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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with formal recognition of their status and standing in the profession and a range of opportunities from Alliance travel partners.

Contact Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com.




	Job shop


The International Travel Writers Alliance Job Shop has been created to enable the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.

Addition services through Job shop
The Alliance’s travel journalists can also :

· create an anonymous job seeker profile or upload a CV for potential employers to search through 
· set up Job Alerts so as to be notified if a job is posted that matches the journalists skills or interests, and
· access job searching tools and tips 
Visit : www.jobtarget.com/home/home.cfm?site_id=14773
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Adrian Hoteles

Adrian Hoteles is a family-run chain of three exceptional hotels in Costa Adeje, Tenerife. 

The portfolio includes some of the most luxurious accommodations in the south of the island. 

Visit : www.adrianhoteles.com. Contact : Polly Martin at Polly@humewhitehead.co.uk.

Bradenton, Florida

Comprised of seven communities, each with its own distinct personality, the Bradenton area is united in inviting tourists from around the world to come experience Real.Authentic.Florida.  
Anna Maria Island earned a TripAdvisor Travelers’ Choice Award as one of the Top Ten Islands in the United States.  
Six of our beaches now have the prestigious “Blue Wave Certification” from the Clean Beach Coalition. 
In 2013, the Bradenton Area attracted nearly 2.9 million visitors.  More than 980,000 of them stayed overnight enjoying our unspoiled island beaches, seaside villages, charming downtowns, eco adventures and unique experiences.

Visit : www.bradentongulfislands.com. Contact : Claire
Barrett at claire@goshpr.co.uk

The Hideaways Club

The Hideaways Club has a portfolio of exquisite properties located in some of the world’s most desirable locations, with holidays accessed through a luxury destination and lifestyle club. 

Members are successful individuals from the worlds of business, media, sport and fashion, all of whom expect high standards when it comes to their leisure time. 

They enjoy the benefits of being able to invest in, and holiday in, a range of luxury homes for all seasons with The Hideaways Club.

Visit : www.thehideawaysclub.com. Contact : Annabel Hillary at Annabel@humewhitehead.co.uk. 

Tristar Worldwide Chauffeur Services

Tristar Worldwide Chauffeur Services is one of the world’s leading chauffeur drive companies with a fleet of more than 500 vehicles. 

Operating through a network of offices and affiliates in more than 80 countries, Tristar delivers over 500,000 passengers safely to their destinations every year. 

Its industry-leading service and performance means that some of the best-known companies and brands worldwide trust Tristar to deliver.

Visit : www.tristarworldwide.com. Contact : Natalie Still at Natalie@humewhitehead.co.uk.

Yangshuo Mountain Retreat, Yangshuo Guilin, South China

The Yangshuo Mountain Retreat, which is celebrating it's 15th year in 2015, is a flagship property for Yangshuo hotels. 

The riverside Retreat was originally conceived as a simple eco-lodge where expat friends could escape from the chaos of polluted mega-cities. 

As the grew in popularity, it was necessary to continually upgrade accommodation, add wireless broadband and a restaurant, offering a simple farm-to-table menu with a few western favourites and fine wines and Belgian beers

The Yangshuo Mountain Retreat will be sponsoring river cruises and other events during 2015.

Visit : www.yangshuomountainretreat.com. Contact : Chris Barclay at chris@shaxichina.com.

Daydream Destinations (USA)

Daydream Destinations offers distinctive, hand-crafted getaway experiences that encompass the character and spirit of awe-inspiring locations, taking care of everything from arrival to departure.

Visit : www.daydream-destinations.com. Contact : Kirsten Michel at planmytrip@daydream-destinations.com. 


EVA Air

EVA Air is Taiwan’s leading independent airline and the first in the world to give passengers a premium economy choice. 

The airline operates daily flights from London Heathrow to Taipei via Bangkok. Numerous onward connections are available throughout Asia and to Australia from Taiwan. 

EVA Air uses streamlined, energy-efficient, next-generation aircraft that promise comfortable, safe and efficient flying experiences – recognised worldwide for its warm, friendly service.

Visit : www.evaair.com. Contact : Sarah Habicht at Sarah@humewhitehead.co.uk. 

Lisbon - Turismo de Lisboa

Portugal’s national capital, Lisbon, boasts one of the longest histories, warmest climates and bustling nightlife of any major European city alongside its dramatic location sprawled along seven hills overlooking the River Tagus and Portugal’s west coast. 

Known for its year-round sunshine and beauty, Lisbon’s grand architecture and old-world charm mingles with chic streets, galleries, lively nightlife and a centre which gives way to sandy beaches just minutes away. 

It also one of the most affordable capitals in Europe, perfect for a city break or short haul escape.

Visit : www.visitlisboa.com. Contact : Polly Martin at Polly@humewhitehead.co.uk.

The Sarojin

The Sarojin is one of Thailand’s award-winning resorts, located on a secluded 11 km white sand beach in picture perfect Khao Lak. 

Designed in a modern Asian style, the 56 guest residence offers easy access to the world-famous dive sites of the Similan and Surin Islands, as well as to five beautiful national parks. 

Stylish restaurants, a spa and the opportunity for guests to create their own experiences, such as Thai cooking classes with Chef Jui by a rainbow waterfall, make for a unique stay at The Sarojin.

Visit : www.sarojin.com. Sarah Habicht at Sarah@humewhitehead.co.uk.

Berlin Convention Office

The Berlin Convention Office is the official representative of the city of Berlin in the field of conventions, meetings, company events and incentives. 

The company was founded in 2001 and has since helped to establish the city’s profile as one of the greatest conference and incentive destinations in the world. 

Berlin’s combination of excellent infrastructure and value-for-money, along with its rich and vibrant culture, makes it a wonderful convention metropolis and an ideal choice for event organisers from around the globe.

Visit : www.berlin-convention-office.de. Contact : Lisa Stewart at Lisa@humewhitehead.co.uk

Sue Whitehead – Sue@humewhitehead.co.uk. 
Tenerife Tourism Corporation

Tenerife is the largest of the Canary Islands and one of the most popular and easily accessible holiday destinations for UK travellers. 

Its levels of sunshine, diverse landscapes, beaches and charming villages make the island a year round destination, while its activities include year-round whale watching to Spain’s tallest peak and one of the world’s largest lava tubes.

Visit : www.webtenerife.com. Contact : Enrique Martin at Enrique@humewhitehead.co.uk.

Travel Indochina

Since its inception in 1993, Travel Indochina has become a world leader in operating small group journeys, luxury river cruises and tailor-made travel to the ‘real’ Asia. 

Focusing on intimate group tours with group sizes of 16 people, the company offers a range of itineraries through :
	· Vietnam

· Cambodia

· Laos
	· Burma 

· Thailand

· India
	· China

· Tibet, and 

· Japan


These smaller groups enable travellers to gain the best from both worlds – greater access to the local culture and plenty of opportunity for independent exploration.

Visit : www.travelindochina.co.uk. Contact : Guy Hough at Guy@humewhitehead.co.uk. 
	News


The Bradenton Area Riverwalk Regatta, Florida.

6 and 7 February 2015 

The Bradenton Area will host its first ever Formula 2 (F-2) powerboat regatta along the Manatee River in Bradeton Florida. 
F-2 tunnel boats can explode from 0-100/mph in less than four seconds and hit four-plus G’s. 
On shore, spectators will be able to enjoy :

	· the Powerboat Superleague

· HydroDrag jet skiers


	· the Extreme Pogo stunts, and 

· the Zambelli fireworks display.




Visit: www.bradentongulfislands.com/riverwalk-regatta. Contact : Claire Barrett at claire@goshpr.co.uk. 

Paradise Beach Nevis, the Caribbean

The Paradise Beach, which opens on the Caribbean island of Nevis on 15 January 2015, will be the only villa option located directly on the beach.

Each villa features hand-woven thatched roofs with 20-foot vaulted ceilings and privacy walls enclosing lush gardens.

Within the resort is an outdoor dining pavilion and a waterfall pool overlooking the Caribbean and neighboring St. Kitts or beautiful gardens. Guests will also enjoy a concierge and butler service and a private chef can be arranged.

Visit : www.paradisebeachnevis.com. Contact : Cherise Stevens at Cherise@cam-pr.com. 
A Room With A View, Andaz Liverpool Street, London 

Andaz Liverpool Street, East London’s 5 star hotel has revealed One Day Walk by Patrick Vale and Paul Davis - the second in the hotel’s year-long East London street art series, Room With A View. 

Following the successful July 2014 launch of the Pearly Room by Chris Price and his wife and collaborator Delisia Howard, Patrick and Paul’s creation was inspired by the notion of being a flâneur in East London.

The hand painted room documents Patrick and Paul’s nine-hour journey that starts with a bacon sandwich, at their favourite breakfast spot, and then leads to the areas iconic monuments including Hawksmoor Church, St Paul’s Cathedral, Brick Lane, The Thames River and Columbia Road. 
Guests can experience One Day Walk until July 2015.

Throughout the next 9 months, Andaz Liverpool Street Hotel will play host to two additional distinctly diverse British artists: ILoveDust and Patrick Morgan, who have also been invited to hand paint one of the hotel’s king guest rooms in their own style.

Visit : www.andazliverpoolstreet.com. Contact : Lallie Fraser at Lallie@grifcopr.com.

See also : A reason to write about : The Masonic temple at the Andaz.
Backyard Travel, southern Myanmar (Burma)
Backyard Travel, an online boutique travel agency specializing in insider tours throughout Asia is offering a new sailing tour through the islands of the Mergui Archipelago, southern Myanmar (Burma)
Situated along the southern coastline of Myanmar, the Mergui Archipelago – also called the MyeikArchipelago comprises 800 islands, few of which are inhabited. 

Home to the Moken people, the MyeikArchipelago opened to tourism as recently as 2007. 

The Moken lead semi-nomadic, sea-faring lives, spending the dry season on fishing boats and returning to land for the monsoonal months. 

As such, the islands here remain untouched by development, nurturing richly diverse ecosystems both above and beneath the water. 

Accommodation options in the MerguiArchipelago are understandably limited, and the boutique cruise will be aboard a small luxury yacht.  

Bangkok based Backyard Travel also offers tailor-made tours to :
	· Vietnam

· Thailand

· Cambodia
	· Laos 

· Myanmar

· Indonesia
	· Japan and 

· China. 


Visit : www.backyardtravel.com. Contact : Contact : Maeve Nolan at Marketing@backyardtravel.com. 
B&O Railroad Museum, Baltimore

The B&O Railroad Museum in Baltimore will be re-enacting President Lincoln’s funeral procession in April 2015 to mark 150 years since his death. 

There will be an exact replica of Lincoln’s casket, as well as music and military and civilian re-enactors. For the remainder of 2015, the B&O Civil War locomotive will be decorated as Lincoln’s funeral train. 

Visit : www.borail.org. Contact : Lisa Cooper at lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com. 

 
Backes & Strauss and the English National Ballet

Backes & Strauss, the world’s oldest diamond company (est. 1789) is to continue its partnership with the English National Ballet into a second year.

English National Ballet is known for its traditional and contemporary ballet productions that tour across the UK and internationally. 

English National Ballet is committed to making ballet accessible to all, offering tickets from as little as £12 in London and £5 on tour. 

Visit : www.ballet.org.uk. Contact : Laetitia Hirschy at lsh@backesandstrauss.com and Robert James at robert.james@ballet.org.uk. 
Marti Hotels Launches sea plane transfers between Istanbul and Hemithea

Marti Hotels have launched sea plane transfers to get guests between its hotels in Istanbul and Hemithea. 

The Seabird sea plane is available to fly from Istanbul-Haliç to the Martı Marina in Hemithea.

Visit :  www.marti.com.tr. Contact : Hannah Summers at Hannah@grifcopr.com. 
Natural Retreats Handpicked – Rock and North Cornwall, UK
Natural Retreats have launched Natural Retreats Handpicked in Rock and North Cornwall, a selection of privately owned holiday homes in some of the region’s most popular holiday spots. 

The properties range from two to six bedrooms, in locations on the Atlantic coast of North Cornwall such as Rock, Polzeath, Port Isaac and Roserrow.

Visit : www.naturalretreats.co.uk. Contact : Hannah Summers at Hannah@grifcopr.com. 

YTL Launches Kasara Brand

YTL Hotels has announced the launch of the KASARA brand, a collection of exclusive luxurious hotels, resorts and residences in exotic locations in Asia.

Destinations include Hokkaido, Japan; Koh Samui, Thailand and Pulau Tiga in Borneo. 

The first property, which opens in Opening in December 2014 is the  KASARA Niseko Village Townhouse, located within Niseko Village, Japan the group’s ski resort.

Visit : www.ytlhotels.com. Contact : Emily Wilson Emily@grifcopr.com. 

The New Look Royal Palm Mauritius

Beachcomber Hotels has reopened the its flagship property Royal Palm Mauritius after a complete refurbishment.

 To mark its 30th anniversary, the Royal Palm has upgraded its communal areas, restaurants and suites and introduced 15 new Ocean Suites.

Visit : www.beachcomber-hotels.com. Contact : Emily Wilson Emily@grifcopr.com

Greater Yarmouth Tourism & Business Improvement Area 

The new Greater Yarmouth Tourism & Business Improvement Area (GYTBIA) 2015 campaign highlights 21 projects geared to helping grow Greater Yarmouth’s £530 million tourism industry by 12% with an additional £63 million a year and 1200 more jobs by 2020. 
Currently 29% of the working population in the borough is supported by tourism, comprising more than 10,000 equivalent full time jobs.
These include a number of fireworks displays and :

· beach volleyball and soccer on the sands

· a Martham Scarecrow Festival

· Brush with the Broads (bringing artists to the Broads for a painting festival), and 

· an Eating Out campaign

With 65,000 bed spaces, nearly a third of all holiday nights spent in the UK county of Norfolk are tourists staying in Greater Yarmouth. 
Visit : www.great-yarmouth.co.uk. Contact : paul dickson at paul-dickson@btconnect.com.

Haute Montagne Alpine Estate, Switzerland

Luxury ski operator, Haute Montagne has launched its new Alpine Estate in Verbier, a two challet mountainside retreat. 

Visit : www.hautemontage.com. Contact : Emily Wilson at Emily@grifcopr.com. 

ME Ibiza

ME Ibiza is the result of a complete renovation of the former s’Argamassa hotel and is located on Nikki Beach.

ME London 

ME London is located in the original headquarters of the BBC and was designed by the world famous architects Foster & Partners. 

Meliá Villaitana

Meliá Villaitana resort, formed of The Level at Meliá Villaitana and the Meliá Villaitana, has two 18 hole golf courses designed by the prestigious firm Nicklaus Design. 

Visit : www.ihotelawards.com and www.melia.com/hotels. Contact : Sophie Kelk at sophie.kelk@luchfordapm.com. 

Hudson's and Signpost sponsor BOBI

Hudson’s, the publisher of heritage and tourist information in the UK, and Signpost Hotels, the UK’s longest established hotel guide, are to be major sponsors of the Best of Britain & Ireland Show 2015. 

The leading event for domestic tourism and venues industry takes place at the NEC Birmingham from 11 to 12 March 2015. 

 

Hudson’s and Signpost Hotels will be sponsoring a dedicated ‘British Heritage Zone’ for heritage attractions and ‘Hotel Lobby Zone’ for independent hotels to exhibit at a cost effective rate.  

 

BOBI brings together 300 exhibitors with 3,000 targeted decision makers responsible for organising tourist itineraries for domestic and international visitors. 

Visit : ww.bobievent.com, www.hudsonsheritage.com and www.signpost.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at Tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk. 

Zagreb named second best destination in Europe

Croatia’s capital city, Zagreb, has been named as the second best destination in Europe according to the European Best Destinations Organization.

Zagreb was praised for its many entertainment and culture activities, including music and theatre concerts, museums and sporting events. 

The city was also commended for its wonderful architecture, making it a  place for a pleasant walk.

Visit : www.europeanbestdestinations.com. Contact : Sarah Taylor at teamcroatia@rooster.co.uk. 

Horseshoe Casino opens in Downtown Baltimore

The new Horseshow Casino in Downtown Baltimore has 100 table games, thousands of slots and a 25-table World Series of Poker room. 

The casino is now the second largest in Maryland, including a 20,000 square-foot ‘Baltimore Marketplace’, which offers food outlets, premier restaurants and lounges. 

Visit: www.baltimore.org/horseshoe and www.caesars.com/Baltimore. Contact : Lisa Cooper at lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com. 

Meliá Hotels

ME Ibiza, ME London and Meliá Villaitana, operated by Meliá Hotels, have won their national categories at the annual International Hotel Awards 2014-2015. 

Each hotel received a 5 star award, the highest category of award given at the event.

	Leads


Backyard Travel in Bhutan 

 

Backyard Travel, an online boutique travel agency specialising in tours throughout Asia, has added Bhutan to its portfolio of Asian destinations.

 

Located high in the Eastern Himalayas, Bhutan is one of Asia’s most beguiling kingdoms. 

Known for its dzong fortresses, towering peaks and lush valleys, this land-locked agrarian country offers travellers a serene and spiritual experience. 

The country’s isolation from the rest of the world has helped it foster a distinct cultural identity, seemingly untouched by the ailments of modern life.

 

Backyard Travel’s Bhutan launch comes in time for ‘Visit Bhutan 2015’, celebrating the 60th birthday of the former King, Jigme Singye Wangchuck with a programme of festivals and unforgettable events.

Backyard Travel's eight-day Camp, Trek Explore Bhutan tour showcases the Himalayan wilderness, as well as Bhutan’s dzongs, and on their ten-day Prayer Flags over Bhutan: A Pilgrimage tour travelers will seek the counsel of monks, visit scared sites and have time for meditation and reflection.

 

Visit : www.backyardtravel.com. Contact : Christian Sutton at christian@backyardtravel.com. 
The island of Flores, Indonesia 

The island of Flores in Indonesia has been named one of the world’s top ten regions to visit in Lonely Planet’s Best in Travel 2015 yearbook.

Flores was recognised for its beaches, diving, lush tropical forests, smoking volcanoes, hiking opportunities, exotic cultures and unique wildlife experiences, including the chance to get up close to Komodo dragons.

 

Travellers to Flores can island hop around tiny islands, trek Mount Kelimutu with its three coloured lakes and spotting the dragons at Komodo National Park.

 

In addition, Flores offers new tourist offices, cafes and guesthouses, as well as upgraded roads and newly-improved airports which receive daily flights from Bali. 

Visit : www.indonesia.travel/en/destination/444/the-island-of-flores and www.tourism-indonesia.co.uk.  Contact : Sarah Habicht at  sarah@humewhitehead.co.uk / guy@humewhitehead.co.uk. 
Bicycle Adventures first to offer cycling vacations to Taiwan

 

Bicycle Adventures is the first international bike company to provide guided tours by bicycle of Taiwan, an island nation little known outside of Asia.

The gateway city is Taipei and a ride on a high-speed train to Kaohsiung City, which brings cyclists to the southern end of the island to begin the tour northbound.

 

The itinerary averages about 74 kilometers a day of biking with guests stopping in aboriginal villages where people still live as they did hundreds of years ago. 

Visit : www.bicycleadventures.com. Contact: Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com. 

The Birthplace of Country Music Museum, Virginia

 

The Birthplace of Country Music Museum, which opened in August 2014, honours the legacy of the 1927 Bristol Sessions that Johnny Cash referred to as “The single most important event in the history of country music.”

In early 2015, ‘Ortohophonic Joy: The 1927 Bristol Sessions Revisted’, a two-set CD featuring remakes of 16 original Bristol Sessions songs, will be released. 

Visit : www.birthplaceofcountrymusic.org. Contact : Lisa Cooper at  lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com. 

 
Richmond, Virginia an LGBT-Friendly Travel Destination

Following a LGBT letter campaign, Richmond, Virginia has been named as a LGBT-Friendly Travel Destination. 

During September and October 2014, a campaign was launched for the residents of Richmond to write coming out letters. 

The website RichmondisOut.com is a place where LGBT travellers can learn more about the city – finding LGBT-friendly businesses, entertainment and events. 

Many LGBT travel writers highlighted the city as a travel destination with  appeal for LGBT tourists.

Visit : www.richmondisout.com. Contact : Lisa Cooper at lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com. 

Portugal Nature Trails 

Portugal Nature Trails is offering an eight-day, self-guided, hiking adventure along Portugal’s Douro River, a wine-producing region.

It is scheduled for March to June and again from September to November (grape harvest).

 

Portugal Nature Trails guests hike from eight to 16km each day through this micro climate on the Iberian Peninsula where grapes, olives and almonds are profuse. 

The grapes historically have been coached into Port wine. There are opportunities enroute for optional wine tastings.

Portugal Nature Trails is an adventure travel tour company offering guided and self-guided walking, hiking and cycling tours. 

Visit : www.portugalnaturetrails.com. Contact: Alexia Nestora at alexia@lassocommunications.com. 

Anantara Matemo Island, Mozambique 

Matemo Island is one of the islands amongst the 32 islands of the Quirimbas Archipelago, Mozambique.

The island is just 8km long and 3km wide and, located  among palm trees,  Matemo Island Lodge is a 24 chalet lodge complete with activity centre and restaurant. 

The property will become an Anantara property after conversion in 2015. 

Visit : www.anantara.com. Contact : Thea Harley at Thea@grifcopr.com. 

School of Life Retreat at Spa Village, Tembok, Bali

The School of Life is a 4, 5 or 7 day spa retreat at the Spa Village Tembok Bali, introducing guests to a holistic lifestyle.

Before arriving at the retreat, guests receive a questionnaire asking where they are in their life and what they want to achieve after the retreat so a personalised itinerary can be created especially for them. 

During the retreat, daily activities include yoga, martial arts, candle, tonic and scrap making, herbal baths and cooking classes. 

Each meal is specially prepared for School of Lifers by the Executive Chef (who trained in a Buddhist monastery).

After the retreat, guests will be sent home with ‘Detox in a Box’ which includes all the tools they will need to carry on their positive change once home. 

Visit : www.ytlhotels.com. Contact : Hannah Summers at Hannah@grifcopr.com. 

 

Global Volunteering 

Global Vision International (GVI) has new volunteering abroad programmes launching for 2015, including Womens’ Empowerment programmes launching in three countries, and projects specifically suited to older volunteers. 

Visit : www.gvi.co.uk. Contact : Emily Wilson Emily@grifcopr.com. 

 

Taste Portugal

 

Taste Portugal London is a series of luxury gourmet pop-ups, taking place in some of the city’s finest establishments through until March 2015.

These will highlight the best of Portugal’s cuisine and wine, showcased by a host of Michelin-starred chefs.

 

Classic dishes and ingredients will form a central part of the events with cataplana, clams, percebes and sea urchins.

Portugal’s finest Bacchanalian offerings of port and wine will also be part of the events, allowing participants to sample a new range of produce little known in the UK. 

Visit : www.tasteportugal-london.com. Contact : Hannah Summers at Hannah@grifcopr.com. 

 
Wilderness Safaris to open Linkwasha Camp, Zimbabwe 

Wilderness Safaris is to open the new Linkwasha Camp, in May 2015,  in a game-rich private concession in Zimbabwe’s Hwange National Park.

Visit :www.wilderness-safaris.com. Contact : Nicole Lovett Nicole@grifcopr.com. 
 
Hotels for Carnival in New Orleans, Rio or Buenos Aires with traveljunction.com

 

Travel Junction has recommended three hotels for taking in carnival in New Orleans, Rio de Janeiro and Buenos Aires.

Mardi Gras in New Orleans, Louisiana 

(Around) Tuesday 17 February 2015

During Mardi Gras festival in New Orleans, where people take to the streets to celebrate and indulge before the onset of Lent.

The historic, 4-star Hotel Le Pavilion was built in 1907 and is situated next to the French Quarter.

Visit : www.lapavilion.com.

Rio Carnival, Brazil

13 to 17 February 2015

 

During Carnival the streets of Rio come to life with outlandish costumes, bright colours and music.

The Mercure Rio De Janeiro Botafogo is located close to the city centre and a few minutes away from the Copacabana beach.

Visit : www.mercure.com.

Buenos Aires Carnival, Argentina

7 to 17 February 2015

With over 112 musicians and 37 parades, the Buenos Aires carnival is one of the most vibrant in celebrating the best of Argentinian culture. 

The Mayflower Suites is located in the heart of Buenos Aires.

Visit : www.mayflowersuites.com.ar.

Visit : www.traveljunction.com. Contact : Kelly Adams at kelly.adams@sirencomms.com. 
	What’s on 


Events in Mallorca

The Festival of San Sebastian, Palma and Pollensa

 18 to 24 January 2015   

The annual Festival of San Sebastian in is one of the biggest events of the year in Palma, celebrating its patron saint.  

There’s music, pop up bars & street entertainment, spectacular fireworks and a Big Fiesta Party .  

Hotel tres

A place to stay in the heart of the city is the boutique Hotel Tres 

Visit : www.seemallorce.com and www.hoteltres.com

 

Pollensa Half-Marathon Race

5 May 2015

Visit : www.pikrace.com/half-marathon-pollenca-mallorca. 
In Polensa

Patron Saint of Puerto Pollensa, Virgen del Carmen

July 2015

Celebrations for the saint include Concerts, parades, sports and art events also featuring maritime processions. Culminating in a firework display on the beach on the last Sunday night.

 

Pollensa’s Fiesta

26 July to 2 August 2015

A week of dancing, concerts and exhibitions held in Pollensa ending with the simulated Moors and Christians Battle on the 2 August. 

The procession starts in the main street continues through the town to the outskirts of Lluc

Fiesta de Nuestra Señora de los Angeles

2 August 2015

This fiesta in Pollensa celebrates the historical battle between Joan Mas and the pirates who attacked the island.

Cala d’Or, Verge de la Mar

15 August 2015  

This event features a fisherman’s procession with traditional dancing

 

Visit :  www.pollensa.com and www.enjoypollensa.com.

Contact : Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. 
Red Bull X-Alps 2015 

Thirty-one men and women from 18 countries will compete in the 2015 Red Bull X-Alps.

This will be the seventh edition of, what is billed as, the world's toughest adventure race in which athletes must hike or paraglide approximately 1,000km across the Alps from Salzburg to Monaco in the fastest time possible.

The event
The race takes place in July 2015 and can involve hiking up to 100km of mountain terrain in a day – or flying at altitudes in excess of 4,000m. 

The names of the men and women who will take on the Red Bull X-Alps, powered by Powertraveller are :
	· Paul Guschlbauer (AUT1)

· Gerald Gold (AUT2)

· Stephan Gruber (AUT3)

· Pascal Purin (AUT4)

· Thomas de Dorlodot (BEL)

· Alex Villa (COL)

· Stanislav Mayer (CZE)

· Ivan Colás (ESP)

· Clément Latour (FRA1)

· Antoine Girard (FRA2)

· Nelson de Freyman (FRA3)
	· Gaspard Petiot (FRA4)

· Steve Nash (GBR)

· Michael Gebert (GER1)

· Yvonne Dathe (GER2)

· Sebastian Huber (GER3)

· Manuel Nübel (GER4)

· Aaron Durogati (ITA)

· Chi-Kyong Ha (KOR)

· Ferdinand van Schelven (NED)

· Nick Neynens (NZL)
	· Pawel Faron (POL)Toma Coconea (ROU)

· Stephan Kruger (RSA)

· Christian Maurer (SUI1)

· Samuel Vurpillot (SUI2)

· Michael Witschi (SUI3)

· Erik Rehnfeldt (SWE)

· Honza Rejmanek (USA1)

· Gavin McClurg (USA2)

· Dawn Westrum (USA3)




The 2013 edition was the fastest on record with 10 athletes reaching Monaco. It was won by Christian Maurer (SUI) in 6d 23hr 40m.

Powertraveller designs, develops and manufactures a range of portable power and solar chargers for electronic devices

 

Visit : www.redbullxalps.com. Contact : Simon Boddy at simon@karolmarketing.com. 

Events in Val d’Isère, France

22nd Classicaval Music Festival

20 to 22nd January 2015 and 10th to 12th March 2015

Frost Gun Invitational

10 to 12 February 2015

3rd Annual Winter Golf

25 to 29 March 2015

The 19th International Adventure & Discovery Film Festival 

20 to 23 April 2015

3rd Annual Yoga Festival

1 to 3 May 2015

 

Visit : www.valdisere.com. Contact : Emily Wilson Emily@grifcopr.com. 

IWM London : February and March 2015

IWM London, IWM’s flagship branch, tells the stories of those whose lives have been shaped by war.

It marks the Centenary of the First World War with new permanent First World War Galleries and a new Atrium with iconic large object displays. 

Fashion on the Ration: 1940s Street Style

5 March – 31 August 2015

Fashion on the Ration explores how fashion survived and even flourished under the strict rules of rationing during the Second World War.

Men and women of Britain found new ways to dress, from adopting more casual styles to demonstrating amazing ingenuity in renovating, recycling and creating their own clothes. 

Fashion on the Ration will display fashion, uniforms and textiles from wartime Britain to look at the impact of the war on people’s lives – on what they wore, their sense of identity, and how they coped with the demands and deprivations of shortages and austerity.  

IWM Contemporary: Hew Locke

19 February – 4 May 2015

The latest show in the IWM Contemporary programme features new works by artist Hew Locke, exploring naval power. 

The show will feature a large scale cord and bead wall drawing created especially for the exhibition, a transformed ship model, and a unique painted photograph of HMS Belfast, the Second World War cruiser on the Thames.

IWM's other branches are :

· IWM North

· IWM Duxford, an aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime airfield

· the Churchill War Rooms, housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall, and 

· the Second World War cruiser HMS Belfast.

Visit : www.iwm.org.uk. Contact : Rosie Linton at rlinton@iwm.org.uk. 
March and April in Cape Town, South Africa 

The Autumn season is perhaps the most spectacular in Cape Town with day time temperatures averaging  23 °C and a range of events and activities.

Cape Town Gay Pride

27 February – 8 March 2015

A celebration of LGBTQI rights with a round of rainbow-coloured parades, parties and pageants over 10 days of festivities. 

The highlight of Pride is the big march in Cape Town’s CBD and the De Waterkant festival that follows, with many other events taking place throughout.

Visit : www.gaycapetown4u.com.

Cape Town Cycle Tour : Cape Town to Green Point

8 March 2015

The Cape Town Cycle Tour (previously known as the Cape Argus) is a 109km route that takes in a spectacular scenic circle around Cape Town, sporting significant mountain and ocean views. 

Local entries are full, but international participants are able to enter up until a week before race day.

Infecting the City

9-14 March 2015

The 8th annual Infecting the City public arts festival brings new artworks out of theatres and galleries and into public spaces.  

Presented by the Africa Centre, ; vsitors can expect a blend of local, national and international artists popping up all over the streets of Cape Town. 

Visit : www.infectingthecity.com.

Cape Town Carnival

14 March 2015

The Cape Town Carnival is a glamorous celebration presenting a colourful parade of large scale floats accompanied by over 2000 costumed dancers, musicians and performers. 

There’s a variety of food vendors, stalls and festive hospitality areas with well-known DJ’s to entertain.

Visit : www.capetowncarnial.com.

Cape Town Jazz Festival

27 & 28 March 2015

Affectionately referred to as “Africa’s Grandest Gathering” the Cape Town International Jazz Festival is the largest music event in sub-Saharan Africa.

The two-day event has a line up of well-known jazz musicians from around the world with different stages and entertainment areas.

Visit : www.capetownjazzfest.com.

Old Mutual Two Oceans Ultra and Half Marathon

3- 4 April, 2015

Marketed as the world’s most beautiful marathon, this 21km and 56km road race follows a scenic route all along the ocean and mountains for which Cape Town is known. Many other smaller fun runs are also available. 

Discovery World Triathlon Cape Town, V&A Waterfront

25 and 26 April 2015

The ITU World Triathlon Series takes place in the best locations in the most iconic cities in the world.

Visit : www.capetown.triathalon.org.

Absa Cape Epic, from Durbanville to Stellenbosch

15 to 22 March 2015

An annual mountain bike stage race for elite professional mountain bikers covering more than 700 km and lasting eight days - a prologue and seven stages. 

Spectators can enjoy spectacular views along the route.

Visit : www.capetown.travel. Contact : Nicole Biondi at nicole@capetown.travel. 
Sani Resort Gourmet Festival

8 to 17 May 2015

The 2015 Sani Gourmet Festival will be Cuisines of the World: the Silk Road.

Michelin-starred guest chefs from different countries, including China, India, Turkey, Greece, Italy will present their contemporary dishes in Sani’s restaurants. 

Visit : www.saniresort.com. Contact : Hannah Summers at Hannah@grifcopr.com. 

UCI World Road Cycling Championships, Richmond, Virginia

19 to 27 September 2015

Richmond, Virginia will be hosting the 2015 Union Cycliste Internationale World Road Cycling Championships. 

The nine-day event is expecting to attract around 1000 cyclists from all over the world to compete in three different disciplines – the traditional Road Race, the Individual Time Trial and the Team Time Trial. 

Visit : www.richmond2015.com. Contact : Lisa Cooper at lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com. 

	Reasons to write about


The Masonic Temple at the Andaz Liverpool Street, London

The Andaz Hotel, Liverpool Street has its own Greek Masonic Temple with Grade II listed marbles.

When the hotel was sold to the Andaz group, it was so run-down the previous owners had never discovered the temple as it was boarded behind a fake wall! 
The Temple was built in 1912 by Charles Barry junior (son of Charles Barry – architect who was responsible for the Houses of Parliament) and cost £50,000 (the equivalent of £4 million today). 

Inside of the Masonic Temple there are 12 types of marble, all from Italy, and the grandiose throne-like chairs are heavy mahogany.
Many believe Jack the Ripper was a Mason and if so would have attended this temple as it is closest to his hunting ground. The Masons helped fund the Temples construction. 
Concealed by heavy, studded doors & accessed via a winding staircase and a spacious mahogany-panelled anteroom, the Grecian-style Temple is one of London’s best-kept secret. 
The century-old room was considered one of the grandest Masonic temples of its time, with marble columns and a splendid zodiac ceiling. 
The Temple was first Chaired by Grand Master Duke of Connaught (cousin to Queen Elizabeth). 
The Temple also features rare marble set in three different types around the room offset by both Doric and ionic columns. 
The space, now completely restored to its former glory, is now used for fashion shows, product launches, wedding receptions & cabaret dinners.

Visit : www.andazliverpoolstreet.com. Contact : Lallie Fraser at lallie@grifcopr.com. 

Luxury Travel with a Conscience, New Zealand

New Zealand In Depth has launched a luxury travel concept this week that brings together the country’s best luxury lodge hospitality, cuisine and activities, with support for local conservation projects.

The independent lodges in the initiative are actively supporting the protection of local wildlife or regeneration of local habitats. 

Eagles Nest

This  luxury hotel & retreat is set within a 75 acre estate atop its own private ridgeline offering views of the Bay of Islands.

 

By staying at Eagles Nest, guests will support and be a part of the lodge’s vital work to conserve rare local wildlife living on the property including the North Island brown kiwi.

 

Treetops Lodge

Treetops Lodge offers the ultimate in world-class luxury accommodation in the heart of New Zealand’s unique forest close to the thermal wonderland and cultural capital of Rotorua.

 

By staying at Treetops Lodge, guests will learn about the ancient Maori connection with New Zealand’s native forest and play a part in protecting it for future generations.

 

Bay of Many Coves

Located deep in the Marlborough Sounds, Bay of Many Coves is a five star luxury resort that offers seclusion in a pristine natural environment.

 

By staying at Bay of Many Coves, guests will be supporting a project that provides homes and habitat for the local population of blue penguins, the world’s smallest penguin.

 

Hapuku Lodge

Located 30 feet above the ground in the canopy of a native Manuka grove, Hapuku Tree Houses have views of Kaikoura’s dramatic mountains and surf-washed Pacific coastline.

 

By staying at Hapuku Lodge, guests will be supporting a project that is assisting the restoration of local native forest whilst having the chance to learn about Maori culture in the region.

 

Blanket Bay

Blanket Bay’s is located amid rugged snow-capped peaks of the Southern Alps on the shores of Lake Wakatip. 

 

By staying at Blanket Bay, guests will support a project that is helping to protect one of New Zealand’s unique and most endangered birds, the mohua.

 

Fiordland Lodge

Fiordland Lodge has views out across Lake Te Anau.

 

By staying at Fiordland Lodge, guests will be helping the local community to protect native wildlife in one of the world’s outstanding wilderness areas.

 

Visit : www.newzealand-indepth.co.uk. Contact : Mark Hayward at mark@swaycommunications.co.uk. 

Plas Dinam private museum, Llandinam, Wales

The rich history of a Mid Wales country house and the people who have lived there has been captured in the new Plas Dinam private museum.

Plas Dinam in Llandinam, near Llanidloes, has been home to descendants of Victorian railway and mining entrepreneur David Davies for five generations.

 

When the owners, Lord and Lady Davies, downsized to smaller accommodation in the village in 2011, their daughter, Eldrydd Lamp and her family decided to return from near Perth, Australia to breathe new life into the historic property.

 

Their decision has received the endorsement from Visit Wales, the Welsh Government’s tourism arm, who have given Plas Dinam a five star grading.

The museum will primarily be for the benefit of Plas Dinam guests but will also be open it to groups by private appointment when the house is not occupied. 

Surrounded by 12 acres of gardens, lawns and woodland, Plas Dinam has a tennis court, outside lawn games, stabling for up to five horses and kennels. 

Overlooking the scenic upper Severn Valley on the edge of Llandinam, the Grade II Listed house has 15 bedrooms and 10 bathrooms.

 

Visit : www.plasdinamcountryhouse.co.uk. Contact : Duncan Foulkes at duncan.foulkes@btinternet.com. 

Clam Picking at Conrad Algarve, Portugal

Guests of the Conrad Algarve resort are invited to rise with the sun, just as local fishermen do, accompany the head chef, and arrive early at the clam picking marshes  in the Ria Formosa National Park. 

On the drive to Olhão or Faro Marina, the fishing towns from where the marshes are reached, guests will enjoy a glimpse of traditional life. 

Upon arrival to Olhão or Faro Marina, a catamaran takes guests to the fishermen who are already busy at work. 

The fishermen then educate guests on the skills it takes to coax the clam out of the sand.

After the picking is done, the Chef demonstrates how to create a lunch with the freshly caught clams.

Visit : www.conradalgarve.com. Contact : Emily Wilson Emily@grifcopr.com. 

 
Eastern European resorts for a low-cost skiing holiday

Spindleruv Mlyn, Czech Republic

Located  in the powdered peaks of the highest mountain range in the Czech Republic, Krknose (meaning The Giant Mountains), the  Spindleruv Mlyn, is one of four main resorts in the area. 

From kid-friendly runs to a snow-stacked terrain park and miles of unspoilt cross-country trails, Spindleruv Mlyn is a serious bargain. 

The surrounding National Park is a UNESCO classified biosphere reserve. 

Jahorina, Bosnia

 

Home to the women’s skiing events of the 1984 Winter Olympics, the resort of Jahorina attracts downhillers in search of a taste of international snowsport standards. 

Standing among the tallest Dinaric Alps of Bosnia, Jahorina’s wide slopes are crisp and inviting – towering over a small town of traditional chalets and foothills coated in fir trees. 

Bialka Tatrzanska, Poland

 

Zakopane is Poland’s biggest and most recognised resort. However those wanting to ski on a budget, head to the village of Bialka Tatrzanska. 

The resort’s wide, sweeping, tree-lined slopes are family-friendly - and best for beginners and intermediates.

Jasna, Slovakia

 

One of Slovakia’s best kept secrets, located in the Demanovska Dolina Valley, Jasna has pistes thatbcut through wilderness, and backcountry skiing through national parkland. 

Whilst Chopok peak lures its fair share of adventure-seekers, with its 1,000m vertical drop and multiple freeride areas, newcomers can opt for  the ski schools.

Kranjska Gora, Slovenia

 

Located in the Julian Alps, the family-friendly Kranjska Gora offers gentle, well-groomed runs, compact nursery slopes and cross-country trails. 

It also offers a World Cup black run that has been testing slalom stars from around the world for more than 50 years. 

 

Popova Sapka, Macedonia

Standing higher than most Eastern European resorts, Macedonia’s Popova Sapka, is located  in the rounded peaks of the Dinaric Mountains. 

Momondo's Trip Finder lets users find and explore new destinations based on as many or as few preferences as they like within budget, season, continent, weather and travel interests.

Trip Finder ski destinations have been selected by momondo’s team of experienced travel writers.

Visit : www.momondo.co.uk. Contact : leila@turtle-pr.com. 

New accommodation in the Florida Keys

In the coming year nine new Florida Keys properties, accounting for more than 1,000 new rooms, and a number of renovated lodgings will welcome visitors.

 

Playa Largo Resort and Spa, Key Largo

The Playa Largo Resort and Spa, the newest hotel to join Marriott’s Autograph Collection, set to in summer 2015. The 14-acre waterfront resort features 144 luxury rooms and suites.

 

Visit : www.playalargoresort.com.

 

Islamorada

In Islamorada, four leading properties now make up the Islamorada Hotel Company :

Postcard Inn Beach Resort at Holiday Isle La Siesta Resort Pelican Cove Resort & Marina, and the Amara Cay Resort

 

Particularly notable is the late 2014 relaunch of the Islamorada Resort as Amara Cay Resort, an upscale boutique hotel. 

Visit : www.amaracayresort.com. 
 

Also in Islamorada, and after a year-long multimillion-dollar renovation, the Islander Resort has joined the expanding collection of Guy Harvey Outpost Resorts. 

The small collection of Guy Harvey Outpost resorts and lodges showcases Harvey’s marine wildlife art, scientific research and conservation advocacy. 

Visit : www.guyharveyoutpostislamorada.com.

 

Faro Blanco Resort, Marathon

The Faro Blanco Resort has been a Middle Keys landmark since the 1950s. 

Earlier this year construction began on the Faro Blanco Resort & Yacht Club, which incorporates the Faro Blanco lighthouse and will open in December 2014.

 

With the original lighthouse as its “beacon” the new property features an upscale 125-room Hyatt Place hotel.

Visit : www.faroblancoresort.com/hotel.

Key West 

 

At the southernmost tip of the Keys island chain lies eclectic, artistic Key West.

The new Gates Hotel Key West, which will open in February 2015, is a 100-room boutique hotel.

Visit : www.gateshotelkeywest.com.

The Marker Waterfront Resort

The Marker Waterfront Resort, a two-acre luxury property which opened in late 2014, is located at Key West's Historic Seaport.

Visit : www.themarkerkeywest.com/home. 

The 125-mile Florida Keys island chain offers a rich natural environment, flourishing creative community, subtropical climate, and a laid-back vibe.

Visit : www.fla-keys.co.uk. Contact : Jo Thomas at jo.thomas@kbctravelgroup.com. 

Jean-Michel Gathy

With over 30 years’ experience designing luxury hotels, Jean-Michel Gathy is the architect behind many of the most idyllic hotels in the world. 

His projects are all designed by hand with most recent hotel openings including Aman Canal Grande Venice in Italy, Cheval Blanc Randheli in the Maldives and Chedi Andermatt & Residences in Switzerland.

Aman Canal Grande Venice, Italy 

This building dates from the 16th century and combines the elegance of this  city with Aman style.

Visit : www.amanresorts.com/amancanalgrandevenice. 
 

Cheval Blanc Randheli, Maldives

LVMH Hotel Management’s Cheval Blanc Randheli consists of 45 contemporary villas on the conserved atoll of Noonu, 40 minutes north of Malé. 

 

Chedi Andermatt & Residences, Swiss Alps

Chedi Andermatt is located in the alpine resort of Andermatt and 

Visit : www.thechedi-andermatt.com. 
Visit www.denniston.com.my. Contact : Nicole Lovett at Nicole@grifcopr.com. 

New tours in Lisbon, Portugal

Street art tours

The 50km Street Art Tour gives visitors the chance to get a closer look at Lisbon’s urban culture, plus an opportunity to photograph the city’s most interesting pieces of street art.

Visit : www.lisbondestinationtours.com.  

 

Tagus cruise

A new and different way to see Lisbon is by taking a river tour along the Tagus, the longest river on the Iberian Peninsula. 

The Belém Tower (UNESCO World Heritage Site), the Parque das Naçoes (the most modern parish of the city, characterised by its futuristic buildings) and the Christ the King Statue are some of the monuments visitors will be able to enjoy on the two different routes available.

Visit : www.transtejo.pt. 

 

Helicopter tours

Lisbon Helicopters offers two different flight routes above the city centre (‘Discoveries’ and ‘Imperial Lisbon’) and another above the towns of Estoril and Cascais. 

Tailor-made excursions and trips for special events are also available.

Visit : www.lisbonhelicopters.com.

 

The 28 eco tour

The Tram 28, which passes through Lisbon’s main tourist spots, has been joined by the 'twizy' electric car. 

Onboard a twizy, visitors have the opportunity to drive along the same route as the tram while learning about the buildings and monuments thanks to the vehicle’s GPS audio guide.

Visit : www.lisbonecotours.com.

 

Scooter tours

Visitors can rent a scooter, design their own itinerary and discover Lisbon at their own pace. 

Alegria Ride also delivers and collects the bikes from a preferred location.

Visit : www.ar-rentascooter.com.

  

Visit : www.visitlisboa.com. Contact : Polly Martin at polly@humewhitehead.co.uk. 

	A place to stay 


Ellerman House, Cape Town, South Africa

Guests at Ellerman House, Cape Town can enjoy 1000 works of art, which are exhibited throughout the hotel, dating from the mid-19th Century to the present day.

These offer a rare insight into the huge cultural and social shift South African art has experienced over this period.

The collection has been gathered over three decades and features a uniquely South African twist and hugely diverse works; from portraits to sculpture, historical paintings to contemporary art. 

Visit : www.Ellerman.co.za. Contact : Emily Wilson at Emily@grifcopr.com. 

Park Hyatt St Kitts 

The Park Hyatt St Kitts, which opens in 2015, will be a 5 star resort hotel located on the Caribbean island of St. Kitts & Nevis. 

Visit : www.parkhyatt.com. Contact : Lucie Earle at Lucie@grifcopr.com. 
The Gainsborough Bath Spa, Bath, UK 

The Gainsborough Bath Spa, which opens in 2015, is YTL’s first UK Classic Hotel.

Three Spa bedrooms will have direct access to the thermal waters, with a special tab in the bathtub allowing guests to enjoy the waters privately. 

Visit : www.thegainsboroughbathspa.co.uk. Contact : Miles Harris at Miles@grifcopr.com. 

 

Conrad Hotels and Resorts

Conrad Hotels & Resorts has a number of new properties opening in 2015 including Conrad Mecca, which will overlook the Grand Mosque in the centre of Mecca, and new oceanfront residences at Conrad Fort Lauderdale.

Visit : www.conradhotels.com. contact : Charlotte Rous at Charlotte@grifcopr.com. 

Park Hyatt Zanzibar 

The Park Hyatt Zanzibar, which opens in 2015, will a beachfront location in Stone Town and will feature 67 guest rooms including 11 suites.

Ocean front rooms feature views of dhow harbours and the Indian Ocean.

Visit : www.parkhyatt.com. Contact : Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com. 
 

Anantara Medjumbe Island Resort & Spa, Mozambique 

The new Anantara Medjumbe Island Resort & Spa is located on a tiny private island in the Quirimbas Archipelago off the northern coast of Mozambique.

Visit : www.anantara.com. Contact : Emily Wilson at Emily@grifcopr.com. 

 

Conrad London St James

The Conrad Hotels & Resorts has opened in St James, central London, following a franchise agreement with Supreme Hotels LLP.  

The 256 guest room hotel has joined the Hilton Worldwide portfolio of 23 existing Conrad hotels and resorts worldwide, including :

· Dublin

· Dubai

· Istanbul, and Portugal.  

Conrad London St James, located between Westminster Abbey and Buckingham Palace 

Visit : www.conradhotels.com. Contact : Hannah Summers at Hannah@grifcopr.com. 

 
Bohemia Suites & Spa, Gran Canaria

The Bohemia Suites & Spa is a five-star boutique hotel located on Gran Canaria in the Spanish archipelago of the Canary Islands.

The islands enjoy a micro climate offering sunshine all year round. 

The hotel has enjoyed a recently completed a £30 million, three year refurbishment.

The is a short walk to the sand dunes of Maspalomas and there are also hillside walks, hikes, cycle routes, and horseback riding. 

Visit : www.bohemia-grancanaria.com. Contact : Nadia Walford at Nadia@grifcopr.com. 

Hotel Mimbelli, Orebić, Croatia

The Hotel Mimbelli has opened in the port town of Orebić in Dubrovnik-Neretva County. 

The hotel, which is located in a 19th Century building in the centre of the historic town, includes four double rooms, one suite and a restaurant. 

Orebić, on the southern coast of Pelješac Peninsula, has some of the best beaches in the region and also has great hiking opportunities around Mt Ilija. 

Visit : www.hotel-mimbelli.com and www.Croatia.hr. Contact : Sarah Taylor at teamcroatia@rooster.co.uk. 

Canal House, Amsterdam

Comprised of three 17th century merchant’s houses and overlooking the Keizergracht Canal, the Canal House greets visitors with works of Dutch painters such as Rembrandt and Vermeer.

Located in the heart of the Jordaan, the cultural centre of Amsterdam, Canal House is a 23 bedroom boutique hotel.

Visit : www.canalhouse.nl. Contact : Alexandra Stone at Alexandra@gabrielleshaw.com. 

L’Hotel, Paris

 

A hotel  for the past two centuries and one of the original Hip Hotels, L’Hotel is one of the most famous hotels in Paris. 

Home and final resting place to Oscar Wilde, this opulent, boutique hotel on Paris’ arty left Bank boasts a Michelin star restaurant, a bar frequented by the Parisian style set and a glamorous subterranean pool.

The design for all 20 rooms has been inspired by a famous visitor to the hotel. 

The Mistinguette Room, for example, is an art-deco boudoir featuring the actresses’ own bed. 

Smaller double rooms look out over Rue de Beaux Arts and are characterised by their Napoleon II style decor and gold damask wall coverings. 

Visit : www.l-hotel.com. Contact : Alexandra Stone at Alexandra@gabrielleshaw.com. 

Loews Regency Hotel, Manhattan

Loews Regency Hotel, a newly renovated luxury hotel on Park Avenue in Midtown Manhattan, has added six designer-inspired Signature Suites, marking the culmination of the hotel’s $100 million transformation earlier this year.

Visit : www.loewshotels.com/regency-hotel. Contact : Claire Mans at claire@masonrose.com. 

The Holste, Norfolk

The Hoste is a four-star luxury hotel in the centre of Burnham Market, in the heart of the royal coast of North Norfolk.  

A hotel since 1651, it  was originally built as a manor House and also a court house.

 

Today the 17th Century boutique hotel comprises a 2 AA Rosette Restaurant serving seasonal, locally-sourced food with an extensive wine cellar and a luxurious beauty salon.

 

The salon has expanded and includes two new treatment rooms; a new manicure and pedicure bar, an additional ‘side by side’ treatment room and hairdressing facilities. 

 

Visit : www.thehoste.com. Contact : Daisy Simpson at daisy@junglepr.com. 
QHotels

QHotels has added six former De Vere Hotels and De Vere Luxury Lodges to its portfolio. 

The six hotels, located across the UK include the luxury 5-star Cameron House in Loch Lomond and the Elizabethan-style Dunston Hall in Norfolk. 

They will join the existing QHotels portfolio of 21 hotels.

The former De Vere Hotels, joining the QHotels portfolio, are : 
	· Cameron House, Loch Lomond

· Dunston Hall, Norwich

· Oulton Hall,  Leeds
	· Mottram Hall, Macclesfield, Cheshire

· Slaley Hall, Hexham, Northumberland

· Belton Woods, Grantham, Lincolnshire


The formerly DeVere Luxury Lodges, are located at : Belton Woods, Cameron House, and 

Slaley Hall.

Visit : www.QHotels.co.uk. Contact : Anna Varley Jones at Avarleyjones@webershandwick.com. 
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An Alliance focus on : Rwanda 



Rwanda, a sovereign state in central and east Africa, is located a few degrees south of the Equator and bordered by Uganda, Tanzania, Burundi and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

Rwanda is in the African Great Lakes region and is highly elevated; its geography dominated by mountains in the west and savanna to the east, with numerous lakes throughout the country. The climate of the country is temperate to subtropical, with two rainy seasons and two dry seasons each year.

	Kigali 

The capital city of Rwanda is one of the cleanest most modern cities in Africa with lots of new developments including Radisson Blu and Marriot hotels, which are to open 2015.

Plastic bags are banned. It is mandatory that everyone participates in a community clean up day (Umuganda) on the last Saturday of every month.

The genocide museum in Kigali gives stark reality to Rwanda’s painful past.

However, the positive outlook and warm hospitality of this young nation is impressive.

Mountain Gorillas 

Seeing these placid and peaceful creatures is one of the worlds most exciting wildlife experiences. 

The ease of seeing the gorillas along with the enjoyable and professional set up make Rwanda the top destination for mountain gorillas.

Primates 

Rwanda is home to one fifth of the primate species in Africa. This includes the golden monkeys, chimpanzees, black and white colobus monkeys and many more.


	Game viewing 

Akagera National Park, two hours from Kigali, is home to big game such as elephant, buffalo, leopard, hippo, zebra and giraffe. 

Lions are being reintroduced later this year and Black Rhino early next year, making this stunning park the only big five plus shoebill stork destination.

Lush forests 

Nyungwe is one of Africa’s oldest mountain rainforests staying green even through the ice age which explains its biodiversity. 

Home to over 400 chimpanzees and east Africa’s only canopy walkway (70m high and 200m long) it provides an exhilarating chimp’s eye view of the forest.

Birding 

Rwanda has one of the highest concentrations of birds in Africa, with over 700 species of bird, 27 of which are endemic to the Albertine rift.

Volcanoes 

Hiking is possible to the craters atop the countries mountain volcanoes, with  the highest point is 4,507m on Karisimbi. 




	An Alliance focus of Rwanda

(cont)

Agritourism 

Tea is Rwanda’s largest export product and plantations can be seen through the country. 

'Tours for the senses’ take visitors to tea and coffee plantations and factories where they can sleep, pick, process and taste you morning cuppa.


	Beaches

One hours drive from the Gorillas are tropical beaches on the shores of lake Kivu where you can relax and unwind or enjoy water sports or boat rides on the lake.

Culture 

Traditional Intore dancers are a spectacle as they perform their warlike dances with spears and shield. 

Once only performed for the royal court, this energetic dance can be seen at museums and events throughout the country.




Visit www.rwandatourism.com. Contact: Adele Cutler at adele@kamageo.com. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com
Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or 

Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
	Hudson’s Historic Houses and Gardens 

www.hudsonsheritage.com. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com. Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com.
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com
	The Official (UK) Tourist Board Guides 
www.visitor-guides.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  press@roughguides.com  

The Signpost 

www.signpost.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com. Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.com. Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 




	The International Travel Writers Alliance
	
	AllWays traveller


Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel writers, broadcasters and photographers

· Editor : 
commissioning editors

· Partner : 
travel and tourism industry organisations, or 

· Agency : 
agency representatives with travel or tourism clients
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive

The International Travel Writers Alliance

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com 

AllWays traveller is the consumer travel features ‘arm’ of the Alliance providing independent travellers with views of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ann Mealor FCIPR

Commissioning Editor

AllWays traveller 

07971 596 925

Ann@itwalliance.com 


	[image: image109.jpg]The Intemational




[image: image110.jpg]The Intemational





	The Alliance 

Bulletin 


Providing key information in a

no-frills format for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.
December 2014

Ashley Gibbins 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
www.itwalliance.com
	[image: image111.jpg]The Intemational





	The Alliance Bulletin  

[image: image112.jpg]The Intemational




 


	Issue 174 : December 2014                                               www.itwalliance.com


The Alliance press card 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with formal recognition of their status and standing in the profession and a range of opportunities from Alliance travel partners.

Contact Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com.




	Job shop


The International Travel Writers Alliance Job Shop has been created to enable the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.

Addition services through Job shop

The Alliance’s travel journalists can also :

· create an anonymous job seeker profile or upload a CV for potential employers to search through 
· set up Job Alerts so as to be notified if a job is posted that matches the journalists skills or interests, and
· access job searching tools and tips 
Visit : www.jobtarget.com/home/home.cfm?site_id=14773
	The 2015 Travel & Adventure Shows


Press Registration Now Open for the 2015 Travel & Adventure Shows            

For 11 years and over 55 events, the Travel & Adventure Shows have welcomed thousands of members of the press and over 1 million travelers in seven of the country’s top markets (Dallas, Chicago, San Francisco, San Diego, Los Angeles, Washington, D.C., Philadelphia).   

These offer members of the press an opportunity to travel (and work!) the world in two just days.   

It is the place to gain great travel story ideas, interview exhibitors, see new products, and interview top travel celebrities – all under one roof.

The Alliance is a media partner of the Travel & Adventure Shows and Alliance members are invited attend the shows to connect with the world’s top travel brands, experts and celebrities.  

You’ll gain complimentary access to the exhibit floor, access to all of educational seminars, cultural performances and culinary demos, assistance in coordinating experts for interviews, and use of the Press Room for interviews.

Visit: www.travelshows.com/media-registration. Contact : Melanie Flavin at mflavin@unicomm.org. 
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

Grace Hotels

Grace Hotels is luxury hotel group with a portfolio of properties in some of the world’s most sought after resorts and cities. 

The company’s first hotel opened in Greece’s Cyclades Islands in 2007, and each subsequent hotel maintains a synergy with its locality.

Gastronomy is an integral part of all hotels, with menus showcasing the finest local ingredients combined with international touches. 

The group, which is undergoing a period of significant expansion, has a current portfolio of :

· Grace Mykonos an Grace Santorini in Greece

· Grace Beijing,China

· The Vanderbilt Grace and the Mayflower Grace in the USA

· Grace Cafayate, Argentina, and 

· Grace Panama, Panama City

Hotels opening shortly include :

· Grace Marrakech, Morocco)

· The White Barn Grace, USA

· Grace St. Moritz, Switzerland

· La Dolfina Grace, Argentina, and

· Grace Kalamata, Grace Kea, Greece

Visit : www.gracehotels.com. Contact : Alexandra Stone at Alexandra@gabrielleshaw.com. 

The Alliance for Downtown New York

The Alliance for Downtown New York manages the Downtown-Lower Manhattan Business Improvement District (BID), serving an area roughly from City Hall to the Battery, from the East River to West Street.

See : A focus on the Alliance for Downtown New York (below).

Visit : www.downtownny.com. Contact : Maria Alvarado at malvarado@downtownny.com.
Friendly Planet (USA)


Friendly Planet are internet tour operators, in business for over 33 years, offering upscale escorted tours, custom group and FIT arrangements to over 40 worldwide destinations. 

The company is intensely focused on service and offering excellent value-for-money pricing.

Visit : www.friendlyplanet.com. Contact : Peggy
 Goldman at pmgoldman@friendlyplanet.com.

The Atlantic Canada

The Atlantic Canada comprises the provinces of New Brunswick, Newfoundland and Labrador, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island in coastal Canada.

Each province has its own character but all are renowned for their outstanding natural beauty, stunning coastline, friendly people, incredible seafood, UNESCO World Heritage sites and National Parks. 

Visit : www.atlanticcanadaholiday.co.uk. Contact : Amy Skelding at atlanticcanada@brightergroup.com. 

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

Situated in the heart of the Arabian Desert, the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan is considered to be the safest in all of the Middle East. 

The country is roughly the same size as Portugal, and has a population of around six million people.

From the hustle and bustle of the capital Amman to southern desert, Jordan is awash with biblical, historical and cultural significance. Jordan’s iconic landmarks include the panoramic views from Mount Nebo, the therapeutic waters of the Dead Sea, and Wadi Rum – a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

Visit : www.visitjordan.com.  Tryphena Greenwood at visitjordan@brightergroup.com. 

Iceland

Iceland is a North Atlantic island and the westernmost country in Europe, midway between North America and mainland Europe. 

It lies about 800 km northwest of Scotland and 970 km west of Norway, and its northern coast is just below the Arctic Circle.

Iceland never ceases to amaze - the mouth-watering scenery is an adventure in itself, with volcanic craters, lava flows, hot springs and geysers, glaciers and stunning waterfalls offering a new view around every corner. 

Visit : www.inspiredbyiceland.com. Contact : Asha Sudha at visitIceland@brightergroup.com. 

Taiwan

The leaf-shaped island of Taiwan lies off the south eastern coast of mainland Asia, between Japan and the Philippines and across the Taiwan Straits from China.

With a vibrant modern capital, temple towns, hot-springs villages and adventures in both shopping malls and wooded mountains, Taiwan cuts a figure as one of Asia’s most diverse destinations. 

Visit : www.eng.taiwan.net.tw/. Contact : Jenny Groutage at taiwan@brightergroup.com
The Latin American Travel Association (LATA)

The Latin American Travel Association (LATA) is a travel trade organisation that was founded to promote travel to the many diverse and exotic destinations of Latin America. 

LATA brings together over 200 companies, including tourist boards, tour operators, hotels, wholesalers, media, and airlines. Members offer many ways to discover the gems of the region, with accommodation options ranging from velvet-lined luxury to threadbare hammocks. 

LATA also promotes charitable work in the region through its sister organisation the LATA Foundation (www.latafoundation.org).

Visit : www.lata.org. Contact : Jane Richards at pr@lata.org
Dominica

Dominica lies south of Guadeloupe and north of Martinique in the Eastern Caribbean. Dominica offers lush, breathtaking natural beauty with tropical forest that covers two thirds of the island as well as an abundance of rivers, lakes and waterfalls fed by the high annual rainfall. 

Dominica is a haven for adventuresome travellers with activities that include: hiking, diving, watersports, whale and dolphin watching and canyoning. 

Visit : www.dominica.dm. Contact : Tryphena Greenwood at dominica@brightergroup.com. 

Malaysia

With its sights set on 28 million visitors to the country, Malaysia is rolling out an array of new attractions in 2014. 

There is the largest bird park in Southeast Asia in Melaka (with 6000 birds featuring 400 species), and Legoland Malaysia and Hello Kitty Land in Nusajaya.

The new second terminal at Kuala Lumpur International Airport (KLIA2), catering mainly to the booming budget airline sector, is another major factor in attracting more visitors.

Experiences awaiting in Malaysian Borneo range from exploring off-the-beaten- track Kudat to indulging at the luxurious Gaya Island Resort on Pulau Gaya. 

Active travellers can discover the country on two wheels as cycle tourism takes off with guided tours in Sabah, a proposal to build a bike path around the coast of Penang, and a community project to map out cycle routes around Kuala Lumpur. 

Visit : www.tourism.gov.my/en/uk. Contact : Verity Ramsay at malaysia@brightergroup.com. 

Elegant Hotels, Barbados

The Elegant Hotels Group owns and operates five of the finest hotels and resorts on the Caribbean Island of Barbados. 

Set on the most desirable of the island’s beaches on the west and south coasts, each hotel features unique attributes and a distinctive personality. 

Together, they offer styles to suit every taste, from classic to contemporary, family-friendly to adults-only and traditional to all-inclusive. 

Elegant Hotels include The House, Colony Club Hotel and Tamarind, as well as the all-inclusive Crystal Cove Hotel and Turtle Beach Resort. 

The group also includes the acclaimed Daphne’s restaurant on Barbados’ west coast – sister to Daphne’s restaurant in London. 

Visit : www.eleganthotels.com. Contact : Steele Paulich at eleganthotels@brightergroup.com.

Korean Air

Korean Air, with a fleet of 155 aircraft, is one of the world's top 20 airlines, and operates more than 400 flights per day to 126 cities in 45 countries. 

It is a founding member of the SkyTeam alliance, which together with its 18 members, offers its 552 million annual passengers a worldwide system of more than 15,000 daily flights covering 1,000 destinations in 187 countries.

Visit : www.koreanair.com. Contact : Jane Richards at koreanair@brightergroup.com. 

Cruise 1st

One of the UK’s leading cruise deal experts, Cruise 1st specialises in Mediterranean, Caribbean and worldwide cruises and works with the biggest names in the industry including Royal Caribbean, Celebrity Cruises and Princess Cruises. 

The company also offers specialist cruises including river cruises.

With access to the best rates on the market, the company’s priority is to deliver the best cruise deals and Cruise 1st is able to tailor-make any cruise and can create add-on tours.

Visit : www.cruise1st.co.uk. Contact : Steele Paulich at Cruise1st@brightergroup.com.  

UKinbound

Founded in 1977, UKinbound is a trade association that represents the interests of the UK's inbound tourism businesses. 

With over 250 members, UKinbound is one of the leading trade associations in the UK tourism industry and the only association to focus exclusively on the vital export earning inbound sector. 

UKinbound represents a diverse membership of tourism providers who organise tours; provide accommodation or who provide cultural, sporting and other leisure activities, all in the UK. 

Visit : www.ukinbound.org. Contact : Jane Richards at jane.richards@brightergroup.com.

Just A Drop

Just a Drop is an international water aid charity, which was set up in 1998. 

Fiona Jeffery, the charity’s founder, learnt that just £1 can deliver clean water to a child for up to 10 years. 

Just a Drop was born, based on the premise that if people can be encouraged to give a little then collectively we can make a huge difference. 

Just A Drop is the official charity of World Travel Market.

Visit : www.justadrop.org. Contact : Amy Skelding at amy.skelding@brightergroup.com.

Neilson (UK)

Neilson is the leading activity holiday company in the UK and is synonymous with great service and excellent holidays delivered by the specialists. 

After more than 25 years of operation, Neilson is committed to providing the best choice of resorts and highest quality service. 

Neilson’s eight award winning summer Beachclubs in Greece and Turkey offer inclusive activities from windsurfing to wakeboarding, tennis to mountain biking and sailing to kayaking – all with qualified instructors and tuition.  

The inclusive formula of a Neilson Beachclub activity holidays means flights, transfers, 4-5* accommodation, club board dining and children’s clubs (for 2-17yr olds) are also part of the package. 

Visit : www.neilson.co.uk. Contact : Jenny Groutage at neilson@brightergroup.com. 

Back-Roads Touring (UK)

With over 25 years’ experience in small group and tailor-made tours across the UK and Europe, Back-Roads Touring is a small group touring company. 

Currently operating over 35 tours, the company’s focus is on providing a friendly, relaxed, and flexible form of touring with a maximum group size of 18 passengers. 

From exploring the heart of medieval towns and villages, to enjoying the scenery along narrow, hedge-lined Cornish lanes, Back-Roads Touring ensures that its guests experience the best local cuisine, accommodation and scenery – all taken at a leisurely pace and in the company of a knowledgeable guide. www.backroadstouring.com 

Visit : www.backroadstouring.com. Contact : Verity Ramsay at Back-roads@brightergroup.com.

Avis

Avis was founded in 1946 by Warren Avis, who astutely anticipated post-war trends in travel. He set up his first rental location at Willow Run Airport, Detroit, with just three cars. 

Today Avis is a global brand, with over 6,000 rental locations in 168 countries. 

Visit : www.avis.com. Contact : Steve Dunne at steve.dunne@brightergroup.com. 

Agencies 

Cheryl Andrews Marketing

Cheryl Andrews Marketing Communications (CAMC) is a leading public relations firm specializing in travel, hospitality, luxury and real estate PR for Caribbean, Florida and Central American clients for nearly 30 years. 

Journalists look to the CAMC team for quick answers as they are viewed as experts in media relations and strategic hospitality brand management. 

Visit : www.cam-pr.com. Contact : Cheryl Andrews at Cheryl@xam-pr.com. 

Luchford APM (UK)

Founded by Kelly Luchford in 2004, Luchford APM is one of the industry’s leading luxury and lifestyle communications and creative agencies in London


Visit : www.luchfordapm.com. Mark Shand at mark.shand@luchfordapm.com. 

	News


Wilderness Safaris’ Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp , Namibia

Wilderness Safaris newest Namibian property, Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp, has won Most Out Of This World at the Tatler Travel Awards.

To be awarded the Most Out Of This World title, a property must have recently opened and feature something inspiring and new to the world of luxury travel. 

Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp is located in the remote Palmwag Concession in north-west Namibia. 

The area is home to desert-adapted elephant, as well as gemsbok, giraffe, springbok and occasionally lion.

 

Visit : www.wilderness-safaris.com. Contact : Nadia Walford at Nadia@grifcopr.com. 

The Paradise Beach Nevis

The Paradise Beach Nevis is a new boutique villa resort that will open in January 2015 on the Caribbean island of Nevis.  

Suited to a family or group of friends, Paradise Beach Nevis offers guests a luxurious villa experience in an oceanfront setting.  

Visit : www.paradisebeachnevis.com. Contact : Holly Zawyer at Holly@cam-pr.com.

Hyde Park Winter Wonderland, London 
21November 2014 to 4 January 2015 


The Hyde Park Winter Wonderland has opened for six weeks of winter festivities.

It is the largest event of its kind in the UK

The Wonderland includes :

· the sub-zero Magical Ice Kingdom, a snow and ice sculpture experience 

· the UK’s largest outdoor Lycamobile Ice Rink stretching over 1,600m2 will be located around the Victorian Bandstand, on which live music played throughout the day and night

· a Giant Observation Wheel which offers stunning views over central London.
· 200 chalets in the Angels Christmas & Yuletide Markets offering unusual and handmade gifts and crafts, including ceramics, candles, jewellery, wooden toys, nativity scenes and Christmas decorations.

· Zippos Circus performing Zippos Christmas Circus, a daytime family show, and Cirque Berserk, an evening show for older thrill seekers, in the Sky Dome, the biggest tented structure in London, 

· Santa Land, young visitors where Father Christmas will be every day with his Elves and a sack of free gifts. and 

· the Bavarian Village serving bratwurst and mulled wine with live music throughout the day and evening. 

Entrance to the Hyde Park Winter Wonderland is free with individual attractions making a charge.

Images from the event can be downloaded from : www.press.hydeparkwinterwonderland.com 
Visit : www.hydeparkwinterwonderland.com. Contact : Anna Hope at anna@akhcommunications.com
Washington, D.C. 

Lonely Planet, the international guidebook publisher, has announced Washington, D.C. as its pick for the world’s best city to visit in 2015. 

Thanks to its accessible culture, diversity and great value, Washington, D.C. has also been named ‘Coolest City in America’ by Forbes magazine. 

Visit : www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Lisa Cooper at lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com. 

The International Gay & Lesbian Travel Association

The International Gay & Lesbian Travel Association has entered into partnerships with Gay and Lesbian Tourism Australia and Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras. 

IGLTA has tourism business members in more than 75 countries. The three organizations will cross-promote their members and activities throughout their extensive networks.

Visit : www.iglta.org. 

GALTA is a national group of more than 240 tourism professionals dedicated to LGBT travel throughout Australia. 

Visit : www.galta.com.au. 

The Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras organises the gay and lesbian festival in February and March each year. 

Visit : www.mardigras.org.au.

Contact : LoAnn Halden at loann.halden@iglta.org. 

The British Virgin Islands

The British Virgin Islands (BVI) has a new air service connecting Antigua and Beef Island. 

The twice a week flights are operated by VI Airlink on Fridays and Saturdays.

Visit : www.bvitourism.co.uk. Contact : Leah Rosewell at leah@adpr.co.uk. 

A Curious Group of Hotels

A Curious Group of Hotels has added the Portobello Hotel, London to its portfolio.

Located in the vibrant Notting Hill area of the UK capital, and a stone’s throw from Portobello road, the boutique hotel has made a name for itself over the past 40 years as a discreet and decadent hang out for the fashion and music crowd. 

Guests over the years have included the Rolling Stones, Patti Smith, U2, Johnny Depp and  Kate Moss. 

The Portobello Hotel is the fourth hotel addition for A Curious Group of Hotels, which also has properties that include :

· Cowley Manor in the Cotswolds, UK 

· L’Hôtel and the Michelin starred Le Restaurant in Paris, and 

· Canal House, Amsterdam).

Visit : www.curioushotels.com. Contact: Helen Arathoon at helen@gabrielleshaw.com.

Room Mate Kerem, Istanbul

Design hotel chain Room Mate Hotels, continues its European expansion with the launch of Room Mate Kerem in Istanbul.

The hotel is located in the central district of Beyoglu, 1km from both Taksim Square and Galata Tower, and parallel to the main shopping street Istiklal Kalesi. 

Visit : www.room-matehotels.com. Contact : Grace Waller at grace@ldrlondon.com. 

Old Tom & English, London

Brother and sister team Costas and Maria Constantinou are to open an underground restaurant in the heart of Soho. 

Old Tom & English will focus on unpretentious British food, vintage cocktails and wines in a space designed by acclaimed interiors and product designer Lee Broom.

Visit : www.oldtomandenglish.com. Contact : Selina Daysh at selina@purplepr.com. 

Secret Cottage tours, the Cotswolds, UK

The Secret Cottage tour offers a six hour guided day tour of Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire Cotswold villages, combined with intervals at a private thatched cottage.

Becky the tour guide drives a minibus to outstanding hidden villages that are inaccessible by public transport. 

The unspoilt villages that she has selected are made up of thatched cottages, clipped lawns and dusty lanes, which perfectly illustrate what life was like in the 16th century. 

Becky’s home is called ‘Secret Cottage’ and gives guests the chance to explore and experience how the English live in the Cotswolds. 

Visit : www.secretcottage.co.uk. Contact : Becky at becky@secretcottage.co.uk. 

Daydreaming of Crete

The Crete Tourist Board has launched Daydreaming of Crete.

The key message of the campaign is that it is difficult to stop daydreaming of Crete as the island captures the visitor’s mind and soul long after they return from a trip. Crete is the largest island in Greece and the fifth largest island in the Mediterranean Sea. 

Visit : www.incrediblecrete.gr. Contact : Phoebe@prmediaco.com
The Fox at Willian, Hertfordshire UK

The Fox at Willian has won the Gastro Pub of the Year in the Food Awards England and Wales 2014 awards. 

The award recognises and rewards pubs/inns or bars that have successfully combined the provision of enjoyable food, whether it is a hearty pub grub or a warm welcome with a high standard of management.

A full list of finalists can be found at www.thefoodawards.info. 

The Fox at Willian is part of the Anglian Country Inns group which also includes The White Horse, Brancaster Staithe, Norfolk and The Jolly Sailors, Brancaster Staithe, Norfolk.

Visit : www.acinns.co.uk. Contact :  Pamela Farrell at info@pamelafarrell.co.uk. 

Coast & Country Cottages, Devon UK

Coast & Country Cottages new website features 430 self-catering properties in South Devon, UK. The new responsive site features easy to navigate property pages and a, simple search facility.
Visit : coastandcountry.co.uk and www.visitdevon.co.uk.  Contact: Sarahjane Funnell at sarahjanefunnell@weareonshore.com.

Dubrovnik nominated for best destination in cruise awards

Dubrovnik was nominated in the UK Cruise International Awards for 2014, in the category of Best Cruise Destination. 

The town’s competitors in the category include Barbados, Dubai, Miami, New York, Panama, Rio de Janeiro, Sydney and Venice. 

Visit : www.tzdubrovnik.hr. Contact : Sarah Taylor at teamcroatia@rooster.co.uk

Shangri-La Hotel, Sydney

The Shangri-La Hotel, Sydney, which is located in The Rocks has completed an $8 million refurbishment.

 

Ninety hotel rooms and suites on the hotel’s top five accommodation levels are now reopening in stages and are among the largest hotel rooms available in Sydney.

 

The Horizon Club lounge is a four-storey atrium, which takes in views across Sydney Harbour to the Opera House and Harbour Bridge.

 

Visit : www.shangri-la.com/Sydney‎. Contact : belinda@lscpr.co.za. 

Shop the City by Conrad’ Retail Experiences

Conrad Hotels & Resorts has launched Shop the City by Conrad, a seasonal guest package connecting travellers to local cities and culture by way of an exclusive, luxury shopping excursion. 

For a limited time, guests who book this shopping experience will receive a package that includes a two-night minimum stay in a suite, a private chauffeured car, and a personal shopping escort who will guide the shoppers through an extraordinary selection of high-end retailers in the city of their stay.

 

The newly Opened Conrad London St. James is the first of 10 Conrad Hotels to take part in the initiative (until 21 December 2014).

It will be followed by :

· Conrad Miami – March 2015

· Conrad Dubai – April 2015

· Conrad Istanbul – May 2015

· Conrad Tokyo – June 2015

· Conrad Beijing – July 2015

· Conrad Hong Kong – August 2015          

· Conrad Seoul – August 2015          

· Conrad Singapore – November 2015         

· Conrad New York – December 2015

Visit : www.conradhotels.com/ShoptheCity. Contact : Nicole Lovett at nicole@grifcopr.com.  

	Leads


Love Alabama Food

The 100 Dishes smart phone app is the official guide to finding (and tasting) all of the best dishes the Sweet Home State has to offer. 

The app is based on 100 Dishes To Eat in Alabama Before You Die, which lists some of the best culinary experiences in the South.

Visit : www.ilovealabamafood.com. Contact : Della Tully at della@globaltravelmarketing.org. 

Gane and Marshall launch light mobile safari's in Tanzania

Wildlife and adventure tour operator Gane and Marshall has launched a series of light, mobile safaris in Tanzania. 

A light mobile safari is defined as a private, low impact camping safari, in which guests travel with a dedicated guide and cook, vehicle and camping equipment, setting up camp in the bush each day.

This allows guests to travel off-the-beaten-path and at their own pace, avoiding the crowded spots in favour of the more remote wilderness of Tanzania. 

Nights will be spent under canvas, in destinations where the safari guests are the only people for many miles.

Visit : www.ganeandmarshall.com. Contact: Anita Clements at anita@hamilton-pr.com. 

The Sandstone Way Northumberland, UK 

 The new, 120-mile (193 kms) Sandstone Way mountain bike trail will open for the 2015 tourist season linking Berwick-upon-Tweed and Hexham via Northumberland’s most spectacular coastal and countryside scenery.

The Sandstone Way will create opportunities for tourism services along its route, which runs along the sandstone ridge in North Northumberland, linking sandstone crags and outcrops along its entire length. 

Between Berwick and Hexham it passes through villages and small communities including Wooler, Belford, Rothbury, Elsdon and Bellingham.

The new trail is aimed at mountain bikers with as much as possible off-road and link sections on very quiet country lanes.

Visit : www.cyclepad.org.uk. Contact : Frances Whitehead at Frances.Whitehead@nnpa.org.uk. 

The world’s highest theatre, Dubai

The Act in Dubai’s Shangri-La Hotel, presents ‘Murder, Money and Mayhem’ dinner entertainment to run Monday – Wednesday until the end of December

Located across the 42nd and 43rd floors of Dubai’s five-star Shangri-La Hotel, overlooking the Persian Gulf, it is the world’s highest theatre.

The interior’s vintage, Victorian theatre design has a classic fit out and royal blue velvets, finished by antique wooden flooring.

Visit : www.theactdubai.com. Contact : Freya Van Lessen at freya@listen-up.biz. 

Wilderness Safaris, Zimbabwe

Wilderness Safaris has introduced a new Star Bed option for guests staying at Little Makalolo Camp in Zimbabwe’s Hwange National Park. 

Situated on a raised platform overlooking Madison Pan, the Star Bed is a 20-minute drive away from camp and offers a secluded, up-close-and-personal wilderness experience and the opportunity of sleeping under the stars. 

Visit : www.mahlatini.com. Contact : Charlotte Rous at Charlotte@grifcopr.com.

Richmond Garden Trail, Virginia

The Richmond Garden Trail features eight main attractions, from the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts to the Edgar Allen Poe Museum, and aims to grow interest in garden tourism and the potential for nature walks. 

Vsit : www.visitrichmondva.com. Contact : Lisa Cooper at lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com. 

Echidna Walkabout

Koala bears can be identified by their unique ‘noseprints’ – like a fingerprint – according to new research completed by an Australian company that takes tourists on walking tours.

Echidna Walkabout enables travellers to experience Australia's unique wild animals in their natural environment including wild kangaroo and koala, platypus, lyrebirds and cockatoos.

After years of research, Echidna Walkabout, which is partnered with UK wildlife charity Care for the Wild’s RIGHT - tourism campaign for animal-friendly tourism, has released the results, which they hope will help save the koala from extinction in the wild.

Estimates suggest that there are between around 45,000 to 80,000 koalas left in the wild, putting them on the edge of being endangered. 

Habitat destruction, a chlamydia outbreak and bush fires have had a massive impact on the population.

Echidna’s Janine Duffy first looked at koalas through binoculars and realised by their nose patterns that they were all different.

After the initial discovery, Janine and her team have recorded the nose patterns of 108 wild koalas over 16 years, which has enabled them to chart their survival patterns.

  

Visit : www.echidnawalkabout.com.au/wildliferesearch. Contact : Janine Duffy at janine@echidnawalkabout.com.au. 

Little White dress night on Aruba

Bars, restaurants and nightclubs on the Dutch Caribbean island of Arubahave designated Mondays as Little White Dress Night.

Diners and partygoers are invited to put on white skirts, dresses, shorts, trousers, blouses and T-shirts. 

Girls and guys are both invited to white-up on Mondays, with the weekly Little White Dress Night kick-off party starting at 8pm at the Palm Beach Plaza Mall. 

There is a 45-minute live band and carnival show before white-clad revellers can head out across the island for a range of special offers – from half-price and two-for-one drinks or discounts on food – at a range of venues.

Visit : www.aruba.com/little-white-dress-night. Contact : Joanna Walding at j.walding@aruba.com. 

The Military Aviation Museum, Virginia

Visitors to Virginia's  Military Aviation Museum now have the opportunity to fly in an authentic WWII Aircraft with a veteran pilot. 

Flights take in the Virginia Beach and the sand dunes of the Back Bay Wildlife Refuge in a 1941 Stearman or a 1940 North American SNJ-2.

Visit : www.militaryaviationmuseum.org. Contact : Lisa Cooper at lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com. 

The Welcome Rock Trail, New Zealand 

The new Welcome Rock Trail is a 27km long, grade 3, single track mountain bike loop and hiking trail.

Located on a high country sheep station, just outside Queenstown, the new trail will add to New Zealand’s outdoor hiking and cycling offering.

The new trail takes its name from the prominent rock that dominates the skyline above the homestead, named by the early settlers who used the landmark as a meeting and trading point. 

The project was conceived in 2012 when a team led by Tom O’Brien imagined a trail system through Blackmore Station that followed the old gold miners’ water races. 

New Zealand In Depth team has created tailor-made holiday experiences to New Zealand for 11 years and has built relationships with local activities, accommodation and suppliers to offer their clients the chance to experience the real side of New Zealand and get off the beaten track.

Visit : www.newzealand-indepth.co.uk.Contact : Mark Hayward at mark@swaycommunications.co.uk
Whale watching in Panama

Fundación Albatros Media, an environmental group from Panama, are offering one and two day whale watching tours in an area of protection dubbed “the corridor of aquatic mammals”.

This is located in the Caribbean Sea and Pacific Ocean. 

The surrounding warm waters and coastal shelters of Panama provide the ideal mating conditions for whales and one can witness first-hand the harmonic songs and leaps in the male’s efforts to seduce a potential suitor.

The prime viewing spots are :

· the Gulf of Chiriquí

· beaches in the province of Herrera

· Los Santos Contadora

· Saboga and Coiba Islands

· Panama Bay, and 

· the Pearl Islands.

Visit : www.visitpanama.com/en. Contact : Ines Gamarra at ines@brandinglatinamerica.com. 

Palm Spring Architecture and Design Center, California

The city of Palm Springs has opened the Architecture and Design Center, bringing a new art attraction to a destination known for its mid-century modern architecture. 

Also known as the Edward Harris Pavilion, the Center is the new campus of the Palm Springs Art Museum.

The Center complements the Palm Springs Art Museum’s permanent collection of over 55,000 objects, including works by Picasso, Matisse, Anish Kapoor, Anthony Gormley and many more. 

Visit : www.psmuseum.org and www.visitpalmsprings.com. Contact : Guy Hough at guy@humewhitehead.co.uk. 

Capital Wheel, National Harbour, Maryland

The new Capital Wheel at the National Harbour offers apanoramic views of the state as each eight passenger gondola soars 180 feet above the Potomac River.

Visit : www.thecapitalwheel.com. Contact : Lisa Cooper at lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com. 

	What’s on 


FMR The Franco Maria Ricci Collection, Lisbon 

Until 12th April 2015

Lisbon’s National Museum of Ancient Art is hosting an art exhibition from Italian publisher and bibliophile Franco Maria Ricci. 

Visitors will have the chance to appreciate one hundred paintings and sculptures which illustrate the history of Western Art from the 16th to the 20th century, by well-known artists such as Filippo Mazzola, Jacopo Ligozzi and Philippe de Champaigne.  

Visit : www.exposicao-fmr.com and www.visitlisboa.com. Contact : Polly Martin at polly@humewhitehead.co.uk.

Yukon’s February festivals

February is festival time in Whitehorse, Yukon with :

The Available Light Film Festival

6 to 15 February 2015

Canada’s largest feature film festival North of 60

www.yukonfilmsociety.com/alff 

Yukon Quest International Dog Sled Race 

7 - 21 February, 2015

The thrill of the world’s greatest sled dog race.

www.yukonquest.com 
The Yukon Sourdough Rendezvous 

18 - 22 February, 2015

Celebrating Yukon’s tenacious, frontier spirit.

www.yukonrendezvous.com 
Visit : www.travelyukon.com. Contact : Lisa Chamberlain at  
Lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com
The Avoriaz Jazz Up Festival, Switzerland 

April 2015

The Avoriaz Jazz Up Festival takes place in Avoriaz, which is located between Mont Blanc and Lake Geneva between.

It includes 40 dinner concerts, a variety of jazz events and kicks off with four concerts in the Avoriaz festival hall. 


Visit : www.avoriaz.com. Contact : Virginie Dupé at communication@avoriaz.com. 

The Festa Dei Ceri, Gubbio, Italy 

15 May 2015

The Festa Dei Ceri (Race of the candles) is one of the oldest oldest Italian folklore display.

The festival began as a solemn act of devotion on the part of the Eugubini towards their Bishop Ubaldo Baldassini which started in 1160, the year of his death. 

Since then, every 15 May, the eve of the day of mourning, the devotional offering to the patron Saint is a fixed appointment for the people of Gubbio who take part in a great mystical procession, carrying candles all around the town and up Mount Ingino.

Visit : www.ceri.it. Contact : Stefania Gatta at stefania.gatta@enit.it.

Huck Finn Jubilee, Victorville, California

12 to 14 June 2015

The 35 year old self proclaimed "great American party" annually celebrates the life and times of Tom and Huck, Mark Twain's popular storybook characters.

The Jubilee is held at the 800 acre Mojave Narrows Regional Park, near Route 66, in Southern California. 

Activities during the three day festival include building river rafts, climbing a greased pole, searching for nickels in a haystack and tossing horseshoes. 

There's a Friday night barn dance at the mountain man village, a Huck Finn look-a-like contest, the California State Arm Wrestling Championships and the Deering Banjo Championships.

The main stage has old time country and bluegrass music as part of 30 hours of live music.

 Visit : www.huckfinn.com. Contact: Don V Tucker at huckfinn@huckfinn.com.

World Puppet Festival, Charleville Mezières, France

18 to 27 September 2015

This bi-annual event sees puppeteers and enthusiasts from all over the world flock to this vibrant, colourful festival.   

The event includes shows, photographic exhibitions, window displays, avant-garde performance art, and street entertainment in a carnival atmosphere where more than 30 countries are represented.  Estimated to attract 150,000 visitors.

Visit : www.ardennes.com and www.festival-marionnette.com. Contact : Myra at myra@myra.fr. 

Fleet Week, San Francisco

7 to 13 October 2015

Red And White Fleet has specialty cruises for Fleet Week . 

One of San Francisco’s most popular seasonal events, Fleet Week takes over San Francisco during the weekend of 6 to 9 October with a series of Navy-inspired events, entertainment and the Blue Angels air show.  Red And White Fleet offers special cruises during Fleet Week

Visit www.fleetweek.us and www.redandwhite.com Contact : Molly Blaisdell at mollyb22@gmail.com.

Vancouver International Writers & Readers Festival
October 2015

The  Vancouver International Writers & Readers Festival is one of North America’s top literary events, attracting some of the world’s best writers (and readers) to Vancouver’s Granville Island. 

More than 100 authors from Canada, the United States, England, Scotland, Ireland, Sierra Leone, New Zealand, Australia, Germany and Jamaica will join thousands of readers at the annual festival for a wide variety of conversations, panel discussions, on-stage interviews and musical collaborations. 

Visit : www.writersfest.bc.ca. Contact :Judith Walker at media@writersfest.bc.ca. 

	Reasons to write about


Scotland's Year of Food & Drink 2015

In 2015, Scotland will celebrate The Year of Food and Drink, showcasing the local produce and gastronomy the country has to offer.

Food and drink experiences on offer include :

The Scotch Malt Whisky Trail

The Malt Whisky Trail passes through seven working distilleries, taking in Glen Moray and Strathisla, home of Chivas Regal, and the Glen Grant distillery.

At the Speyside Cooperage coopers work with speed and skill.

Other whiskies to be tasted on route include Glenfiddich, The Glenlivet and those at the Cardhu distillery.

Visit : www.maltwhiskytrail.com 

Three Chimneys

Eddie and Shirley Spear's restaurant in the north-west corner of Skye is included in the list of the top 10 restaurants in the world and serves the freshest local produce in a lochside setting.

This is one of the most scenic places to dine in Scotland. 

Visit : www.threechimneys.co.uk 

A Smokie in Arbroath

The chance to watch haddock being traditionally smoked over a barrel. They can be bought at a farmers' market and eaten warm from the newspaper on the beach in Arbroath. 

Visit : www.arbroathsmokies.net 

Scotland’s Orient Express

Seasonal food can be enjoyed while wending the way through some of the most beautiful scenery in Scotland aboard the Royal Scotsman.

www.royalscotsman.com 

The Scottish Seafood Trail

The Loch Fyne Oyster Bar at Cairndow is one stop on the Scottish Seafood Trail that passes through the West coast of Scotland taking in fine dining restaurants and chilled out eateries.

Visit : www.theseafoodtrail.com 

Scotland’s Farmers’ Markets

There are over 70 regular farmers’ markets across Scotland and they’re places to find local specialities like Arbroath Smokies, heather honey, porridge bars (stocking brown sugar, cream, whisky and honey), live shellfish and venison pies.

Visit : www.scottishfarmersmarkets.co.uk 

Visit : www.visitscotland.com. Contact : Gillian Thompson at Gillian.Thompson@visitscotland.com. 

Lisbon’s Tagus estuary, Portugal

Each November, thousands of waders migrate to Lisbon’s Tagus estuary, which covers over 14,000 hectares and is Portugal’s largest wetland and one of the most important in Europe. 

Every year, over 120,000 waders, waterfowl and other aquatic birds from northern Europe settle in Lisbon to spend a milder winter along the mouth of the Tagus River. 

November – January is the best period for birdwatching enthusiasts to spot migrating birds. 

However, with an area bird list that includes over 250 species, such as Greater Flamingos, Black-shouldered Kites and Squacco Herons, The Tagus Estuary Nature Reserve is a year-round destination for nature lovers. 

Located half an hour’s drive from the centre of Lisbon, birdwatching can either be enjoyed as a specialist short break or daytrip easily incorporated into a city stay. 

A good starting point for visitors is a trip to the EVOA – the Tagus Estuary Birdwatching and Conservation Area, formed of 70 hectares – which, as well as featuring hidden trails and hides strategically located for birdwathing, has a visitors’ centre with exhibitions and interactive learning activities. 

There are also several companies devoted to offering specialist birdwatching excursions:

Birds & Nature Tours has half day (morning or afternoon) and full day guided tours of the Tagus estuary and a 5-day itinerary.

Estrela D’alva Tours offers water rides on board their river boat Rio-a-Dentro, which takes guests on a 3-4 hour journey navigating the many creeks and estuaries of the Tagus. 

The estuary is not the only place to spot birds in Lisbon. 

Visit : www.visitlisboa.com. Contact : Polly Martin at polly@humewhitehead.co.uk.

Zoo Review

Zoos, dolphinariums and animal attractions around the world are to be put under the microscope by

Zoo Review, created by wildlife charity Care for the Wild’s RIGHT.

The review uses a series of measures to create an index against which each animal attraction will be judged and includes :

· general treatment of the animals, based on the internationally recognised Five Freedoms 

· the level of conservation and education work undertaken

· the amount and quality of interaction between animals and humans, and 

· social media reviews on TripAdvisor and Google

 

Ten reviews of animal attractions and zoos in Thailand

Zoo Review is launching with 10 reviews of animal attractions and zoos in Thailand, a notoriously poor country in regards to animal welfare. 

Of those 10 attractions:

· two received a Best in Class Rating: the Elephant Nature Park and Boon Lott’s Elephant Sanctuary 

· three received an average rating 

· two received a poor rating, and 

· three received an unacceptable rating 

 

Tourists and the attractions themselves will be able to comment online on the Zoo Reviews, ensuring that the process is open.  Reviews will be updated at appropriate time intervals to ensure the latest information is being reported.

Care for the Wild is currently working in Thailand on the No Photos, Please! Campaign to persuade tourists to stop having their photos taken with wild animals in tourist resorts. 

Visit : www.RIGHT-tourism.org. Contact : Chris Pitt at chris@Careforthewild.com. 

Festival Awards Europe
Festival Awards Europe is the only event solely dedicated to recognising the contributions and achievements of the event organisers and performing artists.

The awards, presented annually, are decided by a combination of public vote and industry juries.

The finalists in the main festival categories for the 2014 European Festival Awards, as decided by 1.2 million votes cast by Europe’s festival-goers, are : 

	Best Major European Festival 

· Colours of Ostrava (Czech Republic)

· Electric Picnic (Ireland)

· EXIT Festival (Serbia)

· Hurricane & Southside (Germany)

· NOS Alive (former Optimus Alive) (Portugal)

· Rock am Ring/ Rock Im Park (Germany)

· Rock Werchter (Belgium)

· Roskilde Festival (Denmark)

· Sziget Festival (Hungary)

· Tomorrowland (Belgium)

· Wacken Open Air (Germany)

· Woodstock Festival (Poland)

Best Medium-Sized European Festival

· Audioriver (Poland)

· Berlin Festival (Germany)

· Best Kept Secret (The Netherlands)

· Lovefest (Serbia)
	· MasterCard Balaton Sound (Hungary)Electric Castle Festival (Romania)

· Hideout Festival (Croatia)

· OFF Festival Katowice (Poland) 

· Pohoda Festival (Slovakia)

· Sea Dance Festival (Montenegro)

· Volt Festival (Hungary)

· Way Out West (Sweden)

Best Small European Festival

· B.my.Lake (Hungary)

· Feest in het Park (Belgium)

· Festival Tauron Nowa Muzyka (Poland)

· Grape Festival (Slovakia)

· Happiness Festival (Germany)

· Indiependence (Ireland)

· Into The Great Wide Open (The Netherlands)

· Jazz in the Park (Romania)

· PLAI (Romania)

· The Garden Festival (Croatia)


Visit : www.eu.festivalawards.com. Contact: Nikki McNeill at nikki@globalpublicity.co.uk. 

	A place to stay 


Shangri-La Hotel, Nanjing, China

Shangri-La Hotel, Nanjing, the 88th addition to Shangri-La Hotels and Resorts, has opened in the centre of the Gulou District of Nanjing city.  

Known as one of China’s four ancient capitals and previously home to six dynasties, Nanjing forms the “Golden Triangle” on the lower Yangtze River.

This makes it a prime destination for business and leisure travellers with its thriving economy and historical sites that encompass the UNESCO classified Imperial tombs of the Ming Dynasty and the mausoleum of Dr. Sun Yat Sen, ‘father of the Republic of China’.

 

The 450-guestroom Shangri-La Hotel, Nanjing overlooks the Xuanwu Lake, which features a park – dotted with temples, pagodas, pavilions, teahouses and other attractions.

From the hotel, travellers are a ten-minute drive to the Nanjing Railway Station and a 45-minute car journey to Nanjing Lukou International Airport.

Visit : www.shangri-la.com/nanjing/shangrila. Contact : belinda@lscpr.co.za. 

AmaZing Venues

AmaZing Venues is a collection of properties in the UK including:

	Ackergill Tower 

Set on the northeast coast of the Scottish Highlands, this 15th century castle hotel is the perfect location to explore the great outdoors with over 50 exhilarating activities available within the grounds and in the local vicinity, including kayaking, deep sea fishing, shooting, RIB rides and archery. 

Spitbank Fort 

Situated a mile offshore from Portsmouth Harbour, this Grade II listed monument features nine luxury bedrooms, all en-suite; three private dining rooms and bars including a Laurent-Perrier champagne bar; a wine cellar, library, rooftop hot pool, sauna and sun decks.

Chateau Rhianfa

Chateau Rhianfa is a unique estate in Wales on the Island of Anglesey. The retreat is modelled on a chateau from the Loire Valley and complete with banqueting hall and tennis court with stunning views overlooking the Menai Strait. 
	No Man’s Fort

No Man’s Fort is launching as a luxury events space in 2015. Over 35,000 sq ft - three times the size of Spitbank Fort, No Man’s Fort will feature an 22 bedrooms, games & billiards room and several meeting and dining spaces. 

Stanbrook Abbey

Stanbrook Abbey in Worcestershire is a magnificent former monastery with a Pugin chapel and tower and its own Bride’s Manor all set in extensive walled grounds. 

Carberry Tower

Carberry Tower, in the picturesque town of Musselburgh near Edinburgh, dates back to the 15th century and has hosted royalty and celebrities in its long history.  

Kinnettles Castle

Kinnettles Castle is a nine bedroom castle close to Dundee in the heart of the Angus countryside.  


Visit : www.amazingvenues.co.uk. Contact : Amy Skelding at AmaZingVenues@brightergroup.com. 

Niquesa Hotels & Residences, Italy 

The Niquesa luxury hotel group has carefully built up a collection of historic, restored properties in some of Italy’s most important cities. 

Frescoed halls host modern art; suites offer unsurpassed views and intimate restaurants offer traditional Italian cuisine revisited to reflect modern trends, served by welcoming, impeccably trained staff.

Travellers looking to be pampered with personalised hospitality more like that of a private luxury home can choose from any one of the unique Niquesa hotels: 

	Rome 

· the Hotel d’Inghilterra, and 

· Residenza di Ripetta

Florence 

· the Hotel Helvetia 

· the Bristol
	Siena 

· the Grand Hotel Continental 

Vicenza 

· the Hotel Villa Michelangelo. 




Visit : niquesahotels.com. Contact Jenny Groutage at niquesa@brightergroup.com. 

Thompson Miami Beach, Florida

Thompson Hotels has opened the Thompson Miami Beach at 4041 Collins Avenue. 

The 380-room upscale beachfront property debuts with a collaborative dream team that blends international appeal and local mind-set. Globally revered 

British interior designer Martin Brudnizki has created bohemian-beach chic concept for the 380-room upscale beachfront property that conjures up 1950s glamour.

The hotel is housed inside a fully restored historic Art Deco tower.

About Thompson Hotels

Founded in 2001, Thompson Hotels has a portfolio that includes :

· Gild Hall and Smyth Tribeca in New York City

· the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel in Los Angeles

· the recently opened Thompson Chicago, Thompson Toronto, and 

· Belgraves in London. 

Visit www.thompsonhotels.com. Contact : Angela Appleby at Angela@masonrose.com.

The Ocean Terrace Inn, St. Kitts, the Caribbean

The Ocean Terrace Inn is a 4 star boutique hotel located on three acres spanning a hillside overlooking St. Kitt's capital, Basseterre, and the neighbouring island, Nevis. 

Currently closed for renovations, Ocean Terrace Inn will reopen in February 2015 with 50 newly renovated guest rooms and suites.

Visit : www.oceanterraceinn.com. Contact : Deirdre Cumberbatch at Deirdre@talktoriver.com. 
Ikos Resorts, Halkidiki, Greece 

Ikos Resorts is to open two exclusive and luxurious properties in 2015.

Ikos Oceania (formerly Oceania Club) will open in March and Ikos Olivia in May.

They will include restaurants operated by Michelin starred chefs such as Lefteris Lazarou of Varulko restaurant, Athens and Andrea Fusco of Guido Ballerina restaurant, Rome.  

Guests will also be encouraged to visit and dine at local restaurants as part of their package. 

Visit : www.ikosresorts.com. Contact : Jonathan Williams at Jonathan@ophirpr.co.uk. 

The Sun Siyam Iru Fushi, Maldives 

The Sun Siyam Iru Fushi, a beach resort located in the Noonu Atoll Maldives offers guests the chance to experience Flyboarding.

Those taking part strap in, power up and hover meters above the surface of the water.

Visit : www.thesunsiyam.com. Contact : Jonathan Williams at Jonathan@ophirpr.co.uk. 

Sun Aqua, Sri Lanka & Indian Ocean 

The Sun Aqua brand is looking to establish a collection of hotel and resort brands across the Indian Ocean and Asia.

Sun Aqua Pasikudah, Sri Lanka, the first hotel, opens in November 2014.

Located on the east Sri Lankan coastline, Sun Aqua Pasikudah enjoys a beach location and is near to the Minneriya National Park, where nature lovers will discover elephants and Technicolor birds and butterflies. 

The second hotel, the Sun Aqua Vilu Reef, Maldives, will open in early 2015. 

The luxurious properties will  offer boutique-designed five-star suites, gourmet dining, and a fully stocked cellar of Old and New World wines.

Visit : www.sunaqua.com. Contact : Jonathan Williams at Jonathan@ophirpr.co.uk. 

Hastings Hotels, Northern Ireland 

The Hastings Hotels portfolio includes the 5* hotel The Culloden Estate & Spa, Belfast; the Slieve Donard Resort & Spa, Belfast and the recently refurbished Ballygally Castle situated on the country’s famous County Antrim Coastline. 

Visit : www.hastingshotels.com. Contact : Jonathan Williams at Jonathan@ophirpr.co.uk. 

The Santikos Collection, Skiathos, Greece

The Santikos Collection of properties on Skiathos is offering Herb Hikes, which are a range of walking tours across the island. 

With approximately 1,000 different types of herbs growing across the island of Skiathos, Herb Hikes can be interesting, informative and educational as well as a good form of exercise and a chance to see some of the islands most beautiful sites. 

Twice a week, a local expert on walks, vegetation and the island itself will lead guests on a hike.

Visit : www.santikoscollection.com. Contact : Jonathan Williams at Jonathan@ophirpr.co.uk. 

Korčula, Croatia

Hotel Korsal, a four star family-friendly hotel, has opened on the island of Korčula, and close to the beach.

Korčula – a traditional walled town – is a stunning coastal citadel, home to many vineyards and olive groves. 

Visit : www.hotel-korsal.com and www.Croatia.hr. Contact : Sarah Taylor at teamcroatia@rooster.co.uk. 

 

Valamar Hotels and Resorts, Croatia

Valamar Riviera has invested over 400 million Kunas into new accommodation projects for the 2015 Croatian tourist season. 

The largest investment is 250 million Kunas for the Valamar Isabella Island Resort, a four star resort on the island of Sveti Nikola, across from the Poreč boardwalk. 

Visit : www.valamar.com. Contact : Sarah Taylor at teamcroatia@rooster.co.uk. 

The Little Nell, Aspen

The Little Nell, Aspen’s only five-star property, has reopened with six refurbished signature suites along with newly introduced exclusive on-mountain adventures and a bespoke dinner series. 

 

It is also Aspen’s only ski-in/ski out hotel.

Visit : www.thelittlenell.com. Contact : Elisa Grimaldi at elisa@masonrose.com. 

Rancho Valencia Resort & Spa, San Diego,Southern California

Rancho Valencia Resort & Spa, a  Forbes Five-Star property, has won the Best Culinary Hotel in The Americas at the Boutique Hotel Awards. 

 

Rancho Valencia Resort & Spa reopened, in 2012, after a 10-month, $30 million property-wide renovation. 

Since 1989, Southern California’s only Relais & Châteaux property has achieved a reputation as one of the area’s luxury resorts. 

 

Spanning 45 acres of gardens, trails, olive groves and casitas, this is a Mediterranean inspired, all-suite property.

Rancho Valencia was recently featured in Condé Nast Traveler’s Reader’s Choice World’s Best 2014 as :

#1 Resort in Southern California

#6 Resort in the United States, and

#25 Resort in the World. 

Rancho Santa Fe where the resort is based is a 30 minute car journey from San Diego International Airport.

Visit : www.ranchovalencia.com. Contact : Katie O'Lone at katie@masonrose.com. 
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	An Alliance focus on : 
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The Alliance for Downtown New York


The Alliance for Downtown New York manages the Downtown-Lower Manhattan Business Improvement District (BID), serving an area roughly from City Hall to the Battery, from the East River to West Street.

As such it provides Lower Manhattan's historic financial district with a premier physical and economic environment, advocates for businesses and property owners and promotes the area as a world-class destination for companies, workers, residents and visitors. 

	Downtown New York offers a wide variety of experiences that highlight the investment and attractions that make it New York’s oldest but forward-thinking neighborhood. 

Lower Manhattan

Lower Manhattan, one square mile at Manhattan’s southernmost point, hosted 9.6 million visitors last year, which is projected to increase dramatically in the coming years. 

Projects are underway that will nearly double Lower Manhattan’s hotel room inventory and bring the total number of available rooms to nearly 8,000.

The building boom in Lower Manhattan is one of the greatest the nation has seen. Large-scale projects, many which have been a decade in the making, are opening each week. 

The attractions 

Lower Manhattan has long been home to attractions such as the Statue of Liberty, Federal Hall and the Brooklyn Bridge. 

Newer attractions include :

· The 9/11 Memorial and Museum, which opened in 2014 and has already attracted more than 1 million visitors in the first four months
	· Pier A, which will open a new dining space and outdoor promenade

· The Observatory at One World Trade. Which opens in late spring 2015, offering spectacular views of New York City

· museums including the Anne Frank Center; the Maritime Craft Center; the National Museum of the American Indian; the Museum of American Finance and the Shirley Fiterman Art Center offer an extensive cultural experience

In addition :

· South Street Seaport’s redevelopment is well underway and in the next two years will feature a rooftop live entertainment venue and dramatic views of the Brooklyn Bridge

· 1.8 million square feet of new or repositioned retail space will make Lower Manhattan on of New York’s hottest shopping destination




Visit : www.downtownny.com. Contact : Maria Alvarado at malvarado@downtownny.com.
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com
Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or 

Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
	Hudson’s Historic Houses and Gardens 

www.hudsonsheritage.com. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com. Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com.
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com
	The Official (UK) Tourist Board Guides 
www.visitor-guides.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  press@roughguides.com  

The Signpost 

www.signpost.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com. Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.com. Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 




	The International Travel Writers Alliance
	
	AllWays traveller


Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel writers, broadcasters and photographers

· Editor : 
commissioning editors

· Partner : 
travel and tourism industry organisations, or 

· Agency : 
agency representatives with travel or tourism clients
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive

The International Travel Writers Alliance

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com 

AllWays traveller is the consumer travel features ‘arm’ of the Alliance providing independent travellers with views of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ann Mealor FCIPR

Commissioning Editor

AllWays traveller 

07971 596 925

Ann@itwalliance.com 
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	The Alliance 

Bulletin 


Providing key information in a
no-frills format for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.
October 2014

Ashley Gibbins 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
www.itwalliance.com
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card is an official recognition of a journalist as a professional travel journalist.

It can also be used when seeking media accreditation for a travel event, activity or initiative or press trip.

Cardholder also : 

· enjoy access to a range of specific and ongoing opportunities, attracted by the Alliance 
· use the card when looking for press pass entrance to a wide range of tourism, leisure and culture attractions and entertainments worldwide, and 
· enjoy Alliance support in a cardholders relationship with travel and tourism industry partners and their agencies.
Contact Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com.


	Job shop


The International Travel Writers Alliance Job Shop provides a range of job opportunities

The Job Shop has been created to enable the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.

Addition services through Job shop
The Alliance’s travel journalists can also :

· create an anonymous job seeker profile or upload a CV for potential employers to search through 
· set up Job Alerts so as to be notified if a job is posted that matches the journalists skills or interests, and
· access job searching tools and tips 
Visit : www.jobtarget.com/home/home.cfm?site_id=14773
	The Alliance Syndication Network 


The Alliance Syndication Network enables Alliance journalists to syndicate their features (or links to these features) through the other members in the Network.

By working together in this way, Syndication Network journalists can achieve a far higher circulation for their features.

It will also increase the willingness of travel industry representatives to work with Syndication Network journalists, knowing they will be able to 'deliver' a far greater potential readership reach.

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Visit Kent

Visit Kent is the official Destination Management Organisation responsible for promoting the county of Kent, UK.

Kent, the oldest county in England, is known as the Garden of England because of its wealth of farming and crops, including fruit and hops

Canterbury, its county town, is among the oldest cities with a continuous history. 

Kent also has two beautiful Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty in the Kent Downs and the High

Weald and the largest area of semi natural woodland of any county.

The White Cliffs are a designated Site of Special Scientific Interest and home to many species of birds, wildlife and flora, including a unique type of sea cabbage.

Visit : www.visitkent.co.uk. Contact : Sinead Hanna at sinead.hanna@visitkent.co.uk. 
South Iceland Adventures

South Iceland Adventure is located in Hvolsvöllur and leads tailored adventures across Iceland for individual travellers, groups and companies seeking to experience this North Atlantic island bordering the Arctic Circle.

Specialising in winter pursuits such as glacier hiking, backcountry skiing and snow-kiting, South Iceland Adventure also leads summer and year-round pursuits such as diving, snorkelling, super jeep driving, canyoning, horse riding and cycling.


Visit : www.icelandadventure.is. Contact : Sigurdur Bjarni Sveinsson at Siggi@siadv.is.
Denbies Wine Estate (UK)


Established in 1986, Denbies Wine Estate is England’s largest single estate vineyard with 265 acres of vines. It’s one of the first wine estates in the world to give visitors of all ages a unique and fascinating insight into all aspects of the wine producing process, all year round. 

The flint-clad Chateau-style Visitor Centre hosts two restaurants; the indoor Garden Conservatory and the third floor Gallery Restaurant providing spectacular views of the estate, together with a diversely stocked wine and gift shop and garden farm shop.

The Denbies Farmhouse Guest Accommodation, ETB ‘Silver 4 with its stunning views over the vineyard is perfect for guests wishing to extend their stay.


Visit : www.denbies.co.uk. Contact : Jeannette Simpson at jsimpson@denbiesvineyard.co.uk.

Global Travel (USA)


Global Travel is a travel agency offering last minute travel arrangements, discount travel group rates and luxury travel accommodation at a moments notice.


Visit : www.globaltravelagent.globaltravel.com. Contact : Hanne Loyd at hanneloyd@gmail.com. 


New Hampshire Travel and Tourism

New Hampshire is made up of seven very different regions :

· the Seacoast

· Dartmouth-Lake Sunapee

· Lakes Region

· Merrimack Valley

· Monadnock Region

· White Mountains, and 
· Great North Woods.
The New Hampshire Division of Travel and Tourism Development works with the state’s seven travel regions to increase visitation, travel and visitor expenditures. 

Visit : www.visitnh.gov. Contact : Tai Freligh at tai.freligh@dred.state.nh.us. 
Pepper Street Luxury Hotel & Spa, Cape Town

The Pepper Club Luxury Hotel & Spa is located in Cape Town’s cosmopolitan CBD strip. 

Costing 400 million Rand, five-star luxuries come as standard in this chic hotel that features the Sinatra’s restaurant, Paparazzi Cocktail Bar and Piano Lounge, a 29-seater private cinema, Cayenne Spa and Fitness Centre. 

Guests are afforded exclusive VIP access to its beach restaurant and cocktail bar - Pepper Club on the Beach, and a rooftop swimming pool backed by panoramic views of Table Mountain. 

Pepper Club also has a fleet of luxury vehicles - including a Rolls Royce Phantom - for chauffeuring guests to and from the airport and business meetings, as well as sight-seeing trips making Pepper Club Luxury Hotel & Spa Cape Town’s hottest accommodation and meeting place. 
Visit : www.pepperclub.co.za. Contact : Friedl Gertse at Friedl.g@pepperclub.co.za. 

Grampians Tourism (Australia)

The Association that develops programs that promote the glorious Grampians region of western Victoria, Australia to the domestic and international markets.

It encompasses and is directly supported by Ararat Rural City, Horsham Rural City, Northern Grampians Shire, Southern Grampians Shire and the Pyrenees Shire.

Visit : www.grampianstourism.com.au. Contact : Kylie Schurmann at kschurmann@grampianstourism.com.au.

Destination North Wales

Destination North Wales is the entry point for all things tourism related into the stunning destination of North Wales, UK 

Home of Snowdonia National Park, Isle of Anglesey (where Prince William works), beautiful beaches, 5 World Heritage Sites, a unique language and culture and so much more, we are a hidden gem yet to be discovered by many of you!


Visit : www.destinationnorthwales.co.uk. Contact : Carole Startin
at carole.startin@tpnw.org.

Authentic Seacoast Resorts (Canada)

The Authentic Seacoast Company, based in Guysborough, Nova Scotia, .comprises :

· the DesBarres Manor Inn 

· the Full Steam Coffee Co

· Authentic Seacoast Distilling Co

· Harbour Belle Bakery

· Authentic Seacoast Brewing Co

· Osprey Shores Golf Resort

· Rare Bird Pub & Eatery

· Skipping Stone Cafe & Store, and 

· the Authentic Seacoast Store. 

Visit : www.authenticseacoast.com. Doug Anweiler at doug@authenticseacoast.com
The San Francisco Travel Association

The San Francisco Travel Association is an independent, not-for-profit destination marketing organization with more than 1,600 business members. 

Its mission is to enhance the local economy by marketing San Francisco and the Bay Area as the premier destination for conventions, meetings, events and leisure travel. 

To accomplish this goal, SF Travel courts a highly qualified list of national, regional and state meeting planners; domestic and international tour packagers, wholesalers, operators and travel agents; leisure travelers; and local, national and international media.

Visit : www.sanfrancisco.travel/about/about.html. Contact : Laurie Armstrong at larmstrong@sanfrancisco.travel.

The Big Bend, Texas
The Big Bend is named for the vast curve of the Rio Grande in remote southwest Texas. 

It is a wildly beautiful natural region, with a complex and fascinating history. 

Over one million acres of public land including Big Bend National Park and Big Bend Ranch State Park offer hiking, camping, river running, horse riding, mountain bicycling, jeep touring and abundant sightseeing opportunities on paved and improved roads. 

Accommodations run the range from convenient and comfortable to resort luxury.

A few remarkable communities near Big Bend National Park: Marathon, Terlingua and Study Butte, Terlingua Ghost Town, and Lajitas, offer services, amenities, and entertainment.

A variety of guided outdoor activities are available. Big Bend is a diverse region with endless possibilities for adventure and discovery.

Visit : www.visitbigbend.com. Contact : Natalie Pattillo at natalie@visitbigbend.com. 

Visit Panama

VisitPanama is the Panama Ministry of Tourism's Official Site of the Republic of Panama.

Panama is the southernmost country of Central America. 
It is bordered by Costa Rica to the northwest, Colombia to the southeast, the Caribbean Sea to the north and the Pacific Ocean to the south. The capital is Panama City.

Visit : www.visitpanama.com. Contact : Claudia Morales at cmorales@brandinglatinamerica.com 

Fáilte Ireland

Fáilte Ireland is the National Tourism Development Authority geared to supporting the country’s tourism industry.

It promotes Ireland as a holiday destination and manages a network of nationwide tourist information centres that provide help and advice to the media regarding Ireland. 

Visit : www.failteireland.ie. Contact : Louise Tolerton at louise.tolertonatfailteireland.ie
Mons Region Tourist Office, Belgium

The Mons Region Tourist Office provides information about the area of Mons and organizes guided tours, daytrips and city trips.

The Mons Region Tourist Office also welcomes journalists in collaboration with the Belgian Tourist Offices of Wallonia and Brussels.

It is involved in the development of projects linked with the UNESCO sites, Mons 2015 European Capital of Culture and the memorial tourism in the frame of the commemorations 2014/2018.

Visit : www.monsregion.be. Contact : Michel Vasko at michel.vasko@ville.mons.be.

The Travel Library 

The Travel Library provides high quality, travel images to a wide variety of clients. 

TTL has over 40,000 images available online for instant download to registered clients. It offers a free search and lightbox service.

Visit : www.travel-library.co.uk.  Contact : Marvin Woodyatt at mwoodyatt@photoshot.com. 

Kaipey Travel Gear 

Kaipey Travel Gear is a new company specialising in essential & quality travel accessories for the tourist and business traveller. 

Their first product launch will be a digital luggage scale scheduled for launch in October 2014.

Visit : www.kaipeytravelgear.com. Contact : Sanjay Parmar at sp@kaipeytravelgear.com. 

Agencies 
Lemongrass Marketing (UK)

Lemongrass Marketing is a fully integrated travel PR, Sales and Representation consultancy that supports travel brands worldwide to launch, re-launch or re-position themselves in the UK and Irish markets.

Visit : www.lemongrassmarketing.com. Contact : Abigail Ogden at abi@lemongrassmarketing.com.

Pamela Farrell (UK)

Pamela
Farrell represents hospitality clients in East Anglia UK.
Visit : www.acinns.co.uk. Pamela Farrell at info@pamelafarrell.co.uk. 
	News


IPW, Orlando, Florida

30 May to 3 June 2015

IPW, formerly known as International Pow Wow, is acknowledged as the largest single generator of travel to the US.  

Over three days of intensive pre-scheduled appointments, more than 1,000 travel organisations from every US region and industry category connect with more than 1,300 international and domestic buyers, while nearly 500 media representatives seek out the latest travel stories.

Visit : www.ipw.com. Contact : Cathy Keefe at ckeefe@ustravel.org. 
Markthal, Rotterdam

Markthal, Rotterdam, which opens 1 October 2014, will be the first indoor food market in Holland.

It will contain 110 fresh produce and food units selling bread, dairy products, meat, fish, fruit, vegetables, seasonal produce, delicacies, flowers and 15 restaurants.

 Visit : www.markthalrotterdam.nl/en. Contact : Simone Sagi  at sSagi@holland.com. 
Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines

Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines has launched its ‘Worldwide Cruises 2015/16’ brochure,  featuring 243 destinations in 80 countries.

It includes maiden calls into the ports of : 

	· Argostoli (Greece)

· Bremen (Germany)

· Brevik (Norway)

· Charleston (USA)

· Devil’s Island (Île Royale,  French Guiana) 

· Flensburg (Germany) 

· Jacksonville (USA)
	· Luanda (Angola) 

· Maputo (Mozambique) 

· Red Bay (Canada) 

· Salem (USA) 

· São Filipe (Cape Verde) 

· Savannah (USA) 

· Tuticorin (India), and 

· Zanzibar (Tanzania).


Visit : www.fredolsencruises.com. Contact : Ruth Ryland at ruth.ryland@fredolsen.co.uk. 
New driving tour app for the Florida Keys

A new tour app that tells drivers where to find the best sights, attractions and viewpoints along the Miami to Key West route has been launched by GyPSy Guide - an app for iPhone and Android devices.

The tours play automatically using the phone's GPS technology to tell the about the most interesting places to see while on the trip.

The apps also reveal unique stories about each destination, providing the same in-depth level of detail one gets from a real-life tour guide. 

The commentary for the Miami to Key West app was prepared by veteran Florida tour guide Martin Crossland. 

Visit : www.gypsyguide.com. Contact : Rick Bulich at info@gypsyguide.com. 
ME Miami

Meliá Hotels International, is to open ME Miami, a new Bayfront property, in spring 2015.

The property will take over the location of the Casa Moderna Hotel at 1100 Biscayne Boulevard.  It is an area that will host Zaha Hadid’s new project, the One Thousand Museum, and the new Miami World Centre shopping mall.

ME Miami will have 129 rooms, two rooftop pools, and more than 5,000 square feet of renovated space that will be converted into new dynamic food and beverage facilities with dining and event spaces. 

There are currently ME hotels in London, Madrid, Mallorca and Ibiza with ME Milan opening in 2015 and ME Dubai in 2016.

Visit :www.me-by-melia.com. Contact : Flora Beaumont at flora.beaumont@luchfordapm.com. 
Celebrity Cruises

Celebrity Cruises has won a number of honours for its wines in the Wine Spectator 2014 Restaurant Wine List Awards. 

Ten of 12 prestigious honours in the cruise category were awarded to Celebrity Cruises for its wine lists that are featured onboard each of its 11 ships.   

The publication’s “Award of Excellence,” is given for wine lists that offer a well-chosen selection of quality producers, along with a thematic match to the menu in both price and style.  

On average, Celebrity Cruises’ main restaurants have over 400 wines available.

Celebrity Cruises also offers a variety of onboard activities and experiences that involve guests in wine education and enjoyment, including Riedel comparative wine glass workshops, wine and food pairing events and wine tastings.

Visit : www.celebritycruises.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Rathbone at sarah.rathbone@sirencomms.com. 
Busch Gardens Tampa, Florida

Busch Gardens Tampa has unveiled Falcon's Fury, the first drop tower of its kind in the world, mimicking the dive speeds of the fastest animal.

Falcon's Fury stands at 335 feet (102 metres) and takes riders plunging 60 mph straight down.  

At the ride's highest point, riders pivot 90 degrees in midair to a face-down dive position. An instant later riders plunge 60 mph straight down.

Visit : www.seaworldparks.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Dalton at lucy@cubo.com. 
The Beaches of Northwest Florida
The Beaches of Northwest Florida comprise Panama City Beach and Beaches of South Walton.

This area of Florida, which is relatively undiscovered, is known for its white sand beaches and 

green water. The area is also a gateway to the southeastern United States with New Orleans located

295 miles to the west and Atlanta 292 miles (489 km) north.
 
Visit www.visitpanamacitybeach.com and www.beachesofsouthwalton.com. Contact :Travis Currie 
at travis@visitsouthwalton.com. 
New burial tomb find in Amfipolis, Greece 

Greece anticipates an increase in visitor numbers to archaeological sites and museums following new burial tomb find in Amfipolis

Two sphinxes have been found guarding the entrance of a tomb dating between 325 and 300 BC in ancient Amfipolis, in the region of Serres in northern Greece - an hour's drive east from the city of Thessaloniki. 

The tomb was found when archaeologists were excavating an ancient mound. 

Workers have uncovered a flight of steps leading to a path flanked by masonry walls, which end in a built-up arch covering two headless, wingless sphinxes.

The tomb will open to the public once archaeologists complete their work. 

However, the rest of the Amfipolis site – which is one of the richest archaeological regions in the country – is currently open.

Greece's second city, Thessaloniki, makes a base to explore the region's museums and archaeological sites including :

· the Archaeological Museum and the Museum of Byzantine Culture, while 

· the royal tombs and museum of ancient Aegae in Vergina, an hour's drive west, provides a fuller picture of the grandeur of the ancient Greek kingdom of Macedon.

Visit : www.whc.unesco.org/en/list/780. Contact : George Tziachris at deputy_director@gnto.co.uk. 
	Leads


The Global Hotel Alliance

Global Hotel Alliance (GHA) is the world´s largest alliance of independent hotel brands. 

GHA currently includes 25 brands with over 440 upscale and luxury hotels offering over 100,000 rooms in 61 different countries. 

Visit : www.gha.com. Contact :  Lallie Fraser at lallie@grifcopr.com. 
Lee Valley Hockey and Tennis Centre, Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, London

The Lee Valley Regional Park is a 10,000-acre, 26 miles long linear park, much of it green spaces, running through the northeast of Greater London, Essex and Hertfordshire, in an area generally known as the Lea Valley. 

Lee Valley Hockey and Tennis Centre has four indoor and six outdoor tennis courts as well as two of the best hockey pitches in the country. 
Visit : www.visitleevalley.org.uk/hockeytennis and www.visitleevalleypark.org. Contact : Contact : Joanne Curtis at joannecurtis@leevalleypark.org.uk.
Mexican Food Tours, Mexico City, Mexico

Mexican Food Tours offers walking food tours through Mexico City to sample the very best authentic Mexican food. 

Set up by passionate local foodies Connie Estefan and Jimena Gil, Mexican Food Tours is all about guiding people through the wide variety of food offered in Mexico City. 

Guests try both savoury and sweet local specialties while exploring the ever-colorful Mexico City through the eyes of a local. 

Vsit : www.mexicanfoodtours.com. Contact : Connie Estefan at contact@mexicanfoodtours.com. 
The Colarado River

George Wendt, founder and owner of river rafting company, O.A.R.S has contributed more than $3 million toward the preservation of the environment and to conservation initiatives worldwide in its 45-year history the company 

Now O.A.R.S. is highlight the potential risk from developers who, it believes, is threatening aquifers that feed the Colorado River in its course through the Grand Canyon. 

The first, the proposed Tusayan development, would add 2,200 homes and collateral services and amenities less than two miles from the South Rim entrance to Grand Canyon National Park.

The second, known as the Grand Canyon Escalade project, in another section of the Canyon, is for a gondola designed to transport 4,000 tourists daily from the rim to the river. 

The National Park Service has already expressed serious concerns about the environmental impact these projects could have on the Grand Canyon.

O.A.R.S. offers whitewater rafting, sea kayaking and multi-sport adventure packages on over 35 rivers and coastlines around the world. 

Visit : www.oars.com. Contact : Steve Markle at stevem@oars.com. 
The Aruba Reef Care Project 

The annual Aruba Reef Care Project, every September, is a major clean-up of the island’s beaches and dive and snorkel sites, attracting locals and tourists.

Running throughout the month, with a focus on a different area on certain dates, it is Aruba's largest volunteer environmental initiative to preserve the island's  beaches.

The project also helps raise awareness about the importance of protecting the environment and focuses on the conservation of clean underwater sites.

Visit : www.aruba.com. Contact : Joanna Walding at j.walding@aruba.comail and (for the Aruba Care Reef Project)  castroperez@gmail.com. 
The Nice CVB, France 


Nice, on the French Riviera in the South of France a city of multiple perfumes and flavours with the gentle lifestyle is as much due to the city's beauty as to its exceptional climate.
The Cours Saleya and its markets will reveal their unexpected treasures and stimulate taste-buds. 

Flower markets, fruit and vegetable markets, fish markets.

The Old City - with its picturesque narrow streets has even more treasures in store.
Visit : www.en.nicetourisme.com. Contact : Isabelle Bailey-Quere at  isabelle.billey-quere@otnice.com 
Tswalu Kalahari, South Africa’s largest privately owned game reserve

Tswalu Kalahari, is located in the heart of the malaria-free Northern Cape Province.

Situated at the foot of the Korannaberg mountain range Tswalu Kalahari covers an area of approximately 1,000 km² (100,000 hectares), making it the largest privately owned game reserve in the country.  

Herds of gemsbok, springbok, eland and hartebeest roam this vast expanse, adapted to survive with little water and living off the pastures that the unpredictable rains bring. 

In turn, the antelope provide food for the desert carnivores including black-maned lions, spotted and brown hyenas, wild dog and cheetah that share this land with an amazing array of rare and fascinating smaller creatures, including the ever-curios Meerkat, bat-eared foxes and aardvark. 
 
Tswalu accommodates guests in small camps. 

Visit : www.tswalu.com. Contact : Zoe Carroll at zoe@tswalu.com.
Mountain Paradise, Slovakia

Mountain Paradise is the only ATOL bonded specialist operating solely from the Tatra Mountains in Slovakia.

The company offers a range of holiday options including ski and snow packages on the high and low Tatras, golf weekends on championship standard golf course, historical day trips and photography workshops and walking weekenders.  

Mountain Paradise have a range of high-end accommodation including the Grand Hotel Kempinski and the Grand Hotel Praha.

Visit : www.mountainparadise.co.uk. Contact : Tim Thackray at mountainParadise@rooster.co.UK. 
Key West Extreme Adventures, the Florida Keys

Eco-adventure and marine life encounters are the focus of a shark and wildlife eco-tour offered by Key West Extreme Adventures. 

Set up by veteran Key West fishing captain Ken Harris, the tour takes passengers on a 2-hour shallow-water visual hunt for sharks in the pristine backcountry waters off Key West. 

Sailings are aboard the Tiger Cat”, a 34-foot catamaran. 

Shark species that travel Florida Keys waters include bull, nurse, lemon, blacktip and hammerhead. It’s even possible to view tiger sharks at certain times of the year. Sea turtles, dolphins and a wide variety of bird life also can be viewed on the tours.

Visit : www.kwextremeadventures.com. Contact : Jo Thomas at  jo.thomas@kbc-pr.com. 
Walk Japan

Walk Japan, which offers specialised tours of Japan, has launched Elegance Japan, a tour especially created for women interested in Japanese fashion, beauty and culture.

A 7-day, 6-night tour focuses on Tokyo and Kyoto and includes activities of particular interest to women.   

Visit : www.walkjapan.com/tour/elegance-japan. Contact : Angie Cronin at angie@loudbird.co.uk. 
Bicycle Adventures in Hawaii

Bicycle Adventures is a Pacific Northwest-based active travel company specializing in two-wheel tours in North America, Hawaii’s Big Island and New Zealand.

The company offers three levels of bicycle tours on Hawaii’s Big Island that range from “classic”, which means upgraded lodging and dining, “casual” or more relaxed and easier on the pocketbook and “family” which designates family-friendly activities for all ages. 

Bicycle Adventures' tours include Classic (25-50 miles a day), Classic Plus (50-60 miles a day) and Epic (70+ miles a day with the most demanding terrain). 

Pre-set and custom tours take in :  

· the Pacific Northwest into Canada

· California and the Southwest

· South Dakota

· New Jersey

· Pennsylvania

· Colorado

· Hawaii, and New Zealand. 

Visit : www.bicycleadventures.com. Contact : Sara Widness at -sara@widnesspr.com. 

Geek’s Guide to Scotland

The Geek’s Guide to Scotland offers walking tours with experienced English, Chinese, Japanese and Spanish speaking guides.

Visit : www.geeksguidetoscotland.com. Contact : contact@geeksguidetoscotland.com. 
	What’s on 


Autumn events in Holland 

Dutch Design Week, Eindhoven

18 to 26 October 2014 (annual)

The Dutch Design Week in Eindhoven is Hollands largest design event, with 300 events held in over 60 locations which together attract over 150.000 visitors.

One of the highlights of the Dutch Design Week are the Dutch Design Awards. 

Visit : www.ddw.nl. Contact : Simone Sagi  at sSagi@holland.com. 
Affordable Art Fair, Amsterdam

31 October 2014 to 2 November 2014

The Affordable Art Fair provides visitors the opportunity to view and potentially buy thousands of art works. 

Paintings and prints, sculptures and photography are on display with original work of art by an upcoming talent or an established artist at less than 5000 Euros.

Visit : www.affordableartfair.com. Contact : Simone Sagi  at sSagi@holland.com. 
GLOW Light Art Festival, Eindhoven, Holland

8 to 16 November 2014

The GLOW light art festival is an annual event in Eindhoven during which dozens of light artists give Eindhoven’s city centre an electric makeover. During the festival façades and public spaces are lit up.

Every year, hundreds of thousands of visitors are led through the city centre by the most varied, fascinating and unusual light projections. 

Visit : www.gloweindhoven.nl. Contact : Simone Sagi  at sSagi@holland.com. 
The Rhythms Of Dominica

24 to 26 October 2014 (annual)

The Rhythms festival on the Caribbean island of Dominica brings together all types of music including calypso, reggae, soca, konpa, zouk and rock and roll. 

Dominica lies south of Guadeloupe and north of Martinique in the Eastern Caribbean, offering a lush natural environment with tropical forest that covers two thirds of the island as well as an abundance of rivers, lakes and waterfalls fed by the high annual rainfall. 

Dominica is popular with adventure travellers with activities that include: hiking, diving, watersports, whale and dolphin watching and canyoning.     

Visit : www.wcmfdominica.dm and www.dominica.dm. Contact :  Steele Paulich at steele.paulich@brightergroup.com. 
MONTRÉAL EN LUMIÈRE, Montréal, Quebec, Canada
19 February 2010 to 1 March 2015

MONTRÉAL EN LUMIÈRE is one of the largest winter festivals in the world, an annual celebration drawing 900,000 fans to experience the joy of Montréal wintertime through a unique program combining performing arts, gastronomy and free outdoor family activities.

Three free outdoor events: Performing Arts, Wine And Dine Experience and Hydro-Quebec Celebration, which attracts 500,000 visitors.

Visit : www.montrealenlumiere.com. Contact : montrealhighlights@equipespectra.ca
Bath Literature Festival, Bath, UK

February 2015 (dates tbc)

The festival features author readings and talks, workshops and literary-related activities and hosts

Nobel and Booker Prize winners, leading political thinkers, poets and humorists.

Visit :  www.bathlitfest.org.uk. Contact : Tamsin Treverton-Jones at Tamsin.treverton-jones@bathfestivals.org.uk. 

Winter Party Festival, Miami Beach, Miami, Florida, USA

4 to 9 March 2015 (annual)

Over 25 events comprising music, fashion, art and performance take place to benefit the LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) community.

Over 10,000 guests from around the world attend six days of events and all are welcome regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity, age, race, ethnicity or belief.

Visit : www.winterparty.com. Contact : David Orchard atdorchard@ideazeit.com. 

St Patrick's Day Festival - Dublin, Ireland
14 to to 17 March 2015 (annual)

Ireland's national saint is celebrated with music, fireworks, street theatre and dance, visual art and the St Patrick's Day Parade. 

St. Patrick’s Festival has develop into a major annual international festival around the national holiday and sets out to reflect the talents and achievements of Irish people and act as a showcase for the people of Ireland, of every age and social background.
Over one million visitors attend.

As the one national holiday that is celebrated in more countries around the world than any other, St. Patrick’s Day is the day when everyone wants to be Irish. 
Visit : www.stpatricksfestival.ie. Contact : press@stpatricksfestival.ie.
Montreal St Patrick's Day Parade, Quebec, Canada

14 March (annual)

The Montreal St. Patrick’s Parade has run consecutively since 1824  and each year the citizens of Montreal and visitors are invited to enjoy this celebration of St. Patrick, the Irish community and the welcoming of Spring. 

This giant replica of St. Patrick at the onset of the parade lets everyone know that the celebration has begun and the Grand Marshal who leads the three hour presentation of floats, bands, community and cultural groups follows him.
Visit : www.montrealirishparade.com. Contact : publicrelations@montrealirishparade.com. 

The Eilat Birds Festival

15 to 22 March 2015

The Eilat Birds Festival is organized by the Israel Ornithological Center of the SPNI and has become one of the most significant international events in the WP birding scene. 

The festival is a weeklong event that includes day and night birding tours to all the best sites in southern Israel, many bird related activities and presentations. The festival is based at the Isrotel Agamim Hotel in Eilat.

Visit : www.eilatbirdsfestival.com, www.birdsofeilat.com, www.explore-eilat.com and www.isrotel.com. Contact : eilatbirdsfestival@gmail.com
Womadelaide, Adelaide, South Australia

6 to 9 March 2015

WOMAD is the World of Music, Arts & Dance, founded by the musician Peter Gabriel in 1982, and WOMADelaide, the Australian WOMAD festival launched in 1992.

Over the past 21 years it has become one of the nation’s favourite outdoor festivals because of the music it presents and its friendly vibe. 
WOMADelaide runs over four days in Botanic Park in inner-city Adelaide. 
The program features performances and workshops on seven stages by the world's best traditional and contemporary musicians, dancers and DJs, a KidZone activity area, street theatre and visual artists, the Taste the World cooking program.

Visit : www.womad.org/festivals/womadelaide. Contact : Nicola Prime at apadmin@artsprojects.com.au.

Jameson Dublin International Film Festival, Dublin, Republic of Ireland
19 to 29 March 2015

The festival is a non-competitive showcase of films and includes premieres and special screenings. 

Filmmakers and actors introduce and discuss their films.

Visit : www.jdiff.com. Contact : Sarah Smyth at press@jdiff.com. 

New Orleans Jazz And Heritage Festival, Louisiana, USA

24 April to 3 May 2015 

The birthplace of jazz celebrates its heritage with live music, food and crafts. Runs over two weekends. Over 500 acts perform in total. 

Visit : www.nojazzfest.com and  www.jazzandheritage.org. Contact : Matthew Goldman at matthew@nojazzfest.com.

London Festival Of Baroque Music, London

May 2015 (dates tbc)

The festival is one of the largest celebrations of baroque music of the 18th century featuring performances from international soloists and ensembles.

Visit : www.lufthansafestival.org.uk. Contact : Helen Tweedy at helen@albion-media.co.uk
The Isle of White Festival, UK

11 to 14 June 2015

The Isle of Wight Festival was first held in 1968 with the 1969 event starring Bob Dylan and The Band. In 1970, with The Who, Jimi Hendrix, Miles Davis and the Doors headlining, the festival attracted an estimated crowd of 600,000. 

The festival was revived in 2002.

The Isle of Wight is England’s largest island, lying off the south coast. Over half the island is designated as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

There are ferry crossings to the island from Southampton, Portsmouth and Lymington. 

Visit : www.isleofwightfestival.com. Contact : isleofwight@amazingmedia.co.uk.  

Sheridan WYO Rodeo week, Wyoming

7 to 12 July 2015

The Annual Sheridan WYO Rodeo, is part of the Million Dollar Tour of Professional Rodeos, which is one of the best professional rodeos in the country. 

Visit : www.sheridanwyoming.org. Contact : Penny L. Becker at stt@sheridanwyoming.org.

Burning Man, Black Rock City, Black Rock Desert, Nevada, USA

August /September (annual)

Burning Man is a multi-cultural arts festival that takes place the week leading up to and including Labor Day, in Nevada's Black Rock Desert. Highlight is the burning of a giant human effigy in the middle of the desert. 
Around 50,000 attendees dedicate themselves to the spirit of community, art, self-expression, and self-reliance - depart one week later, leaving no trace. 

Visit : www.burningman.com. Contact : press@burningman.com
	Reasons to write about


The Florida Keys from the air

A seaplane to America’s most remote national park 

America’s most remote national park, the Dry Tortugas, is located 70 miles off the coast of Key West and is known for its marine life and pirate legends.

At the centre of the Dry Tortugas lies Fort Jefferson, an historic Civil War-era fort. 

Surrounded by crystal clear waters and white sand beaches, visitors can enjoy a day out relaxing, snorkelling and taking in the fascinating history of the fort and park.

For more than 30 years, Key West Seaplane Adventures has offered tours to the Dry Tortugas, which is only a 40-minute flight from Key West International Airport. 

Visit : www.keywestseaplanecharters.com  

Helicopter flights

Old City Helicopter Tours, located halfway down the Florida Keys in Marathon, offers a range of flight packages from a 6-minute ”sample” to an hour-long escape into the sky. 

The Bahia Honda State Park tour journeys over the world-famous Seven Mile Bridge before soaring over the azure waters and beaches of Bahia Honda State Park, Spanish Harbor Key and Big Pine Key in the Lower Keys. 

Visit : www.oldcityhelicopters.com/floridakeys.

A vintage WWII plane

Marathon's newest sightseeing venture, Overseas Aero Tours, provides an opportunity to see the Florida Keys from a vintage WWII biplane. 

During the company's biplane rides for two, passengers can view the historic and contemporary bridges connecting the islands of the Florida Keys and spot marine life such as fish, sharks, rays and dolphins in the clear shallow waters below. 

Visit : www.overseasaerotours.com
Parasailing

Kay Largo, located at the top of the Florida Keys island chain, offers thrilling sights for parasailing enthusiasts or novices. 

Visitors can choose between Key Largo Parasail’s 500- or 1000-foot flights over Key Largo,Florida Bay and the Atlantic Ocean.

Visit : www.keylargoparasail.com
Visit: www.fla-keys.co.uk. Contact : Jo Thomas at jo.thomas@kbctravelgroup.com. 
The Van Nelle Factory, Rotterdam

The Van Nelle Factory, Rotterdam has been designated a UNESCO World Heritage site

The former coffee, tea and tobacco factory that was constructed between 1925-31. 

The factory complex, a collection of interconnected buildings, is one of the highlights of twentieth-century industrial architecture. 

Soon after it was built, prominent architects described the factory as ‘the most beautiful spectacle of the modern age’ (Le Corbusier, 1932) and ‘a poem in steel and glass’ (Robertson and Yerbury, 1930). 

The award of World Heritage status to the Van Nelle Factory brings the total number of sites in Holland to ten. It is Rotterdam’s first World Heritage Site.

Visit : www.vannellefabriek.com. Contact : Simone Sagi  at sSagi@holland.com. 
The Sustainable Destinations Alliance for the Americas

The Sustainable Destinations Alliance for the Americas (SDAA) comprises :
	· Antigua and Barbuda

· The Bahamas

· Barbados

· Dominica
	· Honduras

· Jamaica, and

· Nicaragua.




It is the first large-scale multi-sector initiative for sustainable tourism destinations in the Caribbean and Latin American regions. 

Destination partners will receive support in the form of a Sustainable Destination Toolkit, which was developed by alliance implementation partner and convener Sustainable Travel International. 

The Toolkit includes a destination assessment, an action agenda with short and long term solutions, online training courses for capacity building, a destination monitoring system to ensure on-going success, and marketing support.

Funding for the Toolkit is provided by two founding SDAA partners : 

· the United States Government through the United States Permanent Mission to the Organization of American States, and 

· Royal Caribbean Cruises through its Ocean Fund.

Other SDAA partners include the :

· Organization of American States

· Caribbean Tourism Organization

· Central American Tourism Integration Secretariat

Visit : www.sustainabletravel.org/SDAA. Contact : Johnson Johnrose at jjohnrose@caribtourism.com. 
Woburn Safari Park, Bedfordshire, UK

Newborn twin East African Mountain Bongos can now be seen by visitors to the Woburn Safari Park.

These critically endangered animals are struggling to survive in the wild, with only 80-100 now thought to remain. 

The birth of the twins is another success story for the Bedfordshire-based park, which is home to over 800 wild animals, including some of the most endangered animals in the world.

Established by the 13th Duke of Bedford on the grounds of Woburn Abbey, the park has a long history of species conservation dating back more than 100 years. 

Today, Woburn Safari Park is internationally recognised as a centre of excellence for the conservation of endangered wildlife and houses probably the biggest concentration of critically endangered African ungulates (hoofed mammals) in the world.

Other Woburn attractions are :

· Woburn Abbey and gardens  has been the home of the Dukes of Bedford for nearly 400 years and is currently the home of the 15th Duke and his family. 

· Woburn Golf Club has three championship courses, all recognised in Golf World’s Top 100, and
· The Woburn Hotel , a 55 bedrooms, including seven cottages.

Visit : www.woburn.co.uk. Contact :Helen McCulloch at Helen.mcculloch@mccann.com. 
The Falkland Islands

The Falklands are a compact group of more than 740 Islands, situated approximately 650 kilometres (400 miles) off the south-eastern tip of South America.

The two main Islands are East Falkland and West Falkland, with Stanley is the capital city of the Falklands, located on East Falkland around picturesque Stanley Harbour.
English is the official language of the Falkland Islands.

The Falklands archipelago offers abundant marine and birdlife with elephants seals, sea lions, rare birds of prey, black browed albatross and five different breeds of around 7750,000 penguins living on or around the islands.

The best time to visit the Islands and experience the local culture and wildlife is October to April. 

The average summer temperature (December to March) is 15º Celsius (59º Fahrenheit).

There are over 40 international tour operators offering tailor-made packages and escorted tours to the Falkland Islands. 

Visit www.falklandislands.com and www.falklands.gov.fk. Contact : Samantha Kirton at falklandstourism@keenecomms.com. 

Amtrak

Amtrak, America’s rail passenger service, operates long-distance, cross-country journeys throughout the USA. 

