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A new alliance

The International Travel Writers Alliance (the Alliance) will provide the service that you have, until now, received via the Chartered Institute of Journalists Travel Writers.

The aim of the Alliance is to provide key information in a no-frills format, for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

There are currently over 1,500 professional travel writers, broadcasters, photojournalists and editors receiving information from us, with this number growing ever larger as the role of the Alliance becomes more well known.

Alliance information is also distributed extensively within the wider travel industry  

Membership of the Alliance 

There is no constraining membership criteria for membership of the Alliance​ – and no membership fee.

The guiding principle is that Alliance members should have a genuine and professional interest in travelling to write.

This allows the Alliance to welcome travel writers of all ages and experience and with an interest in travel writing throughout all sectors of industry.

I hope you will gain benefit from membership of the International Travel Writers Alliance.

If you know of anyone who would welcome information from the International Travel Writers Alliance get him or her to email his or her details to travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk  
Ashley Gibbins

The International Travel Writers Alliance

· Opportunities

Press trips to Catalonia 

Catalonia is one of the best known and most visited destinations in Europe and one of the most mentioned in the specialist magazines over the world. Nevertheless, there are many products that are emerging that are worth to be known. 

In order to increase an awareness of the wide-range of products that can be found in Catalonia, the Catalonia Tourist Board is planning a number of individual press trips during 2006 for travel writers. The tourist board is therefore inviting travel journalists with commissions to contact them with regard to a press trip to travel to Catalonia. 

Contact Miguel Angel Cusí at catalonia@catalantouristboard.co.uk or on +44  (0) 2075838855.

Sunset Resorts, Jamaica

The family orientated Sunset Resorts, Jamaica are inviting travel writers with commissions to explore the three Sunset Resorts and Spas in Jamaica. Contact Louise Swanne at louise.swanne@rivapr.co.uk or +44 (0) 20 8704 4500.

Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

Travel writers with commissions are invited to visit Myrtle Beach, South Carolina on an independent press visit.

It’s the chance to see what's new in the South's most popular vacation destination including:

· The Grand Strand's Newest Luxury Resort

· An Innovative and Unique Outdoor Experience

· The Latest Trend in Family Summer Activities

· A State-of-the-Art Luxury Marina

· Myrtle Beach's Newest Town Center

This invitation is open throughout the remainder of 2006. Contact Nancy Greene NGreene@BrandonAdvertising.com 
The Hawaii Grand Hotel and Resort, Cyprus

The Hawaii Grand Hotel & Resort is inviting UK based Alliance travel writers with a commission to visit its facilities.

 

The hotel is located in the exclusive area of Amathus just 11 Km from the bustling resort of Limassol on the South Coast of Cyprus. 

 

It offers a superb beach side location with captivating views across the Mediterranean Sea - the ideal place to recharge your batteries.

T he “Wellness Centre” offers a variety of massages, facials and beauty treatments and there is a floodlit “Astrocourt” tennis court, a competition standard squash court and gym.   

 

The beach provides a wide range of water sports such as   parasailing, Jet Ski and speedboat hire, water skiing, windsurfing, and kayaking and even scuba diving. 

When it comes to dining, the Hawaii Grand Hotel & Resort offers a choice of no less than seven dining options – one for every day of the week. Each has its own distinct flavour both in cuisine and character.

For more information on this hotel, suitable for both couples and families, consult the web site www.hawaiigrand.com 
 
Alliance members who would like a press visit should contact Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com or on 0117 9240868.

Insight Moscow

Insight’s new city guide to Moscow reflects the city’s frenetic consumerism, the appearance of expensive foreign cars, the elegant restaurants and cafes that spring up almost daily, and the exclusive clubs that have become playgrounds for the country’s rich and beautiful. Alliance members who would like a copy for review purposes should contact Julia Spence PR at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk 

Event Manchester In London

Manchester Square, London on Thursday 8 June 2006 between 5pm and 8pm

Experience some of the most exciting conference venues and meeting spaces in the UK and share a taste of the original modern City.

Creative ideas from over 30 venues

Inspired food and drink

Luxury prizes throughout the evening

And… An exclusive treat for all guests

To register your interest sends your name, interest, address, email and telephone to press@marketing-manchester.co.uk or visit www.manchesterconferences.com.

· Industry news

OAG Airline Awards

Cathay Pacific has named Airline of the Year by OAG the global travel and transport Information Company.

