, located in the city’s central business district, 20 minutes from Anna International Airport and close to the Chennai Trade Centre, important government institutions, consulates and prime residential areas, including Boat Club Road and Poes Garden.

Visit : www.chennai.regency.hyatt.com. Contact : Charlotte Hill at charlotte@grifcopr.com.

Peter Island Resort & Spa, British Virgin Islands

The British Virgin Islands archipelago has 60 stunning islands scattered amid turquoise blue sea
Peter Island the largest private island within the British Virgin Islands, is part of the BVI that runs along the Sir Francis Drake Channel. It is south of Tortola, west of Virgin Gorda and east of the U.S. Virgin Islands 
The resort itself, and Islands Inns resort, has 32 ocean view rooms located by the marina and pool; 20 beach front junior suites on Deadman's Beach and three Villas are also available.
The spa, removed from the main resort, is located on Big Reef Bay offering pristine beaches for private yoga classes, brisk walking, sunbathing and a day of treatment.
Peter Island's on-site marina at Sprat Bay is a popular destination with yachtsmen from around the world.The deep-water marina features 15 slips and can accommodate up to 3 additional vessels alongside and a long T-dock for larger vessels.

Luxury yacht charters are arranged and many guests enjoy a few days on land combined with a high seas journey. The resort offers a fleet of motor yachts for trips.
Visit : www.peterisland.com. Contact : Kristin Rothbauer at kristin@anson-stoner.com.

AlilaVillas, Bali 

Alila Villas Uluwatu
Set high on southern Bali’s Bukit Peninsula, Alila Villas Uluwatu enjoys views of the Indian Ocean and the crashing surf below. 

The resort’s selection of exclusive three-bedroom Cliffside and Hillside villas offer the benefits of a private retreat with access to cliff-top dining at CIRE restaurant; world-class treatments at Spa Alila and an array of Alila Journeys.

Alila Villas Soori
Opened last year on the west coast of Bali, Alila Villas Soori offers access to a largely unexplored part of the island, with its black sand beaches close to the island’s Tanah Lot temple. 

Visit www.alilahotels.com. Contact : Ashley Wallis at aw@verypcc.com. 
Grand Hotel Kronenhof, Pontresina, Switzerland

Grand Hotel Kronenhof, located in Pontresina, six miles from St Moritz, offers the chance to enjoy the glitz of St Moritz, while staying in a peaceful mountain village.  

Grand Hotel Kronenhof opened in the first half of the 19th century as a guesthouse. However, the main part of the current building, which is a registered historical landmark, was built at the very end of the 19th century in neo-Baroque style. 
The latest addition, completed in November 2007 and costing CHF 50 million (approximately £30 million), consists of 28 new guest rooms and a spa complex covering more than 2000 square metres.

The hotel, which was awarded the title of GaultMillau Hotel of the Year in 2009, has four restaurants.

Visit : www.kronenhof.com. Contact : Sue Heady at sue@headycommunications.com. 
Starwood Hotels & Resorts 

Starwood Hotels & Resorts has announced plans to expand Sheraton and Westin's portfolio of hotel spas across Asia and the Middle East in the coming year.

Sheraton will increase its spa portfolio by nearly 50% with 10 openings this year; Westin will add six spas in 2011, increasing the Heavenly Spa portfolio by almost 20%. Sheraton and Westin will open its in-house, signature spa concepts in existing and new hotels with a primary focus in Asia. 

Shine Spa for Sheraton will make its debut at the Sheraton Yantai Golden Beach Resort, Sheraton Guangzhou Hotel, Sheraton Beijing Dongcheng Hotel, Sheraton Qinqyuan Resort and five other properties across Asia. 

Additionally, Shine Spa will open this year at the Sheraton Baku Airport Hotel in Azerbaijan. Heavenly Spa by Westin will open at The Westin Abu Dhabi Golf Resort & Spa and four hotels across China including The WestinWuhan Wuchang.

Visit : www.starwoodhotels.com. Contact : Imelda McAloon at Imelda.McAloon@starwoodhotels.com.

Pirate's Cove Resort & Marina, Stuart, Fla. 

Pirate's Cove Resort, a 50-room waterfront boutique hotel and marina overlooking the Manatee Pocket near downtown Stuart, Fla. 

The hotel is a favorite among boaters, families and other travelers looking for a weekend getaway, 

After purchasing Pirate's Cove in 2008, Steve and Faith Moynihan were joined by their daughters Desiree Freeman, Bridget Moynihan, Amanda Dicembrino and Emily Kasper in running the hotel.

Visit : www.piratescoveresort.com. Contact : Mickey Liera at mickey@unitedlandmark.com.

Swissôtel Hotels & Resorts

Swissôtel Hotels & Resorts is offering each guest the chance to choose a pillow.

The Swiss Pine pillow gives off a soothing scent of resin and reduces night-time perspiration around the head and neck, while the heat-regulating cotton-covered spelt pillow, filled with 1400g of organic spelt, eases tension in the back and neck. 

The neck-support pillow offers optimal pressure distribution - supporting neck, head and shoulders and features thermo-controlling and an anti-allergenic pillow made of 100% polyester designed especially for allergy and asthma sufferers.

Visit : www.swissotelathome.com. Contact : Eva-Maria Panzer at Eva-Maria.Panzer@swissotel.com.

Best Western Premier KC Speedway Inn & Suites, Kansas City

The Best Western Premier KC Speedway Inn & Suites, Kansas City, the company’s first in the state, has opebned in Village West, at the entrance to the Kansas Speedway and across from Livestrong Sporting Park.

The hotel is the eleventh Best Western Premier hotel to open in the United States. First introduced in North America in early 2011, the hotels offer travellers an upscale travel experience.  

Visit : www.bestwestern.com. Contact : press@TravelKsOk.co.ukDerek Mackenzie-Hook at .
The Boat Watch, Cornwall, UK

The Boat Watch is a two bedroom coastal property in the historic fishing village of Mousehole, just yards from the harbour, and with sea views and easy access to some of the best coastline Cornwall has to offer.


The property is above No2 Fore Street, a renowned award winning Bistro run by Raymond Blanc trained chef Joe Wardell. In addition to No 2 Fore Street, Mousehole has a number of other excellent restaurants including the Cornish Range and the Old Coastguard’s.

Visit : www.westcornwallcottageholidays.com. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

Hoteldorf Grüner Baum, Salzburg Alps, Austria

The family-owned Hoteldorf Grüner Baum in the Salzburg Alps has complete an 18-month 500,000 improvement programme.

The 84-room hotel, comprises five converted hunting lodges throughout a 78-acre private valley within the village of Bad Gastein, 
Thanks to the naturally radon-infused waters of the Gastein valley in which the 189-year-old Grüner Baum is located, it has long been popular with older guests who have visited for the curative effects of the thermal waters. 
The recent work has focused on enhancing the hotel’s appeal to families with young children and teenagers.
Visit : www.hoteldorf.com/en. Contact : Richard Rigby at Richard.Rigby@fourbgb.com.

The Cloister, Sea Island, Georgia, USA.

The 1,235-acre, five-star Cloister is located on Sea Island, Georgia, USA is part of the state’s Golden Isles.

The resort island also has he Sea Island Beach Club offering guests three swimming pools, in addition to private air-conditioned poolside cabanas. 

The resort also offers a variety of water sports, including snorkelling, swimming, and scuba lessons taught by certified instructors, and sailing schools and ocean kayaking clinics during the summer. Activities such as bicycle riding, fishing, nature tours, and horseback riding are also available as well as three golf courses. 

The four Golden Isles of Georgia are St. Simons Island, Sea Island, Jekyll Island, and Little St. Simons Island. 

The Isles are located an hour north of Jacksonville, Florida, and one hour south of Savannah, Georgia, and offer miles of beaches, outdoor activities, and shopping. 

In order to reach Sea Island, travellers drive on a long causeway across marshland. Much of the area remains in an environmentally natural state with mild weather year round.

Visit : www.cloister.com and www.georgiatourismusa.com. Contact Jane Wilson at jane@attachecommunications.co.uk. 

Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· The Mariott Paris Champs-Elysees, which is the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance members who are in the city on an assignment. Visit : www.parismarriott.com. Contact Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.

· PlanetWildlife, which specialises in wildlife holidays worldwide will be pleased to consider press trip requests from Alliance members www.planetwildlife.com Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk
· Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Ryder at lucy_ryder@bathtourism.co.uk. 
· City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.
· The German city of Frankfurt will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members. Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de.
· The Cyprus Tourism Organisation will host group and individual trips for Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitcyprus.com. Contact : June Field at june.field@kallaway.com. 

· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com.  Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@visitorlando.com.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel and its sister four-star Goldener Berg in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 
· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 
· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 
· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies at kate@holidaylettings.co.uk. 
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anne Kapranos at Anne@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk. 

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Sue Bradbury at jess@suebradburypr.com.
· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

	Travel products and services 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Kangol Headwear

Kangol’s straw hat collection will complement your every summer look with styles ranging from contemporary and classic trilby’s to glamorous beach brim hats.

Visit : www.kangolstore.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
Silhouette
Silhouette sunglasses provide 100% protection against UV A, B and C rays. If Silhouette’s IQ POL Sunglasses were suntan lotion, they would correspond to the European protection factor 32.

Visit : www.silhouette.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Simple

Californian footwear brand Simple has your feet ready for summer with these eco friendly organic cotton plimsoles. Exclusive to Schuh, they are available in white and navy with ribbon laces- the perfect footwear for French Riviera chic.

Visit : www.simpleshoes.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Mitchum

Keep your cool when the temperature rises this summer with Mitchum Anti-Perspirant and

Deodorant. Available in stick, roll on and aerosol variants it will keep you feeling ‘just showered fresh’ all day.

Visit : www.mitchum.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Teva

Teva’s Contoured Ribbon Mush is the most comfortable flip flop in the world. Using state of the art memory foam you will feel like you are walking on clouds when walking on the beach, boardwalk or pavement this summer.

Visit : www.teva.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
John Masters Organics

Make every day a day at the beach with John Masters Organics Sea Mist Sea Salt Spray with Lavender. It protects the hair and provides extra body, volume and texture, also helping to enhance curls for natural beach beautiful hair.

Visit : www.johnmasters.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Terms & Conditions:

· subject to availability at time of booking

· valid rental & booking period: Jan 1st - Dec 31, 2011 

· offer valid for car rentals in Switzerland, Italy, France & Monaco, Germany

· applies to all car categories and Elite Rent-a-Car rental tariffs (Shopping/Tradition)

· blackout period for complimentary car upgrade is 1 July to 15 September 15 to 31 December 2011

· Elite Rent to be mentioned and contacts included in fact box of subsequent editorial feature

Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com
Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7630 4620. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk.

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.
Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 
In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com

	Issue 104 : September 2011:  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

The 2nd Global Bird Watchers Conference, Gujarat, India

19 to 22 January 2012.

Alliance members are invited to rrequest a place on the 2nd Global Bird Watchers Conference, Gujarat, India takes place at Ahmedabad with field trips in the area. 

The press trip will be fully funded by Tourism Corporation of Gujarat 

Gujarat is a state in western India. It has a coastline of 1,600 km, most of which lies on the Kathiawar peninsula.

It is bordered by Rajasthan to the north, Maharashtra to the south, Madhya Pradesh to the east and the Arabian Sea as well as the Pakistani province of Sindh on the west. Its capital is Gandhinagar, while its largest city is Ahmedabad. 

Gujarat has 831 wetlands areas with 438 coastal and 393 inland, including 231 reservoirs. 

Apart from providing food and habitat to a variety of resident birds, the wetlands in the state provides the perfect habitat for migratory birds. 

The important bird species in Gujarat are :

· the Great Indian Bustard

· Houbara Bustard

· Lesser Florican

· four species of harriers

· the Lesser Flamingo

· Sarus Crane

· Demoiselle Crane

· Common Crane

· three species of Pelicans

· six species of Strors, and

· four species of Bulbuls

The Flamingo City in Kachchh is the breeding ground for the Lesser Flamingoes that visit the area in millions for breeding and the Great Indian Bustards are found in the Kachchh Great Indian Bustard Sanctuary

Visit : www.gujarattourism.com. For more information on the press trip contact : Uttej Rao at uttej@jnraoindia.com.

Great Hotels of the World

Great Hotels of the World offers a collection of the best 4 and 5 star luxury hotels and resorts. 

Each hotel is selected for its dedication to the highest standards of luxury, unique sophistication, surroundings and innovative facilities.

Great Hotels of the World are very happy to accommodate Alliance members at its member properties worldwide.

Visit : www.ghotw.com. Contact : Ashleigh Silverman at asilverman@ghotw.com. 
The Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta

The Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta® will take place October 1 through October 9. 

What started as a radio promotion in 1972, with 13 balloons in attendance, has grown to be the largest gathering of balloons and most photographed event in the world. This year’s event will feature more than 500 hot air and gas balloons taking to the skies during the nine day event.  View complete release.  

Alliance members are invited to obtain media credentials for the event.

Visit :www.balloonfiesta.com/media. Contact : Megan Mayo at media@itsatrip.org.
The Swan, Lavenham, Suffolk UK

The iconic 15th century Swan at Lavenham, in the English county of Suffolk, has just completed a two year refurbishment that has seen the elegant public areas and 45 bedrooms and suites revitalised, plus a new reception area and the opening of its contemporary-style Brasserie.

Steeped in history, the half-timbered Swan Hotel is a charming, quintessentially English hotel, set in the heart of one’s of the country’s best preserved Tudor villages. 
It dates back to the 1400s when it played a key role in Lavenham's burgeoning wool trade. Widely recognised as one of the region’s landmark hotels, 
The Swan, which has an AA four star rating and an AA two rosette restaurant, will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance member.
Visit : www.theswanatlavenham.co.uk. Contact :Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com
Combe House, near Exeter, Devon UK

Combe House, winner of the 2010 Devon Hotel of the Year Award - is is a Grade I Elizabethan Manor located in a 3,500 acre country estate where Arabian horses and pheasants roam freely.

Combe is approached by a mile long drive from the picture postcard village of Gittisham and is close to the sea and a short drive from the Cathedral city of Exeter.

Tucked away in the woods at the entrance is the restored Combe Thatch Cottage – a romantic hideaway for two with its own private walled garden.

Combe House will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members.

Visit www.combehousedevon.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com
The Sandman Signature Hotel Newcastle, UK 

The Sandman Signature Hotel Newcastle, which opens on 5 September 2011, is the first hotel to be launched in the UK by the Canada-based Sandman Signature Group. 
The boutique hotel is in the heart of the city in what was formerly the headquarters of Scottish and Newcastle Brewery. 
Visit : www.sandmansignature.com. For press facility visits contact : Bernice Saltzer at bernice@SortedPR.com. 
Bed&Fed: Unique Places to Stay 

Bed&Fed is a network of ‘home from home’ guest rooms across the UK and Ireland that offers visitors an experience similar to staying with family friends with kitchen supper, bed and a simple breakfast.

With Bed&Fed guests could find themselves staying :

· in an 18th century schoolhouse with the Dowdings in Hampshire

· in a sleek Edinburgh townhouse with the Sempills 

· with the Ogden’s who live in a restored 350 years old, Grade II listed farmhouse in Meopham, near London

· with Ann Monk has her 1691 farmhouse in the heart of historic Hampshire, which was frequently visited by Jane Austin

· in Somerset, with the Richmonds who grow their own organic fruit and vegetables on their Grade II listed farm

· with Elizabeth Cope (a well-known Irish artist) and her husband Geoffrey are the hosts at Shankill Castle (1708) in Kilkenny where their son and daughter are also artists. 

All Bed&Fed accommodation costs between just £35/€40 - £50/€55 per person per night.

Visit : www.bedandfed.co.uk. To request review accommodation at any Bed&Fed property contact : Annabella Forbes at chiefchick@bedandfed.co.uk. 
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Best of Britain & Ireland

Best of Britain & Ireland is the ‘must attend’ travel trade industry event of the year, attracting hundreds of exhibitors from across England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales and thousands of domestic and international trade buyers, visitors and media.

This ‘trade only’ event showcases the tourism product of Britain and Ireland, highlights new developments in the sector, provides networking, business opportunities and educational seminars for exhibitors and trade visitors aimed at increasing tourism business and profit for buyers and suppliers.

It has the full support of Britain and Ireland’s tourism industries.

Visit : www.bestofbritainandirelandevent.co.uk. Contact : Sam Warnock at sam@expom.co.uk. 

Melbourne and Victoria CVB

MCVB is a not-for-profit company that markets Melbourne and Victoria as a premier business events destination, identifies and bids for business events, and provides free assistance to associations to bid for national and international business events. 

Melbourne has a long history in staging successful major events and conferences.

Visit : www.mcvb.com.au. Contact : Rebecca Elliott at rebecca.elliott@mcvb.com.au.

The Ski Club of Great Britain

The Ski Club of Great Britain is a not-for-profit snowsports club which offers membership benefits to 33,000 members.


Visit : www.skiclub.co.uk. Contact : Victoria Norman at vicky.norman@skiclub.co.uk.

The Quad Cities (USA)

As the largest metropolitan area on the Mississippi River between Minneapolis and St. Louis, the Quad Cities is made up of the riverfront cities of Rock Island and Moline/East Moline in Illinois, and Davenport and Bettendorf in Iowa.  

The Quad Cities--home to over 400,000 residents--is an easy 2½-hour drive from Chicago, Illinois, or Des Moines, Iowa, or flight in to the Quad City International Airport in Moline.  

The Quad Cities is the only place where the mighty river runs east to west and the area offers affordable adventures, including: 

· John Deere world headquarters

· gaming and non-gaming riverboats

· historical sites

· Native American sites

· Museums

· golf, bike paths

· dining, shopping, and exciting festivals and special events. 

Visit : www.visitquadcities.com. Contact : Jessica Waytenick at jwaytenick@visitquadcities.com.

Festival du Voyageur (Canada)

Dubbed “The World’s Largest Kitchen Party”, Festival du Voyageur celebrates the joie de vivre of the fur traders, who established the Red River Colony and the ever-growing French-Canadian community in Western Canada. 

The spirit and culture of the Voyageur is present in the vibrant community that comes together to celebrate, every February, their history through this event.


Visit : www.festivalvoyageur.mb.ca. Contact : Emili Bellefleur at ebellefleur@festivalvoyageur.mb.ca 

Le Grand Lodge (Canada)

Le Grand Lodge is a Scandinavian-style log four-star hotel and conference center located in the internationally renowned resort destination of Mont-Tremblant, Québec, Canada. 

It boasts 111 suites fully equipped with kitchens and fireplaces, a private beach on Lake Ouimet, spa services, sauna, steam room, exercise facilities, semi-Olympic indoor pool and a wide range of four season activities. 

Its modern conference facilities can accommodate up to 600 and offers all the latest technology. The award-winning restaurant Chez Borivage has become a destination unto itself.

Visit : www.legrandlodge.comContact : Johanne Emond at emondj@sympatico.ca. 
Groupaccommodation.com

Groupaccommodation.com has been providing thousands of profitable group bookings for its owners for more than 7 years. It is the market leader and our owners stay with us year on year.

Visit : www.groupaccommodation.comContact : Denice Hill at denicehill@groupaccommodation.com.

Lama (Dubai)

Lama is one of the top DMC company basd in Dubai, UAE with highly professional staff providng best services to our client. The company also provides a hotel booking services with over 80,000 hotels around the world.

Visit : www.lama.ae. Contact : Bishwanath Sharma at biswanaths@live.com.

Hobnob Tours (USA)

Hobnob Tours provides historical walking tours in San Francisco, California. Several neighborhoods are explored during easy two hour walks: fashionable Nob Hill, stately Financial District and artistic Union Square and Chinatown.


Visit : www.hobnobtours.com. Contact : Valarie Huff at valtour@comcast.net.
Sun Ocean (Maldives) 

Sun Ocean is a leading Maldives based travel agency that can arrange flight and tour handling, hotel bookings, diving safaris in the Maldives and Sri Lanka. 

Visit : www.sunoceanmaldives.com. Contact : Mohamed Saeed at m.saeed@sunoceanmaldives.com.

Agencies 
Luxe PR

Luxe Public Relations is a dynamic and creative agency, specialising in PR for luxury and design hotels, serviced apartments, restaurants and spas.

They are one of the leading agencies in the sector with the ability to generate high quality media coverage of their clients in both UK and international publications.

Visit : www.luxepr.com. Contact : Tamsin Cocks at tamsin@luxepr.com  

Explore Communications (UK)

Explore Communications is a public relations and marketing consultancy for the travel and leisure industries.


Contact : Rachel Martin at rachel@explorepr.co.uk
Anne Abrams (USA)

Anne Abrams is a free lance marketing and public relations consultant based in the Bay Area/Northern California, specializing in entertainment, lifestyle, food/wine and travel projects.

Contact : Anne Abrams at goanne@comcast.net 

Alpha Dog Public Relations USA

Alpha Dog Public Relations is a recognized leader in the hospitality industry, providing public relations and marketing services for resorts, spas, restaurants and other luxury services and goods. President Susan Hartzler is a veteran in the industry with more than 30 years experience.


Visit : www.alphadogpr.com. Susan Hartzler at susan@alphadogpr.com 

	News


Vietnam Airlines’

London will become 27th destination and 14th country served by Vietnam Airlines’ in December 2011.

A member of the SkyTeam alliance since June 2010, Vietnam Airlines’ route network covers 20 cities in Vietnam and extends internationally to destinations in Europe, Asia and Australia.  Plans are underway to launch services to the US west coast.

Visit : www.vietnamairlines.com. Contact : Louise Cook at louise@bacall.net.

The VisitBritain Hosted Buyers Marketplace

The European Tour Operators Association (ETOA) and UKinbound have joined forces with VisitBritain to plan the VisitBritain Hosted Buyers Marketplace (HBM), which will take place in 2012. 
It will provide an opportunity for British tourism suppliers and destinations to meet and do business with 150 specially selected international buyers from some 20 countries being brought over and hosted by VisitBritain for the occasion. 
The Hosted Buyers Marketplace will be held at Wembley Stadium on 19 March 2012, the day prior to ETOA and UKinbound’s well-established Britain & Ireland Marketplace (BIM) at the same venue. 
Participating markets include Australia, Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Canada, China, France, Germany, Hong Kong, India, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Russia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, UAE and the USA. 
Online registration for both events will be live in mid-September. For more information on or to register an interest in these events, please contact info@etoa.org or call 020 7499 4412. 

Visit : www.etoa.org and www.visitbritain.org. Contact : Mark Di-Toro at mark.di-toro@visitbritain.org. 

Virgin Atlantic

New mood lighting has been introduced into the cabins of Virgin Atlantic’s latest A330 aircraft to encourage relaxing, stress-free air travel for its passengers.

 

Visit : www.virginatlantic.com. Contact Anna Catchpole at anna.catchpole@fly.virgin.co
What's Happening Magazine, UK

What's Happening Magazine is looking for travel features.

Visit : www.whatshappewningmagazine.net. Contact : Mike Mendoza at mikehappeningmag@aol.com. 

Snowdonia National Park, Wales

The autumn scenery and wildlife of the Snowdonia National Park have provided the inspiration for a new weekend photography course planned for October.

 

The Slate Shed B & B at Graig Wen, Arthog, near Dolgellau has teamed up with experienced professional photographer Jeremy Moore to arrange the course from 13-16 October 2011. 

Visit : www.slateshed.co.uk and www.wild-wales.com. Contact : Sarah at sarah@graigwen.co.uk.

La Ciotat, France

The Plage Lumière in La Ciotat has introduced Europe’s only beach smoking ban. 

Visit www.en.tourisme-laciotat.com. Contact : Sabrina Delcuratolo at sabrina@firstpr.co.uk.
	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Somerset’s Guy Fawkes Carnivals, UK
November is carnival month in the UK county of Somerset, with eight night time processions that are as spectacular as any in the world.

Over 100 huge floats illuminated by thousands of light bulbs and which take a year to create, pass through the streets in a tradition stretching back to the 1600's and the Gunpowder plot. 

 

The November carnivals start with the biggest in Bridgwater on 4 November, with the three hour procession followed by Squibbing (the simultaneous firing of lots of large fireworks) in the High Street. 

Visit : www.bridgwatercarnival.org.uk
The other carnival dates are :

· North Petherton : 5 November 

· Burnham-on-Sea/Highbridge : 7 November 

· Shepton Mallet  : 9 November 

· Midsomer Norton : 10 November 

· Wells - 11 November 

· Glastonbury : 12 November, and 

· Weston-super-Mare : 14 November

Visit : www.visitsomerset.co.uk. Contact :  Yolanda Copes-Stepney at Yolanda.Copes-Stepney@visitengland.org.

The Canyons, Utah

The Canyons, Utah's Largest Single Ski And Snowboard Resort, is located in Park City, Utah. 

Located just 4 miles from historic Main Street, Canyons is the closest Park City ski resort to the Salt Lake City International airport yet close enough to enjoy all the nightlife, dining and shopping that the town of Park City has to offer. 

Over 100 bars and restaurants are just minutes away as well as all the other activities you should expect from a world class four season resort town. 

Visit : www.thecanyons.com. Contact : Caitlin Martz at cmartz@thecanyons.com. 
Dolomite Mountain Biking Tour 

Dolomite Mountains has announced a new mountain biking trip through Italy's Dolomite Mountains that follows the route of the Südtirol Sellaronda HERO, an international sporting event akin to Tour de France.

Dolomite Mountains s.r.l. is the only local company based in the Dolomites that creates adventure experiences within the Dolomite valleys.

Visit : www.DolomiteMountains.com. Contact Alexia Nestora at alexia@lassocommunications.com. 

BikeToursDirect

BikeToursDirect provides a central resource for bicycle tours in Europe. The US company represents European and other overseas bicycle tour companies—currently nearly 200 routes in 30 countries—as well as local and regional tourist offices.
Visit : www.biketoursdirect.com. Contact Jennifer Hoff at jennifer@biketoursdirect.com

BnBFinder.com

A recent study titled : 2011 Portrait of American Travelers found eight out of ten leisure travellers interested in staying at a bed & breakfast in the coming year. 

The personalized service and amenities provided by the inns were cited as reasons for their decision. 

Visit : www.bnbfinder.com. Contact : Rich Rodriguez at rich@bnbfinder.com. 
Malawi

Ulendo Airlink is now serving the key Malawi tourist destinations of Likoma Island, the southern Lakeshore and Zambia's South Luangwa National Park, as well as Lilongwe and Blantyre.

The Republic of Malawi is a landlocked country in southeast Africa that was formerly known as Nyasaland. It is bordered by Zambia to the northwest, Tanzania to the northeast, and Mozambique on the east, south and west. The country is separated from Tanzania and Mozambique by Lake Malawi. 

Visit : www.flyulendo.com and www.malawitourism.com. Kelly White at enquiries@malawitourism.com


VisitBritain

VisitBritain is Britain's national tourism agency, responsible for marketing Britain worldwide and developing Britain’s visitor economy. 
A non-departmental public body, funded by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport, it works in partnership with thousands of organisations in the UK and overseas ― the Government, the industry and our strategic partners in London, England, Scotland and Wales.

VisitBritain’s will be looking to take advantage of the unique opportunity of the Royal Wedding, the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the 2012 Olympic Games to showcase Britain and attract new visitors from the tourism growth markets of Asia and Latin America and to reinvigorate our appeal in core markets such as the USA, France and Germany. 
Visit : www.visitbritain.org. Contact : Mark Di-Toro at mark.di-toro@visitbritain.org. 

Fabulous Follies, Palm Springs 

The Fabulous Palm Springs Follies returns with its new show entitled Hot !Hot! Hot! playing 1 November 2011 to 20 May  2012, which celebrates summer holidays with a music and dance-filled journey through Mid-Century America.

Visit and www.psfollies.com and www.VisitPalmSprings.com. Contact : Claire Winsor at claire@humewhitehead.co.uk
Oxfordshire, UK 

Oxfordshire is a county in the South East region of England, bordering on Warwickshire and Northamptonshire (to the north/northeast), Buckinghamshire (to the east), Berkshire (to the south), Wiltshire (to the southwest) and Gloucestershire (to the west).

Visit : www.visitoxfordandoxfordshire.com. Contact : Heather Armitage at Harmitage@oxford.gov.uk.

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

The Art of Being British – St James’s At Your Service, London

10 September 2011 

Taking place along the full length of Jermyn Street, in the heart of St James’s, London, the event is hosted by The Crown Estate and the Jermyn Street Association, encouraging visitors from all over the world to celebrate the service and craftsmanship of the many retailers, cafes, restaurants and bars in and around Jermyn Street.
Professional valets and butlers will be passing on some tricks of the trade to visitors.

Visit : www.jermynstreet.net. Contact : Susie Howard at susie.howard@sisteris.com. 
World Creole Music Festival, Dominica 

28 to 30 October 2011

The Caribbean island of Dominica will host the 15th World Creole Music Festival from 28 to 30 October. The Festival provides a platform for Creole music and culture and showcases the island’s own local talent. 

Visit www.discoverdominica.com. Contact : Chloe Buchanan at chloe@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 
Fall and winter events in the USA

American Film Institute (AFI) Fest, Los Angeles, CA

3 to 10 November 2011

The 10-day AFI International Film Festival in Los Angeles has screenings at historic Hollywood venues such as Grauman’s Chinese Theatre, the Mann Chinese 6 at the Hollywood & Highland Center, and the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel.  

Visit : www.afi.com. 

Visit : www.discoveramerica.com. Contact : Rebecca Felber at RFelber@ustravel.org.

Kona Coffee Cultural Festival, Hawaii, HI

4 to 13 November 

This is Hawaii’s oldest food festival, with an international lantern parade, a Miss Kona Coffee pageant, a coffee cupping competition, cultural costumes and art exhibits, and of course, coffee tasting. 

Visit : www.konacoffeefest.com.

National Gingerbread House, Asheville, NC

17 November 201to  2 January 2012

This event displays the culinary craftsmanship of hundreds of imaginative and enchanting gingerbread creations at the annual competition held at the Grove Park Inn Resort & Spa, a landmark of grandeur in the beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains. 

Visit : www.groveparkinn.com.

Oglebay Winter Festival of Lights, Wheeling, WV

11 November 2011 to 8  January 2012

More than one million lights illuminate nearly three hundred acres (121 hectares) of West Virginia hills at one of the nation’s largest holiday light shows. 

Throughout the six-mile (9.7 kilometers) drive, 75 larger-than-life displays dazzle guests, including glowing versions of Peanuts comic strip characters, Cinderella, and a Ferris wheel. 

Visit : www.oglebay-resort.com. 

A Country Christmas at Gaylord Opryland, Nashville, TN

18 November 2011 to 3 January 2012

Christmas with country flair as Opryland entertains guests with holiday favorites such as the Radio City Christmas Spectacular starring the Rockettes.  

Visit : www.gaylordhotels.com.

Festival of Tree, Tulsa, OK

9 November to 11 December 2011

The 27th annual Festival of Trees ushers in the holidays at the Philbrook Museum of Art with an array of elaborate trees and unique decorations designed by local professional and student artists. 

Visit : www.philbrook.org.

Yellowstone Ski Festival, West Yellowstone, MT

22 to 26 November 

Skiers from all around the world to learn and train on the renowned Rendezvous Trail System in the snowy mountains of Montana. 

The festival features ski camps, manufacturers’ exhibits, motivational talks, clinics, and racing events. 

Visit : www.yellowstoneskifestival.com. 

Macy’s Annual Thanksgiving Day Parade, New York, NY

24 November 2011

As one of New York City’s top annual events, Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade has elaborate floats, marching bands, Broadway performers, recording artists, and most famously, the giant helium-filled balloons, attracting more than 2.5 million spectators each year to the holiday tradition.

Visit : www.nycgo.com.

72nd Annual Detroit Lions Thanksgiving Game, Detroit, MI

24 November 2011

A family-oriented Illinois tradition with hundreds of hand-crafted, whimsical scarecrows on display, live music and food.

Visit : www.detroitlions.com. 

Dolfest, Girdwood, AK
17 to 19 December 2011


Alaska’s premier ski destination celebrates the winter solstice and lights up the shortest day of the year with bonfires, musicians, fire and blacklight performers.

Visit : www.alyeskaresort.com.

Winter Whale Watching Week, OR
26 December 2011 to 1 January 2012


Witness the annual migration of grey whales as they pass by on their 12,000-mile (19,300-kilometers) swim south to the birthing lagoons of Baja, Mexico. Trained volunteers will be present at whale watching sites to enrich your brush with the beauty of nature. 


Visit : www.whalespoken.org. 

DiscoverAmerica.com provides travel information on all 50 states from the U.S. Travel Association and the U.S. Department of Commerce.
Visit : www.discoveramerica.com. Contact : Allie Baer at ABaer@ustravel.org.

October events in Taiwan 

2011 Asia-Pacific Traditional Arts Festival
1-10 October 2011


Groups from across the Asia-Pacific region will converge on Yilan County to perform traditional songs, dances and to share other aspects of their vibrant, diverse cultures.


Visit : www.ncfta.gov.tw. 
 
‘Double Ten Day’ (National Day)
10 October 2011

Taiwan’s National Day celebrations take place across the island, with entertainments and ceremonies across all of Taiwan’s major cities, where spectacular fireworks displays provide a fitting finale.  

Visit : www.taiwan.net.tw.   
 
Huashan Living Arts Festival
1-31 October 2011


The 2011 Huashan Living Arts Festival in Taipei will use performance arts to showcase Taiwan’s creative energy, with the location  - the redeveloped Huashan Creative Park  -  as a symbol of inspiration.


Visit : www.hlaf.com.tw. Visit : www.taiwan.net.tw. Alliance members interested in visiting Taiwan on an individual or group press trip should contact : David Ezra at david@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 
	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

America’s national parks

Described as “America’s best idea”, the National Parks system encompasses nearly 400 parks and historic sites across the country.

The top ten parks are :

· Arizona’s Grand Canyon, which is one mile deep, 277 miles long and up to 18 miles wide. 
· Yellowstone National Park, which was created in Montana and Wyoming in 1872, and is the first national park in the world. It’s best known for Old Faithful geyser, which spews boiling water skyward roughly every 90 minutes

· California’s Yosemite National Park, where the 2,425-foot Yosemite Falls is the highest measured waterfall in North America

· Central Park, New York City, has two skating rinks, 250 acres of lawns and dozens of bridges.

· Florida’s Everglades National Park, where are essential for navigating the largest subtropical wilderness in the USA and home to the Florida panther, American crocodile and West Indian manatee.
· Chicago’s Grant Park located downtown and Lake Michigan. 
· Acadia National Park, Maine, which covers most of granite-peaked Mount Desert Island. 
· Tennessee’s Great Smoky Mountains National Park

· The Rocky Mountain National Park in Colorado, which has more than 60 peaks over 12,000 feet, and 
· The Golden Gate Park, California, which stretches three miles from San Francisco’s Haight-Ashbury neighborhood to the Pacific Ocean

Visit : www.nps.gov and www.discoveramerica.com/ca/activities/national-parks-activity. Contact : Laiura at laura@cellet.co.uk.  

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Outrigger Laguna Phuket Resort and Villas, Thailand 

The 26-hectare Outrigger Laguna Phuket Resort and Villas, Thailand,  has opened 19 ultra spacious new self contained suites in a mountain-view area of the property.

Visit : www.outriggerthailand.com. Contact : Contact Nancy Daniels at nancy.daniels@outrigger.com.  

Peter Island Resort & Spa, British Virgin Islands

The British Virgin Islands archipelago has 60 stunning islands scattered amid turquoise blue sea
Peter Island the largest private island within the British Virgin Islands, is part of the BVI that runs along the Sir Francis Drake Channel. It is south of Tortola, west of Virgin Gorda and east of the U.S. Virgin Islands 
The resort itself, and Islands Inns resort, has 32 ocean view rooms located by the marina and pool; 20 beach front junior suites on Deadman's Beach and three Villas are also available.
The spa, removed from the main resort, is located on Big Reef Bay offering pristine beaches for private yoga classes, brisk walking, sunbathing and a day of treatment.
Peter Island's on-site marina at Sprat Bay is a popular destination with yachtsmen from around the world.The deep-water marina features 15 slips and can accommodate up to 3 additional vessels alongside and a long T-dock for larger vessels.

Luxury yacht charters are arranged and many guests enjoy a few days on land combined with a high seas journey. The resort offers a fleet of motor yachts for trips.
Island Inns specializes in luxury hotels and villas throughout the Caribbean and the Bahamas.
Visit : www.islandinns.com. Contact : Kristin Rothbauer at kristin@anson-stoner.com.

Cheval Residences

Cheval Residences provide luxury, fully-serviced, mews houses, apartments, townhouses and city cottages located in desirable London locations including Kensington Gardens, Knightsbridge' and Hyde Park.

Designed for short or extended stays, Cheval Residences has 300 apartments across six properties in the most sought after London locations.

The company has now appointed the ‘House of Kooser’ to develop the Cheval Residences’ brand in North America.

Visit www.chevalresidences.com and  www.houseofkooser.com. Contact : Alison Hull at alison@luxepr.com.

Château Les Carrasses, Languedoc-Roussillon, France 

Château Les Carrasses, a 19th century wine domain and chateau estate, which opened in July as a luxury hotel, in the Languedoc-Roussillon region of the south of France, has announced a series of hosted wine workshops and qualification courses available throughout the autumn season. 
Once a thriving winery, the last bottling at the Château was in 1988. Held in the vineyard they allow guests to get a taste of the lesser know wine region and gain a deeper understanding and appreciation of the fine wines it is producing.  
Visit www.lescarrasses.com. Contact : Melissa Holstegge at Melissa.Holstegge@brightergroup.com.
Park Hyatt Vienna

With a planned opening in 2013, the Park Hyatt Vienna is being created within an historic building in the city’s First District.

Situated on Am Hof, one of Vienna’s largest squares within the First District, which was added to the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2001, the hotel will be located in the heart of the most exclusive shopping district in Vienna and within walking distance of the city’s famous Opera House and other important sights, historic monuments, and museums. 

One of fourteen Park Hyatt hotels under development worldwide, the Park Hyatt Vienna will become its hotel in Austria and the seventh Park Hyatt in Europe.

Thirteen previously-announced Park Hyatt hotels are also under development in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates; Além-Tejo, Portugal; St. Georges, Bermuda; Changbaishan, Guangzhou, Hangzhou, Ningbo, and Sanya Sunny Bay, China; Chennai, Hyderabad, and Mumbai, India; Marrakech, Morocco; and New York, United States.  

Four of these new properties are dueu to open in the latter half of 2011.

Visit www.parkhyatt.com. Contact : Charlotte Hill at charlotte@grifcopr.com. 

The Meliá Génova, Italy

Meliá Hotels International will open the five star Meliá Génova, Italy on 4 Seoptember 2011 as the third hotel operated by the company in the country. 

The Meliá Génova is located in Vía Corsica, in the heart of the city, in an historical building built in 1929 and now refurbished and converted into the Meliá Génova.

Before the end of the year the Spanish company will also open its second hotel in the Italian capital, the Gran Meliá Roma.

Meliá Hotels International was founded in 1956 in Palma de Mallorca (Spain) and is one of the world’s largest resort hotel chains, as well as Spain’s leading hotel chain. 

It currently provides more than 350 hotels in 35 countries on 4 continents under its brands: Gran Meliá, Meliá, ME, Innside, Tryp by Wyndham, Sol and Paradisus. Its product and service portfolio is complemented by Club Meliá, the only vacation club operated by a Spanish company. 

Visit : www.melia.com. Contact : comunicacion@melia.com.

Grand Hyatt Goa, India

Hyatt Hotels has opened the Grand Hyatt Goa on India’s west coast. The first Hyatt hotel to be located in vibrant North Goa, the hotel and spa are built in the architectural style of a 17th century Indo-Portuguese palace. 

Located on the Bambolim Bay, the resort is situated just over four miles (7 km) from the capital city of Panaji and is located 20 minutes from the airport by car. 

Grand Hyatt Goa joins Park Hyatt Goa Resort and Spa, located in South Goa.

Visit : www.goa.grand.hyatt.com. Contact : Lucia Roberts at lucia@grifcopr.com.

Palm Springs

The Renaissance Palm Springs Hotel

The Renaissance Palm Springs Hotel has opened Spa Del Sol offering spa treatments within steps from the pool. By appointment only, guests can indulge in massage treatments, facials, wraps, and poolside cabana treatments based on season.  

Visit : www.renaissancepalmspringshotel.com.

Pura Vida 

Located in the Warm Sands area, a new eight-suite boutique hotel opened in June 2011 catering to adult men. 

The new owners, David Reid and Mark Oliver, will offer an all-inclusive experience from airport pickup to breakfast, special occasion packages, concierge services, poolside cocktail hour and more. Palm Springs has one of the highest concentrations of LGBT resorts in the world.  

Visit : www.puravidaps.com.

Los Arboles Hotel

Located in downtown Palm Springs,the Los Arboles Hotel's new 21 rooms and suites offer guests amenities normally found only in larger properties.  

www.losarboleshotel.com 

Visit : www.VisitPalmSprings.com. Contact : Claire Winsor at claire@humewhitehead.co.uk
Elephant Pepper Camp, Kenya

Elephant Pepper Camp, Kenya has been awarded the Eco-Rating certification by Ecotourism Kenya, for outstanding levels of socio-economic investment, responsible resource use and environmental conservation.

Elephant Pepper Camp is situated in the protected Mara North Conservancy wilderness area.  

The camp is located away from other lodges, in the heart of the African bush, with canvas tents furnished with en suite bathrooms with eco-friendly flush toilets and traditional safari showers. 

Visit : www.elephantpeppercamp.com and www.ecotourismkenya.org. Contact : Cheli & Peacock at charlotte@chelipeacock.co.ke.

The Macdonald Elmers Court Hotel & Resort, Lymington UK

Situated on the edge of the New Forest National Park near Lymington, the Macdonald Elmers Court Hotel & Resort has views of Hampshire’s stunning Solent coast. 

The original manor house, which dates back to 1820, is set in 23 acres of private grounds with facilities for a variety of outdoor activities plus two restaurants, a spa and 42 bedrooms set around separate courtyards.  

The hotel is located for exploring the New Forest on foot, bike or horseback while the open top bus tour, which runs until end September, gives a good introduction to the wonderful heath and wooded landscapes. 

Around 4,000 ponies roam freely; although they appear to be wild the animals are in fact owned by people called commoners who have historic right to graze them in the park. 

September to December is a particularly good time to visit the New Forest to catch a show of orange, yellow and gold leaves in any of the wooded areas. 

It’s also said to be home to around 2,700 types of fungi many of which make appearances in the autumn, look around your feet and above your head on tree trunks and branches for their may different shapes and colours or join an organised Fungi Foray.

The Georgian market town of Lymington is around 15 minutes walk with its many shops, designer boutiques and galleries as well as two marinas and ferry for day trips to Yarmouth on the nearby Isle of Wight.  

Visit www.MacdonaldHotels.co.uk/ElmersCourt. Contact : Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com.

The Tanjong Jara Resort, Malaysia

The Tanjong Jara Resort, located on Peninsular Malaysia’s east coast, is undergoing a redevelopment and refurbishment between October 2011 and March 2012.

The resort is owned by YTL Hotels, whose Pangkor Laut Resort, was voted the world’s best resort in 2003.

In recent years YTL Hotels has added hotels in Saint-Tropez, Niseko Village, and Shanghai and in 2012 will open in Borneo, in addition to the portfolio in Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia and the UK. 

Visit www.ytlhotels.com. Contact : EJ Flynn at EJ@grifcopr.com. 

Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Great Hotels of the World are very happy to accommodate Alliance members at its member properties worldwide.Visit : www.ghotw.com. Contact : Ashleigh Silverman at asilverman@ghotw.com. 
· Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Ryder at lucy_ryder@bathtourism.co.uk. 
· City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.
· The German city of Frankfurt will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members. Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de.
· The Cyprus Tourism Organisation will host group and individual trips for Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitcyprus.com. Contact : June Field at june.field@kallaway.com. 

· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com.  Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@visitorlando.com.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel and its sister four-star Goldener Berg in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 
· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 
· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 
· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anne Kapranos at Anne@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com.

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk. 

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Caroline Parrish at cparrish@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Sue Bradbury at jess@suebradburypr.com.
· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products and services 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Kangol Headwear

Kangol’s straw hat collection will complement your every summer look with styles ranging from contemporary and classic trilby’s to glamorous beach brim hats.

Visit : www.kangolstore.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
Rhinocarhire.com

Leading car hire specialist, Rhinocarhire.com, is offering car hire assistance for press trips in 2011. 

Vehicles are available worldwide in over 20,000 locations to include countries in Europe (France, Spain, Portugal, Italy etc), Africa, Asia, Australasia, North America and South America. 

Visit www.rhinocarhire.com. Contact : Jemma Thompson on info@citruspr.co.uk. 

Silhouette
Silhouette sunglasses provide 100% protection against UV A, B and C rays. 

Visit : www.silhouette.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Simple

Californian footwear brand Simple produces eco friendly organic cotton plimsoles. Exclusive to Schuh, they are available in white and navy with ribbon laces- the perfect footwear for French Riviera chic.

Visit : www.simpleshoes.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Mitchum

Keep your cool with Mitchum Anti-Perspirant and Deodorant. Available in stick, roll on and aerosol variants it will keep you feeling ‘just showered fresh’ all day.

Visit : www.mitchum.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Teva

Teva’s Contoured Ribbon Mush is the most comfortable flip flop in the world. It uses state of the art memory foam for comfort when walking on the beach, boardwalk or pavement this summer.

Visit : www.teva.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
John Masters Organics

John Masters Organics Sea Mist Sea Salt Spray with Lavender protects the hair and provides extra body, volume and texture, also helping to enhance curls for natural beach beautiful hair.

Visit : www.johnmasters.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Delph

Delph Sun Care offers a comprehensive range of family products from SPF 8 to 50, rated UVA 4* for their “superior” protection. The range has been fully tested to medical standards (not tested on animals) and is one of only 6 sun creams listed on the UK Drug Tariff allowing for prescribing by GP’s.

To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups
The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. 

Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com
Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. 

Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Dancing Traveller Media

www.DancingTravellerMedia.ca
Publisher@DancingTravellerMedia.ca
Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 
In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. 
Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. 
Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk
North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   
Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com

	Issue 103 : mid-August 2011:  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Half Moon, Montego Bay, Jamaica 

The Half Moon, a RockResort in Montego Bay, Jamaica will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission.

The resort will also offer Alliance members a 50% on room rates until 31 October 2011.

The Half Moon resort is set in 400 acres with two miles of private, white-sand beaches with facilities including its:

· Fern Tree Spa

· Robert Trent Jones Sr.-designed 18-hole golf course and Half Moon Golf Academy

· 13 lit tennis courts

· equestrian centre

· dolphin lagoon

· fitness centre, and

· water sports, swimming pools, restaurants, bars and shopping village.


A resort fee of US$30 per room, per night will be payable for stays between 1 and 31 October. The fee covers use of many resort amenities including wi-fi, bicycles, non-motorised water sports equipment, racquet sports equipment, fitness centre, Anancy Children’s village and Hype Zone.

Visit www.halfmoon.rockresorts.com. Contact : Kish Wilkinson at kish@alchemy-communications.co.uk.

Florida EcoSafaris at Forever Florida, USA

One hours drive from Orlando, Forever Florida is a 4,700 acre eco-ranch and wildlife conservation area that is truly natural Florida.

The 4,700 acres that form the Forever Florida conservation area takes in nine distinct Florida ecosystems and a wide range of natural flora and fauna including alligators, black bears and nearly two hundred species of birds.

There is also just the chance of spotting the endangered Florida panther. 

It is from here that Florida EcoSafaris operates zipline, coach and horseback safaris.

The safaris give visitors the chance to enjoy streams, forests, pastures and wetlands, and to learn about and spot a wide array of birds and animals including alligators and white-tail deer.

The Allen Broussard Conservancy was founded for the purpose of purchasing the land, known as Forever Florida, and keeping it as a wildlife preserve.

The Conservancy is named after Allen David Broussard, a wildlife biologist and ecologist, who died aged 29.

Visit : www.FloridaEcoSafaris.com. For press tickets contact : Matt Duda at mduda@floridaecosafaris.com. 
Press trip to Napa Valley, California 

3 to 7 October  2012

Louis M. Martini Winery and Certified Angus Beef are co-hosting an educational week of vineyard tours, wine tastings, wine blending sessions, ranch tours and lessons in the art of BBQing. 

Harvest in the Napa Valley is one of the most beautiful times of the year and an ideal backdrop for learning about the region's signature wine, Cabernet Sauvignon and the production and preparation of high-end beef. 

Included is air, lodging and food for a qualified travel writer on assignment. 

Those applying must be a professional travel writer with a signed letter of assignment. 

Visit : www.louismartini.com. Contact : Kristen at kristen@lanepr.com.

Berlin Sightseeing Pass

City Sightseeing Pass operator the Leisure Pass Group has expanded into Germany with the launch of a Berlin Sightseeing Pass.

The all inclusive card gives users access to 53 of the city’s leading tourist attractions, including notable favorites such as the Pergamon, The Jewish Museum and the Checkpoint Charlie Museum, as well as free access to the Berlin public transport network, a hop on hop off bus tour and a river cruise.

Alliance members can get a review pass.
Visit : www.berlinpass.com. Contact : Katie Wright at katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk.

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Mammoth Lakes Tourism


Mammoth Lakes is a year-round destination resort located in the Sierra Nevada Mountains of California. Mammoth Lakes is accessable by year-round commercial flight service. 

By car, Mammoth Lakes is 3 hours south of Reno, and 5 hours from Las Vegas, San Francisco, and Los Angeles. World Class skiing, hiking, golf, fishing, climbing, as well as a full calander of events and festivales await all in Mammoth Lakes!


Visit : www.visitmammoth.com. Contact : Michael Vanderhurst at mvanderhurst@visitmammoth.com.
Hotel Regin Abari (Italy)


The Hotel Regin Abari is an independent hotel with the style of the ancient Apulian Villages


Visit : www.unahotelreginabari.it. Contact : Francesco Ascalone at f.ask@libero.it
Visit Panama

VisitPanama is the Panama Ministry of Tourism's Official Site of the Republic of Panama.

Panama is the southernmost country of Central America. It is bordered by Costa Rica to the northwest, Colombia to the southeast, the Caribbean Sea to the north and the Pacific Ocean to the south. The capital is Panama City.

Visit : www.visitpanama.com. Contact : Claudia Morales at cmorales@brandinglatinamerica.com 

Pan Americana Deviajes (Colombia)

Pan Americana Deviajes is a tour operator providing travel services in Colombia. The company also promotes the country by participating in the major Tourist Fairs and in other global activities related to tourism. 

The company has offices in Bogota, Cartagena and San Andres

Visit : www.panamericanadeviajes.net. Contact : Josefina de Achaval at josefina@brandinglatinamerica.com.

BSI (UK)

BSI is the leading procurement specialist in corporate and public sector accommodation and meetings management. Over the last 26 years, BSI has evolved from a small specialist agent handling hotel reservations to become the provider of industry-leading purchasing & expense management solutions, driving down the cost of accommodation, meetings and events for corporate clients.


Visit : www.bsi.co.uk. Contact : Toni Byrne at tbyrne@bsi.co.uk

Capita Business Travel

Capita Business Travel, part of The Capita Group Plc, and is a UK leader specialising in business travel management.

Founded in 1973, Capita Business Travel is currently the 8th largest travel management company in the UK with over 38 years of industry experience. The specialist strives to be the most flexible and reliable Travel Management Company in the UK, always delivering a high standard of quality and value to customers.

Capita Business Travel works in close partnership with customers to offer a service that sets new standards in Travel Management, with customers needs at the forefront of their aims."


Visit : www.capitabusinesstravel.co.uk. Contact : Toni Byrne at toni.byrne@capita.co.uk
Luggage Base (USA)

Luggage Base has offered deep discounts on name brand luggage and travel gear since 1971 and online since 1996. Family owned and operated. 

Visit : www.luggagebase.com. Contact : Joe Williams at joe@luggagebase.com. 

Best Of Asia Overland


Adventure in comfort! Enjoy the adventure of overlanding in our all-terrain Mercedes Benz coach style overland vehicles throughout Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India and Nepal... and soon to be included Myanmar and Thailand. 

Itineraries to these unique destinations are carried out at a level of comfort that one wouldn't expect from some of these destinations.


Visit : www.boa-overland.com. Contact : Ben Grayling at ben@boa-overland.com. 



The Digital Asset Lab


The Digital Asset Lab host and manage many travel media libraries including the World Travel Market Libraries. They understand the demands of the travel trade.

Specialising in supplying 24/7 web accessed Digital Asset Management (DAM) solutions to organizations that need to centralize, control and manage their digital media files, their assets; images, videos, audio, podcasts, PDFï¿½s, documents, PowerPoint presentations, etc. DAM systems simplify archiving, searching, viewing, selling and the distribution of assets. 

Users comment on its lightning speed and its intuitive simplicity, making it ideal for public facing libraries.

Simple and inexpensive monthly hosted and managed contracts are available or purchase the software.


Visit : www.thedigitalassetlab.com. Contact : Alastair McDavid at admin@thedigitalassetlab.com.

Ripley’s Believe it or Not!


Situated in the heart of the West End, Ripley’s Believe it or Not! London is home to the weird, wonderful and just plain bizarre. There’s more than 700 curiosities from all around the world on display, perfect for a family day out that is a little out of the ordinary. 

Ripley’s Believe It or Not! London is happy to provide passes to the media to further the understanding of their products.


Visit : www.ripleyslondon.com. Contact Chloe Davis at chloe.davis@sirenpr.co.uk.

Agencies 
Luxe PR

Luxe PR represents over 1,200 guest rooms in London.  Its client list encompasses luxury quintessentially British and modern hotels, plus London’s best serviced apartments.  Luxe PR also represents British, European, Chinese and Japanese restaurants across the Capital.

Outside of London, Luxe PR’s represents two Michelin star restaurants, as well as boutique hotels in the Cotswolds, Oxfordshire, Yorkshire and Derbyshire.

Visit : www.luxepr.com. Contact : Alison
Hull at alison@luxepr.com
Ian Weightman Media Services (UK)

Ian Weightman Media Services specialises in destination PR, and represents some of the finest destinations in the UK :

· The Cotswolds

· The English Riviera ("Agatha Christie Country")

· Stoke-on-Trent ("The Potteries")

· Herefordshire & Shropshire on the English/Welsh border

· The Peak District's Historic Border Country, and 

· The Royal Forest of Dean.

Also The French Ardennes and point-of-contact for South West England, IWMS also works with Trentham Estate, the Camping & Caravanning Club, and some superb accommodations.  

IWMS offers total support for the travel media: identifying stories; issuing regular press releases; supplying information and images; assisting media visits; helping journalists meet their deadlines; and 

offering regular E-newsletter updates.


Visit : www.ianweightman.co.uk. Contact : Ian Weightman at ian.iwms@virgin.net. 

Grayling


Grayling is the second largest independent global Public Relations, Public Affairs, Investor Relations and Events consultancy in the world. It has aa number of travel and leisure clients including United Airlines, English Heritage and Accor Hotels.


Visit : www.grayling.comContact : Ruth Law at ruth.law@grayling.com.

Siren PR


Siren is the UK's premier public relations and communications consultancy for the travel and leisure industry.


Visit : www.sirenpr.co.uk. Contact : Belinda Schaffarz at belinda.schaffarz@sirenpr.co.uk. 


New Media Travel (USA)


New Media Travel is the leading provider of short-form, 10minute Video PostCards (TVP) to the industry. The company has 5 million views and 1,800 subscribers. Additionally it provides feature text/video/visual content for such high-value web sites and portals like Technorati, TripAdvisor, Travel Weekly, etc. 

Visit : www.youtube.com/travelvideo. Contact : Kaleel Sakakeeny at Kaleel.tvp@gmail.com. 

	News


Maderia

The official tourism websites for Madeira is now www.visitmadeira.pt and virtual.visitmadeira.pt. Madeira will be delighted to host Alliance members on commission.

Visit : www.visitmadeira.pt. Contact : Joana Dias at joanadias@ap-madeira.pt. 

The McArthurGlen Designer Outlet Athens, Greece

The McArthurGlen Designer Outlet has opened in Athens, Greece with 110 luxury and designer labels selling their good at a 35-70 per cent discount.

McArthurGlen Group, one of Europe’s leaders in designer outlet retailing, has seven outlet centres in the UK and another 13 throughout Europe. The Neumünster near Hamburg opens in 2012. 

Visit www.mcarthurglengroup.com. Contact :Stephanie Murray at Stephanie.Murray@raincommunications.co.uk.
Virgin Atlantic
Virgin Atlantic Airways has calculated that, every year, more than 12,000 books, 10,500 pairs of reading glasses and around 5,000 phones get left on board its planes. 

Some of the more unusual items Virgin Atlantic has managed to re-unite its passengers with include; an artificial limb, an urn of ashes, a movie script and a wheelchair belonging to Artie from Glee! 

Visit : www.virginatlantic.com. Contact : Anna Catchpole at Anna.catchpole@fly.virgin.com.

BikeToursDirect

According to BikeToursDirect, bicycle tours along the Danube Bike Path-which takes cycle tourists along a dedicated, paved bicycle path through picturesque medieval towns, lush farmland and vineyards in Germany and Austria are the top choice for its clients in 2011. 

Visit : www.biketoursdirect.com. Contact : info@biketoursdirect.com. 
The National Museum of Scotland and Scottish National Portrait Gallery 
The National Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh has reopened after a £46 million refurbishment that will enable much greater access to the collections, improved access and visitor experience, as well as a greater appreciation of the iconic Victorian building.  

The Scottish National Portrait Gallery, Edinburgh - opens on November after a two-year upgrade.

Visit : www.nms.ac.uk and  www.nationalgalleries.org. Contact Martha Bryce at martha.bryce@visitscotland.com
	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Desroches Island, the Seychelles

The luxury Desroches Island resort in the Seychelles, has launched a new spa alled ‘Escape’, which is the only spa in the Indian Ocean to offer the award-winning Elemental Herbology - range of natural, high-performance skincare and treatments.  

Desroches Island is an exclusive, coral island resort in the Seychelles, with lush forests surrounded by white, sandy beaches and a protective reef.

Visit : www.desroches-island.com and www.elementalherbology.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

FivePine Lodge & Spa Resort of Sisters, Oregon

FivePine Lodge & Spa Resort of Sisters, OR has just been recognized as a AAA Approved, Four Diamond lodging establishment. 
Only 4% of over 31,000 properties approved by AAA achieve this distinction. Oregon has 14 other lodging establishments AAA Approved as Four Diamond in 2011.

Visit : www.Travel Oregon.com. Contact : Alana Audette at alana@visitcentraloregon.com 

Oberstaufen, Bavaria, germany

It is tradition in September in Oberstaufen, Bavaria for farmers to drive down the cattle from the alpine pastures into the valley

This kind of farming has a long tradition and it gives Oberstaufen’s milk and cheese a unique taste. 

The Cattle Drive is celebrated as a big festival in these Bavarian regions and the leading cow is dressed to the nines with an ornate head-dress made out of local flowers and a cow bell that announces the cattle’s arrival.

Visit : www.oberstaufen.de. Contact : Silke Schoeling at silke.schoeling@germany.travel. 

Wendy Wu Tours

Leading escorted tours operator Wendy Wu Tours specialise in the destinations of China, Indochina, India and Sri Lanka. Customers can add on extensions to a range of destinations including Hong Kong, Macau, Dubai and Bangkok. 

Visit www.wendywutours.co.uk . Contact Josie Self at josies@hillsbalfour.com. 