The cruising on tracks packages cover America’s homelands and provide thousands of miles of diverse scenic beauty through its carriage windows.

The Amtrak Routes – covering around 200,000 miles include the following: 

	The Cardinal

Chicago; IndIianapolis * Cincinnati; Washington, D.C; New York

Sunset Limited

Los Angeles; Tucson; San Antonio; Houston * New Orleans; Orlando

Capitol Limited

Chicago; Toledo; Cleveland; Pittsburgh; Washington, D.C.

Lake Shore Limited

Chicago; Cleveland; Albany; New York/Boston

Texas Eagle

Chicago; St. Louis; Little Rock; Dallas; San Antonio; Los Angeles 

Crescent

New York; Philadelphia; Washington, D.C.; Atlanta; New Orleans

Adirondack

Montreal; Westport; Saratoga Springs; New York

Maple Leaf

New York; Syracuse; Rochester; Buffalo: Niagara Falls;Toronto
	Southwest Chief

Los Angeles; Flagstaff ; Albuquerque; Kansas City; Chicago

California Zephyr

San Francisco; Salt Lake City; Chicago

City of New Orleans

Chicago; Memphis; Jackson; New Orleans

Vermonter

Washington, D.C.; New York; Brattleboro * White River Junction; Montpelier; St. Albans

Ethan Allen Express

New York; Albany; Fairhaven; Rutland

Silver Service (Palmetto)

New York; Rocky Mount; Savannah

Silver Service (Silver Meteor)

New York; Florence; Charleston; Savannah; Orlando; Miami

Silver Service (Silver Star)

New York; Raleigh; Columbia; Savannah; Orlando; Tampa; Miami

Acela Express
Boston; New York;  Philadelphia; Washington DC


Visit : www.amtrak.com. Contact : MediaRelations@amtrak.com
	A place to stay 


Centara Grand Villas Nusa Dua Bali

Centara Hotels & Resorts has opened the Centara Grand Villas Nusa Dua Bali, its five-star villa resort in Bali.

The resort includes two signature restaurants, a bar, a swimming pool, the executive club lounge, spa and fitness centre, meeting rooms, and a Chrysler limousine service.

Located at Nusa Dua, on the southern tip of Bali, the resort is within the ocean resort complex.

Centara’s first resort in Bali was Centra Taum Seminyak Bali, which is part of the company’s Centra value brand and opened in 2012.

The Centara Crystal On The Bay Nusa Dua, which is part of the core four-star brand, is due to open in December 2014.

Visit : www.centarahotelsresorts.com. Contact : Sharan Berry at sharanb@avenuesales.co.uk. 
Turtle Island Resort, Fiji

Part of the Yasawa Group of islands in the Republic of Fiji, Turtle Island is situated in a string of ancient volcanic lagoons and jagged outcrops that were born out of violent eruptions, but are now a peaceful paradise of lush greenery, fragrant flowers, and the world’s most exquisite beaches.

Fiji, an island nation in the South Pacific Ocean, occupies an archipelago of about 322 islands (106 permanently inhabited) and 522 islets. 

The 500 acre island allows 14 couples at a time with guests enjoying the private beach and activities including snorkeling, daily scuba diving, kayaking, deep sea fishing, horseback riding and mountain biking. 

Visit : www.turtlefiji.com. Contact : Jan Williams at jan@turtlefiji.com. 

Ikos Resorts

Ikos Resorts is a new brand of luxury resorts in Greece and the Mediterranean. 

The  Ikos portfolio currently features two Greek resorts, Ikos Oceania, which will re-open in March 2015 and the new hotel Ikos Olivia, which will open in May 2015.

Ikos Resorts plans to open seven resorts by 2021.

Visit : www.ikosresorts.com. Contact : Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@ophirpr.co.uk. 
Hacienda Petac, Yucatan, Mexico

Hacienda Petac, a private estate located 30 minutes from Merida in the Yucatan, offers artisanal cooking classes and an insider's view of the Yucatecan culture.  

This culinary package of in-depth cooking lessons and tours is designed for small groups of family and friends and is an opportunity to discover the vibrant traditions and cuisine of the Yucatán.

For guests who wish to explore the diverse attractions of this region, several of the world’s finest Mayan archaeological sites, wildlife reserves, and underwater caves are within an hour.

Visit : www.haciendapetac.com. Contact : Martha Morano at martha@moranopr.com. 

Loews Hotels and Resorts

Loews Hotels and Resorts have opened the Loews Minneapolis Hotel, in the heart of downtown Minneapolis.

The new Chicago O’Hare Hotel, Lowes second Chicago property, which opened in July 2014, is situated near the city’s fashion outlets. 

 Loews’ third Chicago hotel is set to open in February 2015, expanding the group’s presence in this important region.

Visit : www.loewshotels.com. Contact : Ruth Mackenzie at Ruth.Mackenzie@kbctravelgroup.com. 
The Magdalena Grand Beach & Golf Resort, Tobago, Caribbean

The 178-room Magdalena Grand Beach & Golf Resort is located on the 750 acre Tobago Plantations Estate.

It features five fine and casual dining options, an 18-hole PGA-designed championship golf course, multiple swimming pools, a spa and the only five star PADI dive centre on the island. 

Visit : www.magdalenagrand.com. Contact : Manty Atherton at magdalena@limelightpr.co.uk. 
Anantara Veli Resort & Spa, the Maldives

Anantara Hotels, Resorts & Spas is thrilled has opened new Deluxe Over Water Pool Bungalows at its Anantara Veli Resort & Spa, in the Maldives.

Anantara Veli now features 36 Over Water Bungalows, 14 Deluxe Over Water Bungalows and 10 Deluxe Over Water Pool Bungalows. 

A further seven Deluxe Ocean Pool Bungalows on the island offer the ultimate in privacy with dramatic ocean panoramas, complete with a plunge pool, and each are just a short stroll away along a shaded path to the white sand beach and tranquil lagoon waters.

The resort is located in the South Malé Atoll, 35 minutes from Malé International Airport by speedboat.

Anantara currently has 30 properties in :
	· Cambodia

· China

· Indonesia

· the Maldives


	· Mozambique

· Thailand

· the United Arab Emirates, and 

· Vietnam.




Future properties will open in China, Laos, Mauritius, Sri Lanka, Mozambique and Qatar.

Visit : www.anantara.com. Lallie Fraser at lallie@grifcopr.com. 
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An Alliance focus on : 

Food festivals in New Zealand



New Zealand is highlighting its produce, wine and a burgeoning craft brewery scene 

Tourism New Zealand is also encouraging travellers to combine a visit to coincide with one of the growing number of food festivals springing up across the country is the perfect way to add a unique twist to any visit.
	F.A.W.C Food and Wine Classic, Hawkes Bay

31 October to 9 November 2014

The F.A.W.C Food and Wine Classic is New Zealand’s fastest growing food and wine festival taking place in both summer and winter. 

A series of “out of the box” food and wine experiences set in locations throughout Hawke’s Bay, it’s a chance to meet with chefs and food producers and wine makers.

The Summer Series kicks off with a launch party in the vines of Craggy Range Winery. 

There are then 70 events scheduled across the ten days in various locations throughout  Hawke’s Bay including vintage vertical tastings, pre releases, master classes, degustation dinners, private chefs in homes and NZ celebrity chefs.

Visit : www.fawc.co.nz
Gisborne Wine and Food Festival

25 and 26 October 2014

The wine-producing region of Gisborne is one of New Zealand’s sunniest spots and popular with gourmet travellers, with its surf beach setting on the northeast of the North Island. 
The annual festival begins with ‘Cellar Door Saturday’ – the chance to meet the personalities behind the region’s best wineries and learn first-hand about the different styles and techniques at each venue, with each laying on new release wines, food pairing and tastings and live music. 
Sunday brings together the best local wineries and producers at the Awapuni stadium in a boutique marketplace combined with live bands and entertainment. 
Visit : www.gisbornewineandfoodfestival.co.nz 
	Taste of Auckland, Western Springs

13 to 16 November 2014

New Zealand’s most celebrated foodie festival (sister event to Taste London) attracts the best local and international chefs and food and drink producers to celebrate the start of summer in gourmet fashion. 
Live cooking demos, tastings and entertainment take place across four-days in the new green fields Western Springs venue. 
Auckland is establishing itself as a food destination to rival Wellington, with new developments in everything from street food to fine dining.

Visit : www.tasteofauckland.co.nz.

Hokitika Wildfoods Festival

14 March 2015

The small town of Hokitika,on New Zealand’s South Island West Coast, offers an adventurous food festival that attracts thousands. 
Its wpromoted as being ‘wild and wacky’ with everything from snails, seagull eggs, grasshoppers and mountain oysters to huhu beetle grubs served live, cooked, or chocolate-coated on the menu. 
Local producers serve up fresh from the sea scallop kebabs, tasty paua (abalone) patties, kina (sea egg) shots, marinated tuna, whitebait patties and whalebait. 
Meat lovers can also sample rare fare such as pukeko (swamp hen), smoked river trout and paradise duck, all to a backdrop of music and wild fancy dress. 
Visit : www.wildfoods.co.nz


	Food festivals is New Zealand

(Cont)

Bluff Oyster Festival

23 May 2015

With the tag line ‘unsophisticated and proud of it’, this annual festival is held on the South Island’s most southerly point in the seaside town of Bluff. 
Held annually to celebrate the seasonal harvest of oysters, the festival entertainment is oyster related with the ‘piping in the oyster’ to start the event and then oyster opening and eating competitions, oyster sack creativity awards and live local music.
Bluff in Southland is the oldest European settled town in the country and the gateway to New Zealand’s third island, Stewart Island, known for its native bird sanctuaries and walking trails such as the Rakiura Track, one of New Zealand’s ‘Great Walks’. 
Visit : www.bluffoysterfest.co.nz
Welly on a plate

August 2015 (dates tbc)

Taking place in the New Zealand’s so called ‘coolest little capital’, the annual ‘Welly on a Plate’ festival, takes palce every August. 
Visitors enjoy 100 events from a celebration of New Zealand’s growing craft beer scene at ‘Beervana’ to master classes in urban beekeeping, foraging and beer matching trips and Wairarapa Truffle tasting. 
A festival highlight is the ‘Battle of the Buns’, which sees 69 restaurants compete to offer Wellington’s best burger. 
Visit :  www.wellingtononaplate.com

	Whitianga Scallop Festival, Coromandel

September 2015 (dates tbc)

One of New Zealand’s most popular seafood events, The Whitianga Scallop Festival has over 60 food and wine stands, seafood cooking demonstrations from New Zealand chefs, a weekend of Kiwi bands and performers and even a scallop shucking competition. 
In a location overlooking the Whitianga Harbour on the North Island’s Coromandel Peninsula, the region is known for its sweet scallops and is one of the country’s most popular beach holiday destinations with its white sand beaches, native rainforest, coastal walking trails and artistic atmosphere. 
Visit : www.scallopfestival.co.nz



Visit : www.newzealand.com. Contact : Sarah Rigler at newzealand@verypcc.com.

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com
Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or 

Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
	Hudson’s Historic Houses and Gardens 

www.hudsonsheritage.com. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com. Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com.
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com
	The Official (UK) Tourist Board Guides 
www.visitor-guides.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  press@roughguides.com  

The Signpost 

www.signpost.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com. Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.com. Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 




	The International Travel Writers Alliance
	
	AllWays traveller


Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel writers, broadcasters and photographers

· Editor : 
commissioning editors

· Partner : 
travel and tourism industry organisations, or 

· Agency : 
agency representatives with travel or tourism clients
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive

The International Travel Writers Alliance

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com 

AllWays traveller is the consumer travel features ‘arm’ of the Alliance providing independent travellers with views of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ann Mealor FCIPR

Commissioning Editor

AllWays traveller 

07971 596 925

Ann@itwalliance.com 
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	The Alliance 

Bulletin 


Providing key information in a
no-frills format for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.
Mid-September 2014

Ashley Gibbins 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
www.itwalliance.com
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance press card 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card is an official recognition of a journalist as a professional travel journalist.

It can also be used when seeking media accreditation for a travel event, activity or initiative or press trip.

Cardholder also : 

· enjoy access to a range of specific and ongoing opportunities, attracted by the Alliance 
· use the card when looking for press pass entrance to a wide range of tourism, leisure and culture attractions and entertainments worldwide, and 
· enjoy Alliance support in a cardholders relationship with travel and tourism industry partners and their agencies.
Contact Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com.


	Job shop


The International Travel Writers Alliance Job Shop provides a range of job opportunities

The Job Shop has been created to enable the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.

Addition services through Job shop
The Alliance’s travel journalists can also :

· create an anonymous job seeker profile or upload a CV for potential employers to search through 
· set up Job Alerts so as to be notified if a job is posted that matches the journalists skills or interests, and
· access job searching tools and tips 
Visit : www.jobtarget.com/home/home.cfm?site_id=14773
	The Alliance Syndication Network 


The Alliance Syndication Network enables Alliance journalists to syndicate their features (or links to these features) through the other members in the Network.

By working together in this way, Syndication Network journalists can achieve a far higher circulation for their features.

It will also increase the willingness of travel industry representatives to work with Syndication Network journalists, knowing they will be able to 'deliver' a far greater potential readership reach.

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
The Caribbean Tourism Organisation (CTO)

The CTO is the Caribbean’s tourism development agency comprising membership of over 30 countries and territories including Dutch, English, French and Spanish, as well as a myriad of private sector allied members. 
Its primary objective is to provide to and through its members the services and information necessary for the development of sustainable tourism for the economic and social benefit of the Caribbean people.

Visit : www.onecaribbean.org. Contact : Johnson JohnRose at johnsonjohnrose@gmail.com.

Cave Hotels Ksagan (Turkey)

Cave Hotel Saksagan is an old house in Goreme, which has been completely restored as a boutique hotel.

Rooms are decorated in the Ottoman Style and located within fairy-chimneys and carved into the rocks.      

With a history going back to Hittite times (+4000 years) and once a province of the Roman Empire, Cappadocia is now the area of central Turkey which lies between Aksaray in the west, Kayseri in the east and Nigde in the south. 

It is criss-crossed with valleys and dotted with dramatic rock formations. 

Visit : www.cavehotelsaksagan.net. Contact : Numan Atak at torcun@hotmail.com.

CIRE Travel (USA)

CIRE Travel offers corporate, leisure and group travel concierge with the perks and upgrades that comes from great connections.

Visit : www.CIREtravel.com. Contact : Eric Hrubant at ehrubant@ciretravel.com. 
The Tourism Society (UK)

The Tourism Society is the professional membership body for people working in the tourism and travel industry, whether directly or indirectly, in the UK and overseas. 

Existing members represent tour operators, hotel chains, PR, marketing and representation companies, tourist attractions, national, regional and local tourist boards, restaurants, trade media, charities, consultants, academics, students and educational establishments, among others.

The Tourism Management Institute (TMI) and Tourism Consultants Network are professional sections within the Society.

The Society organises 20+ events throughout the year and publishes a quarterly journal examining a wide range of topics relevant to the industry as a whole.

Visit : www.visitdublin.com. Gregory Yeoman at gregory@tourismsociety.org.

Adventure Travel Trade Association

The Adventure Travel Trade Association (ATTA), is a global membership organization and home to a thriving community of more than 700 responsible, profitable businesses, destinations and media who transform customers and businesses alike into advocates for sustainability and justice worldwide. 

Its members leaders include tour operators, destination marketing organizations, tourism boards, specialty travel agents, guides, accommodations, media and service providers.

Visit : www.adventuretravel.biz. Contact : Nicole
Petrak at nicole@adventuretravel.biz.

The American Society of Travel Agents

The American Society of Travel Agents (ASTA) is the world's largest association of travel professionals and is the leading advocate for travel agents, the travel industry and the travelling public.
Its members include travel agents and the companies whose products they sell such as tours, cruises, hotels, car rentals, etc. 

ASTA’s mission is to enhance the professionalism and profitability of members worldwide through effective representation in industry and government affairs, education and training, and by identifying and meeting the needs of the travelling public.

Visit : www.asta.org. Contact : Jennifer Michels at pr@asta.org
. 



Ecotourism Australia

Ecotourism Australia was formed in 1991 and is the peak Australian body for the ecotourism and sustainable tourism industry.  

The Association has a diverse membership that includes key industry sectors and including ecotourism accommodation, tour and attraction operators; tourism planners; protected area managers; academics and students; tourism, environmental, interpretation and training consultants; local and regional tourism associations and travellers. 

Ecotourism Australia owns and manages four certification programs for the Australian tourism industry

· ECO certification

· Respecting Our Culture (ROC) certification

· Climate Action certification, and 
· EcoGuide certification.

Visit : www.ecotourism.org.au. Contact : eco@ecotourism.org.au. 

ANTOR

ANTOR is the principal lobbying organisation for the world's tourist offices. Its UK membership comprises national and regional tourist offices which are represented in Britain. 

ANTOR's objectives include providing a fraternal forum for its members to meet and exchange ideas, to forge close relationships with all other sectors of the travel industry.
It also looks to be recognised as one of the foremost advocates of responsible tourism and to comment on a wide range of issues affecting worldwide travel and tourism.



Visit : www.antor.com.Contact : Alison Cryer at secretariat@antor.com  

Leipzig Tourism and Marketing

Leipzig Tourism and Marketing (LTM) promotes Leipzig as a travel destination worldwide. 

In the course of its impressive history, many tags have been attached to Leipzig – the “Mother of Trade Fairs”, the “City of Music” or the “City of Heroes” because of the Peaceful Revolution in 1989. 

LTM offers journalists and editorial offices assistance with their travel reports and can provide information on virtually any topic connected with Leipzig. 
Services include press releases, research texts in various languages, an online photo archive with 2,000 pictures. LTM organizes individual and group press trips, photo and filming permissions or interview partners.


Visit : www.ltm-leipzig.de/press. Contact : Steffi Gretschel at s.gretschel@ltm-leipzig.de.

Florida's Historic Coast

Florida's Historic Coast is located on the Sunshine State's northeastern shore. 
It features historic St. Augustine, the nation's oldest city, along with the luxurious seaside resorts and outstanding golf opportunities of Ponte Vedra Beach.  

The destination features some of America's most historic sites, outstanding dining, upscale accommodations, fine art galleries, and 42 miles of pristine beaches. 
It is home to the World Golf Hall of Fame, the PGA Tour headquarters and more than 60 other attractions.

Visit : www.FloridasHistoricCoast.com. Contact : Barbara Golden at  bgolden@floridashistoriccoast.com.  

The Ontario Tourism Marketing Partnership Corporation  

The Ontario Tourism Marketing Partnership Corporation collaborates with tourism partners and colleagues at home and internationally to develop and deliver integrated, research-driven marketing programs that reinforce Ontario as a strong tourism economy and a premier, four-season travel destination.


Visit : www.ontariotravel.net Contact : Lydia McCourt at lydia.mccourt@ontario.ca.

The Global Hotel Alliance

The Global Hotel Alliance (GHA), the world's largest alliance of independent hotel brands, officially launched GHA Discovery. 

This new loyalty programme is the first-ever to unite independent luxury hotel brands including Kempinski, Doyle Collection, Leela, Anantara and Omni to deliver experience-based rewards to its members globally. 

The programme, which runs across 12 brands and nearly 300 hotels, aims to turn a business trip or weekend getaway into a one-of-a-kind adventure. 
With a heightened level of personalised service, the programme also provides access to more than 1000 Local Experiences, which provide exclusive access to off-the-beaten path activities around the world.


Visit : www.gha.com Contact : Haitham Assem at haitham.assem@gha.com. 
Agencies 
	News


Chewton Glen, The New Forest, Hampshire UK

Chewton Glen has been voted the UK’s Number 1 Holiday Hotel in this years’ Conde Nast Traveller Readers Awards with its spa recognised as the 5th Best UK Spa.   

Both the hotel and spa were also listed in the World’s Top 100.  

Chewton Glen is a five red star privately-owned luxury hotel and spa situated on the edge of the New Forest and a short walk from the sea and is two hours’ drive from central London. It has 70 luxurious bedrooms, suites and tree houses.

Visit : www.chewtonglen.com. Contact : Angela Day at ADay@ChewtonGlen.com. 
Tunisia introduces departure tax

A departure tax stamp of 30 dinars  (equivalent to 11 Pound Sterling/13 Euros)  now has to be purchased by each tourist visiting Tunisia.

The stamp can be purchased from any airport, port, local revenue office or border checkpoint in Tunisia. It can be purchased at any time during a stay in the country.

The tax stamp is affixed to the passport and retained by the authorities on departure.

Visit :www.cometotunisia.co.uk. Contact :  Moncef Battikh at moncef.battikh@cometotunisia.co.uk. 
The Marco Beach Ocean Resort, Marco Island, Florida

The Marco Beach Ocean Resort announced that it has earned an Expedia Insiders Select Award for 2014. 

The resort is one of just 650 winners worldwide from an annual survey of more than 2 million guest reviews from Expedia customers based upon criteria including service and value for the money.

Overlooking the Gulf of Mexico, the all-suite Marco Beach Ocean Resort is located on Marco Island, one of the so called Ten Thousand Islands located between Naples and the Florida Everglades along Southwest Florida’s Gulf Coast. 

The Marco Beach Ocean Resort features a variety of dining options, including the Beachfront Bar & Grill and authentic Italian cuisine at the Sale e Pepe restaurant. 

There is a full-service spa and fitness centre amenities, a swimming pool, white sandy beaches and nearby golf.

Visit : www.marcoresort.com. Contact : Jennifer Nicholson at nicholsonj@fiddlerscreek.com.

Memphis the Musical comes to London 

Following a Broadway run and a 55-city North American tour, the musical Memphis is to open in London’s Shaftsbury Theatre on 23 October 2014.

In the underground nightclubs of 1950s Memphis, Tennessee, the soul of a new era is dawning as the first sounds of rock ‘n’ roll, blues and gospel are emerging into the mainstream.

The production stars Beverley Knight (The Bodyguard) and Killian Donnelly (The Commitments, Billy Elliot the Musical, Les Miserables), with original songs by Grammy winner and Bon Jovi co-founder David Bryan.

Visit : www.memphisthemusical.com. Contact : Jonathan Mountford at jonathan@made2010.com.

Melbourne is World’s Most Liveable City 

Melbourne has been named the best city in the world to live in for the fourth year running in the Economist Intelligence Unit’s (EIU) Global Liveability Index.

The EIU’s Liveability Ranking measures living conditions in 140 countries across five overarching criteria of stability, healthcare, culture and environment, education and infrastructure.

Melbourne achieved perfect scores of 100 on healthcare, education and infrastructure and a perfect 100 in the sub-category of sport.

The report reveals that, since 2009 average ‘liveability’ across the world has fallen by 0.7%, led by a 1.3% fall in the score for stability and safety, with over 50 of the cities surveyed have seen declines in liveability over the last five years. 

Recent conflicts in Ukraine and the Middle East have underlined continuing fallout from a decade of destabilising events ranging from the war in Iraq to the Palestinian Intifada and the Arab Spring.
Visit : www.melbournecb.com.au and (for a copy of the report) www.eiu.com/public/topical_report.aspx?campaignid=Liveability2014. Contact: Nicole Beasley at nicole.beasley@melbournecb.com.au.
Cancun Tourist Board cancels Dolphin tours 

A row sparked by a travel bloggers’ convention, in Cancun Mexico, which was offering dolphin tours to its delegates has ended with a tourist board cancelling the tours.

The TBEX convention, taking place in Cancun, Mexico, in September, offered delegates the chance to take part in dolphin activities offered by the local tourist board. 

However, some of its members complained about the activities, saying that TBEX shouldn’t be offering captive-dolphin activities because they were cruel.

Wildlife charity Care for the Wild, which runs the RIGHT-tourism.org campaign on animal tourism, also got involved and, as a result, the Cancun Tourist Board has cancelled the tours as part of the TBEX convention.

Care for the Wild believe that keeping dolphins captive for people’s entertainment is no longer something that should be blindly accepted. 

Visit : www.RIGHT-tourism.org. contact : Chris Pitt at chris@Careforthewild.com. 
	Leads


Camping in the Yukon

The Yukon is the westernmost and smallest of Canada's three federal territories. Whitehorse is the territorial capital and Yukon's only city.

The territory has 41 government operated campgrounds complete with fire pits, picnic tables, out houses, fire wood and hand pumped water. 

The Yukon government is ensuring all of its visitor information centres and key campgrounds will be open for the fall and spring shoulder season.

Full services will be available until 30 September at 10 government campgrounds. Although gates at most of the remaining 31 campgrounds will remain open until October, they will not be offering full services after 8 September.

Visit : www.env.gov.yk.ca/camping-parks/campground_availability. Contact : Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com. 
Magic Holidays

Magic Holidays, has published a First-Timer’s Guide to Orlando, providing unbiased advice on what to do, what to look out for and how to make the most of a stay in the theme park capital.

Visit : www.magicholidays.com/the-magic-first-timers-guide-to-orlando. Contact : David Wilson at david.wilson@kbctravelgroup.com. 
Lee Valley VeloPark, Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, London

The Lee Valley Regional Park is a 10,000-acre, 26 miles long linear park, much of it green spaces, running through the northeast of Greater London, Essex and Hertfordshire, in an area generally known as the Lea Valley. 

Lee Valley VeloPark on Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park is a venue with four types of cycling. 
Ride the fastest track in the world inside the iconic velodrome, fly around the remodelled Olympic BMX track, race across the 1.6km, flood-lit road circuit or tackle the 8km of mountain biking trails available for all ability cyclists.

Visit :  www.visitleevalley.org.uk/velopark and www.visitleevalleypark.org. Contact : Contact : Joanne Curtis at joannecurtis@leevalleypark.org.uk.
Experience Argentina

Experience Argentina is a destination management company based in Buenos Aires that provides bespoke tours and a customised travel service throughout Argentina (and neighbouring countries) to independent clients.

Popular destinations and experiences include :

	· Buenos Aires

· Iguazu Falls

· the Perito Moreno Glacier

· whale watching in Puerto Madryn
	· wine tasting in Mendoza

· horseback riding at traditional estancias, and 

· glacier cruises.


Visit : www.ExperienceArgentina.com. Contact : Kieran Rooney at info@ExperienceArgentina.com. 
Rooney's 

Rooney's is a boutique hotel located a few blocks from the Obelisco in the heart of Buenos Aires.

The former residence of the writer and poet, Leopoldo Lugones and set among milongas, tango schools, cafes, restaurants and theatres, the building has long been part of Buenos Aires' cultural landscape.

Rooney's Boutique Hotel has 14 individual suites, a lounge bar, cafe and tango patio.

Visit : www.RooneysBoutiqueHotel.com. Contact : Kieran Rooney at info@ExperienceArgentina.com. 
Rocky Mountain National Park, Colorado

Colorado's Rocky Mountain National Park, which celebrates its 100th anniversary in September 2014, offers visitors more than 300 miles of outdoor activities.

These include hiking trails, fishing, backcountry camping and campgrounds, scenic drives, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, and a variety of ranger-led programs and instructional classes.

Visit : www.nps.gov/romo. Contact : Laura Goldie at laurag@cellet.co.uk. 
Trogir, Croatia

Trogir’s medieval walls and maze-like streets make it a good day trip from nearby Split for those keen to experience the town’s range of Romanesque and Renaissance architecture.

The historic centre of Trogir, which dates from  the 13th and 15th centuries, has been included in the UNESCO list of World Heritage Sites. 


The grandest building is the Cathedral of St. Lawrence, with the main portal by master Radovan, and the most significant work of the Romanesque-Gothic style in Croatia. 

Trogir is closely connected to the island of Čiovo, where the mega yacht Marina Trogir is located. 

Visit : www.trogironline.com and www.croatia.hr. Contact : Tim Thackray at Tim.Thackray@Rooster.co.uk.

The Ramblers Festival of Winter Walks, UK

20 December 2014 to 4 January 2015

The Ramblers annual Festival of Winter Walks is geared to enabling people to walk Britain’s wintry landscapes.

Ramblers groups will be leading hundreds of free walks from short festive strolls passing carol singers and Christmas markets to heartier rambles. The also caters for those preferring to take their own walks.

Information on walks can be downloaded from Ramblers Routes, an online library of hundreds of Britain’s best walks.

Walking for Health, England’s largest network of health walk schemes, run by the Ramblers and Macmillan Cancer Support, will also be leading short, free walks across England during the festival. 

Visit :. www.ramblers.org.uk/winterwalks and www.Ramblers.org.uk/ramblersroutes. Contact : Ellie Chelow at Ellie.Clewlow@ramblers.org.uk.

Tropical Sails

Tropical Sails is offering a ‘once in a lifetime’ solar eclipse cruise to Singapore, Jakarta, Komodo, Java and Bali, in March 2016, that will allow travellers to clearly see the moon's chasing shadow as it blocks the sun.  
Tropical Sails Corp has been offering solar eclipse travel. Since 1991 with cruises to Turkey, China, Africa, South Pacific and the Caribbean. 
The company also offers tall ship, ocean and river cruising.

Visit : www.tropicalsails.com. Contact : Daniel Oppliger at info@tropicalsails.com.

Dukes St James, London 

Dukes St James, London has been voted ‘England’s Leading Hotel 2014’ in the European Travel Awards.

The Awards acknowledge, reward, and celebrate excellence across all sectors of the tourism industry in Europe, and the winners are automatically shortlisted for the World Travel Awards (WTA). 
Dukes St James is located in a cobbled court yard off St James’ and is a member of the prestigious, Small Luxury Hotels of The World. 
Visit : www.Dukeshotel.com. Contact : Nadia Walford at Nadia@grifcopr.com.

Portland, USA - beer city

Portland has more breweries than any other city in the world (55 at last count).

These include the Ex Novo Brewing Company in North Portland, a 10-barrel non-profit brewery donates 100 percent of net profits to organizations effecting social change.

In addition, Baerlic Brewery & Taproom dispenses standard beers as well as specialty concoctions with ingredients like fruit, coffee, bourbon, cocoa nibs and beech wood.

The Pearl District will welcome two new breweries in the coming weeks. 

Bend’s 10 Barrel Brewing Co. comes to Portland with its third brewery; the on-site brew house will allow for more experimentation with small-batch and one-off beers. 

Fat Head’s Brewery, based in Pittsburgh, Pa., will bring award-winning fresh and locally made brews to the same part of town.

Visit : www.travelportland.com. Contact : journalistsonly@travelportland.com.

Worldwide Rail Journeys

Worldwide Rail Journeys is India's leading rail tour operator including the luxury trains, :

· Palace on Wheels

· Royal Rajasthan on Wheels

· Maharajas Express'

· Golden Chariot, and 

· Deccan Odyssey.

Visit : www.worldwiderailjourneys.com. Contact : ManishSain at manish.saini@worldwiderailjourneys.com.

Victoria Cruises, Yangtze River, China

Victoria Cruises operates the largest fleet of vessels on China’s Yangtze River and has a five-star rating from the China National Tourism Administration. 
Victoria’s seven vessels include the Victoria Empress, Prince, Lianna, Selina, Katarina, Anna, and the new Victoria Jenna (198 cabins, 396 passengers), the largest and most technologically advanced luxury vessel in the fleet.

Visit : www.victoriacruises.com. Contact : Josh Kahn at Kahn@KTCpr.com.

Horizon Horseback, South Africa

Horizon Horseback offers horse riding holidays and safaris in South Africa.

The company was established in 1993 and is based in the malaria free Waterberg Biosphere Reserve in northern South Africa. 
This is an unspoilt part of the country with varied topography, from bushveld savannah to rocky outcrops and mountains. 
Over the years Horizon Horseback has developed a collection of horse riding safaris which offer close encounters with game riding experiences including polocrosse, western games, jumping, cattle mustering and swimming with your horse. 

Visit : www.ridinginafrica.com. Contact : Laura Dowinton at laura@ridinginafrica.com 

	What’s on


Annual fall events in the USA

The 8th Annual American River Music Festival, Lotus, CA

12 to 14 September 2014 (annual)

The Annual American River Music Festival features vintage rock, blues, new and old grass, sweet jam and folk on the South Fork of the American River in the Sierra Nevada foothills.

Visit : www.americanrivermusic.org. Contact : Paul at paul@mckenziepr.com. 
San Francisco Fringe Festival, California

5 to 20 September 2014 (annual)

The 23rd San Francisco Fringe Festival offers surprising and often over-the-top new theatre including sketch comedy, Russian-style Vaudeville and Belgian cabaret.

Visit : www.sffringe.org. Contact : Gary Carr at carrpool@pacbell.net. 
Third Annual Key Largo Songfest, Downtown Key Largo 10 to 12 October 2014 (annual) 

The 3rd Annual Key Largo Songfest is held in Downtown Key Largo at the waterfront venues of Bayside Grille, Pilot House, and Key Largo Fisheries. 

The event sees the Downtown Key Largo Association hosting a group of professional songwriters.

 Visit : www.keylargosongfest.com. Contact : Paul at paul@mckenziepr.com. 
The Annual International Route 66 Mother Road Festival and Car Show, Springfield, Illinois

26 to 26 September 2014

The 13th Annual International Route 66 Mother Road Festival and Car Show,  held in Downtown Springfield attracts 1,000 cars, live music, food and over 80,000 spectators. 

The event celebrates the golden age of automobiles, and America’s love of the open road on the legendary Route 66.

Visit : www.Route66Fest.com. Contact : Paul at paul@mckenziepr.com. 
Paradise City Arts Festival, Northampton, Massachusetts

11 to 13 October 2014 (annual)

The 20th Annual Paradise City Arts Festival is held   at the Three County Fairgrounds on Columbus Day Weekend..

It is a world-class arts festival, in the cultural heart of New England, which attracts 275 painters, sculptors and fine craft makers from every corner of America. There is also live music and peak fall foliage. 

Visit : www.paradisecityarts.com. Contact : Paul at paul@mckenziepr.com. 
Guernsey Tennerfest

1 October to 11 November 2014 (annual)

Guernsey's 17th annual Tennerfest,  will see over 180 restaurants in Guernsey and its sister island Sark offer all inclusive menus starting from £10, with savings of almost 50% on normal prices. 

This gives the islands' restaurants the chance to promote their quality gastronomic product and local specialities for value prices. 

All Tennerfest participants offer innovative menus focusing on local produce, freshly caught fish and Guernsey specialties such as :

· Guernsey Gâche, a fruit loaf often served with Guernsey butter

· the traditional 'bean jar', a one pot meal cooked overnight and made of beans, pork belly and onions, and 
· Gâche Méléé, which is similar to an apple cake; crab patties, Guernsey cheese and locally brewed beer.

Tennerfest is Guernsey's most popular culinary event with an estimated five million Tennerfest meals consumed since the events inception in 1998. 

Visit : www.tennerfest.com and www.visitguernsey.com. Contact : Jules Ugo  jules@lotus-uk.co.uk. 
Flower Bulb Market, Keukenhof Gardens, Holland 
10 to 12 October 2014 (annual)

The annual Flower Bulb Market is the only time of the year, outside of the spring season, that Keukenhof is open to the public offering the opportunity to see the park in its autumn colours. 

The Keukenhof Flower Bulb Market takes place in the Oranje Nassau Pavilion, where dozens of bulb growers offer their products for sale.

Visit : www.keukenhof.nl/en. Contact : Simone Sagi  at sSagi@holland.com. 
British Polo Day, Garangula, Australia

26 October 2014

British Polo Day - presented by Land Rover – launches in a sixth continent, with its first Australian event at Garangula, the private estate of the Schwarzenbach family.

One of three brand new events in the 2014 British Polo Day calendar, British Polo Day Australia will be a day of fast-paced polo in the foothills of the Blue Mountains.

British Polo Day comprises a network of 10 annual events in Abu Dhabi, Australia, China, Dubai, India, Mexico, Morocco, Russia, USA and Great Britain.

In addition to polo the events showcase over 30 top British luxury brands.

Visit : www.britishpoloday.com. Contact : Violet Manners at violet@britishpoloday.com. 
Taste of St.Barth Gourmet Festival, Caribbean 

30 October to 4 November 2014 

The 1st Taste of St. Barth Gourmet Festival will see seven host restaurants presenting innovative, multi-course menus created by seven visiting chefs from France, Brazil, Japan, USA and Sweden.

During the festival's four days they will present a total of 28 dinners in tandem with some of the talented chefs from local kitchens.

Visit : www.saintbarth-tourisme.com. Contact : Martha Morano at martha@moranopr.com. 
27th Annual Fort Lauderdale International Film Festival 

7 to 23 November 2014

The Annual Fort Lauderdale International Film Festival (FLIFF) has over 200 films and 30 parties in Lauderdale, Hallandale, Hollywood, Weston, Sunrise, Pompano as well as aboard yachts on the IntraCoastal Waterway. 

Visit : www.fliff.com. Contact: Jan Mitchell at janpubpromo@yahoo.com
The Reiterlesmarkt in Rothenburg ob der Tauber, Germany 

30 November to 23 December 2014

The medieval town of Rothenburg, Germany has been staging its Christmas Market since the 15th century and the event, which has changed little in 500 years, takes over the market square area during the festive season.

The highlight of the market is the appearance of the Rothenburger Reiterle. At one time the thought of this mythical, wild horseman arriving brought trepidation and dread to the towns folk. Today a friendlier version is used to attract thousands to the market.

Rothenburg is a town in the Franconia region of Bavaria, Germany.

Visit : www.rothenburg.de. Contact : Annemieke Böttger at annemieke.boettger@rothenburg.de. 

Mountain Mandarin Festival, Auburn, California
21 to 23 November 2014

The annual Mountain Mandarin Festival celebrates the new crop of foothills-grown Mandarin oranges, a Mandarin recipe cooking contest, professional chef demonstrations, food, crafts and activities featuring the Mandarin orange.

Placer County growers will sell thousands of pounds of fresh Mandarin oranges and gift baskets accompanied by all the free samples you like. 
The Festival is held under the autumn-leaved trees of the Gold Country Fairgrounds and their golds, rusts and burgundies are punctuated with the bright orange globes of Mandarins everywhere you turn. 
More than 200 vendors of quality gift items also sell Mandarin scented lotions, soaps, and candles, along with artist-crafted jewelry, home accessories, and holiday items. 


Visit : www.mandarinfestival.com. Contact : Contact : Karen Spencer at kespencer@ncbb.net
Saratoga Restaurant Week

5 to 11 December 2014
Saratoga is a city in Santa Clara County, California and directly west of San Jose, in the San Francisco Bay area. 
The Saratoga Restaurant Week  has establishments throughout the city offering prix fixe menus consisting of three items for one price plus tax & tip! Three-Course Dinner for $10, $20 or $3o. Lunch Specials for  $5 or $10
Visit : www.discoversaratoga.org/restaurantweek. Contact Connie at connie@discoversaratoga.org 

The Sydney Festival 

January 2015 (annual)

Every January, the Sydney Festival enlivens Sydney with a cultural celebration that can well include burlesque circus, Chicago rap, Dutch theatre; contemporary dance and family programmes 

The Festival embraces 400 performances in 140 events performed by more than 1000 artists in more than 30 venues. 

The Festival prides itself on inclusive programming, a broad range of free events and accessible pricing policies.

Visit : www.sydneyfestival.org.au. Contact : Jessica Keirle at jessica.keirle@sydneyfestival.org.au
Montréal Igloofest

15 January to 7 February 2015

The 7th annual edition of Igloofest returns to Montréal this winter with nine days of dance rave.

Taking place in sub-zero temperatures, the Igloofest is held on the Jacques-Cartier Pier and showcases performances from some of the best artists on the electro scene.  

Visit : www.igloofest.ca and www.tourisme-montreal.org. Contact : Robyn Margetts at robyn.margetts@citizenrelations.com. 

Sapporo Snow Festival, Japan
05 February to 11 February 2015

The Sapporo Snow Festival, one of Japan's largest winter events, attracts a growing number of visitors from Japan and abroad every year.
Every winter, about two million people come to Sapporo to see the hundreds of snow statues and ice sculptures which line Odori Park, the grounds at Community Dome Tsudome, and the main street in Susukino.
Visit : www.snowfes.com/english.  Contact : Kylie Clark at kylie@jnto.co.uk.  

Womadelaide, Adelaide, South Australia

6 to 9 March 2015

WOMAD is the World of Music, Arts & Dance, founded by the musician Peter Gabriel in 1982, and WOMADelaide, the Australian WOMAD festival launched in 1992.

Over the past 21 years it has become one of the nation’s favourite outdoor festivals because of the music it presents and its friendly vibe. 
Families are welcome (kids 12 and under get free entry) and the diversity of the audience is almost as astounding as the line-up.

WOMADelaide runs over four days in Botanic Park in inner-city Adelaide. The program features performances and workshops on seven stages by the world's best traditional and contemporary musicians, dancers and DJs, a KidZone activity area, street theatre and visual artists, the Taste the World cooking program.

Visit : www.womad.org/festivals/womadelaide. Contact : Nicola Prime at apadmin@artsprojects.com.au.

Tribeca Film Festival, New York, USA

15 to 26 April 2015

This film festival screens over 400 new and independent films, and features panel discussions with filmmakers and actors, and an outdoor family festival. 

Organised by Robert De Niro's production company Tribeca Productions. Renowned festival brings local, national and international talent to downtown New York. 

Visit : www.tribecafilm.com. Contact : Tammie Rosen at trosen@tribecaenterprises.com

New Orleans Jazz And Heritage Festival, Louisiana, USA

24 April to 3 May 2015 

The birthplace of jazz celebrates its heritage with live music, food and crafts. Runs over two weekends. Over 500 acts perform in total. 

Visit : www.nojazzfest.com and  www.jazzandheritage.org. Contact : Matthew Goldman at matthew@nojazzfest.com.

Beale Street Music Festival, Memphis, Tennessee, USA

May 1015 (dates tbc)

A major multi-genre music festival featuring over 60 acts performing on three outdoor stages and a blues tent. Organised as a part of the Memphis in May International Festival

Visit : www.memphisinmay.org/musicfestival. Contact : Diane Hampton at dhampton@memphisinmay.org.

	Reasons to write about


East Bali with Tour de Manggis

The East Bali landscape around the resort of Alila Manggis is where green rice terraces meet lush forested hillsides, dominated by Mount Agung, Bali’s highest mountain. 

The Alila Manggis resort has created the new ‘Tour de Manggis’ that allows guests to explore the landscape on foot or by bike.

Walking routes include the half-day river hopping and trek through thick forests and plantations dotted along the Jangga riverside, followed by a swim at the Tirta Gangga Water Palace.

Other treks included :

· the Grand Panoramic Trek, which journeys from the small village of Sidemen up to the sacred and secluded Hindu temple located on top of Sangkan mountain, and

· the Mount Agung Trek, which provides an irresistible adventure for experienced trekkers. 

For cyclists, Mountain to Sea covers 42 kilometres at a leisurely pace from Sogra Village down the forested slopes of Mount Agung, past salak plantations and mountain vistas, with a chance to explore local villages along the way. 

Visit : www.alilahotels.com. Contact : Louise Ferrall at alila@verypcc.com. 
Hiking in New York States, Catskill Park

Known as America's First Wilderness, the Catskill Mountains in New York State offer some of the best hiking trails in the world.  

More than 300 miles of marked and maintained trails are networked through the state's Catskill Park, which encompasses approximately 700,000 acres, about half of which is public Forest Preserve that has been protected as "forever wild."  

Although rivaling Yosemite National Park in size, Catskill Park is visited by only about half a million people each year, making it ideal for hikers looking for spectacular, uninterrupted vistas and wildlife.

Among some of the best hiking to be found is in the Great Northern Catskills in Greene County – an easy two-hour drive or train ride north of New York City.   

The landscape in Greene County is so beautiful that it has inspired generations of painters, including some of the greatest names in 19th-century American art.  

Visitors here can see spectacular cascading waterfalls, explore the legendary "cloves" where famed storybook characters Rip Van Winkle took his marathon nap, and climb roads that still follow Native American footpaths to dizzying summits for breathtaking five-state views.

Visit : www.greatnortherncatskills.com/. Contact : Contact: Daniela Marino at dmarino@discovergreene.com.

The El Pahuma Orchid Reserve, Ecuador

The El Pahuma Orchid Reserve is a 650 hectare cloud forest reserve located one hour from the Ecuador capital of Quito. 

The lush vegetation is fed by abundant moisture from the mist-laden air and provides home to a multitude of epiphytes ("air plants") including bromeliads, orchids, mosses and ferns. 

The diversity of species that make up the reserve will reward visitors interested in orchids, birdwatching or taking in the sights and sounds of the forests and its three spectacular waterfalls. 

It is also possible to spot 170 species of birds, including the Andean toucan and 12 species of hummingbirds.

For the more adventurous, a strenuous hike to El Pahuma's gentle summit (El Pahuma in Quichua means "flattened peak") offers panoramic views of the Pichincha volcano and verdant forested valleys. 

Lodging is available in the Nature Center, in the rustic "Guarida del Oso" (Bear's Den cabin) or at the summit's campsite.

The Pahuma, an Orchid Reserve, is located just one hour from Quito. It is the only reserve 

Visit : www.ceiba.org/elpahuma  and www.quito.com.ec/en/. Contact : Rodolfo Milesi at rmilesi@brandinglatinamerica.com. 


Val d’Isère, France

Val d’Isère, in south eastern France, has unveiled its new winter events calendar of mountain activities.

Regarded as one of the world’s top skiing resorts, Val d’Isère enjoys a spectacular setting with luxury chalets, lively après-ski and some of the most exciting skiing around.

The opening weekend starts on Saturday 29th November 2014.

FIS Mens Alpine Word Cup 

12 to 14 December 2014 

FIS Ladies Alpine World Cup 

19 to 21 December 2014
Val d’Isère offers two spectacular weekends of international racing, with free entry for all.

The Alpine World Cup showcases the most talented winter sports stars.

An Enchanted Christmas

22 to 28 December 2014
Val d’Isère celebrates Christmas with giant snow sculptures, a life-size nativity and shows and concerts.

Instructors from the National French Ski School will present  their brand new show, with  highlights including ski demonstrations, fireworks and a candle-lit descent.

22nd Classical Music Festival

20 to 22January 2015 and 10th to 12th March 2015

The festival presents outstanding musicians and beautiful music staged in the Baroque church of Saint Bernard de Menthon. 

Frost Gun Invitational

10th – 12th February 2015

This freestyle Big Air competition sees the world’s best freestyle skiers performing to their absolute best.

3rd Annual Winter Golf

25 to 29 March 2015

Snow Street golf session on the Olympique Avenue starts in the early evening featuring seven holes through the shops and bars of Val d’Isère, with a welcome cocktail at the first hole, hot wine and a concert at the fourth hole, and many other treats in between. 
The next day, in the early morning, teams head to the Manchet Vallet golf course for a day of putting, chipping, and teeing off from the glorious, snowy Alps. 

3rd Annual Yoga Festival

1 to 3 May 2015
This three day mountain-top yoga event sees a choice of yoga disciplines are practiced, demonstrating the range of influences. 
Visit : www.valdisere.com. Contact : Charlie Fox at Charlie@grifcopr.com.

Ranch Riders, North America

Ranch Rider has a ranches across North America that cater specifically to grown ups including : 

Siwash Lake Luxury Guest Ranch  

Based in British Columbia, the ranch has a strong focus on health and wellness, with a tented Sigh-wash Spa set in a tranquil forest clearing. 
Guided hiking, horseback riding and wild swimming in the lightly mineralised waters of Siwash Lake are available.

Paradise Guest Ranch 

Located in the valley of the Big Horn National Forest, the Paradise Guest Ranch offers varied terrain and trails in Wyoming's wilderness, with meadows, wooded paths, creeks, steep mountain sides and the Hunter Mesa, a grass covered plateau.

Red Horse Mountain Ranch

At Idaho's Red Horse Mountain Ranch, guests can pair the beauty of the fall colours with over 30 regional wines.

The Elk Mountain Guest Ranch  

Located two hours from Denver, the Elk Mountain Guest Ranch is the highest ranch in Colorado, with views of the Collegiate and Indian Peaks and the Mollie Kathleen Gold Mine, located 1,000 feet underground.

The McGinnis Meadows Cattle & Guest Ranch 

The McGinnis Meadows Cattle & Guest Ranch is located in 75-acres of Northwest Montana, with rides across, mountains, lakes and rivers.
Visit : www.ranchrider.com. Contact : Siobhan Erum-Credo at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.

The National Forest, UK

The National Forest is a new, wooded landscape covering 200 square miles of central England. 

It is being developed by a non-departmental public body sponsored by the UK Government’s Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.

The area in the Midlands which is known as The National Forest was chosen in part because the woodland cover was very low (about 6%). There was also a great need for regeneration after the end of mining and, importantly, incredible public support for the idea.

Since then, the 200 square miles of The National Forest have been transformed through the planting of over eight million trees and the creation of many other valuable habitats. 

It has many new attractions and forest-based activities and has stimulated many woodland-linked businesses. While more than 200,000 people live in the Forest, it is also within just 90 minutes' journey time for about 10 million people.

This is now well under way with woodland cover having increased from around 6% in 1991 to 19.5% in 2013, with 86% of woodlands accessible.

The National Forest Way explores the highlights of The National Forest, between the National Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire and Beacon Hill Country Park in Leicestershire.
Visit : www.nationalforest.org. Contact : Carol Rowntree Jones at crowntreejones@nationalforest.org.

Orlando in autumn and winter

Magic Holidays have launched a new guide for travellers who may not have been to Orlando before, providing adults with advice on how to make the most of their time in the city.

This includes : 

Food festivals

The Epcot Food & Wine Festival at Epcot Theme Park To 10 November 2014 (annual)

The Epcot Food & Wine Festival celebrates the diversity of food in the area with celebrity chefs, live cooking demonstrations and concerts.

September is also  Magical Dining Month, with select restaurants offering gourmet three course menus from just $33. 

Downtown Orlando, the district of Restaurants Row and Winter Park all have restaurants and eateries participating during the festive season. 

Arts and culture

The Harmony Music & Arts Festival takes place on 27and 28 September and the 41st Winter Park Autumn Art Festiva1 on 11 and 12 October.

In addition

· the Orlando Science Center has exhibitions, theatre displays and wine and laser shows

· the Orlando Museum of Art showcases international art from the 19th century and one of the largest collections of art of the ancient Americas, and 

· the Orange County History Centre offers exhibits detailing the journey of the city from a small town to a thriving metropolitan city.

Visit : www.harmonyfl.com, www.winter park.org, www.osc.org, www.omart.org and www.thehistorycentre.org.

Golf

The Orlando area has 176 golf courses with the Grand Cypress Academy of Golf providing training courses for those new to the sport. 

Golf courses include the Arnold Palmer’s Bay Hill Lodge, widely regarded as one of the best in Central Florida, and the Champions Gate Golf Club, home of the David Leadbetter Golf Academy.

The Orlando Film Festival

22 to 26 October (annual)

The Orlando Film Festival this autumn in Downton Orlando, showcases independent films from around the world. 

Visit : www.orlandofilmfest.com.

Visit : www.visitorlando.com andwww.magicholidays.com. Contact : David Wilson at david.wilson@kbctravelgroup.com. 
Desert Islands, United Arab Emirates
Desert Islands is a nature-based destination offshore the Al Gharbia (Western Region), in Abu Dhabi, the capital of United Arab Emirates.

It is a collection of eight islands where visitors can get close to nature and wildlife, discover past civilizations and immerse themselves in Arabic traditions.

Sir Bani Yas Island, the largest island at the heart of the destination is the vision of the late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, and plays a key role in Abu Dhabi’s efforts of developing and nurturing a sustainable future in tourism while conserving and promoting local traditions.

It is the first of the Desert Islands to welcome tourists and we take pride in sharing this unique island and its rich cultural history, as we take you on an enriching journey through the scenic landscape, dynamic wildlife reserve, diverse marine ecosystem and ancient archaeological sites. 

The Arabian Wildlife Park, which was conceived as a wildlife reserve to ensure the survival of Arabia’s most endangered species, covers three quarters of this 87 square kilometre island.

It is home to around 23 species of free-roaming animals, including giraffes, a variety of antelope and one the world’s largest herd of critical endangered Arabian Oryx.
Visit : www.desertislands.com. Contact : George Chakar at gchakar@tdic.ae. 

	A place to stay 


Glazebrook House Hotel, South Devon, UK

Glazebrook House Hotel is a family run hotel, hotel, owned by Pieter and Fran Hamman, that showcases the very best in British revival décor.  

The decor includes a flamingo and oversized fountain pen in the lobby, a spitfire wing reception desk, bowler hats lining the wall in the hallway and a peacock sitting in the bar area.

The eight bedrooms are inspired by Alice in Wonderland and named after its characters.

Visit : www.glazebrookhouse.com. Contact : Hayley Reynolds at hayley@rawprandmarketing.co.uk. 
Nira Montana, Italy

Luxury hotel group Nira Hotels and Resorts will open the Nira Montana, in north Italy in December .  
Located in La Thuile, in the popular tourist region of Val d’Aosta and at the foot of Mont Blanc, the new property is near to the ski slopes and hiking trails of the Italian Alps. 

The 55-room luxury hotel will feature an authentic Italian restaurant and its bar will feature an extensive wine cellar.

La Thuile is close to the major airports of northern Italy including Milan, Turin and Genoa, as well as to Geneva in Switzerland. 
Nira Hotels & Resorts will open Nira Yana on Pemba Island, Zanzibar, in early 2015. 
The two new hotels will join the group’s three existing properties: 
Shanti Maurice in Mauritius 
Nira Alpina in St. Moritz, and Nira Caledonia, Edinburgh.
Visit : www.niramontana.com and www.nirahotelsandresorts.com. Contact : kkay@prco.com. 
Lee Valley camping and caravning, London

The Lee Valley Regional Park is a 10,000-acre, 26 miles long linear park, much of it green spaces, running through the northeast of Greater London, Essex and Hertfordshire, in an area generally known as the Lea Valley. 

Lee Valley Caravan Park, Hoddleston, Hertfordshire is 30 minutes from London by train and surrounded by the countryside of Hertfordshire and Essex.

This campsite offers touring and camping pitches and deluxe and classic pre-pitched tents.

The Lee Valley Camping and Caravan Park, Edmonton is a peaceful site within easy reach of both central London. 
The Lee Valley Campsite, Sewardstone is a family friendly campsite for tents and caravans, or cocoon or family woodland cabins. 
This 1,000 acre park has traffic-free cycling and walking trails, boating, rare wildlife and even white water rafting, and Epping Forest with its mountain bike tracks is also close by.

Visit : www.visitleevalley.org.uk/wheretostay and www.visitleevalleypark.org. Contact : Contact : Joanne Curtis at joannecurtis@leevalleypark.org.uk.
The Oetker Collection

European luxury hotel group the Oetker Collection has added the Hotel Saint-Barth Isle de France to its portfolio. The property, which is located on Flamands Bay, known as one of the world’s pristine beaches in the world, is set in tropical gardens overlooking the sea.

The Oetker Collection includes : 

· Brenners Park-Hotel & Spa in Baden-Baden 

· Le Bristol Paris

· Hôtel du Cap Eden-Roc located on the Mediterranean at the tip of the Cap d’Antibes 

· Château Saint-Martin & Spa located in Vence on the French Riviera 

· Palais Namaskar in Marrakech, Morocco 

· Hotel Saint-Barth Isle de France in Flamands Bay

Visit : www.oetkercollection.com. Contact : Julia Perowne at oetker@verypcc.com.

The Nivaria Gran Hotel,Tenerife

The family-run 5* Roca Nivaria Gran Hotel is located in the Playa Paraíso area on the Southern coast of Costa Adeje, a short drive from Tenerife South’s international airport and popular family beaches, restaurants, water and theme parks.
The hotel has 289 rooms with balconies, an infinity pool with Balinese chill-out beds with views of the Atlantic Ocean, open air Jacuzzi and large sun terrace on the property’s top floor. 
Visit : www.adrianhoteles.com. Contact : Enrique Martin at enrique@humewhitehead.co.uk. 

Hotel Sumaq Machu Picchu Hotel, Peru

Luxury Peruvian Hotel Sumaq Machu Picchu Hotel is to undertake a major refurbishment to its 5 star Hotel at the foot of World Heritage site, Machu Picchu.

On the banks of the Vilcanota River and at the foot of Machu Picchu, the Sumaq Machu Picchu Hotel 60 rooms and suites with views of the river or the rainforest mountain. 

Visit : www.machupicchuhotels-sumaq.com. Contact : Byron Shirto at byron@talkingstickmktg.co.uk. 
Tiara Yaktsa and Tiara Miramar Beach Hotel & Spa, Cote d’Azur, France

Tiara Yaktsa and Tiara Miramar are two two sister properties located elegant boutique hotels on the Cote d’Azur coastline, Southeast France. 

Located in a rocky mountainside in a quiet sheltered cove, Tiara Yaktsa and Tiara Miramar are a short walk from the village of Théoule-sur-Mer, 16 km from Cannes and 40 km from Nice.

The surrounding area is dotted with local coffee shops and restaurants offering French and Mediterranean cuisine. 

In the beachside village of Théoule-sur-Mer has views over to the Lerins islands. 

Visit : www.yaktsa.tiara-hotels.com/en and  www.miramar-beachspa.tiara-hotels.com/en.  Contact : Emily Wilson at Emily@grifcopr.com.

Grand Hotel Tremezzo, Lake Como 

Dating back to 1910 and Art Nouveau in style and decoration, the family owned Grand Hotel Tremezzo commands one of the most enchanting positions on Lake Como with panoramic views of both the town of Bellagio, the Riviera delle Azalee and the stunning Grigne Mountains. 

The historic hotel has 92 rooms and suites, all of which offer views of the lake or the hotel’s century-old 20,000 sq.m park and gardens. 

Visit : www.grandhoteltremezzo.com. Katie O'Lone at katie@masonrose.com. 
Nisbet Plantation Beach Club, Nevis, the Caribbean
Nevis is a 36-square-mile Caribbean island lies near the top of the Lesser Antilles archipelago, about 200 miles south of Puerto Rico and just west of Antigua. 

This island is approximately seven miles long and five miles wide, with natural vegetation, and one of the remaining unspoiled places on earth. 

From the top of the 3,232-foot Nevis Peak created by the only shield volcano in the Caribbean to the depths of the clear waters offshore, there is a world of flora and fauna to explore.
The Nisbet Plantation Beach Club is the Caribbean’s only resort plantation inn located directly on the beach, with 36 cottage-style units and a restored Great House that dates from 1778 set on 30 acres of tropical foliage. 

Visit www.NisbetPlantation.com. Contact : Amy Kerr at amy@madiganpratt.com
Camping at Sveta Nedelja, Croatia 

A new luxury camping site has opened on the northern bank of Rakitje Lake, in the small town of Sveta Nedelja. 

Located 30 minutes from Zagreb, the ten thousand square metre-sized camp has been awarded four-star status and will have fifty spots for campervans and vehicles, four bungalows, a wine cellar, lounge bar, mini wellness facility and a children’s playground. 

Guests will be able to make the most of the countryside location by taking up the walking, cycling and fishing opportunities. 

Those looking to explore the surrounding areas can visit the nearby nature parks, Medvednica and Zumberak and the castles and museums of the Zagorje region.

Visit : www.croatia.hr. Contact : Tim Thackray at Tim.Thackray@Rooster.co.uk.

Downtown Disney Resort Hotels, Lake Buena Vista, Florida

The seven Downtown Disney Resort Hotels, within Walt Disney World, are located an easy walk to the shopping, dining and entertainment venues at the Downtown Disney itself.

The hotels also provide complimentary shuttle transportation every 30 minutes to all four Walt Disney World theme parks, its two water parks and to the Downtown Disney area itself.

The hotels are :

· B Resort & Spa

· Best Western Lake Buena Vista Resort Hotel 
· Buena Vista Palace Hotel & Spa 
· DoubleTree Suites by Hilton 
· Hilton Orlando Lake Buena Vista Holiday Inn Orlando, and 
· Wyndham Lake Buena Vista Resort

Upcoming special events at the Walt Disney World Resort include:

· Mickey’s Not-So-Scary Halloween Party at the Magic Kingdom

· 1 September to 31 October 2014 (select nights)

· Epcot International Food & Wine Festival and Eat to the Beat

· 19 September to 10 November 2014

Visit : www.Downtown DisneyHotels.com. Contact : Karen Lamonica at klamonica@chisano.com. 

The Pullman Hotel, Bar and Restaurant, Sunderland, UK

Three railway carriages, which catered for travellers during the golden age of steam, have been restored to their original glory – and purpose.

Throughout the early 1900s, Pullman carriages Sapphire, Rosalind and Padua played host to Edwardian railway passengers in Britain and overseas.

Now, the luxurious carriages have been restored by the Pullman Hotel, with two turned into a tearoom and the third into the hotel’s reception and Platform 5 restaurant, overlooking the seafront.

All three carriages, which originally belonged to the British Pullman Company, were bought by The Pullman Hotel in 1989 and have been carefully and authentically restored to give visitors a glimpse into the most glamorous period in the history of rail travel.

Visit : www.thepullmansunderland.co.uk. Contact : Claire Buchan at claire@sortedpr.com. 
The British Polo Day Global Series launches in Australia, hosting the prestigious 2014 Garangula High Goal Final

Silhouette Island, Seychelles

Silhouette Island is A combination of tropical forest and an imposing mountain whose peak

Located along a 2.5 km stretch of beach, Hilton Seychelles Labriz Resort & Spa offers trekking through one of the largest National Parks in Seychelles, or exploring the surrounding National Marine Park. 

Visit : www.hiltonseychelleslabriz.com. Contact : Maya Mahir at genevieved@goodresults.co.uk. 
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	An Alliance focus on : 
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Massachusetts, in the heart of New England, has a range of activities to thrill including night cycling in Boston, kiteboarding on Cape Cod and ziplining in the Berkshires.

	Stand-Up Paddle board on the Charles River (Cambridge, MA)
Visitors can get the best view of Boston’s skyline from a stand-up paddleboard on the Charles River. 

After leaving Broad Canal near Kendall Square, the group will paddle underneath the Longfellow Bridge to the Boston shore. The guide will help you battle the wind and boat wakes that present an even greater challenge.  

Visit : www.PaddleBoston.com. 

Bike at Night by Urban Adventours (Boston)

As the sun begins to set, the air cools, and the city begins to calm, a bike is a good way to see the city of Boston in lights. 

Urban Adventours offers a Bikes at Night tour that allows you to tour during a time of day tourists usually do not see, focusing especially on the waterfront. 

Ride to Long Wharf, past the John Joseph Moakley Federal Courthouse, past the Boston ICA and more, while taking in breathtaking views of the evening skyline. 

Visit : www.Urbanadventours.com. 

Ride the waves on Codzilla (Boston)

Zip around the Boston Harbour at speeds up to 40 miles per hour during a wild 40-minute ride. 

Many refer to Codzilla as a water coaster as the boat swerves, curves and rips through the harbour. 

Visit : www.BostonHarborCruises.com/Codzilla.


	Sea Kayak on Cape Cod’s National Sea Shore (Chatham)

Discover the water trails of Cape Cod’s National Seashore, bays and tidal rivers by kayaking among seals and shore birds. 

Paddle through narrow channels that wind through the long grasses, past sand flats and over an ecosystem teeming with life.  

Visit : www.CapeKayaking.com 

Take a ride through Art’s Dune Tours (Provincetown)

A tour of the peaked sand dunes on the Provincetown Cape Cod National Seashore protected lands. Wispy beach grass, dark green pine trees and deep red beach plums nestled in hollows combine to form this picturesque setting. 

Visit : www.ArtsDuneTours.com. 

Kiteboard on the Cape (Wellfleet)

Cape Cod’s consistent winds and long coastline make it an ideal place to develop your kite-handling skills. Kiting is one of the fastest-growing watersports in the US. 

The kiteboard controls the kite with a harness/handle connected by nylon lines. The board is pulled by the kite over open water quickly.  Mastering control of the kite, air, board and water simultaneously is the ultimate challenge. 

Visit : www.Funseekers.org. 




	Canoe with Still River Outfitters (Bolton)

Still River Outfitters offer their signature QuickStart class, which is a brief, three-hour introduction to paddling. 

Students will learn about boat control, hazards and rescues. Paddle down the rivers of Massachusetts including Sudbury and Assabet River during your course. 

Visit : www.stillriveroutfitters.com.

Hike through the Swift River Reservation (Petersham)

Seven miles of trails weave through forest, swamp, fields and upland, all linked by the East Branch of the Swift River, the largest tributary of the Quabbin Reservoir. 

The reservation’s varied topography and flora support an abundance of wildlife, including deer, beaver, raccoon, porcupine, bear, bobcat and coyote, as well as numerous songbirds, owls and birds of prey. 

Visit : thetrustees.org/places-to-visit/central-ma/swift-river-reservation.html
Misty River Ballooning (Florence)

There’s a chance to soar over the beautiful Pioneer Valley and the foothills of the Berkshires in a hot air balloon. 

The balloons launch early in the morning, just after sunrise or a few hours before sunset when the wind is the calmest.  

Visit : www.mistyriverballooning.com. 


	Zip line and white water rafting 

The Deerfield Valley has 11 zip lines, two sky bridges and three rappels suspended in the trees of. 

The three-hour zip line tour was the first canopy tour in New England. 

There’s also white water rafting on the Deerfield River. Beginners to advanced rafters alike are welcome, accompanied by a skilled guide provided by Zoar Outdoor

Visit : www.ZoarOutdoor.com
Bike through the farms of Pioneer Valley on a Mount Major Adventure (Northampton)

Bike Farm Table weekends combine the farm-to-table movement with the fun of exploring by bicycle. Ride to local farms, meet the farmers and harvest food at the peak of its season. 

Visit : www.mountmajor.com
Jump into the sky at Skydive Pepperell (Pepperell)

Skydive Pepperell goes by the saying, “There’s only so much fun you can have on land.” Experience the ultimate thrill of soaring through the air.   Skydive Pepperell offers tandem skydiving or accelerated freefall training for students to become licensed divers. 

Visit : www.Skyjump.com
View the North Shore Coast from a helicopter with Now City Tours (Revere)

Helicopter flights up the Northern Coast to Cape Anne with views of Revere Beach, Nahant, Marblehead, Beverly Harbor, Manchester-By-The-Sea and Singing Beach. 

Visit : www.NowCityTours.com


Visit : www.massholiday.co.uk. Contact : Kirsty Dillury at Kirsty@ttmworld.co.uk
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com
Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or 

Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
	Hudson’s Historic Houses and Gardens 

www.hudsonsheritage.com. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com. Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com.
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com
	The Official (UK) Tourist Board Guides 
www.visitor-guides.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  press@roughguides.com  

The Signpost 

www.signpost.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com. Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.com. Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 
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	AllWays traveller


Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel writers, broadcasters and photographers

· Editor : 
commissioning editors

· Partner : 
travel and tourism industry organisations, or 

· Agency : 
agency representatives with travel or tourism clients
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive

The International Travel Writers Alliance

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com 

AllWays traveller is the consumer travel features ‘arm’ of the Alliance providing independent travellers with views of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ann Mealor FCIPR

Commissioning Editor

AllWays traveller 

07971 596 925

Ann@itwalliance.com 
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	The Alliance 

Bulletin 


Providing key information in a
no-frills format for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.
Mid-September 2014

Ashley Gibbins 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
www.itwalliance.com
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card is an official recognition of a journalist as a professional travel journalist.

It can also be used when seeking media accreditation for a travel event, activity or initiative or press trip.

Cardholder also : 

· enjoy access to a range of specific and ongoing opportunities, attracted by the Alliance 
· use the card when looking for press pass entrance to a wide range of tourism, leisure and culture attractions and entertainments worldwide, and 
· enjoy Alliance support in a cardholders relationship with travel and tourism industry partners and their agencies.
Contact Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com.


	Job shop


The International Travel Writers Alliance Job Shop provides a range of job opportunities

The Job Shop has been created to enable the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.

Addition services through Job shop
The Alliance’s travel journalists can also :

· create an anonymous job seeker profile or upload a CV for potential employers to search through 
· set up Job Alerts so as to be notified if a job is posted that matches the journalists skills or interests, and
· access job searching tools and tips 
Visit : www.jobtarget.com/home/home.cfm?site_id=14773
	The Alliance Syndication Network 


The Alliance Syndication Network enables Alliance journalists to syndicate their features (or links to these features) through the other members in the Network.

By working together in this way, Syndication Network journalists can achieve a far higher circulation for their features.

It will also increase the willingness of travel industry representatives to work with Syndication Network journalists, knowing they will be able to 'deliver' a far greater potential readership reach.

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
The Caribbean Tourism Organisation (CTO)

The CTO is the Caribbean’s tourism development agency comprising membership of over 30 countries and territories including Dutch, English, French and Spanish, as well as a myriad of private sector allied members. 
Its primary objective is to provide to and through its members the services and information necessary for the development of sustainable tourism for the economic and social benefit of the Caribbean people.

Visit : www.onecaribbean.org. Contact : Johnson JohnRose at johnsonjohnrose@gmail.com.

Cave Hotels Ksagan (Turkey)

Cave Hotel Saksagan is an old house in Goreme, which has been completely restored as a boutique hotel.

Rooms are decorated in the Ottoman Style and located within fairy-chimneys and carved into the rocks.      

With a history going back to Hittite times (+4000 years) and once a province of the Roman Empire, Cappadocia is now the area of central Turkey which lies between Aksaray in the west, Kayseri in the east and Nigde in the south. 

It is criss-crossed with valleys and dotted with dramatic rock formations. 

Visit : www.cavehotelsaksagan.net. Contact : Numan Atak at torcun@hotmail.com.

CIRE Travel (USA)

CIRE Travel offers corporate, leisure and group travel concierge with the perks and upgrades that comes from great connections.

Visit : www.CIREtravel.com. Contact : Eric Hrubant at ehrubant@ciretravel.com. 
The Tourism Society (UK)

The Tourism Society is the professional membership body for people working in the tourism and travel industry, whether directly or indirectly, in the UK and overseas. 

Existing members represent tour operators, hotel chains, PR, marketing and representation companies, tourist attractions, national, regional and local tourist boards, restaurants, trade media, charities, consultants, academics, students and educational establishments, among others.

The Tourism Management Institute (TMI) and Tourism Consultants Network are professional sections within the Society.

The Society organises 20+ events throughout the year and publishes a quarterly journal examining a wide range of topics relevant to the industry as a whole.

Visit : www.visitdublin.com. Gregory Yeoman at gregory@tourismsociety.org.

Adventure Travel Trade Association

The Adventure Travel Trade Association (ATTA), is a global membership organization and home to a thriving community of more than 700 responsible, profitable businesses, destinations and media who transform customers and businesses alike into advocates for sustainability and justice worldwide. 

Its members leaders include tour operators, destination marketing organizations, tourism boards, specialty travel agents, guides, accommodations, media and service providers.

Visit : www.adventuretravel.biz. Contact : Nicole
Petrak at nicole@adventuretravel.biz.

The American Society of Travel Agents

The American Society of Travel Agents (ASTA) is the world's largest association of travel professionals and is the leading advocate for travel agents, the travel industry and the travelling public.
Its members include travel agents and the companies whose products they sell such as tours, cruises, hotels, car rentals, etc. 

ASTA’s mission is to enhance the professionalism and profitability of members worldwide through effective representation in industry and government affairs, education and training, and by identifying and meeting the needs of the travelling public.

Visit : www.asta.org. Contact : Jennifer Michels at pr@asta.org
. 



Ecotourism Australia

Ecotourism Australia was formed in 1991 and is the peak Australian body for the ecotourism and sustainable tourism industry.  

The Association has a diverse membership that includes key industry sectors and including ecotourism accommodation, tour and attraction operators; tourism planners; protected area managers; academics and students; tourism, environmental, interpretation and training consultants; local and regional tourism associations and travellers. 

Ecotourism Australia owns and manages four certification programs for the Australian tourism industry

· ECO certification

· Respecting Our Culture (ROC) certification

· Climate Action certification, and 
· EcoGuide certification.

Visit : www.ecotourism.org.au. Contact : eco@ecotourism.org.au. 

ANTOR

ANTOR is the principal lobbying organisation for the world's tourist offices. Its UK membership comprises national and regional tourist offices which are represented in Britain. 

ANTOR's objectives include providing a fraternal forum for its members to meet and exchange ideas, to forge close relationships with all other sectors of the travel industry.
It also looks to be recognised as one of the foremost advocates of responsible tourism and to comment on a wide range of issues affecting worldwide travel and tourism.



Visit : www.antor.com.Contact : Alison Cryer at secretariat@antor.com  

Leipzig Tourism and Marketing

Leipzig Tourism and Marketing (LTM) promotes Leipzig as a travel destination worldwide. 

In the course of its impressive history, many tags have been attached to Leipzig – the “Mother of Trade Fairs”, the “City of Music” or the “City of Heroes” because of the Peaceful Revolution in 1989. 

LTM offers journalists and editorial offices assistance with their travel reports and can provide information on virtually any topic connected with Leipzig. 
Services include press releases, research texts in various languages, an online photo archive with 2,000 pictures. LTM organizes individual and group press trips, photo and filming permissions or interview partners.


Visit : www.ltm-leipzig.de/press. Contact : Steffi Gretschel at s.gretschel@ltm-leipzig.de.

Florida's Historic Coast

Florida's Historic Coast is located on the Sunshine State's northeastern shore. 
It features historic St. Augustine, the nation's oldest city, along with the luxurious seaside resorts and outstanding golf opportunities of Ponte Vedra Beach.  

The destination features some of America's most historic sites, outstanding dining, upscale accommodations, fine art galleries, and 42 miles of pristine beaches. 
It is home to the World Golf Hall of Fame, the PGA Tour headquarters and more than 60 other attractions.

Visit : www.FloridasHistoricCoast.com. Contact : Barbara Golden at  bgolden@floridashistoriccoast.com.  

The Ontario Tourism Marketing Partnership Corporation  

The Ontario Tourism Marketing Partnership Corporation collaborates with tourism partners and colleagues at home and internationally to develop and deliver integrated, research-driven marketing programs that reinforce Ontario as a strong tourism economy and a premier, four-season travel destination.


Visit : www.ontariotravel.net Contact : Lydia McCourt at lydia.mccourt@ontario.ca.

The Global Hotel Alliance

The Global Hotel Alliance (GHA), the world's largest alliance of independent hotel brands, officially launched GHA Discovery. 

This new loyalty programme is the first-ever to unite independent luxury hotel brands including Kempinski, Doyle Collection, Leela, Anantara and Omni to deliver experience-based rewards to its members globally. 

The programme, which runs across 12 brands and nearly 300 hotels, aims to turn a business trip or weekend getaway into a one-of-a-kind adventure. 
With a heightened level of personalised service, the programme also provides access to more than 1000 Local Experiences, which provide exclusive access to off-the-beaten path activities around the world.


Visit : www.gha.com Contact : Haitham Assem at haitham.assem@gha.com. 
Agencies 
	News


Chewton Glen, The New Forest, Hampshire UK

Chewton Glen has been voted the UK’s Number 1 Holiday Hotel in this years’ Conde Nast Traveller Readers Awards with its spa recognised as the 5th Best UK Spa.   

Both the hotel and spa were also listed in the World’s Top 100.  

Chewton Glen is a five red star privately-owned luxury hotel and spa situated on the edge of the New Forest and a short walk from the sea and is two hours’ drive from central London. It has 70 luxurious bedrooms, suites and tree houses.

Visit : www.chewtonglen.com. Contact : Angela Day at ADay@ChewtonGlen.com. 
Tunisia introduces departure tax

A departure tax stamp of 30 dinars  (equivalent to 11 Pound Sterling/13 Euros)  now has to be purchased by each tourist visiting Tunisia.

The stamp can be purchased from any airport, port, local revenue office or border checkpoint in Tunisia. It can be purchased at any time during a stay in the country.

The tax stamp is affixed to the passport and retained by the authorities on departure.

Visit :www.cometotunisia.co.uk. Contact :  Moncef Battikh at moncef.battikh@cometotunisia.co.uk. 
The Marco Beach Ocean Resort, Marco Island, Florida

The Marco Beach Ocean Resort announced that it has earned an Expedia Insiders Select Award for 2014. 

The resort is one of just 650 winners worldwide from an annual survey of more than 2 million guest reviews from Expedia customers based upon criteria including service and value for the money.

Overlooking the Gulf of Mexico, the all-suite Marco Beach Ocean Resort is located on Marco Island, one of the so called Ten Thousand Islands located between Naples and the Florida Everglades along Southwest Florida’s Gulf Coast. 

The Marco Beach Ocean Resort features a variety of dining options, including the Beachfront Bar & Grill and authentic Italian cuisine at the Sale e Pepe restaurant. 

There is a full-service spa and fitness centre amenities, a swimming pool, white sandy beaches and nearby golf.

Visit : www.marcoresort.com. Contact : Jennifer Nicholson at nicholsonj@fiddlerscreek.com.

Memphis the Musical comes to London 

Following a Broadway run and a 55-city North American tour, the musical Memphis is to open in London’s Shaftsbury Theatre on 23 October 2014.

In the underground nightclubs of 1950s Memphis, Tennessee, the soul of a new era is dawning as the first sounds of rock ‘n’ roll, blues and gospel are emerging into the mainstream.

The production stars Beverley Knight (The Bodyguard) and Killian Donnelly (The Commitments, Billy Elliot the Musical, Les Miserables), with original songs by Grammy winner and Bon Jovi co-founder David Bryan.

Visit : www.memphisthemusical.com. Contact : Jonathan Mountford at jonathan@made2010.com.

Melbourne is World’s Most Liveable City 

Melbourne has been named the best city in the world to live in for the fourth year running in the Economist Intelligence Unit’s (EIU) Global Liveability Index.

The EIU’s Liveability Ranking measures living conditions in 140 countries across five overarching criteria of stability, healthcare, culture and environment, education and infrastructure.

Melbourne achieved perfect scores of 100 on healthcare, education and infrastructure and a perfect 100 in the sub-category of sport.

The report reveals that, since 2009 average ‘liveability’ across the world has fallen by 0.7%, led by a 1.3% fall in the score for stability and safety, with over 50 of the cities surveyed have seen declines in liveability over the last five years. 

Recent conflicts in Ukraine and the Middle East have underlined continuing fallout from a decade of destabilising events ranging from the war in Iraq to the Palestinian Intifada and the Arab Spring.
Visit : www.melbournecb.com.au and (for a copy of the report) www.eiu.com/public/topical_report.aspx?campaignid=Liveability2014. Contact: Nicole Beasley at nicole.beasley@melbournecb.com.au.
Cancun Tourist Board cancels Dolphin tours 

A row sparked by a travel bloggers’ convention, in Cancun Mexico, which was offering dolphin tours to its delegates has ended with a tourist board cancelling the tours.

The TBEX convention, taking place in Cancun, Mexico, in September, offered delegates the chance to take part in dolphin activities offered by the local tourist board. 

However, some of its members complained about the activities, saying that TBEX shouldn’t be offering captive-dolphin activities because they were cruel.

Wildlife charity Care for the Wild, which runs the RIGHT-tourism.org campaign on animal tourism, also got involved and, as a result, the Cancun Tourist Board has cancelled the tours as part of the TBEX convention.

Care for the Wild believe that keeping dolphins captive for people’s entertainment is no longer something that should be blindly accepted. 

Visit : www.RIGHT-tourism.org. contact : Chris Pitt at chris@Careforthewild.com. 
	Leads


Camping in the Yukon

The Yukon is the westernmost and smallest of Canada's three federal territories. Whitehorse is the territorial capital and Yukon's only city.

The territory has 41 government operated campgrounds complete with fire pits, picnic tables, out houses, fire wood and hand pumped water. 

The Yukon government is ensuring all of its visitor information centres and key campgrounds will be open for the fall and spring shoulder season.

Full services will be available until 30 September at 10 government campgrounds. Although gates at most of the remaining 31 campgrounds will remain open until October, they will not be offering full services after 8 September.

Visit : www.env.gov.yk.ca/camping-parks/campground_availability. Contact : Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com. 
Magic Holidays

Magic Holidays, has published a First-Timer’s Guide to Orlando, providing unbiased advice on what to do, what to look out for and how to make the most of a stay in the theme park capital.

Visit : www.magicholidays.com/the-magic-first-timers-guide-to-orlando. Contact : David Wilson at david.wilson@kbctravelgroup.com. 
Lee Valley VeloPark, Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, London

The Lee Valley Regional Park is a 10,000-acre, 26 miles long linear park, much of it green spaces, running through the northeast of Greater London, Essex and Hertfordshire, in an area generally known as the Lea Valley. 

Lee Valley VeloPark on Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park is a venue with four types of cycling. 
Ride the fastest track in the world inside the iconic velodrome, fly around the remodelled Olympic BMX track, race across the 1.6km, flood-lit road circuit or tackle the 8km of mountain biking trails available for all ability cyclists.

Visit :  www.visitleevalley.org.uk/velopark and www.visitleevalleypark.org. Contact : Contact : Joanne Curtis at joannecurtis@leevalleypark.org.uk.
Experience Argentina

Experience Argentina is a destination management company based in Buenos Aires that provides bespoke tours and a customised travel service throughout Argentina (and neighbouring countries) to independent clients.

Popular destinations and experiences include :

	· Buenos Aires

· Iguazu Falls

· the Perito Moreno Glacier

· whale watching in Puerto Madryn
	· wine tasting in Mendoza

· horseback riding at traditional estancias, and 

· glacier cruises.


Visit : www.ExperienceArgentina.com. Contact : Kieran Rooney at info@ExperienceArgentina.com. 
Rooney's 

Rooney's is a boutique hotel located a few blocks from the Obelisco in the heart of Buenos Aires.

The former residence of the writer and poet, Leopoldo Lugones and set among milongas, tango schools, cafes, restaurants and theatres, the building has long been part of Buenos Aires' cultural landscape.

Rooney's Boutique Hotel has 14 individual suites, a lounge bar, cafe and tango patio.

Visit : www.RooneysBoutiqueHotel.com. Contact : Kieran Rooney at info@ExperienceArgentina.com. 
Rocky Mountain National Park, Colorado

Colorado's Rocky Mountain National Park, which celebrates its 100th anniversary in September 2014, offers visitors more than 300 miles of outdoor activities.

These include hiking trails, fishing, backcountry camping and campgrounds, scenic drives, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, and a variety of ranger-led programs and instructional classes.

Visit : www.nps.gov/romo. Contact : Laura Goldie at laurag@cellet.co.uk. 
Trogir, Croatia

Trogir’s medieval walls and maze-like streets make it a good day trip from nearby Split for those keen to experience the town’s range of Romanesque and Renaissance architecture.

The historic centre of Trogir, which dates from  the 13th and 15th centuries, has been included in the UNESCO list of World Heritage Sites. 


The grandest building is the Cathedral of St. Lawrence, with the main portal by master Radovan, and the most significant work of the Romanesque-Gothic style in Croatia. 

Trogir is closely connected to the island of Čiovo, where the mega yacht Marina Trogir is located. 

Visit : www.trogironline.com and www.croatia.hr. Contact : Tim Thackray at Tim.Thackray@Rooster.co.uk.

The Ramblers Festival of Winter Walks, UK

20 December 2014 to 4 January 2015

The Ramblers annual Festival of Winter Walks is geared to enabling people to walk Britain’s wintry landscapes.

Ramblers groups will be leading hundreds of free walks from short festive strolls passing carol singers and Christmas markets to heartier rambles. The also caters for those preferring to take their own walks.

Information on walks can be downloaded from Ramblers Routes, an online library of hundreds of Britain’s best walks.

Walking for Health, England’s largest network of health walk schemes, run by the Ramblers and Macmillan Cancer Support, will also be leading short, free walks across England during the festival. 

Visit :. www.ramblers.org.uk/winterwalks and www.Ramblers.org.uk/ramblersroutes. Contact : Ellie Chelow at Ellie.Clewlow@ramblers.org.uk.

Tropical Sails

Tropical Sails is offering a ‘once in a lifetime’ solar eclipse cruise to Singapore, Jakarta, Komodo, Java and Bali, in March 2016, that will allow travellers to clearly see the moon's chasing shadow as it blocks the sun.  
Tropical Sails Corp has been offering solar eclipse travel. Since 1991 with cruises to Turkey, China, Africa, South Pacific and the Caribbean. 
The company also offers tall ship, ocean and river cruising.

Visit : www.tropicalsails.com. Contact : Daniel Oppliger at info@tropicalsails.com.

Dukes St James, London 

Dukes St James, London has been voted ‘England’s Leading Hotel 2014’ in the European Travel Awards.

The Awards acknowledge, reward, and celebrate excellence across all sectors of the tourism industry in Europe, and the winners are automatically shortlisted for the World Travel Awards (WTA). 
Dukes St James is located in a cobbled court yard off St James’ and is a member of the prestigious, Small Luxury Hotels of The World. 
Visit : www.Dukeshotel.com. Contact : Nadia Walford at Nadia@grifcopr.com.

Portland, USA - beer city

Portland has more breweries than any other city in the world (55 at last count).

These include the Ex Novo Brewing Company in North Portland, a 10-barrel non-profit brewery donates 100 percent of net profits to organizations effecting social change.

In addition, Baerlic Brewery & Taproom dispenses standard beers as well as specialty concoctions with ingredients like fruit, coffee, bourbon, cocoa nibs and beech wood.

The Pearl District will welcome two new breweries in the coming weeks. 

Bend’s 10 Barrel Brewing Co. comes to Portland with its third brewery; the on-site brew house will allow for more experimentation with small-batch and one-off beers. 

Fat Head’s Brewery, based in Pittsburgh, Pa., will bring award-winning fresh and locally made brews to the same part of town.

Visit : www.travelportland.com. Contact : journalistsonly@travelportland.com.

Worldwide Rail Journeys

Worldwide Rail Journeys is India's leading rail tour operator including the luxury trains, :

· Palace on Wheels

· Royal Rajasthan on Wheels

· Maharajas Express'

· Golden Chariot, and 

· Deccan Odyssey.

Visit : www.worldwiderailjourneys.com. Contact : ManishSain at manish.saini@worldwiderailjourneys.com.

Victoria Cruises, Yangtze River, China

Victoria Cruises operates the largest fleet of vessels on China’s Yangtze River and has a five-star rating from the China National Tourism Administration. 
Victoria’s seven vessels include the Victoria Empress, Prince, Lianna, Selina, Katarina, Anna, and the new Victoria Jenna (198 cabins, 396 passengers), the largest and most technologically advanced luxury vessel in the fleet.

Visit : www.victoriacruises.com. Contact : Josh Kahn at Kahn@KTCpr.com.

Horizon Horseback, South Africa

Horizon Horseback offers horse riding holidays and safaris in South Africa.

The company was established in 1993 and is based in the malaria free Waterberg Biosphere Reserve in northern South Africa. 
This is an unspoilt part of the country with varied topography, from bushveld savannah to rocky outcrops and mountains. 
Over the years Horizon Horseback has developed a collection of horse riding safaris which offer close encounters with game riding experiences including polocrosse, western games, jumping, cattle mustering and swimming with your horse. 

Visit : www.ridinginafrica.com. Contact : Laura Dowinton at laura@ridinginafrica.com 

	What’s on


Annual fall events in the USA

The 8th Annual American River Music Festival, Lotus, CA

12 to 14 September 2014 (annual)

The Annual American River Music Festival features vintage rock, blues, new and old grass, sweet jam and folk on the South Fork of the American River in the Sierra Nevada foothills.

Visit : www.americanrivermusic.org. Contact : Paul at paul@mckenziepr.com. 
San Francisco Fringe Festival, California

5 to 20 September 2014 (annual)

The 23rd San Francisco Fringe Festival offers surprising and often over-the-top new theatre including sketch comedy, Russian-style Vaudeville and Belgian cabaret.

Visit : www.sffringe.org. Contact : Gary Carr at carrpool@pacbell.net. 
Third Annual Key Largo Songfest, Downtown Key Largo 10 to 12 October 2014 (annual) 

The 3rd Annual Key Largo Songfest is held in Downtown Key Largo at the waterfront venues of Bayside Grille, Pilot House, and Key Largo Fisheries. 

The event sees the Downtown Key Largo Association hosting a group of professional songwriters.

 Visit : www.keylargosongfest.com. Contact : Paul at paul@mckenziepr.com. 
The Annual International Route 66 Mother Road Festival and Car Show, Springfield, Illinois

26 to 26 September 2014

The 13th Annual International Route 66 Mother Road Festival and Car Show,  held in Downtown Springfield attracts 1,000 cars, live music, food and over 80,000 spectators. 

The event celebrates the golden age of automobiles, and America’s love of the open road on the legendary Route 66.

Visit : www.Route66Fest.com. Contact : Paul at paul@mckenziepr.com. 
Paradise City Arts Festival, Northampton, Massachusetts

11 to 13 October 2014 (annual)

The 20th Annual Paradise City Arts Festival is held   at the Three County Fairgrounds on Columbus Day Weekend..

It is a world-class arts festival, in the cultural heart of New England, which attracts 275 painters, sculptors and fine craft makers from every corner of America. There is also live music and peak fall foliage. 

Visit : www.paradisecityarts.com. Contact : Paul at paul@mckenziepr.com. 
Guernsey Tennerfest

1 October to 11 November 2014 (annual)

Guernsey's 17th annual Tennerfest,  will see over 180 restaurants in Guernsey and its sister island Sark offer all inclusive menus starting from £10, with savings of almost 50% on normal prices. 

This gives the islands' restaurants the chance to promote their quality gastronomic product and local specialities for value prices. 

All Tennerfest participants offer innovative menus focusing on local produce, freshly caught fish and Guernsey specialties such as :

· Guernsey Gâche, a fruit loaf often served with Guernsey butter

· the traditional 'bean jar', a one pot meal cooked overnight and made of beans, pork belly and onions, and 
· Gâche Méléé, which is similar to an apple cake; crab patties, Guernsey cheese and locally brewed beer.

Tennerfest is Guernsey's most popular culinary event with an estimated five million Tennerfest meals consumed since the events inception in 1998. 

Visit : www.tennerfest.com and www.visitguernsey.com. Contact : Jules Ugo  jules@lotus-uk.co.uk. 
Flower Bulb Market, Keukenhof Gardens, Holland 
10 to 12 October 2014 (annual)

The annual Flower Bulb Market is the only time of the year, outside of the spring season, that Keukenhof is open to the public offering the opportunity to see the park in its autumn colours. 

The Keukenhof Flower Bulb Market takes place in the Oranje Nassau Pavilion, where dozens of bulb growers offer their products for sale.

Visit : www.keukenhof.nl/en. Contact : Simone Sagi  at sSagi@holland.com. 
British Polo Day, Garangula, Australia

26 October 2014

British Polo Day - presented by Land Rover – launches in a sixth continent, with its first Australian event at Garangula, the private estate of the Schwarzenbach family.

One of three brand new events in the 2014 British Polo Day calendar, British Polo Day Australia will be a day of fast-paced polo in the foothills of the Blue Mountains.

British Polo Day comprises a network of 10 annual events in Abu Dhabi, Australia, China, Dubai, India, Mexico, Morocco, Russia, USA and Great Britain.

In addition to polo the events showcase over 30 top British luxury brands.

Visit : www.britishpoloday.com. Contact : Violet Manners at violet@britishpoloday.com. 
Taste of St.Barth Gourmet Festival, Caribbean 

30 October to 4 November 2014 

The 1st Taste of St. Barth Gourmet Festival will see seven host restaurants presenting innovative, multi-course menus created by seven visiting chefs from France, Brazil, Japan, USA and Sweden.

During the festival's four days they will present a total of 28 dinners in tandem with some of the talented chefs from local kitchens.

Visit : www.saintbarth-tourisme.com. Contact : Martha Morano at martha@moranopr.com. 
27th Annual Fort Lauderdale International Film Festival 

7 to 23 November 2014

The Annual Fort Lauderdale International Film Festival (FLIFF) has over 200 films and 30 parties in Lauderdale, Hallandale, Hollywood, Weston, Sunrise, Pompano as well as aboard yachts on the IntraCoastal Waterway. 

Visit : www.fliff.com. Contact: Jan Mitchell at janpubpromo@yahoo.com
The Reiterlesmarkt in Rothenburg ob der Tauber, Germany 

30 November to 23 December 2014

The medieval town of Rothenburg, Germany has been staging its Christmas Market since the 15th century and the event, which has changed little in 500 years, takes over the market square area during the festive season.

The highlight of the market is the appearance of the Rothenburger Reiterle. At one time the thought of this mythical, wild horseman arriving brought trepidation and dread to the towns folk. Today a friendlier version is used to attract thousands to the market.

Rothenburg is a town in the Franconia region of Bavaria, Germany.

Visit : www.rothenburg.de. Contact : Annemieke Böttger at annemieke.boettger@rothenburg.de. 

Mountain Mandarin Festival, Auburn, California
21 to 23 November 2014

The annual Mountain Mandarin Festival celebrates the new crop of foothills-grown Mandarin oranges, a Mandarin recipe cooking contest, professional chef demonstrations, food, crafts and activities featuring the Mandarin orange.

Placer County growers will sell thousands of pounds of fresh Mandarin oranges and gift baskets accompanied by all the free samples you like. 
The Festival is held under the autumn-leaved trees of the Gold Country Fairgrounds and their golds, rusts and burgundies are punctuated with the bright orange globes of Mandarins everywhere you turn. 
More than 200 vendors of quality gift items also sell Mandarin scented lotions, soaps, and candles, along with artist-crafted jewelry, home accessories, and holiday items. 


Visit : www.mandarinfestival.com. Contact : Contact : Karen Spencer at kespencer@ncbb.net
Saratoga Restaurant Week

5 to 11 December 2014
Saratoga is a city in Santa Clara County, California and directly west of San Jose, in the San Francisco Bay area. 
The Saratoga Restaurant Week  has establishments throughout the city offering prix fixe menus consisting of three items for one price plus tax & tip! Three-Course Dinner for $10, $20 or $3o. Lunch Specials for  $5 or $10
Visit : www.discoversaratoga.org/restaurantweek. Contact Connie at connie@discoversaratoga.org 

The Sydney Festival 

January 2015 (annual)

Every January, the Sydney Festival enlivens Sydney with a cultural celebration that can well include burlesque circus, Chicago rap, Dutch theatre; contemporary dance and family programmes 

The Festival embraces 400 performances in 140 events performed by more than 1000 artists in more than 30 venues. 

The Festival prides itself on inclusive programming, a broad range of free events and accessible pricing policies.

Visit : www.sydneyfestival.org.au. Contact : Jessica Keirle at jessica.keirle@sydneyfestival.org.au
Montréal Igloofest

15 January to 7 February 2015

The 7th annual edition of Igloofest returns to Montréal this winter with nine days of dance rave.

Taking place in sub-zero temperatures, the Igloofest is held on the Jacques-Cartier Pier and showcases performances from some of the best artists on the electro scene.  

Visit : www.igloofest.ca and www.tourisme-montreal.org. Contact : Robyn Margetts at robyn.margetts@citizenrelations.com. 

Sapporo Snow Festival, Japan
05 February to 11 February 2015

The Sapporo Snow Festival, one of Japan's largest winter events, attracts a growing number of visitors from Japan and abroad every year.
Every winter, about two million people come to Sapporo to see the hundreds of snow statues and ice sculptures which line Odori Park, the grounds at Community Dome Tsudome, and the main street in Susukino.
Visit : www.snowfes.com/english.  Contact : Kylie Clark at kylie@jnto.co.uk.  

Womadelaide, Adelaide, South Australia

6 to 9 March 2015

WOMAD is the World of Music, Arts & Dance, founded by the musician Peter Gabriel in 1982, and WOMADelaide, the Australian WOMAD festival launched in 1992.

Over the past 21 years it has become one of the nation’s favourite outdoor festivals because of the music it presents and its friendly vibe. 
Families are welcome (kids 12 and under get free entry) and the diversity of the audience is almost as astounding as the line-up.

WOMADelaide runs over four days in Botanic Park in inner-city Adelaide. The program features performances and workshops on seven stages by the world's best traditional and contemporary musicians, dancers and DJs, a KidZone activity area, street theatre and visual artists, the Taste the World cooking program.

Visit : www.womad.org/festivals/womadelaide. Contact : Nicola Prime at apadmin@artsprojects.com.au.

Tribeca Film Festival, New York, USA

15 to 26 April 2015

This film festival screens over 400 new and independent films, and features panel discussions with filmmakers and actors, and an outdoor family festival. 

Organised by Robert De Niro's production company Tribeca Productions. Renowned festival brings local, national and international talent to downtown New York. 

Visit : www.tribecafilm.com. Contact : Tammie Rosen at trosen@tribecaenterprises.com

New Orleans Jazz And Heritage Festival, Louisiana, USA

24 April to 3 May 2015 

The birthplace of jazz celebrates its heritage with live music, food and crafts. Runs over two weekends. Over 500 acts perform in total. 

Visit : www.nojazzfest.com and  www.jazzandheritage.org. Contact : Matthew Goldman at matthew@nojazzfest.com.

Beale Street Music Festival, Memphis, Tennessee, USA

May 1015 (dates tbc)

A major multi-genre music festival featuring over 60 acts performing on three outdoor stages and a blues tent. Organised as a part of the Memphis in May International Festival

Visit : www.memphisinmay.org/musicfestival. Contact : Diane Hampton at dhampton@memphisinmay.org.

	Reasons to write about


East Bali with Tour de Manggis

The East Bali landscape around the resort of Alila Manggis is where green rice terraces meet lush forested hillsides, dominated by Mount Agung, Bali’s highest mountain. 

The Alila Manggis resort has created the new ‘Tour de Manggis’ that allows guests to explore the landscape on foot or by bike.

Walking routes include the half-day river hopping and trek through thick forests and plantations dotted along the Jangga riverside, followed by a swim at the Tirta Gangga Water Palace.

Other treks included :

· the Grand Panoramic Trek, which journeys from the small village of Sidemen up to the sacred and secluded Hindu temple located on top of Sangkan mountain, and

· the Mount Agung Trek, which provides an irresistible adventure for experienced trekkers. 

For cyclists, Mountain to Sea covers 42 kilometres at a leisurely pace from Sogra Village down the forested slopes of Mount Agung, past salak plantations and mountain vistas, with a chance to explore local villages along the way. 

Visit : www.alilahotels.com. Contact : Louise Ferrall at alila@verypcc.com. 
Hiking in New York States, Catskill Park

Known as America's First Wilderness, the Catskill Mountains in New York State offer some of the best hiking trails in the world.  

More than 300 miles of marked and maintained trails are networked through the state's Catskill Park, which encompasses approximately 700,000 acres, about half of which is public Forest Preserve that has been protected as "forever wild."  

Although rivaling Yosemite National Park in size, Catskill Park is visited by only about half a million people each year, making it ideal for hikers looking for spectacular, uninterrupted vistas and wildlife.

Among some of the best hiking to be found is in the Great Northern Catskills in Greene County – an easy two-hour drive or train ride north of New York City.   

The landscape in Greene County is so beautiful that it has inspired generations of painters, including some of the greatest names in 19th-century American art.  

Visitors here can see spectacular cascading waterfalls, explore the legendary "cloves" where famed storybook characters Rip Van Winkle took his marathon nap, and climb roads that still follow Native American footpaths to dizzying summits for breathtaking five-state views.

Visit : www.greatnortherncatskills.com/. Contact : Contact: Daniela Marino at dmarino@discovergreene.com.

The El Pahuma Orchid Reserve, Ecuador

The El Pahuma Orchid Reserve is a 650 hectare cloud forest reserve located one hour from the Ecuador capital of Quito. 

The lush vegetation is fed by abundant moisture from the mist-laden air and provides home to a multitude of epiphytes ("air plants") including bromeliads, orchids, mosses and ferns. 

The diversity of species that make up the reserve will reward visitors interested in orchids, birdwatching or taking in the sights and sounds of the forests and its three spectacular waterfalls. 

It is also possible to spot 170 species of birds, including the Andean toucan and 12 species of hummingbirds.

For the more adventurous, a strenuous hike to El Pahuma's gentle summit (El Pahuma in Quichua means "flattened peak") offers panoramic views of the Pichincha volcano and verdant forested valleys. 

Lodging is available in the Nature Center, in the rustic "Guarida del Oso" (Bear's Den cabin) or at the summit's campsite.

The Pahuma, an Orchid Reserve, is located just one hour from Quito. It is the only reserve 

Visit : www.ceiba.org/elpahuma  and www.quito.com.ec/en/. Contact : Rodolfo Milesi at rmilesi@brandinglatinamerica.com. 


Val d’Isère, France

Val d’Isère, in south eastern France, has unveiled its new winter events calendar of mountain activities.

Regarded as one of the world’s top skiing resorts, Val d’Isère enjoys a spectacular setting with luxury chalets, lively après-ski and some of the most exciting skiing around.

The opening weekend starts on Saturday 29th November 2014.

FIS Mens Alpine Word Cup 

12 to 14 December 2014 

FIS Ladies Alpine World Cup 

19 to 21 December 2014
Val d’Isère offers two spectacular weekends of international racing, with free entry for all.

The Alpine World Cup showcases the most talented winter sports stars.

An Enchanted Christmas

22 to 28 December 2014
Val d’Isère celebrates Christmas with giant snow sculptures, a life-size nativity and shows and concerts.

Instructors from the National French Ski School will present  their brand new show, with  highlights including ski demonstrations, fireworks and a candle-lit descent.

22nd Classical Music Festival

20 to 22January 2015 and 10th to 12th March 2015

The festival presents outstanding musicians and beautiful music staged in the Baroque church of Saint Bernard de Menthon. 

Frost Gun Invitational

10th – 12th February 2015

This freestyle Big Air competition sees the world’s best freestyle skiers performing to their absolute best.

3rd Annual Winter Golf

25 to 29 March 2015

Snow Street golf session on the Olympique Avenue starts in the early evening featuring seven holes through the shops and bars of Val d’Isère, with a welcome cocktail at the first hole, hot wine and a concert at the fourth hole, and many other treats in between. 
The next day, in the early morning, teams head to the Manchet Vallet golf course for a day of putting, chipping, and teeing off from the glorious, snowy Alps. 

3rd Annual Yoga Festival

1 to 3 May 2015
This three day mountain-top yoga event sees a choice of yoga disciplines are practiced, demonstrating the range of influences. 
Visit : www.valdisere.com. Contact : Charlie Fox at Charlie@grifcopr.com.

Ranch Riders, North America

Ranch Rider has a ranches across North America that cater specifically to grown ups including : 

Siwash Lake Luxury Guest Ranch  

Based in British Columbia, the ranch has a strong focus on health and wellness, with a tented Sigh-wash Spa set in a tranquil forest clearing. 
Guided hiking, horseback riding and wild swimming in the lightly mineralised waters of Siwash Lake are available.

Paradise Guest Ranch 

Located in the valley of the Big Horn National Forest, the Paradise Guest Ranch offers varied terrain and trails in Wyoming's wilderness, with meadows, wooded paths, creeks, steep mountain sides and the Hunter Mesa, a grass covered plateau.

Red Horse Mountain Ranch

At Idaho's Red Horse Mountain Ranch, guests can pair the beauty of the fall colours with over 30 regional wines.

The Elk Mountain Guest Ranch  

Located two hours from Denver, the Elk Mountain Guest Ranch is the highest ranch in Colorado, with views of the Collegiate and Indian Peaks and the Mollie Kathleen Gold Mine, located 1,000 feet underground.

The McGinnis Meadows Cattle & Guest Ranch 

The McGinnis Meadows Cattle & Guest Ranch is located in 75-acres of Northwest Montana, with rides across, mountains, lakes and rivers.
Visit : www.ranchrider.com. Contact : Siobhan Erum-Credo at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.

The National Forest, UK

The National Forest is a new, wooded landscape covering 200 square miles of central England. 

It is being developed by a non-departmental public body sponsored by the UK Government’s Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.

The area in the Midlands which is known as The National Forest was chosen in part because the woodland cover was very low (about 6%). There was also a great need for regeneration after the end of mining and, importantly, incredible public support for the idea.

Since then, the 200 square miles of The National Forest have been transformed through the planting of over eight million trees and the creation of many other valuable habitats. 

It has many new attractions and forest-based activities and has stimulated many woodland-linked businesses. While more than 200,000 people live in the Forest, it is also within just 90 minutes' journey time for about 10 million people.

This is now well under way with woodland cover having increased from around 6% in 1991 to 19.5% in 2013, with 86% of woodlands accessible.

The National Forest Way explores the highlights of The National Forest, between the National Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire and Beacon Hill Country Park in Leicestershire.
Visit : www.nationalforest.org. Contact : Carol Rowntree Jones at crowntreejones@nationalforest.org.

Orlando in autumn and winter

Magic Holidays have launched a new guide for travellers who may not have been to Orlando before, providing adults with advice on how to make the most of their time in the city.

This includes : 

Food festivals

The Epcot Food & Wine Festival at Epcot Theme Park To 10 November 2014 (annual)

The Epcot Food & Wine Festival celebrates the diversity of food in the area with celebrity chefs, live cooking demonstrations and concerts.

September is also  Magical Dining Month, with select restaurants offering gourmet three course menus from just $33. 

Downtown Orlando, the district of Restaurants Row and Winter Park all have restaurants and eateries participating during the festive season. 

Arts and culture

The Harmony Music & Arts Festival takes place on 27and 28 September and the 41st Winter Park Autumn Art Festiva1 on 11 and 12 October.

In addition

· the Orlando Science Center has exhibitions, theatre displays and wine and laser shows

· the Orlando Museum of Art showcases international art from the 19th century and one of the largest collections of art of the ancient Americas, and 

· the Orange County History Centre offers exhibits detailing the journey of the city from a small town to a thriving metropolitan city.

Visit : www.harmonyfl.com, www.winter park.org, www.osc.org, www.omart.org and www.thehistorycentre.org.

Golf

The Orlando area has 176 golf courses with the Grand Cypress Academy of Golf providing training courses for those new to the sport. 

Golf courses include the Arnold Palmer’s Bay Hill Lodge, widely regarded as one of the best in Central Florida, and the Champions Gate Golf Club, home of the David Leadbetter Golf Academy.

The Orlando Film Festival

22 to 26 October (annual)

The Orlando Film Festival this autumn in Downton Orlando, showcases independent films from around the world. 

Visit : www.orlandofilmfest.com.

Visit : www.visitorlando.com andwww.magicholidays.com. Contact : David Wilson at david.wilson@kbctravelgroup.com. 
Desert Islands, United Arab Emirates
Desert Islands is a nature-based destination offshore the Al Gharbia (Western Region), in Abu Dhabi, the capital of United Arab Emirates.

It is a collection of eight islands where visitors can get close to nature and wildlife, discover past civilizations and immerse themselves in Arabic traditions.

Sir Bani Yas Island, the largest island at the heart of the destination is the vision of the late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, and plays a key role in Abu Dhabi’s efforts of developing and nurturing a sustainable future in tourism while conserving and promoting local traditions.

It is the first of the Desert Islands to welcome tourists and we take pride in sharing this unique island and its rich cultural history, as we take you on an enriching journey through the scenic landscape, dynamic wildlife reserve, diverse marine ecosystem and ancient archaeological sites. 

The Arabian Wildlife Park, which was conceived as a wildlife reserve to ensure the survival of Arabia’s most endangered species, covers three quarters of this 87 square kilometre island.

It is home to around 23 species of free-roaming animals, including giraffes, a variety of antelope and one the world’s largest herd of critical endangered Arabian Oryx.
Visit : www.desertislands.com. Contact : George Chakar at gchakar@tdic.ae. 

	A place to stay 


Glazebrook House Hotel, South Devon, UK

Glazebrook House Hotel is a family run hotel, hotel, owned by Pieter and Fran Hamman, that showcases the very best in British revival décor.  

The decor includes a flamingo and oversized fountain pen in the lobby, a spitfire wing reception desk, bowler hats lining the wall in the hallway and a peacock sitting in the bar area.

The eight bedrooms are inspired by Alice in Wonderland and named after its characters.

Visit : www.glazebrookhouse.com. Contact : Hayley Reynolds at hayley@rawprandmarketing.co.uk. 
Nira Montana, Italy

Luxury hotel group Nira Hotels and Resorts will open the Nira Montana, in north Italy in December .  
Located in La Thuile, in the popular tourist region of Val d’Aosta and at the foot of Mont Blanc, the new property is near to the ski slopes and hiking trails of the Italian Alps. 

The 55-room luxury hotel will feature an authentic Italian restaurant and its bar will feature an extensive wine cellar.

La Thuile is close to the major airports of northern Italy including Milan, Turin and Genoa, as well as to Geneva in Switzerland. 
Nira Hotels & Resorts will open Nira Yana on Pemba Island, Zanzibar, in early 2015. 
The two new hotels will join the group’s three existing properties: 
Shanti Maurice in Mauritius 
Nira Alpina in St. Moritz, and Nira Caledonia, Edinburgh.
Visit : www.niramontana.com and www.nirahotelsandresorts.com. Contact : kkay@prco.com. 
Lee Valley camping and caravning, London

The Lee Valley Regional Park is a 10,000-acre, 26 miles long linear park, much of it green spaces, running through the northeast of Greater London, Essex and Hertfordshire, in an area generally known as the Lea Valley. 

Lee Valley Caravan Park, Hoddleston, Hertfordshire is 30 minutes from London by train and surrounded by the countryside of Hertfordshire and Essex.

This campsite offers touring and camping pitches and deluxe and classic pre-pitched tents.

The Lee Valley Camping and Caravan Park, Edmonton is a peaceful site within easy reach of both central London. 
The Lee Valley Campsite, Sewardstone is a family friendly campsite for tents and caravans, or cocoon or family woodland cabins. 
This 1,000 acre park has traffic-free cycling and walking trails, boating, rare wildlife and even white water rafting, and Epping Forest with its mountain bike tracks is also close by.

Visit : www.visitleevalley.org.uk/wheretostay and www.visitleevalleypark.org. Contact : Contact : Joanne Curtis at joannecurtis@leevalleypark.org.uk.
The Oetker Collection

European luxury hotel group the Oetker Collection has added the Hotel Saint-Barth Isle de France to its portfolio. The property, which is located on Flamands Bay, known as one of the world’s pristine beaches in the world, is set in tropical gardens overlooking the sea.

The Oetker Collection includes : 

· Brenners Park-Hotel & Spa in Baden-Baden 

· Le Bristol Paris

· Hôtel du Cap Eden-Roc located on the Mediterranean at the tip of the Cap d’Antibes 

· Château Saint-Martin & Spa located in Vence on the French Riviera 

· Palais Namaskar in Marrakech, Morocco 

· Hotel Saint-Barth Isle de France in Flamands Bay

Visit : www.oetkercollection.com. Contact : Julia Perowne at oetker@verypcc.com.

The Nivaria Gran Hotel,Tenerife

The family-run 5* Roca Nivaria Gran Hotel is located in the Playa Paraíso area on the Southern coast of Costa Adeje, a short drive from Tenerife South’s international airport and popular family beaches, restaurants, water and theme parks.
The hotel has 289 rooms with balconies, an infinity pool with Balinese chill-out beds with views of the Atlantic Ocean, open air Jacuzzi and large sun terrace on the property’s top floor. 
Visit : www.adrianhoteles.com. Contact : Enrique Martin at enrique@humewhitehead.co.uk. 

Hotel Sumaq Machu Picchu Hotel, Peru

Luxury Peruvian Hotel Sumaq Machu Picchu Hotel is to undertake a major refurbishment to its 5 star Hotel at the foot of World Heritage site, Machu Picchu.

On the banks of the Vilcanota River and at the foot of Machu Picchu, the Sumaq Machu Picchu Hotel 60 rooms and suites with views of the river or the rainforest mountain. 

Visit : www.machupicchuhotels-sumaq.com. Contact : Byron Shirto at byron@talkingstickmktg.co.uk. 
Tiara Yaktsa and Tiara Miramar Beach Hotel & Spa, Cote d’Azur, France

Tiara Yaktsa and Tiara Miramar are two two sister properties located elegant boutique hotels on the Cote d’Azur coastline, Southeast France. 

Located in a rocky mountainside in a quiet sheltered cove, Tiara Yaktsa and Tiara Miramar are a short walk from the village of Théoule-sur-Mer, 16 km from Cannes and 40 km from Nice.

The surrounding area is dotted with local coffee shops and restaurants offering French and Mediterranean cuisine. 

In the beachside village of Théoule-sur-Mer has views over to the Lerins islands. 

Visit : www.yaktsa.tiara-hotels.com/en and  www.miramar-beachspa.tiara-hotels.com/en.  Contact : Emily Wilson at Emily@grifcopr.com.

Grand Hotel Tremezzo, Lake Como 

Dating back to 1910 and Art Nouveau in style and decoration, the family owned Grand Hotel Tremezzo commands one of the most enchanting positions on Lake Como with panoramic views of both the town of Bellagio, the Riviera delle Azalee and the stunning Grigne Mountains. 

The historic hotel has 92 rooms and suites, all of which offer views of the lake or the hotel’s century-old 20,000 sq.m park and gardens. 

Visit : www.grandhoteltremezzo.com. Katie O'Lone at katie@masonrose.com. 
Nisbet Plantation Beach Club, Nevis, the Caribbean
Nevis is a 36-square-mile Caribbean island lies near the top of the Lesser Antilles archipelago, about 200 miles south of Puerto Rico and just west of Antigua. 

This island is approximately seven miles long and five miles wide, with natural vegetation, and one of the remaining unspoiled places on earth. 

From the top of the 3,232-foot Nevis Peak created by the only shield volcano in the Caribbean to the depths of the clear waters offshore, there is a world of flora and fauna to explore.
The Nisbet Plantation Beach Club is the Caribbean’s only resort plantation inn located directly on the beach, with 36 cottage-style units and a restored Great House that dates from 1778 set on 30 acres of tropical foliage. 

Visit www.NisbetPlantation.com. Contact : Amy Kerr at amy@madiganpratt.com
Camping at Sveta Nedelja, Croatia 

A new luxury camping site has opened on the northern bank of Rakitje Lake, in the small town of Sveta Nedelja. 

Located 30 minutes from Zagreb, the ten thousand square metre-sized camp has been awarded four-star status and will have fifty spots for campervans and vehicles, four bungalows, a wine cellar, lounge bar, mini wellness facility and a children’s playground. 

Guests will be able to make the most of the countryside location by taking up the walking, cycling and fishing opportunities. 

Those looking to explore the surrounding areas can visit the nearby nature parks, Medvednica and Zumberak and the castles and museums of the Zagorje region.

Visit : www.croatia.hr. Contact : Tim Thackray at Tim.Thackray@Rooster.co.uk.

Downtown Disney Resort Hotels, Lake Buena Vista, Florida

The seven Downtown Disney Resort Hotels, within Walt Disney World, are located an easy walk to the shopping, dining and entertainment venues at the Downtown Disney itself.

The hotels also provide complimentary shuttle transportation every 30 minutes to all four Walt Disney World theme parks, its two water parks and to the Downtown Disney area itself.

The hotels are :

· B Resort & Spa

· Best Western Lake Buena Vista Resort Hotel 
· Buena Vista Palace Hotel & Spa 
· DoubleTree Suites by Hilton 
· Hilton Orlando Lake Buena Vista Holiday Inn Orlando, and 
· Wyndham Lake Buena Vista Resort

Upcoming special events at the Walt Disney World Resort include:

· Mickey’s Not-So-Scary Halloween Party at the Magic Kingdom

· 1 September to 31 October 2014 (select nights)

· Epcot International Food & Wine Festival and Eat to the Beat

· 19 September to 10 November 2014

Visit : www.Downtown DisneyHotels.com. Contact : Karen Lamonica at klamonica@chisano.com. 

The Pullman Hotel, Bar and Restaurant, Sunderland, UK

Three railway carriages, which catered for travellers during the golden age of steam, have been restored to their original glory – and purpose.

Throughout the early 1900s, Pullman carriages Sapphire, Rosalind and Padua played host to Edwardian railway passengers in Britain and overseas.

Now, the luxurious carriages have been restored by the Pullman Hotel, with two turned into a tearoom and the third into the hotel’s reception and Platform 5 restaurant, overlooking the seafront.

All three carriages, which originally belonged to the British Pullman Company, were bought by The Pullman Hotel in 1989 and have been carefully and authentically restored to give visitors a glimpse into the most glamorous period in the history of rail travel.

Visit : www.thepullmansunderland.co.uk. Contact : Claire Buchan at claire@sortedpr.com. 
The British Polo Day Global Series launches in Australia, hosting the prestigious 2014 Garangula High Goal Final

Silhouette Island, Seychelles

Silhouette Island is A combination of tropical forest and an imposing mountain whose peak

Located along a 2.5 km stretch of beach, Hilton Seychelles Labriz Resort & Spa offers trekking through one of the largest National Parks in Seychelles, or exploring the surrounding National Marine Park. 

Visit : www.hiltonseychelleslabriz.com. Contact : Maya Mahir at genevieved@goodresults.co.uk. 
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Thrill seeking activities in Massachusetts


Massachusetts, in the heart of New England, has a range of activities to thrill including night cycling in Boston, kiteboarding on Cape Cod and ziplining in the Berkshires.

	Stand-Up Paddle board on the Charles River (Cambridge, MA)
Visitors can get the best view of Boston’s skyline from a stand-up paddleboard on the Charles River. 

After leaving Broad Canal near Kendall Square, the group will paddle underneath the Longfellow Bridge to the Boston shore. The guide will help you battle the wind and boat wakes that present an even greater challenge.  

Visit : www.PaddleBoston.com. 

Bike at Night by Urban Adventours (Boston)

As the sun begins to set, the air cools, and the city begins to calm, a bike is a good way to see the city of Boston in lights. 

Urban Adventours offers a Bikes at Night tour that allows you to tour during a time of day tourists usually do not see, focusing especially on the waterfront. 

Ride to Long Wharf, past the John Joseph Moakley Federal Courthouse, past the Boston ICA and more, while taking in breathtaking views of the evening skyline. 

Visit : www.Urbanadventours.com. 

Ride the waves on Codzilla (Boston)

Zip around the Boston Harbour at speeds up to 40 miles per hour during a wild 40-minute ride. 

Many refer to Codzilla as a water coaster as the boat swerves, curves and rips through the harbour. 

Visit : www.BostonHarborCruises.com/Codzilla.


	Sea Kayak on Cape Cod’s National Sea Shore (Chatham)

Discover the water trails of Cape Cod’s National Seashore, bays and tidal rivers by kayaking among seals and shore birds. 

Paddle through narrow channels that wind through the long grasses, past sand flats and over an ecosystem teeming with life.  

Visit : www.CapeKayaking.com 

Take a ride through Art’s Dune Tours (Provincetown)

A tour of the peaked sand dunes on the Provincetown Cape Cod National Seashore protected lands. Wispy beach grass, dark green pine trees and deep red beach plums nestled in hollows combine to form this picturesque setting. 

Visit : www.ArtsDuneTours.com. 

Kiteboard on the Cape (Wellfleet)

Cape Cod’s consistent winds and long coastline make it an ideal place to develop your kite-handling skills. Kiting is one of the fastest-growing watersports in the US. 

The kiteboard controls the kite with a harness/handle connected by nylon lines. The board is pulled by the kite over open water quickly.  Mastering control of the kite, air, board and water simultaneously is the ultimate challenge. 

Visit : www.Funseekers.org. 




	Canoe with Still River Outfitters (Bolton)

Still River Outfitters offer their signature QuickStart class, which is a brief, three-hour introduction to paddling. 

Students will learn about boat control, hazards and rescues. Paddle down the rivers of Massachusetts including Sudbury and Assabet River during your course. 

Visit : www.stillriveroutfitters.com.

Hike through the Swift River Reservation (Petersham)

Seven miles of trails weave through forest, swamp, fields and upland, all linked by the East Branch of the Swift River, the largest tributary of the Quabbin Reservoir. 

The reservation’s varied topography and flora support an abundance of wildlife, including deer, beaver, raccoon, porcupine, bear, bobcat and coyote, as well as numerous songbirds, owls and birds of prey. 

Visit : thetrustees.org/places-to-visit/central-ma/swift-river-reservation.html
Misty River Ballooning (Florence)

There’s a chance to soar over the beautiful Pioneer Valley and the foothills of the Berkshires in a hot air balloon. 

The balloons launch early in the morning, just after sunrise or a few hours before sunset when the wind is the calmest.  

Visit : www.mistyriverballooning.com. 


	Zip line and white water rafting 

The Deerfield Valley has 11 zip lines, two sky bridges and three rappels suspended in the trees of. 

The three-hour zip line tour was the first canopy tour in New England. 

There’s also white water rafting on the Deerfield River. Beginners to advanced rafters alike are welcome, accompanied by a skilled guide provided by Zoar Outdoor

Visit : www.ZoarOutdoor.com
Bike through the farms of Pioneer Valley on a Mount Major Adventure (Northampton)

Bike Farm Table weekends combine the farm-to-table movement with the fun of exploring by bicycle. Ride to local farms, meet the farmers and harvest food at the peak of its season. 

Visit : www.mountmajor.com
Jump into the sky at Skydive Pepperell (Pepperell)

Skydive Pepperell goes by the saying, “There’s only so much fun you can have on land.” Experience the ultimate thrill of soaring through the air.   Skydive Pepperell offers tandem skydiving or accelerated freefall training for students to become licensed divers. 

Visit : www.Skyjump.com
View the North Shore Coast from a helicopter with Now City Tours (Revere)

Helicopter flights up the Northern Coast to Cape Anne with views of Revere Beach, Nahant, Marblehead, Beverly Harbor, Manchester-By-The-Sea and Singing Beach. 

Visit : www.NowCityTours.com


Visit : www.massholiday.co.uk. Contact : Kirsty Dillury at Kirsty@ttmworld.co.uk
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com
Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or 

Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
	Hudson’s Historic Houses and Gardens 

www.hudsonsheritage.com. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com. Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com.
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com
	The Official (UK) Tourist Board Guides 
www.visitor-guides.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  press@roughguides.com  

The Signpost 

www.signpost.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com. Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.com. Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 
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Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel writers, broadcasters and photographers

· Editor : 
commissioning editors

· Partner : 
travel and tourism industry organisations, or 

· Agency : 
agency representatives with travel or tourism clients
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive

The International Travel Writers Alliance

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com 

AllWays traveller is the consumer travel features ‘arm’ of the Alliance providing independent travellers with views of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ann Mealor FCIPR

Commissioning Editor

AllWays traveller 

07971 596 925

Ann@itwalliance.com 
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	The Alliance 

Bulletin 


Providing key information in a
no-frills format for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.
September 2014

Ashley Gibbins 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
www.itwalliance.com
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with formal recognition of their status and standing in the profession and a range of opportunities from Alliance travel partners.

Contact Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com.




	Job shop


Here are some of the professional opportunities available on The International Travel Writers Alliance Job Shop. 

The Job Shop has been created to enable the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.

The Alliance’s travel journalists can also :

· set up Job Alerts so as to be notified if a job is posted that matches the journalists skills or interests 

· create an anonymous job seeker profile or upload a CV for potential employers to search through, and 
· access job searching tools and tips 
Over 40 jobs based in the USA and UK are currently on the JobShop website including : 

Assistant Editor

Washington, Dist. Columbia

American University

Part-Time Associate Editor

The American Institute of Chemical Engineers

Senior Editor

Washington, Dist. Columbia

American Academy of Actuaries

Senior Editor, Cancer Discovery

Boston, Massachusetts

American Association for Cancer Research

Visit : www.jobtarget.com/home/home.cfm?site_id=14773
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Handetour Vietnam

Handetour Vietnam is an inbound tour operator, based in the Vietnam capital of Hanoi and specialising in cultural and leisure tours within Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia

Visit : www.handetour.com. Contact : Nguyen Tuan Anh at tuananh@handetour.com.

Tatton Park (UK)


Tatton Park is an historic estate in Chehsire, with 2000 acres of parkland and four attractions to visit. 

Deer have been present since the 13th century and the meres attract a variety of birds and wildlife.

The Neo-Classical Mansion features art and antiques from the Egerton family collections, and the 50 acres of Gardens with designs dating from 250 years ago, providing year-round colour. 

The Gardens showcase different areas such as the Topiary, Rose Garden, Walled Kitchen Garden and the Japanese Garden which is considered one of the best in Europe. There is also a working historic Farm and Tudor Old Hall to visit.

Visit : www.tattonpark.org.uk. Contact : Eleanor Gorsuch at eleanor.gorsuch@cheshireeast.gov.uk.
Visit Raleigh (USA)

Dynamic, Unexpected, Smart and Celebratory – just a few of the words you might be surprised to hear when talking about Raleigh, North Carolina’s Capital City. 

Raleigh offers :

· world-class museums

· open-air amphitheatres and historic sites

· nationally recognized symphony

· opera and ballet companies

· professional and amateur sports

· golf courses, and 
· vibrant festivals. 
Visit : www.visitRaleigh.com Contact : Ryan Smith at rsmith@visitraleigh.com 

The Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust

 

The Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust (WWT) is a conservation charity that saves wetlands, which are an essential source of drinking water for people and wildlife. 
The WWT works with communities, businesses and governments to help people live sustainably alongside wetlands, benefitting from the water, food, materials, shelter, livelihoods and enjoyment a well-managed wetland can provide.

WWT is also one of the world’s leading science and conservation institutions in its field. 
Visit : www.wwt.org.uk. Contact : Peter Morris at peter.morris@wwt.org.uk. 

The Quad Cities, Mississippi, USA
As the largest metropolitan area on the Mississippi River between Minneapolis and St. Louis, the Quad Cities is made up of the riverfront cities of Rock Island and Moline/East Moline in Illinois, and Davenport and Bettendorf in Iowa.  

The Quad Cities--home to over 400,000 residents--is an easy 2½-hour drive from Chicago, Illinois, or Des Moines, Iowa, or flight in to the Quad City International Airport in Moline.  

The Quad Cities is the only place where the mighty river runs east to west and the area offers affordable adventures, including: 

· John Deere world headquarters

· gaming and non-gaming riverboats

· historical sites

· Native American sites

· Museums

· golf, bike paths

· dining, shopping, and exciting festivals and special events. 

Visit : www.visitquadcities.com. Contact : Jessica Waytenick at jwaytenick@visitquadcities.com.

Melbourne and Victoria CVB

MCVB is a not-for-profit company that markets Melbourne and Victoria as a premier business events destination, identifies and bids for business events, and provides free assistance to associations to bid for national and international business events. 

Melbourne has a long history in staging successful major events and conferences.

Visit : www.mcvb.com.au. Contact : Nicole Beasley at nicole.beasley@melbournecb.com.au. 
	News


Hyde Park Winter Wonderland, London 
21November 2014 to 4 January 2015 

The Hyde Park Winter Wonderland returns for six weeks of winter festivities.

The event includes :

· the sub-zero Magical Ice Kingdom with more snow and ice sculptures

· the UK’s largest outdoor Ice Rink stretching over 1,600m2 will be located around the Victorian Bandstand, on which live music played throughout the day and night.

· over 200 chalets in the Angels Christmas & Yuletide Markets offering unusual and handmade gifts and crafts, including ceramics, candles, jewellery, wooden toys, nativity scenes and Christmas decorations.
· Zippos Circus performing Zippos Christmas Circus, their daytime family show, and Cirque Berserk, an evening show for older thrill seekers, in the Sky Dome, the biggest tented structure in London, and 

· the Bavarian Village serving bratwurst and mulled wine while hosting live music throughout the day and evening. 
Entrance to the Hyde Park Winter Wonderland with individual attractions making a charge.

Visit : www.hydeparkwinterwonderland.com. Contact : Anna Hope at anna@akhcommunications.com.
Stop taking ‘selfies’ with wild animals

Care for the Wild is calling on tourists to stop taking ‘selfies’ with wild animals. 

There are many opportunities to do this including lion and tiger cubs available in Mexico, lion cubs a speciality in South Africa and Thailand hosting a range of tiger-petting facilities.

Care for the Wild is asking tourists to check :

· that the animal still has its teeth and claws and look at the conditions it sleeps in

· for marks where it’s been beaten, and 

· where it’s going to end up when it’s no longer cute enough for photos. 

Care for the Wild is about to launch No Photos, Please!, a campaign asking tourists to say ‘no’ if offered the chance to have a photo with a wild animal, in Thailand. 

The No Photos, Please! Campaign is part of their RIGHT-tourism.org project, which gives tourists advice on how to be animal-friendly in every country of the world.

In addition, guidelines from ABTA launched last year lists activities where people can have their photo taken with captive wild animals, or even free-roaming wild animals as ‘unacceptable’ and these should not be offered by British tour operators.

Visit : www.careforthewild.com. Contact : Chris Pitt at chris@Careforthewild.com. 

ExploreGB

February 2015

Tourism Ireland has signed up as a key partner for ExploreGB, VisitBritain’s new annual flagship international event, which will debut at Ascot Racecourse in February 2015.

The aim of ExploreGB is to showcase Britain and Ireland giving tourism suppliers and destinations the opportunity to meet and do business with up to 250 carefully selected international travel buyers from over 37 countries, including Germany, Brazil, China and the US.

ExploreGB is due to take place local to London in its first year and will then alternate annually between London and other regions within Britain. 

ExploreGB 2015 will take place at Ascot Racecourse from 25-26 February 2015.

Visit : www.exploregb.org. Contact : Sarah Runnacles  at Sarah.Runnacles@visitbritain.org.

European public art in Northamptonshire, UK

Visitors to the UK county of Northamptonshire will be able to see brand new public art installations in outdoor locations along disused railway lines in the Nene Valley. 

Following successful European installations in Catalonia, Spain in June and Mayo, Ireland in July, the CHANGING TRACKS project will place the artworks in a non-traditional, outdoor exhibition spaces.

Covering more than 41,000 hectares, the Nene Valley extends for 35 miles between Northampton and Peterborough, incorporating the River Nene and bordering the ancient Rockingham Forest.  

Northamptonshire is also known for historic homes such as Althorp, the resting place of Princess Diana, and Boughton House, which was a film set for the BAFTA and Oscar award-winning Les Miserables.

Visit : www.changingtracks.eu and www.visitnorthamptonshire.co.uk. Contact : Simon Gribbon at simon@sandstarcomms.com.

Tour de Turtles, Florida Keys

A loggerhead sea turtle, rehabilitated at the Florida Keys-based Turtle Hospital, was fitted with a satellite-tracking transmitter and released from a Florida Keys beach in August 2014.

it was the last sea turtle to join the Tour de Turtles, a three-month-long ‘race’ that features public online monitoring of the progress of 11 sea turtles, which is organized by the Sea Turtle Conservancy.

Tour de Turtles follows the long-distance migration of several different species of sea turtles from their nesting beaches to foraging grounds. The turtle that covers the most distance is declared the winner.

‘Competitors’ have been released off coastlines into the Atlantic Ocean as well as eastern and western Caribbean habitats.

The satellite transmitters eventually fall off of the turtles after their batteries are exhausted.

Visit : www.tourdeturtles.org, www.turtlehospital.org and www.fla-keys.co.uk. Contact : Jo Thomas at jo.thomas@kbctravelgroup.com.

French hotels get Palace status

The Shangri-La and Mandarin Oriental hotels in Paris and the K2 in Courchevel have been awarded the exclusive 'Palace' status. 

Only 16 hotels in France carry the Palace label. 

Established by the French Minister of Tourism in November 2010, the Distinction Palace is designed to award official recognition to the finest 5-star hotels. 

They must have exceptional qualities that embody French standards of excellence and contribute to enhancing the image of France throughout the world. 

The 16 "Palace" status hotels are : 

	· Hôtel du Palais – Biarritz   

· Hôtel Les Airelles – Courchevel 

· Hôtel Le Cheval Blanc – Courchevel   

· Hôtel Le Bristol – Paris  

· Four Seasons Hotel George V – Paris  

· Hôtel Le Meurice – Paris  

· Hôtel Le Park Hyatt Paris Vendôme – Paris  

· Hôtel Le Plaza Athénée – Paris   

· Hôtel Le Grand-Hôtel du Cap-Ferrat – Saint-Jean-Cap-Ferrat  
	· L'hôtel La Réserve - Ramatuelle

· L'hôtel Le Byblos - Saint-Tropez

· Le Château de La Messardière - Saint-Tropez

· Le Royal Monceau - Paris

· Shangri-La Hotel - Paris

· Mandarin Oriental – Paris

· Hôtel Le K2 - Courchevel  


Visit  : www.int.rendezvousenfrance.com/en/about-france/palace-status. Contact : Anne Pedersen at pressofficee.uk@atout-france.fr.

Ecoventura to introduce new ship to the Galapagos

Ecoventura, which operates an environmentally friendly fleet of small expedition yachts in the Galapagos Islands, plans to debut the region’s newest ship in January 2016.

The MV Origin will be a 20-passenger yacht operating in Galapagos featuring 10 deluxe staterooms located on the main deck.

Visit : www.ecoventura.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com. 

The SS Shieldhall, Southampton UK

The SS Shieldhall, moored at Berth 48 in the Eastern Docks, Southampton, has officially been recognised as a passenger ship, some 59 years after coming into operation as a sludge carrier for the Glasgow Corporation.

 

In its early years Shieldhall was known as a ‘Banana Boat’ or ‘Bovril Boat’ due to its distinctive colour and even more distinctive cargo. Today it is a passenger vessel, carrying passengers on journeys in and around Southampton Water and The Solent.’

 

In April 2013 SS Shieldhall was awarded a Heritage Lottery Fund grant of some £1.4 million, to secure the future of the ship for the next 25 years. 

www.ss-shieldhall.co.uk. Nigel Philpott at nigelphilpott@aol.com. 
Silversea Cruises

Eleven new overland adventures in some of the world's most exotic locales are among 60 extended mid-voyage excursions that Silversea Cruises will be offering in 2015. 

Visit : visit www.silversea.com. Contact : Paul Charles at Silversea@verypcc.com.

Quito, Ecuador

Quito, the capital of Ecuador, has been named South America´s Leading Destination, for the second consecutive year, at the World Travel Awards. 
Ecuador also won the “South America´s Green Destination” award and the Ecuadorian Tourist Board was named the “Best Tourist Organization”. 
The Cruise Train, one of the most recent attractions in the country, won the “South America´s Best Luxury Train” award. 
Finally, Finch Bay Hotel was named the “Best Green Hotel” and the new airport of Quito, Mariscal Sucre International won the “South America´s Best Airport”. 

Visit : www.quito.com.ec and www.worldtravelawards.com/winners2014-12. Contact : Tim Allen at tim@brandinglatinamerica.com. 
Diamond Bar Road, Grand Canyon 

The final nine-mile stretch of Diamond Bar Road to the Grand Canyon Skywalk has been paved.  
The old gravel road was the main obstacle for tourists arriving in comfort to the Skywalk, a glass bridge that protrudes 70 feet from the canyon walls and 4,000 feet above the canyon floor.

The horseshoe-shaped, cantilevered glass structure was opened in 2007 and attracts 700,000 tourists a year to Grand Canyon West.  
Visit : www.hualapaitourism.com. Contact : Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk. 

Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines

Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines has launched has published its ‘Warmer Cruising’ brochure, offering a selection of cruises, departing between October 2014 and March 2015, aboard the company’s  Black Watch, Boudicca, Balmoral and Braemar vessels.

Departures are from Southampton, London Tilbury, Liverpool and Newcastle, to destinations including the Caribbean, Canary Islands, Mediterranean, Northern Europe and the Baltic. 
Visit : www.fredolsencruises.com. Contact : Ruth Ryland at ruth.ryland@fredolsen.co.uk.

Powder White 

Independent ski-holiday provider Powder White is adding three new chalets in Meribel, Val d’Isere and St Anton to its portfolio.

The Patrice, in the Three Valleys resort of Meribel is a free-standing chalet accommodating up to 23 people in 12 bedrooms a short walk from the main square.

The Gerlinde is a traditionally decorated chalet in central St Anton, Austria, with easy access to the Dorfstrasse zone.

In Val d’Isere, the new freestanding Ananda chalet is located in the popular Hamlet of Laisinant, near to the high-speed chairlift access to the huge Espace Killy ski area. 

Visit : www.powderwhite.com. Contact : sr@verypcc.com. 
Victoria Falls Safari Lodge

Africa Albida Tourism has reopened its Victoria Falls Safari Lodge, following a three-month, $1 million refurbishment programme.

Victoria Falls Safari Lodge enjoys panoramic views of the Zambezi National Park.

Visit : www.africaalbidatourism.com. Contact : Charlotte Rous at Charlotte@grifcopr.com.

Friend Compass

Friend Compass from travel search site momondo connects Facebook friends with flight searches to the places they live. 
Turning a smart phone into a compass, reveals where friends live around the world, and how much it costs to go visit them. 
The initiative is an integrated feature of the free momondo mobile app.

Visit : www.momondo.co.uk. Contact : Leila Stocker at leila@turtle-pr.com.

Minnesota to host Super Bowl LII

Minnesota will host the Super Bowl LII, in February 2018, at the new Minnesota Stadium, which itself is set to open in 2016. 

Visit www.bloomingtonmn.org. Contact : Melissa at melissa@cellet.co.uk. 

	Leads


Nova Star connects Maine with Nova Scotia

The Nova Star is now making daily round-trips connecting Portland, Maine with Yarmouth in Nova Scotia.  

The 10-hour voyage adopts a cruise experience approach dining options, a spa, casino and live entertainment.

 

Portland itself is marketing itself as a dining town, following it  named ‘America’s Foodiest Small Town’ by Bon Appetit and one of the Food Network’s top five ‘Delicious Destinations’.  

Visit : www.novastarcruises.com and www.visitmaine.com. Contact : Ruth Mackenzie at Ruth.Mackenzie@kbctravelgroup.com. 

On The Go Tours, Iceland

On The Go Tours has launched a new selection of tours to Iceland, taking in :

· the capital city of Reykjavik

· the national parks, 

· the natural phenomenon of Aurora Borealis, or the Northern Lights. S

Visit : www.onthegotours.com. Contact : Pru Goldie at pru@onthegotours.com
Yukon : Aurora and Autumn at the Arctic Circle

Autumn in Yukon is a unique time of the year that brings together two of the most spectacular phenomena in nature: Aurora Borealis and the fiery autumn colours of the tundra.  

Yukoners know that autumn can be the best time of year for viewing northern lights. There’s also the chance to spend days strolling Whitehorse's riverside trails wrapped in fall colour.

Situated in the upper Northwest corner of Canada, next to Alaska, the Yukon is Canada’s most accessible northern destination.  

Home to Canada’s highest mountain (Mount Logan) and one of the largest non-polar icefields located in Kluane National Park - a UNESCO World Heritage site.

Visit : www.travelyukon.com. Contact : Lisa Chamberlain 
Lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com 
Vermont’s Native American heritage

The Vermont Department of Tourism has teamed up with the state’s Abenaki tribes to help visitors learn more about Vermont’s first peoples.  

A new website serves as a hub for events, exhibits and destinations, allowing visitors to explore the 12,000-year history of Native American peoples in Vermont.

Since the early Paleo-Indians first arrived, Native communities have lived in Vermont and their knowledge, experience and traditions have exerted a deep influence on many aspects of the state’s history.  

Visit :  www.VermontVacation.com/Abenaki. Contact : Ruth Mackenzie at Ruth.Mackenzie@kbctravelgroup.com. 

Florida Keys Aquarium Encounters, Florida

The new Florida Keys Aquarium Encounters, in Marathon,  has reef fish, invertebrates, stingrays and sharks.

 

The signature feature of the multimillion-dollar facility is a coral reef exhibit and shark habitat housed in a 200,000-gallon interconnected saltwater aquarium for viewing.

 

As a hands-on interactive learning centre, the attraction looks to inform visitors about the importance of marine conservation and the complex underwater habitats of the Florida Keys.

 

Other interactive aquarium encounters include shallow touch tanks that feature starfish, conchs and horseshoe crabs, and allow feeding de-barbed stingrays and docile baby nurse sharks. 

Visitors also can also snorkel in a shallow protected lagoon.

Visit : www.floridakeysaquariumencounters.com and www.fla-keys.com. Contact : Jo Thomas at jo.thomas@kbctravelgroup.com. 

The Vale of Rheidol Railway, Wales

Opened in 1902, the Vale of Rheidol Railway has been operating a passenger service for tourists for over a hundred years. 

The line, which runs from Aberystwyth to Devil's Bridge, is well known for its scenery, sharp curves and steep gradients.Many travel on the train to visit the famous Mynach waterfalls at Devil's Bridge.

 

Visit : www.rheidolrailway.co.uk. Contact : Duncan Foulkes at duncan.foulkes@btinternet.com. 

Bill Dvorak’s Rafting Expeditions, Colarado

 

Bill Dvorak, a fifth generation cousin of the composer Anton Dvorak,  has been operating Dvorak Raft, Kayak and Fishing Expeditions, with wife Jacki  since 1979. 

As one of the early pioneers of white water river rafting in the Rocky Mountains, the Dvoraks own the first outfitter license issued by the state of Colorado. 

They run river trips, white water skills camp and swift water training.

Visit : www.dvorakexpeditions.com. Contact :Jaci Dvorak at jaci@dvorakexpeditions.com. 

Rude Leisure Group

Mountain holiday company rudechalets has merged with Bigfoot Travel to form the Rude Leisure Group. 

The Group now operates over 80 properties (hotels, chalets, villas & apartments) in Morzine, Chamonix and Ibiza under the Rude brand.  

Visit : www.rudechalets.com. Contact : Helen Lavender at helen@rudechalets.com.

Luxury Asia River Cruising

Asia specialist, Travel Indochina has published its 2014-16 Luxury Asia River Cruising brochure with the addition of four new river cruises sailing throughout Vietnam and Cambodia, Burma, and India. 

The Aqua Mekong cruise will sail up and down the Mekong River between Vietnam and Cambodia, with sailings from bustling Saigon to Phnom Penh or Siem Reap.

The operator has also introduced two new river boats in Burma. 

The Irrawaddy Explorer will sail the Irrawaddy River from September 2014 and the Sanctuary Ananda will take its first sailing in November 2014. Both vessels will sail between the regions of Mandalay and Yangon.

Travel Indochina’s new India river cruise aboard the Ganges Voyager I will sail through through Calcutta and rural countryside villages on the lower Ganges.

Travel Indochina has itineraries and departures to Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos Thailand, Burma, China and Tibet, India, Japan, Bhutan, Mongolia and Sri Lanka. 

Visit: www.travelindochina.co.uk. Contact Sarah Habicht at sarah@humewhitehead.co.uk.

Lee Valley White Water Centre, Waltham Cross, Hertfordshire

The Lee Valley Regional Park is a 10,000-acre, 26 miles long linear park, much of it green spaces, running through the northeast of Greater London, Essex and Hertfordshire, in an area generally known as the Lea Valley. 

Lee Valley White Water Centre, near Waltham Abbey, is heralded as the 'best white water course in the world'. 
It provides an opportunity to ride the rapids on the same course that the world's best athletes faced during the London 2012 canoe slalom event. 
The centre offers activities on the white water including rafting, kayaking and canoeing and Hydrospeeding, similar to bodyboarding.

Visit : www.gowhitewater.co.uk and www.visitleevalleypark.org. Contact : Contact : Joanne Curtis at joannecurtis@leevalleypark.org.uk.

The Cotswold Wildlife Park, Oxfordshire, UK 

The Cotswold Wildlife Park is a wildlife attraction with a mix of animals, landscaped parkland and gardens.

Its animals include rhinos, lions, giraffes and anteaters, with many rare and endangered species.

Visitors can walk through the Madagascar enclosure with free-roaming lemurs and see meerkats, penguins and tropical birds in the landscaped Walled Gardens. 
Indoor exhibits include the Reptile House, Invertebrate House, Tropical House and Farmyard Barn.  

Visit : www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk. Contact : Diane Blackweell at Diane.Blackwell@westoxon.gov.uk. 

	What’s on 


Navajo Nation Fair, USA
1 to 7 September 2014 (annual)

The Navajo Nation Fair at Window Rock, Arizona takes place in the Navajo capital to showcase the work of the community. Aims to preserve the culture and heritage of the Navajo. 