Cathay also won the 2006 Best Transpacific Airline and Best Airline based in Asia.

The awards, based on votes polled by a worldwide audience of business travellers, saw

JetBlue taking the title Best Low Cost/No Frills Airline, beating Southwest Airlines, easyJet and last year’s winner Virgin Blue. 

British Airways was voted Best Airline Based in Western Europe and Best Transatlantic Airline. 

Continental Airlines was named Best Airline based in North America for the third year running and Best Business/Executive Class for the fourth consecutive year. 

American Airlines was named Airline of Choice for Travellers with a Disability, a new award introduced this year, and Singapore Changi retained the Best Airport title, beating Hong Kong International, Dubai International and Chicago O’Hare.

Contact Amelie de Richemont at dba@nchl.demon.co.uk
Kempinski Hotels

Kempinski Hotels has announced the development of seven new luxury hotels in the Middle East and Africa, as well as the launch of a new luxury lifestyle hotel brand. The new hotels will be the Kempinski Hotels’ Aqaba Jordan, Old Palace Sahl Hasheesh in Egypt, Hotel Djibouti, Royal Palace Agadir in Morocco, Al Abadiyah Hills Beirut in Lebanon; the Kempinski Residences Palm Jumeirah and the Emerald Palace on Palm Island in Dubai. Contact Tiggy Dean at tiggy@hillanddeanpr.com.

Korea

The Korea Tourism Organisation and Lonely Planet Guides have published a Stopover Seoul guidebook as part of a campaign to establish Seoul as a stopover for Australasia. The campaign also promotes Seoul as one of a two-centre destination Fiji, Hawaii, the Philippines, Bali, Mongolia, China, Japan or Vietnam. Media contact: london@mail.knto.or.kr.

Emirates

Emirates Hotels & Resorts has unveiled the latest addition to its portfolio of five-star properties with the Emirates Park Towers Hotel & Spa. Located behind the Dnata Travel Centre on Sheikh Zayed Road, and flanked by parks and waterways, it will also be connected to Dubai International Airport, Dubai city and Jebel Ali by the new monorail link. Visit www.emirateshotelsresorts.com. Contact Charlie Hampton at champton@bell-pottinger.co.uk. 

Cork

Sheraton Hotel & Resorts has opened its Sheraton Fota Island Golf Resort & Spa, Cork.   This premiere resort comprises a five star hotel, destination spa, championship golf courses and parkland set in Fota House, Ireland’s only wildlife park. Contact Craig, Amalie at amalie.craig@starwoodhotels.com. 

Mallorca

Reads Hotel in Mallorca will open its new Vespasian Spa on 1December 2006. Contact  

Claire Roadley at claire@ethosmarketing.co.uk or 01403 243 619.

California

Pirate Shores, Legoland California’s largest expansion, opens on 21 June 2006. Pirate Shores, the Park's seventh themed block, contains rides and water play structures and is the thirteenth new attractions in the last two and a half years. Contact Kelly Spicer on (+1) 760 918 5379. Visit http://www.legoland.com. 

Guilin, China

Shangri-La Hotels and Resorts, Asia Pacific’s leading luxury hotel group, has announced it will open the Shangri-La Hotel, Guilin in Mainland China early 2009. Contact Kate Jones at kate.jones@shangri-la.com.

Iceland 

Iceland’s most famous tourist attraction, the Blue Lagoon, is currently undergoing a face-lift, which will see the geothermal pool enlarged by 50 per cent and the complex redesigned in time for spring in 2007. Contact Rebecca Elliott at rebecca.elliott@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

Berlitz

A new series of 60 pop up Pocket Maps, which combines guide, phrase and restaurant guide for £3.99. Berlitz published 21 titles in May, with a further 15 in June and 60 titles by the end of the year.  The first titles include Barcelona, Berlin, Boston, Budapest, Cape Town, Chicago, Dublin, Edinburgh, Glasgow, London, London Bus/Underground, London Central & Docklands, New York, Oxford, Riga, Rome, San Francisco, Singapore, Sydney, Tallinn, and Verona & Lake Garda. Contact Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk.