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

Special events in Orlando

Red Chair Affair

27 August 2011

The 7th Annual Red Chair Affair at the Bob Carr Performing Arts Centre kicks off the Orlando cultural season. The event features performances and entertainment by Central Florida’s cultural community. 
Visit : www.redchairproject.com.

Visit Orlando’s Magical Dining Month

 

1 to 30 September 2011

Visit Orlando's Magical Dining Month, sees Central Florida's best restaurants featuring three-course, prix fixe dinner menus for just $30. 
One dollar from each meal will be donated to Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Florida.

Visit : www.OrlandoMagicalDining.com.

Fashion Week at The Mall at Millenia


8 to 17 September 2011

Fashion Weeks gives visitors the chance to see designer runway shows and a get sneak preview of spring 2012’s hottest fashion trends straight from international runways. A week-long series of in-store events, such as trunk shows and champagne receptions. Admission to runway show: TBD.

Visit : www.mallatmillenia.com.

Orlando’s Faith and Fun Weekend 


9 and 10 September 2011

Walt Disney World Resort and Universal Orlando Resort feature some of the top Christian music stars from across the nation.

Visit : www.disneyworld.com and www.rocktheuniverse.com.

Global Peace Film Festival 


20 to 25 September 2011

Held in conjunction with the UN’s International Day of Peace, the festival promotes the art of motion picture to further the goal of peace on earth, beyond anti-war, ideology and activism. Events include film programs, panels and parties.
Visit : www.peacefilmfest.org.   

Epcot International Food & Wine Festival 


30 September to 13 November 2011

The event attracts a diverse audience to sip, sample and savor treasures from some of the world’s most famous wineries and celebrated chefs. 
Guests can boost their wine IQ at any of the hundreds of wine and beer seminars and polish their culinary skills at the numerous demonstrations and tastings.
Visit : www.disneyworld.com.  
Visit : www.visitorlando.com. For more information and press trips to Orlando contact : Amy Voss at Amy.Voss@visitorlando.com. 

Festa das Vindimas, The Azores

4 to 10 September

Pico, the volcanic island of the Azores, hosts its annual Festa das Vindimas – Wine Harvest Festival – a century old celebration of the region’s wines.
 
The Wine Harvest Festival showcases the Azorean region’s finest wines, exploring how the traditional technique of treading on the grapes in bare feet to extract the juice, still continues today.  
 
Pico is the Azores second largest island and the vineyards, climbing along a maze of stone walls, is the island’s distinctive wine growing scene.  
 
Visit : www.azoreschoice.com. Contact : Fiona Anderson at fiona@ktapr.com.

Barkerville Cowboy and Drover Jubilee, British Columbia, Canada

9 to 11 September 2011

The inaugural Barkerville Cowboy and Drover Jubilee will be a three-day festival of cowboy music, spoken word, and dance. 
Musical venues, including the oldest wooden “Cowboy Church” in British Columbia, will showcase classic crooners Butch Falk and Allen Christie alongside up-and-comers at the Northern Star Amateur Singing Competition, while a cowboy poetry tent will gather the townsfolk for a contemplative reflection of life in the saddle. 
Visit : www.barkerville.ca. Contact : Carla Mont at Carla.Mont@gov.bc.ca. 
The Art of Being British, Jermyn Street, London

10 September 2001

The Art of Being British: St James’s At Your Service takes place on Saturday 10 September from 12noon until 5pm with some of the finest British fashion and lifestyle brands participating in a traffic free event that is packed with eccentric Britishness, unique presentations and engaging activities.

Taking place along the full length of Jermyn Street, in the heart of St James’s, London SW1, the occasion is hosted by The Crown Estate and the Jermyn Street Association, encouraging visitors from all over the world to celebrate the superb service and craftsmanship that exudes from the many retailers, cafes, restaurants and bars that are historically established in and around Jermyn Street.

Visit : www.jermynstreet.net. Contact :  Sarah Millar at sarah.millar@sisteris.com.
Autosymphonic, Mannheim, Germany

10 September 2011


A very unique event can be experienced on 10th September in Mannheim: 
The world’s first “automobile orchestra” will perform a specially composed symphony involving 80 vehicles, the SWR Baden-Baden and Freiburg 50 Symphony Orchestra, the SWR Vocal Ensemble Stuttgart and the German band “Söhne Mannheims.

The event will be held to celebrate the 125th anniversary of the motor car.

Visit : www.mannheim.de. Contact : Michael Mueller at michael.mueller@mannheim.de

Birmingham Food Fest, UK

14 to 23 October 2011

More than 60 of Birmingham’s top restaurants and its best-loved chefs will support the Birmingham Food Fest, a 10-day gastronomic celebration.

Visit Birmingham is the city’s official leisure tourism programme for Birmingham, part of Marketing Birmingham’s destination marketing strategy. 

Visit : www.birminghamfoodfest.com and www.visitbirmingham.com. Contact : Ellie Rance at ellie.rance@marketingbirmingham.com, 

Vancouver International Fringe Festival

8 to 18 September 8 to 18 and Pick of the Fringe 21 to 25 September

More than 80 groups from around the world present 600 shows over 11 days on a variety of indoor and outdoor stages, with most of the venues are on Granville Island.

Following the main festival, catch the "Pick of the Fringe," a round-up of the festival’s most popular acts. 

Visit : www.vancouverfringe.com. Contact : J Hutchison at  jhutchison@tourismvancouver.com. 
The Mayor’s Thames Festival, London

10 and 11 September 2011

The Mayor’s Thames Festival, London’s largest free festival takes place along the banks of the River Thames and brings together people from all communities to celebrate the city and the river.

The festival’s flagship art and education project is Rivers of the World, linking schools and more than 2,000 young people around the world through common river themes. 

Visit : www.thamesfestival.org. Contact: Sam Kidby at s.kidby@thamesfestival.org.

Berckeley, CA

Crabby Chefs Seafood Festival

25 September 2011

Crabby Chefs Seafood Festival includes an “Iron Chef” style culinary competition that culminates with a Crabby Chef being chosen, plus outdoor food booths that will be selling cooked crab, crab cakes, clam chowder and other seafood delights.

Annual Shuck & Swallow Oyster Competition, Berkeley, CA

Tuesday 27 September 2011

 

McCormick & Kuleto’s Seafood Restaurant’s 18th annual Shuck & Swallow Oyster Competition, involves a dozen teams of two members from various Bay Area restaurants, competing to shuck and swallow as many oysters as possible in 10 minutes. 

Visit : www.spengers.com and www.mccormickandkuletos.com. Contact : Tom Walton at Tom tom@fortunepublicrelations.com. 

London Restaurant Festival

3 to 17 October 2011

The London Restaurant Festival is a city-wide celebration of eating out in the capital, from Michelin-starred restaurants to neighbourhood bistros.

Some restaurants will offer Festival Menus, and there will be different events during the two weeks, including the world’s first six-Michelin-star meal. 

There will also be a small film festival Eat Film in hotels in Soho, Covent Garden and Charlotte Street. Cocktails will be served before a movie, and after it a three-course dinner will be served.

Visit : www.londonrestaurantfestival.com. Contacts: Emily Blewett at emily@taste-pr.com.
Taiwan’s National Day
10 October 2011 

Taiwan will celebrate a special National Day on 10 October to celebrate 100 years since the founding of the Republic of China.
 
This year’s ‘Double Ten Day’ is set to be the most colourful and vibrant ever, with an array of entertainment and traditional performances and a National Day Fireworks Display over the island’s major cities, symbolising the bright future for Taiwan.
 
Visit : www.taiwan.net.tw. Contact : Samantha Crossfield at samantha@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

London Restaurant Festival

3 to 17 October 2011

The London Restaurant Festival is a city-wide celebration of eating out in the capital, from Michelin-starred restaurants to neighbourhood bistros.

Some restaurants will offer Festival Menus, and there will be different events during the two weeks, including the world’s first six-Michelin-star meal. 

There will also be a small film festival Eat Film in hotels in Soho, Covent Garden and Charlotte Street. Cocktails will be served before a movie, and after it a three-course dinner will be served.

Visit : www.londonrestaurantfestival.com. Contacts: Emily Blewett at emily@taste-pr.com.

Falmouth Oyster Festival 2011, Falmouth Cornwall, UK

13 to 16 October

The Falmouth Oyster Festival celebrates the start of the oyster dredging season, the diversity and quality of Cornish Seafood and in particular, one of the last remaining traditional oyster fisheries, dredging by sail and hand punt.

The festival is sponsored by the St Michael’s Hotel & Spa.

Falmouth is Cornwall’s leading south coast resort and home to the county’s maritime heritage. 

 
Visit : www.falmouthoysterfestival.co.uk, www.discoverfalmouth.co.uk and 

www.stmichaelshotel.co.uk. Contact : Lauren Hughes at lauren@bacall.net.
Ironman Panama

12 February 2012

The Ironman Panama competition will take place on 12 February 2012. 

Athletes will swim 1.2 miles (1.9 km) in the Pacific Ocean at the entrance to the Panama Canal, one of “The Seven Wonders of the Modern World” before biking 56 miles (90 km), crossing the Bridge of the Americas, which connects Central and South America.

There will then be a 13.1 mile (21km), two-loop, run course that will take athletes through the

Amador Causeway, a major tourism area surrounded by the Pacific Ocean.

Visit : www.ironmanpanama.com. Contact: Claudia Morales at cmorales@brandinglatinamerica.com. 

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Golf in Shetland, Scotland
Shetland lies across the 60th line of Latitude North, with the capital Lerwick almost sitting in the centre of a triangle formed by Aberdeen (Scotland), with Bergen (Norway) and Torshavn (Faroe Islands).
Thanks to its northerly location, Shetland enjoys extensive daylight during the summer months from 5am in the morning until 10pm at night. Perhaps more surprisingly, during the summer period golfing hours can extend until midnight making it the perfect destination for golfers who want to tee off into the wee small hours.   

The wildlife strewn nine hole Asta Golf Club at Whalsay is Britain’s most northerly golf course and the 18 hole Dale golf course located just outside Lerwick and at the head of the sea loch of Dales Voe.

Visit : www.shetlandtourism.com/ Contact : James Lakie at James.Lakie@visitscotland.com.
Tomasso Brothers Fine Art at The International Fine Art & Antique Dealers Show

21 to 27 October 2011

Major pieces of European sculpture will be presented by Tomasso Brothers Fine Art at The Park Avenue Armory, Park Avenue at 67th Street, New York.  
The Tomasso brothers, Dino, Giovanni and Raffaello, are known for their passion for sculpture and their dedication to scholarship so visitors to the stand can expect to encounter some splendid examples of sculpture dating from the Medieval period to the early 19th century.  

Tomasso Brothers Fine Art has promoted and supported, through loans and exhibitions, major international institutions such as The Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge, The Centro Internazionale, Carrara, The National Gallery, Prague, and The Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna.  

Visit : www.tomassobrothers.co.uk. Contact : Juliette Craneat at juliette@suebond.co.uk. 

Madikwe Game Reserve, South Africa
The ‘Big Five’ of lion, leopard, elephant, black and white rhino and buffalo can all be found in abundance in the Madikwe Game Reserve, South Africa, which is also home to the luxurious Makanyane Safari Lodge. 

Safari-goers looking for much more out of a game drive can also expect to see cheetah, spotted and brown hyena, giraffe, zebra and the extremely rare African wild dog, which in the Tswana language translates to Makanyane. 

There are reptiles roaming the reserve, including chameleons, leopard tortoise, snakes and African crocodiles. And dedicated twitchers will be in birdie-heaven, with over 340 species of birds found here. 

The malaria-free Madikwe Game Reserve, South Africa’s second largest, is situated amongst 1,800 hectares of private ground, with no boundaries within the reserve. 

Between 1991 and 1998 Operation Phoenix reintroduced over 10,000 animals from 27 species, the largest translocation of game ever undertaken. 

Visit www.makanyane.com. Contact : Louise Evans at louisee@hillsbalfour.com.

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Secret Bay, Dominica

Secret Bay, is a new boutique property on the nature island of Dominica in the Caribbean. 
Located on the northwest coast of Dominica, Secret Bay is a ten-minute drive to the quaint town of Portsmouth and one-hour’s drive to the capital Roseau. 
The villas and bungalows for purchase or rent have been designed by Latin American architect Fruto Vivas, to maximise the natural beauty of Secret Bay and minimise the impact on the environment. 

Secret Bay is a sustainable development - from the sourcing of the materials, the building methods, water and energy efficiency, to an ongoing commitment to the protection of this precious land.  
Secret Bay also supports the local community through employment, the development of small-scale tourism in the area and setting-up a Community Development Fund.
Dominica remains one of the hidden gems of the Caribbean. 
It is dubbed the “Nature Island” due to its abundance of natural splendours: 365 rivers, the second largest boiling lake in the world, a lush rainforest, volcanoes, mountains, waterfalls, hot springs, and black and white sand beaches. 
Much of the island is protected under national parks, one of which has been given UNESCO World Heritage status. Dominica is a paradise for divers, hikers, birdwatchers and nature-lovers. 

Despite being one of the largest islands in the Caribbean, it is one of the least populated. It is also one of the few islands to have retained some of its pre-Colombian population. 

Visit : www.secretbay.dm  and www.dominica.dm. Contact : Cathy Preece at cathy@adams-pr.com.

Tambo del Inka hotel, Peru

Libertador’s Tambo del Inka hotel in Peru’s Scared Valley, has been shortlisted by Virtuoso®, for their fifth annual  Virtuoso ‘Best of the Best’ Hotel Awards.

The hotel is part of the Libertador Hotels, Resorts, & Spas portfolio and is located in Urubamba, Cusco, halfway between the city of Cusco and Machu Picchu. The hotel has its own train station at which the Machu Picchu train stops daily to pick up passengers en route to the Lost City of the Incas. 

Libertador Hotels, Resorts & Spas is Peru’s leading hotel group, offering an authentic Peruvian experience. 

The current Libertador portfolio includes properties in Arequipa, Cusco, Lima, Paracas, Puno (directly on Lake Titicaca), Trujillo and Urubamba; the Westin Libertador Lima will be the eighth hotel in the Libertador collection. 

A private 12-passenger aircraft is also part of the portfolio, offering guests private transfers between Lima and Paracas.

Vsit www.libertador.com.pe and www.virtuosolife.com. Contact: Natalie Schofield at natalies@hillsbalfour.com.
Diva - The Maldives

The luxury resort Diva is continuing its support of the Maldives’ largest Marine Protected Area, by opening a dedicated Marine Biology Centre, which will provide a boost to research on the unique year-round presence of whale sharks in South Ari Atoll. 

Home to a rich ecosystem, the reefs and the marine life of the South Ari Marine Protected Area (SAMPA), will be overseen by newly appointed resident marine biologist, Chiara Fumagalli. 

The Centre also organizes a weekly Whale Shark Education Day to raise guests awareness of the local community of whale sharks. The Diva is part of the Naiade group of beach hotels in Mauritius, Maldives and Reunion islands.
www.naiade.com. Contact : oanamaria.bucsa@naiade.com

Meliá Hotels, Bulgaria

Meliá Hotels International has opened the Sol Marina Palace, its sixth hotel in Bulgaria. 

The four star resort hotel has 128 rooms and is located in Nessebar, one of the most popular tourist destinations in the Balkans. 

The region has seen a significant rise in the number of visitors in the past few years, attracted by the cultural attractions and its Black Sea beaches.
Meliá Hotels International began operations in Bulgaria in 2007 with the opening of the Hotel Meliá Grand Hermitage, a five star hotel with 727 rooms located on the sea front 17 kilometres from the city of Varna, the country’s second biggest city. 
The company has another four resorts operating under its Sol Hotels resort brand with the Sol Nessebar Bay, Sol Nessebar Mare and Sol Nessebar Palace located on the sea front and the Sol Luna Bay Resort located in the town of Bjala.
Visit : www.marinasolresort.com Contact : comunicacion@melia.com
Sandals Resorts

Sandals Resorts International (SRI) has launched Sandals Earthguard powered by EarthCheck, a 
new environmental management programme designed to reduce the company’s environmental footprint and increase the benefits host communities receive as a result of sustainable tourism.

EarthCheck complies with the Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change (IPCC) Guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories, the World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD) Greenhouse Gas Protocol, and the International Organisation for Standardization (ISO) 14064 range of standards for greenhouse gas accounting.
Sandals Resorts has 14 luxury resorts located in Jamaica, Antigua, Saint Lucia and The Bahamas. 

visit www.sellingsandals.co.uk and www.earthcheck.org. Contact : Holly Barnett at holly.barnett@sandals.co.uk. 
During New England's most spectacular season

Although winter and spring offer their own delights, fall is the most glorious time of the year in New Hampshire. 

The state’s Rosewood Country Inn and the Candlelite Inn have joined together to create a September To Remember Package that offers visitors an opportunity to enjoy the season’s beautiful scenery, and discover the vineyards, orchards, historical sites and charming towns with their country stores found in the Lake Sunapee region of Central New Hampshire.

The Rosewood Country Inn is sited on 12 hilltop acres in Bradford, part of New Hampshire’s Dartmouth/Lake Sunapee Region.

The Candlelite Inn is surrounded by the New England scenery. 

Visit : visit www.rosewoodcountryinn.com and www.candleliteinn.com. Contact : Jane Coloccia at janecoloccia@gmail.com.

The San Lorenzo Mountain Lodge in San Lorenzo di Sebato, Italy

The San Lorenzo Mountain Lodge in San Lorenzo di Sebato, Italy has joined Unique Hotels of the World. 

Formerly a hunting lodge and 16th-century private retreat for the local nobility, San Lorenzo Mountain Lodge offers guests 42-acres of woods and meadows in the Dolomites.

Visit : www.sanlorenzomountainlodge.com. Contact : Steve Dobson at steve@uhotw.com. 

Brockencote Hall Hotel, Worcestershire UK

Eden Hotel Collection, the group of luxury country house hotels and restaurants privately owned by Sir Peter Rigby, has announced the takeover of Brockencote Hall Hotel, a Victorian country estate in Worcestershire.

The hotel, set in 70 acres of grounds near to the Malvern Hills, is to undergo a complete renovation to bring it in line with the quality of the other hotels in the collection. 

Brockencote Hall Hotel will add to the four private portfolio of luxury hotels and restaurants that 

make up the Eden Hotel Collection. 

Already in the fold are Michelin starred Mallory Court in Leamington Spa; Buckland Tout-Saints in Devon; The Kings Hotel in Chipping Campden and the Arden Hotel in Stratford-upon-Avon, opened in partnership with The Royal Shakespeare Company in 2010.

Visit : www.brockencotehall.com and www.edenhotelcollection.com.Contact : Lindsay Butler at lindsay_butler@mallory.co.uk.

Section two : ongoing opportunities
	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· PlanetWildlife, which specialises in wildlife holidays worldwide will be pleased to consider press trip requests from Alliance members www.planetwildlife.com Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk
· Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Ryder at lucy_ryder@bathtourism.co.uk. 
· City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.
· The German city of Frankfurt will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members. Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de.
· The Cyprus Tourism Organisation will host group and individual trips for Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitcyprus.com. Contact : June Field at june.field@kallaway.com. 

· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com.  Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@visitorlando.com.
· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel and its sister four-star Goldener Berg in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 
· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 
· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anne Kapranos at Anne@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk. 

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Caroline Parrish at cparrish@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Sue Bradbury at jess@suebradburypr.com.
· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products and services 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Kangol Headwear

Kangol’s straw hat collection will complement your every summer look with styles ranging from contemporary and classic trilby’s to glamorous beach brim hats.

Visit : www.kangolstore.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
Rhinocarhire.com

Leading car hire specialist, Rhinocarhire.com, is offering car hire assistance for press trips in 2011. 

Vehicles are available worldwide in over 20,000 locations to include countries in Europe (France, Spain, Portugal, Italy etc), Africa, Asia, Australasia, North America and South America. 

Visit www.rhinocarhire.com. Contact : Jemma Thompson on info@citruspr.co.uk. 

Silhouette
Silhouette sunglasses provide 100% protection against UV A, B and C rays. If Silhouette’s IQ POL Sunglasses were suntan lotion, they would correspond to the European protection factor 32.

Visit : www.silhouette.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Simple

Californian footwear brand Simple has your feet ready for summer with these eco friendly organic cotton plimsoles. Exclusive to Schuh, they are available in white and navy with ribbon laces- the perfect footwear for French Riviera chic.

Visit : www.simpleshoes.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Mitchum

Keep your cool when the temperature rises this summer with Mitchum Anti-Perspirant and

Deodorant. Available in stick, roll on and aerosol variants it will keep you feeling ‘just showered fresh’ all day.

Visit : www.mitchum.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Teva

Teva’s Contoured Ribbon Mush is the most comfortable flip flop in the world. Using state of the art memory foam you will feel like you are walking on clouds when walking on the beach, boardwalk or pavement this summer.

Visit : www.teva.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
John Masters Organics

Make every day a day at the beach with John Masters Organics Sea Mist Sea Salt Spray with Lavender. It protects the hair and provides extra body, volume and texture, also helping to enhance curls for natural beach beautiful hair.

Visit : www.johnmasters.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Delph

Delph Sun Care offers a comprehensive range of family products from SPF 8 to 50, rated UVA 4* for their “superior” protection. 

The range has been fully tested to medical standards (not tested on animals) and is one of only 6 sun creams listed on the UK Drug Tariff allowing it to be prescribed by GP’s.

To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 
ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Terms & Conditions:

· subject to availability at time of booking

· valid rental & booking period: Jan 1st - Dec 31, 2011 

· offer valid for car rentals in Switzerland, Italy, France & Monaco, Germany

· applies to all car categories and Elite Rent-a-Car rental tariffs (Shopping/Tradition)

· blackout period for complimentary car upgrade is 1 July to 15 September 15 to 31 December 2011

· Elite Rent to be mentioned and contacts included in fact box of subsequent editorial feature

Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com. Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com. Contact : press@roughguides. 

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 
at dean@summersdale.com. 

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

	Issue 102 : August 2011:  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

LocalGuiding

LocalGuiding is an online service connecting travellers with independent, local tour guides in destinations worldwide.

Using a LocalGuiding tour guide provides visitors with a unique and highly rewarding experience in, and understanding of, the place they are visiting.

The LocalGuiding website lists each guide’s personal profile and links this to the tour itineraries they offer.

Visit : www.localguiding.com. For more information or to request a press tour at any of the LocalGuiding destinations contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com. 

Bath, Somerset  UK 

Bath Tourism Plus is the organisation promoting the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath to visitors in the UK and Worldwide of Bath 

Bath Tourism plus will be delighted to consider press visits for Alliance members who may wish to visit Bath including assisting with accommodation, entry to attractions and some meals.

Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Ryder at lucy_ryder@bathtourism.co.uk. 
SeaDream Yacht Club

SeaDream Yacht Club’s luxury mega-yachts; SeaDream I and SeaDream II sail in the Caribbean from November to April and the Mediterranean from May to October. SeaDream will be delighted to consider providing accommodation onboard to Alliance members.
Visit: www.seadream.com. Contact: Adrienne d’Annunzio at adannunzio@seadream.com. 

Park Resorts, UK

Park Resorts offers holiday parks across the UK in Devon, The Isle of Wight, Essex, The North East, East Anglia, Lincolnshire, Wales, Kent, Sussex, Scotland and Yorkshire. 

The holiday park operator offers a wide range of accommodation from self-catering caravans, lodges, chalets, apartments, bungalows and tent and touring pitches to hotel accommodation at selected parks.

Visit : www.park-resorts.com  For press trips contact : Kally Carder at kally@nobull-communications.co.uk  

Press trip to Torino, Italy

9 to 11 September 2011

The Il Marachella Gruppo is inviting Alliance members to attend a fully hosted press trip to Torino, Italy between 9 and 11 September2011.

Members will need to provide their own travel to Caselle Airport.

Visit : www.marachellagruppo.it. Contact : Sylvia Gloria Ettorre at sylvia.ettorre@marachellagruppo.it. 

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Visit Carlsbad (USA)



Carlsbad is a coastal destination located on the scenic north shore of San Diego County and home to LEGOLAND California Resort, La Costa Resort and Spa, Hyatt Aviara Resort and Spa, world-class shopping, dining, and golf.  Carlsbad is just 35 miles north of San Diego Airport and San Diego’s

attractions. 

Visit Carlsbad offers a travel writer program for individual press trips to the working media on assignment with leisure and family travel stories.  

It also offers hosting opportunities and provide local and regional information, photography and video.  

Visit : www.visitcarlsbad.com. Contact : Frankie Laney at frankiel@visitcarlsbad.com.

Catalan Tourist Board


Catalonia is the largest tourist receiver in Spain. Catalan Tourist Board is responsible for marketing and promoting Catalonia as a tourist destination. We provide support to the travel industry and identify and develop opportunities within all the foreign markets together with its travel industry.


Visit : www.catalunya.com. Contact : Miguel Angel Cusi at press.uk@act.cat.

Visit Salt Lake


Salt Lake City is the capital of the US state of Utah.

Visit : www.visitsaltlake.com. Contact : Shawn Stinson at sstinson@visitsaltlake.com
Context Travel (USA)

Context is a network of scholars and specialists who design and lead in-depth walking seminars for small groups of intellectually curious travelers.

Visit : www.contexttravel.com. Contact : Petulia Melideo at Petulia@contexttravel.com. 

Create Video Marketing


Create has been at the forefront of Video in travel and worked with Thomson Holidays to perfect their offering of video on their website, which saw at 35% increase. 

Create now provides a platform that will deliver the video via email, making it incredibly powerful to fill last minute space.


Visit : www.createvideomarketing.com. Contact : Rickie
Wakelin
 at rickie@createvideomarketing.com.

Portugal Dream Coast (Portugal)

The region of Setubal – the Portugal Dream Coast - lies just beneath Lisbon and on the River Sado, north of the Alentejo and Algarve. The city of Setubal is one of the oldest cities of Portugal.

Visit : www.portugaldreamcoast.com. Contact : Luis Lopes at luislopes@luislopes.info.
Garuda Orient Holiday


Garuda Orient Holiday is a Company owned and Managed by people with over 25 years of experience in arranging Land Arrangements to America, Asia, Arabia and Europe.


Visit : www.garudaorientholidays.biz. Contact Prakash Patel at prakash@garudaorientholidays.biz. 

Agencies 
Grayling 

Grayling is an international PR consultancy and the number three Consumer PR agency in the UK (PR Week, 2011). Its dedicated travel & leisure division, headed up Susan Hutchinson, represents some of the leading names in aviation, hotels and destinations.


Visit : www.grayling.co.uk. Contact : Susan Hutchinson at susan.hutchinson@grayling.com.

Lex PR and Marketing

Based in Devon, UK, Lex PR and Marketing is a leading agency specialising in food and drink and tourism marketing and public relations. 

Visit : www.lexprandmarketing.co.uk. Contact : Lex Thornely at  lex@lexprandmarketing.co.uk
Travel Jam (Latvia)

Travel Jam is a travel agency that proudly represents Latvia. Visit : www.traveljam.lv. Contact : ElenaG at elena@traveljam.lv. 

	News


Dominica

A new year-round ferry service will make island hopping between Dominica, St. Lucia, Guadeloupe and Martinique easier. Jeans Ferry Service will begin in October .

Visit : www.express-des-iles.com and www.discoverdominica.com. Contact : Chloe Buchanan at chloe@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

Virgin Atlantic

Virgin Atlantic has launched a new iPhone and Android app called Trip Journal, which is Virgin Atlantic’s fourth app and allows travellers to log their holiday experiences and share them. 
This app can be downloaded from http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/trip-journal-virgin-atlantic/id441919723?mt=8. 

Visit : www.virginatlantic.com. Contact : Anna Catchpole at Anna.catchpole@fly.virgin.com. 

St. Pete/Clearwater, Florida
The St. Pete/Clearwater area community of Gulfport, located along Boca Ciega Bay has been named finalists in the 'Best for Food' category of Rand McNally/USA Today's 'Best of the Road' competition. 
With 22 restaurants within walking distance to one another on the waterfront, Gulfport received the highest number of votes in its category during preliminary public voting. 

Visit : www.VisitStPeteClearwater.com. Contact: Josh Hall at Josh@VisitSPC.com

Grape Escapes

Grape Escapes, launched in 2004 by wine lovers Mark and Claire Hallett, and which specialises in gourmet breaks to the French wine regions and surpassed all previous annual sales figures.

Visit www.grapeescapes.net. Contact Jenny Groutage at jenny@saltmarshpr.co.uk.
Visit Carlsbad, California

Visit Carlsbad has a series of videos showcasing the destination’s activities, dining, shopping and attractions.  

Visit : http://www.youtube.com/user/VisitCarlsbad#p/c/B15F0FA57CA2AEAC. Contact : Frankie Laney atfrankiel@visitcarlsbad.com
	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Bed&Fed  

Bed&Fed is a network of ‘home from home’ guest rooms across the UK and Ireland where supper is included. Visit : www.bedandfed.co.uk. Contact: Annabella Forbes at chiefchick@bedandfed.co.uk.

The Biotrue™ Flight Pack
The Biotrue™ Flight Pack is the latest in lens care on the go, containing two bottles of Biotrue™ solution (60ml), two lens cases and a zip bag, it has never been easier to look after your eyes wherever your life takes you. 
Visit : www.biotrue.co.uk. For review produce contact : Lynne Kelly At lkelly@pegasuspr.co.uk. 

Perfectly Chilled Travel Directory


The Perfectly Chilled Travel Directory has added the Pig in its hotel collection. Set in the heart of the UK’s New Forest, The Pig, which opened in July, is the sister property to the nearby Lime Wood Hotel & Spa which also features on the Perfectly Chilled website. 

Visit :  www.thepighotel.co.uk and www.perfectlychilled.com. Contact : Sarah Martin at pr@perfectlychilled.com. 
Church tourism in Wales

Tourism businesses in Mid Wales are being encouraged to tap in to the growing interest in church tourism in Wales.

The Tourism Partnership Mid Wales recently established church trails in the region and is encouraging accommodation providers to pass on information on the wealth of heritage available to their guests. 

Visit : www.ceredigionfaithtrail.com and www.ctnw.co.uk. Contact : John Winton at john@ctnw.co.uk. 

 
	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

Miami Spice

1 August and 30 September 2011
The Greater MiamiCVB will host the 10th Miami Spice in August and September, when more than 125 restaurants, provide promotions on three-course lunch and dinner menus.

Visit : www.MiamiSummerofLove.com. Contact: Lynda Daboh at lynda@firstpr.co.uk 

The International Fair of Gastronomy, Panama Gastronomic 2011, Panama City 

30 August to 3rd September.

Gastronomic Panama 2011, is a food and drink fair taking place in Panama City that highlights the country as a destination for multicultural cuisine, particularly seafood.

Contact : Josefina de Achaval at josefina@brandinglatinamerica.com 

Santa-Cali-Gon Days Festival, Independence MO 

2 to 5 September 2011

Now in its’ 38 year, this premier annual festival on historic Independence Square features more than 400  crafters/ vendors and more than 100 food booths, free local and nationally known country western music on a community stage, gospel stage and headliner stage, a midway carnival and  old fashioned contests like watermelon seed spitting, ice cream eating and root beer chugging. 

Visit www.santacaligon.com. Contact : Janeen Aggen at janeena@sbcglobal.net.

The Global Party

15 and 16 September 2011. Worldwide

This September, Orient-Express will be hosting the first of the London celebrations for The Global Party, a world-wide event that comprises of 80+ parties over a 24 hour period round the world. 

The London festivities will commence with a journey for 200 elite VIPs aboard the vintage 1920’s carriages of the British Pullman.

The Global Party aims to unite the best locations and luxury brands in the world to raise millions for charities.


On Thursday 15th and Friday 16th September 2011, The Global Party will bring together 80,000+ of the world’s most influential guests, premium brands and 80+ leading luxury venues from across 73 cities and 42 countries. 

The 24-hour parties will raise awareness and a significant amount of money for 100’s of worthy causes across the world including 15 official benefiting charities.

Visit : www.theglobalparty.com and www.orient-express.com. Contact : Anna Nash at anna.nash@orient-express.com 

Stratford Food Festival UK

Stratford-upon-Avon, Shakespeare’s birthplace, will stage the fifth Stratford Food Festival on Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 September 2011.  

The festival will run along the banks of the River Avon and in the three food markets across the town.

Visit : www.stratfordfoodfestival.co.uk. For press passes contact Sarah Pracey at sarah@praceypr.com.

Events in Italy

Venice Film Festival 

31 August to 10 Sept 2011

The 68th Venice Film Festival, one of the oldest and most famous, will attract housands of visitors, and film stars with hundreds of shown over the ten days. The Festival is hosted at the Lido island in the Venice Lagoon.

Visit : www.labiennale.org. 

Mito Settembre Musica, various locations Turin and Milan

September 2011  

This is the 5th year of this major festival developed from the Settembre Musica which connects Turin and Milan, in a programme of concerts form the world’s best orchestras, baroque opera, medieval music, and contemporary music and jazz with open-air shows, night-time concerts

Visit : www.mitosettembremusica.it. 

Bravio Delle Botti, Montepulciano, Tuscany

28 August 2011

The Bravio delle Botti ( Barrel Rolling race) takes place in the medieval town of Montepulciano in Tuscany on the last Sunday in August. 

It is a competition between the eight Contrade (town neighbourhoods) of Montepulciano to gain the Palio, a painted cloth banner. There’s also a costume processions and a street banquet. 

Visit : www.braviodellebotti.com.
Historical Regatta, Grand Canal, Venezia

4 September 2011

The Grand Canal every year during the first Sunday of September becomes a theatre for one of the greatest of Venetian events, the Historical Regatta, dating back to 1315 under the rule of doge Giovanni Soranzo. 

Visit : www.comune.venezia.it. 

Cinecitta’ Si Mostra, at the Cinecitta’ Film Studios in Rome

Until 30 November 2011

To celebrate the 150th Anniversary of Italian Unification and for the first time in their

history, the Cinecitta’ Film Studios are opened to the public for a special exhibition highlighting the history of Cinecitta’.

Visit : www.cinecittasimostra.it

Contact : Stefania Gatta at stefania.gatta@enit.it.

Comedy festivals in England

Brighton Comedy Festival,Brighton Dome

07 to 22 October 2011

Visit : www.brightoncomedyfestival.com 

Manchester Comedy Festival

17 to 30 October 2011

Visit : www.manchestercomedyfestival.co.uk
Leicester Comedy Festival

03 to 19 February 2012

Visit : www.comedy-festival.co.uk 

Contact : Yolanda Copes-Stepney at Yolanda.Copes-Stepney@visitengland.org.

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

New Mexico ghost towns

New Mexico’s mining history and cowboy heritage has left over 400 ghost towns scattered across the state including :

Shakespeare 

Shakespeare is located just outside the city of Lordsburg, near the Arizona border. 

In addition to the town’s regular tours there are seven living history re-enactment shows, including ‘Death over an Egg’ where Ross Woods was shot and killed in the dining room of the Stratford Hotel by Bean Belly Smith.
Dawson 

In 1901 Dawson coal mine opened, but by 1950 the whole town was deserted due to several mining explosions that resulted in the death of over 350 miners. In its heyday Dawson, which is located in north east New Mexico, had its own newspaper, a theatre, hotel, hospital, golf course and bowling alley. 
The town now stands empty and visitors are left with the memories of those who lost their lives and whose graves are marked by a single white cross.
Lake Valley 
Lake Valley Ghost Town is ocated by the western side of Monument Peak, north west of Las Cruces. Once an old ore mining town with a reputation for being a tough cowboy haunt, today visitors can explore the old buildings and the restored school house. 
Steins 

Steins, an old railroad town, was named after Captain Enoch Stein, a US army officer. During the late 1800s and early 1900s a number of rail tracks were built through the town and today it is one of the most well preserved ghost towns. 
Located in the south western corner of New Mexico, Steins still has its period furnishings so visitors really can take a step back in time and see how a western town really used to look.

Yeso

Yeso, which is located in the centre of El Grande, is an old trading centre for ranchers and farmers in the area. When it became clear that the land surrounding Yeso was no good to farmers many of them left, leaving behind the empty shells of family homes, a motel, garage and local shop. 

Visit www.newmexico.org Contact: Louise Evans at louisee@hillsbalfour.com.

Fort Jesus, Mombasa

The historic site of Fort Jesus in Mombasa has been awarded UNESCO World Heritage Site status. 

Mombasa, the largest city in Kenya, is the gateway to a 500km stretch of Indian Ocean coastline and Fort Jesus is one of its key attractions

In East Africa’s oldest harbour, the fort was built by the Portuguese in the 16th century to protect the port of Mombasa and represents an outstanding example of Portuguese military fortification of the period. 
It served as a transit point for the slave trade and commodities and it attracted traders from Portugal, India and the Middle East. 

 Fort Jesus will become the sixth World Heritage Site in Kenya on a list which includes the Lamu Archipelago to the north of Kenya’s coast,  Lake Bogoria, Lake Nakuru, Lake Elementaita and the Great Rift Valley. 

Mombasa’s Old Town has also been put forward to UNESCO for consideration.

Visit www.magicalkenya.com. Contact : Daniela Resenterra at Danielar@hillsbalfour.com.

Europe's unusual delicacies

Rail Europe has uncovered some of Europe’s more unusual dishes in some of its destinations throughout Europe.

Casu Marzu, Sardinia, Italy

Casu Marzu is an overripe, maggot-infested cheese is something of an Italian delicacy. The cheese starts off life as a simple Pecorino before being left in the sun in a bid to tempt flies to lay their eggs inside it. 

Tripe Stew, Porto, Portugal

A pungent, smoky stew of white beans and tripe is a staple of most bars and restaurants in this buzzing port city on the River Douro. 

Andouillette sausage, Troyes, France

This is a pale, lumpy sausage made from pigs' intestines.

Goose Barnacles, Galicia, Spain

Goose barnacles are tiny crustaceans that can only be harvested along northern Spain's rugged coastline. 

Smalahove, Norway

Take one sheep's head, torch the wool off it and remove the brain, salt and smoke the head then steam or boil it for a few hours. 

Cholera, Valais, Switzerland

The Valais region of Switzerland produces a dish of potatoes, leeks, cheese, onions, apples, pears and bacon are topped with pastry and baked.

Visit : www.raileurope.com. Contact : Emily Turner at eturner@raileurope.co.uk.

Navada’s state parks

While two thirds of Navad’s population live in the Las Vegas area its state parks offer deserts and snow-capped mountain ranges.  
During late summer and early autumn visitors are able to experience dramatic natural scenery and wildlife as the temperature begins to cool ahead of the winter season.  
Great Basin 
A vast, high-altitude mountain desert with impressive rock precipices and towering mountain ranges, the Western edge of the Great Basin provides a destination for avid stargazers. 

Isolated from nearby towns and cities, the absence of light pollution provides a crystal clear night sky.  This autumn’s highlight is the Orionids meteor showers in October.  

Beaver Dam State

As eastern Nevada’s most remote park, Beaver Dam State is located six miles north of the town of Caliente, and offers deep canyons and thick pine and juniper forests, which are home to a series of beaver dams built into the stream running through the park.  

Valley of Fire State Park

Situated 55 miles northeast of Las Vegas, Valley of Fire State Park is the oldest and largest state park in Nevada.  The parks vivid red landscape comes from the red sandstone formations that rise out of the Mojave Desert.  
The park is popular with photographers due to its alien terrain, strong light and unique rock formations.  

Fort Churchill

Fort Churchill, a US. Army fort built in 1860, provided protection for early settlers.  It survived only nine years before it was abandoned, although visitors to the park can still see its remains today.  
A former route of The Pony Express and the Overland Telegraph, this thoroughfare now provides a visitor centre with historical artefacts.

Lake Tahoe Nevada State Park 

Lake Tahoe Nevada State Park is home to Sand Harbor and Incline Village. 

The Tahoe Adventure Company hosts a range of land and water-based itineraries and trips for individuals, groups and families.  
Visit www.travelnevada.co.uk. Contact Rebecca Charlton at rebeccac@hillsbalfour.com.

The Rhône Valley, France

The Rhône Valley was one the first French areas to start making wines and remains a destination for wine connoisseurs and novices wishing to find out more about the all aspects of wine and winemaking. Visitors to the area can visit the pretty villages gathered in the 17 Appellations.

Courses on wine making and hands-on experiences along with dedicated wine festivals are available in the Ardèche, Vaucluse Provence and in the Gard. 

Les ‘Vendanges de l’Histoire

Les ‘Vendanges de l’Histoire, which is held on 15 and 16 October in Chusclan, a picturesque village near Nîmes, is a festival where the whole village travels back in time to give visitors a snapshot of a winegrower’s life in the 1900’s. 

Visit : www.fetevigneronnechusclan.com. 

Le Rhône Crussol

Le Rhône Crussol is a group of small Ardèche wine villages which have been awarded the coveted ‘Vignobles and Découvertes’ label. This label which is granted for only three years at a time highlights destinations which offer a comprehensive package promoting wines to visitors. 

Visit : www.larpenteur-tours.com.  

Visit : www.rhone-wines-tourism.com. Contact : Edith Meyer at edith@firstpr.co.uk
	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Kempinski Hotel Barbaros Bay, Turkey

Kempinski Hotel Barbaros Bay, Turkey is welcoming its guests to enjoy the critically acclaimed Bodrum International Ballet Festival, held from 14 August until 1September 2011 in the historic 15th century Bodrum Castle. 
The package offers guests the chance to combine a five-star summer sun and spa holiday with world class culture and dance.

Now in its 9th year, the Bodrum International Ballet Festival combines both modern and contemporary dance. 
Highlights include interpretations of Carmen, Spartacus and Rock and Roll by some of the most highly praised ballet companies from Europe and beyond, including Russia, USA and Germany. Each performance promises guests a memorable evening showcasing the beautiful town of Bodrum at its very best. 

Kempinski Hotel Barbaros Bay is a property with 25 suites and 148 deluxe and superior rooms, each with its own terrace and balcony offering spectacular views of the Aegean Sea. It has its own private beach.

Visit : www.bodrumballetfestival.gov.tr and www.kempinski.com/bodrum. Contact : Gizem Oflazoğlu at gizem.oflazoglu@kempinski.com.  

TRYP by Wyndham, Colombia

The Wyndham Hotel Groupis to open its first TRYP by Wyndham hotel in Colombia.

The 14-story, four-star hotel is located on Calle Colombia in the heart of the Colombian state of Antioquia’s capital city and the country’s second-largest city. 

It becomes the brand’s fourteenth hotel in South America, joining properties in Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay.

Continuing its expansion in the Americas, the TRYP by Wyndham brand will open its second Colombian property, TRYP Bogotá, in the fourth quarter of 2011 and will introduce its first location in North America with the TRYP New York City – Times Square South in summer 2011.

Visit : www.melia.com. Contact : comunicacion@melia.com. 

The Rosewood Hotel Georgia, Vancouver

The Rosewood Hotel Georgia, Vancouver has reopened following a major restoration that has returned this historic hotel as a social, business and cultural hub of the city.  

This hallmark property, now managed by prestigious Rosewood Hotels & Resorts, started life 84 years ago and has enjoyed a vibrant past with guests including glamorous Hollywood stars, music legends and British Royalty.

Visit : www.rosewoodhotels.com or www.rosewoodhotelgeorgia.com. Contact : Sophie Furness at Sophie@grifcopr.com.

Style Trendy & Elegant Hotels

Style Trendy & Elegant Hotels has launched its new hotel collection for 2011-1012 with 80 hotels in 12 countries. 

In recent months, the group has added another 16 hotels :

Italy 

· the Maison Moschino in Milan

· the Leon’s Place in Rome

· the Premier Suites and the Waldorf Hotel in Milano Marittima

· the Palazzo Barbarigo in Venice

· the Golf Hotel IS Arenas 

· the Coluccia Hotel & Beach Club in Sardinia, and the Lido Palace in Trento. 

Spain 

· the Mirror and the Hotel Bagues in Barcelona

· the Villa Oniria in Granada

· the Molina Lario in Málaga, and 

· the Nelva Santos in Murcia. 

Other important new additions include the Cassa Hotel in New York, the Le Grand Balcon in Toulouse and the Onirya Marinha de Cascais in Portugal.  

Visit : www.hotusa.com. Contact : Matías Bueno at comunicacion1@hotusa.es.

Centara Hotels & Resorts

The Centara Watergate Pavillion Hotel & Spa Bangkok, Centara Hotels & Resorts third hotel in Bangkok, will open in 2012.
The four-star property located at Rachaprarop and above the Watergate Pavillion shopping complex.

Centara Hotels & Resorts is Thailand’s largest operator of hotels, with 44 deluxe and first-class properties covering all the major tourist destinations in the Kingdom. 

A further 13 resorts in the Maldives, Indian Himalayas, Philippines, Vietnam, Bali Indonesia, Mauritius Indian Ocean, brings the present total to 57 properties.  

Visit : www.centarahotelsresorts.com. Gill Warren at gillyw@avenuesales.co.uk. 

The Rosewood Mayakoba, Mexico

The Rosewood Mayakoba is located on the Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico recently won the ‘Sustainable Standard Setter Award’ by the Rainforest Alliance.

The resort hotel is situated within a 1,600 acre enclave, and surrounded by the wildlife and jungle of the Riviera Maya.

It is close to Mexico’s archaeological including the Mayan ruins of Tulum. 
Visit www.rosewoodhotels.com. Contact : Hannah Summers at Hannah@grifcopr.com. 

Centara Watergate Pavillion Hotel & Spa Bangkok 

Centara Hotels & Resorts will open the Centara Watergate Pavillion Hotel & Spa Bangkok, its third hotel in Bangkok, in the second quarter of 2012.

The four-star property will be located at Rachaprarop and above the Watergate Pavillion shopping complex.

Visit : www.centarahotelsresorts.com. Contact : Kanokros Sakdanares at kanokrossa@chr.co.th

Grand Hotel Kronenhof, Switzerland

The Grand Hotel Kronenhof is located in Pontresina, in the heavily wooded Upper Engadine Valley in south-east Switzerland.

 The Engadine, protected by high Alpine mountains on all sides, is known for its sunny climate and landscapes making it a European destination to witness autumn colours set against clear blue skies.

Grand Hotel Kronenhof has an autumn foliage package, offered between 1 September and 15 October, which includes dinner, bed and breakfast, complimentary use of the hotel’s spa facilities, and unlimited use of all the mountain railways in the Engadine/St Moritz area.  

Visit : www.kronenhof.com. Contact : Sue Heady at sue@headycommunications.com.

base2stay Liverpool

base2stay Liverpool is located on Seel Street, in the heart of the city, in the Bohemian RopeWalks design and entertainment quarter.

The hotel is  surrounded by some of the best restaurants, bars and clubs in the city. 
Liverpool One, the city’s new shopping district and the city’s cultural attractions - including Tate Liverpool and The Beatles Story in the Albert Dock and Echo Arena, The Walker Art Gallery and St George’s Hall - are all within easy walking distance. 
The hotel will offer accommodation to Alliance members on assignment.
Visit : www.base2stay.com/liverpool. Contact: Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk. 
Bishops Lodge Ranch Resort & Spa, Santa Fe, New Mexico

Bishop’s Lodge is located in Santa Fe, New Mexico at the base of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains and close to the historic plaza area. 

The resort offers an abundance of seasonal recreational activities and is one of America’s premier retreats, as reported by Travel & Leisure magazine 

Visit www.bishopslodge.com. Contact : Erika Maya at Erika@ballantinespr.com
Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· SeaDream Yacht Club’s luxury mega-yachts - SeaDream I and SeaDream II will be delighted to consider providing accommodation onboard to Alliance members. Visit: www.seadream.com. Contact: Adrienne d’Annunzio at adannunzio@seadream.com.

· Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Ryder at lucy_ryder@bathtourism.co.uk. 
· City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.
· The German city of Frankfurt will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members. Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de.
· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com.  Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@visitorlando.com.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 
· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 
· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 
· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anne Kapranos at Anne@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk. 

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Caroline Parrish at cparrish@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Sue Bradbury at jess@suebradburypr.com.
· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products and services 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Kangol Headwear

Kangol’s straw hat collection will complement your every summer look with styles ranging from contemporary and classic trilby’s to glamorous beach brim hats.

Visit : www.kangolstore.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
Rhinocarhire.com

Leading car hire specialist, Rhinocarhire.com, is offering car hire assistance for press trips in 2011. 

Vehicles are available worldwide in over 20,000 locations to include countries in Europe (France, Spain, Portugal, Italy etc), Africa, Asia, Australasia, North America and South America. 

Visit www.rhinocarhire.com. Contact : Jemma Thompson on info@citruspr.co.uk. 

Silhouette
Silhouette sunglasses provide 100% protection against UV A, B and C rays. If Silhouette’s IQ POL Sunglasses were suntan lotion, they would correspond to the European protection factor 32.

Visit : www.silhouette.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Simple

Californian footwear brand Simple has your feet ready for summer with these eco friendly organic cotton plimsoles. Exclusive to Schuh, they are available in white and navy with ribbon laces- the perfect footwear for French Riviera chic.

Visit : www.simpleshoes.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Mitchum

Keep your cool when the temperature rises this summer with Mitchum Anti-Perspirant and

Deodorant. Available in stick, roll on and aerosol variants it will keep you feeling ‘just showered fresh’ all day.

Visit : www.mitchum.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Teva

Teva’s Contoured Ribbon Mush is the most comfortable flip flop in the world. Using state of the art memory foam you will feel like you are walking on clouds when walking on the beach, boardwalk or pavement this summer.

Visit : www.teva.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
John Masters Organics

Make every day a day at the beach with John Masters Organics Sea Mist Sea Salt Spray with Lavender. It protects the hair and provides extra body, volume and texture, also helping to enhance curls for natural beach beautiful hair.

Visit : www.johnmasters.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Terms & Conditions:

· subject to availability at time of booking

· valid rental & booking period: Jan 1st - Dec 31, 2011 

· offer valid for car rentals in Switzerland, Italy, France & Monaco, Germany

· applies to all car categories and Elite Rent-a-Car rental tariffs (Shopping/Tradition)

· blackout period for complimentary car upgrade is 1 July to 15 September 15 to 31 December 2011

· Elite Rent to be mentioned and contacts included in fact box of subsequent editorial feature

Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com
Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups. The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.
Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

Delph

Delph Sun Care offers a comprehensive range of family products from SPF 8 to 50, rated UVA 4* for their “superior” protection. The range has been fully tested to medical standards (not tested on animals) and is one of only 6 sun creams listed on the UK Drug Tariff allowing it to be prescribed by GP’s.

To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.
Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net  

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.  Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com. press@roughguides. 

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 
at dean@summersdale.com.
Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com

	Issue 101 : mid-July 2011:  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

City Running Tours-Chicago

City Running Tours - Chicago allows visitors and locals to Chicago to get their miles in while they learn about the financial, business and cultural capital of the Midwest. 

Professional guides lead runners to the spectacular sites, share fascinating stories of the city’s history and provide information on all best places to visit during the stay.
City Running Tours-Chicago would be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  

Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.
Aleenta Resorts & Spa, Thailand

Aleenta Resorts & Spa, a collection of small, award winning luxurious boutique hotels in Phuket and Hua Hin, Thailand with suites, pool villas, and private beachfront villas will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. 

Aleenta is a member of Small Luxury Hotels of the World (SLH).
Visit : www.aleenta.com. Contact : Mark Armsden  at ma@deliveringasia.com. 
Pine River Ranch, Washington State, USA

Pine River Ranch is a six room Bed and Breakfast located 12 miles outside Leavenworth, WA and the closest to the Steven’s Pass ski resort.  
The ranch is centrally located for all the Leavenworth and Lake Wenatchee activities including skiing, snowshoeing, hiking, biking and golf.
Pine River Ranch will consider offering free or hugely discounted accommodation to Alliance members.

Visit www.prranch.com. Contact : Allan Gourlie at allang@quicknbrite.com. 

Thanyamundra

Thanyamundra is a boutique, sustainable 5 star organic resort offering a sanctuary dedicated to the ultimate private rejuvenation of body, mind and soul in the most natural yet sophisticated personalised form. 
The resort is located adjacent to the Khoa Sok National Park in Suratthani province in Thailand. It is a 2 hour drive north from Phuket International Airport. Thanyamundra will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. 
Visit : www.thanyamundra.com. Contact : Mark Armsden  at ma@deliveringasia.com. 
Travel Retailing and Destination Expo, Las Vegas

The American Society of Travel Agents (ASTA) is inviting Alliance members to attend its Travel Retailing and Destination Expo at the Las Vegas Convention Center in between 11 and 13 September.

ASTA, is the world's largest association of travel professionals whose members include travel agents and the companies whose products they sell such as tours, cruises, hotels, car rentals, etc. 

To attend, complete a brief registration form  : http://www.thetradeshow.org/pdf/media_registration_form.pdf and fax it and your supporting documentation to 703.739.0453 or email to pr@asta.org for your complimentary registration.

Visit : www.asta.org. Contact : Kristina Rundquist at KRundquist@asta.org.

Thanyapura, Thailand

Thanyapura is a new sports complex and training centre that has opened on Phuket for amateur and elite athletes. It would be of particular interest to anyone writing about sports tourism or active travel. 

Thanyapura will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. 
Visit : www.thanyapura.com/tslc/sport-and-leisure-club. Contact : Mark Armsden  at ma@deliveringasia.com.
The Museum Embankment Festival, Frankfurt, Germany

26 to 28 August 2011

For three days in August, Frankfurt celebrates its museum embankment and waterway with a combination of art, culture, music and cuisine along the River Main. 

The festival, annually attracts three million visitors to Frankfurt with a unique variety of special museum programmes and countless open-air stage performances. 

the Museum Embankment Festival is one of Europe’s largest cultural celebrations. 

Visit : www.museumsuferfest-frankfurt.de. For press trip requests to Frankfurt contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de.

Summersdale travel publications

Established in 1990 with The Busker's Guide to Europe, Summersdale is one of the UK's top independent non-fiction publishers and a leading publisher of narrative travel writing, including adventure set in exotic locations and living abroad tales from sunny parts of Europe. 
Recent and upcoming publications: 
· Bonnes Vacances: My Crazy Family Adventure in the French Territories by Rosie Millard

· Lunch in Paris by Elizabeth Bard

· Tales from the Fast Trains: Europe at 186 MPH by Tom Chesshyre, and

· One Steppe Beyond: Across Russia in a VW Camper by Thom Wheeler. 
The company also publishes walking guidebooks with Walking the County High Points of England and 52 Favourite Sussex Walks coming next spring. 

Summersdale will be happy to provide review ciopies of its publications to Alliance members.

Visit : www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean at dean@summersdale.com.
The Renaissance Newark Airport

Alliance members flying in or out of Newark Airport are invited to a complimentary night stay at newly renovated Renaissance Newark Airport for editorial coverage.

The hotel has undergone a multi-million dollar renovation to create an environment that represents the distinctive and stylish ambiance of the Renaissance brand.  
Visit : www.marriott.co.uk/Renaissance. Contact : Michele Lee at mlee.jcc@gmail.com.

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Air Berlin 
airberlin is Germany's second largest airline. The company has a workforce of 8,900 employees. In 2010 alone, airberlin received over 10 awards for service and quality. The fleet comprises of 170 aircraft with an average age of five years, making it one of the most modern fleets in Europe. 

As one of the major European airlines, airberlin flies to 163 destinations in 39 countries. In 2010, the airline carried 33.6 million passengers. airberlin has signed up for membership to the global airline alliance oneworld® and is expected to become a full member at the start of 2012. airberlin has been offering flights under codeshare agreements with American Airlines and Finnair since November 2010.


Visit : www.airberlin.comairberlin. Contact : Press office at abpresse@airberlin.com. 
East West Executive Travellers


East West Executive Travellers is a full service travel and Destination Management Company. We specialize in business travel as well as corporate meetings, conferences & incentive programs in Singapore, Malaysia, China & other South East Asian destinations.

Headquartered in Singapore, we have operating offices in Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur, China, Shanghai & associated companies elsewhere in the region. We also have representative offices in Germany & the US.

Visit : www.eastwestplanners.com. Contact : Angela Gray at angela.gray@eastwestplanners.com.  

London Marriott County Hall

The London Marriott County Hall is a luxury 5 star hotel, which boasts a wealth of original period features, spacious guest rooms, intimate private dining ares and world-class cuisine. Set in the heart of the historic South Bank on the River Thames next to the London Eye, it holds spectacular views of Big Ben and the Houses of Parliament.


Visit : www.londonmarriottcountyhall.co.uk. Contact : Cassandra Roberts at cassandra.roberts@marriotthotels.com.

Safari Hunters (Kenya)

For tourists and corporations, Safari Hunters  Kenya provides safaris, eco- tourism safaris, video safaris, accommodation ,transport and corporate travel. 

Visit : www.safarihunters.net. Contact : VivienWamalwa at info@safarihunters.net. 

Worsley Park, A Marriott Hotel & Country Club


Hidden away in over 200 acres of parkland with its own championship golf course yet is only minutes away from the motorway network and just 7 miles from the heart of Manchester city centre.  

The striking contemporary interior respects the traditional Victorian architecture, and once inside you will discover thoroughly modern facilities throughout the estate.  

Whether it be for business or pleasure, whatever your reason for visiting, the resorts location and fresh interior partnered with the sharpness of its savvy service and vibrant atmosphere makes Worsley Park the perfect venue for any event.

Contact : www.MarriottWorsleyPark.co.uk. Contact : Nicola Staley @ nicola.staley@marriott.com. 

Honeybadger Tours (Tanzania)

Honeybadger Tours is a tour operator with offices in Dar es Salaam and Harare in Zimbabwe


Visit : www.honeybadgertours.com. Contact : Joseph Nyabezi at info@honeybadgertours.com.

Visit Tunisia


Visit Tunisia is a full service Destination Management Company that has a long track record in helping to design, plan and deliver memorable events throughout Tunisia.

Being part of the wider Visit Tunisia Group, which employs a team of 28 and has an equally strong track record in tour operating and high end individual tour programmes; the DMC team benefit from preferential rates from such activities. 
The company also operates its own fleet of modern coaches and limousines which delivers a consistent high standard of comfort and safety standards.

Visit : www.visit-tunisia.com. Contact : Sara Chelly at visittn@gnet.tn. 
	News


Amtrak

Amtrak, America’s passenger rail is celebrating its 40th anniversary. Visit : Amtrak40th.com. Contact Jane Wilson at jane@attachecommunications.co.uk. 
Best of Britain Holidays 

UK Tour Operator, Best of Britain Holidays, has installed mobile WIFI on their mini-coaches to give passengers a chance to use their Blackberry’s, iPhone’s, iPad’s & Laptops while on the move.

Visit : www.bobholidays.com. Contact : Graham Caygill at graham.caygill@bobholidays.com. 
The Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam

The Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam will close in September 2012 for six months renovation works.

Masterpieces by Van Gogh, including approximately 75 paintings and a number of works on paper, will remain on view during the renovation in the Herenvleugel of the Hermitage Amsterdam from October 2012.

Visit : www.holland.com. For more information including press trips opportunities contact:
Rianne Ojeh  press-uk@holland.com. 

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Thomas Jefferson in Paris

Context Travel, the scholarly tour company and a leader in sustainable tourism, has launched its Walk with Thomas Jefferson tour, which explores the impact of Paris on Thomas Jefferson.

Jefferson had four different residences during his five-year stay in Paris and sent over 86 crates home to the USA so as to continue his Francophile lifestyle once he returned home.

Founded by National Geographic writer Paul Bennett and graphic designer Lani Bevacqua, Context is a network of English-speaking scholars and professionals, including art historians, writers, architects and gastronomes.

The company organizes and leads walking seminars in Florence, Rome, Venice, Naples, Paris, London, Madrid, Barcelona, Berlin, New York, Philadelphia, Boston, Istanbul, and Athens. 

Visit : www.contexttravel.com. Contact : Petulia Melideo at petulia@contexttravel.com.

Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour

Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour will present some of the world’s most famous operas, on a purpose built stage on the harbour during between 24 March and 20 April 2012.

 

The first opera will be Verdi’s La Traviata, featuring a giant suspended chandelier and fireworks. 

Visit : www.opera-australia.org.au and www.coxandkings.co.uk. Contact : Katie Parsons at katie.parsons@coxandkings.co.uk.  

Carnival Cruise Lines in Texas

Texas is expecting over 110,000 additional visitors to the state this winter as Carnival Cruise Lines with the establishment of two additional routes from the Texan port of Galveston.

From November, the new Carnival Magic carrying 3,690 passengers will offer seven day Caribbean cruises from Galveston and the 2,758 passenger Carnival Triumph, which currently operates from New Orleans, will relocate to Galveston from October 2011, offering four or five day cruises around the Caribbean.

Visit : www.worldsleadingcruiselines.com and www.traveltex.com. Contact : Louise Evans at louisee@hillsbalfour.com.
Aruba, the Dutch Caribbean

TripAdvisor’s users have now voted Aruba as the No2 Best Destination in the Caribbean.Situated less than 20 miles off the coast of South America and just outside the hurricane belt, Aruba enjoys year-round sunshine and temperatures averaging 28°C. 

Visit : www.aruba.com and www.tripadvisor.com/TravelersChoice-Destinations. Contact : Chloe Buchanan at chloe@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

Arts festivals in the UK

Wilderness, Cornbury Estate, Oxfordshire, UK

12 to 14 August 2011

Wilderness is a new festival of music, food, learning and literature held in the lakes, forests and parkland of Oxfordshire‟s Cornbury Estate.

Visit : www.wildernessfestival.com. Contact : Yolanda Copes-Stepney at Yolanda.Copes-Stepney@visitengland.org.

Film4 FrightFest Empire Cinema, Leicester Square, London 

25 to 29 August 2011

FILM4 FrightFest is the UK's premiere fantasy and horror film festival. The festival, now in its 12th year, attracts thousands of genre fans each August for five days of premieres, previews, personal appearances, signings and surprises.

Visit : www.frightfest.co.uk. Yolanda Copes-Stepney at Yolanda.Copes-Stepney@visitengland.org.

London International Animation Festival

26 to 31 August 2011

The  includes gala premieres, retrospectives, Q&A's with filmmakers, workshops, audience voting, and the Best of the Festival screening. 

Visit : www.liaf.org.uk. Contact : Yolanda Copes-Stepney at Yolanda.Copes-Stepney@visitengland.org.

Portobello Film Festival, London 

1 to 18 September 2011

The UK's biggest independent film festival.

Visit : www.portobellofilmfestival.com. Contact : Yolanda Copes-Stepney at Yolanda.Copes-Stepney@visitengland.org.

Cambridge Film Festival, UK 

15 to 25 September 2011

Established in 1977, the Cambridge Film Festival has been committed to delivering the very best in independent international cinema for over 30 years. Bold and imaginative in our presentation of films, we embrace the latest technology, whilst also showcasing our passion for the heritage of cinema.

Visit : www.cambridgefilmfestival.org.uk. Contact : Yolanda Copes-Stepney at Yolanda.Copes-Stepney@visitengland.org.

Tenby Arts Festival, Pembrokeshire, Wales

17 to 24 September 2011

A music, arts and literature festival. This seaside event includes classic orchestral performances and jazz, Welsh choirs and soloists, sand sculptures and sambas and an increasingly strong participation of writers and performing poets. Last year's festival included international concert performers, poetry, drama and of course plenty of Welsh singing.

Visit : www.tenbyartsfest.co.uk. Contact : Yolanda Copes-Stepney at Yolanda.Copes-Stepney@visitengland.org.

The 2011 Ecotourism and Sustainable Tourism Conference (ESTC)

Hilton Head Island, SC, USA

19 to 21 September 2011

Eco-entrepreneur, Irene Lane, will speak at the 2011 Ecotourism and Sustainable Tourism Conference (ESTC).
A native of Greece and founder of sustainable travel web hub, Greenloons.com, Lane will discuss the relationship between tourism and heritage preservation, presenting Alonissos, Greece as a model of how tourism can be leveraged to effectively raise awareness and contribute to wildlife restoration on a global scale.

Greenloons is a Washington DC based company dedicated to providing nature enthusiasts and wildlife conservationists worldwide with trusted information about responsible, sustainable, and certified ecotourism travel vacations and volunteer conservation efforts both in the U.S. and internationally. 

Visit :  www.ecotourismconference.org and :www.greenloons.com. Contact : Irene Lane at irene@greenloons.com.

Food Fest, Birmingham UK 

14 to 23 October 2011

Birmingham’s new ten day food and drink festival featuring top-quality restaurants, producers and local cooking talent to make your mouth water. 
The inaugural year of the festival will see festival menus launched by 150 restaurants and a programme of food themed fringe events run by local businesses, celebrating the diversity of the Birmingham’s food scene.

Visit : www.visitbirmingham.com. Contact Ellie Rance at ellie.rance@marketingbirmingham.com.
	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Arizona
With year round sunshine and 300,000 square kilometers of plunging canyons, raging rivers, emerald forest and barren deserts, Arizona is a destination for sports and outdoor pursuits.

White water rafters, climbers, hikers and bikers can take advantage of perfect conditions and enjoy breathtaking natural scenery.  

One of the state’s great natural attractions is the Grand Canyon, which is 277 miles long, up to 18 miles wide and over a mile deep in places it’s an awe inspiring sight. 
A three day hike, which desends to the canyon basin, crosses the Colorado River before the steep ascent back to the south rim is one of the treks.

Visit : www.grandcanyonhikes.com.

The annual Canyon2Canyon rides, on 10 September 2011 is pen to cyclists of all capabilities, with 25, 60 and 100 mile routes covering the Williams to Tusayan areas of Arizona. 

Visit : www.canyon2canyon.com
The Greater Arizona Bicycling Association also offers a wide variety of rides leaving almost daily from Tucson, the state’s second largest city. 

Situated 120 miles southeast of state capital Phoenix, and ringed by mountains, the Tucson terrain makes for rides of varying pace and difficulty, from flat roads, to steep ascents and descents. And with peaks from four different mountain ranges in all directions, it goes without saying that the scenery is spectacular. 

Visit : www.bikegaba.org.

Visit www.arizonaguide.com. Contact : Kevin Gibson at keving@hillsbalfour.com
The Rainforest Alliance

The Rainforest Alliance a leading international conservation organization whose goals include promoting ecologically and socially responsible best practices for sustainable tourism businesses in Latin America.  
Also, it is helping to establish an accreditation body, which is part of the Global Sustainable Tourism Council (GTSC), to help tourism certification programs around the world develop and implement environmentally and socially sound standards.  
The Rainforest Alliance’s sustainable tourism program helps tourism professionals improve the ecological balance of their businesses through training workshops and on-site technical assistance.  
Initiatives include adopting ecosystem and water conservation measures, reducing energy use, supporting local economies, hiring from within the community and reducing costs.

Visit : www.rainforest-alliance.org. Contact : Irene Lane at irene@greenloons.com. 
Lewisburg , West Virginia

The small town of Lewisburg in West Virginia has this year been voted America's Coolest Small Town by Frommer's Budget Travel Magazine.

The 221-year-old town town is located in the Allegheny Mountains in the Greenbrier Valley and has many 18th and 19th-century buildings.
The main street offers the finest in southern hospitality, unique shopping and town festivals all set in a historic setting. 
The town offers a range of accommodation, from bed and breakfasts and legendary historic inns.  
Within five minutes of the historic district, visitors can travel along the narrow country roads winding through rolling farmlands, over covered bridges, dotted with 19th-century farmhouses and manor houses. 
Visit : www.lewisburg-wv.com and www
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	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Hilton Sa Torre, Mallorca

The Hilton Sa Torre is a country house estate dating back to the late 14th century set among the olive groves and almond trees of rural Llucmajor, a 20-minute drive from Palma.

The hotel, which has recently undergone a multi-million Euro renovation is the only hotel on the island with a Michelin star restaurant, Zaranda Sa Torre, run by award winning chef, Fernando Pérez Arallano.

Visit www.hotelsatorremallorca.com. Contact : Julia Clark at juliaclarkpr@hotmail.co.uk.

The Formosan Naruwan Hotel, Taiwan

The Formosan Naruwan Hotel Taitung, is a new five star hotel in Taitung the third largest city in Taiwan. 

Visit : www.naruwan-hotel.com.tw/en. Contact : Samantha Crossfield at samantha@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

Grand Hotel Kronenhof, Pontresina

The Grand Hotel Kronenhof, which is located in Pontresina, six miles from St Moritz, opened in the first half of the 19th century as a guesthouse. 

However, the main part of the current building, which is a registered historical landmark, was built at the very end of the 19th century in neo-Baroque style. 

The latest addition, completed in November 2007 consists of 28 new guest rooms and a spa.

Visit : www.kronenhof.com. Contact : Sue Heady at sue@headycommunications.com. 

Mountain Lodges of Peru


Mountain Lodges of Peru offers a seven-day experience beginning and ending in Cuzco, combining the exhilaration of a 60 km trek in the towering and spectacular Peruvian Andes with the comfort of mountain lodges. 

Guests on the little-known Salcantay Trail pass in small groups through numerous eco-systems at heights ranging from 2100 to 4600 metres, accompanied by a specialist guide and porters. 

Original Inca paths offer views of snow-capped mountains and glaciers, winding their way past waterfalls, rivers and turquoise lakes. 

Local inhabitants live isolated in simple houses, much as their ancestors have done for centuries. Guests are rewarded during their daily exertions with the most stunning mountain scenery, including rarely seen views of Machu Picchu, before visiting the ruins on the final day. 

Visit : www.mountainlodgesofperu.com. Contact : Gareth/Senderos at gareth@senderos.co.uk.

New hotels in Frankfurt 

Jumeirah Frankfurt 

The Jumeirah Frankfurt, which is scheduled to open in August 2011, is a five-star city hotel located in the heart of downtown Frankfurt, only a few minutes’ walk from the banking district, the Alte Oper, Goethestraße and the exclusive MyZeil shopping mall. 

Visit : www.jumeirah.com/frankfurt.  

Hilton Frankfurt Airport and the Hilton Garden Inn

The Hilton Frankfurt Airport and the Hilton Garden Inn both located at Frankfurt International Airport open in December 2011.

Visit : www.frankfurtairport.hilton.com and www.frankfurtairport.hgi.com. 

For press trips to Frankfurt contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de.

The Pengwern Arms Hotel, Llan Ffestiniog, near Blaenau Ffestiniog, Wales 

 

The 200-year-old Pengwern Arms Hotel in Llan Ffestiniog, near Blaenau Ffestiniog has reopened, following a two-year closure, as a community enterprise.

Since the end of March 2011, the community has owned and run the Pengwern and a large number of volunteers have worked to renovate and improve parts of the building.

Contact : Duncan Foulkes at duncan.foulkes@btinternet.com. 
The Mandarin, Turkey

The Mandarin is a boutique hotel situated in an unspoilt natural setting close to south-west Turkey's Turquoise Coast.

The eight bedroom hotel is suited to nature lovers who also value a touch of luxury and a high level of personal service, 

Visit : www.villamandarin.com. Contact : Ghislain Charles Sireilles at mail@villamandarin.com. 

Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.
· The German city of Frankfurt will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members. Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de.
· Pine River Ranch 12 miles outside Leavenworth, Wasthington State will consider offering free or hugely discounted accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.prranch.com. Contact : Allan Gourlie at allang@quicknbrite.com. 

· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com.  Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@visitorlando.com.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 
· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 
· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 
· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products and services 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Kangol Headwear

Kangol’s straw hat collection will complement your every summer look with styles ranging from contemporary and classic trilby’s to glamorous beach brim hats.

Visit : www.kangolstore.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
Rhinocarhire.com

Leading car hire specialist, Rhinocarhire.com, is offering car hire assistance for press trips in 2011. 

Vehicles are available worldwide in over 20,000 locations to include countries in Europe (France, Spain, Portugal, Italy etc), Africa, Asia, Australasia, North America and South America. 

Visit www.rhinocarhire.com. Contact : Jemma Thompson on info@citruspr.co.uk. 

Silhouette
Silhouette sunglasses provide 100% protection against UV A, B and C rays. If Silhouette’s IQ POL Sunglasses were suntan lotion, they would correspond to the European protection factor 32.

Visit : www.silhouette.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Simple

Californian footwear brand Simple has your feet ready for summer with these eco friendly organic cotton plimsoles. Exclusive to Schuh, they are available in white and navy with ribbon laces- the perfect footwear for French Riviera chic.

Visit : www.simpleshoes.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Mitchum

Keep your cool when the temperature rises this summer with Mitchum Anti-Perspirant and

Deodorant. Available in stick, roll on and aerosol variants it will keep you feeling ‘just showered fresh’ all day.

Visit : www.mitchum.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Teva

Teva’s Contoured Ribbon Mush is the most comfortable flip flop in the world. Using state of the art memory foam you will feel like you are walking on clouds when walking on the beach, boardwalk or pavement this summer.

Visit : www.teva.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
John Masters Organics

Make every day a day at the beach with John Masters Organics Sea Mist Sea Salt Spray with Lavender. It protects the hair and provides extra body, volume and texture, also helping to enhance curls for natural beach beautiful hair.

Visit : www.johnmasters.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Delph

Delph Sun Care offers a comprehensive range of family products from SPF 8 to 50, rated UVA 4* for their “superior” protection. 

The range has been fully tested to medical standards (not tested on animals) and is one of only 6 sun creams listed on the UK Drug Tariff allowing it to be prescribed by GP’s.

To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis. UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622. 
Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com
The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups
The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

Interface Images

World travel photographer David Smith of Interface Images is offering ITWA members a 50% discount on all image licenses and fine art prints ordered online from 8,000 + new images of world location, ethnic life, culture, smiling faces, lifestyle and cruise ship life images across 6 continents. 
For Alliance members this discount means a large travel image source for your stories, web sites and Blogs with prices starting at less than $US10 per image. 

Visit www.interfaceimages.com for easy search, amazing photo story galleries, instant image downloads and social networking links. Alliance members must enter the coupon code ITWA at checkout to get the discount. 
David has also produced a Travel Photography Today DVD ideal for Alliance members with two hours of live photo tips and hints for all travellers and photographers playable on all computers and NTSC TV systems and can be ordered online at http://www.imagebyinterface.com/products.htm

Contact David Smith at dave@interfaceimages.com
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.
Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 
at dean@summersdale.com.
Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com

	Issue 100 : July 2011:  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Rhinocarhire.com

Leading car hire specialist, Rhinocarhire.com, is offering car hire assistance for press trips in 2011. 

Vehicles are available worldwide in over 20,000 locations to include countries in Europe (France, Spain, Portugal, Italy etc), Africa, Asia, Australasia, North America and South America. 

Press trip assistance will be offered on a case-by-case basis.

About Rhinocarhire.com

Rhinocarhire.com launched in June 2008 and has made an impact in the online car hire market. 

Voted 'Best Car Hire Website 2010' at the Travolution Awards, Rhinocarhire.com has established itself among the leading car hire websites. It offers car hire in over 20,000 locations worldwide, including all the major airports and cities.

Comparing car hire rates with over 550 leading suppliers, Rhinocarhire.com offers the lowest prices to its customers, backed up by a dedicated customer support network in the UK. 

With supplementary services such as UK Airport Parking and over 6,000 pages of useful travel guides and information Rhinocarhire.com offer more than just low prices on car hire.

Visit www.rhinocarhire.com. Contact : Jemma Thompson on info@citruspr.co.uk. 

Press trip to Georgia, Europe

20 to 25 July 2011

Departing from and returning to London

Georgia is located at the crossroads of Eastern Europe and Western Asia and is bounded to the west by the Black Sea, to the north by Russia, to the southwest by Turkey, to the south by Armenia, and to the southeast by Azerbaijan.

The press trip to the country will take in all aspects of the country including Georgian cuisine, the Batumi Jazz Festival, a look at the country’s new tourist offerings and Vera Kobalia, the Minister for the Economy.

Alliance members with a commission who are interested in this trip should contact Aliona Muchinskaya at aliona@redsquarepr.com. 

Sunrise Resort & Marina, Grand Bahama Island

The Sunrise Resort & Marina, Grand Bahama Island is an intimate 30-room waterfront resort and full-service marina with 70 floating docks. The resort will be pleased to consider hosting Alliance members.

Visit: www.sunriseresortandmarina.com. Contact: Julie Harper at julie@madiganpratt.com. 
Cornwall Cottages

Cornwall Cottages, which provide high quality self-catering accommodation in Cornwall, specialising in properties on the beautiful Roseland Peninsula will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. 
Visit : www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact Jess Wright at jess@suebradburypr.com.  
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
South African Tourism


South Africa’s exceptional facilities, outstanding attractions and convenient location make the country an ideal destination for successful business experiences.

Along with its award-winning conference and exhibition centres and hotels, South Africa boasts stunning scenery and a constantly pleasant climate.  South Africa offers luxury at an affordable price with the added bonuses of easy access and no jet lag! 

The country has over 1,700 conference venues; Cape Town, Durban, Johannesburg and Pretoria all feature in Africa’s top 10 most popular convention cities.

Visitors can be tempted by exclusive safaris, world class restaurants, wine tours, whale watching, luxury spas and adrenaline-fuelled adventure trips.

Visit : www.southafrica.net. Contact : Donna Abberley at donna@uk.southafrica.net 

Net-Translators

Net-Translators is a leading translation and localization company that offers services in over 60 languages to companies worldwide. 

The company specialises in the localization of software products including GUI, online Help, translation of technical and marketing documentation, and full website globalization. 

It has a special department that specializes in the Tourism industry with certified in-country translators.

Visit : www.net-translators.com. Contact : Iris Susman  at iris.susman@net-translators.com.
VisitEngland

VisitEngland is the strategic leadership body representing the public and private sector 
stakeholders of English Tourism.  It works in partnership creating national tourism strategy, optimising marketing investment, and developing the visitor experience across England 

Visit : www.enjoyengland.com and www.visitengland.org. Contact : Yolanda Copes-Stepney at yolanda.copes-stepney@visitengland.org
Ancient World (Ceylon)

Ancient World is a Government- Ceylon Tourist Board registered Tourism & Travel organization in Inbound-Outbound Tours / Eco Tourism.  

Visit : www.ancientworldtours.netContact : Noel Peter Fernando at delta.noel@yahoo.com. 

Charming Villas

Charming Villas provides a selection of the most luxurious modern coastal villas and restored country farmhouses in the Spanish region of Catalonia.


Visit : www.charmingvillas.netContact : Richard Calvin at richard@charmingvillas.net
Destin Vacation Boat Rentals (USA)

Destin Vacation Boat Rentals is a full-service boat rental and watersports attraction service offering a large selection of watercraft and watersports equipment rentals, parasailing rides, fishing charters, and harbour cruises.


Visit : www.destinvacationboatrentals.comContact : Heather Thomas at info@destinvacationboatrentals.com
Unanchor (USA)

Unanchor is cutting down the time-consuming research of planning what you do while on vacation. We’ve created a marketplace of self-guided tour itineraries. Tour itineraries are written by local experts, they prioritize all of the sights and attractions for you, give you detailed maps and all of the insider information you’re looking for.


Visit : www.Unanchor.com. Contact : Jason Demant at Jason@Unanchor.com. 

No.1 Traveller Limited


No.1 Traveller is an airport hospitality specialist, offering passengers the smarter way to catch a flight, with an exclusive collection of airport lounges:

No.1 Gatwick South Terminal – includes Spa Treatment room

No.1 Stansted – at Gates 16 and 49

No.1 Gatwick North Terminal –Includes Travel Spa and Business Centre

No.1 Heathrow Terminal 3 – opening August 2011. Includes Travel Spa and Bedrooms

With a bistro-style menu and drinks available from the bar, No.1 Traveller is the perfect place to start a  trip in style. What’s more, we’ll be opening a travel spa, mini-cinema and games room at our new Gatwick and Heathrow lounges, so whether our guests want to indulge in a massage, get caught up in a classic film or pass the time with a game of pool or table-top football, spending time at the airport becomes a pleasure and part of the holiday experience.

Visit : www.no1traveller.com. Contact :Kay Joyce at kay.joyce@no1traveller.com 

EarthCruiser Overland Vehciles


EarthCruiser Overland Vehicles produces expedition vehicles for world travel.


Visit : www.earthcruiser.com.au. Contact : Lance Gillies at office@earthcruiser.com.au.

Greenloons


Greenloons is dedicated to providing family vacation planners worldwide with trusted information about responsible, sustainable and certified ecotourism travel vacations both in the U.S. and internationally.

Greenloons offers parents, as well as other nature and wildlife enthusiasts, with authentic family ecotours led by third-party certified tour operators and brings transparency to the different ecotourism certification standards.

The company provides clear definitions about the different types of green tourism, key information about regional certifications and international standards for ecotourism, topical news, certified ecotour search and reservation capabilities, volunteer conservation effort search, tour reviews and a community forum to share experiences.


Visit : www.greenloons.com. Contact : Irene Lane at irene@greenloons.com. 

Agencies 
Attaché Communications

Attaché Communications specialises in travel and tourism, offering full representation for clients, as well as undertaking specific projects for related services and companies. 

Active in the United Kingdom and Ireland, Attaché Communications operates across the consumer, trade, business, and conference and incentive sectors.  The company also works with economic development offices to widen and blend tourism with other fields of growth to achieve wider awareness and increased market share.

Attaché Communications uses various methods ranging from press liaison, media visits, press conferences, co-operative marketing and creative promotions within a defined strategic approach to achieve its client objectives.


Visit : www.attache-communications.co.uk. Contact : Jane Wilson at jane@attachecommunications.co.uk. 

WixHill 

WixHill PR specialises in luxury travel. Communications are creative and individualised ensuring new news and flexible itineraries. 

Clients include Ultimate Drives; super cars, five star hotels and the most dramatic driving routes in Europe packaged together to set your hair on fire!  

The State of Vermont; home of the Snowboard, Morgan Horse & some of the finest chefs & produce in the USA.  

The St Ermin’s Hotel, Westminster; a beautifully transformed grande dame made famous in the last century for her intelligence services connections, this phoenix from the flames rises again in summer 2011 with a stunning new look.


Visit : www.wixhill.co.uk. Contact : Caroline Donaldson-Sinclair at caroline@wixhill.co.uk. 

	News


The 2011/2012 Volvo Ocean Race

The Abu Dhabi Tourism Authority has launched a global competition to name the Abu Dhabi Ocean Racing team’s yacht that will contest the 2011/2012 Volvo Ocean Race. 

The 2011/2012 Volvo Ocean Race will comprise a nine-leg, multi-destination route which takes it past six continents and through some of the world’s most treacherous seas before end in Galway, Ireland, in summer of 2012.

Visit : www.abudhabivolvooceanrace.ae. Contact : Sarah Potter at sarah.potter@resultspr.co.uk.

Fort De Soto Park, Florida

St. Pete/Clearwater's Fort De Soto Park, Florida has been named America's best family beach by the editors of Parents, the nation's top selling parenting and family lifestyle magazine.
Visit : www.VisitStPeteClearwater.com. Contact: Josh Hall at Josh@VisitSPC.com.
Renaissance Newark Airport Hotel, New York

The Renaissance Newark Airport Hotel has reopened following a multi-million dollar renovation project 

Visit www.renaissancenewarkairport.com. Contact : Jane Coloccia at janecoloccia@gmail.com. 

The Hicks Lodge National Forest Cycle Centre, Leicestershire UK

The new £1.5 million Hicks Lodge National Forest Cycle Centre, near Ashby de la Zouch in Leicestershire, has opened 

Visit : www.nationalforest.org. Contact : Yolanda Copes-Stepney at yolanda.copes-stepney@visitengland.org. 

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The North Coast Trail, Vancouver Island, Canada

Vancouver Island’s North Coast Trail winds through 43 kilometres (27 miles) of Cape Scott Provincial Park and along the coastline of Vancouver Island’s northernmost point.

This wild West Coast ecosystem is a showcase of old-growth forest, upland bogs, sea stacks, tidal pools, sand and cobble beaches with the chance to see bald eagles, black bears and river and sea otters.

Visit : www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/cape_scott/hiking.html. Contact : Carla Mont at Carla.Mont@gov.bc.ca. 
Carmen Thyssen Bornemisza Museum, Malaga, Spain

The Carmen Thyssen Bornemisza Museum, the Andalucian branch of the main Madrid museum,  has opened in Malaga  It houses Spanish art from the 19th Century, with a particular focus on Andalusia. 

Highlights include pieces by a number of renowned Spanish painters, from still life and religious paintings by Francisco Zurbaran to Vincent Van Gogh’s famous Moulin de la Galette. 

Visit www.carmenthyssenmalaga.org and www.malagaturismo.com. Contact :   Lauren McNally at laurenm@hillsbalfour.com. 

The Rhône Valley, France

The Rhône Valley was one the first French areas to start making wines and is now a destination for wine connoisseurs and novices wishing to find out more about wines. 

Courses on wine making and hands-on experiences along with dedicated wine festivals are available in the Ardèche, Vaucluse Provence and in the Gard. Flights go into Nîmes and Avignon as well as a direct Eurostar Avignon service.

Visit : www.visit-southern-france.com. Contact : edith@firstpr.co.uk. 

Royal Caribbean International

Royal Caribbean International is to introduce Voyager of the Seas to the China market in 2012.Royal Caribbean International is the world’s largest cruise brand with 22 ships in service.The line also offers cruise tour land packages in Alaska, Australian, Canada, Dubai, Europe and New Zealand. 
Visit : www.royalcaribbean.co.uk and www.cruisingpower.co.uk. Contact : Surinder Manku at smanku@rccl.com.

Sri Lanka

The Unique Travel Company’s eight-day escorted Highlights Tour takes in cultural historic sites; wildlife watching and lush scenery from jungles and waterfalls to tea plantations, plus fun activities such as elephant riding and a day relaxing by the beach. 

Visit : www.theuniquetravel.co.uk. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

FloridaVacationAuction.com

FloridaVacationAuction.com, the official auction partner of VISIT FLORIDA, is a website which offers consumers the opportunity to bid on Florida vacation product offerings (hotels, resorts, vacation homes, attractions, etc.) at a savings of as much as 80% off rack rate.  

Visit : www.FloridaVacationAuction.com. Contact :  Jane Coloccia at mlee.jcc@gmail.com.

Ospreys in mid-Wales

Mid Wales tourism bosses are hoping for big influx of visitors in the coming weeks following exciting news that osprey chicks have hatched on a nature reserve near Machynlleth.

 

The parent ospreys arrived at Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust’s Cors Dyfi Reserve at Derwenlas in April. The reserve is located next to the five star Morben Isaf Holiday Home and Touring Park.

Visit : www.morbenisaf.co.uk. Contact : Duncan Foulkes at duncan.foulkes@btinternet.com.
Rainforest Expeditions, Peru

Rainforest Expeditions is a Peruvian ecotourism company that provides authentic educational experiences supporting conservation. 

Their three lodges in the Tambopata region (Posada Amazonas, Refugio Amazonas and the Tambopata Research Center) are a successful, symbiotic relationship between tourism, research and conservation. 

Visit : www.perunature.com. Contact : Gareth/Senderos at gareth@senderos.co.uk.

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

Yilan International Children’s Folk-game Festival, Taiwan

9 July – 21 August 2011

This festival takes place along the banks of the Dongshan River Water Park in Yilan and was originally created with children in mind. 

There will be performance troupes, folk groups, arts and craft, as well as many other water-based games and activities along with expositions showcasing antique folk-games.

Visit : www.taiwan.net.tw. Contact : Samantha Crossfield at samantha@saltmarshpr.co.uk
Summer exhibitions in London

Masterpiece London

Masterpiece London showcases the best in fine and decorative arts, antiques and collectables in the South Grounds of the Royal Chelsea Hospital. 

 www.masterpiecefair.com. 

The Royal Academy of Arts Summer exhibition

The Royal Academy of Arts Summer exhibition is the largest open contemporary art exhibition in the world drawing together work from new and emerging talents as well as established artists. It’s a must see on the arts calendar.

www.royalacademy.org.uk. 

The Vorticists exhibition

The Vorticists exhibition at the Tate Britain features this radical art movement from around the time of the First World War .

www.tate.org.uk. 

Contact : Yolanda Copes-Stepney at yolanda.copes-stepney@visitengland.org. 

The 11th Gimli International Film Festival, Manitoba, Canada
20–24  July 2011
The "Little Iceland" region of the central Canadian province of Manitoba stages annual Gimli International Film Festival, which is known for its free nightly screenings on Gimli’s lakefront beach. 
Films are projected over the lake onto a 35-foot-by-35-foot screen erected offshore on a sandbar surrounded by water. The family-friendly screenings attract crowds averaging 500 moviegoers per night, who bring their own beach blankets, cushions, and folding chairs.

The celestial fireworks of the aurora borealis — the northern lights — sometimes appear in the night sky over the lake.

Visit : www.gimlifilm.com and www.travelmanitoba.com/media. Contact : Lilian Tankard at jrecksiedl@travelmanitoba.com. 

Grizfest Music Festival, Northern British Columbia, Canada

30 and  31 July 2011

TYhe 10th annual Grizfest Music Festival takes place in the Northern BC community of Tumbler Ridge, northeast of Prince George.

Visit : www.grizfest.com. Contact : Carla Mont at Carla.Mont@gov.bc.ca.

Home of Metal, Venues around Birmingham and the Black Country, UK   
to 25 September 2011

The festival includes a series of major exhibitions, film programmes and conferences to celebrate Birmingham and the Black Country as the home of heavy metal. 
Home of Metal is a celebration of the music that was created in the West Midlands, its legacy and influence across the world. 
The main event of the festival is a large-scale exhibition at Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery that will explore the ingredients that together made Heavy Metal.
Visit : www.visitbirmingham.com. Contact : Ellie Rance at Ellie.Rance@marketingbirmingham.com. 
	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Mass market holiday destinations in Europe

Benidorm, Spain 
The Spanish coastal town of Benidorm was transformed from a sleepy village to a bustling tourist centre during the 1960s.

Each summer, the population of Benidorm swells to over 1.5 million people with visitors from throughout Europe.

The major attractions of Benidorm are its sandy beaches and the lively nightlife, with over 30 nightclubs and 1,000 restaurants ready to enjoy. 
Other Benidorm attractions include the Casco Antiguo (the old Benidorm city centre), Terra Mitica theme park, Terra Natura animal park, Mundomar Park and Aqualandia Water Park. For golf lovers, there are few top class golf courses in and around Benidorm.
Albufeira
Situated on the south coast of Portugal, Albufeira’s popularity boomed in the late 1960s, welcoming visitors from all over the world. 
Albufeira is known for its old worldly charm around the Fisherman's beach area, with its labyrinth of narrow streets, whitewashed houses and cafes which lead to the central square. Yet also there is a new part of Albufeira, which is centered around 'The Strip', a lively hub of activity with a beautiful beach. 
 

During the warm summer evenings, the restaurants, bars and clubs fill up with people, until they spill over into the vibrant streets. A new Marina has been completed on the west side of the town and offers a different and attractive aspect to the resort. 

 

Kos
Kos sits in the middle of the Dodecanese chain of Greek islands that hug the Turkish coastline between Rhodes and Patmos. 
It was one of the first Greek islands to go for mass-market tourism in a big way, with many Kos hotels built on beaches along the long, sandy coastlines to the east and south.
 

Kos, unlike many other Greek islands, is mostly flat and low-lying. The lack of hills has helped to make cycling a very popular Kos holiday activity and there are many bicycle rental outlets on the island. As well as the nightlife of Kos Town and a plethora of beach resorts, Kos also offers the discerning tourist some of the best archaeological sites in the Mediterranean. 
Directline Holidays is a leading travel website that compares self-packaged and traditional package holidays.
Visit : www.directline-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Cass Helstrip at Cass.Helstrip@whitetigerpr.com. 

Bike Rides in New York and New England

 
Great Freedom Adventures has outlined five favorite bike rides in New York’s Hudson Valley and in New England.
 
Covered Bridges of East Central Vermont
This is a scenic 31.3 mile loop that starts and finishes in historic Woodstock, a town the Ladies Home Journal termed “one of the prettiest small towns in America.” The route passes picture-perfect farmland, a dramatic gorge, classic country stores, a blueberry farm, three covered bridges, art galleries, restaurants and delis, and unique shops.

 
Islesboro, Maine
A 14-mile-long island in Maine’s upper Penobscot Bay is accessed by ferry from Lincolnville on the mainland. In the 19th century home to the largest commercial shipping fleet, the island was later reborn as a Gilded Age resort community with many large summer homes remaining. 

A 28.5-mile-ride begins and ends at the Isleboro ferry landing, along the way passing many harbors and coves filled with lobster pots and the famous summer colony and yachting center at Dark Harbor.
 
Vineyards and Horse Farms of the Hudson Valley

A 21.8-mile route traverses a tranquil countryside of impeccably manicured horse farms, stately homes and fragrant vineyards. The ride is begins and ends in Millbrook, a picturesque village and antique mecca. Cyclists pass Oak Summit Vineyards where you can stop to sample the vintages.

                                                                                   
Ride the Gaps of West Central Vermont

A 48-mile Green Mountain National Forest expedition begins and ends in Branbury State Park on the east side of Lake Dunsmore, with extraordinary wilderness in the Moosalamoo Recreation Area and a chance for a dip in the lake at the end.
 
Maritime Massachusetts

A 40.5-mile, scenic ride blends ocean breezes with colonial homes and farms, historic villages, dramatic shoreline and gorgeous beaches. Views of lighthouses and boat-filled harbors abound. Along the way are plentiful eateries including clam shacks, a boat building museum, sea captains’ mansions, and numerous antique shops and boutiques.

 
Great Freedom Adventures offers road bike tours with hiking and kayaking in New England and New York’s Hudson Valley in regions distinguished by diverse natural and cultural offerings. 

Visit : www.greatfreedomadventures.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com.

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Palacio Nazarenas, Peru

Orient-Express is to open Palacio Nazarenas, a 55 suite hotel in a former palace and convent in Cuzco, Peru in early summer 2012.  
 
It will be the groups sixth hotel in Peru and, when opened, will be the culmination of a three year restoration project carried out under the guidance of eight full time archaeologists and the supervision of Peru’s National Institute of Culture (INC).  
 
Cuzco is located 11,000 feet above sea level in the Andes mountain range.  To combat the symptoms of altitude sickness, which sometimes include sleeplessness and headaches, oxygen delicately scented with healing essential aromas of Andean flowers and herbs will enrich the atmosphere of each suite via the ventilation system, enabling guests to build up a reserve in their bloodstream as they slumber.  
  
Cuzco is an ancient Inca capital and gateway to one of the great wonders of the world, the citadel of Machu Picchu, which is three hours away by Orient-Express’ Hiram Bingham train through the magnificent Sacred Valley.  
Palacio Nazarenas will become the sister property to Hotel Monasterio, a 126 room former 16th century monastery owned and operated by Orient-Express since March 1999.  
Visit : www.palacionazarenas.com. Contact : Vicky Legg at vicky.legg@orient-express.com.

Hotel Bel-Air Los Angeles, California

Dorchester Collection is to reopen the Hotel Bel-Air in October after 24 months of extensive refurbishment and redesign. 
 
The hotel is built into a hillside offering sweeping canyon views, expansive sliding glass walls and spacious decks with private spa pools. 

There will also be seven individually designed specialty suites including the famed Grace Kelly Suite and a new Presidential Suite offering private dining for 10, a chef's kitchen and a private pool. 

Visit : www.hotelbelair.com. Contact : Sophie Hudson at sophie.h@peretti.com. 

Chalet Il Capricorno, Italy
 

Chalet Il Capricorno it’s a typical mountain hotel, 80 km away from Torino, in the Piedmont region of Italy.

The Alpine chalet is suited to those who enjoy peace and tranquillity and also for wine testing, cooking lessons, fishing, horse and bike riding and cultural activities.

 

Visit : www.chaletilcapricorno.it. Contact : Sylvia Gloria Ettorre at sylvia@altroveservices.com.

Anandá Boutique Hotel, Columbia
The Anandá Boutique Hotel, which is located in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia; has 23 luxury suites with views of the city. 
is a large Caribbean beach resort city on the northern coast of Colombia in the Caribbean Coast Region of and capital of Bolívar Department.

Founded in 1533 and named after Cartagena, Spain, the city played a key role in the development of the region during the Spanish eras and secured a hold as a center of political and economic activity due to the presence of royalty and wealthy viceroys. Cartagena's colonial walled city and fortress were designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1984.

Close to the Anandá are a number of important monuments and historical buildings including the Cathedral, Santo Domingo's Square, and the Inquisition Palace.

Visit : www.anandahotelboutique.com. Contact : Luz Aida Salcedo at reservas@anandacartagena.com. 
Caring luxury with Small Luxury Hotels of the World

Small Luxury Hotels of the World is working on a Caring Luxury initiative to maximise the positive effects of tourism, such as creating jobs, benefiting small businesses, enhancing guests’ awareness of local culture and traditions and assisting in the conservation and protection of natural habitats.

Villa Mangiacane, Italy 

Villa Mangiacane in Florence supports the preservation of fine art in Florence, as well as showcasing Shona sculpture, created by contemporary artists in Zimbabwe. Mangiacane also supports disadvantaged and handicapped children in Harare, Zimbabwe and has close ties to a number of charitable projects in Africa. 

Visit : www.slh.com/villamangiacane 

Kristiania Lech, Austria 

Austria’s first carbon neutral hotel, Kristiania Lech in the rlberg area of the Austrian Alps implements a climate protection strategy into its daily working processes together with ClimatePartner. The Climate Check-In concept at this property means that every guest’s carbon emissions are evaluated, including their travel to the hotel. 

Visit : www.slh.com/kristiania 

Hotel Punta Islita, Costa Rica 

Hotel Punta Islita is embedded in a secluded tract of tropical dry forest, a globally threatened ecosystem that is home to over 150 species of mammals, 200 bird species, 100 amphibian and reptile species, unique trees, and brilliant tropical flowers and, in collaboration with the Costa Rican Ministry of Environment, the hotel provides resources to guarantee a safe haven during the egg-laying ritual and hatching period of these endangered creatures. 

Visit : www.slh.com/punta.

The Talbott Hotel, Chicago

The Talbott, one of the first Green Seal Certified hotels in the United States, lets guests decide whether or not they’d like to join the effort by activating the “eco-mode” on specially designed thermostats in their rooms. 

Visit : www.slh.com/talbotthotel.  

Ka'ana Boutique Resort & Spa, Belize 

Ka’ana Boutique Resort & Spa has a ‘Trade Trees for Travel’ programme, which invites guests to off-set their carbon footprint by planting a ginger lily free of charge as they depart. It is also gives children under 12 staying at the hotel free meals and for every free meal consumed, will provide a nutritionally balanced meal for a local child at the Marla’s House of Hope orphanage in Belmopan, the nearby Capital City.

Visit : www.slh.com/kaanabelize. 

Pacific Resort Aitutaki, Cook Islands  

Pacific Resort Aitutaki recycles their used cooking oil from the kitchen into ‘Bio Diesel’ as an alternate fuel source for their diesel vehicles. They are now experimenting with its use in weed whackers and outboard motors. 

Visit : www.slh.com/pacificresort. 

Aleenta Resort & Spa, Thailand 

Thailand has four species of Marine Turtles and all of them are being severely threatened by over development and over fishing, with the Turtle population dropping quickly and dramatically. In response, Aleenta has created a Marine Turtle Foundation to support local turtle re-population, rehabilitation and education. 

Visit : www.slh.com/aleenta. 

For more information on Caring Luxury visit : www.slh.com/caringluxury and http://slh.com.  Contact : Emma Powell at Emma@Grifcopr.com.

Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Cornwall Cottages UK, which provide high quality self-catering accommodation in Cornwall, specialising in properties on the beautiful Roseland Peninsula will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact Jess Wright at jess@suebradburypr.com.  
· Sunrise Resort & Marina, Grand Bahama Island will consider hosting writers from the alliance. Visit: www.sunriseresortandmarina.com Contact: Julie Harper at julie@madiganpratt.com. 

· The German city of Frankfurt will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members. Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de.
· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com.  Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@visitorlando.com.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 
· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 
· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 
· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages, which provide high quality self-catering accommodation in Cornwall, specialising in properties on the beautiful Roseland Peninsula will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Contact Jess Wright at jess@suebradburypr.com.  
· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products and services 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Kangol Headwear

Kangol’s straw hat collection will complement your every summer look with styles ranging from contemporary and classic trilby’s to glamorous beach brim hats.

Visit : www.kangolstore.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
Rhinocarhire.com

Leading car hire specialist, Rhinocarhire.com, is offering car hire assistance for press trips in 2011. 

Vehicles are available worldwide in over 20,000 locations to include countries in Europe (France, Spain, Portugal, Italy etc), Africa, Asia, Australasia, North America and South America. 

Visit www.rhinocarhire.com. Contact : Jemma Thompson on info@citruspr.co.uk. 

Silhouette
Silhouette sunglasses provide 100% protection against UV A, B and C rays. If Silhouette’s IQ POL Sunglasses were suntan lotion, they would correspond to the European protection factor 32.

Visit : www.silhouette.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Simple

Californian footwear brand Simple has your feet ready for summer with these eco friendly organic cotton plimsoles. Exclusive to Schuh, they are available in white and navy with ribbon laces- the perfect footwear for French Riviera chic.

Visit : www.simpleshoes.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Mitchum

Keep your cool when the temperature rises this summer with Mitchum Anti-Perspirant and

Deodorant. Available in stick, roll on and aerosol variants it will keep you feeling ‘just showered fresh’ all day.

Visit : www.mitchum.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Teva

Teva’s Contoured Ribbon Mush is the most comfortable flip flop in the world. Using state of the art memory foam you will feel like you are walking on clouds when walking on the beach, boardwalk or pavement this summer.

Visit : www.teva.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
John Masters Organics

Make every day a day at the beach with John Masters Organics Sea Mist Sea Salt Spray with Lavender. It protects the hair and provides extra body, volume and texture, also helping to enhance curls for natural beach beautiful hair.

Visit : www.johnmasters.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Delph

Delph Sun Care offers a comprehensive range of family products from SPF 8 to 50, rated UVA 4* for their “superior” protection. 

The range has been fully tested to medical standards (not tested on animals) and is one of only 6 sun creams listed on the UK Drug Tariff allowing it to be prescribed by GP’s.

To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com
Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups
The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

Interface Images

World travel photographer David Smith of Interface Images is offering ITWA members a 50% discount on all image licenses and fine art prints ordered online from 8,000 + new images of world location, ethnic life, culture, smiling faces, lifestyle and cruise ship life images across 6 continents. 
For Alliance members this discount means a large travel image source for your stories, web sites and Blogs with prices starting at less than $US10 per image. 

Visit www.interfaceimages.com for easy search, amazing photo story galleries, instant image downloads and social networking links. Alliance members must enter the coupon code ITWA at checkout to get the discount. 
Contact David Smith at dave@interfaceimages.com
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.
Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com

	Issue 99 : mid-June 2011:  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Tallahassee, Florida

Tallahassee, is located in the Red Hills region of the Florida Panhandle some 25 miles from the Gulf of Mexico and is surrounded by genuine natural beauty.Being Florida, there is a climate that allows year-round enjoyment of the areas outdoor pursuits.
As Florida State Capital, Tallahassee also enjoys a political edge and historic ambiance supported by a fine cultural offering and cosmopolitan infrastructure. The Florida State and Florida A&M Universities are both based here and these infuse the city with the youthful vibrancy of a college town.

While Florida is one of the world's major tourist hot spots, Tallahassee is yet to be recognised as a travel destination in its own right.

The Alliance has just produced an AllWays traveller to Tallahhassee. To download a copy visit : www.allwaystraveller.com or contact me at Ashley@itwalliance.com.

Visit : www.visittallahassee.com. Alliance members looking for support with a press trip to Tallahassee contact : Katie Kole at katie.kole@visittallahassee.com or Amanda Russo at arusso@zimmerman.com.  

theExplorateur

theExplorateur, has information on a range of stunningly unique hotels worldwide.
Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. Alliance members interested in press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties please contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
Press trip to Greenland & Baffin Island

September 17-30, 2011

Alliance members are invited to explore The Heart of the Arctic by Small Ship Expedition With Adventure Canada 

This itinerary has been specifically chosen to highlight the best of Inuit art and culture, but also to provide us with the opportunity to compare and contrast Greenlandic communities with the Canadian territories of Nunavut.

Included : All passage, attractions, tours, and food is included in this media trip.  Shared accommodations only. 

Not included : Alcoholic beverages, items of a personal nature, insurance, and commercial flights.

Requirements : Writers with an assignment for an article related to travel, expedition cruising, or seniors will be given priority.  

Visit : www.adventurecanada.com. Contact Rebecca Burgum at rebecca@adventurecanada.com. 
Women’s Football World Cup, Frankfurt, Germany

Frankfurt will be welcoming football fans from around the world to the FIFA Women’s World Cup 2011™ with a spectacular kick-off festival held on the evening prior to the opening match. 

On Saturday, 25 June 2011, the River Main will be transformed into a highlight reel of magical football moments. 

The show will be repeated at the Football Gardens every Saturday up to the grand final on 17 July. 

Frankfurt Football Gardens is the official fan mile situated on the southern bank of the River Main in the heart of Frankfurt. 

A colourful programme of football, live music, numerous activities and international cuisine awaits football fans from across the globe.

Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. For press trips to Frankfurt contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de. 
The Alliance has also produced Destination Frankfurt with the Frankfurt Tourist+Congress Board, whic is a detailed media dossier on the city. Download a copy from www.itwalliance.com or contact : Ashley@itwalliance.com. 

Woburn Safari Park, Bedfordshire UK

Opened in 1970, Woburn Safari Park is one of the UK’s oldest wild animal parks. 

Its animals include white rhino, elephants, lions, tigers, black bears, wolves, bison, giraffes, lemurs, zebra, camels, wallabies, penguins, three kinds of monkey and a variety of antelope species.

 
Established by the 13th Duke of Bedford on the grounds of Woburn Abbey, the park has a long history of species conservation dating back more than 100 years.

 

Today, Woburn Safari Park is internationally recognised as a centre of excellence for the conservation of endangered wildlife and houses probably the biggest concentration of critically endangered African ungulates (hoofed mammals) on Earth.

 

Woburn Safari Park is a member of and contributor to the British and Irish Association of Zoos and Aquariums (BIAZA) and the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA).
Visit www.woburn.co.uk/safari. For press trips contact : Fran Pearce at fpearce@brayleino.co.uk. 
Orlando saw record breaking numbers in 2010


Orlando drew a record-breaking 51.455 million visitors in 2010, up 10.5% from 46.6 million in 2009.   

Domestic visitation accounted for 47.78 million visitors, a 10.3% increase over 2009; and international travel totaled 3.675 million, an increase of 12.6% from 2009. 

With this record, Orlando is the first destination in the country to welcome more than 50 million visitors and remains the most visited destination in the US. 

Visit : VisitOrlando.com/media. For press trips to Orland contact : Amy Voss at Amy.Voss@visitorlando.com. 

Press trip to circumnavigate Newfoundland by small ship expedition with Adventure Canada 

September 30 – October 10, 2011

Beginning in St. John’s, travelers will sail through the narrows of the island and discover scenic and cultural treasures along the rugged coastline of Newfoundland. 

The trip will offer visitors an opportunity for cultural immersion as they enjoy the warm hospitality of gracious and fun-loving Newfoundlanders. Kitchen parties, private concerts, visits to UNESCO World Heritage sites, sailing through vibrant estuaries, and feasting on local cuisine

Included : All passage, attractions, tours, and food is included in this media trip.  Shared accommodations only. 

Not included : Alcoholic beverages, items of a personal nature, insurance, and commercial flights.

Alliance members with an assignment for an article related to travel, expedition cruising, or seniors will be given priority.  

Visit : www.adventurecanada.com. Contact Rebecca Burgum at rebecca@adventurecanada.com
Daios Cove, Crete

Daios Cove Luxury Resort & Villas is a new, privately owned, resort 5 star beach resort in Crete. 

Located near to Agios Nikolaos on the unspoiled hillside of North-East Crete overlooking a private beach, Daios Cove is a destination for couples, honeymooners or families looking for a Mediterranean beachside holiday. 

Visit : www.daioscovecrete.com. For press review visits contact : Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.

Group and individual press trips to Holland 

Alliance members with a commission are invited to apply for group or individual press trips opportunities to Holland.

Group trips to Holland available during 2011 include :

Amsterdam 

15-17 July

The city is buzzing in 2011 and we will have an exclusive look at all that is new

Rotterdam

29-31 July

Explore this vibrant multi-cultural city during the Summer Carnival
The Lower Rhine
08-10 September: 

Cool Breaks on - Culinary delights 

Utrecht

16-18 September

Utrecht – Quirky, fun and relaxing

Independent and individual trips for Alliance are also available in 2011

Visit : www.holland.com/uk/press/index.jsp. Contact : Evelina Hederer at press-uk@holland.com. 

See also What’s in (below)

Pembrokeshire Fish Week, Wales UK 

Pembrokeshire Fish Week runs from 25 June- 3 July has 250 fish-orientated events dedicated to celebrating the region’s fresh seafood, protected coastline, sandy beaches and maritime heritage such as fishing competitions and cookery events.

Highlights of the festival include ‘Cook your Catch’ which is a seafood masterclass from five top British chefs including Mark Hix and Mitch Tonks. 

Celtic Haven has 26 coastal cottages which are set within the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park.

Visit : www.pembrokeshirefishweek.co.uk and www.celtichaven.co.uk. For review accommodation at Celtic Haven contact : Jenny Groutage at jenny@saltmarshpr.co.uk.
Normandy, France

Normandy celebrates its 1,100 year anniversary this year with hundreds of events dedicated to French history and culture planned throughout the region. 

Self-catering accommodation specialist, Pierre & Vacances, is offering history enthusiasts, families or those looking for a cultural holiday the chance to enjoy this unique anniversary at its selection of properties along the Normandy coastline.

Alliance members with a commission can request accommodation in a Pierre & Vacances property.

Medieval Festival in Bayeux
2-3 July

During the festival, Bayeux will be full of jesters, jugglers, fair damsels and knights. Highlights will include a medieval market, street performances, parades and a dramatic medieval ball. The famous 68 metre long Bayeux Tapestry is also available to visit seven days a week. 
 
Château Carrouges Festival of Hunting and Fishing

5-7 August

The 14th century Château Carrouges will host a three day festival devoted to traditional shooting and hunting practices in its 24 hectares of land. Events include the grand mass of Saint Hubert with horn blowers, dog and horse shows, a hunting horn competition and fishing.
  
Crèvecoeur Castle Festival

7-15 August 

The 700 year old Crèvecoeur Castle leaps back to the Middle Ages this August by recreating scenes from the time. Historians and archaeologists will make sure that each scene is historically accurate so visitors really feel as if they are walking through a 15th century castle. 

Mortemer Abbey Medieval Festival

June- September 

Located in the heart of Lyons Forest, the 12th century Mortemer Abbey will hold a variety of shows, theatre performances, ghost evenings and a huge medieval festival throughout the summer
 
Visit www.pierreetvacances.co.uk. Contact Jenny Groutage at jenny@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

The Holiday Inn, Newcastle-Jesmond, UK

The newest hotel in the North East to open under the Holiday Inn banner has a number of claims to fame -including reputedly being the place where Lennon and McCartney wrote She Loves You. It is suited for a weekend break in Newcastle and is just 10 mins walk from the city centre.

Visit : www.holidayinn.com. For press visits and/or to combine a stay with a package of activities in Newcastle contact Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.

Seaton Hall, Whitby, Yorkshire UK
This 1000 year old manor house is steeped in history and now has a handful of stunning holiday cottages sleeping between 5 and 11 including a former fisherman's cottage in Whitby itself. 

Visit : www.seatonhall.co.uk. For press facility visits contact : Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.

Park Hotel, Tynemoyth, Tyne & Wear UK

This iconic 1930s hotel has recently undergone a massive refurbishment. Right on the seafront at Tynemouth (about 15 mins from Newcastle) it's perfect for those who want to combine a coast and country trip.

Visit : www.parkhoteltynemouth.co.uk. For more information or press facility visits contact : Claire at claire@sortedpr.com
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
VisitBritain


VisitBritain is the national tourism agency for England, Scotland and Wales. Visit : www.visitbritain.org. Contact : Jenn Clark at jennifer.clark@visitbritain.org.

Grampians Tourism (Australia)

The Association that develops programs that promote the glorious Grampians region of western Victoria, Australia to the domestic and international markets.

Visit : www.grampianstourism.com.au. Contact : Kylie Schurmann at kschurmann@grampianstourism.com.au.

Authentic Seacoast Resorts (Canada)

Vacation destination in the seacoast village at the head of Chedabucto Bay, the largest bay on the Nova Scotia Atlantic Coast. Authentic Seacoast Resorts properties include DesBarres Manor Inn, Osprey Shores Golf Resort and the Rare Bird Pub.


Visit : www.authenticseacoast.comContact : Doug Anweiler at authenticseacoast@gmail.com.
Eden Hotel Collection


The award-winning Eden Hotel Collection, is a collection of Classic, Country and Town House Hotels. Individually the hotels boast distinctive style, character and charm, with each hotel offering its guests outstanding service and stunning locations.


Visit : www.edenhotelcollection.comContact : Lindsay Butler at lindsay_butler@mallory.co.uk.

Amazonia Expeditions (Brazil)

Amazonia Expeditions has 25 years experience in creating scientific expeditions and adventure cruises from medium to long term duration from Manaus to the surrounding Amazon Rainforest

Visit : www.amazoniaexpeditions.com.br. Contact : Felipe de Mooura at sales@amazoniaexpeditions.com.br.

Tremblant Mountain Chalets (Canada)

Located in the heart of breathtaking Mont Tremblant, Quebec, Tremblant Mountain Chalets' well-appointed vacation rental accommodations are ideal for your next romantic getaway, fun-filled family vacation or memorable corporate event.

Visit : www.tremblantmountainchalets.com. Contact : Tiffany Wyant at tiffany@tremblantmountainchalets.com.

The V&A Marriott Hotel, Manchester UK


The V&A is one of Manchester's Premier Hotels - 148 bedrooms, 8 functions rooms. Visit : www.manchestermarriottva.co.uk. Contact : David Key at david.key@marriotthotels.com.

Five Star Greece


Five Star Greece is a boutique consultancy company sourcing the best private villas for rent in Greece and the Greek islands. You are guaranteed their personal attention, and honest advice on what to  choose from the bewildering array of villas for rent. 

Visit : www.fivestargreece.com. Contact : Ileana
von Hirsch at ileana@fivestargreece.com.

Women Traveling the World

Women Traveling the World offers custom boutique tours for women only. Groups are small with a max of 12 persons and are custom tailored for each destination.


Visit : www.womentravelingtheworld.com. Contact : Jennifer Vader Lind at info@womentravelingtheworld.com. 

Burgundy By Request (France)

Customized private tours of Burgundy. Make your vacation something special with a bespoke guided tour of the Cote d'Or. Discover the wine and history of Burgundy at your pace, with a private tour guide in a modern air conditioned vehicle.  

Visit : www.burgundybyrequest.com. Contact : Tracy Thurling at tracy@burgundybyrequest.com.

Millennium Tours (Jordan) 

Established in Amman more than 15 years ago, Millennium Tours is recognized as one of the country’s leading Destination Management Companies, specializing in the organization and logistics of tours, meeting and events in Jordan and neighboring regions.  

Visit : www.millenniumtours.me. Contact :  Cris Rocca at cris@millenniumtours.me.

Best of Britain Holidays


Best of Britain Holidays provide great value UK tours for the 18-35 age group from around the world!


Visit : www.bobholidays.com. Contact : Graham Caygill at enquiries@bobholidays.com.

2 Cabo Tours, Inc (USA)

2 Cabo Tours offer over 100 private condos, homes, and villas as vacation rentals in Cabo San Lucas Mexico.  What sets up apart is we have lived in Cabo since 1998, know the area well and have been in every home in our inventory.  

Visit : www.bajasurvacationrentals.com. Contact : Nanci
Benefiel at nanci@bjasurvacationrentals.com.

Modern World Travel (India) 

Modern World Travel provides inbound and outbound travel to and from the Buddhist countries.

Visit : www.modernworldtravel.com. Contact : Gautam Pandey at modernworldtravel@gmail.com.

Blissful Cruises (USA)

Blissful Cruises is group of professional meeting planners, travel specialists, premier travel agency, site selection and tourism component service company  with international experience in Hotel and Travel Industry. 

Visit : www.blissfulcruises.com. Contact : Catherine Williams at info@blissfulcruises.com. 

Agencies 
Sue Bradbury PR


South West Public Relations Consultants provides PR and communication services to a range of clients in the travel sector including a holiday cottage company and one of Cornwall's oldest inns.


Visit : www.suebradburypr.com. Contact : Jessica Wright
 at jess@suebradburypr.com.

Paver Smith


Paver Smith is PR consultancy that manages its clients' reputations by helping the media to report the positive things they do and by distributing client content via various on-line platforms. The agency has a number of hotel, restaurant and bar clients.

Visit : www.paversmith.co.uk. Contact : Barry Gregory at gregory@paversmith.co.uk.

	News


Virginia

Steven Spielberg will start shooting his feature film ‘Lincoln’ in Virginia this autumn. The film which will be shot in and around Richmond and Petersburg comes as the commemoration of the 150th anniversary of the Civil War and Emancipation gets underway in the region.

Visit www.CapitalRegionUSA.co.uk. Contact : Kylie Rathbone at kylie.rathbone@kbc-pr.com.

Visit Orlando honors hospitality industry employees 

Recognising that tourism and travel industry professionals are the backbone to the success of any destination, Visit Orlando will provide industry professionals from all over the world with discounts to Orlando, the number one destination in the United States. 

From August 15 through September 30, hospitality industry employees will have special access to more than 30 special offers from the Orlando tourism community such as accommodations, attractions, dining, golf and more. 

Complete details about the program and detailed descriptions of the offers are available at VisitOrlando.com/Hospitality. Contact : Amy Voss at Amy.Voss@visitorlando.com. 

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

New distillery visitor centre opens on Isle of Jura

The Isle of Jura Distillery has opened a new £100,000 Visitor Centre.

The Isle of Jura, which is located off the west coast of Scotland, has a community of less than 200, known as Diurachs (the Gaelic name for the people of Jura).

There are four classic bottlings in the Jura Collection:  Origin 10, Superstition, Diurach’s Own and Prophecy.  Many of the Jura whiskies have their own distinctive drinking rituals, but one cuts across the range.  Islanders believe that it brings good fortune to knock on wood before they drink a dram.   

Visit www.isleofjura.com. Contact : Stephanie Robertson at srobertson@webershandwick.com. 
Tourism Malaysia

The Tourism Malaysia garden won gold at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2011 (UK) for the second year running. 

This year’s garden has again been designed by the award-winning duo, James Wong, who is of Malaysian descent, and David Cubero. 

Tourism Malaysia’s participation at the Chelsea Flower Show gives it the chance to showcase the country’s unique species of flowers and plants, as well as to create awareness for Malaysia as a gardens and parks destination. 

Visit www.tourismmalaysia.gov.my. Contact: Jessica Flood at jessicaf@hillsbalfour.com.
Villa Maria Estate, New Zealand

Villa Maria Estate, New Zealand’s most awarded winery, is celebrating the Rugby World Cup (September 9th to October 23rd 2011), by hosting a series of ‘Game Day’ entertainment packages at its Headquarters in Auckland.