Highlights include the all-Indian Rodeo, the Miss Navajo Nation Competition, and the largest inter-tribal pow wow in North America. Over 100,000 visitors attend.

Visit : www.navajonationfair.com. Contact : Wanda Nelson at wanda@navajonationfair.com.

The World Bellyboard Championships, Cornwall UK

7 September 2014 (annually). 

The annual World Bellyboard Championships organised by the National Trust showcases the very best in prone wooden construction surf craft, vintage swimwear, mastery and ‘disastery’ of wave riding prowess.

The event, held on one of the most beautiful beaches in Cornwall, is attended by enthusiasts and curious onlookers in their hundreds, as well as brave wave riders of all ages and abilities. 

Visit : www.bellyboarding.co.uk. Contact : bellyboard@nationaltrust.org.uk.

Aloha Festivals, Hawaii, USA

6 to 27 September 2014 (annual)

The oldest and largest Hawaiian cultural statewide celebration in the USA and a celebration of Hawaii's music, dance and history. 

Aloha Festivals was first held in 1946 as Aloha Week, and over the past six and a half decades has become a celebration of Hawaiian culture, integrating the traditions and cultures of the Islands through music, dance, cuisine and art. 
All festivities are coordinated by a volunteer board of directors. Aloha Festivals is funded by the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority.
Around 150,000 people attend. Over 33,000 people attend the floral parade and over 72,000 attend the Waikiki Hoolaulea, Honolulu's largest block party.

Visit : www.alohafestivals.com. Contact : Nicole Fuertes at nfuertes@commpac.com.

Newport International Boat Show, Newport, Rhode Island, USA

11 to 14 September 2014 (annual)

The annual Newport International Boat Show, which is one of the largest in-water boat shows in the USA, is held on 13 acres of Newport’s waterfront.
Visit : www.newportboatshow.com. Contact : Nancy Piffard at npiffard@newportexhibition.com.

Autumn events in Southport, UK

The UK seaside resort of Southport is located 20 miles north of Liverpool and 30 miles from Manchester.

The resort offers one of the oldest piers in the UK, beaches and un-spoilt coastline

Southport Air Show, Southport Seafront

20 & 21 September 2014

A two day flying programme with an Air Show village with exhibitions, displays and food & drink stalls

Flying displays include the Red Arrows, a Typhoon and the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight with the British & Canadian Lancasters (the only 2 airworthy Lancasters in the world)

British Musical Fireworks Championship

3 and 5 October, Victoria Park, Southport

Some of the country's top pyrotechnic teams compete to in the British Musical Fireworks Championship, with each competitor synchronising their display to music.

Visit : www.visitsouthport.com. Contact : Steve Christian at Steve.Christian@sefton.gov.uk.

London Restaurant Festival

8 to 22 October 2014
The London Restaurant Festival is a city-wide celebration of eating out in the capital, from Michelin-starred restaurants to neighbourhood bistros.

Some restaurants will offer festival menus, and there will be different events during the two weeks.

The London Restaurant Festival is designed to raise the profile of establishments involved and acknowledge the pleasure and sustenance given to all by London’s diverse range of restaurants.

Visit : www.londonrestaurantfestival.com. Contacts: Catherine Donegan at Catherine@dundascommunications.com.

Forbidden City at the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, Richmond, Virginia, USA

18 October to 11 January 2014

Forbidden City at the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts (VFMA), will reveal rare and ancient artefacts drawn from the Palace Museum in Beijing.

 

It gives an insight into the hidden worlds of the Ming (1368–1644) and Qing (1644–1911) dynasties through their ancient, rich and elaborate artefacts.

Water and Shadow: Kawase Hasui and Japanese Landscape Prints 

Water and Shadow: Kawase Hasui and Japanese Landscape Prints will also open at the VMFA on 15 November 2014 (until 29 March 2015), offering the opportunity to view Japanese woodblock prints, paintings and didactic material which explore the search for identity in Japan during the early Taisho period. 

The exhibition includes the dynamic early work of Kawase Hasui (1883-1957), the Japanese master landscape artist.

Visit : www.vmfa.museum/exhibitions/forbidden-city. Contact : Jo Thomas at jo.thomas@kbctravelgroup.com. 

London International Animation Festival

24 October to 2 November 2014

The London International Animation Festival showcases the whole spectrum of creative animation.

The 10-day Festival includes gala premieres, retrospectives, Q&A's with filmmakers, workshops, audience voting, and the Best of the Festival screening. 
Visit : www.liaf.org.uk. Contact : info@liaf.org.uk. 
The StarLite Film Festival, the Garden Theatre, Winter Garden, Florida USA

26 February to 1 March 2015

The fourth annual StarLite Film Festival will highlight micro-budget, feature-length (70-120 minutes) narrative films from across the globe that are produced, shot and completed for a total budget under $200,000. 

This year, the festival will also be accepting film shorts (total running time, including credits, must not exceed 10 minutes) from students that are produced, shot and completed for a total budget under $10,000. 

In 2014, StarLite welcomed over 900 filmmakers, special guests and moviegoers from across the country and as far as Germany for four days of screenings, panels and parties. 

Visit : www.starlitefilmfest.com and www.gardentheatre.org. Contact: Matt Heim at matt@gardentheatre.org. 

Annual events in Wales

The Royal Welsh Show, Builth Wells 

July

This agricultural show brings combines horses and livestock and agricultural machinery with live music, stunt displays and crafts stalls.

Visit : www.rwas.co.uk.  

 

Big Cheese Festival, Caerphilly

July

A celebration of the history, heritage and culture of Caerphilly cheese with street entertainers, living history encampments, music, dance and falconry set around Caerphilly Castle, one of the largest in Europe.

Visit : www.caerphilly.gov.uk/bigcheese. 

Brecon Jazz Festival, Brecon Beacons 

August

The jazz festival set in the beautiful Brecon Beacons celebrated its 30th anniversary in 2014.

Visit : www.breconjazz.com.

 

Green Man festival, Brecon Beacons 

August

A family friendly festival, located in the Black Mountains, Green Man offers four days of music, comedy, poetry, literature and art and science, as well as spas, therapies and luxury camping areas. 

Visit : www.greenman.net.

Festival No.6, Portmeirion 

September

Festival No.6 is a different take on the "city festival" with stages all over the Italian-inspired seaside town of Portmeirion. It is a weekend of music, arts and culture.

Visit : www.festivalnumber6.com.

Abergavenny Food Festival, Abergavenny 

20-21 September 2014

One of the biggest events in the UK food calendar, this festival showcases local produce and international delicacies, celebrity chefs, master classes, tastings and street stalls. 

Visit : www.abergavennyfoodfestival.com 

 

Visit : www.visitwales.co.uk. Felicity Thompson at Felicity.Thompson@fourbgb.com. 

The  Ski and Snowboard Show, Earls Court Exhibition Centre, London

 30 October to 2 November 2014

The Ski and Snowboard Show is the UK’s largest consumer winter sports show. 

Over 60 top winter destinations, including the resorts participating in the lift pass promotion, will be represented alongside tour operators, independent holiday companies and a variety of winter sports brands and retailers. 

Visit : www.skiandsnowboard.co.uk. Contact :Carly Truss at carly@canoeinc.com
	Reasons to write about


The Regent’s Park Open Air Theatre, London

Regent’s Park Open Air Theatre, which is located in Queen Mary's Gardens, on the Inner Circle of Regent's Park was founded in 1932 by Sydney Carroll and Robert Atkins.

It has been one of London’s unique theatrical attractions ever since.

The theatre itself is surrounded by woodland, which is invariably used to great effect as a stage backdrop. It is the UK’s largest permanent professional outdoor theatre and, during the summer months, stages a programme of drama, comedy and musicals.

And despite enjoying one of the largest audience auditoriums of any London theatre, the tiered seating and overall ambience gives the Regent’s Park Open Air Theatre a real intimacy and special atmosphere.

The best way to make the most of a visit is to arrive early with a hamper and chilled wine (or opt for the theatre's selection of food and drinks). A pre-theatre picnic in the ‘forest glade’ foyer is an in its own right.

The Regents Park

The Regent's Park, designed by John Nash, covers 395 acres and includes Queen Mary's Gardens which features more than 12,000 roses of 400 varieties, and the restored William Andrews Nestfield's Avenue Gardens.

In addition to the Open Air Theatre, the Park also includes London Zoo.

Strolling through the park provides the UK's largest free to access to waterfowl and some 100 species of wild bird.

Visit : www.openairtheatre.com and  www.royalparks.org.uk/parks/the-regents-park. Contact : Jonathan Mountford at jonathan@made2010.com. 

For the AllWays traveller to the Regent’s Park Open Air Theatre visit : http://www.allwaystraveller.com/AllWaysOnline/ao_eur_UK_OpenAirTheatre.html. 

Cycling in Crillon le Brave, Provence, France

 

Crillon le Brave is located amongst some of the most stunning and challenging cycling routes in Provence. 

The Gorge de la Nesque, the Dentelles de Montmirail and  Mont Ventoux, are cycling highlights which guests will experience on two wheels over the one-off October cycling weekend from Thursday 16 to Sunday 19 October. 

All levels of recreational riders are welcome to participate in the three day event, with the big challenge being Saturday’s 1,600 metres of vertical climb over 22 kilometres up Mont Ventoux!

 

Located 25 miles north-east of Avignon at the foot of Mont Ventoux, the 34-bedroom Crillon le Brave hotel is surrounded by vineyards and olive groves.

A former country house to a Parisian family, the hotel has slowly expanded over the years to encompass six further village buildings and has been a member of the prestigious “Relais & Châteaux” group since 1995. 

 

Visit : www.crillonlebrave.com. Charlotte Rous at charlotte@grifcopr.com.

Get Off My Back –  tourists should avoid elephant trekking 

Animal welfare charity, Care for the Wild International, says that increasing numbers of tourists and tour operators are saying ‘no’ to elephant trekking as they realise the suffering and cruelty involved in what has long been a ‘Bucket List’ favourite.

Riding on the back of an elephant in countries like Thailand and India has been seen as a way of getting close to both the elephants and the culture of those countries, but information about how these treks impact on the elephants has become more available. 
These include:

· elephants must be ‘tamed’ before they can take part in treks – this almost inevitably involves beatings and being kept in small cages while young until they are broken 
· young elephants are taken from the wild – often with the result of their mother being killed – to supply the tourist trade
· elephants, while strong, are not designed to carry heavy weights on their backs, so carrying tourists all day will be causing suffering, and  
· conditions for many of these elephants will be hard and relentless, including long days, and being chained when they are not working.

Responsible Travel.com has announced that it would no longer supply tours which involved elephant treks or performances, joining STA Travel and Intrepid Travel who brought in similar bans in the last couple of months.  
Visit : www.RIGHT-tourism.org. Contact : Chris Pitt at chris@Careforthewild.com. 
The Wiener Library

The Wiener Library, the world's oldest library devoted to the study of the Holocaust is staging an exhibition that examines the contribution of Jewish soldiers to the German Army in the First World War (to October 2014).

The exhibition is part of London's commemorations for the centenary of the 1914-1918 war.

The Wiener Library is Britain's largest specialist collection of material on the Holocaust and genocide, with an archive going back 80 years. 

It was founded by Dr Alfred Wiener, a German-Jewish who himself fought for the German Army in the First World War. 

The library is located in the West End of London close to numerous museums and galleries. For more information on the library see here.

 

Around 100,000 German Jews donned military uniform and approximately 12,000 died fighting for the German Army between 1914 and 1918. 

For many Jews the experience of the First World War was defined by a profound sense of commitment to Germany. 

The Jewish soldiers whose stories are told in the exhibition through the display of striking photographs, postcards, prints and books had remarkable experiences, performing surgery in Gallipoli, working with casualty dogs in the Ardennes, and setting up book stores on the Eastern Front.

 

Visit : www.wienerlibrary.co.uk.  Contact : Matthew Nicholson at mnicholson@wienerlibrary.co.uk. 

 

Oregon’s Washington County, USA 

Located near to Portland, many of Washington County’s 727 square miles comprise rural wetlands, nature parks, wildlife refuges, forests, bodies of water and open fields.

These are fine for hiking and cycling, paddling, fishing, birding and wildlife-watching, and other outdoor pursuits.

The new Nature Passport features images, facts, detailed contact information and icons showing which amenities are available at a specific location.

These include : 

· L.L. Stub Stewart State Park

· Jackson Bottom Wetland Preserve

· Tillamook Forest Center

· Tualatin Hills Nature Park

· Tualatin River National Wildlife Refuge

· Rice NW Museum of Rocks & Minerals

· Tualatin Heritage Center, and 

· the Washington County Museum.

Passports can be picked up at the Washington County Visitor Information Center, or at staffed locations listed in the Nature Passport.

Visit : www.travelportland.com. Contact : Matthew Domingo at matthew@travelportland.com. 

Four new private safaris available in 2015 through 
The African Safari Company 

The African Safari Company Is offering four our new private safaris in 2015  :

Highlights of Southern Africa embraces the culture of Cape Town and surrounding viniculture before moving into Sabi Sands, Victoria Falls and Chobe National Park, together spanning three countries and four eco-systems.
Wilds of Southern Tanzania: combines Ruaha National Park, Selous Game Reserve and Saadani National Park. 
Wild Zimbabwe Safari begins in Victoria Falls with overnights at a brand-new (opened in 2014) Bedouin-style, luxury tented camp on the banks of the Zambezi River. 
Guests visit the falls, Hwange National Park and Hwange the oldest and largest national park in Zimbabwe. 
Here there are no natural watercourses, which means the game are reliant upon the park's network of artificially pumped waterholes when seasonal pans start to dry out. 
Guests are invited to participate in pump runs, a monthly event which involves hitching a trailer behind a safari vehicle, loading it with diesel drums filled with water and visiting each watering hole to refill and check with the ranger who looks after that particular hole. 
The African Safari Company specialises in small group travel and custom safaris for the independent ‘ in Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda & Rwanda, South Africa, Botswana, Zambia and Namibia.

Small Ship Safaris features similar experiences, on water instead of land, in remote areas of Alaska, Hawaii, Amazon, Polar Regions, Baja Sea of Cortez, Galapagos and Patagonia.

Visit : www.africansafarico.com and www.smallshipsafaris.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com.

The tigers at Longleat Safari & Adventure Park, Wiltshire, UK
Longleat Safari & Adventure Park has a quartet of Amur tigers with a male Turlough and three females Svetli, Shouri and Soundari.

The Amur tiger is the largest of all the big cats and native to the far east of Russia.

In the 1940s the tigers had nearly died out, with only around 40 individuals left in the wild. 

Although they are still listed as Critically Endangered, wildlife experts believe the current population of around 500 individuals is the highest for a century.

Longleat itself is an English stately home and the seat of the Marquesses of Bath located in near the towns of Warminster in Wiltshire and Frome in Somerset. 

The house is set in over 1,000 acres of parkland landscaped by Capability Brown and 4,000 acres of woodland, which includes a Center Parcs holiday village.

 It was the first stately home to open to the public, and also claims the first safari park outside Africa

Visit : www.longleat.co.uk. Contat : Steve Mytton at steve.mytton@longleat.co.uk. 

Gane and Marshall, Namibia

Specialist tour operator Gane and Marshall is offering a new tour to Kaokoveld, the rugged coastal desert region of northern Namibia. 
As part of the tour, travellers will spend three nights at Wilderness Safaris’ new.
The tour takes travellers from the cosmopolitan city of Windhoek to Etosha National Park, one of Southern Africa's most important game reserves and home to over 100 mammal species, 100 reptile species and 340 bird species. 
The Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp is situated among a ddiversity of wildlife and features some of the best desert mammal viewing opportunities in the region plus access to a vast, isolated wilderness. 
Gane and Marshall is an adventure trekking company, specialising in Kilimanjaro climbs and wildlife and adventure holidays.

Visit : www.ganeandmarshall.com. Contact : Anita Clements at anita@hamilton-pr.com.

	A place to stay 


Cave Hotel Saksagan, Goreme, Cappadocia, Turkey

Cave Hotel Saksagan is an old house in Goreme, which has been completely restored as a boutique hotel.

Rooms are decorated in the Ottoman Style and located within fairy-chimneys and carved into the rocks.      

With a history going back to Hittite times (+4000 years) and once a province of the Roman Empire, Cappadocia is now the area of central Turkey which lies between Aksaray in the west, Kayseri in the east and Nigde in the south. 
It is criss-crossed with valleys and dotted with dramatic rock formations. 
Visit : www.cavehotelsaksagan.net and www.goreme.com/cappadocia. Contact : Numan at info@cavehotelsaksagan.net. 

Palmetto Dunes Oceanfront Resort, Hilton Head Island, South Carolina
Palmetto Dunes Oceanfront Resort is a 2,000-acre resort destination located on Hilton Head Island, S.C., bounded by 3 miles of Atlantic Ocean beach on one side and a sheltered Intracoastal Waterway marina on the other. 

The resort features three world-class golf courses, an award-winning tennis center, an 11-mile inland salt-water lagoon system for kayaking and fishing, and Hilton Head Outfitters for bike rentals, canoes, kayaks, fishing and much more. 

The Mediterranean-style Shelter Cove Harbour, Hilton Head Island’s largest deep-water marina, located right across from Palmetto Dunes, features waterfront shopping and dining and a wide variety of charters, including nature cruises, dolphin tours, sport crabbing and fishing.

Visit : www.palmettodunes.com. Contact : Glenn Gray at ggray@buffalocommunications.com.

The Asia Gardens Hotel & Thai Spa, Alicante, Spain

The Barceló Asia Gardens five star resort is situated on the slopes of Sierra Cortina, 150 metres above sea level, offering fantastic views of the Costa Blanca. 

The hotel is next to two 18-hole golf courses and three theme parks: Terra Mítica, Terra Natura and Aqua Natura. 

Alicante is a port city situated on the Mediterranean Costa Blanca (White Coast). 

Its scenery is characterised by the sea and the mountains, which have turned it into a thriving tourist destination. 

In addition to its long hours of sunshine, Alicante is also known for its cuisine, particularly rice dishes and the local seafood of this coastal region. 

Visit : www.barcelo.com. Contact : Lindsay Bonsall  at Lindsay@masonrose.com. 

The Peninsula Paris

The Peninsula Paris is located in the heart of the 16th arrondisement just a few steps from the Arc de Triomphe and the Avenue des Champs Elysées. 

The elegant 19th century property first opened in 1908 as one of Paris' most famous “grand hotels”. 

Following the wartime occupation of Paris, the hotel was then converted into the UNESCO headquarters and in 1958 became the conference centre for the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs until 2009. 

For the past six years it has undergone a complete renovation and now offers 200 rooms, rooftop terraces and six dining venues.

Visit : www.dorchestercollection.com/en/paris/hotel-plaza-athenee. Contact : Anne Pedersen at pressofficee.uk@atout-france.fr.

The Hôtel Plaza Athénée, Paris

The Hôtel Plaza Athénée has been closed for the past 10 months for extensive renovation work including an expansion into three adjacent buildings.  

Fourteen new rooms have been added and the hotel now has a total of 208 rooms and suites. In addition, a new ballroom and further meeting space has been created. 

The hotel is located on Avenue Montaigne near the Champs-Élysées and the Eiffel Tower. The Hôtel Plaza Anthénée is a member of the Dorchester Collection.

Visit : www.dorchestercollection.com. Contact : Anne Pedersen at pressofficee.uk@atout-france.fr.

Twr Y Felin Hotel, St Davids, West Wales

Twr Y Felin Hotel in St Davids will reopen in 2015 as a luxury boutique property.

The hotel, converted from a 200 year old windmill, is situated in the heart of the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park. 

Wildlife enthusiasts can discover rare habitats and species, history buffs can explore prehistoric tombs and Iron Age Hill Forts and beach enthusiasts can relax on Wales’ south western shore. 

Visit : www.twryfelinhotel.com. Contact : Felicity Thompson at Felicity.Thompson@fourbgb.com. 

KASARA Hotels

YTL Hotels has unveiled its new KASARA brand, a collection of exclusive luxurious hotels, resorts and residences in locations in Asia including :

Opening in December 2014 the brand's first property is KASARA Niseko Village Townhouse, located within the group’s ski resort, Niseko Village, Japan.

Located in the south base of the 1308m Mount Annupuri, Niseko Village is Japan’s premier year-round integrated mountain resort. Also in the pipeline are KASARA properties in Koh Samui, Thailand and Pulau Tiga, Borneo.

The KASARA brand joins YTL Hotels’ collection of 24 resorts, hotels, and Spa Villages.

Visit : www.kasara.com. Contact : Hannah Summers at hannah@grifcopr.com. 

The Canopy Camp, Darién province, Panama

The new Canopy Camp, located in the Darién province of Panama, compliments the Canopy Tower and the Canopy Lodge. 

Canopy Camp has seven luxury safari-style tents in the middle of the forest, surrounded by wilderness. 

The area is a birders location and is worth exploring with a knowledgeable guide to see the birds in the heart of the Panamanian jungle including Barred Puffbirds, Rufous-tailed Jacamars, and White-headed Wrens.

Harpy and Crested Eagles also nest in these rain forests.

Visit : www.canopytower.com/canopy-camp. Contact : Macarena Alvarez at macarena@brandinglatinamerica.com.

Winvian, Connecticut, USA

Winvian, is a Relais & Châteaux property in Connecticut’s Litchfield Hills located two hours north of New York City.

It is a AAA “ten” Diamond resort (five for the restaurant and five for the accommodations).

The staff, who tend the resort’s two-acre vegetable and berry garden, four greenhouses and apiary, are now tasked with tending the pigs, sheep and pullets.

Four pigs assist the resort’s eco-friendly mandate, as well as five new sheep who frolic in the meadows. They feed on chemical-free, farm-harvested produce such as vegetable peelings and corn on the cob, supplemented by a daily diet of organic grains.  

Sixty pullets, rapidly becoming laying hens, are on daily call to meet the demands of breakfast guests and, among other kitchen staff, the pastry chef.

In addition to the organic gardens, and menus that change nightly based on what is in season, the extensive wine cellar includes a selection of over 30 organic and or biodynamic wines.  

Winvian comprises 18 luxe cottages and one suite on 113 acres of meadows and woodlands.  

 

Visit : www.winvian.com. Contact : Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widnesscopr.com. 

Ngoma Safari Lodge, Botswana

Africa Albida Tourism’s luxurious Ngoma Safari Lodge, is located in Botswana’s Chobe region, overlooking the Chobe River and floodplain.

Guided game drives through the Chobe National Park spots elephants, prides of lions, grazing buffalo and herds of zebra.

Chobe Forest Reserve has monkeys, warthog, impala, waterbuck and many birds.

Visit : www.africaalbidatourism.com. Contact :  Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com. 

The Sarojin, Thailand

The Sarojin is a luxury boutique hotel located on an 11km stretch of secluded white sand beach in Khao Lak and a 55 minute drive north of Phuket Airport.

The property is surrounded by five national parks and the dive sites of the Similan and Surin Islands. 

Visit: www.sarojin.com. Contact : Sarah Habicht at sarah@humewhitehead.co.uk. 

Diamond Chateau on the Lake Resort & Spa, Branson, Missouri, USA

The AAA Four-Diamond Chateau on the Lake Resort & Spa enjoys views of Table Rock Lake, lush gardens, and the surrounding Ozark Mountains and is convient for Branson.

Recognized as one of the finest resorts in the Midwest, Chateau on the Lake features a14,000-square-foot Spa Chateau. 

Promoted as the “Live Music Show Capital of America,” Branson features more than 80 live shows a day during the season, and a range of attractions including Silver Dollar City, which features 30 rides and attractions, 40 live shows daily, and many unique shops and restaurants. 

Branson also features the Titanic Museum Attraction, and The Branson Landing in the heart of downtown Branson on Lake Taneycomo, which features festivals, musical events, a variety of waterfront dining options, and 400,000 sq. ft. of shops, boutiques, galleries and specialty gift shops.

Chateau on the Lake Resort & Spa is part of John Q. Hammons Hotels & Resorts

Visit : www.chateauonthelake.com. Contact: Karen Lamonica at klamonica@chisano.com.

Grand Hotel to open in Punta del Este, Uruguay

The Grand Hotel - Punta del Este will open in September 2014. 

The hotel is located in La Brava, in the beach resort of Punta del Este.   

The property comprises 107 ocean view rooms and suites with garden views. It also has a Lobby Bar that offers views of the ocean and its own Mediterranean cuisine restaurant. 

Visit : www.puntagrand.com. Contact : Tim Allen at tim@brandinglatinamerica.com. 
The Royal Palm Mauritius

The Royal Palm Mauritius celebrates its 30th anniversary, when it reopens in October 2014.

The hotel is located on the island’s sheltered north-west coast, stretching along a white sandy beach.

Beachcomber Hotels own and manage eight luxury hotels in Mauritius and Sainte Anne Resort & Spa in the Seychelles and has recently opened the Royal Palm Marrakech, their first hotel away from the Indian Ocean.

Visit : www.beachcombertours.co.uk. Contact : Nicole Lovett at Nicole@grifcopr.com.

Conrad Maldives Rangali Island

Conrad Maldives Rangali Island is an Indian Ocean resort set over two islands, and a 35-minute seaplane flight south west of Malé International Airport. 
It is located in the heart of the Maldives’ best diving and whale shark spotting area and activities include manta ray watching, dolphin spotting, kayaking, paddle boarding, snorkelling with whale sharks, sunset cruises aboard the resort’s traditional wooden dhoni, and glass bottomed boat trips. 

Visit : www.conradhotels.com/maldives. Conrad : Jess Heslop at Jess@grifcopr.com. 
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An Alliance focus on : 

The October Harvest at Denbies Wine Estate



Denbies Wine Estate is England’s largest vineyard and one of the largest privately owned in Northern Europe.  

The current owners acquired the then pig farm in 1985 but found that the estate had exactly the same soil composition as in the champagne region in France and revealed that the Dorking area had a history of wine making dating back to Roman times.  

This led to the planting of 300,000 vines over 265 acres. 
Denbies Wine Estate is also one of the first wine estates in the world to give visitors an insight into all aspects of the wine producing process, all year round.  

Denbies Wine Estate has a range of 14 wines and produces over 450,000 bottles of wine per annum.  
	Denbies wine and dine

Denbies Vine & Dine grape picking day is the only experience of its kind in the UK.

Denbies Vine and Dine allows the public first-hand experience in the workings of the vineyard and winery.  
The experience includes :

· tuition in grape picking

· harvesting the grapes

· a traditional rustic vineyard workers lunch accompanied with Denbies wine

· watching the picked grapes being pressed, and 
· tasting the ‘must’ (grape juice). 
The day concludes with wine tasting in the Denbies cellars, with all participants receive an estate grown vine to take away.
In October the foundations are laid for the wine production of the coming year.  
	The vineyard’s most significant time of year

Harvest is the most significant time in the year of the vineyard.  
Early reports indicate that 2014 is going to be a vintage year for both quality and quantity.
Denbies is therefore anticipating a record year, which is reflected in the energy, enthusiasm and celebration that surrounds the harvest.   
Medal winning wines

Denbies was awarded two gold medals and a trophy in the 2013 Decanter World Wine Award and International Wine Challenge for their Noble Harvest Dessert wine 2011.   
This year Denbies has rebranded the wine range to create a classic contemporary style.

Denbies then received the UKVA Trophy for Best presented wine.

Denbies Vine and Dine is available Monday – Saturday throughout October

Cost - £53.00 per person (group rate available)


Visit : www.denbies.co.uk. Contact : Jeannette Simpson at jsimpson@denbiesvineyard.co.uk.
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Autumn adventure activities in the Azores


The nine islands of the Azores are in the middle of the North Atlantic belong to Portugal and are known for their craters, beautiful lakes, stunning sea, thermal pools and mountain vistas and impressive flora and fauna and marine life. 

With average highs of 23 °C during the autumn months, attracts an array of underwater wildlife.

	Adventure activities include :

Autumn surfing

The Azores offer consistent conditions all year round, but in the autumn, ground and wind swells can reach 15 feet. 

Santa Barbra Beach on Sao Miguel Island, one of the best surfing locations in the archipelago, offers surfing spots and conditions for all ability levels. 

Other popular surfing beaches can be found on Santa Maria Island, and Sao Jorge Island, where reef breaks provide long and tube shaped waves. 

Big game fishing

The archipelago’s waters are home to some of the world’s most impressive big pelagic fish, which can be found just a few miles from the coast. 

These include the prized Atlantic Blue Marlin, the Atlantic Blue Fin Tuna, Dolphin-fishes, Blue & White Marlin and Yellow Fin and Swordfish. 

In terms of size, these fish are giants and 6 out of 10 world records for the Atlantic Blue Marlin have been achieved here. 

Diving  

The Azores’ deep oceans offer a vibrant underwater world for divers of all levels until the end of October. 

Mild ocean temperatures and world-class diving sites provide up-close encounters with creatures including manta rays, morays, stingrays, dusky groupers, comb groupers, wrasses, parrot fishes, trigger fishes, breams and damselfishes. 
	Whales

It is 30 years since the last whaling factory closed on the islands, and this autumn travellers can go in search of the 25 cetacean species commonly seen in the Azores, one of the world’s top whale watching destinations. 

RIB boats depart from the islands of Sao Miguel, Pico and Faial, offering the chance to see these creatures play at the surface of the ocean. 

The Loggerhead, Sperm, Fin and Atlantic Whales, as well as Bottlenose and Common Dolphin, are seen in September and October. 

Special displays can also be found at the Lajes Whaling Museum on Pico Island and the Porto Pim Whaling Museum on Faial Island.

Canyoning 

Until the end of October, the Azores enjoys ideal conditions for canyoning, which requires thrill-seekers to cascade down waterfalls, climb over volcanic rock formations, walk, run, wade, abseil, boulder hop and swim through volcanic landscapes, subtropical fauna, caves, lakes and waterfalls which tumble into the ocean. 

Routes vary in difficulty, with the most advanced circuits on the island of Sao Miguel, and more relaxed routes on the islands of Sao Miguel and Sao Jorge. 

Other active pursuits on offer during autumn in the Azores include golf, paragliding, mountain biking, hiking, trekking and walking, sailing, stand up paddle boarding and horse riding.




Visit : www.visitazores.com. Contact : David Wilson at david.wilson@kbctravelgroup.com. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com
Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or 

Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
	Hudson’s Historic Houses and Gardens 

www.hudsonsheritage.com. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com. Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com.
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com
	The Official (UK) Tourist Board Guides 
www.visitor-guides.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  press@roughguides.com  

The Signpost 

www.signpost.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com. Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.com. Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 




	The International Travel Writers Alliance
	
	AllWays traveller


Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel writers, broadcasters and photographers

· Editor : 
commissioning editors

· Partner : 
travel and tourism industry organisations, or 

· Agency : 
agency representatives with travel or tourism clients
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive

The International Travel Writers Alliance

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com 

AllWays traveller is the consumer travel features ‘arm’ of the Alliance providing independent travellers with views of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ann Mealor FCIPR

Commissioning Editor

AllWays traveller 

07971 596 925

Ann@itwalliance.com 
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	The Alliance 

Bulletin 


Providing key information in a
no-frills format for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.
Mid-August 2014

Ashley Gibbins 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
www.itwalliance.com
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with formal recognition of their status and standing in the profession and a range of opportunities from Alliance travel partners.

Contact Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com.




	Job shop


Here are some of the professional opportunities available on The International Travel Writers Alliance Job Shop. 

The Job Shop has been created to enable the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.

The Alliance’s travel journalists can also :

· set up Job Alerts so as to be notified if a job is posted that matches the journalists skills or interests 

· create an anonymous job seeker profile or upload a CV for potential employers to search through, and 
· access job searching tools and tips 
Over 40 jobs based in the USA and UK are currently on the JobShop website including : 

	News Editor, Greater New York

New York, NY 

NYC-1211 Ave of the Americas-4243

Content Editor

Arizona

McMurry/TMG

Content Producer Editor

Rockville, Maryland

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association
	Editor, Princeton University Library Chronicle

Princeton, New Jersey

Princeton University Library

Telecoms Journalist 

Lichfield, UK

Events Marketing Executive / Digital Content Executive  

Manchester, UK




Visit : www.jobtarget.com/home/home.cfm?site_id=14773
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
VisitPITTSBURGH

VisitPITTSBURGH shares its stories about authentic experiences that visitors can enjoy when coming to the beautiful Pittsburgh region. 
Thirty years ago the community made a strategic decision to invest in arts, culture and the environment as an economic development strategy. 
As a result, we have a hard working, friendly personality, but have all the benefits of the most hip city with a vibrant arts and culture scene that's rich in history. 
It is the official tourism and promotion agency for Pittsburgh and Allegheny County.
Visit : www.visitpittsburgh.com. Contact : Connie George at connie.george@visitpittsburgh.com.

Québec City, Canada

Québec City isone of North America's most beautiful cities and a world-class destination.

It has natural, cultural, and historical attractions, outdoor activities minutes from town and internationally renowned festivals and events among 400 years of history.

Visit : www.quebecregion.com. Contact : Richard Seguin at richard.seguin@quebecregion.com. 

VisitBritain

VisitBritain is the national tourist board for Britain. It is responsible for promoting Britain as a travel destination in 21 International markets.

Visit Britain works closely with journalists looking to highlight or visit Britain.

Visit : www.visitbritain.org. Contact : Emma Fitzgerald at emma.fitzgerald@visitbritain.org.
The Lee Valley Regional Park, London

The Lee Valley Regional Park is a 10,000-acre, 26 miles long linear park, much of it green spaces, running through the northeast of Greater London, Essex and Hertfordshire, in an area generally known as the Lea Valley. 

Greater London's largest park, follows the course of the River Lea (Lee) along the Lea Valley from Hertfordshire through Essex and the north east of London, through the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park to East India Dock on the River Thames. 
It is made up of a diverse mix of countryside areas, urban green spaces, heritage sites, country parks, nature reserves, lakes and riverside trails and leading sports centres. 

Visit : www.visitleevalleypark.org. Contact : Contact : Joanne Curtis at joannecurtis@leevalleypark.org.uk.
Kempinski Hotels

Created in 1879, Kempinski Hotels is Europe's oldest luxury Hotel group. Kempinski's rich heritage of impeccable personal service and superb hospitality is complemented by the exclusivity and indidviuality of its properties. 

Kempinski now provides a portfolio of 74 hotels in 34 countries and continues to add new properties in Europe, the Middle East, Africa and Asia. Each one reflects the strength and success of the Kempinski brand without losing sight of its heritage. 

The portfolio comprises historic landmark properties, award-winning urban lifestyle hotels, oustanding resorts, and prestigious residences.  Each one embues the quality guests have come to expect from Kempinski while embracing the cultural traditions of its location. 

Kempinski is a founding member of the Global Hotel Alliance (GHA), the world's largest alliance of independent hotels.

Visit : www.kempinski.com. Contact : Hilary Philpott at hilary.philpott@kempinski.com.

	News


Supernatural

Supernatural is a new ‘coffee table’ book by Sarah Bartlett.
Sarah believes that, for thousands of years, our Earth has been ‘haunted’ by ghosts, menaced by vampires, disturbed by malevolent spirits, and graced by mystical powers. 

From the barren deserts of southern Peru to the lush valleys of central Europe, the supernatural forms part of the ancient myths and legends of every culture. 

The much feared and popularized vampire is found not only in Romania, but also in other countries such as Scotland, Ghana, and the Philippines. 

Ghosts not only ‘haunt’ ruined medieval European castles, but also lurk in American cemeteries, roam the Hex River Valley of South Africa, or inhabit deserted towns, battle sites, and islands.

Legendary heroes are as numerous in Burma as they are in Greece, and mystical places can be as

empowering as Ayers Rock in Australia or as baffling as Aramu Muru in southern Peru.

Supernatural is a comprehensive guide to exploring the Earth’s supernatural heritage and where to seek out a mystical, otherworldly, or spine-chilling experience. 

Supernatural is published by Apple Press.

Visit : www.applepress.co.uk. For review copies contact: Imogen Towner at  Imogen.towner@aurumpublishinggroup.com. 

Porthcawl  marina, South Wales

A new £3.2 million marina has been opened at Porthcawl in South Wales, doubling the number of berths on the waterfront. 

The regeneration of the waterfront is a key element in the future development of Porthcawl as a premier seaside resort and is the subject of a long-term initiative known as the 7 Bays Project. 

Visit : www.porthcawltowncentre.com. Contact : Felicity Thompson at Felicity.Thompson@fourbgb.com. 

CATS back in London

Andrew Lloyd Webber’s record-breaking musical Cats returns to the West End for a strictly limited 12 week run at the London Palladium beginning 6 December 2014. 

Visit : www.london.catsthemusical.com. Contact : Jonathan Mountford at jonathan@made2010.com. 
I will survive : VisitScotland' guide to the summer’s Edinburgh Festivals

VisitScotland has produced its first 'survival' guide to the annual Edinburgh Festivals

 

The Edinburgh Festivals Survival Guide, produced by VisitScotland and supported by Edinburgh’s Festivals, is the national tourism organisation’s first handbook detailing a selection of highlights from this summer’s events, plus insider hints and tips to make the most of the world’s festival city.

 

The 60-page guide is available to download for free online from visitscotland.com and reveals what to expect in Edinburgh throughout the season.

 

Information on where to eat, what to bring, correct pronunciations and how to travel to the city are also included in the guide, as well as the history of the festivals, recommended LGBT bars and pubs, where to go if travelling further afield and the 10 most visited attractions.

 

Visit : www.visitscotland.com/edinburghfestivalsguide. Contact : Jack Gorman at jack.gorman@visitscotland.com. 

Mandara Spa

Mandara Spa has created two travel sets to provide ‘a touch of luxury wherever you go’ (writes Alliance member Ann Mealor.

These are the :

· Amber Heaven Spa Getaway Travel Bag – The Sensual Collection, and 
· Honeymilk Dream Spa Getaway Travel Bag – The Comforting Selection.  
The Amber Heaven set’s key ingredients are inspired by the natural scents of Bali and include jasmine flower milk; gold of pleasure oil; patchouli; hibiscus flower milk; shea butter; sandalwood and cocoa butter.  
The Honeymilk Dream collection is inspired by the scents of Hawaii and include acacia honey; cocoa butter; kukui nut oil; mango butter; shea butter; sweet almond oil and wheat germ oil.  
Both sets contain a rich body cream or butter; shower cream and hand cream. 
The Amber Heaven travel bag also has a bath essence and the Honeymilk Dream has cleansing travel wipes. All the products smell and feel wonderful.  I particularly liked the Amber Heaven body cream which is very light but nourishing and absorbs will into the skin.  
Both sets come in spacious and attractive travel bags and are priced at £15 each.  
Visit : www.mandaraspa.com. For more information and review requests contact Sarah at Sarah@montypr.com.  

The New Zealand campsite pass

The New Zealand Department of Conservation (DOC) has launched a new weekly campsite pass, which gives the flexibility to pay once and stay up to seven nights at 100 different DOC campsites around New Zealand.

These include the Kapowairua Spirits Bay campsite in Kaitaia and the Kumeti campsite in Hawke’s Bay. Other sites include Uretiti in the Whangarei area in the North Island, offering campers the chance to camp behind sand dunes at Uretiti Beach and explore the nearby Waipu caves. 

In the South Island, Butchers Flat was once a gold mining site and is close to Mount Richmond Forest Park.

Visit : www.doc.govt.nz. Contact : Paul Charles at newzealand@verypcc.com. 

 

Pub crawl controls in Calvià, Mallorca

The Municipality of Calvià has imposed tighter controls over the operation of pub crawl organisers.

Calvia is a municipality located on the southwest corner of Mallorca. The region is home to six well-established resorts (Magaluf, Palmanova, Portal Nous, Illetes, Santa Ponca and Peguera).  

Companies operating pub crawls in Calvià now have to apply for a licence through the town hall, have civil insurances in place and whose pub crawl guides will have to wear a specific jackets.

Pub crawl groups can now not exceed more than 50 people.

Visit Calvià, has been working to change the perception of the region highlighting new beach clubs and upmarket bars and hotels, family-friendly attractions, gastronomy, hiking trails and natural beauty.

Visit : www.visitCalvià.com. Contact : Jo Thomas at jo.thomas@kbctravelgroup.com. 

The London Theatre Report 

The London Theatre Report,  authored by Alistair Smith, has been published by by the National Theatre and the Society of London Theatre (SOLT).

It is the first comprehensive analysis of its type and highlights the significance and variety of London theatre.

Headline findings are :

· London has 241 professional theatres with a seating capacity of more than 110,000

· In 2012/13, more than 22 million people attended London theatre performances

· In 2012/13, London theatre took £618.5m at the box office, more than was taken by London cinemas

· Theatres range in size from the 30-seat Lord Stanley Pub to the 3,600-seat Hammersmith Apollo

· At any one time, London’s theatres engage more than 3,000 performers. 

· In 2012/13, the average theatre ticket price paid in London was £27.76. This was down on 2011/12.

 

The findings point to London being the most significant theatre capital in the world.

Visit : www.soltuk.co.uk. Contact : Anthony McNeill at  Anthony@soltukt.co.uk. 
	Leads


The Treasure Houses of England

The Treasure Houses of England are ten of some of the most magnificent palaces, houses and castles in England today : 

	· Beaulieu

· Blenheim Palace

· Burghley House

· Castle Howard

· Chatsworth


	· Harewood House

· Hatfield House

· Holkham Hall

· Leeds Castle, and

· Woburn Abbey


Each has its own unique charm and all combine together to give a fascinating insight into life in England over the centuries.

Most are still homes to the great families who have owned them for generations. 

Others keep their heritage alive by re-creating scenes and events that have dominated and shaped England from the 9th century to the present day.

Hudson's Heritage Explorer Pass offers entrance to the very best of the UK’s stately homes, castles and gardens, including the magnificent Treasure Houses of England.

Visit : www.treasurehouses.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.

Guided walking in Barcelona

Ramblers Worldwide Holidays is offering a six day guided walking holiday in Barcelona. 

Situated between the mountains and sea, the capital of Catalonia  is one of the most cultural and fascinating cities in Europe with its blend of Gothic and Art Nouveau architecture.  

The works of Antonio Gaudi dominate city life including the famous cathedral of Sagrada Familia with its distinctive 350 foot towers.

Other highlights include :

· the ancient, twisting streets of the Barri Gòtic with its medieval ambience, and

· the city's major promenade, Las Ramblas with its  shops, cafes and restaurants.

Ramblers Worldwide Holidays have been established since 1946 and operates in 140 destinations in 60 countries.

Visit : www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/Barcelona. Contact : Graham Ross at grahamross1@btconnect.com. 

Food Adventure in the Welsh countryside

 

New Welsh food business Food Adventure is offering an insight into Welsh food and drink production, with visitors taking part in behind the scenes food tours and visit to vineyards, farms, restaurants and hotels across South Wales. 

Visit : www.foodadventure.co.uk. Contact : Felicity Thompson at Felicity.Thompson@fourbgb.com. 

Gara Rock, Devon UK

Gara Rock, a cliff top development of cottages and apartments on the rugged South Devon coast, has developed a Treasure Discovery Trail for children to learn about and engage with their stunning surroundings. 

Gara Rock, which is located near East Portlemouth, is steeped in a history of shipwrecks and the trail provides an insight into the history of the area taking treasure trailers to the old lookout tower, along the South West Coast Path and down to Seacombe Sands.

· archaeological work just off Gara Rock has discovered :

· traces of the prehistoric tin trade in the Bronze Age

· sixteenth-century shipbuilding

· seventeenth-century trade with North Africa with huge treasure troves of gold coins, jewellery and ingots discovered on a wreck situated directly in front of the development, and 

· life at sea in the Royal Navy in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
Visit : www.gararock.com. Contact : Lucy Johnson at lucyjohnsonpr@gmail.com.

The Fort Adams Tandem Zip Line, Newport, Rhode Island

The new Fort Adams Tandem Zip Line soars 430 feet through this historic US coastal fort! 

 

A National Register of Historic Places site, Fort Adams was constructed between 1824 and 1857, and was the USA’s largest, most sophisticated and complex fortress of its day.  

Exploring its many underground tunnels is another draw for adventurous visitors.

Visit : www.fortadams.org. Contact : Ruth Mackenzie at Ruth.Mackenzie@kbctravelgroup.com. 

Independent UK walking tours

Ramblers Worldwide Holidays provides independent UK walking adventures via its Load Off Your Back programme.

Their portfolio also includes specialist holidays linked to walking such as cooking, cruising, birdwatching, rail journeys, photography, singing and flora.

The Walking Partnership is a company initiative which champions walking at the 'grass roots' level by providing funding and support to walking groups and clubs throughout the UK.

Visit : www.loadoffyourback.co.uk and www.thewalkingpartnership.org.uk. Contact : Graham Ross at grahamross1@btconnect.com. 

The Connecticut Antiques Trail

The State of Connecticut has launched a dedicated website to showcase the Connecticut Antiques Trail, which comprises more than 60 antique centres, shops and auction houses across the state.  

The Trail links the state’s antiquing community, making it convenient for residents and visitors to discover, explore and enjoy the art behind this popular pastime.

 

The site feature news of antiquing events, as well as interactive maps, details of nearby attractions and accommodation, including historic B&Bs.

Visit : www.ctvisit.com/antiquestrail. Contact : Ruth Mackenzie at Ruth.Mackenzie@kbctravelgroup.com. 

Samoa Smart Guide App

The Samoa Smart Guide App offers visitors to Samoa an easy and user-friendly way to plan their trip and discover the sites whilst they explore the so-called 'Treasured Islands' of the South Pacific. 

The app provides a local insider's guide to Samoa with details on where to stay and dine, information on the best sights of Samoa, entertainment, wellness, organic gardens and plantations, the best roadside barbecues and local cuisine, handicrafts and local artists, as well as government and visitor services in Samoa.

For more information on activities in Samoa, visit www.samoa.travel. Contact : Cindy Landlust at cindy@representationplus.co.uk. 

New Zealand craft beers
New Zealand’s burgeoning craft beer scene is giving visitors the chance to refine their beer tasting skills with a growing range of craft brewery tours. 

With more craft breweries per head of the population than anywhere else in the country, Nelson is establishing itself as a craft beer centre.

Gentle Cycling offers guided cycling tours, giving beer lovers the chance to combine eating local produce with a bike tour of craft breweries such as Bays Brewery and Lighthouse Brewery.

Visit : www.nzcycletrail.com and www.gentlecycling.co.nz. Contact : Paul Charles at newzealand@verypcc.com. 

Extreme Mount Washington, New Hampshire

Mount Washington Observatory’s mountaintop museum has been rebranded ‘Extreme Mount Washington’ and offers an experience of a Mount Washington winter.

It is the combination of extreme cold, wet, high winds, icy conditions and low visibility consistently found atop Mount Washington which earn it the title "Home of the World's Worst Weather". 

Despite its relatively low elevation, Mount Washington is located at the confluence of three major storm tracks, and as the highest point in New England it generally takes the brunt of passing storms. 

Visit : www.mountwashington.org. Contact : Ruth Mackenzie at Ruth.Mackenzie@kbctravelgroup.com. 

G Adventures : Haiti

Small group adventure tour operator G Adventures will offer five departures to Haiti,  starting in February 2015, five years after a devastating earthquake shook the world’s largest creole country.

The itinerary for each trip includes :

· Cap-Haïtien and its Citadelle Laferrière, a UNESCO-designated mountaintop fortress

· learning about rum at a local distillery and making the local kasav flat bread

· meeting a voodoo priest and shopping for voodoo artefacts at the Iron Market.  

Travellers will also visit a local grassroots project, the Art Creation Foundation for Children, which helps at-risk youth learn artistic skills, and see local artist communities make mosaics. 

G Adventures is an adventure travel pioneer offering a selection of small group tours, safaris and expeditions to more than 100 countries on all continents.

Visit : www.gadventures.co.uk. Contact : Casey Mead at caseym@gadventures.com. 

Bounce Below, Wales

The world’s largest underground trampoline has opened in an enormous cavern, twice the size of St Paul’s Cathedral, at an historic disused Welsh slate mine. 

Bounce Below, designed by the owners of outdoor pursuits centre Zip World, is the world’s first subterranean attraction of its kind. 

The three giant trampolines, with three metre net walls, are each linked by an 18 metre long slide and are reached by an old mining train. 

Visit : www.bouncebelow.net. Contact : Felicity Thompson at Felicity.Thompson@fourbgb.com. 

Cox & Kings, India

Cox & Kings’ 2015 brochure, India & Beyond features an extensive range of escorted group tours and tailor-made private holidays throughout India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan and the Maldives. 

With a new government in place, India’s first majority government for 30 years, tourism is firmly on the agenda. 

The rupee is also at its most favourable rate for years.

The new brochure contains suggestions for venturing away from the trodden tourist path, as well as a new group tour to Sri Lanka, ideas for river cruising in India and additional suggestions for Nepal.

 

Visit : www.coxandkings.co.uk/indian-subcontinent. Contact : Katie Parsons at katie.parsons@coxandkings.co.uk. 

The Portugal wine harvest

 

Portugal experiences the earliest wine harvest in Europe.

This September the VIla Vita Parc’s country and wine estate Herdade dos Grous in the Alentejo region is inviting guests to learn the wine-making process during the harvest, as well indulging in tasting some of the celebrated wines at the farm. 

 

Herdade dos Grous is situated in the Lower Alentejo plain, near Beja, among olive groves, cork oak forest and 70 hectares of vineyard. 

Visit : www.vilavitaparc.com. Contact : Katie O'Lone at katie@masonrose.com. 

Cycle shuttle for South Snowdonia, Wales

The GreenWay Shuttle bus service links riders and their bikes to a number of cycling destinations in South Snowdonia will operate over the summer months.

 

Calling at Dyffryn Ardudwy, Barmouth, Dolgellau, Coed y Brenin and Llyn Trawsfynydd, the bus will connect riders to either end of the Mawddach Trail, the mountain bike centre at Coed y Brenin and the new biking and canoeing facilities at Llyn Trawsfynydd.

 

The visitors centre at Trawsfynydd lake is also the start of the South Snowdonia Greenway, a 43 km route which makes use of quiet roads and cycle-tracks to journey the open moorland, forests and estuary shores back to Barmouth.

 

Visit : www.southsnowdoniagreenway.co.uk/shuttlebus. Contact : Jacky O’Hanlon at info@snowbikers.com. 

	What’s on 


Camden Windjammer Festival, Maine, USA

29 to 31 August

The Camden Windjammer Festival sees Maine’s fleet of windjammers  -  tall masted sailing ships which traditionally functioned as cargo vessels in the 19th and early 20th centuries  -  gathering in the small historic town of Camden in the state’s Mid-Coast region. 

The afternoon of Friday 29 August sees the arrival of the schooners as they manoeuvre into Camden Harbor to begin a weekend of nautical family fun.

 

Highlights of the festival include a schooner open house giving locals and visitors the chance to explore the windjammers and other participating vessels, a maritime heritage fair with displays of maritime history, traditions and skills, and a fireworks display over the harbour.

 

Windjammers sail from April to early October and visitors can book their own trips, from two-hour trips to five-day live-aboard cruises.  

Visit :  www.sailmainecoast.com. Contact : Ruth Mackenzie at Ruth.Mackenzie@kbctravelgroup.com. 

Music festivals in Aruba

Electric Festival Aruba

3 to 7 September 2014

The Electric Festival Aruba, which features electric dance music, returns after last year’s debut and has been extended to run over five days.

DJ and leading figure in electric music, Aruban resident and festival founder, Chuckie, will be one of the top figures to perform during the festival. 

Visit : www.electricfestival.com. Contact : 

The Caribbean Sea Jazz Festival

3 and 4 October 2014

 

The 8th Caribbean Sea Jazz Festival will be staged at the Renaissance Festival Plaza in island capital Oranjestad. Performances take place on three stages.

Visit : www.caribbeanseajazz.com.

Visit : www.Aruba.com. Contact: Joanna Walding at  j.walding@aruba.com.

Dublin Theatre Festival 2014

25 September to 12 October 2014

The 55th Dublin Theatre Festival will stage 27 world-class productions across 21 different venues in Dublin city and suburbs.  

Productions will range from spectacular, large-scale presentations,  intimate performances and theatrical firsts to appeal to both seasoned theatre-goers and first-time audiences alike.

 

The programme includes 13 world premieres from great Irish writers and companies, alongside an extensive programme of international work.

 

Visit : www.dublintheatrefestival.com. Contact : Sharon Kean at sharon@keanlanyon.com. 

Golf Tournaments in the Dominican Republic 

August to November 2014

The Dominican Republic is one of the Caribbean's  premier golf destinations.

III Willy Pumarol Golf Classic

30 August 2014

                                

This tournament is at The Links Golf Course in Casa de Campo, La Romana, one of the Caribbean’s prime golf destinations. 

Willy Pumarol, the first Dominican golfer to join the PGA Latin America Tour, will  host the event.

“Casa de Campo Open” Golf Tournament

10 to 14 September

This event will be held at the Teeth of the Dog, the Dye Fore and The Links golf courses, all found in Casa de Campo. 

The tournament was launched in 1981 and currently attracts top-ranked national and international players.

D.R. Amateur Open 2014

27 October to 2 November

                                                                                                

Organised by the Dominican Golf Federation, this tournament gives players the opportunity to play the resort’s Teeth of the Dog, Dye Fore and The Links.

Third Golf Tournament La Romana-Bayahibe

15 November 

                                                                  

This tournament at the Dye Fore golf course in Casa de Campo is organized by the La Romana-Bayahibe Hotel Association and the La Romana-Bayahibe Tourism Cluster.

Visit : www.godominicanrepublic.com. Contact : Esther Smith at pr.uk@godominicanrepublic.com at pr.uk@godominicanrepublic.com. 

The Brighton Food Festival, UK

4 to 14 September

Now in its 13th year, the festival is one of the largest and longest established dates in the UK food calendar and attracts around 160,000 visitors a year to Brighton.

The Autumn Harvest edition of the festival combines the Sussex & The World Market featuring the Live Food Show and Children's Food Festival, and the Big Sussex Market.

There are also a  host of speciality dinners, tours and tastings.

The festivals Bitter & Twisted features eight local brewers and cider makers (4 September) and there will also be the city's biggest ever independent wine festival on the seafront (6 September).

Visit : www.brightonfoodfestival.com. Contact : Nick Mosley at nick@sharpmediagroup.co.uk. 

Wild Boar Week , Rye, UK

25 October to 2 November 2014
Wild Boar Week pays homage to the town’s local delicacy. Hunted to near extinction in the 17th Century, surviving boars continued to breed in Kentish farms leading to dramatic increases in the last 20 years. 

Visit : www.wildboar.org.uk. Contact : Natalie Ashworth atvNatalie.Ashworth@visitengland.org. 

The Urbanna Oyster Festival, Virginia, USA

7 and 8 November 2013
Virginia is known as the Oyster Capital of the East Coast and the state is now the largest producer of fresh, farm-raised oysters in America.  

And 75,000 visitors are expected to go to the quiet tidewater town of Urbanna in Virginia, one of the oldest and smallest towns in America for its oyster festival.

The Urbanna Oyster Festival is Virginia’s official oyster festival and one of the largest and oldest festivals of its kind in the USA.

Located along the Rappahannock River, Urbanna is a rural community with a land mass of less than half a square mile and a quiet way of life in a sheltered deep-water creek on a tributary of the Chesapeake Bay.

Virginia has seven different oyster regions.

Visit : www.urbannaoysterfestival.com and www.virginia.org/oysters. Contact : Jo Thomas at jo.thomas@kbc-pr.com. 
Christmas at Kew Gardens, London

26 November 2014 to 3 January 2015

Christmas at Kew is a new one mile trail winding its way through the world famous botanic gardens in an after dark experience.

There are glowing waterside reflections, illuminated fountains and grand glasshouses as Kew’s iconic architecture and unique tree canopies are brought to life drenched in Christmas colour. 

Along the way are giant light sculptures, Tunnel of Lights, twinkling holly bushes and Christmas trees 

Visit : www.kew.org. Contact : Jonathan Mountford at jonathan@made2010.com.

The Marrakech International Film Festival

5 to 13 December 2014

The 14th Marrakech International Film Festival highlight Moroccan cinema while also celebrating international cinema and welcoming directors, actors and producers from around the world. 

Maroc Lodge 

The Maroc Lodge is a place to stay during the festival. It is located 30 miles from Marrakech next to a small Berber village and at the foot of the High Atlas Mountains.

Visit : www.en.festivalmarrakech.info and www.maroc-lodge.com. Contact : Claire McLoughlin at claire@justtravelpr.co.uk

The Yukon Quest, Canada

Starts 7 February 2015

The Yukon Quest challenges mushers and their dog teams to traverse the frozen wilderness between Whitehorse, Yukon and Fairbanks, Alaska each February. 

Spectators from around the world travel to the Yukon to witness the event live, while thousands follow the race progress online. 
The 1,000 mile Quest trail follows historical gold rush and mail delivery routes, but varied weather and trail conditions provide a fresh challenge for mushers and their dogs every year.

Visit : www.yukonquest.com. Contact : Lisa Chamberlain at travelyukon.uk@btinternet.com. 
The JORVIK Viking Festival, York UK

14 to 22 February 2015

The Annual JORVIK Viking Festival celebrates the time, 1,000 years ago, when York was under Viking rule and great celebrations took place every February called ‘Jolablot’ to herald the coming of spring and the survival of winter hardships. 

In the early 1980s the York Archaeological Trust revived Jolablot, creating the largest Viking Festival in Europe. Now in its 28th year, the Festival attracts more than 40,000 visitors to the city attracting Viking re-enactors from across Europe.

The festival has over 80 events including a Viking battle finale with fire drawings, a 60ft boat burning, a Strongman competition and the Annual best beard competition.

Visit : www.jorvik-viking-centre.co.uk/festivals and www.visityork.org. Contact : jorvik@yorkat.co.uk.

What's on in New Zealand

Rhythm and Vines, North Island, New Zealand

29 December 2014 to 1 January 2015

Over 30,000 people will enjoy over a hundred acts on five different stages during Rhythm and Vines held in the Waiohika Estate in North Island’s Gisborne. 

Visit : www.rhythmandvines.co.nz.

Thee Queenstown Bike Festival, New Zealand

13 to 22 March 2015

The Queenstown Bike Festival combines the best of mountain bikes, downhill and road bikes through a diverse series of events suitable for all ages and abilities. 

Some of the highlights are the Mountain Bike Night Ride for riders who want to try the unique experience of riding and navigating at night. 

The technically demanding course of the Vertigo Bikes Dirtmasters Downhill will push world-class downhill riders to their limits, while the Queenstown Bike Tours Coffee to Grape is an afternoon of wine, food and scenery from Arrowtown to Gibbston Valley.

Visit : www.queenstownbikefestival.com.

MarchFest, Nelson, New Zealand

21 March 2015

Held in the Founders Heritage Park in Nelson, MarchFest is a craft beer and music festival where guests can enjoy eclectic music while trying a range of local craft beers brewed especially for the occasion. 

With Nelson being the sunniest region in New Zealand it is a location with long beaches, rugged mountains and freshwater springs.

Visit : www.marchfest.com
Contact : Paul Charles at newzealand@verypcc.com. 

 

Sport : New Zealand

Cricket

New Zealand will co-host the next Cricket World Cup in February 2015 in seven cities including Wellington, Auckland, Dunedin and Christchurch : www.cricketworldcup.com.

The FIFA U-20 World Cup

The FIFA U-20 World Cup will also take place in New Zealand in May 2015 : www.fifa.com/u20worldcup. 
Visit : www.newzealand.com. Contact : Louise Ferrall at newzealand@verypcc.com. 

	Reasons to write about


Fred Olsen Cruise Lines : ‘Poison, Murder & Mystery Cruise’ : Summer 2015

Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines is to introduce a sailing aboard its Boudicca created around a 'Poison, Murder & Mystery Cruise'.

Dparting from Rosyth (Edinburgh) on 10 July 2015, the cruise will link the Duchess of Northumberland’s 'Poison Gardens' at Alnwick Castle – which starred as ‘Hogwarts School of Witchcraft & Wizardry’ in the Harry Potter films.

 

Throughout the cruise, the subject of poison and mystery will be in evidence with plays, talks and special tours – and a murder mystery starting as soon as guests get on board, which will run through to a ‘Grand Finale’ at Alnwick Castle.

 

The Boudicca will cruise to Leixoes (for Oporto, Portugal), Funchal (Madeira), Santa Cruz (Tenerife), Las Palmas (Gran Canaria), Lisbon (Portugal) and Newcastle (UK) – known as the ‘Agatha Christie Route’.

Mr. Fred. Olsen Senior, 85, is a Norwegian shipping and energy pioneer who, since the age of 26, has been Chairman of the holding companies of the Fred. Olsen group of companies, which includes Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines and ship builders Harland & Wolff.

 

The Alnwick Garden

The Duchess of Northumberland is the visionary behind The Alnwick Garden, the largest visitor attraction in the North East receiving over 800,000 visitors each year.

The Duchess  is particularly interested in natural poisons and aphrodisiacs and has built one of the only ‘Poison Gardens’ in the world, in which every plant is a killer. 

Visit : www.fredolsencruises.com and www.alnwickgarden.com. Contact : Rachael Jackson at rachael.jackson@fredolsen.co.uk. 

100 Historic Icons of Orlando Exhibition : 1960-1985

   

The Orange County Regional History Center and Orlando Remembered are to document the period spanning 1960 - 1985 for a new exhibition to launch on 29 November 2014.

The Orange County Regional History Center, housed in a restored historic five-story 1927 courthouse in downtown Orlando, showcases the collection of the Historical Society of Central Florida.

The museum features four floors of permanent exhibits and presents nationally limited-run exhibitions. 

Visit : www.historiciconsoforlando.com and www.thehistorycenter.org. Contact : Claudine Tomlinson-Burney at Claudine.Tomlinson-Burney@ocfl.net. 

Northumberland's Dark Sky Park, UK

Northumberland offers some of the best stargazing experiences and clearest night skies in England and is home to Europe's largest International Dark Sky Park.

Northumberland National Park along with Kielder Water & Forest Park and Kielder Observatory Astronomical Society hold the prestigious award of Gold Tier 'Dark Sky Status' from the International Dark Skies Association.

The autumn and winter months in Northumberland offer the best opportunity for stargazing. 

Many accommodation providers in the Dark Sky Park offer star gazing packs, including binoculars, a flask and a star chart.

Inn addition, the Kielder Observatory offers a variety of stargazing events, with experts on hand to guide the exploration of the universe.

Visit : www.northumberlandtourism.co.uk. Contact : Natalie Wood at Natalie.wood@northumberlandtourism.co.uk. 

Cycling in Poitou-Charentes, France

The French region of Poitou-Charentes, and in particular the islands of Ré and Oléron, are well suited to relaxed cycling holidays.

Poitou-Charentes is located on the Atlantic Coast between Nantes and Bordeaux.

The coastline stretches fo 460 km with 110 km of beaches and four islands: Oléron, Ré, Aix and Madame

Ile d' Oléron

Ile d' Oléron is the second largest island in France after Corsica and has over 100 km of cycling trails, which lead cyclist along some of the most beautiful coastlines in France, across marshes, and through forests. 

There's the chance to visit the Oyster farms, discover the old lighthouse on the most northerly part of the island or catch a boat ride to the famous Fort Boyard.

Ile de Ré

On the smaller neighbouring island, Ile de Ré, cycling is a way of life. 

With the highest point being just 19 metres above sea level and dedicated cycling itineraries criss-crossing the island, cycling is the most popular way to discover the vineyards, coastal defences, such as the “St Martin-de-Ré” citadel, or enjoy the sandy “Gollandières” beach near the picturesque “Bois Plage”. 

Ile de Ré is also known as the “white island” because of the salt marches on the north-west coast and villages with their white-washed houses.  

Two of the villages on the island are members of “the most beautiful villages in France” and are well-worth a visit.

Visit : www.visit-Poitou-Charentes.com. Contact :Anne Pederson at Pressoffice.uk@atout-france.fr. 

The World Land Trust

The World Land Trust (WLT), the international conservation charity, is celebrating 25 years of successfully protecting the world's most biologically important and threatened habitats. 

An essential part of the Trust's philosophy is to work through local conservation groups, and to help build their capacity so that they are better able to protect the wildlife in their countries and the habitats on which they depend.

The WLT has announced the successful protection of over 88,700 acres of land, in the 12 months to June 2014, to safeguard wildlife corridors and extend existing reserves. 

The Trust also raised one million pounds raised in less than a year to save the rainforest home of Orang-utans. 

The funds are being used to purchase strategically important parcels of forest in order to create the Keruak Corridor in the Bornean rainforest, ensuring that wildlife does not become isolated in forest fragments. 

In addition to the work carried out in Borneo, World Land Trust has also saved acres in several Latin American countries during the last 12 months, including Bolivia and Mexico. 

In Bolivia's Beni Savanna, WLT funding has helped double the size of Barba Azul Nature Reserve, home to the critically endangered Blue-throated Macaw. 

In central Mexico, funds were used to extend a network of nature reserves in Sierra Gorda, an extraordinarily biodiverse area home to all six species of wild cat found in Mexico, including Jaguar, Puma and Ocelot. 

Visit : www.worldlandtrust.org. Contact : Jessica Meins at worldlandtrust@mccluskey.co.uk. 

Whale shark encounters In Mexico

The whale shark, which is not a whale and only technically a shark, is the largest fish on Earth.  

This gentle creature can grow up to 60-feet in length all on a diet of algae, plankton, and krill.

Whale sharks live in all tropical and warm temperate seas but roam the oceans generally alone. However, large numbers will gather in areas with abundant plankton making them prime tourist attractions.

There are only a handful of places where they make predictable appearances during certain times of the year and one of the best is the nutrient-rich waters of the Midriff Island region in the Sea of Cortez.

From August into October, whale sharks averaging 25–40 feet long migrate to this area and can be observed and swum among.

To experience the whale sharks, Baja AirVentures flies its guests from San Diego to the remote Mexican fishing village of Bahia de los Angeles, population 500. 

From there, boats shuttle guests to Las Animas Lodge situated on a private cove rimmed by a mile-long crescent beach.

Guests spend up to five hours daily observing and swimming with whale sharks.  

While the focus is on snorkelling with these creatures that naturally feed close to the surface, there are also afternoon outings to isolated islands and coves frequented by up to 10 species of whales (including fin and blue whales), as well as dolphins, sea lions, sea turtles and manta rays. 

Other whale shark encounters

Whale sharks can also be encountered during specific times of the year in the waters of :

· Mexico's Yucatan (Isla Holbox)

· Honduras (Utila)

· Western Australia (Ningaloo Reef)

· Belize (Gladden Spit)

· Philippines (Donsol Bay)

· Mozambique (Tofo Beach)

· Seychelles (South Mahé)

· Thailand (Koh Tao)

· Maldives (South Ari Atoll), and 

· Galapagos, Ecuador (Puerto Ayora).

Visit : www.bajaairventures.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins:  at dave@travelnewssource.com. 

	A place to stay 


Lumley Castle, Chester-le-Street, County Durham

Lumley Castle is a four star hotel set within a 14th century castle that dominates the County Durham landscape.

For more than 600 years, Lumley Castle has stood with parklands overlooking the River Wear at Chester-le-Street.

It is located between the historic city of Durham and Newcastle, the hotel is well situated to explore the North East of England. The bedrooms are located in the Castle, Courtyard and Castle Mews with many of the rooms having four poster beds.

Visit : www.lumleycastle.com. Contact : Emma Walker at emma@sortedpr.com. 

South Beach Camps Bay, Cape Town, South Africa

The Blue Views Collection will open South Beach Camps Bay,  50m from the  beachfront, in September 2014.

Previously known as The Bloomberg, South Beach, the 9 one-bedroom, serviced apartments are undergoing a total renovation.

The Blue Views Collection consists of 19 individual self-catering villas and apartments, achieving a 5-star rating by the South Africa Tourism board.

Visit : www.blueviews.com. Contact : Casey at casey@nickyarthurpr.com. 

21 Broad, Nantucket, Maine

Lark Hotels has opened 21 Broad, a 27-room hotel located within a 1876 building a close walk from Nantucket's Steamship Authority and island restaurants.

Lark Hotels now has seven hotels in six seaside locations :

· Kennebunkport and Portland, ME

· Nantucket, MA

· Portsmouth, NH, and  

· Newport and Narragansett, RI.

Visit : www.larkhotels.com. Contact : Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widnesscopr.com.

ibis hotels North West England, UK

ibis budget hotels is to open ibis budget Warrington Lymm and ibis budget Knutsford in summer 2014.

· Ibis budget Knutsford is located just off the M6 in Knutsford, known as the gateway to Cheshire, and host’s 32 cocoon rooms. 

· Ibis budget Warrington at Lymm Services, is based in the heart of Cheshire just off the M6/M56 and has 61 cocoon rooms.  

Each ibis budget hotel offers 24/7 check-in, a flat-screen TV in each room and free Wi-Fi.

Both hotels are well located for leisure travellers with easy access to Manchester City Centre and Manchester Airport, the Roman city of Chester and the county of Lancashire.

 

ibis has 957 hotels in 55 countries.

Visit : www.ibis.com. Contact : Sarah Wilson at sarah.wilson@mason-williams.com. 

Bellevue Plantation House, Bridgetown, Barbados

Bellevue Plantation House is located in Waterford in the St. Michael Parish just outside Bridgetown in the South East of Barbados.

Set within three acres of private grounds, Bellevue was built between 1735 and 1750 and is one of the first plantation residences on the island.  

The original house was constructed in ‘Caribbean Georgian’ style, an expression coined to describe the many tropical adaptations to classic Georgian architecture that is unique to the West Indies.  

The House was purchased in 2008 by current owners,  Paul Andrews and Simon Briggs, who have refurbished it.

Bellevue Plantation House is close to the beach and local Holetown with its shopping and dining options and lively nightlife.

Visit : www.bellevuebarbados.co.uk. Contact : Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk.

Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp, Namibia

Wilderness Safaris has opened its Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp in Namibia’s remote Kaokoveld. 

Located in the private Palmwag Concession straddling the Palmwag area and Skeleton Coast National Park, the camp has a low-impact design that operates on 100% solar power.

 

Activities make the most of the diverse landscapes, with guests exploring the area on foot, by vehicle and by air with expert guides. 

Attractions include desert oases found in the Hoanib floodplains, as well as game-viewing opportunities. 

The area is home to desert-adapted elephant, as well as gemsbok, giraffe, springbok and occasionally lion and rhino. 

Hoanib can be combined with Wilderness Safaris’ other offerings within Namibia, from Damaraland and Desert Rhino Camps to Serra Cafema in the far north.

 

Visit : www.wilderness-safaris.com. Contact : Charlotte Rous Charlotte@grifcopr.com.

The Inn at Willow Grove, Orange, Virginia

The Inn at Willow Grove is an historic 40-acre estate in Virginia’s wine country.

Nearby activities include wine tastings at top local vineyards, horseback riding, hot air ballooning, hiking, fishing, steeplechase races and tours of historic sites.

 

Visit : www.innatwillowgrove.com. Contact: Rebecca Widness at Rebecca@widnesscopr.com.  

Villa Roca Mar, Bendinat, Mallorca

Luxury chalet operator Haute Montagne, has added the Villa Roca Mar, in Bendinat,Mallorca to its portfolio.

The villa is located on a cliff edge overlooking the waters of Palma Bay a ten minute drive from the capital city of Palma.

Visit : www.hautemontagne.com. Contact : Charlotte Rous at Charlotte@grifcopr.com. 

Tortuga Bay Hotel, Dominican Republic 

The Tortuga Bay Hotel has received a Five-Diamond Rating from the American Automobile Association.

The AAA Diamond category is the most credible rating system in the U.S., Canada, Mexico and the Caribbean. 

Its evaluation measures the quality of food, general services, decor and ambience offered by tourism-related facilities.

Visit : www.puntacana.com/tortuga-bay-hotel. Contact : Esther Smith at pr.uk@godominicanrepublic.com. 

Wilderness Safaris to open Linkwasha Camp in Zimbabwe’s Hwange National Park

 

Wilderness Safaris will open its new Linkwasha Camp in May 2015.

Located in a game-rich private concession in Zimbabwe’s Hwange National Park, the camp will offer luxurious accommodation.

With over 18 years of experience in Hwange, Wilderness Safaris has two private concessions in the most productive wildlife areas of the Park. 

Situated on the same site as the old Linkwasha, the new camp will be located far away from public access areas but close to Ngamo, which offers summer and winter game viewing.

The camp will offer regular sightings of large herds of elephant and buffalo, prides of lion, and an abundance of plains game and birdlife. 

Other activities will include visits to the Ngamo community.

Linkwasha combines with Wilderness Safaris’ other offerings in Zimbabwe including Ruckomechi Camp in Mana Pools and Toka Leya and The River Club on the Zambian side of the Victoria Falls. 

Wilderness Safaris operates camps and safaris in some of Africa’s best wildlife and wilderness reserves across nine different countries: Botswana, Congo, Kenya, Malawi, Namibia, Seychelles, South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Visit : www.wilderness-safaris.com. Contact : Charlotte Rous at charlotte@grifcopr.com. 
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	An Alliance focus on the Faroe Islands
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The Faroe Islands comprise 18 tiny windswept 'dots', 300km north of Scotland in the North Atlantic.
	The creative influence of the Faroe Islands 

With a population of 48,000 the Faroes have nurtured a spectrum of uniquely -skilled locals.

Eivør

Eivør – a vocalist, instrumentalist and songwriter, whose So Close To Being Free was remixed and used in one of the trailers for Season Four of Game of Thrones. 

The beauty of the Faroe Islands – the volcanic rock, green valleys, fjords, waterfalls and streams have been Eivør's inspiration.

Guðrun & Guðrun

Guðrun & Guðrun design high-end knitwear using untreated wool from Faroese sheep. 

The two Guðruns designed Sara Lund's jumper, much admired in TV series The Killing, and have recently begun to sell some of their range through Wolf & Badgers' boutique in London. 

Jón Tyril

Jón Tyril is creator of the growing G! music festival (now in its twelfth year). 

Jón's new project is the 'anti-festival', Hoyma, a series of intimate concerts performed in locals' living rooms without any sound or lighting equipment, and is reminiscent of the ancient Faroese tradition of friends and families gathering in each other's houses for story-telling and singing. 

Grass roof cutting

Traditional grass roofs from the Viking ages are common in the Faroes. 
	Houses, government buildings, public venues and hotels embrace the grass roof, for its insulating and aesthetic qualities.  

Sheep, well accustomed to the precipitous slopes across the islands, are sometimes helped on to a roof to trim the turf.

The municipality employs its own grass cutter to keep government building roofs well-manicured.

Supper with the locals 

There's the chance to eat at the home of farmers Anna and Óli Rubeksen in the village of Velbastaður, about ten minutes from Tórshavn, with seating for 30.

The couple offer a wholesome menu, full of local produce, in a floor-to-ceiling windowed dining area, with panoramic views of a scenic fjord and the green islets of Koltur and Hestur. 

Gutti the chef

Faroese Chef Gutti is back has his own TV programme, celebrating the islands' gastronomic delights. 

He introduces viewers to different islands that specialise in certain produce, and is happy to meet visitors.

world, thanks to government subsidies. 

When it comes to helicopter rides, locals take priority over tourists, who can usually only book a one-way ride, returning by boat (if the weather changes for the worse, then you may have to wait).


Getting around the Faroes
Due to the islands' location, in the restless Atlantic, and often fickle weather conditions, inter-island travel by boat in the Faroes can be tricky one minute and impossible the next.  Helicopter rides are the equivalent of a local bus service.

Visit : www.visitfaroeislands.com. Contact : Sue Ockwell at s.ockwell@travelpr.co.uk.‎ 
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com
Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or 

Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
	Hudson’s Historic Houses and Gardens 

www.hudsonsheritage.com. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com. Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com.
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com
	The Official (UK) Tourist Board Guides 
www.visitor-guides.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  press@roughguides.com  

The Signpost 

www.signpost.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com. Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.com. Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 




	The International Travel Writers Alliance
	
	AllWays traveller


Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel writers, broadcasters and photographers

· Editor : 
commissioning editors

· Partner : 
travel and tourism industry organisations, or 

· Agency : 
agency representatives with travel or tourism clients
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive

The International Travel Writers Alliance

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com 

AllWays traveller is the consumer travel features ‘arm’ of the Alliance providing independent travellers with views of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ann Mealor FCIPR

Commissioning Editor

AllWays traveller 

07971 596 925

Ann@itwalliance.com 
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	The Alliance 

Bulletin 


Providing key information in a
no-frills format for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.
August 2014

Ashley Gibbins 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
www.itwalliance.com
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	The Alliance Bulletin  
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with formal recognition of their status and standing in the profession and a range of opportunities from Alliance travel partners.

Contact Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com.




	Job shop


Here are some of the professional opportunities available on The International Travel Writers Alliance Job Shop. 

The Job Shop has been created to enable the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.

The Alliance’s travel journalists can also :

· set up Job Alerts so as to be notified if a job is posted that matches the journalists skills or interests 

· create an anonymous job seeker profile or upload a CV for potential employers to search through, and 
· access job searching tools and tips 
Over 40 jobs based in the USA and UK are currently on the JobShop website including : 

· News Journalist

HPCI Media - London 

· Deputy Editor

London, South East England 

· UK Editor

Mashable

· Associate Editor, Trial Magazine

Washington, Dist.Columbia, USA

Visit : www.jobtarget.com/home/home.cfm?site_id=14773
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Visit Kent

Visit Kent is the official Destination Management Organisation responsible for promoting the county of Kent, UK.

Kent, the oldest county in England, is known as the Garden of England because of its wealth of farming and crops, including fruit and hops

Canterbury, its county town, is among the oldest cities with a continuous history. 

Kent also has two beautiful Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty in the Kent Downs and the High

Weald and the largest area of semi natural woodland of any county.

The White Cliffs are a designated Site of Special Scientific Interest and home to many species of birds, wildlife and flora, including a unique type of sea cabbage.

Visit : www.visitkent.co.uk. Contact : Kerstin Andrews at kerstin.andrews@visitkent.co.uk.

Greece Grecotel

Greece
Grecotel is the largest luxury hotel & resort group in Greece with properties in Athens, Crete, Mykonos, Kos, Corfu, Halkidiki, Rhodes Alexandroupolis, Larissa, Peloponnese and the Athens Riviera.


Visit : www.grecotel.comContact : Judy Smith at 
judy.smith@grecotel.com. 

The Cambrian, Switzerland 

The Cambrian is a Lifestyle Hotel - Member of Design Hotels - in the middle of the charming ski & hiking Swiss village Adelboden. 
The village is proud of it's beauty and it's high class skiing facilities and welcomes guests from all over the world.
Visit : www.thecambrianadelboden.com. Contact : Anke
Lock at anke.lock@thecambrianadelboden.com. 

I Like Local (Hong Kong)

I Like Local is a sustainable, social travel platform that enables travellers to book a unique, local activity from a local in a developing country. 

From helping on an organic farm in Nepal, fishing with a local fisherman in Sri Lanka to volunteering in Indonesia. Main goal is to create a win-win situation; extra income for local communities and a unique, off the beaten track experience for travellers.


Visit : www.i-likelocal.com. Contact : Sanne Meijboom at sanne@i-likelocal.com.

Visit North Norfolk 

Visit North Norfolk Coast and Countryside promotes the area of North Norfolk stretching from Heacham in the west to Horsey in the east and inland down to Fakenham.

 

It is an area offering walking, cycling, birdwatching and windsurfing and relaxed beach living.

North Norfolk also has its its Royal coastline, the Broads, boutique shops and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Visit North Norfolk will be delighted to consider supporting Alliance press card holders able to feature the area.

 
Visit: www.visitnorthnorfolk.com. Contact: Katie Murphy at katie.murphy@junglepr.com.  
Casolodge Travel and Safaris (Kenya)

Casolodge Travel and Safaris is a Tour and  travel Management company based in Nairobi, Kenya.

The company specialises in air ticketing both domestic and international, bush safaris, beach safaris, cultural safaris, sports safaris, excursions, hotel bookings, car hire, tour packages, charter flights services and educational packages.

Visit : www.casolodgetravels.co.keContact : Caroline Busolo at info@casolodgetravels.co.ke.

Brand USA

Brand USA is the public-private partnership responsible for promoting the United States as a premier travel destination and communicating U.S. entry/exit policies and procedures. 
The organisation's mission is to increase international visitation to the United States while working in partnership with the travel industry to maximise the economic and social benefits of travel. 
Visit : www.DiscoverAmerica.com. Contact : Jennifer Byles at jbyles@thebrandusa.co.uk.

Green Globe

Green Globe is the worldwide sustainability system for sustainable operation and management of travel and tourism businesses. 

Green Globe, which is represented in over 83 countries, is an Affiliate Member of the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) and the Global Sustainable Tourism Council (GSTC). 

Visit : www.greenglobe.com. Contact : Brad Cox at bcox@greenglobe.com
The San Francisco Travel Association

The San Francisco Travel Association is an independent, not-for-profit destination marketing organization with more than 1,600 business members. 

Its mission is to enhance the local economy by marketing San Francisco and the Bay Area as the premier destination for conventions, meetings, events and leisure travel. 

Visit : www.sanfrancisco.travel/about/about.html. Contact : Harold Hoogasian at harold@hoogasian.com. 

Agencies 

Representation Plus (UK)


Representation Plus, established in 1987, is a full service marketing company specialising in the travel, tourism and leisure industries.

With a core business of public relations and B2B sales/market representation, our clients include destinations, hotels, tourist attractions, tour operators, airlines and related products (travel insurance, websites, food & wine, health & beauty), we develop creative PR & marketing campaigns specifically tailored to meet our clients’ requirements.

Visit : www.representationplus.co.uk. Contact : Anna Wolstenholme at anna@representationplus.co.uk. 

Ophir PR UK)

Ophir PR is a London based boutique travel PR, communications and media relations agency for the travel industry. 
Ophir PR has a personal and pro-active approach offering clients creative, strategic tailor-made PR campaigns.

Visit : www.ophirpr.co.uk. Contact : Jonathan Williams at jonathan@ophirpr.co.uk.

	The Alliance Opinion Forum : Essential Travel Apps


The first issue ‘proper’ of Essential travel apps has been published with recommendations by Alliance journalists of those apps that, they believe, make travelling easier and more enjoyable.

The briefing can also be downloaded at : http://www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com/publ_opinion_forum.html.  

The Alliance Opinion Forum

This is also the first publication from the Alliance Opinion Forum (AOF), which gives journalists and travel industry partners and their agencies, the opportunity to initiate and/or respond to discussions on subjects of genuine interest and relevance.

The resulting AOF briefing, which the Alliance will publish, will help to influence an awareness and understanding of the issues facing the travel and tourism industries worldwide.

Contact : Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com.

	News


The Travel Bloggers Conference, Colombo, Sri Lanka

Asia's first ever Travel Bloggers Conference will be held from the 14 to 18 November 2014 in Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

Named TBC Asia will be run by Cinnamon Hotels & Resorts and in partnership with the Professional Travel Bloggers' Association (PTBA) and the National Carrier - Sri Lankan Airlines.

Visit : pramukshi@cinnamonhotels.comwww.tbcasia.com

 HYPERLINK "http://tbex12.com/register.html" \t "_blank" . Contact: Pramukshi Kariyawasam at .                            

Iceland Named Most Peaceful Country

Iceland has been named the most peaceful country in the world in the annual Global Peace Index compiled by the Institute for Economics and Peace.

Iceland has maintained its top ranking for the seventh year in a row, being joined this year by 
Denmark and Austria in the top three. 
The index gauges global peace using three broad themes: 
· the level of safety and security in society

· the extent of domestic or international conflict

· and the degree of militarisation. 
Visit : www.economicsandpeace.org and www.visiticeland.com. Contact : Asha Sudha at Asha.Sudha@brightergroup.com
Chicago wins George Lucas Museum, Illinois

'Star Wars' creator, George Lucas, has announced that the Lucas Museum of Narrative Art Chicago will be the future home for his collection of art and movie memorabilia. 
Visit : www.ChooseChicago.com and www.DiscoverAmerica.com. Contact : Sarah Barnett at sbarnett@thebrandusa.co.uk. 
Blue Sky, Ladprao, Bangkok, Thailand
The Blue Sky, at Centara Grand at Central Plaza Ladprao Bangkok, has been named as one of the 15 Most Exciting Rooftop Bars In The World, in a survey by Architecture Art Design website.

Blue Sky, which is on the 24th level, is an urban bistro that is designed as an al fresco lounge, with a cool design that uses blue as a predominant colour.

Centara Hotels & Resorts

Centara Hotels & Resorts has a portfolio of 47 deluxe and first-class properties covering all the major tourist destinations in Thailand. 

A further 20 resorts are located in :

	Maldives

Vietnam

Bali

Shanghai
	Sri Lanka

Mauritius 

Ethiopia


	Qatar

Laos, and 

Oman 




Visit : www.centarahotelsresorts.com/cglb. Contact : Wilasinee Jinaut at wilasineeji@chr.co.th.

The Queen's Diamond Jubilee State Coach, Buckingham Palace, London 

The coach built to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012 is now on permanent display within the Royal Mews at London's Buckingham Palace.

It is only the second coach to be built for the Royal Household in more than a century.

The Diamond Jubilee State Coach can be viewed as part of any visit to Buckingham Palace.

Visit : www.royalcollection.org.uk. Contact : Rachel Woollen at press@royalcollection.org.uk.

	Leads


European Waterways

European Waterways is the largest hotel barging company in Europe, offering luxury, all-inclusive cruises on fully-crewed hotel barges on the inland waterways of Europe, particularly France.

Every 6-night cruise includes gourmet cuisine, fine regional wines, open bar, daily escorted excursions, local transfers and the use of barge facilities such as bicycles to explore the towpaths, a sundeck to laze on, or a spa pool to relax in. 
All this, combined with a few hours sedate cruising each day through some of Europe's finest scenery, creates an ambience extraordinaire.

The fully-crewed luxury vessels accommodate between 6 and 20 passengers, who may choose to charter a whole boat with family and friends, or join a small group of like-minded travellers on an individual basis. 
The average crew ratio is one crew member for every two passengers and includes Captain, Chef, Tour Guide and Hostess, thus ensuring a very high level of service. 

Visit : www.gobarging.com. Contact : Chris Gant at chris@gobarging.com. 
The 49th Custer State Park Buffalo Roundup Weekend, South Dakota

26, 28 and 29 September 2014
Custer State Park Buffalo Roundup is one of the great events of the Old West, annual Custer State Park Buffalo Roundup. 

Cowboys on horseback and park crews in pickups round up the 1,300-head buffalo herd (the world's largest publically-owned bison herd) and drive them into the corrals.

The event is followed by a chuckwagon lunch, a weekend art show in Custer State Park and the Crazy Horse Autumn Volksmarch.

South Dakota also offers year-round opportunities to enjoy old western and Native American culture.

Lakota Ways, a new non-profit organisation, offers hands-on Native American tribal cultural and artistic experiences including tipi raising, beadwork and tours to Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.

Visit : www.travelsd.com and www.lakotaways.com. Contact : Maureen Droz at maureen.droz@state.sd.us. 
Baiersbronn, the Black Forest, Germany

Baiersbronn in the Black Forest is a popular holiday destination, best known for the hiking and three of Germany's top restaurants with eight Michelin stars between them.

The “Baiersbronn Hiking Heaven“ features a network of trails with serviced hiking huts and hosts providing food and drink on the way. 
The new “Culinary Hiking Heaven“ programme, supported by the nature park Schwarzwald Mitte/Nord, situated in the northern and central Black Forest, will be launched in late summer 2014.

Visit : www.kulinarischer-wanderhimmel.de. Contact : Stefanie Bischof at southwestgermany@tourcomm-germany.com. 

Ice Bike Adventure's heli-biking 

Ice Bike Adventure's is launching a new heli-biking trip offering an exhilarating and energetic way of experiencing Iceland's great outdoors. 
It includes a highland journey in a helicopter over remote glaciers before being dropped off at a dormant volcano for a single track biking descent. 
Visit : www.icebikeadventures.com/et and www.visiticeland.com. Contact : Asha Sudha at Asha.Sudha@brightergroup.com
Pebble Beach Concours d'Elegance, California

On the third Sunday in August each year, 200 of the most prized collector cars and motorcycles in the world gather in Pebble Beach, California. 
The Pebble Beach Concours d'Elegance sees automobiles and motorcycles judged on their historical accuracy, technical merit and style, and will feature the Maserati Centennial and the Ferrari 250 Testa Rossa, a Rolls Royce Phantom Postwar and an array of vintage steam cars. 
Visit : www.pebblebeachconcours.net. Contact : Kandace Hawkinson at 
khawkinson@pebblebeachconcours.net.

The Official Tourist Board Guides 

The Official Tourist Board Guides, which are now in their 39th year, provide a comprehensive source of information for visitors looking to stay in the UK. 

The three Guides cover :

· B&B and Hotels

· Self Catering

· Camping, Touring & Holiday Parks

There are over 20,000 places to stay, all of which are independent and star-rated. 

The Guides also contain the regional tourism contacts and tourist information centre’s for each regional section so visitors can contact them in advance and find out what’s going on in the area they plan to visit. 

The guides are published by Hudson’s Media and under license from VisitEngland/VisitBritain. 

Most hotels and bed and breakfast establishments in Britain have a star rating from one of the four assessing bodies – VisitEngland, VisitScotland, Visit Wales or the AA. 

The Guides, which are priced at £8.99 (the Camping, Touring & Holiday Parks Guide £7.99) can be ordered online and bought from major book retailers and Amazon.

Visit : www.visitor-guides.co.uk. Contact: Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.

Amazona Zoo, Cromer, Norfolk, UK

Amazona Zoo in Cromer, Norfolk, is one of the county’s most unique and fun days out where families can discover South American wildlife.  

 

The zoo is home to over 200 tropical animals including Jaguars, Monkeys, Snakes, Tapirs, Flamingos and other birds including a newly-acquired Toucan.  

As well as extensive grounds it also has a large indoor soft play area for Under 10’s. It is committed to helping visitors discover nature and provide education on conservation issues. 

Visit: www.amazonazoo.co.uk. Contact: Katie Murphy at katie.murphy@junglepr.com. 

Namiri Plains, the Serengeti

Asilia Africa has opened the Serengeti, Namiri Plains offering six classic safari tents set 70km from the closest neighbour. 
The area around Namiri Plains has been closed to the world for the past 20 years to create a safe haven for cheetah and, today, the area has an exceptional population of big cats including one of the highest density of cheetah in East Africa.
Asilia is the first Sustainable Safari/Lodge Company in Africa to receive a 5 Star rating for Sustainability from GIIRS.

 

Asilia has a portfolio of camps in Tanzania, Zanzibar and Kenya.

Visit : www.asiliaafrica.com. Visit : Mercedes Baily at mercedes@asiliaafrica.com.

Grape Escapes, Piedmont, Italy 

Grape Escapes is offering guests the chance to experience some of Piedmont's finest wineries and to visit one of the world's newest UNESCO World Heritage sites. 
The Piedmont region covers ten thousand hectares of beautiful vineyard landscapes where vine pollen has been found dating back to the 5th Century BC, from when Piedmont was a place of contact and trade between the Etruscans and the Celts.

The Piedmont region has recently been awarded UNESCO World Heritage status to recognise  sites of outstanding value to humanity and an irreplaceable source of life and inspiration. 
Grape Escapes offer a range of wine tasting tours and trips to vineyards in :

· Ribera del Duero and Rioja in Spain

· Tuscany in Italy
· Porto in Portugal, and 
· the main French wine regions of Champagne, Bordeaux, Burgundy, The Rhône, The Loire and Provence.
Visit : www.grapeescapes.net. Contact : Anna Wolstenholme at anna@representationplus.co.uk.

Crystal Cruises, Arctic Ocean

Crystal Cruises is introducing a new expedition-style voyage traversing the Arctic Ocean via the legendary Northwest Passage, which was first completed successfully by Roald Amundsen just over 100 years ago.
Crystal will be the first luxury cruise line to navigate the route, manoeuvring through 900 miles of waterways lined with glaciers, fjords and unspoiled landscapes away from mainstream civilisation and tourism, north of mainland Canada. 
Sailing on August 2016 in Anchorage/Seward, Alaska, Crystal Serenity will sail for 32 nights from 
Visit : www.crystalcruises.co.uk. Contact : Kate Selley at kate@kateselleypr.co.uk.

	What’s on 


The Sure Big Screen, Guernsey, Channel Islands

19 to 25 August 2014
The Sure Big Screen is a season of outdoor cinema in Cobo Bay on the island’s west coast.

The Sure Big Screen shows three or four films a day, with films for children in the early afternoon, followed by family films in the evening and adult films later on. The screenings are free 
Visit : www.visitguernsey.com. Contact : Jules Ugo : at jules@lotus-uk.co.uk. 

In Reykjavík, Iceland

Reykjavík Dance Festival

27 to 30 August 2014

The Reykjavík Dance Festival brings together choreographers and dancers from the Icelandic and international dance scene with new works by Icelandic choreographers.

Visit : www.reykjavikdancefestival.com. Contact : Asha Sudha at Asha.Sudha@brightergroup.com. 
Reykjavik International Film Festival 

25 September to 5 October 2014

Founded in September 2004 by a small group of film professionals and enthusiasts, the annual Reykjavik International Film Festival places an emphasis on up-and-coming filmmakers.

The festival will showcase a wide range of dramas and non-fiction films from over 40 countries.

Visit : www.en.riff.is. Contact : Asha Sudha at Asha.Sudha@brightergroup.com
The Star-Spangled Spectacular, Maryland

10 to 16 September 2014

Maryland's Star-Spangled Spectacular, will mark the 200th anniversary of the USA's National Anthem in September. 
The week-long free festival takes place in Baltimore and features live re-enactments, air shows, live musical performances, tours of Tall Ships and Navy Ships in Baltimore's famed Inner Harbor and fresh Chesapeake Bay food and drink. 
Visit : www.VisitMaryland.org and www.DiscoverAmerica.com.  Contact : Lisa Cooperat lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com
Rutland Food & Drink Festival and Rutland Day, Rutland UK

13 September 2014

The Rutland Food & Drink Festival and Rutland Day takes place on the shores of Rutland Water at Sykes Lane Empingham.

The food festival will have displays and tastings of luxury alcoholic ice cream, gluten-free specialities, dried curry mixes and freshly roasted coffee beans.

Local farmers will be providing their quality burgers, sausages and hog roasts and local chefs will again be sharing their recipes by way of live cookery demonstrations throughout the day.
Rutland Day provides a line-up of live music and entertainment and the new Rutland Water beach.

Visit: www.discover-rutland.co.uk. Contact : Mary Copley at tourism@rutland.gov.uk
Euphoria 2014, South Carolina

18 to 21 September 2014

Euphoria is a weekend-long festival held in Greenville, South Carolina, which combines exclusive tastings, cooking demonstrations and wine seminars, as well as multi-course dinners and live musical performances. 
Joined by chefs from local Greenville restaurants, as well as some from Charleston (South Carolina), Atlanta (Georgia) and Asheville (North Carolina), Euphoria features domestic and international wines, celebrity chefs, master sommeliers and local musicians. 
Visit : www.euphoriagreenville.com and www.DiscoverAmerica.com. Contact : Sarah Barnett at sbarnett@thebrandusa.co.uk. 
Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts, Norfolk

27 September 2014 until  March 2015
The Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts is one of the most prominent university art galleries in Britain, and a major national centre for the study and presentation of art.
The Centre staging and exhibition called ‘REALITY: Modern & Contemporary British Painting’ , with over 50 well-known works celebrating the strength of British painting with some of the best and most influential artists of the last sixty years including David Hockney, Lucian Freud and LS Lowry. 

Visit: www.scvs.ac.uk. Contact: Daisy Simpson at daisy@junglepr.com. 

Bridge Day, West Virginia

18 October 2014

The 35th New River Gorge Bridge Day takes place annually on the third Saturday of October and is the only day of the year where pedestrians are allowed to walk on the deck of the 876-foot high bridge, which towers over one of America's oldest rivers. 
Held in Fayetteville, the event plays host to one of the nation's leading one-day extreme sports events – the world's largest single gathering of BASE jumpers come together to join 250 rappelling experts to hang from, but mostly jump off, the New River Gorge Bridge. 
An estimated 80,000 people from around the world gather to participate in the festival and witness one of the world's most cutting edge sports. 
Visit : www.OfficialBridgeDay.com.  Contact : Sarah Barnett at sbarnett@thebrandusa.co.uk. 
The Madrid-Lisbon MTBike 

13 to 27 June 2015
The Madrid-Lisbon MTBike is a 15-day, 15-mountain ride covering 1,200 km from Madrid to Lisbon. 
Crossing Spain and Portugal riders arrive at the Atlantic Ocean in Roca Cape, the westernmost point of Continental Europe.
For the 3rd year Mountain Bikers from several countries have crossed Spain and Portugal to connect Madrid to Lisbon by the Mountains. The whole tour route between Madrid and Lisbon covers 1230km and climbs almost 28000m in 15 days and is a route for mountain biking following tracks, trails and medieval roads.

More than 100km in single tracks; crossing valleys and climbing mountains; passing through historical towns and villages.The tour is organized by “Caminhos da Natureza” / Portugal Nature Trails

Visit : www.bikemadridlisbon.com and www.caminhosdanatureza.pt. Contact : Antonio Gavhino at agavinho@bikemadridlisbon.com
	Reasons to write about


The Bath Mozartfest, Bath UK

Friday 7 to Saturday 15 November 2014

The 24th annual Bath Mozartfest is an autumnal celebration of classical music performed by international musicians, with the works of W A Mozart at its heart.  

It takes place at venues across the Georgian city of Bath.

Whilst Mozart’s music is predominant, it is placed within a wide musical context with performances of work from his friend Haydn, to Haydn’s pupil Beethoven also composers of the Romantic era through the music of Schubert, Schumann and Brahms.

The much-acclaimed Takács Quartet, joined by violist Louise Williams, will open the festival with Mozart’s Quartet in G minor for five strings.  

This year’s Bath Mozartfest has a line-up also includes :

· the Emerson String Quartet

· the Nash Ensemble

· the Vertavo String Quartet from Norway, and 

· the Sitkovetsky Piano Trio.

Visit : www.bathmozartfest.org.uk. Contact: Julie Peacock at julie@peacockpr.com.

Volunteering in the Austrian Tirol

  

Assisting Mountain Farmers, Hochgebirgs-Naturpark Zillertaler Alpen

This volunteering programme works together with the rangers in the Zillertal Alps Nature Park, assisting the local mountain farmers with their day to day tasks in preserving the natural habitat. 

At an altitude of 1000m, in the mountain meadows of Ginzling, there is a multitude of undertakings geared towards the protection and rehabilitation of these unique mountain environments. 

From invasive tree and shrub removal to weed control and from (re)building traditionally constructed dry-stone walls to field habitat restoration, the mountain farmers welcome any assistance.

Visit : www.tyrol.com/e-assisting-mountain-farmers

Bearded Vulture Reintroduction, Nationalpark Hohe Tauern

The Bearded Vulture is a bird of prey, the largest Alpine bird and the only member of the genus Gypaetus. 

Traditionally considered an Old World vulture, it lives and breeds on crags in high mountains above the tree line. 

The bird was hunted as a trophy in Europe and by 1900 was largely wiped out and verging on extinction. 

Even today, bearded vultures in Europe are considered endangered and in 1986 they were reintroduced in the Hohe Tauern National Park and in 2010 experts celebrated the first offspring born in the wild. 

This volunteer project is dedicated to re-introduce this wonderful bird of prey in the protected area of the Hohe Tauern National Park.

Visit : www.tyrol.com/e-bearded-vulture-reintroduction

Pasture and Grazing Management on the slopes of Fliess, Kaunergrat Nature Park

The Kaunergrat Nature Park is an area of outstanding natural beauty and a focal point for rare plants and wildlife activity. 

The local communities in the Pitztal Valley, Kaunertal Valley and in Fliess are dedicated to preserving the pastures and the mountain meadows for generations to come. 

This volunteering project takes place on the sunny slopes of Fliess and involves pasture and grazing management, including field habitat restoration, fencing, invasive tree and shrub removal and building traditionally constructed dry-stone walls.

Visit : www.tyrol.com/e-pasture-and-grazing-management-on-the-sunny-slopes-of-fliess.

Alpine Pasture Management at Thaur Alm, Thaur Alm, Hall in Tirol

The seasonal migration between valley and lush, alpine pastures has shaped much of the landscape in the Alps. 

The varied topography and altitudes give rise to the great diversity in Alpine areas and the seasonal transhumance still contributes to traditional Alpine culture and life in the mountains. 

This volunteer project at Thaur Alm Alpine Pasture is geared towards the protection and rehabilitation of these unique mountain environments. Tasks will include invasive tree and shrub removal, weed control and field habitat restoration.

Visit : www.tyrol.com/e-alpine-pasture-management-at-thaur-alm.

Visit :  www.visittirol.co.uk. Contact : Becky Horton at becky.horton@hortonpr.co.uk. 
Atlantic Canada

The Canadian provinces of New Brunswick, Newfoundland and Labrador, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island each has its own character but all are known for their outstanding natural beauty, stunning coastline, friendly people, seafood, UNESCO World Heritage sites and National Parks. 
The Algonquin Resort, New Brunswick, Canada

The Algonquin Resort in the Atlantic Canadian province of New Brunswick has reopened after a £16.3million (CAD$30million) year-long transformation and in time for the hotel's 125th anniversary.

The first Marriott Autograph Collection Hotel in Canada, the hotel overlooks the Passamaquoddy Bay from St Andrews-by-the-Sea. 
Built in 1889, much care has been taken to restore the iconic property including the restoration of the castle-like facade to its original splendour.
The resort also offers Off Kilter Biking Tours where cyclists don a kilt and cycle over the low tide at the nearby Bay of Fundy.

Golfers can play the 7,000-yard, par 72 course which was redesigned in 2000 by well-known course architect Thomas McBroom and has Canada's oldest clubhouse built in 1894, with views of the rugged coastline of the Bay of Fundy – home to the highest tides in the world.

The resort is located in the quaint seaside town of St. Andrews by-the-Sea, also one of the oldest in the province.

Visit : www.algonquinresort.com and www.atlanticcanadaholiday.co.uk. 
Contact : Steele Paulich at atlanticcanada@brightergroup.com.

The 5-star luxury boutique Andaz Liverpool Street, London UK 

The 5-star luxury boutique Andaz Liverpool Street, which sits between the City of London, Broadgate and the Capital’s East End, provides a great base for business and leisure travellers.

One of London’s original railway hotels, it opened in 1884 as the Great Eastern, one of London’s seminal railway hotels, in an imposing redbrick Victorian building. 

Though it enjoyed an illustrious past times have changed, as has Liverpool Station itself, and In recent times the property has undergone a complete transformation and change of name – to the Andaz.

There are the range of dining options one would expect of a hotel of this calibre including seven restaurants and bars including the 1901 Restaurant & Wine Bar, and the new Catch Champagne Bar & Lounge.

Authentic Japanese cuisine is served in the Miyako brasserie, a grill menu in Eastway and traditional English pub fare in the George. 

A room with a view :London’s past, present and future

Throughout 2014/15 the Andaz Liverpool Street will play host to four distinctly diverse British artists, with each invited to hand paint one of the hotel’s luxurious Large King guest rooms, to depict their interpretation of East London’s past, present or future.

The artists are Chris Price, Patrick Vale, ILoveDust and Patrick Morgan and their rooms will have a completely different style and feel in reflection of the artist’s own individuality.

They will also be available for guests to experience contemporary street art in their room.  

The Pearly Room 

The first project is the Pearly Room in which Chris Price and his cockney wife and collaborator Delisia Howard creates a modern interpretation of their hometown in London’s East End, playing homage to the history of East London’s Pearly Kings and Queens. 

The Pearly Room showcases a giant Pearly King and Queen in their national costumes in a bustling market place with the Christ Church Spitalfields as a backdrop.

Hundreds of individually hand drawn mother of pearl buttons line the market streets in tribute to a supposed event in the late 19th century when a Japanese ship broke up in the Thames, shedding  its cargo of millions of pearl buttons. 

Many of these buttons were salvaged, mostly by market traders who sewed them on to their clothes, creating a national costume for London and the tradition of the Pearly Kings and Queen, which thrives to this day. 

Guests can experience The Pearly Room from now until July 2015.

Visit : www.andazliverpoolstreet.com and www.pearlysociety.co.uk. Contact : Nadia Walford at nadia@grifcopr.com.

Botswana's Okavango Delta

Botswana's Okavango Delta is the world's largest inland delta, surrounded by arid terrain and a location for concentrations of diverse wildlife including the ‘Big Five’ and over 400 species of bird. 
This is also a stronghold of the African Wild Dog.

Real Africa offers a range of different ways to experience the Delta including 4WD and lodge safaris, walking, horseback and canoe safaris.
One of the most novel ways to see the Delta is on horseback, with guests riding across the savannah and through flood waters and channels seeing the lush wetland habitat of the Selinda Spillway from the saddle. 
Real Africa also offers stays on the tranquil waters of the Selinda Spillway, a body of water linking the Okavango Delta to the Kwando and Linyanti water systems and well known for its population of elephant, buffalo and wild dogs. 
Here is the chance to explore by canoe during the day and camping by night on remote islands.

Visit : www.realafrica.co.uk. Contact : Sara White at sara@realafrica.co.uk
Rettir, Iceland 

Rettir is an Icelandic farming tradition where sheep and horses that have spent the summer roaming free in the highlands, are collected together by a long line of horsemen (which can extend more than 20 miles) and driven back down to the lowlands for winter. 

While gathering the animals is serious business for the farmers, it's a day of fun for Icelanders and visitors alike. Spectators flock to see thousands of sheep and horses being herded down the mountain slopes in a spectacular sight. 

The first round-ups are due to start in early September and continue across the country until early October. Visitors can experience Rettir by walking or on horseback. 

The animal round up is always followed by a 'round up' of the locals for traditional songs and dancing.

Visit : www.extremeiceland.is/en/individuals/horse-riding-iceland/round-up-tours and www.visiticeland.com. Contact : Asha Sudha at Asha.Sudha@brightergroup.com
Scotland’s canals

 

Known for its lochs and mountain ranges Scotland also has 137 miles of canals.

Each of the country’s five canals; the Caledonian, Crinan, Forth & Clyde, Union or Monkland offer dramatic scenery and landmarks along their waterways.
Cottages & Castles, Scotland’s holiday lettings company is marketing a range of unique canal-side houses owned by Scottish Canals. 
Properties available to let through Cottages & Castles include:
Bannatyne Cottage 

This property sits on Lock 11 on the Crinan Canal, one of the prettiest canals in Scotland on the Argyllshire Coast. 
The cottage was originally built in the 19th century as a lock keeper’s cottage and having been renovated, today offers a stunning quirky holiday cottage. 
Sandray Cottage 

This cottage is a former lock keepers cottage situated right on the Caledonian Canal in the Great Glen of Scotland. 
Kytra Lock is hidden up the canal path and is a retreat to explore the Highlands and west coast. 

Laggan Bridge Cottage

Located in Invergarry, this 18th century former canal worker’s house sits on the mini peninsula where the Caledonian Canal spreads out into Loch Oich. 
The cottage is surrounded on three sides by water and enjoys beautiful views of the surrounding Highlands.  
Visit : www.cottages-and-castles.co.uk. Contact : Lorna Gardner at lorna@mediahouse.co.uk
  
Cultural Manchester, UK 

Elizabeth Gaskell’s House

Like her friend Charlotte Brontë, Elizabeth Gaskell wrote some enduring novels (North and South, Cranford, Wives and Daughters), many of them from her home in Manchester. 
The building itself was completed in 1841 and is a rare surviving example of a Grade II-listed suburban villa. 
Now a multi-million pound renovation scheme is well under way to convert the house into a major visitor attraction, which is due to open in October 2014.

Visit : www.elizabethgaskellhouse.co.uk. 
Whitworth Art Gallery

The Whitworth Art Gallery will reopen in October 2014 following a £15 million project that will double the public space of the 120-year-old gallery and create state-of-the-art facilities for visitors.

Its inaugural exhibition will be by acclaimed British sculptor and installation artist, Cornelia Parker, as well as displaying the crème de la crème of The Whitworth’s outstanding collection (key pieces include work by the modern movement of British artists, among them Walter Sickert, Paul Nash, Ben Nicholson, Barbara Hepworth and Henry Moore). 
Visit : www.whitworth.manchester.ac.uk. 
Dunham Massey: Sanctuary from the trenches

Dunham Massey Hall, around a half-hour drive from Manchester city centre, was built in the 1730s by the 2nd Earl of Warrington.

The house, its contents and the 3,000-acre estate are now owned and managed by the National Trust. 
During the First World War this Georgian house, set in a deer park, was transformed into a convalescent hospital, becoming a sanctuary from the trenches for nearly 300 soldiers. 
To mark the centenary of the war, Dunham Massey has been turned back into Stamford Military Hospital and Sanctuary from the Trenches reveals what life was like for the patients. 
Visit www.nationaltrust.org.uk/dunham-massey. 
Ramsbottom Music Festival

The city of Manchester and its suburbs offer many music festivals, with one of the newer additions the Ramsbottom Festival, in September, is an annual boutique event in a thriving Victorian market town nestled in the foothills of the picturesque Pennines. 

Visit : www.ramsbottomfestival.com. 

Walking tours

Manchester daily walking tours include Ten Manchester inventions that shook the world and various World War One-themed tours. 

There is also the opportunity to explore the tunnels beneath the city, including Manchester’s biggest World War Two air-raid shelter, built into an old subterranean canal. 

The Town Hall Clock Tower tour allows visitors to climb 280ft to the top of this Grade I-listed building - a Gothic masterpiece. 

Visit : www.newmanchesterwalks.com. 

Hotel Football

Manchester is home to two Premier League football clubs and the National Football Museum and, opening in October, there will also be Hotel Football, a 139-bedroom hotel on the doorstep of Manchester United’s ground at Old Trafford. 

Hotel Football will have its own five-a-side rooftop football pitch and will also include Café Football Manchester. 

Visit : www.hotelfootball.com. 

Visit : www.visitmanchester.com. Contact :  pressandpr@visitbritain.com.

	A place to stay 


The Isle of Eriska, Scotland

The Isle of Eriska is a luxury 5* resort and member of Relais & Chateaux located on its own 300 acre Private Island just off the coast of Scotland.  

The resort has its own 9 hole golf course and a relaxing spa.

Eriska is inhabited by wildlife such as otters, seals and red deer and all around the island there are nature trails with information points. The resorts Hilltop Reserves which launched in July 2014 are stylish and luxurious stand alone self-catering lodges located on the hillside and secluded from the main hotel and the rest of island.

Visit : www.eriska-hotel.co.uk. Contact : Emma Simmons at pr1@perception-uk.com.

Barnham Broom Hotel, Norfolk UK

Barnham Broom Hotel, is a luxury four star hotel set in 300 acres of beautiful Norfolk countryside. 

Features include 46 bedrooms and suites, two Championship golf courses, an award-winning Brasserie, the Valley Bar, the Sports Bar, the Spa and Edge Health & Fitness Club and tennis courts. 

Its location gives the hotel a relaxed countryside retreat atmosphere.

Visit: www.barnham-broom.co.uk. Contact: Daisy Simpson at daisy@junglepr.com. 

Mustang Monument, Nevada

Mustang Monument, an eco-friendly, sustainable resort and preserve for wild horses has opened south of Wells, Nevada. 
Surrounded by mountains, the resort offers visitors accommodation in luxurious tipis to provide an opportunity to relax and connect with nature and activities including horseback rides, guided hikes and wild mustang adventure safaris. 
Saving Americas Mustangs
Saving Americas Mustangs has been established to protect and preserve wild Mustangs in America. 

Over one hundred years ago, more than 2 million mustangs roamed free. 

Today, there are approximately 30,000 wild mustangs in the USA. 

Visit : www.mustangmonument.com and www.savingamericasmustangs.org. . Contact : Kristina Carlson at kcarlson@savingamericasmustangs.org.

The Moorland Garden Hotel, Devon UK

The Moorland Garden Hotel celebrates its eightieth anniversary in 2014 by revisiting the halcyon days when its large ballroom and sprung maple strip dance floor played host to countless tea-dances and evening-dress balls, and the likes of President Truman, Rex Harrison and David Niven.
In July 1934, three fields totalling 12 acres were purchased by five Plymouth business men and one woman, with a view to building the Moorland Links Hotel. The hotel opened in May 1935.

Purchased by business entrepreneurs Brian and Sonia Meaden in 2011 and renamed, the Moorland Garden Hotel has undergone an extensive refurbishment programme to help return it to its former glory.
Visit : www.moorlandgardenhotel.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Kirton samantha@ipr-online.co.uk. 

Gala-Gala Eco Resort, Ponta d Ouro, Southern Mozambique

The Gala-Gala Eco Resort, Ponta d Ouro, Southern Mozambique is 8km from the South African border in an area with extensive bird life, butterflies and other indigenous forna & flora. 
Next to the resort is a stretch of African coast line with some of the best diving and marine life including fish, rays, eels, turtles, dolphins, whales and an extensive list of sharks species.

 

Visit : www.gala-gala.co.za.  Contact: Bev Mould :bev.mould@vodamail.co.za.

Posada Puerto Bemberg, Argentina 

Posada Puerto Bemberg is located in a 400 hectare jungle on the Coast of the Parana river  30Km from the Iguazú Airport, Argentina.

The 1924 Posada, which has undergone a sympathetic refurbishment, enables visitors to enjoy the jungle and the Iguazu falls.

A hotel project, based on the recovery of the Jungle ecosystem is being carried out by the Posada in partnership with the Aves Argentinas and the Conservation of the North East Unit of National Parks.  

 

Visit : www.puertobemberg.com. Contact : Luciana Salaün at luciana@salaun.com.ar and info@puertobemberg.com. 

In Italy 

Portrait Firenze, Florence

The Lungarno Collection, owned by the Ferragamo family, has opened the Portrait Firenze in the heart of Florence with views over the River Arno and Ponte Vecchio.

The hotel, styled by Florentine architect Michele Bönan, is inspired by the birth of Italian haute couture that took place in Florence in the 1950s.  
Each of the thirty-four suites is designed using hand-crafted furniture, exquisite fabrics and fine detailing to reflect the heritage of the Ferragamo family.   
Visit : www.portraitfirenze.com. stefania.gatta@enit.itContact : Stefania Gatta at . 
Indigo Rome St George, Rome
Intercontinental Hotels has opened a new boutique hotel in the Indigo Rome St George, in Via Giulia, in the heart of old Rome.

The hotel is a mixture of Renaissance and modern design and has 64 rooms, a spa, a restaurant and a terrace with bar.

Visit : www.hotelindigorome.com. Contact : Stefania Gatta at stefania.gatta@enit.it.
 

The old Manin NH Hotel, Venice, Italy 

The old Manin NH Hotel has been totally overhauled and upgraded by the NH Hotel Group and re-opened in Venice. 
The hotel is located in the heart of Venice facing the RialtoBridge and it is built on the site of the old Teatro Sant'Angelo, dating back to the 18th century. 
Visit : www.nh-hotels.com/nh/en/hotels/italy/venice/nh-palazzo-barocci.html. Contact : Stefania Gatta at stefania.gatta@enit.it.
The 5* Ville sull'Arno Hotel, Venice

 

The Ville sull'Arno Hotel has been re-opened after extensive renovation and improvement work. 
The Ville sull'Arno was originally built in the 15th century and it was a country retreat for the Florentine nobility, in the 19th century was used as workshop by the Macchiaioli painters. 
Visit : www.hotelvillesullarno.com. Contact : Stefania Gatta at stefania.gatta@enit.it.
The Excelsior Hotel Gallia, Milan

 

Starwood Hotels and Resorts will reopen the historic Excelsior Hotel Gallia in Milan in November 2014. 
The hotel will offer 235 rooms and suites, a restaurant and a bar with panoramic terrace on the top floor, a lounge bar and cigar room, a spa, swimming pool and gym, two ballrooms and meeting spaces. 
Visit : www.starwoodhotels.com. Contact : Stefania Gatta at stefania.gatta@enit.it.
Dusit Fudu Hotels and Resorts

Dusit Fudu Hotels and Resorts, a Chinese joint venture hotel management company between leading Asian hospitality group Dusit International and local partners Changzhou Qiao Yu Group, will develop a portfolio of 15 hotels over the next three years.  

These are :

	· Dusit Devarana Hot Springs & Spa Conghua, Guangzhou (2014)

· Dusit Devarana Dianchi Lake, Kunming (2016)

· Dusit Devarana Fuxian Lake, Yunnan (2017)

· dusitD2 Fudu Binhu, Changzhou (in operation)

· dusitD2 Tianjin (2014)

· dusitD2 Fudu Hongmei, Changzhou (2014)
	· Dusit Thani Fudu Qingfeng, Changzhou (2014)

· Dusit Thani Dongtai, Jiangsu (2014)

· Dusit Thani Hot Springs & Spa, Qingyuan (2015)

· Dusit Thani Shaoxing (2015)

· Dusit Thani Panzhihua, Sichuan (2016)

· Dusit Thani Huangdao, Qingdao (2017)

· Dusit Thani Castle Fushun, Liaoning (2017)

· Dusit Thani Fuxian Lake, Yunnan (2017)

· Dusit Residence Fuxian Lake, Yunnan (2017)


Twelve other developments are under negotiation in Shanghai, Hangzhou, Fuzhou, Xiamen, Changsha, Zaozhuang, Chengdu and Guiyang.

Visit : www.dusit.com. Contact : Sureerat Sudpairak at sureerat.sp@dusit.com.

Hotel H1898, Barcelona, Spain 

Hotel H1898, from Nuñez i Navarro Hotels Collection, has been placed in the top 10 Hotels in Barcelona by the Global Review Index.

Located in central Barcelona, Hotel 1898 is within walking distance of Boqueria Market, Las Ramblas, and Placa de Catalunya. Nearby points of interest also include Barcelona Cathedral and Gran Teatre del Liceu. Hotel Features. 

Dining options at Hotel 1898 include a restaurant and a coffee shop/café. A bar/lounge is open for drinks. Room service is available 24 hours a day. Recreational amenities include an indoor pool, a health club, a sauna, and a steam room. 

Visit : www.hotel1898.com. Contact : pr@orbyce.com. 

The Kempinski Hotel Barbaros Bay, Bodrum, Turkey

The Kempinski Hotel Barbaros Bay in Bodrum, Turkey, is launching an adult-only Sublime Sundeck for guests looking for a hot hangout. 

Guests can spend the whole day on the Sublime Sundeck, a soothing spot to enjoy the Aegean Sea scenery, before the evening’s DJ sets. 

Visit : www.kempinski.com/bodrum. Contact : Lallie Fraser at lallie@grifcopr.com.

Paradisos Hills Hotel, Cyprus

Paradisos Hills Hotel is a 15-bedroom boutique hotel, located just outside the traditional Cypriot village of Lysos in the Akamas Peninsula of Western Cyprus. 
All rooms have private balconies, with stunning sea or mountain views. 

Paradisos Hills Hotel is 14 kilometres from the beaches of Polis Chrysochou and 45 kilometres from Paphos International Airport. 

Visit : www.paradisoshills.com. Contact : Leila Stocker at Email leila@turtle-pr.com. 
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The Provence of Chubut, Patagonia, Argentina


The Province of Chubut is located in the heart of Patagonia, in southern Argentina and runs from the Atlantic Ocean in the east to the Andes mountain range in the west.
	Chubut is one of Argentina’s top tourist destinations, with a focus on natural beauty, national parks and ski resorts.

It has a population of 550,000, with its capital Rawson and the largest city Comodoro Rivadavia.

The Welsh influence

The province is a cultural and demographic hub for the Welsh, being home to Argentina’s largest community of Welsh descendents, who began arriving in 1865.

Over 50,000 Argentines with Welsh ancestors, who retain their cultural identity, traditions language, live in several cities across Chubut, such as :

· Puerto Madryn

· Trelew

· Trevelin

· Dolavon, and 

· Gaiman.

Tourism areas 

The province is divided into four tourism regions that cover unique geographical areas: 

The Lower Chubut River Valley and the Valdés Peninsula 

This region includes the Atlantic coastline with three port towns and two state of the art airports. 

The region is globally renowned for sightings of whales, killer whales, dolphins, penguins and sea lions. The area is also highly regarded for its diving and beaches. 

The Welsh communities attract many tourists, who come to the region to discover their traditions and gastronomy. 

The Lower Chubut River Valley and the Valdés Peninsula 

This region includes the Atlantic coastline with three port towns and two state of the art airports. 
	The region is known for its whales, dolphins, penguins and sea lions and its beaches.

The Welsh communities attract many tourists, who come to the region to discover their traditions and gastronomy. 

The Upper Senger River and the San Jorge Gulf Basin

Tourism here is based around the following activities: 

· sightings of sea lions and elephant seals

· beach activities

· petrified forests

· beach sailing, and 

· sport fishing. 

Meseta-Land of the Dinosaurs 

Located in the very centre of the province, the plateau is crossed by towns along the Ruta 25, a motorway of over 500 km that follows the Chubut River from one end of the province to the other. 

Lakes, caves with cave paintings, petrified woods, wind farms, farms and tourist ranches can be found here. 

It was here that a group of Argentine scientists recently discovered the remains of a dinosaur measuring 40 metres in length and 20 metres high, weighing an estimated 77 tonnes. 

The Andes 
The Cerro La Hoya ski resort and two National Parks, are home to thousand-year old larch trees and protected heritage sites. 

The region is known for its beautiful lakes and rivers which skirt the foothills of the towering Andean peaks. 

Sport fishing, lake boating, trekking, skiing and snowboarding are some of the activities favoured by visitors. 


Visit : www.argentour.com/en/province/chubut/chubut. Contact : Martin Suaya at martinsuaya@argentine-embassy-uk.org. 
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Totally Thames, London : September 2014


Taking place for the first time throughout September, Totally Thames is a month-long arts and cultural celebration of London’s river, featuring over 100 river-related events along its entire 42 mile course through the capital.

	Delivered by the team behind the Mayor’s Thames Festival, the festival will feature arts, music and community festivals, regattas, river races, foreshore archaeology, exploration, environmental and educational activities and river-linked activities in all of the 17 London riverside boroughs. 

Source to Sea River Relay

Sunday 17 August to Tuesday 30 September 

The River Thames Source to Sea River Relay is the journey of a bottle of water, taken from the source of the River Thames carried down the entire length of the river to central London. 

With the help of walkers, swimmers, rowers, powered and unpowered classic sailing craft, river communities and organisations associated with the Thames, this 'baton'  will be passed each day to a new custodian for a long or short section of the journey, each night staying with a lock keeper at the end of the day's journey. And then to London.

The fire garden

Battersea Power Station
Friday 5 and Saturday 6 September
The Fire Garden by Carabosse at Battersea Power Station, will be one of the last public events before the site closes for development.

This will see the internationally renowned French installation artists transform the iconic grounds into a spectacular display of fire and light – a “fire garden”. 


	Other events for Totally Thames 2014 include :

Rivers of the World 

Saturday 16 August to Sunday 14 September

Stage in front of Tate Modern and by Tower Bridge, Rivers of the World, sponsored by Viking River Cruises, links over 2,000 young people around the world each year through a focus on a common theme: their river. 

Led by artist Shona Watt, students from London, New Orleans, Taipei and Jhelum (Pakistan) have shared their research, learned about each other’s cultures and worked with local artists to create large-scale artworks which will be exhibited along the South Bank.

The Floating Cinema

St Katharine Docks 

Wednesday 10 to Sunday 14 September

The Floating Cinema will take up residence in historic St Katharine Docks for five days of special screenings, artists’ workshops and talks on the theme of water and everyone’s relationship to it.  

The Great River Race 

Saturday 27 September

The Great River Race, London's River Marathon, is a race for traditional boats up the River Thames, from Millwall in the east to Ham in the west. 

It attracts over 300 crews from all over the globe and appeals to every level of competitor from those who enjoy fun, fancy dress and charity stunts, to serious sportsmen and women who want to become the UK Traditional Boat Champions.


	Royal Greenwich Tall Ships Festival 

Friday 5 to Tuesday 9 September

The Royal Borough of Greenwich will celebrate the largest fleet of Tall Ships to visit London in 25 years with five days of free festival fun across historic Greenwich, Royal Arsenal Woolwich, Greenwich Peninsula and West India Dock. 

This festival offers chances to board some Tall Ships moored along the Greenwich waterfront.

There will also be : 

evening fireworks displays (on Friday 5 and Saturday 6 September) 

· free cultural performances, music and entertainment at the festival villages

· a festival launch, and 

· a closing Parade of Sail, which can be viewed along the river.
	Classic Boat Rally, St Katharine Docks 

Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 September

This annual, family-friendly celebration of classic, historic and working boats will take in place in the St Katharine Docks next to Tower Bridge.  

Boats of all descriptions from all over the country – both working and leisure – will be in the dock for public enjoyment and tours. 

Barge Driving Races 

Sunday 14 September

Riverside locations between Tower Bridge and Waterloo Bridge

The annual Steve Faldo Memorial Barge Driving Race is a chance to see traditional lighterage skills being carried out as they were up until about 50 years ago.

Professional watermen and lightermen still operate the many tugs and passenger vessels on the tidal Thames.


Full information visit : www.totallythames.org. Contact : Truda Spruyt at Truda.Spruyt@fourcolmangetty.com.

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com
Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or 

Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
	Hudson’s Historic Houses and Gardens 

www.hudsonsheritage.com. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com. Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com.
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com
	The Official (UK) Tourist Board Guides 
www.visitor-guides.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  press@roughguides.com  

The Signpost 

www.signpost.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com. Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.com. Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 
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Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel writers, broadcasters and photographers

· Editor : 
commissioning editors

· Partner : 
travel and tourism industry organisations, or 

· Agency : 
agency representatives with travel or tourism clients
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive

The International Travel Writers Alliance

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com 

AllWays traveller is the consumer travel features ‘arm’ of the Alliance providing independent travellers with views of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ann Mealor FCIPR

Commissioning Editor

AllWays traveller 

07971 596 925

Ann@itwalliance.com 
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	The Alliance 

Bulletin 


Providing key information in a
no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.
Mid-July 2014

Ashley Gibbins 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
www.itwalliance.com
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	Issue 166 : mid-July 2014                                                          www.itwalliance.com


	Contents

Job shop 

Enabling the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.

Working with the Alliance 

Travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance.
News 
News items of interest to travel journalists.
Leads 

Story ideas and angles from travel partners and their agencies.

What’s on 

Annual or special events, celebrations and commemorations.


	Reasons to write about 

More detailed information on potential features
A place to stay 
New, unusual, interesting or convenient accommodation worldwide.

Travel guides 

Travel guide publishers offering review copies to Alliance members.
 


Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel writers, broadcasters and photographers

· Editor : 
commissioning editors

· Partner : 
travel and tourism industry organisations, or 

· Agency : 
agency representatives with travel or tourism clients
The Alliance press card 
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Ashley Gibbins

Membership No: ITWA 10102
Expires: End May 2013




	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with formal recognition of their status and standing in the profession and a range of opportunities from Alliance travel partners.

For more information contact Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com.
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	Job shop


Here are some of the professional opportunities available on The International Travel Writers Alliance Job Shop. 

The Job Shop has been created to enable the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.

The Alliance’s travel journalists can also :

· set up Job Alerts so as to be notified if a job is posted that matches the journalists skills or interests 

· create an anonymous job seeker profile or upload a CV for potential employers to search through, and 
· access job searching tools and tips 
We hope the Job Shop will become a valuable addition to the range of services offered by the International Travel Writers Alliance.

Jobs on the site : 

	Service Writer General Office 

Greenmark Equipment

Mishawaka, Indiana

Staff writer, tech and telecommunications

CQ Roll Call

Washington, Dist. Columbia

Senior RFP Writer

AGF Investments Inc.

Toronto, Ontario

Writer/Editor

Columbia Association

Columbia, Maryland

Copy Writer and Content Manager 

(starting in August)

Jacada Travel

London 
	Travel Journalist

The Positive Newspaper 

London 

PR Account Manager/B2B Writer – (maternity contract) 

Select Appointments 

Norwich, UK

Reporter, Multimedia - Entertainment and Media 

NBC News 

London


The site also features UK and international job opportunities.

Visit : www.jobtarget.com/home/home.cfm?site_id=14773
	The Alliance Syndication Network


The International Travel Writers Alliance has established the Alliance Syndication Network to enable Alliance journalists to syndicate their features (or links to these features) through the other members in the Network.

By working together in this way, Syndication Network journalists can achieve a far higher circulation for their features.

It will also increase the willingness of travel industry representatives to work with Syndication Network journalists, knowing they will be able to 'deliver' a far greater potential readership reach.

Syndication membership

Although any Alliance member can join the Syndication Network, it is likely to be of greatest benefit to those members who have - or produce features for - online travel magazines, newsletters or blogs, including audio and visual content.

 

The Alliance Syndication Network Directory

The Syndication Network directory lists those Alliance journalists who are looking to work with other Syndicate members - and their publications.

The directory will be updated on a regular basis and archived at www.itwalliance.com click : Networking

The networking approach

Whenever a Syndication Network member produces a travel feature they are welcome to ask other Syndicate members to publish information on the feature and a link to it.

There will always be an understanding that Syndication Network members will only make contact, with other members, when there is genuine synergy between the two.

It is then for Syndication Network members to determine how best to work together.

Joining the Alliance Syndication Network

Alliance journalists looking to join the Syndication Network should email Ashley@itwalliance.com with :

· the name of your online publication

· a brief description of it

· the circulation or reach (if known)

· the link to it, and 

· the best email for other ASN members to contact you on.

The Alliance Syndication Network directory will be updated regularly and archived at www.itwalliance.com click : Networking.

Visit : www.itwalliance.com . Contact : Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com. 
	Working with the Alliance


Partners

Ardtornish

Ardtornish offers guests a range of self catering holiday accommodation located in the beautiful West Coast of Scotland.  

Guests can choose from the dramatic Victorian Self Catering Apartments in Ardtornish House to a variety of traditional stone Holiday Cottages, and our latest venture, the Bunkhouse. 
All enjoy views and rural setting in this uniquely located West Coast Estate. 
Visit : www.ardtornishestate.co.uk. Contact : Kathryn McLaughlin at kathryn@ardtornish.co.uk
The Big Bend

The Big Bend is named for the vast curve of the Rio Grande in remote southwest Texas. 

It is a wildly beautiful natural region, with a complex and fascinating history. Over one million acres of public land including Big Bend National Park and Big Bend Ranch State Park offer hiking, camping, river running, horse riding, mountain bicycling, jeep touring and abundant sightseeing opportunities on paved and improved roads. 

Accommodations run the range from convenient and comfortable to resort luxury.

A few remarkable communities near Big Bend National Park: Marathon, Terlingua and Study Butte, Terlingua Ghost Town, and Lajitas, offer services, amenities, and entertainment.

A variety of guided outdoor activities are available. Big Bend is a diverse region with endless possibilities for adventure and discovery.

Visit : www.visitbigbend.com. Contact : Natalie Pattillo at natalie@visitbigbend.com. 

Adriaticadventure.com

For travellers looking to enjoy the Croatian capital Dubrovnik.


Visit : www.adriaticadventure.com. Contact : Milena Cakalo at milena@adriaticadventure.com.

Mons Region Tourist Office, Belgium

The Mons Region Tourist Office provides information about the area of Mons and organizes guided tours, daytrips and city trips.

The Mons Region Tourist Office also welcomes journalists in collaboration with the Belgian Tourist Offices of Wallonia and Brussels.

It is involved in the development of projects linked with the UNESCO sites, Mons 2015 European Capital of Culture and the memorial tourism in the frame of the commemorations 2014/2018.

Visit : www.monsregion.be. Contact : Michel Vasko at michel.vasko@ville.mons.be.

The Convention and Visitors Bureau of Nice, France 


Nice, on the French Riviera in the South of France a city of multiple perfumes and flavours with the gentle lifestyle is as much due to the city's beauty as to its exceptional climate.
The Cours Saleya and its markets will reveal their unexpected treasures and stimulate taste-buds. 

Flower markets, fruit and vegetable markets, fish markets.

The Old City - with its picturesque narrow streets has even more treasures in store.
Visit : www.en.nicetourisme.com. Contact : Nadja Graf at nadja.graf@otcnice.com.

Whistling Arrow (Asia)

Whistling Arrow creates and manages a select number of highly distinctive small group adventures in Asia. These range from unique pilgrimage treks around sacred peaks in the Tibetan Himalaya to amazing island – hopping expeditions in Northern Palawan, The Philippines. 

All its trips are culturally immersive and original in design and allow our clients to explore the wilder more awe-inspiring corners of the world’s most diverse continent.

Visit : www.whistlingarrow.com. Contact :  Adrian Bottomley at adrian@whistlingarrow.com.

Agencies 

Wixhill (UK)

Wixhill is a PR agency specialising in travel, lifestyle and food.

Visit : www.wixhill.co.uk. Contact : Tim Fordham-Moss at tim@wixhill.co.uk.
	News


United Nations recognizes civil rights sites in Birmingham, Alabama

UNESCO, the United Nations Organization for Education, Science and Culture, has named Birmingham's key civil rights locations a "World Memory Site."

The historic Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, one of the sites to receive the international status, was bombed by Ku Klux Klansmen in 1963, killing four young girls and becoming a pivotal part of America's Civil Rights Movement. 
The designation is a step toward the city's goal to gain "World Heritage" status..

Visit : www.en.unesco.org and www.inbirmingham.com. Contact : Della Tully at della.tully@btinternet.com. 

Fred. Olsen 2016 ‘South America Explorer’ cruise 

 

Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines’ has announced its Balmoral’s 46-night ‘South America Explorer’, which departs from Southampton on 19 January 2016. 

The cruise will take in 16 destinations, with seven ports of call in the Brazil.

Visit : www.fredolsencruises.com. Contact : Rachael Jackson at rachael.jackson@fredolsen.co.uk. 
Caramel, Crete

The 5-star Caramel Grecotel Boutique Resort has opened on the longest beach in Crete on the Cretan Riviera.

The hotel is set within lawns, tiered gardens and stone paths, which  link the main building to the beach and the village‐style accommodation designed like a Mediterranean island settlement. 

Visit : www.caramelbeach.com. Contact : Judy Smith at judy.smith@grecotel.com. 

Bougainvillea, Kerala, India

Marari Villas will open Bougainvillea, on the shores of the Arabian Sea, on 1 October 2014.

The property is located on a secluded beach at Mararikulam, a fishing village in Central Kerala. Bougainvillea is one of four boutique properties managed by Marari Villas. 

Visit : www.mararivillas.com. Contact : Simone Kane at simone@lbbcreative.co.uk.

Cassia

 

Hospitality group Banyan Tree has launched a new brand, Cassia, which will offer one and two-bedroom units with flexible living and dining options.

Visit : www.banyantree.com. Contact : Samantha Burgess-Allen at samantha.burgessallen@banyantree.com.

Kennedy Space Center, Cape Canaveral, Florida 

The Kennedy Space Center has opened its new “Great Balls of Fire” interactive exhibit, which provides guests with an in-depth and hands-on experience as they learn about asteroids, comets and meteorites. 

Great Balls of Fire allows guests to discover the risks that these space projectiles present to our planet and explores how we keep track of near-Earth objects while examining the effects of possible impacts.

 

The exhibition will run until 4 January 2015.

Visit : www.KennedySpaceCenter.com. Contact : Nancy Glasgow at nancy@bitner.com.

Shanti Maurice, Mauritius

 

Shanti Maurice, Mauritius is supporting the Whole World Water campaign.

It is the first hotel in Mauritius to join this global initiative, demonstrating its commitment to the sustainable development of tourism and support for local communities.

 

Launched in early 2013, Whole World Water was developed to provide clean and safe drinking water to almost one billion people currently in need. 

The campaign also works to address the environmental risk of the tourism industry's use of plastic, single-use water bottles.

 

Visit : www.shantimaurice.com and www.wholeworldwater.co. Contact : gsciortino@prco.com.

The Capital Wheel, Maryland USA

 

Maryland’s newest attraction, the Capital Wheel, which has a 42 climate-controlled gondolas, is located the National Harbor. 

The panoramic views include the White House, US Capitol, National Mall and the newly restored Washington Monument.

 

Rotating 180 feet above the Potomac River, the Capital Wheel also offers catering from celebrity Chef, Wolfgang Puck.

 

Visit : www.thecapitalwheel.com and www.CapitalRegionUSA.co.uk. Contact : Jo Thomas at jo.thomas@kbctravelgroup.com.

G Adventures 

G Adventures has launched a range of new nautical itineraries in Cuba, Turkey and the British Virgin Islands. 

The small-group adventure operator also offers sailing trips in the Greek Islands, Thailand and Croatia. 

All itineraries vary in length from four to 15 days. The yachts and catamarans carry a maximum of eight or 14 travellers. Aspiring sailors can also learn the ropes, receiving pointers from expert skippers and even taking the wheel themselves.

Visit : www.gadventures.co.uk. Contact : Casey Mead at caseym@gadventures.com. 
Bruges Beer Museum, Flanders

The Bruges Beer Museum, which opened on 5 July 2014, is located on the Market Square.

The three storey museum will include a tasting room for up to 200 visitors and two other floors of interactive features. 

Visit : www.brugesbeermuseum.be. Contact : Anita at anita@visitflanders.co.uk.

Heathrow Terminal 2 : The Queen’s Terminal

Her Majesty The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh have officially opened Heathrow's new Terminal 2: The Queen’s Terminal.

The new terminal is a £2.5 billion project and marks the latest phase of an £11 billion private sector investment that has transformed Heathrow for passengers. 

Terminal 2 is now home to United, Air Canada, ANA and Air China and will eventually have 26 airlines by the end of 2014.

Visit : www.heathrow.com. Contact : media_centre@heathrow.com

Tulip Island, Amsterdam

The Vondelpark in Amsterdam has added an attraction called Tulip Island, which is a garden where people can pick their own tulips. 

Normally tulips flower in the spring, but by using specially prepared ice-tulips Tulip Island will be able to offer a tulip-picking garden through to 7 September.

Visit : www.tulip-island.com. Contact : Jorrit Koeman at info@tulip-island.com.

Celebrity Cruises and Great British Chefs 

Luxury cruise company Celebrity Cruises has established a partnership with leading food and recipe website, Great British Chefs, which will showcase a variety of recipes and ingredients from a number of global destinations inspired by cities, towns and harbours on offer from a Celebrity Cruises’ holiday.

Great British Chefs provides food lovers with recipes, tips and how-to videos from over 100 chefs with 120 Michelin Stars between them.

Visit : www.celebritycruises.co.uk and www.greatbritishchefs.com. Contact : Louise James at LouiseJames@celebritycruises.com.

Fraser Island's Humpback whales, Australia

The Southern Humpback migration season starts on Queensland's Fraser Island in August.

Since the whale watching tours in the calm, protected waters off World Heritage-listed Fraser Island – the world's largest sand island -  in the late 80s, inquisitive Humpbacks have been drawn by the desire to socialise.

This region of Queensland coastline is one of only two places in the world where the humpback whales take time out of their migration south to socialise, rest, nurture and perform.

Whale spotting is so prolific in Platypus Bay, during the official season that runs from 1 August until 31 October that operators offer a money-back guarantee for Humpback sightings.

Fraser Island is just offshore from Hervey Bay on Queensland's east coast and Kingfisher Bay Resort passenger and vehicle ferry services depart daily from River Heads

Visit : www.kingfisherbay.com. Contact Jodi Clark at media@kingfisherbay.com.

Secret Compass

Pioneering expedition and adventure travel company Secret Compass has unveiled its expedition destination list for 2014-15, which includes Afghanistan, Arunachal Pradesh, Sierra Leone and Kyrgyzstan.
	· Malawi (August 2014): a trek to summit the country's 3000m+ Mount Mulanje.

· Ethiopia (October 2014): a recce-styled MTB exploration of the Simien Range (UNESCO).

· Kilimanjaro (October 2014): aiding wounded soldiers on a 'Grand Slam' summit attempt.

· Arunachal Pradesh (November 2014): a remote and exploratory trek in the Indian Himalayas.
	· Panama (April 2015): trek the notorious Darien Gap jungles hunting for petroglyphs.

· Iraqi Kurdistan (April 15): winter mountaineering trek to the region's highest peaks.

· Sierra Leone (May 2015): a pack-raft descent of the Moa river, from Guinea to the coast.

· Kyrgyzstan (September 2015): a recce-styled MTB expedition to explore the Talas Range.


Bespoke/filming projects are also underway in Mongolia, Namibia and Greenland.

Places on each expedition are limited to 12. 

Secret Compass also arranges bespoke expeditions and tailor-made adventure travel experiences for individuals, couples, groups, charities and organisations, and manages TV and filming projects in remote and wild environments.  

Visit : www.secretcompass.com. Contact : Kerry O'Neill at OKerry@secretcompass.com.

	Leads


The Official Tourist Board Guides 

The Official Tourist Board Guides, which are now in their 39th year, provide a comprehensive source of information for visitors looking to stay in the UK. 

The three Guides cover :

· B&B and Hotels

· Self Catering

· Camping, Touring & Holiday Parks

There are over 20,000 places to stay, all of which are independent and star-rated. 

The Guides also contain the regional tourism contacts and tourist information centre’s for each regional section so visitors can contact them in advance and find out what’s going on in the area they plan to visit. 

The guides are published by Hudson’s Media and under license from VisitEngland/VisitBritain. 

Most hotels and bed and breakfast establishments in Britain have a star rating from one of the four assessing bodies – VisitEngland, VisitScotland, Visit Wales or the AA. 

The Guides, which are priced at £8.99 (the Camping, Touring & Holiday Parks Guide £7.99) can be ordered online and bought from major book retailers and Amazon.

Visit : www.visitor-guides.co.uk. Contact: Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.

The West Virginia Mountain Music Trail

The sounds of Bluegrass, Gospel, Folk and Country can be heard along the country roads of West Virginia with the state’s new Mountain Music Trail (MMT). 

Devoted to promoting and presenting the traditional music, dance, and folkways of the Allegheny Mountain region, the trail travels through the five counties of Monroe, Greenbrier, Pocahontas, Randolph and Tucker, which are connected by the Highway 219 corridor.  

Music was once the primary means of entertainment for isolated communities, especially the people of the Appalachian Mountains in the 19th and early 20th centuries who developed a unique style of music.  

Whether playing old time, bluegrass, ethnic, folk, country or gospel, music brought families and people of a small community together.  

Today, this traditional music lives on through family heritage and musicians schooled in the art by way of mentoring and living among those who learned from their elders.   

Visit : www.mountainmusictrail.com and visit www.wvtourism.com. Contact : Jane Wilson at  wv@attachecommunications.co.uk.

Grape Escapes, Italy 

Grape Escapes is offering tours to some of Piedmont's finest wineries and visits to one of the world's newest UNESCO World Heritage sites. 

Grape Escapes is a specialist wine tour operator, offering wine tours to France, Spain, Portugal and Italy. 

Grape Escapes offer a broad range of wine tasting tours and trips to vineyards in :

Ribera del Duero and Rioja in Spain

Tuscany in Italy, Porto in Portugal, and 

the main French wine regions: Champagne, Bordeaux, Burgundy, The Rhône, The Loire and Provence. 

Visit : www.grapeescapes.net. Contact : Anna Wolstenholme at anna@representationplus.co.uk.

The Eastern and Oriental Express and Save Wild Tigers

The Eastern and Oriental Express, South-East Asia’s  luxury train, is partnering with Save Wild Tigers on a special journey. 

The train will be renamed the ‘Eastern & Oriental Tiger Express’ and leave Singapore on 2 October, travelling through Malaysia and Thailand with a contribution from each booking given to the charity.