Mississippi

Isle of Capri Casinos has announced today that it will build a casino resort in west Harrison County, Mississippi. The company has begun the preliminary approval process and has entered into a lease on a site located on the north side of the Bay of St. Louis, south of Interstate 10, which was previously approved by the Mississippi Gaming Commission in connection with another proposed development. Contact Jill Haynes, Director of Corporate Communication on +1-228-396-7031 Visit: http://www.islecorp.com/
Costa Cruises

Costa Cruises is offering guests on all Costa ships the chance to watch every World Cup 2006 match via and agreement with Sky. Contact Catriona Hamilton at catriona.hamilton@rooster.co.uk or 020 7559 6620.

Denmark and Sweden

Summer in Denmark and Sweden mark mid-summer, in the third weekend in June, with a range of traditional celebrations. Contact Astrid Ruffhead at ar@dt.dk or +44 (0) 20 7201 3976.

Butlins, UK

Women who holiday at Butlins holiday centres during the World Cup are to be offered crash courses in how to gossip - about football.  The new female-only seminars are part of a bid by Butlins to tackle the problem of women feeling left out of the fun while the big games are on. Contact Lesley Penniston at lesley.penniston@bourne-leisure.co.uk or +44 (0) 1442 203165.

North America

CityPass® begins its tenth season with offers and incentives in nine North American destinations. Contact Susan Wilson at susanw@citypass.com 

England

Matfen Hall near to Newcastle upon Tyne has been voted the Best Large Hotel in England in the 2006 Enjoy England Awards for Excellence. Contact Barbara Huddart at barbara@glendaleconsultancy.co.uk or 01289 388264.

Israel

The number of visitors to Israel has been growing consistently since 2004. In 2005 nearly two million foreign tourists visited Israel, and the first quarter of 2006 shows an increase of 24 percent over the same period last year, totalling 463,300 tourists for the quarter. Contact Michelle at Michelle@igto.co.uk or +44 (0) 207 299 1113

Germany

The German National Tourist Office has launched a new and extended edition of its gardens brochure. ‘Garden Treasures of Germany’ features Germany’s 10 gardening hotspots with attractions ranging from botanical collections to palatial parks and private gardens. Contact: Linda Borchert at Linda.borchert@d-z-t.com. 

Royal Caribbean cruises

Royal Caribbean’s Legend of the Seas returns to Europe in 2007, sailing from Civitavecchia in Rome, with two European itineraries, including new ports of call. It brings the number of Royal Caribbean International ships deployed in Europe next year to six. Contact Anna Reid at anna@sirenpr.co.uk. 

Celebrity Cruises

Celebrity Cruises Century-Class ship, Mercury, will sail in Australia and New Zealand for the first time in 2007.  She will call at destinations such as Auckland, Christchurch, Dusky Sound, Doubtful Sound, and Milford Sound in New Zealand, along with Melbourne, Newcastle, Sydney and Hobart in Australia. Contact Anna Reid at anna@sirenpr.co.uk.

Kempinski Hotels

Kempinski Hotels has reduced rates by up to 50% at many of its five star hotels over the summer. The special summer rates, which include free use of all available leisure facilities, are valid from June 25 to September 5 2005. Contact Emma Hill at emma@hillanddeanpr.com.

Orlando 

Sonesta will manage the new Sonesta Orlando at Tierra del sol Resort, scheduled to open in 2007. When completed, the property will feature 972 two-, three- and four-bedroom vacation town homes and condominiums; a 100,000 square foot Clubhouse with concierge, world-class spa; restaurants, lounges and banquet space; and a large-scale Water Park. Contact Lorie Juliano at ljuliano@sonesta.com.

Mexico 

The Hilton Cancun Golf & Spa Resort has opened following a $40 million renovation.  Already renowned for having one of the longest and widest beaches in Cancun, the Hilton Cancun’s beach was one of the first to be completely restored following Hurricane Wilma. Contact Olivia Warne at Olivia.Warne@hilton.com. 

· Leads 

Spain 

Hispanophiles Duende Flamenco are diversifying their cultural holidays in Spain. Already well known as the Flamenco holiday specialists their new brochure also contains cultural and artistic tours of selected Spanish cities such as Madrid, Seville, Jerez, Granada and Cordoba. Contact Graham Benge at duendeflamenco@aol.co.uk or +44 (0) 1903 204321.

Fiji 

The South Pacific Islands of Fiji are the ultimate idyllic escape. The Navutu Stars resort is a luxury boutique resort, on the island of Yaqeta, offers trips to Blue Lagoon caves. The individually decorated properties are set along a pristine white sand beach and feature sunken baths and open plan lounge areas. (www.talpacific.com). Media contact Mischa Mack at M.Mack@travelpr.co.uk. 