Visit www.villamaria.co.nz/rugby. Contact : Nicky Ladwiniec at nicky@randr.co.uk, 
	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

Swamp Soccer World Cup, Edinburgh Scotland

The Swamp Soccer World Cup takes place at Hunter’s Hall Park, Edinburgh Scotland on the 25 and 26 June 2011.

Fifty teams from the UK, Europe and the rest of the world, many made up of fancy dressed players and intriguing names, will contest the 6th annual Swamp Soccer World Cup tournament, and for the first time Edinburgh will play host.

The tournament originated from Finland and now commands a dedicated following of hardy souls who enjoy playing football on a pitch minus the grass and the addition of gallons of water to make  a very messy and muddy swamp.

Visit : www.visitscotland.com/surprise. Contact : James Lakie at James.Lakie@visitscotland.com. 

The Urlings Seafood Festival, Antigua and Barbuda

13 and 14 August 2011

The Urlings Seafood Festival will be held on the twin Caribbean islands of Antigua during August alongside Mangofest, celebrating all things mango related.

Visit : www.antigua-barbuda.org. Contact: Lynda Daboh at lynda@firstpr.co.uk.

Events in Holland

Open Gardens Day Utrecht

02 July 2011

During this annual event, 25 interesting gardens of museums, institutions and the local homes in Utrecht will be open to the public. Behind the historic facades in the city centre you will find these beautiful hidden gardens. 

www.utrechtyourway.nl. 
North Sea Jazz festival

8-10 July 2011

North Sea Jazz brings together traditional New Orleans jazz, swing, bop, free jazz, fusion, avant-garde jazz; to blues, gospel, funk, soul, R&B, hip hop, world beat and Latin. Headliner this year is Prince. Other big names playing are Natalie Cole, Tom Jones, Snoop Dogg and BB King.

www.northseajazz.com 

Four Day Marches and Festival, Nijmegen

16-22 July 2011 

The international Four Day Marches is the largest walking event in the world. |Tthe Four Day Marches Festival transforms Nijmegen town centre into an open-air stage. 

www.vvvarnhemnijmegen.nl 
Rotterdam Summer Carnival

29-30 July 2011

A million visitors visit this two-day Caribbean Carnival every year, dancing to Latin music in the city centre of Rotterdam.

www.zomercarnaval.nl/nl/English  

The Grachtenfestival (Canal Festival), Amsterdam

12-21 August 2011

Named after the city's canals, the Grachtenfestival is an annual classical music event featuring performances in locations in central Amsterdam, along the IJ River and in the North. 

www.grachtenfestival.nl
World Statues Festival, Arnhem

24-25 September 2011

Competing for the title of World Living Statues Champion, the best street artists show their skills as living statues. 

www.worldstatues.nl 

Glow 2011, Eindhoven

05-12 November 2011

GLOW transforms the city centre of Eindhoven into a stage of light design. Visitors can admire the spectacular, surreal, interactive and artistic installations that make up this unique event.

www.gloweindhoven.nl 

The South Tyneside Summer Festival, UK 

The South Tyneside Summer Festival is one of the biggest free events to be held in the UK, annually attracting thousands of visitors for three months of large concerts, intimate gigs and family entertainment. All events being held as part of the festival are free. 
Visit : www.southtyneside.info. Contact : Claire Buchan at claire@sortedpr.com. 

The Tollwood Festival, Munich, Germany

26 June to 17 July 2011

The Tollwood festival in Munich attracts up to 1.5 million visitors each year. 

Music, theatre, performances and arts as well as organic food and handicraft.

Visit : www.tollwood.de/en. Contact : Silke Schoeling at silke.schoeling@germany.travel. 

Music festivals

Festival Músicas do Mundo 

22-24 and 27-30 July 2001

Portugal’s largest music festival, Festival Músicas do Mundo, is held on the Alentejo coast. 
Venues for jazz, blues and world music performances include an ancient castle, a sleepy whitewashed village and the unspoiled beaches of this little known region.  
Visit : www.fmm.com.pt and www.sunvil.co.uk/alentejo. Contact : Helena Hamlyn at H.Hamlyn@travelpr.co.uk. 
Summartónar 2011 -Faroe Islands’ Festival of Classical and Contemporary Music

7 June to 17 August 2011
The 20th Summartónar 2011, a platform for aspiring Faroese and international musicians, takes place across the islands. See classical performances in the capital, sail to a concert in a grotto, watch Faroese dance in a grass-roofed Viking-style retreat and listen to vocals in the silence of a beautiful island with only 12 inhabitants. 

Visit : www.visitfaroeislands.com; www.atlantic.fo. Contact : Helena Hamlyn at H.Hamlyn@travelpr.co.uk. 

Busker’s Festival, Barcelona, Spain

4 to 7 August 2011

Barcelona’s streets come to life with all sorts of melodies and sounds for the Busker’s Festival – now in its seventh year. During this international festival of street music, the Barceloneta area of the city is filled with performers from across the globe, all gathered to entertain the passing crowds. 
Visit : www.lifeincatalonia.com/buskers-festival-barcelona.html and www.spain-holiday.com. Contact : Helena Hamlyn at H.Hamlyn@travelpr.co.uk. 

Tuscan Tango festival
7 to 11 September 2011-06-03

The Tuscan Tango festival, in the medieval walled town of Fivizzano has live music, workshops and lots of dancing – including a 28-hour Tango marathon.

Visit : www.tangofestivals.net www.watermill.net/holiday-apartments. Contact : Helena Hamlyn at H.Hamlyn@travelpr.co.uk. 

The Wexford Festival Opera 

21 October - 5 November 2011

The Wexford Festival Opera, held annually in south-east Ireland, has an enviable record of excellence in showcasing the best of contemporary opera. 
This year, the recently-redeveloped Theatre Royal will host performances of Gianni di Parigi, La Cour de Celine and Maria, and there will be a cracking programme of fringe events including operatic scenes, recitals and late revues. 
Visit : www.wexfordopera.com and www.jmb-travel.co.uk. Contact : Helena Hamlyn at H.Hamlyn@travelpr.co.uk. 

Bletchley Park Classic Car and Motorbike Picnic

7 August 20011

Bletchley Park, home to the codebreakers of World War Two, will again be holding its popular Classic Car and Motorbike Picnic in the grounds of the 19th century Mansion, surrounded by Second World War codebreaking huts.  

In 2010, Bletchley Park hosted over 250 classic vehicles. This year they will also be joined by a flypast by two Second World War Spitfires from The Battle of Britain Memorial Flight.

Visit : www.bletchleypark.org.uk. Contact : Caroline Murdoch at caroline@redworks.co.uk.
	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Cycling wine regions
ExperiencePlus! Offers bicycle tours through four of the world’s top wine regions with stops for sampling vintages and regional cuisine.  

The regions are France’s Alsace, Italy’s Piedmont and Tuscany, and Chile’s Central Valley. 
 
France 

France’s Hidden Wine Country is a 10-day, up to 375-mile cycling journey through the crossroads of French-German culture, departing Strasbourg and after three days in wine country including an exclusive tasting before concluding after more cycling days in Colmar, a wine center in France. 

Italy

Bicycling Piedmont is an 8 or 10-day up to 300 -mile ride through fertile valleys of the Po River, by castles and fortified cities built by the kings of Savoy to protect wine merchants from pirates. 

This tour combines the best of Italian and French cuisine and, among others, samplings of Barolo, Asti and Dolcetto d’Alba plus a visit to the regional wine museum. A September tour coincides with a cheese festival in Pollenzo, home of the University of Gastronomic Sciences and to the Slow Food movement. 

 
Italy

Cycling Assisi and the Best of Southern Tuscany is an 8-day or 10-day up to 340-miles that begins in Umbria, crosses southern Tuscany and concludes with a ride into Florence. 

This tour visits Assisi, home to St. Francis; Deruta, famous for ceramics; Cortona, made famous by Frances Mayes in her book, Under the Tuscan Sun; and Pienza in the Val d'Orcia, a UNESCO World Heritage Landscape. 

Chile

Bicycling Chile’s Wine Country is an 11-day, up to 388-mile cycle beginning and ending in Santiago that crosses the Maule and Colchagua wine valleys of central Chile to look at historic vineyards, colonial cities and secluded beaches. 
 
Visit : www.experienceplus.com. Contact: Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com.
Vineyard travel breaks in England

cottages4you and English Wine Producers have produced its travel guide to England’s top 10 vineyards and best places to stay:

Yorkshire - Leventhorpe Vineyard, Woodlesford, Leeds

Based on the outskirts of Leeds and famous for its white wines, it revives the tradition of wine making in Yorkshire established by the Cistercian monks of Kirkstall Abbey, Leeds and the Benedictines of York.
Visit : www.englishwineproducers.com.  
Town End Farm Cottages in Airton, near Skipton, West Yorkshire

Located in the heart of the Yorkshire Dales, this property forms part of a barn conversion dating back to the 1800s and is set on the owners’ working farm, where a selection of local produce and crafts can be purchased. 

Surrey - Denbies Wine Estate, Dorking

Currently the UK’s largest single vineyard, with 265 acres under vine, this is big even by European standards. Denbies offers a memorable day out, with a ‘train’ tour around the vineyard (in summer months) and tours of the winery.
Visit : www.denbies.co.uk. 

Glebe, Cowfold, West Sussex 

This spacious detached family home is conveniently located in a quiet residential area within the village of Cowfold. The holiday property enjoys a large lawn which overlooks unspoilt countryside.

Gloucestershire - Three Choirs Vineyards, Newent
Three Choirs has a 75 acre vineyard, shop (tasting available), restaurant and visitor’s centre. Bacchus and Seyval Blanc are amongst some of its most popular grape varieties. Vineyard trails and lunch packages available.

Visit : www.threechoirs.com. 

Oriel Cottage, Great Malvern

This stone-built Victorian holiday cottage, attached to Oriel House, has been renovated and is approached by stone steps. Great Malvern offers theatre and drama festivals, shopping, golf whilst nearby is Upton on Severn is known for its jazz and folk festivals and riverside pubs. 

Cornwall - Camel Valley Vineyard, Bodmin

Family owned and run, Camel Valley’s father and son winemaking team have scooped many international and national awards for their sparkling and still wines over the last years. The jewel in its crown is the Sparkling ‘Cornwall' Pinot Noir which won a gold medal in the Decanter World Wine Awards in 2009. 
Situated in the beautiful Camel Valley, on a popular route for cyclists, Camel Valley is the perfect place to park the bike and enjoy the vineyard’s shop and tastings. 

Visit : www.camelvalley.com. 

Tawnawood, Cardinham, Bodmin, Cornwall

Equidistant from both of Cornwall’s spectacular coastlines and nestling in delightful woodland, this converted barn is set in landscaped gardens. 
The property has views across the valley towards the National Trust’s Lanhydrock House and its formal gardens. Beaches for both the north and south coast are approximately 15 miles away - offer fishing, sailing and surfing for the more adventurous.

 Cambrideshire - Chilford Hall Vineyard and winery, Linton

This vineyard dates back to the early 1970’s, with 90 minute tours available each Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Bank Holidays between 4th March and 31st October. The vine varieties grown include Müller-Thurgau, Ortega, Schönburger, Reichensteiner, Siegerrebe, Rondo, Regent, Dornfelder and Pinot Noir. 
Visit : www.chilfordhall.co.uk

The Old Post Office Cottage, Widdington, near Saffron Walden

This detached Victorian cottage is ideally located in the centre of a pretty village, in a great walking and cycling area. Saffron Walden is one of England’s finest towns, packed with half-timbered medieval buildings, galleries, a twice weekly market and medieval maze. 

About cottages4you 

cottages4you is a supplier of self-catering holiday accommodation with a portfolio of over 27,000 properties across the UK and Europe. 
Visit : www.cottages4you.co.uk. Contact : Chris Hughes at Chris.hughes@lucre.co.uk. 

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Dukes London

Dukes London is offering “Picnics in the Park,” with two new gourmet hamper options exclusively for guests looking for an English Summertime experience. 

These can be enjoyed in Green Park, Hyde Park or by the St James’s Park.

The hotel has also taken ownership of a brand new fleet of stylish blue bikes for those wanting to tour the capital’s parks and sights on two wheels.

Centrally located in St. James’s Place, Dukes London is just a short walk from major sights including Buckingham Palace and shopping areas such as Bond Street and Oxford Street. 

Visit www.DUKESHOTEL.com. For review accommodation contact : Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.
Hotel Palazzo Barbarigo, Venice

Hotel Palazzo Barbarigo overlooks the Grand Canal and is an exclusive waterside hotel, next door to the Palazzo Pisani-Moretta, close to the Ponte di Rialto and just a 20 minutes stroll from Piazza San Marco.

Built in 1569, the hotel is an example of contemporary architecture and design, updated in an Art Deco style with the latest modern facilities. 

Arrival by boat is a requirement, with a private dock available to guests on the Grand Canal and a water transfer service on request.

Visit : www.palazzobarbarigo.it. Contact : Clare Evans at ClareE@uhotw.com. 

The Menzies Welcombe Hotel, Stratford-upon-Avon UK

The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club in Stratford-upon-Avon has completed the first phase of the hotel’s major refurbishment programme.  

This has seen the public areas such as the Bar, Restaurant and Function Rooms re-styled and upgraded, is part of the hotel’s plans to improve facilities over the next 18 months. 

Thirty-four rooms in the Garden Wing, located between the ground and first floor, have also been redecorated and refurbished.

Located on the outskirts of Stratford-upon-Avon, the luxury country house hotel is situated just 5 minutes from junction 15 of the M40. 

Visit : www.welcombehotelstratford.co.uk. For review visits contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.

Coastline Villas
Mediterranean villa specialists, Coastline Villas have properties in Mallorca, Ibiza and Corsica including : 

Conca d’Oro, Corsica 
Villa Conca d’Oro is a conversion of an ancient bergerie in the hamlet of Bocca del’Oro, minutes from the sands of Santa Giulia and Palombaggia beaches. 

Finca Grande, Ibiza) 

This imposing residence is in palm landscaped grounds and more akin to a colonial palace than a holiday villa. 

C’an Queneilles, Mallorca 

Completed in summer 2010 this villa has wooden floor throughout and the large windows make the space bright and airy and offers views over the mountains from every room. 

Visit: www.coastline.co.uk To request review accommodation contact : Lucia Roberts at Lucia@grifcopr.com.

Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· The German city of Frankfurt will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members. Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de.
· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com.  Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@visitorlando.com.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 
· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 
· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 
· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this boutique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk. 

	Travel products and services 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Kangol Headwear

Kangol’s straw hat collection will complement your every summer look with styles ranging from contemporary and classic trilby’s to glamorous beach brim hats.

Visit : www.kangolstore.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
Silhouette
Silhouette sunglasses provide 100% protection against UV A, B and C rays.

If Silhouette’s IQ POL Sunglasses were suntan lotion, they would correspond to the European protection factor 32.

Visit : www.silhouette.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Simple

Californian footwear brand Simple has your feet ready for summer with these eco friendly organic cotton plimsoles.

Exclusive to Schuh, they are available in white and navy with ribbon laces- the perfect footwear for French Riviera chic.

Visit : www.simpleshoes.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Mitchum

Keep your cool when the temperature rises this summer with Mitchum Anti-Perspirant and

Deodorant. 

Available in stick, roll on and aerosol variants it will keep you feeling ‘just showered fresh’ all day.

Visit : www.mitchum.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

John Masters Organics

Make every day a day at the beach with John Masters Organics Sea Mist Sea Salt Spray with Lavender. 

It protects the hair and provides extra body, volume and texture, also helping to enhance curls for natural beach beautiful hair.

Visit : www.johnmasters.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Teva

Teva’s Contoured Ribbon Mush is the most comfortable flip flop in the world.

Using state of the art memory foam you will feel like you are walking on clouds when walking on the beach, boardwalk or pavement this summer.

Visit : www.teva.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Delph

Delph Sun Care offers a comprehensive range of family products from SPF 8 to 50, rated UVA 4* for their “superior” protection. 

The range has been fully tested to medical standards (not tested on animals) and is one of only 6 sun creams listed on the UK Drug Tariff allowing it to be prescribed by GP’s.

To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Terms & Conditions:

· subject to availability at time of booking

· valid rental & booking period: Jan 1st - Dec 31, 2011 

· offer valid for car rentals in Switzerland, Italy, France & Monaco, Germany

· applies to all car categories and Elite Rent-a-Car rental tariffs (Shopping/Tradition)

· blackout period for complimentary car upgrade is 1 July to 15 September 15 to 31 December 2011

· Elite Rent to be mentioned and contacts included in fact box of subsequent editorial feature

Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups
The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

Interface Images

World travel photographer David Smith of Interface Images is offering ITWA members a 50% discount on all image licenses and fine art prints ordered online from 8,000 + new images of world location, ethnic life, culture, smiling faces, lifestyle and cruise ship life images across 6 continents. 
For Alliance members this discount means a large travel image source for your stories, web sites and Blogs with prices starting at less than $US10 per image. 

Visit www.interfaceimages.com for easy search, amazing photo story galleries, instant image downloads and social networking links. Alliance members must enter the coupon code ITWA at checkout to get the discount. 
David has also produced a Travel Photography Today DVD ideal for Alliance members with two hours of live photo tips and hints for all travellers and photographers playable on all computers and NTSC TV systems and can be ordered online at http://www.imagebyinterface.com/products.htm

Contact David Smith at dave@interfaceimages.com
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.
Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

	Issue 98 : June 2011:  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Press trip to Greenland & Labrador

17-30 September 2011

Alliance members are invited to attend a press trip to explore Greenland & Wild Labrador by Small Ship Expedition With Adventure Canada 

Since 1988, Adventure Canada has offered small-ship expeditionary cruising programs featuring lecturers and staff leaders renowned for their expertise in their respective fields as well as their enthusiasm for the regions they share with their co-adventurers.

The trip will include all passage, attractions, tours, and food is included in this media trip.  Shared accommodations only. 

It will exclude alcoholic beverages, items of a personal nature, insurance, and commercial flights.

Alliance members with an assignment for an article related to travel, expedition cruising, or seniors will be given priority. 

If you write for a major publication (100,000 print circulation or more) or are on assignment as a freelancer, you may be eligible for this trip.  

For the past 24 years, Adventure Canada has been taking visitors to some of the most exotic places in the world – from the Canadian Arctic and Greenland to the Galapagos, South Africa and the British and Celtic Isles. 

Adventure Canada has twice been recognized as one of the “Best Adventure Travel Companies on Earth” by National Geographic Adventure Magazine, is the recipient of the 2008 Travel Industry Association of Canada’s Business of the Year Award and was awarded the Cruise Vision Award by the Newfoundland and Labrador Cruise Association.

Visit : www.adventurecanada.com. Contact Rebecca Burgum at rebecca@adventurecanada.com. 

The City of London 

The City of London has launched a free, comprehensive collection of things to see, events and places to stay. The ‘City’ is the is the oldest, most historic part of London, the world’s leading international financial and business centre and is a small and distinct district at the heart of this thriving metropolis

The guide encourages visitors to explore the origins of London’s Square Mile. 

It covers hidden gems like Leadenhall Market – star location in the latest Harry Potter film, shopping, eating out, more than 1000 years of history and suggestions for free things to do as well as perennial favourites like St Paul’s Cathedral and Tower Bridge. 

In August 2011 the City of London is offering a number of group and individual press trips and is interested to hear from Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Visit: www.visitthecity.co.uk. Contact: Jackie Ellis at jackie@tourism-angles.co.uk. 

theExplorateur

theExplorateur, provides fun, fresh, fearless and honest reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world.

The Alliance has produced an AllWays traveller alert to theExplorateur that you should have received and has also be sent to AllWays traveller subscribers, our travel industry partners and archived (as a downloadable pdf) in the AllWays traveller section of www.allwaystraveller.com.

Press trips to theExplorateur properties

If you would be interested in discussing press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties please contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.

Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. 
The Independent Hostels Guide

The Independent Hostels Guide is inviting Alliance members to stay at its hostels and write about what they got up to during their stay. 

The piece will then be posted onto its blog and promoted via our social networking channels.

A number of hostels have offered to accommodate writers for a free night. 


Visit : www.independenthostelguide.com. Contact : Will Carey at will@backpackerspress.com. 
Rutland Food & Drink Festival

17th September 2011

The annual Rutland Food & Drink Festival takes place on the afternoon of Saturday 17th September at Rutland Water.  
Rutland is England’s smallest county.
The event includes cooking demonstrations from some of the region’s top chefs including Michelin Star chef and Rutland Food Ambassador Sean Hope, there will be another large food marquee where visitors can try and buy a range of local produce. 

There will also be live-music, craft stalls and children’s entertainment.

Visit : www.discover-rutland.co.uk/site/whats-on/rutland-food-festival For press trips to Rutland contat Mary Copley at mcopley@rutland.gov.uk.  

The Bella Luce Hotel, Guernsey, UK Channel Islands 

The boutique Bella Luce Hotel Guernsey is located in a country lane, a short stroll from the coastal bays that inspired Renoir.

The hotel is housed in a Norman Manor House that dates back to the 12th Century.

Visit : www.bellalucehotel.com. For press trip enquiries contact : Meritaten Mance at meri@merimancepr.com. 

The Isles of Scilly

Scilly is (or the Isles of  Scilly are) a string of islands forming an archipelago some 28 miles off Lands End, the south-western tip of the UK's Cornish peninsula.

With a total resident population of just over 1,600 - and given all the friendly waving, smiling and nodding that takes place - everyone seems to know everyone else.

From a visitor perspective, it also means almost everyone is involved with, or benefits from, tourism - the economic mainstay of the Isles. This goes a long way to explaining the genuine welcome visitors to Scilly receive. And why so many of those visitors return again and again and again.
The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider press trip requests from Alliance members.

The Alliance has also produced an AllWays traveller to Scilly that is archived (as a downloadable pdf) in the AllWays traveller section of www.allwaystraveller.com.

Visit : www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk or Sophie Hughes at SHughes@scilly.gov.uk. 
ALL STAR Vacation Homes

As the theme park capital of the world, Orlando, Florida offers one of the widest range of accommodation anywhere.

The choice of theme and resort hotels, budget chain motels and self-catering villas are there to cater for every conceivable need and pocket. One type of accommodation that is becoming increasingly popular is the vacation home.  

ALL STAR Vacation Homes is a leader in this respect representing more than 260 one, two, three and four-bedroom apartments and town houses and seven-bedroom estate homes.

Located within eight miles of the Orlando theme parks and attractions, these homes enjoy amenities such as private pools, in-home game rooms and home theatres, multiple master bedrooms and themed kids’ bedrooms.

With average daily rates of $300 these sumptuous homes can be ideal for group vacations, reunions, corporate retreats or golf getaways.
ALL STAR Vacation Homes will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members in return for a review of its properties.

The Alliance has also produced an AllWays traveller alert to All Star Vacation Homes that is archived (as a downloadable pdf) in the AllWays traveller section of www.allwaystraveller.com.

Visit : www.allstarvacationhomes.com. Contact : Sara Moore at SaraMoore@Allstarvacationhomes.com. 

West Somerset Railway, UK
On Friday 10 June 2011, the Quantock Brewery, one of the award-winning independent breweries of Somerset, UK will be reviving an age old tradition by delivering its ales to pubs by train on the West Somerset Railway.

Visit : www.west-somerset-railway.co.uk. For press tickets on the Railway contact : Paul Conibeare at paul.gm@wsrail.net.

	Working with the Alliance 


Partners
The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Cox & Kings Travel


Cox & Kings is the world’s longest established travel company. Its history stretches back over 250 years to 1758 when Richard Cox was appointed regimental agent to the Footguards (later the Grenadier Guards). In 1922 Cox & Co merged with the Henry S. King


Visit :  www.coxandkings.co.uk. Contact : Katie
Parsons at katie.parsons@coxandkings.co.uk.

Welcome to Yorkshire (UK)


Welcome to Yorkshire is the official marketing agency for tourism within the county and receives over 200 million visits each year.


Visit : www.yorkshire.com. Contact : Helen Smith at hsmith@yorkshire.com.

Bradenton Area Convention & Vistors Bureau

The Bradenton Area CVB is the official travel planning resource for Anna Maria Island & Longboat Key, and their coastal companions, Bradenton and Lakewood Ranch, nestled along Florida's southwest Gulf coast between Tampa Bay and Sarasota. With 12 miles of pristine white sand beach


Visit : www.bacvb.com. Contact : Tara Donovan
at tara.donovan@bacvb.com.

Pepper Street Luxury Hotel & Spa, Cape Town

The Pepper Club Luxury Hotel & Spa is located in Cape Town’s cosmopolitan CBD strip. 

Costing 400 million Rand, five-star luxuries come as standard in this chic hotel that features the Sinatra’s restaurant, Paparazzi Cocktail Bar and Piano Lounge, a 29-seater private cinema, Cayenne Spa and Fitness Centre. 

Guests are afforded exclusive VIP access to its beach restaurant and cocktail bar - Pepper Club on the Beach, and a rooftop swimming pool backed by panoramic views of Table Mountain. 

Pepper Club also has a fleet of luxury vehicles - including a Rolls Royce Phantom - for chauffeuring guests to and from the airport and business meetings, as well as sight-seeing trips making Pepper Club Luxury Hotel & Spa Cape Town’s hottest accommodation and meeting place. 
Visit : www.pepperclub.co.za. Contact : Friedl Gertse at Friedl.g@pepperclub.co.za. 

Mongolian luxury Tours


Mongolian luxury Tours are leading specialist tour operator in Mongolia.


Visit : www.mongolianluxurytours.com. Contact : Soyolbayar Delgerbat
at info@mongolianluxurytours.com.

Porto Carras Grand Resort (Greece)

On the western coast of Sithonia, Halkidiki’s central peninsula, amidst 1,763 hectares of enchantingly verdant landscape, and along 9 km of sandy beaches punctuated by 25 pristine coves, lies the Porto Carras Grand Resort.
The most inclusive resort in Greece, eight times awarded by Condé Nast Traveller, features :

· two 5 star hotels and world-class Villa

· a luxurious Casino

· two thalassotherapy & spa centres

· an international-standard 18-hole Golf course

· a private 315-berth Marina 
· the largest and best equipped conference hall in Northern Greece

· a horse riding academy

· a tennis club with nine courts

· a diving centre, 

· a nautical club, and

· Greece’s largest organic vineyard.


Visit : www.portocarras.com. Contact : Renata Tsaousi at marketing@portocarras.com. 

Luxury Ecuador


Luxury Ecuador
is Ecuador - Galapagos first destination manager for luxury personal guided tours and travel. 

The company create, manage and operate all our tours, Not other operator´s product. Vacation packages have been chosen and optimized to ensure high-end client


www.galapagosfirst.com. Contact : Francisco Jarrín at flash@uio.satnet.net.

Peru Tourist Information


A warm welcome to Peru - the Land of The Incas. We offer tours in all Peru, Bolivia, Equador & Argentina we speak. Spanish, English, Germany, Italian & Japanese


Visit : www.perutouristinformation.com. Contact : Axel Tippe at axel_tippe@yahoo.es.

Reef Villa and Spa, Columbia

Reef Villa and Spa is a luxury seven bedroom property set in 3 acres of tropical gardens 40 kms south of Colombo with tennis court, swimming pool, 65 m beach frontage, yoga pavilions and private and intimate Reefresh Spa.  

Visit : www.reefvilla.com. Contact : Bernadette Barker at bernadette@reefvilla.com.

Honeybadger Tours & Travel (Tanzania and Zimbabwe)


Honeybadger Tours & Travel operate in Tanzania and Zimbabwe. The company serves most of our game drives on a camping safari 
Visit : www.honeybadgertours.com. Contact : Se Joseph Nyabezi at tjnyabezi@hotmail.com.

Agencies 
Just Luxury PR


Just Luxury PR
is a creative & boutique PR agency specialising in luxury travel and lifestyle PR. Visit : www.justluxurypr.com. Contact : Katilena Alpe at kat@justluxurypr.com.

	News


Beach Tomato

Beach Tomato, launched by Black Tomato the luxury travel company, will be dedicated to the best of beach culture offering an editorial based website featuring fashion, beauty and travel. 

Visit : www.beachtomato.com. Contact : Jos Davies at Jos@blacktomato.co.uk. 

bmibaby

bmibaby have launched their new blog to keep customers informed and updated on upcoming news and activity; including destination guides and competitions.

Visit : http://blog.bmibaby.com/ Contact : Zoë Baker  at zoe@therabbitagency.com.

Projects Abroad

Projects Abroad, an organisation providing short-term overseas work placements, is working with the British Safety Council to offer free health and safety training courses to British volunteers embarking on an overseas project this year.

Visit : www.projects-abroad.co.uk. Contact : Louise Mapp at Louise.Mapp@Ascentpr.co.uk. 

The H1898 Hotel, Barcelona

The H1898 Hotel, Barcelona has joined the Great Hotels of the World – Premium Collection. Membership of GHotW is by invitation only. 

Visit: www.nnhotels.com and www.ghotw.com. Contact : Alba at showroom@orbyce.com. 
Projects Abroad

Projects Abroad, a leader in overseas volunteer work placements has added ‘Children of Accra’ to its portfolio of care projects. 

The aim is for volunteers to help create a youth club-style environment for underprivileged children in the city of Accra, Ghana where each child can receive one-to-one attention and learn life skills to help assist them through to adulthood. 

Visit: www.projects-abroad.co.uk. Contact : Danielle Mumford at Danielle.mumford@ascentpr.co.uk
DiscoverAmerica.com

DiscoverAmerica.com, the Official Travel and Tourism Website of the United States, has been relaunced.  It aims to serve as the nation’s virtual welcome centre and offers holiday planners a first stop online for official trip planning information.

Visit www.DiscoverAmerica.com. Contact : Laura Mason-Byers at laura@cellet.co.uk. 
	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Cox & Kings

As tourist number have been affected by political upheaval in the Middle East, luxury tour operator Cox & Kings reports that bookings to Africa in 2011 have increased by 84% compared to the same period last year. 
 

Notable increases include the group tours to Ethiopia, with a 167% rise in passenger numbers, and Madagascar, which has seen numbers increase by 367%. 

Africa covers a range of climatic areas, which means there is somewhere to visit at all times of the year. From a luxury safari in Kenya or a tour of the South African Winelands, to a cruise on the Zambezi or a self-drive exploration of Namibia.

Visit : www.coxandkings.co.uk. Contact Katie Parsons at katie.parsons@coxandkings.co.uk.

Spanish artist Joan Miró

The latest exhibition at Tate Modern in London displays works by the Spanish artist Joan Miró.

The Miró Foundation, the studio and museum where he spent the last 27 years of his life before his death in 1983, is in the Mallorcan the resort of Cala Major, just outside Palma.  

The Fundació Pilar i Joan Miró contains a collection of over 100 paintings, 25 sculptures and 3,000 studio pieces bequeathed in Miró’s will to Palma Town Council.  

Alliance members visiting Malorca can request accommodation at the Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa in Illetas, which offers free taxi transfers for guests to the Museum.  
Alternativelyu there is :

the Hotel Mar I Vent, a small, traditional hotel on the north west coast at Banyalbufar offers easy access to the Tramuntana Mountains

the Dalt Murada, a 16th century manor house, in a quiet street just steps from the San Seu Cathedral and  city attractions, and 

Hotel Tres in a converted 16th century palace in Palma city centre with roof top plunge pool, sauna and sundeck.

Visit : www.miro.palmademallorca.es, www.hotelbonsol.es, www.hotelmarivent.com, www.hoteltres.com and www.daltmurada.com. Contact : Doug Goodman at info@douggoodmanpr.com.

World Heritage sites

bmi (British Midland International) flies to a number of World Heritage sites including :

Vienna : The Historic Centre of Vienna became a World Heritage Site in 2001 and is rich in architectural gems, including Baroque castles and gardens, as well as the late-19th-century Ringstrasse lined with grand buildings, monuments and parks.

Bergen : The colourful harbour of Bryggen has a UNESCO protected old merchant quarter, which is the only preserved business district from the Hanseatic period and a reminder of the town’s importance as part of a trading empire from the 14th to the mid-16th century.

Stavanger : Stavanger is an excellent base from which to explore the West Norwegian Fjords of Geirangerfjord and Nærøyfjord. The two fjords, among the world’s longest and deepest, are considered as archetypical fjord landscapes and among the most scenically outstanding anywhere in the world.
 
Berlin : The five museums on Museumsinsel (Museum Island) were built between 1824 - 1930 and show the evolution of approaches to museum design over the course of the 20th century. In 1999, the museum complex was added to the list of World Heritage Sites.

Marrakech : La Koutoubia mosque is the largest mosque in Marrakech and is considered the ultimate structure of its kind. Built in the 12th century, it is famed especially for its magnificent minaret, the oldest of the three great Almohad minarets remaining in the world.

Cairo : The Great Pyramid of Giza is the oldest of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World and the only one to remain largely intact. It was also the tallest man-made structure in the world for over 3,800 years, the longest period of time ever held for such a record.

Amman : Petra is Jordan’s most valuable treasure and greatest tourist attraction. The vast, unique city, was carved into the sheer rock face by the Nabataeans, an industrious Arab people more than 2000 years ago, who turned it into an important junction for the silk and spice routes that linked China, India and southern Arabia with Egypt, Syria, Greece and Rome.

bmi is the second largest airline at London Heathrow, one of the world’s leading international hub airports. 
Visit : www.flybmi.com Contact : Alex Allason at alexallason@lewispr.com
The South Pole

One hundred years to the day that Roald Amundsen and Robert Falcon Scott each reached the South Pole, Adventure Network International is offering the opportunity for travellers to stand at the Pole and celebrate the explorers. 

Amundsen arrived at the South Pole with a team of six men and 16 dogs on 14 December 1911, arriving 35 days before Robert Falcon Scott who led a party of five men to reach the South Pole on 17 January 1912.  
Both options offer the chance to stand at the Pole exactly one hundred years to the day after Amundsen and Scott, and to come away with the feeling that a journey to the South Pole is as significant today as it was all those years ago.

Visit : www.adventure-network.com. Contact : Debra Taylor at debra.taylor@antarctic-logistics.com.  
The French Polynesian Marquesas Islands

The French Polynesian Marquesas Islands, one of the most remote archipelagos in the world, have long been an inspiration for artists, writers and adventurers who come for the region’s wild beauty and cultural heritage.  

Aranui 3, the only ship to sail the 2,200 mile round trip from Papeete to all six inhabited islands in the Marquesas archipelago, has just released its 2012 and 2013 dates and prices, including some special discounts.

Departing every three weeks, all year round, the Aranui 3’s 14-day adventure cruise follows in the footsteps of Paul Gaugin, Herman Melville and Robert Louis Stevenson.

Visit www.aranui.com. Contact Debra Taylor at debra@toucanmoon.com.

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

Ride the Rumble to Rockford, Illinois

9 to 13 June 2011

Up to two thousand Harley Davidson and bike enthusiasts from around the world will be meeting up in Rockford, Illinois from 9 June for the inaugural ‘Ride the Rumble to Rockford’. 

 

The event hosted by the Harley Owners Group (HOG), will take to the road on a guided ride along the Rock River that runs through Rockford and McHenry County. Rockford, Illinois, is located approximately 60 minutes west of Chicago’s O’Hare International along Interstate 90. 

Visit www.ilstatehogrally.com and www.gorockford.com. Contact :Laura Mason-Byers at laura@cellet.co.uk.

Micro-Budget Film Festival, Winter Garden, Florida

2 to 5 February 2012 

The first Micro-Budget Film Festival at the Garden Theatre, Winter Garden Florida will showcase dramatic feature length films all of which will have been produced for $100,000 or less at the historic Garden Theatre in downtown Winter Garden. The Festival will also feature parties, question-and-answer sessions with visiting filmmakers, and educational forums.

Visit : microbudgetfilmfest.org and www.gardentheatre.org. Contact : Chris Blanc at chris@gardentheatre.org.

Summer in Independence, Missouri
Tourist draws in Independence during June, July and August include : 

· The Truman Trolley, a seasonal service that connects Kansas City, the Independence Square and major tourism attractions, offers a day long unlimited ticket for just a buck a person. 

· The June 4 Vaile Strawberry Festival, at the Vaile Mansion, features antiques, crafts, flea market finds, a children's corner, antique cars, carriage rides, fresh strawberry treats, live outdoor entertainment and tours of the mansion (fee for tours & rides).  www.vailemansion.org. 

· Thursday free Moonlight Movies and Concerts on the Square begin June 9. www.freemoonlightmovies.com. 

Visit : www.visitindependence.com. Contact : Janeen Aggen at janeena@sbcglobal.net. 

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Ujung Kulon National Park, Java, Indonesia

The Ujung Kulon National Park, a 122,451-hectare pristine forest and marine reserve located on the far western tip of Java Island is one of the last remaining natural forests in Java and one of very few areas encompassing sea-shore, mountainous range and tropical vegetation. 

The park is home to over 700 species of plant life and a vast array of wildlife and it is thought that it may be the last remaining safe haven of the near-extinct Javan Rhino.
The Javan Rhino (Rhinoceros sondaicus) was once one of the most widespread of the Asian rhinos, with populations ranging across Indonesia, India, Myanmar, Thailand, and Peninsula Malaysia.  

Hundreds of years of hunting during the Colonial era resulted in the dramatic population reduction.  Until the past decade, Indonesia’s Javan Rhinos continued under threat by illegal poaching for the valuable and rare single horn of the unique animal, due to poverty in rural Indonesia, and habitat degradation.  

Today the population has fallen to a level of near extinction and Ujung Kulon National Park officials believe the estimated 50 Javan Rhinos that live in its forests could be the existing in the wild anywhere in the world.  

No Javan Rhinos currently live in captivity.

Ujung Kulon National Park has recently signed a deal with Asia Pulp and Paper (APP) to help them fund a new conservation and rehabilitation initiative to help increase the population of Javan Rhinos.

APP has committed US $300,000 in initial funding as part of a five-year initiative that supports the Strategy and Action Plan for Rhino Conservation that will focus on population protection, habitat rehabilitation, harmonious co-existence of Rhinos and the community.  

APP will also support the National Park's Patrol Unit that strengthens forest security, and support monitoring of the existing population using camera traps.  

Visit : www.javatourism.com. Contact : Mitchell, Laura at Laura.Mitchell@cohnwolfe.com. 

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Westin Lima, Peru

Luxury Peruvian hotel group, Libertador Hotels, Resorts & Spas, is to add an eighth property to its portfolio with the new Westin Lima due to open this summer. 

The Westin Lima will be located in San Isidro, the heart of the financial and shopping district of Lima.

Visit www.westinlima.com.pe. Contact : Natalie Schofield at natalies@hillsbalfour.com.

The Corintha Hotel, London 

Housed within a Victorian period building, the Corintha Hotel, London has 294 rooms including 49 suites and seven signature suites and offers sweeping views across London’s most popular landmarks.  

The hotels restaurants and bars include The Northall, which serves the best in British produce throughout the day, Massimo Restaurant and Oyster Bar; headed by chef patron, Massimo Riccioli and the musically inspired Bassoon Bar.  

The Corinthia London also has ESPA Life at Corinthia, a spa housed across four floors. 

Visit : www.corinthia.com/en/London. Contact : Rosie at rosie@gabrielleshaw.com. 
The Hotel Palazzo Barbarigo, Venice

The Hotel Palazzo Barbarigo, a Unique Hotel of the World, overlooks the Grand Canal and is an exclusive waterside hotel, next door to the famous Palazzo Pisani-Moretta, close to the Ponte di Rialto and a 20 minutes stroll from Piazza San Marco.

Built in 1569, the hotel is an example of contemporary architecture and design, updated in an Art Deco style with the latest modern facilities. 

Guest rooms overlook the Grand Canal or Rio di San Polo and the property represents an ideal venue for those seeking romantic seclusion - be they on honeymoon, celebrating a special anniversary, or simply with romance in their heart.

Arrival by boat is a requirement, with a private dock available to guests on the Grand Canal and a water transfer service on request.

Visit : www.palazzobarbarigo.com. Contact : Clare Evans at ClareE@uhotw.com.

Dukes London

Established in 1885, Dukes London is a privately owned hotel set within an ivy clad cobbled courtyard in the heart of St James’, Mayfair. 

It offers elegant furnishings, classic, newly refurbished rooms, traditional British dining and a Dermalogica health club and gym.

Named after the hotels past aristocratic clientele whose portraits now line the hotel walls Dukes London is a quintessentially British hotel lying close to Clarence House, home to Princes Charles, William & Harry and Spencer House, Lady Diana’s ancestral home. 

Those not staying at the hotel can visit to the elegant drawing room for traditional British afternoon tea, or to DUKES Bar to sample London’s No. 1 martini, the location where James Bond creator Ian Flemming originated his hero’s “shaken, not stirred” line. 

Visit www.dukeshotel.com. Contact : Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.
The Montcalm London

The Montcalm London City at The Brewery has soft opened May with the official grand opening being held at the end of September 2011. 

Formerly the site of the Whitbread & Co, Britain’s first purpose-built mass production brewery, the original building dates back from as early at 1750 when Samuel Whitbread moved his brewing operations to Chiswell Street on the ‘eastern rim of Georgian London’. 

This exceptional Grade II listed building has been transformed into a contemporary 5* hotel with  25 luxury suites, 11 deluxe studios and 199 City and Club rooms.

Visit : www.themontcalmlondoncity.co.uk. Contact : Lysbeth Fox at lysbeth@allurecommunications.com. 
Rothschild Safaris

Rothschild Safaris gears has added six ‘experiences’ to its safari itineraries.  

Dinner the mile-wide Zambezi River : Tongabezi Lodge, Victoria Falls, Zambia

Enjoy a candlelit dinner for two on the Zambezi River, with each delicious course rowed out by a personal valet. Located just upstream of the Victoria Falls in Zambia, the Tongabezi Lodge offers its guests a romantic night on the river they will never forget. 

Sunset over the Serengeti :Singita Sasakwa Lodge, Tanzania

At the Singita Sasakwa Lodge in Tanzania, guests are able to enjoy the traditional “sundowner” as they sip a gin and tonic while watching the red ball of the African sun fall over the Serengeti Plains.  

It’s the chance to look out on tens of thousands of wildebeest and zebra grazing on Singita’s 340,000 acre private reserve.

Interacting with wild chimpanzees on the shores of Lake Tanganyika : Greystoke Mahale, Tanzania

While staying at the Greystoke Mahale camp in Tanzania, there is the chance to hike in the tropical forest and sit with wild chimpanzees as they groom, eat, wrestle, bicker and mother their young on the pristine shores of Lake Tanganyika. 
The second deepest lake in the world is home to over 250 species of tropical fish.  

Tracking elephants, rhinos, lions and buffalo through the Luangwa Valley :The Bushcamp Company, Zambia

With no more than eight people per bush camp, guests will track elephants, rhinos, lions and buffalo through the wilderness of Zambia’s iconic South Luangwa National Park. 
The six camps of The Bushcamp Company feature first-class hospitality, sumptuous food and expert guides in the place where the African walking safari was pioneered over thirty years ago

Walking with orphaned elephants in the wilds of Botswana : Stanley’s Camp Elephant Interaction, Botswana

For travelers looking for a hands-on experience, Stanley’s Camp elephant interaction invites guests to walk with orphaned elephants raised by humans as they forage and explore their home in the wilds of Botswana.  

Whitewater rafting the Zambezi rapids below awesome Victoria Falls : Victoria Falls, Zambia or Zimbabwe

The adrenaline rush of rafting in the whitewater chaos of the Zambezi rapids below Victoria Falls in Zambia and Zimbabwe will thrill any adrenaline junkie. 

Visit www.rothschildsafaris.com. Contact : Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widnesspr.com. 

Thanyamundra, Khao Sok, Thailand

Thanyamundra the first organic boutique resort in southern Thailand has opened among palm trees under in the Khao Sok National Park, which is two hours drive from Phuket International Airport.

Thanyamundra is a luxury retreat on a working organic farm with nine Asian antique filled rooms and suites in two modern, Thai inspired villas. 

The resorts guided jungle trek enables guests with resident and visiting naturalists, in search of the lar gibbon whose females can be heard calling out on mist filled mornings.

There’s also the chance to spot long-tailed macaque monkeys, Malay sun bears, tapirs, monitor lizards and even elephants and the endangered clouded leopard that inhabit Khao Sok National Park.

Visit : www.thanyapura.com. Contact : Mark Armsden at ma@deliveringasia.com 

Hotels with spa’s 

The Landmark, London 

The five-star Landmark London, a Grande Dame hotel in central London was built as the last of the great railway hotels. It is one of the leading destination spa’s in the capital. 

www.landmarklondon.co.uk 
The Cornwall, UK

The Cornwall Hotel Spa & Estate, Cornwall UK is set in 43 acres of Victorian parkland and woodland, situated less than two miles from glorious sandy beaches. 

Situated in converted Nineteenth Century stables, The Clearing Spa has five treatment rooms offering an extensive range of luxurious therapies from Aromatherapy Associates. 

www.thecornwall.com. 
Le Couvent d’Hérépian, France 

A 17th Century convent that has been transformed into a 13 suite, luxury boutique retreat & spa in the unspoilt picturesque town of Hérépian, in the heart of Languedoc. 

www.garrigae-resorts.com
Les Jardins de Saint Benoit, France 
Traditional Mediterranean village houses make up this riverside estate, set in 20-acres of vineyards, olive groves and a patchwork of renovated 12th Century Medieval gardens in the Corbières area of southern France. 
Les Jardins’ unique Mediterranean Spa uses 100% natural products and provides individual ‘tailor made’ treatments designed to relax and revitalise. 

www.garrigae-resorts.com
Jumby Bay, Antigua 


Named one of the world’s 50 best hotels by the Telegraph (UK) Jumby Bay, is a 300-acre luxury private island resort. In January 2010, the resort was re-opened, following a complete rebuild. 
www.jumbybayresort.com
Little Dix Bay, British Virgin Islands

The resort sits on a crescent-shaped bay on the island of Virgin Gorda in the British Virgin Islands. The resorts spa is perched high on a bluff overlooking the Caribbean Sea. 

www.littledixbay.com 

GoldenEye, Jamaica 

GoldenEye is a 52-acre luxury estate. The main House at the property is renowned as the former home of "James Bond" novelist, Ian Fleming. GoldenEye was re opened following a two-year refurbishment in March 2011. A recent addition is the introduction of FieldSpa.

www.goldeneye.com
Jakes, Jamaica 

Jakes is a boutique resort off the beaten track in the fishing village of Treasure Beach. The Driftwood Spa embodies the laidback charm of Jake’s in Treasure Beach.

www.jakeshotel.com
The Caves, Jamaica 

The Caves is perched above Negril's volcanic formed caves overlooking the Caribbean Sea adjacent to the historic lighthouse. The Aveda Concept Spa is a bijoux spa on the cliff tops of Negril, with a gorgeous balcony overlooking the sea. 

www.islandoutpost.com/thecaves
 

Strawberry Hill, Jamaica 

A 50-acre mountain top, Strawberry Hill is a retreat with views of the majestic Blue Mountains and the Caribbean Sea. The Living Spa has been developed by a combined team from Aveda and Strawberry Hill, who have carefully designed a complete spa and rejuvenation regime. 

www.islandoutpost.com/strawberryhill 
 

Contact : Jacinta Goulter at jacinta@rivapr.co.uk
Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· The German city of Frankfurt will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members. Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de.
· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com.  Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@visitorlando.com.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 
· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 
· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 
· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Terms & Conditions:

· subject to availability at time of booking

· valid rental & booking period: Jan 1st - Dec 31, 2011 

· offer valid for car rentals in Switzerland, Italy, France & Monaco, Germany

· applies to all car categories and Elite Rent-a-Car rental tariffs (Shopping/Tradition)

· blackout period for complimentary car upgrade is 1 July to 15 September 15 to 31 December 2011

· Elite Rent to be mentioned and contacts included in fact box of subsequent editorial feature

Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups
The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

Interface Images

World travel photographer David Smith of Interface Images is offering ITWA members a 50% discount on all image licenses and fine art prints ordered online from 8,000 + new images of world location, ethnic life, culture, smiling faces, lifestyle and cruise ship life images across 6 continents. 
For Alliance members this discount means a large travel image source for your stories, web sites and Blogs with prices starting at less than $US10 per image. 

Visit www.interfaceimages.com for easy search, amazing photo story galleries, instant image downloads and social networking links. 

Alliance members must enter the coupon code ITWA at checkout to get the discount. 

David has also produced a Travel Photography Today DVD ideal for Alliance members with two hours of live photo tips and hints for all travellers and photographers playable on all computers and NTSC TV systems and can be ordered online at http://www.imagebyinterface.com/products.htm

Contact David Smith at dave@interfaceimages.com
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.
Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Horse riding in Kansas and Oklahoma

Horse riding on Kansas and Oklahoma ranches can also include rodeo events, horse friendly state parks and horseback trails.

Horse riding in Kansas is good for horse riders and trail riding fans due to its varied climate, landscapes and the chance to ride in 24 Kansas State Parks.  
The city of Abilene used to be the end of the Chisholm Trail, where cowboys drove longhorn cattle to market.  
Dodge City, is where Wyatt Earp tried to maintain law and order when the city was a wild cattle town


Oklahoma offers a variety of equestrian services, as well as beautiful riding trails and a wide variety of horse breeds.  
The prairies and eastern forests of Oklahoma are an excellent backdrop for horseback riding. and anyone interested in horse riding in Oklahoma will be in for a real treat. 
There are fifty state parks, six national parks, two national protected grasslands and a network of wildlife preserves and conservation areas.  Large herds of American Bison inhabit the prairie regions

The Tulsa State Fair is Oklahoma's premier equestrian event and includes classes for Arabians, the Draft Horse, Paints', Pintos', Welsh Ponies, Welsh Cobs and a roundup and riding club day.

Rodeos are popular throughout Oklahoma, and Guymon in the state's panhandle, hosts one of the largest Rodeo's in the USA


Visit : www.localriding.com/usa, www.TravelKs.com and www.TravelOk.com. To discuss press trips contact: Derek Mackenzie-Hook at press@TravelKsOk.co.uk
The Broadway Collection

The Broadway Collection is a group of 19 Broadway musicals, including :

· The Lion King

· Mamma Mia!

· Chicago

· The Phantom of the Opera

· Priscilla Queen of the Desert

· Anything Goes

· Billy Elliot

· Jersey Boys, and

· Cirque Du Soleil’s Zarkana

The Collection will be delighted to offer review tickets to Alliance members. Visit : www.broadwayinbound.com. Contact : Dulla Tulley at della.tully@btinternet.com. 

Press trips to Austria

The Austrian National Tourist Office has group and individual press trips to the country including :

Mountains staging art in Lech-Zuers / Bregenzerwald in Vorarlberg

Discover controversial art and human influence in high alpine areas, the interaction of mountainous scenery and art installations. 

Art & culture on Lake Constanze in Vorarlberg

Lake Constanze, the coming together of three countries and cultural lifestyles can best be seen at the KUB with its extraordinary exhibition. There are also the opera productions on the floating stage. 

Discover Innsbruck, Graz and Salzburg
Graz, with its modern architecture, Innsbruck, the emperors' heritage and Salzburg - Mozart and the Renaissance combined. 

On the nature trail in Zell am See-Kaprun

Experiences with wildlife - guided tours with a ranger through the National Park Hohe Tauern will help you understanding the circle of life in the high alpine regions. The Hohe Tauern even has an informal “Big Five” of creatures to spot: the Chamois, Ibex, Griffon Vulture, Golden Eagle and Bearded Vulture. 

Slow down the Austrian way in Burgenland 

Lake Neusiedlersee, where birds take their break on the way south/north, watch them in their habitat guided by National park Rangers, enjoy Austrian wine.

Family's paradise Saalbach-Hinterglemm

The children's playground: entertaining education at Schnitzas Holzpark and outdoor adventure at the high-rope course. 

Back to nature & the art of living in the Alpbachtal

A return to the "good old days" - where traditions remain alive, including an appreciation of local products and recipes, wellness/herbal treatments, sustainability and social. 

Nature's dinner table in the Zillertal

The art of food and sustainability, naturally grown, enjoyed in award-winning mountain restaurants with views all that you will find in the Zillertal. Tuxer-Beef, Haymilk-cheese and local beer.

The Outdoor fitness centre - Montafon in Vorarlberg

Fitness trails in woods, a 'stairway to heaven', fitness training for body and soul - Montafon in Vorarlberg. 

The Eagle’s Walk - Enjoy the spirit of walking in Tirol

Eagle Walk where mountaineers clubs run alpine refuges and giving advice regarding safety, weather, most scenic trails, rare fauna and flora, tradition of wooden crosses on mountain tops. 

Visit : www.austria.info. Contact : Martina Jamnig at martina.jamnig@austria.info.
Alacati Zeytin Hotel, Turkey

Alacati Zeytin Hotel is located in Alacati, Turkey, and just a short drive from Izmir Airport, offers chic, boutique style accommodation.  
While Alacati is a relatively unknown region for international visitors it’s very popular with rich, stylish Turkish visitors from cities like Istanbul who use the region as a retreat.  
Alacati has fine local produce including figs and olives which are grown locally.  
It is also a popular place for windsurfing and fishing.  Major attractions such as Ephesus are within easy reach.  
Alliance members are welcome to review the hotel.

Visit : www.alacatizeytinotel.com. Contact Samantha Marsh at samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
Hualapai River Runners, the Grand Canyon

Hualapai River Runners, owned and operated by the Hualapai Tribe in Northwest Arizona, has opened its 2011 season which will run until October 31. 

This is the 38th year of Hualapai River Runners - the only one-day whitewater rafting trip through the Grand Canyon. 

All 27 certified guides are Native American the majority of which are Hualapai tribal members. 

Hualapai River Runners also operates the pontoon boat experience at Grand Canyon West, a 20-minute smooth water and helicopter trip through the canyon that operates year-round.
Visit : www.hualapaitourism.com. Alliance members wishing to experience any of the trips should contact : Karen Luard: kp@KPcommunications.co.uk. 
Woburn Safari Park, UK

Woburn Safari Park in Bedfordshire, which opened in 1970, is one of the UK’s oldest wild animal parks. 

Its animals include white rhino, elephants, lions, tigers, black bears, wolves, bison, giraffes, lemurs, zebra, camels, wallabies, penguins, three kinds of monkey and a variety of antelope species.

 
Established by the 13th Duke of Bedford on the grounds of Woburn Abbey, the park has a long history of species conservation dating back more than 100 years. 

 

Today, Woburn Safari Park is internationally recognised as a centre of excellence for the conservation of endangered wildlife and houses probably the biggest concentration of critically endangered African ungulates (hoofed mammals) on Earth.

 

Woburn Safari Park is a member of and contributor to the British and Irish Association of Zoos and Aquariums (BIAZA) and the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA).

 
Visit : www.woburn.co.uk/safari. For press trips contact : Fran Pearce at fpearce@brayleino.co.uk
Oare Manor, Exmoor National Park UK

Oare Manor is an historic residence located in the stunning Oare Valley in the heart of Exmoor National Park, the setting for the classic story of tragic heroine Lorna Doone. 

Following a two-year refurbishment project, the property now features a Victorian interior with sumptuous furnishings, valuable antiques and paintings, classic Victorian baths and all modern conveniences.

The manor house, which provides first-class accommodation in a tranquil, secluded setting, is referred to in the Domesday Book of 1086 and, in part, dates back to the early 11th century. However, the majority of the existing stone property with its distinctive gables was built in the 19th century, when it became the Manor House of Oare. 

Oare Manor is available on selected dates for exclusive use by discerning parties of up to 14 guests.

Visit www.oaremanor.com. To request a facility visit contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk. 
	Working with the Alliance 


Partners
The following travel industry partners have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

The Guild of Travel and Tourism

The Guild is an international Association for the travel, tourism, hospitality and transport industry.Visit :  www.traveltourismguild.com. Contact : Nigel Bishop at nigel.bishop@traveltourismguild.com.

Tourism Whitsundays (Australia)

Tourism Whitsundays is the official Regional Tourism Organisation responsible for the destination marketing of the Whitsundays.  The 74 islands of the Whitsundays are located on the central Queensland Coast, in the heart of the Great Barrier Reef.


Visit : www.tourismwhitsundays.com.au. Contact : Danielle Seymour at communications@tourismwhitsundays.com.au.
Binational Economic & Tourism Alliance (Canada and USA)

The Binational Economic & Tourism Alliance (BETA) is a membership-based non-profit in NYS and Ontario with a mandate to facilitate strong sustainable binational community economic development through the creation of cross-border tourism & economic development products and partnerships in the Great Lakes region of North America


Visit : www.btapartners.com. Contact : Arlene
White at arlene.white@btapartners.com.

Best Beijing Tours

Best Beijing Tours are Great Wall tour experts. Visit : www.bestbeijingtours.com. Contact : Xin Ping at pingxin008@yahoo.com.cn.
Marry Abroad

Marry Abroad provides free information site for couples wanting to get married abroad and provide marketing opportunities for destination wedding planners.


Visit : www.marryabroad.co.uk. Contact : Stephanie Bishop at stephb@marryabroad.co.uk.

South Iceland Adventures

South Iceland Adventure leads tailored adventures across Iceland for individual travellers, groups and companies seeking to experience this North Atlantic island bordering the Arctic Circle.

Specialising in winter pursuits such as glacier hiking, backcountry skiing and snow-kiting, South Iceland Adventure also leads summer and year-round pursuits such as diving, snorkelling, super jeep driving, canyoning, horse riding and cycling.


Visit : www.icelandadventure.is Contact : Sigurdur Bjarni Sveinsson at Siggi@siadv.is.

GoodTime Xtreme Tours Sibiu (Romania)

GoodTime Xtreme Tours Sibiu is the first fully licensed Tour Operator which offers enduro tours, offroad trips, adventure travel and customized tours in Romania . 

Visit : www.adventurezone.ro. Contact : Ene Catalin atoffice@goodtime.ro.

Inabus Tours (South Africa)

Inabus Tours provide sizzling South African safaris and tours as well as  visits to Namibia, Botswana, Kenya, Tanzania and more. Fly, drive, camp or be lodged at different comfort levels through Africa.

Visit : www.inabustours.com. Contact : Mauritz van Heerden at mauritz@inabustours.com. 

The West Somerset Railway

The West Somerset Railway is Britain's longest standard gauge steam railway running for 20 miles between Bishops Lydeard (near Taunton) and Minehead. Trains operate on over 200 days each year. 
Visit : www.west-somerset-railway.co.uk. For press tickets contact : John Simms at john.com@wsrail.net.
Big Brum open top bus sightseeing tour (UK)

Big Brum open top bus sightseeing tour is a live guided exciting adventure through the UK’s second city – the Brummagem tour explores the global city with a local heart. 

Visit : www.birmingham-tours.co.uk. Contact : Sue Behan at enquiries@birmingham-tours.co.uk.

Tierras Vivas (Peru)

Tierras Vivas is a newly established and dynamic travel company dedicated to Peru. Visit : www.tierrasvivas.com. Contact : Edwin
Caviedes at info@tierrasvivas.com
The Top Travel Club (Canada)

The Top Travel Club builds global partnerships with travel operators. Offering partnerships to develop membership base and fundraising for non-profits.


Visit : www.thetoptravelclub.com. Contact : Tony Humphrey at tony@thetoptravelclub.com.

YLTOUR (Italy)

YLTOUR is a Puglia custom trips and DMC company specialising on culinary and wine tours. Ylenia selects for you the very best cooking lessons, yoga retreats, winery and gourmet tours, excursions to artisan food and producers, incentive ideas as part of your vacation in wonderful villages throughout Salento and Puglia. 

With Ylenia you will experience a rustic and friendly holiday atmosphere: a yoga class under the olive trees, in front of the sky or on the beach, a fun cooking class with a local mamma, shopping in fresh veg markets, meeting friends, eating regional foodstuffs, hanging out with local farmers, excellent local wine and visits to popular villages festivities, cycling and much more!!