Highlights include two nights aboard the train, a night at Raffles Singapore and Mandarin Oriental, Bangkok, tickets to a star-studded gala evening in Kuala Lumpur and onboard lectures by tiger experts. 

There will also be the chance to bid for a crystal-encrusted tiger head whilst on the train, which was created especially for this collaboration.

Visit : belmond.com. Contact : Samantha Strawford at samantha.strawford@belmond.com.

Foto Ruta

Foto Ruta runs tours and experiences in Buenos Aires, London, Barcelona, and Santiago as well as pop up events in New York.

Foto Ruta was founded in Buenos Aires with the intention of offering tourists and locals a creative and inspiring way to explore the city and learn how to take great photos.

The words ‘Foto Ruta’ are Spanish and can be translated directly as ‘Photo Route.’

Visit : www.foto-ruta.co.uk. Contact : Claire McKeever at clairem@foto-ruta.com.

Marquesas Island Adventure Cruises, Polynesia

Marquesas Island Adventure Cruises has commissioned a new ship, to be named Aranui 5, which will operate between Tahiti and the Marquesas Islands.

Planned excursions from the ship include : 

· snorkelling in the lagoons of Tuamotu

· a visit to the towering cliffs and waterfalls of Nuku Hiva

· a trip to Gauguin’s former home and grave on Hiva Oa, and 

· jeep trips to explore unspoiled jungles, mountain villages and ancient temples

In addition to shore trips, the sailing route takes passengers past wild and rugged scenery as the ship operates a dual role as passenger cruiser and essential supply cargo ship for the residents of the Marquesas’ remote villages and valleys.

Visit :  www.aranui.com. Contact : Debra Taylor at debra.taylor@toucanmoon.com.

Creek Ranch, Haines City Florida

One of Florida’s history-steeped ranches, the 1400-acre, third-generation-owned Creek Ranch in Haines City Florida, has become the girlfriend getaway.

The Ranch offers a group of  girl friends the chance to experience an iconic American lifestyle with horseback riding and watching more than 90 species of birds in their natural Everglades habitat.

Horseback riding is available for all levels of riders under the guidance of two Creek Ranch "cowboys" and there's also mountain biking and clay pigeon shooting.

The accommodations are in the main ranch house, called the Bunk House.

Visit : www.creekranch.net. Contact : Martha Morano at mmorano@sanctuare.com.

Summer is New Hampshie, USA

Summer is New Hampshire is the states busiest travel season, with the three summer months of June, July, and August accounting for more than 40% of visits.

 

Most of the visitors for the summer season will be from New England, the Middle Atlantic States, and eastern Canada although the number of visitors from Europe is increasing.

 

VisitNH offers information and advice for outdoor adventure, entertainment, culinary tourism.
Visit : www.visitnh.gov. Contact : Tai Freligh at tai.freligh@dred.state.nh.us. 
Exbury Gardens, the New Forest, UK

Exbury Gardens is a 200 acre woodland garden in the New Forest known for its unrivalled collections of spring and early summer flowering trees and shrubs.

Visit : www.exbury.co.uk. Contact : Vicky Scott at : Vicky.scott@exbury.co.uk. 
Solo Cruising

With solo cruising is on the rise, many cruise companies are now providing a range of services and discounted rates to cater for those travelling on their own.

Jetline Cruise, the specialist cruise travel agent, has a variety of mini-cruises available, with cruise lines including Cunard, Fred. Olsen, NCL, and Holland America Line all offer single cabins with no supplement.

Jetline Cruise is an independent, specialist cruise travel agent offering the full range of cruise holidays, from unique itineraries to special tailor-made packages.

 For further press information contact Samantha at Gosh PR on 020 7367 6745 or email samantha@goshpr.co.uk or Hannah@goshpr.co.uk

Visit : www.jetlinecruise.com. Contact : Hannah at hannah@goshpr.co.uk.

Kerry Vale Vineyard, Shropshire UK

Kerry Vale Vineyard, located near Montgomery is a small, family run, English vineyard situated on the Welsh/English border of rural Shropshire.

 

Planted in 2010 and covering six acres of farmland, the vineyard is in an area of outstanding natural beauty.

Visit : www.kerryvalvineyard.co.uk. Contact : kerryvalevineyard@gmail.com

The Skywalk, Grand Canyon West

The Grand Canyon Skywalk,  built in 2007,  is a glass, horseshoe-shaped bridge that enables visitors to walk beyond the canyon walls 4,000 feet above the riverbed.

 Visit : www.grandcanyonwest.com. Contact : Ziva Werber at hualapaitourism@hotels-hotline.com.

	What’s on 


Summer festivals in Brittany, France

Every summer, music festivals are held in the towns, countryside and coastline of Brittany :

Astropolis, a 4-day techno extravaganza in Brest 

3-6 July 2014 

Visit : www.astropolis.org
Les Vieilles Charrues, Glastonbury’s Gallic cousin in Carhaix 

17-20 July 2014 

Visit : www.vieillescharrues.asso.fr.

La Route du Rock, a major league rock festival in Saint-Malo 

14-16 August 2014 

Visit : www.laroutedurock.com.

Festival Interceltique de Lorient, Brittany's biggest Celtic music festival  in Lorient 

1-10 August 2014

 www.festival-interceltique.com

Festival de Cornouaille, the daddy of Breton cultural festivals in Quippier

22-27 August 2014

Visit : www.festival-cornouaille.com
Jazz à Vannes, the pre-eminent jazz festival in Brittany in Vannes

28 July – 2 August 2014

Visit : www.jazzavannes.fr
Fest Jazz, a succesful Anglo-French jazz festival  in Châteauneuf-du-Faou

25-27 July 2014

Visit : www.fest-jazz.com
Visit : www.brittanytourism.com. Contact : Céline Badde at c-badde@brittanytourism.com.
Festivals on Exmoor, Devon UK

A number of annual summer events take pleace in the Exmoor National Park.

Somersault Festival

17 – 21 July 2014

Castle Hill, on the North Devon border, is the venue for the new Somersault Festival, which is a five day summer camp of music, theatre,adventure and outdoor living with Jack Johnson and Ben Howard headlining.

For fans of classic cars, the Castle Hill Car Festival is a weekend featuring classic cars, supercars, the Track Sprint Challenge, arena events, food and drink pavilion and the Abarth Stunt Plane.

Visit : www.castlehilldevon.co.uk. 
Dunster Country Fair

30 July 2014

The Dunster Country Fair held in the Dunster Castle Lawns has dog shows, equestrian events,  clay pigeon shooting, an archery display and plenty of food and liquid refreshment.

Visit : www.dunstercountryfair.co.uk. 
The Dunster Show

The Dunster Show, an agricultural show, provides an opportunity to see the best of Somerset farming and livestock. 

It also has some of the best entertainment in West Somerset.

Visit : www.thedunstershow.co.uk.

The Exmoor Pony Festival

9 – 17 August 2014

The Exmoor Pony Festival combines pony shows, rides, walks and special herd open days and the Exmoor Pony breed and the free-running herds in their native landscape.

The Festival is timed to coincide with the Exmoor Pony Society's annual Breed Show on Wednesday 13 August at the Exford Show.

Visit : www.visit-exmoor.co.uk.

The Watchet Live Music Festival 

22 to 24 August 2014

The Watchet Live Music Festival  is West Somerset's largest outdoor performing art and music festival.  

Visit : www.watchetfestival.co.uk .  

Visit : www.visit-exmoor.co.uk. Contact : Jane Adkins at jane@aheadforpr.co.uk. 
The Route 66 Festival

14 to 17 August 2014

The annual Route 66 Festival, which takes place in Flagstaff and surrounding areas, features a wide array of acclaimed and award winning authors and artists, as well as leading collectors of Route 66 memorabilia. 

Visit : www.route66kingmanfestival.com. Contact : info@kingmanchamber.org.

The 2014 Aspendos Opera and Ballet Festival, Antalya, Turkey

30 August to 24 September 2014

Turkey's Antalya region is know as the Turkish riviera, with its beaches and holiday resorts set against pine forests. 

The annual Aspendos Opera and Ballet Festival will include the operas Aida, La Traviata, Tosca, Attila, Harem, Hercules and Notre Dame de Paris. 

The Festival will be held in the Roman auditorium for an audience of 10,000.

Visit : www.aspendosfestival.gov.tr. Contact :  turkeytourism@redmintcomms.co.uk.

5th Annual Boston Local Food Festival

14 September 2015

Boston Local Food Festival - New England's Largest One-Day Farmers Market & Celebration of Local Food gives visitors the chance to learn about the benefits of sustainably grown and produced food.

This free outdoor event features local restaurants, farms, fishers, specialty food producers, food trucks, and food and fitness-related organizations. 

Visit : www.bostonlocalfoodfestival.org. Contact : nicola@thewilliamsagency.net  

Celebrate Bandera, Texax

29 to 31 August 2014

 

Celebrate Bandera, highlights the towns place in history as one of the major staging areas for the over six million head of longhorn cattle that were driven up the Great Western Trail to markets in Kansas and Nebraska.

Bandera, promoted as the Cowboy Capital of the World, is a classic Old West town, with its cowboy culture, and horse-friendly hitching posts. 

Visit : www.celebratebandera.com. Contact : Genie Strickland at coordinator@celebratebandera.com.

The 11th annual Melton Mowbray Food Festival, UK

4 and 5 October 2014.

 

The Melton Mowbray Food Festival, one of the largest regional foodfestivals, is promoted as the UK's Rural Capital of Food.

 

Over 150 exhibitors will be showcasing their produce at the Festival including traditional Melton Mowbray Pork Pies and Stilton Cheese and alcoholic ice creams, artisan cheeses, gold-infused champagne, chocolate kebabs, gourmet British game.

Visit : www.meltonmowbrayfoodfestival.co.uk. Contact : Lin Machin at

info@meltonmowbrayfoodfestival.co.uk.

The Frys.com Open, Nappa Valley, California

8 to 12 October 2014

The Frys.com Open, part of the PGA tour, will be held this year at Silverado Resort and Spa on the property’s north course. 

Visit : www.frysopengolf.com and www.silveradoresort.com. Contact : Tom Fuller at tom@fullerandsander.com.

The Ringling International Arts Festival, Sarasota, Florida

15 to 18 October 2014

The Ringling International Arts Festival has a programme of contemporary dance, jazz, puppetry, world music, nouveau cirque and sci-fi fantasy in the 66 acre Ringling Estate overlooking the bay.

Performances include: 

· Tangram, an act from Berlin featuring ballerina Cristiana Casadio and circus artist Stefan Sing

· The Intergalactic Nemesis, Book One: Target Earth; a one of a kind theatrical mash-up of radio drama and graphic novel, and

· The Table; a puppetry display from Blind Summit Theatre in London.

There is also nightly Jazz Sunsets on the Bay.
Sarasota County is located on the West Coast of Florida, 45 minutes from Tampa and  one and half hour’s drive from Orlando. 

The area has white sand beaches, wildlife and a string of unspoilt natural islands, comprising what is referred to as ‘hidden Florida’. 

Visit : www.ringling.org and www.visitsarasota.org. Contact : Claire Barrett at claire@goshpr.co.uk.

Yukon Sourdough Rendezvous Festival

Annually (February)

Near the end of February, after a few months of sub-zero temperatures, Yukoners cut loose and take part in the annual Yukon Sourdough Rendezvous Festival. 

A kind of Mardi Gras, Rendezvous" is a week of wintertime silliness and celebration. 

Downtown Whitehorse assumes a carnival atmosphere as streets are closed for games, concerts and snow carving, and individuals test their skills and stamina in northern contests like chainsaw chucking, axe throwing or flour packing. 

Canadian and American aircraft putting on the annual Rendezvous Air Show at Whitehorse International Airport.

Visit : www.travelyukon.com. Contact : Lisa Chamberlain at Lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com.

Art Alfresco on Tresco, Scilly Isles, UK

Until September 2014

The small  isle of Tresco is staging an outdoor art exhibition entitled An Island on Canvas; Art Alfresco on Tresco. 

Landscape artist, Anthony Garratt, has been capturing the island’s dramatic scenery on canvas at four locations across the Scilly Isles. His works are now being exhibited at the very spot where they were painted.

Visit : www.ow.ly/ykE9W. Contact : Rishika Sharma at Rishika.Sharma@visitengland.org. 
Liverpool Biennial

To 26 October 2014

Liverpool Biennial brings together a programme of newly commissioned and existing artwork  in diverse locations, including unusual and unexpected public spaces as well as the city’s galleries, museums and cultural venues.

Visit : www.liverpoolbiennial.co.uk. Contact : Rishika Sharma at Rishika.Sharma@visitengland.org. 
	Reasons to write about


Ghost town Colorado, USA

Colorado’s ghost towns offer visitors an insight into the towns which were once home to the legends of the Wild West.  

The thriving mining towns of yesteryear, often populated with cowboys, outlaws and saloons, are today an eerie step back in time with deserted structures, often providing a rare opportunity for visitors to experience life in the nineteenth century.  

Many of the towns were abandoned when gold trade production diminished and many were bypassed with the introduction of highways. 

Colorado has 15 ghost town sites easily accessible for visitors across the state : 

St. Elmo and Tin Cup

St. Elmo, situated west of Buena Vista, is one of state’s best-preserved ghost towns. 

Akin to the set of a John Wayne movie, a tour of the the dusty Main Street takes visitors past abandoned saloons, wooden storefronts and even private homes to peer through the window frames.  

From St. Elmo visitors can then make their way on to the infamous neighbouring town of Tin Cup, providing an opportunity to explore the town’s history that was once home to many intense showdowns with a full cemetery as proof.

Ashcroft

Ashcroft is a former mining town located 10 miles outside of Aspen. 

Following the extinction of silver from the mining town, the people slowly left the area with the ghosts being said to have moved in shortly after!  

Preserved by the Aspen Historical Society the area is popular with visitors that visit the empty buildings, stables and saloons.  

Guests can also enjoy a guided tour of the jail while soaking in the ghostly essence of the town.  

Cripple Creek

For some further ghostly encounters a visit to Cripple Creek will greatly increase your chances of experiencing the paranormal.  

Mystery has surrounded this town that flourished with gold between 1890 and 1910 with over 500 mines producing a staggering 22,400,000 ounces.  

Cripple Creek, for many years, has been bound by tales of ghost sightings alongside legendary stories of the spirit of a young girl that inhabits Buffalo Billy’s Casino and is rumoured to make glasses fly across its bars.   

Other haunted sites include the Colorado Grande Casino, the Hotel St. Nicholas and the Mt. Pisgah Cemetery that all offer tours around Halloween.

The Stanley Hotel is another famous location due to its inspiration of noted author Stephen King.  King wrote popular novel “The Shining” following his stay at the 102-year-old hotel in Estes Park.  

The hotel also offers visitors a popular ghost tour putting visitor’s valour to test with a tour taking in the most haunted parts of the hotel that includes an unnerving underground tunnel.

Visit : www.colorado.com. Contact : Melissa at melissa@cellet.co.uk.

Brazil on horseback

In The Saddle offers several different travel itineraries to enable guests to participate in an equestrian adventure across Brazil. 

With some of the most spectacular beach riding in the world, travellers can ride along the coastal areas or visit the southern states and Pantanal region.

In The Saddle's Bahia Beach Ride, situated in the north-east of Brazil, provides riders with the opportunity to stay in colourful guesthouses, canter across wide sandy beaches and explore mangrove forests, rainforests and cliff paths. 

Located  in Brazil's southernmost state, Rio Grande do Sul, the Canyons and Waterfalls horseback adventure begins close to the border of the Aparados da Serra National Park. 

The ride crosses the high plateau, through open pasture and canyons that can be up to 700m deep! 

In The Saddle's Pantenal Experience is based in the State of Mato Gross do Sul, which is in the central west of Brazil. 

This is the largest wetlands of the Americas, known for the rich variety of flora, fauna, exotic birds, fish, mammals and reptiles.

Visit : www.inthesaddle.com. Contact : Lauren Barber at lauren@g-gee.com.

Gay Vermont

Vermont, in the New England region of the northeastern United States and the only New England state not on the Atlantic Ocean. 

Lake Champlain forms half of Vermont's western border, which it shares with the state of New York and the Green Mountains are within the state. 

Vermont is bordered by Massachusetts to the south, New Hampshire to the east across the Connecticut River, New York to the west and the Canadian province of Quebec to the north.

The Vermont Gay Tourism Association and the Vermont Tourism are dedicated to maintaining the Green Mountain State’s popularity among the LGBT community

 

LGBT visitors from around the world are encouraged to come to Vermont, which was the first State to legally recognize gay couples when it created civil unions, and it’s the first state to pass marriage equality through the legislature (not the courts).


A gay friendly place to stay in Vermont 

The treehouse at Moose Meadow

 

Located  within the luscious Green Mountains of Waterbury - the treehouse at Moose Meadow is owned and operated by Willie Docto, of the Vermont Gay Tourism Association and his partner.

The treehouse sits between grand pine trees and overlooks lakes and local wildlife.

Visit : www.moosemeadowlodge.com.

Annual gay events in Vermont include Vermont Pride, in September, which is Northern New England’s premier LGBT Pride celebration and Winter Rendezvous in Stowe, which attracts hundreds of GLBTQ enthusiasts.

 

Visit : www.pridevt.com and www.winterrendezvous.com.

Visit : www.vermont.org/visitors and www.vermontgaytourism.com. Contact : Caroline Donaldson-Sinclair at caroline@wixhill.co.uk.

Horse riding in Bulgaria

For the first time, In The Saddle are offering a horseback holiday to relatively unexplored Bulgaria in Southeast Europe.

Known for being the bridge between Europe and Asia, over a third of the country is forest and provides a natural habitat for many animals, including wolves, brown bears, golden jackal and wild cats.

The Balkan Mountains run for over 600km and divide Bulgaria into two distinctive halves, providing a landscape that lends itself to horse riding. 

Embarking on one of In The Saddle's Balkan Trails allows competent riders to discover the many rock formations, caves, ancient trees and high waterfalls that Bulgaria has to offer. 

Visit : www.inthesaddle.com. Contact : Lauren Barber at  lauren@g-gee.com.

Vaya Adventures 

Vaya Adventures, which offers bespoke vacations in South America, has produced a shortlist of distinctive lodgings in five South America countries.

Chile 

The Hotel Refugia Chiloe on Chiloe’s archipelago in Chilean Patagonia is an avant-garde, 12-room luxury hotel created of local materials to blend with an off-the-beaten-track landscape dotted about with houses built on stilts. 

While few people know about this region or include it in their trip to Chile, colonial-era wooden churches in Achao, Chonchi and Quinchao are UNESCO World Heritage sites. 

Visit :www.refugia.cl. 
 

Peru 

Titilaka Lodge sits on a private peninsula on Lake Titicaca in the high Andes, with four acres of grounds and two private beaches enjoyed from 18 lake-view accommodations, wrap-around terraces and a private jetty. 

There is also the unique option of sailing on Lake Titicaca. 

Visit : www.titilaka.com.

Ecuador 
Hacienda Zuleta is a restored 17th century country estate on 4,000 acres in an Andean valley two hours from Quito. 

It is owned by the family of two former Ecuadorian presidents. 

This working hacienda with 14 guest rooms features a dairy and cheese factory, a trout farm, a flock of sheep, an embroidery shop creating exceptionally high quality textiles, and a stable of Zuleteño horses available for guests to ride while gazing at mountains and volcanoes.  

Active in conservation and preservation, the hacienda surrounded by native forest has its own Andean condor recovery project. Nearby are several pre-Colombian burial mounds that are often studied by visiting archeologists. 

Visit : www.zuleta.com.

Brazil

Cristalino Jungle Lodge sits within a private rainforest reserve and ecological sanctuary in the southern Brazilian Amazon. 

Here in the state of Mato Grosso, the River Cristalino provides the only access (by boat) to the lodge.

One highlight is a 50-meter observation tower that rises over the forest canopy, ideal for viewing some of the vast number of bird and animal species.

A large number of endemic species such as the white-cheeked spider monkey, red-nosed saki, cryptic forest falcon, crimson-bellied conure and black-girdled barbet can be found only in this area of the Amazon. 

Visit : www.cristalinolodge.com.br/en.

Argentina 

Estancia Cristina, established 100 years ago and among the oldest pioneer ranches in Patagonia, offers accommodations for 20 guests in five cabins on a lake adjoining Los Glaciares National Park. 

The lodge is accessed after a two-hour boat ride from El Calafate. 

From here guests may explore the 35-mile-long Upsala Glacier, the largest glacier in South America, winding off of the Southern Patagonia Ice Cap. 

Visit : www.estanciacristina.com.

Visit : www.vayaadventures.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com.

Great Oxfordshire Outdoors, UK

Experience Oxfordshire has launched Great Oxfordshire Outdoors, a campaign to celebrate the county's  natural environment.

The campaign will focus on Oxfordshire's  villages with thatched cottages and  pubs, countryside with green meadows, flowering gardens and forests.

The county offers :
The gardens of Blenheim Palace

Surrounding the UNESCO World Heritage Site, these 2,000 acres of parkland and gardens were landscaped by Capability Brown and have some of the most stunning views in England. 

Visit : www.blenheimpalace.com. 
The Cotswold Wildlife Park

The Cotswold Wildlife Park is home to wildlife from around the world including rhinos, giraffes and lions .

From mid-July to end of August, falconry displays take place every weekend. 

Visit : www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk. 
The Official Walking Tours of Oxford

The Official Walking Tours of Oxford are themed to focus on Harry Potter, Alice, Inspector Morse, Tolkien and CS Lewis and architecture.

Visit : www.oxfordwalkingtours.com.

Visit : www.visitoxfordandoxfordshire.com. Contact : Ulrike Werner at press@visitoxfordshire.org. 

Bursa and Cumalikizik and and Izmir's Pergamon, Turkey

Bursa and Cumalikizik, known as 'The Birthplace of the Ottoman Empire', and Izmir's Pergamon have been added to UNESCO’s World Heritage List.

With the addition of Bursa and Pergamon, Turkey now has 13 cultural and mixed locations listed as World Heritage sites.

Bursa is the Ottoman Empire's first capital and contains many historical remains from the Empire's founding years, as well as many industrial and natural attractions. 

The 700-year-old village of Cumalikizik is significant in that it has many Ottoman-period buildings that are in a good state of preservation. 

Izmir’s Bergama (Pergamon) was known as Pergamon in ancient times and is considered one of the most important centres for culture and arts of the Hellenistic period. 

Pergamon was a major centre of learning in the ancient world and home to one of the biggest libraries of the Hellenistic period.

The city contains remains from the Hellenistic, Roman, East Roman and Ottoman period, while ancient Pergamon consists of nine sites including the acropolis, seven tumuli or burial mounds and the rock-cut Kybele Holy Site.

The other sites include :

· the Historic Areas of Istanbul

· the Great Mosque and Hospital of Divrigi

· Mount Nemrut

· Goreme National Park and Cappadocia

· Hierapolis-Pamukkale

· the City of Safranbolu

· the Selimiye Mosque, and

· the Neolithic Site of Catalhoyuk.

Visit : whc.unesco.org and www.gototurkey.co.uk. Contact : Rebecca Erol

at turkeytourism@redmintcomms.co.uk.

	A place to stay 


La Residencia in Deia, Mallorca
The Belmond La Residencia in Deia, Mallorca has introduced an innovative underwater scooter experience, allowing guests to explore the island’s marine life from a new perspective.

The four-hour adventure begins with a chauffeur-driven journey from the hotel to the coast. 

A scenic route takes guests through the mountain villages of Banyalbufar and Estellencs, where terraced hillsides reach down to the sea.

Arriving at the pretty port of Andratx, participants will head out to sea with an expert team before entering the water on a motorised scooter, breathing through a special headpiece as they marvel at colourful fish, starfish and sea urchins.

Visit : www.belmond.com/la-residencia-mallorca. Contact : Samantha Strawford at samantha.strawford@belmond.com.

On the River, Woodstock, Vermont USA

On the River, a new 30-bedroom hotel has opened in the historic village of Woodstock.

The first USA property for the family-owned and managed Zanzibar and Palacina Collections, On the River overlooks a quiet bend in the Ottauquechee River 

Woodstock was adopted by the Rockefeller family for its classic white clapboard buildings surrounding a picture perfect village green, the town has been named “the prettiest small town in America”.

Visit : www.onttheriverwoodstock.com.

Belmond Villa San Michele, Florence, Italy

The Belmond Villa San Michele, a luxury hillside hotel in Florence, has introduced a Fragrance Butler offering a dedicated scent menu inspired by the hotel and surrounding area. 

The butler offers a range of exclusive services, such as perfuming bed linen and even personalising postcards with guests’ favourite scents.

Belmond guests can also :  

take a perfume-making workshop at Belmond Jimbaran Puri in Bali

purchase jewellery designer Vanessa Tugendhaft’s debut perfume range at Belmond La Residencia in Deia, Mallorca, and 

blend bespoke scents at a local perfume shop on a Belmond Hotel Cipriani’s ‘Tour of the Senses’ in Venice, Italy.

Visit : belmond.com. Contact : Samantha Strawford at samantha.strawford@belmond.com.

The Puente Romano Beach Resort, Marbella

The Puente Romano Beach Resort, is Marbella, a member of The Leading Hotels of the World, is located on the ‘Golden Mile’ between the centre of Marbella and Puerto Banus.

The property is situated in landscape subtropical gardens next to the Mediterranean Sea

The resort has recently undergone a multi-million Euro refurbishment and rebranding.

Visit : www.puenteromano.com. Contact : Claire Mans at claire@masonrose.com.

Park Hyatt Vienna, Austria

The Park Hyatt Vienna, the seventh Park Hyatt property in Europe and the first Hyatt hotel in Austria, has opened.

Situated in Vienna’s new pedestrian Goldenes Quartier and on the Am Hof square, Park Hyatt Vienna occupies a 100-year-old building that formerly served as the headquarters of the Austrian Hungarian Monarchy Bank.

It forms part of Vienna’s First District which is listed as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO. 

The hotel is a short walk from the city’s most important sights, including St. Stephan Cathedral and the Hofburg Palace.

Visit : www.Vienna.park.hyatt.com. Contact : Charlotte Rous at charlotte@grifcopr.com.

Room Mate Aitana, Amsterdam

Room Mate Aitana, Amsterdam, is the latest hotel offering from contemporary Spanish design hotel chain Room Mate Hotels.

The hotel is located on a new artificial island nestled in the heart of Amsterdam and a short walk from both Amsterdam Central Station and the Dam's Square.

Room Mate Hotels can now be found in :
	· Madrid

· Barcelona

· Malaga

· Oviedo

· Granada

· Salamanca
	· New York

· Miami

· Mexico City, and 

· Buenos Aires

· Florence, and 

· Amsterdam


Visit : www.room-matehotels.com. Contact : Georgie Thompson at Georgie@ldrlondon.com. 

Savoy Resort & Spa, the Seychelles

The islands of the Seychelles,  in the middle of the Indian Ocean, offer the beautiful beaches, colourful coral reefs, lush vegetation and turquoise blue water with an average 26 degrees Celsius throughout the year.

The newly opened 5-star Savoy Resort & Spa is located on the Beau Vallon Beach on the Seychelles’ island, Mahé.

Mah’s Beau Vallon Bay is an excellent base for an active beach vacations. 

This section of the coast has a small harbour where snorkelling and sailing trips depart every day and from here, all nearby bays and islands, like Silhouette and Praslin, can easily be reached. 

The resort is working with local companies to provide private charters to glass bottom tours and luxury fishing excursions. 

Sailing, kite boarding, kite surfing, windsurfing, jet-skiing and paragliding are also available.

Visit : www.savoy.sc. Contact: Lisa Meakin at lisa@connectedpr.com.

Elite Island Resorts, the Caribbean

Elite Island Resorts represents a collection of beachfront properties in the Caribbean. 

Offerings range from destination weddings and romantic escapes to family retreats and eco vacations. 

Resorts include: 

· St. James’s Club & Villas, The Verandah Resort & Spa, and Galley Bay Resort & Spa all in Antigua

· St. James’s Club Morgan Bay, Saint Lucia

· Long Bay Beach Club in Tortola

· Palm Island Resort in St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and 

· The Club Barbados Resort & Spa. 

Visit : www.eliteislandresorts.com. Contact : Cherise Stevens at cherise@cam-pr.com.

Daios Cove Luxury Resort & Villas, Crete

Daios Cove Luxury Resort & Villas is located in the Eastern Crete, near to Agios Nikolaos.

Visit : www.daioscovecrete.com. Contact : Jess Heslop at Jess@grifcopr.com.

Kittitian Hill, St Kitts

Kittitian Hill, is a sustainable, luxury real estate and hospitality development on the island of St Kitts. 

Belle Mont Farm - the first chapter in the development - opens in December 2014.

Belle Mont Farm is located on a hillside amid 400 acres of steep contours and flat coastal plain on the north coast between Mount Liamuiga and the Caribbean Sea. 

Its 84 Guesthouses and seven, four-bedroom Farmhouses will offer panoramic views of neighbouring islands St Eustatius, St Barths and St Maarten. 

The December launch will also unveil “The Kitchen” restaurant & “The Mill” bar,  “Irie Fields” golf course and “The Workshop” fitness centre. 

Kittitian Hill’s 71-par 18-hole Irie Fields Golf Course has been designed by Ian Woosnam, the 2006 Ryder Cup captain.

Visit : www.kittitianhill.com. Contact : Lallie Fraser at lallie@grifcopr.com. 

Saint Lucia’s Jade Mountain

Travel + Leisure, has named Saint Lucia’s Jade Mountain Top Hotel in the Caribbean, Bermuda, and the Bahamas.

It is the 3rd time that the readers of Travel + Leisure have awarded this distinction to Jade Mountain, the 29-room, AAA Five Diamond luxury resort.

Visit :  www.jademountain.com. Contact : Martha Morano at martha@moranopr.com. 

The Turks and Caicos Resorts 

The Turks and Caicos Islands consist of 40 islands and cays, eight of which are inhabited. 

The islands are located 550 miles southeast of Miami, Florida, just below the Bahamas chain and to the east of Cuba and the island of Hispaniola (Dominican Republic and Haiti.) 

The islands are home to roughly 30,000 full time residents, and welcome more than 200,000 tourist annually.

The Turks & Caicos Collection consists of three four-star resorts on exclusive Providenciales : 

· Alexandra Resort

· Beach House, and 

· Blue Haven Resort and Marina. 

Each of the resorts has a waterfront location and dining and spa facilities.

Visit : www.turksandcaicostourism.com,  www.alexandraresort.com, www.beachhousetci.com or www.bluehaventci.com. Contact: Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widness-co-pr.com.

Park Hyatt Maldives Hadahaa 

 

The Park Hyatt Maldives Hadahaa has been named ‘International Considerate Hotel of the Year 2014’ at The Considerate Hotel of the Year Awards.

The awards recognises those hotels which are environmental champions and demonstrate the best in environmental, sustainable and socially responsible practices.

 

As the first property in the Maldives to be certified by EarthCheck for both design and construction.

Visit : www.parkhyatt.com. 
The Considerate Hoteliers Association

The Considerate Hoteliers Association (CHA) was one of the first hotel associations worldwide to impart the message that care for the environment and social responsibility should form a major part of a responsible hotelier's agenda.

Visit : www.consideratehoteliers.com.

Contact : Nadia Walford atbNadia@grifcopr.com.

Hotel Dubrovnik Palace, Croatia

The  Hotel Dubrovnik Palace, a member of the Adriatic Luxury Hotels group and a leading Dubrovnik coastline property, has reopened after a major refurbishment.

The 308-room hotel is located on the peninsula of Lapad below the Petka woods, with a view to the Elaphite islands and a short distance from the Old Town of Dubrovnik.

Visit : www.adriaticluxuryhotels.com. Contact :  pr@masonrose.com.

Park Hyatt New York

 

Park Hyatt New York, the flagship hotel of the Park Hyatt brand, which opens in summer 2014, has unveiled Nalai is new spa, which is located on the hotel’s 25th floor.

Nalai will offer guests a customized spa experience in a 13,000 square foot  sanctuary perched above Midtown Manhattan. 

Inspired by the French term “atelier,” which is defined as an artisanal workshop where one-of-a-kind works of art are created, Nalai will specialize in curated services and seasonal, international treatments.

There are currently 33 Park Hyatt hotels in : 
	· Abu Dhabi

· Beaver Creek

· Beijing

· Buenos Aires

· Busan

· Canberra

· Carlsbad

· Changbaishan

· Chennai
	· Chicago

· Dubai

· Goa

· Hamburg

· Hyderabad

· Istanbul

· Jeddah

· Maldives

· Melbourne
	· Mendoza

· Milan

· Moscow

· Ningbo

· Paris

· Saigon

· Seoul

· Shanghai

· Siem Reap
	· Sydney

· Tokyo

· Toronto

· Vienna

· Washington D.C. and 

· Zurich. 




Visit www.parkhyatt.com. Contact : Charlotte Rous at charlotte@grifcopr.com.

Centara Grand Azuri Residence & Suites, Mauritius

The five-star Centara Grand Azuri Residence & Suites Mauritius has opened with 32 units.

Operated by Centara Hotels & Resorts of Thailand, the development will eventually total 57 serviced residences, townhouses and penthouses.

Located on the northeast coast of the island, Centara Grand Azuri Residence & Suites is set directly on the beach and forms part of the new Azuri oceanfront lifestyle community, which includes shops, restaurants and a yacht club with marine facilities.

The residences are adjacent to the five-star Centara Grand Azuri Resort & Spa Mauritius, which opened in December 2013.

The is 25 kilometres from the capital city of Port Louis and just over one-hour’s drive from the international airport.

Azuri Yacht Club is nearby and will arrange excursions including catamaran trips to the islands of Coin de Mire, Round Island, Flat Island, Ile d’Ambre and Ilot Gabriel.

Visit : www.centarahotelsresorts.com/centaragrand/cgrm. Contact : Sharan Bearman at sharanb@avenuesales.co.uk. 
Belmond,  Botswana

Belmond Hotels has a portfolio of luxury lodges in Botswana :

· Belmond Khwai River Lodge in the Moremi Reserve

· Belmond Savute Elephant Lodge in Chobe National Park, and 

· Belmond Eagle Island Lodge in the Okavango Delta.

All are remote retreats positioned for exploring Botswana’s breathtaking contrasts and untamed beauty.

Each offers a refreshing swimming pool, incredible cuisine and luxury tents with private viewing decks.

July, August and September are good times to visit Botswana, as the weather warms up and growing herds become easier to spot in the bare bush. 

In July, the floods arrive in the Okavango Delta and animals congregate near the water and floodplains, while in August adventurers may be in for some thrilling game viewing as crowding near the water causes tension between breeding herds of elephants. 

September still sees high levels of elephant and buffalo as water levels slowly begin to drop.

Visit : www.belmond.com. Contact : Kathy Rowsome at kathy.rowsome@belmond.com.

The Sun Siyam Iru Fushi, Noonu Atoll Maldives

The Sun Siyam Iru Fushi, is a beach resort located in the Noonu Atoll Maldives.

 

The 52 acre island resort has 221 luxury ocean-front villas, a 20 room tropical spa and local explorations with a dedicated focus on the surrounding community. 

The resort also offers flyboarding, scuba diving, kiteboarding, windsurfing, jet skiing and sailing. 

Visit : www.thesunsiyam.com/irufushi. Contact : Jonathan Williams at Jonathan@ophirpr.co.uk.

In the Nappa Valley, California

Senza, a Napa Valley Retreat

Senza (previously) La Residence will reopen in summer 2014 following a complete renovation.

VieVage Napa Valley

Auberge Resorts will open the VieVage Napa Valley, a new destination spa resort in the Carneros district in 2015. 

The resort, which will be set on 95 acres of the 712-acre Stanly Ranch, will feature a casual restaurant and bar, bakery, winery, and outdoor gathering spaces with fire pits, barbeques, bocce court, and outdoor concerts. 

Visit : www.visitnapavalley.com/hotels. Contact : Tom Fuller at

tom@fullerandsander.com. 
USA Hotels

USA Hotels, an independent hostel chain in California, has been awarded TripAdvisor's 2014 Certificate of Excellence for its hostels in San Diego, San Francisco and Los Angeles.

Founded in San Diego in 1994, USA Hostels is an independently-owned hostel chain offering high-quality budget accommodations.

All hostels offer traditional dormitory style accommodation and a wide range of free and discounted daily activities along with décor designed to match to the personality of each building and city in which it is located.

USA Hostels is the only hostel in the USA with exclusively-designed 'privacy pods' in all dorm rooms, offering a light, shelf, outlet and screening from ambient light, sound and other guests. 

Visit : www.usahostels.com. Contact : Maria Aggyropoulos-Minos at maria@usahostels.com. 
The Aegean Suites Hotel Skiathos, Greece

The Aegean Suites Hotel, Skiathos, Greece is located on a hillside among olive trees on the quiet outskirts of Skiathos town’s port. It is an all-suite property overlooking the Aegean Sea.

 

With approximately 1,000 different types of herbs growing across Skiathos the hotel’s Herb Hikes are an interesting, informative and educational as well as a good form of exercise and a chance to see some of the islands most beautiful sites. 

Visit : www.aegeansuites.com. Contact Kathryn at Kathryn@ophirpr.co.uk.

Akamas Villas, West Cyprus 
Launched in 2010, Akamas Villas is a luxury villa company based in West Cyprus, currently offering 40 luxury holiday-rental properties. Villas are situated in the mountainous conservation areas of Chrysochou Bay, Agarka, Polis, Latchi and Neo Chorio. 

Visit : www.akamas-villas.com. Contact : Leila Stocker at leila@turtle-pr.com. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com
Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or 

Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
	Hudson’s Historic Houses and Gardens 

www.hudsonsheritage.com. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com. Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com.
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  


	Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

The Official (UK) Tourist Board Guides 

www.visitor-guides.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  press@roughguides.com  

The Signpost 

www.signpost.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com. Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.com. Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
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	The Alliance 

Bulletin 


Providing key information in a
no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.
July 2014

Ashley Gibbins 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
www.itwalliance.com
	The Alliance bulletin : Issue 165 : July 2014                   www.itwalliance.com


	Contents

Job shop 

Enabling the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.

Working with the Alliance 

Travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance.
News 
News items of interest to travel journalists.
Leads 

Story ideas and angles from travel partners and their agencies.

What’s on 

Annual or special events, celebrations and commemorations.


	Reasons to write about 

More detailed information on potential features
A place to stay 
New, unusual, interesting or convenient accommodation worldwide.

An Alliance focus on :

· The Edinburgh Festivals, Scotland 

· The Lea Valley Regional Park, London, UK, and

· Summer music festivals in Brussels and Flanders

Travel guides 

Travel guide publishers offering review copies to Alliance members.
 


Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel writers, broadcasters and photographers

· Editor : 
commissioning editors

· Partner : 
travel and tourism industry organisations, or 

· Agency : 
agency representatives with travel or tourism clients
The Alliance press card 

	
[image: image40.png]The ntemationol
Travel Wiiters

lionce

The Intemnational Travel
Wiiters Aliance

Press Card

Ashley Gibbins

Membership No: ITWA 10102
Expires: End May 2013




	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with formal recognition of their status and standing in the profession and a range of opportunities from Alliance travel partners.

For more information contact Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com.
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	Job shop


Here are some of the professional opportunities available on The International Travel Writers Alliance Job Shop. 

The Job Shop has been created to enable the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.

The Alliance’s travel journalists can also :

· set up Job Alerts so as to be notified if a job is posted that matches the journalists skills or interests 

· create an anonymous job seeker profile or upload a CV for potential employers to search through, and 
· access job searching tools and tips 
We hope the Job Shop will become a valuable addition to the range of services offered by the International Travel Writers Alliance.

Current jobs include an editor position with Mashable and a deputy editor at TF Global Recruitment both based in London. 
Also : 

Technical Editor and Writer 

Baltimore, Maryland

Assistant Editor - Editorial Features

New York, New York

Technical Editor

New York, New York

The site also features other US, UK and international job opportunities.

Visit : www.jobtarget.com/home/home.cfm?site_id=14773
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
McKenzie News Service

McKenzieNewsService.com distributes press releases on events to online media, newspapers, magazines, journalists, syndicates and broadcast media: Festivals & Fairs, Events, Performing Arts, Arts & Culture, Music, Museum Exhibits, Food & Wine/ /Culinary, Entertainment, Attractions.
Visit : www.mckenzienewsservice.com. Contact : Paul McKenzie at paul@mckenzienewsservice.com.

New Hampshire Travel and Tourism

The New Hampshire Division of Travel and Tourism Development works with the state’s seven travel regions to increase visitation, travel and visitor expenditures. 

Visit : www.visitnh.gov. Contact :  Tai Freligh at tai.freligh@dred.state.nh.us
Volunteer Expeditions

Volunteer Expeditions is a nonprofit travel-planning agency that organizes group volunteer vacations. Current trips include rebuilding New Orleans, tutoring children in Jamaica, and helping the homeless in Chicago and Washington DC. Each trip is customized to the time frame, budget, and interests of the travelling group. 

Volunteer opportunities can include building homes, serving meals in soup kitchens, sorting and distributing supplies for food banks, restoring the ecosystem, and much more. 

All meals, tours and stops at local attractions are also included to ensure a meaningful, fun, and well-rounded experience for everyone.


Visit : www.volunteerexpeditions.org. Contact : Allison Bernstein at allison@volunteerexpeditions.org. 

The San Francisco Travel Association

The San Francisco Travel Association is an independent, not-for-profit destination marketing organization with more than 1,600 business members. 

Its mission is to enhance the local economy by marketing San Francisco and the Bay Area as the premier destination for conventions, meetings, events and leisure travel. 

To accomplish this goal, SF Travel courts a highly qualified list of national, regional and state meeting planners; domestic and international tour packagers, wholesalers, operators and travel agents; leisure travelers; and local, national and international media.

Visit : www.sanfrancisco.travel/about/about.html. Contact : Harold Hoogasian at harold@hoogasian.com. 

Destination North Wales

Destination North Wales is the entry point for all things tourism related into the stunning destination of North Wales, UK 

Home of Snowdonia National Park, Isle of Anglesey (where Prince William works), beautiful beaches, 5 World Heritage Sites, a unique language and culture and so much more, we are a hidden gem yet to be discovered by many of you!


Visit : www.destinationnorthwales.co.uk. Contact : Carole Startin
at carole.startin@tpnw.org. 


Agencies 

Preddy PR (USA)

Preddy PR is a full-service marketing and public relations firm based in Naples, Florida. 

Founded in 1997 by Beth Preddy, Preddy PR creates and implements marketing campaigns and single promotions tailored to the needs of its hospitality and non-profit clients.


Visit : www.preddypr.com. Contact : Beth Preddy at beth@preddypr.com. 


	News


Fred. Olsen launches ‘You Choose Your Cruise’ in 2015

Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines is to offer its Braemar’s 15-night ‘You Choose Your Cruise’ sailing, which departs from Southampton in October 2015.

Guests on board will get to ‘tell the Captain where to go’, as they vote for the next port of call as the cruise progresses, with two choices on offer every 48 hours.
 
The first decision that guests will make is whether to point Braemar towards Vigo in Spain, or Leixoes in Portugal. 

Other choices are between : 

· Andalucian Malaga in Spain or Gibraltar

· Barcelona (Spain) or Palamós, on the Spanish Costa Brava

· Valencia or Palma

· Cartagena or Alicante

· Andalusian Cadiz (Spain) or the Algarve region of Portugal, and 

· Ferrol or La Coruna, both in Spain.

Visit : www.fredolsencruises.com. Ruth Ryland at ruth.ryland@fredolsen.co.uk. 

Fred Olsen Cruise Lines

Fred Olsen Cruise Lines is also offering guests the chance to experience some of the most vibrant, colourful and unique gardens and flower festivals on two exciting cruises in 2015. 
The 880 berth Boudicca will embark on a 14-night ‘Madeira Flower Festival’ cruise from Dover on 14 April 2015, followed by an 11-night ‘Floral Britannia’ cruise from Dover on 28 April 2015. 

Visit : www.fredolsencruises.com. Contact : Rachael Jackson at rachael.jackson@fredolsen.co.uk
Azura Retreats

Azura Retreats, which owns and manages luxury boutique hotels in Mozambique, has announced that it is expanding into Tanzania.

The first of three new projects in the country will be Azura Selous Game Reserve. 

Azura will be taking over and refurbishing an existing top end property, Amara Selous, which has 12 luxury tented suites on the banks of the Ruaha River. 

The Selous, the largest game reserve in Africa, is 60 minutes light aircraft flight from Dar es Salaam, and famous for its lion, elephant and wild dog. 

Visit : www.azura-retreats.com. Contact: Julie Hedley at julie@smallworldmarketing.co.uk. 

The Vale of Rheidol Railway, Wales UK

The Vale of Rheidol Railway is celebrating the 150th anniversary by re-launching locomotive No.9 ‘Prince of Wales’.
 
It is painted in black Cambrian Railways livery that applied to the Vale of Rheidol's locomotives between 1913-23, the locomotive. A rake of coaches have been repainted in traditional carriage livery of the 1920s and original station buildings at the halts and stations along the line have been reinstated.   

 
Visit : www.rheidolrailway.co.uk. Contact : Duncan Foulkes at duncan.foulkes@btinternet.com.

PocketGuide

PocketGuide is a GPS based, audio city guide application for smart phones, which guides the through the chosen city by voice like a real tour guide or local friend introducing the best stories, insider tips on bars and restaurants or must see cultural and world heritage sights in a very interesting and entertaining way. 

The service is available in more than 115 cites on 5 continents.

Košice now on Pocket Guide

Košice, Slovakia's second city is now available on the Pocket Guide smart pone app.

The first Košice route on the app is the Traces of European Capital of Culture 2013 as well as the most significant historical and cultural monuments in the city centre

Pocket Guide provides online and offline mapping of 115 cities and tourist destinations on five continents.

Visit : www.pocketguideapp.com and www.visitkosice.eu. Contact : Ivana Takcsova at ivana.takacsova@visitkosice.eu. 
Oscar Wilde Tours : Gay History for gay travelers

Oscar Wilde Tours has entered the high-end gay travel market with a tour to Oscar Wilde’s Dublin, London and Paris that aim to connect gay travelers with their heritage.

The tour uses the life of Oscar Wilde as a way of examining the broader culture of homosexuality at the end of the 19th century, when the Victorian Era was giving way to the modern age and sexual attitudes were undergoing a revolution. 
It will take its guests on a journey through the capitals of Ireland, England and France to explore places of importance to gay history and illustrate the relationship between the cultural movements of the time and the birth of modern ideas of sexuality.
Oscar Wilde Tours was founded in 2014 to provide luxury tours that focus on gay history.

Visit : www.oscarwildetours.com. Contact :info@oscarwildetours.com. 

The Birthplace of Country Music Museum, Bristol,Tennessee/Virginia

The Birthplace of Country Music Museum opens in Bristol, Tennessee/Virginia on 2 Aigust 2014.
This Smithsonian Institution-affiliated Museum will dedicated to preserving the legacy of the 1927 Bristol Sessions and their lasting influence on American popular music. 
Johnny Cash referred to the famous Sessions (also known as the ‘Big Bang of Country Music’) as “the single most important event in the history of country music.

Visit : www.birthplaceofcountrymusic.org. Contact :Jo Thomas at jo.thomas@kbc-pr.com.

Transcendent Tokyo

Bespoke excursions led by Japan’s leading art experts are the basis behind a new three-night stay package called Transcendent Tokyo, offered by the Palace Hotel Tokyo.

In an exclusive arrangement, members of Blouin Artinfo Japan Bureau will consult with guests prior to their arrival to design bespoke full- and half-day art tours entirely tailored to their interests.

Visit : www.en.palacehoteltokyo.com. Contact : pr@masonrose.com.

Jakarta, Indonesia introduces free hop on hop off tour busses

Visitors to Jakarta can the city’s major tourist sites, aboard one of five new double-decker tour buses introduced by the Jakarta City Government. 

Operating from 7am to 7pm daily, the air-conditioned buses loop around the city centre and take tourists within walking distance of major attractions, shopping malls and entertainment hot-spots. 
The hop-on buses can be boarded – free of charge – by domestic and international tourists from designated bus stops throughout the city.

The government plans to roll out another 15 buses onto an expanded tour of the capital, enabling visitors to discover the Dutch colonial town of Kota Tua in the north as well as the highlights of the Blok M shopping quarter in south Jakarta.

Visit : www.tourism-indonesia.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Habicht at sarah@humewhitehead.co.uk.

The Dubai Turtle Rehabilitation Project

Jumeirah Group, the Dubai-based luxury hotel company has celebrated the 10th anniversary of the Dubai Turtle Rehabilitation Project with the release of 110 critically endangered hawksbill turtles.

The turtles had all been rescued from the shores of the UAE and nursed back to health by the Project, which is run in collaboration with Dubai’s Wildlife Protection Office.

It is estimated that only one out of 1000 sea turtle hatchlings will reach sexual maturity and, to date, 692 rescued sea turtles have been rehabilitated and returned to the UAE’s waters. 
Visit : www.jumeirah.com. Contact : Louisa Levison at llevison@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk. 
Cavtat, Southern Dalmatia, Croatia

The town of Cavtat in Southern Dalmatia has been included in Fodor’s Travel “Ten Places To Go” list. 

Cavtat was third on the list, with other top destinations including Barbados, Istanbul, Aspen and Vienna. Located ten miles from Dubrovnik, Cavtat is a walled city, with a harbour and fine beaches. 

Visit : www.adriatica.net/destinations/hrvatska/juzna-dalmacija/cavtat-dubrovnik_en.htm. Contact : Ellen Thom at ellen.thom@rooster.co.uk. 

The Hotel Royal, Lake Geneva 

The 5-star Hotel Royal, the so-called Grande Dame of the Evian Resort, will re-open on 01 July 2014 following a refurbishment that has seen the entire 6th floor transformed stunning suites.  

Public areas within the Hotel Royal have also been remodelled and restored in keeping with the traditional Belle Epoque style of the property which has views over Lake Geneva.

Guests of the hotel over the years include the Aga Khan, Queen Elizabeth 11 and actor Errol Flynn.

Visit : www.evianresort.com. Contact : Li Boatright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 
The Edinburgh Movie Map, Scotland
A new Edinburgh movie map highlighting key locations seen in films such as Trainspotting, The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie and The Da Vinci Code has been launched to celebrate the city’s glittering history on the silver screen.

 

A collaboration between VisitScotland and Film Edinburgh, the map features 32 locations around the city which were used in 21 cinema releases. 

 

Visit : www.visitscotland.com/edinburghfilmmap and www.thisisedinburgh.com. Contact :Tom Maxwell at tom.maxwell@visitscotland.com.

	Leads


Andaz Liverpool Street, London

Located in the heart of the City of London, Andaz Liverpool Street is a 5-star luxury boutique hotel.

One of London’s original railway hotels, it fopened as the Great Eastern in a redbrick Victorian building dating back to 1884. 

As the Andaz, the property has been transformed into a 21st century hotel, with 267 rooms and seven London restaurants and bars.

A Room With A View

The Andaz Liverpool Street has teamed up with four distinctly diverse British artists: Chris Price, Patrick Vale, ILoveDust and Patrick Morgan to launch A Room With A View – a series of four East London street art rooms.  

Easch artist will hand paint in one of the  rooms, their depiction of East London’s. 

Visit www.andazliverpoolstreet.com. Contact : Nadia Walford at nadia@grifcopr.com.

Aruba on a Harley Davidson

Harley Davidson's are available for daily, morning or afternoon small group tours of the Caribbean island, with experienced tour guides, through Aruba Motorcycle Tours.


Four types of machine are offered :

· the Roadking, ideal for the experienced rider

· Heritage Softail, which offers easy handling

· the powerful Dyna, with sporty riding position, and 

· the Sportster, with 1200cc of power, easy to handle and a shorter build, making it ideal for women riders.

Visit : www.arubamotorcycletours.com. Contact : Joanna Walding at j.walding@aruba.com.

Coral Spawning in Saint Lucia

Each year, coral release millions of packets of egg and sperm cells that appear underwater as massive pink and white clouds.  
They slowly drift to the surface where fertilization occurs. 
The next day the sea will be partially covered by pink slicks of coral larvae which represents the next generation of one of the ocean’s most vital organisms. 
Within a few weeks the larvae will settle on the bottom and begin the process of reef building. 

In Saint Lucia the spawning takes place off the beaches of Anse Chastanet and the resort’s scuba diving team accurately predicts the night spawning and prepares to take divers to observe the remarkable phenomenon.  
In 2014 it will take place between 16 and 18 August.

Scuba St. Lucia is offering special night dives during the predicted period to allow guests to witness this magnificent spectacle. Snorkelers can also participate.

Visit : www.ansechastanet.com and www.scubastlucia.com. Contact : Martha at Martha@moranopr.com
 
Mashatu, Botswana

Mashatu, Botswana’s largest private game reserve, covers 72,000 acres of wilderness in the Northern Tuli Game Reserve in Eastern Botswana.  

The reserve borders South Africa and Zimbabwe, where the Limpopo and Shashe Rivers meet, and forms the heart of the proposed Greater Mapungubwe Transfrontier Conservation Area.

The reserve has over 700 elephants, Africa’s largest population on private land and is a birders’ destination with over 350 species. There are also cheetah, leopard and daily sightings of eland, ostrich and bat-eared fox.

Accommodation is in the Mashatu tented camp and main camp. Activities include adventure, walking, cycling and horse.

Visit : www.mashatu.com. Contact : Kevin Keating at kevin@ethosmarketing.co.uk.

The Belfry, Wishaw, Warwickshire, UK

The Belfry, a former manor house dating back to the 12th Century, is located within 550 acres of English countryside.

The hotel has 319 bedrooms and 14 suites, three PGA approved golf courses and a wide range of leisure facilities.

The Belfry’s spa has recently undergone a grand facelift, which marks the competition of a £26 million refurbishment at the resort. Spa guests can unwind with champagne whilst enjoying personalised treatments, such as ‘The Golfer’s Recovery’ or ’The Fire and Ice Experience’ both unique to the hotel. 

The resort also has a new Ryder Grill restaurant and Brabazon Bar, as well as refurbished Sam’s Clubhouse.

De Vere Hotels, which owns the Belfry, has a portfolio of nine hotels :

	· Mottram Hall
· The Grand Brighton
· Cameron House on Loch Lomond
	· Carden Park
· The Belfry 
· Oulton Hall

	· Slaley Hall
· Dunston Hall, and
· Belton Woods.


De Vere also operates 19 championship golf courses.

Visit : www.thebelfry.co.uk and www.devere-hotels.co.uk. Contact : Janelle at Janelle.moore@wildcard.co.uk. 

All Aboard Yacht Charters, Alaska

All Aboard Yacht Charters offer tours and charters to Alaska from Seattle, go through Alaska's inside passage, where passengers can catch salmon, halibut and crab, walk in rain forests, visit Sea Lion Rookeries, watch Brown Bears feeding on spawning Salmon, spot Humpback Whale and eagles. 

All About Yacht Charters use smaller yachts to allow passengers to travel to places where the larger ships cannot go. 

Visit : www.alaskacharters.com. Contact : John Swanson at allaboard@htct.com. 

Alacati, Turkey

The Aegean town of Alacati combines traditional Turkish hospitality with stylish boutique hotels, high-end fashion, independent art galleries and lively beach clubs. 
Alacati's village ambience and the preservation of its historical feel has long attracted artists and there are a number of galleries with paintings, sculptures and ceramics to explore and exhibitions.

Visit : www.explorealacati.com. Contact : Serra Celikkan at alacati@redmintcomms.co.uk.

Wilderness Safaris Savuti Camp, Botswana

Wilderness Safaris Savuti Camp has introduced a sleep-out option on outdoor decks overlooking the wildlife-rich Savute Channel in the Okavango’s Linyanti Concession. 
Situated a 20-minute drive or 45-minute boat trip away from the camp, the two new ‘sleep-out’ decks offer guests a wilderness experience and the chance to sleep under the stars in the Okavango Delta. 

Famous for the fact that between 1980 and 2008 it stopped flowing altogether, the Savute Channel is now a deep, clear waterway that attracts a variety of wildlife and anything can be seen from the deck, including hippo, kudu, buffalo, waterbuck, impala, baboon and good birdlife. 
Visit : www.wilderness-safaris.com/camps/savuti-camp Contact : Charlotte Rous at charlotte@grifcopr.com. 
	What’s on 


New Zealand events 

F.A.W.C! Food & Wine Classic, Hawkes Bay, New Zealand

Annually June

The F.A.W.C! Food & Wine Classic is a boutique food festival featuring a selection of seasonal food and wine events which is held twice a year throughout Hawke's Bay. 

Being the premium producer of some of New Zealand's finest wines, Hawke's Bay also claims to be 'the food bowl of New Zealand’. 

Guests can enjoy a foodie weekend featuring all of New Zealand's finest, from local lamb to BBQ fondue and not to mention Hawke's Bay full-bodied Chardonnay by the roaring fires. 

Visit : www.fawc.co.nz.

The Queenstown Winter Festival
Annually June 

The Queenstown Winter Festival is the region's most iconic annual event and the official kick off to New Zealand's winter. Running for ten days it has with live music, comedy shows, markets, sporting and alpine events and street parades 

Visit : www.winterfestival.co.nz. 

The Chocolate Carnival, Dunedin

12 to 18 July 2014 (annual)

The small South Island city of Dunedin’s annual Chocolate Carnival ends in the Cadbury Jaffa race, which sees giant Cadbury Jaffas (balls of orange sugar coated chocolate that have been made in New Zealand since 1931) hurtle their way down Baldwin street – the world's steepest street with a gradient of 1 in 2.86. 

Visit : www.newzealand.com/uk/event/dunedin-cadbury-chocolate-carnival. 

Visa Wellington on a Plate

15 to 31 August 2014 (annual)

Wellington celebrates its status as the, so-called, culinary capital of New Zealand with two weeks of gastronomic events during the annual Visa Wellington on a Plate. 

There are more than 100 different food and drink events, including Beervana – a showcase of the country’s craft beers - and the New Zealand Chocolate Festival. 

Visit www.wellingtononaplate.com.

Visit www.newzealand.com. Contact: Paul Charles at newzealand@verypcc.com.

August events in Frankfurt, Germany

Frankfurt’s Apple Wine Festival

8 to 17 August 2014

Frankfurt’s apple wine culture is an important part of the city’s joie de vivre and, at the Apple Wine Festival, folklore and dialect poetry performances combine with Hessian cult bands and apple wine in all kinds of variations is available for tasting at the festival’s many stands.

The Museum Embankment Festival

29 to 31 August 2014

On the final August weekend of every year, Frankfurt stages the Museum Embankment Festival, during which the museums along the northern and southern banks of the river keep their doors open late into the night, while a stage programme presents music and dance from all around the globe. 
Visit : www.museumsuferfest.de/start-en. 
Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Mira Berkova at berkova@infofrankfurt.de. 

Summer events in Margate, Broadstairs and Ramsgate, UK 

Margate Carnival Soul Weekend, Margate Old Town 

1 to 3 August 2014

This is regarded as the UK south east's biggest soul music festival with the town’s piazza and Old Town clustered with street parties, live acts and DJs. On Sunday 3 August Margate's annual carnival takes place with marching bands, floats and carnival courts.

Visit : www.margatesoulweekend.co.uk. 

Broadstairs Folk Week 

8 to 15 August 2014

Broadstairs Folk Week has over 500 events with visitors able to play the ukulele or East European dance, join in the Spoon Orchestra or a ceilidh, or enjoy the song and dance around the pubs.  

Visit : www.broadstairsfolkweek.org.uk. 

Margate Masters Beach Volleyball Finals 

16 and 17 August 2014

The grand finale of this year's Volleyball England Beach Tour will provide spectators the chance to witness some top class beach volleyball players battle it out to become National Beach Tour Champions 2014.  

Visit : www.volleyballengland.org. 
Ramsgate Week – Royal Harbour, Ramsgate 

17 to 22 August 2014

Ramsgate Week, organised by the Royal Temple Yacht Club, is promoted as the friendly regatta and alternative to Cowes Week.  It includes the 'Round the Goodwins' race and the  IRC East Coast Regional Championships 2014.

Visit : www.ramsgateweek.com

Wheels and Fins Festival, Joss Bay, Broadstairs 

12-14 September 2014

An event built around live music and DJs but with a skateboard mini ramp competition and demonstrations, stand up paddleboard demonstrations and fun race, beach volleyball tournament, soap box derby, skateboard slalom and downhill.  

Visit : www.wheelsandfinsfestival.com 

Visit : www.visitthanet.co.uk. Contact : Julie Edwards at Julie.edwards@thanet.gov.uk.

Events in Aruba
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Aruba is an island located about 1,600 kilometres (990 mi) west of the Lesser Antilles in the southern Caribbean Sea and 27 kilometres (17 mi) north of the coast of Venezuela. 
Together with Bonaire and Curaçao, it forms a group referred to as the ABC islands. 
Annual events on the island include : 

28th Annual Aruba Hi-Winds
3 to 7 July 2014

The largest amateur windsurfing event in the Caribbean, making great use of Aruba’s trade winds. 

Windsurfing and kite boarding competitions in various categories off the beach at the Fishermen’s Huts at Hadicurari.

Visit : www.aruba-hiwinds.org.

Aruba Regatta
15 to 17 August 2014

Competition among international yachts, catamarans, sunfish and windsurfers during the day and music, parties and dinners by night.

Visit : www.arubaregatta.com.

20th Annual Aruba International Pro-Am Golf Tournament
21 to 25 August 2014

Professional and amateur golfers team up in a two-day, 36-hole tournament, featuring gifts, prizes and special events at the Tierra del Sol course.

Visit : www.tierradelsol.com.

Electric Festival 2014
3 to 7 September 2014

The largest electronic music festival in the Caribbean, featuring some of the biggest name from this scene. Various venues adjacent to Nikki Beach

Visit : www.electricfestival.com.

Aruba Food, Wine & Art Festival
12 and 13 September 2014

A tasting event featuring a pastry extravaganza with invited chefs showcasing their talents. 

Food presentations with a Caribbean touch are paired with excellent wines and champagnes. This culinary event in Aruba is combined with a local art exhibition showcasing some of Aruba’s best artworks by residential artists and photographers.

Visit : www.aruba.com/things-to-do/aruba-food-wine-festival


Annual Battle of the Food Trucks
26 and 27 September 2014

Experience Aruba’s food truck culture combined with live musical performances from local bands and deejays. 


Visit : www.aruba.com. Contat : Joanna Walding at j.walding@aruba.com. 

The Caribbean Sea Jazz Festival, Aruba
3 and 4 October 2014

The Caribbean Sea Jazz Festival is staged at the Renaissance Festival Plaza in island capital Oranjestad. This will be the eighth annual festival, with up to 6,000 visitors a day expected.

Visit : www.caribbeanseajazz.com. Contact : Joanna Walding at j.walding@aruba.com. 

1000 Voices for peace, Various locations in Flanders and the rest of Belgium
5 to 9 November 2014

Flanders Festival commemorates the Great War in its own way a great Oratorio for peace that aims to bring people together from all over the world. 

People from countries who were fighting each other to the death a hundred years ago will be singing together for peace. 

On 9 November 2014, choirs from Belgium will be joined by choirs from the four corners of the world to sing the Oratorio for peace – a new composition by the great Polish composer Krzysztof Penderecki.  

Visit : www.1000voices.be/en. Contact : Anita Rampall at anita@visitflanders.co.uk. 

	Reasons to write about


Tobago, the Caribbean

Tobago is the smaller of the two main islands that make up the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. 
It is located in the southern Caribbean, northeast of the island of Trinidad and southeast of Grenada. The island lies outside the hurricane belt. 
Live the Culture Tobago style

A new awareness campaign : Live the Culture Tobago Style, has been launched to draw on Tobago’s rich history and colourful culture.

The strap line has been devised to emphasise the ‘unspoilt natural beauty, accessible authenticity and individual splendour that sets the island apart from other regional destinations’. 

Tobago’s attraction 

Tobago's attraction lies in the unspoilt, natural beauty of the island with its beaches, protected rainforest and  waterfalls and exotic wildlife.

It enjoys an ecological system that enables tropical rainforests, mangroves, wetlands, lowland forests and coral reef systems to flourish and seabird-nesting islands for visitors to explore.

Tobago also offers scuba diving and snorkelling and bike trails to complement friendly people and varied cuisine. 

Tourism represents 47% of Tobago’s gross domestic product and is the second largest employer on the island. 
A place to stay in Tobago : Castara Retreats  

Eco resort Castara Retreats is doubling its wooden ‘haiku’ lodge accommodations, designed to optimize the views and cooling breezes. 

From summer 2014, Castara Retreats will have 12 luxury eco accommodations constructed from sustainably sourced timber from local suppliers, and constructed by a local Tobagonian team of craftsmen. 

Visit : www.castararetreats.com
Bird watching, coral diving and turtles

Tobago’s flora and fauna offers excellent bird watching experiences with over 400 species of birds, making it one of the richest birding countries per square mile. 

Tobago is also home to the world's largest brain coral with divers able to spot 80 species of tropical reef fish. From 1 March to 31 August visitors to Tobago can see the Leatherback turtle, the largest of all living turtles.

Visit : www.tobagonaturetours.com 

 

Annual events in Tobago 

Tobago Heritage Festival 

17July to 1 August 2014

An island wide celebration of Tobago’s cultural mix with art, music and dance.

The Tobago Cycling Classic 

29th September to 5 October 2014

An international stage race held annually that takes in the whole island. Trinbagowheelers.com 

The Blue Food Festival

19 October 2014

A twist on the traditional culinary event with a focus on the commonly used ground provision, dasheen. Low in sodium and gluten-free, the root crop will be the inspiration for twenty-five cooks who will create dishes from dasheen crème brulee to dasheen kebab. 

 

Visit : www.tobagostyle.traveland www.visittobago.gov.tt. Contact : Nell Hegarty at nell@amgltd.biz
Cycling in New Zealand

New Zealand is one of the best cycling and outdoor adventure destinations with stunning scenery and thousands of miles of trails for the novice or expert cyclist.

Clutha Gold Trail

Officially opened in October 2013, the 73 km long Clutha Gold Trail is in the region between Roxburgh and Lawrence, to the west of Dunedin on New Zealand’s south island.
It winds through a series of diverse landscapes from rugged semi-arid areas to lush green contoured farmlands, with much of the trail following the waters of the Clutha Mata Au River. 

Geared to those of a moderate fitness level, the trail is accessible year-round with a smooth, wide and well-formed path undulating through the rural heartland of the country on a journey of discovery taking in the region’s gold mining history.

The Heaphy Track

The Heaphy Track from Aorere to Karamea in the Kahurangi National Park is a mountain bike trail that is open in the winter season from May to September.

The 78.4 km track is a tough ride, taking visitors over numerous swing and suspension bridges; up and down steep slopes; along coastal paths; along stunning backcountry paths through a variety of landscapes, with well-maintained huts and campsites dotted along the route to stay for the night.

The track is suited to riders with advanced skills, which can increase to expert when factoring in distance, remoteness, and the technical skills riders require in adverse weather. 

Riders are only permitted to ride the track during the day to protect two threatened nocturnal species found in the area including the Powelliphanta giant land snail, whose shell can measure up to 9cm across, and Roroa (otherwise known as great spotted kiwi) which can be found in the area.  
The Otago Central Rail Trail

The 150km long Otago Central Rail Trail winds its way between Clyde and Middlemarch in the Otago region of the south Island. 

Suitable for all but the very unfit, the four day complete ride can be easily be cut down by choosing a section of the trail. 

Riders travel on well prepared gravel trails; through tunnels and over bridges that were once the secret preserve of railway workers, and all through spectacular landscapes typical of the region. 

Visit : www.newzealand.com and www.newzealand-indepth.co.uk. Contact: Mark Hayward at mark@swaycommunications.co.uk. 
Vintage road trips through Provence in a Citroen 2CV 

Travellers looking to discover ‘back roads’ Provence can opt for a classic Citroen 2CV convertible on tours organized by Maisons & Hotels Sibuet.

The trip takes in :

· Tourtour, a village once home to famed French artist Bernard Buffet
· Menerbes, a walled medieval village in the foothills of the French Alps, and

· Saint-Tropez, the hot spot for the rich and famous.

· Maisons & Hotels Sibuet offers three day and a five day vintage road trips through Provence until 5 October 2014.  
Accommodation on the 2CV road trip

Domaine de la Baume, Tourtour, Provence
The former residence of French Expressionist painter Bernard Buffet, Domaine de la Baume soft launched in summer 2013 as an intimate eight-room hotel in picturesque Tourtour.
Visit : www.domaine-delabaume.com. 
Bastide de Marie, Menerbes, Provence
Located among 20 hectares of vineyard and gardens, in the heart of Luberon Natural Park, Bastide de Marie is a fully restored 18th century farmhouse estate, with 14 suites. 
Visit : www.labastidedemarie.com. 

Villa Marie, Ramatuelle, St Tropez

Resembling a private house, Villa Marie sits in a three-hectare pine forest just outside the village of Ramatuelle, which is 10 minutes from the action of Saint Tropez. Rates from 330 EUR.
Visit : www.villamarie.fr
Maisons & Hotels Sibuet 

Owned and run by the Sibuet family for 31 years, the Maisons & Hotels Sibuet portfolio includes nine hotels in the French Alps, Lyon and the South of France. 
Visit : www.maisons-hotels-sinuet.com. Contact : Julia Perowne at Sibuet@verypcc.com.[image: image44.png]



Ski New Zealand

On the ski slopes

Keen skiers and boarders can visit New Zealand’s 13 snow sure ski fields including key areas in the South Island around Christchurch, Mount Cook, Wanaka and Queenstown.

The North Island holds the country's only skiable volcano at Mount Ruapehu.

Heli ski wellness 
Skiers and boarders can also choose from two new heli-ski retreats at New Zealand's leading new luxury wellness retreat, Aro-Ha. 

Alpine enthusiasts will stay in Zen inspired Aro-Ha on the shores of Lake Wakatipu near Glenorchy and surrounded by majestic peaks laden with snow. 

A typical heli ski wellness day will start with sunrise yoga followed four to seven heli ski runs, before a lunch served in the mountain. 

Visit : www.aro-ha.com/events/heli-ski-wellness
Night sking

Night skiing at Queenstown’s Coronet Peak will be bigger and better this season with double the amount of terrain under lights and new night freestyle features. 

Work is underway to install approximately 80 new lights on the mountain, adding over four kilometres of trails and doubling the accessible terrain on Friday and Saturday nights. 

Visit : www.nzski.com/mountaincoronetpeak
The Remarkables ski area

A multi-million dollar chairlift development at Queenstown’s The Remarkables ski area will have a high-speed six-seater chairlift.

Visit : www.nzski.com/mountaintheremarkables
Visit www.newzealand.com. Contact : Sarah Rigler atnewzealand@verypcc.com.

	A place to stay 


The Villa Meneghetti hotel, Bale, Istria, Croatia

The Villa Meneghetti hotel in Croatia has been listed in Booking.com’s ‘The Best of Booking’s Best’ list for 2014. 

Located in Bale, Istria, the secluded retreat was ranked number eight in the world on the website, having been given an average score of 9.5 out of ten from visitors. 

Visit : www.meneghetti.info. Contact : Ellen Thom at ellen.thom@rooster.co.uk. 


Bellevue Plantation House, Bridgetown, Barbados

Bellevue Plantation House is located in Waterford just outside Bridgetown in the South East of Barbados. 

Bellevue was built between 1735 and 1750 and is thus one of the first plantation residences on the island. It is ten minutes from the beach and local Holetown with its shopping and dining options and lively nightlife.

Set within three acres of private grounds containing a pond and a variety of indigenous tropical vegetation and mahogany trees, the House comprises six guest rooms and a separate self-contained Cottage.

Guests of Bellevue Plantation House are invited to access the facilities and services of the island’s exclusive Apes Hill Golf Club, and separate private beach clubs Aquamarine Radisson and Port St Charles, located ten minutes from the House.

The Bellevue is offering a two-month ‘Crazy Caribbean Family Fun’ package fun in the sun for the whole family and friends during the school holidays.   

Visit : www.bellevuebarbados.co.uk. Contact : Pauline Saunders at paulinehans2@gmail.com
Palace Antillas, Aruba

Riu Hotels & Resorts new Aruba property, the 482-room Palace Antillas, will open on Palm Beach next winter.

Formerly the Westin Aruba, the Riu Palace Antillas is undergoing a US$60 million (£37.5 million) renovation and will become an adults-only all-inclusive resort. Facilities will include a buffet restaurant and three speciality restaurants, bars and lounges, a 24-hour patisserie café, live entertainment, nightclub and casino.

It is adjacent to its sister property, the Riu Palace, and guests at both resorts will have access to facilities at each hotel.

Visit : www.riu.com/en. Contact : Joanna Walding at j.walding@aruba.com. 


Gravetye Manor Hotel & Restaurant, West Sussex, UK

Set within a 1,000 acre estate in the heart of the West Sussex countryside, Gravetye Manor Hotel & Restaurant is an English country house hotel with globally-recognised historical gardens. 
Home to 17 recently restored rooms and an intimate restaurant – now under the helm of ambitious new Head Chef George Blogg -  it provides a luxury retreat for weekend breaks.

Created by William Robinson, Gravetye’s estate – incorporating 35 acres of formal gardens – is one of its greatest allures. 
A thoughtfully-constructed melange of floral banks, wild flower meadows, orchards, manicured lawns and a kitchen garden, entices guests and horticultural students from around the world. 
Visit : www.gravetyemanor.co.uk. Contact : Louise Swanne at gravetye@rivapr.co.uk
Island resorts

Carlisle Bay, Antigua, the Caribbean

Carlisle Bay is a luxury Caribbean resort located on the South coast of Antigua looking out over a bay of white sand and palm trees with a backdrop of the lush rainforest.  

Visit : www.campbellgrayhotels.com/carlisle-bay/home. 
Forte Village, Sardinia

Forte Village is a beach front resort located next to Cagliari, on the Southern coast of Sardinia.

The resorts extensive leisure and sports activities include the Thalassotherapy & Spa and dining options, including a Michelin-Star Restaurant as well as a Gordon Ramsay restaurant.

Visit : www.fortevillageresort.com. 
Amirandes Grecotel Exclusive Resort, Crete 

Situated 18 km from Heraklion International Airport, the Amirandes Grecotel overlooks the Mediterranean Sea and is designed in the style of ancient Minoan palaces with a modern twist. 

It has three secluded sandy beaches, over 58 private pools, nine different restaurants and bars, the Elixir Spa. There are also excursions to ancient Palace of Knossos and daily cruises to Santorini.

Visit : www.amirandes.com. 
Mykonos Blu, Mykonos, Greece

Mykonos Island is known for its landscapes, whitewashed buildings, windmills, small churches and picturesque harbours, where fishing boats are moored next to luxury yachts. 

The 5-star Grecotel’s Mykonos Blu overlooks the Gulf of Psarou, featuring an Elixir Spa and Aegean Poets, held as one of the best restaurants in Greece.

Visit : www.mykonosblu.com. 
Viceroy Maldives, Shiviyani Atoll, Maldives 

The Maldives are known as one of the top diving locations in the world.

The Viceroy Maldives is located on the remote Vaguru Island in the Shaviyani Atoll, in the uncharted north, where the water and reefs are at their most pristine. The resort is suited for experienced and novice divers and from May to September manta rays pass through the archipelago.

Visit : www.viceroyhotelsandresorts.com/en/maldives. 
Yas Viceroy Abu Dhabi, Yas Island 

The Yas Viceroy Abu Dhabi is an island destination for the active.

Events include : 

· the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix (21-23 Nov 2014) which passes through the Viceroy, and 

· the Volvo Ocean Race (17 December 2014 to  3 January 2015).

Yas Mall is due to open towards the end of 2014 and will be the second largest in the UAE, while Ferrari World has the world’s fastest rollercoaster. 

Visit : www.viceroyhotelsandresorts.com/en/abudhabi. 
Contact : Tanya Rose at Tanya@masonrose.com.

The Brazilian Court Hotel, Palm Beach, Florida

The Brazilian Court Hotel in Palm Beach has been recognised as an 'Enduring Classic' hotel in Fodor's 2013 Top 100 Hotels in the world.

Fodor's says of the hotel that : "This posh boutique hotel, stomping ground of Florida's well-heeled, is full of historic touches and creature comforts—from its yellow facade with dramatic white-draped entry, to modern draws like the renowned spa and Daniel Boulud restaurant."

Previously known as the “Fodor’s Choice Gold Awards,” which recognised only U.S. lodging properties, the list was re-launched in 2011 as a global list of top hotels. 

Chosen by Fodor’s senior editors, the list recognized 100 hotels worldwide in eight categories.

For the complete list of 2013 Fodor’s 100 Hotel Award winners visit : www.fodors.com/hotel-awards/2013.

Visit : www.the braziliancourt.com. Contact : Maureen O'Sullivan at MOREPB@aol.com. 
Huntsham Court, Devon UK
Built in 1868, Huntsham Court is a baronial mansion, available for exclusive mid-week and weekend hire for weddings, parties, family get-togethers and corporate functions.

The property is located in the Devon countryside, close to the town of Tiverton and the Exmoor National Park.

In 2012, Huntsham Court was purchased by Damian Llambias and Chris Badham who have undertaken an extensive restoration and refurbishment of the house.

Visit : www.huntshamcourt.co.uk. Contact : Jardine Howlett at Jardine.howlett@whitetigerpr.com. 

The Inn at Willow Grove, Virginia

The Inn at Willow Grove is a 37-acre plantation located in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains and 90 minutes from Washington, DC.

The Inn is a base for touring Virginia's wine, horse and Civil War heritage.

Nearby activities include wine tastings at local vineyards, antiquing, horseback riding, hot air ballooning, hiking, fishing, steeplechase races and tours of historic sites. 

The on-premise Vintage, is a 60-seat fine-dining restaurant and tavern.

Visit : www.innatwillowgrove.com. Contact: Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widness-co-pr.com. 
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 The Edinburgh Festivals, Scotland


Edinburgh is the world’s leading Festival City, presenting an unforgettable and unparalleled mix of cultural experiences set in a UNESCO World Heritage site and one of the most historic and iconic cities in the world.

Edinburgh’s reputation as the world’s leading Festival City has deep roots. In 1947, the Edinburgh International Festival was established as a much-needed ‘platform for the flowering of the human spirit’, the same year saw the origins of both the Edinburgh Festival Fringe and The Edinburgh International Film Festival. 

	Other festivals followed, from military grandeur to intimate jazz and blues, fascinating science and underground theatre to children’s entertainment. 

As these festivals grew into world leading celebrations, international excellence in art, culture and science became a permanent and inescapable part of Edinburgh’s identity. 

Distinctively Scottish yet, profoundly international.

Edinburgh’s 12 festivals represent Scotland at its most confident, its most open and its most creative. Edinburgh’s Festivals offer an unparalleled international platform and springboard for Scottish artists and companies from around the world. 

Every year the festivals bring together artists, audiences and performers from every continent and over 70 countries, transforming Edinburgh into the world’s favourite Festival City and creating one of the most vibrant stages for global entertainment, debate and the performing arts.

Festival City 

Edinburgh’s combination of medieval closes, cobbled streets, underground vaults and 18th and 19th century Georgian grandeur offers itself to visitors as soon as they arrive; but to truly see the city behind doors there is no better time than during one of Edinburgh’s 12 festivals. 

The festivals literally and distinctively inhabit every corner of the historic city; from old university halls to private Georgian gardens and from residents living rooms to the Castle Esplanade, the city is in every way the festivals stage.


	The Edinburgh International Science Festival 

4 to 19 April 2015 

Edinburgh’s annual Science Festival is the world’s first celebration of science and technology, and one of Europe’s largest science events. 

The two-week event places emphasis on giving audiences amazing experiences through a programme of innovative and inspiring events.

Imaginate Festival 

2015 Dates TBC

With a week full of Scottish and international theatre, dance and performance for children and young people, the Imaginate Festival is now the UK’s largest festival of performing arts for this group. The festival also goes on tour throughout Scotland after its Edinburgh run.

Edinburgh International Film Festival 

June 2015

The Edinburgh International Film Festival pioneered the showcasing of the best international film and documentary genres. 

Past premieres have included Dr Zhivago, Taxi Driver, Manhattan, Blade Runner, Back to the Future, Pulp Fiction, ET: The Extra Terrestrial, The Motorcycle Diaries, and Oscar® triumph The Hurt Locker.




	An Alliance focus on the Edinburgh Festivals

(cont)

Edinburgh Jazz and Blues festival 

June 2015 

The biggest festival of its kind in Britain presents over 140 gigs at 13 venues over 10 days. The best international musicians rub shoulders with top Scottish talent to present unique collaborations and outstanding musicianship. 

Highlights of previous programmes include Roy Hargrove, Joe Temperley, Chick Corea, David Murray, China Moses and Van Morrison.

Edinburgh Art Festival 

31July to 31st August 2015

More than 40 museums, galleries and pop-up spaces come together in August to programme the Edinburgh Art Festival, with free entry to most exhibitions. It presents the best, most exciting and intriguing work in visual arts practice.

Edinburgh Festival Fringe 

1 to 25 August 2014

Theatre, comedy, dance, physical theatre, music, children’s shows, exhibitions, musicals, street performers and much more take place in more than 299 venues in Edinburgh. 

The programme depends entirely on the entrepreneurship of its participants. 

Anyone with a show to produce and a venue willing to host them can take part; there is no artistic vetoing of the more than 3,000 shows on offer.

Edinburgh International Festival 

8 to 31 August 2014

Inaugurated in 1947 as a celebration of peace through the arts, the Edinburgh International Festival showcases the very best and most prestigious international companies. 

Featuring opera, music, theatre and dance from around the world, the International Festival is one of the most accessible events of its league, with tickets starting at £8.


	Edinburgh International Book Festival 

9 to 25 August 2104

The Edinburgh International Book Festival is the largest celebration of ideas and the written word in the world. 

Over 900 participants from 47 different countries flock to the elegant surroundings of Charlotte Square Gardens in the historic heart of Edinburgh, the world’s first UNESCO City of Literature. 

More than 220,000 people come to the gardens to soak up the atmosphere, take part in creative workshops and attend meet-the-author events.

Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo 

1 to 23 August 2014

Set against the dramatic backdrop of Edinburgh Castle, this 90-minute performance is a unique blend of music, ceremony, entertainment and theatre, hosting over 1,000 military and civilian performers every night. 

Past performances have included dancers, steel bands, flag-wavers, drill teams, zulu warriors, camels, elephants, cavalry, motorcyclists, and police dogs. It ends with a spectacular firework display.

Edinburgh Mela 

29 to 31 August 2014

The Edinburgh Mela is one of Scotland’s biggest and best celebrations of world music and dance. The Mela has South Asian roots and celebrates cultural diversity through theatre, music, visual art and performance alongside a food and craft market in one of Edinburgh’s green parks.

Scottish International Storytelling Festival 

24 October to 4 November 2014

For centuries live oral storytelling, blended with music and song has carried Scotland’s voices from generation to generation - and round the world.

The Festival is Scotland’s annual celebration of traditional and contemporary storytelling, bringing together artists and audiences from Scotland and beyond.


Visit : www.edinburghfestivals.co.uk. Contact : Kate Bouchier-Hayes at kate@festivalsedinburgh.com. 
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 The Lee Valley Regional Park, London


The Lee Valley Regional Park is a 10,000-acre, 26 miles long linear park, much of it green spaces, running through the northeast of Greater London, Essex and Hertfordshire, in an area generally known as the Lea Valley. 
	Greater London's largest park, follows the course of the River Lea (Lee) along the Lea Valley from Ware in Hertfordshire through Essex and the north east of Greater London, through the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park to East India Dock Basin on the River Thames. 

It is made up of a diverse mix of countryside areas, urban green spaces, heritage sites, country parks, nature reserves, lakes and riverside trails and leading sports centres. 

Lee Valley White Water Centre,Waltham Cross, Hertfordshire

Lee Valley White Water Centre, near Waltham Abbey, is heralded as the 'best white water course in the world'. 

It provides an opportunity to ride the rapids on the same course that the world's best athletes faced during the London 2012 canoe slalom event. 

The centre offers activities on the white water including rafting, kayaking and canoeing and Hydrospeeding, similar to bodyboarding, or Hot Dog sessions, which are held on two person inflatables.

Visit : www.gowhitewater.co.uk.

Lee Valley VeloPark, Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, London

Lee Valley VeloPark on Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park is an exciting cycling venue with four types of cycling to be experienced. 

Ride the fastest track in the world inside the iconic velodrome, fly around the remodelled Olympic BMX track, race across the 1.6km, flood-lit road circuit or tackle the 8km of mountain biking trails available for all ability cyclists.

Visit :  www.visitleevalley.org.uk/velopark

	Lee Valley Hockey and Tennis Centre, Eton Manor, Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, London

Lee Valley Hockey and Tennis Centre has four indoor and six outdoor tennis courts as well as two of the best hockey pitches in the country. 

Visit : www.visitleevalley.org.uk/hockeytennis.

Lee Valley Caravan Park, Dobbs Weir, Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire

Lee Valley Caravan Park is 30 minutes from London by train and surrounded by the countryside of Hertfordshire and Essex.

This campsite offers touring and camping pitches and deluxe and classic pre-pitched tents.

Visit : www.visitleevalley.org.uk/wheretostay.

Lee Valley Camping and Caravan Park, Edmonton, London

Lee Valley Camping and Caravan Park, Edmonton is a peaceful site within easy reach of both central London and the many attractions of Lee Valley Regional Park. 

Visit : www.visitleevalley.org.uk/wheretostay. 

Lee Valley Campsite, Sewardstone, London

Lee Valley Campsite, Sewardstone is a family friendly campsite for tents and caravans, or cocoon or family woodland cabins. 

The 1,000 acre River Lee Country Park is on the doorstep, with its traffic-free cycling and walking trails, boating, rare wildlife and even white water rafting, and Epping Forest with its mountain bike tracks is also close by.

Visit : www.visitleevalley.org.uk/wheretostay


Visit : www.visitleevalleypark.org. Contact : Contact : Joanne Curtis at joannecurtis@leevalleypark.org.uk.
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Annual summer music events in Flanders and Brussels 


	Classical music 

Leuven Bells, Leuven 

July and August 

For those interested in the peel of bells, Leuven treats its visitors to the sound of the city’s four big carillons. 

On Thursdays visitors are treated to a rendition of the M-bells from the rooftop terrace of the M-Museum. 

On Sundays of the Vanden Gheynbeiaard bells at the Abbey of Sint-Geertrui can be enjoyed from their gardens and on Saturdays the city’s enchanting Beguinage or Leuven’s Library garden provides a fabulous backdrop to enjoy the city’s bells. 

MAfestival – Flanders Festival Bruges, Bruges 

1 to 10 August 2014
Founded in 1963, the MAFestival focuses on the historical practice of early music and is always renewing and extending the concept. 

For the ten days of the festival, the world's most exciting performers appear in Bruges and as well as concerts, the festival also organises lectures and classes, a competition for young musicians and an exhibition that focuses on historical instruments and musical accessories. 

Visit : www.mafestival.be/EN/program/MAfestival_2014
Laus Polyphoniae 2014 ‘’CLAUDIO’’, Antwerp 

22 to 31 August 2014
Claudio Monteverdi introduced the world to an expressive Italian baroque style. Concert goers are treated to the oeuvre of Marenzio, Ingegneri, Gombert, de Wert, Caccini and Willaert, played by different musicians at various historical locations in Antwerp.

Visit : www.amuz.be/en/node/2399

	Jazz

Gent Jazz Festival, Ghent, Bijlokesite (Godshuizenlaan)

10 to 20 July and 17 to 20 July 2014
The Ghent Jazz Festival, scheduled over two separate weeks, is one of Belgium’s best known jazz festivals. 

Visit : www.gentjazz.com.   

Brosella Folk & Jazz festival, Brussels, Théâtre de Verdure - Parc d’Osseghem 

12 and 13 July 2014 
Brosella is an international folk and jazz festival held on the second weekend of July. It presents traditional and contemporary jazz and folk music. 

The line up dedicates one day to Jazz and another to folk music during the weekend. www.brosella.be
Jazz Middelheim, Antwerp, Park den Brandt 

14 to 17 August 2014 
This annual jazz festival, held in the Middelheim Park in Antwerp, celebrates its 45th year. 

Visit : www.jazzmiddelheim.be/en
World music 

Afro Latino Festival, Bree

June

Afro Latino Festival presents African, Latin- American, Caribbean and south-European artists for a unique three day festival 

Visit : www.afro-latino.be/en
Sfinks Festival, Boechout, Molenveld

24 to 27 July 2014
The Sfinks festival features exotic music and delves into different cultures. It attracts over 40 000 visitors with a line up of up to 40 different live bands 

Visit : www.sfinks.be


	Annual summer music events in Flanders and Brussels 

(cont)

World music 

(cont)

Antilliaanse Festival, Hoogstraten, De Blauwbossen 

8 and 9 August 2014
The Antilliaanse feesten is a music festival in Antwerp that puts the focus on Latin music. This year they celebrate their 32nd anniversary! 

Visit : www.antilliaansefeesten.be. 

Afro Caribbean festival, ’t Paelsteenveld, Bredene 

August 2014
This is a free Afro Caribbean festival bringing varied music on three different stages. 

Visit : www.afrocaribbean.be/.  

Folk
Festival Dranouter 

1 to 3 August 2014
Dranouter’s annual four-day folk music festival has over 50 artists performing live. 

Visit : www.festivaldranouter.be/nl/programma.html. 

Rock and heavy metal

TW Classic, Leuven, Werchter

June

A one day festival, at the end of June organised by and using the same location of Rock Werchter (below). 

One stage showcases performances by successful international and national artists. The 2014 line-up included the Rolling Stones.

Visit : www.twclassic.be/en
Graspop Metal Meeting, Antwerp, Dessel

June 
Graspop is a three day festival, held the last weekend of June, with a focus on heavy metal. 

Visit : www.graspop.be
	Rock Werchter, Torhout Werchter

3 to 6 July 2014
Rock Werchter is a pop/rock festival in Flanders which takes place the first weekend of July. It started out as a one day festival and has grown into four days. 

Visit : www.rockwerchter.be/en.  

Cactusfestival, Bruges

11 to 13 July 2014
The Cactusfestival is a three day music festival focusing on rock and world music. 

Visit : www.cactusfestival.be/2014/programma_en.asp
Suikerrock, Tienen 

1 to 3 August 2014
The name Suikerrock (Sugar-Rock) refers to the city in which this festival takes place. Tienen is home to the biggest sugar refinery in Belgium and this festival is part of the European Talent Exchange Programme, which encourages artists to play at festivals, outside their own country. 

Visit : www.winforlifesuikerrock.be/en/sugarrock. 

Ieperfest, Ieper (Ypres)

8 to 10 August 2014
Ieperfest is a three day hardcore festival now into its 22nd year. This concert offers a variety of bands from all over the world and a variety of genres such as: old school hardcore, metalcore, doom, emo, metal and many more. 

Visit : www.ieperfest.com
Dance 

Summerfestival, Antwerp 

27 and 28 June 2014
Summerfestival focuses on electronic music with performances on nine different stages. Visitors can book transport on one of its party buses which depart from a large variety of towns and cities in Belgium.

Visit : www.summerfestival.be



	Annual summer music events in Flanders and Brussels 

(cont)

Dance 

(cont)

Tomorrowland, De Schorre in Boom ( near Antwerp)

18 and 20 July 2014 and 24 to 27 July 2014
One of the biggest music festivals in the world, Tomorrowland started as a small music festival in Flanders and has grown to a world leading dance festival. 

Visit : www.tomorrowland.com

WECANDANCE, Zeebrugge Beach  

9 and 10 August 2014

WECANDANCE is a daytime festival on four different stages. One of its attractions is its own Food Market and visitors can camp, with a festival after party taking place on the pier at Blankenberge beach. 

The festival guests are encouraged to dress up with the theme (2014 Egyptian).  

Visit : www.wecandance.be

	Laundry Day, Nieuw Zuid, Antwerp

6 September 2014
Laundry day is a dance music festival held in Antwerp at Nieuw Zuid. It started in 1998 as a street gathering and has grown into one of the biggest dance festivals of Belgium attracting over 60,000 participants. 

With 13 stages, 150 DJ’s and plenty of new and emerging talent, Laundry Day closes the Belgium festival summer. 

Visit : www.laundryday.be
Other Genres

Brussels Summer Festival 2014 

8 to 17 August 2014 
A cultural festival taking place in various venues around the city. Artists from all over the world perform on three different venues. 

Visit : www.bsf.be/en. 

Ghent Festival 

18 to 27 July 2014
During this ten day festival, the city of Ghent gives in to a non-stop celebration of music, local food and drink and city revellers. Small stages appear in the most unlikely locations all over the city and part of the river which flows through its centre, is transformed and covered into a giant stage.

Visit : www.gentsefeesten.be. 




Visit : www.visitflanders.co.uk. Contact : Anita Rampall at anita@visitflanders.co.uk
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com
Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or 

Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
	Hudson’s Historic Houses and Gardens 

www.hudsonsheritage.com. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com. Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com.
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  


	Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

The Official (UK) Tourist Board Guides 

www.visitor-guides.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  press@roughguides.com  

The Signpost 

www.signpost.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com. Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.com. Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
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	The Alliance 

Bulletin 


Providing key information in a
no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.
Mid-June 2014

Ashley Gibbins 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
www.itwalliance.com
	
	The Alliance Bulletin 


	Issue 164 : mid-June 2014                                                      www.itwalliance.com


	Contents

Job shop 

Enabling the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.

Working with the Alliance 

Travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance.
News 
News items of interest to travel journalists.
Leads 

Story ideas and angles from travel partners and their agencies.


	What’s on 

Annual or special events, celebrations and commemorations.

Reasons to write about 

More detailed information on potential features
A place to stay 
New, unusual, interesting or convenient accommodation worldwide.

Travel guides 

Travel guide publishers offering review copies to Alliance members.
Appendix one 

· A focus on Wales, and 

· A focus on Summer music festivals in Italy 


Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel writers, broadcasters and photographers

· Editor : 
commissioning editors

· Partner : 
travel and tourism industry organisations, or 

· Agency : 
agency representatives with travel or tourism clients
The Alliance press card 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with formal recognition of their status and standing in the profession and a range of opportunities from Alliance travel partners.

For more information contact Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com.




Join and follow 
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	Job shop


The International Travel Writers Alliance Job Shop has been created to enable the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.

Current jobs on the Job Shop 

Job Shop jobs currently include :

· Copywriter for All Leisure Holidays Group based in Market Harborough, UK 
· Reporter position for NBC News based in UK.  

· Managing Editor at Bentley University,Waltham, Massachusetts,a nd 
· Staff Editor at the Association of American Medical Colleges

Uploading the CV 

As well as searching for jobs, Alliance travel journalists can also upload a CV for potential employers to search if and when they need freelance support.

The Alliance is getting an increasing number of potential employers reviewing these CVs each week. 

Alliance journalists can also :
· set up Job Alerts so as to be notified if a job is posted that matches the journalists skills or interests 

· create an anonymous job seeker profile, and 
· access job searching tools and tips 

We hope the Job Shop will become a valuable addition to the range of services offered by the International Travel Writers Alliance.

Visit : www.jobtarget.com/home/home.cfm?site_id=14773
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
The Luxembourg City Tourist Office

The Luxembourg City Tourist Office is Luxembourg city's official Destination Management Organisation and acts as a tourist board, Luxembourg Convention Bureau (MICE) and festival organizer (500 concerts/year). 

The Office journalists to discover Luxembourg as the perfect short break destination off the beaten track. 

We facilitate press programs including sightseeing highlights, culinary tours and festival vibes for commissioned reporters, photographers and cameras. 

Visit : www.lcto.lu. Contact : Cathy Giorgetti at cathy.giorgetti@lcto.lu.
Suitcase Media

Suitcase Media is a global facilitator for travel brands and destinations looking to connect with the highly influential bloggers. 

Social networking has created huge opportunities for marketers to communicate with their audience in a more personal and direct fashion. 
One of these opportunities is to work with top bloggers who have the respect of their readers to advertise and endorse your brand or destination.

Visit : www.suitcasemedia.com.au. Contact : Nicole Connolly at info@suitcasemedia.com.au.

Team San Jose (USA)

Team San Jose, Inc. is an economic development organization and San Jose’s official Convention and Visitors Bureau, unifying the destination, hotels and venues to deliver an exceptional visitor experience. 

San Jose offers all you would expect from a big city destination with small town charm and serves as the gateway to Northern California attractions. 

Team San Jose provides full management services for seven venues on behalf of the City of San Jose including :

· the San Jose McEnery Convention Center

· Parkside Hall and South Hall and Arts

· California Theatre

· the Center for the Performing Arts

· Montgomery Theater, and 

· City National Civic.


Visit : www.sanjose.org. Contact : Kyle Schatzel at kschatzel@sanjose.org. 

travel4corners (USA)


travel4corners organises trips to travel destinations in the four corners areas of Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, and Arizona 
Visit : www.travel4corners.us. Contact : Leona St.Louis at travel4corners.us@gmail.com
Tourism for All UK

Tourism for All UK (TfA) is an independent charity supporting leisure and tourism opportunities for all, operating an information service to disabled and older people, and working with the industry and government to raise the standards of welcome to all guests. 

TfA provides information to disabled and older people on accessible accommodation and other tourism services in the UK and overseas. 

Every year they respond to thousands of people who may need help and support to enable them to take a break they may not have previously believed possible.

Visit : www.tourismforall.org.uk. Contact : Carrie-Ann Lightley at carrie-ann@tourismforall.org.uk.

Scotland's Personal Hotels

Scotland's Personal Hotels is a selection of family run hotels located across Scotland. The portfolio ranges from city centre to deluxe country house hotels and country inn and restaurants with rooms.  
Launched in 1997 with 12 hotels, Scotland's Personal Hotels now comprises over 50 properties. Its website offers information and easy booking on select hotels in each region.

Visit : www.scotland-hotels.com. Contact : Mark Linklater at mark@scotland-hotels.com
HistoricBritain.com 

HistoricBritain.com is an accommodation website with over 500 B&Bs and small hotels with heritage, and listings of 700 places to visit. 
Historic Britain generates revenue for those who incur the cost of maintaining Britain's heritage, through online booking of :

· hotels, inns, bed and breakfasts, and private houses that admit paying guests

· visitor tickets for museums, monuments, castles, houses and gardens that are open to the public, and

· guided tours. 
HistoricBritain.com offers the lowest prices for all properties advertised, and up-to-date availability of its B&Bs - an accommodation sector not traditionally accessible online. 

Visit : www.historicbritain.com. Contact : Leila Stocker at leila@turtle-pr.com.  

Alta Badia, Italy  

Alta Badia is a ski resort in the Dolomites of northern Italy, in the upper part of the Val Badia in South Tyrol offering a mix of skiing, scenery and gourmet food. 

The climate in Alta Badia is a typical alpine microclimate with mild summers and winters long and cold. From December to February average temperatures are below zero and night time temperatures can fall to minus 20°C. 
Although winters are snowy there is an average of 100 days of sunshine between December and March is the norm. 

Visit : www.altabadia.org. Contact : Lynsey Devon at lynsey@heavenpublicity.co.uk. 

	News


International Medieval Jousting Tournament, Arundel Castle, West Sussex, UK 

22 to 27 July 2014
Arundel Castle in West Sussex is inviting Alliance members to the international medieval jousting tournament at Arundel Castle on 22-27 July 2014.
 

With knights competing from Norway, The Netherlands, France and Poland, this is one of the largest tournaments in Europe.
 

Alliance members are invited to attend on a day of their choice, with gold+ entry to Arundel Castle – a stunning ancient castle and stately home set within 40 acres of gardens and grounds.
 

(See also What’s on)

 

Visit : www.arundelcastle.org. Contact : Jessica Beales at arundel@midnight.co.uk.

Birding on Saint Lucia

Anse Chastanet, the Caribbean resort in Saint Lucia has announced five day birdwatching excursions.

Set within 600 acres of lush vegetation and luminous greenery on the tropical island, and a UNESCO World Heritage Site, Anse Chastanet and its surrounding area near the southwest town of Soufriere attracts a wide range of tropical wildlife.

Across the wider island, the dramatic landscape changes of dry coastal areas, lush rainforest, scrub forests and sea cliffs are home to a whole host of local species that are present.  

Visit : www.ansechastanet.com. Contact : Charlotte Rous at Charlotte@grifcopr.com. 

The Australian Tourism Exchange, 2015

Melbourne will host the Australian Tourism Exchange (ATE), the country's premier tourism trade show, in 2015.

ATE brings together around 600 travel wholesalers and agents from 38 countries to meet and do business with 1,500 Australian tourism seller delegates from 500 companies.

Visit : www.tourism.australia.com. Contact: Kim Moore at kmoore@tourism.australia.com.

Sandals Resorts, Jamaica

Sandals Resorts will open its Royal Caribbean Spa Resort & Offshore Island in Jamaica in 2015.

The project will see five Maldivian-style over-the-water suites added to its private offshore island, with all including personal butler service via the Guild of Professional English Butlers. 

Sandals has resort properties on the islands of Jamaica, Antigua, Saint Lucia, The Bahamas, Barbados and Grenada.

Visit : www.sandals.co.uk. Contact : Holly Barnett at holly.barnett@sandals.co.uk.

Puerto Vallarta, Mexico

The Pacific Coast port of Puerto Vallarta in the Mexican state of Jalisco offers 40 miles of coastline and a diverse topography, including tropical jungles, river beds, steep mountain sides and arid flatlands. 

It encompasses all of Banderas Bay on the Pacific coast of Mexico.

Riviera Nayarit, Mexico's newest destination, is located ten minutes north of accessible Puerto Vallarta International Airport and stretches along the coast and is framed by the Sierra Madre Mountains just.  

Visit : www.visitpuertovallarta.com. Contact: Elena.Andreou@mediacofss.com.

The Old Rectory Hotel, Martinhoe, Exmoor National Park, Devon UK 

The Old Rectory Hotel has been awarded Best Small Hotel in England' at the VisitEngland Awards for Excellence 2014. 
The hotel is located in the tiny hamlet of Martinhoe on Exmoor and has 11 rooms and is one 15 hotels in the UK to be awarded a Michelin Red Pavilion.

The Old Rectory Hotel was also named Devon Hotel of the Year 2014 by the Good Hotel Guide.

Visit : www.OldRectoryHotel.co.uk. Contact : Jennette Baxter at pr@baxter1.clara.net.

Wildthings Publishing

Wildthings Publishing has published :

Hidden Beaches (Explore the secret coast of Britain)
Britain has some stunning coastline, yet many of its most beautiful beaches remain hidden and unvisited . 

Aimed at families, walkers, swimmers and explorers this new edition features 50 new secret beaches and recommendations for beach camping, seafood cafes, foraging and sea kayaking. 

Visit : www.wildthingspublishing.com/hiddenbeaches 

Wild Running (150 adventures on the trails and fells of Britain)
Wild Running is Britain’s first guidebook for runners who enjoy hill, woodland and coastal trails. 

It picks up on the rising trends in running and the outdoors and features a history of wild running, health benefits, getting fit, must-do races and top 10 selections.

Visit : www.wildthingspublishing.com/wildrunning 

Wild Swimming Italy (Rivers, lakes, waterfalls and hot springs of Italy)
Hot springs, lakes, secret river beaches and waterfalls, Italy has many beautiful wild natural areas and this is also a guide to those areas. 

Visit : www.wildthingspublishing.com/wildswimmingitaly 

Only Planet (A flight-free adventure around the world)
Ed Gillespie takes anything but a plane to circumnavigate the globe. From cargo ships to camels, hitch-hiking to hovercrafts, Ed proves that getting there really is half the fun. 

Visit : www.wildthingspublishing.com/onlyplanet 

France en Velo (The ultimate cycle journey from Channel to Med, St Malo to Nice)
Celebrating the Tour de France - this guide charts a 1000 mile coast to coast odyssey / challenge route, through gorges, peaks, stopping at charming places to eat and stay, visiting epic point on the Tour, and enjoying the best of French cycling culture. 

Visit : www.wildthingspublishing.com/franceenvelo 

Visit : www.wildthingspublishing.com. For review copies contact : Sarah Jones at wildthings@wildthingspublishing.com.

Jamaica 

The Jamaica Tourist Board has launched It's a Jamaican Ting, a campaign encouraging first to fourth generation Jamaicans to share short, personal anecdotes highlighting the best things about being Jamaican.

Visit : www.VisitJamaica.com. Contact : Fiona Anderson at Jamaica@mccluskey.co.uk.    

Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, Scotland

Glasgow’s Blythswood Square Hotel is the winner of the bar of the Scottish year 2014 as award by the Scottish Hotel Awards. 

Contenders for this award must offer knowledgeable staff with expertise in a particular area of beverage operation such as whisky, gin or wine, a varied menu and stock. 

Blythswood Square is an award winning 5 star spa hotel in Glasgow, with 100 guest rooms and a central location.

Visit : www.townhousecompany.com/blythswoodsquare and www.ScottishHotelAwards.com. Contact : Christopher Coates at Christopher@paragraphpublishing.com.

Foyles launches literary tours
Foyles, the UK National Bookseller has launched two new literary tour packages, offering book-lovers the opportunity to get closer to the lives of their favourite writers.

From July 2014, a series of day trips and overnight stays in partnership with Cambria Literary Tours will take readers to some of the UK’s greatest literary locations including: 
· Haworth, the home of the Brontë family

· Shakespeare’s Stratford
· the village where Roald Dahl lived and wrote for much of his life; and 
· various locations in South Wales where Dylan Thomas worked and wrote. 
A list of suggested reading will be provided for each tour and each participant will receive a 30% discount voucher valid for a purchase within any Foyles store.


In January 2015, award-winning novelist and broadcaster Marcel Theroux will lead a passage to India, the first excursion for Foyles Literary Tours International in partnership with escorted tours specialist Arblaster & Clarke. 
During the 13-day VIP voyage, adventurous readers will experience the world-renowned Jaipur Literary Festival, with exclusive access to author parties. 
Visit: www.foyles.co.uk. Contact :  Christina Neou-North at Christina.neou-north@fourcolmangetty.com.

Whistler, British Columbia, Canada

The British Columbia resort of Whistler has been named Best Ski Resort in the World by readers of luxury travel magazine, Ultratravel.

Whistler is located in the Coast Mountains 120 kilometres (75 miles) north of Vancouver.

Consistently rated the top ski resort in North America, Whistler was the Host Mountain Resort of the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games.

The resort offers activity options from skiing and snowboarding, mountain biking and golf, to hiking and rock climbing.

The resort offers an extensive range of accommodations totaling 10,000 bedrooms among 24 hotels as well as townhomes, condos, B&Bs and chalets. 

Whistler also has more than 100 restaurants and bars, 200 retail shops, 25 spas and countless . 

Visit : www.whistler.com/media and www.BritishColumbia.travel. Contact : Louise Petter at LPetter@DestinationBC.co.uk. 

Three Glens, Dumfriesshire, Scotland 

The Three Glens in Dumfriesshire has been awarded five-star rating by VisitScotland.

The carbon-negative, sustainable property built by a Green Energy farmer of the year, combines the latest in eco-technology with superior comfort as well as full time concierge services. 

Some of its sustainable, eco-friendly features are: 

	· the turf roof

· electricity from a 100kW turbine

· ground-source heating

· biomass stove (the Austrian Kachelöfen)

· water from a bore hole

· solar thermal water heating (and underfloor heating)
	· triple glazing

· heat recovery system that cleans the air and redistributes it around the house

· oak cladding from wind-felled trees on the surrounding land, and

· sheep's wool insulation (from the farm’s own sheep)




The reclaimed fittings are over 80 years old including cast-iron baths and the porcelain sinks and loos, old disused railway sleepers are used outside and inside for furniture and reclaimed slate flag stones upcycled from a Victorian Greenhouse.

Guests can experience a luxury ski-chalet service at this stylish property with 360 views of Dumfriesshire’s countryside.

Visit : www.3glens.com. Contact : Renata Parolari Fernandes at info@fivestarmagazine.co.uk.

	Leads


New Beach Club at Scheveningen, The Hague

 

The BLISS Beach Club, the largest beach club in Holland, has opened close to the Zwarte Pad and Scheveningen Pier.

 

The beach pavilion offers lounging corners with large cushions, VIP beds and deluxe ‘cabanas’. 

Visit : www.beachclubbliss.com. Contact : Simone Sagi at ssagi@holland.com. 

 
The Tampa Bay CityPASS

The new Tampa Bay CityPASS provides discounts on admission to top regional attractions including : 

· Busch Gardens Tampa

· the Florida Aquarium

· Tampa's Lowry Park Zoo

· the Clearwater Marine Aquarium.

The CityPASS is available in New York City, Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Houston, Philadelphia, San Francisco, Seattle, Southern California, Tampa Bay and Toronto. 

Visit : CityPASS.com. Contact : Deborah Walker at deborah@citypass.com.

The Tschuggen Grand Hotel, Arosa, Switzerland

The Tschuggen Grand Hotel in Arosa will be opening the Urdenhahn cable car, connecting Arosa to Lenzerheide. 

This will allow walkers to more easily explore the Swiss mountain range in the summer months.  

Visit :  www.tschuggen.ch. Contact : Alexandra at alexandra@annscott.co.uk. 
Electric-assisted mountain bikes, France

Electric-assisted mountain bikes are now widely available in the mountain resorts of France, enabling even complete beginners to enjoy riding in the mountains.

For seasoned riders, the French mountains continue to strengthen their position as the MTB mecca, with a number of new developments and a raft of international events on offer this summer.

First introduced in France three years ago, electric-assisted mountain bikes are now available in a range of French mountain resorts.

France Montagnes

France Montagnes is an agency that promote the mountains of France as a tourist destination. 

Visit : ww.en.france-montagnes.com and www.atout-france.fr. Contact Matt Carr at matt.carr@atout-france.fr 

2by2 Holidays, Africa

Southern and east Africa specialist 2by2 Holidays has introduced a new tour that offers golfers the opportunity to explore South Africa and play six of its championship golf courses. 

2by2 features South Africa, Botswana, Kenya, Lesotho, India, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Rwanda, Seychelles, Sri Lanka, Swaziland, Tanzania and Zanzibar, Uganda, Zambia and Victoria Falls and Zimbabwe. 

Visit : www.2by2holidays.co.uk. Contact : Angie Cronin at angie@loudbird.co.uk.

UniversityRooms.com
UniversityRooms.com was set up in 2007 with Keble College Oxford and St Catharine's in Cambridge the first two colleges to join.

From the grandeur of Oxford, Cambridge and Durham to the more modern but equally conveniently located halls in London, Edinburgh, Newcastle, Leeds, Manchester, Cardiff and Exeter – there's a university room in most of the major UK cities, as well as over 40 cities in Europe, Canada and Australia.

The site now has availability in over 400 university colleges and student residences in 75 cities around the world. 

Visit : www.universityrooms.com. Eveleen Hatch at Eveleen@seriouslypr.co.uk. 

Backyard Travel, Vietnam

Backyard Travel, has launched a new Vietnam tour giving travellers the chance to explore the undiscovered, Bai Tu Long Bay.

Bai Tu Long Bay is situated to the north of Ha Long Bay and is more off the beaten track and quieter than its more famous neighbour.

Bangkok based Backyard Travel is an online travel company specializing in tailor-made tours to Vietnam, Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Indonesia, Japan and China.

Visit : www.backyardtravel.com. Contact : Maeve Nolan at marketing@backyardtravel.com. 

In The Saddle

In The Saddle specialises in horse riding holidays from ranches in the Rocky Mountain states of Montana and Wyoming, beach and mountain rides in Europe, horseback safaris in Africa and riding expeditions to remote and unexplored parts of the world. 

Among these : 

Castellare di Tonda, Italy

Located in Italy's Tuscan hills, In The Saddle's Castellare di Tonda is 800 acre working wine estate and Quarter horse stud farm.

This countryside resort and spa provides the chance to 'ride like a cowboy' and become accustomed to Western tack, while exploring the varied terrain. 

The Kiskunsági National Park, Hungary

Located in the Kiskunsági National Park, Hungary in an area of over 53,000 hectares, In The Saddle's El Bronco ranch provides offers riding on a mixture of Quarter horses, Appaloosas and Paints, ridden in traditional Western tack. 

Visit : www.inthesaddle.com. Contact: Lauren Barber at lauren@g-gee.com. 

Biscarrosse-Plage and Biarritz, Aquitaine, France 

Biscarrosse-Plage and Biarritz.are two coastal towns in the Aquitaine region of France and Lagrange Holidays have new self-catering properties in both resorts.

Biscarrosse-Plage 

Located in the Landes area of Aquitaine, Biscarrosse-Plage boasts fine, sandy beaches for the wide variety of water-sports on offer, such as surfing, as well as fresh water lakes and lush pine forests filled with walking trails and cycle paths. 

The Les Balcons de l'Ocean apartments in the Lagrange Confort+ range, is located 150m from the beaches and 400m from the centre of the resort. 

Visit : www.biscarrosse.com
Biarritz 

The most known resort on the Basque coastline, Biarritz is a lively seaside town and surfer's destination.

Biarritz is also a good base from which to explore the Basque region and the northern Spanish coast. 

The Les Patios Eugénie apartments are in the heart of Biarritz and is 400m from the resort's Grande Plage beach. 

Visit : www.tourisme.biarritz.fr/en/home. 

Lagrange Holidays

Lagrange Holidays is a ski and summer specialist to France whose offering comprises 200 resorts and destinations across France's coasts, countryside, cities and mountains.

Visit : www.lagrange-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Hetty Partington at hpartington@lagrange-holidays.co.uk.

Kenai Fjords Tours, Seward, Alaska

TripAdvisor, has awarded Kenai Fjords Tours with its Award of Excellence.

Kenai Fjords Tours, in Seward, Alaska, is celebrating over 40 years of cruising the waters of Kenai Fjords National Park. 

Operating seasonally from April to September, the company offers passengers the chance to journey into the depths of the national park with visits to a private lodge on Fox Island. 

Visit : www.kenaifjords.com. Contact : Dee Buchanon at dbuchanon@ciri.com.
The Sani Festival, Halikidiki, Greece

July and August 2014 (annual)

The annual Sani Festival held at luxurious Sani Resort in Halikidiki, Greece, runs through July and August, with a schedule dedicated to pureblood American Jaz.

Concerts take place at Sani Hill, a natural amphitheatre complete with its own Byzantine tower.

The Sani Resort comprises four, 5-star hotels: 

· Sani Asterias Suites

· Porto Sani Village & Spa

· Sani Beach Club and 

· Sani Beach Hotel & Spa. 

There are three exclusive Sani spa venues, with a marina at the heart and restaurants, bars, designer boutiques and art galleries. 

Visit : www.saniresort.gr. Contact: Lallie Fraser at Lallie@grifcopr.com.

Potters Resort, Norfolk UK

Potters Resort is a five-star luxury Resort located at Hopton-on-Sea on the Norfolk Coast between Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft and within reach of the Norfolk Broads.

The resort is an inclusive holiday location offering a range of short breaks with evening entertainment shows, active sports such as archery, clay shooting and bowls and a nearby beach. 

Visit : www.pottersholidays.com. Contact : Danielle Howard at danielle.howard@pottersholidays.com.

Backyard Travel, Laos

Backyard Travel, the online boutique travel agency specializing in unique and insider tours to Asia, has launched a new Laos tour giving travelers the chance to experience the dramatic scenery that surrounds the Mekong River, and explore some fascinating pre-Angkorian temples.

The tour then takes in the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Wat Phou – a temple built by rulers of the Khmer empire, which pre-dates Angkor Wat. 

Travelers can then spend their time biking around the quiet islands of Don Det and Don Khone, both car-free islands with electricity only during the evenings. 

Visit : www.backyardtravel.com. Contact : Christian Sutton at  info@backyardtravel.com.

	What’s on 


The Yukon

The Yukon River Quest

25 to 29 June 2014

The Yukon River Quest - Race to the Midnight Sun is world’s longest annual canoe and kayak marathon

The 444-mile wilderness adventure paddling race is held on the Yukon River from Whitehorse to Dawson City in Canada’s Yukon Territory. 

Taking place during the last week of June, the Quest is known as the “Race to the Midnight Sun,” as paddlers race round-the-clock under a sky that never gets dark. 

There are just two mandatory rest stops of 10 hours over the course of the entire event. 

There are currently 54 teams registered for the 2014 race with paddlers from twelve countries.

Visit : www.yukonriverquest.com. 

The Adäka Cultural Festival, the Yukon

27 June to 3 July, 2014

Showcasing Yukon First Nations arts and culture, the Adäka Festival offers a programme of events incorporating traditional and contemporary music, dance, drumming, arts and crafts, storytelling, film, artist demonstrations, workshops, cultural presentations and a community feast.

Visit : www.adakafestival.ca
Visit: www.travelyukon.com. Contact : Lisa Chamberlain at Lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com. 

The Evian Resort Pro-Am, Lake Geneva and

12 to 15 July

The Evian Resort Pro-Am is staged  at Evian Resort's hotels - the newly renovated five star Hôtel Royal and the four star Hôtel Ermitage - located between Lake Geneva and the mountains. 

 

The Evian Resort Pro-Am is played over 18 holes in teams of four, with  one golf pro + three amateurs.

 

Visit : www.evianresort.com. contact : li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

International Jousting Tournament, Arundel Castle, West Sussex, UK 

22 to 27 July 2014 

The International Jousting Tournament, at Arundel Castle, West Sussex is Europe’s Largest.
 

Knights compete for the ultimate glory of winning the Championship of Arundel Castle, with an award also presented to the most chivalrous knight.

This year’s teams are made up of old rivals the Kingdoms of England and France plus two new teams; the Burgundian Alliance and the Kingdom of Poland. 
 

Set in 1470, the tournament offers a whole week of action with three jousts per day.  

As well as the jousting, visitors will be able to witness hand-to-hand combat with a medieval tournament from the knights and men-at-arms of Raven Tor living history Group.  
Visit www.arundelcastle.org. Contact : Jessica Beales at arundel@midnight.co.uk.

Events in Holland

 

Welcome Aboard. Suitcases and travel bags, Tassenmuseum, Amsterdam 

Until 31 August 2014

 

This exhibition shows the history of travel and the development of suitcases and travel bags from 1850 to the present. 

Among other items in the exhibition, the museum is showing gigantic trunks for travel by coach and ship, as well as luxurious luggage sets from the 1950s and extravagant dressing cases containing silver brushes and crystal vials. 

Visit : www.tassenmuseum.nl/en. Contact : Simone Sagi at ssagi@holland.com. 

 

The Holland Festival, Amsterdam

1 to 28 June 2014, various locations across the city

Performers from around the world come to Amsterdam for a month of culture, featuring theatre, dance and music.

Visit : www.hollandfestival.nl. Contact : Simone Sagi at ssagi@holland.com. 

 

Tivolivredenburg, Utrecht

From 21 June 2014

 

A new major music venue with five concert halls and a grand café is to open in Utrecht. 

The Tivolivredenburg includes a Pop Hall, Jazz Hall, Chamber Music Hall and other music venues all with state of the art acoustics and facilities. The venue will be located in the heart of the city and the programme will include music from all genres.

Visit : www.tivolivredenburg.nl. Contact : Simone Sagi at ssagi@holland.com. 

 

The Mauritshuis, The Hague

From 28 June 2014

The Mauritshuis in The Hague is to re-open following a major renovation.

Described as a ‘jewel box’, the Mauritshuis has a lakeside location in the heart of The Hague, the historic city that is home to the Dutch Parliament and Royal Family.

The reopening provides an opportunity for a major re-presentation of the museum’s world-famous collection of Dutch art including Rembrandt’s Anatomy Lesson, Carel Fabritius’ The Goldfinch and Jan Steen’s As the Old Sing, So Pipe the Young. 

The museum features two of Vermeer's greatest masterpieces, Girl with a Pearl Earring (c.1665) and View of Delft (c.1660 - 1661). 

Visit : www.mauritshuis.nl. Contact : Simone Sagi at ssagi@holland.com. 

WISH Outdoor Festival 2014

4 to 6 July 2014

The 8th edition of WISH Outdoor festival takes place at Aa in Beek en Donk, which is close to the city of Eindhoven. 

The music and DJ festival will feature over 250 artists and will receive over 35,000 visitors. 

Visit : www.thisisourwonderland.com. Contact : Simone Sagi at ssagi@holland.com. 

Eastern European festival 

Serbia

Belgrade is making a name for itself as the party capital of Europe, and the Exit Festival (15 to 17 July) attracts around 50,000 festivalgoers each year.

Winner of the 'Best Major Festival' at the European Festival awards, EXIT was started by three students in 2000 against the Milosevic regime, fighting for political change and freedom. 
Taking place in the Petrovaradin Fortress in Novi Sad, Serbia, EXIT has numerous stages connected by cobbled streets, ramparts and tunnels.

Visit www.exitfest.org. 
Croatia 

The Barrakud Festival takes place on the island of Pag (9 – 16 August 2014), the Barrakud Extended Experience brings together acts at the forefront of today’s electronic music scene.

Visit www.barrakud.com.

Latvia

The Positivus Festival (18 to 20 July) is the largest music and arts festival in the Baltic States, taking place in the picturesque coastal town of Salacgriva in Latvia.  
With three main stages, Positivus brings a rich diversity of international chart toppers and underground emerging talent to the holiday location. 
The festival also offers an extensive arts programme, with cinema, dance, art and fashion.

Visit www.positivusfestival.com.

Poland

This Off boutique Festival (2 to 4 August 2014) takes place in the Three Lake Valley in Katowice, Poland. 
Visit off-festival.pl.
Hungary 

Winner of the 'Best Major European Festival' award in 2011, the Sziget Festival (11 to 18 August 2014) is one of the biggest multicultural events of Europe, attracting almost 400,000 fans from over 70 countries to an island in the heart of Budapest. 
Visit www.szigetfestaival.com.

Turkey 

Isle Of Dreams is a new three-day electronic music festival that will take place in switzerland, Turkey and Israel, which is inspired by the music and culture of the isle of Ibiza. 
Isle Of Dreams Turkey takes place from 5-7 August in Antalya Turkey. 
Visit www.isle-of-dreams.com. 

Contact : Jessica Goodchild at jessica@globalpublicity.co.uk.

The Tenerife Walking Festival

10 to 14 March 2015

Ramblers from all over Europe will be gathering in Tenerife in March 2015  for the first Tenerife Walking Festival. 

Participants will hike along the island’s diverse scenery, including coastal paths, volcanic landscapes and ancient forests, and take part in activities including stargazing and dramatised tours.

Areas ramblers will explore include :

· the protected Teide National Park – a UNESCO World Heritage Site – and its volcanic landscape

· coastal towns such as Taganana and San Juan de la Rambla, and 

· the green laurisilva (ancient laurel forests) of Anaga and Teno Rural Parks. 

The Festival is aimed at professional hikers who are members of the European Ramblers Association or its national affiliates such as Ramblers, the Long Distance Walkers Association and Mountaineering Ireland. 

Visit : www.tenerifewalkingfestival.com and www.webtenerife.co.uk.  Contact : Polly Martin at polly@humewhitehead.co.uk. 

	Reasons to write about


Vaya Adventures, South American 

Vaya Adventures creates custom itineraries throughout South and Central America.

Trips include off-the-beaten path day hikes near places travelers are likely to visit in South America including : 

Peru - Machu Picchu Mountain

An alternative to the Huayna Picchu (the hike nearly all active visitors to Machu Picchu do), Machu Picchu Mountain is traversed by far fewer people and offers incredible and unique views of the surrounding mountains and ruins. 

This hike begins at about 8,400 feet at the southern end of Machu Picchu and rises to 10,000 feet at the summit. 

The hike takes about three hours roundtrip and passes through significant stretches of original Incan stonework winding up the side of the mountain, reaching a summit with 360-degree views of Machu Picchu’s iconic ruins and the Urubamba River below. 

Visit : www.vayaadventures.com/destinations/peru-machu-picchu. 

Brazil - Rio de Janeiro, Tijuca National Park

Overlooking the largest (46 square mile) urban forest in the world is Pedra da Gavea (crow’s nest), a peak 2,762 feet above sea level. 

The trail to the top is only about a mile long, but it’s a three-hour commitment due to a section of Class IV climbing that may involve setting up a belay.  

A less adventurous option is to the top of the Pico da Tijuca, also inside Tijuca National Park and the Park’s highest point.  

View : www.vayaadventures.com/destinations/brazil.  

 

Ecuador - Quito, Pasochoa Wildlife Refuge Summit Trail

Twenty miles south of Quito, near the town of Sangolqui, is the access point for a seven-hour roundtrip trek with an elevation gain of 3,000 feet to the summit at 13,800 feet. 

The trail is straightforward, but it requires a good level of fitness and, for those who want to get all the way to the top, there is some rock scrambling at the end to reach the summit. 

Views along the way include the Avenue of Volcanoes, the snow-clad volcanic peaks of the Andes.

Hikers reach the edge of an ancient, extinct volcanic caldera, with cloud forest-covered crater walls and unique flora such as a rare polylepis forest and many bromeliads. This is one of the best places in Ecuador to see condors in the wild. 

Visit : www.vayaadventures.com/destinations/the-galapagos-ecuador. 

 

Chile - Paso Desolación Trail

After a two-hour drive from Puerto Varas through Chile’s Lake District to the trailhead, guests embark on a five-hour hike that offers a spectacular alternative to the relatively touristy and overcrowded attractions of Petrohue Falls, Peulla and Frutillar. 

This day hike passes right along the side of glacier-clad Osorno Volcano, with incredible views out to magnificent Todos los Santos Lake and the surrounding mountains in the other direction.  

Visit : www.vayaadventures.com/destinations/chile.

Guatemala - Lake Atitlán, San Pedro Volcano

This hike begins after a scenic boat ride across the lake, usually from Palopó or Panajachel. 

It is a 3,700-foot ascent to the summit on some 2.5 miles of steep, winding trail along the northwest side of the volcano. Plan an entire day for this one.  

If it’s too much to make it to the top, you’ll still get great views back out over the lake and surrounding area and experience some of the beautiful cloud forest on the flanks of the volcano, something few people take the time to do, summit or no summit. 

 

Visit : www.vayaadventures.com/destinations/guatemala. 

 

Visit : www.vayaadventures.com. Contact: Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com. 

Vineyards in the Cote d'Azur, France

Quality Villas have villas near some lesser known vineyards in the Cote d'Azur.

Vignoble des Hautes Collines, inland Cote D'Azur, Saint-Jeannet 

Unlike most wines, it is first placed in large glass bottles, then left in direct sunlight for several months. Quite unique! After this period has elapsed, the wine then follows a more traditional method of being matured in oak barrels. 

Villa Prestige, Nr Vence is within easy driving distance of Haute Collines. 

Chateau de Cremat, Nice

Located in the Appellation d'Origine Controlee (AOC) Bellet, Chateau de Cremat was built more than 100 years ago. Offering guided visits, this vineyard sits above the Var Valley. 

Les Lauriers is a villa with views of the valley.

Domaine de l'Abbaye de Lerins, Cannes

Located just off the coast of Cannes, the Ile Saint-Honorat has a long and rich wine-making history that dates back to the Middle Ages. 

On this isle, a group of monks tend to some eight hectares of vineyards and produce some excellent wines – in fact, their bottles are considered to be among the finest in France. 

As well as visiting the vineyard in person, it is worth looking out for bottles from this winery which is often used by local Michelin-starred chefs.

Villa Adagio, is at Mougins, the closest hilltop village to Cannes. 

Visit : www.qualityvillas.com. Contact : info@qualityvillas.com. 

Cape Town, South Africa

Cape Towns is best visited between May and September, when the city enjoys a mild Mediterranean-type climate with daytime temperatures averaging 18 degrees Celsius (65 degrees Fahrenheit).


Adventure pursuits 

This is the best time for adventure enthusiasts to enjoy hiking, kloofing, surfing, kitesurfing, paragliding and more. 
The surf-swell is bigger and the waters feel warmer.

In addition, the whale-watching season is from July to September which is also the best time to do shark-cage diving with an almost 100% success rate because the sharks are particularly active and visibility is at its best.

The Green Season


Cape Town’s nature is at its verdant best over this period with winter waterfalls running down Cape Town’s mountainsides and the West Coast beginning its floral blossoming.

Events in Cape Town 

Many annual events take place between May and September, including: 
· Comedy: The Cape Town Jive Funny Festival (26 May to 22 June 2014)

· The Good Food & Wine Show (29 May to 1 June 2014) 
· The South African Book Fair (13 to 15 June 2014)

· The Mercedes – Benz Cape Town Fashion Week (24 to 26 July 2014), and 
· the Cape Town Fringe Festival (25 September to 5 October 2014)
Value for Money

With the South African exchange rate at one of its lowest points in years, Cape Town offers great value for money for international visitors.

Getting to Cape Town

Direct and one-stop flights to Cape Town are available throughout winter with South African Airways, British Airways, Emirates, KLM, Lufthansa and Virgin Atlantic, amongst others. 
Flying time between Cape Town and European countries is around eleven – twelve hours, approximately fifteen hours from the Middle East and Asia, and an average of thirty hours from the USA.

Cape Town awards

Cape Town has amassed many accolades this year including :

· Number One on the New York Times 52 Places to Go in 2014

· Number Three City in the World by Lonely Planet’s Best in Travel 2014, and 

· Number One Holiday Hotspot in theguardian.com’s Top 40 destination round-up. 

Cape Town was also voted the Second Top Destination in Africa in the Tripadvisor’s Traveller’s Choice Awards 2014.

Visit: www.capetown.travel. Contact : Tammy White at tammy@rabbitinahat.co.za. 

Annual events along the Mediterranean

Edmiston, the superyacht charter company, has complied a list of the hottest annual events along the Mediterranean this summer - all accessed by boat.

F1 Grand Prix, Monaco

May

One of the most prestigious sporting events, the Formula 1 Monaco Grand Prix has been held annually since 1929.

Visit : www.monaco-grand-prix.com 
International Salsa Festival, Antalya, Turkey 

May

Known for its welcoming climate and beach parties, Antalya hosts several festivals throughout the year, including the Turkish International Salsa Festival in May. 

More than 50 shows will take place with many opportunities for amateur participants to compete and learn from the world’s best. 

This dance festival is renowned for carrying the party through the night with the organisers ensuring there is plenty to do after the sun goes down.

Visit : www.festivalsero.com. 
Concerti al Tramonto, Anacapri, Italy

June 

Housed in the Villa San Michele in Anacapri, this Italian classical music festival runs throughout June, with concerts taking place just after sunset.

At 327 feet above sea level, the gardens of Villa San Michele have panoramic views of the town of Capri and its harbour.

Santorini Jazz Festival in Kamari, Santorini 

July 

Kamari beach’s black sands is the venue for this jazz festival, the brainchild of Vasilis Tzatzias  and Kamari Open Air Cinema owner Antonis Kutrubilis. 

Held in the grounds of the cinema, the festival has become an important island cultural event.

The International Bodrum Ballet Festival, Turkey 

July and August

Held in the Castle of Saint Peter, this festival is staged in a castle that is the most famous building in Bodrum.

Visit : www.santorini-travel.gr. 
Festa dell'Assunta, Postiano, Italy

August 

Meaning, The Festival of Our Lady of the Assumption, this is one of Positano's most important religious celebrations. 

Over two days, the festival commemorates the ancient legend of how a ship carrying a Byzantine icon of the Virgin Mary was beached in the bay of Positano. 

Celebrations begin with the so-called "Alazata del Quadro" ("The Lifting of the Painting") in front of the Church of Santa Maria Assunta. In the evening, a spectacular procession of illuminated boats head to the "Mamma e Figlio" rocks by the beach of Fornillo before returning to the Spiaggia Grande beach and the Cathedral. 

The following day sees the festivities continue late into the night and conclude with a firework display over the sea, which lights up much of the Amalfi Coast.

Visit : www.positano.com/en. 
Ramatuelle Festival, France

July and August

In 1985, Jacques Franjour and Jean-Claude Brialy launched the Ramatuelle Festival to promote this small Provençal village, best known for its beauty and traditional French architecture. 

In its 28 years, the reputation of the Ramatuelle Festival is firmly established with 1,400 artists, musicians and entertainers performing dance, music, comedy and classical theatre.

Les Azuriales Opera, St-Jean-Cap-Ferrat, France August

Les Azuriales Opera takes place amongst the grounds of Villa Ephrussi de Rothschild, a venue suited to recreating the eighteenth century intimacy of a private musical soirée for the audience. 

Each night culminates in a moonlit dinner looking over the bay of Villefranche to the west and over the sea to Italy on the east.

Visit : www.festivalderamatuelle.com. 
Visit : www.edmiston.com. Contact : Paul at edmiston@verypcc.com 

	A place to stay 


Luna Hotel Baglioni, Venice, Italy

Luna Hotel Baglioni is located in the heart of Venice close to St Mark's Square with views of San Giorgio Island and St Mark's Basin.

Guests can enjoy breakfast in the stunning frescoed Salone Marco Polo or a meal at the award-winning Canova restaurant.

Visit : www.baglionihotels.com/Venice. Contact Jessica at jessica@annscott.co.uk.

The Pullman Paris Montparnasse, Paris, France 

The Pullman Paris Montparnasse will reopen in July after 18 months of renovation work with all 2,510 rooms revamped and 26,000 m2 of public areas redesigned.

The hotel is located close to Montparnasse train station and at a crossroads between three arrondissements (6th, 14th and 15th).

Visit : www.accorhotels.com/gb/hotel...pullman-paris-montparnasse. 
The Pullman network features more than 80 hotels in Europe, Africa, the Middle East, Asia-Pacific and Latin America. 
It is the upscale international hotel brand of hotel operator Accor, which has 3,600 hotels and 92 countries.

Visit : www.pullmanhotels.com. Contact : Sarah Wilson at sarah.wilson@mason-williams.com. 
Suncadia Resort, Washington State, USA

The Suncadia Resort, which is located 80 miles east of Seattle in the Cascade Mountains, is set on six miles of pristine Cle Elum River frontage, with 80 percent of the resort community designated as open space.

It features over 50 miles of hiking and biking trails and is a certified Built Green Community.  

Its three golf courses - Prospector and Rope Rider Golf Courses and the private Tumble Creek Golf Course - were ranked among the top ‘10 Best New Courses in America’ in 2006 and 2011 by Golf Digest.  Rope Rider was named 2011 Best New Course of the Year by Golf Magazine.

Suncadia Resort received the 2013 AAA Four Diamond Award, the fourth time the resort has received this award since its opening in 2007.

 

Visit : www.suncadia.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com. 

Banyan Tree Yangshuo, Fuli, China

The Banyan Tree Yangshuo will open in September 2014 in the ancient township of Fuli on the Li River. 

Located within the county of Yangshuo and surround by the Karst Mountains, Banyan Tree Yangshuo has been designed as a village resort with 142 suites and villas.

Banyan is the first international operator to open a resort in Yangshuo.

The waterways around Fuli Town provide canoeing and rafting opportunities, or guests can trek through the Karst Mountains meeting locals along the way. 

Fuli Town is also known as “China’s Home of Fan Painting”, and guests can participate in Chinese art painting classes to create their own exclusive fans to take home. 

Banyan Tree Yangshuo is a 1.5 hour drive from the Guilin Liangjiang International Airport and 30 minutes from downtown Yangshuo.

 

The Banyan Tree Group has a portfolio of 35 resorts and hotels, 70 spas, 80 galleries and three golf courses.

Visit : www.banyantree.com/en/yangshuo. Contact : Sarah White at BanyanTreeTeam@fourbgb.com. 

 

AVANI Seychelles Barbarons Resort & Spa, Seychelles

The Minor Hotel Group, which has a portfolio of 100 hotels, resorts and serviced suites in 14 countries across Asia Pacific, the Middle East, Africa and the Indian Ocean, will open the AVANI Seychelles Barbarons Resort & Spa in the fourth quarter of 2014.

The property, previously called Le Meridien Barbarons Beach Hotel has been closed for eight months for an USD 8 million refurbishment.

Comprising an archipelago of 115 islands in the Indian Ocean east of mainland Africa, the Seychelles’ enjoys a year round tropical climate.

Located on the west coast of Mahe Island, along the bay of Barbarons Beach, guests at AVANI Seychelles Barbarons will have  unobstructed coastal views and direct access to a 600 metre stretch of beach and turquoise waters.

 

Visit : www.minorinternational.com. Contact : Hannah Summers at Hannah@grifcopr.com. 

The Bajan Family Adventure Camp

Elegant Hotels Group has launched a new kids' activity programme, which includes horse riding, catamaran trips and submarine tours.

The Bajan Family Adventure Camp is available in the group's family-friendly properties in Barbados, including Turtle Beach, Tamarind, Crystal Cove and Colony Club.

Elegant Hotels Group owns and operates five hotels and resorts on the Caribbean Island of Barbados. 

Visit : www.eleganthotels.com/experience/family. Contact : Tyrphenia Greenwood at eleganthotels@brightergroup.com.  
Kuramathi Island Resort, Maldives 

The Kuramathi Island Resort is located in the Maldivian archipelago of Rasdhoo Atoll, a 20-minute seaplane transfer from Male.

Kuramathi Island is only 1.8 km in length and is covered in lush vegetation and bordered by white sand and the azure waters of the Indian Ocean.

The resort's 290 scattered guest villas are subtly integrated into the natural habitat, ranging from Beach and Garden Villas through to Water Villas with Jacuzzi's. 

The resort also offers a range of activities including two fully equipped PADI dive schools for divers of all skill levels. 

The dive sites themselves contain a range of aquatic life from Hammerhead Sharks to turtles to manta-rays to bat fish and a myriad of other marine life. 

Visit : www.kuramathi.com. Contact : Maya Mahir at mayam@goodresults.co.uk.

The Mayflower Grace, Washington, Connecticut

Grace Hotels has opened the Mayflower Grace, its second property in the United States.

Located in Washington, Connecticut, the Mayflower Grace is a  country retreat, located in 58 acres of landscaped gardens and woodland and is two hours drive from New York.

 Visit : www.gracehotels.com/mayflower. Contact : Clare Durnford at claredurnford@gracehotels.com. 
The LEGOLAND Windsor Resort, UK 

The LEGOLAND Windsor Resort has joined forces with the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) to create a wildlife garden in the Resort featuring habitats made entirely from LEGO bricks.

The Resort's model makers have created, from thousands of individual bricks, a frogitat, a series of hogitats (hedgehog houses) plus a bird bath and bat box.

A wealth of wildlife already resides on the Resort's 150 acres and the hope is to attract new species to the special garden area as well as inspiring guests to create their own habitats in their back gardens.

Visit : www.legoland.co.uk. Contact : Tansy Ratcliffe-James at tansy@freerange.eu. 

Small Luxury Hotels of the World

A number of properties have been added to the Small Luxury Hotels of the World portfolio including : 

Le Barthélemy, St Barths 

Opening in December 2014, Le Barthélemy, the first SLH property in St Barths, will be located on the lagoon of Grand Cul de Sac and against the volcanic island backdrop.

Archipelagos Hotel, Mykonos, Greece 

The Archipelagos Hotel, which has reopened following a refurbishment, is located on Kalo Livaldi beach - one of the longest stretches of beach on the island. 

Visit : www.slh.com/hotels/archipelagos-hotel. 

Boheme Hotel, Mykonos, Greece 

The recently opened Boheme Hotel is located near to Mykonos Town, within easy reach of the Mykonian windmills and with views across the Aegean Sea.

Visit : www.slh.com/hotels/boheme. 

The Sanchaya, Indonesia 

The Sanchaya, which opens in August 2014, is located in Bintan in South-east Asia.

It will be surrounding by tropical rainforest, home to exotic wildlife, and near to one of the most beautiful beaches in the region. 

Visit : www.slh.com/hotels/the-sanchaya.

Domaine de Manville, France 

Domaine de Manville, which opens in July 2014, is located in the valley beneath Les Baux, a hilltop medieval village. The hotel sits in a 100-acre estate that was once a working farm.

Visit : www.slh.com/hotels/domaine-de-manville. 

Casa del Mar Mykonos, Mykonos, Greece 

With just nine villas, Casa Del Mar, which opened in April, is a beachfront villa and spa resort.

Visit : www.slh.com/hotels/casa-del-mar-mykonos.

The Small Luxury Hotels of the World has a portfolio of  520 hotels in more than 70 countries. 

Visit : www.slh.com. Contact : Georgina Oakley at slh@lotus-uk.co.uk.

The Bingham, Richmond Upon Thames, UK
The Bingham, a restored Georgian Townhouse overlooking the river Thames is celebrating its 30th anniversary.

Situated in the heart of Richmond, the Bingham offers views across the water from its garden and terrace.

Visit : www.thebingham.co.uk. Contact : Lottie Campbell at lottie@merimancepr.com.

Dorsett Hotels & Resorts

Dorsett Hotels & Resorts is a collection of hotels in Hong Kong, China, Malaysia, Singapore and London. 

Visit : www.dorsetthotels.com. Contact :  Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com. 
Dukes St James, London

Dukes St James, London is offering guests Picnics in Green Park, this summer, with gourmet hamper options including private picnic butler service exclusively for guests looking for a quintessentially luxurious English experience. 

Centrally located in St. James’s Place, the hotel is a short walk or leisurely cycle from major sights including Buckingham Palace and Clarence House, along with world famous shopping areas such as Bond Street and Oxford Street. 

Visit : www.dukeshotel.com. Contact : Charlotte Rous at Charlotte@grifcopr.com.

Centara Ceysands Resort & Spa Sri Lanka

The newly opened Centara Ceysands Resort & Spa is located on the Bentota Peninsula, at the southwest of the island, with the Bentota River on one side and the Indian Ocean on the other.

The resort has 165 rooms and suites, including family residences, with all the accommodations featuring views across the river, or across the beach and the ocean.

Restaurant facilities will include Café Bem, serving Sri Lankan and international cuisines along with buffets; 360 Seafood, which specialises in locally sourced seafood; and Ceylon Club, which will have a gourmet selection of Ceylon teas.

Centara Hotels & Resorts has a portfolio of 46 deluxe and first-class properties covering all the major tourist destinations in the Kingdom.  

Visit : www.centarahotelsresorts.com. Contact : Sharan Berry at sharanb@avenuesales.co.uk. 

Shangri-La Hotel, Qufu, China

The new Shangri-La Hotel, Qufu, which opens in August, in the centre of Qufu, will be the city’s first international luxury accommodation.

The hotel will be within walking distance of the Temple of Confucius, the Mansion of Confucius and the Cemetery of Confucius. All three are UNESCO World Heritage Cultural Sites, and Qufu is one of mainland China’s 24 government-designated famous historical and cultural cities. 

Located in Shandong Province, Qufu is two hours from Beijing and three hours from Shanghai by high-speed rail.

Visit : www.shangri-la.com/qufu/shangrila. Contact : Kate Jones at kate.jones@shangri-la.com. 
	
	An Alliance focus on

 Wales 


Wales is a country that is part of the United Kingdom and the island of Great Britain bordered by England to its east and the Atlantic Ocean and Irish Sea to its west. 

It has over 1,680 miles (2,700 km) of coastline and is largely mountainous, with its highest peaks in the north and central areas, including Snowdon (Yr Wyddfa), its highest summit. 

	Bear Grylls Survival Academy 

The Bear Grylls Survival Academy has launched its 24 Hour Family Course in Pontneddfechan, near Neath in South Wales.

Skills taught include learning how to build and light a fire, how to navigate at night, the best ways to use a knife for survival, foraging for grubs and rodents, building a shelter, extreme weather survival and river crossings. 

Visit : www.beargryllssurvivalacademy.com. 

New Mountain Bike Park opens in South Wales

A new £1.8 million mountain bike park has opened in Merthyr Tydfil,. 