The Dutch Caribbean

The tiny island of Bonaire, just 50 miles off the coast of Venezuela, is home to some of the best-preserved reefs and marine life in the world and is surrounded by a protected marine park. On land enjoy some great bird watching - with more than 180 species - or visit the waterfront capital of Kralendijk. Media contact Mischa Mack at M.Mack@travelpr.co.uk. 

Japan 

A number of special events are taking place to celebrate the anniversary of the Beatles 1966 visit to Japan. The Tokyo hotel the Beatles stayed in will be putting on Beatles look-alike concerts, a commemorative book is to be released and the John Lennon Museum is to hold a number of special exhibitions. Contact Kylie Clarke at seejapan@news.seejapan.co.uk.

Arizona 

Hilton Sedona Resort & Spa, Arizona offers an on-site 18-hole championship golf course with dramatic Wild West scenery and The Grand Canyon as a backdrop. Contact Olivia Warne at Olivia.Warne@hilton.com. 

The Lake District 

A new eco-friendly Country Lanes’ cycling short break in the Lake District allows to arrive at Windermere where, at the station, they can hire a Country Lanes bike and cycle off on a 4-day trail of Beatrix Potter, criss-crossing the lake by ferry as they go. The Country Lanes’ new combined boat and bike ticket allows cyclists to bring their bikes on board one of the historic steamers in the Windermere Lake Cruises fleet and enjoy a 45-minute cruise to the southern end of England’s longest lake, before pedalling off along the shore with gob smacking views of the lake and surrounding fells. Contact Julia Spence PR at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk.

Antigua

The Jolly Beach Resort on the Caribbean island of Antigua has weekly sessions, which teach children the art of correct table manners- from eating correctly with right knife and fork to ordering a pretend bottle of wine! Contact Phoebe Heneage at Phoebe@oliverrelations.co.uk.

Christmas Island

Specialist wildlife tour operator, WildWings, are organizing the first-ever Bird Week to be hosted by wildlife experts on the rainforest-clad tropical paradise of Christmas Island in the Indian Ocean, lying 2600km north of Perth and 360km south of its closest neighbour, Java. Contact Debra Taylor at Debra Taylor at debra@toucanmoon.com.

Paris

Leger Holidays has put together a four-day holiday exploring the Parisian backdrop and scenes from Dan Brown’s Da Vinci Code. The three-night break includes a guided walking tour of key locations featured in the book.  Contact Alex Rose at Alex@lucrecommunications.com. 

Cruising 

MSC Opera has introduced a 4-night cruise from Livorno to Civitavecchia, Ajaccio and Monte Carlo before returning to Genoa. Marlen Taffarello at marlen@fcdarchitecture.demon.co.uk.

USA

Sonesta properties in Miami, New Orleans and Boston are offering a Just us girls getaway package, with special ingredients from spa treatments and shopping discounts to free in-room movies. Contact Lorie Juliano at ljuliano@sonesta.com.

Peru

Sonesta Posadas del Inca is a collection of six city inns and country lodges in the tourist attractions in Peru. Contact: Lorie Juliano at ljuliano@sonesta.com.

England 

Two of the UK’s top sea shanty bands will perform on a 5-night voyage to Brixham on board the 60 metre tall ship Stavros S Niarchos, which sets sail from Portsmouth on 23 June. On arrival in Brixham, the brig will join sister ship Prince William to take part in the Tall Ship Youth Trust’s Golden Jubilee celebrations, culminating in a series of spectacular Brig Match races off Torbay on 30 June and 1 July. Contact Paul Ovington at paul.directpr@btconnect.com.

Crete 

Explore is giving visitors the chance to discover Crete, the largest Greek island on foot. Steering clear of the main tourist areas, it is a chance to gain a unique insight into sleepy villages, rugged mountains, isolated beaches, secluded coves and giant gorges including the winding canyon of Samaria - Europe's longest and most spectacular gorge. Contact Mischa Mack at M.Mack@travelpr.co.uk.

Tobago 

During the summer months the nesting season for the endangered and protected Giant Leatherback Turtles takes place. These remarkable creatures come ashore to nest, lay their eggs and hatch their baby turtles, on selected beaches around the island. Contact Olivia Warne at Olivia.Warne@hilton.com. 