Visit : www.yltourcongressi.com. Contact : Ylenia Sambati at info@yltourcongressi.com.

Wildpath Tours &Travel (Africa)

WildPath offers a varied portfolio of safaris and tours to Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Rwanda and DRC. 

Our African safaris are geared towards the leisure and adventure travelers. Our core philosophy is to provide memorable African safaris, outstanding and knowledgeable service at competitive prices.


Visit : www.widpathtours.com. Contact : Keziah Gachie at keziah@wildpathtours.com.

DayDreams Travel (Turkey)

Daydreams is a leading Turkish boat specialist offering private charter holidays with a selection of 32 crewed boats, from standard gulets to luxury schooners, to choose from.  

Daydreams also offers an escorted 'house party' programme on board a Turkish schooner for single travellers, couples and friends. Tailor made land arrangements in Turkey can be combined with either type of holiday.


Visit :  www.daydreams-travel.com. Jennifer Day at jennyday@day-dreams-travel.com.

Denbies Wine Estate (UK)


Established in 1986, Denbies Wine Estate is England’s largest single estate vineyard with 265 acres of vines. It’s one of the first wine estates in the world to give visitors of all ages a unique and fascinating insight into all aspects of the wine producing process, all year round. 

The flint-clad Chateau-style Visitor Centre hosts two restaurants; the indoor Garden Conservatory and the third floor Gallery Restaurant providing spectacular views of the estate, together with a diversely stocked wine and gift shop and garden farm shop.

The Denbies Farmhouse Guest Accommodation, ETB ‘Silver 4 with its stunning views over the vineyard is perfect for guests wishing to extend their stay.


Visit : www.denbies.co.uk. Contact : Jeannette Simpson at jsimpson@denbiesvineyard.co.uk.

DoubleTree by Hilton Hotels (USA)


With a fast-growing collection of contemporary, upscale accommodations in more than 250 gateway cities, metropolitan areas and vacation destinations worldwide, DoubleTree by Hilton hotels are distinctively designed properties that provide true comfort to today’s business and leisure travellers. 

From the millions of guests who are welcomed with the brand’s legendary, warm chocolate chip cookies at check-in to the advantages of the award-winning Hilton HHonors® guest reward programme, each DoubleTree by Hilton guest receives a satisfying stay.


Visit : www.doubletree.com. Contact : Thomas Wingham at thomas.wingham@hilton.com.

Mayrhofen Ski Tours


Mayrhofen Ski Tours offers a totally personal and bespoke method of organising and maximising your time in the Alps.  The company has over 15 years of experience of organising large groups to this area


Visit : www.mayrhofenskitours.co.uk. Contact : Nigel Blackburn at nigel@mayrhofenskitours.co.uk.

	News


The Motorhome Experts

The Motorhome Experts are offering half-price rentals from locations across the USA and Canada this winter. Any twenty-eight night rental will only be charged for the first fourteen nights.

Visit : www.TheMotorhomeXperts.com. Contact : Patrick Richardson at patrick@worldwidetravelmarketing.com.

easyJet

easyJet has launch a new route between Glasgow and Amsterdam. Visit : www.easyjet.com. Contact : Andrew McConnell at press.office@easyJet.com.
St. Kitts Music Festival

The Commodores, have joined the line-up for this year’s 15th St. Kitts Music Festival, which will take place on island from 23-25 June 2011. Visit : www.stkittstourism.kn. Contact : Patricia Rowan at patricia@adams-pr.com. 
	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Frankfurt am Main, Germany

The “Kuhhirtenturm” in Sachsenhausen, which pays tribute to Paul Hindemith, a celebrated

German composer is the latest addition to the museum embankment of Frankfurt am Main. 

The Alliance has produced Destination Frankfurt : a detailed media dossier on the city. For a copy, visit : www.itwalliance.com or email Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com. 

Frankfurt will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members. Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de. 
The Floriade World Horticultural Expo, Venio, Holland
The Floriade World Horticultural Expo (5 April to 12 October 2012) is staged once every ten years at a changing location in Holland and provides a chance to see flowers, plants, trees, fruit and vegetables of the world on show.  The Expo should attract two million visitors. 

Visit : www.holland.com/uk/press/floriade-2012.jsp or www.floriade.nl. For more information and press trips opportunities contact :  Rianne Ojeh at press-uk@holland.com.
The Tea Guild’s Top London Afternoon Tea

Claridge’s is named as the finest venue in London to enjoy afternoon tea. The hotel won the highest ‘accolade’ of the tea world by winning The Tea Guild’s Top London Afternoon Tea 2011 Award.

Visit : www.claridges.co.uk and www.tea.co.uk/teaguild.  Emma Sanderson at emma.sanderson@nexuspr.com
Atlantic Holidays

Atlantic Holidays starts a Monarch flight from Norwich to the isle of Madeira from May 2011.  

Atlantic Holidays is the UK’s leading specialist tour operator to Madeira and its neighbouring island of Porto Santo. It is part of Portugal’s leisure company, the Pestana Hotels & Resorts Group, which owns and manages 82 hotel and pousada properties in Europe, Africa and South America.  

Visit : www.atlanticholidays.net. Contact : Dino Toouli at dtoouli@atlanticholidays.net. 
Lonely Planet 

Lonely Planet has released a new audio walking tour of London for iPhone users to celebrate the wedding of William and Kate. 

The Royal London Audio Walking Tour of the top regal spots in London is free to download from the iTunes store for a limited time.

The tour follows the route that the newlyweds will take after the wedding ceremony, taking in 13 sights from Westminster Abbey to Buckingham Palace and including 10 Downing Street, Women of World War II Monument and St James’ Palace.

Visit : www.lonelyplanet.co.uk. Contact : Heather Carswell at heatherc@lonelyplanet.co.uk.
The Antarctic Dream

The Antarctic Dream, a 78 person expedition cruises ship that saw longtime service in the Chilean Navy has unveiled its “Fly and Sail” Program for the 2011-2012 season. 

This new 8-day/7-night program runs in two different itineraries – one itinerary leaves by plane from Punta Arenas, Chile and returns eight days later by sea to Ushuaia, Argentina.

The other leaves by sea from Ushuaia, Argentina and returns by plane to Punta Arenas, Chile. 

Visit : www.antarcticdream.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

Bikes and Beer in Belgium

ExperiencePlus! Bicycle Tours has teamed up with Jeff Lebesch, founder and former owner of New Belgium Brewing to offer a VIP biking tour of Belgium.

The tour begins and ends in Brussels after cycling some 30 to 55 miles a day, for a total of up to 173 miles over eight days and 277 miles over 11 days. 

WWI battle and historical sites, the UNESCO World Heritage sites of Brugge and Tournai, Trappist breweries and Lambic beer are included on the tour. 

Visit : www.experienceplus.com. Contact: Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com
The Channel Island Way UK

The Channel Island Way is a new island-hopping walking route and guide, which provides a way to explore the differing coastlines of the five largest Channel Islands: Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney, Sark and Herm. 
  
Visitore can fly into the bigger islands of Guernsey, Jersey and Alderney, but the smaller islands of Sark and Herm can only be reached by boat.   
 
Visit : www.visitguernsey.com/walking. Contact : Tom Panagos tom@saltmarshpr.co.uk

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

Hemingway Days Festival, Key West FL

19 to 24 July 2011

The life of American writer and Pulitzer Prize winner Ernest Hemingway will be celebrated during the annual Hemingway Days festival in Key West, Florida Keys. 

Events include Sloppy Joe's “Papa” Hemingway Look-Alike Contest, where stocky white-bearded men resembling Hemingway vie for top honours at one of the author’s preferred drinking spots.

Among the other events are a three-day marlin fishing competition celebrating Hemingway’s love for the deep-sea sport, a unique take on a Hemingway favourite called the Running of the Bulls, readings and book signings by noted authors and an exhibit of rare Hemingway memorabilia. 

Visit : www.hemingwayhome.com and www.fla-keys.co.uk. Contact : Kate Burgess at kate.burgess@kbc-pr.com.

Summer events in Laguna Beach, California

Laguna Beach, a seaside resort and artist community located in southern Orange County, California, runs arts influenced events throughout the year.

First Saturdays Artist Open Studios,

7 May, 4 June, 2 July and 6 August 2011 

The opportunity to visit 26 professional artists in private working studios throughout Laguna Beach. www.lagunabeachcity.net 
Laguna Craft Guild
29 May and 12 June 2011 

An exhibition of original Arts and Crafts by local Laguna Beach artists on the Main Beach Cobblestones. www.lagunacraftguild.org
Full Moon Drum Circle
17 May, 15 June 15 and 31 August  2011 

Takes place at full moon at Aliso Beach, located a few miles south of Laguna Beach's downtown www.lavidalaguna.com
Sawdust Art Festival 
24 June 28 August 2011. 

A staple of Southern California, the popular Sawdust Art Festival allows visitors to mingle with more than 200 local artists, learn about the creative process and shop for that perfect find. 

Founded in 1966, the festival gets its name from the sawdust that was placed on the ground to keep down the dust in the vacant lot where the event was first held.

www.sawdustartfestival.org

Festival of Arts - California's Premier Fine Art Show 
3 July – 31 August 31 2011. 

This top-rated art show features original artwork by more than 140 of the area's most accomplished artists. www.lagunafestivalofarts.org
35th Annual Victoria Skimboards World Championship of Skimboarding
June 2011. 

This two-day event (dates TBD) held each year at Aliso Beach Park in South Laguna is considered the most prestigious event on the skimboarding circuit. www.victoriaskimboards.com
Laguna Beach Live! Jazz Wednesdays 

6, 13, 20 and 27 July and  3, 10, 17, 24 and 31 August 2011. 

Held in the outdoor rose garden at Hotel Laguna in the heart of downtown Laguna Beach. Gifted jazz artists perform live. www.lagunabeachlive.org 
Visit : www.lagunabeachinfo.com. Contact : Ashley Johnson at Ashley@lagunabeachinfo.com. 

Denbies Wine Estate Bacchus Marathon and Half-Marathon 

Sunday 11 September 2011

Denbies Wine Estate, in Dorking, Surrey, which is England’s largest vineyard is staging the Bacchus Marathon and Half-Marathon. Entrants will be able to sample Denbies award wining wine as they take the route through the spectacular scenery of the Surrey Hills and North Downs. 

Established in 1986, Denbies Wine Estate is England’s largest single estate vineyard with 265 acres of vines.The Denbies Farmhouse provides Englist Tourist Board 4-Star Silver accommodation with views over the vineyard.

Visit : www.denbiesvineyard.co.uk. Contact : Jeannette Simpson at jsimpson@denbiesvineyard.co.uk.

Ironbridge Gorge World Heritage Festival, Shropshire UK
24 September 2011

The seventh Ironbridge Gorge World Heritage Festival at Telford, Shropshire will also celebrate the 25th anniversary since this World Heritage Site was designated in November 1986, one of the first in the United Kingdom, along with Stonehenge and The Giants Causeway.

Visit : www.ironbridge.org.uk and www.visitironbridge.co.uk. For press visits contact : Pat Edgar at 

PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com
Tennerfest, Gurnsey, Channel Islands UK 
Saturday 1 October to Saturday 12 November


For the 14th consecutive year, starting from the 1 October, Guernsey runs six weeks of meals at fixed prices. Starting from £10, diners are guaranteed to find outstanding menus and meals created from the wealth of local produce.

Highlighting the diversity and choice of food available, there are cafés, bistros, gastro pubs, seafood restaurants, Italian, Indian and Chinese restaurants, as well as the more traditional hotel restaurants.


Visit : www.tennerfest.com. Tom Panagos at tom@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Fly Camping  in Kenya’s Samburu region

The Safari Collection has introduced fly camping to the activities available at the boutique lodge Sasaab, located in Kenya’s Samburu region. 

This offers guests the opportunity to explore the further reaches of the Westgate Community Conservancy on foot, getting close to wildlife and birds and sleeping out for a night or two.

Visit:  www.thesafaricollection.com. Contact : Daniela Resenterra at Danielar@hillsbalfour.com.

Tallahassee, Florida
Tallahassee, is located in the Red Hills region of the Florida Panhandle. 

Situated at the top of the 'Sunshine State' it lies some 25 miles from the Gulf of Mexico and is surrounded by genuine natural beauty. As Florida State Capital, Tallahassee also enjoys a political edge and historic ambiance supported by a fine cultural offering and cosmopolitan infrastructure. 

The Florida State and Florida A&M Universities are both based here and these infuse the city with the youthful vibrancy of a college town.
Downtown Tallahassee, and its emerging mid-town area, is clean, well laid out and attractive with main thoroughfares dominated by the majestic live oaks festooned with Spanish moss.
While Florida is one of the world's major tourist hot spots, Tallahassee is yet to be recognised as a travel destination in its own right.

Visit : www.visittallahassee.com. Contact : Amanda Russo at arusso@zimmerman.com. 

The Isles of Scilly, UK
Scilly is (or the Isles of  Scilly are) a string of islands forming an archipelago some 28 miles off Lands End, the south-western tip of the UK's Cornish peninsula.

With a total resident population of just over 1,600 - and given all the friendly waving, smiling and nodding that takes place - everyone seems to know everyone else.

From a visitor perspective, it also means almost everyone is involved with, or benefits from, tourism - the economic mainstay of the Isles.

This goes a long way to explaining the genuine welcome visitors to Scilly receive. And why so many of those visitors return again and again and again.

Designated an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, the isles are known for their bird life, particularly Puffins and Storm Petrels and the number of rare migrants that have ornithologists flocking to Scilly.

While its Gulf Stream location makes for a temperate climate with frost and snow rare it is also exposed the Atlantic winds, which can see spectacular winter gales lashing the islands.

Visit : www.simplyscilly.co.uk   Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 
The first Rift Valley Festival, Kenya

The second Rift Valley Festival takes place from 2 to 4 September 2011.

The event is an intimate gathering of local and international artists, combining traditional African roots and global styles and providing a stage for established as well as developing talent. 

The event is also an opportunity to showcase the local arts, crafts and culture of the Rift Valley. 

Visit: www.riftvalleyfestival.com and www.magicalkenya.com.  Contact : Daniela Resenterra at Danielar@hillsbalfour.com.   

The Eyjafallajökull volcano, Iceland

With April marking a year since the Eyjafallajökull ash cloud began to cause global travel disruption. Iceland has opened a dedicated volcano museum and is running volcano tours. 
 
The volcanic landscape around Eyjafallajökull is safe and open to visit. 

Visitors will be able tom see the dramatic changes the ash cloud caused to the area including the spectacular Gigjökull glacierfall, which formed from Eyjafjallajökull’s melted ice cap and the striking black and white glaciers. Visitors can also journey to the eruption site, 700 metres above sea level, for panoramic views over volcano tops and the Atlantic Ocean.
 
A new Visitor Centre opened in April at Þorvaldseyri farm, which lies at the base of Eyjafjallajökull. 

Superjeep tours


A growing number of superjeep rides take visitors where no other vehicle can- across glacial rivers and over rough terrain to get up close to the dormant volcano. The jeeps travel through lava fields, past glaciers and mountains and stop off at Seljalandsfoss waterfall, which can be walked behind. 
 
Visit : www.re.is.

Nordic Visitor

Nordic Visitor has a three day volcano tour including two nights accommodation, airport transfers, a guided superjeep tour 

Visit : www.nordicvisitor.com 
 
Helicopter tours


Visitors can take helicopter rides from Reykjavik up into the volcanic area to see the destruction of the ash cloud with black glaciers, old lava flows and spectacular waterfalls. 

Visit : www.helicoptericeland.com 

Volcano hikes


Discover The World’s special eight day Volcano Explorer package, available from May until September, is a self drive tour journeys through south Iceland’s volcanic areas. Highlights include the rifts and fissures of Thingvellir National Park, climbing the Eldfell crater in the Westman Islands, which is still steaming after its 1973 eruption, and seeing the spectacular 565 km lava flow at Laki. 

www.discover-the-world.co.uk 

Visit: www.visiticeland.com. Contact :  Jenny Groutage at jenny/amelia@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

 

Ulusaba Private Game Reserve, South Africa

at Ulusaba Private Game Reserve, South Africa offers photographic safaris for amateur photographers led by Ulusaba's professional rangers and trackers, themselves photographers. 

Guests are taught how to interpret animal behaviour while seeking out the best game around.

Visit : www.ulusaba.virgin.com. Contact : enquiries@quintessentiallyescape.com.

Gay pride in Massachusetts

Massachusetts was the first US state to legalise same sex marriage in 2004.

Pride Week in Boston is the largest gay pride event in New England, and one of the most popular on the East Coast.  

The Week begins on Friday, 3 June with the raising of a giant rainbow-colored flag at Boston's City Hall Plaza. Thousands of gay rights supporters and activists flock to this historic site in downtown Boston. 

Pride Day follows on Saturday at Faneuil Hall Marketplace. It’s an event for the whole family, with live entertainment, food and people-watching.

On Wednesday 8 June, Club Café in the South End will host the live event “Pride Idol” – named after the TV series, American Idol. The winner will have the chance to perform at the Pride Festival. 

On June 9, 10 & 12, the Boston Gay Men’s Chorus will hold three nights of concerts at John Hancock Hall in Boston with the theme: All you need is love: the music of the Beatles.

Offering a more subdued, grassroots alternative to Boston's lively Pride celebration, the Boston Dyke March will take place on Friday 10 June. This evening event is a venue for influential speakers and artists, and features high-quality performances.

Pride Week culminates in the Boston Pride Parade & Festival on Saturday 11 June. 

This year marks the 41st annual parade, which starts in the South End and ends at Boston City Hall Plaza; the festival begins here, featuring top entertainers and more than 100 vendors.

On Sunday 12th June, the last day of Pride Week, block parties spring up in Boston’s gay-friendly neighborhoods, the South End and Jamaica Plain (JP).

Many bars and gay-popular restaurants, hotels, and shops will hold special events and parties throughout Pride Week. 

In July, Provincetown celebrates Family Week, the largest national gathering of the LGBT family community in the United States. LGBT parents, their children, their extended families, prospective parents and friends gather to enjoy the summer on Cape Cod. 

This year, the 14th -19th August marks the Carnival celebration in Provincetown with the theme, “Can’t Stop the Music.” Participants are encouraged to dress up as their favorite musicians, or choose a decade of music for their costume theme; Roaring Twenties, Seventies Funk, the list goes on!

Visit : www.massvacation.com/rainbow. Contact: Kirsty Dillury at Kirsty@ttmworld.co.uk.

Water sports in and on the Great Lakes of North America  

The Great Lakes of North America is the largest expanse of freshwater in the world, which is the size of continental Europe, and includes the US states of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.

Michigan

Locals and visitors have been surfing off Lake Michigan for many years and can include surfing Lake Superior, the coldest and deepest of the Great Lakes. 

Wisconsin

Wisconsin has more than 15,000 lakes and 33,000 miles of rivers and streams. Visitors can go fishing or sailing on the waters of Lakes Michigan and Superior with instruction from experienced guides and outfitters. 

Scenic boat cruises operate on these lakes viewing lighthouses and rock formations along more than 450 miles of Wisconsin shoreline. 

Minnesota

The Boundary Waters, a 1.09 million acre wilderness area within the Superior National Forest in north-eastern Minnesota, is recognised as one of the world’s most stunningly beautiful locations. 

Located along the Minnesota/Canadian border it comprises more than 1,100 lakes and 1,500 miles of paddling routes.

Illinois

Geocaching, a treasure hunt using a number of clues and a special GPS device can be done on foot, two or four wheels or by boat. It allows participants to follow the Mississippi River through Illinois.

Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania is a piscatorial draw, with blue ribbon trout and bass-friendly waters from Lake Erie across the state to the Delaware River. 

Visit www.greatlakesnorthamerica.co.uk. Contact : Laura Mason-Byers at laura@cellet.co.uk. 

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Hilton Maldives Iru Fushi Resort & Spa 

The Hilton Maldives Iru Fushi Resort & Spa has opened its newest restaurant, ‘Bamboo’. 

Created specifically to introduce new flavours to the five-star resort’s guests, Bamboo offers a taste of casual dining from across south and south-east Asia with a menu that features dishes as varied as Japanese sushi and Chinese dim sum to Sri Lankan and Vietnamese specialties. 

Hilton Maldives Iru FushiSet in 52 acres of white beach and abundant tropical vegetation, within the unspoilt Noonu Atoll in the north of The Maldives.It is reached by a 55-minute seaplane transfer from Male International Airport.
Visit : www.hilton.com/Maldives. For press trip requests contact Gail Palmer at gail@ktapr.com.

Hatherley Manor, the Cotswolds UK

Hatherley Manor, is a 17th century country house hotel, located in a 37-acre parkland estate in the  Cotswolds. It is six miles from Cheltenham, four miles from Gloucester and within easy reach of the Forest of Dean and local castles, vineyards and stately homes. 
Visit : www.hatherleymanor.com. Contact : Julia Farish at farish@travelpr.co.uk.

Courtyard by Marriott 

The Courtyard by Marriott Bali has opened in the Nusa Dua resort area of indonesio. It is the groups  first location in Indonesia and its 900th  in the world.

The 250 deluxe guestrooms offer, either a private balcony, a garden terrace or a terrace with close to pool access.

Visit : www.courtyard.com. Contact : Fretty Widya Zahfithri at fretty.zahfithri@courtyard.com

Shangri-La Hotel, Manzhouli, Inner Mongolia 

Shangri-La Asia has opened Shangri-La Hotel, Manzhouli - the group’s third hotel in Inner Mongolia.  

Manzhouli borders both Northern China and Russia, and features architecture and cultures from both countries, including the world’s tallest Matryoshka Doll (the famous Russian ‘doll within a doll’). 

The hotel has views of Xiaobei Lake, the city or the grasslands beyond. With a population of 300,000, Manzhouli has more than 20 minority nationalities, including Mongolian, Hui, Korean, and Russian.  

Visit www.shangri-la.com.  Contact : Louise Toye at louise.toye@shangri-la.com.

Mövenpick Hotels & Resorts 
The Mövenpick Resort & Spa Cebu 

The Mövenpick Resort & Spa Cebu is a Mediterranean-inspired resort hotel set on its own private beach on Mactan Island, which is located a few kilometres from Cebu Island in the Philippines.

One of the major tourist Islands of Cebu, Mactan Island has a diverse collection of tourist spots and attractions. As a coral island, Mactan offers some of the best diving, snorkeling, island hopping, jet ski, sailing and cultural activities of any island in the Philippines.
Guests looking for something more energetic can head into Cebu, with its vibrant nightlife and extensive shopping, half an hour away.
Since late 2010 the group has extended its Asian presence beyond Thailand and Vietnam, with recent developments announced in China, Malaysia, Sri Lanka and India. 
Mövenpick Heritage Hotel Sentosa, Singapore
 

Mövenpick Hotels & Resorts has also soft opened the Mövenpick Heritage Hotel Sentosa, its first property in Singapore, with the grand launch earmarked towards the end of the year.

Located in the heart of Sentosa, overlooking the South China Sea and Merlion Park, the five-star hotel depicts the colonial history and contemporary flair of the country in its striking interiors, designed by world famous Japanese firm, Super Potato. 

Mövenpick Hotels & Resorts, an upscale hotel management company has over 90 hotels existing or under construction in 30 countries.

Visit : www.movenpick-hotels.com. Contact : Laura Perez at laura.perez@movenpick.com. 
The Eurostars Berlin

The Eurostars Berlin 5*, the first hotel managed directly by Grupo Hotusa in the city through its Eurostars Hotels chain. 
Located in the heart of the city in the Mitte district, the Eurostars Berlin 5* is a newly-built hotel with 221 rooms and  a gourmet restaurant.

The groupm already runs the Eurostars Grand Central and the Hotel Regent in Munich, and the Eurostars Park Maximilian in Regensburg, all four-star hotels.
Visit : www.eurostarsberlin.com. Contact : Matías Bueno at comunicacion1@eurostarshotels.com. 
The Fairmont Waterfront, Vancouver, BC

The Fairmont Waterfront’s rooftop apiary overlooking Burrard Inlet is home to a half million honeybees during the summer months and where a 600 lb. harvest inspired the creation of the hotel’s honey truffles, the “Bee’s Knees”. 
The Fairmont Waterfront’s truffles, created in partnership with British Columbia’s chocolatier, Rogers’ Chocolates, are offered in milk and dark chocolate and feature flavour notes of butterscotch, vanilla and cinnamon.

During the summer months, guests of the hotel are invited to join the weekly garden and hive tours conducted by Director of Housekeeping and resident Beekeeper, Graeme Evans and to learn more about the hotel’s leading sustainability practices. 
Visit :  www.fairmont.com/waterfront. Contact : Emily Armstrong at emily.armstrong@fairmont.com.
Conrad Maldives Rangali Island


Set in a picturesque corner of the Maldives, the Conrad Maldives Rangali Island combines three resorts on two islands, linked by a bridge and surrounded by a coral reef and lagoon. 

Accommodation includes 50 Water Villas in the country, 79 Beach Villas and 21 Spa Water Villas.

Conrad® Hotels & Resorts is Hilton Worldwide’s global luxury brand with hotels in five continents and in the world’s gateway cities and most sought-after resort destinations.

Visit www.conradhotels.com. Contact : Sophie Nicholas at sophie@ktapr.com.

The Renaissance Charlotte SouthPark Hotel, NC

The Renaissance Charlotte SouthPark Hotel, North Carolina, offers a resident "Wine Navigator" every Tuesday to pour samples and showcase the latest offerings in the boutique wine category.

The hotel, which is located in the affluent SouthPark neighborhood, just a few minutes south of uptown Charlotte has just completed a multi-million dollar renovation.  

Visit : www.RenaissanceCharlotteSouthPark.com. Contact : Jane Coloccia at janecoloccia@gmail.com. 
Anantara Resort Golden Triangle, Thailand 
Anantara Resort Golden Triangle is located 60km north of Chiang Rai’s international airport, close to the historic town of Chiang Saen in the heart of northern Thailand’s hill-tribe.

The resort is set in 160 acres of indigenous forest and landscaped gardens with a infinity-edge swimming pool set into the hillside behind the resort with views over the Mekong valley below. 
An undisputed highlight of the resort is the elephant Mahout training camp. Set within the resort’s lush bamboo forest, the camp is home to thirty two elephants. 
The animals are cared for by their local mahouts (drivers) and English-born resident Director of Elephants, John Roberts who is also a qualified mahout himself.  

Anantara's Bophut

Nestled on a quiet stretch of sand and the glittering waters of the Gulf of Thailand, Anantara's Bophut resort offers an experience that combines island magic, Thai charm and Anantara style. 
Set in serene Fisherman's Cove at BoPhut beach on Samui Island, experience the vibrant colours of Anantara's Bill Bensley-designed tropical gardens. 
Tranquil beaches, traditional southern Thai architecture and a seductive destination spa make this the ideal Samui resort hideway.

Visit : www.anantara.com. Contact : Vikki Moody at Vikki@bethcooperpr.co.uk.

Section two : ongoing opportunities
	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· The German city of Frankfurt will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members. Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.
· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com.  Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@visitorlando.com.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The Woburn Safari Park, Bedfordshire UK will offer reviews to Alliance members. Visit : www.woburn.co.uk/safari. Contact : Fran Pearce at fpearce@brayleino.co.uk. 
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 
· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 
· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 
· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Terms & Conditions:

· subject to availability at time of booking

· valid rental & booking period: Jan 1st - Dec 31, 2011 

· offer valid for car rentals in Switzerland, Italy, France & Monaco, Germany

· applies to all car categories and Elite Rent-a-Car rental tariffs (Shopping/Tradition)

· blackout period for complimentary car upgrade is 1 July to 15 September 15 to 31 December 2011

· Elite Rent to be mentioned and contacts included in fact box of subsequent editorial feature

Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups
The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

Interface Images

World travel photographer David Smith of Interface Images is offering ITWA members a 50% discount on all image licenses and fine art prints ordered online from 8,000 + new images of world location, ethnic life, culture, smiling faces, lifestyle and cruise ship life images across 6 continents. 
For Alliance members this discount means a large travel image source for your stories, web sites and Blogs with prices starting at less than $US10 per image. 

Visit www.interfaceimages.com for easy search, amazing photo story galleries, instant image downloads and social networking links. 

Alliance members must enter the coupon code ITWA at checkout to get the discount. 

David has also produced a Travel Photography Today DVD ideal for Alliance members with two hours of live photo tips and hints for all travellers and photographers playable on all computers and NTSC TV systems and can be ordered online at http://www.imagebyinterface.com/products.htm

Contact David Smith at dave@interfaceimages.com
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.
Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Press trips to Austria

Outdoor Fun & Culinary Delights  

The Austrian National Tourist Office is running a press trip to press trip from 28 to 31 May to experience some outdoor adventures and enjoy the culinary delicacies from local producers. 

Independent press trips to the regions Bregenzerwald and Lake Constance in Vorarlberg 

The Austrian National Tourist Office is also inviting Alliance members on independent press trips to Bregenzerwald and Lake Constance in Vorarlberg. 

The chance to take in music festivals & concerts, modern architecture and natural beauty.

The itinerary can be adapted to meet personal requirements.

Visit : www.austria.info. Contact : Martina at pressuk@austria.info.

South Lakes Hotel’s, UK

South Lakes Hotel’s is a collection of three family run hotels located in the southern part of the UK’s Lake District.  

The hotels are suited for families, walkers and anyone interested in exploring the southern part of the Lakes.  They also all welcome pets so perfect for dog walkers.  

Currently one of the hotel’s in the group, the Damson Dene, is starring in a Channel 4 fly-on-the-wall documentary series.  

The programme follows life inside a typical three star hotel.  

Alliance members are welcome to review any of the hotels and in particular the Damson Dene.  

Visit : www.bestlakesbreaks.co.uk.  Contact Samantha Marsh at  samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 

Conrad Maldives Rangali Island 

Set in a picturesque corner of the Maldives, the Conrad Maldives Rangali Island combines three distinct resort experiences on two islands, linked by a bridge and surrounded by a vibrant coral reef and lagoon. 

Accommodation includes 50 of the most luxurious Water Villas in the country, 79 exotic Beach Villas and 21 fabulous Spa Water Villas – the ultimate in pure indulgence.

Visit www.conradhotels.com. For press trip requests contact : Gail Palmer at gail@ktapr.com. 

Projects Abroad
Since the fighting resumed in the Ivory Coast in March and political tension continues to grow, Projects Abroad, the international volunteering company is announcing that it is providing care to over 2000 registered refugees that have fled to the Western region of Ghana. 

Projects Abroad is a global leader in short-term, overseas, volunteer work placements.
Projects Abroad’s medical volunteers will be providing medical outreach services like helping children with infected wounds and insect bites, plus ensuring that anyone with a more severe medical condition is referred for treatment. 

Visit:  www.projects-abroad.co.uk. Alliance members interested in visiting the project should contact : Danielle Mumford at Danielle.Mumford@ascentpr.co.uk.

The Crinan Hotel, Argyll, Scotland

The Crinan Hotel would be delighted to host Alliance members who are interest in writing about this unique destination. 

Located at the end of the Crinan Canal in Argyll, Scotland, the Crinan Hotel is emerging as one of Argyll's most innovative hotels. With the success of the Crinan Gallery Exhibitions in 2010 and the recent launch of the Crinan Seafood Bar, the hotel is aiming to be Scotland's first 'Art Gallery with Rooms'.

Visit : www.crinanhotel.com. Contact : Graham at graham@taste-of-scotland.com. 

Press trip to Prague

The Prague Convention Bureau is organising a press trip to Prague for European journalists from 12 to 14 May 2011. 

The trip will focus on journalists from the UK, USA, Benelux, Germany, France, Italy and Scandinavia. 

Contact : Martina Kvašová at martina.kvasova@pragueconvention.cz. 
Distinguished International Hotels, Inns, and Resorts

Distinguished International Hotels, Inns, and Resorts manages boutique and resort hotels including :  

 

· Cannizaro House, Wimbledon, UK 

· Casa Angelina Hotel, Praiano, Amalfi Coast, Italy 

· Finca Cortesín Hotel, Golf & Spa, Malaga, Spain 

· Glasson Hotel and Golf Club, Westneath, Ireland 

· Le Grand Lodge Mont-Tremblant,  Mont-Tremblant, Canada 

· Mount Falcon Estate, County Mayo, Ireland 

· Sir Christopher Wren's House Hotel and Spa, Windsor, UK 

· The Cranley Hotel, London, UK 

· The Royal Park Hotel, London, UK 

· The Regency Suites, Budapest, Hungary 

· Hôtel Chez Swann, Montreal, Canada 

· Sumahan On The Water, Istanbul, Turkey

Distinguished International will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members.

Visit : www.distinguishedhotels.com. Contact : Johanne Emond at johanne.emond@distinguishedhotels.com. 
The West Somerset Railway, Somerset UK

The West Somerset Railway is Britain’s longest standard gauge steam railway, running for twenty miles from Bishops Lydeard (four miles from Taunton) to Minehead in the English county of Somerset.

En route the line passes through the Quantock Hills (an area of outstanding natural beauty) to the halfway point at Williton and from there to Minehead the journey is largely along the Bristol Channel Coast with inland views of Exmoor.

To expand upon its Railway, pure and simple, there are a number placesfor Alliance members to write about including :. 

· Taunton : the county town of Somerset dating back over 1000 years. 

· Watchet : a similarly ancient settlement, a harbour town which once had its own mint and coinage and was important enough to attract the unwelcome attentions of the Vikings on two occasions. Today it has narrow streets, two museums and the harbour/marina.

· Washford station : which is close to the Medieval Cleeve Abbey 
· Dunster :a medieval village with a Castle looking over it. It also boasts a mill, packhorse bridge, the historic Yarn Market building, cobbled streets, tea rooms and small shops.

· Minehead : a seaside resort town. Dunster is on the edge of the Exmoor National Park. 

The Railway is always happy to offer free day tickets to writers plus one other for companions (we can “stretch” this for those writing for the Family market who are bringing children).

The Yarn Market Hotel, a three star rated Hotel in Dunster, is happy to accommodate writers. 

Visit : www.west-somerset-railway.co.uk. Contact : John Simms at john.com@wsrail.net. 
Oklahoma Red Earth Festival

3 to 5 june 2011

The 50th Red Earth Native American Cultural Festival will be held at the Cox Convention Center in downtown Oklahoma City. 

More than 1200 American Indian artists and dancers from throughout North America will gather to celebrate the richness and diversity of their heritage with the world.  A grand parade, which opens the festival, on Friday morning, has representatives of more than 100 tribes.
Visit: www.redearth.org/red-earth-festival and www.TravelOk.com.

The Flint Hills Symphony Concert, Kansas

11 June 2011

Kansas was once a vast prairie covered one-third of our continent-an endless grassland teeming with bison, deer, antelope, fowl and wildflowers of every colour.  Today, an untouched piece of that prairie still exists in the Flint Hills. For one evening each spring, the area stages a symphony concert over an afternoon and evening.

Visit: www.symphonyintheflinthills.org and www.TravelKs.com
For press trips to Kansas and Oklahoma contact Derek Mackenzie-Hook at press@TravelKsOk.co.uk www.TravelKs.com - www.TravelOk.com
	Working with the Alliance 


Partners
The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

easyJet Holidays

easyJet Holidays has been established following a collaboration between easyJet and the Lowcosttravelgroup, one of the leading on line travel companies in the UK, and offers consumers competitively priced, flexible and convenient holidays across the airline’s extensive network. 

Unlike traditional holiday brands, with easyJet Holidays, consumers will not only benefit from fully protected holiday deals with a brand they trust but also the flexibility and choice of easyJet’s network along with Lowcost’s range of high quality, great value accommodation and transfer services.

Visit :  www.holidays.easyjet.com.  Contact : Greg Cartwright at greg.cartwright@holidays.easyjet.com.

The Talbot County Office of Tourism (USA)

The Talbot County Office of Tourism promotes the pristine landscapes, waterscapes, and small hamlets along the "Hamptons of the Chesapeake Bay". The Towns of St. Michaels, Oxford, Easton, and Tilghman Island offer a wealth of small town charm with metropolitan amenties. 

Outdoor recreational opportunities abound at every corner - with five rivers, two bays and hundreds of creeks and tribuatries, kayaking, canoeing, sailing, and yachting can be enjoyable throughout the seasons of Spring, Summer and Fall. 

Talbot County has long been recognized as the "Hamptons of the Chesapeake". Year round entertainment at local theatres and nightclubs, art festivals and galleries, culinary events, and cultural treasures add to the Talbot County experience.


Visit : www.tourtalbot.orgContact : Debbi
Dodson at ddodson@talbgov.org.

The San Antonio Convention & Visitors Bureau (USA)

The San Antonio Convention & Visitors Bureau Communications Division assists members of the working media with information, research, resources, referrals, hi-resolution images and b-roll. In addition, our resources can assist meeting and travel trade professionals with information and images to help promote your San Antonio meeting or group travel.


Visit : www.visitsanantonio.com. Contact : Sara Gruber at saragruber@visitsanantonio.com.

Mid Wales Tourism (Wales)

Mid Wales Tourism is a 'Not for Profit' organisation that promotes and represent tourism businesses across Wales offering a wide variety of marketing opportunities, membership services, support and advice. We know a lot about the tourism industry in Wales and the visitors that come here.

Visit : www.midwalestourism.co.uk. Contact : Valerie Hawkins at valh@midwalestourism.co.uk.

Sabah Tourism Board (Malaysia)

Sabah Tourism Board, or Sabah Tourism, is the Sabah state’s tourism marketing arm under the auspices of the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Environment of Sabah, Malaysia. 

Sabah Tourism works closely with other sister agencies such as Sabah Parks, Sabah Wildlife, Environmental Protection Department, Sabah Museum and Sabah Cultural Board - a link which enables Sabah Tourism to promote Sabah as a nature-based destination supplemented with rich traditional, cultural heritage and warm hospitality. 

Sabah as destination is accessible via direct international flights from Kuala Lumpur, Hong Kong and Shenzhen (China), Seoul (Korea), Osaka and Haneda (Japan), Singapore, Jakarta (Indonesia), Perth (Australia), Kaohsiung and Taipei (Taiwan),Clark and Manila (the Philippines) as well as Bandar Seri Begawan (Brunei).

Visit : www.sabahtourism.com. Contact : Hana
Harun at hana@sabahtourism.com.

The Olive Branch

An award winning gastro-pub with luxurious accommodation set in the beautiful Rutland countryside


Visit : www.theolivebranchpub.com. Contact : Ben Jones at info@theolivebranchpub.com.

Logis du Paradis (France)

Logis du Paradis near Cognac, is a luxurious Maison d'hote with Classic cars for rental and function rooms. Formerly Council member and Deputy Chairman of AITO, founder member of ABTOF and Chairman of HCHG.


Visit : www.logisduparadis.com. Contact : Nicholas Brimblecombe at info@logisduparadis.com.

Nalagarh A Heritage Resort (India)

Heritage Resort named as Nalagarh A Heritage Resort is 300 km from New Delhi, 60 km from Chandigarh and 15 kms from Baddi. This is the only heritage property in this area spread over 20 acres of land. 

Visit : www.nalagarh.in. Contact : Brij Mohan at fortnalagarh@gmail.com.

Base Holidays

Lois started Home Base Holidays, a home exchange agency based in London, in 1985. Now in partnership with son, Mark, and also run Guardian home exchange for the Guardian newspaper. Publish the blog, Travel the Home Exchange Way and Home Swappers, a monthly free newsletter.


Visit : www.homebase-hols.com. Contact : Lois Sealey at info@homebase-hols.com. 

My Guy Trip (USA)

My Guy Trip is premier mancation/adventure vacation service. My Guy Trip offers a variety of packages and activities ranging from, kayaking, surfing, blacksmtihing, flight lessons, survival classes, windsurfing, mountain biking, sailing, white water rafting, bungee jumping plus many more


Visit : www.myguytrip.com. Contact : Greg Larkin at contact@myguytrip.com. 

Agencies

Green PR (Australia)

Green PR provides services to a range of industries in the Northern Rivers of NSW, including tourism.


Visit : www.greenpr.com.au. Contact : Neville Sloss at neville@greenpr.com.au.

	News


easyJet Holidays

easyJet, the UK’s largest airline has launched easyJet Holidays following a collaboration between easyJet and the Lowcosttravelgroup.

The new venture will offer consumers holidays across the airline’s network. 

easyJet flies from 18 UK airports to destinations across Europe, operating on over 540 routes with over 196 aircraft across 30 countries. 

Lowcosttravelgroup will provide over 10,000 hotels ranging from luxury 5-star to value 3-star options.

Visit www.holidays.easyjet.com. Contact : Greg Cartwright at PressOffice@holidays.easyjet.com
Visit Orlando Launches Holiday Makeover campaign in the UK

Visit Orlando launched its first-ever Holiday Makeover search where any UK travelling party could be selected to receive the Orlando dream trip of a lifetime that only America’s most visited holiday destination can deliver. 
Travellers need only submit stories of their most challenging holiday planning issues, most exhausting excursion, nerve-wracking retreat, or the time a holiday went haywire. 
Their story will put them in the running to receive a one-of-a-kind Orlando holiday for four people that solves their previous holiday challenges and comes complete with airfare, accommodation, attraction admissions, ground transportation, and more.   
For the chance to win, entrants must share why they need a holiday makeover in 200 words or less and upload a recent image at VisitOrlando.com/uk by 26 May 2011.  
Visit : VisitOrlando.com/uk. Contact : Amy Voss at  Amy.Voss@visitorlando.com. 

Cliveden, Buckinghamshire UK

A 'lost' maze in the National Trust gardens at Cliveden in the UK county of Buckinghamshire that disappeared for over half a century has been re-created using over 1,000 two metre (six feet six inches) high yew trees.

The fully-fledged maze is based on one that was built for Lord Astor in 1894 but had ceased to be maintained since the mid-1900s. 

Visit : www.nationaltrust.org.uk/cliveden. Contact : Jeannette Heard at jeannette.heard@nationaltrust.org.uk. 

International Federation of Journalists

Journalists from North Africa and the Middle East met in Casablanca to discuss media reform as ‘winds of change’ sweep the Arab world. 

Organised by the International Federation of Journalistsn the meeting was attended by journalists’ representatives from Algeria, Bahrain, Tunisia, Morocco, Jordan, Sudan, Kuwait, Iraq, Libya, Palestine, Lebanon, Oman, Somalia, Mauritania, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates and Yemen. 

Visit : www.ejc.net.

Royal Caribbean

Royal Caribbean International has redeployed its Navigator of the Seas for the 2011-12 winter season to the Caribbean.

Navigator of the Seas joins Oasis of the Seas, Allure of the Seas and Liberty of the Seas at Port Everglades to offer regular sailings to the Caribbean

Royal Caribbean International is a global cruise brand with 22 ships currently in service.  The line also offers unique cruise tour land packages in Alaska, Australia, Canada, Dubai, Europe, and New Zealand.

Visit : www.royalcaribbean.co.uk. Contact : Surinder Mank at smanku@rccl.com. 

New Orleans

New Orleans’s 2010 visitor numbers have surpassed pre-Katrina levels with 8.3 million visitors being a 10.7 percent increase over 2009.

Visit : Tourismwww.neworleansinfo.com | and www.louisianatravel.com. Contact : Kirsty Dillery at kirsty@ttmworld.co.uk.

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Poland 
New bars in Poland 

Beer lovers will be happy to hear that Poland is in line for hundreds of new pubs as the country gears up to welcome the Euro 2012 football championships next summer. 

Over 1,000 new bars are expected to open their doors ahead of the tournament according to the Warsaw Business Journal, which also promises dozens of new restaurants as well.


According to the famous Zywiec brewery there are about 10,000 pubs in Poland at the moment, but a pub culture doesn't exist as it does elsewhere. 

Visit : www.uefa.com/uefaeuro2012
Tygmont Jazz Club 

Warsaw's top jazz club Tygmont has been named as one of the best in the world.


American magazine Down Beat included the venue in a list of the best 100 jazz clubs, declaring that "this tiny all-wood cellar is Warsaw's jazz mainstay.

Visit : www.tygmont.com.pl
Visit : www.poland.travel. Contact :agnieszka.bigaj@poland.travel 

Treetop Champagne Bar 

Unique in Europe, the aptly-named Perching Bar opened in summer 2010 in the Arboxygène leisure park near the forest of Verzy, just 17kms from Reims.  

Six metres up in the trees, this is a magical setting where guests can sample fine champagnes from well-known champagne houses and excellent local producers.  

A stunning contemporary design features sleek leather and wood interiors, but the oak structure boasts eco-friendly credentials too, blending into its forest surroundings and run purely on solar power.   

The terrace offers panoramic views and access is via 3 suspended footbridges through the trees.  

Visit : www.arboxygene.eu. Contact : Kathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

Hotwire.com

Hotwire.com, a leading US discount travel site, has special relationships with over 25,000 leading hotels worldwide. 

When these hotels have unsold rooms, they use Hotwire to fill them, so consumers get up to 50% off standard rates. 

Travellers wishing to take advantage of Hotwire Hot Rates are given information about the hotel’s star rating, amenities, neighbourhood and customer reviews of the hotel.  Once the room has been booked, the name of the hotel is revealed.

Visit : www.hotwire.com. Contact : Sarah Altemeyer at sarah.altemeyer@atomicpr.com. 
Virasat Journeys FAM heritage walks, Jaipur, India

The Indian ‘pink city’ of Jaipur, founded in 1727 was planned according to Indian ‘Vastu Shastra’ principles. 
Unlike other urban centres of the period, the original walled city of Jaipur was divided into nine blocks; two contained the state buildings and palaces, the remaining seven allotted to various public buildings. 

A fortification wall was then built around the city with seven gates for entry.

Extensive research has provided Virasat Journeys with the opportunity to offer walking tours of the city that highlight the history, architecture, crafts, religion, markets and living traditions of this city of Rajasthan and to meet the people who live there.

Visit : www.virasatjourneys.com/city_walks Contact : Malgosia Odell at Malgosia@virasatjourneys.com. 
Grape Escapes

Grape Escapes is offering a range of tours to the Champagne region of France. 

Grape Escapes is a specialist in travel to the French wine regions offering a selection of gourmet wine-tasting weekends in Champagne, Burgundy, Bordeaux, the Loire and the Rhone. 

Visit: www.grapeescapes.net. Contact : Jenny Groutage at jenny@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

Coutours of London

Coutours of London offer tailor-made tours of London. Run by Emma Parker the tours are arranged to suit the visitor scheduleand planened by area or by theme or off the beaten track. Orientation tours are also available.

Visit : ww.coutours.co.uk. Contact ; Joanna Booth at Joanna.booth@travelweekly.co.uk.

Handetour, Vietnam

Handetour is an inbound tour operator, based in Hanoi Capital Vietnam, specialising in high quality and luxury cultural and leisure tours within Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. 

Visit ; www.handetour.com. Contact : Nguyen Tuan Anh at tuananh@handetour.com

San Francisco Waterfront

The San Francisco Waterfront Challenge, is a new weekly "identify-the-photo" game.

Visit : www.sf-waterfront.com/category/challenge. Contact : Molly Blaisdell at mollyb22@gmail.com

Friendly Planet Travel

Friendly Planet Travel arranges all-inclusive escorted vacation packages to Asia, the Middle East, Africa, Europe and South America.

Visit  www.FriendlyPlanet.com. Contact Jackie Zima-Evans at Jackie@GregoryFCA.com.

Antigua and Barbuda

The second annual Summer Gold card campaign has been launched by the Antigua and Barbuda Tourism Authority. 

The card offers visitors savings of up to £1,300 on holiday activities from 1 June to 30 September 2011.

Visit : www.antiguasummergold.com. Contact : Lynda Daboh at lynda@firstpr.co.uk.
	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

The Festa Dei Ceri, Gubbio, Italy 

15 May 2011

The Festa Dei Ceri (Race of the candles) is one of the oldest oldest Italian folklore display.

The festival began as a solemn act of devotion on the part of the Eugubini towards their Bishop Ubaldo Baldassini which started in 1160, the year of his death. 

Since then, every 15 May, the eve of the day of mourning, the devotional offering to the patron Saint is a fixed appointment for the people of Gubbio who take part in a great mystical procession, carrying candles all around the town and up Mount Ingino.

Visit : www.ceri.it. Contact : Stefania Gatta at stefania.gatta@enit.it.
Pirates at the Museum of London Docklands, London 

20 May to  30 October 2011 

Pirates: The Captain Kidd Story, a new exhibition at the Museum of London Docklands, Canary Wharf, London focuses on the legendary privateer turned pirate.

The exhibition reveals the surprising truth of how London’s corrupt political activities were entrenched in piratacy. The launch date also coincides with the anniversary of Captain Kidd’s execution on 23 May 1701 in Wapping. 

Over 170 objects will be displayed, including Kidd’s last letter with the promise of hidden treasure a real pirate flag, the Admiralty Marshall's, and a gibbet cage.

The Museum of London Docklands along with the Museum of London and Museum of London Archaeology seek to inspire a passion for London. 
They are open daily 10am – 6pm and are free. 

Visit www.museumoflondon.org.uk. Contact Kate Rosser at krosser@museumoflondon.org.uk.

Bletchley Park’s ‘Forties Family Festival Buckinghamshire UK 
Sunday 29 and Monday 30 May 2011

Bletchley Park’s ‘Forties Family Festival’ will include hundreds of 1940’s re-enactors, flypasts by a Lancaster, Spitfire and Hurricane and  1940’s and wartime displays.

Bletchley Park was home to the codebreakers of World War Two and the birthplace of the modern computer.  Today it is a museum and heritage site, with permanent exhibitions and private collections.  

Bletchley Park also holds the famous Lorenz and other mechanical cipher systems along with the Bombe and Colossus Rebuilds. Bletchley Park is set in beautiful parkland with a Victorian Mansion, a lake, wildlife and a children’s play area.  

Visit : www.bletchleypark.org.uk. Contact : Claire Urwin at curwin@bletchleypark.org.uk.

The Royal Shakespeare Company Open Day, Stratford UK

12 June 2011

The RSC Open Day provides a unique insight into how its productions are made, from casting to prop-making, lighting design to stage fighting.

A programme of practical workshops, discussions and events for all ages.

Visit : www.rsc.org.uk. Contact : Dean Asker at dean.asker@rsc.org.uk.

The Italian Job : A European tour for Vintage, Exotic and interesting vehicles

12 to 16 September 2011.

This event will see 30 teams of vintage, super and interesting cars travelling from Kent to Italy across three countries culminating in a last night gala dinner in the Ferrari Galleria in Maranello. The route passes through Chantilly, Vonnas, Lake Maggiore and Modena.

Contact : events@caitaljo.co.uk.

Montreal International Jazz Festival
25 June to 4 July 2011

The 32nd Festival International de Jazz de Montréal (Montreal International Jazz Festival) which will take place from 25 June to 4 July 2011.

This year’s event features Diana Krall, Robert Plant, Paco de Lucia, Sade, Youssou N’Dour and Peter Frampton. The 5th Montreal Guitar Show’s runs in tandem from 1 to 3 July.
Journalists covering arts & culture or travel on a regular basis can apply for press accreditation to the event.Visit : www.montrealjazzfest.com. Contact : jazz@info.equipespectra.ca. 
The British Columbia Shellfish Festival, Vancouver, Canada

17 to 18 June 2011

During two days in June, the community of Comox, on Vancouver Island’s east coast, celebrate sustainably-harvested food from the sea. 

The largest of its kind in the province, the BC Shellfish Festival will be two days of cooking demos by the region’s cutting-edge chefs, live beats and local entertainment, and select sea-worthy competitions. 

Visit : www.bcshellfishfestival.ca. 
	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Frankfurt

Sitting on the Main River, Frankfurt is the financial centre of Germany and the largest financial centre in continental Europe. 

Frankfurt is also seat of the European Central Bank, the German Federal Bank and the German Stock Exchange.

Frankfurt Airport is one of the world's busiest international airports and its Central Station is one of the largest terminal stations in Europe, with excellent connections to European destinations. 

A city of culture 

The cosmopolitan nature of Frankfurt has helped create a vibrant, multicultural city with a great deal for the visitor to enjoy. 

Frankfurt Museum Embankment

Leading the list is Frankfurt’s unique museum embankment with its cluster of thirteen museums on the southern banks of the riverside promenade and another thirteen in close proximity. 

The area is also one of green banks and landscaped parks and gardens providing art, culture, recreation and relaxation. 

The Museum Embankment Festival, held on the final weekend of August, is one of Europe’s largest cultural celebrations with participating museums opening late into the night and performance stages, stalls and stands lining the riverside promenade to offer live music, food and entertainment.

The performing arts
The city also has 60 theatres and independent theatre groups, including The English Theatre - Europe’s largest English-language theatre.

Frankfurt Cathedral was built in the 14th and 15th centuries with emperors of the Holy Roman Empire crowned Kings of Germany in the church from 1356 and emperors-elect crowned here from 1562 to 1792.  The city’s most historical landmark, the three-gabled façade of the Römer, was chosen as Frankfurt’s town hall in 1405 and remains the seat of Frankfurt’s lord mayor. 

Celebrated poet and author Johann Wolfgang Goethe, Frankfurt’s favourite son, was born in the city in 1749. His birthplace, The Goethe-House, has been restored to its original condition, offering visitors an insight into his life and times.

Germany’s first national assembly met in St.Paul’s Church in 1848, forming the basis of the country’s modern-day constitution.

Frankfurt will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members. Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de
El Salvador

EcoExperiences, El Salvador’s new website provides detailed information on new itineraries in Central America’s least explored country.

Activities can include :

· surfing ome of the world’s best waves 

· mountain biking along the narrow trails of the coffee highlands, and 

· kayaking the serene channels of the mangrove forests that line the Pacific Ocean.

EcoExperiencias has also launched a new line of seaside tours including endangered sea turtle nesting and release tours, whale watching and artisan fishing with local guides!

Visit : www.ecoexperienciaselsalvador.com. Contact: Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com.

The Liberation Route, Holland

The Liberation Route, which follows the course of the Allies during the liberation of Europe, was opened in 2008. The route starts in Normandy and continues via Nijmegen and Arnhem in the direction of Berlin.
The region in the Eastern part of Holland played an important role at the end of the Second World War. One of the largest airborne landings in history took place here during Operation Market Garden in September 1944. It only partially succeeded. 
The Allies could not hold Arnhem, but Nijmegen was liberated. The final liberation, Operation Veritable, was launched from this area several months later, in February 1945. 
This was the start of the great Rhineland Offensive, a battle to rank alongside Stalingrad, Normandy and Berlin. The Liberation Route lets travellers experience what happened in 1944 and 1945. 
The plan is to eventually have these listening stones along the whole route of the allied forces retracing their steps from Dunkrik to Berlin explaining about these special and extraordinary events. 

Visit : www.liberationroute.com. Contact : Evelina Hederer at press-uk@holland.com. 
Virgin Galactic, New mexico

The US state of New Mexico has been chosen as the launch pad for Sir Richard Branson’s Virgin Galactic venture and from May 2011, when tours will be available for visitors to take a look around the world’s first commercial spaceport. 

Spaceport America is situated in the desert on a 27-square-mile site between Las Cruces and Truth or Consequences. 

The Spaceport America Preview Tour leads visitors through the history and evolution of transportation and trade in the American continent, from the Spanish and Native American pioneers of the past to the rail, air and space pioneers of the future. 

Touring around the region and ending up at Spaceport America, the tour also gives guests a taste of New Mexico’s scenic beauty and rugged ranges.
Visit : www.ftstours.com,  www.spaceportamerica.com and www.newmexico.org. Contact : Emma French at emmaf@hillsbalfour.com.

Dvorak Raft, Kayak and Fishing Expeditions, Colardo
Bill and Jaci Dvorak have been operating Dvorak Raft, Kayak and Fishing Expeditions since 1969. 

As one of the early pioneers of white water river rafting in the Rocky Mountains, the Dvoraks own the first outfitter license issued by the state of Colorado. 

They offer river trips, white water skills camp and swift water training programmes.

Also on offer are includes guided such as rafting, horseback riding, mountain biking, rock climbing, fly-fishing and four wheel drive safaris to ghost towns.The Arkansas River also offers some of the best rated blue ribbon trout waters in the state.

Visit : www.dvorakexpeditions.com. Contact ; Bill Dvorak at info@dvorakexpeditions.com. 
Windsor and the Royal Borough, Berkshire UK

A new web-based media resource has been launched to help journalists looking to produce  short breaks in Windsor, Berkshire.

The resource includes unusual and quirky ‘did you know’ facts, copyright free image library, suggested itineraries, story ideas and topical news updates.

Windsor and the Royal Borough will be pleased to consider  group and individual press trips for Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

· Reasons to write about Windsor and The Royal Borough include :

· the 300th Anniversary of Ascot racecourse

· a new £8M Lego themed submarine attraction at LEGOLAND Windsor

· The new Round Tower Tour at Windsor Castle

· Windsor Festival (17 Sept – 02 Oct)

· New hotels – Coworth Park (part of the Dorchester Collection) and Macdonald Windsor

· Eton Dorney location for 2012 Olympic Rowing Events

Visit:  www.windsor.gov.uk/site/media Contact: Jackie Ellis at press@live-tourism.co.uk.

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Tierra Patagonia, Chile 

Tierra Patagonia, which is due to open late 2011, has used local materials, sourced from the Patagonian pampas and enjoys views across the waters of the lake to the iconic granite needles of the Torres del Paine of the National Park.

Visit : visit www.tierraatacama.com and www.tierrapatagonia.com. Contact : Martina Diez-Routh at martina@traveltradeuk.com.
Four family-owned hotels in Mallorca

Four family-owned hotels on the Spanish island of Mallorca, which will welome press reviews by Alliance members :

Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa

The Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, five miles from the island’s capital Palma, is a beach side resort in Illetas.   
This classic Mallorca hotel has been owned and managed by the Xamena family for more than 60 years and enjoys a loyal following with more than 70% repeat guests.

The Hotel Mar I Vent

The Hotel Mar I Vent, which is a small, traditional hotel run by three generations of the Vives family since 1931, is on the stunning north west coast at Banyalbufar.   
An excellent base for exploring the Tramuntana mountains, the accent is on a warm welcome and traditional Mallorquin cuisine.  

The Dalt Murada

In Palma, the Dalt Murada, a 16th century manor house restored in 2001, is tucked away in a quiet street in the old quarter of Palma, just steps from the San Seu Cathedral and all the attractions of the city.   
Hotel Tres

The Swedish-run Hotel Tres also enjoys a city centre location: an oasis of calm  with 41 contemporary design rooms in a converted 16th century palace near the heart of the Llonja district.  

Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es, www.hotelmarivent.com, www.hoteltres.com andwww.daltmurada.com Contact : Doug Goodman at info@douggoodmanpr.com. 

Palm Tree Court & Spa, Dubai 

Steeped in history, Hatta was at one time a vital Omani border post.  
It was an important camel trail along Sohar, Dibba and Muscat, and commanded one of the three gateways through Oman’s mountain chain – a true Bedouin civilisation. 
Hatta village is over 200 years old and dotted with houses of stone, sand and mud.  

Located on a private beach within 128 acres of the Jebel Ali Golf Resort & Spa and surrounded by tropical gardens, walkways, pools and quaint waterfalls, Palm Tree Court & Spa has 134 suites situated in six low-rise beachfront properties. 

Facilities include a butler service on request, a private breakfast venue and limousine airport transfer. 

For an alternative view of Dubai guests can can cruise down the historic Creek whilst dining onboard Bateaux Dubai.  Camels have played a vital role within Bedouin culture and desert life for thousands of years, and visitors will gain a hands on experience of these fascinating desert dwellings creatures.  