The park has 23 sections of mountain bike trails, ranging from black national downhill trails to a family trail and pump track, and has just introduced special expert lessons for everyone from beginners to more experienced bikers.  

Visit : www.cognation.co.uk. 

Llandudno new Alice in Wonderland town trail

A new reality tour of Llandudno recounts how the town inspired the Alice in Wonderland books. 

Alice Liddell, the inspiration for Lewis Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland, spent four to six months in Llandudno every year during her childhood and it was her childhood memories that family friend Carroll used for the classic books. 

Visit : www.visitllandudno.com /www.wonderland.co.uk
North Wales has world’s largest ‘zip zone’ 

After the launch of the first ZipWorld last year, the attraction is opening the largest ‘zip zone’ in the world in June 2014.
	Zip World Titan, located in the underground slate caverns of the historic mining town of Blaenau Ffestiniog, will allow visitors the chance to fly down 10km of wire, at in excess of 60mph.

Visit : www.zipworld.co.uk 

The Royal Mint visitor centre

The Royal Mint is to open a visitor centre at its headquarters in South Wales in  2015. 

For the first time in its 1,000 year history, Britain’s oldest manufacturing organisation, and the world’s leading export mint, will officially open its doors to the general public.

Visit : www.royalmint.com. 

Britain’s only Roman gold mine reopens 

Dolaucothi Gold Mines in Carmarthenshire - the only known Roman goldmines in Britain, is open to the public allowing visitors to explore the underground mine and workings of the unique site. 

Their original pick marks can still be seen in the Roman mine which can be visited on an underground tour.

Visit : www.nationaltrust.org.uk/dolaucothi-gold-mines.  

Wine Trail Wales

The vineyards of Wales have created a new Wine Trail Wales which helps visitors to explore the country’s growing number of wineries and vineyards. 

Wine Trail Wales includes 16 vineyards such as Ancre Hill Vineyard in the Wye Valley, whose sparkling wine was previously voted ‘Best Sparkling Wine in the World’ and winner of the Bollicine del Mondo 2012. 

Visit : www.winetrailwales.co.uk 


Visit : www.visitwales.co.uk. Contact : Carolyn van Vliet at Carolyn.vanVliet@fourbgb.com. 
	
	An Alliance focus on

 Annual music events in Italy


	Arena di Verona, Verona 

20 June to 7 September  2014

Now in its 101 year, the International Opera Festival presents operas including : Aida, Romeo et Juliet, Un Ballo in Maschera, Carmen, Turandot, Carmina Burana, Madame Butterfly and Placido Domingo's Verdi Gala. 

Visit : www.arena.it. 

Parco Sculture del Chianti, Pievasciata (Siena)

3 June to 26 August 2014

The programme of summer music at the amphitheatre in the Parco Sculture del Chianti will include classical, chamber, jazz and folk music. 

Visit : www.chiantisculpturepark.it. 

Ravenna Festival, Ravenna

5 June to 11 July 2014

Once the capital of the Western Roman Empire, the city of Ravenna hosts a summer music festival each year in its many theatres and churches. 

The Byzantine basilicas, cloisters and piazzas provide a backdrop of music from opera and classical music to dance, jazz, films and exhibitions. 

Visit : www.ravennafestival.org. 

Sued-Tirol Jazz Festival Alto Adige, South-Tyrol

27 June to 6 July 2014

On of the most important European music festivals takes place over eight days with jazz music performed by internationally acclaimed musicians in various venues in four of South Tyrol major towns. 

Visit : www.suedtiroljazzfestival.com. 

Festival Dei Due Mondi, Spoleto

27 June to 13 July 2014

This international art, culture and music festival is regarded as one of the most important cultural events in Italy. 

Visit : www.festivaldispoleto.com. 


	Sounds of the Dolomites, Trentino Region
End of June to end of August 2014

Sounds of the Dolomites sees music and mountain lovers, musicians and the public walking to the summit. The concert is at the end of the walk.

Visit : www.isuonidelledolomiti.it. 

Umbria Jazz, Umbria Jazz

11 to 20 July 14

This is the summer edition of the festival sees New World jazz performed in the medieval  buildings of the towns in Umbria and Perugia and Orvieto. 
Visit : www.umbriajazz.com

Estate Musicale Chigiana,Siena, Montalcino, Asciano

July and August 2014

The churches, abbeys and theatres of the province and city of Siena are venues for the Chigiana Summer, featuring maestros of international music. 

It attracts 600 talented young musicians from more than 50 countries.

Visit : www.chigiana.it. 

Festival of Ancient Music, Urbino, Marche

19 to 28 July 2014

The  Urbino Ancient Music Festival usually starts with a concert in the magnificent courtyard of the Palazzo Ducale. 

Other concerts will be held in various location in the Capital of the Renaissance, Urbino, including St Francis Church. 

Visit : www.fima-online.org. 




Annual music events in Italy
(cont)

	Folkfest,Friuli Venezia Giulia and Veneto region

3 to 27 July 2014

The festival is performed in 30 different towns in the Veneto and Friuli Venezia Giulia regions in North-East Italy. 

The programme includes artists from India, Canada, South America, Hungary, USA, Israel etc.  Concerts will be held in the area's villas, castles and villages. 

Visit : www.folkest.com. 

Teatro Del Silenzo, Lajatico in Tuscany

20 and 22 July 2014

Andrea Bocelli will sing at this annual appointment for lovers of good music and opera at the magic open air Teatro del Silenzio (Theatre of Silence) in Lajatico, Tuscany on 20 July in a concert called “Pathos” and will be joined by Placido Domingo as conductor. 

On 22 July there will be a concert by the world renowned Italian film music composer Ennio Morricone where he will play his most famous film music works. 

Visit : www.teatrodelsilenzio.it. 

17th Baveno Aveno Festival Umberto Giordano, Baveno, Lake Maggiore

10 to 20 July 2014

The most important festival in Italy dedicated to Umberto Giordano's leading figure, a famous Italian composer who spent his holidays and work-time on Lake Maggiore, in the Villa Fedora. 

International artists will perform in unusual locations on the Lake.

Visit : www.festivalgiordano.it. 

53rd Stresa Festival, Stresa 

24 July to 6 September 2014

The Stresa Festival includes international stars such as the Orchestra and Choir of Turin's Teatro Regio singers and the London Philarmonic Orchestra.

Visit : www.stresafestival.eu. 
	Sferisterio Opera Festival, Macerata

18 July to 9 August 2014 

This will be the 50th edition of the Festival and it will be dedicated to women with the staging of three operas : Aida, Tosca and La Traviata in the theatre-shaped Sferisterio,. 

Designed in 1823 by architect Ireneo Aleandri, it derives its name and its half-circumference shaped plan from the name of the game played inside: the “armband ball” or Pallone col bracciale.

Visit : www.sferisterio.it. 

60th  Pucinni Festival, Torre del Lago 

25 July to30 August 2014

Torre del Lago has hosted the Festival Puccini, created by Puccini himself, since 1930. 

The outdoor theatre, close to Villa Mausoleo where the Master's remains lie, is a fine setting to enjoy the music of one of the most outstanding and esteemed Italian artists. 

Visit : www.puccinifestival.it. 

Rosinni Opera Festival,Pesaro

10 to 22 August 2014

This festival is entirely dedicated to the music and operas of Goacchino Rossini, who was born in the Le Marche city of Pesaro. 

This year will be the 35th edition of the festival and the programme includes new productions of Armida, Il Barbiere di Siviglia, Aureliano in Palmira, Petite Messe Solennelle and Viaggio a Reims.

Visit : www.rossinioperafestival.it. 

Summer Jamboree, Senigallia, Marche

2 to 10 August 2014

This music Festival is dedicated to the music and culture in America in the  '40s and  '50s with live concerts of  dj set swing, rock'n'roll, jive, doo-wop, rhythm'n'blues, hill-billy e western swing .

Visit : www.summerjamboree.com




Annual music events in Italy
(cont)

	Buskers Festival, Ferrara

21 to 31 August  2014

The Ferrara's Buskers Festival attracts 800,000 spectators a year and 35 different nations are represented in this biggest event in the world dedicated to busking. 

It was founded in 1988 to promote the works of street artists and with the famous Ferrara Este's fortress as backdrop.

Visit : www.ferrarabuskers.com. 

Sarteano Jazz and Blues, Sarteano near Siena

23 to 25 August 2014

This event in the medieval town centres of Sarteano and Castiglioncello and hosts internationally acclaimed artists, marching band parades and photography exhibition. 

Visit : www.sarteanojazz.it. 
	Mito Settembre Musica, Turin and Milan

September 2014 

This is a major festival with a programme of concerts by the world's best orchestras of baroque, opera, medieval music, contemporary music and jazz. 

Visit : www.mitosettembremusica.it. 

Sagra Musicale Malatestina, Rimini

September 2014

The 65th Anniversary of the Sagra Musicale has hosted the most prestigious conductors, soloists and orchestra's firmament of international music, over the years, and it is one of the most prestigious cultural events in Italy. 

Visit : www.sagramusicalemalatestiana.it. 


Visit : www.italia.it/en/home. Contact : Stefania Gatta at stefania.gatta@enit.it. 
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com
Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or 

Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
	Hudson’s Historic Houses and Gardens 

www.hudsonsheritage.com. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com. Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com.
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  


	Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

The Official (UK) Tourist Board Guides 

www.visitor-guides.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  press@roughguides.com  

The Signpost 

www.signpost.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com. Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.com. Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 




	The International Travel Writers Alliance
	
	AllWays traveller


	[image: image50.jpg]The Intemational





[image: image51.jpg]



	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com


	
	The Alliance 

Bulletin 


Providing key information in a
no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.
June 2014

Ashley Gibbins 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
www.itwalliance.com
	
	The Alliance Bulletin 


	Issue 163 : June 2014                    www.itwalliance.com


	Contents

Job shop 

Enabling the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.

Working with the Alliance 

Travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance.
News 
News items of interest to travel journalists.
Leads 

Story ideas and angles from travel partners and their agencies.


	What’s on 

Annual or special events, celebrations and commemorations.

Reasons to write about 

More detailed information on potential features
A place to stay 
New, unusual, interesting or convenient accommodation worldwide.

Travel guides 

Travel guide publishers offering review copies to Alliance members.
Appendix one 

A focus on Glasgow 2014 the Commonwealth Games


Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel writers, broadcasters and photographers

· Editor : 
commissioning editors

· Partner : 
travel and tourism industry organisations, or 

· Agency : 
agency representatives with travel or tourism clients
The Alliance press card 

	
[image: image52.png]The ntemationol
Travel Wiiters

lionce

The Intemnational Travel
Wiiters Aliance

Press Card

Ashley Gibbins

Membership No: ITWA 10102
Expires: End May 2013




	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with formal recognition of their status and standing in the profession and a range of opportunities from Alliance travel partners.

For more information contact Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com.




Join and follow 
	[image: image53.jpg]


   

http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=2978414&trk=hb_side_g
	[image: image54.jpg]



@writersalliance


	Job shop


The International Travel Writers Alliance Job Shop has been created to enable the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.

Alliance travel journalists can also upload a CV for potential employers to search if and when they need freelance support.

Alliance journalists can also :
· set up Job Alerts so as to be notified if a job is posted that matches the journalists skills or interests 

· create an anonymous job seeker profile, and 
· access job searching tools and tips 

Although in its infancy, we hope the Job Shop will become a valuable addition to the range of services offered by the International Travel Writers Alliance.

Visit : www.jobtarget.com/home/home.cfm?site_id=14773
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Greengrowth.travel 

Greengrowth.travel is the operating arm of global partnership network greenearth.travel, an EU-based global research and commercial network to advance Green Growth & Travelism (Travel and Tourism) as a key engine of trade and development.

Visit : www.greengrowth.travel. Contact : Marie-Julie Chaput at mjchaput@greengrowth.travel. 

The International Coalition of Tourism Partners

The International Coalition of Tourism Partners (ICTP) is a grassroots travel and tourism coalition of global destinations committed to Quality service and Green Growth. 

ICTP engages communities and their stakeholders to share quality and green opportunities including tools and resources, access to funding, education, and marketing support.


Visit : www.ictp.travel. Marie-Julie Chaput at mjc@ictp.travel 


Holiday Lettings (UK)

Holiday Lettings is a one-stop shop for holiday rental accommodations around the World. 
With 210,000+ retreats in 150+ countries worldwide, helps to find the perfect place to stay & book it directly with the holiday home owner or property manager.

Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Zohaib Saleem at zohaib.saleem@holidaylettings.co.uk. 



Genuine Jersey

Jersey is famous worldwide for its own breed of cow, superior quality milk and the prized Jersey Royal, but the Island can also be proud of an abundance of fresh, seasonal produce and a variety of skilled craftsmen and artists who create a range of excellent products.

Genuine Jersey was launched in 2001 to promote the diversity and quality of local produce and products.

Since the Association started it has attracted a loyal and enthusiastic membership. While some members ensure the survival of Jersey’s heritage and traditions others are at the forefront of introducing pioneering farming methods, new crops or exploring untapped international markets.

Visit : www.genuinejersey.com. Contact : John Garton at john.garton@jersey.com. 
Lloret de Mar

Lloret de Mar is a coastal town in Catalonia on the Mediterranean. It is adjacent to Blanes and Tossa de Mar and is 75 kilometres from Barcelona. With a population of 29.445 (as of 2005) it is the second largest town in the Selva comarca (county) of Catalonia.

For decades it has attracted summer visitors, mainly from northern Europe and it is now the most important resort in the Costa Brava. In addition to five main beaches and seven km of coastline, there is a medieval fort on the outskirts of the town (Lloret was founded in 1001 AD).

Visit : www.lloretdemar.org. Anna Ariera at ariera@lloret.org.

The Palm Beaches, Florida

Come explore The Palm Beaches, and experience what so many loyal visitors have already discovered to be the best way to experience Florida.

Enjoy a fascinating array of cultural venues, sample the culinary masterworks of celebrity chef-owned restaurants, and take in one of dozens of internationally renowned destination events.

Fish or dive in the Gulf Stream-warmed waters, take pleasure in the breathtaking beauty of the unique Florida ecosystem, and make memories at some of the many family-friendly attractions.

Visit : www.palmbeachfl.com. Scott Schoenen at sschoenen@mypalmbeachfl.com. 
South Dakota, USA

South Dakota offers Mount Rushmore National Memorial, Badlands National Park and three addiitonal parks and monuments plus Old West and pioneer history, Native American culture, and a wide variety of landscapes, wildlife and adventures

Visit : www.travelsd.com. Maureen Droz at maureen.droz@travelsd.com.

Tourism Whistler

Canada Tourism Whistler is the member-based marketing and sales organization representing Whistler, operating the Whistler Conference Centre, Whistler Golf Club, Whistler Visitor Centre, as well as 1.800.WHISTLER and whistler.com – Whistler’s official source for visitor bookings and information. 
As the convention and visitors bureau for the Resort Municipality of Whistler, Tourism Whistler represents more than 7,000 members who own, manage and operate properties or businesses on resort lands including hotels, restaurants, activity operators and retail shops.

Visit : www.tourismwhistler.com. Breton Murphy at bmurphy@tourismwhistler.com. 
	News


Marco Polo guides

A new range of French, German, Italian and Spanish phrasebooks from the travel guide publisher Marco Polo features a wide range of slang and colloquial phrases, plus an entire section on 'Ranting, Bitching and Swearing'. 

Marco Polo promises to equip travellers with the language that is really spoken on the streets.

The books also feature local knowledge and advice on how to blend in, including 'insider tips' on how to pass for a native, not just a tourist.  

Visit : www.marco-polo.com. For review copies contact : Serena Stent at serena@marcopolouk.com. 

The Naples Beach Hotel, Florida

The Naples Beach Hotel & Golf Club will host its 29th annual Summer Jazz on the Gulf concert series. The free jazz concert series are held in the hotel grounds with views of the Gulf of Mexico.

Visit : www.NaplesBeachHotel.com. Contact : Karen Lamonica at klamonica@chisano.com. 
Botswana’s National Rhino Coordinator

Wilderness Safaris Map Ives has been appointed Botswana’s National Rhino Coordinator by the country’s Ministry of Environment, Wildlife and Tourism.

Map is a founder and former chair of the Botswana Rhino Management Committee, and was also active in the development of the Okavango Delta Management Plan and is the current chair of the Moremi Game Reserve Management Committee.

Wilderness Safaris is an ecotourism company that specialises in wildlife experiences in some of the most remote and pristine areas in Africa. 
It operates camps and safaris across nine different countries: Botswana, Congo, Kenya, Malawi, Namibia, Seychelles, South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
Visit : www.wilderness-safaris.com. Contact : Belinda Glenn at belinda@lscpr.co.za. 

The Georgia Radio Museum and Hall of Fame, St Marys, GA

The Georgia Radio Museum and Hall of Fame has opened in in downtown St. Marys.  
Visitors can view dioramas depicting a 1940’s living room with the radio as the entertainment centerpiece and a typical radio control room, with items of interest including antique radios, vintage microphones, records and station memorabilia. 
The Hall of Fame annually inducts members in four categories that honor Georgia radio professionals.

Visit : www.grhof.org. Contact : Angela Wigger at angela.wigger@stmaryswelcome.com. 
Croatia’s ferry service

Croatia’s state-owned ferry company Jadrolinija is to bring back its ferry service which travels the length of the Croatian coast.

The route will begin at the start of June and run until the end of September and will operate twice weekly, leaving Rijeka on Monday’s and Friday’s, and Dubrovnik on Thursday’s and Sunday’s. 
Visit : www.croatia.hr. Contact : Tim Thackray tim.thackray@rooster.co.uk. 

Star Trek: The Exhibition, Mall of America, Bloomington, Minnesota

Star Trek: The Exhibition, which has opened at the EMS Exhibit Center in Mall of America, will run until the end of the year.

It provide visitors with the opportunity to enjoy an interactive, museum-style experience of one of the largest collections of authentic Star Trek artefacts and information from the television series and films.
The Mall of America and near St. Paul and Minneapolis attractions and attracts domestic and international visitors. 
Bloomington is located ten minutes from Minneapolis and St. Paul, and 5 km from the MSP International Airport.  Bloomington
Visit : www.mallofamerica.com/attractions and www.exploreminnesota.com. Contact : Melissa at
melissa@cellet.co.uk.

New Vegas VIP

New Vegas VIP features the newest most exclusive activities and venues across Las Vegas. 

 

Visitors are able to book :

· the world's only zombie apocalypse store where guests can participate in shooting zombies and zombie targets

· Battlefield Vegas where guests can fire weaponry from machine guns to handguns

· extreme sky-diving, and 
· limousine tours to the hottest nightclubs and top spots. 

  

Visit : www.newvegasvip.com. Contact : Anette Lachowski at lottiesparty@yahoo.com. 
The London Pass Dining Guide

The Leisure Pass Group, operator of the London Pass sightseeing card, has teamed up with the Gourmet Society to launch a greatly expanded London Pass Dining Guide offering visitors savings on meals at 169 restaurants across the city.

The new dining guide features restaurants located in and around popular tourist spots, with a special offer available at each.  
The London Pass Dining Guide is published in English with translations in eight languages  -  French, Spanish, German, Italian, Russian, Japanese, Chinese and Brazilian Portuguese.  
It can be purchased with or without the London Pass.

Visit : www.dining-guide.londonpass.com/ and www.londonpass.com. Contact: David Ezra at david.ezra@kbc-pr.com. 
The Monogram Collection

 
The Monogram Collection is a soon to be launched portfolio of global hotels with individual, historic, stylish or unique character.

The Chelsea Harbour Hotel, London, is the first Monogram Collection hotel to launch, with additional hotels to be added in Europe this year. London’s only 5 star all-suite hotel, it is annexed to the Chelsea Design Centre.  
Visit : www.themonogramcollection.co.uk and www.thechelseaharbourhotel.com. Contact : Kathryn Peel at kathryn@ophirpr.co.uk.

Meadows Farms Golf Course, Locust Grove, VA

Meadows Farms Golf Course has selected Billy Casper Golf, the largest owner-operator of golf courses, country clubs and resorts in the USA, to manage the 27-hole, championship layout.

Its 841-yard par 6 is recognized by the Guinness Book of World Records as the longest hole in the United States.

Meadows Farms is located 60 minutes from both Washington DC and Richmond, 45 minutes from Charlottesville and 15 minutes from Fredericksburg, VA.

 Visit : www.meadowsfarmsgolfcourse.com and www.billycaspergolf.com. Contact : Andy DeKeuster at adekeuster@billycaspergolf.com. 

The Discovery Chanel’s top 25 must-do life experiences

The Discovery Channel has produced, what it calls, the ultimate Wonder List of 25 must-do life experiences to celebrate the channel’s 25th anniversary of.

These are :

	· Visit the North Cape in Norway to see the Aurora Borealis, one of the best spots on Earth for seeing the lights 
· Diving or snorkelling along the largest living structure, the Great Barrier Reef in Australia 
· A road trip down Route 66, starting at Illinois and experiencing other great destinations along the route from The Petrified Forest National Park in Arizona to The Barringer Crater 

· Climbing/ hiking or visit the skywalk at the Grand Canyon 
· A gondola ride down the Grand Canal, Venice 
· Explore The Forbidden City in China 

· Marvel at the Pyramids of Giza

· Witness the sunrise and changing colours of Ayers Rock, Australia 

· A boat trip round the Galapagos Islands 

· Walk The Inca Trail, Machu Picchu, Peru 

· A helicopter Tour of Niagara Falls 

· Yellowstone National Park, USA and see the Yellowstone Caldera – the largest supervolcano on the continent 
	· Visit the Moai statues on Easter Island 

· Visit the Normandy War Graves and pay respects to the fallen British of World War 1 / visit the Somme Battlefields 

· Tour the Terracotta Army, China 

· Experience dawn at the Taj Mahal 

· Jungle trekking and river kayaking at the Amazon Basin, South America 

· Visit Stonehenge for the Summer Solstice 

· Island hopping in Greece by boat 

· Camping and hiking in Yosemite National Park, USA 

· Take the Trans-Siberian Railway, Russia 

· Watch the Masai Mara Great Wildebeest migration, Kenya 

· Celebrate Hogmanay in Edinburgh 

· Marvel at Michelangelo’s artwork in the Sistine Chapel, Italy 

· Go on a train trip/ tour the Rocky Mountains, Canada 



Visit : www.discovery.com. Contact : Fiona Raisbeck at FR@taylorherring.com.

Three Scottish hotels named among best in Europe

Three Scottish hotels havebeen named among the best rated in Europe and the UK for customer service in the Travellers’ Choice Hotels with Exceptional Service awards, announced by TripAdvisor

Edinburgh’s The Chester Residence is fourth best hotel for service in the UK and twelfth in Europe. 

The Atholl Villa in Pitlochry takes fifth place in the UK and seventeenth in Europe, while Castlecroft in Stirling is ranked seventh in the UK and 24th in Europe.

www.chester-residence.com, www.athollvilla.co.uk, www.castlecroft-uk.com and www.visitscotland.com. Contact : Louise Purves at Louise.Purves@visitscotland.com. 

Park Hyatt Milan, Italy

The work of Anish Kapoor, one of the finest contemporary artists, is on permanent display in the Park Hyatt Milan's Lobby Lounge

 

Turner Prize winner, Anish Kapoor, has works displayed at the Rockefeller Centre in New York, the Millennium Park in Chicago and the Guggenheim in Bilbao. 

The Park Hyatt Milan is a 106-room city centre hotel overlooking the Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II, a short stroll from the fashion houses and boutiques of Via Montenapoleone and Via della Spiga. The hotel features a Michelin starred Restaurant, the VUN. 

Visit : www.milan.park.hyatt.com. Contact : Charlotte Rous at charlotte@grifcopr.com. 

Swarovski Optik and World Land Trust

Swarovski Optik, the producer of long-range optical devices, and international conservation charity, World Land Trust (WLT), have announced a partnership to work together to support the Trust’s Keepers of the Wild ranger programme.

The Keepers of the Wild programme was founded in 2011 to support the Trust’s overseas conservation partners when monitoring and safeguarding the habitat and wildlife in reserves created with funding from WLT. 

Swarovski Optik has donated a number of their SLC binoculars for the rangers.

Visit : www.swarovskioptik.com and www.worldlandtrust.org. Contact : Sarah Salord at swarovskioptik@mccluskey.co.uk. 

Tyddyn Mawr, Dolgellau, Wales

Tyddyn Mawr, a farmhouse B&B run by Olwen Evans near Dolgellau has been named AA Guest Accommodation of the Year for Wales for the second time.

Tyddyn Mawr is an 18th century farmhouse located at the foot of Cader Idris amid wild scenery three miles from the market town of Dolgellau in the Snowdonia National Park. The area is popular with photographers, walkers, ramblers, birdwatchers and artists.

Visit : www.snowdonia-farm-cottages.co.uk. Contact : Duncan Foulkes at  duncan.foulkes@btinternet.com. 

Wineries and vineyards in Arizona

The Verde Valley is a region of Arizona and an exceptional place to grow the grapes that make Arizona wine. 

The Verde Valley Wine Trail links the communities of Cottonwood, Sedona, Camp Verde, and Jerome, 

Visit : www.vvWineTrail.com. Contact : info@vvwinetrail.com.

The Hoftrammm, The Hague

The Hoftrammm, Holland’s first tram restaurant, has opened in The Hague.

 

It is a mobile restaurant in a converted tram that passes various tourist attractions in The Hague during a four-course dinner. 

Visit : www.hoftrammm.nl. Contact : Simone Sagi at ssagi@holland.com. 

The Holste, North Norfolk 

The Hoste, a four-star luxury hotel in the centre of Burnham Market, North Norfolk has been a hotel since 1651.

Originally built as a manor House and also a court house, it is now a boutique hotel with a 2 AA Rosette Restaurant serving seasonal, locally-sourced food with an extensive wine cellar.

There is a luxurious beauty spa and the Tottering Bar, recently launched by Tottering-By-Gently cartoonist Annie Tempest. 

Remember Nelson

The hotel is currently hosting the Remember Nelson exhibition (to 2016) in partnership with the Nelson Museum in Great Yarmouth, which features exhibits including letters written by Admiral Lord Nelson.

Nelson was born and brought up in Norfolk and he often visited The Hoste, which was then known as The Pitt Arms.  

Visit : www.thehoste.com and www.nelson-museum.co.uk. Contact : Katie Murphy at katie.murphy@junglepr.com. 

Hightail it to Highgrove with The Ritz London

 
Highgrove, the private residence of Their Royal Highnesses The Prince of Wales and the Duchess of Cornwall and The Ritz London have created Hightail it to Highgrove this Summer. 

The experience includes: two nights accommodate at The Ritz London, an English breakfast each morning, champagne and canapés on Sunday evening, dinner in The Ritz Restaurant on Monday evening, as well as a private tour and lunch at Highgrove.

Visit: www.theritzlondon.com. Contact :Kate Downie at Kate@saucecommunications.com.

	Leads


Wet ‘n’ Wild Palm Springs

Wet ‘n’ Wild Palm Springs, previously known as Knott’s Soak City Park, is a 21-acre water park in the Californian desert. 
The park’s latest water-based attraction, The Flow Rider, is a surfing stimulator that features a thin sheet of water under high pressure to create an artificial wave that guests can surf or board on. Located beneath California’s San Jacinto Mountains, Palm Springs is known for its Hollywood legacy, Native American heritage and mid-century modern architecture. 
The desert offers adventurous hiking trails and canyon tours, golf courses and the chance to stay in the former homes of Marilyn Monroe and Elvis Presley.  

Visit : www.wetandwildpalmsprings.com and www.visitpalmsprings.com. Sarah Habicht at sarah@humewhitehead.co.uk.

The Aquarium Adventure Park, Virginia Beach, USA

The Aquarium Adventure Park, which has opened, is a joint venture between the Virginia Aquarium and Marine Science Center’s non-profit foundation and the Outdoor Venture Group. 

Located on the campus of the aquarium in Virginia Beach, the park will feature multiple zip lines and 12 different aerial ropes challenge courses containing 160 platforms in the trees. 

Visit : www.virginiabeachadventurepark.com and www.CapitalRegionUSA.co.uk. Contact : Lisa Cooper at lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com. 

The National Trust Coastal Tourism Centre of Excellence 

The new National Trust Coastal Tourism Centre of Excellence has opened in Aberdaron, North Wales to highlight the beauty and variety of activities available on the Llŷn Peninsula. 
Visit : www.nationaltrust.org.uk/henfaes-centre/visitor-information. 
Visit : www.visitwales.co.uk. Contact : Carolyn van Vliet at Carolyn.vanVliet@fourbgb.com. 
Savannah, Quads & Camels, Kenya

Cheli & Peacock, one of Kenya’s longest established safari operators, is offering a safari experience : Savannah, Quads & Camels, which takes in some of the most unusual and unexplored corners of Kenya, aboard quad bike and camel back!

This new 14-day adventure takes in some of Kenya’s top boutique properties in the Maasai Mara, the wild and rugged Northern Frontier District and the Mathews Mountain Range.

The trip takes in the following properties: 
	· Elephant Pepper Camp

· Sasaab Camp

· Kitich Camp
	· Sarara Fly Camp

· Sarara Camp, and 

· House of Waine (Nairobi).


Visit : www.chelipeacock.com. Contact : Rosie Kempson at rosie.kempson@live.co.uk
Slow Food tours of Tuscany, Venice, the Amalfi Coast and Sicily, Italy
Sceptre Tours' has three new Slow Food escorted vacations in Italy which focus on the regions of Tuscany, Venice, the Amalfi Coast, and Sicily.
The Slow Food movement was founded in 1989 to counter the rise of fast food in an effort to slow down the fast-paced lifestyle and encourage people to eat more local food.  Today, there are more than 200 Italian Slow Food Presidia in Italy including fishers, butchers, shepherds, cheese makers, bakers, and pastry chefs.
 

Visit : www.sceptretours.com/slow-food-italy. Contact: Jane Coloccia at Jane@JCCommunicationsllc.com.

Galleries of Justice Museum, Nottingham 

Nottingham’s Galleries of Justice Museum has won the Gold Award in the Small Visitor Attraction of the Year category of the VisitEngland Awards for Excellence 2014.

The Galleries of Justice Museumis located in the historic Lace Market. The Shire Hall, a former courthouse and Grade II listed building opened to the public in 1995, and incorporates an 18th/19th century goal, Victorian courtrooms, an Edwardian police station, dungeons, cafe and shop.  

The VisitEngland Awards for Excellence celebrate the best of English tourism.
Visit : www.experiencenottinghamshire.com and www.visitenglandawards.org. Contact : Linda Parker at linda.parker@experiencenottinghamshire.com. 

Archers Holidays European river cruise

Archers Holidays has launched its first ever dedicated European river cruise brochure for 2015 to meet the demand for river cruise holidays.    

The company features the ‘MS Loire Princesse’; a purpose-built paddle wheel ship with spacious en-suite guest cabins for the Loire River and a selection of river barge holidays on French canals and waterways, aboard custom built hotel barges.

Also available for 2015 are river cruises on the Seine, Rhone, Rhine, Moselle, Danube, Douro as well as the Guadalquivir in Andalucia.  

Visit : www.archersdirect.co.uk/cruises/river-cruises. Contact :  hmcnaught@cosmos.co.uk. 

Clipper Round the World Yacht Race visits Den Helder, Holland

Den Helder will serve as an official stop-over harbour during the 2013/14 Clipper Round the World Yacht Race between 2 to 10 July 2014

Twelve 70 foot clippers, with international crewmembers, participate in the world's longest ocean race.

The Clipper Round the World Yacht Race is a sailing challenge of 40.000 nautical miles and departed in London in September 2013. Den Helder is the last stopover in the leg from New York to London. 

Visit : www.clipperroundtheworld.com. Contact : Simone Sagi at ssagi@holland.com. 

Botswana

Tatra Photography is offering a new photography tour in Botswana that will give photographers the chance to shoot an array of wildlife, including lions, elephants and giraffes.

 

The tour coincides with the prime game viewing season in September and will start in the Moremi Game Reserve on Chief’s Island in the Okavango Delta.

 

Guests will then move on to the Chobe National Park, and the chance to see  lions, leopards, jackals, elephants, buffalo, rhinos, giraffes, impalas and baboons.

 

Visit : www.tatraphotographyworkshop.com. Contact : James Brooke at MountainParadise@rooster.co.uk. 

Aurora Expeditions, Antarctica

Aurora Expeditions has reported a steady increase in the number of solo travellers booking on their small ship adventures, with as many as 29% of passengers travelling alone. 

Carrying a maximum of 54 passengers, Aurora Expeditions' ice-strengthened vessel Polar Pioneer is suited for small groups. 

Led by a team of Polar Experts, voyages lend themselves to an informal style of travel, complete with open bridge policy, guided excursions, lecture programme and a diverse range of activity options.

Aurora offers a cabin-sharing service to keep the cost down for would-be solo travellers.

Visit www.auroraexpeditions.com.au/solotravellers. Contact :Fiona Twyford at fiona@auroraexpeditions.com.au. 

	What’s on in 2014


The Bregenzer Festspiele, Austria

23 July to 24 August 2014

The Bregenzer Festspiele (Bregenz Festival) is a performing arts festival held every July and August in Bregenz, Austria.

Founded in 1946, the festival presents a wide variety of musical and theatrical events in several venues with the Seebühne staging large-scale opera or musical performances on a stage over water on the shores of Lake Constance.

Visit : www.bregenzerfestspiele.com/en/. Contact : presse.bregenzerfestspiele.com
Lumberjack World Championships, Wisconsin, USA

24 to 26 July 2014

The annual Lumberjack World Championships in Hayward features over 21 events, including men and women's logrolling, power-sawing, speed-climbing, axe-tossing and chopping. 

Visit : www.lumberjackworldchampionships.com. Contact : Diane McNamer at  dianemcnamer@hotmail.com.

The Vanishing Tastes Festival, Alacati, Turkey

6 to 8 June 2014 and 10 to 12 October 2014

Alaçatı is an Aegean town on the western coast of İzmir Province in Turkey, which is known for its architecture, vineyards and windmills.
The first International Vanishing Tastes Festival will celebrate the traditional home cooking of the Aegean region that has been lost or is on the verge of being lost.

The first edition of this twice-annual festival in June will feature spring and summer foodstuffs from the Izmir region around Alacati, while the second festival for 2014, to be held on 10-12 October, will focus on autumn and winter recipes to delight the taste buds. 

In addition to its cuisine, Alacati offers unspoilt sandy beaches and bays, lively beach clubs and an international windsurfing scene. 
Explore Alacati is an umbrella association representing 27 hotels in Alacati.

Visit : www.explorealacati.com. Contact: Serra Celikkan at alacati@redmintcomms.co.uk.

The World Choir Games, Riga, Latvia

9 to 19 July 2014

The World Choir Games 2014 will be held in Riga, this year's European Capital of Culture. 
The Games, the world’s largest choir music festival, aims to bring together choirs in friendly competition, regardless of nationality, race, musical style or size of the choir or ensemble. Over 20 000 singers from 57 countries will take part in competitions, concerts and workshops led by world-class musicians.

The World Choir Games have been held since 2000 and are held every two years in cities around the world. Over ten days, Riga 's best concert halls and parks will host competitions in 29 categories, friendship concerts, and a parade of participants 
Visit www.singriga.lv. Contact: Ilze Salna at ilze.salna@Rīga2014.org.

Goodwood Festival Of Speed, Goodwood, West Sussex UK
26 to 29 June 2014

The largest event of its kind in the world features the Cartier Style et Luxe competition, the Forest Rally Stage and The Bonhams Sale of fine cars, exhibition and activity areas. 

Festival highlight is the hill climb competition, which takes place on a 1.16 mile course and sees cars climbing a steep and narrow estate road and heading to the top of the South Downs. 

Visit : www.goodwood.co.uk. Contact : Janet Bradley at speed@goodwood.co.uk.

Robeco Summer Nights, Royal Concertgebouw,  Amsterdam, The Netherlands
28 June-29 August 2014

For more than 25 years, the Royal Concertgebouw offers two months of  informal and accessible performances including classical to jazz, film scores and cabaret. 

Visit : www.concertgebouw.nl/en/robeco-summernights. Contact : Simone Sagi at ssagi@holland.com. 

The Henley Festiva,l Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire UK
9 to 13 July 2014

The festival features riverside and floating stage performances of jazz, classical and operatic acts, firework displays, as well as visual arts, comedy and street theatre.

Visit : www.henley-festival.co.uk. Contact : Amy Rackham at amy@amazingmedia.co.uk.

North Sea Jazz Festival, Ahoy, Rotterdam, The Netherlands
11 to 13 July 2014

What is billed as the biggest indoor jazz festival in the world features 200 performances from over 1200 musicians. 

Visit : www.northseajazz.com. Contact : Marly Strik at info@northseajazz.nl.

The 5th President Bastille Festival, Bankside, London

13 July 2014
London’s largest free Bastille Day festival will celebrate France’s national day with an extravaganza of all things French on Sunday 13 July in London’s historic Bankside from midday until late.

 

Celebrating French food, culture and music, the festival will include food and drink sampling, French artisan food stalls and Président® cheese giveaways. 

Throughout the day and evening Borough Market will be joining in with celebrations with great food from their array of French traders,  wandering performers and a French themed demonstration kitchen. Street entertainment include promenading performance artists and musicians.

Website : www.bastillefestival.co.uk.  Contact : Louise Errington at le@betterbankside.co.uk. 

The Positivus Festival, Salacgriva, Latvia
18 to 20 July 2014

The 2014 Positivus Festival, the largest music and arts festival in the Baltic States, takes place from in the Latvian coastal town of Salacgriva.

In addition to live bands and DJ’s, the Positivus Festival Cinema will show Latvian and foreign cinema classics and the newest Latvian and foreign animation, short-film and full-length feature films.
Visit : www.positivusfestival.com/en. Contact : Clare Dover at clare@globalpublicity.co.uk.

The Collingwood Elvis Festival, Ontario, Canada
24 to 27 July 2014

The Annual Collingwood Elvis Festival takes place in the town of Collingwood near Georgian Bay on the banks of the scenic great lakes and two hours North-West of Toronto.
More than 70,000 visitors come to the town to pay homage to the King of Rock and Roll and enjoy four days of food, musical entertainment and family fun.  Many of those attending will dress up as Elvis. 

Visit : www.collingwoodelvisfestival.com and  www.ontariotravel.net/uk. Contact : media@collingwoodelvisfestival.com.

Miami Spice

1 August to 30 September 2014

The annual Miami Spice restaurant programme has discounted three-course lunch and dinner menus in restaurants throughout the Greater Miami area. 

Visit : www.iLoveMiamiSpice.com and www.MiamiAndBeaches.com. Contact : Juliet Velazquez at Jvelazquez@gmcvb.com.

Cromer Carnival Week, Norfolk

16 to 22 August 2014

Cromer, which is located on the north Norfolk coast, is known for its tasty crabs, wide beaches and a traditional pier complete with a theatre providing seaside special variety shows.

The annual Cromer Carnival week includes crowning the carnival queen, prince and princess, a bonny baby competition and a children’s fancy dress parade. 
Visit www.cromercarnival.co.uk an www.visitnorthnorfolk.com. Contact : Kate Morfoot  at kate@junglepr.com. 

VideoFest, Dallas Museum of Art

9 to 19 October 2014

The VideoFest, held at the Dallas Museum of Art, in downtown Dallas, is the oldest and largest video festival in the United States.

Visit : www.videofest.org. Contact: Lisa Taylor at info@videofest.org.  
Unusual events in England

 

Cotswold Olimpicks, Gloucestershire
Late May (annually) 

The Cotswold Olimpicks were founded by local barrister, Captain Robert Dover, in 1612 at Dover's Hill, above Chipping Campden. 

The annual event attracts thousands of spectators and features some well-known countryside games such as tug-of-war, obstacle races and wrestling, as well as a few bizarre ones, including shin-kicking. 

This involves two contestants who first fill their trouser legs with straw to help reduce the pain. 

The players then hold arms and kick each other using steel-toe capped boots until one of the contestants is so bruised that he cannot stand the pain and admits defeat (although the rules have been since amended to make it a bit safer– steel toe caps are now banned!)

Visit : www.olimpickgames.com
World Egg Throwing Championships, Lincolnshire
29 June 2014

Contestants have to construct a gravity-powered egg-hurling device to launch an egg to a waiting team member. 

Distances to be achieved start at 30 meters but can be extended up to 150 in the knock-out competition. 

Another activity is the Russian Egg Roulette where two participants select from five hard boiled eggs and one raw egg which they have to smash them on to their own foreheads.

Visit : www.swatonvintageday.com and www.eggthrowing.com.

 
World Pea Shooting Championships, Cambridgeshire 
12 July 2014

Now in its 43rd year, the World Pea Shooting Festival started as a means of fundraising for the village of Witcham near Ely in Cambridgeshire but has progressed to receive international recognition with contenders coming from as far afield as the USA. 

Skill will shoot one expert marksman (or woman) into the slot of World Champion, while the runners-up can commiserate at the village fete that accompanies the festivities. 

Visit : www.cambridgeshire.net. 
 
International Worthing Birdman, West Sussex 
12 and 13 July 2014

The Birdman is a flight competition for human-powered flying machines held each summer in the picturesque seaside resort of Worthing on England’s south coast. 

Many flyers take part to raise money for charities; others design complex machines to aim for the distance prizes. The event attracts contestants from all over the world. 

The Birdman competition started in 1971 along the coast in Selsey and then spent 29 years in Bognor Regis before relocating to Worthing in 2008.

Visit : www.worthingbirdman.co.uk. 

World Snail Racing Championships, Norfolk 
19 July 2014

More than 300 snail slug it out for the title of ‘Fastest Snail in the World’ at the World Snail Racing Championships which have been held at Congham, near King's Lynn, in Norfolk, for over 25 years. 

Anyone with a snail can enter and a number of heats are held before the grand final. 

The winner receives a silver tankard stuffed with lettuce. The world record is currently held by a snail called Archie who completed the 13-inch course (set up on top of a table) in two minutes.

Visit : www.snailracing.net
 
World Hen Racing Championships, Derbyshire
2 August 2014

The Barley Mow pub in Bonsall stages speediest fowl races as hens are put through their paces over a 30 feet track. Views of the Peak District and local ale while the hens compete for the title.

Visit : www.world-championship-hen-racing.com
 

World Gravy Wrestling Championships, Lancashire 
August, dates TBC

The teams competing for the title, slip and slide about in lukewarm gravy with team members winning points for pinning the opposition down in the gravy. 

Visit : www.worldgravywrestling.com
Visit www.visitengland.com. Contact : Rishika Sharma at Rishika.Sharma@visitengland.org
Events in British Columbia, Canada

Bard on the Beach Shakespeare Festival

From 11 June 2014


For 25 years the Bard on the Beach Shakespeare Festival has been staged at Vancouver's Vanier Park. This season’s production are A Midsummer Night's Dream, The Tempest and Cymbeline. 

Visit : www.bardonthebeach.org

Williams Lake Stampede 

27 to 30 June 2014

This annual celebration of western heritage is an action-packed programme that includes a mountain race and white-knuckle bull-riding competitions. Rodeo clowns included. 

Visit : www.williamslakestampede.com 


Wanderlust Whistler
31 July to 4 August 2014

Wanderlust Whistler, is a five-day festival that celebrates mindful living.

Visit : www.whistler.com/wanderlust 

Victoria Symphony Splash
3 August 2014

The Victoria Symphony Splash attracts 40,000 people to the city's Inner Harbour, which will be transformed into an outdoor concert hall, complete with a floating stage. 

Visit : www.victoriasymphony.ca/splash 

The Edge of the World Music Festival 

8 to 10 August 2014

The Edge of the World Music Festival, offers a range of musical styles and performances, backed by Tlell's natural beauty. 

Visit : www.edgefestival.com 


Sunshine Coast Festival of the Written Arts

14 to 17 August 2014

The Sunshine Coast Festival of the Written Arts is the country's longest-running summer gathering of Canadian writers 

Visit : www.writersfestival.ca

Visit : HelloBC.com/events.  Contact : Carla Mont at Carla.Mont@DestinationBC.ca.

	Reasons to write about


Climate Change - How to manage it – the first Green Growth & Travelism Summer School
Limburg, Belgium

25 to 29 August 2014.

In 2015 world leaders will agree new frameworks for climate response and sustainable development. 

The Green Growth & Travelism Summer School, taking place in Hasselt University in the province of Limburg, Belgium, will help travel and tourism managers and graduates prepare for this.

The initiative is being run by the Green Growth & Travelism Institute, a non-profit international University research and development network.

A series of lectures devoted to transport and hospitality sustainability topics and case studies will be given by leading experts in the fields of climate change, green growth, travelism, mobility and biodiversity. 

These will be completed by field trips and interactive debates, focusing on practical applications and career development for course participants.

Sessions will be led by industry experts including :

· Goldman Award winner Ignace Schops, Director of Belgium’s National Park and an Al Gore Leadership fellow

· Professor Geoffrey Lipman who played a leading role in WTTC and UNWTO Sustainability and Climate initiatives will be the Course Directors

· Professor Geert Wets, Head of the Hasselt University Transportation Research Institute.

There are 20 sponsored scholarships for the Summer School covering Green Growth, and Travel & Tourism.  

The Green Growth & Travelism Institute is a non-profit international University with partners in Belgium, Australia, China, Peru, Korea, Indonesia, Zambia and the UK.

Its goal is to create an academic underpinning to the Green Growth & Travelism paradigm – with shared curriculum elements, summer schools, distance learning & entrepreneurship focused programs.

Visit : www.ggtsummerschool.be. Contact : Marie-Julie Chaput at mariejulie.chaput@gmail.com.

Liberation Route Europe, Holland

 

Liberation Route Europe has been established to enable visitors to get an insight into the actions in the east of North Brabant, around Arnhem, Nijmegen and the Veluwe in 1944 and 1945. 

These areas were key in the final stages of the Second World War - in Operation Market Garden and the Rhineland Offensive.  

The route takes in 95 audio spots, each marked by a large boulder and each with its own interesting and often moving story about the civilians and soldiers who lived and fought there in 1944-45. 

Operation Market Garden

 

In September 1944, in an attempt to end the war before Christmas, the Allies launched Operation Market Garden. 

Operation Market Garden

(cont)

This was the code name for an enormous allied offensive that consisted of large-scale airborne landings (Market) and an infantry advance from Belgium, through North Brabant towards the Maas, Waal and Lower Rhine rivers (Garden). 

British, Polish and American airborne troops were ordered to take the bridges over these three Dutch rivers. The ground forces were charged with the quick advance towards Lake IJssel in the north. 

The aim was to cut off the German troops in the west of Holland so that the Allies could make their advance into the Ruhrgebied, the industrial heart of Germany, and on to Berlin.

 

Despite the fact that this was one of the largest airborne operations in history, Operation Market Garden was only partially successful. 

After heavy fighting, Nijmegen and large parts of North Brabant were liberated, but Arnhem was not. The winter that followed for Arnhem and the Veluwe was a terrible one. 

The final push for freedom came in February 1945: Operation Veritable and with it, the start of the great Rhineland Offensive.

The Liberation Route Europe Foundation

 

Together with over sixty international partners in England, France, Germany and Poland, the Liberation Route Europe Foundation is working on rolling out the route that the allied forces took through Europe in order to put an end to the Second World War. 

Its main partners include the British tourist organisation Visit Kent, the Imperial War Musuem, the French Basse-Normandie and the German Rureifel Tourismus. 

The 3000-kilometre-long route starts in southern England and goes via Normandy, through Belgium and the south east of Holland on to Berlin. 

From the opposite direction, the route runs from Gdansk to Berlin. 

The official launch of Liberation Route Europe takes place on the beaches of Normandy on 6 June 2014, exactly seventy years after D-Day.

 

A travelling exhibition which tells the story of the Liberation Route Europe will travel across Europe.

Visit : www.liberationroute.com. Contact : Simone Sagi at ssagi@holland.com. 

The Wild Turkey Distillery and the Kentucky Bourbon Trail, Kentucky

The new $100 million Wild Turkey Distillery Visitor Centre is located on a hill 275 feet above the Kentucky River.

 

As one destination on the Kentucky Bourbon Trail it expects to welcome approximately 80,000 guests this year.

 

Massive glass windows look down on the Kentucky River, giving visitors a chance to drink in the Commonwealth’s spectacular beauty, while also sampling the whiskies. 

The Wild Turkey distillery situated on a deep limestone shelf on the Kentucky River, which acts as a natural filter and provides the distillery with crystal clear water, vital to making such a high quality product.

The Kentucky Bourbon Trail

The Kentucky Distillers’ Association formed the Kentucky Bourbon Trail tour to give visitors a firsthand look at the art and science of crafting Bourbon, and the rich history and proud tradition of the states signature spirit.
It began in the 1700s with the first settlers of Kentucky. Like most farmers and frontiersmen, they found that getting crops to market over narrow trails and steep mountains was a daunting task.

They soon learned that converting corn and other grains to whiskey made them easily transportable, prevented the excess grain from simply rotting, and gave them some welcome diversion from the rough life of the frontier.
Since then, generations of Kentuckians have continued the heritage and time-honored tradition of making Bourbon, unchanged from the process used by their ancestors centuries before.
Bourbon tourism has attracted nearly 2.5 million visitors from all 50 states and 25 countries to the Kentucky Bourbon Trail tour in the last five years.
Visit : www.kybourbontrail.com and www.wildturkeybourbon.com. Contact : Claire Clark at claire@genuinepr.com.

The City of Vancouver, Canada

The City of Vancouver, is a coastal seaport city on the mainland of British Columbia.

The annual Vancouver Folk Music Festival 

18 to 20 July 2014

The 37th annual Vancouver Folk Music Festival, at Jericho Beach Park, offers 60 eclectic acts converge, including Joan Baez, Amos Lee, Seun Kuti & Egypt 80 and the Great Lake Swimmers,. 

Visit : www.thefestival.bc.ca 

Vancouver Brewery Tours 

Behind-the-scenes excursions with Vancouver Brewery Tours takes a look at the city's craft breweries. 

Visit : www.vancouverbrewerytours.com 

Prohibition City

Forbidden Vancouver's popular Prohibition City tour explores Vancouver in the 1910s and 1920s — a world of bootlegging and speakeasies and showgirls. 

Visit : www.forbiddenvancouver.ca
 Vancouver Art Gallery


The Vancouver Art Gallery has Canadian artist and author Douglas Coupland staging the City of Glass - the first major in-depth exhibition of the artist's visual art. 

Visit : www.vanartgallery.bc.ca

Burdock & Co

Main Street's Burdock & Co offers Chef Andrea Carlson's ever-changing "vegetable-focused share-plate" approach that celebrates fresh-from-the-farm leafy greens and local, pasture-raised meat in equal measures. 

Visit : www.burdockandco.com


The Loden 

The Loden is a boutique hotel on Coal Harbour, with a spa suite and traditional French bistro fare.

Visit : www.theloden.com

Visit : www.tourismvancouver.com. Contact : Carla Mont at Carla.Mont@DestinationBC.ca. 

Pula, Croatia

Pula is a city located on the southern tip of the Istrian peninsula - the largest of the Adriatic Sea and the most western located region of Croatia. 

The Arena of Pula is among the largest surviving Roman arenas in the world, being a fully preserved 1st century Roman amphitheatre it is still used for performances by international renowned artists.

Pula is also a good starting point for a sailing trip around the Dalmatian Coast with its 1,000 islands.

The Istria’s coastline is 537km long with azure-blue sea with bays and blue flag awarded beaches

The area has seven Unesco World Heritage sites and the Brijuni national park, a collection of 14 islands which was the summer residence of Josip Broz Tito.

Istria is home to two of Europe’s biggest summer music festivals :

· Outlook- a drum & bass and dance festival (3-7 September 2014, and 

· Dimensions – and underground electronic festival (27-31 September).

Park Plaza Belvedere Medulin

The Park Plaza Belvedere Medulin, which opens in June 2014 in Pula, will have 427 rooms and a 1200 square metre spa with indoor and outdoor pool.

The Park Plaza Belvedere Medulin joins Park Plaza Histria Pula, Park Plaza Verudula, Pula and Park Plaza Medulin, which were launched in 2012. 

Visit : www.pulainfo.hr/en and www.ParkPlaza.com. Contact : Maria Karapandeli at mkarapandeli@pphe.com. 

Branson, Missouri

Branson, which is promoted as the Live Music Show Capital of America,  features more than 80 live shows every day during the season.

Silver Dollar City, features 30 rides and attractions, live shows and restaurants. 

Festivals and events at Silver Dollar City this summer include:  

· Bluegrass & BBQ Festival (8 May to 1 June 2014) featuring Bluegrass music’s top artists

· Southern Gospel Picnic ( 22 August to 1 September 2014), featuring performances by top Southern Gospel artists; and 

· Country Music Weekend from (6 and 7 September 2014), with concerts by the stars of classic country.

Branson also features the Titanic Museum Attraction, and the Branson Landing on Lake Taneycomo, in downtown Branson, which features festivals, musical events, a variety of waterfront dining options, and 400,000 sq. ft. of shops, boutiques, galleries and specialty gift shops.

Chateau On The Lake Resort & Spa

The Chateau on the Lake Resort & Spa, a AAA Four-Diamond resort, enjoys scenic views of Table Rock Lake and surrounding mountains.

Chateau Marina offers an array of boat rentals, parasailing, catamaran and guided fishing excursions, scuba diving and snorkeling.

Visit : www.bransontourismcenter.com and www.ChateauOnTheLake.com.

Contact: Karen Lamonica at klamonica@chisano.com. 

The European bison in Romania

The European bison, the continent's largest wild land mammal, used to roam across Europe until it was hunted to extinction in the wild in 1927. 

Seventeen European bison have now been now introduced into the Tarcu Mountain Reserve in Romania's Southern Carpathians, with a further 10 more to be released during this summer.

The initiative is a partnership between Rewilding Europe and WWF Romania.

Wildlife Worldwide offers trips to witness the further reintroduction of bison between mid-June and the end of August. 

Extinct from the area for over 250 years, this new bison population has been brought in from several corners of Europe and within 10 years should see 500 European bison living in total freedom in an area spanning 59,000 hectares of remote mountains, meadows and valleys. 

Visit : www.rewildingeurope.com, www.wildlifeworldwide.com. Contact : Julia Spence at juliaspence.pr@gmail.com.

	A place to stay 


Belmond La Residencia, Mallorca

The luxury Belmond La Residencia, Mallorca, is located by mountains on Mallorca’s north-west coast.

One of Spain's finest luxury boutique hotels, the resort comprises twin manor houses and award-winning spa in lush gardens among olive and citrus groves on the edge of the artists’ village of Deià.
Guests can enjoy a complimentary two-hour boat ride along the rugged Mallorcan coastline while exploring the secluded coves.
Belmond La Residencia is also home to one of Spain’s largest permanent sculpture gardens. The displays includes pieces by established international sculptors as well as up-and-coming makers.
Visit : www.hotel-laresidencia.com. Contact : Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com. 

The Nam Hai, Hoi An, Vietnam

The Nam Hai is situated on a 1 km stretch of white beach of Ha My, near the historic town of Hoi An.

The hotel has sixty, one-bedroom villas as well as forty one-to-five bedroom pool villas, each with views across the South China Sea and nearby Cham Islands. 

Facilities include a luxury spa, fitness and yoga centre, two gourmet restaurants, an Organic Farm, cookery school, Kids’ Club and a Colin Montgomerie-designed 18-hole golf course.

Visit : www.thenamhaihoian.com. Contact : Katie O'Lone at katie@masonrose.com. 

The DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel & Residences Dubai - Al Barsha

Hilton Worldwide and DoubleTree by Hilton have opened the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel & Residences Dubai - Al Barsha.

The hotel is located within a short walking distance of Mall of The Emirates, with its Ski Dubai attraction, the first indoor ski resort in the Middle East.

The 359 room property is the first DoubleTree by Hilton hotel to open in the Emirate of Dubai and the second to open in the United Arab Emirates this year.

Other DoubleTree by Hilton locations in the UAE are: 
· DoubleTree by Hilton Ras al Khaimah
· DoubleTree by Hilton Resort & Spa Marjan Island, and

· DoubleTree by Hilton Dubai – Jumeirah Beach (will open late 2014).

Visit : www.news.doubletree.com. Contact : Maggie Giddens at maggie.giddens@hilton.com.

Waterstone Resort & Marina Boca Raton

DoubleTree by Hilton and Hilton Worldwide has opened the Waterstone Resort & Marina Boca Raton, located just 25 miles from Fort Lauderdale/Hollywood International Airport and Palm Beach International Airport.

The refurbished 139-room hotel is 300 yards from the Atlantic Ocean and overlooks the Intracoastal Waterway. 

The property offers a base for those wanting to enjoy shopping in the boutiques of Boca Raton, fishing and water sports, golf on some of the region’s courses and the Gold Coast beaches of South Florida. 

Visit : www.waterstoneboca.com.  Contact : Atiya Frederick at atiya.frederick@hilton.com. 

Beachcomber’s Shandrani Resort & Spa, Mauritius                                             

Surrounded by the Blue Bay Marine Park and 70 acres of manicured gardens, Beachcomber’s Shandrani Resort & Spa in Mauritius is fringed by three white sand beaches. 

Guests can explore the marine park and local nature reserve and observe the spectacular number of tropical creatures in the Indian Ocean which are endemic to Mauritius.

Visit : www.beachcombertours.co.uk. Contact : Charlie Fox at Charlie@grifcopr.com. 

Fort Young Hotel, Dominica

Built into the original fort (first constructed in 1699), The Fort Young is one of Dominica's leading hotels and a landmark in the capital city Roseau. 

The hotel has 32 original Fort rooms, 38 Oceanfront and Deluxe Oceanfront rooms, along with three suites.

The Caribbean island of Dominica enjoys an abundance of natural attractions including 365 rivers, the second largest boiling lake in the world, volcanoes, mountains, waterfalls, hot springs, black and white sand beaches.

Much of the island is protected under national parks, one of which has been given UNESCO World Heritage status. 

Dominica is a popular destination for divers, hikers, birdwatchers and nature-lovers.

Visit : www.fortyounghotel.com and www.Dominica.dm. Contact : news@adams-pr.com. 

	
	An Alliance focus on

 The Glasgow 2014 Commonmwealth Games


Glasgow City Marketing Bureau (GCMB), VisitScotland (VS) and VisitBritain (VB) have launched a dedicated digital newsroom for UK and International media for the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games.
	This online portal will be a dedicated space where all 2014 accredited media, and other UK and international consumer, lifestyle, features, news, sports, business and digital media, can source any information they require on Glasgow, Scotland and the rest of the UK. 

It will also support the Destination Media Hub facility operating at the iconic IET Glasgow: Teacher Building during the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games.

Users will have online access to the latest travel and destination news, rich multimedia content – including HD B-Roll and high-res imagery – plus a range of exciting media offers, fact sheets and other useful resources. 

The registration process is quick and simple, and media are invited to sign-up.

Visit : www.destinationmediahub.com.

@mediahub2014

The portal is accompanied by a dedicated Twitter feed @mediahub2014.

The Destination Media Hub

Located in St Enoch Square, in the Glasgow city centre, the DMH will operate from Sunday 20 July  to Monday 4 August between 8am and 8pm. 

It will serve as a 'one-stop shop’ for visiting UK and international press and broadcasters with full media facilities.
	Glasgow City Marketing Bureau

Glasgow City Marketing Bureau is the official destination marketing organisation for the city of Glasgow. 

Visit: www.peoplemakeglasgow.com. 

VisitScotland

VisitScotland is Scotland’s national tourism organisation. 

Its core purpose is to maximise the economic benefit of tourism to Scotland. 

Visit : www.visitscotland.org.   

VisitBritain

VisitBritain is the national tourism agency, responsible for marketing Britain worldwide and developing Britain’s visitor economy. 

Its partners include government agencies such as UKTI and the British Council, airlines and operators, as well as the official tourism bodies for London, England, Scotland and Wales.

Visit : www.visitbritain.org and www.visitbritain.com/media. 


Contact : 

· Amy Riddell, Glasgow City Marketing Bureau at amy.riddell@glasgowcitymarketingbureau.com
· Michael McCuish, VisitScotland at Michael.McCuish@visitscotland.com 

· VisitBritain Press Office at pressandpr@visitbritain.org 
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com
Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or 

Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
	Hudson’s Historic Houses and Gardens 

www.hudsonsheritage.com. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com. Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com.
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  


	Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

The Official (UK) Tourist Board Guides 

www.visitor-guides.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  press@roughguides.com  

The Signpost 

www.signpost.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com. Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.com. Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com


	
	The Alliance 

Bulletin 


Providing key information in a
no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.
Mid-May 2014

Ashley Gibbins 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
www.itwalliance.com
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	Contents

Job shop 

Enabling the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.

Working with the Alliance 

Travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance.
News 
News items of interest to travel journalists.
Leads 

Story ideas and angles from travel partners and their agencies.


	What’s on 

Annual or special events, celebrations and commemorations.

Reasons to write about 

More detailed information on potential features
A place to stay 
New, unusual, interesting or convenient accommodation worldwide.

Travel guides 

Travel guide publishers offering review copies to Alliance members.
Appendix one 




Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel writers, broadcasters and photographers

· Editor : 
commissioning editors

· Partner : 
travel and tourism industry organisations, or 

· Agency : 
agency representatives with travel or tourism clients
The Alliance press card 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with formal recognition of their status and standing in the profession and a range of opportunities from Alliance travel partners.

For more information contact Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com.
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	The Alliance Job shop


The International Travel Writers Alliance Job Shop has been created to enable the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.

Alliance travel journalists can also upload a CV for potential employers to search if and when they need freelance support.

Alliance journalists can also :
· set up Job Alerts so as to be notified if a job is posted that matches the journalists skills or interests 

· create an anonymous job seeker profile, and 
· access job searching tools and tips 

Although in its infancy, we hope the Job Shop will become a valuable addition to the range of services offered by the International Travel Writers Alliance.

Visit : www.jobtarget.com/home/home.cfm?site_id=14773
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Brad and Sofies Scandinavia

Brad and Sofies Scandinavia is a film production company based in Sweden. We specialize in TV documentaries on traveling the Nordic countries and learning About the culture. 

The company also has a monthly magazine promoting the culture as well as interesting articles in English and Swedish on the culture and interesting people. 

The company will shortly be providing travel consulting on visiting the locations in our shows and other destinations in our magazine and social media features.

Visit : www.bradandsofiesscandinavia.com. Contact : Brad Thornton at bradleyjthornton@yahoo.com. 

1066 Country, UK

1066 Country Marketing is a public private partnership which has been running since 1993. 

Funding is provided by Hastings Borough Council, Rother District Council, Wealden District Council, English Heritage, National Trust and private membership subscriptions of 1066 Country attractions, accommodation providers and businesses.

Visit : www.visit1066country.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jmellis@hastings.gov.uk
Huntsville, Alabama USA

The high-tech city of Huntsville which sprawls at the foot of a mountain in North Alabama is equally at home in the 19th century or the 21st. 

Huntsville's tourist attractions reflect the heritage of Alabama's first English-speaking city, the strife of the American Civil War and the accomplishments of America's rocket scientists.   

The city is nicknamed "The Rocket City" for its close history with U.S. space missions. Huntsville has been important in developing space technology since the 1950s. 

Huntsville Botanical Garden, home to the nation’s largest open-air butterfly house.

Visit : www.huntsville.org. Contact : Charles Winters at cwinters@huntsville.org.

Festivals Edinburgh, Scotland

Festivals Edinburgh is the umbrella organisation for the city’s 12 Festivals.
	· Imaginate Festival

· Edinburgh Art Festival

· Edinburgh Festival Fringe

· Edinburgh's Hogmanay & New Year Party

· Edinburgh International Book Festival

· Edinburgh International Festival
	· Edinburgh International Film Festival

· Edinburgh International Science Festival

· Edinburgh Jazz and Blues Festival

· Edinburgh Mela

· Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo, and 

· Scottish International Storytelling Festival




Festivals Edinburgh lead on promoting the ‘Edinburgh Festivals’ brand. 
The group press office works with travel and lifestyle outlets and can help with imagery, broadcast, press visits and general information requests."

Visit : www.edinburghfestivals.co.uk . Contact : Joe Walton at Media@festivalsedinburgh.com. 

Destination British Columbia, Canada


Destination British Columbia has been mandated to fulfill several key marketing and leadership responsibilities critical to the long-term, sustainable growth of the provincial tourism industry
Visit : www.destinationbc.ca. Contact : Clare Mason at clare.mason@gov.bc.ca
Agencies 

ADPR (UK)

ADPR devises and delivers smart, creative and tactical PR campaigns that really reach and engage target audiences. 
Whether your need is to launch a new product, revitalise or change perceptions of an existing brand, or protect your reputation in a crisis, you can rely on ADPR to deliver excellent results.
Visit : www.adpr.co.uk. Contact : Eloise
Evans at eloise@adpr.co.uk


	News


Waldorf Astoria Jerusalem

Hilton Worldwide’s Waldorf Astoria Hotels & Resorts is to open the Waldorf Astoria Jerusalem in 2015.

Located within a uniquely preserved ottoman façade, the new luxury hotel is located on the site of the former Palace Hotel, previously one of Jerusalem’s most renowned properties, which last received guests in 1935.  

It is within walking distance of the walls of the Old City and the Jaffa Gate, Waldorf and adjoins Jerusalem’s upscale shopping centre, Mamilla, and overlooks Independence Park.

Visit : www.waldorfastoria.com.  Contact : Nicole Lovett at nicole@grifcopr.com.

Seven Oaks Golf Course, Hamilton, NY

Colgate University has selected Billy Casper Golf, the US owner-operator of golf courses, country clubs and resorts, to manage its Seven Oaks Golf Course (Hamilton, NY).

Located one hour southeast of Syracuse, NY, the 6,915-yard, par 72 Seven Oaks is open to the public with memberships available.  

Billy Casper currently has 150 properties in 28 US states.  

Visit :  www.seveoaksgolf.com and www.billycaspergolf.com. Andy DeKeuster at adekeuster@billycaspergolf.com.

Anthem of the Seas

Anthem of the Seas, Royal Caribbean International’s newest and most technologically developed cruise ship, will start cruising in April 2015.

Sailing from Southampton, Anthem of the Seas is due to feature a number of “firsts at sea” including a Jamie’s Italian, a skydiving experience called RipCord by iFLY and the North Star, a capsule that extends 300 feet above the ocean to deliver 360-degree views for guests. 

Anthem of the Seas will offer 19 Mediterranean sailings beginning on 22 April 2015 before  heading to Cape Liberty in November 2015. 

The new itineraries range from three to 16 nights with a strong focus on ‘taster’ cruises designed attract a new breed of British holidaymaker who hasn’t previously considered a cruise holiday.

Visit : www.royalcaribbean.co.uk. Contact : Katie Wright at katie.wright@sirencomms.com.

Former KGB House in Rīga, Latvia

The former building of the Committee for State Security of the Soviet Union in Rīga is now open.
The building known as the Corner House and the KGB house was where Latvians were imprisoned, interrogated and even shot.

The KGB house, which stood empty for many years, will now stage exhibitions and cultural events designed to enable people to tackle their personal histories associated with this building.

Visit : www.riga2014.org. Anna Muhka at anna.muhka@riga2014.org. 
New hotels in Macau, China

More than 12,000 new hotel rooms are planned over the next three years in Macau.  Brands looking to open properties include :


the world's first KARL LAGERFELD Hotel.  

	
	


Visit : www.macautourism.gov.mo. Contact : Lucy Mayes at lucy@humewhitehead.co.uk.

Walking tours and films in Macau, China

The Macau Government Tourist Office has launched four new short films to accompany its collection of recently created walking tours.  

Available online the films are designed to give visitors a taste of what to expect on each walking tour and also create a greater travel experience by complementing the walking tours iOS app and maps that can be downloaded for free via the MGTO website.   

The four walking tours cover Historical Trails, Nature and Creativity, East meets West', and 'Arts and Culture and are intended to be leisurely strolls.   

Visit : www.en.macautourism.gov.mo/plan/walking_tours.php?id=549. Contact : Lucy Mayes at lucy@humewhitehead.co.uk.

Brody House, Budapest, Hungary

Brody House, founded in 2009 by British entrepreneurs Will Clothier and Peter Grundberg, operates as a guesthouse come boutique hotel with 11 unique and individually designed bedrooms for short term stays. 
Brody House was built in 1896 for Dr. Vilmos Tauffer, a pioneering medical practitioner, who used it as his city residence, office and practice in what was the glamorous and exclusive 'Palace Quarter'. 
Brody Stables

This town house in the heart of Budapest was built by Count Blaskovich as his city residence and stables for his race horse, Kincsem (the word for 'my treasure' in Hungarian). The building is currently undergoing renovation and is set to have approximately 22 luxury bedrooms.

Brody Studios

Brody Studios in the heart of Budapest was built at the end of the 1800s as a residential property. Today it houses artist studios, a gallery and event space.
Visit : www.brodyhouse.com. Contact: Sarah Taylor at sarah@taylormadepr.com. 
Fred. Olsen’s Black Watch’s ‘Rugged & Rural Canada’ cruise

Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines Black Watch’s ‘Rugged & Rural Canada’ is an 11-night cruise, which departs from Liverpool on 14 August 2015.

Visit : www.fredolsencruises.com. Contact : Ruth Ryland at ruth.ryland@fredolsen.co.uk.

The English Hall of Fame

VisitEngland has announced the winners of its search for entries into the country's Hall of Fame.
	History & Heritage

Bronze : The four surviving original copies of Magna Carta, sealed in 1215 at Runnymede, Surrey, and regarded by historians as the foundation of constitutional liberty in the English-speaking world

Silver : The smooth lawns and sweeping vistas of England’s landscaping master, Capability Brown, as seen at Northumberland's Kirkharle Lake and Courtyard

Gold : Portsmouth Historic Dockyard, the world's oldest industrial complex and a crucial part of England’s naval heritage 

The Great, the Good and the Notorious

Bronze : Elusive graffiti artist Banksy, whose original murals can be spotted on a guided tour of Bristol’s street art

Silver :  Robin Hood, England's outlaw, whose world-famous legend is rooted in Sherwood Forest on the outskirts of Nottingham

Gold : Founder of the National Trust, Octavia Hill, whose birthplace museum in Wisbech, Cambridgeshire, is dedicated to her life and social reforms

Food & Drink

Bronze : The Bakewell Pudding, first made at a local inn in Derbyshire during the 19th century.
	Silver : England's oldest working gin distillery in Plymouth, whose guided tours provide a glimpse into the centuries-old process of gin making

Gold : The sandwich, an essential part of afternoon tea, which was named in honour of its ingenious inventor, John Montagu, the 4th Earl of Sandwich. 

Enjoy them cut up into dainty fingers at Woburn Abbey, where the tradition of afternoon tea was popularised around 1840.

Inventions & Discoveries

Bronze : England as the birthplace of the steam locomotive, whose steam train attractions can be found throughout the country. 

A working replica of the world’s first operational steam locomotive can be seen in action at Blists Hill Victorian Town in Ironbridge, Shropshire.

Silver : Sir Isaac Newton’s family home at Woolsthorpe Manor in Lincolnshire, where the English physicist and mathematician first discovered his theory of gravity

Gold : Isambard Kingdom Brunel's engineering achievements in Bristol, including the magnificent Clifton Suspension Bridge and SS Great Britain passenger steamship


	Sport & Leisure

Bronze : The annual BNY Mellon Boat Race (known also as the Oxford vs Cambridge Boat Race), established in 1829 and one of the world’s oldest sporting events

Silver : The home of tennis, from Hampton Court Palace in Richmond-upon-Thames, where the sport is thought to have been invented, to Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum

Gold : The incidental birth of modern rugby during a football game at Rugby School in Warwickshire

Culture & Entertainment

Bronze : Glastonbury, the pinnacle of all festivals held at Worthy Farm in Somerset

Silver : Hampshire’s Highclere Castle, the real-life location of the hugely successful Downton Abbey

Gold : The Beatles, 




Visit : www.visitengland.org. Contact : Natalie Ashworth at Natalie.Ashworth@visitengland.org.

	Leads


Ham Yard Hotel, London 

The Ham Yard Hotel in Soho, London opens on 1 June 2014.

The development includes the hotel's 90 bedrooms and suites, 24 apartments, 13 shops and a restaurant and bar with outdoor dining and drinking. 
There is a drawing room and library as well as the Soholistic Spa and Gym, 176 seat theatre, several and a 50's style bowling alley. 
The rooftop garden has views of the London skyline. Interiors have been designed by Kit Kemp in modern British style.
Ham Yard, previously a deserted ¾ acre site, has an all-new village feel and connects Great Windmill and Denman Streets via a tree-filled public thoroughfare. 
Set between the elegant sophistication of Mayfair and the edgy buzz of Soho, this is an inclusive space for local residents, workers and hotel guests to shop in the individual specialist stores, visit the theatre, eat, drink and entertain in style.
Visit : www.hamyardhotel.com. Contact : Sally Swadling at SallySwadling@firmdale.com. 
Celebrity Cruises wine cruises

Celebrity Cruises and wine expert Oz Clarke host two cruises focussing on Europe’s rich wine heritage.

On board Oz will offer a series of masterclasses, food and wine pairings and bespoke shore excursions.

The 12-night cruise takes in renowned vineyards throughout France, Spain and Portugal during the annual grape harvest.

Visit : www.celebritycruises.com. Contact : Louise James at LouiseJames@celebritycruises.com.

The Bloor St. Culture Corridor, Toronto, Canada

Twelve Toronto arts and culture organisations have set up the Bloor St. Culture Corridor to Market this area of the city.

Partners in the Bloor St. Culture Corridor include :

· the Bloor Hot Docs Cinema, a historic century-old cinema and one of the world's only documentary-focused theatres

· Tafelmusik Baroque Orchestra and Chamber Choir and The Toronto Consort

· the Miles Nadal Jewish Community Centre and the Native Canadian Centre of Toronto, 

· the Royal Ontario Museum, Gardiner Museum and the Bata Shoe Museum.

Visit : www.bloorstculturecorridor.com. Contact : Heather Kelly at info@bloorstculturecorridor.com.

Herdtracker : Discover Africa

Discover Africa has launched HerdTracker, a real time Google map which shows instant updates of the Serengeti's great migrations.

Real time updates are sourced from pilots who fly over the Serengeti and Masai Mara, safari guides on the ground, Tanzania National Parks Authority rangers and lodges in the Masai Mara in Kenya.

The migration map allows those planning their safari to see a month-by-month prediction, ensuring safari travellers are in the right place at the right time.

HerdTracker was started by Discover Africa’s Carel Verhoef, a qualified safari guide who has lived in the Serengeti for ten years. 

Visit : www.discoverafrica.com/herdtracker. Contact : Victoria Holmes at victoria@pragencyone.co.uk.

Dolomite Mountains bike tours

Italy’s guided mountain travel company, Dolomite Mountains, is offering seven-day bicycle tours of fine wines and dining in the Dolomites.

The Dolomites is a UNESCO World Heritage Site embracing the northern Italian Alps where Italian, German and Ladin cultures and traditions overlap.

A professional bike guide provides a trip briefing, orientation and maps before participants cycle east through the fields, meadows and forests of the Alta Val Pusteria toward San Candido at 3,855 feet in the Sesto Dolomites Natural Park. 

Visit : www.dolomitemountains.com. Contact: Alexia Nestora at alexia@lassocommunications.com. 
The chimps of Kyambura, Uganda

Kyambura Gorge, a deep and ancient forested gorge that runs through Uganda’s Queen Elizabeth National Park, is home to a single community of 24 chimpanzees. 

The Kyambura chimpanzees became isolated from neighbouring chimps in Kashoya-kitomi forest due to an increase in the local human population and habitat destruction over the past 15 years. 

It is now an isolated chimpanzee community, cut off from the rest of the jungle, which must keep to the safety of the gorge or face the predator-ridden surrounding savannah.

The Kyambura Gorge Lodge is a modern eco-luxury lodge with eight bandas, all with views of Queen Elizabeth National Park and the Rwenzori Mountains in the distance.

Wildlife activities range from chimpanzee trekking in the Kyambura Gorge, to spotting a wide variety of savannah game and a selection of bird species, often best seen on the banks of the Kazinga Channel and on the open plains of Uganda’s second-largest National park.

There are also volcanoes-only activities at the lodge, run by the Volcanoes Safaris Partnership Trust (VSPT), which connects guests to the conservation of wildlife and the nearby communities. 

Visit :  www.volcanoessafaris.com. Contact : Ros Boycott at ros@masonrose.com. 

Largo Looker, Key Largo, Florida

Key Largo tour operator Largo Looker has opened in the Florida Keys and offers glass-bottom tours in its high-speed hydrofoil-design vessel.

Visit : www.largolooker.com and www.fla-keys.co.uk. Contact : Jo Thomas at jo.thomas@kbc-pr.com. 
The Garden Theatre, Winter Garden, Florida

The Garden Theatre stages its 2014 Summer Movie Series, running from 12 June 12 to 31 August with a line-up includes 20 feature-length films, Thursday Vintage Favorites and Friday Cult Classics.

Located in the historic downtown Winter Garden on Plant Street, the Garden Theatre is a not-for-profit community organization.The theatre, which reopened 2008, showcases its productions in a Mediterranean Revival style venue.  

Visit : www.gardentheatre.org. Contact : Heim, Matt  at matt.heim@gardentheatre.org.

Wild Planet Adventures’

Wild Planet Adventures’ has received a “Top Tours of a Lifetime” award from the editors of National Geographic Traveler for its On the Jaguar’s Trail - a jaguar spotting trip to Brazil.

Wild Planet operates wildlife eco-tours and safaris in nine countries and has now won this top honor for an unprecedented five of its nine destinations.

In addition to sighting jaguars in Brazil, guests on Wild Planet’s trips can look for tigers in the wild in India; lions, leopards and cheetah in Zambia; jaguars of Peru on tours into the Amazon region;  elusive clouded leopards in Thailand and clouded leopards and marbled (small wildcats) cats in Borneo.

Visit : www.wildplanetadventures.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins at dave@travelnewssource.com. 

ITC Luxury Travel

ITC Luxury Travel has launched its new Europe and North Africa brochure, featuring a new collection of short haul and mi-haul destinations. 

The collection includes countries and islands including Spain, Portugal and Madeira, the Greek islands, Cyprus, Turkey, Italy, France, Egypt, Morocco, Switzerland and Tunisia.  

The hotels featured in the new ITC Luxury Travel Europe & North Africa Collection include:

Conrad Algarve, Quinta do Lago, Portugal

Styled on an 18th century palace, Conrad Algarve is located in Quinta do Lago, southern Portugal. 

A popular golfing destination as well as a dining and spa retreat.

Princesa Yaiza Suite Hotel Resort, Lanzarote, Spain

Princesa Yaiza is a 5-star resort on the coast of Lanzarote. Designed in a traditional colonial style with eight outdoor pools, floral gardens and panoramic sea views, this relaxing retreat is ideal for families. 

Royal Palm Marrakech, Morocco 

A new opening in Morocco, the Royal Palm Marrakech faces the Atlas Mountains and lush Menara Gardens. 

Set within palm and olive trees and the hotel has its own 27-hole championship golf course.

Hotel Arts Barcelona, Spain

This Ritz-Carlton hotel is known for its contemporary design. Including five restaurants, with the two Michelin-starred Enoteca restaurant, and a health and beauty centre.

Visit : www.itcluxurytravel.co.uk. Contact:  Hannah Summers at Hannah@grifcopr.com.

Spring birding in Alaska

Alaska stages a number of birding festivals in spring.

During May, as many as five million shorebirds rest and feed in Cordova and this coincides with the Copper River Delta Shorebird Festival. 

Visit : www.cordovachamber.com
Birders also head to the Kenai Peninsula for the Kachemak Bay Shorebird Festival and the and Kenai Birding Festival. 

Visit : www.homeralaska.org and www.kenaibirdfest.com. 

In the north, there is the Tanana Migratory Bird Festivalequips while the Yakutat Tern Festival celebrates one of the largest and southernmost breeding colonies of Aleutian Terns. 

Visit : www.alaskacenters.gov.

Visit : www.adfg.alaska.gov.  Contact : Anne Sutto at anne.sutton@alaska.gov.

Care for the Wild International

Care for the Wild International is a charity dedicated to the conservation and welfare of wildlife around the world. 

RIGHT-tourism stands for Responsible, Informed, Guilt-Free and Humane tourism and its website offers detailed, factual information on animal-related tourist attractions in every country of the world. 

Visit : www.careforthewild.com and www.RIGHT-tourism.org. Contact : Chris Pitt at chris@Careforthewild.com. 
The Abbotsbury Swannery, Dorset UK

The Abbotsbury Swannery is the only place in the world where visitors can walk through a colony of mute swans, see cygnets hatching and participate in mass feedings.

The Swannery was first established in the 11th century by Benedictine monks, who farmed the swans for lavish banquets. Each year about 100 breeding pairs of swans produce around 500 eggs.

Its swan population can double in June and July, when moulting swans become flightless and seek sanctuary. 

In November and December, the population triples when freshwater weeds are dying off and hundreds of other swans come to Abbotsbury to feed on the plentiful eel grass. 

Visit : www.abbotsbury-tourism.co.uk/swannery. Contact : Emily Pykett at  emily@watershedpr.co.uk. 
Deep Creek Lake, Maryland

Deep Creek Lake, in Garrett County, Maryland is the largest inland body of water in Maryland. 

Like all lakes in the state, it is man-made and home to a wide variety of freshwater fish and aquatic birds. Fishing is extremely popular on the lake, for species such as largemouth bass, smallmouth bass, and walleye. 

Visit : www.deepcreek.com. Contact: Emily Tobin at emilyt@deepcreek.com. 
	What’s on in 2014


Hello Indonesia, London 

31 May 2014

Hello Indonesia will be a free one-day festival of Indonesia to be held in Trafalgar Square, London.

It will celebrate the cultural destination of Indonesia with a programme of entertainment.

The Republic of Indonesia is the largest archipelago in the world, comprising more than 17,000 tropical islands fringed with white sandy beaches. 

Among the most well-known islands are Bali, Java, Kalimantan (formerly Borneo), Papua, Sulawesi (formerly Celebes), Sumatra, and the Maluku Islands (or better known as Moluccas, the original Spice Islands). 

Visit : www.tourism-indonesia.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Habicht at sarah@humewhitehead.co.uk.

The 2014 Islay Festival, Scotland 

23rd to 31st of May 2014

Fees Ile, the Islay Festival of Malt and Music, was founded to celebrate the heritage and culture of Isle of Islay. 

Since 2000 Feis Ile has run in conjunction with the distilleries of Islay and Jura and Port Ellen Maltings. 
Each distillery has its own open day, putting on special events and there is a diverse programme featuring traditional music, ceilidhs, Gaelic lessons, golf, bowling and whisky tasting.
The Festival is held in the last week of May every year. 
Visit : www.theislayfestival.co.uk. Contact : Glenda Reid at Glenda.Reid@visitscotland.com.

Three boutique European festivals in June

SunSplash, Turkey

1 to 6 June 2014 

Returning fo it's 6th year SunSplash is staged at Aspat Beach on the Turkish Mediterranean.

Located within a private bay, the festival site features a private palm fringed beach, a tropical style beach bar, a natural creek shaded by enormous eucalyptus trees, beach bungalow accommodation, historic ruins and the Aspat Mountain.

Visit : www.sunsplash-festival.com. 
Meadows In The Mountains, Bulgaria

13 to 15 June 2014

Meadows In The Mountains is an annual music festival staged in Polkovnik Serafimovo, 850m above sea-level, and close to the Greek border in the Rhodope Mountains.

During the festival there are horse and cart taxis, mountain zip line, creative arts collectives & installations, downhill grass bob-sleighing, horse riding and mountain rambling.

Visit : www.meadowsinthemountains.com
Weekend At The Edge Of The Lake, the Géronde Lake, Sierre, Switzerland

27 to 29 June 2014

The 8th edition of the Weekend At The Edge Of The Lake Festival is three days and three nights of concerts, live sets, DJ sets and visual art performances on the shore of this small Alpine lake.

There will be a visual arts programme with film screenings, photography, sculpture and theatre, trips to local vineyards and hill walks.

Visit : www.aubordeleau.ch.

Contact : Georgia at georgia@easytigerltd.com. 

The Royal Highland Show, The Highland Showgrounds, Edinburgh, Scotland

19 to 22 June 2014
The Royal Highland Show is a celebration of Scottish farming, food and rural life. Over 100 Scottish food and drink exhibitors will attend alongside gourmet suppliers from across the UK.  

Visit : wroyalhighlandshow.org. Contact : Judith O’Leary at judith@olearyrmpr.co.uk.

Czech Castles Festival, Czech Republic

July and August 2014

The Czech Castles Festival is pop, rock and alternative music festival over the summer weekends at different historic locations.

www.ceskehrady.cz/cs. Contact : Martina Reková at martina.rekova@4press.cz
Zoofest, Montréal

10 July to 3 August 2014

The 6th Zoofest is a festival spotlighting emerging talents through burlesque, circus, alternative comedy, theatre and cabaret. Zoofest selects only the craziest and most disturbing, acts.

Visit : www.zoofest.com/en. Contact : Jo Wiggall-Lazarus at dquk@destinationquebec.co.uk. 

Sand Blast, Atlantic City

18 to 20 July 2014

The 2014 Sand Blast, the largest mid-Atlantic summer gay and lesbian beach party, will be held in Atlantic City, New Jersey.

Sand Blast originated in 2002 when a small group of New York City’s gay and lesbian weekend homeowners in Asbury Park, NJ, decided to create a summer beach weekend so they could invite friends to the once thriving destination, with the goal of increasing its popularity. 

It has grown into the largest mid-Atlantic summer gay and lesbian beach party. 

The event’s impact on Asbury Park created a thriving historic downtown, a boardwalk lined with shops, beaches packed with visitors and a vibrant and involved gay and lesbian community of over 600 households and thousands of LGBT visitors.   

With the event outgrowing Asbury Park, Atlantic City with its many hotels, attractions, and party venues was seen as a natural relocation choice.

Visit : www.SandBlastWeekend.com. Contact: David Jefferys at Jefferys@altusagency.com. 

The Positivus Festival, Salacgriva, Latvia

18 to 20 July 2014

The Positivus Festival is a thre-day music festival held in the coastal town of Salacgriva is the largest music and arts festival in the Baltic States.

Visit : www.positivusfestival.com/en. Contact : Clare Dover at clare@globalpublicity.co.uk.

Second World Winter Masters Games, Québec, Canada

31 January to 8 February 2015

Québec City will host the second Winter World Masters Games in January 2015.

The sports included in the Games are : 
	· Alpine Skiing

· Cross-Country Skiing

· long track Speed Skating

· Ice Hockey
	· Curling

· Winter Triathlon

· Snow Shoeing, and

· Climbing.


Visit : www.bonjourquebec.com. Contact : Jo Wiggall-Lazarus at dquk@destinationquebec.co.uk. 

Events in Macau, China

Macau also spelled Macao, is one of the two regions of the People's Republic of China
25th Macau Arts Festival 

To 8 June 2014 

Performance artists from across the world gather in Macau for the annual Macau Art Festival.

Over the course of a month, audiences can enjoy a programme of local and international theatre, traditional and modern dance, Chinese and Western music, visual arts including circus at several UNESCO-listed auditoriums across Macau.  

Macau International Dragon Boat Festival 

31 May to 2 June 2014

The Dragon Boat Festival combines a traditional celebration with a sporting event. 

Huge crowds gather to watch elaborately-designed dragon boats race to the sound of beating drums. 

Macau Golf Open 

23 to 26 October 2014

The Macau Golf Open will be hosted by the Macau Golf & Country Club in Coloane.

Visit : www.macautourism.gov.mo. Lucy Mayes at lucy@humewhitehead.co.uk.

Events in Helsinki, Finland 


The summer season of tourism in Helsinki, the capital of Finland, in the beginning of May and finishes at the end of September. 


Helsinki Samba Carnaval

13 to 15 June 2014

Helsinki’s annual Samba Carnaval brings the parades of the Samba schools to the city centre 

Tuska 

27 to 29 June 2014

Tuska is a heavy metal music festival.


The Jazz-Espa festival and Autumn Jazz Festival
28 July to 3 August 2014  

The annual Jazz-Espa festival is staged in Esplanade Park and includes and open-air event when six Finnish bands perform.

The Jazz Finland festival takes place on 18-21 September 2014.

The Helsinki Festival

The annual Helsinki Festival is Finland’s biggest multi-arts festival during which everyone is invited to create their own arts. Own events can be submitted to the Helsinki Festival before 19 August. Also a part of the 


The Helsinki Design Week
4 to 14 September 2014 

The annual Helsinki Design Week includes the biggest design warehouse sale in the Nordic countries.

Visit : www.visithelsinki.fi. Contact : Laura Itävaara at laura.itavaara@hel.fi
In Holland

Summer Carnival Rotterdam

12 to 19 July 2014

The annual Summer Carnival in Rotterdam sees the city become a tropical street party. 

The Battle of Drums is a contest between the 4 best brass bands in Holland and is held on Friday evening. On the Saturday, there is a street parade and music throughout the city centre where Latin artists and DJ’s perform at specially organised parties.

Visit : www.zomercarnaval.nl.

Gaudeamus Musical Week

10 to 14 September 2014

The Gaudeamus Musical Week is an international festival for young composers and new music. 

Visit : www.muziekweek.nl.

 

World Port Days, Rotterdam

5 to 7 September 2014

The World Port Days is an opportunity for visitors to get a behind the scenes tour of the largest port of Europe.

Visit : www.wereldhavendagen.nl.

  

Amsterdam Dance Event

17-21 October 2012

Europe's leading electronic music conference and the world's biggest club festival.

Visit : www.amsterdam-dance-event.nl.

Crossing Border, The Hague

15 to 19 October 2014

Crossing Border Festival in The Hague is one of the most popular international festivals for music and literature in Europe. During this controversial event, writers, musicians, poets and other artists combine spoken word, music, film and visual arts.

Visit : www.denhaag.com
 

Visit : www.holland.com. Contact : Simone Sagi at ssagi@holland.com
Southport Air Show, UK

20 and 21 September 2014

 

The 21st Southport Air Show is the biggest event of its kind in the North West with skilled pilots demonstrating some stunning aerobatics. 

 The flying programme this year includes The Red Arrows and the Typhoon (Eurofighter) already confirmed with other military and civilian to be announced in the coming weeks.

Visit : www.visitsouthport.com. Contact : Steve Christian at steve@visitsouthport.com.

	Reasons to write about


The London Festival of Architecture

1 to 30 June 2014

The London Festival of Architecture (LFA) is an annual, city-wide festival featuring over 150 activities.

The 2014 theme CAPITAL provides the framework for the festival to explore London in its role as a major architectural capital, covering culture, people, the economy and the environment.

The LFA is delivered through a programme of events organised by London’s leading cultural and academic institutions including :

· the Royal Academy of Arts

· Design Museum

· Serpentine Galleries

· the National Trust, and

· associated projects by architects, artists, designers and curators.

LFA Initiating Partners

The Architecture Foundation

The non-profit Architecture Foundation promotes contemporary architecture, urbanism and culture. 

Involvement in the London Festival of Architecture aligns with its mission statement to help cultivate new talent and new ideas whilst stimulating engagement amongst professionals, policy makers and the broader public, and shape the quality of the built environment. 

Visit : www.architecturefoundation.org.uk. 

The British Council

The British Council is a Royal Charter charity, established as the UK’s international organisation for educational opportunities and cultural relations. 

As part of the global Arts team, the Architecture, Design, Fashion department develops exhibitions, seminars, workshops, collaborative projects and educational initiatives.

Visit : www.britishcouncil.org. 

New London Architecture

New London Architecture (NLA) is the centre for London’s built environment and provides an independent forum for debate about the future shape of the city. 

As a key part of London’s architectural community, promoting better buildings and places in the capital, its participation in the festival is clear – to promote change for the better and to encourage people to enjoy the city’s architectural riches. 

Visit :  www.newlondonarchitecture.org. 

RIBA London

The Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) champions better buildings, communities and the environment through architecture and its members. 

The city-wide celebration of architecture in the capital is an important and relevant part of RIBA’s activity. Participation in the festival enables RIBA to support architects and ambassadors for architecture and good design. 

Visit : www.architecture.com/ribalondon. 

Visit : www.londonfestivalofarchitecture.org. Contact : Nam Kha Tran at press@londonfestivalofarchitecture.org. 

Adventures Cross-Country 

Adventures Cross-Country (ARCC) is a leading provider of Community Service, Service Learning and Adventure Travel programs for youth ages 13 to 19. 

For over 30 years ARCC has been offering life-changing experiences to students who participate in two- to four-week small group programs in 21 countries on six continents. 

From teaching primary school English and building water purification projects in Africa to running whitewater rapids in Costa Rica or enhancing fluency in Spanish or Mandarin in Spain or China, ARCC brings youth face to face with the challenges, realities and beauties of nature and our global community. 

For post-high school students ARCC operates Gap Programs in Africa, Asia and Latin America. 

These offer an educational and cultural bridge between high school and college combining a rich academic curriculum with the experiential benefits of international travel. 

ARCC projects include : 

The Thailand Elephant Service 

In Thailand students work alongside the mahout, a traditional elephant caretaker, bathing, feeding and riding elephants deep into the jungle while embarking on a journey to protect and care for these animals in their native land. 

Students volunteer in a hill-tribe village, learn how to cook Thai food, spend the night among monks at a Buddhist monastery, explore the temple wonderland of Chiang Mai, scuba dive multi-colored coral reefs, whitewater raft the Pai gorges, teach English and make friendships with children in a local primary school.

The Costa Rica Service Ultimate 

Student travelers embrace Costa Rican culture by working with school children and rural farmers on community service projects. 

On route they whitewater raft through the jungle on the Pacuare River, surf an unspoiled coastline, patrol turtle nesting beaches,  help a community build a shelter, do daily chores with a family and help educate village youth. 

The Costa Rica Service Classic 

Students teach English in a local school, whitewater raft through the jungle on the Pacuare River, engage in conservation and ecological preservation, come together with a rural community to build a shelter, plant a vegetable garden, explore lush rainforests, untouched beaches, and a rainbow of exotic wildlife, and surf the friendly waves of the Pacific Coast.

The Hawaii Service 

Stutravel engage with communities in helping preserve natural and cultural environments while sharing a laugh with local children at a boys and girls club, surfing, swimming and hiking the Na Pali coast.

Visit : www.adventurescrosscountry.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com. 
Michigan, USA

The US state of Michigan offers visitors the world’s longest fresh water coastline, 100 wineries, 11,000 lakes and 1,300 miles of bike trails.

Harbor Springs which is located along the deepest harbour in the Great Lakes region is a 100 year old waterfront community and the start of the Michigan Highway 119 scenic drive.

Visitors can also explore one of the state’s wine trails or tours including the Leelanau Peninsula Wine Trail, Lake Michigan Wine Trail near New Buffalo or the Wineries of Traverse City’s Old Mission Peninsula.

There are over 800 pubic golf courses in Michigan including Sweetgrass in the Upper Peninsula, the par-three course at Treetops Resort in the Northern Lower Peninsula, and the Thousand Oaks Gold Club at Grand Rapids.

Visit : www.michigan.org. Contact Laura Mason-Byers at laura@cellet.co.uk.

Emilia-Romagna, Italy

Emilia-Romagna is a region of Northern Italy, comprising the historical regions of Emilia and Romagna, with its capital Bologna.

Enzo Ferrari Museum 

A new contemporary gallery dedicated to Ferrari’s founder has opened in Modena and showcases some of the company's finest vintage works. 

In addition to the cars visitors are taken through 100 years of Ferrari history.

Visit : www.museocasaenzoferrari.it/en.

The Gelato Museum Carpigiani

The Gelato Museum Carpigiani in the company's headquarters just outside of Bologna, charts the rise of what the English term ice cream, and the Italians call gelato.

Visit : www.gelatomuseum.com.

Rimini 

Rimini, the premier seaside resort on the Adriatic Riviera, has anhistorical and cultural centre.

The ‘Biennale del disegno’ until June 2014 sees 20 exhibitions set up in some of Rimini’s most prestigious public places.

Visit : www.riminiturismo.it and www.biennaledisegnorimini.it.

Mille Miglia 2014

15-18 May

The Mille Miglia sees more than 400 historical automobiles celebrating the endurance road race on the secondary roads of Italy.

It runs from Brescia to Rome and return, passing through Bologna, Modena and Reggio Emilia.

Only vehicles that could have run in the original 24 races are eligible to enter, and only the most distinguished of those classic cars are chosen.

Visit :  www.1000miglia.eu/2014-Edition.

Antiques in Ravenna, Rimini and Ferrara

Spring is the best time to wander the streets of Emilia Romagna and visit some of the many eclectic antiques markets, before they close up for the hotter months of July and August.

Mercato dell’Antiquariato in Lugo, Ravenna takes place in the  Pavaglione, a former 19th century covered market that was built to house the thriving silk worm market. 

Today, the building hosts a highly regarded antiques market with over 75 sellers offering their wares, from furniture and fabrics to ornate glassware and collectables.

Visit : www.romagnadeste.it
Rimini Antiqua

Rimini Antiqua transforms the historic city centre into a bustling marketplace, with antiques, tapestry and a vintage exchange market. 

Visit : www.riminiturismo.it
Mercatino D'altri Tempi

Mercatino D'altri Tempi is located at the  Piazza Savonarola and Piazza Castello in the historical centre of Ferrara, a UNESCO City of Art. 

Visit : www.ferraraterraeacqua.it.

Visit : www.emiliaromagnaturismo.it/en and www.artcityemiliaromagna.com. Contact : Sam Hooper at Samantha.hooper@fourbgb.com. 
The World Outgames

Miami Beach will stage the 2017 World Outgames, which is sponsored by the Gay and Lesbian International Sport Association (GLISA) and takes place over 10 days every four years in a different global city.  
World Outgames are open to all who wish to participate, without regard to sexual orientation, and all competitions are arranged according to the skill level of the athletes.  
Visit : www.glisa.org. Contact : Daniel Vaudrin at  daniel@vaudrin.ca and Suzie Sponder at Suzie@gmcvb.com.   

Micro-breweries in Colorado, USA

Colorado is home to more micro-breweries - or craft breweries - per capita than any other US  state.  

Thousands of different beers are produced in 230 small artisan brew houses and sold only in the state.

Brews carry names such as Fat Tire and Blue Moon to Big Bad Baptist and Modus Hoperandi.

The states success in craft beer lies within its topography - water is an essential ingredient in beer and the natural waters that make their way down the Colorado Rockies make for a good brew.

Visitors to the Rocky Mountain State can combine a holiday with an organised brewery tour.

The 18th Annual Colorado Brewers Rendezvous, organised by the Colorado Brewers’ Guild is held in Salida, Colorado on the second Saturday in July where 75 Colorado craft brewers showcase world-class beers.

The Great American Beer Festival is held in Denver each autumn and has 2000 different brews from brewers from across the US.

Visit : www.colorado.com/english. Contact : Melissa at melissa@cellet.co.uk. 
Wilderness Safaris’ Pafuri Walking Trails, South Africa

Wilderness Safaris’ Pafuri Walking Trails are open for the 2014 season, offering excursions in the private Makuleke Concession in the northern Kruger National Park.

Held from April to October each year, the three-night, four-day trails take place in Kruger’s remote northern area.

Led by skilled guides and trackers, the trails follow paths made by Pafuri’s animal inhabitants. 

Habitats include the Limpopo and Luvuvhu rivers, floodplains, seasonal pans, baobab-dotted kopjes, woodland and ethereal riverine forest. 

The Pafuri region is known for its seasonal large herds of elephant, buffalo, while hippo, and crocodile are abundant on the Luvuvhu River. 

The area has the highest density of nyala in Kruger and species such as eland, Sharpe's grysbok and yellow-spotted rock dassie are present.

Impala, kudu, baboon, waterbuck, warthog and perhaps grey duiker or bushbuck can also be seen, as well as elusive lion and leopard.

The area is a lure for  birdwatchers with speces including the Böhm’s spinetail, mottled spinetail, racket-tailed roller and grey-headed parrot. 

A Pel’s Fishing-Owl Census is also undertaken around June each year.

Wilderness Safaris operates camps and safaris in wildlife and wilderness reserves in Botswana, Congo, Kenya, Malawi, Namibia, Seychelles, South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Visit : www.wilderness-safaris.com. Contact : Charlotte Rous at Charlotte@grifcopr.com. 

Summer in New England, USA

While New England is known for its fall foliage, the State in summer offers over 6,000 miles of coastline with sandy beaches, scenic mountains, forests and lakes and warm weather.

Some of New England’s summer activities include :

 

Whale Watching and Authentic Lobster Boat Fishing in Maine

The state of Maine is larger than all of the other New England states combined with 3,500 miles of coastline and a string of fishing harbors. Visitors can go whale watching 20 miles off the coast of Maine, where species of whales include Humpback, Minke, Pilot whales and occasionally Sperm and Orca.

 ‘Bike and Boat Tour’ of the Thimble Islands, Connecticut

The popular “Connecticut Shoreline Bike/Boat Tour” starts on the historic green in the town of Guilford, about 25 minutes east of New Haven (home to Yale University). 

The 20 mile bike ride passes tidal marshes and sea estuaries and finishes at Stony Creek, a former world famous quarrying centre whose pink granite blocks were used as the base for the Statue of Liberty.

 

Island Cruises Onboard the Oldest Operating Mail Boat in the US – Lake Winnipesaukee, New Hampshire The US Mail boat, Sophie C., which is the oldest floating post office in the USA, offers visitors an opportunity to join island cruises that deliver mail to five of the islands around Lake Winnipesaukee.

 

Bike and Hike around Rhode Island

The southern coast of Rhode Island, the smallest U.S. state, has 100 miles of beaches.  Visitors to South County can hike and bike and enjoy salt water fishing, camping, canoeing, kayaking, sailing, surfing, skiing, horseback riding and birding.

Walking Boston, Massachusetts

Boston is a walking city, with many incredible museums such as the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, the newly expanded Boston Tea Party Ships and Museum and the Old State House. 

The 2.5 mile Freedom Trail includes 16 national historic sites followed by a 40 minute journey aboard Codzilla – a twin-turbo charged, 2,800 horse power speedboat. 

Discover New England represents the six American states of Connecticut, New Hampshire, Maine, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Vermont.

Visit www.discovernewengland.co.uk. Contact: Jo Thomas at jo.thomas@kbc-pr.com. 

Callaway Gardens, Georgia

Callaway Gardens located on 6,500 acres in Pine Mountain, Georgia includes a resort, preserve and residential community.

Highlights include a butterfly conservatory, horticultural center, discovery center, chapel, inland beach, nature trails, a zip line/obstacle course and special events throughout the year.

This conserved, sustainably-managed land is used for biological studies and environmental education programs.

Visit : www.callawaygardens.com.  Contact : Rachel Crumbley at rcrumbley@callawaygardens.com. 

	A place to stay 


ME hotels in Mallorca and Ibiza

ME Mallorca

The new ME Mallorca, which opens in May 2014, is located on the outskirts of Calvià along the beach front among pines and Mediterranean palms. 
It is 8 km from Puerto Portals and 9 km from Port Adriano. 
The resort has 246 rooms and 78 ME+ suites and there is the SkinC spa, evening dining centred around the garden and pool area with the combination of Mediterranean views and international cuisine. 
ME Ibiza 

The new ME Ibiza, which opens in June 2014, is located on a bay in Santa Eulalia the north of the Spanish island
The property has 200 guest rooms, two pools with concierge service and Bali beds, an on-site fitness centre and roof top Skinc spa.

The sea view roof terrace cocktail bar and restaurant will serve international cuisine complimented by DJ’s playing Ibizan classics. 

ME by Meliá

ME by Meliá is a contemporary brand from Meliá Hotels International with ME Hotels in London, Madrid, Cancun and Cabo.

Meliá Hotels International: 

About Meliá Hotels International is one of the world’s largest resort hotel chains with more than 350 hotels in 39 countries on 4 continents under its brands: 
	· Gran Meliá Hotels & Resorts

· Meliá Hotels & Resorts
· ME by Meliá

· Paradisus Resorts
	· INNSIDE by Meliá

· Sol Hotels
· TRYP by Wyndham, and 

· Club Meliá.


Visit : www.me-by-melia.com and  www.melia.com. Contact : Sophie Kelk at Sophie.kelk@luchfordapm.com.

The Waldorf Astoria Amsterdam

The Waldorf Astoria Amsterdam opens on 1 May 2014 in the  UNESCO area of Herengracht

The hotel is comprised of six historic town houses dating back to the 17th and 18th century.

First constructed in the 1600’s, the buildings have been home to wealthy and influential residents and offer Rococo interiors, some of which are attributed to acclaimed artist Jacob Maurer (the Italian room). 

The exterior of the six canal side patrician houses has been completely restored.

Visit : www.waldorfastoria.com/amsterdam. Contact : Lallie Fraser at lallie@grifcopr.com. 
Anantara Emei Resort & Spa, China

Anantara Hotels, Resorts & Spas’ has opened the Anantara Emei Resort & Spa, its third resort in China and the only luxury international hotel in this corner of southwest China. 

The new 150-room resort is located at the foot of majestic Emei Mountain in Sichuan Province.

Mount Emei is the highest of China’s Four Sacred Buddhist Mountains and a UNESCO World Heritage Site of sanctuaries, ancient trees, waterfalls, streams and springs. 

Visitors to the area can either hike or take the cable car up to the summit of Mount Emei. 

They can also see the world’s highest golden Buddha statue, whose 48 metre height represents the 48 wishes of Amitable Buddha. 

The area is also home to hot springs and those visiting in the autumn can enjoy the spectacle of red leaves from a series of excellent vantage points.

Exiu Lake is two kilometres away and provides a picturesque escape for walking, jogging and fishing. 

One and a half hours drive from the resort, China’s giant pandas can be found living in their natural habitat in the Chengdu Plain.

Anantara Emei Resort & Spa joins Anantara Xishuangbanna Resort & Spa which opened in Yunnan Province in January 2013 and Anantara Sanya Resort & Spa on Hainan Island which opened in November 2012. 

Additional Anantara resorts are currently under development in Guiyang in Guizhou Province; Quindao Lake in Zhejiang Province; Baoting on Hainan Island; Dong Guan in Guangdong Province and Shanghai.

Visit : www.anantara.com. Contact : Hannah Summers at Hannah@grifcopr.com.

Minor Hotel Group

The Minor Hotel Group, operator of 100 hotels, resorts and serviced suites in 14 countries across Asia Pacific, the Middle East, Africa and the Indian Ocean, has added three properties in Mozambique to its portfolio.

The three properties are located on the northern coastline of Mozambique, operating as part of the Rani Resorts portfolio. 

On the mainland, the 185-key Pemba Beach Hotel & Spa will be rebranded to AVANI Pemba Beach Hotel & Spa. 

Located in the Quirimbas Archipelago, the boutique island properties – Medjumbe Private Island with 13 chalets and Matemo Island, currently with 24 villas – will both be rebranded to Anantara. 

Matemo Island is currently closed for an extensive renovation and the addition of more keys. 

Visit : www.minorinternational.com. Contact : Hannah Summers at Hannah@grifcopr.com.

St Mawes Retreats, Cornwall, UK

St Mawes Retreats is a boutique collection of private holiday houses sleeping four to 12 along the Cornwall's Roseland peninsula. 

Visit : www.stmawesretreats.co.uk. Contact : Charlotte Rous at Charlotte@grifcopr.com.

Mountain Lodge, the Dolomites, Italy

Mountain Lodge, Adler Resorts’ fourth hotel, opens at a height of 1800m in the heart of the Dolomites UNESCO World Heritage area in July.

The first hotel, the then Hotel Mezdi, was built in 1938 three years after one of the Dolomites’ first cable cars began carrying visitors from the mountain resort of Ortisei up to Alpe di Siusi.  

The Sanoner family pulled down the Hotel Mezdi, which had fallen into a state of disrepair, and have replaced it with a central wooden lodge and an arc of 12 small chalets, modelled on old Tyrolean mountain huts.

These are located just below Col da Mezdi (Midday Peak) and in the middle of the piste, within walking distance of the lift station.

Guests stay on a full-board basis, including soft drinks and a selection of Italian fine wines and liquors, as well as access to the spa and wellness facilities, together with a full programme of activities including guided skiing, hiking and mountain biking, plus yoga at sunset. 

Visit : www.adler-lodge.com. Contact: Martha Morano at Martha@moranopr.com.

The Gleneagles Hotel, Perthshire, Scotland

The Gleneagles Hotel first opened to high society in 1924, when it was described as ‘A Riviera in the Highlands’ and remains a five star hotel experience. 

Set within 850 acres of Perthshire countryside, the hotel is home to three championship golf courses, an award-winning spa and fine dining including Andrew Fairlie - Scotland's only two Michelin star restaurant.

As part of our 90th birthday celebrations the Gleneagles has created a whisky experience where guests can discover the art of whisky blending. 

Opening in 1924, Gleneagles soon became a fixed part of high society's calendar. Following the London "season" it was yachting at Cowes, polo at Deauville and golf and grouse shooting at Gleneagles. 

Gleneagles will host the 40th Ryder Cup on The PGA Centenary Courson between 26 and 28 September 2014. 

Visit : www.gleneagles.com. Contact : Fiona Oshomuvwe at Fiona@nevillemccarthy.com.

Places to stay in Cornwall, UK

Pentillie Castle 

The castle, which has won awards for its quality B&B offer, was built in 1698 and has grounds designed by the famous landscape designer Humphry Repton. 

It overlooks the River Tamar, and Dartmoor, and has gardens with rhododendron-studded lawns as well as the restored Mausoleum, where last year the body of Sir James Tillie was discovered in a hidden vault.

Visit : www.pentillie.co.uk
The Vean

The Vean is a  restored Georgian country house in the grounds of the Caerhays Castle Estate. Caerhays is known for its Spring gardens and home to a National Magnolia Collection. 

Visit : www.thevean.co.uk. 

Contact : Simon at simonwhittam@weareonshore.com. 

Hoteles Charleston, Columbia

The three hotels in the Hoteles Charleston portfolio are members of the Leading Hotels of the World.

Santa Teresa, Cartagena

Santa Teresa, built in the 17th Century, the Santa Teresa was originally intended as a Carmelite convent located at the heart of Cartagena’s walled Old Town. 

Retaining many of the original 400 year old features, the 89 rooms and suites which offer views of the Caribbean coastline.

The Pershing 62 yacht – The Charleston – has a crew of three and is available for daily outings or private parties. 

Casa Medina, Bogotá

Casa Medina in the Colombian capital, Bogotá, is one of the city’s most iconic buildings and is located in the commercial and financial district.

Built in 1945 as a private home, the architectural influences are European, with flagstone floors, clay tiles, stone columns and hand-carved wooden doors. 

Hotel Charleston, Bogotá

The Hotel Charleston is located  Zona Rosa an area known for its bars and restaurants and luxury shopping. Recently renovated, the hotel has minimalist design in its 64 contemporary rooms and suites.

Visit : www.hotelescharleston.com. Contact : Francesca at Francesca@francescatarrant.com. 

Travelodge Southport, UK 

Travelodge has opened its first hotel in the popular North West seaside resort, Southport. 

The 101 room hotel is located in a grade ll listed building.      

Southport, a popular UK seaside resorts is located 17 miles north of Liverpool and offers beaches, unspoilt coast line and golf.

Travelodge
The first budget hotel brand to launch in the UK in 1985, Travelodge now operates over 500 hotels and 38,000 rooms across the UK, Ireland and Spain. 

Visit : www.travelodge.co.uk. Contact : Sophia Mead at sophia.mead@travelodge.co.uk. 

Sandy Beach Non Nuoc Resort Da Nang Vietnam

The Sandy Beach Non Nuoc Resort Da Nang Vietnam is located on the beach within 42 acres of gardens.

The resort is close to the heritage sites of Hoi An and Hue, the scenic beauties of Marble Mountain are within easy reach.

There are two championship golf courses nearby and the beach itself offers and range of watersports including surfing, body boarding, windsurfing, jet skiing and kayaking. 

Da Nang Airport is just 20 minutes away.

Visit : www.centarahotelsresorts.com/cdv. Contact : Sharan Berry at sharanb@avenuesales.co.uk.
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com
Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or 

Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
	Hudson’s Historic Houses and Gardens 

www.hudsonsheritage.com. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com. Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com.
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com
	The Official (UK) Tourist Board Guides 
www.visitor-guides.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  press@roughguides.com  

The Signpost 

www.signpost.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com. Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.com. Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
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Providing key informaion on a 
no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.
Ashley Gibbins 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
www.itwalliance.com
	The Alliance bulletin : issue 161: May 2014                             www.itwalliance.com


	Contents

Job shop 

Enabling the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.

Working with the Alliance 

Travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance.
News 
News items of interest to travel journalists.
Leads 

Story ideas and angles from travel partners and their agencies.


	What’s on 

Annual or special events, celebrations and commemorations.

Reasons to write about 

More detailed information on potential features
A place to stay 
New, unusual, interesting or convenient accommodation worldwide.

Travel guides 

Travel guide publishers offering review copies to Alliance members.
Appendix one 

A focus on IWM (Imperial War Museums) UK


Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel writers, broadcasters and photographers

· Editor : 
commissioning editors

· Partner : 
travel and tourism industry organisations, or 

· Agency : 
agency representatives with travel or tourism clients
The Alliance press card 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with formal recognition of their status and standing in the profession and a range of opportunities from Alliance travel partners.

For more information contact Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com.
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	Job shop


The International Travel Writers Alliance Job Shop enables the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.
The Alliance’s travel journalists can also :

· set up Job Alerts so as to be notified if a job is posted that matches the journalists skills or interests 

· create an anonymous job seeker profile or upload a CV for potential employers to search through, and 
· access job searching tools and tips 
Although in its infancy, we hope the Job Shop will become a valuable addition to the range of services offered by the International Travel Writers Alliance.

Publications Editor

Washington, Dist. Columbia

ACDI/VOCA

http://itwa-jobs.jobtarget.com/jobseeker/job/17646482/ 
Editor

San Francisco, California

Giant Creative Strategy

http://itwa-jobs.jobtarget.com/jobseeker/job/16478292/ 
Recruiting editor to polish English in peer-reviewed journal papers

Any place, Any state

Beijing Borun Innovation Technology Co., LTD

http://itwa-jobs.jobtarget.com/jobseeker/job/17634342/ 
The site also features UK and international job opportunities.

Visit : www.jobtarget.com/home/home.cfm?site_id=14773
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
The Latin American Travel Association

The Latin American Travel Association (LATA) is a travel trade organisation that promotes travel to the many diverse and exotic destinations of Latin America. 

LATA brings together over 200 companies, including tourist boards, tour operators, hotels, wholesalers, media, and airlines and also promotes charitable work in the region through its sister organisation the LATA Foundation.

Visit : www.lata.org and www.latafoundation.org. Contact : Steele Paulich at Steele.Paulich@brightergroup.com. 


The Medical Travel Quality Alliance

The Medical Travel Quality Alliance (MTQUA) is an independent international organization founded in 2009 to promote the special safety and quality concerns in the treatment and care of medical tourists and global best practices in care management for medical tourists. 

It publishes an annual list of the World’s Best Hospitals For Medical Tourists and operates a Patient Registry for international traveling patients.


Visit : www.mtqua.org. Contact : Julie Munro at julie@intermedglobal.com. 


The Frankfurt Tourist+Congress Board

The Frankfurt Tourist+Congress Board is responsible for :

· hotel reservation 

· sightseeing tours, guides 

· the Frankfurt Card 

· assistance for planning Frankfurt programmes, and

· assistance for the organisation of congresses and incentives

Destination Frankfurt has been produced by the International Travel Writers Alliance with the support of the Frankfurt Tourist+Congress Board. 

It provides a media resource for Alliance members and other professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.
To download Destination Frankfurt visit : www.itwalliance.com : publications : destination dossiers.
See also : A reason to write about (below).

Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Mareike Voehl at voehl@infofrankfurt.de
	News


Alan Coxon : the GREAT Britain campaign

Alliance journalist Alan Coxon has been invited to assist in the UK Government’s international GREAT Britain campaign.

Alan, who is an award-winning chef, culinary innovator, TV presenter, author, international judge and food archaeologist, will be representing and promoting the British food, beverage and tourism industries as part of the campaign.

He will work closely with Visit Britain, the national tourism agency and UK Trade and Investment.

Alan will be helping to promote British food and drink around the world, with the aim of increasing awareness and generating export opportunities.  He will also help to promote the culinary heritage within British Tourism

Alan will use contacts made over a 30 year career in the industry, having worked in leading hotels and Michelin starred restaurants across Europe, cooking for royalty, heads of state and stars of stage, screen and music.

The objective of the GREAT Britain campaign, which is to generate jobs and growth for the UK economy, generated £500m for the UK economy in its  first year, and an estimated £600–£800m in 2013/14.  

Visit : www.gov.uk/britainisgreat and www.visitbritain.org and www.alancoxon.com. Contact : Alan Coxon at info@alancoxon.com.

Hard Rock Hotel Riviera Maya, Mexico

The Hard Rock Hotel Riviera Maya, which opens on 4 May 2014, is the fourth in the portfolio of All Inclusive Collection of Hard Rock Hotels

Located just off the waters of the Caribbean Sea, Hard Rock Hotel Riviera Maya offers adults-only and family friendly resort experiences. 

There are outdoor pools and private beach, nine restaurants and eight bars and lounges.

Visit : www.hrhrivieramaya.com. 
About the All Inclusive Collection

The All Inclusive Collection comprises luxury resort properties throughout Mexico and the Caribbean, including :

· Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Punta Cana in the Dominican Republic, and 

· the Hard Rock Hotel Cancun, Hard Rock Hotel Vallarta and Hard Rock Hotel Riviera Maya, Mexico

About Hard Rock International

Hard Rock International has 180 venues in 56 countries, including 140 cafes, 19 hotels and 9 casinos.

Beginning with an Eric Clapton guitar, Hard Rock now owns the world's largest collection of music memorabilia, which is displayed at its locations around the globe. 

Visit : www.hardrock.com.

Contact : Janie Petty at jpetty@zimmerman.com. 

France en Velo

'France en Velo' is a photo guide highlighting new cycle-touring route across France from the Channel to the Mediterranean, taking in the greatest sites and attractions along the way. 

Presented as 35 weekend sections it can be enjoyed as a weekend getaway, or as an epic odyssey - a combination of adventure and travel.

Review copies are available to Alliance members.

Visit : www.wildthingspublishing.com/franceenvelo. Contact : Sarah Jones at sarah@wildthingspublishing.com. 

The Washington Monument

The Washington Monument, one of DC’s flagship landmarks, reopens to the public on 12 May 2014 after damages sustained during the 2011 earthquake caused it to close for three years.

A total of $15 million has been spent on repairing the damage made by the 5.8 magnitude earthquake.

Over 600,000 visitors annually enter the structure that honours George Washington, revolutionary war hero and the first President of the United States of America.

The monument, built in two stages before and after the American Civil War, is shaped in an Egyptian obelisk to evoke the timelessness of ancient civilisations. 

Visit : www.nps.gov/wamo and www.CapitalRegionUSA.com. Contact : Jo Thomas at jo.thomas@kbc-pr.com.

Barnum, Newcastle

Cameron Mackintosh and Michael Harrison will bring their production of the musical Barnum to Newcastle Theatre Royal from 17 to 28 February 2015.

The production  opened at Chichester Festival Theatre’s Theatre in the Park in July 2013 and became one of the most successful musicals in the 51 year history of the Festival Theatre.

The musical follows the irrepressible imagination and dreams of Phineas T Barnum, 'America’s Greatest Showman' who teamed up with  J A Bailey to create Barnum and Bailey’s Circus – the Greatest Show on Earth.

Visit : www.theatreroyal.co.uk. Contact : Natalie Joyce at natalie.joyce@theatreroyal.co.uk. 

Shangri-La Hotel, At The Shard, London

Shangri-La Hotel, At The Shard on the South Bank of the River Thames will open, in May 2014, in the 306-metre-high, glass-clad Shard.

The hotel will be the Hong Kong-based luxury hotel group’s third in Europe, following debuts in Paris in 2010 and Istanbul in 2013.

As the tallest hotel in Western Europe and the first high-rise hotel in London, the Shangri-La occupies levels 34 to 52 of the 72-storey Shard. 

Visit : www.shangri-la.com. Contact : Virginia Webb at Virginia.webb@massey.co.uk. 
The World’s Great Wonders

The World’s Great Wonders is a new title from Lonely Planet which brings together the 50 most amazing man-made structures and natural creations from across the globe.
 
The guide reveals the secrets behind the origins of each ‘wonder’, from the formation of the fairy chimneys of Cappadocia to the painstaking creation of the Terracotta Army. 

Each site is detailed over 4-6 pages with facts, photography and detailed illustrations which give the reader an insight into its formation.

Review copies, extracts and images are available.

Visit : www.lonelyplanet.co.uk. Contact Heather Carswell at Heather.carswell@lonelyplanet.co.uk. 
Dorsett Shepherd’s Bush, London 
Dorsett Shepherds Bush will open in Spring 2014 within a Grade II listed building.

Originally known as The Shepherds Bush Pavilion and a cinema built in 1923, Dorsett Shepherds Bush retains the buildings historic façade.

Under the glass roof, the 7 storey hotel will offer 317 Chinese inspired bedrooms. 

Visit : www.dorsetthotels.com. Contact Charlie Fox at charlie@grifcopr.com.

New releases from Lonely Planet

	Guides:

Amsterdam (9th edition) 
Bhutan (5th edition) 
Greece (11th edition) 
Greek Islands (8th edition) 
New England (7th edition) 
Portugal (9th edition)
Southern Italy (2nd edition) 
USA (8th edition) 
	Pocket series:

Pocket London (4th edition) 
Pocket San Francisco (4th edition) 

Best trips series:

USA's Best Trips (2nd edition)
	Phrasebook & dictionaries:

Lao (4th edition) 
Malay (4th edition) 
Mongolian (3rd edition) 



 
Review copies, extracts and images are available to Alliance members.

Visit : www.lonelyplanet.co.uk. Contact Heather Carswell at Heather.carswell@lonelyplanet.co.uk. 

HighLives launches flights over Bolivian salt flats

HighLives Holidays has introduced private flights over Bolivia's remote salt flats region to give aerial views one of the world's most spectacular natural wonders.

Taking off from the tropical city of Santa Cruz, this remote and rugged landscape is normally only accessible on a three to five day journey by jeep. 

Visit : www.highlives.co.uk. Contact : Steele Paulich at Steele.Paulich@brightergroup.com.

Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines

UK based Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines will commence its first-ever cruise season on its 929-guest ship, Braemar, from Harwich International Port, Essex on 13 May 2014.

The inaugural cruise will be a seven-night ‘Norwegian Celebration’ cruise to the Norwegian fjords, calling at Norway’s second city, Bergen.

Fred. Olsen will also be offering two other sailings from Harwich in 2014 – a 12-night ‘France, Spain & Portugal’ cruise on 20 May 2014, and a seven-night ‘D-Day Anniversary Cruise’ on 1 June 2014.

Fred. Olsen has also announced five departures from Harwich in Spring 2015. 

Fred. Olsen was voted ‘Best Affordable Cruise Line’ and runner-up ‘Best Cruise Line’ in the ‘Cruise International Awards 2013’, and ‘Best Value for Money’ in the Cruise Critic ‘Editors’ Picks UK Awards 2013’. 

Visit : www.fredolsencruises.com and www.harwich.co.uk. Contact : Rachael Jackson at rachael.jackson@fredolsen.co.uk.

O.A.R.S. river rafting forecast, 

O.A.R.S, the whitewater rafting specialist with river trips throughout the western US has determined which river systems will feature the best boatable flows, including early-season big water runs, for the 2014 season.

O.A.R.S.’ 2014 whitewater rafting forecast predicts a lengthy season, with early season high-water trips, on the Salmon and Snake Rivers in Idaho, the Yampa River and Green River through the Gates of Lodore in Dinosaur National Monument and on the Colorado River through Cataract Canyon in Canyonlands National Park.

Visit: www.oars.com. Contact : Steve Markle at stevem@oars.com. 
	Leads


The Harz Mountains, Germany
The Harz Mountains, located  in the heart of Germany, are an area of  small towns with half timbered framed buildings, old castles set against a mountainous backdrop, historic mines which brought wealth and prosperity to the region and vintage steam trains running through valleys and over the  mountains.

The Harz National Park, a nature reserve spread out around the Brocken Mountain, is an area of mountains, deep valleys with rich forests, mysterious caves and clear mountain lakes and waterfalls. 

Among the historical sites, three places in the Harz region have been granted UNESCO World Heritage status.

There are the mines of Rammelsberg, Goslar and the Upper Harz Water Management System; the birthplace of Martin Luther in the city of Eisleben and the medieval Old Town of Quedlinburg, where Henry l became the first king of the Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation.

Visit : www.harzinfo.de. Contact : Andreas Lehmberg at a.lehmberg@harzinfo.de.

Puerto Vallarta and Riviera Nayarit, Mexican West Coast

Puerto Vallarta

The city of Puerto Vallarta, located in the state of Jalisco, well known for the preservation of its authentic Mexican traditions.

The Pacific Coast port features 40 miles of coastline and a diverse topography, including tropical jungles, river beds, steep mountain sides and arid flatlands. 

Puerto Vallarta encompasses all of Banderas Bay on the Pacific coast of Mexico.

Visit: www.visitpuertovallarta.com.

Riviera Nayarit

Riviera Nayarity stretches along 192 miles of Pacific coast framed by the Sierra Madrid Mountains.

The region includes the resorts of Nuevo Vallarta, the historic colonial town of San Blas, Punta Mita, picturesque fishing villages, beaches and Banderas Bay. 

Riviera Nayarit offers activities, such as: PGA golf courses, luxury spas, whale watching, turtle release, zip lining, surfing, bird watching and the local artwork from the traditional Huichol tribe. 

Visit : www.RivieraNayarit.com. 

Contact : Alex at alex@mediacofss.com.  

Shark Tooth Festival, Venice, Florida

Venice, in Sarasota County on the gulf coast of Florida, stages the Shark Tooth Festival every April.

Visitors can see and collect from the millions of fossilized shark’s teeth washed up on the sandy beach and enjoy live music, entertainment and street food.

Visit : www.sharkstoothfest.com. Contact : Antonia at antonia@goshpr.co.uk. 

Carnival in Uruguay 

Uruguayan Carnival takes place every year in Uruguay from mid January to late February and involves a series of cultural events such as dance parades in the streets, street stages called "tablados" and an artistic contest at "Teatro de Verano" in Montevideo. 

Visit : www.visit-uruguay.com/en. Contact : Ines Gamarra at ines@brandinglatinamerica.com.

The Stratford Butterfly Farm, Warwickshire UK

Ten new Mousebirds with spiky funky hair are the latest addition to the Stratford Butterfly Farm. 

Officially known as Colius striatus, the speckled mousebird is the largest species of mousebird as well as one of the most common, which can grow up to 35cm with their tail comprising approximately half the length.

Mousebirds are so called because of their habits of foraging the forest floor in search of fruit and berries fallen from the trees. 

With their mousey brown colouring it is easy to confuse them with mice. 

They can hang upside down in precarious positions thanks to their dexterous feet. The birds are extremely social and like to live in small groups. When threatened there are extremely noisy!
 
The birds originate from all over the tropical regions of Africa as well as into savanna and open woodlands. 

Visit : www.butterflyfarm.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at Tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk. 

Hornblower Niagara Cruises, Canada

Hornblower Niagara Cruises, will be the official operator of boat tours to the waterfalls of Niagara Falls beginning in spring 2014.

The new Niagara Falls cruise attraction will operate from early morning through to the evening.  

Visitors will have a variety of options to experience the night illumination of the Falls, to watching the fireworks over the falls from the boats. 
 
Each of the 700-passenger Niagara Cruise boats board guests from the base of the Niagara Falls Gorge and carries then on a tour of the Horseshoe – Canadian Falls, American and Bridal Veil Falls.

Hornblower’s Sunset Cocktail Cruise is an extended 30-minute evening tour, complete with on-board licensed bar and light snacks.  

Visit : www.WEGOniagarafalls.com. Contact : Wendy Canavan at wcanavan@niagarafalls.ca. 

Places and Flavors

Places and Flavors is a travel company specialising in culinary experiences in Greece.

The company offers two culinary travel packages for the adventurous traveller who wishes to experience the taste of Greece :


· a 7-day culinary adventure in Pelion coupled with a sailing experience on a yacht in Sporades (the islands of Mamma Mia), and

· a 7-day culinary experience on the island of Santorini and Chania, Crete.

Visit :  www.placesandflavors.com. Contact Thei Zervaki at tzervaki@gmail.com.
The Urubamba Valley, Peru

The Sacred Valley of the Incas or the Urubamba Valley is a valley in the Andes of Peru, close to the Inca capital of Cusco and the ancient city of Machu Picchu.
 
Dragoman has launched its Inca Trail trek, a week-long hike through the Urubamba Valley.

Visit : www.dragoman.com. Contact : Steele Paulich at Steele.Paulich@brightergroup.com. 

The Stellenbosch Wine Experience

South Africa’s Stellenbosch Wine Routes, have launched the Stellenbosch Wine Experience to position the region as the leading wine tourism destination in Africa.
 
The Stellenbosch Wine Routes has 152 wineries as members, offering a range of attractions and leisure initiatives.

Visit : www.wineroute.co.za. Contact : Mariette du Toit-Helmbold at experience@wineroute.co.za.


Tren Crucero, Ecuador 
 
Tren Crucero is a four-day, three-night heritage train journey that connects Guayaquil on Ecuador’s Pacific seaboard with the World Heritage City of Quito high in the Andes. 

All meals are taken off the train in unusual venues and overnight stays are in delightful hacienda-style hotels. 

It is a ‘slow train’, travelling at a pace that enables passengers to enjoy the  spectacular scenery and to engage with Ecuador’s welcoming indigenous communities.  

Visit : www.ecuadorbytrain.com/trainecuador/crucero. Contact : Steele Paulich at Steele.Paulich@brightergroup.com. 
 
Exbury Gardens, the New Forest, UK 

Twelve artists whose work profiles the natural world are staging a show at Exbury Gardens in the New Forest.

 

The Four Seasons Artists group, headed by painter and writer Marianna Kneller, a Founder member of the Society of Botanical Artists (SBA), will show paintings, drawings, prints and cards in Exbury’s Five Arrows Gallery  until Sunday 8th June.

Visit : www.exbury.co.uk. Contact : Vicky Scott at Vicky.scott@exbury.co.uk
South Africa’s Blue Train

The Blue Train is an all-inclusive luxury rail journey enabling travelers to experience some of Southern Africa’s landscapes and landmarks. 
De Luxe suites offer a choice between twin beds (with shower) or double beds (with bath) whilst Luxury suites are more spacious and offer twin or double beds with bath facilities. 
Guests enjoy fine cuisine and a personal butler.

Visit : www.bluetrain.co.za. Contact : Claire Roadley at claire@ethosmarketing.co.uk.

Cats on the world’s largest cruise ship
Royal Caribbean International’s Oasis of the Seas, the world’s largest cruise ship, will be staging the musical CATS on board from late 2014.

Launched in December 2009, Oasis of the Seas has 16 decks and a double-occupancy capacity of 5,400 guests. 
Its Central Park themed area has 12,000 live trees and plants.
The Royal Caribbean International fleet has 21 ships, calling on more than 270 destinations in 72 countries across six continents. 
Visit : www.rccl.com. Contact : Lydia Rodrigues at lydiarodrigues@rccl.com.

	What’s on in 2014


The 21st Annual Cape Cod Maritime Days festival, Massachusetts 

May 2014

The annual Cape Cod Maritime Days festival takes place throughout May along New England’s Cape Cod peninsula.

It includes guided kayak excursions, lighthouse and walking tours, and nautical art exhibits all geared to the celebration of the seafaring history of ‘The Cape’.

It is among the most popular annual events in the New England state of Massachusetts.  

Stretching some 60 miles into the Atlantic Ocean, the Cape Cod peninsula is studded with some of America’s oldest towns and villages, while the 50-mile long Cape Cod National Seashore includes Eastham’s Coast Guard Beach, rated one of the best in the USA.

The Annual Figawi Race Weekend

24 to 26 May 2014

The annual Figawi Race Weekend is recognised internationally as a top sailing event, attracting more than 240 boats each year, which race across Nantucket Sound to the island of Nantucket. 

Visit : www.figawi.com.

Discover New England represents the six American states of Connecticut, New Hampshire, Maine, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Vermont to promote international visitation. 

Visit : www.CapeCodMaritimeDays.com and www.discovernewengland.co.uk. Contact : David Ezra at david.ezra@kbctravelgroup.com.  
Diamonds Are Forever, Museum of Ventura County, California

2 May to 24 August 2014

Diamonds Are Forever is a new exhibition at the Museum of Ventura County that tells stories of history's most famous diamonds and their equally famous owners.

It will feature the diamond replicas of Scott Sucher and the historical figures of artist-historian George Stuart.

Visit : www.venturamuseum.org. Contact: Ann Flower at ann@annflowerpr.com.

Trinity House Open Day

17 May 2014

Trinity House is the working office of the General Lighthouse Authority (GLA) for England and Wales with responsibility for nearly 600 Aids to Navigation from traditional aids such as lighthouses, buoys and beacons to the latest satellite navigation technology.

In 1514 a young King Henry VIII granted a Royal Charter to a fraternity of mariners called the Guild of the Holy Trinity “so that they might regulate the pilotage of ships in the King’s streams” and the month of May marks the 500th anniversary of this milestone event in British maritime history.  

Visitors during the open day will discover the treasures and artefacts on display within its five elegant rooms and access areas.

Trinity House is located on Tower Hill overlooking the Tower of London and the picturesque Trinity Square Gardens containing a memorial to merchant navy heroes of two World Wars and the Falklands War.  

Visit : www.trinityhouse.co.uk. Contact : Karen Luard at kp@KPcommunications.co.uk.

Events in Tenerife

Fiestas de la Cruz, Los Realejos
1 to 3 May 2014

For over 300 years, the northern town of Los Realejos has been celebrating the “Fiestas de la Cruz” (“Holy Cross”).

The festivities see the town being decorated with more than 300 crosses (indoors and outdoors) made by beautiful flowers and other attractive adornments. 

The main attraction of this festivity is on 3rd May, when a fireworks competition between two of the town’s streets, ‘Calle del Medio’ and ‘Calle del Sol’, takes place – the largest pyrotechnic exhibition on the Canary Islands. 

Visit : www.losrealejos.es

Fiestas de San Juan, Puerto de la Cruz
23 and 24 June 2014

The tranquil fishing village of Puerto de la Cruz becomes alive on the eve of 23rd June (St. John), when locals get together on the beach to set bonfires alight, party and welcome summer. 

However, the most curious activity of this fiesta is the “bathing of the goats”, an indigenous tradition where shepherds bathe their goats in the sea as it is believed that salt water helps purify and increase the fertility of livestock.

Visit : www.puertodelacruz.es
 
Fimucité  – Tenerife International Film Music Festival, Santa Cruz
4 to 12 July 2014

Fimucité celebrates the most popular soundtracks in the film industry with concerts, workshops and debates. 

The Tenerife Symphonic Orchestra and the Tenerife Film Choir will perform concerts which pay tribute to composer James Newton Howard (13th July) and Universal Studios (14th July).

Visit : www.fimucite.com
 

Professional Windsurfers Association World Championships, El Médano 
4 to 10 August 2014

El Médano, Tenerife’s longest beach welcomes annually the world’s best male and female windsurfers at the Professional Windsurfers Association (PWA) World Championships (wave discipline). 

Visit : www.pwaworldtour.com.
 
Arona Summer Festival, Arona
August 2014

The Arona Summer Festival sees DJs in the international dance music industry performing non-stop for more than 12 hours at the Olympic Stadium Antonio Domíngez Alfonso (Playa de las Américas). 

Visit : www.aronasummerfestival.com.
 
Visit: www.webtenerife.co.uk/events. Contact : Cristina Cunchillos at cristina@humewhitehead.co.uk.

Savor Sarasota Restaurant Week

1 to 14 June 2014

Savor Sarasota Restaurant Week offers special-priced lunch and dinner menus at participating restaurants, from fine dining to casual beach cafés and eclectic urban eateries. 

Sarasota has the highest concentration of Zagat-rated restaurants and more than 45 restaurants participated in the 2013 festival.

Visit : www.savorsarasota.com. Contact : Antonia at antonia@goshpr.co.uk. 

Meadows In The Mountains Festival, Bulgaria
13 to 15 June 2014

The Meadows In The Mountains Festival is staged in the Rhodopean Mountains  in Bulgaria.

It showcases three days of the best of: Disco, House, Electronica, Acoustic, Chill, Jazz and Funk alongside creative arts and installations near the Greek border

Other festival activities include horse & cart taxis, mountain zip line, downhill grass bobsleighing, death slide, horse riding, mountain walking and natural thermal springs.

Visit : www.meadowsinthemountains.com. Contact : Georgia at georgia@easytigerltd.com.
HYPER JAPAN, Earls Court, London

25 to 27 July 2014

HYPER JAPAN is the UK’s biggest celebration of Japanese culture, cuisine, entertainment and technology and a blend of traditional and modern Japanese culture.

It also has stage shows including fashion catwalks, live demonstrations in Art, Screening, Theatre and J-music artists and traditional performances.

Visit : www.hyperjapan.co.uk. Juliet Francis at francis@spreckley.co.uk.

The Mdina Classic Car Grand Prix, Malta
9 to 12 October 2014

The Mdina Classic Car Grand Prix attracts aficionados of classic cars ranging from 1920s and 30s Bugattis to 1950s Ferraris, Maseratis, Jaguars, Alfa Romeos and Aston Martins.

Highlight of the event will be a “Concourse d`Elegance,” held in the main square of Mdina itself, where the finest local period cars and motorbikes will be displayed.
Corinthia Palace Hotel and Spa

The Corinthia Palace Hotel the Spa is the Grand Prix`s official hotel partner. 

Its location, right in the middle of the Island and equidistant from the capital city of Valletta, European Capital for Culture 2018, and the old city of Mdina, venue of the Grand Prix, makes it a convenient base for the event and all that the island has to offer.

Visit : www.corinthia.com/hotels/malta/palace-hotel-and-spa/destination/whats-on/mdina-grand-prix. Contact : Karen Hoffman at info@bradfordglobalmarketing.com.

Queenstown Marathon, New Zealand
22 November 2014

The inaugural Queenstown International Marathon takes place on 22 November 2014. 

Full, half, 10km and 3km events will form the ‘Festival of running’, all set against the backdrop of the Crown and Remarkable mountain ranges. 

Runners will take in a route that covers the Queenstown lakes, historic gold mining area of Arrowtown and the Arrow River track as well as Lake Hayes, the fast-flowing 75 kilometre-long Shotover River and Lake Wakatipu, the longest lake in New Zealand.

Visit : www.queenstown-marathon.co.nz

Visit :  www.newzealand.com/walking and www.greatwalks.co.nz. Contact :  Sarah Rigler at newzealand@verypcc.com.

	Reasons to write about


Frankfurt, Germany 

Sitting on the Main River, it is the financial centre of Germany and the largest financial centre in continental Europe. 

Frankfurt is also seat of the European Central Bank, the German Federal Bank and the German Stock Exchange.

Frankfurt Airport is one of the world's busiest international airports and its Central Station is one of the largest terminal stations in Europe, with excellent connections to European destinations. 

The cosmopolitan nature of Frankfurt has helped create a vibrant, multicultural city with a great deal for the visitor to enjoy. 

Frankfurt Museum Embankment
Leading the list is Frankfurt’s unique museum embankment with its cluster of thirteen museums on the southern banks of the riverside promenade and another thirteen in close proximity. 

The area is also one of green banks and landscaped parks and gardens providing art, culture, recreation and relaxation. 

The Museum Embankment Festival, held on the final weekend of August, is one of Europe’s largest cultural celebrations with participating museums opening late into the night and performance stages, stalls and stands lining the riverside promenade to offer live music, food and entertainment.

The city also has 60 theatres and independent theatre groups, including The English Theatre - Europe’s largest English-language theatre.

Frankfurt (cont)
Frankfurt Cathedral was built in the 14th and 15th centuries with emperors of the Holy Roman Empire crowned Kings of Germany in the church from 1356 and emperors-elect crowned here from 1562 to 1792. 

The city’s most historical landmark, the three-gabled façade of the Römer, was chosen as Frankfurt’s town hall in 1405 and remains the seat of Frankfurt’s lord mayor. 

Celebrated poet and author Johann Wolfgang Goethe, Frankfurt’s favourite son, was born in the city in 1749. His birthplace, The Goethe-House, has been restored to its original condition, offering visitors an insight into his life and times.

Germany’s first national assembly met in St.Paul’s Church in 1848, forming the basis of the country’s modern-day constitution

Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Mareike Voehl at voehl@infofrankfurt.de
Tramping experiences in New Zealand

Tourism New Zealand unveils latest ‘tramping experiences’

New Zealand has thousands of kilometres of walks with one of the world’s longest inter-connecting trails in the form of Te Araroa – The Long Pathway running 3,000km the length of both islands. 

The nine iconic multi-day ‘Great Walks’ including the Milford Track, which celebrated its 100 year anniversary in 2013 and Stewart Island’s lesser known Rakiura Track allow walkers to see some of New Zealand’s most awe inspiring scenery.

There are also day walks such as the Tongariro Alpine Crossing 

Rotorua opens new Tarawera Trail to Hot Water Beach

Rotorua’s newly opened Tarawera Trail is predicted to become one of the best walks in New Zealand. 

The 15km trail is the first of a proposed network to connect the 14 Te Arawa lakes in the area. 

Visit : www.doc.govt.nz.

‘A Journey through Sacred Islands’ – New multi-day walk on Auckland’s islands

Launched in January 2014, the Haerenga (A Journey through Sacred Islands) multi-day walking trail.

It offers the chance to explore Auckland's largest and most diverse island sanctuaries of Rangitoto and Motutapu in the Hauraki Gulf –over a three-day adventure. 

Visit : www.doc.govt.nz

High country hiking tours launched in Queenstown

One of New Zealand’s most famous and historic backcountry farms - Mt Nicholas High Country Station (Mt Nic) near Queenstown on the shores of Lake Wakitipu - is now open for visitors with the launch of a series of exclusive tours and hiking experiences. 

The half-day high country walk explores the station including the landmarks of Lovers Leap, the spectacular Von Rivermouth, native forest and the original homestead site. 

Visit : www.southerndiscoveries.co.nz.


Heliworks and Alpine Adventures, Queenstown

Queenstown helicopter company Heliworks and luxury private guiding company, Alpine Adventures have launched an exclusive Middle Earth Waterfalls heli-hike soft adventure. 

The only operators permitted access to the Earnslaw Burn area, the hike offers access to one of the most dramatic locations featured in “The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey.” 

Visit : www.alpineadventures.co.nz. 

Visit :  www.newzealand.com/walking and www.greatwalks.co.nz. Contact :  Sarah Rigler at newzealand@verypcc.com. 
Stargazing in Maryland, USA

The state of Maryland, on the east coast of the USA, is home to 10 planetariums which offer visitors stargazing experiences.

Maryland is home to the NASA Goddard Space Flight Center and The Space Telescope Science Institute (STScI), which is the operations centre for the Hubble Space Telescope and the James Webb Space Telescope, scheduled to be launched in 2018.
 
The William Brish Planetarium Hagerstown

The William Brish Planetarium at the Washington County Planetarium and Space Science Center, hosts a series of events which visitors are able to attend. 

Visit : www.wbplanetarium.weebly.com.