 Visit : www.jebelali-international.com. Contact : Laura Duncan at Laura@lucre.co.uk. 

New hotels in Champagne, France

Hotel Jean Moet,Epernay (Marne) 
This elegant 18th century mansion, which opened in late 2010, has been restored in period style. 

The central location is ideal for exploring the Avenue de Champagne and Epernay’s many culinary and cultural attractions. The hotel features a tasting bar and 12 spacious rooms with Louis XV furnishings.  

www.hoteljeanmoet.com
Hôtel la Source Bleue, Villiers-sur-Marne (Haute-Marne) 

Hôtel la Source Bleue which opens this sprng is named after the extraordinary azure blue water where visitors can fish. An 11-room hotel, featuring spacious art-deco guestrooms it will ‘Ayurvedic’ treatments to guests in relaxing surroundings.  

www.hotelsourcebleue.com 
Hotel Domaine du Château du Faucon, Donchery (Ardennes) 

This renovated château in the north of the Ardennes, which opens autumn 2011, will mainly focus on equestrian activities.   

The hotel will offer 13 spacious rooms and suites in restored buildings in the grounds. Other facilities include a billiard room, chapel, pool, tennis and minigolf.  

www.domaine-chateau-du-faucon.com 

Visit : www.champagne-ardenne-tourism.co.uk. Contact : Kathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

Mövenpick Resort & Spa Cebu, the Philippines

The Mövenpick Resort & Spa Cebu in the Philippines is set on its own private beach on Mactan

Island and offers white sandy beaches and excellent diving and snorkelling.

Guests can also visit Cebu, with its nightlife and extensive shopping, half an hour away. Mövenpick Hotels & Resorts manages over 90 hotels throughout Europe, Africa, the Middle East and Asia.

Visit : www.moevenpick-hotels.com. Contact : Laura Perez Diaz at laura.perez@moevenpick.com.

DoubleTree by Hilton Ras Al Khaimah

Hilton Worldwide has opened the DoubleTree by Hilton Ras Al Khaimah, the first DoubleTree by Hilton hotel in the United Arab Emirates.

Located in the heart of the Al Nakeel business district and close to the beach, this is a newly built, upscale, full-service hotel.

DoubleTree by Hilton Hotels manages upscale accommodations in more than 240 gateway cities, metropolitan areas and vacation destinations worldwide.

Visit : www.doubletree.hilton.co.uk. Contact : Emma Corcoran at emma.corcoran@hilton.com.

Jumby Bay, Antigua

Jumby Bay, Antigua is an inclusive luxury retreat set on a 300-acre private island two miles off the coast of Antigua in the West Indies.  

Accessible only by boat, the resort offers upscale travellers a relaxed and authentic Caribbean escape with superb white-sand beaches and lush tropical environment. 

Visit : www.jumbybayresort.com. Contact : Jacinta at jacinta@rivapr.co.uk

The Sani Resort, Halkidiki, Greece

The 6th annual Sani Gourmet Festival takes place from the 13 to 22 May 2011 in the Sani Resort, Halkidiki, Greece.

The Festival will showcase today’s finest Greek cuisine.
The Sani Resort has 16 restaurants ranging from gourmet to traditional tavernas and ouzeries where guests can sample the very best in fresh local produce in a feast of Greek delicacies. 

Sani also has restaurants offering Asian, Italian and both traditional and modern Mediterranean cuisine, having spent a day basking in the Greek sunshine guests can be assured that there will be plenty of choice when it comes to dining! 

Visit : www.saniresort.gr Contact:  Sophie Furness at Sophie@grifcopr.com.

The Patra Bali Resort, Indonesia 

The Patra Bali Resort & Villas is a five-star resort located within 11 hectores on the shore of Southern Kuta Beach.

It is a five-minutes drive from the International Ngurah Rai Airport and ten minutes drive from the popular shopping area, Kuta.

The resort has recently undergone a complete refurbishment. Its villas stretch along palm fringed seaside on a reef-protected lagoon. 

Visit : www.patrabali.com. Contact : Ika Manuaba at ika.manuaba@patra-jasa.com

The Sofitel at Heathrow Airport, London

The Sofitel at Heathrow terminal 5 has been named the best airport hotel in Europe at the Skytrax World Airport Awards.

The hotel, which is connected to terminal 5 by a covered walkway, was also named third best airport hotel in the world.

Visit : www.sofitel.com/Heathrow. Contact : James Harris at James@lucre.co.uk.  

The Inn at Willow Grove

The Inn at Willow Grove, which borders the Blue Ridge Mountains in the heart of Virginia’s horse and wine country, has reopened following a 24-month restoration and renovation. 

Owned by David and Charlene Scibal, the Inn is located on a 37 acre estate dating back to 1778 and listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Nearby activities include wine tasting at local vineyards, horseback riding, hot air ballooning, hiking, nature treks, steeplechase races, and tours of historic sites, including Montpelier Plantation and civil war sites. 

Visit www.innatwillowgrove.com. Conatct : Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widness-co-pr.com 

The Corinthia Hotel, London

The Corinthia Hotel, London, which opened in April is located at the corner of Northumberland Avenue and Whitehall Place.

It is an historic luxury hotel and former British Government building, located on a triangular site between Trafalgar Square and the Thames Embankment.

Originally built as the Metropole Hotel, its close location to British Government administration in Whitehall and the Palace of Westminster meant that it was commandeered in both World War I and World War II. 

Visit : www.corinthia.com. Contact : enquiries@quintessentiallyescape.com.
Grand Resort Bad Ragaz, Switzerland

The Marathon Module at Swiss health retreat Grand Resort Bad Ragaz is a two-day, three-night programme.

Participants undergo a comprehensive evaluation of their physical capacity by a Swiss Olympic sports doctor before being guided through a personal training programme from start to finish with Richi Umberg, trainer for the Swiss Olympic team. 

Visit : www.resortragaz.ch. Contact : Emma Powell at Lucia@grifcopr.com. 

Hotel Tres, Palma, Mallorca

Hotel Tres is a design hotel in the historic heart of Palma and within walking distance off all the city’s shopping, bars and  restaurants.

The 4* hotel is a conversion of a 16th century palace and combines contemporary design with original architectural features, modern artwork and convenient luxuries.

Visit : www.hoteltres.com. For press trips contact : Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com.

 

The Oasis Palm Beach, Cancun, Mexico

The Oasis Palm Beach, is an all-inclusive family resort and spa in Cancun, which is situated on a white sandy beach along a calm stretch of the Caribbean Sea. 

The resort is the third Oasis Hotels and Resort property to open since the brand returned to the Cancun marketplace in March 2011 with the opening of the Grand Oasis Cancun and the Oasis Cancun resorts.

Visit : www.oasishotels.com. Contact : Jane Coloccia at mlee.jcc@gmail.com. 

The Prince Hall Hotel, Dartmoor, Devon UK

The Prince Hall Hotel is an owner-run country house hotel in the heart of Dartmoor UK. Guests can unwind in front of the open log fire in the sitting room after bracing walks on the moor, and look forward to the freshest seasonal produce, from new season lamb to hot cross bun and butter pudding. 

Visit : www.princehall.co.uk. For press trips contact : Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independentpr.co.uk.

Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com.  Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@visitorlando.com.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 
· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 
· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 
· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Terms & Conditions:

· subject to availability at time of booking

· valid rental & booking period: Jan 1st - Dec 31, 2011 

· offer valid for car rentals in Switzerland, Italy, France & Monaco, Germany

· applies to all car categories and Elite Rent-a-Car rental tariffs (Shopping/Tradition)

· blackout period for complimentary car upgrade is 1 July to 15 September 15 to 31 December 2011

· Elite Rent to be mentioned and contacts included in fact box of subsequent editorial feature

Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups
The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

Interface Images

World travel photographer David Smith of Interface Images is offering ITWA members a 50% discount on all image licenses and fine art prints ordered online from 8,000 + new images of world location, ethnic life, culture, smiling faces, lifestyle and cruise ship life images across 6 continents. 
For Alliance members this discount means a large travel image source for your stories, web sites and Blogs with prices starting at less than $US10 per image. 

Visit www.interfaceimages.com for easy search, amazing photo story galleries, instant image downloads and social networking links. 

Alliance members must enter the coupon code ITWA at checkout to get the discount. 

David has also produced a Travel Photography Today DVD ideal for Alliance members with two hours of live photo tips and hints for all travellers and photographers playable on all computers and NTSC TV systems and can be ordered online at http://www.imagebyinterface.com/products.htm

Contact David Smith at dave@interfaceimages.com
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.
Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Ongoing initiatives

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Holland

In 2011, the Netherlands Board of Tourism will be running group and offering individual press trips to:
· Keukenhof (Group trip: 08-09 April 2011) 

· Liberation Route (18-20 April 2011) 

· Cool Breaks on the Lower Rhine (20-22 May & 9-11 September 2011) 

· Zeeland (13-15 May 2011) 

· Amsterdam 

· Rotterdam 

· Utrecht 

· Floriade (June 2011 - first UK press to see the site) 

· Friesland (limited individual trips only)

Visit : www.holland.com and www.dutchdna2011.com. Contact : Rianne Ojeh at press-uk@holland.com.

Desroches Island, the Seychelles'

Desroches Island has opened four one-bedroom villas

Desroches Island is the main island of the Amirante Islands, part of the Outer Islands of the Seychelles. It is located 230 km southwest of Mahé, the Seychelles' main island. 

Desroches has a population of about 50, a settlement in the middle of the northwestern shore and is a luxury holiday destination, with high-end accommodation in an island setting of lush, green forests and unspoilt white, sandy beaches.  

The four new one- bedroom beachfront villas open this month with another four under construction.

Each luxurious villa is decorated in a modern, barefoot chic style and has its own deck, plunge pool. Private dining facilities are available to villa guests, allowing couples to have breakfast, lunch or dinner on the verandah.  

Guests can explore the island’s jungles and 13km of beaches, or take to the water, on the bicycles or kayaks provided with each villa.  

Desroches Island truly is a dream destination, and with four more villas soon to be available, a few more guests can experience the holiday of their dreams. 

Visit : www.desroches-island.com. To request a press trip contact Li Boatwright at li@storrington-communications.com.

Press trips to France 

France Guisde has published its 2011 press pack and press trips online:
· press pack - http://bit.ly/fEMlpA
· press trips catalogue - http://bit.ly/gOxAGS
Contact : pressoffice.uk@franceguide.com
Take Two books (London) 

Take Two books have identified some of the best Museums, attractions, restaurants, bars and tours in London and added a two-for-one voucher to each.

The book also includes 

· information about all companies working with us

· maps to help you get there

· London underground tube map

· itenerary planner for you and you family

· tips and useful information

· best markets to visit, and

· free places to visit.

With each purchase (£14.95) Take Two Books makes a donation to the SOS Children's Villages Charity

Visit : www.taketwobooks.com. For a review copy and more information contact :Sarah Duvalle at 

sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Golf Journeys & Culture’   E-Book

Golf Journeys & Culture is a collection of golf trips to some of the most beautiful and interesting courses in the world. 

During an 8-year period, Andrew and Paul Marshall travelled to 13 countries and played 65 golf courses – from the wild links of the Outer Hebrides in Scotland to the lowest golf course on earth in Death Valley, California.

Visit www.golfjourneys.net. For review downloads contact : Andrew Marshall at andy_jmarshall@yahoo.co.uk. 
Ruskie- Beers, Bears and Babushkas

In his book Ruskie- Beers, Bears and Babushkas, Matthew Francis records the fun, the fear and the frolics involved in his adventure of setting up a western style consulting practice in Moscow.

Alliance members interested in reviewing the book should contact : Matthew Francis at Mathew@matthewrussia.com.

	Working with the Alliance 


Partners
The following travel industry partners have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Florida's Historic Coast

Florida's Historic Coast is located on the Sunshine State's northeastern shore. 
It features historic St. Augustine, the nation's oldest city, along with the luxurious seaside resorts and outstanding golf opportunities of Ponte Vedra Beach.  

The destination features some of America's most historic sites, outstanding dining, upscale accommodations, fine art galleries, and 42 miles of pristine beaches. 
It is home to the World Golf Hall of Fame, the PGA Tour headquarters and more than 60 other attractions.

Visit : www.FloridasHistoricCoast.com. Contact : Jay Humphreys at jhumphreys@getaway4florida.com.

The Ontario Tourism Marketing Partnership Corporation  

The Ontario Tourism Marketing Partnership Corporation collaborates with tourism partners and colleagues at home and internationally to develop and deliver exciting, integrated, research-driven marketing programs that reinforce Ontario as a strong tourism economy and a premier, four-season travel destination.


Visit : www.ontariotravel.net Contact : Laywah Ang at laywah.ang@ontario.ca
Keukenhof (Holland)

Keukenhof is where spring arrives in all its glory. Just imagine: a historic parkland of 32 hectares brimming with flowering tulips, hyacinths, daffodils and all the other spring bulbs.

An overwhelming display of colour, a feast for your eyes and 

a wonderful spectacle to photograph, just like the unique flower shows in the pavilions."


Visit : www.keukenhof.nl Contact : Annemarie Gerards at a.gerards@keukenhof.nl.

Duplin County

History and culture define the area and can readily be experienced by simply strolling through one of Duplin County's historic towns.  

From the rich past of one of our old plantation houses to the novelty of the World's Largest Frying Pan, the communities making up Duplin County offer something for everyone. 
Of course, some people simply come here to slow down, relax, and escape to the simple pleasures of life.


Visit : www.uncorkduplin.com. Kristina
Ayres at director@uncorkduplin.com
Jackson County (USA)

Jackson County lies in the northeastern corner of the state, easily accessible from the major interstates and state highways, and “next-door-neighbor” to Georgia and Tennessee. 
Lying in the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains, Jackson County offers a wide range of recreational and leisure activities. 
There’s something for everyone, and also some marvelous surprises.

The vistas in Jackson County are spectacular, particularly the mountain panoramas, and especially popular here are outdoor activities, which include bicycling, hiking, rock climbing, water sports, and some of the very best bird-watching, fishing, and hunting.


Visit : www.jacksoncountychamber.com Contact : John Parsons at tourjackson@scottsboro.org.

The Independent Hostel Guide (UK)

The Independent Hostel Guide lists over 330 independently run hostels across England, Scotland and Wales.


Visit : www.independenthostelguide.com Contact : Will Carey at will@backpackerspress.com.

The Global Hotel Alliance

The Global Hotel Alliance (GHA), the world's largest alliance of independent hotel brands, officially launched GHA Discovery. 

This new loyalty programme is the first-ever to unite independent luxury hotel brands including Kempinski, Doyle Collection, Leela, Anantara and Omni to deliver experience-based rewards to its members globally. 

The programme, which runs across 12 brands and nearly 300 hotels, aims to turn a business trip or weekend getaway into a one-of-a-kind adventure. 
With a heightened level of personalised service, the programme also provides access to more than 1000 Local Experiences, which provide exclusive access to off-the-beaten path activities around the world.


Visit : www.gha.com Contact : Josie Whittle at JWhittle@webershandwick.com.

The  Best Western Plus Inn

The Best Western Plus Inn at Valley View in Roanoke, Virginia is a hotel that’s raising the bar on comfort, cleanliness and convenience.  Each one of our 85 spacious guest rooms evokes a contemporary style feeling and warmth. 
The hotel is close to myriad attractions and activities - everything from the acclaimed Taubman Art Museum to the historic Blue Ridge Parkway to the home of the Salem Red Sox minor league baseball team.   There's always something to do and see in Roanoke.


Visit : www.bwroanoke.com Contact : Trish Blevins at blevinstrish@yahoo.com. 

Aplaku guesthouse (Ghana)

Aplaku guesthouse is located in Accra, Ghana and welcomes students, voluntaries, politicians, business people and tourists, with respect for Ghana, the nature and the culture. 

For guests who want some acclimatization before they are going to travel through Ghana. Also very convenient for longer stay. For groups and individuals.

Visit : www.ghana-guesthouse.com Contact : aplakuguesthouse@yahoo.com
Latin Trails (Ecuador)

Latin Trails is a complete destination management company for Ecuador and Peru including the Galapagos Islands. They specialize in offering inbound travel services for wholesalers, tour operators and travel agents from around the globe.


Visit : www.latintrails.com Contact : Daniel Angel at marketing1@latintrails.com.

Cook in Israel

We invite all travellers to Israel to come and join one of our delicious culinary tours and cooking classes. Come and have fun & tasty experience in our friendly & casual setting. The Tel Aviv cooking class is hosted in my home you will feel at home. 
You will feel comfortable sharing with me my kitchen as you were preparing a great meal in your own kitchen. You will learn a lot and create delicious memories.

Visit : www.cookinisrael.com.Contact : Orly Ziv at info@cookinisrael.com
Leipzig Tourism and Marketing

Leipzig Tourism and Marketing (LTM) promotes Leipzig as a travel destination worldwide. 

In the course of its impressive history, many tags have been attached to Leipzig – the “Mother of Trade Fairs”, the “City of Music” or the “City of Heroes” because of the Peaceful Revolution in 1989. 

LTM offers journalists and editorial offices assistance with their travel reports and can provide information on virtually any topic connected with Leipzig. 

Services include press releases, research texts in various languages, an online photo archive with 2,000 pictures. LTM organizes individual and group press trips, photo and filming permissions or interview partners.

Visit : www.ltm-leipzig.de/press. Contact : Steffi Gretschel at s.gretschel@ltm-leipzig.de. 


Turkey Custom Travel

Turkey Custom Travel specializes in personalized itineraries for individuals and groups in Turkey.  
Two of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient world, the Temple of Artemis (Ephesus) and the Mausoleum of Halicarnassus (Bodrum), are in Turkey. 

The Seven Churches in the Book of Revelation, the famous Whirling Dervishes, the house of the Virgin Mary, and the turquoise Mediterranean Coast await you in Turkey.


Visit : www.turkeycustomtravel.com. Contact : Janet Nelson at janet@turkeycustomtravel.com 

Go Leicestershire, UK

Go Leicestershire is the destination management organisation for Leicester and Leicestershire in the UK. Responsible for promoting the city and county to visitors.

Visit :www.goleicestershire.com. Contact : Simon Gribbon at simon.gribbon@l-p-l.com.

Saint Nicholas Hotel, Greece

Saint Nicholas hotel is perched on the hill of Gouvia, hidden away in an olive grove estate is set the family run Saint Nicholas Hotel.

Surrounded by gardens with ages old olive trees and an eclectic mix of original grandeur and modern touches is the perfect getaway creating an authentic Corfiot Experience.

A laid-back retreat in the midst of the island’s sun-baked countryside, BUT only 300m away from the heart of the village of Gouvia and just 6km away from Corfu Town, one of Unesco’s Heritage Monuments.
Visit : www.saint-nicholas-hotel.com. Contact : Eleni Koi at snh@saint-nicholas-hotel.com 


Chessington World of Adventures, UK

Explore Chessington World of Adventures, a wild adventure for all the family. Journey into SEA LIFE and explore the new undersea empire AZTECA. 
Take on the KOBRA in Wild Asia or a fiery spin round Dragon’s Fury. With exciting rides, Zoo, SEA LIFE centre and a safari themed hotel Chessington really is Britain’s Wildest Adventure

Visit : www.chessington.com. Contact : Tom Jacobs at press.office@chessington.co.uk. 

Southern Barter Club, USA

Southern Barter Club is a membership organization with 50,000 trading partners worldwide that trade available resources, inventory and professional services for trade dollars. (same value as cash dollars and rerportable income to IRS) SPend earned trade dollars on goods and services without cash (advertising, printing, hotels, dining, healthcare, gifts, arwork, equipment and more.)

Visit : www.southernbarterclub.com. Contact : Laurie Sossa at laurie@southernbarterclub.com.

Agencies
Asiana Pearl Vision

www.asianapearlvision.com
Pearl Vision is a boutique travel designer based in Cebu and operating exclusively in the Philippines, focusing on eco friendly tailor made tours, bespoke traveling experiences, golf and diving holidays.

Contact : Guy Louis Roger at guylouis@asianapearlvision.com. 
Digital Visitor

Digital Visitor is a UK-based social media agency that provides innovative social media and online community solutions, strategies and services for travel organisations globally. 

Their world-leading product Visitor Review has helped revolutionise the way their clients can communicate with their audiences, building their very own online communities to gather valuable information such as photos, videos,  reviews, comments, tips and much more.
Digital Visitor is proudly working with some of the best brands in the industry including VisitBritain, EnjoyEngland, Voyages Jules Verne, Warner Leisure Hotels, Flight Centre, Virgin Holidays and many more.

Visit : www.digitalvisitor.co.uk. Contact : Carla Ciccotelli at carla@digitalvisitor.co.uk.

	News


Abu Dhabi

Abu Dhabi received 153,874 guests at its 115 hotel and hotel apartments in January 2011, a 5% increase on the same month in 2010.

Visit: www.abudhabitourism.ae. Contact : Sarah Potter at sarah.potter@resultspr.co.uk 
Warner Bros. Studio Tour London – the Making of Harry Potter

The new Warner Bros. Studio Tour London – the Making of Harry Potter will open from Spring 2012 as part of the development of the Warner Bros.Studios Leavesden, which is located on the edge of London.

Visit : www.wbstudiotour.co.uk. Contact : Laura Hopps at laura@romleydavies.com. 
The Creation of a Wine

The Swedish wine book “The Creation of a Wine” has been voted the World’s Best Wine Book for Professionals 2010 in the international book competition Gourmand World Cookbook Awards 2011. 

The Creation of a Wine is written by Britt Karlsson, with photography by Per Karlsson, published by Carlsson Publishing (Stockholm). 

Contact : Visit : www.bkwine.com Contact : Britt Karlsson at info@bkwine.com.

The Layla, Liverpool UK

The Layla, Liverpool's first five-star boutique 84-bedroom hotel will open in the Summer of 2011.

Managed and operated by the Bespoke Hotels Group, the Layla is located in the heart of Liverpool’s vibrant city centre – just minutes from Liverpool One and Liverpool Lime Street Station.

Bespoke Hotels was founded in 2000 and currently manages over 30 hotels in UK, Caribbean & Asia.

 Visit www.bespokehotels.com. Contact : Jacinta at jacinta@rivapr.co.uk.
	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Selous Safari Company, Tanzania
The Selous Safari Company offer two intimate camps and a beach retreat in southern Tanzania.   

The Selous Safari Camp in the Selous Game Reserve is one of Africa’s least known and wildest conservation areas and Jongomero is the only camp situated in the remote central south-western sector of the Ruaha National Park.  

Ras Kutani, the boutique Indian Ocean retreat, is set amid a long stretch of beach and a fresh water lagoon. 

Visit : www.selous.com. Visit : Hayley Smith at Hayley@citruspr.co.uk. 

The New Forest Tourism Association, UK 
The New Forest Tourism Association, UK, has designed a Bluebells & Breakfasts Trail to lead visitors through some of the most beautiful scenery on the south coast.  All of the favourite spots are there to enjoy by car or on foot or two wheels.

Visit : www.thenewforest.co.uk. Contact : Lisa Kendall at lisakendall@polymediapr.co.uk.

Alegre Beach Resort & Spa, The Philippines

The Alegre Beach Resort & Spa is a Triple A, five-star property located in Sogod, Cebu.  It is located some 75 kms. away (90 minutes by car) from Mactan Cebu International Airport.

Visit : www.alegrebeachresort.com. Contact : infotourism@wowphilippines.co.uk. 
Copenhagen City Card

The Leisure Pass Group is expanding into its sixth country from April 2011 with the launch of the Copenhagen City Card.

 The card includes free entry to 60 museums and attractions, as well as free transport by train, bus and Metro including between Copenhagen city centre and the airport, plus discounts on restaurants, car hire, shops and sights. 

Leisure Pass Group currently produce city cards for London, Paris and New York, as well as providing the technology behind the programmes in Yorkshire, Stockholm, Jersey, Prague and now Copenhagen.

Visit : www.visitcopenhagen.com. For review copies of leisure Pass city cards contact : Emily Cuthbert at emily.cuthbert@Sirenpr.co.uk.

The Oxford Thames Four Pillars Hotel, UK

The Oxford Thames Four Pillars Hotel, which has documents dating the site back as far as the 12th century and linking it with the Knights Templar, has refurbish its oldest wing (the medieval College House).

Visit : www.four-pillars.co.uk/thames. Contact : Claire Winsor at claire@humewhitehead.co.uk 
	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

Huck Finn Jubilee, Victorville, California

17 – 19 June 2011

The 35 year old self proclaimed "great American party" annually celebrates the life and times of Tom and Huck, Mark Twain's popular storybook characters.

The Jubilee is held at the 800 acre Mojave Narrows Regional Park, near Route 66, in Southern California. 

Activities during the three day festival include building river rafts, climbing a greased pole, searching for nickels in a haystack and tossing horseshoes. 

There's a Friday night barn dance at the mountain man village, a Huck Finn look-a-like contest, the California State Arm Wrestling Championships and the Deering Banjo Championships.

The main stage has old time country and bluegrass music as part of 30 hours of live music.

 Visit : www.huckfinn.com. Contact: Don V Tucker at huckfinn@huckfinn.com.
The London International Ska Festival

21 – 24 April 2011

The second London International Ska Festival will be held over four days at London’s Clapham Grand Theatre and featuring 22 bands and 10 DJ’s from around the world.

Visit : www.londoninternationalskafestival.co.uk  Contact : Georgia Camp at George@gonefishingpr.com.

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Ticket to Ride 

The Ticket to Ride Group, is the world’s leading provider of gap year and career break adventure courses.

 

The company recently expanded its product by acquiring snow sports specialist Base Camp Ski and Snowboard.

 

Ticket to Ride Worldwide Surf Adventures offers mini Gaps, career breaks, surf camps, UK surf academies in its Cornwall based surf school and the opportunity to carry out volunteer work with the Ticket to Ride Responsible Travel Foundation, a charity based in Cape Town. 

Visit : www.ttride.co.uk, www.ttridesurfschool.co,uk, www.ttridefoundation.com and www.basecampgroup.com. Contact : Cass Helstrip at Cass.Helstrip@whitetigerpr.com.

Franconia, Germany

Franconia is located in the Northern part of Bavaria has 15 distinct regions, each with its own unique character. 
Over half of Franconia’s territory is protected in nine nature parks.

Franconia has always played a central part in Germany’s history with visitors able to take in historical towns including :

· Nuremberg
· Bay-reuth

· Würzburg
· Schweinfurt

· Bamberg
· Ansbach

· Aschaffenburg
· Coburg

· Kulmbach

· Eichstätt

· Fürth

· Erlangen
· Dinkelsbühl, and 
· Rothenburg. 
Franconia also is home to three UNESCO World Cultural Heritage Sites: 
· The Residenz Castle
· the Bamberg Old Town, and 
· the Roman border fortification Limes. 
In 2011, Franconia will designate ten hiking trails and the German Bicycling Federation has certified three of Franconia’s bicycle trails. 
Visit : www.franken-weinland.de. Contact : Verena Baeuerlein at verena.baeuerlein@FrankenTourismus.de.
The treetop Champagne bar, France

Unique in Europe, the aptly-named Perching Bar in the Arboxygène leisure park near the forest of Verzy, 17kms from Reims.  

Six metres up in the trees, guests can sample fine champagnes from well-known champagne houses and excellent local producers.  

A contemporary design features sleek leather and wood interiors, but the oak structure boasts eco-friendly credentials too, blending into its forest surroundings and run purely on solar power.   

The terrace offers panoramic views and access is via three suspended footbridges through the trees.  
Visit : www.arboxygene.eu. Contact : Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Germany

Mecklenburg-Vorpommern is one of the young federal states in the eastern part of Germany. 

With its access to the Baltic Sea, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern has always been one of the most popular tourist destinations and has surged following the reunification of Germany in 1990.

The European Tourism Institute declared Mecklenburg-Vorpommern Germany’s most popular summer destination in 2010. 

Mecklenburg-Vorpommern is a popular destination for cultural travel in Germany and has the country’s clearest water, cleanest air and the most sunshine.

It is also one of Germany’s top spots for active vacations with almost three million visitors cycling during their stay.

There are also 17 golf courses and water sports enthusiasts can take advantage of a network of nearly 350 marinas, sports boat harbors, and moorings with 14,000 moorings on the coast and 11,000 moorings inland. 

Visit : www.auf-nach-mv.de. Contact : Marie Zdechlikiewitz at m.zdechlikiewitz@auf-nach-mv.de.

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Frogmill Hotel, Cheltenham UK

The Frogmill Hotel, Cheltenham has re-open on under new ownership by Bespoke Hotels.

 

The Hotel is set in its own private estate only moments from the A40 and surrounded by rolling Cotswold countryside with a small stream running through the grounds and a golf-course close by enabling the perfect countryside escape. 

It is well located only six miles from the shopping, theatre and famous racecourse of Cheltenham ensuring a vast selection of entertainment on its doorstep.

 

Visit : www.bespokehotels.com Contact : Rosalind@rivapr.co.uk. 
Preferred Hotels & Resorts

Preferred Hotels & Resorts has added the following hotels to its portfolio :

The Leela Palace Kempinski New Delhi 

New Delhi, India

The new Leela Palace Kempinski New Delhi is located in Chanakyapuri, an affluent neighborhood of New Delhi that is home to embassies, ministry offices, and the Prime Minister's residence. 

Now Sapphire Riviera Cancun 

Puerto Morelos, Mexico 

Now Sapphire Riviera Cancun is a beach and sea resort near the fishing town of Puerto Morelos, 

Divan Istanbul Asia 

Istanbul, Turkey 

Divan Istanbul Asia, which is located in the rapidly developing Pendik district, is a 25-story hotel close to high-end shopping on Bagdat Street and attractions like Istanbul Park Track.

Hotel München Palace 

Munich, Germany

Hotel München Palace is a family-run hotel, set in the Bogenhausen quarter and just minutes from the city center.

Grand Hotel Convento di Amalfi 

Amalfi, Italy

Grand Hotel Convento di Amalfi is a five-star luxury hotel located on the picturesque Amalfi Coast overlooking the Mediterranean from a cliff-top setting.The hotel once housed a 13th-century monastery. 

Metropole Hotel 

Venice, Italy

The Metropole Hotel is located in the city center close to the historic St. Mark's Square.

The hotel features its own private canal entrance and the two Michelin-starred Met Restaurant. In the summer, guests can dine in the citrus garden among the palms and jasmines. 

Aranwa Cusco Boutique Hotel

Cusco, Peru

Aranwa Cusco Boutique Hotel is a one time mansion home and maintains a 16th-century Colonial style.

Ellenborough Park 

Cheltenham, England, U.K.

Historic architecture and décor meld the ages at. 

Built in the late 15th century, Ellenborough Park is a country house located on 100 acres next to the famous Cheltenham Racecourse in the village of Southam. 

Travaasa Austin

Austin, Texas, USA

Travaasa Austin is a premier green resort and wellness center 30 minutes from downtown Austin, and overlooking Travis from its lofted position in the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve. 

Seven lodges, spread out over 210 lush acres, contain 70 guestrooms, each elegantly styled with comfortable furnishings. 

Hotel Francia & Quirinale

Montecatini, Terme, Italy

Hotel Francia & Quirinale, which was built in 1910, is a liberty-style hotel that has been continually renovated and preserved by the Nencini family. 

The Helmsley Park Lane Hotel

New York, New York, USA

Soaring 46 stories above Central Park South, The Helmsley Park Lane Hotel offers park and city views from the 35th through 46th floors.

Divan Istanbul City 

Istanbul, Turkey

Divan Istanbul City is located in the central business district with easy access to the nightlife in Taksim Square, and the historic sites of the Old City. 

The National Hotel 

Miami Beach, Florida, USA

The Art Deco National Hotel wass one of the grandest luxury hotels on Miami Beach when it opened in 1940, and many original furnishings can still be seen throughout the hotel to this day. 

The Wigwam 

Litchfield Park, Arizona, USA

Built in 1912 by Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company to house sales executives, The Wigwam opened on Thanksgiving Day in 1929 after the executives convinced company president Paul Litchfield (a descendant of The Mayflower) to expand the lodge into a winter retreat. 

Revitalized in 2010, the resort spans nearly 500 acres.

Visit : www.preferredhotels.com. Contact : Laura Duncan at Laura@lucre.co.uk. 
	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com.  Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@visitorlando.com.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 
· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 
· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 
· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Terms & Conditions:

· subject to availability at time of booking

· valid rental & booking period: Jan 1st - Dec 31, 2011 

· offer valid for car rentals in Switzerland, Italy, France & Monaco, Germany

· applies to all car categories and Elite Rent-a-Car rental tariffs (Shopping/Tradition)

· blackout period for complimentary car upgrade is 1 July to 15 September 15 to 31 December 2011

· Elite Rent to be mentioned and contacts included in fact box of subsequent editorial feature

Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups
The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing.

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

Interface Images

World travel photographer David Smith of Interface Images is offering ITWA members a 50% discount on all image licenses and fine art prints ordered online from 8,000 + new images of world location, ethnic life, culture, smiling faces, lifestyle and cruise ship life images across 6 continents. 
For Alliance members this discount means a large travel image source for your stories, web sites and Blogs with prices starting at less than $US10 per image. 

Visit www.interfaceimages.com for easy search, amazing photo story galleries, instant image downloads and social networking links. 

Alliance members must enter the coupon code ITWA at checkout to get the discount. 

David has also produced a Travel Photography Today DVD ideal for Alliance members with two hours of live photo tips and hints for all travellers and photographers playable on all computers and NTSC TV systems and can be ordered online at http://www.imagebyinterface.com/products.htm

Contact David Smith at dave@interfaceimages.com
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.
Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Ongoing initiatives

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide

	[image: image54.jpg]


  The International Travel Writers Alliance
	[image: image55.jpg]


   writersalliance


	
	


	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Quasar Expeditions, Galapagos

Quasar Expeditions is one of the most experienced names in Galapagos travel for over a quarter century gets visitors up close to giant Galapagos tortoises, prehistoric marine iguanas and unique species of penguins, flightless cormorants and pink flamingos. 

Galapagos cruises are led by experienced naturalists.

Quasar would like to offer press trips to journalists and travel editors aboard our 32 passenger expedition yacht, M/V Evolution in the Galapagos Islands this coming year.

Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com. 

Great Hotels of the World

Great Hotels of the World is a collection of some of the world’s best 4 and 5 star luxury hotels and resorts. 

Great Hotels of the World will be happy to offer complimentary accommodation to Alliance members in exchange for editorial coverage. 

Visit : www.ghotw.com.  Contact : Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.
 
Terms & Conditions:
· valid rental & booking period: Jan 1st - Dec 31, 2011 
· discount valid on car rentals in Switzerland, Italy, France & Monaco, Germany 
· discount applies to all Elite Rent-a-Car car categories and rental tariffs (Shopping/Tradition) 
· complimentary car upgrade to next category subject to availability at time of booking 
· blackout period for complimentary car upgrade is 1 July to 15 September 15 to 31 December 2011
Please mention special code ‘Travel Writers Alliance –UK’ when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Jakub Hanus at jakub@eliterent.com. 
Cook in Israel

Cook in Israel run cooking vacations with a Mediterranean accent in Israel - in the biblical Land of Milk and Honey

It’s the chance taste the real Israel on exciting culinary tours that bring together food, wine, culture in  hands-on cooking classes in Tel Aviv, Galilee and Jerusalem.

Cook in Israel will be delighted to offer places on the courses to Alliance members.

Visit : www.cookinisrael.com. Contact : orly ziv at orlyziv@zahav.net.il. 
Independent Hostels, UK 

Independent Hostels provides accommodation for groups, families and individuals involved in outdoor activities and independent travel. 

Accommodation is in over 330 bunkhouses, bunk barns, hostels, backpackers, camping barns and group accommodation centres in England, Wales and Scotland.

Independent Hostels will be happy to invite Alliance members to stay at its hostels across the UK and write about what they did in and around the hostel, in exchange for a free night. 

The write-up will then be posted on the Independent Hostels blog. 

Visit : www.independenthostelguide.co.uk. Contact : Will Carey at will@backpackerspress.com. 
Madame Tussauds Blackpool, UK

Madame Tussauds Blackpool, which opens on 21 April 2011, will be the 12th Madame Tussauds to open around the world and the first UK attraction outside of London. 
The attraction will feature new, amazingly lifelike wax figures of the quality synonymous ONLY with the iconic Madame Tussauds brand.

Visit : www.madametussauds.com/blackpool For press reviwew tickets contact : Seb Thompson at seb@brazenpr.com

	Working with the Alliance 


Partners
The following travel industry partners have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

VisitPittsburgh

VisitPittsburgh is dedicated to generating convention, tradeshow and leisure travel business for the Pittsburgh region.

Visit : www.visitpittsburgh.com. Contact : Kristin Mitchell at kristin.mitchell@visitpittsburgh.com. 
Australia’s North West

The Kimberley and Pilbara regions of Western Australia cover an area greater in size than Germany and France combined, and is one of the last great wilderness areas on the planet. 
The rugged landscape offers expansive scenery of extraordinary colour and grandeur.

Highlights include world-famous Cable Beach, located on the edge of the historic pearling town of Broome, the World heritage listed Bungle Bungle Range in Purnululu National Park, the spectacular rock art of the Burrup Peninsula and Kimberley Coast,and the Gibb River Road - one of Asutralia's best known and most impressive four wheel drive journeys.

Offering outback expeditions, luxury cruising, four wheel drive safaris and cultural encounters, as well as the chance to just laze on pristine beaches, the North West promises you an extraordinary holiday experience unlike any other.

Visit : www.australiasnorthwest.com. Contact : Glen Chidlow at glen@australiasnorthwest.com
Central Coast, Australia

Beaches, wildlife and wilderness - all the natural elements come together on the Central Coast, one hour's drive north of Sydney.  

Few regional destinations offer the waterfront lifestyle and natural diversity that can be found here.  At the essense of the Central Coast is a world of beautiful coastlines, golden beaches, alluring lakes and pristine national parks.  
These treasured natural assets stretch across the six regions of the Central Coast, each with their own unique qualities, energy and style.

Visit : www.visitcentralcoast.com.au. Contact : Leeanne Dyer at ldyer@centralcoasttourism.com.au
Gold Coast Tourism

Established in 1975, Gold Coast Tourism is a not-for-profit, membership based, destination marketing organisation structured to promote the city as a leisure and business event destination through global consumer, trade, media and travel industry channels.


Visit : www.VisitGoldCoast.com. Contact : John Kaarsberg at john.kaarsberg@gctourism.com.

Leipzig Tourism and Marketing

Leipzig Tourism and Marketing (LTM) promotes Leipzig as a travel destination worldwide. 

In the course of its impressive history, many tags have been attached to Leipzig – the “Mother of Trade Fairs”, the “City of Music” or the “City of Heroes” because of the Peaceful Revolution in 1989. 

LTM offers journalists and editorial offices assistance with their travel reports and can provide information on virtually any topic connected with Leipzig. 
Services include press releases, research texts in various languages, an online photo archive with 2,000 pictures. LTM organizes individual and group press trips, photo and filming permissions or interview partners.


Visit : www.ltm-leipzig.de/press. Contact : Steffi Gretschel at s.gretschel@ltm-leipzig.de.

Lithuanian State Department of Tourism

The official representative of the Lithuanian State Department of Tourism under The Ministry of Economy. 
The main purpose of The Office is to promote tourism potential of Lithuania, to spread the information about the country's distinctive features and to deal with tourism trade, travel writers and media.


Visit : www.lithuaniatourism.co.uk. Contact : Augusta Jaudegyte at info@lithuaniatourism.co.uk
Visit Central PA

The Susquehanna River Valley is a scenic collection of authentic destinations, where the Susquehanna River connects you to classic Pennsylvania heritage and outdoor discovery. Every turn a treasure.

Visit : www.VisitCentralPA.org. Contact : Lisa Leighton at lisa@visitcentralpa.org.

Minnesota

Explore Minnesota is the State government destination marketing organization ready to assist media covering Minnesota.


Visit : www.exploreminnesota.com. Contact : Chuck Lennon at chuck.lennon@state.mn.us.

VisitErie, Pennsylvania

VisitErie is the leader of marketing and economic development for tourism in Erie PA and Erie County PA.


Come discover Erie, Pennsylvania’s only Great Lakes City, featuring endless adventures at Presque Isle State Park, U.S. Flagship Niagara, museums, breathtaking fall foliage, wineries, tax free shopping, performing arts, professional sports, outdoor recreation. 
Visit : www.VisitErie.com. Contact : Christine Pennsy at cvb1@visiterie.com.

Classic Alaska Charters

Classic Alaska Charters provides outstanding overnight Alaska wilderness cruising and fishing adventures privately for groups of 4-6 persons. 

Saltwater fishing for king, coho, pink salmon, etc AND freshwater spin and fly fishing for salmon and trout. Crabbing and shrimping, along with kayaking, hiking, and wildlife viewing and photography opportunities available all in a single trip. 

Best value for the price! Whale watching, and bear viewing included too. Must book a year or more in advance!


Visit : www.classicalaskacharters.com. Contact : Robert Scherer at captainrob2u@gmail.com.

Go to Bhutan

Go to Bhutan is a Bhutan based tours agency and travel and tour operator. 

Visit : www.go2bhutan.com. Contact : Karma Gyeltshen at karma@go2bhutan.com. 



Latin Trails

Latin Trails is a destination management company for Ecuador and Peru, which specialises in inbound travel services for tour operators and travel agents from around the globe. The main office is located in Quito - Ecuador. 

Latin Trails organises custom trips and fixed departures in both countries and offers a great variety of ground handling services. 
It also operates Galapagos Journey fleet (premium class catamarans), Galapagos Odyssey (luxury yacht), Inca Trail Treks (glamping, glamorous camping journeys)

Visit : www.latintrails.com. Contact : Daniel Ángel at marketing@latintrails.com


Go Events Travel

Egypt based Go Events Travel provides private and custom tours from its Cairo base.

Visit : www.goeventstravel.com. Contact : Hesham Abou Seada at hesham@goeventstravel.com. 



MTG Tours (Georgia)

If you wish to find Asia in Europe and Europe in Asia visit Georgia, which is right at the junction of world’s cultures and religions. 

It is a country of rich culture with the Christian monuments going back to the 6th century, ancient archaeological findings of old civilizations.

Enjoy the diversity of nature, fabulous polyphony of folk music and breathtaking folk dances, great variety of wines and food flavors.  

MG Tours offer cultural, jeep, trekking, horseback riding, eco, winter, hunting, fishing, mounting climbing, wine and cheese and joint tours with Armenia and Azerbaijan. 

Visit : www.mtg.ge. Contact : Manana Purtseladze at mananapurteladze@mtg.ge. 



Enchoro Wildlife Camp

Enchoro Wildlife Camp, Kenya, is a standard for quality and renowned for excellent service, accommodation and Safari tours

Visit : www.enchorowildlifecamp.com. Contact : James Gichohi at info@enchorowildlifecamp.com. 



Brogibro Tours and Travel (Kenya)

Brogibro Tours and Travel offer travel writers to enjoy safaris in Kenya, while researching on the diverse interesting cultures in the country, including the amazing culture of the Masai community.

They will also write about the wildlife, which is abundance, the beautiful scenery and the magnificent white sand beaches.

Visit : www.brogibrotours.co.ke. Contact : Dorcas Metoyu at information@brogibrotours.co.ke.

Marketing Villas (Philippines)

Marketing Villas Ltd is a joint venture between the Elite Havens Group – Bali’s leading villa real estate, rental and management company, and Singapore-based Private Homes & Villas Pte Ltd the leading regional independent villa consumer advocate.

Launched in 2010, Marketing Villas have developed distinctive and professional brand identities for over 50 villas, grown a network of travel agents that specialise in this unique niche of the travel industry, launched an array of villa and villa portal websites, and earned an extensive loyal guest following. 

Visit : www.phvillas.com. Contact : Diane Wuthrich at diane.wuthrich@phvillas.com. 


Sun Ocean (Maldives)

Sun Ocean is a local travel and tour operator, we do bookings for Maldives hotel/resorts/guest handling service and transport service.

Contact : www.sunoceanmaldives.com. Contact Saeed Mohamed at m.saeed@sunoceanmaldives.com




Moneta Travel (Turkey)

Moneta Travel offers land and sea vacations in Turkey and provides custom made leisure,cultural and themed tours as well as group tours and private and cabin yacht charters.

Visit : www.monetatravel.com. Sevin Kuzik at sevin@monetatravel.com.

Peckforton Castle

Peckforton Castle is an enchanting Hotel in the heart of Cheshire located in an unspoilt and naturally beautiful surroundings.

Contact : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Amy Grant at agrant@peckfortoncastle.co.uk. 


Cheshire East 

The organisation responsible for the promotion of Cheshire East as a vibrant visitor destination to those from outside the region, as well as encouraging residents to spend their free time exploring the area. 

It works closely with Visit Chester and Cheshire to promote to region of Cheshire and have organised a number of fam trips for travel writers to the region.

Visit : www.cheshireeast.gov.uk. Contact : Nancy Hopkins at nancy.hopkins@cheshireeast.gov.uk. 
Getaway Adventures (USA)

Getaway Adventures provide bike, kayak, hiking and other adventures tours year round in Napa and Sonoma counties in northern California's Wine Country

Visit : www.getawayadventures.com. Randy Johnson at randy@getawayadventures.com.

City Running Tours (USA)

Marlin "The Reluctant Runner" has discovered the ideal combination of keeping fit and being a tourist.  

Inspired by his experiences from travelling to all 50 US states, and running a marathon in each, Marlin created the ideal tour/running experience for Chicago visitors. 

He is the architect behind the popular 4 route 26.2 package that participants can complete in 4 days or 4 visits and still receive a marathon finisher certificate. 

Marlin is the author of "Our Life on the Run" and he speaks on the issue of raising children with Asperger's syndrome.

Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com. 



Turkey Custom Travel

Turkey Custom Travel specializes in personalized itineraries for individuals and groups in Turkey.  

The convenience of a USA office and a partner office in Istanbul, ready to customize vacation and business meetings, make TCT and expert resource.

Turkey is unrivaled in the ways in which it has impacted civilization. Two of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient world, the Temple of Artemis (Ephesus) and the Mausoleum of Halicarnassus (Bodrum), are in Turkey.  

The Seven Churches in the Book of Revelation, the famous Whirling Dervishes, the house of the Virgin Mary, and the turquoise Mediterranean Coast await you in Turkey.

Contact : www.turkeycustomstravel.com. Contact : Janet Nelson at janet@turkeycustomtravel.com.

Elite Rent

www.eliterent.com
Elite Rent has been the European market leader in prestige car rental and chauffeur hire since 1987.

Elite offers the finest vehicles and outstanding service around the clock.  Elite's fleet features almost 400 exclusive car models, from prestigious car manufacturers such as Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche, Land Rover, Mini and more.  

Its Limousine division provides discreet and reliable chauffeured transportation for individuals and groups, and flawless coordination of airport transfers, day charters, road shows, special events, and private excursions.  

Elite also organizes bespoke driving experiences for leisure travellers or as incentives/rewards for corporate executives, sales teams and top clients.  

Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com
Courchevel, (France)
Courchevel is one of the most well known ski resorts in France


Visit : www.courchevel.com. Contact : Nathalie Faure at nathalie@courchevel.com.

The Arbutus Hotel, Ireland

The Arbutus Hotel was founded in 1926 by my grandfather, who commissioned special furnishings - Celtic Deco. It's still a family run hotel and offers luxury in the heart of beautiful Killarney.


Visit : www.arbutuskillarney.comContact : Sean Buckley
at stay@arbutuskillarney.com.

Best Beijing Tours

Best Beijing Tours is a trustworthy, local, and full-service travel agency and China tour operator offering many options and  Beijing tours around the city.

Best Beijing Tours provides options, like an elaborate Great Wall Tour, tour package of Beijing sites, or other tailored trips. Carefully designed Beijing tour Itineraries ensure a perfect combination of historic culture and modern civilization.

Visit : www.bestbeijingtours.com. Contact : Xin Ping at bestbeijingtours@yahoo.cn.

Jade Travel

Jade Travel is a full-service travel agency specializing in vacation travel, business travel, honeymoons and destination weddings and group travel.


Visit : www.jadetravel.com. Contact : Kimbra Henry
at Kimbrah@jadetravel.com.

Visit Penn State!

State College is home to Penn State University and the Nittany Lions, Bellefonte boasts stately Victorian mansions, Boalsburg is the birthplace of Memorial Day and home to the Pennsylvania Military Museum. 

Central PA 4th Fest is ranked one of the top three fireworks displays in the world and the Central PA Festival of the Arts is nationally recognized for visual and performing arts.  

Explore some of the best mountain biking, Penn’s Cave is the only all water commercial cavern in the United States and fly fishing is an international sport on Central PA streams. 

Challenge yourself on one of the largest vertical adventure courses on the East Coast, then join some of the biggest names in action sports at Camp Woodward.

Visit : www.visitpennstate.org. Contact : Christie Black at Christieb@visitpennstate.org.

ESJA Travel

ESJA Travel is a licensed tour operator and travel agency in Iceland which offers tours for groups and individuals. 

ESJA Travel specializes in unique quality tours which fulfill the travellers desires whether that desire is sightseeing, adventure, photography, sea angling, wildlife watching or slow tourism to name a few.

Visit : www.esjatravel.is. Contact : Hermann Gunnarsson at hermann@esjatravel.is. 

Agencies

Prominent PR (India)

Prominent PR is an Indian PR agency which uses media to make any product, company or person visible in world market.

Visit : www.prominentpr.com. Contact : Vivek Kumar at prominentpr2010@gmail.com. 

	News


The London Greeters

Since the first Greeters programme started in a suburb of New York City nearly 20 years ago, this unusual welcome visitor programme has been available in most major cities around the globe.

It is now also available in London with 22 local residents from across six boroughs chosen as the first London Greeters 
Visit : www.VisitEastLondon.com. Contact Neil McCollum at neil.mccollum@greenwich.gov.uk. 

The Global Hotel Alliance

The Global Hotel Alliance (GHA), the world's largest alliance of independent hotel brands has launched a new loyalty programme called GHA Discovery.

See also A place to stay.

Visit www.ghadiscovery.com. Contact : Lucinda Bird at LBird@webershandwick.com.

The UK Passport

The millionth new ‘Scenic Britain’ UK passport has been issued free to World War Two veteran Janet Varrall as a part of the free passports scheme for the wartime generation.

She is also one of more than 700,000 World War Two generation veterans to have been given a free passport since the scheme began in 2004.

The UK’s new ‘Scenic Britain’ passport was launched in October 2010 and features strengthened security features and iconic images from across the nation.

Visit: www.ips.gov.uk. Contact : Dean Fell at  Dean.Fell2@ips.gsi.gov.uk
MSC Cruises

MSC Cruises has experienced growth for the month of February, with bookings more than 80% up year-on-year.

The MSC Cruises fleet comprises eleven ships: MSC Magnifica, launched in March 2010, MSC Splendida, MSC Fantasia, MSC Poesia, MSC Orchestra, MSC Musica, MSC Sinfonia, MSC Armonia, MSC Opera, MSC Lirica and MSC Melody. The fleet will further increase in size with the addition of the MSC Divina in June 2012. 

Visit www.msccruises.co.uk. Contact  Anita  at anita@joriwhitepr.co.uk.     

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

easyJet Holidays 

easyJet, the UK’s largest airline has launched easyJet Holidays following a collaboration between easyJet and the Lowcosttravelgroup.

easyJet Holidays will offer consumers competitively priced, flexible and convenient holidays across the airline’s network. 
easyJet flies from 18 UK airports to destinations across Europe, operating on over 540 routes with over 196 aircraft across 30 countries. 

Lowcosttravelgroup will provide over 10,000 hotels ranging from luxury 5 star all inclusive deals to three star options with private and shuttle transfer options across all of easyJet’s European, North African and Middle Eastern destinations. 

Visit : www.holidays.easyjet.com and www.easyJet.com. Contact : Greg Cartwright at Greg.Cartwright@holidays.easyjet.com.

DayDreams Travel, Turkey 

DayDreams Travel now in its 24th year is a leading Turkish boat specialist with a fleet of 32 gulets and schooners.

The 2011 season includes ten, eleven and fourteen night itineraries along the Turkish coastline and the southern and northern Dodecanese islands from May to October.

In addition, an eight night north Aegean land tour includes the Dardanelles, Gallipoli, Troy, Pergamon and the Kaz mountains.

Visit : www.daydreams-travel.com. Contact : Jenny Day at JennyDay@DayDreams-Travel.com.

WildChina

WildChina, a sustainable travel company specializing in off-the-beaten-path China, has unveiled The WildChina Collection, an alliance of the best boutique hotels in the most remote and beautiful corners of China. 

Visit www.wildchinacollection.com.. Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com.

Virgin Galactic, New Mexico

New Mexico has been chosen as the launch pad destination for Sir Richard Branson’s Virgin Galactic venture.

From May 2011, new tours will be available for visitors to take a look around the world’s first commercial spaceport. 
Visit www.ftstours.com and www.spaceportamerica.com
For more information on New Mexico visit www.newmexico.org. Contact : Jasmine Rushton at jasminer@hillsbalfoursynergy.com.

Shakespeare’s Globe

Anne Boleyn by Howard Brenton, which premiered at Shakespeare’s Globe in 2010, has won the Best New Play at the 2011 Whatsonstage.com Awards and the play will return to the Globe (8 July to 21 August) as part of its 2011 theatre season.

Anne Boleyn tells the story of the controversial legacy of Henry VIII’s notorious second wife. 

Visit : www.shakespearesglobe.com. Contact : James Lever  at james.L@shakespearesglobe.com. 
	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Backroads Africa

Ingrid Geertsema and Maggie Messitt, owners of Backroads Africa and emigrants to southern Africa, are committed to helping tourists become travellers by creating custom itineraries for clients looking for exploration, discovery and bumbling along the backroads of Africa.

Starting with Southern Africa including South Africa, Mozambique, Namibia, Botswana, Lesotho, and Swaziland Backroads Africa is now working its way further into the continent where David Livingstone, Henry Morton Stanley, Mary Kingsley and other 18th-century African Association explorers once travelled.

Visit : www.backroadsafrica.com. Contact : Ingrid Geertsema at ingrid@backroadsafrica.com. 
Harem, Marrakech

Harem, Marrakech, is a luxurious getaway for women looking to reinvigorate the body, mind and soul. 

Harem, in Arabic, means forbidden or kept safe and facilities at Harem include an abundance of fireplaces, terraces and private patios – as well as many different nooks and crannies for sunbathing, reading, lounging, and exploring – cater to every kind of woman.

Eighty percent of profits go to a local charity that helps young girls with their education and careers.

Visit : www.harem-escape.com. Contact : Sandra Zwollo at haremescape@gmail.com

Shebby Lee Tours

Shebby Lee Tours' Vanishing Trails Expeditions allow participants to experience first-hand the sites where the pivotal events in the history of the American West took place. 
In addition to spectacular western scenery and many national parks, the programs feature living history, special speakers and events, authentic meals, interpretive centres, historic sites and other activities specifically related to the theme of the tour. 

Visit : www.shebbyleetours.com Contact : Lorna at lorna@shebbyleetours.com.

The Old Vine in Maribor
The Old Vine in Maribor, which is more than 400 years old, is listed in the Guinness Book of Records as the oldest vine in the world. 
The Old Vine House, on whose façade grows the Old Vine, is a shrine to the wine tradition and culture of Maribor, the Štajerska region and Slovenia.

Maribor will be the European Capital of Culture in 2012.

Visit : www.slovenia.info. Contact : Lucija Jager at lucija.jager@slovenia.info. 
Adventures in Nevada

Cottonwood Ranch

Cottonwood is a working horse and cattle ranch located at an elevation of 6,200 ft. in the remote north-eastern corner of Nevada. The Smith family own and live on the ranch, carrying on their daily and seasonal duties as they have for five generations.

In June, July and August guests can join the team on a cattle drive where two full days are spent working cattle and enjoying life at the ranch and on the range. 

Guests then head out on the horse drive for three days and two nights camping under before riding into ranch headquarters for a final, celebratory night.  

Royal Peacock Mine

Opal season begins in May when the Royal Peacock Mine, located in the Virgin Valley in north-western Nevada.

Visitors can hire shovel, ice pick, bucket, squirty water bottle and go digging for this precious gem. 

Millions of dollars in opals have been taken from the Virgin Valley since 1905. The most famous of these, the Robeling Opal, and 14 other spectacular examples are on display in the Smithsonian in Washington, D.C. 

Highway 50

One of the best ways to experience Nevada is to travel Highway 50 -- the so-called Loneliest Road in America. 

Stretching for 287.0 miles from east to west across the state, Highway 50 is a scenic and historic corridor through historic mining towns and cemeteries, state parks and remnants.

The Pony Express route is visible for much of the way. 

The Extraterrestrial Highway

The Extraterrestrial Highway (Highway 375) in Sand Spring Valley stretches for 98 miles and the tiny town of Rachel is a popular stopping point for UFO fans hoping to learn more about the highway and the mysterious former nuclear testing facility, Area 51. 

The Little A’Le’Inn, Rachel’s local restaurant, bar and inn, is the ideal place to chat with residents about recent “sightings.” 

The Truckee River

The half mile course Truckee River Whitewater Park in downtown Reno  includes 11 drop pools, rodeo holes and Nevada’s first permanent kayak slalom racing course. 

Visit www.travelnevada.co.uk. Contact : Daisy Sells at daisys@hillsbalfour.com.

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Global Hotel Alliance

Based on the airline alliance model, the Global Hotel Alliance is the world largest alliance of independent hotel brands. 

GHA members currently includes Anantara, Doyle Collection, First, Kempinski, Leela, Marco Polo, Mirvac, Omni, Pan Pacific, PARKROYAL, Shaza and Tivoli Hotels & Resorts.

These encompass almost 300 upscale and luxury hotels with 60,000 rooms across 48 different countries.  

Visit : www.gha.com. Contact : Lucinda Bird at LBird@webershandwick.com.

Hotels in Rhodes, Greece

The Greek island of Rhodes has more than 100 luxury hotels to which can now be added :

The Sheraton 

Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide is debuting its Sheraton brand in Greece this year, with the launch of the Sheraton Rhodes Resort in April.  Set in landscaped gardens, overlooking Ixia Bay, the five-star Sheraton Rhodes Resort is a short drive from the island’s International Airport and Rhodes Town.


Visit : www.starwoodhotels.com. 

Atrium Platinum 

Located in the cove below the Acropolis of Rhodes and overlooking the Aegean Sea, the new five-star Atrium Platinum, which opens in June, will have 300 rooms, ranging from luxury doubles to family suites and villas with private pools. 

Its Aphrodite & Hermes Thalasso Spa Centre will be the largest on the island

Visit : www.atriumplatinum.gr. 

Kresten Royal Villas & Spa opens 


The new Kresten Royal Villas & Spa is located on the northeastern side of Rhodes Island, on a hillside in Kallithea, will open in June. 

www.thekrestenroyal.gr

Visit www.rodosisland.gr. Contact : Tom Panagos at tom@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 
Sheriton Milan Malpensa Airport Hotel

Sheraton Hotels & Resorts has opened the Sheriton Milan Malpensa Airport Hotel with views of the Italian Alps, convenient access to the T1 terminal at Malpensa Airport and 30 minutes from Milan’s city center.

The opening of Sheraton Milan Malpensa is part of the brand’s strategic expansion plan that includes adding more than 50 new hotels and over 20,000 rooms to the Sheraton portfolio over the next three years. 

The group currently has 400 hotels in 70 countries around the world

Visit www.starwoodhotels.com  Contact : Sarah Highfield at Sarah.Highfield@fleishmaneurope.com.

Grand Hotel Toplice, Bled, Slovenia

Bled’s 5 star Grand Hotel Toplice is celebrating its 80th anniversary with a year-long programme of events. 

The hotel, which first opened in 1931, is one of the most modern hotels in the entire region and was built on the site of the former Luisenbad Hotel on the shores of Lake Bled.

Visit : www.hotel-toplice.com. Contact : Lucija Jager at lucija.jager@slovenia.info. 
	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com.  Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@visitorlando.com.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 
· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 
· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 
· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

	Travel products 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.
 
Terms & Conditions:
· valid rental & booking period: Jan 1st - Dec 31, 2011 
· discount valid on car rentals in Switzerland, Italy, France & Monaco, Germany 
· discount applies to all Elite Rent-a-Car car categories and rental tariffs (Shopping/Tradition) 
· complimentary car upgrade to next category subject to availability at time of booking 
· blackout period for comp car upgrade is 1 July to 15 September 15 to 31 December 2011
Please mention special code ‘Travel Writers Alliance –UK’ when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.
 
Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Jakub Hanus at jakub@eliterent.com. 
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups. The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.
Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

Interface Images

World travel photographer David Smith of Interface Images is offering ITWA members a 50% discount on all image licenses and fine art prints ordered online from 8,000 + new images of world location, ethnic life, culture, smiling faces, lifestyle and cruise ship life images across 6 continents. 
For Alliance members this discount means a large travel image source for your stories, web sites and Blogs with prices starting at less than $US10 per image. 

Visit www.interfaceimages.com for easy search, amazing photo story galleries, instant image downloads and social networking links. 

Alliance members must enter the coupon code ITWA at checkout to get the discount. 

David has also produced a Travel Photography Today DVD ideal for Alliance members with two hours of live photo tips and hints for all travellers and photographers playable on all computers and NTSC TV systems and can be ordered online at http://www.imagebyinterface.com/products.htm

Contact David Smith at dave@interfaceimages.com
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.
Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Sri Lanka press trips 2011

Sri Lanka Tourism would like to hear from Alliance members interested in visiting the country on press trips during 2011.

Sri Lanka is an island nation in South Asia, which until 1972 was known as Ceylon. It is surrounded by the Indian Ocean, the Gulf of Mannar, the Palk Strait and lies in the vicinity of India and Maldives.

The visiting journalist program sees international journalists hosted on familiarisation tours geared to individual requirements. 

Visit : www.srilanka.travel>media>VJP. Contact : sarangi@srilanka.travel. 

Best of Britain & Ireland

The Best of Britain & Ireland Travel Trade Forum (BoBI) 2011 takes place at the NEC, Birmingham UK on 16 and 17 March. 

The travel trade event is the centrepiece of British Tourism Week and has comprehensive industry backing and the support of the national and regional tourist boards. 

For press registration for BoBI 2011 visit www.britainandirelandevent.co.uk/press. 

Visit : www.britainandirelandevent.co.uk and www.britishtourismweek.com. Contact : Angie Watson at angie@bobevents.co.uk
Rare Holidays, India

Rare Holidays, an inbound holiday tour company based in India is inviting Alliance members with commissions on fam trips to India between April and September 201.

Each trip will be arranged for five travel writers and more.

Visit : www.rareholidays.com. Contact : Shantanu Roy at info@rareholidays.com. 

WalkScilly2011

2 to 10 April 2011

WalkScilly2011 is the 5th annual walking festival held on the Isles of Scilly archipelago that lies 28 miles south west of Land’s End. 

Traditionally held at the end of March/early April, the event kick starts the tourism season on the isles.

Visit : www.eventscilly.co.uk. For press trips contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

Orlando

Walt Disney World Resort has started on a a three-year project to vastly increase the size of Fantasyland, the largest expansion in the history of the Magic Kingdom. 

LEGOLAND Florida, planned to be the largest LEGOLAND park in the world, will open in October 2011 and include more than 50 main attractions. 

Discovery Cove will add The Grand Reef, its new attraction in summer 2011, which will feature multiple levels of exploration from white sandy beaches and hammocks to snorkeling among canyons. 

Busch Gardens Tampa Bay will add a new high-speed coaster called Cheetah Hunt in spring 2011, which uses the force of repelling magnets to launch riders from 0 to 60 mph (96 kph) in seconds. 

Atlanta Braves Spring Training

27 February to 28 March 2011

The Atlanta Braves, one of American baseball’s most dominant teams for more than a decade, opens drills in February at Cracker Jack Stadium located at ESPN Wide World of Sports Complex. Their Grapefruit League games are played throughout March. 

Visit : www.disneyworldsports.com. 

Epcot International Flower & Garden Festival 

2 March to 15 May 2011

The festival features elaborate gardens and topiaries, seminars and nightly musical entertainment from the ‘60s and ‘70s.

Visit : www.disneyworld.com. 

 52nd Annual Winter Park Sidewalk Art Festival

18 to 20 March 2011

The festival is one of the nation’s most prestigious outdoor arts events, rated sixth best by Sunshine Artists. 

More than 1,000 artists from around the world apply for entry and an independent panel of judges selects approximately 225 to participate in the show. 

The three-day event also features live jazz and children’s activities.

Visit : www.wpsaf.org.                                                                                                                    

Arnold Palmer Invitational Presented by MasterCard at Bay Hill

21 to 27 March 2011

One of the tournaments of the PGA Tour, the event annually attracts one of the strongest international fields of the season. 

Past Arnold Palmer Invitational champions who regularly play in the tournament include Fred Couples, Phil Mickelson, Ernie Els, Tim Herron and Tiger Woods. 

Visit : www.arnoldpalmerinvitational.com. 

Mardi Gras at Universal Studios

12 to 23 April 2011

The streets of Universal Studios theme park turn into what is claimed to be the largest Mardi Gras celebration outside New Orleans. 

The celebrations will include concert series and a nightly parade featuring  hundreds of costumed characters, stilt walkers, festively decorated Mardi Gras floats and throngs of beads tossed from float riders. Admission

Visit : www.universalorlando.com 

Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com. For press trips and information contact : Amy Voss  at Amy.Voss@visitorlando.com. 

Celtic Haven, Wales 

Luxury self-catering coastal cottage resort Celtic Haven is a good base for visiting southwest Welsh county of Pembrokeshire in 2011. 

Open year-round, Celtic Haven is close to some of the most popular events and festivals in West Wales, including Pembrokeshire Fish Week and the Tenby Blues Festival. 

Trips from Celtic Haven could include : 
 
The Welsh monastic island of Caldey


The tiny monastic island of Caldey lies 1km off Tenby’s coast and is only a short boat ride from shore to shore. 

The mile and a half long and two mile wide island has been inhabited by monks since Celtic times and has a Cistertian monk community currently living in the island monastery. 

The monks produce their own range of lavender-scented goods, as well as perfumes and hand lotions derived from the wild flowers growing on the island. Caldey Island is open from April through October.


Visit : www.caldey-island.co.uk 


The Pembrokeshire Fish Festival

The Pembrokeshire Fish Festival (26 June to 4 July) is held a half hour drive from Celtic Haven and has cooking demonstrations, kayak trips, fishing lessons, snorkel safaris and delicious fresh fish.


Visit : www.pembrokeshirefishweek.co.uk 


Ironman Wales


The Ironman Wales championship is held on 11 September 11 2011. The two-part race starts in Camarthen Bay where competitors will swim 4 km before taking on a 180 km bike ride through the Pembrokeshire National Park. 

The competitors are running to win a chance at the 50 qualifying slots to the Ford Ironman World Championship taking place in Kailua-Kona, Hawaii.


Visit : www.ironman.com. 

The Tenby Blues Festival

The sixth annual Tenby Blues Festival in Nvember provides a weekend of live music from  local and international artists in concert and at a variety of workshops at venues all around Tenby

Visit : www.tenbyblues.co.uk.  

Visit www.celtichaven.co.uk. For press trips contact Jenny Groutage at jenny@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

The five-star Princesa Yaiza Suite Hotel Resort, Lanzarote

The five-star Princesa Yaiza Suite Hotel Resort in Playa Blanca, is located on the Canary Island of Lanzarote. 

The resort is privately owned and has manicured gardens and sea views looking on to Fuerteventura and Isla de Lobos. 

Situated on one of the finest golden sand beaches in Lanzarote, the ancient fishing village of Playa Blanca is just 500 metres from the local village of Yaiza and only 35 minutes drive from Lanzarote Arrecife Airport. 

Visit : www.princesayaiza.com. To arrange a press visit contact Emily Wilson at Emily@grifcopr.com.

Playgrounds of the World

Playgrounds of the World are shooting several TV shows in Mexico, Costa Rica and the Dominican Republic in the next couple of months, and are looking for a well connected luxury, spa, yacht, sport fishing, boating journalist, as well as someone representing golf to travel with them (all expenses paid). 

The itinerary will visit hotels, partake in many activities (including fishing and golf), tours, etc.

Visit : www.playgroundsof the world.com. Contact : Cindy Ferguson at cindy@playgroundsoftheworld.com. 

Cycle the Andes

26 February to 8 March 2011

Cycle the Andes - Argentina to Chile with Experience Plus! 

If you can get yourself to San Carlos de Bariloche, Argentina, for a 26 February departure, you will be fully hosted on Pedaling the Andes Plus! The Island of Chiloe from ExperiencePlus! 

Bicycle Tours. 

Included: use of a quality 24-27 speed bicycle; 11 days, 10 nights accommodation; bilingual tour leaders; 6 dinners with wine, 11 breakfasts, 4 lunches; and rafting in Puerto Varas. Rating: advanced beginner to intermediate cyclist; asphalt roads, rolling hills and flat terrain on most days. Half the days have mileages exceeding 50 miles. One long climb over the Andes, cumulative elevation gain does not exceed 3000 feet that day.

Visit : www.experienceplus.com/tours/tours.html?tid=2118. Contact: Dave Wiggins at dave@travelnewssource.com.

Cruise the Galapagos Islands

2 to 9 October 2011

Cruise the Galapagos Islands with Ecoventura! 

Based from a luxury yacht you will venture out daily to observe wildlife in their pristine natural habitat. 

On foot, by kayak and panga witness an astounding variety of exotic creatures that have never learned to fear human contact. 

The offer includes a complimentary 7-night cruise aboard Ecoventura’s first class 20-passenger motor-yacht for the travel writer (and companion sharing the same cabin), all meals and snacks, non-alcoholic beverages, guided shore excursions, use of snorkeling equipment, wet suits and sea kayaks. 

Also includes two nights hotel accommodation in Guayaquil (pre & post trip) including hotel tax, breakfast and airport transfers. 

Excluded are airfare to Guayaquil and the islands, $100 pp park fee, guide/crew gratuities and pre/post trip meals. 

Visit : www.ecoventura.com. Contact: Dave Wiggins at dave@travelnewssource.com.

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

Divine Villas

Divine Villas are a Bali based luxury villa management company managing properties in Indonesia.

Visit : www.divinevillas.com. Contact  Aryo Indarto at aryo@divinevillas.com 



CHI Hotels & Resorts

CHI Hotels & Resorts are exclusive operators of the Corinthia Hotels Brand worldwide and of the Wyndham and Ramada Plaza brands in Europe, Middle East and Africa (EMEA)

Visit : www.corinthia.com. Contact : Manuel Briffa at manuel.briffa@corinthia.com 

Social Tours, Napal

Nepal based Social Tours, five time winners of the  Responsible Tourism Award, are soft adventure specialists based in Kathmnadu, Nepal. 

Trips are either soft adventures like trekking, rafting, paragliding, mountain biking for individuals, couples or families; or quick glimpses of Nepal developed into tours focused on culture; or special interest trips like the search for the Red Panda, or Yoga, or Shamanism; and experimental travel like voluntourism and charity challenges.

Visit : www.socialtours.com. Contact : Raj Gyawali at raj@socialtours.com.

Bed&Fed

Annabella Forbes founded and runs Bed&Fed, an online community of 'home from home' guest rooms throughout the UK and Ireland. The website aims to provide a network of affordable, friendly accommodation.

Visit : www.bedandfed.co.uk. Contact : Annabella Forbes at chiefchick@bedandfed.co.uk


Panoramic Villas

www.panoramicvillas.com 

Panoramic Villas have an excellent selection of fully furnished private villas, apartments and townhouses available for rental in countries across the globe. All our properties are carefully selected for their beautiful and picturesque location.

Contact : Jessica Whittle at jess@panoramicvillas.com. 


The Beatles Tribute Cruise

The Beatles Tribute Cruise sets sail from Miami on 3/5/11 aboard Royal Caribbean's Liberty of the Seas for 8 nights to the Caribbean. 

Special Beatles guests include Laurence Juber (former lead guitarist for WINGS), Yesterday - Beatles Tribute Band, Tony Bramwell, Shannon, Joe Johnson and Tony Perkins.

Visit : www.popgothebeatles.com. Contact : Woody LIfton woody@popgothebeatles.com


Pedal Bike Tours

Pedal Bike Tours provides sightseeing tours by bicycle in Portland, Oregon, USA.  They also rent bikes and have a gift shop specializing in locally made bike-oriented arts and crafts.

Visit : www.pedalbiketours.com. Contact : Todd Roll at todd@pedalbiketours.com.

Halong Tour & Service

Vietnam based Halong Tour & Service is specialises in inbound tours to Vietnam as well as tours to Asia, Europe and North American. 

Visit : www.halongtour.com.vn. Contact : Nguyen Manh Dung at sales@halongtour.com.vn


China Highlights

China Highlights is a full service travel Chinese agency providing China Tours and Yangtze River cruises and specializes in tailor making or customizing tours for individuals, families and groups to anywhere in China and selected other Asian destinations.

Visit : www.chinahighlights.com. Contact : Tracy
Wang at info@chinahighlights.com. 


Allied Adventure, Nepal

Allied Adventure tour and trek in Nepal and hotel booking and travel advice in Bhutan, India and Tibet.

Visit : www.alliedadventure.com. Contact : Bhim Barma at bhimbarma@yahoo.com. 


Portsmouth, UK

Portsmouth, the waterfront city, has miles of sea views and centuries of history.  Recent developments on the waterfront have expanded our horizons and brought shopping, eating & entertainment to the water’s edge.  Add to this centuries of maritime heritage and award winning attractions.

Visit : www.visitportsmouth.co.uk. Contact : Louise Neville at tourism@portsmouthcc.gov.uk
The Key West Innkeepers

The Key West Innkeepers Association represents more than one hundred of the best local Key West businesses including B&B's, inns, guesthouses, restaurants, banks, attractions and more.

Visit : www.keywestinns.com. Contact : Ian Whitney at president@keywestinns.com. 


Cupida Travel 

Cupida Travel run tours to the Czech Republic. Visit : www.cupidagroup.com. Contact : Armagan Karaali at cupidatravel@gmail.com. 


Tikal Connection Tour

Tikal Connection Tour Operator is a leading Eco-Tour enterprise in Petén, Guatemala, Heart of the Maya World, promoting the concept of Sustainable Tourism in Protected Areas and National Parks.

Visit : www.tikalcnx.com. Contact : Manuel Villamar at okanchac@tikalcnx.com. 


Aim 4 Africa

Aim 4 Africa organises private, tailor-made safari and adventure holidays to East and Southern Africa (Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Malawi,  Zambia, Botswana, Namibia & Mozambique)

Visit : www.aim4africa.com. Contact : Nanvy Cutinha at enquiries@aim4africa.com. 


The Yorkshire Tour Company, UK

The Yorkshire Tour Company is run by three dedicated professional’s who live in North Yorkshire and have unsurpassed local knowledge of Yorkshire’s ‘hidden places and gems’ and a huge network of people who know everything worth knowing about every place that we visit. The company cares passionately about showing Yorkshire off to visitors!

Visit : www.theyorkshiretourcompany.com. Contact : Angela Seager at angela@theyorkshiretourcompany.com.

Colorado River & Trail Expeditions

Colorado River & Trail Expeditions offers fully outfitted white water rafting trips in the Grand Canyon, on the Colorado River, in Utah and in Alaska.

Visit : www.crateinc.com. Contact : Walker Mackay at walkmin@crateinc.com

	News


Peppa Pig World, UK

Peppa Pig World, opens on 9 April at Paultons Park, the family theme park in Hampshire, UK.

The theme park has been receiving visitors for 25 years and has 60 plus rides and attractions

Visit : www.paultonspark.co.uk and www.peppapigworld.co.uk. Contact : Fran Pearce at fpearce@brayleino.co.uk. 

Frankfurt, Germany

The Frankfurt Rhine-Main region of Germany is free podcasts highlighting regional attractions via : www.frankfurt-rhein-main.de. 

Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at Moser@infofrankfurt.de. 

Gatwick Airport 

airberlin – Europe’s sixth largest airline is flying new routes to Nuremberg and Hanover in Germany from Gatwick Airport. 

Gatwick Airport is the UK’s second largest airport and the busiest single-runway airport in the world. It serves more than 200 destinations (more than any other UK airport) in 90 countries for around 33 million passengers a year on short- and long-haul point-to-point services. 

Visit : www.gatwickairport.com. Contact : Sarah Baranowski at  sarah.baranowski@gatwickairport.com. 

Outdoor Writers Association of America

Outdoor Writers Association of America is offering free registration for students who wish to attend the July 9-11, 2011, OWAA conference in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

There are a limited number of three-day and one-day passes available for college students to attend conference.

Visit : www.owaa.org. Contact : Robin Giner at rginer@owaa.org
Vancouver

Readers of the US travel trade publication, Travel Weekly, have named Vancouver the best destination in Canada for the eighth consecutive year.

Visit : www.tourismvancouver.com. Contact : jhutchison@tourismvancouver.com. 

The Menorcs UK roadshow

Between 28 February and 14 March, the Menorca roadshow will visiting London, Glasgow, Newcastle, Leeds, Manchester, Liverpool, Birmingham and Bristol.

Menorca is one of the Balearic Islands located in the Mediterranean Sea belonging to Spain. It takes its name from being smaller than the nearby island of Majorca.

Visit www.menorca.es. Contact : Natalie Schofield at natalies@hillsbalfour.com.

National Ferry Fortnight

Britain’s third annual National Ferry Fortnight will take place this year between 14 and 28 May 2011.Central to campaign will be a series of promotional offers on ferry routes to the Continent, Ireland and UK islands.

Visit : www.discoverferries.co.uk. Contact : Julie Giraud at Julie.Giraud@fourcommunications.com.

African-Americans abroad

AA Abroad is  travel guide for African-Americans abroad.  It provides information and experiences from and for African-Americans working, living, travelling or studying abroad.  

Visit : www.aaabroad.com. Contact : Stephanie Robinson at contactus@aaabroad.com  


	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

ExperiencePlus! 

ExperiencePlus! the Colorado, USA-based company offers global cycling tours immersed in local character to 20 countries on five continents. 

Visit : www.experienceplus.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins at dave@travelnewssource.com. 

What visitors to Britain want 

More than 10,000 foreign tourists were given a list of 18 things that can only be done in Britain - and asked to pick the ones they’d like to do most.

 

In order of precedence the top activities were: 

· going on a tour of the castles of Wales. (34%)  

· going on a tour around Buckingham Palace (32%). 

· spending a night in a Scottish castle (29.1%) 

· watching the sunrise at Stonehenge (28.9%) 

· watching an English Premier League football match (19%), and  

· shopping in Harrods (19%).

Visit : www.visitbritain.com. Contact :  Mark Di-Toro at mark.di-toro@visitbritain.org.

Swan Hotel at Lavenham, UK

The 15th century Swan Hotel at Lavenham, Suffolk runs Culinary Master Classes from two AA rosette head chef David Ryan.

Themes for this year’s classes include Best of Suffolk (24 February);  Fabulous Fish (24 March); Spring is in the Air (28 April) and Mediterranean Cooking (26th May). Those later in the year include Barbecue Time; Stress Free Dinner Parties; Far Eastern Cookery and Italian Classics. 

Visit : www.theswanatlavenham.co.uk. Contact : Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

Belize on a budget

Budget savvy travelers seeking a unique, exotic getaway in Central America can vacation in Belize while spending as little as $100US a day for accommodations, transportation, activities and meals.  

Offering jungles and rainforests, ancient Maya sites, and the second largest barrier reef in the world, Belize is an affordable country for tourists, offering an extensive and charming selection of low-priced hotels, restaurants, activities and transportation options.  

Flavorful and authentic Mayan, Creole and Garifuna meals cost only $5US, while local taxi rides average $3US.  Picturesque lodging options average $45US per night.  And, with a fixed exchange rate of $2BZ to $1US, travelers’ dollars will go twice as far!  

visit www.travelbelize.org. Contact : Megan Sullivan at megans@bvk.com
	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

March events in Vancouver, Canada

CelticFest Vancouver
16 to 20 March 2011

The seventh annual CelticFest Vancouver will stretch traditional St. Patrick’s Day festivities into a multi-day celebration of all things Celtic with more than 60 ticketed and free events over five days. 

The largest and most popular of the free events is the St. Patrick’s Day Parade (20 March, which attracts around 350,000.The parade features pipers, drummers, Celtic music groups, the Vancouver police drill team, fire brigades, stilt walkers, collector cars, Irish and Scottish dancers.

www.celticfestvancouver.com 

Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival
26 March to 22 April 2011


The annual Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival returns for its fifth year to pay homage to 37,000 ornamental cherry trees located throughout the city, which were generously gifted to the city of Vancouver from Japan in the 1930's. 

This year’s festival will see an additional 3,000 "birthday blossoms" planted in celebration of Vancouver’s 125th anniversary. 

Visit : www.vcbf.ca 

Vancouver Playhouse International Wine Festival 
28 March to 3 April 2011


The 2011 Vancouver Playhouse International Wine Festival is one of the largest and oldest consumer wine festivals in the world. Marking its 33rd year with wines from Spain and a global focus on fortified wine, the festival will bring 176 participating wineries from 15 countries and more than 700 wines. 

Visit : www.playhousewinefest.com 

Visit : www.tourismvancouver.com. Contact : jhutchison@tourismvancouver.com. 

Virgin’s top events

Virgin Atlantic has highlighted the top events in destibnations to which it flies :

Taste of Sydney 

10 to 13 March 2011 

Taste of Sydney, held in Centennial Park, sees the city's top restaurants serve sample-sized plates of their signature dishes. Learn more about beer and wine in masterclasses or simply enjoy the festival's live music.

Visit : www.tasteofsydney.com.au
44th Annual Antigua Sailing Week 

24 to 29 April 2011

Antigua Sailing Week rolls thrilling races, barbecues and rum punches into one package. The gathering of over 200 participating yachts of varying sizes gather in Falmouth Harbour and English Harbour. 

The week starts with the Around the Island Race and other highlights include the Beach Bash in Fort James, Beating of the Retreat in the romantic Nelson's Dockyard and the prize giving ceremony. 

Visit :www.visitantiguabarbuda.co.uk
Buddha Jayanti Festival, Delhi 

17 May 2011 

Buddha Jayanti celebrates the birth, enlightenment and death of Gautam Buddha in different years. Buddhist sites in Delhi, most notably the Buddha Jayanti Park, celebrate with prayer meetings and colourful events.

Boston Chowderfest 

29 June to 3 July 2011 

More than 2000 gallons of this New England delicacy are served up in City Hall Plaza during Boston Chowderfest, a cornerstone of the annual Harborfest celebrations. 

Twelve of Boston's most ambitious restaurants ladle out their 'chowda' to be guzzled or shunned by voting fans. 

Visit :www.bostonharborfest.com 

Cropover Festival, Barbados 

2 August 2011 

The end of the year's sugar cane season is celebrated in style at Bridgetown's annual Crop Over Festival. 

The Festival began in the 1780s, when Barbados was the world's largest sugar producer. The festivities kick off with the traditional crowning of the festival king and queen, the most productive male and female cane cutters of the season. 

Carts are decorated in colourful designs and patterns for the cart parade and handicrafts and mouth-watering delicacies abound in Bridgetown Market during the festival.

Visit :www.cropoverbarbados.com 

 

Chinese Autumn Lantern Festival, Hong Kong 

12 September 2011 

When the harvest moon is full and bright, Hong Kong lights up for the Autumn Lantern Festival. Thousands of lanterns in every shape, size and colour fill streets and public parks and visitors should head up to Victoria Peak for the most spectacular views. 

The festival is an ancient Chinese tradition which commemorates China's 14th-century uprising against Mongolian occupation. Rebels wrote the call to revolt on pieces of paper and embedded them in cakes which they smuggled to compatriots. 

Visit : www.discoverhongkong.com. 

Virgin Atlantic flies to 32 destinations worldwide including New York, Boston, Washington DC, Miami, San Francisco & Los Angeles, Delhi, Shanghai, Tokyo, Dubai, Lagos and Nairobi as well as many Caribbean destinations.

 

Visit : www.virginatlantic.com. Contact : Anna Catchpole at anna.catchpole@fly.virgin.com 

The Spirit of Speyside Whisky Festival, Scotland

28 April to 2 May 2011

Scotland’s Malt Whisky Country, which is home to more than half of Scotland’s whisky distilleries, will host the Spirit of Speyside Whisky Festival 

DDuring the festival distilleries, shops, hotels, restaurants, pubs and villages throughout Speyside will welcome thousands of visitors from around the world with quality malt whiskies, special tastings, food, outdoor activities, music and many other entertaining events. 

Visit : www.spiritofspeyside.com. Contact : Caroline Keith at caroline@thekeithconsultancy.co.uk. 

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Callaway Gardens, Georgia

Owned and operated by the non-profit Ida Cason Callaway Foundation, Callaway Gardens includes a garden, resort, preserve and residential community on 13,000 acres in Pine Mountain, Georgia.  

Highlights include a butterfly conservatory, horticultural center, discovery center, chapel, inland beach, nature trails and special events throughout the year.

In addition, Callaway Gardens offers 923 guest rooms, restaurants, a full-service spa, shops, golf, tennis, fishing and more.

Callaway Gardens is also home to a 4,610-acre forest preserve, which is under conservation easement.  This conserved, sustainably-managed land is used for biological studies and environmental education programs.

Visit : www.callawaygardens.com. Contact : Rachel Crumbley at rmcrumb@callawaygardens.com. 

The NatWest Island Games 2011 

The NatWest Island Games 2011 will be held on the Isle of Wight, UK, between 25 June and 1 July 2011.

Around 3000 athletes and officials from 25 member islands around the world will compete at international and world championship level in several hundred events across 14 sports.

The sports, chosen by the host island are archery, athletics, badminton, basketball, cycling, football, golf, sailing and windsurfing, shooting (clay and target), squash, swimming, table tennis, tennis and volleyball. 

The NatWest Island Games take place every two years and is one of the largest participation events in the world behind the Commonwealth Games and Olympics. 

The Games were established in the Isle of Man in 1985 and today include 25 member islands in, or associated with, the nine sovereign nations of Canada, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Greece, Norway, Spain, Sweden and the UK.

These are :

the Caribbean islands 

Aland (Finland)

Alderney 

Bermuda 

the Cayman;

the Falkland Islands

Faroe Islands

Froya (Denmark)

Gibraltar

Gotland (Sweden)

Greenland

Guernsey

Hitra (Norway) 

the Isle of Man and Isle of Wight

Jersey

Menorca (Spain)

Orkney

Price Edward Island (Canada)

Rhodes

Sark Saareem (Estonia)

Shetland

St Helena, and 

the Western Isles

Visit : www.natwestislandgames2011.co.uk and  www.islandgames.net. Contact : Samantha Crossfield at samantha@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

St Patrick’s Day on Montserrat 

The Caribbean island of Montserrat celebrates St Patrick’s Day Festival from 12 to 19 March 2011.
 
Known as ‘The Emerald Isle’, Montserrat is the only country outside Ireland where St Patrick’s Day is a public holiday and the week-long festival provides a rich mix of Irish and African heritage, with some traditional Caribbean entertainment.

Montserrat’s Irish heritage dates back to the 17th century when the island became a haven for Irish Catholics who were persecuted on other Caribbean islands. By 1678, a census showed that more than half the people on the island were Irish, so it is hardly surprising that the Irish had such a strong influence on the island’s developing culture. 

Visit : www.visitmontserrat.com. Contact : Chloe Buchanan at chloe@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 


Sea Kayak Adventures, California

Master yoga instructor Cynthia Lawrence, in conjunction with Sea Kayak Adventures,are offering new yoga, whales and kayaks tour in Loreto, Baja California Sur, Mexico that combine daily yoga with a little adventure.

Visit :  www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact : skadvent@roadrunner.com.

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Shangri-La’s Rasa Sentosa Resort, Singapore

Shangri-La’s Rasa Sentosa Resort, Singapore has re-opened after completing a ten-month, extensive refurbishment. The resort, which is the only beachfront hotel in Singapore, is located 15 minutes from the main shopping and business district of Orchard Road and 25 minutes from Changi International Airport.  

Attractions include a two-kilometre long sheltered beach, Fort Siloso, Universal Studios theme park, golf courses and spa retreats. 

Visit : www.shangri-la.com. Contact : Louise Toye @ louise.toye@shangri-la.com. 

England’s B&B’s

Five English B&B’s have been listed in the Trip Advisor Traveller’s Choice Awards top 10.

These are :

 

· Saltcote Place in Rye : www.saltcote.co.uk
· Number One B&B in Deal : www.numberonebandb.co.uk
· Riverside Hotel in the Lake District : www.riverside-at-ambleside.co.uk
· Creston Villa in Lincoln : www.crestonvilla.co.uk, and

· the Twenty One in Brighton : www.thetwentyone.co.uk
 

B&B’s in England date back as far as the 13th century, and began when monasteries opened up their doors to providing lodging and food to pilgrims travelling to destinations such as Canterbury and Glastonbury. 

 

One of the earliest B&Bs is the Eastbridge Hospital of St Thomas in Canterbury– established in the 12th century, in response to the needs of pilgrims who travelled to the city after the murder of Thomas a Becket in 1190.  

The Hospital and has Franciscan gardens are open to visitor

www.eastbridgehospital.org.uk
In addition there’s the chance to stay in : 

· windmills : www.thewindmill.uk.com
· converted train carriages : www.old-station.co.uk 

· Grade II listed follies : www.stafford-house.co.uk, and 

· medieval priories (www.lavenhampriory.co.uk). 

Visit : www.enjoyengland.com. Contact : Sarah Long at Sarah.Long@visitengland.org. 

Villa Clarisse and The Hôtel de Toiras, Île de Ré, France 

The Hôtel de Toiras, a 17th century former ship owner’s residence on Île de Ré, will open Villa Clarisse a sister property in May 2011. 

Situated in the heart of the port of Saint Martin de Ré, France a UNESCO World Heritage Site,  and a short stroll from the Hôtel de Toiras, the Villa Clarisse is housed in a privately owned, listed 17th century home that is undergoing a meticulous transformation into a hotel.

Saint Martin de Ré is the historical capital of Île de Ré, a tiny sliver of land stretching out into the Atlantic Ocean for 30km from La Rochelle. 

Visit : www.villaclarisse.com and www.hotel-de-toiras.com. Contact : contact Sophie Furness at  Sophie@grifcopr.com.

Hand Picked Hotels

The Hand Picked Hotels collection, created by former City lawyer Julia Hands, are luxurious country house hotels known for fine food and wines and excellent service in stylish, relaxing surroundings. 

There are 17 hotels across the UK with locations ranging from the New Forest and Jersey to Yorkshire and Edinburgh.  

In 2007, Julia Hands was awarded an MBE in the Queen's Birthday Honours List for services to the hospitality industry. 

Visit : www.handpickedhotels.co.uk. Contact : Clare Roberts at Clare.Roberts@fourcommunications.com.

Garrigae Resorts, Languedoc, France 

Le Couvent d’Hérépian

Le Couvent d’Hérépian is a  17th century converted convent that has been transformed into a luxury boutique retreat & spa in the picturesque town of Hérépian.

Les Jardins de Saint Benoît

Located in the village of Saint Laurent de la Cabrerisse and set around a traditional French bastide, Les Jardins de Saint Benoit is a vineyard hotel spa & estate. 

Port Rive Gauche

Port Rive Gauche is a small boutique hotel with 11 suites on the port of Marseillan with views of the Etang de Thau. 

Visit : www.garrigaeresorts.com. Contact : Jacinta at jacinta@rivapr.co.uk. 

The Rosewood Hotel Georgia, Vancouver

The Rosewood Hotel Georgia will officially openon 7 May 2011, 84 years to the day the original Hotel Georgia first opened in 1927.

The lobby clock, which stopped at 11:07 am on May 7, 1927, will start again at 11:08 am on May 7, 2011, when the hotel will welcome its very first guests.

Visit : www.rosewoodhotels.com and www.tourismvancouver.com. Contact : jhutchison@tourismvancouver.com. 

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 

· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.orlandoinfo.com. Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@orlandocvb.com.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 


· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.

· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com.

· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.

· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 

· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.

· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.

· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.

· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 

· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    

· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 

Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 

Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 

· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups

The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 

The Leisure Pass

The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

Interface Images

World travel photographer David Smith of Interface Images is offering ITWA members a 50% discount on all image licenses and fine art prints ordered online from 8,000 + new images of world location, ethnic life, culture, smiling faces, lifestyle and cruise ship life images across 6 continents. 

For Alliance members this discount means a large travel image source for your stories, web sites and Blogs with prices starting at less than $US10 per image. 

Visit www.interfaceimages.com for easy search, amazing photo story galleries, instant image downloads and social networking links. 

Alliance members must enter the coupon code ITWA at checkout to get the discount. 

David has also produced a Travel Photography Today DVD ideal for Alliance members with two hours of live photo tips and hints for all travellers and photographers playable on all computers and NTSC TV systems and can be ordered online at http://www.imagebyinterface.com/products.htm

Contact David Smith at dave@interfaceimages.com
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books

www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
Bradt Travel 

www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone

www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS

www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook

www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  

Inn House Publishing

www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers

www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 

Lonely Planet

www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 

www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides

www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com


Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 

www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft

www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.c
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	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Ongoing initiatives

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Hotel & Villa Resort press trips 2011

Goldeneye, Jamaica

Press trip : 3 to7 March and August  

The new GoldenEye Hotel & Resort, nestled in the village of Oracabessa Bay on Jamaica’s North Coast, reopens this year.

The Island Outpost property is owned by Chris Blackwell, Jamaica-raised founder of Island Records. 

GoldenEye was the Jamaica home of author Ian Fleming and the location where he penned all 14 James Bond novels. 

Set along a pristine coast, with secluded beaches, among lush tropical gardens and around the calm waters of the property’s lagoon, the 52-acre estate now encompasses 23 units – 11 new Beach Cottages, six new Lagoon Suites, Fleming’s original villa and the five villas built by Blackwell.

Visit : www.islandoutpost.com/goldeneye. Contact : Rosalind at Rosalind@rivapr.co.uk. 
Jumby Bay, Antigua 

Press trips : March and October 2011

Luxury private island getaway Jumby Bay, located two miles off the coast of Antigua and famed for its crystal-clear turquoise coastline, is introducing new family facilities to its its all-inclusive offering.

This includes Afternoon Tea prepared daily by the gourmet pastry chef, four hours’ complimentary nanny service, Hawksbill Turtle-watch, tennis clinics, treasure hunts, crab races, cooking classes, and ice cream socials. 

Visit : www.jumbybayresort.com. Contact : Rosalind at Rosalind@rivapr.co.uk.
Rosewood Little Dix Bay, British Virgin Islands

Press trips March and October 2011

Tropical hideaway Little Dix Bay in the British Virgin Islands is ideally located for stunning vistas of the natural beauty with its villas and guest rooms set amidst verdant foliage, a half-mile crescent-shaped beach with colourful barrier reef, and backdrop of lush mountains. 

The cliff-top spa overlooks the dramatic natural setting and offers beauty and recuperative programmes using botanicals plucked right from the resort grounds – the perfect way to boost New Year wellbeing. 

Visit : www.littledixbay.com.Contact : Rosalind at Rosalind@rivapr.co.uk.
Treasure Beach, Barbados

Press trips : April and November 

Perched upon one of the most stunning sandy beaches in the Caribbean, Treasure Beach Hotel comprises just 35 luxury guestrooms set with lush tropical gardens overlooking the turquoise Caribbean Sea.  

Dotted around a large freshwater pool, each room exudes Caribbean simplicity and elegance, with all offering private outdoor balconies or patios with private plunge pools. 

The award-winning Al Fresco restaurant serves the finest Caribbean fare with accents of international inspirations whilst the welcoming team provides premier service that is synonymous with luxury hotels in Barbados.

Visit : www.treasurebeachhotel.com. Rosalind at Rosalind@rivapr.co.uk.
Quintessentially Travel 

Quintessentially Travel will be delighted to consider press trip requests from Alliance members.

As a high-end service provider of luxury travel worldwide, Quintessentially Travel advises on and creates tailor-made itineraries (including everything from flights, transfers, hotels, restaurants, private tours and tickets) for some of the globes’ most glamorous and sought after destinations.

Quintessentially Travel operates out of offices in London, New York, Hong Kong, Johannesburg and Dubai.

Visit www.quintessentiallytravel.com. Jenny Graham at Jenny@Quintessentiallytravel.com.
Press trips to Austria

The Austrian National Tourist Office welcomes enquiries from Alliance members regarding press trips to the Austrian regions and resorts featured below. Press 

Mountains staging art in Lech-Zuers / Bregenzerwald in Vorarlberg


Discover controversial art and human influence in high alpine areas, the interaction of mountainous scenery and art installations – Horizon Field and the wood architecture in the Bregenzerwald. 

Art & culture on Lake Constanze in Vorarlberg


Lake Constanze, the melting pot of 3 countries; this influence of different cultural lifestyles can best be seen at the KUB with its extraordinary exhibition. Not to forget the outstanding quality of opera productions on the floating stage. 

Discover Innsbruck, Graz and Salzburg


Graz - modern architecture and foodie paradise, Innsbruck - the emperors' heritage and modern sport site architecture, Salzburg - Mozart and the Renaissance combined with modern architecture: Three cities, three ways of enjoying life, but they have one thing in common: Austrian hospitality!

On the nature trail in Zell am See-Kaprun


Wildlife - guided tours with a ranger through the National Park Hohe Tauern will help you understanding the circle of life in the high alpine regions. The Hohe Tauern even has an informal “Big Five” of creatures to spot: the Chamois, Ibex, Griffon Vulture, Golden Eagle and Bearded Vulture. 

Slow down the Austrian way in Burgenland 

Enjoy the silence at the shore of Lake Neusiedlersee, where birds take their break on the way south/north, watch them in their habitat guided by National park Rangers, enjoy Austrian wine and learn the meaning of “Gut Ding braucht Weile” – why good things need their time. 

Family's paradise Saalbach-Hinterglemm


The perfect children's playground: entertaining education at Schnitzas Holzpark and outdoor adventure at the high-rope course. Saalbach-Hinterglemm is the ultimate alternative to x-box - what do you need to make a cone-doll, how does it feel to live in a tree, how do birds experience the world. 

Back to nature & the art of living in the Alpbachtal

A return to the "good old days" - where traditions remain alive, including an appreciation of local products and recipes, wellness/herbal treatments, sustainability, and social customs within the community. 

Nature's dinner table in the Zillertal


The art of food and sustainability, naturally grown, enjoyed in award-winning mountain restaurants with outstanding views – all that you will find in the Zillertal. Tuxer-Beef, Haymilk-cheese and local beer - be a guest at the dinner table. 

The Outdoor fitness centre - Montafon in Vorarlberg


Fitness trails in woods, a 'stairway to heaven', fitness training for body and soul - Montafon in Vorarlberg is the world’s biggest gym. It is a gym, bounded not by walls but by mountainsides, with blue sky as a ceiling. 

The Eagle’s Walk - Enjoy the spirit of walking in Tirol


Eagle Walk - the Austrian way to meditate and unwind. Mountaineers clubs running alpine refuges and giving advice regarding safety, weather, most scenic trails, rare fauna and flora, tradition of wooden crosses on mountain tops. 

Visit : www.austria.info. Alliance members interested in press trips should contact : Martina Jamnig at martina.jamnig@austria.info.
Elephant Brook Resort uis in the Rishikesh, India
The Resort has facilities for airport drop/pick-up, train drop/pick-up, rafting trips, wildlife tours and guided tours. 
There is also special facility for currency exchange, Western Union money transfer and cash advance on credits cards. 

Alliance members interested in a press trip are asked to present a Letter of Assignment, plus two recently published articles.

Included - 2 nights/3 days Accommodation at Elephant Brook Resort, plus all meals and activities.

Visit : www.elephantbrookresort.com. Contact : Abhay at ravers_india@yahoo.com.

Cottage Grove Inn, Napa Valley, California

Experience Napa Valley's laid back luxury in a private resort cottage nestled amid tall trees and lush landscape at Cottage Grove Inn. 

Tucked into the charismatic wine country village of Calistoga, the inn is just a short stroll to restaurants, cafes, boutiques and galleries. 

Alliance members are invited to review Napa Valley in Cottage Grove Inn's private resort cottages. 

Visit : www.cottagegrove.com. Contact Donna Johnson at donnafb@sonic.net. 
base2stay
base2stay™ is a new hotel group established ‘to meet the growing demand from design conscious, value-orientated guest, looking for boutique hotels offering style and comfort, with the best in high technology.

The group currentl; has two hotels :

base2stay Kensington 

base2stay Kensington is located in central London, between the fashionable areas of Kensington and Chelsea.

Many of London’s major attractions are close by, including The Royal Albert Hall, the Natural History Museum, the Science Museum, The Victoria & Albert Museum, Kensington Palace and Earls Court Exhibition Centre. World class shopping in Knightsbridge - the home of Harrods and Harvey Nichols - is only a short distance away. 
base2stay Liverpool

base2stay Liverpool is located on Seel Street, in the beating heart of the city, in the Bohemian RopeWalks design and entertainment quarter, surrounded by some of the best restaurants, bars and clubs in the city. 

Liverpool One, the city’s new shopping district, is 100 metres away and attractions - including Tate Liverpool and The Beatles Story in the Albert Dock, the BT Convention Centre and Echo Arena, The Walker Art Gallery and St George’s Hall - are all within easy walking distance. 

Visit : www.base2stay.com. Alliance members wishing to review either hotel contact: Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk
European Union (EU) Conferences & Seminars

The European Journalism Centre is organising a series of information briefings for journalists on various EU policy areas in 2010:
· Common Foreign and Security Policy 

· Economical and Financial Policy 

· EU External Co-operation in Action 

· European Neighbourhood Policy 

The EU for journalists website also simplifies the maze of information available on the EU. 

Visit www.eu4journalists.eu.
Phoenix, Arizona
The Greater Phoenix Convention & Visitors Bureau is hosting a press tour to coincide with Cactus League Spring Training, baseball's seasonal coming-out party and a venerated rite of spring in Arizona. 

The Cactus League is bigger than ever, with 15 teams and 10 stadiums, all of them located within the borders of America's sunniest metropolis.

The press tour will take place March 1-5. We'll take you out to several ballparks . and beyond. The itinerary also will include:

· outdoor adventure

· culinary dinners

· nightlife

· spa treatments, and

· cultural excursions

Airfare, accommodations and all press-tour activities will be hosted. 

Availability is limited, and itinerary activities are subject to change. Participants should be able to engage in warm-weather physical activities such as hiking. 

Contact : Doug MacKenzie at dmackenzie@visitphoenix.com. 
Bed and Breakfasts of Savannah

Bed and Breakfasts of Savannah, a network of historic inns and boutique hotels in Savannah's National Landmark Historic District, invites professional travel writers on assignment to stay at the Olde Harbour Inn, East Bay Inn or Marshall House. 

You have a choice of available dates in February, March or April for a two-night stay. Mid-week visits are preferred. 

Pet-friendly story angle: The Olde Harbour Inn and East Bay Inn, both of which overlook historic River Street, are pet-friendly hotels with luxurious accommodations. Travel writers are welcome to visit with their pets for a pet-friendly travel story.

Business travel story angle: For writers interested in a business travel angle, the Marshall House serves as an ideal place to stay. Located in the heart of Savannah's National Landmark Historic District, this elegantly-restored 1851 property combines modern day amenities with bed and breakfast-style intimacy and charm.

Requirements: To qualify to stay at one of Bed and Breakfasts of Savannah's outstanding properties, you must be a professional travel writer with a signed letter of assignment. Space and dates are limited. Writers working for publications with a minimum annual circulation of 100,000 strongly preferred.

What’s included: Bed and Breakfasts of Savannah will cover lodging and breakfast for a qualified travel writer on assignment. Airfare and transportation costs are not included.

Visit www.bedandbreakfastsofsavannah.com. Contact : Allison Gavin at abshirepr@att.net. 

The ASTA International Destination Expo : San Juan, Puerto Rico

The American Society of Travel Agents' (ASTA) 6th annual International Destination Expo takes place between 14 and 17 April 2011 in Puerto Rico.

Known as the Land of Enchantment, Puerto Rico combines the character of the Caribbean with proximity to the United States. 
Puerto Rico's history includes 400 years as a Spanish Colony - and the mixing of Spaniards, Indians, Anglos, and Africans has created a culture unique to this island. 

ASTA's IDE 2011 features :


· the chance to learn about the latest travel trends that travel consumers will be interested in
· face time with travel agents and top suppliers in the Caribbean, and 

· complimentary tours in and around San Juan. 

ASTA is looking to offer ‘comped’ travel to attend the event to Alliance members where appropriate and on a case-by-case basis.
Visit www.ASTA.org/IDE. Contact : Kristina Rundquist at KRundquist@asta.org. To register, download and complete the media registration form and fax it to 703.739.0453 or scan and e-mail a copy to PR@ASTA.org.
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
The American Society of Travel Agents

The American Society of Travel Agents (ASTA) is the world's largest association of travel professionals and is the leading advocate for travel agents, the travel industry and the travelling public.
Its members include travel agents and the companies whose products they sell such as tours, cruises, hotels, car rentals, etc. 

ASTA’s mission is to enhance the professionalism and profitability of members worldwide through effective representation in industry and government affairs, education and training, and by identifying and meeting the needs of the travelling public.

Visit : www.asta.org. Contact : Kristina Rundquist at krundquist@asta.org. 


MB Travel 

MB Travel is a Madeira Island travel agent providing tailored holiday programs to the Island of Madeira and the Azores.

Visit : www.mb-travel.com. Contact : Jose Vieira at jose.vieira@mb-travel.com
Shamrock Journeys

Shamrock Journeys are a professionally managed company recognized by the Ministry of Tourism - Government of India.

The company is the leading tour operator in India for groups and individuals and specialising in :

· Desert tours
· Culture tours
· Heritage tours
· Hills tours
· Adventure tours 

· Beach tours 

· Educational tours 

· Incentive corporate tours
· Pilgrimage tours 

· Safari tours, and 

· Car and coach rentals
Visit : www.shamrockjourneys.com. Tariq Shah at shamrock.tariq@gmail.com.

Czech Tours

Czech Tours offers guided tours and tailor-made holidays in South Bohemia (the area around Cesky Krumlov) to groups and individuals. 

Tours include “Historic South Bohemia”, “The Hussites – medieval South Bohemia and Bohemian Art, as well as custom-made tours for groups. Tailor-made holidays include short breaks built around local celebrations, holidays for nature lovers and accommodation-only holidays. 

Visit : www.czech.tours.co.uk. Contact : Zoe Brooks at admin@czechtours.co.uk
South East Asia Travel 

South East Tours runs tours in Asia including :

· boat excursions along the Mekong River or Tonle Sap Lake, Halong Bay, Komodo in Indonesia, and 

· biking, trekking and nature walks.

Visit : www.southeastasiatravel.net. Contact : Ben Bunhong at info@southeastasiatravel.net. 

Norfolk Tours

Norfolk-Tours was set up by Glynn Burrows is a passionate historian, with his own family history links in the area, going back to the sixteenth century.

Visit : www.norfolk-tours.co.uk. Contact :Glynn Burrows at glynn@norfolk-tours.co.uk. 


Air Charter 

Air Charter has access to 6000 aircraft within Europe and many more worldwide that are available on the charter market. 

The company also offers the benefits of lower charter rates; with offices worldwide and further offices due to come online this year, where we can utilise each other’s local buying power to ensure you get the best available deal; we have a high flexibility of aircraft options; no financial commitment and no hidden costs.

Visit : www.aircharter.co.uk. Contact : Georgina Clements at gjc@aircharter.co.uk. 


SeaDream

With only 112 guests and 95 crew, SeaDream's award-winning cuisine and 1 to 1 guest to crew ratio ensures guests are spendidly spoiled.

Fares include ocean view accommodations, all gourmet meals, wine with lunch and dinner, open bar, water toys, mountain bikes, golf simulator, CD’s and DVD’s and gratuities.  

Visit : www.seadream.com. Contact : Adrienne Dannunzio at adannunzio@seadream.com. 


Maine Day Trip

Maine Day Trip provides customized private tours and excursions for individuals and groups originating in the Portland, Maine region. Experience and learn about historical landmarks, lighthouses, museums and the scenic coast of Maine. 

Spend a day with your driver guide who will be informative and  personable originating at your hotel, ship pier, home, or other location in the Portland region. 

This will be a relaxed sightseeing day trip excursion at your pace and with special requests always welcome. Maine Day Trip is available any time of the year.

Visit : www.mainedaytrip.com. Contact : Norm Forgey at norm@mainedaytrip.com. 


People 1st

People 1st is the sector skills council for hospitality, leisure, travel and tourism. Its Mission is to support the HLTT sector in developing the right numbers of people with the right skills and qualifications at the right time

Visit : www.people1st.co.uk. Contact : Dr Douglas Gyte at douglas.gyte@people1st.co.uk. 


Crystal Safaris

Crystal Safaris is an owner managed ground handling Safari and Tour Company providing tailor made safaris within the East Africa region. 

Through several years of extensive experience in providing unusual and memorable tailor made safaris to a diverse customer base built around each ones needs, we have been able to give exceptional services.

Visit : www.crystalsafaris.com. Contact : Nkasibwe Reagan at crystalsafaris@yahoo.com. 


Imagine Africa Safaris

Imagine Africa Safaris is a privately owned Destination Management Company, run by a highly experienced team of travel and safari experts, knowledgeable and competent to handle all your travel needs and requirements in East Africa to your full satisfaction. 

The company arranges inbound travel to Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Zanzibar and Rwanda. 
Its services include travel documentation, meet and greet services, transport, transfers, accommodation, trains, flights, safaris and scheduled and tailor-made tours.

Visit : www.imagineafricasafaris.co.ke. Contact : info@imagineafricasafaris.co.ke. 

People 1st

People 1st is the sector skills council for hospitality, leisure, travel and tourism. Its Mission is to support the HLTT sector in developing the right numbers of people with the right skills and qualifications at the right time

Visit : www.people1st.co.uk. Contact : Dr Douglas Gyte at douglas.gyte@people1st.co.uk. 


Crystal Safaris

Crystal Safaris is an owner managed ground handling Safari and Tour Company providing tailor made safaris within the East Africa region. 

Through several years of extensive experience in providing unusual and memorable tailor made safaris to a diverse customer base built around each ones needs, we have been able to give exceptional services.

Visit : www.crystalsafaris.com. Contact : Nkasibwe Reagan at crystalsafaris@yahoo.com. 


Apartments Gomera

Apartments Gomera provide lodgings in the north area of La Gomera in the Canary islands including the Country Hotel, villas and apartments by the ocean and in the National Park or in Hermigua valley.

Visit : www.apartamentosgomera.com. Contact : Ana Valien at info@apartamentosgomera.com.

Middle Kingdom Tours

The Middle Kingdom Tours is a branch of Xian Everbright International Travel Service. For more than 20 years we have stood at the forefront of distinguished comfort travel.

From the capital Beijing to the hustle of Hong Kong, from historic Xian to exciting Shanghai, from exotic Kashgar to spiritual Tibet, the company offers itineraries and experienced guides with insight into the real China.

Visit : www.middlekingdomtours.com. Contact : Zhongdao Xue at themiddlekingdomtours@hotmail.com. 

Agencies

Fleishman Europe

Fleishman Europe is an international PR firm with 88 offices around the world.  
Its UK head office is in London's Covent Garden and there we handle clients in a number of different sectors including consumer brands, travel, technology, corporate and healthcare.
Visit : www.fleishmaneurope.com. Contact : Caroline Calvert at caroline.calvert@fleishmaneurope.com 


Hook, Line & Thinker

Hook, Line & Thinker is a California-based, minority-owned company that specializes in PR and social marketing for clients in the tourism industry.

Visit : www.hooklineandthinker.wordpress.com. Contact : Molly Blaisdell at mollyb22@gmail.com. 
	News


Independent Hostels UK

Independent Hostels UK new 2011 guidebook lists 330 houses, cottages, camping barns and bunkhouses across England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

Geared to walkers and outdoor enthusiasts, the hostels provide accommodation from around £9 per person per night generally on a self-catering basis; facilities are suitable for singles, couples, families and groups seeking friendly and inexpensive places to stay without membership requirements.

Visit : www.IndependentHostelGuide.co.uk. Contact : Sam at sam@backpackerspress.com.
Bullfighting, Spain 

Spain's state broadcaster, TVE, has banned live bullfighting from its schedule, angering matadors and bullfighting fans who are already smarting over a ban in the eastern region of Catalonia. 
The broadcaster has decided bullfighting contravenes its code of conduct for programmes before Spain's 10pm watershed hour.
Wikipedia

Wikipedia is targeting India first and possibly Brazil next to reach its goal of 1 billion users, 

The San Francisco-based onlineencyclopedia, which is 10 years old, also vows to reach that goal in the next five years while maintaining its status as a non-profit, organization. 

Wikipedia claims 410 million unique visitors a month.

Visit : www.Wikipedia.com
COMO Hotels and Resorts

COMO Hotels and Resorts, the five-star hotel group based in Singapore, is to develop and manage a new property on the Yamu peninsula of Phuket in Thailand. 

Located in Phang Nga Bay on the northeast coast of Phuket, this property is the ninth COMO hotel   and is scheduled to open in September 2012.

Visit : www.como.bz. Contact : Julia Perowne at JuliaP@lewispr.com. 
Slovenia homecoming

Slovenia, one of Europe’s smallest nations, will be celebrating 20 years since its declaration of national independence during 2011.

Slovenia celebrates on 25 June,  Statehood Day, being the day when the Republic’s Assembly declared independence in 1991

The country will be linking this to a Slovenia Hiomecoming programme of special events linked to welcoming friends of Slovenia from all over the world. Slovenian expatriates and their descendants will be particularly encouraged to return home durin 2011.

Visit : www.slovenia.info/homecoming. Contact Natasa Slak at natasa.slak@slovenia.info.
	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Olive Branch pub and Beech House, Rutland UK

Olive Branch pub and Beech House in Clipsham, Rutland (the UK’s smallest county) have retained their Michelin star award for the 10th time in the newly published Michelin Guide 2011. Sister pub, the Red Lion Inn at Stathern, Leicestershire, has also retained their Bib Gourmand award, the only pub in the whole county to be honoured.

visit www.theolivebranchpub.com. Contact : Linda Parkhouse at parkhousepr@aol.com. 

Beach House Maldives

Beach House Maldives, A Waldorf Astoria Resort, is located on the lagoon-ringed Haa Alifu Atoll and is fringed by powder-white beaches and complemented with an unspoilt jungle-filled interior. 

The 35-acre resort comprises 83 Maldivian-style villas, three restaurants, three bars and a luxurious spa. Each villa comes complete with a private pool and butler.

Visit : www.hiltonworldwide.com. Contact : Scarlett Levy at scarlett@ktapr.com
	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

The Avoriaz Jazz Up Festival, Switzerland 

18 25 March 2011

The Avoriaz Jazz Up Festival takes place in Avoriaz, which is located between Mont Blanc and Lake Geneva between.

It includes 40 dinner concerts, a variety of jazz events and kicks off with four concerts in the Avoriaz festival hall. 


Visit : www.avoriaz.com. Contact : Sarah Heavens at sarah.heavens@surfpr.co.uk.

Artistic events in London 

Origins of Life, Royal Observatory, London

from 12 February 2011

Origins of Life takes the audience on a journey through time and space. Starting with the Big Bang, the show explores the formation of stars, solar systems and the first life on Earth, as well as our search for life beyond our own planet. 

Visit : www.nmm.ac.uk/places/royal-observatory. Contact Jenny Orton at jorton@nmm.ac.uk

Eric Gill: public and private art, British Museum 

10 February to 7 August 2011

The artist Eric Gill was noted for his public sculpture, typography and, more recently, his unconventional private life.

This small display at the British Museum is free of charge and will explore the range of his artistic practice, including his medallic work, stamp designs and various publications. 

Visit : www.britishmuseum.org. ontact Hannah Boulton at. 

Once Upon a Wartime: Classic War Stories for Children, Imperial War Museum London

11 February – 30 October 2011 

From tales of heroism to real life experiences of struggle and survival, this family-friendly exhibition will take a fresh and engaging look at some of the key books written for children about war and conflict. 

Through life-size reconstructions of scenes, interactive exhibits and a range of historical material visitors can learn more about the experience of war through a child’s eyes. 

Visit : www.iwm.org.uk. Contact Ellie Farrell at 

Watercolour, Tate Britain, London

16 February - 21 August 2011 

The history of watercolour painting in Britain from its emergence in the Middle Ages through to the present day.  This major exhibition will show around 200 works including pieces by historic artists such as William Blake and JMW Turner, through to contemporary artists including Patrick Heron and Tracey Emin. 

Visit : www.tate.org.uk. Contact : Selina Jones at 

London Street Photography, Museum of London

18 February – 4 September 2011

This Museum of London exhibition will showcase an extraordinary collection of street photography. From sepia-toned scenes to Londoners digitally ‘caught on camera’, explore how street photography has evolved in a world of advancing security measures. 

www.museumoflondon.org.uk. Contact : Claire Wylie at. 

Jan Gossaert's Renaissance, The National Gallery, London

23 February – 30 May 2011 

An exhibition of the most important paintings from Jan Gossaert, one of the most startling and accomplished artists of the Northern Renaissance. 

This is the first exhibition dedicated to Gossaert for over 40 years, and presents the results of a complete re-examination of his work. 
The exhibition features over 50 works, including many of the artist’s most important paintings, such as the ‘Virgin and Child’, 1527. It also features drawings and sculptures of the Northern Renaissance. 

Visit : www.ng-london.org. Contact : press@ng-london.org.uk. 

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Singapore

The largest collection of Genghis Khan artefacts to be the launch exhibition at the world’s first ArtScience Museum when it opens at Marina Bay Sands, Singapore in February 2011.  

Genghis Khan: The Exhibition will have over 200 rare authentic treasures from the conqueror’s reign. 

It will take visitors on a journey back to 13th century Mongolia where they will witness stunning re-creations of Mongolia’s grasslands and battlegrounds, walk among previously unseen archaeological artefacts and weaponry of the Mongol Empire. 


The museum will be the first in a line up of attractions set to open in Singapore during 2011 including :

· Gardens by the Bay Marine Life Park

· the Maritime Experiential Museum & Aquarium

· the International Cruise Terminal, and

· the River Safari in Mandai. 


Visit : www.marinabaysands.com and www.YourSingapore.com. Contact : Katie Francis at Katie.Francis@lewispr.com.

A new species of lemur in Madagascar

A new species of lemur has been discovered in the forests of Madagascar and Reef & Rainforest Tours is offering a special expedition to see the new primate.

The fork-marked lemur was discovered by primate expert and president of Conservation International, Russ Mittermeier. Results of genetic testing of samples taken by Dr Mittermeier and team are expected to confirm a brand new species. 

Natural history tourism is fast becoming one of the major sources of income for the country and visitors contribute directly to the conservation of its precious remaining forests and wildlife.  The habitat of the new lemur is off the beaten tourist path but Reef and Rainforest Tours can arrange a special expedition to Daraina in the far north of the country. 