Montgomery College Planetarium, Takoma Park

Monthly public planetarium shows are held at Montgomery College Planetarium, and are free to all visitors. 

Visit : www.montgomerycollege.edu/Departments/planet.

Maryland Science Center, Baltimore
 
Maryland Science Center hosts weekly Star Live events, at which
visitors can identify stars, constellations, planets, and other wonders in the night sky.

 Visit : www.mdsci.org/planetarium.
 
Bear Branch Recreation Park, Westminster

Bear Branch Nature Center in Bear Branch Recreation Park in Westminster, is home to a 40-seat planetarium offering three stationary telescopes. The facility is open to the public free of charge. 

Visit : www.ccgovernment.carr.org/ccg/recpark/hashawha.
 
St. John's College Observatory and Planetarium, Annapolis

This planetarium, named after Theodore R. McKeldin, a former governor of Maryland, holds regular informal stargazing sessions on Monday and Thursday evenings. 

Visit : www.stjohnscollege.edu/admin/AN/observatory.shtml. 
 


K. Price Bryan Planetarium at Notre Dame of Maryland University, Baltimore

This planetarium has a new Digitarium Alpha 2 projector, offering the latest in stargazing technology. 

Sitting inside the 20-foot dome, visitors can zoom in on planets and see constellations through the eyes of diverse ancient and modern cultures. 

Visit : www.ndm.edu/academics/departments-and-programs/physics/facilities.
 
Howard B. Owens Science Center, Lanham

Visitors are able to visit Maryland’s largest planetarium dome at the Howard B.Owens Science Center and explore the wonders of stargazing through a variety of programmes offered on the second Friday of every month, available from September until May. 

Visit : www1.pgcps.org/howardbowens.

Visit : www.CapitalRegionUSA.co.uk. Contact : Jo Thomas at 
jo.thomas@kbc-pr.com. 

Sheringham, North Norfolk

Originally a small north Norfolk fishing village, the arrival of the railways in 1887 turned Sheringham into a popular destination for visitors. 

It has a blue flag beach (no dogs are permitted). The stony beach disappears at high tide while at low tide an expanse of sand and rock pools is revealed.

The Cromer and Sheringham Lobster Festival 

16 to 18 May 2014 

The Cromer and Sheringham Lobster Festival is an annual festival celebrating the town’s links with the sea and the lobsters it provides.

The North Norfolk Steam Railway

Visitors can take also take a trip on the North Norfolk Steam Railway from Sheringham along the coast to Weybourne and through the heathland to Holt. 

The annual 1940’s weekend (20 and 21 September 2014) sees locals and visitors dressing up in uniform or 40’s clothes as they board the railway. 

Muckleburgh Military Collection

Just along the coastal road from Sheringham is the Muckleburgh Military Collection, the UKs largest privately-owned military museum. 

The museum’s Military Display Weekend (31 May to 1 June 2014) has vehicle displays and model vehicles.

Visit : www.visitnorthnorfolk.com. Contact : Danielle Howard at : danielle@junglepr.com.
The Azores Trail Run

24 May 2014

The Azores Trail Run, a running event covering a distance longer than a marathon, will take place for the first time in the volcanic islands of the Azores on 24 May.

The run takes place on the European Day of Parks & Wildlife in the protected landscapes of the Nature Park of Faial on Faial Island, and will see enthusiasts take to one of two intense, lush and rocky trails, the Faial Ultra Coast to Coast and the Trail of Ten Volcanoes.

The run aims to promote and celebrate the islands’ biodiversity and the sustainable tourism activities on offer along its trails such as walking, hiking and cycling. 

Other activities on offer include climbing, canyoning, paragliding, sailing, canoeing, kayaking, surfing, whale watching, scuba diving and swimming with dolphins.

The Azores were named the No.1 sustainable tourism destination by Quality Coast (the international certification programme for sustainable tourism destinations) in 2013, and a certified European Geopark as part of the UNESCO Global Geopark Network.

The nine islands of the Azores are in the middle of the North Atlantic and belong to Portugal. 

Visit : www.azorestrailrun.com, www.trails.visitazores.com/en and www.visitazores.com. Contact : David Wilson at david.wilson@kbctravelgroup.com.

	A place to stay 


The Andaz Tokyo Toranomon Hills, Japan

The Andaz Tokyo Toranomon Hills opens on 11 June 2014, becoming the twelfth hotel in the Andaz brand and the first in Japan. 

It will be centrally located between the Imperial Palace and Tokyo Tower and will accommodate business and leisure travellers.

Andaz Tokyo is located on floors 47-52 of the 52-story Toranomon Hills tower, which has been developed as part of a project integrating central Tokyo with the bay area. 
 
One of Tokyo’s oldest districts, the Toranomon area (which means “gate of the tiger”) was one of several key points along the outer moat of Edo Castle, the social and political centre of Japan during the 1603–1867 rule of the Tokugawa shogunate. 

Historical landmarks such as the Atago Shrine, Zojoji Temple and Hamarikyu Gardens, as well as traditional craftsmen’s workshops, remain in the area today.
 
Visit : www.andazytokyo.com.

The other Andaz properties are :
	Andaz 5th Avenue and Andaz Wall Street in New York
Andaz San Diego
Andaz West Hollywood 

Andaz Napa 

Andaz Savannah
	Andaz Maui at Wailea
Andaz Peninsula Papagayo in Costa Rica
Andaz Liverpool Street in London
Andaz Amsterdam Prinsengracht, and 
Andaz Xintiandi, Shanghai. 


Visit : www.andaz.com. Contact : Charlotte Rous at charlotte@grifcopr.com.

The Claremont Hotel Club & Spa in Berkeley, California

FRHI Hotels & Resorts have purchased the historic Claremont Hotel Club & Spa in Berkeley, in the Bay Area of California.

The new owners have begun work on a multi-million dollar of the Claremont's  stunning architecture and facilities.
 
Built in 1915, the Claremont offers 279 guestrooms and suites and is ideally situated at the base of the Claremont Canyon Regional Preserve, overlooking scenic San Francisco Bay. 

A grand hotel with a castle-like architecture, the hotel is rich in history and will mark its 100th anniversary in 2015. 
 
The Claremont joins five other Fairmont properties in California : 

· the Fairmont San Francisco

· the Fairmont San Jose

· the Fairmont Sonoma Mission Inn & Spa

· the Fairmont Newport Beach
· the Fairmont Miramar Hotel & Bungalows in Santa Monica, and 

· the Fairmont Heritage Place, Ghirardelli Square.


Some notable hotels include the Raffles Singapore, Swissôtel The Bosphorus and London’s The Savoy. 

Visit : www.Frhi.com. Contact Eva-Maria Panzer at eva-maria.panzer@frhi.com.  

Bahia Vik in Jose Ignacio, Punta del Este, Uruguay

The newly opened Bahia Vik in Jose Ignacio, near the coastal city of Punta del Este, is located on ten acres of beach dunes and offers guests the opportunity to enjoy the beaches and countryside of Uruguay.

Visit : www.marazulvillas.com/en/hotel-bahia-vik. Contact : Ines Gamarra at ines@brandinglatinamerica.com. 

Same-sex honeymoon venues in England

With same-sex weddings now able to take place in England, VisitEngland is highlighting honeymoon opportunities offered by same-sex couples.
Blanch House, Brighton

Often referred to as the UK's gay capital, Brighton & Hove’s first same-sex marriage ceremony will took place just after midnight on 29 March 2014 at the Royal Pavilion.

Blanch House, Brighton's original boutique hotel, which is a short walk from the centre of Brighton and the city’s Regency seafront, has rooms individually styled by owners, Kerry and Jeremy. Priding 
Visit : www.blanchhouse.co.uk. .

Seagate Cottage, Hastings

Hastings offers a smattering of properties owned by same-sex couples on the South Coast, including Seagate Cottage, a 1640s whitewashed self-catering property.

This Jacobean property in the heart of the Old Town is owned by Susie and Gemma.

Visit : www.hastingscottage.blogspot.co.uk.  

 Huntsham Court, near Exeter, Devon
Huntsham Court, a Baronial mansion located in rolling Devon countryside, sleeps up to 80 guests in 31 bedrooms.  
Owners Damian and Chris were searching for a suitable venue for their own civil partnership in 2011 when the found and bought the property and have since worked to restore the property.

Visit : www.huntshamcourt.co.uk. 
The Old House B&B, Higham Ferrers, Northamptonshire

Owned by shoe designer, William and his partner Simon, The Old House, dating back to 1580, was once a Merchant's House and a bakery.

Visit : www.theoldhousehighamferrers.co.uk.

Contact : Jill Duffell at Jill.Duffell@visitengland.org.

Loews Vanderbilt Hotel, Nashville, Tennessee 

Travellers staying at the Loews Vanderbilt Hotel, Nashville can opt to register their mobile phone number at the hotel’s reception which will allow them to make text requests for the entirety of their stay. 
 
Located in Nashville’s Midtown, Loews Vanderbilt Hotel was renovated in 2013 and is one mile from Music Row.

Visit : www.loewshotels.com. Contact : David Wilson at david.wilson@kbc-pr.com.

The Mondrian Hotel, London UK

Situated on the banks of the River Thames, Sea Containers House is being developed into Mondrian London by the Morgans Hotel Group with an opening planned for summer 2014.

Built in the 1970s Sea Containers House was originally intended as a luxury hotel, but ended up being used as offices instead. 
The hotel will be designed to embody the elegance of a transatlantic 1920s’ liner, combined with a healthy dose of 1980s post-modernism reference. 
The main lobby will feature a giant, external and internal copper-clad wall, inspired by the hull of a ship, which will run from outside the building and lead guests to the entrance hall within. 
Visit : www.morganshotelgroup.com. Contact : Nicole Menda at nicole.menda@mhgc.com.


Hampton by Hilton, Glasgow, Scotland

Hilton Worldwide plans to open its first Hampton brand hotel in Glasgow city centre this summer, following an £11m investment. 
A former office block on West Campbell Street, a short walk from Glasgow Central Rail Station, will be converted into an 88-bedroom hotel with fitness centre.

Visit : www.hamptoninn3.hilton.com. Contact : huw.harrow@hilton.com. 
The New York Palace, New York
 
The New York Palace on Madison Avenue has completed a $140 million re-design with a $25 million makeover of its Towers’ accommodation on the corner of 50th and Madison.

Located across the street from St. Patrick’s Cathedral and close to the Rockefeller Centre – the hotel’s courtyard incorporates motifs from several 15th Centry Italian cathedrals.

Visit : www.newyorkpalace.com. Contact : Shelley-Anne Claircourt at info@pressoffice.co.uk.  

Titilaka, Peru

Titilaka is a lodge located on a remote peninsula on the Peruvian shores of Lake Titicaca.

It provides a base from which to explore the treasured natural, cultural and historical resources of this region. Daily outings are offered by private jeep, motorised boat, row boat, kayak, bicycle or on foot.

Visit : www.titilaka.com. Contact : Byron Shirto at byron@talkingstickmktg.co.uk. 

Adler Resorts, the Dolomites and Tuscany, Italy

Adler Resorts is a bijou collection of three Italian properties owned and managed by the Sanoner family.  

Adler Dolomiti

On 9 January 1810, Josef Anton Sanoner acquired the first property – a small tavern called Daverda, which he renamed Gasthof zum Adler (Eagle’s Inn). 

That property has been passed down through the family, and is currently managed by the seventh generation, though the sixth generation is still represented by the 90-year-old Elly who greets guests when they check into the hotel. 

The Gasthof zum Adler, which has been extended over the years, is now known as the Adler Dolomiti and is located in the mountain resort of Ortisei in Val Gardena, surrounded by the Dolomites. 

The five-star hotel is situated in its own private parkland within the town’s pedestrianised zone, but less than a 5-minute walk from lifts that transport guests up the mountains for skiing, cross-country skiing and snowshoe hiking in winter, and walking, mountain biking and horse riding in summer. 

Adler Balance

Adler Balance is linked to the Adler Dolomiti via an underground pedestrian walkway, but is quite different in style and operates as a medical competence centre.  

There are three doctors in residence who work with the Adler Balance health care concept, based on five pillars of health (diagnostics, nutrition, inner balance, exercise and treatments), to provide a complete health screening and subsequent recommendations.

The Balance is also a certified Mayr client for those who wish to follow a strict detox regime and lose weight.  

Adler Thermae

Adler Thermae is located in the Val d’Orcia, Tuscany where a thermal spring used since Roman times -and renowned for its healing qualities with particular regard to joints and bones - bubbles to the surface at Bagno Vignoni.

The hotels are located in UNESCO World Heritage Sites recognised for their outstanding natural beauty and culture.  

Visit : www.adler-resorts.com/en. Contact : Sue Heady at sue@headycommunications.com. 

Mountain Lodges of Peru

Mountain Lodges of Peru has added a new hiking program along the Lares Adventure to Machu Picchu and in the Urubamba Valley known as the Sacred Valley of the Incas.

The Lares Trail, an alternative to the Inca Trail, takes in the best of the Sacred Valley’s archeological sites and communities. 

It is noted for its cultural attractions, including traditional weavers attired in colourful dress, roving herds of alpacas and llamas, and a panorama of waterfalls, snow peaks, and glacial lakes.

The new mountain lodges, built in the towns of Lamay and Ollantaytambo and in the rural community of Huacahuasi, serve as deluxe base camps for day hikes.

Visit : www.laresadventure.com. Contact : Steele Paulich at Steele.Paulich@brightergroup.com. 


Coastal cottages in Norfolk, UK
 
Norfolk Hideaways has 250 cottages along the north Norfolk coast including : 

Hunsett Mill, Stalham
 
Situated on a bend in the River Ant, Hunsett Mill  is set in an area of outstanding natural beauty and surrounded by a water meadow.

The Fox Hat, South Creake
 
A Romany caravan interior makes The Fox Hat at South Creake an unusual place to holiday. Owned by artist Alison King, the quirky décor reflects her creative flair in its furnishings and vintage artefacts. 

The Wild Duck, Heacham
 
Converted from a boat dating back to the 1870’s and located behind the dunes, the Wild Duck overlooks the Snettisham Royal Society for the Protection of Birds reserve. 

The Chapel, Thornham

The Chapel at Thornham is converted chapel y the beach and in the heart of the village.

Visit : www.norfolkhideaways.co.uk. Contact : Danielle Howard at danielle@junglepr.com.
Mashpi Lodge, Ecuador

Mashpi Lodge, South America’s new pioneering eco-lodge in Ecuador’s cloud forest, has launched its aerial bicycle. 

The ride provides guests with a bird’s-eye view of the forest and hills that surround the lodge, which is located among a profusion of plant species from ferns and bromeliads plus many newly-discovered orchids.

There are also over 500 species of bird (36 endemic).

Visit : www.mashpilodge.com. Contact : Steele Paulich at Steele.Paulich@brightergroup.com. 


Segera Retreat, Kenya

Wilderness Collection’s Segera Retreat is situated in Kenya’s Laikipia Plateau on 20,000 hectares (50,000 acres) of protected land serving as a vital migratory corridor for species like elephant.

Segera is a wildlife sanctuary dedicated to a sustainable lifestyle, which is located at the foot of Mount Kenya.

A range of treatments and massages can be enjoyed in the privacy of guests’ villas or at the spa, which also has a Rasul Chamber, a salt-water swimming pool and a-state-of-the-art gymnasium. 

Visit : www.segera.com and www.wilderness-collection.com. Contact : Nadia Walford at Nadia@grifcopr.com. 

European campsites 

Campsite website Pitchup.com has new sites for 2014 including : 

Luxury domes in Urrugne, Aquitaine, South West France, 

Located in the warm south west of France, Glisten is a glamping site surrounded by streams, small stone bridges, hills and the Pyrenees in the distance. 

Katowice, Silesian, Poland

This campsite is located next to the city of Tarnowskie Góry in the middle of Upper Silesia. 

The site was set up by two passionate world travellers and is ideal for guests who want to stay and relax for a couple of days, or move onto Romania, Slovakia or the Tatra Mountains. 

Pembroke, South Wales

Set on a working farm, a short distance from the coast, the campsite has  attractions nearby including Manorbier Castle, Freshwater East Beach, Pembroke Castle and the seaside town of Tenby. 

Visit : www.pitchup.com. Contact : Cass Helstrip at Cass.helstrip@whitetigerpr.com. 

Loews Regency Hotel, New York City

The Loews Regency Hotel on Park Avenue in Midtown Manhattan opened in January 2014 following an extensive renovation.

The property features 379 guest rooms including 58 suites; The Regency Bar & Grill, host of the “Power Breakfast” by the Sant Ambroeus Hospitality Group; and the new flagship Salon and Spa by hairstylist Julien Farel. 

Visit : www.loewshotels.com.contact : Claire Mans at claire@masonrose.com. 

Crillon le Brave, Avignon

Located 25 miles north-east of Avignon at the foot of Mont Ventoux, the botique hotel Crillon le Brave is surrounded by vineyards and olive groves.

A former country house to a Parisian family, the hotel has slowly expanded over the years to encompass six further village buildings and has been a member of the Relais & Châteaux group since 1995.

Visit : www.crillonlebrave.com. Contact : Nadia Walford  at Nadia@grifcopr.com. 
	
	An Alliance focus on

IWM (Imperial War Museums) UK



The IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War.

	Its collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, ideas and events. 

Using these, IWM tells personal stories and creates powerful physical experiences across its five museums 

IWM London

IWM London, its flagship museum, is transforming with new First World War Galleries and a new atrium with large object displays which will open in summer 2014 to mark the Centenary of the First World War.
	The other branches are :

· IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning building designed by Daniel Libeskind

· IWM Duxford, an aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime airfield

· Churchill War Rooms, housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall, and 

· the Second World War cruiser HMS Belfast.


	IWM and the centenary of the First World War 

2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War and IWM is commerating this war with a four year programme of cultural activities across the country.

IWM London opens new First World War Galleries 

To mark the start of the Centenary of the First World War, IWM London is opening new permanent First World War Galleries where visitors can discover the story of war.

The galleries will highlight how the war started, why it continued and its global impact through the lives of those who experienced it at the time on the front line, across Britain and its empire. 
	Drawing on IWM’s First World War collections, over 1,300 objects including weapons, uniforms, diaries, letters and souvenirs, will be on display in the 14 chapters of the Galleries alongside photographs, art and film – many of which have never been seen before.

Visitors will :

· experience the sights, smells and sounds of the recreated trench

· see what life was like at the front with the Sopwith Camel fighter plane and Mark V tank looming above

· learn of the terrible strain the war placed on people and communities, and 

· discover the role that women and children played on the home front. 
	Stepping into the Galleries, presented with three large ship models, visitors will be introduced to what life in Britain was like at the turn of the 20th century.

This was before the European rivalries that were developing, and crucially as the crisis of July 1914 led to war, and why Britain felt it had to fight.



	A focus on IWM 

(cont)

In Shock

In Shock, will enable visitors hear the scream of shrapnel and shells they will come face to face with the French 75mm field gun, one of the new ‘quick-firing’ guns which contributed to the deaths of a million European men in just four months of fighting in 1914.   

Objects on display for the first time come from the Christmas Truce, including a button from a German tunic that was given to a British soldier as a souvenir.

There will also be the chance to discover how a state of Deadlock ensued on the battlefields of the Western Front as soldiers sought refuge from the onslaught of artillery in trenches and dugouts. 

A series of trench signs, such as those ‘to Hells corner’ and ‘Piccadilly Circus’ will show the complexity of these networks, alongside objects outlining innovations in trench warfare.

Objects displayed include a catapult for hurling grenades, the geophones used in mines beneath the trenches to detect the enemy, and a hollowed out fake tree used as a camouflage look out in no man’s land.

Your Country Needs You

Drawing on IWM’s rich poster collection, Your Country Needs You will focus on recruitment and propaganda, with the initial calls to join Field Marshal Kitchener’s Army, and how he soon became a celebrity with objects such as a Kitchener doll and letters from adoring fans asking to marry him.

to counter it, by launching campaigns in the Middle East, Africa and Gallipoli. 
	World War

In World War, interactive maps will portray Germany’s global strategy and Britain’s attempts 

Walking around a naval gun from HMS Chester, visitors will learn about Jack Cornwell VC who, at16, manned the gun in the Battle of Jutland and Tirpitz, a pig that was saved from the sea after the German ship SMS Dresden sank off the coast of Chile and later became a mascot for HMS Glasgow.

The Supply Line

The Supply Line, an interactive table over four metres long in Feeding the Front, will show the scale of production required on the home front to keep the troops fed and fighting. 

Total War

At the centre of the Galleries with the towering 9.2 inch howitzer gun ‘Mother’ on display, Total War will explore the Battle of the Somme.

This campaign started in July 1916 and continued for five months, marking a pivotal point in the war. 

The scale of casualties in this battle will be represented on a map that had a cross marked on it to represent each of the graves dug, alongside a Union Jack used by a chaplain to conduct burials on the Somme.

Visitors will also be able to watch the original 1916 documentary film of the battle - now UNESCO listed. 

Life at the Front

Life at the Front will look at the reality of what life was like for the troops in and behind the trenches.  


	It includes :

· the kit they were issued

· the extra kit their families sent out such as medical supplies including cocaine and opium

· what they ate; recreational activities such as plays, vegetable shows and sports days, and 

· the souvenirs they would collect such as a scrap of wallpaper taken from a German trench.

At all Costs

On the home front, At all Costs explores how the fervour to win the war grew in Britain, and how it penetrated every level of British society, infiltrating the lives of everyone. 

The role of women is explored through uniforms, photos and the life stories of those who stepped into roles in the factories, hospitals, transport and agriculture industries. 

The area also describes how children were not spared from the efforts. 

A jumper which belonged to a Sea Scout tells the story of their observation role along the coast. 

Visitors will learn how British civilians came under enemy air attack, how artillery came to be fired on the streets of Dublin in the Easter rising, and Germany’s fateful decision to launch a campaign of unrestricted submarine warfare which ultimately brought the USA into the war on the side of the Allies. 




	A focus on IWM 

(cont)

Machines against Men

Machines against Men will feature the stories of two famous air aces, British Major James McCudden VC and the German ‘Red Baron’, Manfred von Richtofen. 

Fragments from the planes in which they met their deaths will be on display. 

It will look out how animals were used for communication before focusing on the iconic mud clotted battle of Passchendaele.
	Breaking Down

Breaking Down highlights the terrible strains that people endured both on the fighting and home fronts will be explored.

In addition how German submarine attacks led to rationing in Britain, while the British naval blockade meant hunger, even starvation for Germany and its allies.

The severe lack of resources will be depicted through collection items such as clothes made of paper and wooden soled shoes.
	Seizing Victory

Seizing Victory will tell the dramatic story of 1918, where visitors will see how after almost another year of war, from near defeat, Allied forces were able to claim victory. 

War Without End

War Without End, will show how the war changed the world forever, highlighting the enormous human cost, the new world order that emerged, the indelible changes which the war had on British society and the Empire.


May 2014

Visit : www.iwm.org.uk and www.1914.org.

Contact Bryony Phillips at bphillips@iwm.org.uk and Charlotte Sluter at csluter@iwm.org.uk.

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com
Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or 

Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
	Hudson’s Historic Houses and Gardens 

www.hudsonsheritage.com. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com. Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com.
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com
	The Official (UK) Tourist Board Guides 
www.visitor-guides.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  press@roughguides.com  

The Signpost 

www.signpost.co.uk. Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com. Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.com. Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com


	Issue 160: mid-April 2014                    www.itwalliance.com


Providing key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Editor : Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com 

Contents

· Job shop : Enabling the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.

· Working with the Alliance : Partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance.
· News : News items of interest to travel journalists.
· Leads : Story ideas from travel partners and their agencies.

· What’s on : Annual or special events, celebrations and commemorations.

· Reasons to write about : More detailed information on potential features
· A place to stay : new, unusual, interesting or convenient accommodation worldwide.

· Alliance special supplements : Christchurch, New Zealand and Toronto, Canada

· Travel guides : Travel guide publishers offering review copies to Alliance members.
Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel writers, broadcasters and photographers

· Editor : 
commissioning editors

· Partner : 
travel and tourism industry organisations, or 

· Agency : 
agency representatives with travel or tourism clients
The Alliance press card 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with formal recognition of their status and standing – and a roving ambassador’s role - in the profession.

For more information contact Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com.
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       @writersalliance
The Alliance bulletin 
	Job shop


The International Travel Writers Alliance Job Shop. 

The Job Shop has been created to enable the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.

The Alliance’s travel journalists can also :

· set up Job Alerts so as to be notified if a job is posted that matches the journalists skills or interests 

· create an anonymous job seeker profile or upload a CV for potential employers to search through, and 
· access job searching tools and tips 
Although in its infancy, we hope the Job Shop will become a valuable addition to the range of services offered by the International Travel Writers Alliance.

Visit : www.jobtarget.com/home/home.cfm?site_id=14773
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
The Palm Beaches, Florida, USA 

Come explore The Palm Beaches, and experience what so many loyal visitors have already discovered to be the best way to experience Florida. 
Enjoy a fascinating array of cultural venues, sample the culinary masterworks of celebrity chef-owned restaurants, and take in one of dozens of internationally renowned destination events. 
Fish or dive in the Gulf Stream-warmed waters, take pleasure in the breathtaking beauty of the unique Florida ecosystem, and make memories at some of the many family-friendly attractions. 
Soak up sunshine on pristine beaches and golf on world-class courses. Shop trendy downtown districts and absorb the energy of vibrant nightlife. 
Visit : www.palmbeachfl.com. Contact : Scott Schoenen at sschoenen@mypalmbeachfl.com. 
HomeExchange.com

HomeExchange.com is an online home exchange travel company with 50,000+ Members making 120,000 home swaps across more than 150 countries. 

Its site is now available in 16 different languages.

Visit : www.homeexchange.com. Contact : Wendy Richmond at wendy@rmgandco.com. 

Kid & Coe (USA)

Kid & Coe is on a mission to make family travel as easy as ABC.

It provides a carefully selected list of kid-friendly residences, including family homes and vacation rentals, combined with curated insider guides to select destinations to help visitors live like a local family. 
From child care essentials to coveted neighbourhood locations, the company offers everything you need to make a home away from home for the whole family."

Visit : www.kidandcoe.com Contact : LauraHall at Laura@kidandcoe.com. 

Alpine Antics (UK)

Alpine Antics create adventure get-aways perfect for the thrill-seeking stag or hen and great for a group of friends up for a laugh!

Not many people realise that when the snow melts the summer fun starts in Tignes - the adrenalin capital of the French Alps - as it transforms into a natural lakeside adventure playground.

Lake waterside, airbag lakewater jump, water zorbing, aerial high ropes...it's all on offer. 

Visit : www.alpineantics.com. Contact : Katie Cooksey at katie.cooksey@gmail.com.

Medical Travel Quality Alliance

The Medical Travel Quality Alliance (MTQUA), which promotes better quality and safety for medical tourists, has launched the first international Medical Tourism Certification for health and wellness providers and agencies around the world.

For the first time, travelers seeking medical treatment anywhere in the world can find hospitals, clinics and medical travel companies that have been certified for the quality of the non-clinical care and services they offer to medical travelers.

The Medical tourism certification is awarded to a hospital, clinic or medical tourism agency that meets the international standard of quality in 10 non-clinical areas that directly impact a medical tourist’s wellbeing and good results.

Visit : www.mtqua.org. Contact : Caroline Bodanis at caroline@mtqua.org. 

Agencies 

Perception (UK)

Perception represent exclusive luxury hotels and venues in the UK and internationally.

Visit : www.perception-uk.com. Contact : Cath Couzens
at info@perception-uk.com. 

Ad Hoc PR (UK)


Ad Hoc is a boutique PR agency focusing on travel and hospitality clients.

Visit : www.adhocpr.com. Contact : Lisa Ronchetti at lisa@adhocpr.com.

Allison+Partners (USA)

Allison+Partners is a fast-growing global communications agency.

Visit : www.allisonpr.com. Contact : Annie Drury at annie@allisonpr.com.

	News


Totally Thames, London

1 to 30 September 2014
Thames Festival Trust has unveiled plans for a month-long celebration of the Thames aimed at putting the 42-mile London stretch of the river at the heart of the capital’s cultural and tourism industry.
Totally Thames will be an annual, 30-day s programme of events that will bring together :

· arts, music and community festivals

· regattas river races, and

· a string of events run by groups across the 17 London riverside boroughs.
Totally Thames is being presented by the Thames Festival Trust in partnership with London First, London’s leading business body, London & Partners, the Mayor’s official promotional organisation for London, and other business and community partners.

Among the Totally Thames events planned are :

The Big Thames Tidy 

31 August and 1 September 2014

Leading water charity, Thames21, hosts one of the biggest mass clean-ups the river has seen. 
The Mayor’s Thames Festival

1 to 30 September

The Mayor’s Thames Festival, which has been held for 20 years, is London’s only river-focused multi-arts festival and the largest of its kind in the world, promoting activities that reach up to the source of the Thames and down to its mouth. 
Having expanded from a weekend event to 10 days in 2013, this festival will be held throughout September and along the 42-mile London stretch of the Thames. 
The Royal Greenwich Tall Ships Festival 

5 to 9 September 2014

The Royal Borough of Greenwich will host the largest fleet of Tall Ships to visit London in 25 years with a 5-day, free festival across historic Greenwich, Royal Arsenal Woolwich, Greenwich Peninsula and West India Dock.
There will be the chance to board the Tall Ships moored along the Greenwich waterfront. Events planned include fireworks displays, free cultural performances, music and entertainment at the festival villages and a crew parade and festival procession.
The Great River Race 

27 September 2014 

Also known as London's River Marathon, this boat race up the Thames attracts more than 300 crews from all over the globe.
Handel’s Fireworks Music and Illuminations

14 September 2014
Handel’s Fireworks Music and Illuminations  at the Historic Royal Palaces will take place in the riverside Privy Garden at Hampton Court Palace and be performed by a 30-piece orchestra and followed by Georgian fireworks display.
The full Totally Thames programme will be announced in July 2014.
Visit : www.totallythames.org, www.thamesfestival.org/trust, www.londonfirst.co.uk and www.londonandpartners.com. Contact: Una Devine at una@unadevine.com
 

Millbrook Golf and Spa Resort, Arrowtown, near Queenstown, New Zealand

The Millbrook Golf and Spa Resort, set on 500 acres of grounds in Arrowtown, was voted New Zealand’s Best Golf Resort for the third time running at the 2014year’s World Travel Awards.

Visit : www.millbrook.co.nz. Contact: Paul Charles at  newzealand@verypcc.com.

Lonely Planet’s World Search
 
World Search is a new children’s book series from Lonely Planet, which introduces a new generation of future travellers to the big wide world around them. 

Aimed at readers aged 5 and up, these fun titles let kids lift the lid on a range of topics including Amazing Jobs, Incredible Animals and Busy Places.

Visit : www.lonelyplanet.com. For review copies contact :  Jane Cook at  jane.cook@lonelyplanet.co.uk. 

New releases from Lonely Planet
 

	Guide books

Chicago (7th edition)
Italy (11th edition)
Laos (8th edition) 
London (9th edition) 
San Francisco (9th edition)
Seattle (6th edition) 
Vancouver (6th edition)

Pocket Series:


Pocket Florence (3rd edition)
	Discover series:


Discover Rome (2nd edition) 

Best Trips series:


Florida & The South (2nd edition) 
New York & the Mid Atlantic (2nd edition) 
Southwest USA (2nd edition) 

	Not For Parents series:


Africa
Asia 
Europe
South America 



Visit : www.lonelyplanet.com. For review copies contact : Jane Cook at  jane.cook@lonelyplanet.co.uk. 
Hotel developments in Aruba

The Dutch Caribbean island of Aruba lies 15 miles north of the South American coastline, giving it year-round sunshine, an average temperature of 32 degrees and a cooling breeze. 

Three major international hotel chains have announced multi-million dollar investment plans for Aruba.

Hyatt Hotels and Resorts is to operate a new hotel in the capital Oranjestad. The group already operates the Hyatt Regency Aruba in the main resort hotel area on Palm Beach.

In addition, a new Hard Rock Hotel will open later this year in the capital.

Located near the capital Oranjestad, close to “old city” attractions it will add to the beach landscape of Aruba. 

Featuring eco-friendly, sustainable energy construction elements, the hotel will include multiple restaurants, a casino and an entertainment experience exclusive to Hard Rock.

The Riu has closed the Westin Aruba Resort for a US$60 million renovation and improvement programme, and will reopen in 2015 under the Riu flag, becoming a sister property to the Hotel Riu Palace Aruba, the all-inclusive resort on Palm Beach.

Visit : www.aruba.com. Contact : Joanna Walding at j.walding@aruba.com. 

Barnum, Nottingham

Cameron Mackintosh and Michael Harrison will bring their production of the musical Barnum to Newcastle Theatre Royal from 17 to 28 February 2015.

The production  opened at Chichester Festival Theatre’s Theatre in the Park in July 2013 and became one of the most successful musicals in the 51 year history of the Festival Theatre.

The musical follows the irrepressible imagination and dreams of Phineas T Barnum, 'America’s Greatest Showman' who teamed up with  J A Bailey to create Barnum and Bailey’s Circus – the Greatest Show on Earth.

Visit : www.theatreroyal.co.uk. Contact : Natalie Joyce at natalie.joyce@theatreroyal.co.uk. 

Baby Beach, Aruba

Baby Beach, one of Aruba’s most popular beaches, is undergoing a major improvement programme.
 
Baby Beach is a half-moon stretch of sand edging a shallow lagoon. Located at Seroe Colorado at the south eastern end of Aruba and close to the second city of San Nicolas, it is around 30 minutes by car from capital Oranjestad.
 
Visit : www.aruba.com. Contact : Joanna Walding at j.walding@aruba.com. 
Royal Caribbean International

Jamie’s Italian and leading holiday company Royal Caribbean International will open the first Jamie Oliver eaterie at sea. 

RCI's Quantum of the Seas and Anthem of the Seas will feature a Jamie’s Italian.  

Quantum of the Seas’ will open to guests during autumn 2014 and sail from New York and ‘Anthem of the Seas’ will open  during spring 2015 and sail from Southampton.

Royal Caribbean International is a global cruise brand with 21  ships, calling on 270 destinations in 72 countries across six continents. 

The line also offers cruise tour land packages in Alaska, Canada, Dubai, Europe, and Australia and New Zealand.
 
Visit : www.rccl.com. Contact : Lydia Rodrigues at lydiarodrigues@rccl.com. 

The Lord Crewe Arms, North East England, UK

The Lord Crewe Arms in the medieval village of Blanchland, on the Northumberland-Durham border, reopens in April 2014 as a 21 bedroom country hotel, following a £1.5 million renovation. The property is Grade II listed, and dates back to the 1700s. 
Visit : www.lordcrewearms.co.uk. Contact : Charlotte Doherty at charlotte.doherty@virgin.net. 
Ham Yard Hotel, London UK

Firmdale Hotels will open Ham Yard in the heart of Soho in May. 
Situated on a three-quarter acre site, the hotel will revolve around a unique outdoor public pedestrian thoroughfare connecting Great Windmill Street to Denman Street opening up historic Ham Yard and Denman Place to the public for the first time since the 1960s. 
Its centrepiece will be a dramatic specially commissioned large scale bronze sculpture by Tony Cragg which will be surrounded by a number of fully grown oak trees and gardens. 
Visit : www.firmdale.com. Contact : Sally Swadling at SallySwadling@firmdale.com.

The Lord Baltimore Hotel, Baltimore, Maryland, USA

The Lord Baltimore Hotel, built in 1928, has reopened following a restoration. 
 
The city's classic French Renaissance landmark stands 23 stories, is included in the National Register of Historic Places and is a member of Historic Hotels of America.
 
Art exhibitions are planned throughout the public spaces and will highlight local, national and global artwork. 

Visit : www.lordbaltimorehotel.com and www.CapitalRegionUSA.co.uk. Contact : Lisa Cooper at lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com.
Hudson’s Heritage Weddings

Hudson’s Heritage Weddings is a new weddings website launched for couples looking for a stately house or historic home for their UK wedding. 

The site is run by Hudson’s Historic Houses & Gardens, who have been providing information on the UK’s historic houses & gardens for 27 years.

Venues include :

· Pentille Castle in Cornwall

· Clovelly Village in Devon

· Craig Y Nos Castle in Wales

· Ragley Hall in Warwickshire
· Blenheim Palace in Oxfordshire

· Yaxley Hall in Suffolk
· Castle Howard in Yorkshire, and

· Kirklinton Hall in Carlisle.

Visit : www.hudsonsweddings.com and www.stately-homesweddings.com. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at Tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk. 

	Leads


Vancouver in Spring, Canada

Spring is one of the best times of year to enjoy a city break in Vancouver; the days are warmer, the nights are longer and the city comes alive with colour at the peak of cherry blossom season. 
Each year, more than 40,000 cherry trees spring to life, decorating Vancouver’s streets and parks with a canopy of white and pink blossoms. 
The annual Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival (April 3 to 28) celebrates the sakura (cherry blossoms in Japanese) with traditional Japanese food, live music, events and workshops including Haiku readings and origami making.

Visit : and www.BritishColumbia.travel. Contact : Antonia Robinson at Antonia@goshpr.co.uk. 
Bramble Ski

High end ski operator Bramble Ski, has launched a new ski instructor-concierge service.

The ski instructor-concierges are fully qualified ski instructors who are especially trained to provide guests with the most enjoyable ski experience during their stay, both on and off the piste. 

Bramble Ski is a luxury ski operator offering a collection of private properties in Switzerland and Austria. 

Visit : www.brambleski.com. Contact : Charlotte Rous at Charlotte@grifcopr.com. 

Kangaroo Island, South Australia

Kangaroo Island, Australia's third-largest island, after Tasmania and Melville Island, lies in the state of South Australia 112 km (70 mi) south-west of Adelaide.

Once occupied by Australian Aborigines, it was  resettled from the early 19th century onwards, at first casually by sealers and whalers, and then as part of the colony of South Australia from 1836.

Since then the island's economy has been principally agricultural, with a southern rock lobster fishery and with tourism growing in importance. The largest town is Kingscote. 

The island has several nature reserves to protect the remnants of its natural vegetation and native animals, with the largest and best-known being Flinders Chase National Park at the western end.

Kangaroo Island Festival, South Australia

24 to 28 April 2014

The five-day Kangaroo Island Festival is a gastronomic celebration featuring 15 dining events created to capture the true spirit and character of Kangaroo Island. 

Highlights include the Big Day Outfeaturing interactive cooking displays and competitions, live entertainment and market stalls. Other options include joining locals for a home-cooked meal and Table Surfing with a group of friends or dining al fresco at a collection of pop-up and wilderness events staged around the Island. 

There is also the chance to meet the Island’s food, wine and spirits producers at exclusive Meet the Maker soirees, coffee breaks and tastings.

Visit : www.tourkangarooisland.com.au and www.uk.southaustralia.com. Contact : Jovanka Ristich at Jovanka@ipr-online.co.uk. 

Urban Adventures

Global day tour company, Urban Adventures has extended its range of free travel apps with the release of new city guides for Siem Reap and Phnom Penh.

There are now Urban Adventures Treasure Apps for 14 cities, including :

	Melbourne

Toronto

Berlin

Amsterdam

Prague
	Los Angeles

Florence

Paris

Hanoi

New York City
	Rio de Janeiro, and 

Lisbon. 

The next addition to the range will be Sydney.


Urban Adventures provide to 265 tours in 90 destinations around the world. 

Vsit : www.urbanadventures.com/urban_adventures_apps. Contact : Nicola Frame at pr@urbanadventures.com. 

The National Park Service, USA

The National Park Service is comprised of 401 areas covering more than 84 million acres in every state, territory and the District of Columbia.

These areas include national parks, monuments, battlefields, military parks, historical parks, historic sites, lakeshores, seashores, recreation areas, scenic rivers and trails and the White House.

The National Park Service celebrates it centennial in 2016 and will be staging a year long programme of events, activities and initiatives.

Visit : www.nps.gov.  Contact : Mike_Litterst@nps.gov.uk. 

Cataract Canyon, Utah

Cataract Canyon is a 46-mile (74 km) long canyon of the Colorado River located within Canyonlands National Park and Glen Canyon National Recreation Area in Utah. 

Those choosing to raft this stretch of the Colorado River experience signature runs of world-class rapids that rival Grand Canyon counterparts. 

Canyonlands National Park offers excellent hiking.  However, due to the rugged terrain and inaccessibility of much of the park’s 257,000 acres, one of the best ways to explore is by river.
 
Western River Expeditions is an adventure travel company escorts guests down rivers on professionally guided rafting trips in Utah, Idaho and Arizona. 

Visit : www.westernriver.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins at dave@travelnewssource.com. 


Indonesia

The Indonesian Ministry of Tourism has revealed plans to develop 561 tourism villages in 2014. 
The project will span 19 provinces and is designed to help visitors discover traditional life at local Indonesian villages, where residents maintain indigenous cultures and live as their ancestors did. 
Among the tourism villages being developed is Kembangarum in Yogyakarta, one of the leading cultural regions of Java. 
Spread throughout Indonesia, traditional villages offer the chance to explore places where age-old beliefs, rituals and practices still dominate daily life. 
The Republic of Indonesia is the largest archipelago in the world, comprising more than 17,000 tropical islands fringed with white sandy beaches.  Among the most well-known islands are :

	· Bali

· Java

· Kalimantan (formerly Borneo)


	· Papua

· Sulawesi (formerly Celebes)

· Sumatra, and the Maluku Islands (better known as Moluccas). 


Visit : www.tourism-indonesia.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Habicht at sarah@humewhitehead.co.uk.

The Arctic wilderness of Greenland

Natural Habitat Adventures, the nature travel company, has introduced a new way to explore the Arctic wilderness of Greenland in 2015.

The centerpiece of the trip will be a four-night stay at Base Camp Greenland on Sermilik Fjord, the heart of a region known as the “Arctic Riviera” for its many dry, sunny summer days. Guests will go whale watching, sea kayaking, hiking, and visit traditional Inuit villages. 
Visit : www.nathab.com. Contact : Ted Martens at tedm@nathab.com.

Naturewise Eco Escapes, Victoria, Australia

A selection of new group holiday experiences from Naturewise Eco Escapes allows participants to experience Victoria while a personal contribution to the conservation of the state’s natural assets. 

Developed in partnership with Conservation Volunteers Australia and Parks Victoria, the tours showcase the beauty of the state’s natural assets while allowing visitors to work alongside park rangers and specialist researchers to support activities including remote camera monitoring work, bird research, animal trapping and spotlight surveys. 

Visit : www.naturewise.com.au. Contact : Rosie Beaumont-Thomas at rosie.beaumont thomas@fourbgb.com. 

	What’s on in 2014


Diamonds Are Forever, the Museum of Ventura County, California

2 May to 24 August 2014

Diamonds Are Forever will highlight history's most famous diamonds and their equally famous owners,

The exhibit will feature the well-known diamond replicas of Scott Sucher and the stunning Historical Figures of artist-historian George Stuart. 

Over the centuries many of the world's largest diamonds have taken fascinating journeys from the mines of India, Africa and South America to the coffers of the rich and powerful. 

For 400 years, these very special gems have been part of the royal treasuries of Europe. 

Many priceless diamonds, including the Cullinan, Koh-i-Noor, Orlov, and Beau Sancy, have been permanently mounted in the crown jewels of France, England and Russia. 

Many other exquisite diamonds have been snapped up by aristocrats, merchants and industrialists of Europe and America.

Scale replica diamonds by Scott Sucher and Historical Figures by George Stuart.

Visit : www.galleryhistoricalfigures.com. Contact : Ann Flowers at annflowercommunications@gmail.com. 

Motor racing in Monaco

Historic Grand Prix

9 to 11 May 2014

The 72nd Historic Monaco Grand Prix gives classic cars the chance to race the Formula 1 Grand Prix circuit two weeks before the F1 race begins. 

The biennial race always draws thousands of classic-car enthusiasts, eager to witness some of the ‘old’ Monaco take over the ‘new’.

F1 Grand Prix

22 to 25 May

One of the most prestigious sporting events in the world, the Formula 1 Monaco Grand Prix has been held annually since 1929.

Visit : www.visitmonaco.com. Contact : Paul Charles at Monaco@verypcc.com. 

Nottinghamshire County Show, UK

10 and 11 May 2014

Located in the market town of Newark, the Nottinghamshire County Show is a traditional agricultural show promoting farming, food, rural life and heritage, which attracts around 50,000 visitors a year.

It offers dog displays and show jumping and the traditional equine and livestock showing classe
The town of Newark itself has the ruins of Newark Castle and the chance to consider the English Civil War when the Castle was badly damaged due to its key position on the banks of the River Trent. 
A Civil War Trail is also available from the nearby tourist information centre.

Visit : www.nottinghamshirecountyshow.com. Contact : Linda Parker at linda.parker@experiencenottinghamshire.com.

The Palau fishing derby

10 and 11 May 2014

The 24th Palau Sports Fishing Tournament will take place between 10 and11May 2014 in Palau, Micronesia.

Prizes range from $100.00 to $30,000.00 in a total of five categories of fish, including Billfish, Tuna, Wahoo, Barracuda/Spanish Macerel and Mahi.

Located in the westernmost corner of Micronesia, Palau is an archipelago of more than 586 islands with about 20,000 inhabitants and was the world’s first official Shark Sanctuary.

Visit : www.visit-palau.com. Molly Blaisdell at molly@hooklineandthinker.com.

Festival of Museums, Scotland

16 to 18 May 2014

The Festival of Museums will take place in museums across Scotland including: Edinburgh, Glasgow, Falkirk, Stirling, Inverness, Aberdeen, Perth & Kinross, Fife, Angus & Dundee, Highlands, Dumfries & Galloway and Argyll & Bute.

Events range from hands-on workshops exploring the mysteries of DNA at the Dundee Science Centre, to an amateur baking contest that will produce cakes in the style of Charles Rennie Mackintosh at Kelvingrove Art Gallery & Museum in Glasgow.

In Perth, First World War re-enactors will come to life at The Black Watch Castle & Museum, while visitors can become an experimental archaeologist for the day and re-live the Iron Age over at the city’s Scottish Crannog Centre.

Scotland Street School Museum in Glasgow will see the venue turn into a giant gaming centre offering a variety of traditional British and international games, and in Edinburgh, visitors can also learn about the medical advances that took place during the 1940s with the curator of the University of Edinburgh’s Anatomy Collection.

Visit : www.festivalofmuseums.com. Contact : Kirsty Anderson at festivalofmuseums@grayling.com.

Soul Beach Festival, Aruba, the Caribbean
21-26 May 2014

The Soul Beach is a music festival over the Memorial Day holiday weekend, including concerts, comedy nights and day and night parties.

Visit : www.soulbeach.net. Contact : Joanna Walding at j.walding@aruba.com.
Melbourne Good Beer Week, Australia
23 to 25 May 2015

The Great Australasian Beer SpecTAPular is an annual festival at the centre of Good Beer Week. 

The event will feature more than 250 beers from 130 breweries over three days, as well as gourmet street food, a fromagerie, live entertainment, brewery and industry stands and free educational seminars.

This year’s event will see brews incorporating peanut butter, rice, spiced rocket leaves, blueberries, apricots and toasted coconut.

Visit : www.gabsfestival.com.au and www.visitmelbourne.com. Contact : Rosie Beaumont-Thomas at rosie.beaumont-thomas@fourbgb.com. 

The Milk (cycle) Race, Old Market Square, Nottingham UK

24 and 25 May 2014

The Milk Race will span two days, with a festival of music and entertainment on Saturday 24 May and the main event, including two elite races, taking place on Sunday 25 May.

Visit : www.themilkrace.com. Contact : Linda Parker at linda.parker@experiencenottinghamshire.com. 

The Australia & New Zealand Festival of Literature & Arts, King's College, London
29 May - 1 June 2014 

The first Australia & New Zealand Festival of Literature & Arts will stage 50 events showcasing up to 80 writers, artists, academics and journalists from Australia and New Zealand.

Visit : Ihimaera. www.ausnzfestival.com. Contact : Rosie Beaumont-Thomas at rosie.beaumont-thomas@fourbgb.com. 

London Wine Week, London UK

 2 to 8 June 2014

The first London Wine Week hopes to decode the wine list and give you new confidence and knowledge when ordering.

It will be a seven day celebration of the capital’s flourishing wine scene with events staged in some of London’s finest bars and restaurants.

The festival will help visitor discover new grapes, varieties and vintages usually unavailable by the glass. 

There will be the chance to buy a wristband for £10 and take on of the festival wine tours.Wristband wearers will also qualify for premium wines by the glass and taster wine flights for £5 each. There will also be a pocket-sized guidebook mapping out the venues taking part.

The festival will also be championing the independent wine merchants and there will be a full schedule of ticketed events.

Visit : www.londonwineweek.com. Contact : Siobhan Payne at siobhan@londonwineweek.com. 

The Gate to Southwell Folk Festival 2014, Southwell, Nottinghamshire UK

5 to 8 June 2014

The picturesque town of Southwell hosts an annual folk festival with  live concerts, folk dancing displays and a real ale and cider festival.

Visit : www.southwellfolkfestival.org.uk. Contact : Carly Jones at carly.jones@experiencenottinghamshire.com.

Bushmills Live 2014, Ireland
11 and 12 June 2014

Bushmills Live is an annual festival of handcrafted whiskey and music at the Old Bushmills Distillery on Ireland’s stunning north coast.
 
This year the festival, will see 700 whiskey and music fans invited to the brand’s home to witness emerging and iconic artists sharing the stage for a series of intimate gigs in age-old buildings, where the art of making whiskey has been perfected over centuries.

Visit : www.bushmills.com. Contact : Claire Lorimer at claire.lorimer@smartscommunicate.com. 

Dera Gai (St John’s Day), Aruba, the Caribbean
24 June 2014

Aruba’s harvest festival is a cultural celebration featuring traditional song and dance. The symbol of the rooster and bright yellow and red costumes are central to event held at various locations.

Visit : www.gobierno.aw. Contact : Joanna Walding at j.walding@aruba.com. 

Bannockburn Live, Scotland 

28-29 June 2014
Bannockburn Live a two day festival of music, culture, ancestry, food and drink and battle performances.

Over 300 Celtic and folk music performers will take part in the one-off festival to commemorate the 700th anniversary of the Battle of Bannockburn.

The Battlefield and medieval encampments will recreate the Battle of Bannockburn and the life and times of 1314. 
Visit : www.bannockburnlive.com. Contact : Glenda Rochead at Glenda.Rochead@visitscotland.com. 
Here is My Home, Lithuania

28 June to 4 July 2014

Here is My Home, Lithuania’s main cultural event for 2014, is promoted as the Lithuanian Cultural Olympics. 
Originating from the end of the 19th century, the Lithuanian song festival is now a huge event held every four years and brings together thousands of professional and amateur musicians, singers and dancers, from all over the world. 
Year round events in Lithuania include :

· Mardi Gras in February

· Vilnius International Film Festival in March

· the International Jazz Festival in April

· the International Contemporary Dance Festival “New Baltic Dance” and Street Music Day in May

· the Medieval Festival in Trakai Peninsular Castle in June

· the Cultural Night‚ Let it be the Night‘ in July, and 
· the Vilnius Marathon in September and the “Christopher Christmas” music concerts in December,.

Lithuania is the southernmost country of the three Baltic States and has a 90km coastline along the Baltic Sea. 
Summers are generally warm with temperatures up to 30°C. Winters are cold with easterly winds bringing temperatures down to as low as -12°C. Spring and autumn are mild and there is normally snow cover for two months of the year. 

Visit: www.dainusvente.lt/en/programme and www.Lithuania.travel. Contact : Cindy Landlust at lithuania@representationplus.co.uk.
28th Aruba International Triathlon
29 June 2014

International competitors participate in a triathlon comprised of a 1.5km swim, 40km bike race and a 10km run.

Visit : www.arubatriathlon.com. Contact : Joanna Walding at j.walding@aruba.com. 
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Berlin's World War II story with the Berlin Pass

Seventy-five years after the outbreak of hostilities, World War II still plays a big part in the tourism experiences of the German capital Berlin.  

From €74 for an adult two-day pass, Berlin Pass customers will gain entry at exhibitions and museums unique to Berlin, including the Historiale Berlin Museum, the Anne Frank Centre and the Jewish Museum Berlin.  

All help to reveal WWII history through one-of-a-kind original artefacts, state-of-the-art exhibitions, or interactive installations. 

A sightseeing city tour, free to Berlin Pass customers, takes in important sites such as the Alexanderplatz and the Brandenburg Gate, both of which were heavily damaged by Allied bombing, and later rebuilt. 

The pass also includes participation in fascinating guided walking tours which explore the city’s wartime story in depth, as well as free entry to over 50 top museums, sights and landmarks, including :

Key sites for those looking to explore Berlin’s wartime story include:

Jewish Museum Berlin 

Discover the Holocaust and the experiences of Jewish citizens in Nazi Germany. 

Exhibitions “Two Millennia of German Jewish History” and “A Time For Everything – Rituals Against Forgetting” house artefacts, photographs and installations, exploring Germany’s past through the eyes of Jewish people. 

World War II Walking Tour with Insider Tours  

The chance to explore the remains of the ‘Thousand Year Reich’ on a walking tour including visits to the bombed-out Memorial Church, a poignant symbol of Allied bombing of Berlin, the route of the Soviet advance towards the final battle for the Reichstag and the exact location of the Führer Bunker.

Also free with the Berlin Pass are alternative Insider Tours focusing on the destruction and re-birth of Jewish Berlin and a moving memorial tour of Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp, the model for subsequent camps across Eastern Europe.

Historiale Berlin Museum

Ceiling-high photographs lead visitors through the museum’s permanent exhibition which explores the history and development of Berlin through the years, including the rise of Hitler and Nazi Germany in the 1930s through to the end of World War II.

Visit : www.visitberlin.de/en and www.berlinpass.com. Contact : David Ezra at david.ezra@kbc-pr.com. 

Balinese New Year 

Bali is an island and the smallest province of Indonesia, and includes a few smaller neighbouring islands, notably Nusa Penida. 

It is located at the westernmost end of the Lesser Sunda Islands, between Java to the west and Lombok to the east, and has its capital of Denpasar at the southern part of the island.

Bali is an island steeped in tradition with the Balinese New Year running from 29 to 31 March.

The three-day celebration begins carnival style on 29 March with processions and parades before concluding with a day of absolute silence, contemplation and meditation on 31 March. 

Tawur Agung Kesanga, or the Day of the Dead Moon on 30 March sees locals converge on village squares to give offerings to huge papier-mâché gargoyles known as the ogoh-ogoh, designed to frighten away evil spirits. 

Traditional gamelan music, firecrackers and partying continues throughout the night, ending just before sunrise with the torching of the ogoh-ogohs, which is seen as a final symbolic gesture to be rid of the evil spirits for the year ahead.

Nyepi follows on 31 March with absolute silence and contemplation for 24 hours, with the idea that when the evil spirits descend, they will decide that Bali is uninhabited and leave the island alone for another year. 

Alila Hotels & Resorts’ four Bali retreats offer Nyepi packages, for guests who want to journey to the heart of the celebrations and experience a slice of  Balinese tradition.

Visit : www.balitourismboard.org and www.alilahotels.com. Contact : Paul Charles at alila@verypcc.com.

Bodrum, Turkey

The Halicarnassus of ancient times, the town of Bodrum on Turkey’s Aegean coast is one of the Mediterranean’s most enticing resorts. 
Whitewashed houses cascade down the hillsides to two blue bays with the 15th-century Castle of St Peter standing on a spit of land between them. 

Bodrum offers a mix of ancient, medieval and modern with historic monuments and fashionable bars to bougainvillea-draped alleyways. 
Attractions also include a bazaar, the town's steamy ‘hammams’ and the gulet boat cruises on the turquoise Aegean.

Green Island Holidays has chosen two properties in Bodrum to feature in its 2014 brochure :

· Marmara Bodrum enjoys views over the town and the Aegean Sea from its main pool and terraces. 

· El Vino overlooks St Peter's Castle and has panoramic views over Bodrum.

Visit : www.greenislandholidays.com. Contact : Ulku Dirioglu at greenisland@redmintcomms.co.uk.

A swim with a view

The Alila Ubud, Bali

The infinity pool at Alila Ubud, in the heart of Bali, is the centre piece of the resort giving the impression of being suspended over the jungle high above the Ayung river below.  

Allila Ubud is a hillside retreat located close to Ubud, Bali's artistic cultural centre.

Visit : www.alilahotels.com/ubud.

Alila Villas Uluwatu, Bali

Alila Villas Uluwatu has a 50-metre infinity pool, located on a cliff edge with  ocean views.  Overlooking the infinity pool is the resort's Sunset Cabana Bar, also suspending over the cliff-side platform. 

Visit : www.alilahotels.com/uluwatu.

Eagles Nest, New Zealand

Eagles Nest offers five luxury villas and what has be declared as one of the World’s 10 Best Cliff Edge Pools.The 25-metre horizon-edge powit enjoys 320-degree views of the Bay of Islands.

Visit : www.eaglesnest.co.nz/villas.

Singita Pamushana, Zimbawbe

Singita Pamushana, which is located in the south east of Zimbabwe, enjoys views over the Malilangwe dam and sandstone hills. 

Its infinity pool has views of the Malilangwe Wildlife Reserve and the chance to spot rare and endangered wildlife, such as the roan and sable antelope, the highest concentration of black rhinos and fourteen species of eagles.

Visit : www.singita.com.

Hotel du Cap-Eden-Roc, Cap d'Antibes, France

The iconic heated seawater infinity swimming pool at Hotel du Cap-Eden-Roc resembles a giant mirror overflowing from the cliff along the rugged Cap d'Antibes coast just outside Cannes. A swim in pool offers views out to Lérins Islands and Cannes Bay. 

The Hotel du Cap-Eden-Roc is acknowledged as one of the most beautiful properties in Europe.

Visit : www.hotel-du-cap-eden-roc.com.

Le Bristol, Paris, France

Located on the sixth floor and opening on to a vast sundeck, the swimming pool at Le Bristol has uninterrupted views across the Paris rooftops, to Montmartre, Sacre-Coeur and the Eiffel Tower. 

Visit : www.lebristolparis.com.

Monastero Santa Rosa, Amalfi Coast, Italy

Launched in May 2012, Monastero Santa Rosa is a boutique hotel and luxury spa set on Italy's iconic Amalfi Coast.  The hotel's heated infinity pool is situated on the Cape d'Orso's cliff edge has sea views and seems to ‘fall off the cliff’. 

Visit : www.monasterosantarosa.com.

Contact : sr@verypcc.com.

Sports museums in Baltimore

The Sports Legends Museum

The Sports Legends Museum, located next to Oriole Park at Camden Yards features Images We Remember, a 54-picture exhibit of some of the photography taken by famed photographer Neil Leifer. 

On display through October 2014, the photographs include the historic image of Muhammad Ali standing over Sonny Liston after knocking him down during their heavyweight match in Lewiston, Maine and a collection of Sport Illustrated covers. 

The Babe Ruth Birthplace & Museum

The Babe Ruth Birthplace & Museum, also in Camden Yards, has personal artefacts of the baseball star  including a 1927 baseball bat, his personal rosary, a marriage certificate of his first marriage, a Babe Ruth Rookie Card currently worth $700,000.

The museum’s latest exhibit, “O’ Say Can you See: The Star Spangled Banner in Sports,” looks at the link between baseball, the national anthem and Babe Ruth.

In addition to these sports museums :

· the city features two sports stadiums within walking distance to the Inner Harbor, including Oriole Park at Camden Yards which recently celebrated its 20th anniversary and still serves as the model for new ballparks.

· Baltimore hosts the Preakness Stakes, the second leg of thoroughbred racing’s Triple Crown on the third Saturday in May each year

· The city is also home to the Lacrosse Hall of Fame

· the Baltimore Ravens were named after Edgar Allan Poe’s poem, “The Raven.” Poe lived in Baltimore, died there in 1849 and is buried at Baltimore’s Westminster Hall.

Visit : www.baltimore.org/sports. Contact : Sarah Straub  at sarah.straub@finnpartners.com. 

Golf in the Calvia region of Majorca

Calvia, located in the South West region of Majorca, is one of the main golfing centres in Europe. Visitors can play one of the three established courses in the region, and another seventeen just a short drive away in other areas of Majorca.

Real Golf de Bendinat 

The 18 hole Real Golf de Bendinat golf course is located in the heart of the Bendinat complex and offers sea views of the bay of Palma with lush green mountains.
 
Hotel Bonsol offers a seven night stay in a classic double room on a B&B basis including three rounds of golf and buggy hire.

Visit : www.realgolfbendinat.com and www.hotelbonsol.es. 

Golf de Poniente 
 
Considered to be one of Mallorca’s best designed golf courses, Golf de Poniente opened in 1978 and is the product of Mallorca architect, Pepe Gancedo.  The 18-hole, 6430m, par 72 course, combines woodland, Mediterranean flora, seven lakes, sweeping terrain, wide fairways and quick greens.

The four star Son Caliu Hotel Spa Oasis offers a seven night package including a buffet breakfast, free spa entrance and five green fees at either Real Golf Bendinat, Poniente Golf or Santa Ponsa.

Visit : www.ponientegolf.com and www.soncaliu.com.

Golf Santa Ponsa 1 
 
Host of the European Tour six times, Golf Santa Ponsa 1 was the Calvia region’s first golf course and the second in Majorca.

Located in the four star Golf Santa Ponsa Resort, which has three exclusive golf courses, Santa Ponsa 1 is the only one open to the general public.

Visit : www.hotelgolfsantaponsa.com.
 
Calvia also offers six well-established resorts (Magaluf, Palmanova, Portal Nous, Illetes, Santa Ponca and Peguera) which are all situated approximately 20 minutes from Palma de Mallorca airport.
 
Visitors can also enjoy cycling and hiking in the region, as well as the rich culture and history. 

Visit : www.visitcalvia.com. Contact : Jo Thomas at jo.thomas@kbctravelgroup.com. 

The  125th anniversary of Vincent van Gogh’s death in 2015 
 
On 29 July 2015 it will be exactly 125 years since 

Vincent van Gogh (born 1853) died on 29 July 1890 and, to mark the 125th anniversary of his death, the Van Gogh Europe Foundation,  is to stage ‘125 years of inspiration’. 

Activities will be organised throughout 2015 in the towns in Holland, Belgium, France and England that featured in the life and work of the artist.

Among the initiatives : 

Van Gogh in the Borinage
 
From 24 January to 17 May 2015 the Mons 2015 Foundation,  as European Capital of Culture will stage the exhibition Van Gogh in the Borinage, the birth of an artist in the BAM Museum (Museum of Fine Arts). 

During his stay of almost two years in the Borinage (1878-1880) Vincent van Gogh ended his career as a preacher and chose to become an artist. 

About 70 paintings and drawings from various international collections will be on display in this exhibition, including major loans from the Van Gogh Museum and the Kröller-Müller Museum.

Van Gogh & Co
 
Van Gogh & Co will be held in the Kröller-Müller Museum from 25 April to 27 September. 

The exhibition will concentrate on the traditional genres at the end of the 19th century: still life, vista/perspective, nature, cityscape and portrait. 

Fifty works by Van Gogh from various periods will be combined with those of his contemporaries from the museum’s own collection. 

The North Brabant Museum (Het Noordbrabants Museum) 
 
The North Brabant Museum (Het Noordbrabants Museum) is in discussion with the internationally acclaimed artist, designer, entrepreneur and pioneer Daan Roosegaarde (b.1979) about an exhibition (June to August 2015) inspired by Van Gogh. 



The Van Gogh Museum

The Van Gogh Museum will stage an exhibition Munch : Van Gogh (25 September 2015 to 17 January 2016). 

Both Vincent van Gogh and Edvard Munch (1863-1946) are known for their emotionally charged paintings and drawings, their personal and innovative styles and lives filled with hardship.  Apart from these larger museum projects other activities are being planned, which are inspired by Van Gogh’s life and work.

The full programme will be announced later this year.
 
Van Gogh Europe Foundation

Four organisations form the basis of the Van Gogh Europe Foundation: the Van Gogh Museum, the Kröller-Müller Museum, Van Gogh Brabant and Mons 2015, European Capital of Culture. 

Under this collective name of Van Gogh Europe they form the core of collaboration between about 30 organisations in Holland, Belgium, France and England which are actively engaged in promoting Van Gogh’s heritage.
 
Contact : Simone Sagi at ssagi@holland.com.

Silver Discoverer

Silversea's third expedition ship, Silver Discoverer, will launch on 2 April 2014 with voyage itineraries to : 

· Micronesia

· Melanesia

· Polynesia

· East Asia and Russian Far East

· Southeast Asia

· The Kimberley region of North-West Australia, and 

· New Zealand Sub-Antarctic. 

Silver Discoverer’s cruises will include:

Kimanis Bay, Malaysia

The small, unpopulated island in Kimanis Bay, off the Western coast of Malaysia, is famous for its active mud “volcanoes” at the highest part of the island. 

The mineral-rich mud is thought to have therapeutic properties and visitors are encouraged to slather themselves in it before diving into the ocean for a dip.

The Tun Sakaran Marine Park, Borneo

The Tun Sakaran Marine Park (also known as the Semporna Islands Park), lies 20 kilometres off the Semporna mainland.

It is the largest marine park in Sabah and boasts the greatest concentration of coral reefs in Malaysia. 

Guests have a diving opportunity with a Silversea marine biologist as well as the Bajau Laut (sea gypsies), the indigenous nomadic tribe of boat dwellers.

The Bay of Islands, New Zealand

The Bay of Islands is a dynamic, sub-tropical region which is made up of 144 Islands fringed by bush land and punctuated by the occasional village. 

Samba, Indonesia 

The island of Sumba has resisted the advances of the modern age making it a fascinating island to explore, especially West Sumba where ancient tribal rites are best preserved. 

White Island, New Zealand

New Zealand’s White Island is unique in that 70% of its volcanic activity remains under the sea, making this massive volcanic structure the largest in New Zealand. 

Guests will be guided through the history of the volcanic formations, whilst viewing the surreal spectacles: hissing fumaroles, lava bombs, yellow sulphur crystals, bubbling mud pots and a  steaming lake.

Visit : www.silversea.com. Contact: Katie Francis at silversea@verypcc.com.
	A place to stay 


Luxury lodges in New Zealand

Annandale, Pigeon Bay

Located amid a rugged landscape of hills and bays on the Banks Peninsula, an hour’s drive from the city of Christchurch, Annandale is rural New Zealand. 

The 4,000-acre sheep and cattle farm in Pigeon Bay lies in a spectacular coastal location.

The historic farm features a restored five-bedroom homestead with gardens and three private villas.

The location offers 4WDfarm tours, mountain biking and hiking, guided kayaking, paddle boarding, sailing and fishing charters.

The waters of the peninsula are also home to the famed Hectors dolphins, the smallest dolphin in the world.

Visit : www.annandale.com.

Matakauri Lodge, Lake Wakatipu, Queenstown

The Matakauri Lodge is a four-suite cottage on the shores of Queenstown’s Lake Wakatipu with views of the Remarkable Mountains.

Visit : www.matakauri.co.nz/owners-cottage

The Lodge at Walter Peak Station, Lake Wakatipu, Queenstown

Part of the historic sheep station founded in 1860, the newly launched Lodge at Walter Peak Station is located on the south shore of Lake Wakatipu.

The area offers farm tours, mountain biking, hiking and fishing, clay bird shooting and heli-skiing.

Visit : www.touchofspice.co.nz.

Visit : www.newzealand.com/travel/media. Contact: Paul Charles at  newzealand@verypcc.com. 

Blanket Bay, Queenstown, New Zealand

Blanket Bay on the shores of Lake Wakatipu was Ian McKellen’s retreat during the filming of Lord of the Rings. 

Visit : www.blanketbay.com and www.matakauri.co.nz. Contact: Paul Charles at  newzealand@verypcc.com. 

The Lodge at the Hills, Queenstown, New Zealand

The Lodge at the Hills has opened as part of the Hills Golf Course. 

The six-room exclusive use lodge is located amid 500 acres and surroundedby glacial valleys and snow capped mountains. 

Sir Michael Hill's private St Andrews inspired golf course is on the doorstep, and The Hills also has one of the largest private collections of early New Zealand Maori and contemporary Asian and New Zealand art and sculptures. 

Visit : www.thehills.co.nz. Contact: Paul Charles at  newzealand@verypcc.com. 

The Kinloch Club, Lake Taupo, New Zealand

The Kinloch Club, located in 600 acres on the shores of Lake Taupo, will open a 5-star luxury lodge and 26 luxury villas in late 2014.

These will be situated around the par 72 championship Jack Nicklaus Signature Golf Course. 

Operated in conjunction with the nearby Treetops Lodge and Estate, the new lodge will have panoramic views over Lake Taupo and the course.

Kinloch’s lakefront has 3km of sandy beach and the area provides some of the best fishing in the world and the geothermal and Maori cultural heartland of Rotorua.

Visit : www.thekinlochclub.com.  Contact: Paul Charles at  newzealand@verypcc.com. 


Castle accommodation in the UK

Ruthin Castle, Denbighshire, North Wales

Originally known as The Red Castle in the Great Marsh, Ruthin was constructed in the late 13th century by Dafydd, the brother of Prince Llywelyn. 
Located in acres of parkland near the medieval town of Ruthin, the castle has its own dungeon, whipping pit and drowning pool. 
Visit : www.ruthincastle.co.uk. 

Chateau Rhianfa, Anglesey, North Wales

Built in 1849 by the Baronet of Bodelwyddan and his wife, Chateau Rhianfa was inspired by Loire Valley French Chateaus and retains the style today. 
Now a grade II listed luxury 21-bedroom masterpiece, the chateau has turrets, wine caves and a grand banqueting hall and views over the Menai Strait. 
Visit : www.amazingvenues.co.uk/venues/chateau-rhianfa/discover-chateau-rhianfa. 
The Fortalice, Blairgowrie, Scotland

Originally built in 1560 as a fortified house to protect the Ogilvys of Airlie from marauders fighting religious battles, today 
The Fortalice offers luxury rooms complete with four-poster beds, and a ‘Great Hall’, which is dominated by a vast log fire and exquisite hand painted ceiling. 
Visit : www.statelyescapes.co.uk/scotland/the-fortalice. 

Aldourie Castle, Inverness, Scotland

The historic Aldourie Castle is of Scottish Baronial style and the only habitable castle on the southern shores of the famous Loch Ness. 
With turrets and towers, hidden doors, old family portraits and vast fireplaces, Aldourie is a medieval castle to the core. 
Set within a 500 acre private estate, Aldourie is five miles from the city of Inverness and 30 minutes via car from Inverness airport. 
Visit : www.aldouriecastle.co.uk. 

Tulloch Castle Hotel, Ross-shire, Scotland

Dating from the 12th century, when only the Laird or Chief of the Clan could enjoy a stay in a Scottish highland castle, Tulloch retains many of its period features, including a 250-year old panelled Great Hall and restored original fireplaces and ceilings.

Visit : www.bespokehotels.com/tullochcastlehotel. 

Crom Castle, County Fermanagh, Northern Ireland

Set in rolling parkland where Jacobite battles once raged, the Crom Estate in County Fermanagh is located in Northern Ireland’s Lake District. 
The historic seat of the Earls of Erne for over 350 years, the castle was designed by the English architect who was responsible for sections of Buckingham Palace. 
Today, up to 12 guests can stay in the 6-bedroomed West Wing of the castle and dine beneath the spectacular barrel-vaulted ceiling in the former Billiard room. 
Visit : www.cromcastle.com. 

Dungiven Castle, Londonderry, Northern Ireland

Once the ancestral home of the O'Cahan clan, who ruled the area between the 12th and 17th Century, Dungiven Castle is steeped in history. 
The song ‘Danny Boy’ is taken from a melody lamenting the passing of the last in the long line of O’Cahan chiefs; Chief Cooey-na-Gall, who is buried in the Old Priory just a few minutes’ walk from the castle. 
Today it is a family-run 4-star guest house.

Visit : www.dungivencastle.info. 
Thornbury Castle, Cotswolds, West-Central England

Thornbury Castle offers the chance to spend the night in the Duke’s Bedchamber where King Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn slept 500 years ago. 
Ornate Tudor architecture, sumptuous bedchambers with hanging tapestries, and historic walled gardens complete Thornbury Castle, which sits at the edge of the Cotswolds in Gloucestershire. 
Visit : www.thornburycastle.co.uk. 

Amberley Castle, West Sussex, Southern England

Hidden away for 900 years in the South Downs, Amberley Castle began life as a hunting lodge for the Bishops of Chichester. 
Today guests can follow in the footsteps of royalty beneath the original portcullis and 18-meter walls, the same walked by one-time owner Queen Elizabeth I, who held the lease from 1588 to 1603. 
Visit : www.amberleycastle.co.uk. 

Langley Castle Hotel, Northumberland, North East England

Since its construction in 1350, during the reign of Edward III, Langley Castle has been associated with the turbulent history of the Kingdom. 
During the 17th century the estate became the property of the Earls of Derwentwater, who took part in the Jacobite risings of 1715 and were executed at the Tower of London. 
Now a luxurious hotel in its own ten acre woodland estate, the castle has retained its architectural integrity while allowing guests to enjoy four-poster beds and window seats set in the 7ft thick castle walls. 
Visit : www.langleycastle.com.

Contact the VisitBritain Media Team at pressandpr@visitbritain.com. 

Belmond

Belmond, which is owned and operated by Orient-Express Hotels, is a global collection of hotel and luxury travel adventures.

Established 40 years ago with the acquisition of Belmond Hotel Cipriani in Venice, the portfolio now embraces 45 hotel, rail and river cruise experiences.

The collection includes : 

· Belmond Grand Hotel Europe, St. Petersburg 

· Belmond Maroma Resort & Spa, Riviera Maya, and 

· Belmond El Encanto, Santa Barbara

Belmond also encompasses safaris, six luxury tourist trains including the Venice Simplon-Orient-Express and three river cruises. 

Visit : www.belmond.com.  Contact : Samantha Strawford at samantha.strawford@belmond.com. 

21 Broad, Nantucket New England

Lark Hotels will open 21 Broad, its second Nantucket property, in July 2014.

It will be a totally renovated 27-room boutique hotel, dating from 1876 and located a minute’s walk from the Steamship Authority and island restaurants.  

21 Broad will be Lark Hotels' seventh coastal New England boutique hotel 

Visit : www.larkhotels.com. Contact : Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widness-co-pr.com. 

The Falcondale Hotel, Lampeter, Wales

The Falcondale Hotel and its 14-acres of pleasure gardens,  is located just outside the university town of Lampeter and close to Cardigan Bay’s beaches and the wild uplands of the Cambrian mountains.

The Italianate mansion offers 18 individually designed bedrooms.

Walkers can get away in the unspoilt Cambrian Mountains, or walk the coastal path to spot Cardigan Bay’s famed porpoises, dolphins and seals.

The Falcondale restaurant has been awarded 2AA rosettes for seven years running. 

Visit : www.thefalcondale.co.uk. Duncan Foulkes at duncan.foulkes@btinternet.com.  

The Sun Siyam Iru Fushi, Maldives

The new Sun Siyam Iru Fushi, which is located in the Noonu Atoll Maldives, has 221 luxury ocean-front villas, including 70 over-water bungalows, 11 bar and restaurant choices, a 20-room tropical spa, and range of activities and local explorations. 

Visit : www.thesunsiyam.com. Contact : Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@ophirpr.co.uk. 

Ellerman House, Cape Town

Ellerman House is a Cape Edwardian mansion located in the suburb of Bantry Bay, Cape Town. 

Once the stately home of Sir John & Lady Ellerman, distinguished shipping magnates and investors, the now privately owned property has one of the most spectacular ocean views in South Africa, with a panorama of Atlantic coastline that includes the infamous Robben Island.

A member of the Relais & Chateaux collection, the mansion is a 5 minute walk to the Clifton and Camps Bay beaches and a 10- minute drive to the V&A Waterfront.

Visit : www.ellermanhouse.co.za. Contact : Charlie Fox at Charlie@grifcopr.com.

Eichardt’s Private Hotel, Queenstown, New Zealand

Queenstown is known as a premier ski resorts and for a winter warmer stay in a lakeside location, Eichardt’s Private Hotel is considered one of the best. 

Recently voted the ‘World’s Best Luxury Ski Hotel’ in the World Luxury Hotel Awards, Eichardt’s Private Hotel has been on the site since the 1800’s – starting life as a woolshed and becoming Eichardt’s in 1869.

Visit : www.eichardts.com. Contact: Paul Charles at newzealand@verypcc.com. 
Rancho Valencia Resort & Spa, Southern California

The Rancho Valencia Resort & Spa is a Relais and Chateaux resort located in Rancho Santa Fe in Southern California.

Surrounded by bougainvillea, citrus groves and blue pools, it is also the number one tennis resort in Southern California with 18 world class tennis courts and a year round tennis programme and expert instruction.

Visit : www.ranchovalencia.com. Contact : Claire Mans at claire@masonrose.com. 

Accommodation in Aruba
The Green Manchebo, Aruba

Luxury boutique hotel Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa has been again awarded Gold status by the Green Globe organisation.
 
A two-storey hotel, Manchebo is 10 minutes from downtown Oranjestad on Eagle Beach.

Visit : www.manchebo.com. Contact : Joanna Walding at j.walding@aruba.com.  


The Renaissance, Aru 

The Renaissance Aruba Resort & Casino has completed the renovation of its adult-only Renaissance Marina rooms to provide guests with what the property says is a new Caribbean experience.
 
During 2014, the 259 guest rooms at the Renaissance Ocean Suites will also be refurbished, with work scheduled for completion by mid-November. 

Visit : www.arubaresortandspa.com. Contact : Joanna Walding at j.walding@aruba.com. 
 
The Aruba Marriott Resort, Aruba

The Aruba Marriott Resort & Stellaris Casino has received the American Automobile Association (AAA) Four Diamond Award 2014.

Only 5.3 percent of the more than 29,000 hotels approved by AAA make the Four Diamond list. 

Aruba Marriott Resort & Stellaris Casino, is located on Palm Beach, with all 411 guestrooms overlooking the Caribbean Sea. 

Visit : www.arubamarriott.com. Contact : Joanna Walding at j.walding@aruba.com. 
 

The Sun Siyam Iru Fushi, Maldives
 
The Sun Siyam Iru Fushi is a beach resort located in the Noonu Atoll Maldives, a 40-minute seaplane journey from Male.

The resort features 221 ocean-front villas, including 70 over-water bungalows, 11 bar and restaurant choices, a 20-room tropical spa, and range of activities and local explorations. 

The Sun Siyam portfolio of properties also includes : 


· Olhuveli Beach & Spa Resort
· Vilu Reef Beach & Spa
· Beach House Iruveli, all in the Maldives, and 
· the Beach House Pasikudah opening in Sri Lanka in 2014.

Visit : www.thesunsiyam.com/irufushi. Contact : Kathryn Peel at  Kathryn@ophirpr.co.uk. 

The Little Nell, Aspen. Colorado

The Little Nell is Aspen’s only 5 star ski-in, ski-out hotel located at the base of Aspen Mountain in the heart of downtown.

This Forbes five star and AAA five diamond hotel is open year-round and has innovative winter and summer activities. 
Visit : www.thelittlenell.com. Contact : Katie O'Lone at katie@masonrose.com. 

Hilton Hotels, Western Australia

DoubleTree by Hilton Perth Waterfront

The new DoubleTree by Hilton Perth Waterfront, opening mid-2016, will be located at 351 Riverside Drive, Perth adjoining Barrack Square and fronting the Swan River. 

The 241-room hotel will have views of the Swan River and will include a restaurant, bar, executive lounge, business centre, gym, pool and event spaces. 

DoubleTree by Hilton Fremantle

The DoubleTree by Hilton Fremantle, opening in 2017,  will be located at Point Street, Fremantle, overlooking Princess May Park and central to the “Cappuccino Strip” of South Terrace. 

The hotels will join Hilton Worldwide’s existing portfolio of 20 hotels in Australasia.

About DoubleTree By Hilton

DoubleTree By Hilton has a collection of 370 upscale hotels in gateway cities, metropolitan areas and vacation destinations across 32 countries and six continents.

Visit : www.Hilton.com. Contact : Anita Clements at anita@hamilton-pr.com. 

Casa Gangotena, Quito Old Town, Equador

Casa Gangotena, a boutique 31-bedroom hotel in the heart of Quito, has funded the work of the “San Roque Heritage Guardians” NGO. 

The Caminos de San Roque programme created by this partnership offers guests guided tours of the San Roque neighbourhood, which lies a little beyond the usual tourist sites. 

Hotel guests are also invited to join the hotel’s chef, Chef Dávila, as he navigates his way around the bustling market in search of produce for his daily dishes.

Visit : www.casagangotena.com. Contact : Steele Paulich at Steele.Paulich@brightergroup.com. 

Maroma Resort, the Yucatan Peninsula, Mexico

the Maroma Resort on Mexico’s Mayan Riviera gives guests the chance to explore the natural wonders of the Yucatan Peninsula on a scuba dive among the Cenotes.

The Cenotes are unique to Mexico and were held sacred by the Mayans. 

Created by an underground river system, the stalactites and stalagmites are found within freshwater sinkholes and are natural works of art.

Set among rustling palms and lush greenery, The Maroma Resort offers suites and a private villa opening onto a white-sand beach.

Visit : www.maromahotel.com. Contact : Steele Paulich at Steele.Paulich@brightergroup.com
	An Alliance special supplement : Christchurch, New Zealand


Christchurch, on New Zealand’s South Island, and the gateway to the Canterbury region is being highlighted as a ‘city reimagined ' three years after an earthquake devastated the centre of the city.

Great efforts are being made to establish Christchurch as one of the country’s most vibrant and creative hubs, as a passionate population work to rebuild and recreate their city.

	The arts scene

With many galleries and art spaces temporarily closed after the earthquake, exhibitions were shown in makeshift galleries in people’s homes, garages and purpose built modular Art Boxes around the city.   

As a result, Christchurch is now home to some of the most exciting public art events in New Zealand.

FESTA 2014

25to 27 October 2014

The free annual Festival of Transitional Architecture will be held again this October over Labour Day Weekend with a range of interventions, events, talks, tours, projects and public participation.

Visit : www.festa.org.nz.

Art Central

Completed in Autumn 2013, as an arts hub, the Art Central will be the centerpiece of a new trail of 11 temporary public artworks and two permanent pieces stretching from the Botanic gardens to St Asaph Street, with features including a sheltered courtyard, café and stage for events. 

Art can also be seen in temporary spaces around the city, from the rooftop of C1 Expresso to the 10m suspended sculpture bridging the gap between Cathedral Square and the new Transitional Cathedral

The Gap Filler creative regeneration project

The Gap Filler creative regeneration project started after the earthquake to temporarily activate vacant sites within Christchurch, with everything from pedal powered cinemas to Gap Golf. 

The innovations continue in 2014 with a number of new and returning projects:

Transitional Audio city tour

The free one hour 40 minute audio tours around the transitional city have been revamped to offer visitors an insight into the ever changing cityscape.

They provide a commentary of personal stories and historical and contemporary geographical and architectural information to a soundscape from local musicians.

Visit :  www.gapfiller.org.nz.

Dining and nightlife

From refurbished shipping containers to converted buses, Christchurch’s CBD is growing its exciting range of innovative bars, restaurants and nightlife as business moves back into the city centre.

The bar scene around Victoria street is thriving again and the café and shopping precinct in New Regent Street has swung back into life.

New areas such as The Tannery, a development of boutique shopping, restaurants and bars, is a showcase just outside the city for independent businesses.
	Trams back on tracks

The first of Christchurch’s iconic trams went ‘back on the tracks’ in late 2013.

Newly fitted with screens and AV content showcasing the history and future plans for Christchurch, the heritage trams are travelling on new city routes.

Visit : www.tram.co.nz.

The ‘cardboard’ cathedral

The transitional ‘cardboard’ cathedral, designed by Japanese architect Shigeru Ban, opened in August 2013, forming a new attraction in the ‘city of churches’. 

Designed to last just 50 years, the cathedral is also being used for regular concerts and events throughout 2014 

Visit : www.cardboardcathedral.org.nz.

New Avon River Park

Work has begun on the creation of a new river park that will form a green ribbon through Christchurch. 

Set to feature cycle ways, riverside pedestrian walks and boardwalk areas alongside open theatre, recreation and restaurant areas, the project is also working to create a healthy river ecosystem. The first Watermark stage opened in late 2013.

Visit : www.ccdu.govt.nz.

Hassle Free Tours  

Hassle Free Tours offer ‘Discover Christchurch’ tours on an hourly, daily basis aboard a red London bus.

Visit :  www.hasslefreetours.co.nz.

Where to sleep

Twenty hotels are now operating in the city centre with over 1800 new hotel rooms expanding the accommodation offering.

These will be neededas Christchurch builds up to host major events including the opening match of the Cricket World Cup in February 2015. 

New openings include:

Hotel 115 

This 30-room boutique hotel opened late 2013. 

Visit : www.hotel115.co.nz.

The 5-star Boutique Hotel Montreal

The Boutique Hotel Montreal will open in  July 2014. The 27 room  property on Cranmer Street will be the second 5 -star hotel in the city.

Visit : www.chateaublancchristchurch.com.

Grand Hotel Chancellor
Grand Hotels International will open a new hotel on Chancel Street in late 2015.

Visit : www.ghihotels.com.


Visit : www.christchurchnz.com and www.newzealand.com. Contact : Louise Ferrall at newzealand@verypcc.com. 

	An Alliance special supplement : Toronto, Canada


Toronto, Canada

Toronto, the provincial capital of Ontario, is located in Southern Ontario on the north western shore of Lake Ontario. 

Reasons to write about Toronto in 2014 include : 

	WorldPride 2014 Toronto

20 to 29 June 2014

WorldPride 2014 Toronto will feature ten days of celebration where streets turn into parades and parks into parties.

This was the first officially designated WorldPride to be held in North America. 

Visit : www.worldpridetoronto.com.


	Wahlburgers

Wahlburgers, the U.S.-based burger concept will open its first location outside of the US in Toronto in summer 2014. 

Visit : www.wahlburgers.ca.

Taste of Toronto

24 to 27 July 2014

Taste of Toronto features specially-created menus, live food demonstrations, chef Q&As, interactive cooking classes, expert wine tastings and live music.

Visit :  www.tasteoftoronto.com. 


	Toronto Zoo

Toronto Zoo will open a new Zip Line Ride over the Tundra Trek in the spring of 2014. 

The Tundra has animals including arctic wolves, polar bears and caribou. 

Visit : www.torontozoo.com. 

Canada’s Wonderland

A 4D ride experience called “Wonder Mountain’s Guardian” will open at Canada’s Wonderland in May 2014. Riders will encounter mythical creatures as they navigate 1,000 feet of coaster track through a desolate forest, underground lake and Draconian City. 

Visit : www.canadaswonderland.com.

The Ontario Science Centre

The newly opened AstraZeneca Human Edge permanent exhibition hall at Toronto’s Ontario Science Centre explores the wonders of the human body.

The Science of Rock 'N' Roll is an interactive exhibition that provides a look at the history of rock from the perspective of science and technology. 

Visit : www.ontariosciencecentre.ca.

Toronto’s Royal Ontario Museum

The Forbidden City: Inside the Court of China's Emperors has opened at Toronto’s Royal Ontario Museum. Visitors will be taken into the Forbidden City's most private quarters, explaining the lives of the people who lived within the very imposing, very private, imperial enclave. 

There will be displays of the objects they used and official accounts of their lives, of the emperors, their families, court officials, concubines, and eunuchs.

Visit : www.rom.on.ca.


	The Stanley Kubrick exhibition
The Stanley Kubrick exhibition will open in Toronto in the fall of 2014.  

It is the first exhibition dedicated to the life and work of film maker and will draw on extensive archives from Kubrick’s home and workplace and features rare photographs and letters, original props and costumes, screenplays, production materials, and cameras from his 50-year career. 

Visit : www.tiff.net.

The Aga Khan Museum

The Aga Khan Museum, which opens in Toronto in the fall of 2014, will be dedicated to the acquisition, preservation and display of artefacts relating to the intellectual, cultural, artistic and religious heritage of Islamic communities. 

Visit : www.akdn.org/museum.

Delta Toronto Hotel

The Delta Toronto Hotel at Southcore Financial Centre opens at the end of 2014.  

Visit : www.deltahotels.com
Casa Loma

The Liberty Entertainment Group has taken over Casa Loma, Canada’s Majestic Castle.

The former home of Canadian financier Sir Henry Pellatt, Canada's foremost castle has decorated suites, secret passages, an 800-foot tunnel, towers, stables and 5-acre estate gardens. 

The new owners plan  to make improvements to the facility, enhance the special events and dining experience and integrate new technology for school and cultural programming. 

Visit : www.CasaLoma.org.




Tourism Toronto

Tourism Toronto, Toronto’s Convention and Visitors Association, is an industry association of more than 1,100 members established to sell and market the greater Toronto region as a remarkable destination for tourists, convention delegates and business travellers around the globe. 

Tourism Toronto operates in partnership with the Greater Toronto Hotel Association and the Ontario Ministry of Tourism and Culture.

Visit : www.seetorontonow.com. Contact : Cass Helstrip at cass.helstrip@whitetigerpr.com. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 


	In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.com  

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com


	Issue 159: April 2014                    www.itwalliance.com


Providing key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Editor : Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com 

Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel writers, broadcasters and photographers

· Editor : 
commissioning editors

· Partner : 
travel and tourism industry organisations, or 

· Agency : 
agency representatives with travel or tourism clients
The Alliance press card 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with formal recognition of their status and standing – and a roving ambassador’s role - in the profession.

See Appendix one for the directory of opportunities for press card holders.




Join and follow 
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@writersalliance

The Alliance bulletin 
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Holkham Hall, Norfolk
 
Thomas Coke, the first Earl of Leicester, conceived the Palladian Hall as his vision of an Italian villa on the windswept north Norfolk coast. 

The Coke family has lived at the hall continuously since the 1750s and welcomes thousands of visitors every year to see the house and its treasures, the deer park and Holkham Beach.
 
Still privately owned by the family, Holkham is the centre of a thriving 25,000-acre agricultural estate, providing resources to maintain the house and to ensure that the social fabric of rural life remains intact.
 
A busy programme of events takes place throughout the year which includes : 

outdoor and indoor concerts covering a wide genre of music, tours and workshops in the park and walled gardens


· outdoor theatre productions throughout the summer

· special Easter and Christmas event

· the Pedal Norfolk Cycle Festival, and

· the North Norfolk Food and Drink Festival.
 

Open to visitors from April 1 to October 31, the magnificent will stage an exhibition throughout the 2014 season which will reflect upon the impact of the First World War on the family and village.   

There is also a Bygones museum which incorporates the ‘History of Farming exhibition’, as well as the park which is home to several different species of deer.

Visit : www.holkham.co.uk. Contact : Mary Rudd at mail@maryruddpr.co.uk. 

Blenheim Palace

Blenheim Palace is home to the 11th Duke and Duchess of Marlborough and birthplace of Sir Winston Churchill. A true masterpiece of 18th Century Baroque architecture, Blenheim Palace delivers an awe-inspiring experience for visitors. 
Discover the beauty of this World Heritage Site amongst over 2000 acres of ‘Capability’ Brown parkland and Formal Gardens. 
Ride the miniature train to The Pleasure Gardens, a dedicated family area that offers a giant hedge maze, butterfly house and adventure playground. 

Tours, exhibitions and events reveal the sheer splendour of Britain’s Greatest Palace. Buy one day, get 12 months free so you can keep coming back to explore all that there is on offer.

Contact : www.blenheimpalace.com. Stephanie Hendley at shendley@blenheimpalace.com. 
GOLF 20/20

GOLF 20/20 is a USA based collaboration of all segments of the golf industry, from associations and manufacturers to golf course owners/operators and the media. 

It was launched in 2000 and is designed to unite and activate the industry around key strategic initiatives that increase participation and retention, involvement and interest in the game.

Visit : www.golf2020.com. Contact :Glenn Gray at ggray@buffalocommunications.com. 


Downtown Disney Resort Area Hotels

Downtown Disney Resort Area Hotels is a consortium of seven Official Walt Disney World Resort hotels that includes:  

B Resort, opening in Spring 2014 with 394 newly renovated guest rooms and suites, a renovated pool and full-service spa

the 18-story Best Western Lake Buena Vista Resort Hotel, surrounded by 12 acres of  landscaping, and offering 325 rooms and suites

the newly renovated and sophisticated Buena Vista Palace Hotel & Spa, featuring 1,014 guest rooms and suites, a 10,000-square-foot spa, and seven restaurants and lounges

the 229-suite Doubletree Suites by Hilton, the only all-suite resort hotel in the Downtown Disney Resort Area

the deluxe 814-room, full-service Hilton Orlando Resort, featuring seven on-site restaurants and lounges and the new Hilton Fitness by Life Fitness Center

the Holiday Inn Orlando – Lake Buena Vista, the only Holiday Inn located in the Walt Disney World Resort Area;  and 

Wyndham Lake Buena Vista, featuring 626 guest rooms and the Oasis Aquatic Playground with two pools and interactive water features. 

In addition to being an easy walk to the shopping, dining and entertainment venues at the Downtown Disney area, these seven Hotels also provide complimentary shuttle transportation every 30 minutes to all four Walt Disney World Theme Parks and its two water parks.

Visit : www.DowntownDisneyHotels.com. Contact:  Karen Lamonica at klamonica@chisano.com. 

TravelJunction.com

Traveljunction.com allows customers to research, plan, book and review holidays around the world. 

It launched in January with 135,000 hotels from a head office in Dubai and teams located around the world.

Visit : www.Traveljunction.com. Contact : Sarah Rathbone at sarah.rathbone@sirencomms.com. 

The Hudson’s Heritage Explorer Pass, UK

The Hudson’s Heritage Explorer Pass, operated by Hudson’s Media, is a one- off pass giving visitors free entry to 150 heritage attractions.

The attractions include a collection of heritage sites, specialist museums, independent historic houses across England.

Visit : www.hudsons-explorer.com. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at Tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk. 

	News


LocalGuiding and Rent-a-guide

Rent-a-guide has purchased LocalGuiding.com to provide one of Europe's largest range of sightseeing tours, excursions, transfers and local activities.

The new operation has over 15,000 products n more than 130 countries. 

Rent-a guide.net

Rent-a guide.net, founded 3 years ago, is already the largest tour booking website in the German market with more than 8,000 listings that have been booked by more than 100,000 tour participants.

LocalGuiding.com 

LocalGuiding.com focused on the English-Speaking market and grew until today to over 7,000 unique tour listings provided by more than 3,500 local guides around the world.

Visit : www.rent-a-guide.net. Contact : Robert Blessing at robert.blessing@rent-a-guide.net. 
L'Eroica Britannia, UK

June 2014

L'Eroica, the historic Tuscan bike tour dubbed 'the most handsome bike race in the world' is coming to England in June 2014. 

The tour will travel through the Peak District National Park on a three day festival, known as 'The Great British Adventure', celebrating heritage, well-being and local food and drink, as well as cycling. 

Cyclists can choose a 30, 50 or 100 mile route to ride on classic, pre-1987 bikes. 

Visit : www.eroicabritannia.co.uk. Contact : Rishika Sharma at Rishika.Sharma@visitengland.org. 

The Schlitterbahn Kansas City Waterpark, Kansas

Verruckt, the world’s tallest, fastest, steepest water slide will opened at the Schlitterbahn Kansas City Waterpark, in Kansas City, in late May 2014.

Verruckt (which translates from German as 'Insane' in English) is approximately 17 storeys high and boasts a descent speed of 65mph following a 264 step climb. 

Visit :www.theverruckt.com. Contact : Siobhan Burke at sburke@thebrandusa.co.uk. 

Austin Adventures’ : World’s Best Guide

Kasey Austin,  trip leader of Austin Adventures, has been named one of the world's best guides for 2014 by the editors of OUTSIDE Magazine.

Austin Adventures provides adult adventure (multi-sport), family, biking, hiking and small ship cruising adventures. For the full list of Outside travel awards visit : www.outsideonline.com/travelawards.

Visit : www.austinadventures.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com. 

Which? Travel

Which? Travel has begun to send out its stories by email. 

As well as summarising the main stories of its Which? Travel magazine each month, its content can also still be accessed via the Which? website.

Visit : www.which.co.uk. Contact : Lloyd Purnell at lloyd.purnell@which.co.uk
Europa Park, Germany

Europa-Park is the largest theme park in Germany and the second most popular theme park resort in Europe, following Disneyland Paris.

It is located in Rust, in south-western Germany, between Freiburg and Strasbourg, France.

When the park opens for the season on 5 April 2014 it will unveil its new themed area : Arthur - In the Minimoys Kingdom, situated on a 10,000 square metre island.

Visit : www.europapark.de. Contact : Patricia Czarkowski atbpatricia.czarkowski@europapark.de. 

Top Luxury Hotel & Brand Report

ReviewPro, the leading provider of online reputation and social media analytics for the hospitality industry, has released its first annual Top Luxury Hotel & Brand Report.

It is a landmark study on the luxury hotels and brands with the best online reputation according to ReviewPro’s online reputation score: the Global Review Index.

The research is based on the analysis of 839,593 online guest reviews published during 2013 for the hotels that industry tracker STR Global classified as ‘luxury’.  A total of 1,692 properties and 84 brands in all five continents were analysed. 

Oberoi Hotels & Resorts, with properties in India, Indonesia, Dubai, Mauritius, Egypt and Saudi Arabia took the #1 spot for large brands, with a  94.7% GRI score. 

Four Seasons and Orient Express, scored 92.3% and 92.1% respectively.

For small brands, Constance Hotels and Resorts, with seven properties in Mauritius, Seychelles, Maldives and Madagascar took the top spot with a score of 93.7% GRI ahead of Capella Hotels, with 93.6% and Montage and Firmdale Hotels tied at 93%.

In the individual hotel ranking, Orient-Express Hotels Palacio Nazarenas boutique hotel in Cusco (Peru) scored 99.2% GRI, while its luxury train Northern Belle came in second place. 

ReviewPro’s report also shows that TripAdvisor was the #1 review source for luxury hotels in 2013, followed by Booking.com and Ctrip. 

English was the preferred language in luxury hotel reviews, with Chinese, German, French and Japanese completing the Top 5.

2013 Top 5 large luxury hotel brands (according to their Global Review Index)

	1. Oberoi Hotels    94.7%

2. Four Seasons    92.3%
	3. Orient Express    92.1%

4. Park Hyatt    91.3%


	5. Taj Hotels    91.0%




2013 Top 5 small luxury hotel brands 
	1. Constance Hotels    93.7%

2. Capella Hotels    93.6%
	3. Montage Hotels    93.0%

3. Firmdale Hotels    93.0%
	4. Andaz Hotels    92.8%

5. Raffles Hotels    92.6%


2013 Top 5 individual hotels 

1. 
Palacio Nazarenas, Orient-Express, Cusco    99.2%

2. 
Northern Belle, Orient-Express    98.4%

3. 
A Rosewood Resort, Jumby Bay    98.2%

3. 
The Oberoi Vanyavilas, Ranthambhore    98.2%

5. 
Four Seasons Tented Camp, Golden Triangle    98.0%

Visit : www.reviewp.ro/1foNsuT. Contact : Iván Carballido at pr@reviewpro.com. 

Elephantourism

Elephantourism is a newly released web documentary by independent film-maker, Louisa Smith that highlights the issues behind the tourism trade in Asia and it's effects on the endangered Asian Elephant.

The Asian elephant is an endangered animal that is largely populated in captivity. 

It is estimated that there are as few as 32,000 Asian elephants remaining, with, 40% of these living in captivity.  The majority of these captive elephants are living in tourist camps or used for tourism.

In just 7-minutes, key issues such as animal welfare, chaining of an elephant and elephant trafficking are discussed by elephant experts Dan Bucknell of the Elephant Family Charity and John Hutchinson, Professor and Biologist at the Royal Veterinary College in London.

Elephantourism is a documentary made for tourists travelling to Asia, to learn more about the history behind these animals and their lives in captivity. 

The aim is to inspire travellers to be wary about the conditions in which these animals are kept and of how these animals came to be in captivity. 

Watch the Documentary on: www.youtube.com/watch?v=XCdO9kCwMSQ

Visit : www.elephantfamily.org. Contact : Louisa Smith at Louisa@herhorizon.co.uk. 

GREAT China Welcome

Hospitality businesses throughout Britain are starting to use a new mark to show that they are ready for China.

‘GREAT China Welcome’ is VisitBritain’s initiative geared to making Britain the most welcoming destination in Europe for Chinese visitors. 

China is now the world’s largest outbound tourism market and provisional data for 2013 suggests that the number of visitors to Britain from China hit 200,000 for the first time. 

Spend figures are even more remarkable, with Chinese visitors parting with over £400 million during the first nine months of 2013 alone.

The new GREAT China Welcome Chartermark will help Chinese visitors to easily find hotels, attractions and tour operators which offer information in mandarin and other tailored services. 

The first GREAT China Welcome Charter members include:

	Abbey Hotel, Bath

Apex Hotels

Balmoral Hotel

Birmingham Airport

Blenheim Palace

British Airways

British Museum

Café Royal Hotel

Cardiff Castle

Direct Ferries

London Eye

EasyJet

Edinburgh Woollen Mill

Fortnum & Mason

Harrods 

Celtic Manor Resort

Chatsworth
	Hilton London Metropole Hotel 

Hilton London Canary Wharf hotel 

London Hilton on Park Lane hotel 

The Waldorf Hilton, London 

Leisure Pass Group 

London Dungeon 

London Lodge Hotel 

Madame Tussauds, London 

Manchester Airport 

Guild of Registered Blue Badge Guides
	Association 

National Trust for Scotland 

Pullman London St Pancras 

Rabbies Small Group Tours 

Regent Street Association 

SEALIFE London Aquarium 

Selfridges & Co 

Scotch Whisky Experience 

Shakespeare's England 


	Manchester Marriott Hotels

National Museum Wales 

The Knight Residence, Edinburgh 

Virgin Atlantic 

Warner Bros Studio Tour London 

Warwick Castle 

Westminster Abbey 

Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum 

Windermere Lake Cruises




Visit : www.VisitBritain.com. Contact : Sarah Runnacles at sarah.Runnacles@visitbritain.org. 

The Waldorf Astoria Bali

Hilton Worldwide will open the Waldorf Astoria Bali, its first property in Indonesia in 2017.

Located in the Bukit Pandawa precinct in the south of Bali, the 96-villa hotel will be the first of four hotels palled for Indonesia.

The new hotel will be located 40 meters above sea level on a prime cliff-front land of Bali’s southernmost peninsula with panoramic views of the Indian Ocean.  

Bali, promoted as the Island of the Gods, is for its pristine beaches and clear waters.  Other key attractions on the island include :

· some of the most impressive temples in Southeast Asia including Uluwatu, Tanah Lot and Tirtha

· Empul temples the paddy fields of central Ubud, and the cliff fronts of Ungasan and Uluwatu.  

Visit : www.waldorfastoria.com. Contact : Nicole Lovett at nicole@grifcopr.com. 

The Venice Simplon-Orient-Express

The Venice Simplon-Orient-Express is adding Brussels to its regular schedule with departures to and from Brussels available from Venice, Vienna and Budapest.

The concept of luxury train travel has its roots in Belgium with Belgian Georges Nagelmackers creating the original ‘Orient Express’ train service in 1883 that ran from Paris to Vienna and on to Constantinople. 

Made up of beautifully restored carriages from various luxury train services of the 1920s and 1930s, including the legendary Orient-Express, the Venice Simplon-Orient-Express evokes looks to evoke the golden age of travel. 

The new Belgium routes take the train through the German, Austrian and Swiss countryside. 

Visit www.vsoe.com. Contact : Samantha Strawford at samantha.strawford@belmond.com.
Bollywood in Britain

As part of its efforts to attract a record number of Indian visitors, VisitBritain has today launched a Bollywood in Britain (BiB) Destination Movie Map.

Britain remains one of the most featured locations among the mega popular world of Bollywood productions and VisitBritain's BiB app for Android and iOS includes the information a Bollywood fan needs to create their own blockbuster-themed holiday in Britain.

Visit : www.media.visitbritain.com. Contact : David Leslie at pressandpr@visitbritain.org. 

Sea to Sky Gondola, Squamish, British Columbia

The Sea to Sky Gondola in Squamish, which opens in May 2014, is an eight passenger lift that will take travellers between Shannon Falls and the cliffs of Stawamus Chief. 

Visit : www.seatoskygondola.com and www.BritishColumbia.travel.

For additional story ideas visit Destination British Columbia’s media site at www.travelmedia.helloBC.com. Contact : Antonia Robinson at Antonia@goshpr.co.uk.

For more information, or to arrange a review, please contact me on 0191 2656111 or Claire@sortedpr.com.

Step Out, Macau app

The Macau Government Tourist Office has launched an iOS app designed to complement four recently created walking tours that take visitors off the beaten tourist trail. 

Intended to be leisurely strolls, the shortest of the four walks takes approximately 90 minutes to complete while the longest takes approximately 130 minutes.

The tourist office is currently designing further walking tours, including an island tour, as well as an Android version of the app to be made available soon. 

Located 40 miles from Hong Kong, Macau is on China’s south coast and has a Portuguese-Chinese.

Visit : www.macautourism.gov.mo. Contact : Lucy Whitehead at  lucy@humewhitehead.co.uk. 

JetBlue flies to Hilton Head Golf Island, South Carolina

JetBlue is now flying from Boston and New York to Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport.

Hilton Head Golf Island itself is a collection of 28 premier golf courses with course designers including Pete Dye, Jack Nicklaus, Robert Trent Jones, Gary Player and Davis Love III represented. 

The region also features an unspoiled natural environment, luxury resorts and inns and Southern culture.

The Lowcountry Golf Course Owners Association, in conjunction with the Hilton Head Island-Bluffton Visitor and Conventions Bureau and Chamber of Commerce, launched Hilton Head Golf Island to support the island’s thriving golf market through promotion of golf rounds and packages.

Visit : www.HiltonHeadGolfIsland.com. Contact : Glenn Gray at ggray@buffalocommunications.com. 

The Hudson’s Heritage Explorer Pass, UK

The Hudson’s Heritage Explorer Pass, operated by Hudson’s Media, is a one- off pass giving visitors free entry to 150 heritage attractions.

The attractions include a collection of heritage sites, specialist museums, independent historic houses across England.

Visit : www.hudsons-explorer.com. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at Tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk. 

The British Columbia Association of Travel Writers

The British Columbia Association of Travel Writers will hold its 2014 Symposium on Saturday, May 17, 2014 at the River Rock Casino Resort, Richmond B.C. Canada

The focus of the symposium will be the Taste of Travel: Fulfilling the Appetite for Culinary Content & Food And Drink Photography

The keynote speaker is Lauren Mowery, a wine, coffee, and tea writer from New York City who is a contributor to Fodor’s and the Village Voice. 

Visit : www.bcatw.org/bcatw2014. Contact : Contact: Mari Kane at  info@passionatetravel.com.

	Leads


Liberty Trails, Dartmoor, UK

Liberty Trails specialises in providing a range of horse riding and other experiences within the UK's Dartmoor National Park.

The company is striving to put Dartmoor on the map as one of the premier destinations for horse riding, adventure activities and fine dining and has been helped by part funding from the Dartmoor National Park, Dartmoor Partnership and West Devon Borough Council through the EU.

Liberty Trails has five very different horse riding packages that highlight the wild beauty of Dartmoor, with two of these offering alternative activities like vintage car tours, deer stalking, guided walking, archery and champagne balloon rides to enjoy.

Accommodation can be in a luxury cottage, with catering provided if required, or a hotel including the renowned Gidleigh Park.

In addition there are a number of other offerings which enable people to experience the best Dartmoor has to offer such as  galloping, golf and gourmets where one partner prefers to play golf while the other rides.

Visit :  www.libertytrails.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Johnson at lucyjohnsonpr@gmail.com. 

Pula, Croatia

Pula is the largest city within the Istrian peninsula, the most western point of the Republic of Croatia on the Adriatic coast. 

Pula is located on an unspoilt coastline and boasts many nearby beaches and coves, excellent for diving. There are local farmers markets and a quaint, cobbled Medieval old town.  

Dominating Pula, is The Arena, a fully preserved 1st century Roman amphitheatre.

Istria is home to two of Europe's biggest music festivals : 

Outlook, a drum & bass and dance festival (3-7 September), and 

Dimensions, underground electronic festival (27-31 September)

Istria itself is known for its white truffles, olive oil, Malvasia and Teran wines and seafood.

The Park Plaza Histria Pula

The Park Plaza Histria Pula has 368 guest rooms with private balconies offering sea views across the Adriatic Sea. 

Visit : www.istra.hr/en and www.parkplaza.com. Contact : prteam@pphe.com. 

Ceredigion Coast Path, Cardigan Bay, Wales

The Ceredigion Coast Path follows the coastline of Cardigan Bay on the west coast of Wales. 

It offers stunning scenery, picturesque villages and a wealth of wildlife - including the highest numbers of dolphin sightings in the UK.

The website for the 60 mile / 96km long trail contains downloadable maps which can help walkers to create your own selection of short walks.

Visit : www.ceredigioncoastpath.org.uk. Contact : Duncan Foulkes at duncan.foulkes@btinternet.com. 

Tanjong Jara Resort, Tenggol Island

Pulau Tenggol or Tenggol Island is an island off the coast of Terengganu, Malaysia, which is less than three kilometres long and two kilometres wide

It is the last island in a string that include Pulau Perhentian and Pulau Redang. It is connected by ferry to Dungun on the mainland.

The Tanjong Jara Resort is located in Terengganu Marine Park and provides access to over 20 diving and snorkelling sites.

Visit : www.tanjongjararesort.com. Contact : Lallie Fraser at lallie@grifcopr.com. 

The new Mary Rose Museum, Portsmouth UK

The new Mary Rose Museum, which opened in May 2013 at Portsmouth Historic Dockyard has won the Civic Trust Award and the Michael Middleton Special Award, awarded to a restoration project or new build within a conservation area.

The Mary Rose Museum houses the hull of the Mary Rose warship, commissioned by Henry VIII in 1510, as well as many thousands of the artefacts that were retrieved from the Solent’s seabed 437 years after she sank. 

The original hull is contained within a carefully controlled environment alongside a virtual port-side hull created on three levels exhibiting the largest hoard of Tudor artefacts in the world. 

The ship, Henry VIII’s favourite warship, was constructed in Portsmouth in 1510, not far from its current location of No.3 Dock in Portsmouth’s Naval Base. 

It tragically sank in the Battle of the Solent against the French in 1545, where only 35 of over 500 crew were known to survive. 

In 1982 she was brought to the surface after 400 years on the sea bed and has been undergoing extensive conservation ever since.

Visit : www.maryrose.org. Contact : Claire Owen at muse@gongmuse.com. 

Oregon Wine Adventures

The Travel Channel International is showing " Jeni and Olly's West Coast Wine Adventure", a four-part television series showcasing Portland, the Willamette Valley and Southern Oregon.

The series encourages viewers to experience the cuisine of the area with its world-class wine, locally-grown food and tasty adventures.

Visit : www.traveloregon.com. Contact : Lisa Chamberlain at Lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com. 

In The Saddle Unearths - the Mysteries Of Morocco

In The Saddle, which provides riding holidays on six continents, has introduced rides in Morocco.

Horseback vacations in Morocco offers an insight into the unique culture which has Berber, Arab, African and European influences.

Rides can takein the sands of the Sahara with its date palm oases and Berber communities, to the High Atlas mountains, in the middle of the country, where riders get the chance to view peaks rising to over 4,000m and ride through woodlands of pine, oak and cedar. 

Visit : www.inthesaddle.com. Contact : Lauren Barber﻿ at lauren@g-gee.com. 

Blair Castle and Gardens, Perthshire, Scotland

Blair Castle near the village of Blair Atholl in Perthshire is the ancestral home of the Clan Murray.

The castle is a category A listed building with its gardens and grounds included in the Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes in Scotland, the national listing of significant gardens.

New Blair Castle Family at War Exhibition April 2014

To commemorate the centenary of WWI and Scotland's Year of Homecoming, a new exhibition charting the involvement of the 7th Duke of Atholl and his family in the war has been added to the castle tour.

It explains how the Duke's sons were sent off to battle with the eldest son, future 8th Duke, commanding the Scottish Horse Regiment; Lord George of the Black Watch being posted missing in 1914 and Lord James of the Cameron Highlanders, being taken prisoner in Germany. 

The exhibition includes letters, photos and documents of the Duke's sons; a section on the ballroom as a hospital and information about the fundraising effort for the National War Memorial. 

Visit : www.blair-castle.co.uk. Contact : Kate at kateh@blair-castle-co.ccsend.com. 

Travel Indochina

Asia specialist Travel Indochina is launch river cruises and a collection of exclusive charters along the Irrawaddy and Ganges for 2014-16.

Launching in September 2014, the Irrawaddy Explorer will sail on Burma’s Irrawaddy River. 

Inspired by Burma’s rich British-colonial era, the vessel will offer 28 suites with floor-to-ceiling glass doors that open onto private balconies for panoramic views of the river.

The new Ganges Voyager I will launch in January 2015 will offer 28 spacious suites with private balconies.

Travel Indochina offers cruises in Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, Burma, China and Tibet, India, Japan, Bhutan, Mongolia and Sri Lanka. 

The company limits its group size to a maximum of 16 people. 

Visit: www.travelindochina.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Habicht at sarah@humewhitehead.co.uk. 

Lalibela Game Reserve, South Africa

Lalibela is a Big 5 game reserve on the Eastern Cape coast of South Africa, 90km east of Port Elizabeth.

 In addition to lion, rhino, elephant, leopard & buffalo, the 7 500 ha reserve is home to other predators such as cheetah, hyena, jackal and lynx, as well as numerous plains animals including giraffe, zebra, warthog, impala, wildebeest, blesbok and various other antelope species. 

Overlooking indigenous bush and watering holes, accommodation is in a luxury tented camp and cosy safari lodges. 

The reserve is known for its relaxed informality and warm hospitality, with buffet meals enjoyed at communal tables or under the stars in an outside dining boma.

Visit : www.lalibela.net. Contact : Gail Davis at webadmin@lalibela.co.za.

Hiking the Dolomites, Italy

Dolomite Mountains Ltd, Italy’s active guided mountain travel company, will lead three scheduled departures and arrange custom tours that retrace impressions made in World War I (WWI) on the formidable collection of mountain peaks known as the Dolomites.

Visit : www.dolomitemountains.com. Contact : Alexia Nestora at alexia@lassocommunications.com. 

Aurora Expeditions' New Kimberley Wilderness Walk, Western Australia

Expedition cruise company, Aurora Expeditions, is inviting guests to take part in a special mission in the Kimberley to uncover a lost historical track once used by early missionaries nearly 100 hundred years ago. 

The search will take part on a dedicated, 9.5 kilometre,'Wilderness Walk', a highlight on the company's 2014 Kimberley Coast cruise itinerary.

The lost track, dubbed the 'Three Mile Road' was built in 1916 to assist with the relocation of a Presbyterian Aboriginal mission to a site named Kunmunya. 

Used to transport building materials by donkey cart and enable regular incoming supplies, the road linked a landing site at Nhorgor Inlet along the Kimberley coastline with the Kunmunya site in the south-east.

Visit www.auroraexpeditions.com.au. Contact : Emma Savage at emma@auroraexpeditions.com.au. 

Amazona Zoo, Cromer, Norfolk UK

Amazona Zoo in Cromer is a 15 acre home to over 200 tropical animals, including jaguars, monkeys, snakes, flamingos and tapirs.

The zoo is committed to helping visitors discover nature and provide education on conservation issues 

Visit : www.amazonazoo.co.uk. contact Danielle Howard at danielle@junglepr.com. 

The Gambia, Africa

Located on the West Coast of Africa, The Gambia is being promoted as an attractive alternative to destinations such as the Canary Islands, Cape Verde and Northern Africa. 

The country offers 80km the coastline with a variety of beach resorts and fishing villages.

The smallest country on mainland Africa, The Gambia also attracts visitors to its estuary and meandering waterways, a natural habitat to hippos and over 500 species of birds. 

River cruises are one of the most effective ways of exploring the country and offer visitors the chance to observe wildlife, explore the mangroves and visit river villages. 

Visit : www.visitthegambia.gm. Contact : Jo Hartley at joh@hillsbalfour.com. 

Vancouver in Spring, Canada

Spring is one of the best times of year to enjoy a city break in Vancouver; the days are warmer, the nights are longer and the city comes alive with colour at the peak of cherry blossom season. 
Each year, more than 40,000 cherry trees spring to life, decorating Vancouver’s streets and parks with a canopy of white and pink blossoms. 
The annual Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival (April 3 to 28) celebrates the sakura (cherry blossoms in Japanese) with traditional Japanese food, live music, events and workshops including Haiku readings and origami making.

Visit : and www.BritishColumbia.travel. Contact : Antonia Robinson at Antonia@goshpr.co.uk. 
	What’s on in 2014


Holkham Hall during the First World War, Norfolk UK

1 April to 31October 2014

Holkham Hall, ancestral home the Earl of Leicester, is staging a 2014 exhibition that will highlight the many poignant memories of the families experiences during the First World War.

Arthur Coke, grandfather of the present Earl of Leicester, spent his early service days in the Royal Navy before moving to the Horse Guards and seeing action in Flanders in the first Battle of Ypres which lasted for three months in 1914.

The exhibition will feature poignant extracts from letters that Arthur wrote at the front and which take the reader from the build up to war, his reaction to war once action starts and his very early realisation that the war in Europe was set to be a static war in the trenches. 

The exhibition will also feature details of Arthur’s two brothers, Tom and Roger, who were also involved in the First World War and the impact the war had on the family. 

Personal letters, archives, books, photographs and artefacts will all be on display and the exhibition will also aim to show the impact of the war for the families of over 90 Holkham men who are mentioned on the Roll of Honour.

Visit : www.holkham.co.uk. Contact : Mary Rudd at mail@maryruddpr.co.uk.

Dutch Design at the Paleis Het Loo, Apeldoorn, the Netherlands

To 29 June 2014

Paleis Het Loo is presenting the work of Dutch designers in five historic interiors of the palace in an exhibition entitled ‘Royal Showpieces, a royal encounter with Dutch design’.

Since the opening of Paleis Het Loo to the public in 1984 the forty interiors have reflected the way in which the royal family of the House of Orange lived in the palace over a period of three centuries. 

They acquired works, employed designers and acted as patrons of the art and crafts in Holland. Uniquole extrapolates this line through to 2014.

Visit : www.paleishetloo.nl.  Contact : Patricia Stanco at pstanco@holland.com. 

The Seabreeze Jazz Festival, Panama City Beach, Florida

23 to 27 April 2014

The 16th Seabreeze Jazz Festival, held on the beach, if one of the fastest growing Smooth Jazz Festivals in the USA.

Visit : www.seabreezejazzfestival.com and www.visitpanamacitybeach.com. Contact : Hannah Mulvey at hannah@goshpr.co.uk. 

Alkmaar Cheese Market, Noord Holland
April to September (annually)

Alkmaar in the province of Noord Holland in the north of the Netherlands is well known for its traditional cheese market, which is the number one tourist attraction in the city. 

Every Friday from 10:00, from April until September, visitors can watch cheese being traded in the same time-honoured way as it has been for centuries. 

This colourful and folkloric spectacle takes place on the Waagplein (‘weighing square’), where cheese has be traded 1365.

About 2,200 cheeses – 30,000 kilograms worth of cheese! – are lined up, waiting for the buyers. 

Visit : www.kaasmarkt.nl. Contact : Patricia Stanco at pstanco@holland.com. 

Arts in April, Napa Valley, CaIfornia

Arts in April 2014 is an annual celebration of the best Napa Valley art collections, art education, art and wine pairings and a number of art-themed festivities. 

Napa Valley Arts in April also features historic winery architecture tours and the performing arts. 

Participating wineries include :

	· Beaulieu Vineyard

· HALL Wines

· The Hess Collection

· Long Meadow Ranch Winery 

· Ma(i)sonry Napa Valley

· Peju Province Winery
	· Robert Mondavi Winery

· St. Supéry Estate 

· Vineyards and Winery

· Sterling Vineyards, and

· Viader Vineyards.




Visit : www.visitnapavalley.com/artsinapril.  Contact : Margaux Lushing at margaux@visitnapavalley.com. 

Memphis in May, Tennessee

Memphis in May is a month-long festival with major events each weekend such as the Beale Street Music Festival, the BBQ Festival and the Sunset Symphony on the banks of the Mississippi River. 

The Beale Street Music Festival takes place from the 2-4 May and is frequently included in top 20 U.S. festival lists. 

Visit : www.memphisinmay.com. Contact : Siobhan Burke at sburke@thebrandusa.co.uk. 

The Classic Car & Transport Show, Ragley, Warwickshire 

Sunday 25 & Monday 26 May 2014

The 22nd Classic Car & Transport Show will offer a display of over 600 vintage, classic, American, kit and custom cars as well as motorcycles and commercial vehicles.

There will be a special display of American cars on the grassed area leading up to the Hall on the Monday.  

In addition there will be club and trade stands and an Auto-jumble along with arena events.

Visit : www.transtarpromotions.com. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at Tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk. 

Atlanta Food and Wine Festival, Georgia

29 May to 1 June 2014

The Atlanta Food and Wine Festival sees chefs, sommeliers, beverage innovators involved in a range of events including the ‘Pig out party’ promising part oyster roast, part fish fry, part Florabama and the Conch Republic. 

This year’s event will also celebrate the female culinary experts of the South. 

Visit : www.atlfoodandwinefestival.com. Contact : Siobhan Burke at sburke@thebrandusa.co.uk. 

Hangout Music Fest, Alabama

May (annually)

The Hangout is a music festival that takes place on the beaches of Gulf Shores, Alabama each May. 

The 32 miles of white sand on Alabama’s Gulf Coast attracts over 35,000 music lovers for a beach party atmosphere featuring over 70 bands across six stages. 

Visit :. www.hangoutmusicfest.com. Contact : Siobhan Burke at sburke@thebrandusa.co.uk. 

BottleRock Napa Valley, California USA

30 May to 1 June 2014

BottleRock,  Napa Valley Napa’s premier annual music festival offers the very best in music, food and wine with 50 bands on four stages, dozens of top wineries from Napa Valley and beyond, and the very best eats from Napa Valley restaurants.

Visit : www.bottlerocknapavalley.com. Contact : Tom Fuller at tom@fullerandsander.com. 

The London Festival of Architecture

1 to 31 June 2014

The London Festival of Architecture, now in its 10th year, celebrates London as a global hub of architectural practice, discussion and debate. 

Taking place throughout June, this year's festival takes the theme of ‘capital’ and will take a broader examination of London’s role as a cultural capital and  the ways in which human, natural, social and digital capital shape London architecture and its public spaces.

The full programme of LFA events will be listed on the London Architecture Diary from May. 

Visit : www.londonarchitecturediary.com. Contact : Marta Bogna at marta@carocommunications.com. 

Red Rooster Festival and Rural Pastimes, Euston Hall, Suffolk UK

7 and 8 June 2014

The grounds of Euston Hall, Suffolk will stage the new Red Rooster festival on Saturday 7 June, with the long-established Rural Pastimes event taking place on Sunday 8 June. 

Embracing the sounds and lifestyle of the American Deep South, Red Rooster aims to become the premier boutique festival for Rhythm and Blues, Americana, Soul, Roots and Country music.

Rural Pastimes is the East of England’s leading countryside event featuring the Knights of the Damned jousting display, the air displays of Wildcat Aeronautics, the Heavy Horse Show, sheepdog trials and terrier racing.

There is also a vintage and classic car display featuring over 300 pristine cars from years gone by alongside motorcycles, tractors and engines. 

Visit : www.redrooster.org.uk. Contact : Karen Johnson at karen@orbitpr.net. 

Secret Solstice, Reykjavik, Iceland

20 to 22 June 2014

With 72-hours of daylight, an impressive line-up and a natural hot spring on site, 

Iceland's new music festival, Secret Solstice, will be held during 72-hours of daylight in Reykjavik the world's most northerly capital city.The weekend will feature 150 established and up-and-coming international acts from a range of genres.

Located in Laugardalur in central Reykjavik, the festival site will offer various outdoor and indoor stages as well as the largest thermal pool in Iceland.

Visit : www.secretsolstice.is. 

WOW air

WOW air, Iceland's only low-cost airline, flies to London, Paris, Berlin and Copenhagen from Reykjavik all year-round and offers additional winter and summer destinations.

Visit : www.wowair.co.uk﻿. 

Contact : Laura Jackson at teamwow@rooster.co.uk. 

St. Kitts Music Festival

26 to 28 June 2014

Beenie Man, will be one of the headline acts at the 18th annual St Kitts Music Festival. The musician from the heartland of Jamaica continues to be one of Dancehall’s most successful dancehall artists.

Throughout the three-night event, attendees will enjoy main stage performances, authentic West Indian cuisine and cultural and folkloric performances.

The St. Kitts Music Festival features a wide range of musical styles on the popular market, including R&B, Jazz, Hip-Hop, Reggae, Soca, Calypso, Gospel and Contemporary music. 

Located in the northern Leeward Islands of the Caribbean, St. Kitts offers a diverse tourism product developed from the destination’s natural beauty, cultural heritage and rich history.  

The island’s offering includes : 

· hiking through the tropical rainforest

· riding the region’s only scenic railway touring Brimstone Hill Fortress National Park, and 

· the only man-made UNESCO World Heritage Site in the Eastern Caribbean.

Visit : www.stkittsmusicfestival.com. Visit : Zarina McCulloch at zarina@talktoriver.com. 

Newcastle Pride, UK

18 to 20 July 2014

A North East English festival celebrating the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender community (LGBT) could attract up to 65,000 visitors after organisers announced it is tripling in size.

Newcastle Pride, now in its seventh year, annually attracts thousands of music lovers and members of the LGBT community from across the UK and further afield.

This year, to meet growing demand, it is being extended from one to three days – making it the biggest free event of its kind  to be held in the North East and the second largest in the UK. 

Newcastle Pride 2014 will be based primarily at the Town Moor, Newcastle, where live music will be staged across the three days.

Visit : www.northern-pride.com. Contact : Claire Buchan at claire@sortedpr.com.  

The 35th Warwick Folk Festival, Warwick UK

24 to 27 July 2014

The Warwick Folk Festival is an event for dedicated folk fans and music lovers who are discovering that ‘folk’ covers a wide range of tastes and styles including blues, rock, country and funk.

The programme includes over 130 events including concerts, ceilidhs, workshops, a crafts and music fair and the return of Panic Circus.

Visit : www.warwickfolkfestival.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at Tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk. 

STEPtember 2014, the Cambrian Mountains, Wales

STEPtember 2014 is a Cambrian Mountains partnership of 17 communities that are either geographically located in the Cambrian Mountains region or that are close enough to afford great views of this open expanse of high moorland and cairn-capped peaks.

STEPtember 2014 is 30 individual walks across the 30 days of the month that focus on the heritage of the region, historical events and characters, mining industry and local wildlife.

Visit : www.walkcambrianmountains.co.uk. Contact :Duncan Foulkes at duncan.foulkes@btinternet.com. 

	An Alliance feature : England’s annual social scene


Crabbie's  Grand National, Aintree Racecourse, Liverpool

5 April 2014

The Grand National is a National Hunt horse race held annually at Aintree Racecourse in Liverpool, England. 

First run officially in 1839, it is a handicap steeplechase over 4 miles 3½ furlongs with horses jumping 30 fences over two circuits.

The Grand National is the most valuable jump race in Europe, with a prize fund of £975,000 in 2013.It is followed by many thousands of people who do not normally watch or bet on horse racing at other times of the year.

The three day Aintree meet event attracts 154,000 people with an estimated 500 to 600 million people watching the Grand National itself on TV in over 140 countries

Visit : www.aintree.co.uk
160th Anniversary of the Boat Race, between Putney and Mortlake, London

6 April 2014

This year will see the 160th Boat Race between crews from the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. 

First raced in 1829, The Boat Race is one of the oldest sporting events in the world. 

Watched by thousands along the banks of The Tideway, between Putney and Mortlake in London, and by millions more on TV around the world, The Boat Race is a unique sporting event. 

To date, Cambridge leads the series with 81 victories to Oxford's 77, with one dead-heat in 1877. 

Visit : www.theboatrace.org.

200th Anniversary of Lords, London
Various fixtures May – July 2014

Located in St John’s Wood, north-west London, Lord's the spiritual home of Cricket.

Thomas Lord established his original eponymous cricket field at nearby Dorset Square in 1787. This year, Lord's will host two Test matches and a One Day International in 2014, with India and Sri Lanka both touring England. 

The Bicentenary of the Ground will also be celebrated with MCC's fixture against Rest of the World. 

Visit : www.lords.org.

80th Anniversary of Glyndebourne, East Sussex

17 May – 24 August 2014

Glyndebourne, the quintessentially English opera house, sits in the rolling green hills of East Sussex, surrounded by gardens and a lily pad-topped lake. 

Seventy performances are held during the annual Glyndebourne Festival between May and July.

Visit : www.glyndebourne.com.

Goodwood, West Sussex

June – September 2014

The Goodwood Estate stages  two motor racing events with the Festival of Speed (26 – 29 June 2014) and the Goodwood Revival (12 – 14 September 2014) which celebrate the golden age of motor racing.

Glorious Goodwood from late July to mid-August sees five days of fine horse racing - along with dining, champagne and elaborate ladies hats.

The Goodwood Hotel, is the estate’s four-star hotel with its 91 bedrooms and a luxurious spa.

Visit : www.goodwood.co.uk
Audi International Polo Series

Various locations June – September 2014

The Audi International Polo Series offers some of the world's greatest spectator polo. 

The highlight of the season will see two of polo's world powerhouses, England and Argentina, compete for the Coronation Cup at Windsor Great Park on 26 July 2014. 

Visit : www.hpa-polo.co.uk.

Investec Derby Festival (Epsom Derby), Epsom Downs Racecourse, Surrey

6 & 7 June 2014

The Investec Ladies' Day on Friday 6 June 2014, combines high style with some of the best flat races in the world. 

Elegant, fashionable racegoers gather for a classic day's racing at Epsom.

The Derby, taking place on Saturday 7 June 2014, dates back to 1780, and is still ranked the greatest flat race in the world.  

Visit : www.epsomdowns.co.uk
Summer Exhibition, Royal Academy of Arts, London
9 June – 17 August 2014

Held without interruption since 1769, the Summer Exhibition is the largest open submission exhibition in the world, displaying works in a variety of mediums and genres by emerging and established artists. 

The works are selected and hung by Royal Academicians and entry is open to all artists. In 2013, nearly seventy per cent of the exhibits were by non-Academicians, seventy thousand pounds’ worth of prizes were awarded and over five thousand works were sold.

Visit : www.royalacademy.org.uk
Royal Ascot, Berkshire

17 – 21 June 2014

Along with Wimbledon and the Henley Royal Regatta, this has to be one of the most quintessentially English sporting days out. It’s probably also the poshest. 

Dating back to 1711, this five-day race meeting is steeped in tradition – with a strict dress code for those able to get access to the Royal Enclosure. 

For the gents this means morning suits, while ladies are encouraged to go all out with glamorous dresses and ostentatious hats.

Visit : www.ascot.co.uk.

Wimbledon, London
23 June – 6 July 2014

Late June sees a fortnight of world-class tennis played out in South West London on 19 grass courts.

Visit : www.wimbledon.com
175th Anniversary of the Henley Royal Regatta, Henley on Thames, Oxfordshire

2 July – 6 July 2014

Every first weekend of July, a mixture of rowers and socialites gather on the banks of the River Thames in Berkshire for five days of racing. 

In all there are 19 Cups to be won, with teams travelling from across the world to compete. 

Now in its 175th year, Henley is steeped in tradition, having been an established part of the social calendar since 1839. 

And while the Regatta is in full swing, Henley Festival offers five days of art, fine dining and big name acts performing on a floating stage.

Visit :,www.hrr.co.uk and www.henley-festival.co.uk.

BBC proms, various locations

18 July – 13 September 2014

The BBC Proms is one of the world’s greatest classical music festivals, with the finest musicians performing everything from classical and opera, to jazz and modern experimental works. 

The Royal Albert Hall is the heart of proms, holding the majority of concerts.

This includes the raucous Last Night, which spills out onto Hyde Park with many thousands of people armed with flags and picnic hampers soaking up a mix of classical and modern sounds from high-profile orchestras and musicians. 

Visit : www.bbc.co.uk/proms.

Aberdeen Asset Management Cowes Week, Cowes, the Isle of Wight, UK

2 – 9 August 2014

Cowes Week is the world’s premier sailing regatta, with almost 1,000 yachts and 8,000 competitors taking part in some top-class sailing. Sailing takes place on the Solent (the area of water between southern England and the Isle of Wight made tricky by strong double tides).

Cowes Week has a rich heritage and attracts a wide range of competitors from amateurs to Olympic and World champions. 

Visit : www.cowes.co.uk.

Visit :  www.visitengland.com. Contact  : Mark McCulloch at Mark.McCulloch@visitengland.org. 

	Reasons to write about


Yukon, Canada - midnight sun

Yukon is the land of the midnight sun with the best time to visit between May and August. 

Life flourishes under hours of intense sunlight as the land hosts millions of migratory birds and explodes in wildflower blooms. 

On summer solstice, 21 June the sun doesn't set at the Arctic Circle—the further north one travels, the higher the sun and the longer the season of the midnight sun. 

All over the Yukon, summer is a time of festivals and outdoor activities.

There is also the chance to take the road trip at the height of the northern summer and see Yukon’s memorable places by connecting the North Klondike, Top of the World, and Alaska highways. 

Situated in the upper Northwest corner of Canada, next to Alaska, the Yukon is Canada’s most accessible northern destination.  

Home to Canada’s highest mountain (Mount Logan) and one of the largest non-polar icefields located in Kluane National Park - a UNESCO World Heritage site - breathtaking doesn't describe the vastness, or the beauty! 

Visit :  www.travelyukon.com. Contact : Lisa Chamberlain at Lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com.
The Birthplace of Country Music Museum, Virginia

The Birthplace of Country Music Museum opens in August 2014 in Bristol, Virginia, known for being the location that spawned the country music movement.
 
The museum celebrates the roots of old time, country and bluegrass music, and has displays and memorabilia honouring music pioneers like The Carter Family, Jimmie Rodgers, Tennessee Ernie Ford and Kenny Chesney.
 
In 1927, Ralph Peer from the Victor Talking Machine Company travelled to Bristol on the advice of recording artist Ernest “Pop” Stoneman.  

During his stay in Bristol, Peer recorded 76 songs by 19 artists in one of the most significant field recordings of early country music. 
 
These historic “Bristol Sessions” launched the careers of the Carter Family, Jimmie Rodgers, the Stoneman Family, and other pioneers of the modern country music movement. 

In 1998, the U.S. Congress officially recognized Bristol as the official Birthplace of Country Music.
 
This centre, which will have its own radio station and a 100-seat theatre for live performances, will be housed in a 24,000 square foot facility. Annual events and festivals that celebrate downtown Bristol’s southern hospitality are scheduled for the summer months. 

Food City Race nights occur twice a year and attract 50,000 people to downtown Bristol as part of the race weekend in  August. 

Live entertainment, food and races are held in conjunction with NASCAR, at the Bristol Motor Speedway, which has one of the largest spectator facilities in the world.
 
Bristol is located along The Crooked Road, Virginia’s Heritage Music Trail, a driving route through the Appalachian Mountains that links musical venues showcasing old time, country and bluegrass music.  

Visit : www.thecrookedroad.org, www.visitbristoltnva.org and www.CapitalRegionUSA.co.uk.Contact :  Jo Thomas at jo.thomas@kbctravelgroup.com. 

Wild Jordan

Wild Jordan, a division of the Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature (RSCN) in Jordan, is celebrating 20 years of eco-tourism and socio-economic projects across the country.
 
Situated in the heart of the Arabian Desert, the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan is held up as the safest in all of the Middle East.  From the hustle and bustle of the capital Amman to southern desert, Jordan is of great biblical, historical and cultural significance.

Its landmarks include the views from Mount Nebo, the therapeutic waters of the Dead Sea, and Wadi Rum – a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Wild Jordan is responsible for projects which support the rural communities living around RSCN’s nature reserves and have created hundreds of jobs via eco-tourism projects including :
 
Dana Guesthouse, Dana Nature Reserve

Sitting at the edge of a traditional stone village, high on the cliffs overlooking the Dana nature reserve in the southern Rift Valley, the Dana Guesthouse is run by Bedouin and offers nine rooms – many with views over the Wadi Dana. 

Guests can enjoy guided tours of the reserve from the local Bedouin where they point out a huge array of plants, birds of prey and the site of 5,000 year-old copper mines.

Visit : www.rscn.org.jo

Feynan Ecolodge

The Feynan Lodge lies in the heart of the mountainous Dana Biosphere Reserve in Wadi Feynan. 

The 26-room solar-powered lodge offers the most developed eco-experience in Jordan. Guests can sip mint tea with the native Bedouin or spend a day with a shepherd.  The panoramic rooftop terrace offers a 360 degree view of the desert reserve by day and a vista of stars by night.

Visit : www.feynan.com.

Azraq Lodge

This former 1940s British field hospital has been restored into a lodge, decorated with period trunks, black and white photographs of Bedouin, plus a 1956 Land Rover. The barracks contain bedrooms with flagstone floors and cacti-studded desert views.

Visit : www.rscn.org.jo.
 
Visit : www.visitjordan.com. Contact : Jenny Groutage at jenny.groutage@brightergroup.com.

New England food tours
New England is a region offering a wide range of food tours, some focusing on specific types of produce, others on the ethnic traditions behind local culinary spots.  

Boston, Massachusetts  

Michele Topor was one of America’s first food guides.  Resident in Boston’s North End for more than 40 years and designed her ‘North End Market Tour’ to help visitors appreciate the traditions of the city’s de facto Little Italy district.  

On the tour visitors learn more about America’s oldest Italian community and how its classic dishes have been adapted to a new country.

Visit : www.bostonfoodtours.com/north-end.

New Haven, Connectict 

New Haven, New England’s sixth-largest city is located on the shore of Long Island Sound and has become a gourmet getaway for many New Yorkers.  

Historian Colin M. Caplan leads a range of culinary walking tours such as the ‘On 9’ Tour.  

Based around the city’s Ninth Square, participants get an introduction to local produce at the co-operative Elm City Market before  some heading to a number of different local eateries to experience amazing Italian, Indian and Malaysia food tastings paired with wine, beer and cocktails.  

Visit : www.tasteofnewhaven.com.

Bar Harbour, Maine 

The town of Bar Harbor is perhaps best known as the gateway to the Acadia National Park, but it’s also among Maine’s top food hotspots.  

On a ‘Savor Bar Harbor’ those taking the Maine Foodie Tours, walking tours, visit seven different local establishments renowned for their unique offerings.  

It's the chance to sample Maine mini-lobster rolls and lobster bisque, as well as artisan cheeses, home-made blueberry muffins, and farm ice cream.

Maine Foodie Tours, who also run dedicated food tours in Kennebunkport and Portland.

Visit : www.mainefoodietours.com.

Seaport, New Hampshire : 

The seaport of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, has one of the highest concentrations of restaurants per capita in the whole of the US.

Portsmouth Eats offers a ‘Best of Portsmouth’ walking and tasting tour that visits five top local establishments, where participants meet with the owner or chef to learn more about the history and inspiration behind their success.  

Visit : www.portsmouth-eats.com
Providence, Rhode Island

Rhody Food Tours’ new ‘Immigrant Cuisines of Providence’ tour takes visitors to four immigrant-owned restaurants, where they will meet the owners and learn more about the ingredients and cooking methods used in authentic Japanese, Bolivian, Mexican and Indian dishes.

Burlington, Vermont

In Burlington, local food and wine expert Chris Howell hosts a range of driving tours including a ‘Vermont Farm Tour’ which explores the connection between taste and place.  

Over the course of a day participants visit three different farms, enjoying tastings of local bread, cheese, vegetables and wine.

Visit : www.vermontfarmtours.com.

Visit : www.discovernewengland.co.uk. Contact : David Ezra at David.Ezra@kbc-pr.com. 

England’s Hall of Fame

Since launching it's campaign to establish England’s Hall of Fame, VisitEngland has laid claim to a number of things closely associated with other countries including : 

Haggis

Haggis – a mix of sheep or calf offal, suet, oatmeal and seasoning – is traditionally celebrated as the national dish of Scotland. 

However, the first known written recipe for a haggis-like dish of offal and herbs actually originated from Lancashire in northwest England. 

This recipe for a dish called ‘hagese' was included in the verse cookbook Liber Cure Cocorum, back in 1430.

Champagne

The French have long fought to ensure that only sparkling wine from a particular region of France is called Champagne. 

But it was Christopher Merret, a scientist and physician from Gloucestershire, who first recorded the recipe.

In 1662, Merret presented the Royal Society with a paper on how sugar and molasses could be added to wine to give it a ‘brisk and sparkling’ quality. 
 
Baseball 

It’s hailed as the United States’ national sport, yet historians believe that baseball evolved from one of our most popular children’s summer sports… rounders! 

Records show that some form of the bat-and-ball game was being played in England by the mid-1700s, some 40 years before it was adopted by the States. 

There is a reference in Jane Austen’s Northanger Abbey, written in 1778, where her heroine, Catherine Morland, prefers ‘cricket, base-ball, riding on horseback, and running about the country, to books.’
 
The modern Olympic Games

The modern Olympics Games were born not in Athens but in the tiny medieval village of Much Wenlock in Shropshire, where, in 1850, the first Wenlock Olympic Games took place. 

Encouraged by their success, the English surgeon and educationalist, William Penny Brookes, founded the Wenlock Olympian Society in 1860 and later, in 1865, the National Olympian Association, which organised the first national Olympics a year later in London. 

Apparently, when Baron Pierre de Coubertin visited England in 1890 he was so impressed with Brookes’ efforts that he returned to Paris with visions of an international Olympic Games. 
 
Visit : www.englandshalloffame.com. Contact : Mark Anthony McCulloch at 
Mark.McCulloch@visitengland.org. 


	A place to stay 


Ballygally Castle, Ireland
Ballygally Castle, located on the Causeway Coastal Route, reopens in April after a major refurbishment.

Ballygally Castle is just 45 minutes from the Giants Causeway & Bushmills Distillery, Ireland’s oldest working distillery. 
Visit : www.rebuildingballygallycastle.com. Contact : Jonathan Williams at jonathan@ophirpr.co.uk
New Pullman Hotels 

The Pullman hotel network expanded at an unprecedented pace in 2012 and 2013, with properties opened in London, Brussels, Bangkok, Jakarta and Sydney. 

In Asia, the brand opened 15 including :

· the Pullman Kuala Lumpur Bangsar (Malaysia) 

· the Pullman Saigon Centre and Pullman Danang Beach Resort (Vietnam)

· the Pullman Phuket Arcadia (Thailand), and 

· the Pullman Shanghai South

Visit : www.pullmanhotels.com. Contact : Melissa Levine at Melissa.Levine@accor.com. 

Blue Haven Resort, Turks and Caicos

The Blue Haven Resort and Marina, which opened in December 2013 is a premier adventure resort in Turks and Caicos Islands.

The waterfront resort is located just minutes away by boat from the world’s third largest barrier reef.  The resort also has its own marina.  

Other resort amenities include a spa, complimentary 24-hour fitness center, oceanfront infinity pool with swim-up bar and a stretch of serviced white sand beach.  

Visit : www.bluehaventci.com. Contact : Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widness-co-pr.com. 

Highlands Country House, Cape Town, South Africa

Highlands Country House, which is located in Cape Town’s southern suburbs,  was built in 1900.