Visit : www.reefandrainforest.co.uk. For press trips contact : Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independent-pr.co.uk. 
The Glenfiddich Distillery in Speyside, Scotland

The Glenfiddich Distillery in Speyside, Scotland is introducing a new tour programme in 2011. 

The free Glenfiddich classic tour takes one hour and features an introductory film, a guided tour of the distillery and a tasting of three Glenfiddich single malt whiskies: Glenfiddich 12 Year Old, Glenfiddich 15 Year Old and Glenfiddich 18 Year Old.

The distillery was built in 1886 by William Grant and his family and is still wholly owned by his descendants. Glenfiddich means ‘Valley of the Deer’ in Gaelic.

Visit : www.glenfiddich.com. Contact : Yvonne Bruce at yvonne@artisanpr.co.uk.
Avoriaz ‘Wild Concerts’ music festival 


The first Avoriaz Festival des Concerts Sauvages (Wild Concerts Festival) takes place between 2 and 9 April 2011. The festival is a new concept event for Avoriaz based skiers and snowboarders.

Avoriaz is a French mountain resort built on a shelf high above the town of Morzine, which is among the pioneering towns of skiing with its first lifts dating back to the early 1930s. Today Avoriaz is one of the major French ski destinations and ranks among the top snowboarding destinations of the world. Cars are forbidden in Avoriaz. 


Visit www.avoriaz-events.com and  www.avoriaz.com. Contact : Sarah Heavens at sarah.heavens@surfpr.co.uk. 
The National Trust’s top spots for snowdrops

The National Trust cares for 300 historic houses and gardens across England, Wales and Northern Ireland. It’s top gardens promising spectacular displays of snowdrops:

Stourhead, Wiltshire

In February, the grasslands are carpeted with the brilliant white at one of the most famous landscaped gardens in the world. Follow criss-crossing paths to enchanting temples, enjoy lakeside walks and spot the first signs of spring all around you.

Anglesey Abbey, Gardens and Lode Mill, Cambridgeshire 

During Anglesey’s snowdrop season (24 January to 27 February) the grounds of this Jacobean house has 240 varieties of these in the garden. 

Nymans, West Sussex

This 20th-century garden is famed for its amazing collection of rare and important plants. At the start of spring, displays of snowdrops as well as camellias and magnolias underplanted with a host of daffodils and grape hyacinths. 

The bulb meadow in the Wall Garden is full of snowdrops and early narcissus and there are rare hellebores all around the garden.

Dunham Massey, Cheshire

Britain’s largest winter garden contains almost 700 different plant species and a further 1,600 shrubs specifically bred for the 7 acre wonder. 

Kingston Lacy, Dorset 

The garden at Kingston Lacy has thousands of snowdrops transforming the garden into a sea of white. Special snowdrop openings are a tradition at Kingston Lacy.

Fountains Abbey and Studley Royal, Yorkshire 

This World Heritage Site, set in 323 hectares of countryside, offers an opportunity to appreciate the range of England's heritage and natural beauty. 

Walk on a white carpet of snowdrops in early spring while exploring the 12th-century abbey ruins and amble through the landscaped Georgian water garden of Studley Royal.

Attingham Park, Shropshire

During Attingham’s snowdrop season (22 January – 27 February), the woodland floor transforms into a carpet of snowdrops. The chance to stroll around this estate between Shrewsbury and the River Severn.

Chirk Castle, Wrexham

These award-winning gardens contain clipped yews, herbaceous borders, shrub and rock gardens, as well as a terrace with views over the Cheshire and Salop plains. In early spring appear through the woodland. 

The Argory, Co. Armagh

With a backdrop of scenic walks and courtyard displays, there is a fine display of snowdrops and other spring bulbs on this riverside estate.  

Visit : www.nationaltrust.org.uk. Contact : sally.airey@nationaltrust.org.uk  

 
	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Swissôtel Istanbul and Berlin

Swissôtel The Bosphorus, Istanbul and Swissôtel Berlin have been voted among the world’s best places to stay by the readers of the prestigious luxury travel magazine. 

Swissôtel The Bosphorus, Istanbul, a member of the “Leading Hotels of the World”, is situated on the European side of the city and lies in a park, which is part of the former sultan’s palace, the Dolmabahce Palace. 

The Swissôtel Berlin, located in the heart of West-Berlin, is a modern business hotel with its Restaurant 44 having views to the city’s Kurfürstendamm. Both deluxe hotels are on the Condé Nast Traveler Gold List.

Visit : www.swissotel.com. Contact : Eva-Maria Panzer at Eva-Maria.Panzer@swissotel.com.

Shute Barton, Devon UK

Shute Barton, near Axminster in east Devon, dates back to the 13th century and is part of what was a larger family house owned by the Bonville family. 
It has stood through a staggering amount of history from the dissolution of the monasteries through to the Second World War.

The house – which has reputedly the largest fireplace in England where two oxen could be roasted at once - was given to the National Trust in 1959 by the Carew Pole family. Cousins of this family, the Pole Carews, lived there until 2009.  
The medieval manor house has now been added to the National Trust’s portfolio. Guests can dine under original paintings belonging to the Carew Pole family, sleep in antique beds and look out of the original windows to views little altered over the centuries. 
Visit : www.nationaltrustcottages.co.uk. Contact:  Jane Travis at jane.travis@nationaltrust.org.uk 

The Mount Nelson Hotel, Cape Town

Orient-Express’ iconic hotel in Cape Town, the Mount Nelson Hotel has opened its Planet restaurant.

Orient-Express’ first came into being in 1883 as one of the world’s most exciting and indulgent train journeys.  

Today the name embraces hotels, cruises and other luxury rail adventures in 24 countries, across five continents.  

In addition to the Mount Nelson in Cape Town, Rio’s Copacabana Palace, the Grand Hotel Europe in St. Petersburg and Maroma Resort & Spa on Mexico’s Riviera Maya there are six luxury tourist trains and two river cruise operations. 

Visit : www.mountnelson.co.za and www.orient-express.com. Contact : Vicky Legg at  vicky.legg@orient-express.com.
W London, Leicester Square
The sleek new W London-Leicester Square hotel opens Febryuary 2011 and claims to be the latest architectural icon for the city. The hotel will feature 192 stylish guest rooms, a W The Store retail outlet, as well as a destination restaurant and a signature bar experience. 

Visit : www.starwoodhotels.com. Contact : Anna Hann at anna.hann@starwoodhotels.com. 

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 
· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 
· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 
· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.orlandoinfo.com. Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@orlandocvb.com.
· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis. 

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622. 
Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups
The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

Interface Images

World travel photographer David Smith of Interface Images is offering ITWA members a 50% discount on all image licenses and fine art prints ordered online from 8,000 + new images of world location, ethnic life, culture, smiling faces, lifestyle and cruise ship life images across 6 continents. 
For Alliance members this discount means a large travel image source for your stories, web sites and Blogs with prices starting at less than $US10 per image. 

Visit www.interfaceimages.com for easy search, amazing photo story galleries, instant image downloads and social networking links. Alliance members must enter the coupon code ITWA at checkout to get the discount. 
David has also produced a Travel Photography Today DVD ideal for Alliance members with two hours of live photo tips and hints for all travellers and photographers playable on all computers and NTSC TV systems and can be ordered online at http://www.imagebyinterface.com/products.htm

Contact David Smith at dave@interfaceimages.com
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.
Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency. 

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Features on Asia

James Durston, senior editor at a high profile travel/lifestyle/cultural website based in and on Asia, is looking for freelance writers and photographers for Asia-based stories. 

Applicants should have several years' professional writing experience, preferably about travel, and have a sound knowledge of their subject. Most importantly they should write honestly about their experiences. 

The site hopes to become the most authoritative hub for Asia-based travel/culture content, and we want to do it with an edgy, fun, irreverent voice.

 

Applicants need not necessarily be based in Asia permanently, but must have demonstrable experience and knowledge of their subjects. 

Articles about China, South Korea, Vietnam, Cambodia, Indonesia, the Philippines and Malaysia are of key interest, but pieces on any Asian countries and cities will also be considered. 

Please email any inquiries and/or pitches to James Durston at james.durston@turner.com or call on +852 3128 3112. 

Pierre & Vacances in Spain

European self-catering accommodation specialist Pierre & Vacances has expanded its Spanish portfolio by adding two new properties for 2011. 

The residences, in the Mediterranean coastal towns of Benidorm and Torremolinos, will be available for guests between April and November. 
                                                           
The newly built Résidence Maeva Benidorm is located in the centre of Benidorm, 600 metres from the beach. 

Maeva Stella Polaris Torremolinos has been fully renovated by Pierre & Vacances and lies in the heart of Torremolinos. 


The six established Pierre & Vacances Spanish properties include 

· Benalmádena Principe in Benalmádena Town on the Costa del Sol, which lies 200 metres from the beach, and 

· three properties around the charming, coastal town of Altea- in the hills, on the beach and in the port.

Visit : www.pv-holidays.com. For press trips contact : Amelia Astley Birtwistle at amelia@saltmarshpr.co.uk.  
 

Interface Images

World travel photographer David Smith of Interface Images is offering ITWA members a 50% discount on all image licenses and fine art prints ordered online from 8,000 + new images of world location, ethnic life, culture, smiling faces, lifestyle and cruise ship life images across 6 continents. 

For Alliance members this discount means a large travel image source for your stories, web sites and Blogs with prices starting at less than $US10 per image. 

Visit www.interfaceimages.com for easy search, amazing photo story galleries, instant image downloads and social networking links. 

Alliance members must enter the coupon code ITWA at checkout to get the discount. 

David has also produced a Travel Photography Today DVD ideal for Alliance members with two hours of live photo tips and hints for all travellers and photographers playable on all computers and NTSC TV systems and can be ordered online at http://www.imagebyinterface.com/products.htm

Contact David Smith at dave@interfaceimages.com
Champagne-Ardenne, France

New attractions in Champagne-Ardenne include : 

The Renoir Project at Essoyes “Du côté de Renoir”  (Aube) 

Renoir’s wife, Aline Charigot, was born in Essoyes and they returned every summer to their house there, which still belongs to the family.  A €2 million cultural project over the last three years has transformed Essoyes into ‘an artists’ village’.  

Visit : www.essoyes.fr.  

Treetop Champagne Bar 

Unique in Europe, the Perching Bar in the Arboxygène leisure park near the forest of Verzy, 17kms from Reims is six metres up in the trees.

Visit : www.arboxygene.eu. 

Pre en Bulles Champagne Museum

A specially-designed attraction explaining the story of champagne through a magical journey of interactive displays, scenes and electronic wizardry that explores the myths, legends and secrets of the ‘King of Wines’.   

Pre-en-Bulles is located in a village in the winegrowing region just 30 minutes from Reims. 

Visit : www.pre-en-bulles.com. 

See also Events and A place to stay

Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com. To arrange press trips to Champagne-Ardenne contact : Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. 

Adios Adventure Travel, Peru

Adios Adventure Travel is offering a free trip to an Alliance writer/photographer to Machu Picchu, Peru from March 11-16.  

The company is looking for an adventurous journalist to accompany a teacher and group of American high school students to Machu Picchu and on a service project.  

 

Adios Adventure Travel will cover all land transportation, hotels, guides, breakfasts & entry fees.  

The trip does not include air, lunches, dinners, airport departure taxes, travel insurance or tips.  Service starts and ends in Cusco, Peru.

 

Visit : www.adiosadventuretravel.com. Contact : Jacquie Whitt at jacquie@adiosadventuretravel.com
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

The Slovenian Tourist Board

The Slovenian Tourist Board (STB) is a major national tourist organisation for:  

· planning and performing the promotion of our country as a tourist destination 

· linking the existing products and programmes of national importance and advancing the progress of new ones  

· establishment of the integral tourist information infrastructure, and  

· executing research and development work.

Visit : www.slovenia.info. Contact : Lucija Jager at lucija.jager@slovenia.info 


Bournemouth and Poole

Between them, Bournemouth and Poole provide an unrivalled holiday package - from the best beach in Britain to the UK’s biggest free air festival, from medieval history to cutting-edge water sports facilities.  Tourism generates in excess of £700 million for the resorts.

Visit : www.bournemouth.co.uk. Contact : Sheron Crossman at sheron.crossman@bournemouth.gov.uk 

Arkansas River Tours

Arkansas River Tours operate a whitewater rafting and guided float fishing business on the Arkansas River, Gunnison Gorge and Dolores River in Colorado and the Rio Chama in New Mexico. The company offers many specialty trips including photography workshops, Plein Air painting trips, guide training, team building and teen whitewater camps.

Visit : www.arkansasrivertours.com. Contact : Bob Hamel at bob@arkansasrivertours.com



Catalina, California

Discover Southern California’s favorite island destination - Catalina. For family fun, outdoor adventures or romance, Catalina Island is the place to be. 

Catalina features a variety of accommodations, from budget to luxury, and fun and exciting outdoor adventures.  

Ride Southern California’s newest zip line, snorkel in the crystal blue waters teeming with colorful fish, kayak the coastline, or hike or bike on trails to explore hidden harbors and view dramatic shoreline vistas.

Just an hour away from several Southern California ports. 

Visit : www.CatalinaChamber.com. Contact : Donna Harris at dharris@catalinachamber.com
Missouri Division of Tourism

The vision of the Missouri Division of Tourism's is to lead Missouri in becoming one of America's most memorable tourist destinations. MDT promotes Missouri through the annual Travel Guide, website, media relations, social media and weekly news release distribution.

Visit : www.VisitMO.com. Contact : Sarah Luebbert at sarah.luebbert@ded.mo.go. 


Palm Beach County Convention and Visitors Bureau

The Palm Beach County Convention and Visitors Bureau is the official destination marketing organization for Palm Beach County, Fla. 

Tourism is among Palm Beach County’s major industries generating a direct annual economic impact of $2.8 billion in the local economy, producing $23 million dollars in bed-tax revenue and lodging sales of approximately $623 million.

Visit : www.PalmBeachFL.com. Contact : Carli Smith at csmith@palmbeachfl.com.

Villaitana

Villaitana is Spain's prestigious wellness, golf and business resort. Visit : www.villaitana.com Contact : Patrick Lennon at mail@patricklennon.com.


Backroads Africa

Ingrid Geertsema and Maggie Messitt, run a boutique agency that caters for explorers like themselves - people who would rather self-navigate their journey through the backroads of the continent we call home, rather than to view Africa through the pages of a typical guide book or the mainstream itineraries of large tour companies. 

That vision has culminated into Backroads Africa…..where tourists become travellers.


Visit : www.backroadsafrica.com. Contact : Ingrid Geertsema at ingrid@backroadsafrica.com



Equatortrekking.com

Equatortrekking.com is a travel company made of Ecuadorian nature-lovers who have travelled extensively through the wild corners of their country; and never stopped being surprised by its marvels. It is this profound affection for Ecuador what motivated us to create Equatortrekking and share it with you. 

As owners and founders of Equatortrekking we are still involved in the day-to-day operation of the office and our travel programs, this gives our friends a unique treat direct from us. 

We are adventure tour operators based in Ecuador and the rest of South America by providing first class services. 

Our company specializes in adventure travel exploring the amazing corners that this magnificent country offers; we travel from the vast Amazon jungle to the Enchanted Galapagos Islands without feeling the huge Andes Mountains.  

Visit : www.equatortrekking.com. Contact : Mateo Ponce at mponce@equatortrekking.com. 


UzbekTraveller.com

The web portal UzbekTraveller.com was founded in October, 2009 to respond to the growing interest of individual travelers and Travel Agencies worldwide in the post-Soviet countries of the Great Silk Road as new tourism destinations. 

We utilize all modern Internet technologies to promote the tourism potential of the Central Asian & Transcaucasian countries and to highlight the infrastructure, attractions, customs, history and many other tourism related features of these countries to the visitors of our site.


Visit : www.uzbektraveller.com. Contact : Davron Khusanov at info@uzbektraveller.com


TravelMole.com

TravelMole.com is the first online community for the Travel and Tourism Industry, established in 1998. 

Today TravelMole.com and TravelMole.TV publishes 15 eNewsletters and broadcasts hundreds of videos to over 450,000 travel & tourism industry professional registered members and subscribers, as well as 30 million consumers in 132 countries. This includes the highly acclaimed VISION on Sustainable Tourism publication.


Visit : www.TravelMole.com. Contact : Graham McKenzie Graham@TravelMole.com



Agencies

International Hotel and Service Group

International Hotel and Service Group provides businesses in the tourism industry the information, skills and resources to continually grow and increase profitability.

Our main services include:

· Service Reviews- Our staff undertake a comprehensive review of the quality of services at hotels, then provide a detailed report with suggestions on how improvements could be implemented.

· Marketing- We deal with all aspects of marketing, from promotions to special events. Our experienced staff use a range of media (eg. magazines, TV, social networking) to promote your company

· International Marketing- We specialise in providing marketing solutions to overseas clients who wish to promote their services to an Australian audience

Visit : www.internationalhg.com. Contact : Ellie Shedden at ellie@internationalhg.com. 


Patrick Lennon Associates

Established over 25 years, Patrick Lennon Associates is an experienced travel and leisure industry marketing and public relations consultancy.

Visit : www.patricklennon.com. Contact Patrick Lennon at mail@patricklennon.com. 


A Global DMC Solution

For 21 years we have used specialized knowledge of C&I travel, to put event planners in contact with the world's finest DMCs. 

All our DMCs have proven track records for creativity offering local knowledge and organization for conventions, conferences, incentives, meetings and events.  

Visit : www.dudmc.com. Contact : Nicola Mitchell at nikki@dudmc.com. 


	News


Matava Resort, Fiji

Matava Resort, Fiji’s Eco Adventure Resort, has won Best in Marine Environment Category Award at Virgin Holiday’s Responsible Tourism Awards 2010, organised by responsibletravel.com.

The resort is built on the remote island of Kadavu, Fiji’s fourth largest island, 100km south of the main island Viti Levu and bordered by the Great Astrolobe Reef.

Visit : www.matava.com and www.fijime.com. Contact : Pandora George at pandora@oliverrelations.co.uk. 

Hamilton Island and Fantasea Adventure Cruising, Australia

Hamilton Island and Fantasea Adventure Cruising have launched a “Reefsleep” package which includes two nights’ accommodation at Hamilton Island and the experience of sleeping on the Fantasea Reefworld pontoon in the heart of the Great Barrier Reef.

Visit : www.fantasea.com.au and www.hamiltonisland.com.au. Contact : Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independent-pr.co.uk.

Lions released in The Cape 

In 1842 a wild lion was shot in South Africa’s Karoo, and the National Park has been lion-less until December 2010 when two lions, two lionesses and four cubs were released into the Great Karoo. 

Visit : www.expertafrica.com). Contact : Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk.

Iceland Express

Iceland Express is adding direct flights from Edinburgh, Dublin and Belfast to Reykjavik. All flights will connect to Iceland Express’ USA routes and will offer a stopover in Reykjavik at no extra charge.

Visit : www.icelandexpress.com. Contact : Amelia Astley Birtwistle at amelia@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 


	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Trusted Adventures Travel Alliance

The Trusted Adventures Travel Alliance helps finds active walking, rafting, cycling, cruising and trekking trips throughout The Americas, Europe, Asia, Oceania, Antarctica and Africa.

Members include :

· Austin-Lehman Adventures (Africa) : www.austinlehman.com
· Great Alaska (Kenai Peninsula) : www.greatalaska.com
· The Wayfarers (Italy) : www.thewayfarers.com 

· Myths and Mountains (Indonesia, Myanmar and Cambodia) : www.mythsandmountains.com
· Wildland Adventures (Borneo) : www.wildland.com
· ROW Adventures (Baja, Mexico) : www.rowadventures.com
· Western River Expeditions (Moab, Utah) : www.westernriver.com
· American Safari Cruises (Hawaii) : www.americansafaricruises.com
Visit : www.trustedadventures.com. Contact: Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com. 

Blue Cruises

Blue Cruises along the non toeristic Turkish shore stopping at little villages and authentic historical places. Visit : www.mavitravel.nl. Contact : Jolanda van den Born at info@mavitravel.nl.

Adios Adventure Travel

Adios Adventure Travel offers land- accommodations in the Galapagos Islands including eclectic lodges inspired by volcanic rocks, treehouses or raised tents.

Visit : www.adiosadventuretravel.com. Contact : Jacquie Whitt at jacquie@adiosadventuretravel.com
Southern Cross Blue Cruising

Southern Cross Blue Cruising runs cruises on luxury, hand-crafted wooden gulets sailing through the Aegean and Mediterranean coasts of Turkey and Greece. 

Sailings take in ancient coastlines with Roman, Byzantine and Crusader ruins, including sunken cities all of which are only accessible from the sea. 

Visit : www.southerncrossbluecruising.com.

Contact : Dina Street at info@southerncrossbluecruising.com. 

Mexica Chica

Mexica Chica provides luxury learning vacations to women in Mexico's Yucatan peninsula including art workshops, culinary tours and Spanish immersion trips. 

Visit : www.mexicachica.com. Contact : Claudette Elizondo at claudette@mexicachica.com.

Tuscan Dream

Tuscan Dream specialises in the Italian region of Tuscany, considered one of the most romantic regions of the world. 

The company offers customised tours and activities in the top exclusive locations.

Visit : www.tuscandream.com. Contact : Caroline at carolina@tuscandream.co.uk.

Philippine Trails

Philippine Trails specialises in tailor made holiday and group tours to the Philippines promote Philippine Culture and it's Wonderful Beaches.

Visit : www.philippinetrails.com. Contact : Lucita McFadden at lucy@philippinetrails.com. 

Body and Soul International

Body and Soul International and Body and Soul Brazil represent a network of DMCs of nearly 50 destinations and organise workshops for the travel industry in Amsterdam, Brussels, Warsaw, Copenhagen and Oslo in November. 

Visit : www.bodyandsoulinternational.com. Contact Els van Oldenbarn at evelels@bodyandsoulinternational.com. 

AnnaKrakTour-Travel Agency

The AnnaKrakTour-Travel Agency runs business travel, leisure travel and city tours in Poland and Europe.

Visit : www.annakraktour.pl. Contact : Anna Korzeniowska at marketing2@annakraktour.pl.

Holiday Tours

Holiday Tours is the largest corporate travel & tours company in Malaysia with extensive network in Indonesia, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam, Taiwan, Macau, Hongkong, South Korea, Japan, Australia, NZ, Europe and the USA. 

Visit : www.holidaytours.com.my. Contact : limmatthew@hotmail.co.uk.  

Backroads Africa

Backroads Africa, is a small travel agency in South Africa that specialises in self-navigated, independent and adventurous travel. 

Visit : www.backroadsafrica.com. Contact : Ingrid Geertsema at ingrid@backroadsafrica.com.

Blue Ocean Cruises, Mumbai 

Blue Ocean Cruises, Mumbai are the only cruise company in India to operate luxury cruises along the coast of India covering Mumbai, Goa and Lakshadweep(island in the Arabian Sea). 

Visit : www.blueoceancruises.com. Contact : udit@blueoceancruises.com. 

Wildpath Tours & Travel

Wildpath Tours & Travel offer a portfolio of safaris and tours to Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, and Rwanda. 


Visit: www.wildpathtours.com. Contact Keziah at info@wildpathtours.com. 

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

Events in Malta

Events on the Southern European island of Malta during 2011 include :

Feast of the Shipwreck of St. Paul, Valletta

19 February 2011

The first of Malta’s major feasts is celebrated in the Parish Church of St. Paul in Valletta and remembers the saint's miracles after he took refuge on the island. A procession carries his statue through the streets accompanied by marching bands and fireworks. 

Malta Marathon (Rabat – Silema)

27 February 2011

The Malta Marathon has some 700-800 local and international athletes participating each year. The race begins at the gates of the medieval Mdina, taking athletes through pretty countryside and villages and finishing at the seaside resort of Sliema. 

Visit : www.maltamarathon.com 

Carnival in Malta

4 to 8 March 2011

Malta’s Carnival dates back to the 16th century when Maltese and the Knights of St John would hold a week-long event leading up to Ash Wednesday. Today, carnival is celebrated in towns and villages, but especially in Valletta, Floriana and Nadur, Gozo. 

Malta’s International Fireworks Festival, Valletta

29 and 30 April 2011

Malta’s fireworks goes back to the time of the Order Of the Knights of St. John. The event with a Grand Harbour backdrop will feature fireworks displays synchronized to music, as well as a series of competitive displays by Maltese fireworks factories. 

Visit : www.visitmalta.com. 

Malta Spring Fest (Festa tar-Rebbiegha), Qormi

7 and 8th May 2011

A celebration of spring with a range of food, entertainment and stalls to promote agriculture

and Maltese crafts in the local area. 

Visit : www.qormilocalcouncil.com.

Valletta Grand Prix, Valletta, Malta

16 to 22nd May 2011

This annual historic classic car event is staged around Valletta’s ring road. The main event is the hill climb up Great Siege Road. 

Visit : www.vallettagrandprix.com. 

Malta Arts Festival

1 to 23rd July

The Malta Arts Festival brings hundreds of performance artists covering music, theatre, dance and visual arts.

Visit : www.maltaartsfestival.com

Malta International Jazz Festival, Ta’ Liesse

14 to 16 July 2010

The Malta Jazz Festival is held over three nights at Ta’ Liesse, with its views of

the Grand Harbour and features a line-up of international and Maltese artists

who present an eclectic mix of jazz styles from the current musical scene.

Visit : www.maltajazzfestival.org

Also :

· Farsons Great Beer Festival, Ta’ Qali, Malta (30 July 2011) : www.farsons.com/beerfestival 

· Qala International Folk Festival, Qala, Gozo (15 September 2011) : www.qala.gov.mt 

· Malta International Air Show, Luga (24 and 25 September 2011) : www.maltairshow.com 

· Malta International Choir Festival, Floriana – Valletta (2 to 6 November 2011) : www.interkultur.com

· The Malta International Folk Festival, Various locations (28 to 30 December 2011) : www.zebbuggozo.com  

Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Martin Morans at martin.morana@visitmalta.com and Anne Kapranos at anne@essence-communications.com.

Champagne-Ardenne, France

Champagne-Ardenne, one of the 26 regions of France, is located in the northeast of the country, bordering Belgium.

The region is famous for its sparkling white wine (champagne). 

Events in Champagne-Ardenne for 2011 include : 

International Wine Festival in Epernay 

8 and 9 April 2011

A Wine Festival called ‘Vino Passion will be a showcase for all the wine regions of France. Visit : www.salon-vinopassion.fr 

World Puppet Festival, Charleville Mezières 

16 to 25 September 2011

This bi-annual event sees puppeteers and enthusiasts from all over the world flock to this vibrant, colourful festival.   

For the 50th anniversary in 2011, an extensive programme includes shows, photographic exhibitions, window displays, avant-garde performance art, and street entertainment in a carnival atmosphere where more than 30 countries are represented, attracting an estimated 150,000 visitors. 

Visit : www.ardennes.com and www.festival-marionnette.com. 

Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com. Contact : Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. 

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

House boating in Northern California

Luxury bespoke travel company Black Tomato have launched a new journey through Northern California taking in miles of untouched shoreline and staying on a luxury houseboat on Lake Shasta.

The tour starts in San Francisco with a drive through the winelands along the coastline of Mendocino, one of the greenest wine regions in the United States and home to many small family-run wineries.  

The Lakes of the Shasta Cascade region has 365 miles of unspoilt coastline and hundreds of hidden coves and inlets. 

Accommodation is on a luxury houseboat for four nights and relax into lakeside life.  

Visit : www.blacktomato.com. Contact : Emma Hill at emma@hillanddeanpr.com.

San Diego

San Diego is often overlooked by visitors to California but Black Tomato have found the best bits of outdoor city life.

Experiences including:

· private surf lessons at Torrey Pines City Beach Park, better known as Blacks Beach

· scuba diving through the giant kelp forests off La Jolla shores 

· kayaking between the La Jolla Cove sea caves, and

· mountain biking or trekking.

Girard Avenue and Prospect Street in La Jolla have small boutique shops, art galleries and museums.  

Visit : www.blacktomato.com. Contact : Emma Hill at emma@hillanddeanpr.com.

Emerging European cities

lastminute.com, the UK online travel site has highlighted five emerging cities to visit in 2011

Turku, Finland

This vibrant former capital city is the European Capital of Culture for 2011 and a must visit location for travelers to Europe. 

 

Syracuse, south-east Sicily, Italy

A tranquil spot in South East Sicily that’s awash with history, Syracuse is a maze of tiny, interlocking streets and has an interesting Neapolis archaeological park, which includes ancient Greek ruins and a huge amphitheatre - The perfect spot for culture vultures.

 

Metz, France – North east, just across the Luxembourg boarder

Said to be one of France’s most underrated cities, Metz has an immediately likeable cafe terrace culture and mixture of old Roman and interesting pre-first world war German buildings as well as the newly opening, first regional branch of Paris's Pompidou Centre, the cultural hub.

 

Interlaken, Central Switzerland

Interlaken is Europe's extreme sports capital and home to the brilliantly odd theme park Mystery Park. For those planning a trip to Interlaken there are good rail connections from Zurich, Geneva and Base.

 

Cordoba, Spain

Spain’s old capital city, Córdoba, is awash with authentic Spanish tapas bars and a beautiful mixture of Islamic, Jewish and Spanish architecture.

Visit : www.lastminuet.com. Contact : Sarah Edwards at sarah.edwards@77pr.co.uk. 

Theatre in Frankfurt, Germany

Frankfurt’s playhouse will be presenting selected theatre performances with

English-language supertitles. The first plays to feature English supertitles will be Romeo and Juliet (opens 24 February 2011).

The city has a major theatre and opera scene with 20 stages hosting over 30

independent theatre groups performing concerts, opera and operetta, dance, musicals and cabaret.

English speaking visitors to Frankfurt  can visit the English Theatre, which is Europe’s largest

English-language theatre.

Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de Contact : Gisela Moser at tourismus@infofrankfurt.de.

Chiswick House Gardens, London

The Queen of The Winter Flowers (19 February to 20 March 2011), will be the first Chiswick House Camellia Festival following the £12 million restoration of Chiswick House Gardens. 

The Chiswick House Camellia collection contains rare and historically important examples of these beautiful plants. 

Visit : www.chgt.org.uk. Contact Jane Quinn at jq@boltonquinn.com.

Saga Holidays

Tour operator for the 50+ Saga Holidays has announced its top ten trips for 2011 :

Andean Adventure 

Trips to Bolivia’s beautiful salt flats, whose rippled surface, which in its entirety is the size of Hong Kong, is broken only by the occasional island.  The SAGA trip also offers the chance to stay in the unique Salt Hotel Luna Salada, built entirely from salt blocks cut from the salt flats.

The Himalayan Trail to Bhutan 

The chance to visit the mysterious Kingdom of Bhutan, considered to be one of the most isolated countries in the world on an enchanting tour which takes you from the bustling capital of India into the foothills of the Himalayas. Breathtaking scenery and the incredible Taktsang Dzong monastery clinging to a cliff face 3000 feet above the Paro Valley are highlights of this tour.

Machu Picchu and the Galapagos Islands  

Trips that visit the ruins of Machu Picchu before travelling in Darwin’s footsteps for a once in a lifetime three-night cruise around the Galapagos Islands – home to a spectacular range of wildlife and exotic species including blue-footed boobies, fur seals, pelicans, and penguins.

Borneo Rainforest Adventure 

Trips into the rainforests of Borneo for the chance to see the endangered orangutans in the Sepilok Rehabilitation Centre before cruising along the Menanggol River where you can get up close to the wonderful wildlife and observe authentic life in the riverside villages.

A Classic Kenyan Safari 

A trip for wildlife fans who will be able to search out the ‘big five’ in the Masai Mara, a vast area of undulating grassland, acacia forests and endless vistas. The best time of year to visit is between July and September when large herds of wildebeest, zebras and impala migrate through these plains.

In Search of the Royal Bengal Tiger 

A journey into the heart of Nepal in search of the mysterious Royal Bengal tiger. This rare and beautiful creature is difficult to spot, but the sights on the way will be worth it as this tour offers the snow-capped Himalayas, exotic bazaars, jungle safaris on elephant back and jungle and mountain lodges to stay in.

Jordan, Land of Ancient Wonders 

Trips into the Jordanian mountains to the fascinating city of Petra, with a necropolis of magnificent temples that were cut into towering cliffs of red, pink and orange sandstone some 2,400 years ago.

Trekking in the High Atlas Mountains 

Active explorers visit the scenic High Atlas Mountains in Morocco, the largest mountain range in North Africa, where local Berber communities have retained their traditional way of life for centuries. 

Azores Island Hopping 

Home to an abundance of wildlife, colourful flora, mountains and bubbling hot springs the Azores owes its natural beauty to volcanic activity. 

Everest Explorer Trek 

Mount Everest is the world’s highest mountain and the Everest Explorer Trek is a trip for travellers looking for a challenge. Starting from Kathmandu customers will trek through the foothills of the Himalayas and see how the dignified Nepalese people live in these remote mountains.

Visit : www.sagaholidays.co.uk. Contact : Carl Catterall at carl.catterall@saga.co.uk 

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Champagne-Ardenne, France

Hotel Jean Moet, Epernay (Marne) 

This elegant 18th century mansion has been restored in period style.   

The central location is ideal for exploring the Avenue de Champagne and Epernay’s many culinary and cultural attractions. The hotel features a tasting bar and 12 spacious rooms with Louis XV furnishings.  

Visit : www.hoteljeanmoet.com. 

Hôtel la Source Bleue, Villiers-sur-Marne (Haute-Marne) 

Opens Spring 2011

Named after the ex azure blue water where visitors can fish, the mill’s reputed restaurant will be complemented by an 11-room hotel, featuring spacious art-deco guestrooms.  

Visit : www.hotelsourcebleue.com. 

Hotel Domaine du Château du Faucon, Donchery (Ardennes) 

Opens end 2011

This renovated château will offer 13 spacious rooms and suites.  

Visit : www.domaine-chateau-du-faucon.com (not yet live).

Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com. To arrange press trips to Champagne-Ardenne contact : Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. 

Historic Hotels of America

Historic Hotels of America represents hotels that have faithfully maintained their historic integrity and architecture. 

To be selected, a hotel must be at least 50 years old, listed in or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, or recognized as having historical significance.

New members of the Historic Hotels of America group include :

The Omni Severin

Indianapolis, Indiana, USA

The Hotel Severin opened in 1913 and thrived from the 300 passenger trains that stopped across the street at historic Union Station. Built by Henry Severin, Jr. with help from the founders of Indianapolis Motor Speedway, the hotel represented the height of luxury. 

A recent restoration added 200 guestrooms while preserving much of the original hotel, including the Austrian crystal chandelier, marble staircase, and ornate railings of the main lobby. 

The Omni Royal Orleans

New Orleans, Louisiana, USA

The building that houses the Omni Royal Orleans has stood at the corner of St. Louis and Royal since the 1830s.

Designed by famed architect Arthur David and constructed to the exacting specifications of the Vieux Carre Commission, the corner builing opened as a 346-room hotel in 1960 and featured arches, Spanish wrought iron railings, and a mansard roof in the style of the French Quarter. 

The Omni Parker House

Boston, Massachusetts, USA

Harvey Parker came to Boston with a dollar in his pocket in 1825. In 1855, he opened The Parker House, now the longest continuously operating hotel in the U.S. 

The hotel has hosted every president since Ulysses S. Grant, and was also home to The Saturday Club, which included some of the brightest figures from America's Golden Age of Literature. 

Historic Parker's Restaurant is known for inventing the Boston Cream Pie and for its famous Parker House Rolls.

Radisson Martinique on Broadway

New York City, New York, USA

The Hotel Martinique on Broadway was designed by architect Henry Hardenbergh.

The hotel sponsored a luncheon in 1916 led to the founding of the PGA. Many of the hotel's original design elements remain today, including the mosaic-tile floor and 18-story spiral staircase in the lobby. 

Visit : www.historichotels.org. Contact : Nichole L. DiBenedetto at ndibenedetto@preferredhotelgroup.com. 

	Ongoing press trip opportunities


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 

· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.orlandoinfo.com. Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@orlandocvb.com.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 


· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.

· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com.

· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.

· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 

· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.

· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.

· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.

· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 

· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    

· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 

Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 

Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 

· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups

The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 

The Leisure Pass

The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

Interface Images

World travel photographer David Smith of Interface Images is offering ITWA members a 50% discount on all image licenses and fine art prints ordered online from 8,000 + new images of world location, ethnic life, culture, smiling faces, lifestyle and cruise ship life images across 6 continents. 

For Alliance members this discount means a large travel image source for your stories, web sites and Blogs with prices starting at less than $US10 per image. 

Visit www.interfaceimages.com for easy search, amazing photo story galleries, instant image downloads and social networking links. 

Alliance members must enter the coupon code ITWA at checkout to get the discount. 

David has also produced a Travel Photography Today DVD ideal for Alliance members with two hours of live photo tips and hints for all travellers and photographers playable on all computers and NTSC TV systems and can be ordered online at http://www.imagebyinterface.com/products.htm

Contact David Smith at dave@interfaceimages.com
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books

www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
Bradt Travel 

www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone

www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS

www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook

www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  

Inn House Publishing

www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers

www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 

Lonely Planet

www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 

www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides

www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com


Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 

www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft

www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

	The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 


______________________________________________________________________________
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


______________________________________________________________________________

Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	Issue 88 : January 2011:  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies

News : items of interest to travel journalists   

Leads : story ideas 

· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 

A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 

Ongoing initiatives

Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities

Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

Travel guides : that will offer review copies

· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency. 

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

The Sarojin, Thailand

The 56 boutique Sarojin, Thailand has been voted ‘Overall Winner’, and ‘Best Hotel in Thailand’, at the Thailand Green Awards 2010, run by Tourism Authority Thailand in association with responsibletravel.com. 

The Sarojin has launched a special “Taste of Thailand” package, offering guests a unique opportunity observe local Thai life and experience a taste of Thailand culture and way of life that cannot be found elsewhere. 

The newly created package allows guests to mix a five-star level of comfort with an interest in the local culture and the environment. It offers a range of exclusive tours to some of Thailand’s most rural areas, including: 

Visit: www.sarojin.com. For press trips to the Sarojin contact : Sarah Habicht at sarah@humewhitehead.co.uk.

Pound Ridge Golf Club, New York

Alliance members planning to visit New York City are invited to take a round of golf at Pound Ridge Golf Club, which is located 45 minutes north of the city in Westchester County. 

The course has hotel partnerships with Mandarin, Marriott, Ritz-Carlton and Hyatt. 

Visit : www.poundridgegolf.com. Contact : Shane Sharp at ssharp@buffalocommunications.com.

Boating on a Flotilla in the British Virgin Islands

Discover Boating, the national awareness program on behalf of the US recreational boating industry, invites Alliance members on assignment (and a guest) to join them for a flotilla in the British Virgin Islands to experience a variety of boating and sailing experiences in an idyllic setting. 

The focus of this flotilla is to provide a glimpse into why boaters are so passionate about the boating lifestyle via a live aboard chartering experience. 

Flotillas are the ultimate in social boating with a caravan of sail and motor yachts. Each boat will be staffed with a skipper to captain each boat throughout the journey.

 Explore somewhere new every day, visit secluded islands and experience the allure of the boating lifestyle. Daily activities include power boating, fishing, snorkeling, sailing, swimming, navigating the islands on inflatable boats and more. 

Visit www.DiscoverBoating.com. Contact Kelly Kaylor at kkaylor@nmma.org. 

Trigony House Hotel, Scotland  

Trigony House Hotel, Scotland will be happy to host Alliance members on assignment from a UK national or consumer publication or freelance members with a commission for a review visit. 

This 10-room country house hotel is situated in beautiful grounds, within four acres of stunning Scottish countryside and offers rural charm, roaring log fires, rustic, home grown food and first-class Scottish service. Perfect for a winter break, it offers a number of outdoor activities, from Land Rover safaris and falconry courses to vintage car hire and cycle tours. 

Visit : www.countryhousehotelscotland.com. Contact : Beth Kendal at beth@citruspr.co.uk.

Hidden Pousadas Brazil

Hidden Pousadas Brazil is a special collection of personally visited and recommended pousadas in Brazil’s most beautiful off the beaten track locations.

Accommodation includes eco-lodges, guesthouses, inns, bed & breakfasts and boutique hotels.

Hidden Pousadas Brazil is inviting journalists with commissions for Brazil, to stay at pousadas 

Accommodation can be arranged at all pousadas in the special collection availability permitting. To enjoy the best experience journalists are encouraged to plan trips outside high season, which is  March and July.

Visit : www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com. Contact Fola Odumosu at folario1@gmail.com.

Aqua Vista Hotels

Aqua Vista Hotels will be delighted to offer complimentary accommodation to Alliance members at all the groups hotels in Santorini, Greece.

These include : 

· Avant Garde Suites : www.avantgardesuites.com.

· Thermes Luxury Villas : www.thermesluxuryvillas.com
· Dreams Luxury Suites : www.dreamsluxurysuites.com 

· Aria Suites : www.ariasuites.com
· Adamant Suites Suites : www.adamantsuites.com
· Above Blue Suites : www.abovebluesuites.com
· Avianto Suites www.aviantosuites.com 

· Aqua Vatos Hotel www.acquavatos.com 

Visit : www.aquavistahotels.com. Contact : Eleni Koi at ek@reveal-greece.com.

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

The Frankfurt Tourist+Congress Board 

Frankfurt Tourist Board is promoting Frankfurt as a tourist destination within Germany and abroad. It provides information on hotels, attractions and provides Frankfurt Card and tour guides. Frankfurt-based, it welcomes travel journalists from all over the world, supports research on site and provides information, ideas for stories, pictures and contacts.

Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser moser@infofrankfurt.de

Nebraska Division of Travel & Tourism

The Nebraska Division of Travel & Tourism offers comprehensive information on Nebraska including the Nebraska Travel Guide, which can be viewed electronically at visitnebraska.gov. The Division’s podcasts and photo gallery will inspire you to discover all that Nebraska has to offer. And its e-newsletter will allow you stay up to date on the latest Nebraska travel news. 

Visit : www.visitnebraska.gov. Contact : Shannon Peterson at shannon.j.peterson@nebraska.gov


International Lodging Corporation

ILC is a reservation and marketing service for accommodations in Spain and Portugal. Visit : www.ilcweb.com. Contact : Chris Pappas at cpappas@ilcweb.com. 



Elite Rent a Car

Elite Rent a Car is the first European luxury car rental company for medium and short term rentals Found on 1987 from the ambitious project of a far-seeing Italian businesswoman, Ms Graziella Zanoletti, today Elite offers a wide and composite fleet of full-optional car models for any kind of need, either business or leisure. 

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Roberto Canedoli at roberto@eliterent.com 


	News


The Middle East & North Africa Travel Association

The Middle East & North Africa Travel Association (MENATA) intends to perform a similar role to other regional tourism bodies including PATA, the CTO and LATA, the respective travel associations for Pacific-Asia, the Caribbean and Latin America. 

Visit : www.menata.org. Contact : Peter Lilley at office@menata.org.

Kempinski Nile Hotel

Kempinski Nile Hotel has introduced the city’s first ottoman restaurant – Osmanly. Inspired by Egypt’s rich history with Turkey and the Ottoman Empire, guests will be able to taste freshly baked bread, meats and full flavoured fruits. 

Visit : www.kempinski.com/cairo. Contact : Emily Wilson at Emily@grifcopr.com
British Midland International (bmi)

British Midland International (bmi), has won Best Domestic Airline at the Scottish Passenger Agents’ Association Awards. 

bmi is the second largest airline at London Heathrow, from which it operates to Aberdeen; Addis Ababa; Almaty; Amman; Baku; Beirut; Belfast City; Berlin; Bishkek; Cairo; Damascus; Dammam; Dublin; Edinburgh; Freetown; Glasgow; Hanover; Jeddah; Khartoum; London Heathrow; Manchester; Moscow Domodedovo; Riyadh; Tbilisi; Tehran; Tripoli; Vienna and Yerevan.

bmi Regional operates to Aberdeen; Birmingham; Brussels; Copenhagen; East Midlands; Edinburgh; Esbjerg; Glasgow; Groningen; Leeds Bradford; Lyon; Manchester; Norwich; Zurich.


Visit : www.flybmi.com. Contact : Paul Charles at bmi@lewispr.com.

Jet2.com

Jet2.com the North UK’s leisure airline is now featuring ergonomically designed seating designed with the 95 percentile male in mind by a designer who is 6 ft 3. Each of Jet2.com’s Boeing 757 aircraft have already been refitted with the new seats, and the airline’s fleet of 737s are currently being refitted, with all to be completed by May 2011. 

Visit www.jet2.com. Contact : Rebecca Theodorou at Rebecca@lucre.co.uk. 

Suffolk Food & Drink

The UK county of Suffolk is promoting its food and drink producers, restaurants, festivals and farmers’ markets via a new marketing campaign by Choose Suffolk.

Suffolk Food & Drink – Experiences to Savour, will coincide with the annual ‘Suffolk’s Big Weekend’ in June.

Visit : www.choosesuffolk.com. Contact : Richard Ginger at Richard@choosesuffolk.com.

Qatar Airways

Qatar Airways has expanded its East African network with 12 additional flights across two capital cities – Nairobi and Dar Es Salaam.

Qatar Airways, the Doha-based airline, currently flies to 14 cities across Africa, including Alexandria, Algiers, Cairo, Luxor, Casablanca, Cape Town, Johannesburg, Khartoum, Lagos, Nairobi, Dar Es Salaam, Seychelles, Tripoli and Tunis.

Visit : visit www.qatarairways.com. Contact :  Nadya Willard at Nadya.Willard@brightergroup.com.

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Palawan harbors, the Philippines'

Palawan harbors, known over the world as the Philippines' last ecological frontier, comprises tracts of tropical rainforests, huge expanse of crystal waters, marine wilderness and white beaches.

Visit : www.asianapearlvision.com. Contact : Guy Louis Roger at guylouis@asianapearlvision.com. 

The Blue Train, South Africa

The Blue Train, one of the world’s luxury trains, has been operating since 1946. 

The most popular and frequently operated journey is a 27-hour one-way overnight journey in either direction between Cape Town and Pretoria that takes guests through the spectacular African landscapes. 

Visit : www.bluetrain.co.za. Contact : Kerri Eyre at kerri@ethosmarketing.co.uk.

The Wayfarers

The Wayfarers offers eco-sensitive walking holidays in 15 countries with 39 itineraries and 76 departure dates.  

Walks cover South Africa, Northern Ireland, Slovakia, Croatia, Czech Republic, France, England, Ireland, Wales, Scotland, Switzerland, Italy, France, New Zealand, Alaska, Maine and Southwest USA, and a barging/walk combination in Burgundy.  

The Wayfarers is also a member of Trusted Adventures.

Visit : www.thewayfarers.com and www.trustedadventures.com. Contact : Meryl Pearlstein at meryl@mdppublicity.com.

London walks

The Alfred Hitchcock Walk has partnered with London West End theatre production The 39 Steps offering participants on the walk discounts on theatre tickets.

 

London Street Markets Walk runs its annual Christmas Eve Day walk around 3 ancient London markets including Smithfield which hosts the traditional meat market auction.   

Contact : sandra shevey at sandra_shevey@yahoo.com.

von Essen hotels

von Essen hotels has added the Llangoed Hall Hotel in Brecon, Powys, Wales to its portfolio. 

Set in landscaped gardens and dating back to 1632, Llangoed Hall Hotel joins Michelin-starred Ynyshir Hall, as the Collection's second Welsh property. The von Essen hotels private collection now numbers 31 properties. 

Visit : www.vonessenhotels.com. Contact : Peter da Silva at peter.dasilva@vonessen.co.uk 

UTracks

European activity holiday specialist UTracks is adding 30 new trips to its brochure for 2011, including new destinations throughout Europe, from Sweden to Crete and from Rioja to Montenegro.

Visit www.UTracks.com. Contact : Tom Panagos at tom@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

Conservancy Safaris Namibia
Conservancy Safaris Namibia, the first community owned safari operation in Namibia, has announced departure dates and rates for 2011 with a selection of tours of the North West Kunene region and brand new tour taking in Etosha and Caprivi.

Visit : www.kcs-namibia.com.na. Contact : Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independent-pr.co.uk.

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

  

The Renoir Project at Essoyes “Du côté de Renoir”  (Aube) 

Opens Jan 2011

A €2 million cultural project over the last three years has transformed Essoyes into ‘an artists’ village’.  

The sites include a bold new visitor centre focusing on the influence of Renoir's family on his work, his life and times, with interactive medi00a and temporary exhibition space (the first of which will be a stunning collection by his famous son, film director Jean Renoir).   

Signposts around the village offer 4 different themed walkways explaining the landscapes Renoir loved and which inspired so much of his work.  A new impressionist garden features flowers from his paintings.  Renoir’s studio itself is one of the highlights.   

Visit : www.essoyes.fr. Contact : Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
Groundhog Day, Punxsutawney, PA, USA

2 February 2011 

The celebration of Groundhog Day began with Pennsylvania's earliest settlers. Visit : www.groundhog.org. Contact : events@punxsutawney.com. 

Basel Fasnacht, Basel, Switzerland

14 to 16 March 2011

Basel Fasnacht, the biggest carnival in Switzerland, takes place annually from precisely 4.00am on the Monday after Ash Wednesday until 4.00am on the following Thursday morning.

During the 72 hours of carnival the city's historic old town is taken over by the Fasnachtler, the 12,000 participants who dress in a wide variety of outrageous costumes and masks.

Many of the old town bars and restaurants remain open throughout.

Visit : www.fasnacht.ch. Contact : Nora Vondaeniken at nora.vondaeniken@basel.com.

World Puppet Festival, Charleville Mezières, France

16 to 25 September 2011

This bi-annual event sees puppetiers and enthusiasts from all over the world flock to this vibrant, colourful festival. 

For the 50th anniversary in 2011, an extensive programme includes shows, photographic exhibitions, window displays, avant garde performance art, and street entertainment in a carnival atmosphere where more than 30 countries are represented, attracting an estimated 150,000 visitors. 

 

Two exhibitions on the puppet festival run in Charleville-Mezières until 30 January 2011 focusing on the creative process, including puppets, displays, photos and films, accompanied by a series of special events and activities.  

Visit : www.ardennes.com , www.festival-marionnette.com and www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com. Contact : : Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

Aruba Fashion Week
Autumn 2011

The Aruba Tourism Authority is launching Aruba in Style, an annual fashion, entertainment and lifestyle event in autumn 2011. 
 
It is part of an overall event management strategy for the Dutch Caribbean island. Aruba its first International Film Festival in 2010.

Contact : www.aruba.com. Contact : Tom Panagos at tom@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Taiwan 2011


The Taiwan Tourism Bureau’s  2011 marketing campaign will feature Tour Taiwan 100 and Authentic Taiwan.
 
Tour Taiwan 100 sees the introduction of over 100 new tours and different experiences on the island.

Authentic Taiwan will promote the culture and traditions of Taiwan through four key events, one for each season: 

· Taiwan Lantern Festival (Spring)

· Taiwan Cuisine Festival (Summer)

· Taiwan International Cycling Festival (Autumn), and 

· the Taiwan Hot Springs and Fein Cuisine Carnival (Winter). 

In conjunction with these events, there will also be a number of new initiatives such as ‘Taiwan Tea Adventure’ and ‘Taiwan Night Market Competitions’ designed to promote the other aspects of culture on the island.
  
Visit: www.100.taiwan.net.tw. Contact : Samantha Crossfield at samantha@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

Frankfurt, Germany 

Frankfurt am Main, commonly known simply as Frankfurt, is the largest city in the German state of Hesse and the fifth-largest city in Germany. 

The River Main, runs through the city and its museum embankment has 26 museums scenically set on or near the riverside promenade.

Thirteen museums are located directly on the southern banks with a further thirteen in close proximity.

Every summer, these museums take centre stage for the Museum Embankment Festival one of Europe’s largest cultural celebrations.

During this festival, which is traditionally held on the final weekend of August, participating museums remains open late into the night and stages, stalls and stands line the riverside promenade, offering live music, food and entertainment.

In addition to its museums Frankfurt is home to 60 theatres and independent theatre groups, including The English Theatre Frankfurt, which is Europe’s largest English-language theatre.

Frankfurt’s favourite son, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, was born in the city in 1749 and the Goethe-House, his place of birth, has been restored to its original condition.

Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at Moser@infofrankfurt.de. 

Robert Burns Birthplace Museum, Scotland 

 

The Robert Burns Birthplace Museum, which has opened in Alloway, Ayrshire, houses the most important Burns collection in the world.

The new museum is the focal point in a landscaped park where visitors can also:

 

· cross the picturesque Brig o’ Doon (from the famous epic poem Tam o’ Shanter)

· visit the 18th-century thatched cottage where Burns was born, and

· climb the Burns monument and explore the atmospheric Auld Kirk of Alloway 

Visit www.nts.org.uk. Contact : Anne Edwards at aedwards@nts.org.uk.

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

La Perla Bai Tram Hideaway Retreat, Vietnam

The La Perla Bai Tram Hideaway Retreat in Vietnam’s Phu Yen province sits on a 90-hectare plot with 900 metres of private white sand beach. 

The property is located on the coast just south of Qui Nhon, which is served by a daily Vietnam Airlines flight and rail service. It can also be reached by a half-day drive from Nha Trang to the south. 

Visit: www.epikurean.ws. Conmtact : Sarah Habicht at sarah@humewhitehead.co.uk
Excus 

Exsus is a small, privately-owned luxury tour operator covering Africa and the Far East as well as the Middle East and Indian Ocean, the Caribbean and a selection of boutique properties in Europe including : 

Jardin Escondido, Argentina 


Filmmaker Francis Ford Coppola, has added his main abode, Jardin Escondido in the quirky Palermo Soho neighbourhood of Buenos Aires, to his hotel collection. 

Escondido is a six-bedroom townhouse, now available to the public - guests can either book individual rooms or rent the whole property for groups. 

Puma Lodge, Chile 


Located in a remote area of the central Andes, the eco-designed Puma Lodge is 90 minutes drive south of Santiago International Airport.

The spectacular terrain is naturally bound by some of Chile’s tallest peaks, granting it more consistent and abundant snow conditions, as well as a considerably longer ski season than any other Heli Ski operation in the southern hemisphere. 

The lodge will accommodate a maximum of 24 guests and will include a wine cave with independent tasting room; an intimate library; a boutique ski shop; under floor heating throughout; and a full time, resident Doctor and medical facility on-site. 

Visit : www.exsus.com. Contact : Alex Allason at alexallason@lewispr.com.

Pan Pacific Hotel, Seattle

The Pan Pacific Hotel Seattle enjoys views of the city, Lake Union and the Space Needle. 

A recipient of a 2010 AAA Four Diamond Award and Trip Advisor's Travel Choice award for 'Top 25 Luxury Hotels' in the United States, Pan Pacific Seattle is part of the exclusive 2200 Westlake Plaza.

The hotel is within walking distance of upscale boutiques at Pacific Place Shopping Center and is conveniently connected to Westlake Center and scenic South Lake Union by the Seattle streetcar. 

Visit : www.panpacific.com. Contact : Molly Blaisdell at mollyb22@gmail.com. 

The Singular, Patagonia

The Singular hotel, Puerto Bories, Patagonia will open on November 2011. 

The hotel is located on the Señoret Sea Channel, a starting point for excursions to the Patagonian fjords. 

With its own boat and dock, the hotel is the only hotel in the Puerto Natales area with its own shore to the Last Hope Sound. 

The Singular is planning to open its second hotel in Santiago de Chile, by mid 2012. 

Visit : www.thesingular.com. Contact : Martina Diez-Routh at martina@traveltradeuk.com. 

Upni Duniya, Thailand

Upni Duniya is a boutique villa located on Bang Rak Beach, Koh Samui, Thailand, 10-minutes from the international airport. 

The property has a total of eight suites and one exclusive master suite, is catered to by 11 staff and features wireless internet throughout, a state-of-the art gymnasium, massage, an infinity pool, 24-hour personal butler service and serves Thai and international cuisine. 

Visit : www.upniduniya.com. Contact : David Johnson at dj@deliveringasia.com.

Donnafugata Golf Resort & Spa, Sicily 

Donnafugata Golf Resort & Spa is a luxury five-star resort is now open near the beaches of Camarina, Punta Secca and Marina di Ragusa in the heart of Baroque Sicily, near Ragusa, 

Located within a nature reserve in the large Donnafugata estate, the resort is just over an hour’s drive from Catania airport. Highlight of the resort is its two 18 hole championship golf courses.

Visit : www.nh-hotels.com. Contact : Lauren Kelly at Lauren@mason-williams.com.

Worldhotels luxury hotels 

Worldhotels global portfolio of independent properties include :

Marquis Hotel and Villas, Los Angeles : Located on the Sunset Strip, the Sunset Marquis has received a $25 million renovation, with the introduction of 40 new Mediterranean-style villas. 

Vdara Hotel & Spa, Las Vegas, USA : Vdara Hotel & Spa at City Center is an all-suite, non-smoking, eco-friendly boutique hotel close to the Strip.

RIHGA Royal Hotel Osaka, Japan : Among Japan’s largest properties, the RIHGA Royal Hotel Osaka is a self-contained community.  It boasts its own shopping mall, as well as more than 20 different restaurants and bars. 

Treasury Heritage Hotel, Brisbane, Australia : One of Australia’s grandest heritage buildings has been transformed into a hotel as part of the Treasury Casino complex.

The Essex Resort & Spa, Burlington, USA : Located on 18 acres between the Green Mountains and Lake Champlain, The Essex has 120 guest rooms and suites. Guests can soar above the Lake Champlain Valley in the hotel’s hot air balloon.

Hotel Fort Canning, Singapore : Opened in November 2010, this five-star property offers 86 individually designed suites and rooms. 

CASSA Hotel and Residences, New York, USA : This obelisk-shaped property is located in Manhattan.

Epoque Hotel, Bucharest, Romania : One of Worldhotels’ newest properties, the five-star 45-apartment Epoque Hotel opened in November 2010. The hotel is located near the Cismigiu Park in Bucharest.

Furama Hotel Dalian, Dalian, China : Furama Hotel Dalian is north-eastern China’s first five-star deluxe hotel. 

Visit : www.worldhotels.com. Contact : Andrea Hammes at ahammes@worldhotels.com. 

Tunisia with Preferred Hotel 

Tunisia, the northernmost country in Africa, offers history and diverse beauty on the Mediterranean coast.The Preferred Hotel group has a range of accommodationin the country including :

The Russellior

The recently opened Russelior is a luxury hotel in landscaped gardens in Hammamet, Tunisia just minutes from the marina and city centre.

Due to its beaches, Hammamet it is a popular destination for swimming and water sports. It was the first tourist destination in Tunisia and is located in the south east of the northern peninsula of Cap Bon in the Governorate of Nabeul. 

Villa Didon, Carthage, Tunisia

The exclusive villas are in the heart of Carthage overlooking the sea and mountains. Carthage is located on the eastern side of Lake Tunis.

Preferred Hotel Grou is a provider of 800 independently owned and operated hotels and resorts in over 70 countries around the world.  

Visit : www.PreferredHotels.com.. Contact : Laura Duncan at Laura@lucre.co.uk.

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 

· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.orlandoinfo.com. Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@orlandocvb.com.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 


· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.

· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com.

· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.

· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 

· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.

· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.

· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.

· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 

· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    

· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 

Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 

Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 

· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups

The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 

The Leisure Pass

The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books

www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
Bradt Travel 

www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone

www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS

www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook

www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  

Inn House Publishing

www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers

www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 

Lonely Planet

www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 

www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides

www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com


Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 

www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft

www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

	The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
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	The world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

Providing independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


______________________________________________________________________________

Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
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