Highlands’ enjoys close proximity to attractions including Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens and the Wine Farms in Constantia Valley.

The beaches and Cape Town itself are a 20 minutes drive away. 

Visit : www.highlands.co.za. Contact : Carole Armstrong-Hooper at carole@highlands.co.za. 

The Mayflower Grace, Washington, Connecticut

Grace Hotels has opened the Mayflower Grace, a 30-room property that has been granted both Forbes five-star and AAA five-diamond status. 

Visit : www.gracehotels.com/mayflower. Contact : Siobhan Burke at sburke@thebrandusa.co.uk. 

The Marbella Beach Hotel Corfu, Greece

The Marbella Beach Hotel Corfu is staging “Trip2Taste Festival” between 13 and 15 June 2014 that will encompass Greek cooking classes, a special grey mullet botarga tasting, Olive oil tasting, wine sampling and a Greek coffee making course.

The hotel is also sponsoring the Classic Yacht Race 2014 over the same weekend.

Visit : www.marbella.gr soon. contact : Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@ophirpr.co.uk. 

Coombe Abbey, Warwickshire

Coombe Abbey country house hotel, just outside Coventry, has been named as one of the country’s 10 most surprising stays by travel website Booking.com.

Coombe Abbey, which was built as a Cistercian Abbey in 1150AD, was also commended for its distinctive events programme, which includes regular murder mystery evenings and ghost hunts.

Visit : www.coombeabbey.com. Contact : Claire Buchan at claire@sortedpr.com. 

Aussie Farmstay & Bush Adventures 

Aussie Farmstay & Bush Adventures offers guests the chance to stay with a farm family in the bush while introducing them to this country’s historic, culture.

This stay introduces guests to genuine Australian bush characters while experiencing an authentic Australian country lifestyle. 

Guests eat traditional Aussie bush tucker (foods such as fresh damper, Anzac biscuits, Bar-B-Qued lamb chops and kangaroo meat) and try their hands at Australian farm and bush crafts.

Visit : www.aussiebushadventures.com. Contact: Alexia Nestora at alexia@lassocommunications.com. 

The Asia Gardens Hotel & Thai Spa, Costa Blanca, Spain

The Asia Gardens Hotel & Thai Spa is to stage its inaugural Spring Golf Tournament at the Villaitana Levante Golf Course on 31 May 2014.

Set in the hills beside Asia Gardens with views of the Mediterranean, the Jack Nicklaus-designed Villaitana Levante is an 18-hole, par 72 Championship course. 

At 6,612 metres long with narrow fairways, strategically placed bunkers and well protected but receptive greens, the course promises an enjoyably challenging and strikingly picturesque experience for players of all levels.

Located 150 metres above sea level on the slopes of the Sierra Cortina, the Asia Gardens Hotel & Thai Spa combines contemporary luxury with the opulence of Indian and Thai palaces gone by.

The are over 160 different botanical species and rambling water features throughout the resort.

Visit : www.asiagardens.es/en. Contact : Ros Boycott at ros@masonrose.com. 

The Águamel Sintra boutique guest house, Sintra near Lisbon

The new Boutique Guest House Águamel Sintra has been started by Christina Valente in her family home dating back to 1885. A Unesco World Heritage site, Sintra is one of the oldest historical Portuguese towns.

Visit : www.AguamelSintra.com. Contact : Christina Mitchell at christina.mitchell@azurpr.com. 

Cheval Three Quays, London UK

The new Cheval Three Quays offers 97 serviced and 62 extended stay luxury apartments next to the Tower of London alongside the River Thames.

Cheval Three Quays is the latest development from luxury apartment specialists Cheval Residences, which already offers seven residences in London.

Visit : www.chevalresidences.com. Contact : Angela Maini at  angela.maini@fourbgb.com. 

White Pearl Resorts, Mozambique

The White Pearl Resorts is located within easy access of both the Kruger National Park and the game reserves of northern Zululand.

The resort offers some of the finest diving in Mozambique, horse-riding on the beach and the chance to swim with dolphins.

Visit :  www.whitepearlresorts.com. Contact : Suzanne Bayly-Coupe at info@classic-portfolio.com. 

Hobby related camping in the UK 

Outdoor accommodation specialist Pitchup.com has an extensive range of over 5,000 holiday parks and campsites, many of which are ideally suited for people who want to combine a break with their favourite pursuit.

Fishing : Loch Tay Highland Lodges, Perthshire, Scotland

Fishing enthusiasts can hire a boat on Loch Tay to catch trout or salmon to cook at camp later. The site can arrange fishing permits and accommodation is in a choice of cabins, wigwams and yurts. 

Visit : www.pitchup.com/campsites/-/fishing-nearby and www.pitchup.com/campsites/-/fishing. 

Cycling : West Stow Pods, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk

West Stow Pods are well situated for scenic cycle paths for long-distance bike routes around King’s Forest or Newmarket, as well as mountain biking around Thetford or Brandon Country Park. 

Visit : www.pitchup.com/campsites/-/cycle-hire.

Bird watching : Higher Moor Farm Campsite, Weymouth, Dorset

Higher Moor Farm Campsite is a short distance from the RSPB reserve Radipole Lake, which has regular events, family activities and a visitor centre. The site is home to many bird species including bittern, bearded tit, little egret, pochard and sedge warbler. 

There’s also the popular Studland Beach & Nature Reserve along the coast at Swanage where visitors can spot birds, wildlife and wild flowers and a mute swan colony at Abbotsbury Swannery.

Visit : www.pitchup.com/campsites/-/birdwatching.

Astronomy : PoSHHuts, Hexham, Northumberland

Northumberland National Park was awarded Dark Sky Park status in December 2013 and is now Europe's largest. Nearby Kielder Observatory has regular events for the astronomically inclined. 

PoSHHuts, Hexham, are posh shepherd’s huts offering a prime stargazing spot right outside the door. 

Visit : www.pitchup.com/campsites/England/North_East/Northumberland/Hexham/poshhuts/.

Walking : The Quiet Site, Penrith, Cumbria

The Quiet Site has pods and pitches with views of Ullswater, which is popular among hikers and walkers. The site is within easy reach of some of the Lake District’s most famous fells including Skiddaw, Helvelyn and Scafell Pike. 

Visit : www.pitchup.com/campsites/-/walkers-paradise.

Adrenaline/outdoor adventure : North Lodge, Pembrokeshire

The 186-mile Pembrokeshire Coastal Path has plenty to tempt adrenaline junkies, including walking and hiking, clifftop expeditions, golfing, sailing, windsurfing, coasteering, sea kayaking, sea fishing and horse riding. 

Visit : www.pitchup.com/campsites/-/walkers-paradise.

Pitchup.com is a free guide to all types of outdoor accommodation in the UK, Ireland and France.

Visit : www.pitchup.com. Contact : Cass Helstrip at Cass.helstrip@whitetigerpr.com. 

The Hotel Royal, Evian-les-Bains, France

The Hotel Royal will open early July 2014 following a major refurbishment.  

Known for its stunning Belle Epoque style and decadent interiors the major refurbishment will see a makeover that will provide the best of modern-day comfort with the traditional spirit of a place visited by famous personalities.   

Vist : www.evianresort.com. Contact : li Storrington at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

Island House Key West, Florida

The 34-room Island House Key West is the longest continuously operated gay guesthouse and a destination unto itself, with a poolside Café and Bar open 24/7, an on-site gym and spa area and two Jacuzzis.

The property celebrated its 35th anniversary in 2011.

Visit : www.IslandHouseKeyWest.com. Contact : Jeffrey Smead at marketing@islandhousekeywest.com. 

21 Broad, Nantucket New England

Lark Hotels will open 21 Broad, its second Nantucket property, in July 2014.

It will be a totally renovated 27-room boutique hotel, dating from 1876 and located a minute’s walk from the Steamship Authority and island restaurants.  

21 Broad will be Lark Hotels' seventh coastal New England boutique hotel 

Visit : www.larkhotels.com. Contact : Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widness-co-pr.com. 

The Sun Siyam Iru Fushi, Maldives

The new Sun Siyam Iru Fushi, which is located in the Noonu Atoll Maldives, has 221 luxury ocean-front villas, including 70 over-water bungalows, 11 bar and restaurant choices, a 20-room tropical spa, and range of activities and local explorations. 

Visit : www.thesunsiyam.com. Contact : Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@ophirpr.co.uk. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 


	In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.com  

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
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Providing key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Editor : Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com 

Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel writers, broadcasters and photographers

· Editor : 
commissioning editors

· Partner : 
travel and tourism industry organisations, or 

· Agency : 
agency representatives with travel or tourism clients
The Alliance press card 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with formal recognition of their status and standing – and a roving ambassador’s role - in the profession.

See Appendix one for the directory of opportunities for press card holders.
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The Alliance bulletin 
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
The Vivat Trust (UK)


The Vivat Trust is a charity and a UK building preservation trust, who restore dis-used historic buildings. After restoration the buildings open as unique and unusual holiday lets. The income from lettings ensure on-going maintenance of these buildings.

Visit : www.vivat-trust.org. Contact : Bronwyn Neal at bronwyn@vivat-trust.org. 

Mount Stuart, Isle of Bute, Scotland

One of the world’s great houses, Mount Stuart, ancestral home of the Marquess of Bute, is one of the most technologically advanced houses of its age and is arguably the finest piece of domestic Victorian architecture to emerge from Britain's Gothic Revival in the 19th Century. 
Set in 300 acres, the grounds are recognised as some of Europe's finest gardens and include a collection of both exotic and native flora spanning several gardens, each set against the dramatic backdrop of the Firth of Clyde. 
Spectacular interiors include the stunning White Marble Chapel and magnificent Marble Hall complete with kaleidoscopic stained glass.   
A Fine Art Collection and astounding architectural detail presents both stately opulence and unrivalled imagination.  
With something for all the family, this award winning visitor attraction offers excellent restaurant facilities, Gift Shop, way-marked walks, picnic areas, Adventure Play Area, a full events programme, contemporary visual arts exhibition and six self-catering properties.  
Visit : www.mountstuart.com. Contact : Kathryn McLaughlin at Kathryn@mountstuart.com.

Drayton Manor Theme Park, Staffordshire 

Drayton Manor Theme Park, near Tamworth, Staffordshire, is one of the UK’s leading attractions.

For adventure seekers there are adrenaline-inducing thrill rides, including Shockwave,  Europe’s only stand-up coaster, and drop-tower, Apocalypse which was voted UK’s scariest ride by Channel 5’s The Gadget Show. 
Air Race, an aero-thrill ride, launches in summer 2014, with banks, loops and weightlessness to test even the most experienced thrill seeker.

For the young there is Europe’s only Thomas Land™, featuring 21 rides and attractions based on the popular characters from the UK’s number one pre-school brand, Thomas & Friends™.

Drayton Manor also has 4D cinema and a 15-acre zoo with over 100 different animal species from around the world.

Visit : www.draytonmanor.co.uk. Contact : Lisa O'Keeffe at Lisa@gough.co.uk.

Birding Ecotours

Birding Ecotours provides small group and custom-made birding and wildlife tours worldwide. We donate a minimum of 10 % of profits to conservation and local communities


Visit : www.birdingecotours.co.za. Contact : Chris Lotz at info@birdingecotours.co.za.

Discover Walks 

Travel Company Discover Walks help visitors to discover major cities, with native-born guides on walking tours and authentic activities including ethnic cooking classes, photo tours, traditional sports.

Discover Walks activities are now available in Paris, San Francisco, Barcelona and Prague.


Visit : www.discoverwalks.com. Contact : Alexandre Gourevitch at alexg@discoverwalks.com. 


The Baden-Baden Convention & Visitors Office

The Baden-Baden Convention & Visitors Office is the on site partner for all travelling to Baden-Baden and the region and promotes the elegant spa town Baden-Baden within Germany and abroad.

 It provides hotels and sightseeing programs, special packages as well as tour guides and transport services. Furthermore it is responsible for the webpage www.baden-baden.com providing a whole spectrum of information for travellers and journalists. 

Furthermore it keeps information and pictures for journalists from all over the world and supports research on site.
Visit : www.baden-baden.com. Contact : Marie-Lena Kuttruff at mailto:kuttruff@baden-baden.com 
Dublin Tourism


Dublin Tourism is a state appointed, commercial agency with a strategic partnership of key stakeholders in tourism in the Dublin Region. 

Dublin Tourism’s principal mission is to enhance Dublin’s economy through tourism development and servicing by marketing the Dublin region on a world-wide basis as a premier destination for the business and leisure traveller. 

Visit : www.visitdublin.com. Contact : Áine Kavanagh at akavanagh@dublintourism.ie.

The Canadian Sport Tourism Alliance 

Created in November 2000 through a partnership with the Canadian Tourism Commission, CSTA has grown from 18 founding members to over 400 members including 142 municipalities, 200+ national and provincial sport organisations and a variety of product and service suppliers to the industry.  

Sport tourism is now the fastest growing segment of the tourism industry.

One of the CSTA’s key objectives is to market Canada internationally as a preferred sport tourism destination.  

Canada has a long and proud history of hosting international sport events including three Olympic Games , two Pan American Games, four Commonwealth Games and a variety of single sport world championships.

Visit : www.canadiansporttourism.com. Contact : Krista Benoit at kbenoit@canadiansporttourism.com. 

	News


The Schlitterbahn Kansas City Waterpark, Kansas

Verruckt, the world’s tallest, fastest, steepest water slide will opened at the Schlitterbahn Kansas City Waterpark, in Kansas City, in late May 2014.

Verruckt (which translates from German as 'Insane' in English) is approximately 17 storeys high and boasts a descent speed of 65mph following a 264 step climb. 

Visit :www.theverruckt.com. Contact : Siobhan Burke at sburke@thebrandusa.co.uk. 

ScotRail named UK’s best rail business

ScotRail has been awarded Rail Business of the Year and Train Operator of the Year in the 16th annual Rail Business Awards.
The Glasgow-based company also won the Sustainability Excellence category.

Visit : www.first group.com. Contact : Daniel Carden at daniel.carden@firstgroup.com. 

Signpost, UK

Signpost, the UK’s longest established hotel guide celebrates its 75th edition in 2014. 

The annual publication lists 100 of the finest hotels in Great Britain from luxury country house hotels to smart townhouse hotels with 21st century facilities.  

The guide also has over 350 colour images, detailed descriptions, special indexes by hotel facility,  colour route planning maps and hidden gems compiled by the editor of Hudson’s Historic Houses and Gardens guide.  

The Guide has been published annually since 1935 except during the war years from 1940 - 1945 when paper was scarce. 

Visit :  www.signpost.co.uk and www.hudsons.co.uk/shop. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall  at Tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk. 

Orlando becomes first US airport to install automated border control technology

Orlando International Airport is the first US airport to take advantage of this automated border control technology.

Travellers from the 37 visa waiver countries will be processed via these APC kiosks, with shorter, faster moving lines for immigration processing than in the traditional solo border agent scenario.

Anna Maria Island, Florida

Anna Maria Island has been voted third Best Island in America by TripAdvisor Travellers’ Choice Awards 2014. 

Located between St. Petersburg and Sarasota in the Gulf of Mexico, on Florida’s west coast, Anna Maria Island & Longboat Key, and their coastal companions, Bradenton and Lakewood Ranch, are known for their authentic Old Florida charm, scenery and eclectic dining.

Visit : www.bradentongulfislands.com. Contact : Antonia Robinson at antonia@goshpr.co.uk. 

Finnair and S7 Airlines launch codeshare

Finnair and fellow oneworld alliance member S7 Airlines have agreed to new codeshare arrangements.

From 26 April 2014, the Finnair code will be added to S7’s new service between Helsinki and Moscow’s Domodedovo International Airport, as well as to selected onward S7 services from Domodedovo to Novosibirsk, Kazan, Rostov-on-Don, Samara, Ufa and Yekaterinburg.

In return, S7 will add its flight code to selected Finnair services from St. Petersburg and Yekaturinburg to Helsinki, and to selected onward Finnair services to the Finnish cities of Joensuu, Kuopio, Oulu, Rovaniemi, Tampere, Turku and Vaasa.

About Finnair

Finnair is geared to providing fast connections between Europe and Asia via Helsinki. 

The airline, founded in 1923, carries more than eight million passengers annually and connects 13 cities in Asia with more than 50 destinations in Europe. 

The airline has won the World Airline Award for Best Airline Northern Europe for the past three years.

About S7

S7 Airlines has a large domestic route network within Russia, based on hubs in Moscow (Domodedovo) and Novosibirsk (Tolmachevo). 

It serves 114 routes in 25 countries across CIS, Europe, Middle East, Southeast Asia and the Asia-Pacific region. 

About oneworld

oneworld is an alliance of : 
	· airberlin

· American Airlines

· British Airways

· Cathay Pacific

· Finnair
	· Iberia

· Japan Airlines

· LAN

· Malaysia Airlines

· Qantas
	· Qatar Airways

· Royal Jordanian, and 

· S7 Airlines 




TAM and US Airways will join on 31 March 2014 and SriLankan Airlines soon after. 

Visit : www.finnair.com and www.oneworld.com. Contact : Sarah at finnair@treecommunications.co.uk. 

	Leads


Island Packer Cruises, Santa Barbara, California

Since 1968, Island Packer Cruises have been providing Southern California with transportation between the Ventura/Oxnard Harbors and the Channel Islands National Park & Marine Sanctuary. 

Three 145-capacity catamarans and one 80-passenger mono hull vessel provide half and whole day trips year round to the Anacapa and Santa Cruz Islands, with trips to the Santa Barbara, Santa Rosa and San Miguel Islands from mid-April through the fall months.

Marine Wildlife Cruises include sightings of sea lions, harbor seals and marine birdlife, along with the opportunity to view whales and dolphins during the channel crossing. 

Visit : www.islandpackers.com. Contact : Katie at katie@annflowerpr.com.  

Austin Adventures 

Austin Adventures has introduced a Hiking Adventures dossier of 13 trips to be enjoyed on foot in the Americas, Europe, Africa and Australia.

Among the new programs are mountain hiking adventures in the Canadian Rockies, Patagonia and Bavaria.

Other walking itineraries include : 
	· Arizona - Havasupai

· Peru - Salkantay Lodge to Lodge

· Montana/Wyoming - Yellowstone National Park 

· Utah - Hiking in Bryce and Zion,

· Costa Rica - Osa Peninsula & Savegre Cloud Forest 
	· Peru - Inca Trail Glamping 

· France - Walking in Provence 

· Australia - Hiking in Tasmania 

· Botswana - Okavango Delta to Kwando  

· Morocco - Atlas Mountains to Atlantic Coast   




Visit : www.austinadventures.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins at dave@travelnewssource.com. 

North Island, the Seychelles

North Island is one of Africa’s private islands, situated 30km from the main island of Mahé, Seychelles. 

Extremely isolated with only 11 spacious guest villas, North Island is known for its white beaches, filigree reefs and azure Indian Ocean.

It is also a sanctuary where natural habitats, long neglected, were rehabilitated so that endangered Seychelles fauna and flora can be reintroduced and given a place to grow and thrive.

Visit : www.north-island.com. Contact : Nadia Walford at nadia@grifcopr.com. 

Wilderness Collection 

The Wilderness Collection has a portfolio of destinations in Africa and its islands. 

All of the destinations share a philosophy of building environmental, social and financial equity and of raising global awareness around sustainability.

Visit : www.wilderness-collection.com. Contact : Nadia Walford at nadia@grifcopr.com. 

Napa Valley Arts in April, California

The art collections and homegrown artists of the Napa Valley are showcased in collaboration with more than two dozen of the region’s wineries throughout the month of April.

The fourth annual Napa Valley Arts in April is a month of art-focused festivities featuring a variety of work spanning medium and subject matter.

Visit : www.visitnapavalley.com/artsinapril.  Contact : Margaux Lushing at margaux@visitnapavalley.com. 
Boutique Breweries in South Australia

Boutique breweries are catching up with vineyards as the ‘must-do’ food and drink experience in South Australia.

Over the past few years there has been a growth in boutique breweries opening to visitors.

The Australian wine industry is one of the country’s greatest assets in terms of domestic and international export and popularity and the boutique beer business is hoping toachieve the same.

Visit : www.southaustralia.com. Contact : Jovanka Ristich at Jovanka@ipr-online.co.uk. 

Rembrandt at Buckland Abbey, Devon, UK

The world’s leading Rembrandt expert has confirmed the first ever Rembrandt in the National Trust’s collection of 13,500 paintings. 
The Dutch Master’s self portrait has been identified hanging on the walls of Buckland Abbey in Devon, the former home of Sir Francis Drake. 
For the last 40 years the painting’s provenance has been shrouded in mystery after Rembrandt specialist Horst Gerson and the Rembrandt Research Project (RRP) concluded that the portrait of Rembrandt was produced by one of Rembrandt’s pupils. 
After years of studying the Dutch Master’s style, and following a new investigation of the painting by the world’s leading Rembrandt expert – Ernst van de Wetering – the painting has been reattributed as being a self-portrait by Rembrandt himself. 
Visit : www.nationaltrust.org. Contact Jeannette Heard at jeannette.heard@nationaltrust.org.uk 

For A Cause (USA)
For A Cause organises week long cycling and walking vacations that raise money for non-profit organizations.   

Visit : www.rfac.org. Contact : Rob Webber at rwebber@rfac.org. 
In The Saddle Unearths - the Mysteries Of Morocco

  

In The Saddle, which provides riding holidays on six continents, has introduced rides in Morocco.

Horseback vacations in Morocco offers an insight into the unique culture which has Berber, Arab, African and European influences.

Rides can takein the sands of the Sahara with its date palm oases and Berber communities, to the High Atlas mountains, in the middle of the country, where riders get the chance to view peaks rising to over 4,000m and ride through woodlands of pine, oak and cedar. 

Visit : www.inthesaddle.com. Contact : Lauren Barber﻿ at lauren@g-gee.com. 

Lalibela Game Reserve, South Africa

Lalibela is a Big 5 game reserve on the Eastern Cape coast, 90km east of Port Elizabeth.

 In addition to lion, rhino, elephant, leopard & buffalo, the 7 500 ha reserve is home to other predators such as cheetah, hyena, jackal and lynx, as well as numerous plains animals including giraffe, zebra, warthog, impala, wildebeest, blesbok and various other antelope species. 

Visit : www.lalibela.net. Contact : Gail Davis at webadmin@lalibela.co.za. 

Eastern Mangroves Promenade, Abu Dhabi

The Eastern Mangroves Promenade, which has opened, is the new retail and lifestyle hub located within the Eastern Mangroves complex.

It has the five-star Eastern Mangroves Hotel and Spa by Anantara, along with a mix of restaurants, health & beauty and leisure outlets.

Visit : www.easternmangrovespromenade.ae. Contact : Contact : Joanna Agnew at Joanna@houseofcomms.com. 

	What’s on in 2014


The Budapest Spring Festival, Hungary

21 March to 6 April 2014

The 34th Budapest Spring Festival will be the biggest yet.

 

Over a two week period, Hungarian and international artists including musicians, singers, choirs, designers and dancers will perform classical music, opera, dance, theatre productions, ballet, contemporary dance and circus acts. 

Productions will be staged in the recently renovated Liszt Academy, the Palace of Arts, the Budapest Opera House, the Budapest Music Center, the Urania National Film Theatre and churches.

 

Visit : www.btf.hu/btf2014 and www.gotohungary.com. Contact : Karin Jones at media@gotohungary.co.uk. 

March events in Melbourne, Australia

Melbourne Food and Wine Festival

The Melbourne Food and Wine Festival brings together master classes and workshops, food trails and an ever-popular World’s Longest Lunch. 

Visit : www.melbournefoodandwine.com.au
Virgin Australia Melbourne Fashion Festival

17 - 23 March 2014

This consumer friendly celebration of local and international fashion takes place in venues throughout Melbourne with a line up of world-class runway shows featuring Australia’s established and emerging designers, beauty workshops, industry seminars and forums and live entertainment.

Visit :  www.vamff.com.au.

Ironman Asia-Pacific Championship Melbourne

23 March 2014

The Ironman Asia Pacific Championship returns to Melbourne for its third year this March. 

The world’s leading tri-athletes will battle it out over a 226km course between Frankston and Melbourne, finishing on the St Kilda foreshore. 

Visit : www.ironmanmelbourne.com.  

Melbourne International Comedy Festival

27 March to 21 April 2014

One of the three biggest comedy festivals in the world with a diverse line up of international and Australian comedy, cabaret, street performances, theatre and visual arts. 

Visit : www.comedyfestival.com.au. 
Visit : www.visitmelbourne.com. Contact : Rosie Beaumont-Thomas at rosie.beaumont-thomas@fourbgb.com. 

Warwick’s 1,100 Anniversary, UK

19 April 2014

Warwick’s 1,100 Anniversary will be celebrated in Warwick market square on Saturday 19 April.  

The celebration will take place with a procession led by St George on horseback through the streets of Warwick and there will be a medieval market.

Warwick Castle

In addition, the world’s largest bird of prey, the Andean Condor, will fly twice daily Flight of the Eagles bird show which incorporates multiple birds from the Castle’s collection.  

Visit www.shakespeares-england.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk. 

Memphis in May, Tennessee

Memphis in May is a month-long festival with major events each weekend such as the Beale Street Music Festival, the BBQ Festival and the Sunset Symphony on the banks of the Mississippi River. 

The Beale Street Music Festival takes place from the 2-4 May and is frequently included in top 20 U.S. festival lists. 

Visit : www.memphisinmay.com. Contact : Siobhan Burke at sburke@thebrandusa.co.uk.
Atlanta Food and Wine Festival, Georgia

29 May to 1 June 2014

 

The Atlanta Food and Wine Festival sees chefs, sommeliers, beverage innovators involved in a range of events including the ‘Pig out party’ promising part oyster roast, part fish fry, part Florabama and the Conch Republic. 

This year’s event will also celebrate the female culinary experts of the South. 

Visit : www.atlfoodandwinefestival.com. Contact : Siobhan Burke at sburke@thebrandusa.co.uk. 

Hangout Music Fest, Alabama

 

The Hangout is a music festival that takes place on the beaches of Gulf Shores, Alabama each May. 

The 32 miles of white sand on Alabama’s Gulf Coast attracts over 35,000 music lovers for a beach party atmosphere featuring over 70 bands across six stages. 

Visit :. www.hangoutmusicfest.com. Contact : Siobhan Burke at sburke@thebrandusa.co.uk. 

Secret Solstice, Reykjavik, Iceland

20 to 22 June 2014

With 72-hours of daylight, an impressive line-up and a natural hot spring on site, 

Iceland's new music festival, Secret Solstice, will be held during 72-hours of daylight in Reykjavik the world's most northerly capital city.

The weekend will feature 150 established and up-and-coming international acts from a range of genres.

Located in Laugardalur in central Reykjavik, the festival site will offer various outdoor and indoor stages as well as the largest thermal pool in Iceland.

Visit : www.secretsolstice.is. 
WOW air

WOW air, Iceland's only low-cost airline, flies to London, Paris, Berlin and Copenhagen from Reykjavik all year-round and offers additional winter and summer destinations.

Visit : www.wowair.co.uk﻿. 

Contact : Laura Jackson at teamwow@rooster.co.uk. 

Museums at Night, London UK

15 to 17 May 2014 

Explore arts, history and heritage after dark at museums across London.

Packed with special events, from treasure trails to pyjama parties, Museums at Night is an exciting opportunity to explore culture in a new light.

A large number of London museums take part in this nationwide initiative, giving visitors the chance to discover new exhibitions, see special presentations and engage in a range of fun activities.

Visit : www.culture24.org.uk//places-to-go/museums-at-night. Contact : Richard Moss at richard@culture24.org.uk.

Events at Blenheim Palace, Oxfordshire UK

Blenheim Palace is home to the 11th Duke and Duchess of Marlborough and the birthplace of Sir Winston Churchill. 
Surrounded by over 2,000 acres of ‘Capability’ Brown landscaped parkland and the Great Lake, the Palace was created a World Heritage Site in 1987.
Special events during 2014 include : 
	The Blenheim Palace Flower Show 

20 to 22nd June 2014

The CLA Game Fair


18 to 20 July 2014


Pre’50 American Auto Club Rally ‘The Rally of the Giants’

27 July 2014

Blenheim Jousting Tournament: ‘The Knights of Arkley’ including falconry displays 

1 to 3 August 2014
	Blenheim Palace Sportive and Family Cycling Day                                                                                      

17th August


Blenheim Palace Festival of Transport

24 and 25 August 2014

Blenheim Palace International Horse Trials
11 to 14 September 2014

Blenheim Palace Literary Festival

24 to  28 September 2014





Visit : www.blenheimpalace.com. Contact : Stephanie Hendley at shendley@blenheimpalace.com.

Events in Flanders

Expo 14-18, it’s our history, The Royal Museum of the Army and Military history, Brussels 
To 26 April 2015 

For the First World War Centenary commemorations :“14-18, it’s our history” is based on the collections of the Royal Army Museum.

Visit : www.expo14-18.be/en. Contact : Anita at anita@visitflanders.co.uk.

Art Brussels

24 to 27 April 2014

A total of 187 contemporary art galleries from all over the world  will be exhibiting here and will feature over 200 artists  including some that are  well-known as well as new coming talent.

Visit : www.artbrussels.com. Contact : Anita at anita@visitflanders.co.uk.

Comic Strip Festival, Mont des Arts, Place Royale, Place des Palais and main avenues, Brussels

5 to 7 September 2014

Brussels is hosting its annual comic strip festival, giving visitors the chance to see the city’s connection with favourite comic characters.

Brussels hosts a grand fireworks display and the Place Royale is transformed  into an moving comic scene with animation projected onto its facade. 

Visit : www.visitbrussels.be/bitc/BE_en/comics-festival.do. Contact : Anita at anita@visitflanders.co.uk.

Lightopia,  Ghent, Design Museum

Autumn 2014 to Spring 2015

Design Museum Ghent will present a light exhibition in cooperation with the Vitra Design Museum. The exhibition focuses on the changing role of light on our lives. 

Visit : www.designmuseumgent.be. Contact : Anita at anita@visitflanders.co.uk. 

Shakespeare 450 celebrations, Stratford-upon-Avon

26 and 27 April 2014

The birth of William Shakespeare 450 years ago will be celebrated in his home town of Stratford-upon-Avon with a weekend of activity.

The highlight will be a 1,000-strong grand Birthday Procession through the streets on Saturday 26 April.

​There will also be music, street entertainers, acting and theatre make-up workshops, tours of the Shakespeare houses and children’s parties.

The Royal Shakespeare Company will be running a range of free activities for all the family in and around its theatres on Saturday 26 April, including storytelling sessions, stage fighting workshops and the chance to see how fake scars and bruises are created.  

Visitors will also be able to enjoy music in the foyer areas, and, for 50p, cross the river on the ferry listening to RSC actors reading sonnets.

Visit : www.shakespearesbirthday.org.uk. Contact : John Wilson at John@newsline-pr.co.uk. 

The Festa Dei Ceri, Gubbio, Italy 

15 May 2014 (annually)

The Festa Dei Ceri (Race of the candles) is one of the oldest Italian folklore display.

The festival began as a solemn act of devotion on the part of the Eugubini towards their Bishop Ubaldo Baldassini which started in 1160, the year of his death. 

Since then, every 15 May, the eve of the day of mourning, the devotional offering to the patron Saint is a fixed appointment for the people of Gubbio who take part in a great mystical procession, carrying candles all around the town and up Mount Ingino.

Visit : www.ceri.it. Contact : Stefania Gatta at stefania.gatta@enit.it.

The 10th DC Jazz Festival, Washington DC

24 to 29 June 2014

The DC Jazz Festival offers a diverse selection of known and emerging artists performing in venues across the nation’s capital and attracts over 60,000 jazz lovers from around the world. The 2014 festival highlights include:

Jazz at the Hamilton Live  

24-29 June 2014

Co-presented by The Washington Post, this event features six nights of eclectic performances.

Jazz at the Riverfront 

27-29 June 2014

A three-day event where fans can enjoy jazz on the Capitol Riverfront overlooking the Anacostia River.

Jazz in the ‘Hoods 

24-29 June 2014 

This event features performances in 45 clubs, restaurants, museums and hotels around the city. 

Visit : www.dcjazzfest.org and www.CapitalRegionUSA.co.uk. Contact : Jo Thomas at 

jo.thomas@kbc-pr.com.

Montreal International Jazz Festival
26 June to 6 July 2014
The 35th Festival International de Jazz de Montréal (Montreal International Jazz Festival) which will take place from 26 June to 6 July 2014.

Journalists covering arts & culture or travel on a regular basis can apply for press accreditation to the event.
Visit : www.montrealjazzfest.com. Contact : Greg Kitzler at greg.kitzler@equipespectra.ca. 
The British Columbia Shellfish Festival, Vancouver, Canada

June (annually) 
During two days in June, the community of Comox, on Vancouver Island’s east coast, celebrate sustainably-harvested food from the sea. 

The largest of its kind in the province, the BC Shellfish Festival is two days of cooking demos by the region’s cutting-edge chefs, live beats and local entertainment, and select sea-worthy competitions. 

Visit : www.bcshellfishfestival.ca. Contact : roberta@bcsga.ca. 

And in 2015 

World Puppet Festival, Charleville Mezières, France

18 to 27 September 2015
This bi-annual event sees puppeteers and enthusiasts from all over the world flock to this vibrant, colourful festival.   

An extensive festival programme includes shows, photographic exhibitions, window displays, avant-garde performance art, and street entertainment in a carnival atmosphere where more than 30 countries are represented.  
The festival attracts 150,000 visitors.

Visit : www.festival-marionnette.com. Contact : myra@myra.fr
Welcome Aboard. Suitcases and travel bags from 1850 to present, 
Tassenmuseum, Amsterdam

12 March to 31 August 2014

The exhibition shows the history of travel and the development of suitcases and travel bags from 1850 to the present. 

Over the decades travel bags then changed from weatherproof trunks to lightweight carry-ons with wheels. 

Among other items in the exhibition, the museum is showing gigantic trunks for travel by coach and ship, as well as luxurious luggage sets from the 1950s and extravagant dressing cases containing silver brushes and crystal vials. 

Visit : www.tassenmuseum.nl/en. Contact : Patricia Stanco at pstanco@holland.com.  

	Reasons to write about


The Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Byway, Maryland USA

The Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Byway shares the stories of freedom seekers who risked their lives to escape slavery in the 1800s. 

While slavery still flourished in many states during the mid-1800s, thousands of enslaved people sought freedom along a secret network of meeting points, trails, waterways and sanctuaries. 

This was the Underground Railroad and Maryland, located on the border between North and South, played a prominent role.

Perhaps the Railroad’s most famous “conductor” was Harriet Tubman, born into slavery on Maryland’s Eastern Shore and called “The Moses of Her People.” 

After escaping slavery in 1849, Tubman returned 13 times over the course of a decade to guide about 70 people to freedom. She was also a Union spy during the Civil War and became active in the women’s suffrage movement.

The Tubman Underground Railroad  Byway meanders through the countryside connecting sites associated with Tubman’s early life and her later activity with the Underground Railroad. 

The byway has been recognised as one of the best driving tours in the nation by the Federal Highway Administration for its scenic beauty and significant history.

Visit : www.harriettubmanbyway.com and www.CapitalRegionUSA.co.uk. Contact : Lisa Cooper at lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com. 

Lithuania

Lithuania has been awarded the title of one of the World's Top Ten Ethical Destinations by the Ethical Traveler.

The accolade is in recognition of the country's strong environmental and human rights records while creating a thriving community based tourism industry. 

Lithuania's protected sites cover 15.3 per cent of the country, one third of Lithuanian territory is covered by forests. 

As well as approximately 6,000 lakes of natural origin in Lithuania, the country also has some of the largest underground fresh water reserves in the world. 

Lithuania (cont)
Lithuania's coastline has had Blue Flag status awarded to three of its beaches, Nida, Juodkrante and Birutes Parkas beach in the seaside town of Palanga. 

Vilnius, the capital city of Lithuania, is one of the greenest cities in the world and ranks 13th in the European Green City Index making it the best performing city in Eastern Europe. 

Vilnius has taken the initiative in several areas to improve policies and invest in environmental infrastructure, city bikes and park and ride options.

Visit: www.lithuania.travel/uk. Contact : Cindy Landlust at lithuania@representationplus.co.uk. 

The Invisible City, London 

The Invisible City, which opens this summer in London’s Regent’s Park will be one of 2014’s most unusual events.
Never-before-seen giant tree house pavilions will be erected in the park for public use. 
The artists Claudia Moseley & Edward Shuster, with the support of The Royal Parks, are using crowd funding to create this innovative public platform for art within nature. 

Via the initiative, members of the public can donate money towards the project in exchange for participation in it when launched.

Visit : www.kickstarter.com/projects/invisiblecity/the-invisible-city. Contact Karon Maskill karon@karonmaskill.com 

The waterways and seas of Europe

The Cruise Lines International Association is highlighting the waterways and seas of Europe to commemorate 100 years since the start of World War I and 70 years since the D-Day landings.

The waterways and seas of Europe provide a tranquil way to reflect on these times and an opportunity to visit the locations which were the setting for some of the 20th Century’s most significant events.

A selection of specially designed cruise itineraries and excursions for 2014 include : 

AmaWaterways

New Normandy Beaches excursion

The ‘D-Day Remembered’ excursion, from Caudebec-en-Caux, has been added as part of AmaWaterways’ summer 2014 programme of cruises on the River Seine.  

The excursion takes in the Gold and Juno beaches in the British and Canadian sector, visiting various monuments en-route such as the Canadian cemetery at Beny-sur-Mer and Pegasus Monument in Ranville. 

Visit : www.amawaterways.co.uk.

Azamara Club Cruises

‘Memories of WWII’ fly/cruise

This 11 night cruise aboard Azamara Journey departs from Lisbon and calls at St. Peter Port (Guernsey), Cherbourg (D-Day Landing Beaches), Honfleur, Boulogne-Sur-Mer, Dover and Amsterdam before arriving into Hamburg.  

Guests can also take ‘The North of France WWII experience’ excursion, with a visit to the national cemetery of Notre-Dame de Lorette and nearby museum.  

Visit : www.azamaraclubcruises.co.uk
Cruise & Maritime Voyages

Historic WWI areas & marking the D-Day landings

Cruise options stopping at the ports of Ghent, Zeebrugge, Antwerp in Belgium, and Honfleur in France, allow guests to visit key places in World War One history, including Ypres, where the main conflict took place, and the Menin Gate.  

There is also a special Anniversary Cruise departing from Bristol on 1st June, 2014 to commemorate the D-Day landings, taking in Normandy, Honfleur, Guernsey and Cherbourg.  www.cruiseandmaritime.tv
Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines

70th anniversary of D-Day 

The Braemar offers a commemorative cruise visiting Zeebrugge – Tyne Cot Cemetery and In Flanders Fields Museum; Portsmouth – stopping at Southsea seafront and the D-Day Museum; before moving onto Cherbourg and Le Havre, France – where guests can visit the Allied landing areas on the ‘Day of Remembrance’ on 6th June 2014.  

Dunkirk is the last port of call, where guests can visit the Battle of Dunkirk Museum.  

Visit : www.fredolsencruises.com.

River Cruise Line

Bruges, Ghent, Ypres & the Battlefields on the Dutch Waterways

The new itinerary aboard the mps Amsterdam includes an excursion to Tyne Cot Cemetery – the largest British war cemetery in the world, Sanctuary Wood – where visitors can explore a preserved trench system, and Ypres – stopping at the Menin Gate and In Flanders Fields Museum.  

Visit : www.rivercruiseline.co.uk.

Shearings

Three Battlefields itineraries 

The eight, nine or ten day itineraries allow passengers to cruise along Dutch and Belgian Waterways to discover the Battlefields of Holland and Belgium with visits to Ypres, including the Airbourne Museum and National Liberation Museum, Cologne and Antwerp.  

Visit : www.shearings.com.

Swan Hellenic

D-Day 70th Anniversary Cruise

This cruise crosses the Channel aboard the Minerva to Dunkirk, where guests will visit the Dunkirk beaches and museum.  

It also takes in Ypres – to visit the In Flanders Fields Museum and Tyne Cot Cemetery, Caen – for the Gold and Sword beaches and Arromanches D-Day Museum, and Cherbourg – to visit the American Utah and Omaha beaches and St Mere Eglise, one of the first towns to be liberated.  

On 6th June 2014, the 70th Anniversary of the D-Day landings, Minerva will cruise off the Normandy Beaches and hold a Service of Remembrance.  

Visit : www.swanhellenic.com
Tauck

Ypres

Guests travelling on the Belgium & Holland in Spring River Cruise can enjoy an exclusive dinner and evening in Ypres, inside the historic Cloth Hall within the In Flanders Fields Museum. There are nine departures throughout April 2014.

Visit : www.tauck.com
Titan Travel

Centenary Remembrance Tour, ‘Corners of a Foreign Field’

Expert guides take guests to the WWI Battlefields, memorials, landmarks and museums of Flanders, Artois and the Somme.  

Guests will visit iconic landmarks such as Vimy Ridge and Hell Fire Corner, and the preserved trenches in Newfoundland Park, as well as the memorial to The Last Fighting Tommy.  

Visit : www.titantravel.co.uk.

The Cruise Lines International Association

Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA) is the world's largest cruise industry trade association with representation in North and South America, Europe, Asia and Australasia. 

CLIA represents the interests of cruise lines, travel agents, port authorities and destinations, and various industry business partners before regulatory and legislative policy makers.

Visit : www.discovercruises.co.uk. Contact : Charlie Hampton at clia@bell-pottinger.co.uk. 
New England food tours

New England is a region offering a wide range of food tours, some focusing on specific types of produce, others on the ethnic traditions behind local culinary spots.  

Boston, Massachusetts  

Michele Topor was one of America’s first food guides.  Resident in Boston’s North End for more than 40 years and designed her ‘North End Market Tour’ to help visitors appreciate the traditions of the city’s de facto Little Italy district.  

On the tour visitors learn more about America’s oldest Italian community and how its classic dishes have been adapted to a new country.

Visit : www.bostonfoodtours.com/north-end.

New Haven, Connectict 

New Haven, New England’s sixth-largest city is located on the shore of Long Island Sound and has become a gourmet getaway for many New Yorkers.  

Historian Colin M. Caplan leads a range of culinary walking tours such as the ‘On 9’ Tour.  

Based around the city’s Ninth Square, participants get an introduction to local produce at the co-operative Elm City Market before  some heading to a number of different local eateries to experience amazing Italian, Indian and Malaysia food tastings paired with wine, beer and cocktails.  

Visit : www.tasteofnewhaven.com.

Bar Harbour, Maine 

The town of Bar Harbor is perhaps best known as the gateway to the Acadia National Park, but it’s also among Maine’s top food hotspots.  

On a ‘Savor Bar Harbor’ those taking the Maine Foodie Tours, walking tours, visit seven different local establishments renowned for their unique offerings.  

It's the chance to sample Maine mini-lobster rolls and lobster bisque, as well as artisan cheeses, home-made blueberry muffins, and farm ice cream. Maine Foodie Tours, who also run dedicated food tours in Kennebunkport and Portland.

Visit : www.mainefoodietours.com
Seaport, New Hampshire 
The seaport of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, has one of the highest concentrations of restaurants per capita in the whole of the US.

Portsmouth Eats offers a ‘Best of Portsmouth’ walking and tasting tour that visits five top local establishments, where participants meet with the owner or chef to learn more about the history and inspiration behind their success.  

Visit : www.portsmouth-eats.com
Providence, Rhode Island

Rhody Food Tours’ new ‘Immigrant Cuisines of Providence’ tour takes visitors to four immigrant-owned restaurants, where they will meet the owners and learn more about the ingredients and cooking methods used in authentic Japanese, Bolivian, Mexican and Indian dishes.

Burlington, Vermont

In Burlington, local food and wine expert Chris Howell hosts a range of driving tours including a ‘Vermont Farm Tour’ which explores the connection between taste and place.  

Over the course of a day participants visit three different farms, enjoying tastings of local bread, cheese, vegetables and wine.

Visit : www.vermontfarmtours.com.

Visit : www.discovernewengland.co.uk. Contact : David Ezra at David.Ezra@kbc-pr.com.
Hobby related camping 

Outdoor accommodation specialist Pitchup.com has an extensive range of over 5,000 holiday parks and campsites, many of which are ideally suited for people who want to combine a break with their favourite pursuit.

Fishing : Loch Tay Highland Lodges, Perthshire, Scotland

Fishing enthusiasts can hire a boat on Loch Tay to catch trout or salmon to cook at camp later. 

The site can arrange fishing permits and accommodation is in a choice of cabins, wigwams and yurts. 

Visit : www.pitchup.com/campsites/-/fishing-nearby and www.pitchup.com/campsites/-/fishing. 

Cycling : West Stow Pods, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk

West Stow Pods are well situated for scenic cycle paths for long-distance bike routes around King’s Forest or Newmarket, as well as mountain biking around Thetford or Brandon Country Park. 

Visit : www.pitchup.com/campsites/-/cycle-hire.

Bird watching : Higher Moor Farm Campsite, Weymouth, Dorset

Higher Moor Farm Campsite is a short distance from the RSPB reserve Radipole Lake, which has regular events, family activities and a visitor centre. 

The site is home to many bird species including bittern, bearded tit, little egret, pochard and sedge warbler. 

There’s also the popular Studland Beach & Nature Reserve along the coast at Swanage where visitors can spot birds, wildlife and wild flowers and a mute swan colony at Abbotsbury Swannery.

Visit : www.pitchup.com/campsites/-/birdwatching.

Astronomy : PoSHHuts, Hexham, Northumberland

Northumberland National Park was awarded Dark Sky Park status in December 2013 and is now Europe's largest. Nearby Kielder Observatory has regular events for the astronomically inclined. 

PoSHHuts, Hexham, are posh shepherd’s huts offering a prime stargazing spot right outside the door. 

Visit : www.pitchup.com/campsites/England/North_East/Northumberland/Hexham/poshhuts/
Walking : The Quiet Site, Penrith, Cumbria

The Quiet Site has pods and pitches with views of Ullswater, which is popular among hikers and walkers.  

The site is within easy reach of some of the Lake District’s most famous fells including Skiddaw, Helvelyn and Scafell Pike. 

Visit : www.pitchup.com/campsites/-/walkers-paradise.

Adrenaline/outdoor adventure : North Lodge, Pembrokeshire

The 186-mile Pembrokeshire Coastal Path has plenty to tempt adrenaline junkies, including walking and hiking, clifftop expeditions, golfing, sailing, windsurfing, coasteering, sea kayaking, sea fishing and horse riding. 

Visit : www.pitchup.com/campsites/-/walkers-paradise.

Pitchup.com is a free guide to all types of outdoor accommodation in the UK, Ireland and France.

Visit : www.pitchup.com. Contact : Cass Helstrip at Cass.helstrip@whitetigerpr.com. 

South Dakota

South Dakota has five national parks, monuments and memorials as well as 54 state parks and recreation areas that allow visitors to experience the natural beauty of the state.

 In the southeast, Lewis and Clark State Recreation Area features three campgrounds, biking trails, sandy beaches and the largest marina in South Dakota. 

Palisades State Park features 50-foot cliffs composed of 1.2 billion-year-old Sioux quartzite, walking trails, campgrounds and historical sites. 

Travellers to the northeast region of the state can visit Fort Sisseton Historical State Park, an area where history enthusiasts can take a guided tour and walk among 14 original buildings while adventurers explore the waters by canoe or kayak. 

The state capitol of Pierre is located just below the Oahe Dam, Farm Island State Recreation Area and Oahe Downstream State Recreation Area allowing visitors to take in the Missouri River. 

Nearby Lake Oahe offers world-class walleye fishing and outdoor recreation. 

The western region of the state takes in the Badlands National Park, the Black Hills National Forest, Mount Rushmore National Memorial and the Custer State Park, Crazy Horse Memorial, Wind Cave National Park and Jewel Cave National Monument. 

Visit : www.travelsd.com. Contact : Maureen Droz at maureen.droz@state.sd.us. 
Strange events in England UK
Coal Carrying , Ossett, West Yorkshire

Easter 

Held each year on Easter Monday, the World Coal Carrying Contest is a test of strength and stamina in which participants carry 50kg (men) or 20kg (women) of coal over a mile-long uphill course. The contest dates back to 1963.

Visit : www.gawthorpe.ndo.co.uk/coal.htm

 
The Olimpicks, Dover's Hill, near Chipping Campden, Gloucestershire

30 May 2014
Started by local barrister Captain Robert Dover in 1612, the annual Cotswold Olimpicks attracts thousands of spectators and features some well-known countryside games such as tug-of-war, obstacle races and wrestling as well as a few stranger events - including shin-kicking. 

The two contestants first fill their trouser legs with straw - to help reduce the pain – before holding one another’s arms and kicking each other wearing steel toe-capped boots. 

This year marks the Olimpicks’ 400th anniversary.

Visit : www.olimpickgames.co.uk

 

Cheese Rolling, Brockworth, Gloucestershire 
26 May 2014
This annual event involves daredevils hurling themselves down the steep, grassy slopes in pursuit of Double Gloucester cheeses. 

The race starts with the master of ceremonies rolling a 4kg Double Gloucester cheese down the hill. On the whistle, competitors run, roll and somersault down the hill after it.

While the Gloucestershire Cheese Rolling has a history dating back to at least the 1800s, health and safety concerns saw the event officially cancelled since 2010, creating local and international uproar from fans of the local tradition. 
But that hasn’t stopped loyal competitors taking to the hill, and thousands of spectators showing up, to create their own unofficial versions of the world-famous spectacular over the last four years.

And unless new organisers announce an official version of the event for 2014, Monday 26 May 2014 will see the fifth unofficial Gloucestershire Cheese Rolling in a row, with hordes of fearless contestants chasing a weighty 8lb Double Gloucester cheese (or plastic version, as was used in 2013) down a death-defyingly-steep hill.
Visit : www.cheese-rolling.co.uk
 

Toe Wrestling,  Fenny Bentley, Ashbourne, Kent

August  

Each August the Bentley Brook Inn in Derbyshire hosts the Ben & Jerry's World Toe Wrestling Championship. 

Competitors locked their big toes together, and attempted to force their opponent’s foot to the ground. The organisers applied (unsuccessfully) in 1997 for its inclusion in the Olympic Games. 

Visit : www.bentleybrookinn.co.uk.

Gravy Wrestling, the Rose & Bowl Inn, Bacup, Rossendale, Lancashire

25 August 2014
The World Gravy Wrestling Championships take place annually as part of the Pennine Lancashire Festival of Food & Culture.

Teams slide around in lukewarm gravy and attempt to wrestle on another to the ground. Team members win points for pinning the opposition down in the gravy.

www.worldgravywrestling.com  

The World Conker Championships, Ashton, near Oundle, Peterborough

12 October 2014
The World Conker Championships are held each year on the village green in Ashton, Peterborough and attract over 300 competitors attempting to become the King or Queen of Conkers. 

There are various categories for the knockout competition – ladies, men, teenagers and children. 

Visit : www.worldconkerchampionships.com
 

Contact: Natalie Ashworth at Natalie.Ashworth@visitengland.org.

	A place to stay 


The Royal Scotsman, UK

The Royal Scotsman, the UK’s only luxury sleeper train, has launched The Golf Tour; a five day journey exploring Scotland’s famed golf courses. 

Departing from Edinburgh, on 18 May and 22 September 2014, the train will travel through the Scottish Highlands, enabling olfers to tee off at three of the region’s most prestigious courses : 

· The Royal Dornoch, the most northerly of the UK’s championship courses

· Castle Stuart Golf Links, the host venue of the Scottish Open for the past three years, and 

· Cruden Bay Golf Club, designed by golfing legend Tom Morris. 

The Royal Scotsman is often referred to as ‘a country house on wheels’, and accommodates just 36 guests in Edwardian style carriages. 

Those on board sleep in en-suite cabins and enjoy a personal steward service throughout their stay.

Fine cuisine is created at every meal by the on board Michelin standard chef and  the observation car, with its open veranda and comfortable interior seating, provides viewing of the passing landmarks such as the Kyle of Lochalsh and Cairngorms National Park.

Visit : www.royalscotsman.com. Contact : Samantha Strawford at samantha.strawford@orient-express.com. 

Ritz Carlton, Kyoto, Japan

The Ritz Carlton, Kyoto luxury-urban resort has opened on the Kamogawa River, Nijho Ohashi, close to Kyoto’s downtown areas including Gion and Kawaramachi-dori, the city’s retail and entertainment district. 

The hotel’s guest rooms offer views of the river and the Higashiyama Mountains.

Visit : www.kyoto.travel. Contact Jessica Meins at jessicameins@mccluskey.co.uk.

Poruwa, Sri Lanka 

Poruwa, the traditional wedding ceremony believed to have existed in Sri Lanka since before the introduction of Buddhism, can now be celebrated at Centara Passikudah Resort & Spa in a wedding package that includes documentation, the ceremony, and a choice of wedding venues.

The resort, set on the beach at tranquil Passikudah Bay, also provides a wedding coordinator who will take care of all the arrangements.

Under the package, the ceremony takes place on the traditional Poruwa wooden platform, with the room being decorated in traditional style. Sri Lankan girls sing the blessings, a wedding cake is provided, and there is a bottle of sparkling wine for toasting the future of the happy couple.

Visit : www.avenuesales.co.uk. Contact : Sharan Bearman at sharanb@avenuesales.co.uk. 

Fort Young Hotel, Dominica

Fort Young Hotel, Dominica’s leading heritage hotel, is located overlooking the ocean on the outskirts of Roseau, the capital of this rugged island in the Eastern Caribbean. 

The Fort Young’s has 32 original Fort rooms coupled and 38 Oceanfront and Deluxe Oceanfront rooms, along with three suites.

About Dominica

Dominica, is promoted as the “Nature Island” due to its abundance of natural environment including 365 rivers, the second largest boiling lake in the world, volcanoes, mountains, waterfalls, hot springs and black and white sand beaches. 

Much of the island is protected under national parks, one of which has been given UNESCO World Heritage status. Dominica is a paradise for divers, hikers, birdwatchers and nature-lovers.

Visit : www.fortyounghotel.com. Contact: Stephanie Worth at Stephanie@adams-pr.com. 

The Setai, Miami Beach, Florida

The Setai, Miami Beach, voted in November 2013 as “Best Hotel in Miami” by readers of Condé Nast Traveler, will unveil its Ocean Suites at The Setai, Miami Beach in April 2014.

Comprised of one-, two- and three-bedroom suites, starting at 900 square feet, all Ocean Suites feature balconies with views of the Atlantic Ocean. 

Located at Collins Avenue and 20th Street, directly on Miami Beach, The Ocean Suites are situated among the luxury shopping, fine dining, cultural events and nightlife of Miami Beach.

Visit : www.thesetaihotel.com. Contact : Claire Mans at claire@masonrose.com. 

Cheval Three Quays, London

The Cheval Three Quays, a new collection of 97 serviced and 62 extended stay luxurious apartments opens next to the Tower of London, overlooking the River Thames, during March 2014.

Cheval Three Quays will be the latest addition to the portfolio of luxury apartments from Cheval Residences.

The one, two and three-bedroom apartments at Cheval Three Quays feature floor to ceiling windows allowing guests unobscured views down the River Thames with most boasting private glass and steel balconies with views of London landmarks such as the Tower of London, City Hall and the Shard.

Other Cheval Residences also have apartments, cottages and houses in some of London’s most desirable addresses including Gloucester Park, Knightsbridge and Hyde Park Gate.

Visit : www.chevalresidences.com. Contact : Sarah White at sarah.white@fourbgb.com. 

Two Cornish Hotels, UK

Karen and David Richards, owners of The Idle Rocks, Cornwall have acquired a second hotel in the Cornish seaside village of St Mawes.

The St Mawes Hotel, situated alongside the harbour, is 200 yards from The Idle Rocks.

The Idle Rocks first opened in 1913 and has since seen many incarnations. It became a popular luxury hotel in the pre-WW2 years, continuing to flourish after the war, with St Mawes being promoted as England’s St. Tropez.

Visit : www.idlerocks.com. Contact : Kelly Luchford at kellyluchford@luchfordapm.com. 

The Lodge at Torrey Pines, San Diego, California

The Lodge at Torrey Pines has captured one of the travel industry’s most coveted designations: the 2014 AAA Five Diamond award.

Since its opening in 2002, The Lodge has maintained its Five Diamond designation annually. Overlooking the Torrey Pines Golf Course, the property has 170 guest rooms and suites.

Being recognized as a “Worlds Best Hotel” by Sunset Magazine The Lodge is located in San Diego’s La Jolla neighbourhood.

Visit : www.lodgetorreypines.com.

Moorland Garden Hotel, Devon UK

Located within nine acres of gardens on the western edge of Dartmoor National Park, the Moorland Garden Hotel is owned by Brian and Sonia Meaden, celebrates its 80th anniversary in 2014. 

The hotel has launched a packed calendar of special events for 2014 to mark the milestone anniversary. 

From a vintage May fete to a 1930s/40s Sparkles and Spitfires dinner dance, a host of themed events will help guests indulge in the nostalgia of a bygone era to mark the hotel’s founding decade.  

The Moorland Garden Hotel won Gold in the Restaurant category and Silver in the B&B category in the Taste of the West Awards 2013, as well as being named Best Restaurant in the South West. 
The Moorland Garden Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliancepress card holders able to feature the property.

Visit : www.moorlandgardenhotel.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@ipr-online.co.uk.

Hotel Riu Playa Blanca, Panama

The Hotel Riu Playa Blanca will open in early April.

Located on the west coast of Panama, the hotel is situated in the province of Coclé, on a white beach adjacent to the mouth of the Farrallon river. It is two hours from Panama City.

Visit : www.riu.com. Contact : ines@brandinglatinamerica.com. 

The Mayflower Grace, Washington, Connecticut
Grace Hotels has opened the Mayflower Grace, a 30-room property that has been granted both Forbes five-star and AAA five-diamond status. 

Visit : www.gracehotels.com/mayflower. Contact : Siobhan Burke at sburke@thebrandusa.co.uk. 

Highlands Country House, Cape Town, South Africa

 

Highlands Country House, which is located in Cape Town’s southern suburbs,  was built in 1900.

Highlands’ enjoys close proximity to attractions including Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens and the Wine Farms in Constantia Valley.

The beaches and Cape Town itself are a 20 minute drive away. 

Visit : www.highlands.co.za. Contact : Carole Armstrong-Hooper at carole@highlands.co.za. 

XV Beacon, Boston MA

XV Beacon is a boutique hotel, located on Boston’s Beacon Hill in a 1903 Beaux Arts Building.

Beacon Hill itself is an historic neighbourhood with quaint brick sidewalks, authentic Federal and Greek Revival row houses and gas-lit streets. 

It is close to the gold-domed Statehouse, Boston Common and Public Garden and the Faneuil Hall, Quincy Marketplace.

The Boston  Freedom Trail is a particular highlight of Boston’s historical past and provides an introduction to the historical and popular sites of the city. 

Visit : www.xvbeacon.com. Contact : Julia Perowne at xvbeacon@verypcc.com. 

The Dorchester Collection

The Dorchester Collection is a portfolio of  luxury hotels in Europe and the USA, which includes :

	· The Dorchester, London

· The Beverly Hills Hotel, Beverly Hills

· Le Meurice Paris

· Hôtel Plaza Athénée, Paris

· Hotel Principe di Savoia, Milan
	· Hotel Bel-Air, Los Angeles

· Coworth Park, Ascot, UK

· 45 Park Lane, London

· Le Richemond, Geneva, and

· Hotel Eden, Rome.


Visit : www.dorchestercollection.com. Contact : Olivia Johnson at olivia.j@peretti.com. 

The Patina Capitol, Singapore 

The Patina, Capitol Singapore, which will open in late 2014, will be located in the heart of the Art and Cultural District of Singapore and housed in two heritage buildings as part of Capitol Singapore.

The property is currently being restored by Pritzker-prize architect Richard Meier.

Visit :  www.patinahotels.com and www.yoursingapore.com. Contact : Emma Howard-Smith at SingaporeTeam@fourbgb.com. 

The Sheraton Melbourne Hotel

The Sheraton Melbourne Hotel will open on 31 March 2014 at the fashionable ‘Paris end’ of Collins Street in the 31-storey ‘wavilinear’ building, 

The hotel will feature 174 guest rooms, including 11 ‘Terrace Suites’. 

Visit : www.sheraton.com/melbourne. Contact : Rosie Beaumont-Thomas at rosie.beaumont-thomas@fourbgb.com
Kuoni's ‘wallet-friendly’ resorts

Hotels in Sri Lanka appear at number 1, 3 and 8 on the top 10 list of best-value worldwide holidays in the Travel Edit by Kuoni 2014.

The Maldives is the second most popular wallet-friendly destination on the list, with others including Thailand, Mauritius and Barbados.

The Kuoni top 10 list is :


	· Club Bentota, Sri Lanka

· Biyadhoo, Maldives

· Mount Lavinia, Sri Lanka

· Kuredu Island Resort, Maldives

· Sugar Cane Club Hotel & Spa, Barbados


	· The Regent Cha Am Beach resort, Thailand 

· Kantary Bay Hotel, Phuket – Thailand 

· Cinnamon Citadel, Kandy - Sri Lanka 

· Velidhu Island Resort, Maldives and

· Veranda Pointe Aux Biches, Mauritius


Visit : www.kuoni.co.uk. Contact : Jemma Purvis at jemma.purvis@kuoni.co.uk. 

The Metropole in Llandrindod Wells, Wales

The Metropole in Llandrindod Wells, Walehamas launched The Timeline, an exhibition into the hotel’s history to celebrate five generations of family ownership.

The hotel has been in the same family since 1897 and is now run by the great, great grandchildren of Elizabeth Miles, the original owner.

Siblings, Justin Baird-Murray and Sarah Hill are now the Metropole’s managing director and finance director, respectively.

The discovery of a cache of fascinating black and white photographs charting the hotel’s past led to the launch of The Timeline.

Visit : www.metropole.co.uk. Contact : Nerys Lloyd-Pierce at nerys@lloyd-pierce.co.uk. 

The Viceroy Hotel Group 

The Viceroy Hotel Group has a portfolio of 16 boutique luxury properties worldwide including : 

The Viceroy New York

The Viceroy New York in Manhattan, which opened in October 2013, is located on West 57th Street – a crossroad for business, leisure, art and commerce.  

New York’s most famed landmarks are within walking distance.

The Viceroy Anguilla

The Viceroy Anguilla is located on the little British Virgin Island of the same name.

Known for its white sand beaches and turquoise clear sea, the Viceroy stretches over two bays with 3,200 ft of beach frontage.  

The Viceroy Maldives

The Viceroy Maldives is located in the uncharted northern edge of this archipelago, and offers pristine reefs surrounding the resort island.

Visit : www.viceroyhotelsandresorts.com. Contact : Angela Appleby at Angela@masonrose.com. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 


	In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.com  

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com


	Issue 157: March 2014                    www.itwalliance.com


Providing key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Editor : Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com 

Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel writers, broadcasters and photographers

· Editor : 
commissioning editors

· Partner : 
travel and tourism industry organisations, or 

· Agency : 
agency representatives with travel or tourism clients
The Alliance press card 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with formal recognition of their status and standing – and a roving ambassador’s role - in the profession.

See Appendix one for the directory of opportunities for press card holders.
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@writersalliance

The Alliance bulletin 
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
The Global Hotel Alliance

The Global Hotel Alliance (GHA) is the world´s largest alliance of independent hotel brands and currently includes brands such as :

	Art Series, Doyle Collection

First

Kempinski

Individual Collection

Leela

Lungarno Collection
	Anantara

Marco Polo

Mokara

Omni

Pan Pacific

PARKROYAL
	QT

Rixos

Rydges

Shaza

Tangram, and

Tivoli 


The Alliance encompasses over 345 upscale and luxury hotels with over 85,000 rooms in 61 different countries. 

Visit : www.gha.com. Contact : Charlotte Rous at charlotte@grifcopr.com. 

Children in the Wilderness

Children in the Wilderness (CITW) is an environmental and life skills educational programme.

It focuses on the next generation of rural decision makers, developing environmental leaders who are inspired to care for their natural heritage and become the custodians of these areas in the future. 

CITW was set up after a visit by the actor Paul Newman to Botswana in 2001. 

His organisation, the Association of Hole in the Wall Gang Camps, is dedicated to offering educational and recreational camps for children with life-threatening conditions in America and Europe. 

Inspired and assisted by this organisation, the programme began in Botswana in December 2001 and has since been successfully implemented in the other southern African countries including : Malawi, South Africa, Namibia, Zambia, Zimbabwe and Seychelles.

Visit : www.childreninthewilderness.com. Contact : info@childreninthewilderness.com. 

Associated Luxury Hotels International 

Associated Luxury Hotels International has launched an iPad app for meeting and convention professionals, incentive specialists, association executives, and business executives involved with planning and procuring meetings.

The app is 100% native, meaning that once downloaded it functions even without internet connectivity, also while in-flight or on the road.

In doing so, it provides quick and easy access to ALHI’s portfolio of 160+ Four- and Five-Diamond quality Member hotels and resorts worldwide that specifically serve the meetings and incentive marketplace.

Visit : www.alhi.com. Contact : Karen Lamonica at klamonica@chisano.com. 

The Outdoor Writers Association of America

The Outdoor Writers Association of America is the oldest and largest association of professional outdoor communicators in the United States. 
It was organized in 1927 by members of the Izaak Walton League of America and includes professional communicators dedicated to sharing the outdoor experience. 
OWAA’s professionals include writers, photographers, outdoors radio- and television-show hosts, book authors, videographers, lecturers and artists. 
The association is headquartered in Missoula, Mont. 
Visit : www.owaa.org. Contact : info@owaa.org; www.owaa.org.  

The Finger Lakes Region

The Finger Lakes Region of New York State is the perfect getaway with more than 100 wineries, 11 lakes, charming bed and breakfasts and romantic hotels. Visitors to the area enjoy the scenic views, extensive culinary scene and the abundance of outdoor recreation offered in and around the lakes.

Visit : www.visitfingerlakes.com, Contact : AJ Shear at aj@visitfingerlakes.com.

	Job shop


Here are some of the professional opportunities available on The International Travel Writers Alliance Job Shop. 

The Job Shop has been created to enable the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.

The Alliance’s travel journalists can also :

· set up Job Alerts so as to be notified if a job is posted that matches the journalists skills or interests 

· create an anonymous job seeker profile or upload a CV for potential employers to search through, and 
· access job searching tools and tips 
Although in its infancy, we hope the Job Shop will become a valuable addition to the range of services offered by the International Travel Writers Alliance.

Managing Editor
The Institute of Inspection, Cleaning and Restoration Certification (IICRC)

Journal Managing Editor
The Institute of Inspection, Cleaning and Restoration Certification (IICRC)

Editor, BackStory
Charlottesville, Virginia

Virginia Foundation for the Humanities

Managing Editor
Detroit, Michigan

Lowe Campbell Ewald

The site also features UK and international job opportunities.

Visit : www.jobtarget.com/home/home.cfm?site_id=14773
	News


The 2014 Hudson’s Heritage AwardsHeritageH, UK

The Hudson’s Heritage AwardsHeritageH, which were established in 2011, are an independently judged annual national awards scheme open to historic houses, gardens, museums and heritage sites and celebrate the very best heritage experiences.

The 11 categories reward a range of visitor experiences and recognise the best heritage attractions in the UK. 
Winners and Highly Commended, respectively, in each category are as follows :

	Best Family Day Out 
· Holkham Hall & Estate in Norfolk, England, and 
· Eastnor Castle in Herefordshire, England. 
Best Wedding Venue 

· Montalto Estate in County Down, Northern Ireland, and 
· Mount Stuart on the Isle of Bute, Scotland
Best Eating Out 

· Mount Stuart, and 

· Berkeley Castle in Gloucestershire, England.
Best Accommodation 

· Leeds Castle in Kent, England and 

· Peckover House in Cambridgeshire, England and Hadlow Tower in Kent, England. 

Best New Discovery 

· Dunvegan Castle on the Isle of Skye, Scotland, and 

· Pentillie Castle in Cornwall, England. 
	Hidden Gem 

· The Judges Lodgings, Presteigne in Powys. 

Best Event 

· Houghton Revisited,Houghton Hall, Norfolk, England, 

· Woburn Abbey Garden Show, Woburn Abbey Gardensin Bedfordshire, England. 

Best Commercial Innovation 

· Huntsham Court in Devon, England. 
Best Shopping 

· Blenheim Palace in Oxfordshire, England 

· Hatfield House in Hertfordshire, England.

Best Heritage Picnic Spot

· Chatsworth House in Derbyshire, England




Hudsons is publisher of market leading guide, Hudson’s Historic Houses & Gardens.

Visit : www.hudsons-awards.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk. 
Aviemore, Scotland
The Strathspey Railway and Classic Tours Highlands have joined forces to create a vintage tour of the Scottish Highlands.

This joint venture offers visitors First Class 1950s travel on board a vintage steam engine, followed by a bespoke tour of the Scottish Highlands in a classic car.

On route there is the chance to visit some of the country’s most famous distilleries, an authentic woollen mill or a dining experience at the UK’s highest restaurant at the Cairngorms Mountain. 

Visit www.strathspeyrailway.co.uk. Contact : Deborah Quinn at deborah.quinn@strathspeyrailway.co.uk. 

Visit Napa Valley

Visit Napa Valley has launched its mobile app for iOS, iPad and Android, offering visitors to the area a direct line into local recommendations of what to do in the wine region. 

Downloadable for free, the Visit Napa Valley app offers tips and special offers on local events, wine tastings, hotel booking options, dining recommendations, spa and outdoor activities. GPS-enabled maps filter what to do in the immediate area, and a Favorites feature for trip planning helps home in on the perfect, customized experience within the 35-mile long Napa Valley. 

In addition to planning tools, there are currently over 30 seasonal and exclusive-to-the-app special offers available to book at a number of Napa Valley visitor-serving businesses. 

Visit : www.visitnapavalley.com. Contact : Margaux Lushing at Margaux@visitnapavalley.com. 

Pullman Saigon Centre

The new Pullman Saigon Centre has opened in the heart of the Ho Chi Minh City, in Vietnam’s economic heart. 

The 306-bedroom hotel is located close to Ben Thanh Market in the heart of Saigon in southern Vietnam. 

Visit : www.pullmanhotels.com. Contact : Romain Folliot at romain.folliot@accor.com. 
Apartum

Apartum.com has added 25,000 new destinations, and now compares more than 500,000 apartments in 50 markets

The comparison site for holiday apartments is now available in eight languages and has launched a new platform that is adapted to mobiles and tablets.

After launching in markets including Spain, France, Italy and the U.S, Apartum now also covers  new markets, including Germany, the Netherlands, Brazil and Russia.

Visit : www.apartum.com. Contact : Lorenzo Ritella at lorenzo@apartum.com. 

The Society of London Theatre

The Society of London Theatre’s 2013 Box Office figures show record ticket revenue and attendances. 

Overall attendances increased 4% to 14,587,276 and gross sales of £585,506,455 were up 11% compared to 2012.

Sales were boosted by several London theatres welcoming major new musicals in 2013 such as The Book of Mormon at Prince of Wales Theatre, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory at Theatre Royal Drury Lane, The Commitments at Palace Theatre and Once at Phoenix Theatre.

Visit : www.solt.co.uk. Contact : Natalie Browne at natalie@made2010.com. 

ScotRail alcohol ban

A campaign to combat anti social behaviour by banning alcohol on Scotland’s railway has been hailed a success by British Transport Police with only four incidents related to alcohol throughout 2013.

While passenger numbers have risen to over 83 million, crime on Scotland’s railway is down for the ninth consecutive year.

Visit : www.firstgroup.com. Contact : Laura Cummings at Laura.Cummings@FirstGroup.com. 

Aquatica Orlando

Ihu’s Breakaway Falls, the world’s longest drop tower multi-slide ride and the tallest and steepest in the southern United States will open in May at Aquatica Orlando.

 

Riders step into one of three clear ‘breakaway boxes’ at the top of the ride where they face each other - not knowing who will drop first - before the floor disappears and they plunge down at a rate of 20 – 24 feet per second. 
Those who are looking for a slightly tamer experience can choose the fourth slide which allows them to control when they go. 

 

Aquatica is a waterpark from SeaWorld.

Visit : : www.seaworldparks.co.uk.Contact Lucy Dalton at lucy@cubo.com.

Scottish Islands

The Islands Visitor Survey 2012-2013, has found that over 425,000 people visited the Outer Hebrides, Shetland and Orkney between 2012 and 2013, with around three quarters saying they would be very likely or fairly likely to return in the next 5 years for a holiday or short break.

One noticeable area of change from the previous surveys is that around 40% of visitors now share their experiences online during and after their trip with almost a third uploading photos of their visit on social media sites

Overall visitor satisfaction levels to these islands were very high, with around 80% of visitors stating they were “very satisfied” with their visit. 

The main influences on visitors deciding to come to Orkney, Shetland and the Outer Hebrides were the scenery and landscape, as well as an interest in the archaeology and history of islands.

Visit :www.visitscotland.org/research_and_statistics/visitor_research/all_markets/islands_visitor_survey.aspx. 

Contact : 
· Nigel Scott at nscott@cne-siar.gov.uk
· Rebecca McAuliffe at rebecca.mcauliffe@orkney.gov.uk  

· Carol Anderson at carol.anderson@shetland.gov.uk, and 
· Louise Purves at Louise.purves@visitscotland.com. 

The MICHELIN Guide Hong Kong & Macau

The MICHELIN Guide Hong Kong & Macau 2014 lists 74 establishments in Macau, including 18 hotels and 56 restaurants.

The inclusion of ten new restaurants and two new hotels in Macau - an increase of 23 establishments on the previous year highlights Macau's diverse food scene and reinforces its reputation as one of Asia's food destinations.

Visit : www.macautourism.gov.mo.  Contact : Lucy Mayes : lucy@humewhitehead.co.uk. 

Dubai Corporation for Tourism and Commerce Marketing

Dubai has set up the Dubai Corporation for Tourism and Commerce Marketing, a new tourism body which will establish offices in key cities around the world to market ‘Brand Dubai’ and further boost inbound travel and trade.

Visit : www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact : Alia Bin Hendi at  a.binhendi@dubaitourism.ae. 

	Leads


Blenheim Palace, Oxfordshire UK

Blenheim Palace is home to the 11th Duke and Duchess of Marlborough and the birthplace of Sir Winston Churchill. 
Surrounded by over 2,000 acres of ‘Capability’ Brown landscaped parkland and the Great Lake, the Palace was created a World Heritage Site in 1987. 

Conceived in 1705 by Sir John Vanbrugh, Blenheim Palace is a masterpiece of English Baroque architecture steeped in inspirational history. 
There’s the chance to visit the room where Sir Winston Churchill was born before taking a guided tour of the gilded State Rooms graced with priceless portraits, exquisite porcelain and the magnificent tapestries. 

A permanent interactive visitor experience ‘Blenheim Palace: The Untold Story’ is open inside the Palace, bringing to life enticing tales of the last 300 years seen through the eyes of the household staff. 
Themed tours run on selected dates across the year that look at some of the personalities, periods and significant developments in more detail. 
Exhibitions are also part of Blenheim Palace’s offering, which include permanent showcases such as Sir Winston Churchill, but also new exhibitions each year and has in the past included John Piper, ‘Lights, Camera, Action!’ and Gladys Deacon.

The Palace is surrounded by award winning formal gardens, including the tranquil Secret Garden, the majestic Water Terraces and fragrant Rose Garden. 
The extensive Parkland that was designed by ‘Capability’ Brown to appear as natural landscaping was in fact ‘nature contrived’ and features some historical monuments that includes The Column of Victory, Cascades and Vanbrugh Bridge over the Grand Lake. 
The Pleasure Gardens can be reached by a miniature train, which includes the Marlborough Maze, the Butterfly House and Adventure Playground, making it a great area for the family. 

Each year Blenheim Palace hosts a range of special events for all to enjoy, including seasonal themed events, Jousting Tournament, The Blenheim Palace Flower Show, charity events and the Blenheim Palace International Horse Trials.

Blenheim Palace was awarded the title of ‘Best Shopping’ experience at the 2014 Hudson’s Heritage Awards.  

Visit : www.blenheimpalace.com. Contact : Stephanie Hendley at shendley@blenheimpalace.com.

Lodge-based Grand Canyon hiking 

In addition to its river trips on the Colorado River through the Grand Canyon, O.A.R.S. hasas introduced a Grand Canyon Hiking trip that includes a hike from the South Rim to Phantom Ranch on the Colorado River and back. 

The trip comprises four days of guided hiking and three nights of comfortable lodging.

Expert guides share their knowledge of the area’s natural and human history.

Visit : www.oars.com/grandcanyon/hiking/grand-canyon-hiking.html. Contact: Steve Markle at steve@oars.com. 

One Ocean Expeditions

One Ocean Expeditions is offering an opportunity to travel through Canada’s Northwest Passage on a special cruise to mark the 70th anniversary of the first ever single season transit of the route.

Travelling on board the ice-strengthened Akademik Ioffe between Cambridge Bay and Iqaluit, the 12-night voyage departs 25 August 2014 to retrace the deep-sea route followed by the RCMP St Roch in 1944 under the command of Staff Sergeant Henry Larsen.

The first ever transit of Canada’s Northwest Passage was between 1903-1906 under the command of the great Roald Amundsen of Norway.

The feat was not repeated until 1940-42 when the RCMP St Roch completed a West to East transit of the passage.  

In 1944, Larsen undertook an East to West transit in the same season, marking the first ever single season crossing of the Northwest Passage and making the St Roch the first vessel to complete the route in both directions. 

Visit : www.oneoceanexpeditions.com. Contact : Debra Taylor at debra@toucanmoon.com. 

The ‘Eastern & Oriental Express’ and Save Wild Tigers

The Eastern & Oriental Express hosts a special fund raising journey in aid of Save Wild Tigers from 2 – 6th October 2014. 

The  journey travels through the tiger’s historic habitat from Singapore, through Malaysia and Thailand and highlights include a Gala dinner at the Majestic Hotel in Kuala Lumpur, to be attended by distinguished members of the Malaysian Royal Family, international celebrities and VIPs. 

This five day adventure includes one night at Raffles, Singapore, two nights on the Eastern & Oriental Express and one night at the Mandarin Oriental, Bangkok.

About Save Wild Tigers

Save Wild Tigers is a global charity that works in conjunction with leading conservation charities such as the Born Free Foundation, the Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA) and MYCAT in Malaysia to end the illegal trade in tiger parts and protect wild tigers in their natural habitat.

Tiger numbers have declined dramatically and have now reached a critical stage with only 3,500 left in the wild.

Visit :  www.easternandorientalexpress.com/tiger and www.savewildtigers.org. Contact : Emma Wylde at emma.wylde@orient-express.com. 

The Space Shuttle Endeavour at the California Science Center, Los Angeles

There is the chance to see the Space Shuttle Endeavour up close at its permanent home at the California Science Center’s Samuel Oschin Pavilion, in Los Angeles.

The Pavilion also features images and video featuring Endeavour past missions and the diverse crews who flew them. 

The California Science Center also has an IMAX Theater on-site featuring a 7-story screen that brings to life worlds as small as an atom and as vast as the universe. 

Visit www.californiasciencecenter.org. Contact : jenhahaha@gmail.com. 

Humpback and Minke whales in the Antarctic Peninsula

Dr Ari Friedlaender, One Ocean Expeditions’ Marine And Conservation Expert, will be onboard the Akademik Sergey Vavilov for its 16 March 2014 voyage to discover how the humpback and minke Whales behave in the icy waters of Antarctica

Guests will also be able to locate and document the behaviour of whales previously fitted with satellite tracking devices.

Humpback whales use nearly the entire Antarctic Peninsula to feed and often move between the Gerlache Strait south to Marguerite Bay and north into the Bransfield Strait.

Visit : www.oneoceanexpeditions.com. Contact : Debra Taylor at debra@toucanmoon.com. 

The Luxembourg Card 

The Luxembourg Card offers free access to more than 60 sights and attractions and the chance to travel on bus and train for free. 

Visit : www.visitluxembourg.com. Contact : Brigitte Goergen at brigitte.goergen@ont.lu. 

Sea Kayak Adventures

Sea Kayak Adventures is launching a series of new kayak tours in British Columbia, Canada, one of the most sought-out destinations for adventurers and whale-watching enthusiasts.

Visit www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact : Amber at : amber@seakayakadventures.com. 

Charleston, South Carolina

South Carolina's highest court has thrown out a lawsuit seeking to block plans for a new cruise terminal in Charleston.

A number of pressure groups including the Preservation Society of Charleston had filed a lawsuit saying that cruise traffic would add to congestion and pollution in the densely population Charleston historic district.

The State Ports Authority will now move ahead with plans to build a new $35 million terminal.

Visit : www.port-of-charleston.com. Contact : Contact: Erin Pabst at EPabst@scspa.com. 

The Metropole in Llandrindod Wells, Wales

The four-star Metropole in Llandrindod Wells, has teamed up with Hawksdrift Falconry to offer couples the opportunity to have their wedding rings delivered by falcon or barn owl.

Hawksdrift Falconry is based in mid Wales and is run by Layla Bennett, who made a successful bid for investment to the well-known TV series Dragons’ Den.

Hawksdrift offers delivery of the rings by hawks, Hope and Jasper, or owls, Olivia and Ben.  There is plenty of opportunity for guests to handle the birds and to have pictures taken with them after the ceremony.

The Metropole, situated in the town of Llandrindod Wells, is run by Justin Baird-Murray and his sister, Sarah.

The couple are the fifth generation of their family to be running this venerable Mid Wales establishment.

Visit : www.metropole.co.uk. Contact : Nerys Lloyd-Pierce at nerys@lloyd-pierec.co.uk. 

Paul Menta's Legal Rum Distillery, Key West

Paul Menta's Legal Rum Distillery has opened in Key West at a former Coca-Cola bottling plant and pre-prohibition era bar.

Despite its colourful past, the Keys never had a legitimate rum distiller, and world record-holding kiteboarder and Key West chef Menta plans to create a new chapter in the island chain's history with his Legal Rum brand.

The distillery, formerly known as Jack’s Saloon gives visitors the chance to tour the plant and enjoy free rum samplings. 

While state law prohibits distillers from selling alcoholic beverages, visitors can enjoy complimentary rum and coke drinks if they purchase one of the cola brand's classic glass bottles.

Legal Rum flagship bottles bear police mug shots of former local residents guilty of alcohol contraband offences to match the distillery's interiors, which are covered in old newspapers and additional jail mug shots.

Visit : www.keywestlegalrum.com and www.fla-keys.co.uk. Contact : Jo Thomas at jo.thomas@kbc-pr.com. 

Adventures Cross-Country

Adventures Cross-Country is offering 20 opportunities for ages 13 to 19 to roll up their sleeves this summer to assist domestic and international communities while travelling.

Projects span the globe, from constructing water filters in Cambodia to rhino tracking and conservation in Uganda to serving the impoverished in San Francisco.

From teaching primary school English and building water purification projects in Africa to running white water rapids in Costa Rica to enhancing fluency in Spanish or Mandarin in Spain or China, ARCC looks to bring youth face to face with the challenges, realities and beauties of nature and our global community. 

Visit : www.adventurescrosscountry.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com. 

Just West Virginia

Complete North America has launched Just West Virginia, a 14-day fly-drive itinerary around the state.

The itinerary includes two days in Washington DC and a tour of West Virginia, one hour away. 

Being over 70 percent forest and enclosed within the Appalachian Mountains, the state offers a fine backdrop for driving and natural resources for outdoor adventure. 

Its diverse culture provides civil war history in Harpers Ferry, quaint towns such as Shepherdstown and Lewisburg, historic spas in Berkeley Springs and log cabins and hiking in Blackwater Falls State Park and the state’s capital  Charleston.

Visit : www.wvtourism.com and www.completenorthamerica.com. Contact : Jane Wilson at jane@attachecommunications.co.uk. 
Daypack treks from Cusco to Machu Picchu, Peru

Peruvian eco-tourism experts, Machete Tours offers daypack only walking and camping tours along the Inca Way, from Cusco to Machu Picchu.

Participants in these four day/three night treks carry just a light rucksack for their personal gear, everything else is taken from campsite to campsite.

Visit : www.machetetours.com. Contact : Ronald Rengifo at ronald@machetetours.com.    

G Adventures

G Adventures is an adventure-travel company offering affordable small-group tours, safaris and expeditions to more than 100 countries on all seven continents. 

The authentic and sustainable approach to small-group travel introduces travellers to the highlights of a destination while offering the freedom to explore it on their own. 

Visit : www.gadventures.com. Contact: Casey Mead at caseym@gadventures.com.

The Glasgow 2014 Cultural Programme, Scotland

The Glasgow 2014 Cultural Programme, running alongside Scotland’s hosting of the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games, has been boosted by a further 42 projects.
These include Commonwealth-themed strands running throughout Aye Write! Glasgow’s Book Festival between 4 – 12 April 2014.

Performers from countries including India, Pakistan, Cyprus and Sri Lanka will also join the multi-cultural festival Glasgow Mela on 7 and 8 June 2014. 

Other projects include :

· family photographic portraits exploring Scotland’s links to the Commonwealth countries

· a celebration of the National Birds that represent the Commonwealth nations and territories, and 
· a series of audio installations are also among the new work being created for projects led by 20 individual artists in ‘20 for 14’, inspired by the cultural, social, political and historical contexts of the Commonwealth and Glasgow’s hosting of the Commonwealth Games.
There are two strands to the Glasgow 2014 Cultural Programme: a Scotland-wide programme called Culture 2014; and a Games-time celebration in Glasgow running alongside the sporting action called Festival 2014 from 19 July to 3 August 2014.

Visit : www.glasgow2014/culture. Contact : pressandpr@visitbritain.com.

	What’s on in 2014


Antwerp’s at War, The Flanders House Series, Flanders House, London

12 March 2014 

When Germany invaded Belgium on 4 August 1914, Antwerp acted as a safe haven and a beacon of hope for many civilians on the run. 

The city was considered the ultimate stronghold of the nation. 

Along with King Albert I, most top Belgian politicians moved to Antwerp. 

When the battle front turned towards Antwerp, the city became a key point of activity: several pontoon bridges over the River Schelde saved the lives of thousands of soldiers, the British Expeditionary Force among them. 

In 2014, the port city of Antwe will recount the life experienced by its civilians and artists during the Great War.

Ann Govaert, the project coordinator for the World War I Centenary in Antwerp, will be visiting London to provide an introduction to the Centenary Events of Antwerp. 

Touching on military history, she will also focus her talk about the civilian side of war and the need for peace.

Visit : www.vredescentrum.be. Contact : rsvp@flandershouse.co.uk. 
Ferry Fortnight 2014, UK

15 to 29 March 2014

Britain’s annual National Ferry Fortnight highlights the extensive ferry network from the UK to mainland Europe.

Visit : www.discoverferries.com. Contact : Julie Girauld at discoverferries@fourcommunications.com. 

Keukenhof Gardens, the Netherlands

20 March to 18 May 2014

The theme for Keukenhof 2014 will be Holland and see more than seven million tulips, daffodils and hyacinths over 32 hectares of parkland.

Keukenhof gardens can be easily explored by bike with rented available for rent in the gardens. 

Visit : www.keukenhof.com. Contact : Simone Sagi at sSagi@holland.com.

Bond in Motion

London Film Museum
From 21 March 2014

The London Film Museum and EON Productions will stage Bond in Motion, an exhibition of the largest official collection of original James Bond vehicles, from 21 March.
The exhibition will transform the London Film Museum space in Covent Garden and will allow Bond fans and members of the public to see the most up to date collection, including for the first time in the UK, the 1/3 scale model of Agusta Westland’s AW101 helicopter used whilst filming 2012’s Skyfall.
Bond in Motion will also feature a wide range of vehicles, miniature models, action sequence boards, vehicle concept art and props from all of the James Bond films. 
Visit : www.londonfilmmuseum.com. Contact: Sam Fane sam.fane@freuds.com
The Yorkshire Festival 2014, UK

27 March to 6 July 2014

The Grand Départ of the Tour de France will take place in Yorkshire, and the English county is celebrating with a 100 day festival of arts and culture, from 27 March to 6 July 2014.

The Yorkshire Festival 2014 is the first arts festival to precede a Tour de France, the world's biggest annual sporting event. 
Visit : www.yorkshirefestival.co.uk. Contact : CharlotteBayley at charlotte@thecornershoppr.com.

The 38th Olivier Awards, London

13 April 2014

This years 38th Olivier Awards with MasterCard takes place on Sunday 13 April 2014 at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden with an ITV stage in Covent Garden piazza, free for the public. 

The ITV Stage in the Covent Garden Piazza will show a relay of the awards’ ceremony on big screens as well as live performances from top West End shows.

Visit : www.olivierawards.com. Contact : Natalie Browne at natalie@made2010.com. 

European music festivals

Time Warp, Mannheim, Germany

5 April 2014

The electronic music Time Warp Mannheim, celebrates it's 20th birthday this year. 

Visit : www.time-warp.de.


EXIT

10 to 14 July 2014

Exit is a summer music festival held at the Petrovaradin Fortress in the city of Novi Sad, Vojvodina, Serbia. 

It was named 'Best Major European festival' at the EU Festival Awards which saw 620,000 people voting for 360 festivals from 34 countries.

Visit : www.exitfest.org. 

MELT, Ferropolis, Gräfenhainichen, Germany.

18 - 20 July 2014

The Melt! Festival is a music festival in Germany. The music that is played is described by the organizers as Electronic meets Rock.

A principal attraction of the festival is the location, an openair museum of huge machines from the 20th Century. 


B'ESTFEST, Bucharest, Romania

30 July to 2 August 2014

Just a stone's throw from the city of Bucharest is Romania's B'estfest Summer Camp. 

The venue is a park on the shores of the Pasarea lake with three stages performances of rock, indie and electronic

Visit : www.bestfest.ro.

KAZANTIP REPUBLIC

July 31 - August 14 2014

Kazantip is an electronic dance music festival held every year on the Crimean peninsula in Ukraine. There is a cult of orange coloured fashion and yellow suitcases associated with the festival.

Visit : www.kazantip.com. 

OFF FESTIVAL, Katowice, Poland

2 to 4 August 2014

Poland's OFF Festival in Katowice highlights alternative artists.

Visit : www.off-festival.pl
Contact : Nikki at nikki@globalpublicity.co.uk. 
The HandBikes @ Dawn Challenge, Snowdonia, Wales UK

26 and 27 April 2014

A weekend of cycling activities is being planned around this year’s HandBikes @ Dawn Challenge, which involves six disabled hand-cyclists attempting complete the Pont Scethin Loop, a classic mountain bike route in Southern Snowdonia, using specially designed bikes.

The bikes, which are pedalled by hand rather than by foot, have especially low gears, which are essential on the steep and rocky upper slopes of the ridge-line, which must be scaled twice to complete the loop.

The challenge is co-ordinated by 'Challenge your Boundaries', an adaptive MTB project based at the Coed y Brenin Trail centre near Dolgellau.

Visit : www.discoverdolgellau.com. Contact :  Jacky O'Hanlon at info@snowbikers.com. 

Saint Lucia Jazz and Arts Festival

30 April to 11 May 2014

The 23rd Annual Saint Lucia Jazz and Arts Festival features more than 65 musical performances and art showcases stretching across Saint Lucia. 

Locations span from Vieux Fort in the South, rustic village settings like Rudy John Beach Park in the southwest village of Laborie, to Saint Lucia’s Pigeon Island National Park, where main stage events will unfold.

About Saint Lucia

One of the Windward Islands of the West Indies' Lesser Antilles, Saint Lucia  is known for its natural beauty and diverse attractions, including the signature Piton Mountains - a UNESCO World Heritage Site - a tropical rainforest and one of the world's few drive-in volcanoes. 

Culturally rich offerings include the bustling marketplace in the capital of Castries and quaint fishing villages along the coastline.

The island is continually recognized as one of the Leading Wedding and Honeymoon destinations worldwide.

Visit : www.stluciajazz.org and www.stlucianow.com.  Contact Shannon Overholser at overholser@redpointpr.com. 

Events in Luxembourg

Nelson Mandela - From Prisoner to President, Esch-sur-Alzette, Luxembourg

29 April to 28 September 2014

The National Museum of the Resistance Esch-sur-Alzette in the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg is hosting the international exhibition "Nelson Mandela, From Prisoner to President", organised and curated by the Apartheid Museum from Johannesburg. 

An exhibition in the streets of Luxembourg's second biggest city and in the museum itself retraces Mandela's life.

Visit : www.visitluxembourg.com. Contact : Brigitte Goergen at brigitte.goergen@ont.lu. 

The ING Night Marathon, Luxembourg

31 May 2014

Up to 10.000 runners will take part the 9th edition of the ING Night Marathon

Visit : www.ing-night-marathon.lu/en. Contact : Brigitte Goergen at brigitte.goergen@ont.lu. 

The 62nd Festival de Wiltz, Luxembourg

27 June to 26 July 2014

This international festival brings conductors, orchestras, soloists and actors  for the open-air festival in Wiltz. 

With the castle as a backdrop, the programme includes the operas "La Traviata", "Tosca", the ballet "Don Quixote", the musical "Porgy and Bess", the concert "Glenn Miller Tribute" and the "Night of the operetta".

Visit : www.festivalwiltz.lu. Contact : Brigitte Goergen at brigitte.goergen@ont.lu. 

BOZAR, Brussels
Zurbarán. Master of Spain’s Golden Age 

To 25 May 2014

Zurbarán was one of the most important Spanish painters, known primarily for his religious paintings depicting monks, nuns, and martyrs, and for his still-lifes. 

Zurbarán gained the nickname Spanish Caravaggio, owing to the forceful, realistic use of chiaroscuro in which he excelled. 

For the first time there is a chronological overview of his work presented in Belgium. 

Michaël Borremans. As sweet as it gets, Bozar, Brussels To 3 August 2014 

Michaël Borremans made an international breakthrough in the 1990’s with a variety of work in the fields of painting, drawing and films. 

This exhibition contains a hundred works from the last 14 years providing an insight on this artist. 

Sensation and Sensuality - Rubens and His Legacy

25 September 2014 to 4 January 2015

Presented by the BOZAR and the Royal Museum of Fine Arts Antwerp , this major new exhibition explores Rubens and his influences on the themes of violence, power, lust, religion, elegance, and poetry over time. 

Among other works, the exhibition includes paintings by Van Dyck, Gainsborough, and Delacroix, as well as etchings by Rembrandt and Picasso, who was often dubbed "the Rubens of the 20th century". 

A total of 150 major works of art will be loaned for the exhibition , which will then move to London’s Royal Academy from 23rd January – 10 April 2015. 

Visit : www.bozar.be. Contact : Anita at anita@visitflanders.co.uk. 

The 42nd Istanbul Music Festival, Turkey

31 May to 27 June 2014

The Istanbul Music Festival organised by the Istanbul Foundation for Culture and Arts (IKSV) will have 800 local and foreign artists performing in 26 concerts including orchestral concerts, chamber music, vocal concerts, and recitals.

Visit : www.efa-aef.eu/en/festivals. Contact : medya@iksv.org. 
Hampton Court Festival, UK

11 to 25 June 2014

The Historic Royal Palaces stages the annual Hampton Court with performances in in Henry VIII’s open air courtyard.

Acts already lined up include George Benson, The Beach Boys, Dionne Warwick, Jamie Cullum, Rick Astley & Jason Donovan, Jools Holland and the Royal Philharmonic Concert Orchestra.

Artists perform in the historic main courtyard of the Tudor Palace for an audience of 3,000, with visitors able to enjoy picnics on the Palace Garden lawn or underneath a luxury waterside gazebo before the show.

Visit : www.hamptoncourtpalacefestival.com. Contact : Anna Hope at anna@akhcommunications.com. 

The Centara World Masters Golf Championship 2014, Hua Hin,Thailand

15 to 21 June 2014

The Centara World Masters Golf Championship will be held at the Centara Grand Beach Resort & Villas Hua Hin. The event, which will attract 600 golfers from 20 countries, and will be Asia’s biggest week of amateur golf.

Visit :  www.thailandworldmasters.com and www.avenuesales.co.uk. Contact : Sharan Berry at sharanb@avenuesales.co.uk. 

Splendour, Wollaton Park, Nottingham

July 2014 

The Splendour Festival, which is held in a 500 acre deer park and home to the Elizabethan mansion Wollaton Hall, has grown to become Nottingham’s largest outdoor music event, attracting over 20,000 people of all ages. 

Internationally-renowned artists share the stages with local talent for this one-day, family-friendly festival.

Visit : www.splendourfestival.com. Contact : lizb@redbrickcommunications.com
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Queenstown Winter festival, New Zealand

20 to 29 June 2014

American Express has renew its title sponsorship of The American Express Queenstown Winter festival for another three year term.

In 2014 American Express will mark 25 years of support for Destination Queenstown and the Festival, the last six as title sponsor, and is excited to continue their involvement.

First established as an 1860’s gold mining camp, Queenstown today has a compact and sophisticated downtown situated on a picturesque bay on the shores of Lake Wakatipu and dwarfed by the surrounding mountains.

The festival is New Zealand's - and perhaps the southern Hemisphere's - biggest celebration of winter. 

It is a ten day extravanganza of Queenstown's unique culture and community with street parties, fireworks, international and local acts, comedy, family entertainment and and 'Mountain Mayhem'.

Visit : www.winterfestival.co.nz. Contact : Simone Flight at  media@winterfestival.co.nz. 

Byron Festival, Hucknall, Nottinghamshire UK

28 June to 6 July 2014 

Every year the International Byron Festival takes place in Hucknall at places associated with the romantic poet and celebrates the life and works in the town that he was buried. 

Visit : www.ashfield-dc.gov.uk. Contact : Linda Parker at linda.parker@experiencenottinghamshire.com.

The Hampshire Food Festival, Hampshire UK

Annually July 
The Hampshire Food Festival takes place throughout the month of July and involves more than 80 events held at various locations across the county. 

Vineyards tours, cookery classes, produce markets, brewery tours, buffalo herding and teddy bear picnics are just some of the events open to locals and visitors to the county.

Visit : www.hampshirefare.co.uk. Contact : Rishika Sharma at Rishika.Sharma@visitengland.org.

Barrakud Festival, Pag, Croatia

9 to 16 August 2014

The Barrakud 2014 music festival takes place on the Croatian island of Pag and beach raves and boat parties.

Visit : www.barrakud.com.Contact : Clare Dover at clare@globalpublicity.co.uk. 

The Sziget Festival, Óbudai Island, the River Danube, Budapest

11 to 18 August 2014

Winner of the 'Best European Major Festival' award in 2011, the Festival is one of the biggest multicultural events of Europe,  attracting almost 400,000 fans from over 70 countries.

Staged on Óbudai island - the Island of Freedom - in the heart of Budapest, it is a number of festivals in one, with 50 venues and around 200 programs daily.

Performing bands range from the biggest names in pop/rock and stars of world and electronic music, along with metal, folk, jazz, blues, alternative and classical concerts.

Sziget also offers theatre, circus, a gay and lesbian venue and exhibitions along with a beach section where fans can enjoy the summer and the Danube. 

Visit : www.szigetfestival.com. Contact : Nikki McNeill at nikki@globalpublicity.co.uk. 
World Equestrian Games, Caen, Normandy

23 August to 7 September 2014

The horse equivalent of the Olympics and only held every four years, the World Equestrian Games is the largest equestrian event in the world. 

The event will bring together over 60 nations and nearly 1,000 athletes, competing in eight official disciplines: jumping, dressage, eventing, driving, reining, vaulting, endurance and para-dressage. 

In addition, 500,000 visitors are expected, who will be able to watch the events and have a go at various riding activities, meet the horses and enjoy artistic and musical displays. 

Visit : www.normandy2014.com. Contact: media.operations@normandie2014.com. 

Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race, New South Wales; Hobart, Tasmania 

Annually December 

Beginning on Boxing Day (26 December) each year, the Sydney to Hobart yacht race is an Australian summertime tradition. 

Maxi yachts to weekend racers take part in this event, which starts from Nielsen Park in Sydney Harbour and takes the international fleet more than 1100 kilometres to the finish line in Hobart, Tasmania. 

The race finishes just in time for the New Year’s Eve celebrations in the city. 

The start of the colourful spectacle can be seen from many vantage points around Sydney Harbour.

Visit : www.rolexsydneyhobart.com and www.sydney.com. Contact : Kim Moore at kmoore@tourism.australia.com. 
Painting and sketching Africa

Cox & Kings has partnered with Art Safari in Africa to offer a collection of small-group holidays aimed at those inspired to paint and sketch the wildlife and landscapes of Botswana, Kenya, Malawi and Zambia. 

Visit : www.coxandkings.co.uk/art-safaris. Contact : Katie Parsons at katie.parsons@coxandkings.co.uk.

	Reasons to write about


The Vikings in England

Vikings: life and legend, British Museum

6 March – 22 June 2014

The Viking Age (800 AD – 1050 AD) was a period of major change across Europe. 

The Vikings expanded from their Scandinavian homelands to create an international network across four continents, where artistic, religious and political ideas met. 

The Vikings’ skill in shipbuilding and seafaring were central to their culture and success, and at the heart of this British Museum exhibition will be a 37-metre-long warship, which is the longest Viking ship ever discovered. 

Several new discoveries, including part of a mass grave of Viking warriors, will be on display for the first time as well as personal objects, including jewellery, amulets and idols. 

Visit www.britishmuseum.org.

The JORVIK Viking Centre, York

The Jorvik Viking Centre, which also celebrates its 30th anniversary in 2014, brings Viking England to life using sights, smells, sounds, heat, cold and damp. 

Visit : www.jorvik-viking-centre.co.uk.

The Silverdale Hoard: The Story So Far, Museum of Lancashire 
15 February 2014

A collection of Viking treasure is to go on permanent display at the Museum of Lancashire from 15 February 2014. 

Known as the Silverdale Hoard, the collection is made up of more than 200 items believed to date from around 900 AD. 

This makes it the third largest Viking silver hoard that has been found in the country so far. With coins, spectacular arm-rings, ingots (metal bars) and lots of fragments – known as 'hacksilver' – the Silverdale Hoard provides a fascinating glimpse into the history of the Vikings in Lancashire.  

The hoard had been buried in a lead pouch discovered under a field in Silverdale by a local metal detector enthusiast in September 2011. 

Visit : www.lancashire.gov.uk/museums.

Hike The Viking Way

The Viking Way is a long distance footpath which starts on the banks of the Humber in North Lincolnshire and winds its way through Lincolnshire to finish on the shores of Rutland Water, a total of 147 miles (235km). 

The route passes through the Lincolnshire Wolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), the market town of Horncastle, the Lincolnshire Limewoods and the City of Lincoln, before entering Leicestershire and Rutland. 

Established in 1976, the name of the route was suggested by the Ramblers Association to reflect the influence of the Vikings in England’s eastern counties, where Danelaw held sway. 

The route is way-marked throughout its length with distinctive Viking helmet symbols to keep you on track. Click here, to downl oad The Viking Way guidebook, providing detailed directions, maps and information on local points of interest.

Visit : www.visitengland.com. Contact : Mark McCulloch at Mark.McCulloch@visitengland.org. 
What’s new for 2014 in France?

Camille Claudel Museum, Nogent-sur-Seine, France

One of France’s finest female sculptors and former muse to Rodin, Camille Claudel, is to have her own museum in her childhood town of Nogent-sur-Seine. 

Scheduled to open at the end of 2014, the museum will be housed in Claudel’s former home and newly constructed additional buildings next to it. 

From a collection of around 1,000 works, 280 will be on permanent display, including sculptures by Claudel and other artists. 

There will also be space for educational programmes, a shop, a library and an auditorium. 

Visit : www.musee-nogent-sur-seine.fr. Contact : Frances Amissah at Frances.Amissah@fourbgb.com. 

Museum of the Battle of Fromelles, France

The Museum of the Battle of Fromelles, which opens on 18 July 2014, commemorates one of the First World War’s bloodiest battles. 

On 19 and 20 July 1916, more than 8,500 British, Australian and German soldiers died or were injured in the Battle of Fromelles. 

Among the exhibits are reconstructions using military equipment found in the trenches, and the chance to meet ‘unknown soldiers’. 

Visit : www.ccweppes.fr. Contact : Frances Amissah at Frances.Amissah@fourbgb.com. 

Aeroscopia Museum, Toulouse, France

The Aeroscopia Museum, which opens in early 2014 by Toulouse-Blagnac airport, and supported by Airbus, aims to display and preserve heritage aircraft. 

Visitors will be able to board milestone aeroplanes including a flight test Concorde supersonic jet, an open Super Guppy transporter and an A300, the world’s first twin-engine wide-body.

Visit : www.aeroscopia-blagnac.fr. Contact : Frances Amissah at Frances.Amissah@fourbgb.com.

Jardin du Luxembourg, Paris, France

Contemporary British photographer Mike Sheil is launching a major exhibition entitled ‘Fields of Battle – Lands of Peace in Paris’ Jardin du Luxembourg in April 2014. 

Commemorating the 100th anniversary of the start of World War I, the exhibition features a series of 60 photographs of Great War battlefields as they are today, accompanied by stories of some of the men who experienced them. 

The aim of the exhibition is to create a path between the today’s landscapes and the battlefields of the past, and it will tour other major cities in France and the UK. 

Visit : www.fieldsofbattle1418.org. Contact : Frances Amissah at Frances.Amissah@fourbgb.com. 

New centenary Remembrance Trails, Nord-Pas de Calais, France

In time for the 100th anniversary of World War I, Nord-Pas de Calais tourist board has put together a website of suggested Remembrance Trails that enable visitors to more easily follow in the footsteps of history and take in 90 different war sites across the area. 

There are four different themed routes, each one exploring a separate aspect of the Great War:

· The Front

· The war of movement and the first German occupation

· The Allies’ logistics base on the Channel coast

· Post war reconstruction

Visit : www.remembrancetrails-northernfrance.com.

Combined kayaking, hang-gliding and wine tasting tours in Virginia

With over 230 wineries and vineyards throughout Virginia, the state is one of the top wine destinations in the United States.  

The wineries are surrounded by countryside, quaint towns and historic sights, and visitors frequently explore the region by following one of the two dozen wine trails. 

While many visitors drive the wine trails, there are also water options for touring.

SouthEast Expeditions offers visitors the chance to “Paddle Your Glass Off” on a kayak wine tour to Chatham Vineyards on Virginia’s Eastern Shore. 

Originally built in 1818 as a working farm, it is now the location of a twenty plus acre French Vinifera vineyard. 

River and Travel Outfitters has teamed up with Tarara Winery, named “Best Winery in Loudoun County” for 14 consecutive years, to create the Paddle and Wine Tour and the Paddle, Wine and Concert Tour.

The excursion starts with a guided 4.5-to-7 mile kayaking or canoeing tour down the gently flowing Potomac River, known for its wide variety of wildlife and water birds including Blue Herons, wild ducks, and the occasional Bald Eagle.

Those visitors on the Paddle and Wine Tour will then arrive at the Tarara Winery, near Leesburg, and enjoy a wine tasting, highlighting the area’s best produce.

Those visitors on the Paddle, Wine & Concert Tour can relax by the concert stage enjoying a food and wine during a festive concert. 

Visit :www.southeastexpeditions.com, www.rivertrail.com and www.virginia.org/wine. Contact : Jo Thomas at jo.thomas@kbc-pr.com. 
Outdoor activities in Lanarkshire, Scotland

Strathclyde Country Park, which is located within reach of Glasgow and Edinburgh, as well as the Scottish Borders, offers visitors the chance to run, cycle and swim.

Lanarkshire’s country parks and historic estates offer a range of walking routes, which criss-cross the area and includes two UNESCO World Heritage Sites at New Lanark and the Antonine Wall, along with the 13th century Bothwell Castle.  

Walkers can also follow the 37-mile Clyde Walkway, which takes in a range of sights, including Stoneybyre Falls, the RSPB’s Baron’s Haugh Reserve and Blantyre’s David Livingston Centre.  

Lanarkshire also offers a selection of cycle routes. Mountain bikers are also well served with a variety of more challenging routes, including 50 miles of new biking tracks at Whitelee Wind Farm and Cathkin Braes Mountain Bike Trails, which is another Proud Host Venue for this year’s Commonwealth Games.

Strathclyde Country Park’s water sports centre offers a range of activities, including canoeing, windsurfing and rowing.  

In East Kilbride, James Hamilton Heritage Park features a 16-acre loch, which provides a tranquil backdrop for different water-based clubs and events.  

Coatbridge’s Time Capsule, Scotland’s water park, features a range of watery attractions including Splashdown Island and Riptide River.

Visit :  www.visitlanarkshire.com. Contact : Holly Russell at holly.russell@porternovelli.co.uk. 

Flanders beer festivals

Leuven Beer Weekend, Leuven, Flanders

2014 - 25 – 27 April 2014

During the last weekend of April Leuven hosts a celebration of beer with tastings, workshops, brewery visits and beer-based cuisine.

Visit : www.leuven.be/en/beercapital.

Zythos Beer Festival, Leuven, Flanders

26 – 27 April 2014

The Zythos Beer Festival will have 100 breweries who will offer at least 500 different beers to sample for festival goers. 

Visit : www.zbf.be. 

Beer Passion Weekend, Antwerp

27-29 June 2014

Antwerp’s beer festival has 40 different breweries serving over 200 speciality beers accompanied by live Brass Band concerts and live Dixieland Jazz bands. 

Visit : www.bierpassieweekend.be. 

Belgian Beer Weekend, Brussels, Grand-Place

5  to 7 September 2014 

Lagers, white,amber and fruit beers of every style are displayed at a hop parade at this popular festival  at the Grand-Place.

Visit : www.belgianbeerweekend.be. 

Beer and Hop festival, Poperinge

19 to 21 September 2014

The town of Poperinge is probably best known for its Great War connections but the region is also prime hop growing terrain. 

Visit : www.hoppefeesten.be. 

Contact : Anita at anita@visitflanders.co.uk. 
UK heritage railways and World War One.

In connection with the Commemoration of World War One (WW1) a number  of heritage railways will be staging events, during 2014, to mark the connection between railways and WW1.  

Main line railways transported large numbers of troops and also conveyed huge quantities of supplies, ammunitions and coal for the battle fleet.

In addition there was a large network of narrow gauge railways which were laid  down in France and Belgium in order to keep the front line trenches supplied with  ammunition and other essentials. 

Unfortunately they often returned conveying the wounded en route to field hospitals.  

Small locomotives were specially manufactured for these railways – a few of which have survived into the preservation era. 

Some of the events being held include:

· WW1 encampment at Alresford with other events along the line, Mid Hants Railway. Alresford, Hampshire.  

14 and 15 June 2014

· WW1 Commemorative Event, South Tynedale Railway, Alston, Cumbria. 

25 to 27 July 2014. 

Apedale Railway, Near Newcastle-under –Lyne, Staffordshire. 

12 to 14 September 2014

This railway has made a special study of the narrow gauge railways of WW1 and will be staging a major event entitled “Tracks to the Trenches” over the three days.

A remarkable survivor is ex Great Western locomotive No 5322 a 2-6-0 type , which was built at Swindon in 1917. 

Currently in the care of the Great Western Society at their Steam Centre at Didcot in Oxfordshire. 

This was one of a batch of locomotives sent to France in order to haul supply and hospital trains returning to England in 1919 where it saw service with the Great Western and British Railways 

until 1964 when it was rescued for preservation.

Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch Railway on the Kent South Coast, is staging a special exhibition to commemorate Captain J.E.P. Howey who was a serving Officer in WW1. 

After the war Captain Howey was able to realise his dream to build and operate this unique narrow gauge line which also played a small part in World War Two.  Being in a strategic area it was taken over by the Army who patrolled the line with a specially adapted armoured train.

 Visit : www.heritagerailways.com. Contact : David Woodhouse at david.woodhouse@hra.gb.com.                                                  

	A place to stay 


Dorsett Shepherds Bush, London

Dorsett Shepherds Bush, which opens in spring 2014, will be the newest addition to the Dorsett Hospitality International portfolio, and the company’s first hotel in Europe.

The company currently has 18 hotels in China, Hong Kong, Singapore and Malaysia.

Dorsett Shepherds Bush will be set within a Grade II listed building, originally known as The Shepherds Bush Pavilion, formerly a cinema, built in 1923. 

Dorsett Shepherds Bush retains the buildings historic façade with added contemporary elegance within. The group will open eleven more hotels within the next two years in China, Hong Kong and United Kingdom.

Visit : www.dorsett.com. Contact : Nicole Lovett at Nicole@grifcopr.com. 

INNSIDE by Meliá, Madrid, Spain
INNSIDE by Meliá, has opened its third property in Madrid.

INNSIDE Suecia is centrally located in the Cortes district next to the Circulo de Bellas Artes and close to the Calle Alcala, Gran Via and Plaza Cibeles.

The hotel, which has 120 rooms and seven suites, and has undergone a full renovation, was built in the 50’s and was once Ernest Hemmingway’s home in the city.  

The brand has plans to open a further eight hotels in the next two years, with its first UK property in Manchester, Autumn 2014.

Visit: www.innside.com. Contact: Mary-Clare Gribbon at mc.gribbon@luchfordapm.com. 

Park Hyatt Vienna, Austria

The Park Hyatt Vienna opens in the Austrian capital on 1 June 2014 - the first Hyatt hotel in the country.

Located in Vienna’s new pedestrian Goldenes Quartier and on the Am Hof square, the Park Hyatt Vienna will occupy a 100-year-old building that formerly served as the headquarters of an Austrian Hungarian Monarcy Bank.

It also forms part of Vienna’s First District, which is listed as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO. 

The hotel is also a short walk from the city’s most important sights, including St. Stephan Cathedral, the Hofburg Palace and other historic monuments and museums.

Visit : www.vienna.park.hyatt.com/en. Contact : Charlotte Rous at charlotte@grifcopr.com. 

Villa Hotel Torre Palombara, Umbria

Villa Hotel Torre Palombara is an historic hotel located in the medieval hilltop town of Narni in the Italian province of Umbria.

The 15th-century stone “Dove Tower” has been restored and transformed into a villa with seven guest rooms and suites.

The breakfast room and swimming pool look out on classic Umbrian landscapes. Rome is one hour away by car or train. 

Visit : www.torrepalombara.com. Contact : Martha Morano at Martha@moranopr.com. 

Sandals Beaches Resort, Antigua, the Caribbean 

Sandals Resorts is to build a new Beaches Resort in Antigua on the site of the its existing Grand Pineapple Resort in Long Bay. 

The new resort will one to four bedroom rooms and suites, up to 12 restaurants, conferencing facilities and a wide range of other features including a water park, a cinema, an Xbox Play Lounge and a BMX track. 

Visit : www.beachesresorts.co.uk and www.visitantiguabarbuda.com. Contact : Anna Wolstenholme at anna@firstpr.co.uk. 

Centara Ceysands Resort & Spa Sri Lanka

Centara Hotels & Resorts of Thailand will soft open its second resort in Sri Lanka in spring of this year.

The Centara Ceysands Resort & Spa Sri Lanka is set on the Bentota Peninsula, at the south of the island, with the Bentota River on one side and the Indian Ocean on the other.

The resort’s arrival lounge is situated at Aluthgama, on the inland side of the river, with guests travelling across the water by barge, a journey that takes five minutes.

Centara’s first property in Sri Lanka, Centara Passikudah Resort & Spa, is located on the east coast of the island and opened early in 2013.

Visit : www.centarahotelsresorts.com/centara/ccs. Contact : Sharan Bearman at sharanb@avenuesales.co.uk. 

Hotels in Flanders
Hotel blabla - Bruges

The Hotel Imperial, Bruges has been renovated and renamed Hotel blabla. It is located in the historic Bruges city centre.

Visit : www.hotelblabla.com/eng. 

TRYP by the Wyndham, Antwerp

Tryp is a new three- star hotel in the centre of Antwerp, located between the central station and the city’s orbital motorway. It is also the Fashion museum, MoMu and  Rubens House. 

Visit : www.trypantwerp.com/en. 

Hotel Messeyne, Kortrijk

The city of  Kortrijk  is located half way between Lille and Ypres and is home to a range of upmarket boutique style hotels. Hotel Messeyne is close to the town’s main square.

Visit : www.hotelmesseyne.be/en.  

Hotel Ondenbergen, Ghent

Hotel Ondenbergen is a new boutique hotel in the centre of Ghent, about 500m from the St Bavo's Cathedral. It is situated in an 18th Century building, which has been renovated with modern furnishings and decor. 

Visit : www.hotelonderbergen.be.

Contact : Anita at anita@visitflanders.co.uk. 

The Oxford Thames Four Pillars Hotel, Oxfordshire UK

The Oxford Thames Four Pillars Hotel has been awarded the Gold Award for Green Tourism through the Green Tourism Business Scheme in recognition of its commitment to local sustainability.

It is the only hotel in Oxford to have achieved this outstanding accolade. 

The Green Tourism Business Scheme (GTBS)is the national sustainable tourism certification scheme for the UK and is the only national scheme to be independently validated by the International Centre for Responsibility (ICRT) on behalf of Visit England, Visit Wales and the Northern Ireland Tourist Board and endorsed by Visit Scotland and Failte Ireland.  

Visit : www.four-pillars.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Mayes at  lucy@humewhitehead.co.uk. 

Anacaona Boutique Hotel, Anguilla

The Anacaona Boutique Hotel is a small, value-oriented hideaway a few paces from one of Anguilla’s most ravishing beaches.  

It has 27 air-conditioned rooms and suites, two swimming pools, a boutique, a massage center, free Wi-Fi and Internet , garden-poolside restaurant and bar, drinks and lunch service on the beach.

Anacaona also has an unofficial role as the cultural entertainment center of the island, presenting local music and dancing and dinner theatre.

Anguilla is a British overseas territory in the Caribbean and one of the most northerly of the Leeward Islands in the Lesser Antilles, lying east of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands and directly north of Saint Martin. 

The territory consists of the main island of Anguilla itself, approximately 16 miles (26 km) long by 3 miles (5 km) wide at its widest point, together with a number of much smaller islands and cays with no permanent population. 

Visit : www.anacaonahotel.com. Contact :  Ian Keown at iankeown@gmail.com. 

Grand Hotel Tremezzo, Lake Como, Italy

Dating back to 1910 and Art Nouveau in style and decoration, the family owned Grand Hotel Tremezzo has one of the most enchanting positions on Lake Como with spectacular panoramic views of both the town of Bellagio, the Riviera delle Azalee and the stunning Grigne Mountains.

The historic hotel has 92 rooms and suites, all of which offer guests views of the lake or the hotel’s century-old 20,000 sq.m park and gardens. 

Visit :  www.grandhoteltremezzo.com. Contact : Katie O'Lone at katie@masonrose.com. 

Fairmont Baku, Flame Towers, Azerbaijan

The newly opened Fairmont Baku,  Flame Towers is located on the highest part of the city of Baku, Azerbaijan’s capital city.

The 36-storey Fairmont Baku, Flame Towers features 318 rooms suites and apartments and enjoys views over Baku, the Caspian Sea and the UNESCO World Heritage site of the ancient Inner City.

Visit : www.fairmont.com/baku. Contact : Panzer, Eva-Maria at Eva-Maria.Panzer@frhi.com. 

The Break, Narragansett, RI

Lark Hotels, a collection of designer boutique properties located in iconic coastal New England hot spots, will open The Break in Narragansett, Rhode Island in June 2014. 

Situated just one block from the ocean and a short walk to the beach, the property  will feature a retro chic surf vibe and will be the first hotel of its kind in a seaside town, which boasts some of the best surf breaks in New England.

Lark Hotels are located in : 
	· Kennebunkport and Portland, ME

· Nantucket, MA
	· Portsmouth, NH, and

· Newport and Narragansett, RI.


Visit : www.thebreakhotel.com. Contact : Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widness-co-pr.com. 

Africa Albida Tourism

Africa Albida Tourism offers properties at :

· Victoria Falls Safari Lodge, Victoria Falls Safari Club & Victoria Falls Safari Suites, Zimbabwe, and 
· Ngoma Safari Lodge - Chobe, Botswana

Visit : www.africaalbidatourism.com. Contact : Charlotte Rous at Charlotte@grifcopr.com.

The Lodge at Torrey Pines, San Diego, California

The Lodge at Torrey Pines has captured one of the travel industry’s most coveted designations: the 2014 AAA Five Diamond award.

Since its opening in 2002, The Lodge has maintained its Five Diamond designation annually.

Overlooking the Torrey Pines Golf Course, the property has 170 guest rooms and suites.

Being recognized as a “Worlds Best Hotel” by Sunset Magazine The Lodge is located in San Diego’s La Jolla neighbourhood.

Visit : www.lodgetorreypines.com.

Ritz Carlton, Kyoto, Japan

The Ritz Carlton, Kyoto luxury-urban resort has opened on the Kamogawa River, Nijho Ohashi, close to Kyoto’s downtown areas including Gion and Kawaramachi-dori, the city’s retail and entertainment district. 

The hotel’s guest rooms offer views of the river and the Higashiyama Mountains.

Visit : www.kyoto.travel. Contact Jessica Meins at jessicameins@mccluskey.co.uk.

The Setai, Miami Beach, Florida

The Setai, Miami Beach, voted in November 2013 as “Best Hotel in Miami” by readers of Condé Nast Traveler, will unveil its Ocean Suites at The Setai, Miami Beach in April 2014.

Comprised of one-, two- and three-bedroom suites, starting at 900 square feet, all Ocean Suites feature balconies with views of the Atlantic Ocean. 

Located at Collins Avenue and 20th Street, directly on Miami Beach, The Ocean Suites are situated among the luxury shopping, fine dining, cultural events and nightlife of Miami Beach.

Visit : www.thesetaihotel.com. Contact : Claire Mans at claire@masonrose.com. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 


	In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.com  

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com


	
	The Alliance 

bulletin


	Issue 156: mid-February 2014                    www.itwalliance.com


Providing key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Editor : Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com 

Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel writers, broadcasters and photographers

· Editor : 
commissioning editors

· Partner : 
travel and tourism industry organisations, or 

· Agency : 
agency representatives with travel or tourism clients
The Alliance press card 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with formal recognition of their status and standing – and a roving ambassador’s role - in the profession.

See Appendix one for the directory of opportunities for press card holders.




Join and follow 
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@writersalliance
The Alliance bulletin 
	Job shop


Here are some of the professional opportunities available on The International Travel Writers Alliance Job Shop. 

The Job Shop has been created to enable the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.

The Alliance’s travel journalists can also :

· set up Job Alerts so as to be notified if a job is posted that matches the journalists skills or interests 

· create an anonymous job seeker profile or upload a CV for potential employers to search through, and 
· access job searching tools and tips 
Although in its infancy, we hope the Job Shop will become a valuable addition to the range of services offered by the International Travel Writers Alliance.

Managing Editor
The Institute of Inspection, Cleaning and Restoration Certification (IICRC) is an international institute with offices in the United States, Australia, Great Britain and Japan. 
Journal Managing Editor
The Institute of Inspection, Cleaning and Restoration Certification (IICRC) is an international institute with offices in the United States, Australia, Great Britain and Japan. 
Editor 
Carlsbad, California

San Diego Area Jobs

Editor, BackStory
Charlottesville, Virginia

Virginia Foundation for the Humanities

The site also features UK job opportunities.

Visit : www.jobtarget.com/home/home.cfm?site_id=14773
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Captain Cook Cruises, Australia

Captain Cook Cruises operates a fleet of 16 vessels and offers a choice of over 150 cruises weekly throughout Australia and Fiji.

These range from the Great Barrier Reef to the islands of Fiji, from the bays and beaches of Sydney Harbour to the outback vastness of the Murray River basin.

Captain Cook Cruises is a family-owned, Australian ‘small ship’ cruise operator and the recipient of numerous awards including :

· Australian, New South Wales, Tropical North Queensland and South Australian `Tourism Awards for Excellence’

· Fiji Visitors Bureau `Best Cruise Line’, and 

· the Australian Federation of Travel Agents `Best Cruise Line’.

Visit : www.captaincook.com.au. Contact : Brooke Tolar at pr@captaincook.com.au
Adventure Cat Sailing Charters, San Francisco

Adventure Cat Sailing Charters has a fleet of spacious catamarans that take guests on a stable, safe ride combining the exhilaration of fresh air and waves on our deck with the protection and outstanding views from our covered cabin.

It’s the chance to enjoy some of the Bay's most popular attractions up close with sailings around Alcatraz Island, directly underneath the Golden Gate Bridge and back to gaze at the city's famed skyline.

There’s also the chance to see pelicans, sea lions, dolphins, and even the occasional whale. 

Visit : www.adventurecat.com. Contact : Sharon Schrum at sharon@adventurecat.com. 

The Pocono Mountains, Pennsylvania, USA

Any time of year is a good time to visit the Pocono Mountains in northeastern Pennsylvania. 

This region teeming with history offers year-round cultural tours and art exhibitions, abundant antiquing and brand-name shopping and a full calendar of festivals showcasing the heritage, music and food of the Pocono Mountains. 

Winters offer guests the opportunity to ski, snowboard, snow tube and even snowshoe their way through snowy wonderlands, while summers also cater to the active traveller allowing exploration of 261 miles of hiking and biking trails, golf courses, whitewater rafting, boating, fishing and open access to nine state and two national parks.


Visit : www.800poconos.com. Elizabeth Richardson at erichardson@poconos.org. 

Hilton Head Golf Island, South Carolina

If you are planning a golf getaway to South Carolina, make it a Hilton Head golf vacation. 

Golf enthusiasts can find over 30 world-class quality golf courses on the Hilton Head Golf Island, many of which have been sculpted by golf course architects as Robert Trent Jones Sr., Pete Dye and Jack Nicklaus.

Hilton Head Island itself is a Lowcountry resort town located on an island of the same name in Beaufort County, South Carolina, USA. 
It is 20 miles north of Savannah, Georgia and 95 miles south of Charleston. 
Visit : www.hiltonheadgolfisland.com. Contact : Glenn Gray at ggray@buffalocommunications.com. 

The Historic House Hotels, UK

The Historic House Hotels comprise :

	· Bodysgallen Hall in North Wales

· Hartwell House in Aylesbury, and 
	· Middlethorpe Hall in York.




Each building is at least 300 years old, and there are few hotels of such charm and historic interest.

In 2008 the group was gifted to the National Trust, by donation, to ensure their long-term protection and with all profits benefiting the houses and the charity.

Visit : www.historichousehotels.com. Contact : Alison Buxton at alison.buxton@gmail.com.

The Oneida County Convention & Visitors Bureau


Oneida County is a county located in the New York State, named after the Oneida, an Iroquoian tribe that formerly occupied the region.

The Oneida County Convention & Visitors Bureau is the County's official tourism marketing organization dedicated to building Oneida County's economy and positive image through tourism development, events, and the marketing of the county on a global basis.

Contact : www.oneidacountytourism.com. Contact : Kelly
Blazosky at Oneida@TheCHTGroup.com.

Orient-Express Hotels

Orient-Express Hotels is a luxury hotel company and adventure travel operator which began offering luxury travel experiences since 1976, when it purchased Hotel Cipriani in Venice.

Shortly after the company recreated the Venice Simplon-Orient-Express, linking London, Paris and Venice, along with other European cities.   

Today the Orient-Express Hotels brand embraces 46 hotel, cruise and luxury rail businesses in 22 countries, including distinctive properties including : 
	Hotel Cipriani in Venice

Grand Hotel Europe in St Petersburg

Hotel Ritz Madrid


	Mount Nelson Hotel in Cape Town

Copacabana Palace in Rio de Janeiro, and 

Maroma Resort and Spa on Mexico’s Riviera Maya.  


The Company also operates six luxury tourist trains, three river cruise operations and one of New York’s most iconic restaurants.  

Visit : www.orient-express.com. Contact : Anna Nash at anna.nash@orient-express.com.
	News


Sweet Home Alabama

Located alongside the Tennessee River, Muscle Shoals, Alabama is enjoying the limelight following the release of the award winning documentary Muscle Shoals which is now available on DVD following the film’s launch last October. 
The film which tells the true story of ‘a small town with a big sound’ features many of the stars who recorded there including Mick Jagger, Keith Richards, Aretha Franklin and Etta James.  
At the heart of the story is Producer Rick Hall who founded FAME Studios. Today visitors to The Shoals can tour FAME Studio, a ‘live’ studio recently used by Alicia Keys. 
The Muscle Shoals Sound Studio is also currently being restored to a fully functioning recording studio. 

Visit : www.muscleshoals.co.uk, www.alabama.travel and www.deep-south-usa.com/alabama. 

For enquiries regarding press trips please contact Della Tully at della.tully@btinternet.com. 
Trusted Luxury Cruises

Trusted Luxury Cruises is looking for writers to provide weekly content for its travel website.  
Similarly, posts highlighting onboard experiences or activities that include comparisons among the luxury lines is desired.   Most any content related to luxury travelling is welcomed and helpful to our visitors.

Each post will be uploaded to Trusted Luxury Cruises and shared on Facebook and Twitter. 
Although the site does not pay a fee, it may wellhelp writers secure press trips on cruise liners and the editor will be happy to contact the luxury cruise lines on behalf of a writer who has contributed their features.

Dedicated to luxury travellers, the Trusted Luxury Cruises website focuses on luxury cruises, with content encompassing destination-oriented restaurants, tours, sights, cities, shore excursions, hotels, itineraries, etc.   

The purpose of Trusted Luxury is to inspire the four seasons traveller, who would never consider a cruise as a genuine vacation option, to reconsider the luxury cruise line option.  

Visit : www.trustedluxurycruises.com. Contact : James Donleyjames at d@trustedluxury.com
Once – the Musical 

The release of 400,000 new tickets for the London West End musical Once, will take the production at the Phoenix Theatre to 4 July 2015.  

The eight time Tony award-winning musical, which opened at the Phoenix Theatre in April last year was originally developed at the American Repertory Theater (Cambridge, Massachusetts) in April 2011.  

The Broadway production of Once continues at the Bernard B. Jacob’s Theatre and the North American tour began last Autumn.  

When an Irish busker and a young Czech mother meet through a shared love of music, their songwriting sparks a deep connection and a tender, longing romance that neither of them could have expected. 

Visit : www.oncemusical.co.uk. Jonathan Mountford at jonathan@made2010.com. 

The Savoy Resort & Spa, the Seychelles

The new five-star Savoy Resort & Spa opens in the Seychelles in mid-February 2014.

The resort, which is located on the beach of Beau Vallon, on the Seychelles' island, Mahé, has 163 rooms, a conference centre, spa and wellness area and two restaurants on site. 

 
Visit : www.savoy.sc. Contact : Emily Yuan at emily@connectedpr.com. 
Bombay Sapphire’s new Hampshire-based distillery

Bombay Sapphire’s new Hampshire-based distillery will open in March 2014 and will feature a glasshouse designed by Thomas Heatherwick and a bar school on site. 
Visit : www.laverstokemill.co.uk. Contact : Rishika Sharma at Rishika.Sharma@visitengland.org.

Fatal Attraction, Theatre Royal Haymarket, London 

From 8 March 2014


Fatal Attraction is being re-interpreted for the stage by original screen writer James Dearden, in a production directed by Trevor Nunn. 

The story of obsession and revenge explores how a chance meeting in a bar and a casual encounter quickly becomes a living nightmare for Dan Gallagher, a successful New York lawyer, and his young family. 

Visit : www.theatreroyalhaymarket.co.uk/Fatal-Attraction.html. Contact Jessica McCrorie at jessicamccrorie@akauk.com.

Wilderness Safaris, Namibia

Wilderness Safaris has added the Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp to its suite of camps in Namibia’s remote Kaokoveld. 

Located in the private Palmwag Concession straddling the Palmwag area and Skeleton Coast National Park, the camp is set in a land of stark mountains, vast plains, and dry riverbeds inhabited by wildlife that has adapted to the arid conditions. 

One of the greatest concentrations of desert-adapted elephant can be found within this area – along with gemsbok, giraffe, springbok.

For the first time, forays into the Hoanib floodplains (previously restricted inside the Skeleton Coast National Park) can be undertaken.

The camp comprising eight tents is expected to be ready in August 2014. 

Visit : www.wilderness-safaris.com. Contact : Charlotte Rous at Charlotte@grifcopr.com. 

Winvian, Connecticut

Winvian, the Connecticut resort in the Litchfield Hills, has been named by  Zagat as one of “America’s Top Restaurants in 2014.

In January of 2014, Winvian also received five AAA diamonds for its restaurant and five for the accommodation, the only property in Connecticut which has AAA Five Diamonds for both dining and accommodations.

Winvian, which is located two hours from New York City and 2.5 hours from Boston, has 18 designer cottages and one suite within 113 acres of meadows and woodlands.  

Visit :  www.winvian.com. Contact: Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widness-co-pr.com. 
New restaurant at Claridge’s
Opening Spring 2014

Widely regarded as one of the UK’s most inventive and exciting chefs, Simon Rogan will take the helm at Claridge’s new restaurant when it opens in Spring 2014. 

Rogan currently holds two Michelin stars, and his modern British cooking style and creative techniques are inspired by indigenous produce, which he sources from his own farm in Cumbria. 

Visit : www.claridges.co.uk. Contact Paula Fitzherbert at pfitzherbert@claridges.co.uk

UNWTO International Handbook on Tourism and Peace

The United Nations World Tourism Organisation has published the International Handbook on Tourism and Peace, an inclusive collection of perspectives this subject from leading international experts.

Topics range from sustainable development and conflict resolution to eco-tourism and heritage preservation and includes several case studies.

Published by the Centre for Peace Research and Peace Education of the Klagenfurt University, in collaboration with UNWTO, the publication aims to make a significant academic insight for presenting tourism as a powerful tool within the international peace building agenda.
Visit : www.unwto.org. Contact : Kate Holmes media@unwto.org. 
ME London and the BRIT's

ME London has signed a partnership agreement as the official hotel partner for The BRIT Awards 2014 with MasterCard. 

The BRIT Awards are the British Phonographic Industry's annual pop music awards, and the British equivalent of the American Grammy Awards. 

As part of the partnership, ME London will be hosting a BRITs photography exhibition from the archives of the BRITs, celebrating past winners, in their Marconi bar until  10 March 2014.

Throughout the partnership ME London will stage quarterly gigs in the ME Room, to raise money for The BRIT Trust – the UK’s music industry charity.

Visit: www.MELondonUK.com and www.brits.co.uk. Contact : Jo Berry or Sophie Kelk at jo.berry@luchfordapm.com. 

India

India is to extend visa-on-arrival facilities to tourists from all nations (precisely 180 countries) except eight, by October 2014.Currently India’s visa-on-arrival is confined to 11.

Nations barred from visa-on-arrival will be Sri Lanka, Pakistan, China, Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Nigeria and Somalia.

Beautiful China - 2014

The China National Tourism Administration (CNTA) has launched its 2014 global tourism campaign entitled “Beautiful China – 2014 Year of Smart Travel.

The campaign will highlight the efforts China has made to use technology to make visiting China more navigable and enjoyable. 

Special events and promotions will take place throughout 2014 to emphasize this theme. A new China tourism website has also been launched.

Visit :  www.travelchina.gov.cn. Contact : london@cnta.gov.cn. 

Tanzania

The Tanzania National Parks Authority (TANAPA) has set aside 34 areas for local people to invest in the tourism industry.

The idea is that within the identified areas local investors can establish facilities including providing accommodation, for tourists. 

Visit : www.tanzaniaparks.com. Contact : info@tanzaniaparks.com. 

	Leads


Bolongo Bay Beach Resort, US Virgin Island

In 1974 a Long Island, NY, watch salesman Dick Doumeng and his wife Joyce began to manage Bolongo Bay Beach Resort in St. Thomas and began what would become a family legacy and icon in the US Virgin Islands.

The 62-room resort is still owned and managed by the Doumeng family, now in its second generation. 

Bolongo Bay Beach Resort has been a trend-setter on St. Thomas bringing many firsts to the destination including hiding free bottles of local Cruzan rum in its bay for guests to snorkel and find, bringing all inclusive to the US Virgin Islands.

Over the 40 years, 41,600 bottles of free rum have been hidden in the bay for the resort’s weekly snorkel booze hunt where its “finders, keepers.” 
Visit : www.bolongobay.com. Contact: Julie Harper, julie@madiganpratt.com 

The Mauritshuis in The Hague, the Netherlands

The Mauritshuis in The Hague, home of Vermeer’s Girl with a Pearl Earring, will open on 27 June 2014 following a major renovation.

The Mauritshuis is a small museum with a lakeside location in the heart of The Hague, the historic city that is home to the Dutch Parliament and Royal Family. 

The reopening provides an opportunity for a major re-presentation of the museum’s collection of Dutch art.

The museum also features two of Vermeer's Girl with a Pearl Earring (c.1665) and View of Delft (c.1660 – 1661).

The Mauritshuis, one of the finest examples of Dutch Classicist architecture, was built between 1636 and 1644 for and named after Count Johan Maurits van Nassau-Siegen.

Its historic 17th century building has been renovated and upgraded with many of the building’s original features and colour schemes having been restored and renewed. 

Visit :  www.mauritshuis.nl. Contact : Simone Sagi at ssagi@holland.com. 
Heckfield Place, Hampshire UK 

Opening in autumn 2014, Heckfield Place manor house hotel with its 330 acre farm, will have 60 individually-designed bedrooms, a historic walled garden, spa cottages offering health and beauty experiences, a delicious restaurant and a working farm with livestock and vegetables. 
Visit : www.heckfieldplace.co.uk. Contact : Rishika Sharma at Rishika.Sharma@visitengland.org.

The Lee Valley VeloPark, London 

The Lee Valley VeloPark will opening March 2014, becoming one of the lasting legacies of London 2012. 
The park will have four cycling disciplines with track cycling, racing the road circuit, tackling mountain bike trails and riding the re-modelled Olympic BMX track. .  
Visit : www.visitleevalley.org.uk. Contact : Rishika Sharma at Rishika.Sharma@visitengland.org.

South Park in the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, London 

South Park in the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park will also open in spring 2014, with wetlands and waterways providing a backdrop to new bars, cafes and restaurants and a continually changing programme of events in the energy-charged sporting, cultural and entertainment attractions. 
Visit : queenelizabetholympicpark.co.uk. Contact : Rishika Sharma at Rishika.Sharma@visitengland.org.
Siesta Beach in Sarasota County, Florida USA

Siesta Beach in Sarasota County on the Gulf Coast of Florida, which was voted America’s no.1 beach by Dr Beach in 2011, is highlighting its outdoor yoga activities.

Research has shown that exercising in natural environments is associated with increased energy, decreased tension and greater enjoyment.

Siesta Beach is known for its soft, white sand that stays cool even on the hottest days. 

Visit : www.yogaonsiestabeach.com and www.visitsarasota.org.  Contact : Antonia at antonia@goshpr.co.uk. 

English Lakeland Ramblers

Virginia-based English Lakeland Ramblers has planned two itineraries to Scotland’s Western Highlands and the Isle of Skye and “Scotland: Isle of Skye and the Outer Hebrides.

The itineraries will enable guests to walk around Scotland’s Highlands and Islands and hiking ancient trails and staying at country inn.

The Ramblers’ tour includes 29 to 35 miles of walks in seven days, with an occasional hike to 1,000 feet.  

English Lakeland Ramblers also offers guided walking tours of the Lake District, Wales, Cornwall, the Cotswolds and England’s Coast-to-Coast (the Lake District and Cumbria).  

Visit : www.ramblers.com. contact : Martha Morano at moranopr@aol.com. 
Woburn Safari Park, UK 

The Woburn Safari Park has introduced pair of Amur tigers into its Kingdom of the Carnivores enclosure.

The hope is these young animals will breed successfully.

A new tiger house was built in 2013, ready for the pair’s arrival. 

Visit : www.woburn.co.uk. Contact Abigail Crowley at Abigail.Crowley@woburn.co.uk

The Royal Shakespeare Company, UK

The Royal Shakespeare Company (RSC) is returning to Newcastle Theatre Royal this autumn with new productions of Henry IV, Part I (25 September – 4 October), Henry IV, Part II (26 September – 4 October) and The Two Gentlemen of Verona (7 - 11 October).

Visit www.theatreroyal.co.uk. Contact : Natalie Joyce at  natalie.joyce@theatreroyal.co.uk. 
Tropic Journeys in Nature, Ecuador

Tropic Journeys in Nature is an ecotourism company specialising in responsible, community-based tourism in Ecuador. 

Programs combine life-changing, active-but-cultural ecotourism experiences focusing on nature, conservation, diversity and sustainability.

The company is also to represents Galapagos’ new Pikaia Lodge, which is opening this year on Santa Cruz Island.

The 14 room Pikaia Lodge will be the most eco sustainable, lixury, property to be built in the Galapagos Archipelago, a UNESCO World Heritage site. 

It holds a LEED operational certification and will be a member of Small Luxury Hotels of the World. 

Visit : www.destinationecuador.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com. 

The US Astronaut Hall of Fame
Space shuttle astronauts Shannon Lucid, the only American woman to serve aboard the Russian Space Station Mir, and Jerry Ross, the first human to complete seven space shuttle missions, have been selected for induction in the U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame.

Lucid and Ross will be inducted into the Astronaut Hall of Fame on 3 May  at the Kennedy Space Center, Florida.

The Kennedy Space Center highlights the story of the U.S. space programme and including :  

The Kennedy Space Center Tour featuring the Saturn V Center with an actual Saturn V moon rocket the Angry Birds™ Space Encounter Shuttle Launch Experience 3D IMAX® space films, and Astronaut Encounter

The new $100 million home for Space Shuttle Atlantis opened in June 2013. 

Visit : www.KennedySpaceCenter.com. Contact : Nancy Glasgow at nancy@bitner.com. 
AdventureSmith Explorations, Panama

Small ship cruise expert AdventureSmith Explorations has unveiled cruising and land-based tours focused on the 48-mile  Panama Canal, which celebrates its centennial in 2014.

On a variety of itineraries guests will learn the history of overcoming hardships endured from 1881 when work on the canal first began, only to be aborted and started again when the United States in 1904 put its resources behind this engineering miracle that began changing the course of commerce – and world history -- in 1914.

 Today some 14,000 ships pass annually through the canal.

Visit : www.adventuresmithexplorations.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com. 

London's West End and New York's Broadway

Miss Saigon, London

Cameron Mackintosh’s new production of Miss Saigon will open at the Prince Edward Theatre, London on the 3 May 2014. 

Miss Saigon tells the tragic tale of young bar girl Kim, orphaned by war, who falls in love with an American GI called Chris - but their lives are torn apart by the fall of Saigon.

Visit: www.miss-saigon.com
Cameron Mackintosh

Cameron Mackintosh, one of the most successful theatrical producer of all-time, has become the first British producer to be inducted into Broadway’s Theatre Hall of Fame.

Visit : www.cameronmackintosh.com
Back to the Future, London

A stage musical version of 1980s time travel film Back to the Future is set to arrive in the West End in 2015.

Contact : Natalie Browne at natalie@made2010.com. 

	What’s on in 2014


St Moritz, Switzerland 
White Turf St.Moritz – International Horse Races on Snow

9 to 23 February (annual)

The annual White Turf event, a tradition dating back to 1907, takes place on the frozen Lake St. Moritz. There are flat and trotting races while men and women on skis are pulled along at high speed by horses at the only skijoring race in the world. 

Cricket on Ice

13 to 16 February 2014 (annual)

Since 1988, St. Moritz has hosted what is one of the most unusual games of cricket, played at Cricket on Ice on the frozen Lake St. Moritz.

Visit : www.engadin.stmoritz.ch. Contact : Angela Rupp at PR@estm.ch. 

Modernism Week, Palm Springs, California

13 to 23 February (annually)

Palm Springs stages an 11-day schedule of films, parties, talks and tours during Modernism Week - a retro celebration with more than 100 events including architectural design tours and cocktail parties in desert modernist homes.
The National Trust for Historic Preservation has named Palm Springs, California as one of America’s Dozen Distinctive Destinations, an annual list of unique and lovingly preserved communities in the country. 

Palm Springs has also been designated a Preserve America City. 
Visit : www.visitpalmsprings.com and www.modernismweek.com.  Contact : Sarah Habicht at at sarah@humewhitehead.co.uk. 
Events in Montréal.


Montréal en lumière

20 February to 2 March 2014

Every year since 2000, the Montreal High Lights Festival, or Festival Montréal en Lumière, lights up the city around the dreariest part of February.

The festival includes hundreds of gastronomic and wine tasting activities, live music, dance, theater and circus and a free outdoor illuminated site in the heart of the Quartier des spectacles.  

Visit : www.montrealenlumiere.com

The  International Festival of Films on ART

March 20 to 30, 2014

The festival showcases the best productions of films on art produced across the globe.It embraces multiple forms of creativity, including painting, sculpture, architecture, contemporary art, digital art, literature, design, fashion, theater, dance, music, and photography.

Visit : www.artfifa.com
Visit : www.tourisme-montreal.org. Contact : Marie-Jose Pinsonnault at pinsonnault.mariejose@tourisme-montreal.org. 

Vikings: life and legend at the British Museum, London
6 March to 22 June 2014

The Viking Age (800–1050) was a period of major change across Europe. 

The Vikings expanded from their Scandinavian homelands to create an international network connecting cultures over four continents, where artistic, religious and political ideas met.  

The Vikings’ skill in shipbuilding and seafaring was central to their culture and success, and at the heart of the exhibition will be a 37-metre-long warship, which is the longest Viking ship ever discovered. 

Many other new discoveries, including part of a mass grave of Viking warriors, will be on display for the first time as well as personal objects, including jewellery, amulets and idols. For more information contact the 

Visit : www.britishmuseum.org. Contact : communications@britishmuseum.org. 


Virgin Money London Marathon 2014 

13 April 2014 

Every year, approximately 30,000 people run the 26.2 mile (42.2km) marathon through the streets of London.

Some run for personal achievement, some to raise money for their favourite charity. Many run in outrageous fancy-dress. Previous years' costumes have included a giant penguin, a London bus, Superman, and a slow-moving snail. 

The Virgin Money London Marathon is open to all abilities, from beginners who walk the course to professional athletes.

The route runs along the south of the Thames and then the north side after crossing the river on Tower Bridge. 

From Greenwich and Blackheath to Buckingham Palace, runners pass some of the capital's famous landmarks, including the London Eye and the Tower of London.

Visit : www.virginmoneylondonmarathon.com. Contact : Fran Ridler at franr@london-marathon.co.uk. 
The Top Gear Festival, Barbados

17 and 18 May 2014

The Top Gear Festival Barbados will host an international round of this year’s Red Bull Global Rallycross Championship adding to the line-up of motoring entertainment taking place during the festival.

The Top Gear Festival Barbados will be the only Red Bull Global Rallycross event taking place outside of the US during 2014.

visit : www.topgearfestivalbarbados.com and www.visitbarbados.org. Contact : Johnson JohnRose at jjohnrose@caribtourism.com. 

1000 Years of Traditional Craft, Lincoln, UK

31 May 2014

The 1000 Years of Traditional Crafts event returns to Lincoln Castle for its third year.

Over the weekend, the grounds of Lincoln Castle will be filled with craftspeople demonstrating traditional skills from blacksmithing and pole lathe to willow weaving and jewellery making.

As well as having the chance to see age old skills in action, members of the public will have the opportunity to try their hand by having a go at one of the short courses that will be taking place in the recently built Heritage Skills Centre in the grounds of the Castle. 

Visit : www.visitlincolnshire.com/1000years.aspx. Contact : Charlotte Goy at Charlotte.Goy@Lincs-Chamber.co.uk. 

The 2014 Route 66 International Festival, Kingman, Arizona,

14 to 17 August 2014

Two of the Southwest’s major tourist destinations, Hualapai Tourism, operators of Grand Canyon West, home of the Skywalk, and the Route 66 International Festival are to host a multi-day Festival in August 2014.

Events planned include :

· Vintage Car, Motorcycle nd Travel Trailer Shows 

· a Conference on Transforming Route 66 into America’s 1st All Electric Highway with solar charging stations 

· golf and bowling tournaments 

· a VW Bug Fest, Film Festival, Sock Hop, concerts, and, 

· barbecues and Wine & Rum Tastings from the Hualapai Mountains to the Valle Vista Wine Country.

Kingman, Arizona, is located at the intersection of Interstate 40 and US Highway 93, 90 minutes south of Las Vegas.

The average temperature in August is 93 degrees with low humidity.

Visit : www.Kingman66Fest.com. Contact : Joshua Noble at josh@gokingman.com. 

Events at Arundel Castle, West Sussex

One of the largest inhabited and complete castles in England, Arundel Castle is situated in 40 acres of grounds overlooking the River Arun in West Sussex.
It was founded at the end of the 11th century by Roger de Montgomery, Earl of Arundel and today is the family home of the 18th Duke of Norfolk.

Pirates & Smugglers Day

Tuesday 5 August
Sunday 21 September
Set on the Lower Lawns at Arundel Castle, these family days will be an opportunity to find out about the Smugglers of Sussex, and the Pirates who menaced the waters around the world. 
Life in a Medieval Castle 

Saturday 16 & Sunday 17 August


The Raven Tor Living History Group will be portraying the life and times of people living in and next to a Medieval Castle throughout the 14th and 15th Centuries. 
Bank Holiday Multi-period Event 

Saturday 23, Sunday 24 & Monday 25 August


Set on the Lower Lawns of Arundel Castle the tented encampment of Raven Tor Living History Group will reflect 2,000 years of local and Castle history through crafts, costume and combat displays. 
Visitors will have the opportunity to meet characters and experience events from the Roman Empire right up to the Cold War of the late 20th Century.

Normans and Crusaders in The Keep

Wednesday 29 to Thursday 30 October

The Raven Tor Living History Group will be portraying the life and times of the 12th Century Norman period in The Keep at Arundel Castle. 
With combat, weaponry, armour and crafts displays, visitors will not only be able to see what life was like for those living in a castle of this time, but also gain an insight into the lives of those preparing to leave on the perilous Crusades.

Visit : www.arundelcastle.org.  Contact : Flow Powell at flo@midnight.co.uk. 

The 125th Icelandic Festival of Manitoba, Canada 

August 2014 

The 125th Icelandic Festival of Manitoba is held in the resort town of Gimli on the shores of Lake Winnipeg, and extends Icelandic culture and hospitality through a variety of family-oriented events.

Visit : www.icelandicfestival.com. Contact: Kathi Thorarinson Neal at jkssneal@gmail.com. 

Boston Local Food Festival, Illinois USA

6 October 2014
The Boston Local Food Festival is a free outdoor festival that showcases farmers, local restaurants, food trucks, specialty food producers, fisher folks and organisations focusing on healthy food and fitness from New England. 

The festival also features lively chef & DIY demos, a seafood throwdown competition and live music and performances.

The festival is a zero-waste event, meaning we divert over 91% of our waste each year and we offset 100% of our energy use! 

Visit : www.bostonlocalfoodfestival.org. Contact : Nicola Williams at nicola@thewilliamsagency.net. 
Festival of Lights (Fête des Lumières), Lyon, France

5 to 8 December 2014

The city of Lyon hosts its annual Festival of Lights (Fête des Lumières) – one of the world’s grandest Christmas light displays. 

The event attracts over a million visitors to see the spectacular light installations developed by world-renowned artists. 

Nearly 70 light displays will be on show around the city along with stalls and ‘bouchons’ – traditional Lyonnaise eateries – selling food and wine.

Visit : www.fetedeslumieres.lyon.fr/EN. Contact : Chase Burns at cburns@GolinHarris.com. 
	Reasons to write about


First World War Galleries, Imperial War Museum, London 

July 2014 onwards 

In the new First World War Galleries made up of 14 areas, visitors to the Imperial War Museum (IWM) London will discover the story of the First World War.

Drawing on our First World War collections – the most comprehensive in the world – the Galleries will be feature objects, many of which have never been seen before, from lucky charms made from shell fragments to iconic recruitment posters and huge ship models. 

Displays will include weapons and uniforms through to diaries, letters and souvenirs together with photographs, art and film.

Many Interactive digital displays and immersive spaces will also feature in the Galleries allowing visitors to explore stories and wider themes further. 

Highlights include the Life at the Front area, where visitors will be able to explore a recreated trench with a light and soundscape evoking the conditions endured by troops.

Truth and Memory

July 2014 to 8 March 2015

Truth and Memory will be the largest exhibition and first major retrospective of British First World War art for almost 100 years and will include work by some of Britain’s most important artists of the twentieth century.

Using artworks drawn mainly from IWM’s national collection this exhibition will assess the immediate impact and enduring legacy of British art of the First World War.

Visit : www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-london. Contact : Nina Dellow at ndellow@iwm.org.uk. 

Five European cycling cities 

Momondo has listed its top five European cities to discover on two wheels.

Amsterdam 

Arguably the most recognisable biking capital of the world, Amsterdam claims top spot for its easy access to bicycles through public scheme OV-Fiets, which has 240 hire locations offering bikes by the hour, day or week. 

Renting is reasonable and for those who’d like a more relaxing ride, electric bikes can also be leased for just 7.50 Euros a day.

Tip: Rent the ‘Beerbike’, which at 1.5m wide allows one to legally drink and ride round the city.
Paris
France’s capital has long been admired by bike-lovers, and boasts The Salon du Cycle – a national event bringing together both amateurs and professionals. 

Perfect for cyclists, the Paris Respire scheme also closes off parts of the city, such as roads by the river Seine, the Marais and Montmatre, every Sunday and over bank holidays between 9am-5pm.

Paris benefits from public scheme Vélib Bike Hire, which has more than 1,200 docking stations and 18,000 bikes around Paris. 

Tip: Gain an extra 15 minutes free, if the docking station is fully occupied, in order to return your bike to another station.

Berlin

National scheme Call-A-Bike offers over 100 rental locations, and Berlin’s tubes and trains even offer special tickets permitting bikes to be taken inboard.

Only over 18s can buy access to the scheme, although anyone over 14 can ride one of the public bikes.

MITip: Cycle behind public buses 100 or 200 for the best scenic views of the city, as these routes pass most tourist spots.

Nice

Nice’s biking scheme Vélo bleu offers 175 docking stations around the city, and rental from just 1 Euro an hour. 

Visitors should experience biking down the flat Promenade des Anglais – a five-mile walkway connecting Chateau Hill with Nice Airport.

Tip: Follow bus route 14 for a challenging ride to the top of Mount Boron in the Parc Municipal du Mt. Boron for the best city views.

London

The blue ‘Boris Bikes’ are now one of London’s iconic sights, and Barclays Cycle Hire offers 8,000 bikes and 570 docking stations around the capital. 

Never more than 400 metres apart, they form what has become a reliable mode of transport for commuters and tourists alike.

Travel search engine momondo.co.uk finds and compares prices on flights, hotels and travel deals. 

Momondo’s mobile applications are available for free for iPhone, Android and Blackberry

Visit : www.momondo.co.uk/content/bike. Contact : Leila Stocker at leila@turtle-pr.com. 
Ski Verbier

Verbier is a village located in south-western Switzerland in the canton of Valais. 

It is a holiday resort and ski area in the Swiss Alps and is recognised as one of the premiere "off-piste" resorts in the world. Some areas are covered with snow all year. 

Visit : www.verbier.ch/en. 

Verbier chalet specialists Ski Verbier is offering a link up with PrivateFly to offer ski packages by private jet.

Visit : www.skiverbier.com
Cordée des Alpes

Cordée des Alpes is a boutique hotel mixing old school ski with chic Swiss style and is the latest offering from local hotel and restaurant entrepreneur Marcus Bratter.

New for this season are gourmet wine matching breaks, festive horse and carriage resort tours and (for next summer) a new alpine spa experience. 

Visit : www.hotelcordee.com
The Nevaï

The Nevaï, Verbier's first contemporary hotel is launching a new sushi bar from sushi chef Carlos Woods. 

The property will also be hosting extreme speaker events in January and March by celebrated adventurers.

Visit : www.hotelnevai.com.

The Farm Club

The Farm Club is run by Italian brothers Giuseppi and Serfino Berardi who opened it in 1971 in the centre of Verbier.

Now in its fifth decade, the Farm Club is known for hosting exclusive and stylish nights frequented by royalty and celebrities.

Visit : www.hotelnevai.com/farm-club. 

Contact : Jenni at  jenni@rivapr.co.uk. 

SeaWorld Parks & Entertainment, Florida

SeaWorld Parks & Entertainment is a leading theme park and entertainment company with a portfolio of 11 destination and regional theme parks across the United States, many of which showcase its one-of-a-kind collection of approximately 67,000 marine and terrestrial animals. 

 The Company’s theme parks in Florida include Discovery Cove, a tropical oasis in the heart of Orlando where you can swim with a dolphin; SeaWorld, the world's most popular marine life park; Busch Gardens, full of wild animals and even wilder rides and Aquatica, SeaWorld's waterpark. 

Falcon’s Fury, Busch Gardens Tampa, Florida

Busch Gardens Tampa will open Falcon’s Fury, the first drop tower of its kind in the world, in spring 2014. 

Falcon’s Fury will stand at 335 feet (102metres) and take riders plunging 60 mph straight down.  At the ride’s highest point riders will pivot 90 degrees in midair to a face-down dive position. 
An instant later they'll plunge 60 mph at 3.5 Gs straight down with speed and power like they’ve never experienced before. 

The surrounding area of Falcon’s Fury will be redeveloped as Pantopia with theming, feature thrilling rides and attractions, new food and beverage and an indoor theatre.

Aquatica - Ihu’s Breakaway Falls, Sea World Orlando’s 

Aquatica - Ihu’s Breakaway Falls, which is Sea World Orlando’s new free-falling water slide opens in 2014. 
The drop slide will be the tallest, steepest and only multi-slide ride of its kind in Orlando and is named after Ihu, Aquatica Orlando’s colorful gecko.

Visit : www.seaworldparks.co.uk/media-centre. Contact : Lucy Dalton at lucy@cubo.com.

Komodo dragons, Indonesia

Several Komodo dragons (Varanus Komodoensis) have been found living in Mbeliling Forest on Flores Island, Indonesia.

It had been believed that this ancient, endangered species could only be found in Komodo National Park in East Nusa Tenggara.

A team of conservationists confirmed the presence of the Komodo dragon, the world’s largest lizard, in the extreme west of Flores, after camera traps recorded a community of 12 surviving near the coastal villages of Golo Mori and Tanjung Kerita Mese. 

The discovery proves that Komodos can survive outside of Komodo National Park, and adds to Indonesia’s reputation for boasting one of the world’s most bio-diverse natural landscapes with abundant wildlife.

Named after the island on which it was discovered, the Komodo dragon has inhabited the natural landscapes of Indonesia for millions of years although its existence was unknown to humans until around 100 years ago. 

These prehistoric lizards can grow up to 10 feet long and are typically found wandering freely around Komodo National Park, which covers the islands of Komodo, Rinca and Padar. 

Declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1986, this is the only place on earth where visitors have the unique opportunity to see them up close in their native habitat.

Indonesia is comprised of more than 17,000 tropical islands with wildlife that includes great apes, rhinos, tigers and some of the rarest species of birds on the planet. 

Visit : www.tourism-indonesia.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Habicht at sarah@humewhitehead.co.uk. 

Cycling in Calvia, Majorca
Calvia, a municipality located on the south west corner of Majorca known for being home to popular party place Magaluf, is also a cyclist’s destination with a warm, reliable climate averaging 15°C in the winter months.

Calvia offers routes for cyclists of all levels, who can choose from seven different designated routes which vary in intensity. 

The Enjoy Peguera, or the coastal Palmanova-Magaluf routes offer views of secluded costal bays and lush pine forests, while routes such as Calvia’s Landscapes offer shorter distances, allowing cyclists to take in the picturesque residential and tourist areas of Calvia. 

The Capdella-Galatzo route will allow enthusiasts to take it up a gear, beginning at the region’s main mountain bike ride starting point, Es Capdella and travelling through mountains to the public estate of Galatzo. 

Alternatively, cyclists can ride along the river bed on the Torrent de Santa Ponca route or take the Almond Blossoms and Wineries route.

Visit : www.visitcalvia.com. Contact : Jo Thomas atjo.thomas@kbc-pr.com. 
	A place to stay 


Adriatic Luxury Hotels, Dubrovnik

The Hotel Excelsior, Dubrovnik

The iconic Hotel Excelsior, celebrating its 100th anniversary, is landmark among the five-star hotels in Dubrovnik. 

Open all year round to serve guests throughout the seasons, the hotel continues to delight guests with its charming attention to detail. 

An eclectic mix of old architecture and new design, impeccable service and luxuriously appointed 158 rooms and suites makes Hotel Excelsior a firm favourite of visiting celebrities and dignitaries and affords it the legendary status it so rightly deserves.

Hotel Bellevue and Villa Orsula, Dubrovnik

Hotel Bellevue and Villa Orsula, re-open at the beginning of March.

Hotel Bellevue, a 91-room luxury retreat carved into a secluded cliff-side, offers guests an elegant and private sanctuary, which can be an all-compassing luxury experience; with private beach, fabulous food and romantic dining settings and an invigorating Energy Clinic Spa. 

Owing to the location around the bay from the Old Town, guests can choose Hotel Bellevue as a stylish base from which to explore the historic environs.

Villa Orsula is ALH’s newest and most intimate hotel and is an historic building dating back to 1939, but which was completely restored and refurbished and opened in Spring 2012. 

Hotel Dubrovnik Palace

Hotel Dubrovnik Palace opens from April 2014, on completion of an extensive renovation. 

One of Dubrovnik’s finest five-star resorts has 308 rooms and suites, each of which have private balconies and spectacular sea views. 

Visit : www.adriaticluxuryhotels.com. Contact : Katie O'Lone at katie@masonrose.com. 
W Verbier, Switzerland

Starwood Hotels & Resorts has opened the W Verbier, the W brand alpine and ski retreat In Switzerland.

The W Verbier and The Residences at W Verbier are part of a multi-component luxury development project situated next to the main Médran gondola at the foot of the Verbier ski slopes.

Visit : www.wverbier.com. Contact : Angeline Vincent at angeline.vincent@whotels.com. 

The Domain de la Jarrige, Limousin, France 

The Domain de la Jarrigemis located in a 17 Century country farm in the Guéret area.

The property combines antique furniture with contemporary touches making a very stylish base to explore the surrounding countryside. 

Visit : www.domainedelajarrige.fr and www.tourismelimousin.com. Contact : Edith Meyer at edith@firstpr.co.uk. 

Charles Jules’ Dacla’s cabins, Limousin, France

Charles Jules’ Dacla’s cabins are located in the heart of the Millevaches Plateau Natural Park in the French region of Limousin.

Limousin is an essentially rural region of France known for some of the best beef farming with herds of Limousin cattle, a distinctive chestnut red, a common sight. 

Activities including hiking, yoga and bushcraft (the skills required to survive in the wild) and guests who wish to can alsomget involved in the building of cabins.

Visit :  www.ecosourcearboricole.com and www.tourismelimousin.com. Contact : Edith Meyer at edith@firstpr.co.uk. 

The Pullman Shanghai South, China

The Accor has opened its Pullman Shanghai South, the second Pullman hotel in Shanghai and the 15th in China.  

Located in the heart of Shanghai South, the hotel is connected to a shopping mall, a supermarket and an office building in the Star Plaza commercial complex.

The 23-storey hotel has 338 rooms & suites and convenient access to Hongqiao International Airport, Shanghai South Railway Station, Shanghai Stadium and Caohejing High-tech Park. 

Xujiahui, one of the city’s most visited commercial precincts is also within easy reach for dining, shopping and entertainment.

Visit : www.pullmanhotels.com. Contact : Sarah Wilson at sarah.wilson@mason-williams.com.

The Iconic Santorini, Greece 

The Iconic Santorini, on the Greek island of Santorini, will reopen in April 2014.

A boutique cave hotel located on the rim of a volcanic caldera, the 22-room hotel offers guests one of the most dramatic settings in the Mediterranean.  

The hotel is recreated from actual homes and shops in the whitewashed village of Imervogli, the highest settlement on the caldera.

Visit : www.iconicsantorini.com. Contact : Martha Morano: martha@moranopr.com. 
Hotel Arts Barcelona, Spain

The Hotel Arts Barcelona is located on the beachfront in the heart of Barcelona’s former Olympic village.

Designed by the architect Bruce Graham, the hotel is framed by the iconic Frank Gehry ‘Fish’ sculpture giving the hotel its status as one of the leading design icons in the city. 

The hotel exterior design of blue glass and exposed steel is complemented inside by a collection of work by contemporary Catalan and Spanish artists.

Hotel Arts Barcelona is part of the Ritz-Carlton group, which currently operates 85 hotels in the Americas, Europe, Asia, the Middle East, Africa, and the Caribbean. 

Visit :  www.hotelartsbarcelona.com and www.ritzcarlton.com. Contact Paul Charles at HotelArts@verypcc.com.

The Mayflower Grace, Washington, Connecticut

Grace Hotels has opened the Mayflower Grace, its second property in the United States.

Located in Washington, Connecticut, the Mayflower Grace is a  country retreat, located in 58 acres of landscaped gardens and woodland and is two hours drive from New York.

 Visit : www.gracehotels.com/mayflower. Contact : Clare Durnford at claredurnford@gracehotels.com. 
The Conrad Pune, Conrad Pune, India

Hilton Worldwide is to open Conrad Pune, the first Conrad Hotels & Resorts branded hotel in India, during 2015.

Conrad Hotels & Resorts has a global portfolio of 23 properties in key gateway cities and resort destinations.

Conrad Pune will be located on Mangaldas Road within the central business district of Pune and close to the commercial and entertainment hubs in Kalyani Nagar, prime government institutions in Yerwada and premier residential neighbourhoods of Koregaon Park and Bund Garden.  

The Pune International Airport is six kilometres away.

Visit : www.conradhotels.com.  Contact : Charlie Fox at Charlie@grifcopr.com. 

Great Hotels of the World Luxury Collection 

The Great Hotels of the World Luxury Collection has admitted the following hotels to its ranks: 
Vidago Palace Hotel, Portugal
A belle époque hotel dating from 1910, the Vidago Palace Hotel’s was built as a spa hotel for European aristocrats to take the Vidago waters.

The hotel was recently renovated and modernised, yet still keeps an element of old-fashioned glamour and elegance alongside the modern updates. 
Visit : www.ghotw.com/vidago-palace-hotel. 
 

Hotel Auditorium, Madrid, Spain
The Hotel Auditorium is located a short drive from Madrid Barajas Airport, and close to Madrid’s attractions, including the Prado Museum, Bernabeu Stadium and Museum Reina Sofia.

 

Visit : www.ghotw.com/hotel-auditorium.

 

Dubai Marine Beach Resort & Spa, United Arab Emirates
The Dubai Marine Beach Resort & Spa is set within landscaped gardens and offers luxury accommodation and twelve dining and drinking options.

Visit : www.ghotw.com/dubai-marine.

 

Rixos Libertas Dubrovnik, Croatia
Tthe Rixos Libertas Dubrovnik, is a a fully equipped resort and conference centre overlooking the Adriatic Sea. 
Located 26km from Dubrovnik International Airport, the Rixos Libertas sits at the sea’s edge, giving views over the water to the islands beyond.  
Visit : www.ghotw.com/rixos-libertas. .

 

Hotel Suite Villa Maria, Tenerife, Spain
Tenerife’s Hotel Suite Villa Maria offers stand alone villas surrounded by landscaped gardens. 
The hotel has a golf course, as well as green fee reservation and transfers to all courses on the island, and there are tennis, squash and padel courts. 
Visit : www.ghotw.com/suite-villa-maria.

Vidamar Resort Algarve, Portugal
The Vidamar Resort Algarve is located on Salgados Beach and is a modern resort offering contemporary rooms and facilities, including a spa, sauna, steam bath, jacuzzi and gym.

 

Visit www.ghotw.com/vidamar-algarve or call +44 (0) 20 7380 3658.

Vidamar Resort Madeira, Portugal
Overlooking the Bay of Funchal on the island of Madeira, the Vidamar Resort offers guests a MAR Spa yhat uses thalassotherapy and other disciplines in its menu, while the Vida Health Club has a gym, classes, fitness trainers, tennis and squash courts and a pool. 
Visit www.ghotw.com/vidamar-madeira.

 

Contact : Alejandra Moreno de Tejada at amoreno@ghotw.com. 
Centara Hotels & Resorts, Maldives

Centara Hotels & Resorts will open Centara Hudhufushi Resort & Spa, its third resort in the Maldives during the latter half of 2014.

The hotel will be located on the east side of Lhaviyani Atoll, 25 minutes by seaplane from Male International Airport.

Visit : www.avenuesales.co.uk. Contact : Sharan Berry at sharanb@avenuesales.co.uk.

The Norman Tel Aviv, Israel 

The Norman Tel Aviv will open in summer 2014 close to Rothschild Boulevard, Tel Aviv’s first boulevard. 

By day, Rothschild is a commercial hub with key financial institutions lining the street, and at night it buzzes with diners and party-goers.

A member of Small Luxury Hotels of the World, and converted from two historic buildings in the heart of the ‘White City’, Tel Aviv’s UNESCO heritage site, the Norman will comprise of 30 bedrooms and 20 suites, including two penthouse suites.

Visit : www.thenorman.com. Contact Yael Roth at yael@purplepr.com. 

Palais Amani, Morocco

Palais Amani is located in the walled medieval city - the Medina in Fez, Morocco. 

The Medina is Africa’s largest and Palais Amani is the biggest authentic Riad in Fez offering 14 luxury suites and bedrooms. 

Palais Amani is built in the traditional riad style where the focus is turned inwards. A large garden at the centre of the palace makes way to bedrooms and suites over two floors, to a restaurant and a salon & library. At the top of Palais Amani the roof terrace offers a 360⁰ view of the ancient city and surrounding mountains beyond.

Visit : www.palaisamani.com. Contact : Peter da Silva at peter@boutiquedasilva.com.
Dolina 960, Sochi, Russia 

The Dolina 960 has opened in Sochi, Russia for the XXII Olympic Winter Games

The four-star boutique hotel takes its inspiration from the world of Pop Art.
The city of Sochi, situated in Southern  Russia, is the longest city in Europe stretching 145 kilometres along the shores of the Black Sea.  

The Sochi coastal area is a popular seaside resort, while the less well-known Sochi mountain cluster is located an hour’s drive from the Black Sea. 

In recent years, US$12 billion has been invested in the development of Sochi mountain area and that of the surrounding infrastructure in preparation for the 2014 Olympic Winter Games. 

In summer, the area offers alpine-style meadows, the primordial forests of the Sochi National Park, mountain rivers and waterfalls for hiking, biking, horse riding and adventure tourism.

Dolina 960 is accessible via Sochi International Airport, which is a two-hour flight from Moscow and a-three hour flight from major European cities. 

A high speed train will connect the resort and the airport in 30 minutes; the driving time is approximately 45 minutes.

Visit : www.solishotels.com/sochi-en.  Contact : Sue Heady at sue@headycommunications.com.

Ravenstone Manor, Keswick, Cumbria UK

Ravenstone Manor is a family run hotel situated just a short drive from the market town of Keswick in the Lake District. 
Overlooking Bassenthwaite Lake, and set against the backdrop of Skiddaw, Ravenstone Manor provides guests with a vantage point to fully appreciate the beauty of the Lake District. 
The grounds of the Hotel are a great start for many walks for any ability; a short amble through Dodd Wood looking for Ospreys nesting or the odd deer to a hike to the summit of Skiddaw.
Visit : www.ravenstonemanor.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.  
Tongabezi, Zambia

Tongabezi Lodge is the first Zambezi River lodge on the Zambian side of Victoria Falls.

Privately owned and run it was voted among the world's finest places to stay in Condé Nast Traveler's 2008 Gold List.

Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact : Sanja Cloete-Jones at sanja@tongabezi.com. 
The Taskonaklar Boutique Hotel, Turkey 

The Taskonaklar Boutique Hotel is located in Uçhisar, the highest town in the Turkish region iof Cappadocia.
A member of Great Hotels of the World, it has rooms and suites carved into volcanic formations with the accommodations combines subterranean spaces, rough-hewn walls and stone archways with fresh air in the form of terraces and balconies, with stunning views.
Visit : www.taskonaklar.com. Contact : Tolga Akarcalı at tolga@taskonaklar.com.

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 


	In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.com  

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com


	
	The Alliance 

bulletin


Providing key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Editor : Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com 

	Issue 155: February 2014                    www.itwalliance.com


Providing key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Editor : Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com 

Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel writers, broadcasters and photographers

· Editor : 
commissioning editors

· Partner : 
travel and tourism industry organisations, or 

· Agency : 
agency representatives with travel or tourism clients
The Alliance press card 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with formal recognition of their status and standing – and a roving ambassador’s role - in the profession.

See Appendix one for the directory of opportunities for press card holders.




Join and follow 

[image: image93.jpg]


 
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=2978414&trk=hb_side_g 
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@writersalliance
The Alliance bulletin 
	The Alliance Opinion Forum : Essential apps 


Travel professionals who spend much time 'on the road', in the air or ‘all at sea’ will likely have a veritable arsenal of 'apps' to make trips that little bit easier and enjoyable.

But which one's are really worth downloading?

The International Travel Writers Alliance is looking to get your opinion on the app's - on your IPad, IPhone or android cell phones and tablets - that really are worth their place there and in your heart.

If you let us know the apps you use on a regular basis with a brief explanation as to why, we will be delighted to add these to an Alliance's Opinion Forum (AOF) briefing on Essential travel apps.

We will by-line you to the entry.

This briefing will be published in a future issue of the Alliance's bulletin and published as a dossier in its own right.

This will see the Essential travel apps information getting to the Alliance's :

· 10,100 professional travel journalists

·   3,600 travel industry partners, and

·   1,600 representatives of agencies with travel related clients.

You can contribute to the Essential travel apps briefing via the International Travel Writers Alliance Linkedin group discussion or by emailing Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com.

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Terme Krka, Slovenia


Terme Krka, which is a Relais Chateaux Castle, is one of the biggest resorts in Slovenia.

It offers three spa centres, three medical centres, sport facilities (tennis, golf, cycling, nordic walking and martial arts. 

Situated on the coast in Southeast Slovenia, Terme Krka also offers great connections for touring Italy, Austria, Hungary, Croatia, Serbia, Bosnia and Montenegro.


Visit : www.terme-krka.si. Contact : Petra Florjancic at petra.florjancic@terme-krka.si.

Ullswater ‘Steamers’ (UK)

Award winning Ullswater ‘Steamers’ have been sailing on England’s most beautiful lake since 1859, providing the perfect opportunity to combine a cruise with some of the most famous and spectacular walks in the Lake District National Park. Open all year.

Visit : www.ullswater-steamers.co.uk. Contact Rachel Bell at rachel@lakedistrictestates.co.uk.

The British Golf Museum, Scotland 

The British Golf Museum, Scotland 

The British Golf Museum is located opposite the clubhouse of the famous ‘Old Course’ of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club in St Andrews, Scotland.

The 5 Star British Golf Museum displays over 500 years of golf history, with visitors able to watch footage from every Open Championship to the present day, as well as archive film of the oldest known footage of a golf match played in 1898.  

Other features include touch screen interactives and a putting green, where visitors can attempt to sink their putt.

The British Golf Museum continues to consolidate its reputation as a world heritage centre for golf and the home of a Recognised Collection of National Significance.


Visit : www.britishgolfmuseum.co.uk. Contact : Judy Chance at judychance@randa.org 

Visit Cornwall

Visit Cornwall is the offical tourist board for Cornwall offering a destination PR service including :

· bespoke itinerary planning

· copyright free copy and images

· feature ideas

· filming liaison and location advice

· fact checking

· stats and facts

Visit : www.visitcornwall.com. Contact : Julia Hughes at julia.hughes@visitcornwall.com.

StressFreeParking (UK)

StressFreeParking is one of the UK’s leading meet and greet airport parking providers at 15 UK airports, including Heathrow, Gatwick and Stansted and Malaga.

Clients drive to the airport drop off departure. When you're 20 minutes away from the airport, they call the chauffeur hotline number and a chauffeur will be dispatched to meet them on arrival to sort out everything quickly and efficiently.

Visit : www.stressfreeairportparking.com. Contact : Tom Scott at tom@umpf.co.uk 


Talout (Morocco)

Talout organise and run trips with accommodation and transportation throughout Morocco.

Visit : www.talout.com. Contact : Fawz Soufiane at taloutabde@yahoo.fr.

Brad and Sofies Scandinavia (USA)

Brad and Sofies Scandinavia is dedicated to bringing the world the Scandinavian Heritage through movies, a cultural monthly newsletter, blog and social media.

Visit : www.bradandsofiesscandinavia.com. Bradley Thornton at bradleyjthornton@yahoo.com.

The Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway (UK)

The Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway is the oldest and longest narrow gauge railways in the Lake District, known affectionately as La’al Ratty meaning “ little railway “. 

Its heritage steam engines journey from the coast to Dalegarth for Boot some 210ft above sea level within sight of England’s highest mountains.


Visit : www.ravenglass-railway.co.uk. Contact : Alex Tilsley at alex@lakedistrictestates.co.uk. 

Agencies 

AboveWater Public Relations and Marketing (USA)

AboveWater Public Relations and Marketing is an established full-service agency with offices in Naples, St. Petersburg, and New Smyrna Beach, FL.

AboveWater provides professional marketing and public relations consulting services to a variety of industries, helping large and small businesses achieve their marketing communication goals.

Visit : www.abovewater.com. Contact : Mary Jane Kolassa at mjkolassa@abovewater.com. 

ATC (Austria)


ATC was founded as a tourism knowledge provider (Austrian Tourism Consultants), a field in which ATC has been a leading international player for the last 20 years. 
It develops long-term sustainable solutions taking into account regional features, future trends and the carrying capacities of the natural and cultural resources used in tourism. 
In a holistic approach, ATC draws on the experience of specialists covering all fields related to the tourism and leisure industries.
Visit : www.atc-consultants.com. Contact : Heinz
Patzak at hpatzak@hotmail.com. 


	News


Aruba enhances green credentials

The Dutch Caribbean island of Aruba has further enhanced its green credentials with the introduction of electric, zero-emission buses – the first in the Caribbean. 
With a target of becoming emissions-free by 2020, Aruba hopes to convert all public and private vehicles into electrified alternatives. 
The Dutch Caribbean island of Aruba is located 27 km (17 mi) north of the coast of Venezuela. 

Together with Bonaire and Curaçao, it forms a group referred to as the ABC islands of the Leeward Antilles, the southern island chain of the Lesser Antilles. 

Unlike much of the Caribbean region, Aruba has a dry climate and an arid, cactus-strewn landscape. 

Visit : www.aruba.com. Contact : Joanna Walding at j.walding@aruba.com.

The Lanesborough, Knightsbridge, London

The Lanesborough Hotel, one of London’s iconic five-star hotels has closed for renovations and will reopen in September 2013.

The new designs by interior designer, Alberto Pinto, will enhance all guest rooms and public areas while honouring the building’s architectural heritage.

Visit : www.lanesborough.com. Contact: Clare Gillespie at Clare.Gillespie@luchfordapm.com.

World Around Me

World Around Me (WAM) is an app that allows visitors in an unfamiliar city to quickly and easily find the facilities they need.

WAM is the creation of Lancaster based start-up WT InfoTech and gives business tourists, holiday makers and other travellers the opportunity to quickly and easily overlay their physical surroundings with digitally generated information about near-by facilities.

The user inputs their own search term or select one of 14 pre-defined categories, hold up their smartphone and follow digitally generated signposts, which is updated in real time.  

Searchable categories include restaurants, bars and pubs, doctor’s surgeries, gas stations, hotels and museums.

WAM is currently available across 140 different countries.

Visit : www.worldaroundmeapp.com. Contact : Kirsten Pettigrew at Kirsten. Pettigrew@skvcommunications.co.uk. 
DC Cool, Washington, DC

Washington, DC has launched DC Cool a new marketing campaign and website encouraging travellers in 2014 to delve deeper into the capital’s neighbourhoods.

The website also provides information on the capital’s art, dining, hotels, nightlife, shopping and sport, including the recent “Anchorman” exhibit at the Newseum, the “Van Gogh” exhibit at the Phillips Collection, and the upcoming “America Cool” exhibit at the National Portrait Gallery.

Visit : www.DCcool.com. Contact : Lisa Cooper at lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com. 

Exbury Gardens, the New Forest, Hampshire UK

 Visitors to Exbury Gardens in the New Forest will be in for a special treat from March 2014, when 

The ‘Gilbury Lane Garden’ will open at Exbury Gardens for the first time in March 2014, showcasing hundreds of camellias, including over 200 named varieties from the Trehane Collection. 

The camellias were donated seven years ago by horticulturalist and camellia expert Jennifer Trehane, and - having reached a height of approx 6ft – promise a spectacular display of early spring colour. 

Exbury is know as a Spring Woodland Garden and particularly for the Rothschild Collection of rhododendrons and azaleas. 

The Gilbury Lane Garden, which was replanted after the Great Storm of 1987, covers between 2-3 acres. 

Visit : www.exbury.co.uk. Contact : Vicky Scott at Vicky.scott@exbury.co.uk. 

Botel Marina opens in Rijeka, Croatia

The first Croatian boat hotel (botel) is docked at Adamić Pier, in the heart of Rijeka. 

Built in Denmark in 1935, Botel Marina has now been transformed into a hotel with 35 cabins, lobby, reception, coffee and wine bar.

Visit : www.botel-marina.com/en. Contact : Tim Thackray at Tim.Thackray@Rooster.co.uk. 

European Festival Awards 

Presented in association with YOUROPE and Eurosonic Noorderslag the European Festival Awards are the only pan-European body dedicated to recognising the contributions and achievements of the event organisers and performing artists.

The 2013 awards feature over 360 festivals from 34 different countries.

Among the award categories : 

Best New Festival

	B.my.Lake (Hungary)

Burning Eagle Festival (Germany)

First We Take Berlin Festival (Germany)

Groove Music Festival (Ireland)

Last Summer Dance (Luxembourg)


	Metal Hammer Festival (Germany)

Snowboxx (Andorra)

Solar Ibiza (Spain)

WeitjeRock (Netherlands)

Your'in (Belgium)


Best Indoor Festival 

	Blues in Hell (Norway)

Camden Crawl Dublin 2013 (Ireland)

Doomsday Festival (Belgium)

Eurosonic Noorderslag (Netherlands)

First We Take Berlin Festival (Germany)
	I Love Techno (Belgium)

MAYDAY (Germany)

Metal Hammer Festival (Germany)

Rolling Stone Weekender (Germany)

Waves Vienna (Austria)


Artist's Favourite European Festival

	Glastonbury (UK)

Lowlands (Netherlands)

Paleo Festival (Switzerland)

Park Live Moscow (Russia)

Primavera (Spain)
	Pukkelpop (Belgium)

Rock Werchter (Belgium)

Roskilde (Denmark)

Sziget (Hungary)

Woodstock (Poland)


Best Major Festival

	Dour Festival (Belgium)

EXIT Festival (Serbia)

Hurricane/Southside (Germany)

Open'er Festival (Poland)

Pukkelpop (Blegium)
	Rock Werchter (Belgium)

Sziget (Hungary)

Tomorrowland (Belgium)

Wacken Open Air (Germany)

Woodstock Festival (Poland)


Visit : www.eu.festivalawards.com. Contact : Nikki McNeill at nikki@globalpublicity.co.uk. 

Wet’n’ Wild, Sydney, Australia

The new $120 million waterpark Wet’n'Wild Sydney has opened in Western Sydney, New South Wales.

The attraction features over 40 slides and attractions including a giant tornado ride,  the world’s tallest looping tube complex and a 150-metre  surf pool, 70-metre wave pool and a new action river.

Visit : www.wetnwildsydney.com.au. Contact : press@wetnwildsydney.com.au. 

	Leads


Pittock Mansion, Portland, Oregon
Pittock Mansion, a historic Portland landmark, will celebrate its 100th anniversary in 2014 with special events and exhibits throughout the year. 

Considered a city treasure for its history and architectural beauty, the mansion has just completed a one-million-dollar renovation in preparation for its centennial. 

Built for former Oregonian newspaper owner Henry Pittock and his wife Georgiana Pittock, the West Hills mansion overlooks the city and offers a spectacular view of rivers, forests, bridges and mountains. 

Today, the mansion is open to the public for guided and self-guided tours that provide a revealing glimpse of Portland’s past.
Located with Mount Hood as a backdrop, Portland is a sophisticated, cosmopolitan city with a small-town feel.

Portland is known for hosting a number of festivals throughout the year in celebration of beer and brewing, including the Oregon Brewers Festival. 
Held each summer during the last full weekend of July, it is the largest outdoor craft beer festival in North America.

Other major beer festivals throughout the calendar year include the Spring Beer and Wine Festival in April, the North American Organic Brewers Festival in June, the Portland International Beerfest in July and the Holiday Ale Festival in December.
Visit : www.pittockmansion.org and www.travelportland.com. Contact: Angela Allee at aallee@pittockmansion.org.

Greece’s new seaplanes

Hellenic Seaplanes will launch a network of seaplanes in 2014 to offer Greek island hopping.

Hellenic Seaplanes will operate its first ten routes in 19-seater Canadian-made Twin Otter Series 400 aircraft, from mainland hubs in Athens, Thessaloniki, Patras and Volos – with further island hubs in Crete, Santorini, Kos and Mylos. 

Suited to rugged coasts and islands, they operate from port to port, in meltemi winds, when ferries links are often cancelled.

By the end of 2014, Hellenic Seaplanes plan to establish a hundred hydrodromes, or floating piers, around the coastlines of Greece.

Visit : www.hellenic-seaplanes.com. Contact : June Field at jfield@threesixtydegrees.net. 

New Atrium at Imperial War Museum London

The Imperial War Museum (IWM) London will unveil its new atrium space, designed by Foster + Partners, in summer 2014.

On entering the museum, visitors will be presented with iconic objects including a Harrier, Spitfire and V2 rocket suspended from above as well as a T34 tank and a rocket damaged Landrover used by press.

Level 1 presents stories from the key turning points of the Second World War such as the role of strategic bombing, the fronts in Russia and Africa and the D-Day landings through curated displays focusing on both our large objects alongside other materials from our collections including film and artworks.  

Level 2 will explore more contemporary conflicts from 1945 through to today, from how Britain and Europe re-built itself after the Second World War through to the way conflicts have been fought and communities have been divided in the Cold War and places such as Ireland, Iraq and Afghanistan.

Visit : www.iwm.org.uk. Contact : Kate Crowther at kcrowther@iwm.org.uk. 

Grape Escapes

Specialist wine tour operator Grape Escapes offer a 'Source of the Sauce' Tour, where visitors are invited to discover the tastes, nuances and history of different champagnes.

Legend has it that Benedictine Monk, Dom Perignon, first came across Champagne by accident when one of his barrels of fermented wine exploded at his Abbey in Hautvillers. 

Upon tasting this concoction he is thought to have proclaimed, 'Come quickly, I'm tasting stars!' 

Madame Clicquot reportedly took the process one step further by devising the process of riddling using her kitchen table and it is thanks to her dedication that the champagne we drink today is clear and not cloudy. 

The  'Source of the Sauce' tours takes in the Ruinart caves, the oldest of the commercial estates in Champagne. 

Visit www.grapeescapes.net.  Contact : Edith Meyer at edith@representationplus.co.uk. 

AdventureSmith Explorations, Alaska

AdventureSmith Explorations hs introduced Gold Rush Legacy and Alaska’s Golden History tours for the 2014 season aboard the 88-guest S.S. Legacy.

Alaska’s Golden History is an eight-day cruise traveling Alaska’s Inside Passage from Ketchikan to Juneau or reverse.

Gold Rush Legacy follows a route from Seattle to Juneau or reverse.

The fully refurbished S.S. Legacy has the feel of an historic steamer that matches the turn-of-century feel of the Alaskan ports of Juneau, Skagway and Haines. 

Costumed crew help to give a sense of history on board and Alaska’s natural wonders are showcased in Glacier Bay National Park, whale watching in Icy Strait and wildlife of Frederick Sound. 

Visit : www.adventuresmithexplorations.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com. 

Ragley Hall, Warwickshire UK

Ragley, the family home of the 9th Marquess and Marchioness of Hertford, is launching a series of special Garden Open Day’s throughout 2014. 

Visitors can attend five different Open Days which include an opportunity to meet with the Head Gardener plus learn about specific plants throughout the seasons. 

In addition visitors can see how Ragley works to optimise habitats and food resources for insects, birds and small mammals. 

The Gardens occupy 10 hectares and surround the Hall which dates back to 1680. 

Visit : www.ragleyhall.com. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at Tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk. 

Wine Tours to Europe and South America 

Wine Lovers Tours has added new wine tours for 2014 including : 

· Italy's Lake Country

· the gardens and wineries of England, and 
· Brazil during the extended Mardi Gras festivities. 

The all-inclusive wine tours feature VIP winery visits, cuisine & culture. 

Wine Lovers Tours has over 30 years' experience organizing and leading wine tours to the world's most popular wine destinations. 

Visit :,www.wineloverstours.com. Contact : Vin Marottoli at info@wineloverstours.com. 
RED Mountain Resort, British Columbia, Canada

RED Mountain Resort, in British Columbia’s Kootenay Rockies region, has been voted Most Improved North American Resort and Best Upcoming Resort in the World Snow Awards.

The resort, which is located 10 kms north of the Canada/US border, opened for the season in mid-December with the unveiling of Grey Mountain.

In addition to the ski area’s Red and Granite peaks, skiers can now access Grey Mountain by chair lift with 360-degree skiing off the top!

This development of Grey Mountain places RED Mountain Resort firmly in the scale of resorts such as Breckenridge, Colorado or Jackson Hole, Wyoming in terms of skiable acreage. 

Visit :  www.BritishColumbia.travel/ski. Contact :  Claire Barrett at Claire@goshpr.co.uk. 

Mt. Hlídarfjall, Iceland
Mt. Hlídarfjall has been one of Iceland’s prime skiing areas for nearly 40 years.

It is known for its high quality snow, extensive cross country trails and downhill slopes which offer views of the surrounding area. 

The site is equipped with 24 marked pistes and seven ski lifts and for evening skiing, with all the main slopes are floodlit.

The Icelandair Hotel Akureyri is in the centre of the ski area.

Visit : www.icelandairhotels.com. Contact : Antonia Robinson at antonia@goshpr.co.uk. 

Lee Valley VeloPark, London 

Opening 4 March 2014

Lee Valley VeloPark, the cycling venue and home to the London 2012 Velodrome and Olympic BMX track, will open on 4 March 2014. 

As part of the opening programme, the Velodrome will welcome back the heroes of the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games on 14 and 15 March for the grand finale of Britain’s top annual track cycling series – Revolution – the first major event to take place there after the Games. 

The venue will then feature : 

· learn-to-ride programmes for children who have never been on a bike before

· major championships bringing the world’s best riders back to the venue

· all ability sessions for people with additional needs, and 

· programmes for schools, clubs and leagues. 

Visit : www.visitleevalley.org.uk. Contact Si-Ling Pang at spang@leevalleypark.org.uk.

	What’s on in 2014


Bailey’s Stardust, National Portrait Gallery, London

6 February - 1 June 2014


An exhibition of the work of David Bailey will include a new portrait of Kate Moss, exhibited for the first time, together with previously unseen work including images from his 2012 travels to the Naga Hills in India.  

Selected by the photographer, Bailey’s Stardust will be one of the Gallery’s largest scale photography exhibitions, with over 250 portraits occupying most of its ground floor. 

Visit : www.npg.org.uk. Contact : Neil Evans at nevans@npg.org.uk
Events in Aruba, the Caribbean 

The Dutch Caribbean island of Aruba stages an annual programme of events – covering music, sport and culture.

Carnival season 

Carnival season, which is celebrating its 60th anniversary in 2014, runs from January to March and, this year, reaches its finale on 2 March with the Grand Carnival Parade through the streets of capital Oranjestad.

The parade comprises music, floats and colourful original costumes, decorated with sparkling stones, sequins and feathers. 

The Aruba Soul Beach Music Festival

21 to 26 May 2014

The annual Aruba Soul Beach Music Festival is a two-night concert series featuring such top names as Chaka Khan, Alicia Keys, Estelle and Jennifer Hudson. 

The Aruba International Film Festival

May 

The Aruba International Film Festival. Actors sees premieres and screenings of an eclectic collection of international and Caribbean films. The festival attracts also helps to develop and support local talent. 

The 28 Annual Aruba Hi-Winds

3 to 7 July 2014

Aruba’s prevailing trade winds provide the conditions for the Caribbean’s largest amateur windsurfing event. 

The Aruba Regatta 

15 to 17 August 2014 

Yachtsmen head to Aruba for the annual Aruba Regatta, where competitions for yachts, catamarans, sunfish and windsurfers combine with music, parties and dinners. 

The Electric Festival 

September 

The two-day Electric Festival features internationally known DJs. 

The Aruba Food, Wine & Art Festival

12 and 13 September 2014 

The annual Aruba Food, Wine & Art Festival showcases the island’s culinary best. 

The 21st Annual Reef Care Project

September 2014

The Annual Reef Care Project sees more than 800 volunteers, including holidaymakers, help clean dive and snorkel sites, as well as raising awareness of marine ecology. 

The 8th Annual Caribbean Sea Jazz Festival

3 and 4 October 2014

The annual Caribbean Sea Jazz Festival, features a line-up of international and local jazz, Latin, soul and funk musicians. In addition to the music, there’s food stands and numerous bars around the key venue, Renaissance Market Place in Oranjestad. 

The Divi Aruba International Beach Tennis Tournament

10 to 16 November 2014

The Divi Aruba International Beach Tennis Tournament is the premier tournament of its type in the Caribbean, attracting amateurs and pros from around the world. 

Eagle Beach is the venue and spectators can enjoy a festive chic beach atmosphere with music and refreshment throughout each day. 

Visit : www.aruba.com. Contact: Joanna Walding at j.walding@aruba.com.

Britain: One Million Years of the Human Story, the Natural History Museum

13 February to 28 September 2014

Britain: One Million Years of the Human Story is the Natural History Museum's 2014 exhibition. 

Drawing on 12 years of research, the exhibition is an enchanting exploration of the changing faces and spaces of our island – which surprisingly wasn't even an island for most of the last million years. 

Using all the latest scientific gizmos and gadgets, scientists have created life sized models to bring rarely seen specimens to life, allowing visitors to catch a glimpse of how things were many years before even the Romans, Saxons and Vikings had wandered around this ancient land.

Visit : www.nhm.ac.uk. Contact : press@nhm.ac.uk
Flamenco Festival London, Sadler’s Wells

1 to 15 March 2014


The annual Flamenco Festival returns to Sadler’s Wells for the 11th year, representing the varied styles of the celebrated art-form with performances from some of the world’s finest flamenco dancers and musicians. 

Visit : www.saddlerswells.com. Contact Jolene Dyke at jolene.dyke@sadlerswells.com. 

Aruba National Anthem and Flag Day

18 March 2014

The Dutch Caribbean island of Aruba celebrates its independent status within the Kingdom of the Netherlands and their Flag and Anthem Day. 
This official holiday also features cultural events, showcasing Aruba gastronomy, as well as sports and games for children and adults around the island.
Visit : www.aruba.com. Contact : Joanna Walding at j.walding@aruba.com.

The Head of the River Race, London

29 March 2014

The Head of the River Race is one of the London's longest running sporting traditions.

Every spring, 400 crews from around the globe take to the waters of London's famous river Thames to compete in this historic boating event.

The race was started in 1926 by Cambridge and Tideway oarsman Steve Fairbairn. It was conceived as a way for crews to practice long rows during winter, in preparation for the summer regatta.

The annual event now sees hundreds of boats, each manned by eight men, row over the 4.25 mile (6.8km) championship course from Mortlake to Putney. It is customary for the previous year's winner to start first. They are followed at 10-second intervals by other crews in finishing order and finally, the new entries start in alphabetical order.

The race sees crews from all over the world competing.

Visit : www.horr.co.uk. Contact : secretary@horr.co.uk. 

Sydney Royal Easter Show

10 to 23 April 2014

The Sydney Royal Easter Show is Australia's largest annual event and an an iconic showcase of Australian culture, heritage and agricultural excellence.

It combines competitions and educational activities with carnival rides, entertainment and great food and wine. 

Country and city combine in this tribute to Australia’s agricultural heritage with an Australian themed night time main arena entertainment and international rodeo series through to high dive and unicyclist shows and circus workshops.

Visit : www.eastershow.com.au and www.australia.com. Contact Amy Wadwell ay awadwell@rasnsw.com.au

The Florida Blueberry Festival, Brookville, Florida

12 and 13 April 2014

The City of Brooksville is located in the heart of the central blueberry growing region in the sunshine state of Florida. 

Florida’s blueberry harvest lasts for three months from March until May, with Florida the only American state producing blueberries during these months. 

The 2013 harvest reaped approximately 20 million pounds of the plumiest, sweetest blueberries found anywhere. 

The festival celebration attracts 50,000 visitors with the downtown venue shaded by the mystic iconic live oaks, brick streets adorned with flowers and colorful umbrellas. 

Spanning 10 city blocks there is arts & crafts, live music, street entertainment and the Blueberry Patch kids zone.

Visit : www.floridablueberryfestival.org. Contact: Michael Heard at general.mail@floridablueberryfestival.org. 
The Wonder of Birds, Norwich Castle Museum & Art Gallery, UK
24 May to 14 September 2014

The Wonder of Birds will explore the cultural impact of birds upon mankind.  

With loans from local and national collections, the exhibition will span the centuries and include works by major artists and illustrators, historical and contemporary, natural history, archaeology, fashion and social history.   

Norwich Castle Museum & Art Gallery is part of the county-wide Norfolk Museums & Archaeology Service, which comprises ten museums and a study centre.  

Visit : www.museums.norfolk.gov.uk. Contact : Sue Bond at info@suebond.co.uk. 

PinkPop Festival, Landgraaf Netherlands

7 to 9 June 2014

The Pinkpop Festival is promoted as Netherlands most famous open-air festival and Europe's longest-running uninterrupted outdoor pop festival.

The three-day provides live music and fun with dominance of pink color. 

The Pinkpop festival, which began in 1970, gets its name from the English word pink and the Dutch word 'pop', which means doll.

Visit : www.pinkpop.nl. Contact : info@pinkpop.nl. 
Southwell Folk Festival, Southwell, Nottinghamshire UK

5 to 8 June 2014 

The town of Southwell stages the annual Folk Festival with three stages holding concerts and dance displays from internationally-renowned folk artists. 

The festival will also be home to a Real Ale & Cider Festival, craft and trade stalls and workshops.

Visit : www.southwellfolkfestival.org.uk. Contact : Linda Parker at linda.parker@experiencenottinghamshire.com.

The 117th Strawberry Days Festival, Glenwood Springs, Colorado USA 

20 to 22 June 2014

The Strawberry Days Festival sees visitors enjoying free strawberries and ice cream, an old-fashioned parade down the town’s main street, a fine art and handmade crafts fair, live music on the main stage, a beer garden, food court and carnival.

In addition, events like the Miss Strawberry Days contest, Little Miss Strawberry Princesses and Glenwood Idol Talent Show give the festival hometown flair.

Glenwood Springs, located between Aspen and Vail, 165 miles west of Denver has a number of attractions including Hanging Lake, Glenwood Caverns Adventure Park, Glenwood Hot Springs, Yampah Vapor Caves and Sunlight Mountain Resort. 

Visit : www.strawberrydays.com and www.visitglenwood.com. Contact : Vicky Nash at vicky@resorttrends.com. 

Montreal Jazz Festival, Montreal, Canada

26 June to 6 July 2014

This International Jazz Festival has over 500 concerts performed in a wide variety of venues, from relatively small jazz clubs to the large halls of Place des Arts. 

Some of the outdoor shows are held on cordoned-off streets while others are on terraced park, with about 350 of which are outdoors and free to the public.

Montreal’s link with jazz goes back to segregation in the United States when many artists would venture north to the city to play. 

Visit : www.montrealjazzfest.com. Contact : media_jazz@equipespectra.ca
Gay Pride Parade — San Francisco

28 and 29 June 2014

The Pride Celebration & Parade will be held over the weekend of 28 and 29 June with over 200 parade contingents, 300 exhibitors and more than twenty community-run stages and venues.

The two-day celebration, which is free and open to all, is the largest annual gathering of LGBT people and allies in the nation. 

Visit : www.sfpride.org. Contact : Brendan Behan at media@sfpride.org
Montreux Jazz Festival, Switzerland

4 – 19 July 2014

The Montreux Jazz Festival, one of the most prestigious music festivals in Europe, is held on the shores of Lake Geneva. 

The event originally started as a pure jazz festival, but it opened up in the 1970s to include all musical styles. The city’s Convention Centre hosts two main stages and the smaller Montreux Jazz Cafe, and there are several open-air stages around the Centre. 

Additional themed shows are held on boats cruising the lake and train cars traveling the region.

Visit : www.montreuxjazz.com. Contact : presse@mjf.ch.

The Henley-On-Todd Regatta, Alice Springs, Australia

16 August 2014
The Henley-On-Todd Regatta, with a typically Aussie reference to Henly-on-Thames, stages its regatta where competitors race boats by carrying them down the dry river. And while the UK event is one of pomp and tradition, this even is anything but.

During the day 20 events are held including :

· Anchor the Boat: A tug of war competition between 8-person teams.

· Bathtub Derby: Four people carry a fifth in a tub. When they reach the halfway point, a bucket of water is dumped on the person in the tub (adding more weight), then the team races back to the starting point.

· Boogie Board: Teams of four pull a fifth teammate sitting on a boogie board across the sandy bed to the finish line.

· Bring Your Own Boat: The most creative of the races, teams of four assemble their own craft, that must look like a boat, holding it up as they race. 

· Oxford Tubs: One of the more challenging events, tin boats with 2-man crews are propelled along rails by members paddling with shovels in the sand.

Visit : www.henleyontodd.com.au. Contact : alicesprings@henleyontodd.com.au
The Great American Beer Festival, Denver, Colarado

2 to 4 October 

The Great American Beer Festival is hosted by the Brewers Association of Denver, Colorado.

There are more than 2,000 different American beers, entered by almost 500 domestic breweries across 78 categories. 

International beers are also available.

Visit : www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com. Contact : Raquel Hochroth at Raquel@rosengrouppr.com. 
Floriade, Australian Capital Territory 

Annually September - October 

For 30 days in September and October, Canberra comes alive with a million spring blooms during Floriade, Australia biggest flower festival. 

It is a colourful seasonal addition to Canberra’s green parks and native gardens with markets and gourmet stalls, exhibitions and live concerts. 

Floriade welcomes more than 400,000 local, interstate and international visitors each year.

Contact : www.floriadeaustralia.com. Contact : Lisa Ridgley at lridgley@morriswalker.com.au.
Key West Fantasy Fest, Key West, Florida

October

The Fantasy Fest is held during the third week in October and is is a ten day long gay celebration of parties and parades.

The top attractions of Key West Fantasy Fest includes a good Dungeons & Dragons fetish party, the annual Headress Ball, Danceapalooza, celebrity look-a-like competition, wet t-shirt competition and toga parties. 

A key event is the Masquerade March through the streets on the second Friday and the Captain Morgan's street parade on the second Saturday. 

Over 80,000 people participate in this walking fetish party and anything goes.

Visit : www.fantasyfest.net. Nick Facchin at nick@newmanpr.com.

World's best bartender, Sorrento's Grand Hotel Excelsior Vittoria

Colin Peter Field, at the Grand Hotel Excelsior Vittoria, is the world's best bartender according to Forbes and Travel & Leisure Magazines. 

The hotel, which celebrates its 180th anniversary in 2014, also offers Mediterranean and regional cuisine served in the Michelin starred Terrazza Bosquet Restaurant with views over the Bay of Naples to Mount Vesuvius. 

Pompeii, Herculaneum and Capri are also close by.

Visit : www.exvitt.it. Contact : media@exvitt.it. 

Miraviva, Latin America 

Established in 2013 by Marc Eschauzier and Charles Tyler, Miraviva is a high-end Latin America specialist operator that creates exclusive travel experiences with accommodation personally visited and vetted by the founders.

Trips are organised across the eight Latin American countries of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Ecuador, Panama and Peru and include boutique hotels, eco-lodges, converted historic properties, design hotels, private estancias, luxury villas and expedition cruises.

Visit : www.miravivatravel.com. Contact : Rob Bates at rob.bates@whitetigerpr.com. 

Whales, dolphins and diving in the Azores

The year 2014 marks the 30th anniversary of the end of whaling in the Azores, a move which changed the islands fortunes from a tradition of whale hunting to a thriving tourism industry with whale conservation at its core.

The islands are now a scuba diving and whale watching destination with 25 migratory species, and the only place in Europe where travellers can swim with wild dolphin species such as the spotted, striped and bottlenose dolphin in their natural habitat. 

Diving sites provide access to a colourful underwater world with creatures such as manta rays, morays, stingrays, dusky groupers, comb groupers, wrasses, parrot fishes, trigger fishes, breams and damselfishes. 

Spring and summer are best for spotting underwater wildlife, and the Blue Whale can be seen in April on its migration route.

Sunvil offers seven night whale and dolphin watching vacations for the Blue Whale Migration.

Visit : www.sunvil.co.uk.

Wildlife World has a new 5-night ‘Sperm Whale and Bottlenose Dolphin’ holiday with the chance to help a team of scientists with a study of sperm whales and bottlenose dolphins in the waters surrounding Faial Island.

Visit : www.wildlifeworldwide.com.

Visit : www.visitazores.com. Contact : David Wilson at david.wilson@kbc-pr.com. 

	Reasons to write about


Swaziland

This tiny nation of Swaziland, one of Africa’s last monarchies, is a landlocked country in southern Africa, bordered to the north, south and west by South Africa, and to the east by Mozambique. 

The kingdom offers a range of visitor opportunities :

Wildlife enthusiasts can track down protected rhinos in the wild lowveld or seek out rare birds in the rugged highveld.

History buffs can visit the world’s oldest known mine at Ngwenya or follow the colonial trail of the early settlers.

For the active there is horse riding and river rafting or golf and thermal spas.

Swaziland also stages a number of annual festivals including :

The Incwala Festival

December and January

The religious 'Festival of First Fruits' celebrates the beginning of the harvest season.

The Marula Festival

March 

A royal tribute to the riches of Mother Nature, where local Marula fruit is harvested and used to make beer to a traditional recipe and celebrated with song and dance.

Bushfire Festival

May 

This festival sees some of Africa’s best artists performing.

Reed Dance

August 

The coming together of the nations women to cut new reeds to present to the Queen mother. Over 60,000 young women take part in this visual spectacle, at the royal residence.

Visit : www.thekingdomofswaziland.com. Contact : Adele Cutler  info@thekingdomofswaziland.com. 

Healthy stays on Aruba, Dutch Caribbean

The Dutch Caribbean island of Aruba has a programme of healthy living for the local population, which it is now using to support its tourism industry.

Initiatives for Aruba residents includes a health bus which visits all parts of the island promoting fitness and offering health screenings. 

Other projects target schools to reduce levels of obesity in the next decade and encouraging the business sector to stage fitness activities, including walkathons and cycling events.

The island’s government is also helping to promote a healthy lifestyle to help visitors keep in trim.

Many resorts have fitness centres and offer group activities and spas offer mud wraps, hot stone massages, soothing scrubs, aromatherapy baths and refreshing facials and masks await holidaymakers. 

Treatments feature local aloe and cactus preparations, desert mud, essential oils, plant extracts, sea salts and fruits.

Slow Food International is highly active in Aruba, promoting locally produced food, helping to support local farmers and also ensuring consumers have access to ‘good, clean and fair’ food.

The Hyatt Regency is one of the first to support the idea, embracing it under the company’s ‘Food, Thoughtfully Sourced, Carefully Served’ international programme.

Local restaurants, too, are targets and they have the scope to buy even more local food and give tourists an authentic taste of Aruban cuisine. 

Fish is, naturally, an abundant and healthy option, while locally-produced fruit and vegetables include papaya, rich in minerals and vitamins.

Goat, locally-known as cabrito, is used in soups, stews and also grilled, and is said to be the healthiest of red meats being low in fat, high in nutrients and is easy to digest.

Visit : www.aruba.com. Contact : Joanna Walding at j.walding@aruba.com. 

Slow Food International 

Slow Food International is an organisation working towards 'a world in which all people can access and enjoy food that is good for them, good for those who grow it and good for the planet'.

Its approach is based on a concept of food quality that is defined by three interconnected principles: good, clean and fair : 

good : a fresh and flavorsome seasonal diet that satisfies the senses and is part of the local culture

clean : food production and consumption that does not harm the environment, animal welfare or human health, and 

fair : accessible prices for consumers and fair conditions and pay for producers.

Slow Food International believes food is tied to many other aspects of life, including culture, politics, agriculture and the environment. 

Visit : www.slowfood.com. Contact : Paola Nano at p.nano@slowfood.it. 

Soma Bay, Egypt

Soma Bay is an exclusive Red Sea resort lin Egypt, which offers year round sunshine and mild temperatures.

The destination offers some of the sandiest beaches of the Red Sea and panoramic views of desert mountains.

There are a range of luxury hotels, a Gary Player championship golf course, a Holistic Spa & Thalasso centre and a diving and kite surfing centre.

The Sheraton Soma Bay Resort

The 5 star Sheraton Soma Bay is a flagship resort with architecture inspired by Luxor’s Karnak Temple situated directly on 800 meters of beachfront. 

Visit : www.sheraton-somabay.com.

The Cascades Championship Golf Course

The Gary Player designed Cascades Championship Golf Course is included in CNN’s top golfing destinations worldwide.

Visit : www.thecascades.com. 

La Résidence des Cascades

La Residence des Cascades, located at the highest point of the peninsula is surrounded by the Cascades Championship Golf Course.

It is a member of the Leading Hotels of the World and has been awarded with the Golf Travelife Award for environmental protection. The Cascades Spa has the only thalasso spa in Egypt.

Visit : www.residencedescascades.com.

Kempinski Hotel Soma Bay and Laguna Club

The Kempinski Hotel Soma Bay is located among pools, lagoons and waterfalls flowing down to a 400 meter sandy beach. Its designed by the mystique of ancient Moorish fortresses.

Visit : www.kempinski.com/en/soma-bay.

The Breakers Diving & Surfing Lodge

The Breakers Diving & Surfing Lodge is Egypt’s first water sports lifestyle hotel and has been designed for water sports enthusiasts seeking reasonably priced accommodation in one of the Red Sea’s finest water sport locations. 

Visit : www.thebreakers-somabay.com.

Contact : Louisa Levison at llevison@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk. 
Turtle conservation on North Island, Seychelles

North Island, one of the world’s most exclusive private islands in the Seychelles, has made an ongoing contribution to both green and hawksbill turtle conservation over the past 10 years. 

North Island itself is one of Africa’s most exclusive private islands, situated 30km from the main island of Mahé, Seychelles. 

Extremely isolated with only 11 spacious guest villas, North Island is renowned for its white beaches, filigree reefs and azure Indian Ocean.

North Island is also a sanctuary where endangered Seychelles fauna and flora could be reintroduced and given a place to grow and thrive. The Island’s environmental team has been dedicated to monitoring the turtles since 2004. 

Approximately 30 to 100 hawksbill and green turtle nests are laid on the Island each year and all data is collected by the team and sent to Jeanne Mortimer, a reptile specialist in Seychelles who studies turtle migration around the Seychelles, for further analysis.

Guests are able to join the team as they monitor the various nesting sites and, if they are lucky, get the chance to watch a turtle lay its eggs.

Unique to Seychelles, hawksbill turtles nest during the day and can be seen emerging from the ocean and laying eggs on North Island’s beaches from September to January. 

The green turtles have been recorded nesting in every month of the year but show a peak period from January to September. This species nests at night and guests are encouraged to join patrols with the environmental team during the peak nesting season. 

Visit : www.north-island.com and www.wilderness-collection.com. Contact : Charlotte Rous at charlotte@grifcopr.com. 

Winter in Idaho, Montana, South Dakota and Wyoming

Idaho, Montana, South Dakota and Wyoming offers adventurous travellers snow-capped mountains and adrenaline winter activity with top natural wonders, resorts, hotels and winter attractions.

Top resorts include Sun Valley, Whitefish, Big Sky and Jackson Hole – all offering skiing, skating, dog sledging, climbing and tubing to fly fishing, paragliding, ziplining, climbing and wildlife spotting.

New for 2014

The Springs at Hot Springs Resort reopens in Idaho City

Dating back to the late 1800's, The Springs was once known as Warm Springs Resort and was discovered by the early settlers. 

After serving as a post office, police station, saloon and overnight stage stop for weary travellers, it has since undergone acts of reforestation and rehabilitation. 

The resort has now reopened to travellers and offers natural hot mineral waters, a 40' x 80' geothermal pool and 16' hot tub with water at 104 F. 

Visit : www.thespringsid.com.

Helena, Montana declared one of the world’s top mountain biking destinations

The International Mountain Bicycling Association (IMBA) has given the mountain bike trails in Helena and the surrounding area their highest trail rating by designating Montana City a ‘Ride Center’. 

The designation represents IMBA's Model Trail recognition of a large-scale mountain bike destination. 

Helena offers a wide range of great trails for every riding style from backcountry adventures to shuttle-served gravity trails, and from expert-only to family-friendly. 

Visit : www.bikehelena.com
Yellowstone National Park’s Wyoming 

the historic Lake Yellowstone Hotel, the oldest hotel in Yellowstone National Park (the first National Park in the world),  has received a multi-million dollar  refurbishment that includes the renovation of 43 guest rooms, dining room, lobby and front desk area. 

The second phase of the renovation is now underway and includes restoration of the remaining guest rooms, the Lake Deli and public spaces. 

Visit www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com
South Dakota’s Deadwood Mountain Grand 

The Deadwood Mountain Grand has re-launched as a new contemporary 98-room hotel and casino.It overlooks the heart of the old gold mining camp of Deadwood.

Visit : www.deadwoodmountaingrand.com
Visit : www.RMI-RealAmerica.com. Contact : Lisa Cooper at Lisa.Cooper@kbc-pr.com. 

Walking safaris in Kenya

Kenya safari operator Cheli & Peacock offers walking safaris to some of Kenya’s most remote destinations.

The C&P Portfolio has open savannah, river gorge and forest walks across all its eight properties.

Local warrior guides lead guests that bit closer to the wildlife, sharing their tracking techniques and local traditions.

Kitich Camp

Cheli & Peacock’s Kitich Camp is an authentic ‘bush camp’ that shuns traditional game drives in favour of on-foot adventure.

Located in the heart of the remote Mathews Mountain Range, the camp offers a  forest wildlife experience, led the local Ndorobo Samburu, with the chance to enjoy close encounters with an array of indigenous species, ranging from elephant and buffalo to over 150 species of spectacular butterfly and birdlife. 

Elephant Pepper Camp

In the private and protected Mara North Conservancy, guests at Elephant Pepper Camp are among the very few permitted to explore the rolling plains of the Mara on foot. 

Led by local Maasai warriors, walkers learn how best to track and approach wildlife, identifying the behavioural patterns of the Mara’s spectacular array of species.

Visit : www.chelipeacock.com. Contact Rosie Kempson at rosie.kempson@live.co.uk. 

Cumberland Island, Georgia USA

Cumberland Island, Georgia has been included in Lonely Planet’s Top US Destinations List for 2014.

Lonely Planet, describes Cumberland Island as a magical island and one of the most underdeveloped places in the United States.

It says the island has 'landscapes that include virgin beaches, windswept dunes, mossy oaks and breathtaking sunrises and an untamed island that supports wildlife such as, feral horses, wild turkeys, tiny fiddler crabs, beautiful butterflies and skittering armadillos'.

Getting to Cumberland will require a ferry ride across the St. Marys River.  

Once on the island visitors can enjoy an abundance of outdoor activities such as bird watching, beach combing for seashells, swimming, wildlife viewing, hiking and biking. 

The complete Lonely Planet Top US Destinations List is: 

· Grand Rapids & the Gold Coast, MI                      

· Yosemite National Park, CA                                    

· Boston, MA                                                                               

· Central Coast, CA                                                     

· Jersey Shore, NJ                                                      

· Kansas City, MO

· Cumberland Island, GA

· Las Vegas, NV

· Sun Valley, ID

· Lana’i, HI

Visit : www.visitstmarys.com and www.LonelyPlanet.com. Contact : Angela Wigger at angela.wigger@stmaryswelcome.com. 

Wildlife viewing in Costa Rica

Costa Rica is a country in Central America, bordered by Nicaragua to the north, Panama to the southeast, the Pacific Ocean to the west, and the Caribbean Sea to the east.

Wild Planet Adventures provides tips on how best to appreciate Costa Rica's exotic wildlife, visitors have to go where humans don’t usually venture.

Visit different eco-systems

Costa Rica has a wide variety of eco-systems that are relatively close together, with each enjoying its own unique wildlife is best explored through different activities. 

The most comprehensive itineraries will include lowlands rainforests on both Caribbean and Pacific coasts, mid-elevation forests, gallery forests, rivers, high elevation cloud forests, volcanoes, hot-springs and beaches. 

Allow enough days so you can circle around the continental divide without retracing your steps. 

Consider traveling during July’s “Veranito” phenomenon

The early rains of late May and early June yield flowering trees and fruits, which attract a lot of wildlife. 

In July a break in the rainy season occurs, which in recent years has expanded from two to over five weeks, and brings with it near-ideal viewing conditions. 

Think dawn, dusk and night

A large percentage of Costa Rica's wildlife is both diurnal and nocturnal and the animals can be most active at dawn, dusk and especially at night.

Organise rainforest hikes to take advantage of all three peak daily times
Wild Planet Adventures provide tours that explore remote wildlife habitat and study wildlife patterns in destinations not often accessible to the general public inAfrica, Baja, Belize, Borneo, Brazil, Costa Rica, Galapagos, India, Laos, Nepal, Panama, Peru, Thailand and Zambia. 

Visit : www.wildplanetadventures.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins at dave@travelnewssource.com. 

	A place to stay 


Hotel Shangri-la at the Ocean in Santa Monica, California, USA

The Hotel Shangri-la at the Ocean in Santa Monica, which has been overlooking the Pacific since 1939, the hotel is a striking beacon of Art Deco elegance, a chronicle of the golden era of Hollywood and a quintessential nexus of culture. 
Hidden away on a high Santa Monica bluff overlooking the ocean and historic Santa Monica Pier, this luxury boutique hotel offers guests brilliant views of the Pacific Ocean, a celebrated history and a cultural connection during their stay.  
Visit www.Shangrila-Hotel.com. Contact: Agnes Huff at ahuff@ahuffgroup.com. 
Blue Residences, Aruba

Travellers will have even more choice of where to stay in Aruba with the opening on March 1 of an upmarket 
The Blue Residences condominium resort opens on the Dutch Caribbean island of Aruba from March 2014.

Located on Eagle Beach, Blue Residences will consist of three towers to open in March, May and  January 2015.

ON-site amenities will include a private beach, protected by a jetty, two infinity swimming pools , full service spa, fitness centre, restaurant and bar, mini-market, deli and sundeck. 
Visit : www.bluearuba.com. Contact : Joanna Walding at j.walding@aruba.com.
DoubleTree by Hilton Seychelles-Allamanda Resort & Spa

Hilton Worldwide has opened the 30-room DoubleTree by Hilton Seychelles-Allamanda Resort & Spa, its third resort in the Republic of The Seychelles Islands.  

The hotel has a prime beach-facing location on the South East coast of Mahe, Seychelles largest and best known island and is surrounded by 2.5 hectares of indigenous landscaped gardens and views of the Indian Ocean.

Guests can enjoy snorkelling and scuba diving and explore Seychelles’ mountain via the nearby nature walks.  

The resort joins the Hilton Seychelles Labriz Resort & Spa and Hilton Seychelles Northolme Resort & Spa.

The Seychelles archipelago of 115 islands is known for their unspoiled tranquility, textbook pristine beaches, extraordinary national parks and authentic and unique eco-tourism.  

About DoubleTree by Hilton

DoubleTree by Hilton has a global collection of more than 360 upscale hotels in gateway cities, metropolitan areas and vacation destinations.

Visit : www.doubletreebyhiltonglobalmediacenter.com. Contact : Elaine Reed at elaine.reed@hilton.com. 

Getaway destinations in Scotland

Cottages & Castles has highlights  Perthshire, Argyll, Sutherland, Wester Ross and Speyside for getaway destinations in Scotland.

Miss Ballantines Cottage, Highland Perthshire

A stone built cottage on the banks of the River Tay that has been recently renovated.

Achnasmeorach House, Loch Awe, Argyll

Achnasmeorach House enjoys a loch side position with its own private shoreline, jetty, boathouse and slipway. 

Balnakeil House, Scourie, North West Sutherland

Located above Balnakeil Bay near Durness, Balnakeil House is an A listed nine bedroom highland lodge which sleeps up to 17. 

Beul na Mara, Gairloch Ullapool And Wester Ross

This cottage is couple of minutes from the village centre with the sea on its door step.

Lower Burnside, Aviemore Speyside and The Cairngorms

The house stands on the Ballindalloch Castle beat of the River Spey.

Cottages & Castles, is a Scottish holiday lettings company with over 500 properties in its portfolio and is the official letting agents for The National Trust of Scotland. 

It offers a range of holiday cottages exclusive large houses, holiday castles, Scottish mansions and country lodges.

Visit : www.cottages-and-castles.co.uk. Contact : Ramsay Smith at ramsay@mediahouse.co.uk. 

Rancho Valencia, Southern California, USA

The five star Rancho Valencia Resort & Spa reopened in October 2012 following a $30 million property-wide renovation. 

Located in 45 acres of gardens, trails, olive groves, casitas the Mediterranean inspired, all-suite property has a spa, fine dining restaurant and award-winning tennis program.

Rancho Valencia was featured in Condé Nast Traveler’s 2013 Hot List as one of the 154 best new hotels in the world. 

The property is located in Rancho Santa Fe  a 30 minute car journey from San Diego International Airport.

Visit : www.ranchovalencia.com. Contact :  Katie O'Lone at katie@masonrose.com. 

Grand Hotel Kronenhof, Switzerland

The Grand Hotel Kronenhof, located in Pontresina, six miles from St. Moritz, offers the chance to enjoy the glitz of St. Moritz, while staying in a peaceful mountain village. 

While the hotel originally opened in the first half of the 19th century, as a guesthouse, the main part of the current building, which is a registered historical landmark, was built at the end of the 19th century in Neo-Baroque style. 

The latest addition, completed in 2007 at a cost of £24 million, consists of 28 new guest rooms and a spa complex covering more than 2000 square metres.

The Grand Hotel Kronenhof and it's sister property, the Kulm Hotel St. Moritz are owned by the Niarchos family.

Visit : www.kronenhof.com. Contact : Sue Heady at sue@headycommunications.com. 

New Gaya Island Resort Marine Centre, Borneo

The 121-villa Gaya Island Resort is situated along the coast of Malohom Bay, a natural sanctuary in the hillside of an ancient rainforest, with views of Mount Kinabalu. 
The resort, which opened in July 2013, marked the beginning of a marine conservation project in Borneo by YTL Hotels.The group has now opened the Gaya Island Resort Marine Centre, the first turtle rehabilitation centre in the country, complete with turtle rescue hotline.

YTL Hotels owns and manages a collection of hotels, boutique experiences and Spa Villages in Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, China, Japan, France and the UK.

Visit : www.ytlhotels.com. Contact :  Hannah Summers at hannah@grifcopr.com. 
Chiesa del Carmine, Umbria, Italy

Chiesa del Carmine, a 13th Century church located at the foot of Monte Tezio in a protected valley in the Umbrian countryside, has been restored along with its adjoining 18th century farmhouse.

Visit www.chiesadelcarmine.com. Contact : Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com. 
Brenners Park-Hotel & Spa, Baden Baden, Germany

Brenners Park-Hotel & Spa, Baden-Baden – the flagship property of the Oetker Collection - will have a spring 2014 opening of its new spa in the historic Villa Stéphanie adjacent to the hotel.

Villa Stéphanie is made up over five floors and will comprise a 500 sqm sauna, kneipping baths, plunge pool for recovery, private fitness center, physio and spinal treatments, hammam, Ladies Spa, private park and sunken garden. 

Originally erected in 1890, Villa Stéphanie was created as a residence for Stéphanie de Beauharnais, Grand Duchess of Baden and adoptive daughter of Napoleon I. 

Visit : www.brenners.com. Contact : Lizzie Morrison at oetker@verypcc.com. 
Royal Mougins Golf Club & Resort, French Riviera

Nestled in the heart of the French Riviera 30 minutes from Monaco, 

The Royal Mougins Golf Club & Resort, which is located in the heart of the French Riviera 30 minutes from Monaco, has a 18 hole 71 par golf course stretching over 6,004m. Its hotel has 29 luxurious suites offering views of Provincial forest.

Visit : www.royalmougins.fr/en. Contact : Harry Padfield at Harry@ldrlondon.com. 
The Royal Palm Marrakech

Beachcomber Hotels is to open is to open the Royal Palm Marrakech, its first hotel away from the Indian Ocean, in spring 2014.

The group currently owns and manages eight luxury hotels in Mauritius and the Sainte Anne Resort & Spa in the Seychelles.  

The new 5 star hotel is located within a 231- hectare estate among age-old olive trees, and is 12 km from the bustling centre of Marrakech and eight km from the airport. 

Its Par 72 golf course is set to be one of the best golf courses in Marrakech.

Visit : www.beachcombertours.co.uk. Contact : Charlie Fox at Charlie@grifcopr.com. 

The Sandi Phala, Bali, Indonesia

The Sandi Phala, an 11-suite luxury boutique property in Bali, Indonesia, won the Blissful Beach Category of the 2013 World Boutique Hotel Awards. 

The Sandi Pala hotel is a couples-only, boutique hotel, located on one the most pristine beaches in Bali. 

The World Boutique Hotel Awards is dedicated exclusively to luxury boutique properties, providing a global arena in which hotels can showcase their excellence. 

Visit : www.thesandiphala.com and www.boutiquehotelawards.com. Contact : Leila Stocker at leila@turtle-pr.com. 

Hotel Rex, San Francisco

Hotel Rex, a boutique hotel in the heart of Union Square in San Francisco takes its inspiration from European art and literary salons of the 1920s and 30s.

Each week the hotel presents a Salon Series of intimate events designed to encourage dialogue and appreciation of art, literature and music.

It might be from a book launch, a reading by an author, cabaret music or an entertaining magic show paired with food and wine.

Visit : www.thehotelrex.com. Contact : Anne Abrams at Anne_Abrams@mail.vresp.com. 

Marriott Hotels, Bolivia

Marriott Hotels, announced plans to open the174-room Marriott Hotel in Santa Cruz de la Sierra in 2016, its first hotel in Bolivia.

Situated on the 4th Anillo (roundabout) in the heart of the Equipetrol neighborhood, the Marriott Santa Cruz de la Sierra Hotel will be located in one of city’s most desirable areas, surrounded by the highest concentration of office buildings and close to a new shopping center currently under construction.

Visit : www.MarriottHotels.com. Contact : Laurier Goldstein at  laurie.goldstein@marriott.com. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 


	In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.com  

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com


	

	The Alliance 

bulletin


	Issue 154 : mid-January 2014                    www.itwalliance.com


Providing key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Editor : Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com 

The International Travel Writers Alliance 

The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world’s largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.
Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel writers, broadcasters and photographers

· Editor : 
commissioning editors

· Partner : 
travel and tourism industry organisations, or 

· Agency : 
agency representatives with travel or tourism clients
The Alliance press card 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with formal recognition of their status and standing – and a roving ambassador’s role - in the profession.

The Alliance published a monthly directory of opportunities for press card holders, which is also available at www.itwalliance.com 


Join and follow 
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@writersalliance
The Alliance bulletin 
	The Alliance Opinion Forum


The Alliance Opinion Forum

With the International Travel Writers Alliance's LinkedIn group now well exceeding 2000 members, it gives us the opportunity to use this professional networking site to real effect.

In addition to generating general discussions within the group, the Alliance will use LinkedIn to harness the professional skill and expertise that now exists within the group.

The Alliance Opinion Forum (AOF) will give our journalists and travel industry partners and their agencies, the opportunity to initiate and/or respond to LinkedIn discussions on subjects of genuine interest and relevance.

The AOF Briefing

If a particular discussion 'takes off', the Alliance will incorporate the contributions into an AOF briefing, which will then be :

· included as a lead item in the Alliance's fortnightly bulletin and, if appropriate, 

· published as a briefing in its own right.

Either way, this will see the information getting to the Alliance's :

· 9,990 professional travel journalists

· 3,600 travel industry partners, and

· 1,600 representatives of agencies with travel related clients.

In this way, we believe the Alliance Opinion Forum will help to influence an awareness and understanding of the issues facing the travel and tourism industries worldwide.

Generating discussions

In the weeks and months to come, the International Travel Writers Alliance will be posting AOF discussions and inviting your contributions.

We will also welcome you posting an AOF discussion whenever you would welcome feedback from the professionals in the LinkedIn group.

Joining the Alliance LinkedIn group

Finally, if you have not yet done so please ask to join the International Travel Writers Alliance linked in group and we will be delighted to welcome you aboard.

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Hedonistic Hiking (Australia) 

Hedonistic Hiking offer all-inclusive guided gourmet walking holidays in Italy, Slovenia and Australia. 

Small friendly groups, unique itineraries, delightful accommodation, outstanding food and wine. Exceptional personal service and attention to detail.


Visit : www.hedonistichiking.com. Contact : Jackie Parsons at jackie@hedonistichiking.com.

Imperial War Museums (UK) 

Imperial War Museums (IWM) is a family of museums :

	· IWM London

· IWM North in Trafford

· Greater Manchester


	· IWM Duxford near Cambridge

· the Churchill War Rooms in Whitehall, London; and 

· HMS Belfast, moored in the Pool of London on the River Thames.


IWM is unique in its coverage of conflicts, especially those involving Britain and the Commonwealth, from the First World War to the present day. 
It seeks to provide for, and to encourage, the study and understanding of the history of modern war and 'wartime experience'. 
Visit : www.iwm.org.uk. Contact : Michelle Wong at mwong@iwm.org.uk.  
The History List (USA)

The History List was launched in 2012 as a way to help historic sites, historical societies, preservation organizations, history museums, house museums, living history sites, re-enactor groups, and other history organizations.

The List also promotes history-related exhibits and events, including re-enactments, walks and talks, author appearances and celebrations.

Introduced first in the Boston area, The History List has grown to be the largest list of history-related events taking place across the USA.  

Organizations add their own events and there is no cost to participate.  

Visit : www.TheHistoryList.com. Contact : Lee Wright at lee@thehistorylist.com.  
English Heritage

English Heritage care for hundreds of England's most important historic places, including :

· Stonehenge

· Hadrian's Wall

· the Battle of Hastings battlefield

· Dover Castle, and 

· Queen Victoria's retreat at Osborne on the Isle of Wight.


Visit : www.english-heritage.org.uk. Contact : PhillipHarper at phillip.harper@english-heritage.org.uk. 

World Chess Hall of Fame, St Louis, MO

The World Chess Hall of Fame (WCHOF) educates visitors, fans, players, and scholars by preserving, exhibiting, and interpreting the game of chess and its continuing cultural and artistic significance.

Originally known as the U.S. Chess Hall of Fame, it was created in 1986 by the United States Chess Federation.

The World Chess Hall of Fame opened in 2011, in Saint Louis and features the U.S. and World Chess Halls of Fame, displays of artifacts from the permanent collection, and temporary exhibitions highlighting the great players, historic games, and rich cultural history of chess. 

Visit : www.worldchesshof.org. Contact : Amanda Cook  at amanada@amandacookpr.com
Innova Adventure Travel (Costa Rica)

Innova Adventure Travel is a boutique travel agency located in Costa Rica, Central America, which is dedicated to helping people plan activities such as: golf, business trips, weddings, honeymoons, student trips, family vacations, health wellness or yoga retreats, SUP yoga and adventure.

You can customize your travel package and select your destinations, activities, accommodations, and mode of transportation that best fits your interests, time and budget.

Visit : www.innovatraveler.com. Contact : Laura
Barrantes at lrequeno@innovatraveler.com. 
 
Queenies Food Tours (Australia)

Queenies Food Tours take visitors to Melbourne's best foodie locations. Operating walking tours and all-day mini-bus tours, all foodie locations are carefully researched and chosen for their quality produce and products and of course fantastic food!

The locations visited include dessert shops, food stores, producers and, on our all-day tours, top bistros or restaurants for lunch. 

Walking tours include tastings and some of our tours include cooking demonstrations.

Visit : www.queeniesfoodtours.com. Contact : Andrew Prior at andrew@queeniesfoodtours.com.

Amanda Hotels (India)

Amanda have a portfolio of budget hotels in Agra, Delhi, Jaipur, Lucknow and Gurgaon

Visit : www.amandahotels.in. Contact : Vivek Grover at mail@amandahotels.in.

Cheli & Peacock (Kenya)

Established by Stefano Cheli and his wife, Liz Peacock in 1985, Cheli & Peacock has grown over the years to become one of Kenya’s leading, and longest established, safari operators. 

Cheli & Peacock operates upmarket, exclusive and bespoke safaris for clients that still want the ‘real Africa’ experience. It is completely independent, operating professional and seamless safaris throughout East Africa, choosing the best and most unique properties and locations. 

Cheli & Peacock also represents an award-winning collection of eight boutique safari camps and lodges: The C&P Portfolio. 

All are small, unique and elegant properties in extraordinary destinations, each with their own character and style.


Visit : www.chelipeacock.com. Contact : Rosie Kempson at rosie.kempson@live.co.uk.

	News


In the Lion's Throat

Alliance journalist, Bob Marriott, has just published  In the Lion's Throat which focuses on the drug trade in S E Asia 
The book takes readers to New Zealand, Malaysia, Thailand, Laos and Sri Lanka and will be of interest purely for the travel knowledge involved.  Robert has visited all these places and many of the characters are based on people that I have met.
In the Lion's Throat is available via Amazon / Kindle.

Contact : Bob Marriott at marriott.bob@xtra.co.nz. 
Get Into London Theatre

Get Into London Theatre is offering discount tickets with savings of up to 60% to see some of the capital’s best shows until 13 February 2014. 

The annual promotion features over 55 musicals, plays, dance productions, entertainments and family shows all offering seats from £10.

There is a host of sensational shows to choose from including long-running West End hits Jersey Boys, Mamma Mia! and War Horse, alongside newcomers Stephen Ward, The Commitments and From Here To Eternity.

West End theatres and venues across the capital have signed up to the promotion.

Visit : www.getintolondontheatre.co.uk. Contact : Matthew Brown at matthewb@solttma.co.uk. 

The North Brabant Museum, Holland 

The North Brabant Museum (Het Noordbrabants Museum) will open its final and largest gallery on 18 January 2014 after a major refurbishment.

To mark the event, nine paintings by Vincent van Vogh (1853 – 1890), the Greatest artist to have come from Brabant have been brought together, including an early Paris self-portrait from the Van Gogh Museum’s collection.

The Noordbrabants Museum is also known for its historic collections of Roman archaeology, Flemish paintings from 1500 – 1800 and art from 1800.

Visit : www.hetnoordbrabantsmuseum.nl. Contact : Simone Sagi at ssagi@holland.com. 
Elan Valley, Wales, looks to become International Dark Sky Park

With some of the darkest skies in the UK, the Elan Valley estate near Rhayader, which includes around 18,000 hectares of land across Mid Wales and the Cambrian Mountains, is hoping to become a Dark Sky Park
International Dark Sky Parks are areas where the night sky is protected and lighting controls are in place to prevent light pollution. 
Currently, the only International Dark Sky Designation in Wales is the Brecon Beacons, which was awarded this status in February.
 

Over 90 per cent of the UK population lives under a severely light polluted sky, according to the 2012 British Astronomical Association survey. 
Visit : www.elanvalley.org.uk. Contact : Duncan Foulkes at duncan.foulkes@btinternet.com.

Cape Town

Cape Town has been voted The (UK) Telegraph Travel Awards’ Favourite City for 2013.

The UK daily newspaper asks readers annually to vote for their travel favourites in categories such as Best City Worldwide, Best Country Worldwide, Best Travel Website and Best Travel App.

Cape Town has also been designated World Design Capital 2014 and will also be celebrating twenty years of democracy with the rest of South Africa.

Visit : www.capetown.travel. Contact : Tammy White at tammy@rabbitinahat.co.za. 

The Historic Dockyard Chatham, Kent UK

The Historic Dockyard Chatham has received a grant of £4.53m from the Heritage Lottery Fund to support its £8.75m Command of the Oceans project.

Command of the Oceans will see the repair and preservation of a range of the Historic Dockyard’s Scheduled Ancient Monuments and its 18th Century Ship’s Timbers Archaeological find.  It will create galleries and interpretation and visitor facilities.

The Historic Dockyard Chatham is the world’s best preserved example of a dockyard of the age of sail.  During the 18th century the site played an instrumental role in supporting the Royal Navy secure worldwide supremacy at sea.

Visit : www.chdt.org.uk. Contact : Gail Louise James at gjames@chdt.org.uk. 

Shenzhen Bao’an International Airport, Shenzhen, China

The new terminal at Shenzhen Bao’an International Airport, Guangdong, China, has opened in Shenzhen - one of the fastest-growing cities in the world.

The terminal – the largest single public building to be built to date in Shenzhen - encompasses 63 contact gates, with a further 15 remote gates and significant retail space. 

It will increase the capacity of the airport by 58%, allowing the airport to handle up to 45 million passengers per year.

Visit : www.eng.szairport.com. Contact : Antonia Hazlerigg at antonia@carocommunications.com. 

The Lighthouse Restaurant, Europa Park, Germany

Ammolite - the Lighthouse Restaurant in the 4-star Superior Hotel Bell Rock in Europa-Park has been awarded a Michelin star a year after opening. 

Europa-Park is the largest theme park in Germany and the second most popular theme park resort in Europe, following Disneyland Paris.

It is located in Rust, in south-western Germany, between Freiburg and Strasbourg, France.

Visit : www.europapark.de. Contact : Patricia Czarkowski at patricia.czarkowski@europapark.de. 

New Marine Sanctuary at Gaya Island Resort, Borneo

The Gaya Island Resort has launched its new Marine Centre.

Located in a natural sanctuary located in the hillside of a rainforest, the centre carries out important work including turtle rescue. 

Visit : www.gayaislandresort.com. Contact : Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com. 

Dukes St James, London

Dukes St James, London has been voted 2013 World’s Leading Classic Hotel and 2013 England’s Leading Hotel at the World Travel Awards in Doha.

The hotel is located in a cobbled court yard off St James’ and is a member of the prestigious, Small Luxury Hotels of The World. 

Visit : www.Dukeshotel.com. Contact Charlotte Rous at Charlotte@grifcopr.com. 

The National Restaurant Association Restaurant Finance Summit, Chicago

The National Restaurant Association will host its first Restaurant Finance Summit on 19 May 2014 during NRA Show at Chicago’s McCormick Place.

The Summit will bring together restaurant financial executives and operators, Wall Street analysts, investment groups and lenders, and expert tax/accounting professionals to discuss issues related to the financial health of the restaurant, foodservice and hospitality industry.

The annual National Restaurant Association Restaurant, Hotel-Motel Show is the largest annual gathering of restaurant, foodservice, and lodging professionals in the world.

It will be held from 17 to 20 May with the 2014 International Wine, Spirits & Beer Event, held in conjunction with NRA Show, taking place on 18 and 19 May.

Visit : www.restaurant.org. Contact : Christine Fernandez at Cfernandez@restaurant.org. 

Heathrow Terminal 2, London

UK celebritybchef, Heston Blumenthal is to open a new restaurant at Terminal 2 when The Queen’s Terminal opens in June 2014.

The concept and menu, currently being developed, will showcase Heston's love for nostalgia and celebrate his pride of all things British, including its much loved and familiar dishes.

The new, £2.5bn Terminal 2 is the next major step in the transformation of Heathrow, and will continue the progress the airport has made in recent years with the opening of Terminal 5 and the refurbishment of Terminals 1, 3 and 4. 

£11bn has been spent on the airport over the last decade and passenger satisfaction scores now rank Heathrow as among the world’s very best large airports.

Visit : www.heathrow.com. Contact : Julia Gillam at  julia_gillam@heathrow.com. 

The Museum of the Second World War, Gdańsk, Poland 

The Museum of the Second World War, which will open in Gdansk in 2015, will have 23,000 square metres of floor area, 7,000 square metres of this used for its permanent exhibition.

This exhibition will use the most modern methods to present the Second World War from the perspective of big-power politics and the fate of ordinary people. 

Visit : www.gdansk.pl/en. Contact :  gcit@gdansk4u.pl. 
The Bucuti & Tara Beach Resorts, Aruba

Thr Bucuti & Tara Beach Resorts on the Dutch Caribbean island of Aruba has been ranked among the top 25 resorts in the Caribbean in the Condé Nast Traveler 2013 Readers’ Choice Awards. 
Aruba’s only boutique-style resort catering exclusively for adults, Bucuti has claimed a number of recent accolades, including a listing on Condé Nast Traveler’s Gold List and TripAdvisor’s Top Ten Most Romantic Resorts in the World. 
Visit : www.bucuti.com. Contact : Joanna Walding at j.walding@aruba.com.

Wild Planet Adventures’ 

Wild Planet Adventures’ new TravelBuddies programme is a companion finder for single travelers seeking to travel together, share rooms or start a custom departure. 

Single travelers willing to share a room can avoid paying “single supplements” which can equal up to 50% of the trip cost.

 Visit : www.wildplanetadventures.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins  at dave@travelnewssource.com. 

	Leads


Porto Carras Grand Resort, Greece

The Porto Carras Grand Resort  has been voted Greece's Leading Family Resort in the World Travel Awards.

The resort, which is located on the western coast of Sithonia on Halkidiki's central Peninsula, is the most comprehensive resort in Greece.

Porto Carras features two 5 star Hotels, a Casino and two Thalassotherapy & Spa Centers. There is also an international 18-hole Golf course, a horse riding academy, a tennis club with nine courts, a diving centre and nautical club, plus Greece’s largest organic vineyard. 

The hotels 9km of beach has three Blue Flags and also organises international sports events including golf tournaments, boxing matches, international football matches, horse racing, tennis, basketball, volleyball, sailing, as well as chess and rally cars.

Porto Carras is surrounded by the rising slopes of Mt. Meliton and the Toroneos Gulf, and sits among 1,763 landscaped hectares and along 9 km of sandy beach with 25 coves.

Visit : www.portocarras.com. Contact : info@portocarras.com. 

Minnesota Historical Society

Established in 1849, the Minnesota Historical Society collects, preserves and tells the story of Minnesota’s past through museum exhibits, libraries and collections, historic sites, educational programs and book publishing. 

Visit : www.mnhs.org. Contact : Jessica Kohen at jessica.kohen@mnhs.org. 
Avalon Waterways

Avalon Waterways has named World Champion and London Gold medal Olympian, Dr Katherine Grainger CBE as 'godmother' to Avalon Poetry II, one of three new river cruise suite ships due to launch in the spring of 2014.

The new ships will bring the total of suite ships in the fleet to eight, each featuring two full decks of ‘Panorama suites’.

Avalon Waterways cruises on the Danube, Main, Rhine, Moselle, Rhône, Seine, Dutch Waterways, Nile, Mississippi, Galápagos, Amazon, Mekong and Yangtze rivers between March and December. 

Avalon cruises offer a luxurious on board experience with elegant dining, spacious suites and large outside staterooms with full-sized en suite bathrooms. 
In addition, most staterooms on board our European Avalon cruises feature floor-to-ceiling panoramic windows (unique to Avalon Waterways), providing the best views of beautiful landscapes, famous landmarks and spectacular sights as you cruise.

Visit : www.avaloncruises.co.uk. Contact : Helen McNaught at hmcnaught@avaloncruises.co.uk. 
HMS Belfast, London

HMS Belfast, the last surviving Second World War Royal Navy Cruiser of her type in the world (and now permanently moored on the Thames in central London) played a significant role in supporting the Normandy landings and reportedly fired one of the first shots on D-Day itself.

In May 2014 HMS Belfast will play a major role in marking the 70th anniversary of D-Day with major commemorative event.

Visit : www.iwm.org.uk. Contact : Kate Crowther at kcrowther@iwm.org.uk. 

Bramble Ski and Haute Montagne, Switzerland and Austria

Bramble Ski and Haute Montagne are two collections of luxury chalets in Switzerland and Austria. 

Bramble Ski offers a collection of chalet properties in Verbier, St. Anton, Villars and Lech, which are available on both a catered and self-catered basis. 

Haute Montange offers privately-owned chalets in Verbier and Gstaad, which are staffed with Michelin-trained chefs, hosts, housekeepers, sommeliers, drivers, a concierge service and a dedicated chalet manager.

Visit : www.brambleski.com and www.hautemontagne.com. Contact Charlotte Rous at Charlotte@grifcopr.com. 

Arundel Castle, West Sussex, UK

One of the largest inhabited and complete castles in England, Arundel Castle is situated in grounds overlooking the River Arun in West Sussex. 

It was founded at the end of the 11th century by Roger de Montgomery, Earl of Arundel and today is the family home of the 18th Duke of Norfolk. 

Arundel Castle offers a full day out with guided and free-flow tours of the finely preserved castle rooms including the Baron’s Hall, 14th Century Catholic Fitzalan Chapel, Regency Library and Victorian bedrooms.

There is also the opportunity to climb the Norman Motte and Keep and enjoy the Collector Earl’s Garden that was opened by HRH The Prince of Wales in 2008.

The Castle also offers a calendar of historical events throughout the year from Jousting and Medieval Tournaments to Shakespeare plays.

The Castle will be open to visitors from 2 April to 2 November 2014.

Visit : www.arundelcastle.org.  Contact : Flow Powell at flo@midnight.co.uk. 

The Canal & River Trust (UK)

The Canal & River Trust is the guardian of 2,000 miles of historic waterways across England and Wales.  

It is among the largest charities in the UK, maintaining the nation’s third largest collection of listed structures, as well as museums, archives, navigations and hundreds of important wildlife sites.

Visit : www.canalrivertrust.org.uk. Contact : Sarah Rudy at  sarah.rudy@canalrivertrust.org.uk 

Wynwood, Miami

Wynwood, once a low density warehouse district in downtown Miami, is now a thriving arts neighbourhood frequented by the trendy and bohemian. 

The first phase was the establishment of NW 2nd Avenue, now home to restaurants, Joey’s Italian Cafe and Wynwood Kitchen & Bar. 

The Wynwood Walls, an outdoor art park that displays museum quality street art murals created by the world’s most prominent graffiti artists is surrounded by Gallery Diet, Panther Coffee, Frangipani and Pan American Art Projects. 

Currently undergoing renovation, when completed, the three story warehouse building located at 331 NW 26th Street will welcome its first tenants in October 2013. 

Colourfully painted by international street artists Interesni Kazki in their inimitable whimsical style, it will add to one of the country’s hippest neighborhoods.

Visit : www.miamiandbeaches.com. Contact : Juliet at juliet@Gmcvb.com. 

Pittock Mansion, Portland, Maine
Pittock Mansion, a historic Portland landmark, will celebrate its 100th anniversary in 2014 with special events and exhibits throughout the year. 

Considered a city treasure for its history and architectural beauty, the mansion has just completed a one-million-dollar renovation in preparation for its centennial. 

Built for former Oregonian newspaper owner Henry Pittock and his wife Georgiana Pittock, the West Hills mansion overlooks the city and offers a spectacular view of rivers, forests, bridges and mountains. 

Today, the mansion is open to the public for guided and self-guided tours that provide a revealing glimpse of Portland’s past.

Visit : www.pittockmansion.org. Contact: Angela Allee at aallee@pittockmansion.org.

Doddington Hall, Lincolnshire 

Begun in 1595 by Robert Smythson, one of England’s foremost Elizabethan Architects, Doddington Hall,  a fine late Elizabethan Mansion, was completed in 1600.

Originally built for Thomas Tailor, the registrar to the Bishop of Lincoln, Doddington’s mellow brick exterior with its walled courtyards has barely changed. 

However, in 1749, the Hall was inherited by John Delaval of Seaton Delaval in Northumberland and he carried out an extensive internal re-decoration, incorporating the light and elegant Georgian style still seen today.

Over 400 years of unbroken family occupation has resulted in fascinating collections of furniture, weaponry, paintings, ceramics, textiles, household objects and porcelain.

Extensive gardens and woodland trails complete a visit.

Visit : www.doddingtonhall.com. Contact : Charlotte Goy at Charlotte.Goy@Lincs-Chamber.co.uk. 
The Connecticut Historical Society

The Connecticut Historical Society is a private, not-for-profit museum, library, research and educational center. 

Its mission is to inspire and foster a life-long interest in history through exhibitions, programs, and Connecticut-related collections, because improving knowledge of the past enhances understanding of the present and the ability to meet the challenges of the future.


Founded in 1825, the Connecticut Historical Society houses an extensive and comprehensive Connecticut-related collection of manuscripts, printed material, artefacts and images that document social, cultural, and family history.

Visit : www.chs.org. Contact : Ed Main at ed_main@chs.org. 

Space Shuttle Atlantis at Kennedy Space Center

The $100 million Space Shuttle AtlantisSM attraction at Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex is a 90,000-square-foot attraction featuring the Atlantis spacecraft.

The immersive experience invites guests to “be the astronaut” with never-before-seen, technologically sophisticated multimedia presentations and more than 60 interactive, touch-screen experiences and high-tech simulators.

Visit : www.KennedySpaceCenter.com. Contact : Alina Quintana at Alina@bitnergoodman.com. 

Baby Friendly Boltholes 

Baby Friendly Boltholes  provides a platform for parents and carers of babies and pre-school aged children to search and book holidays and mini-breaks worldwide that are suitable for the entire family.

These range from ski breaks and beach holidays to farm stays with accommodation options including boutique hotels, cottages, chalets, villas and B&Bs.

Locations include Europe, the Middle East, South East Asia, USA and the Caribbean.

Visit : www.babyfriendlyboltholes.co.uk. Contact : Cass Helstrip at Cass.helstrip@whitetigerpr.com. 
The South Florida Symphony Orchestra, Fort Lauderdale, Florida USA

The South Florida Symphony Orchestra stages its season of concerts and events between January and March with a Masterworks Concert Series throughout South Florida.

Visit : www.southfloridasymphony.org. Contact : info@southfloridasymphony.org. 

	What’s on in 2014


The Scottish Snowdrop Festival

1 February to 16 March 2014

One of the first key festivals in the Homecoming Scotland 2014 calendar, visitors can experience this delicate bloom in a variety of locations across the country.

Fifty-three gardens, including 8 new additions, will showcase snowdrops, some of which are open exclusively for the event. Properties taking part range from walled gardens, urban retreats, historic castles, churchyards and woodland walks. 

Visit : www.visitscotland.com and www.homecomingscotland.com. Contact : Glenda Rochead at Glenda.Rochead@visitscotand.com. 

Venice Carnival, Venice Italy

15 February to 4 March 2014

Venice during carnevale sees citizens, together with thousands of visitors from around the globe, take to the streets dressed in elaborate, fantastically masked costumes, providing one of Europe’s most visually stunning event.

The Venice Carnival always takes place during the ten days leading up to Shrove Tuesday. Carnival, being a pre-Lent festival, means 'farewell to meat' and is celebrated throughout Italy. 

It was first held in Venice in the 11th century and consisted of over two months of revelry, until it fell into decline during the 18th century. 
It was revived in 1979 with great success and nowadays it is a great excuse to don a mask and costume, parade around the city and enjoy the live music in the main squares of the city.

Visit : www.venice-carnival-italy.com and www.venice-tourism.com. Contact : Alessandra Smith at alessandra.smith@enit.it.
Slaves and Slaveholders of Wessyngton Plantation, Tennessee State Museum in Nashville
11 February to 31 August 2014

An exhibit about the slaves and slaveholders who worked and resided at a distinctive plantation in Tennessee will open in February at the Tennessee State Museum in Nashville.

Slaves and Slaveholders of Wessyngton Plantation, looks at the lives of both the enslaved African Americans and their white owners on the 13,000 acre plantation in Robertson County, Tennessee. 

Through first and third person accounts, the exhibit will reconstruct the lives of several enslaved people, giving them names, faces, and the details of what happened to them before, during, and after the Civil War.

The plantation was established in 1796 by Joseph Washington, who moved to Tennessee from Virginia, and was later inherited by his son, George A. Washington. 
The Washingtons, through their business dealings, became incredibly wealthy, owning not only Wessyngton but also property and slaves in Kentucky. 

Wessyngton was one of the largest plantations in Tennessee in 1860 and the largest producer of tobacco in the U.S.  In 1860, the Washingtons were one of the wealthiest families in Tennessee.

The Tennessee State Museum currently occupies three floors, covering approximately 120,000 square feet with more than 60,000 square feet devoted to exhibits. It is located at Fifth and Deaderick in downtown Nashville, Tennessee.

Visit : www.tnmuseum.org. Contact : Mary Skinner at mary.skinner@tn.gov. 
London Fashion Weekend, Somerset House, London UK 

20 February 2014 to 23 February 2014

For four days the historic Somerset House is transformed into a fashion venue as big names from the beauty and style industries show off their creative work. 

The fashion and designer shopping experience comprises catwalk shows, pop-up shops, hair and beauty products and educational panels from leading fashion experts, as over 100 of the nation’s best designer brands (including Issa London, French Sole and Linda Farrow) display their wares.

Visit : www.londonfashionweekend.co.uk. Contact : Will Rowley at will.rowley@britishfashioncouncil.com.

Mazatlán’s International Carnival, Sinaola, Mexico

27 February to 14 March 2014

Mazatlán’s International Carnival is a six-day, multi-event affair with parades, floats and fancy dress balls. Like many celebrations in Catholic countries, Mazatlán’s carnival is held in the run-up to Lent and rivals the fiestas in Rio and Trinidad. 

The carnival's official starting point is Paseo de las Olas Altas, that glitters with the hundreds of masks, costumes, parades and various artistic performances; all along the beachfront Malecón the festivities have been attracting celebrants for over 100 years.

Visit : www.visitmexico.com/en/carnaval-in-mazatlan-sinaloa-mexico. Contact : Manuel Diaz-Cebrian at gayala@visitmexico.com. 
Rio Carnival, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

28 February to 4 March 2014

Regarded as the carnival capital of the World, Rio de Janeiro is home to world's biggest Carnival, involving four days of celebration.

During the month of February, it's the carnival all over Rio culminating in the Rio Carnival Parade also known as the Samba Parade.

Visit : www.rio-carnival.net. Contact : Enrico Antinoro at enrico.antinoro@embratur.gov.br 
National Corndog Day

March 2014

National Corndog Day was founded by two friends in Corvallis, Oregon and has evolved into one of the fastest growing holidays in America, registering over 300 official parties. 
Anyone can register an official party at Corndogday.com. Party Packs can be purchased on the site. 
Visit : www.corndogday.com.  Contact : Brady Sahnow at corndogday@gmail.com.

Melbourne Food and Wine Festival, Victoria, Australia

28 February to 16 March 2014
The Melbourne Food and Wine Festival has 300 events in the city’s network of restaurants, laneways, basements and rooftop.

There is fresh seasonal produce, bustling food markets, award-winning restaurants, expert winemakers and warm hospitality. 
The festival's prestigious reputation attracts the world's biggest culinary and wine personalities to participate in the program along with Victoria's own celebrated chefs, restaurateurs, winemakers, sommeliers, producers and artisans.
Visit : www.melbournefoodandwine.com.au. Contact : Penny France at penny@foodfest.com.au

Monterey’s Jazz Bash by the Bay, California USA

7 to 9 March 2014

Jazz Bash by the Bay, a three day celebration of the music of the 1920s and '30s, has been staged since 1980.

The festival brings together traditional jazz, swing, gypsy jazz, ragtime, blues, and big bands with eight ballrooms and cabaret venues under one roof.

Visit : www.jazzbashbythebay.com. Contact : Betsy Shea at betsy@shea-campbell.com. 

Melbourne International Comedy Festival, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia

26 March to 20 April 2014

The Melbourne International Comedy Festival is one of the three largest comedy festivals in the world and the largest in the southern hemisphere. 
For three and a half weeks each year, Melbourne becomes the centre of the comedy universe with an extensive program of stand-up comedy, cabaret, theatre, street performance, film, television, radio and visual arts. 
With attendances of more than 600,000 people, it has grown to be one of Australia's largest cultural events. 
Visit : www.comedyfestival.com.au. Contact : Tatia Sloley at tatia@tspublicity.com.au.

The 28th Annual Tennessee Williams/New Orleans Literary Festival, Louisiana USA

19 to 23 March 2014

Literary, theater and musical talent will gather in the historic French Quarter for the 2014Tennessee Williams/New Orleans Literary Festival.

The five-day fête honours Tennessee Williams, his works, and literary life in the adopted city he called his “spiritual home” and includes master classes, celebrity interviews, theatre, food and music events.

The riotous closing ceremony is the Stanley and Stella Shouting Contest, in playful homage to the bellowing mates in A Streetcar Named Desire. 

Visit : www.tennesseewilliams.net. Contact : ejjester@aol.com. 

The 3rd Annual Healthy Living Festival, San Diego, California  

23 March 2014

San Diego’s largest health and fitness expo takes place at the Del Mar Fairgrounds with 30 free lectures and workshops and 200 exhibitors offering the latest in healthy living products and services.

Visit : www.healthylivingfestival.com. Contact : healthfest@yahoo.com. 

The 31st Annual Gathering of Nations, Albuquerque, New Mexico USA

24 to 26 April 2014
The 31st Annual Gathering of Nations, considered the most prominent Native American powwow in the world, will host tens of thousands of people and more than 700 tribes from throughout the United States, Canada, and around the world.

The three-day event will include more than 3,000 traditional Native American singers and dancers competing, and more than 800 Native American artisans, craftsmen and traders displaying and selling their work.

 In addition, dozens of contemporary indigenous bands will be performing a wide variety of musical genres.  

Vendors in the Native Food Court will offer guests a large selection of food choices ranging between southwestern-style cuisine and traditional Native American fare.  

As part of the Gathering of Nations, a young Native American woman will be crowned Miss Indian World and represent all native and indigenous people as a cultural goodwill ambassador. 

Visit : www.gatheringofnations.com. Contact: Sarah Hattman at shattman@jameskorenchen.com. 
Nottinghamshire County Show, Newark Showground, Nottinghamshire UK
10 and 11 May 2014 

Set in the market town of Newark, the Nottinghamshire County Show is a traditional show promoting farming, food, rural life and heritage in Nottinghamshire and beyond.

There are dog displays and show jumping and the traditional equine and livestock showing classes. 

Over 50,000 visitors attend annually.

Visit : www.nottinghamshirecountyshow.com. Contact : Linda Parker at linda.parker@experiencenottinghamshire.com.

The Dominican Republic Golf Open 2014

12 to 18 May 2014

The fifth annual Dominican Republic Professional Golf Tournament (DR OPEN 2014) will be held on the Teeth of the Dog golf course, in Casa de Campo, one of the Caribbean’s most exclusive resorts.

The Teeth of the Dog course is ranked as the number one golf course in Latin America. The event will also include a ceremony for the induction of national players into the National Golf Hall of Fame.

Visit : www.casadecampo.com.do Contact : Esther Smith at pr.uk@godominicanrepublic.com. 
The GVI Global Challenge 2014

August 2014
Volunteer organisation GVI is launching its new Global Challenge, a volunteer event across three continents set to take place in August 2014. 

There are over 100,000,000 children worldwide without access to formal education and GVI is giving volunteers the chance to contribute. 

Volunteers will sign up to join GVI either in Cape Town, South Africa; Manuel Antonio, Costa Rica, or Phang Nga, Thailand to take part in an international effort working towards improving educational facilities and infrastructure for hundreds of children. 

Volunteers can expect 7 days of tough work whichever location they choose but, on completing their task, they then have the option to extend their trip for a week to explore their chosen area and make the most of GVI’s excellent in-country experts. 

Visit www.gvi.co.uk. Contact : Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com. 

Southport Flower Show

14-17 August 2014

The Southport Flower Show, the UK's largest independent flower show, is held in Victoria Park, Southport every summer. 

Attracting around 70,000 visitors, the event will feature the very best in garden design, gourmet foods and entertainment. Visitors will be able to enjoy over a million blooms, with the Grand Floral Marquee hosting displays from some of the country’s top independent growers.

Each day there are lectures, cookery presentations, and a programme of music performed at the bandstand.  

Celebrity garden experts will also be on hand offering tips and guidance.

Visit : www.visitsouthport.com. Contact : Steve Christian at Steve.Christian@sefton.gov.uk. 

Burning Man, Nevada

25 August to 4 September 2014

Burning Man is a week-long annual event held in the Black Rock Desert in northern Nevada, USA.

Tens of thousands of participants gather to create Black Rock City, dedicated to community, art, self-expression, and self-reliance. They depart one week later, having left no trace whatsoever.

The event begins on the last Monday in August, and ends on the first Monday in September, which coincides with the American Labor Day holiday. 
It takes its name from the ritual burning of a large wooden effigy, which is set alight on Saturday evening. 
Visit : www.burningman.com. Contact : press@burningman.com.

Star-Spangled Spectacular 2014, Baltimore, Maryland

6 to 16 September 2014

A star-spangled commemoration of the 200th anniversary of the Battle of Baltimore and "The Star-Spangled Banner,” featuring Francis Scott Key’s immortal manuscript, will take place in Baltimore. 

Festivities start on 6 September with the annual Defenders’ Day event at North Point. 

A ten-day long celebration featuring re-enactments, fireworks, parades, maritime festival, the Blue Angels' airshow, will conclude with a televised event at Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine.

Visit : www.starspangled200.org and www.baltimore.org. Contact : Sarah Straub at sarah.straub@finnpartners.com.

Steampunk, Lincoln UK

Annually September 2013

Weekend at the Asylum is the largest 'purely steampunk' event in Europe and attracts participants from around the world.  

For three days each year the historic streets of Lincoln are thronged with splendidly dressed steampunks enjoying a festival which strives to combine art, literature, music, fashion, comedy and simple good fun. 

The cobbled streets of the city become transformed with people wearing fantasy neo- Victorian costumes including top hats and flying goggles, to corset and flamboyant feathers.

The Asylum is organised and run by the Victorian Steampunk Society which is a voluntary not-for-profit organisation that exists to facilitate Steampunk.  

Visit : www.steampunk.synthasite.com. Contact : Charlotte Goy at Charlotte.Goy@Lincs-Chamber.co.uk. 
British Musical Fireworks Championship

3-5 October 2014

The British Musical Fireworks Championship sees seven of the county’s top pyrotechnic companies go head to head over three nights.

The winner judged on fireworks-to-music synchronisation, range and choice of fireworks used – and of course – the all-important wow factor will be ‘British Musical Fireworks Champion’ for next 12 months.

Visit : visitsouthport.com. Contact : Steve Christian at Steve.Christian@sefton.gov.uk. 

L’Escalade Festival, Geneva

13 to 15 December (annually)

Geneva has been celebrating L’Escalade Festival every year from 13th – 15th December since 1926.

Attracting tens-of-thousands of spectators every year, the Fête de l'Escalade is a popular event held throughout Geneva’s streets, as the city remembers and celebrates the anniversary of the city’s defeat of troops sent by the Duke of Savoy in 1402.

Geneva’s Old-Town is transformed as crowds dress in period costume and proceed through the streets in a spectacular parade, which sees the proclamation of victory read out by a herald on horseback followed with a large torch-bearing procession along both banks of the Rhone. 

Visit : www.1602.ch. Contact : Clarissa Knox at cknox@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk. 

	Reasons to write about


The Tren Crucero railway, Ecuador

Ecuador’s national railway company, Ferrocarriles del Ecuador, has reopened the ‘Tren Crucero’  railway project which links Quito in the high Andes with Guayaquil on Ecuador’s Pacific seaboard.

The Tren Crucero project began with the $250m refurbishment of the 105 year old railway line travels through a range of scenery such as the majestic Avenue of the Volcanoes’, the Devil’s Nose and the lush Cloud Forests of the Amazon.

Ferrocarriles del Ecuador has also introduced the ‘Cruise Train’ itself, based on four restored railway carriages built in Spanish Baroque style and capable of carrying up to 54 passengers in great comfort. 

Wherever possible, these carriages are pulled by a reconditioned, historically authentic steam engine.

The final stage of the project has been the creation of a four-day, three-night itinerary for the train staying overnight in hacienda-type hotels and visiting local markets and cultural, historic and tourist attractions en-route. 

Visit : www.trenecuador.com. Contact : Philip Cooke at philip@thedmg.co.uk. 

Desert Rhino Camp, Namibia

The Desert Rhino Camp in Namibia has received the Authentic Travel Award at the inaugural Amadeus and WTM Travel Experience Awards.

Desert Rhino Camp offers the chance to view Africa’s largest free-roaming black rhino population on foot and to help contribute to its conservation. 

The camp lies in the 450 000-hectare Palmwag Concession in Damaraland – a region marked for its stark, minimalist beauty and surprising wealth of arid-adapted wildlife.

Desert Rhino Camp functions as a collaborative effort between Wilderness Safaris and the Save the Rhino Trust (SRT), an NGO responsible for the preservation of desert-adapted black rhino in the area. 

Having barely survived the slaughter of '80s and '90s throughout other parts of Africa, the black rhino population has doubled since the formation of the SRT, which focuses on the protection, monitoring and understanding of the local black rhino population. 

Desert Rhino Camp activities include rhino tracking on foot or by vehicle with SRT trackers and full-day outings birding and nature drives.

Visit : www.wilderness-safaris.com/namibia_kunene/desert_rhino_camp. Contact : Nadia Walford at nadia@grifcopr.com. 

Save the Rhino Trust

The desert-adapted black rhino (Diceros bicornis bicornis) living in the Kunene Region (former Damaraland and Kaokoland) in the arid north-west of Namibia is the only rhino population in the world that has survived on communal land with no formal conservation status. 

In the early 1980s in this vast and spectacular desert scenery, a slaughter of desert wildlife took place. 

As the rhino numbers shrank to near extinction, a group of concerned people (scientists, geologists, community leaders, nature conservation officials, journalists, housewives and businessmen) gathered together to form the Save the Rhino Trust, the aim of which was to stop the horrendous slaughter of rhino, elephant and other wildlife, which was taking place in the desert and high in the mountains of NW Namibia.

Since its founding 25 years ago poaching has drastically declined and the rhino population has more than trebled! 

It has successfully collaborated with government, traditional leaders and local community with an aim to provide security for and monitor the rhino population in the region, as well as to benefit the community through conservation and tourism. 

Previously convicted poachers were employed by the Save the Rhino Trust as guards - since they had extensive knowledge of the habits of rhino! 

Local chiefs and headmen as well as neighbouring farming communities all enthusiastically support the halt the extermination of the endangered black rhino and other endangered wildlife on communal land.

The Save the Rhino Trust is represented at the international meetings of the African Rhino Specialist Group (AfRSG), which is a member of the Species Survival Commission of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 

Visit : www.savetherhino.org. Contact : Cathy Dean at cathy@savetherhino.org.
The Talyllyn Railway, mid-Wales

The Talyllyn Railway is a narrow gauge railway opened for goods traffic in 1865 and shortly after for passenger services, which have operated every year since between Tywyn on the west coast of Wales and Nant Gwernol just over seven miles inland. 

In 1951 operation of the line was taken over by the Talyllyn Railway Preservation Society and became the world’s first preserved railway.

Operation of the line is primarily by volunteers from all walks of life, with a small paid staff. 

It is now a major tourist attraction in the mid-Wales area, contributing significantly to the area’s economy.

The 150th Anniversary will be celebrated on 2015 with the opening of the line to goods traffic.

Visit : www.talyllyn.co.uk. Contact : I Drummond at I.drummond@holnepublishing.co.uk. 

Golf in Bjorkliden, Swedish Lapland

With many active golfers in search of the next big challenge, a range of spectacular courses have been created across the globe aiming to deliver the ultimate golf experience, with none more extreme than the nine holes of snow covered golf in Bjorkliden, Swedish Lapland.

Situated 250 miles north of the Arctic Circle, Bjorkliden is also one of the best destinations for the northern lights, and there is the chance for you to ski, go dog sledding.

The golf course, which is the most northerly in Sweden, is located amongst the arctic mountains providing some shelter from the sub-zero winter. 

The course plays as a more familiar grass covered round during the summer months, but is then buried under metres of Arctic snow during the winter. 

The course can also played with a guide at night under the splendour of the northern lights, with specially designed glowing golf balls.

Specialist soft adventure travel company, Off the Map Travel work in partnership with Bjorkliden to organise tailor made trips to Northern Sweden.

Visit : www.offthemaptravel.co.uk. Contact : Mark Hayward at mark@swaycommunications.co.uk.

Sacred Rides 

Sacred Rides has a winter collection for experts and beginners thatcombine mountain biking with non-bike activities, which includes :

Mexico : Yoga / Mountain Bike Retreat 

The gateway is Puerto Vallarta for transfers to a private beach resort, Playa Escondida. Optional surf and salsa lessons are introduced early in the trip, as is daily yoga. 

Rides including for beginners explore the Sierra de Vallajo mountain range with steep cobblestone climbs and fast fire road descents. 

An ocean safari by panga provides snorkeling opportunities in Marietas Islands National Park. 

Chile : Surf and SingleTrack 

The gateway for more experienced riders is Santiago followed by a local two-hour climb on single track trail, a climb to the summit of the El Roble trail with views of Mt. Aconcagua - the continent's highest mountain - and the Pacific coastline. 

The winding, technical descent on the Las Palmas trail through pine forest ends up in the town of Olmue, followed by Valparaiso for urban rides in this ocean-side home of famed Chilean poet Pablo Neruda. 

Chilean coastal jungle on the fast and smooth Quebrada Del Tigre trail leads to sufing in Maitencillo.  

Patagonia : Pedal and Paddle 

This multi-sport, end-of-the-earth program for the adventurous begins and ends in Bariloche.  

Guests transfer to La Confluencia, an eco-lodge at the confluence of two rivers in the Patagonian Andes, enroute checking out jaw-dropping scenery in Nahuel Huapi National Park within the Rio Azul Wilderness Area. 

Lago Escondido, part of a large 10,000 hectare estancia, provides the biking including kayaking or rafting whitewater on the Azul River. 

Back country roads mingle with settlers’ cabins and bonfires before riding to a worksite in the Rio Azul Protected Area to help the Land Ethic Action Foundation with its mountain bike trail building initiative.  

Other winter programs are La Ruta de Maya in Guatemala with a ride and culture focus and Misty Mountain Hop in New Zealand that includes scenic singletrack and heli-biking. 

Visit :,www.sacredrides.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins at dave@travelnewssource.com. 

Tobago cultural activities

Tobago is the smaller of the two main islands that make up the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. 

It is located in the southern Caribbean, northeast of the island of Trinidad and southeast of Grenada. 

Tobago enjoys a rich Caribbean culture with the biggest influence coming from the island's African ancestry which permeates dance, song, folklore, superstitions, stories and community life. 

Pulling Seine

This is the daily communal hauling in of fish. Traditionally a huge is cast close to shore and then it is pulled in by hand. 

Fishermen and volunteers drag the net to shallow water, often heavy with small fish like sprats and jacks to larger fish like dolphin and tuna. 

Anyone can help pull in the catch, part of which can be claimed as payment for the effort. 

The number of nets used depends on the size of the bay and the size of the village. It is a regular feature in fishing villages like Castara, Charlotteville, Grafton and Black Rock. 

Steel pan

Tobago's national instrument is the steel pan and nearly every village has a pan band. It is well worth attending their practice nights throughout the year to hear the instrument's evocative and distinct sound. 

Its  history can be traced back to the 1800s where freed slaves created their own instruments out of bamboo and performed in so-called “Tamboo Bamboo” bands. 

Sunday School

This is a loud and vibrant street party held at Buccoo every Sunday. It starts at 9pm when the Buccooneers Steel Orchestra entertain the crowds with traditional steel pan. There are also dozens of craft, food and gambling stalls. 

The party really comes alive after 11pm when the main sound system is cranked up, filling the night with Soca, Chutney, R&B and Jamaican dancehall.

Harvest and Fisherman's Fetes

These are at the core of community life in Tobago, where villages take turns throughout the year to come together and give thanks. Generally it begins with a church service before villagers go home to cook. 

Each household in the village then throws open its doors and visitors and friends alike are urged to sample a delicious range of food from stewed chicken and curried crab to cassava, barbecue fish and macaroni pie. 

Visit : www.tobagohoteltourism.com. Contact : Katy Young at katy@sbms.co.tt. 

Aruba Carnival 

The Dutch Caribbean island of Aruba’s carnival is one of the largest in the Caribbean, with the season running from January with the Torch Parade to midnight on the eve of Ash Wednesday.The 2014, 60th carnival season features parades of colourful floats, extravagant costumes and rolling sound trucks. 
There is also jump-ups (street parties), impressive steel-pan drum performances, a tumba contest, calypso and roadmarch contests, a spectacular night-time Lighting Parade and the Grand Parade on Sunday 2 March.

The Torch Parade

11 January 2014

The official opening parade of the Aruba Carnival sees bright lights lead the eway down the main streets of capital Oranjestad. 
The parade begins at 8pm and sets the pace for the festivities to follow in the weeks ahead. 

Grand Tuma Contest

1 February 2014

Originally from Africa with a Caribbean influence, tumba music is played throughout the island’s carnival. This event features local bands and singers competing for the tumba king or queen title with their original musical compositions and lyrics. 

Tivoli Lighting Parade

22 February 2014

Aruba’s evening carnival parade sees thousands of tiny lights are incorporated into costumes and floats, heightening the dramatic effect of the parade. Live bands accompany the participating carnival groups in downtown Oranjestad.

60th Grand Carnival Parade

02 March 2014

The largest of all the carnival parades, the Grand Parade winds its way through Oranjestad, bringing with it distinctive music, spectacular floats, with original costumes decorated with colourful stones, sequins and feathers. 
Visit : www.aruba.com. Contact : Joanna Walding at j.walding@aruba.com.

	A place to stay 


The Vineyard, Berkshire UK

The five star Vineyard hotel in Berkshire, is celebrating 'The Judgement of Paris', a story which shaped the wine world back in 1976.

An Englishman staged a competitive blind tasting of French & Californian wines in a small room in a Paris hotel. 

Some of the leading French wine aficionados of the day chose not French wines but Californian as their favourite. 

This was publicised widely and inspired The Vineyard's owner in Berkshire, who owns The Peter Michael Winery in California, to commission a vast painting called 'The Judgement of Paris'.

This is now on display at The Vineyard and Head Chef, Daniel Galmiche and Wine Director Alan Holmes have created 'Discovery Menus' that fuse each dish with two wines - one Californian and the other French.

Diners are then invited to state which is their preferred option. 

The Vineyard also offers a selection of other menus and a 'cellar' of 30,000 bottles. 

The Vineyard offers 49 rooms, over half of which are suites, and has a luxury spa.
Visit : www.the-vineyard.co.uk.  Contact : Peter da Silva at  peter@boutiquedasilva.com. 

Raffles Praslin, Seychelles

The Raffles Praslin, Seychelles has been named the World’s Leading Luxury Villa Resort at the 2013 World Travel Awards’.

Raffles Praslin, Seychelles is a luxury retreat featuring villas with private plunge pools, beaches, the largest spa in Seychelles and round-the-clock Raffles butler service.

Visit : www.raffles.com/praslin. Contact : Marilyne Morin at marilyne.morin@raffles.com.

Gangtey Goenpa, Bhutan

The new 12 bedroom Gangtey Goenpa lodge is located in the remote Bhutanese valley of Gangtey, allowing  access to explore the undeveloped central and eastern part of the ‘Dragon Kingdom’.  

Gangtey Goenpa is owned and operated by husband and wife team Brett Melzer and Khin Omar Win.

The couple founded Eastern Safaris, which offers luxury adventure experiences in Bhutan.

In mid 2014, Brett and Omar will be launching Bhutan’s first hot air ballooning operation in the valley.

Gangtey Lodge is situated above the Gangtey Monastery or ‘Goenpa’, and is inspired by the monastery itself as well as Bhutanese farmhouses dotted throughout the valley.  

Visit : www.easternsafaris.com. Contact : sr@verypcc.com. 

Anantara Bazaruto Island Resort & Spa, Mozambique

The Anantara Bazaruto Island Resort & Spa, Mozambique, the groups first Anantara in Africa, is located on a private white sand beach off the east coast of Africa. 

It opened in December 2013 and is a boutique collection of 44 beach, sea view and pool villas, which have been designed to suit the unspoiled island surroundings. 

Guests can explore lush tropical plants and exotic wildlife, traditional local villages and freshwater lakes, surrounded by the Indian Ocean. 

Visit : www.anantara.com. Contact : Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com.

The St. Regis Mauritius Resort

The St. Regis Mauritius Resort, which is located at the UNESCO World Heritage site of Le Morne, features 172 suites along with The St. Regis Villa– the largest and most exclusive private villa in Mauritius.

Centred around the Manor House, the resort resembles an historical estate and features six fine dining venues.

The St. Regis portfolio comprises 31 luxury hotels and resorts worldwide, since the opening of the first St. Regis Hotel in New York City over a century ago by John Jacob Astor IV. Plans for the brand to expand include the St. Regis Hotels & Resorts in the Riviera Maya.

In Asia, St. Regis has announced plans to open hotels in Changsha, Chengdu, Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur, Lijiang, Nanjing, New Delhi, Qingshui Bay and Zhuhai. 

In the Middle East, St. Regis Hotels and Resorts will continue to expand in Amman, Cairo, Istanbul and Dubai. 

Visit www.stregis.com. Contact : Gail Palmer at gail@ktapr.com. 

The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba

The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba, which has opened on Palm Beach, is the groups sixth property in the Caribbean and Mexico region.

All rooms have private, sea-view balconies and the hotel offers four restaurants. The Ritz-Carlton Spa is said to be the largest in the Caribbean, with its 15,000 square feet encompassing 134 treatment rooms, salon, boutique and a variety of naturally-influenced services. 
Visit : www.ritzcarlton.com. Contact : Joanna Walding at j.walding@aruba.com.
Raffles Hainan, China

Raffles Hotels & Resorts has expanded its collection to 10 hotels with the opening of Raffles Hainan – their second property in China. 

The luxury resort will open in Clearwater Bay, the new hotspot on the southeast coast of Hainan Island – China’s answer to the French Riviera and a rising star in the luxury tourism market.

The resort enjoys a prime beachfront location with 299 rooms, all with private balconies and scenic views of the ocean or golf course. 

A large Raffles Spa offering both Asian and Western treatments, seven restaurants and bars, and private events spaces will sit alongside Hainan’s homage to the Long Bar at Raffles Singapore, in tribute to the Hainanese bartender who created the Singapore Sling. 

Over 1,000 works of art will be showcased throughout the resort. Curated by Willow Gallery from Hong Kong, these include specially commissioned works from contemporary Chinese artists, sculptures, tribal ornaments and even multimedia art. 

Visit : www.raffles.com/hainan. Contact : Vivian Kohvivian.koh@raffles.com
Park Hyatt Maldives Hadahaa

The Park Hyatt Maldives Hadahaa has achieved the 'Silver EarthCheck' certification for second year.

The resort is located 400 kilometres south of Malé, and 56 kilometres north of the Equator and is the Hyatt Group’s first property in the Indian Ocean and one of the only luxury all-inclusives in the Maldives.

Hadahaa is surrounded by more than 150 uninhabited islands and subsequently has one of the most abundant and healthiest house reefs in the world. 

The resort, which is committed to the environment, includes 50 contemporary villas; a 360-degree white beach; two restaurants and the Vidhun Spa, which uses the traditional Maldivian healing benefits of Dhivehibey.

EarthCheck is a leading benchmarking, certification and environmental management programme used by the travel and tourism industry, collecting data relating to the operational performance of more than 1300 travel and tourism organisations in over 84 countries. 

This enables EarthCheck clients to benchmark the efficiency of their operations against internationally compliant standards of best practice. 

Visit : www.maldives.hadahaa.park.hyatt.com and www.earthcheck.org. Contact : lk@verypcc.com.  

Anantara Doha Island Resort & Spa, Qatar

Anantara’s first opening in Qatar, the Anantara Doha Island Resort & Spa, which opens in early 2014, will be located 11 km from downtown Doha on an exclusive 13 hectare island that has its own marina and reefs. 

Visit : www.anantara.com. Contact : Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com.

Andaz Papagayo, Costa Rica 

The first Andaz Resort in Latin America opened in December 2013 overlooking the bay of Culebra.

The resort features 153 guest rooms including 21 luxury suites with guests having access to two exclusive beaches and three pools.

Visit : www.andaz.com. Contact : Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com.
Park Hyatt New York 

The Park Hyatt New York, which opens in spring 2014, will be located in Midtown Manhattan’s Plaza District at 157 West 57th Street.

The 210-room hotel has been designed by Pritzker Prize-winning architect Christian de Portzamparc and will feature 62 suites, a bar and a restaurant, a spa and fitness centre and indoor swimming pool in a three-story aerie.

Visit : www.parkhyatt.com. Contact : Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com.

The Waldorf Astoria Jerusalem

The Waldorf Astoria Jerusalem, which opened in December 2013, is an historic property with its 220 guest rooms and suites is situated at the intersection of King David, Agron and Mamila Streets, just steps from the Old City. 

Built in 1929, the building has had an extensive renovation, with the historic facade of intricate stone carvings and decorative arches fully restored, as well as a complete rebuild of the interior. 

Visit : www.waldorfastoria.com. Contact : Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com. 

The New Hampton Inn and Suites, Bradenton-Downtown, Florida

The New Hampton Inn and Suites Bradenton-Downtown Historic District, which opened on November 19 2013 is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

The property has 1920s décor including cathedral ceilings and 1920s glass windows, enjoys a riverfront destination and is a short walk from the lively Main Street.

The newly revamped Riverwalk along the Manatee River features art, an amphitheatre and a skatepark. 

For nature lovers the Botanical Walk includes a Butterfly garden with unique plants native to Florida. The South Florida Museum, the largest natural and cultural history museum on Florida’s Gulf Coast, is a short walk from the hotel. 

Bradenton’s Village of the Arts is also within walking distance and offers galleries, cafes, jewellery and fashion. 

Visit :www.bradentongulfislands.com and www.hamptoninn3.hilton.com. Contact : Antonia at Antonia@goshpr.co.uk. 

The Alexandra Barcelona, Spain

The Alexandra Barcelona, a DoubleTree by Hilton, has opened in the Paseo de Gracia area of the city.

The full-service hotel’s opening marks the Barcelona debut for the DoubleTree by Hilton brand, and is within walking distance of the Rambla de Catalunya, as well as Gaudi’s Casa Batlló and Casa Milá. 

DoubleTree by Hilton has 46 hotels in Europe with a further 23 under development. Its eight hotels in Spain include the Hilton Diagonal Mar Barcelona, Hilton Buenavista Toledo and the recently opened Hilton Garden Inn Seville.

Visit www.doubletree.com. Contact : Anita Clements at anita@hamilton-pr.com. 

The Aman Canal Grande in Venice and the Amano’i in southern Vietnam

Architectural designer Jean-Michel Gathy’s has unveiled his latest interiors in the Aman Canal Grande in Venice and the coastal retreat Amano’i in southern Vietnam. 

Aman Canal Grande, San Polo, Venice Italy

Arriving via the waters of Venice’s Grand Canal, guests enter the 16th century Palazzo Papadopoli, in which the hotel is housed.

Each of the 24 suites and communal areas are a combination of ornate cornicing, carved marble, intricate murals and wood panelling.

The  interiors look to evoke a bygone style with soaring ceilings, sweeping staircases, a gilded ballroom, 300-year-old leather-walled library and original Murano chandeliers.

Amano’i, Vinh Hy Bay, Ninh Thuan Province, Vietnam

Translated as “peace place” Amano’i exudes is located in the fishing village of Vinh Hy within Nui Chua National Park – 29000 hectares of virtually untouched coastline and marine habitats.

The hotel occupies the hills and shore of one of the most picturesque bays in Vietnam.

Visit : www.denniston.com.my. Contact : Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com. 

Hilton Shenzhen Shekou Nanhai, Guangdong Province, China

Hilton Hotels & Resorts has opened the Hilton Shenzhen Shekou Nanhai in Guangdong province

The 16-story hotel, which is located in the business district, features 323 contemporary guestrooms, including 16 suites and six restaurants.

The hotel faces Shenzhen Bay on the west, Pearl River Estuary on the east and Hong Kong across the sea. 

Visit : www.hilton.com/en/hotels/china/hilton-shenzhen-shekou-nanhai. Contact : www.hiltonglobalmediacenter.com. 
The five-star deluxe Awasi Patagonia

The five-star deluxe Awasi Patagonia is a chic retreat located within a private reserve, with views of the Torres del Paine and Lake Sarmiento.

The 12 luxury villas, designed by Chilean architect Felipe Assadi, were inspired by old Patagonian shelters and are constructed from native wood to blend in with their natural surroundings. 

Native fauna remains protected in the surrounding forests, where herds of guanaco, can be spotted in addition to nandu, foxes, condors and the occasional puma.

Awasi Patagonia, which is reached via Santiago de Chile or from Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Visit : www.awasipatagonia.cl.  Contact : Rob Bates at rob.bates@whitetigerpr.com. 

The Oualie Beach Resort, Nevis, the Caribbean 

The 3 star Beach Resort, on the Caribbean island of Nevis, is a spacious, ecologically sensitive 32 room hotel.

Nevis, a 36-square-mile island, lies near the top of the Lesser Antilles archipelago about 200 miles south of Puerto Rico, and just west of Antigua. 

Visit : www.oualiebeach.com and www.nevisisland.com. Contact : Zarina McCulloch at Zarina@talktoriver.com. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 


	In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.com  

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 




	Job shop


Here are some of the professional opportunities available on The International Travel Writers Alliance Job Shop. 

The Job Shop has been created to enable the Alliance’s partners to place - and journalists to receive - information on in-house jobs, special assignments or one-off projects.

The Alliance’s travel journalists can also :

· set up Job Alerts so as to be notified if a job is posted that matches the journalists skills or interests 

· create an anonymous job seeker profile or upload a CV for potential employers to search through, and 
· access job searching tools and tips 
Although in its infancy, we hope the Job Shop will become a valuable addition to the range of services offered by the International Travel Writers Alliance.

Editor / Publicist (1180_0004329787-01)
Madison, Wisconsin

Wisconsin Public Television

http://itwa-jobs.jobtarget.com/jobseeker/job/16094312/ 

Technical Editor
Honolulu, Hawaii

AECOM

Visit : http://itwa-jobs.jobtarget.com/jobseeker/job/16085623/
Managing Editor - Peer Review
Virtual - Mid-Atlantic

Kaufman Wills Fusting Editorial Services

Visit : http://itwa-jobs.jobtarget.com/jobseeker/job/16073001/
Editor
Jeddah, Other / Non-US

KAUST (King Abdullah University of Science and Technology)

Visit : http://itwa-jobs.jobtarget.com/jobseeker/job/16063385/
Visit : www.jobtarget.com/home/home.cfm?site_id=14773
	The International Travel Writers Alliance
	
	AllWays traveller
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
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