· Events, festivals and attractions 

The Exit Festival, Serbia

Serbia’s Exit Festival 2006 takes place in Serbia’s historic Petrovaradin Fortress, built high on the banks of the River Danube and offering stunning views over the city of Novi Sad. The Fortress site houses 18 performance arenas that will see over 600 acts take to the stage between 6 and 9 July in front of an audience of over 100,000. Contact Alex Rose at Alex@lucrecommunications.com.

Summer festivals in Europe 

Samantha Day of easy Jet has identified the best of the bunch of the annual summer festivals held in destinations to which the low cost airline flies. 
Warsaw: Street Art 2006 - 14th International Festival (July) 

 

A six-day cultural event surrounding the old city, filling the air with music, dance and an altogether circus-style atmosphere. The installations, film projections and music will become a constant element of the landscape, encouraging passers-by to take an active part in the celebrations.

 

Krakow: 6th Jewish Culture Festival (01 to 09 July) 

 

The Jewish Culture Festival in Krakow is one of the largest and most important events of its kind in the world. For over a week, Kazimierz resounds with synagogue song, klezmer music and Jewish folk songs filling the air. There are films, performances, presentations and exhibitions of traditional Jewish culture.

 

Bristol: Orange Ashton Court Festival (22 to 23 July)

 

Ashton Court Estate is home to the outdoor festival held there every summer, featuring the best of local bands plus a mixture of soul, funk, hip-hop and jazz.  Modern and traditional music from around the world, performing arts, dance, comedy and theatre are all packed into the two-day event for your viewing pleasure. 

 

Bristol: EDF Energy Bristol Harbour Festival (29 to 30 July)

 

Bristol's liveliest and largest harbour side event features a wide range of entertainment both on and off the water, including music stages, a dance stage, street theatre and water displays, all taking place before a backdrop of hundreds of colourful vessels in the floating harbour.  

 

Istanbul: 13th International Istanbul Jazz Festival (5 to 16 July)

 

The International Istanbul Jazz celebrates different types of music including Latin, pop and rock. The legendary jazz pianist Ahmad Jama and the unforgettable vocals of Diana Krall are just a few of the performers already lined up.

 

Copenhagen: World Santa Claus Congress (24 to 26 July)

 

Bakken is the oldest amusement park in the world with more rides than any other park in the Nordic region. It also hosts the World Santa Claus Congress in July where more than 100 authorised Santas from all over the world gather to discuss important issues such as the date of Christmas, reindeer feed and the size of next season's Christmas presents. 

 

Toulouse: Bethmale Valley Cheese Festival  (July)

 

Castillon-en-Couseran has a population of less than 500 inhabitants and is nestled comfortably in the Ariège region of the Midi-Pyrenees.  In July however this small town comes to life as it rolls out more than 265 different types of cheese with 400 of them on display. 

 

Ljubljana: Lake Bled Festival (15 and 16 July)

 

Bled is one of Slovenia’s best-kept secrets and some of Europe's most breathtaking landscapes surround Lake Bled and the region. Once a year on the third weekend In July, Bled celebrates 'Bled's Day', a festival full of music and dance, with a magnificent show of lights covering the beautiful lake, moving on into the evening with a magnificent firework display to really set the scene. 

 

Berlin: The Love Parade 

 

The world-famous Love Parade, which is back after a two-year absence, is a high-octane techno event, which brings Berlin to a whistle blowing crawl of gyrating bodies and banging beats since it began in 1989. 

 

Athens: The Epidaurus Festival 

 

The ancient theatre of Epidaurus welcomes a festival of classical drama performances every summer during the months of July and August. It is one of Greece's top events and attracts thousands of visitors every year. 

 

Athens: The Sani Festival

 

A yearly celebration since 1993, this festival brings together nationally and internationally acclaimed artists at the Sani resort. Events such as music concerts, dance performances and painting exhibitions are held in different venues around Sani from July to September. 

 

Media contact Samantha Day at Samantha Day at samantha.day@easyjet.com.

Summer festivals in Cyprus 

The Amathusia Festival (27- 29 July)  

Every year the ancient ruins of Amathous hold a special programme of music and dance events, set in the heart of the island’s historical ruins. The festival sees performances by Cypriot dance groups, top string quartets and Greek Cypriot singers of both traditional and modern styles. 

The Limassol Beer Festival (28- 30 July) 

The Old Port Molos area in Limassol is home to the annual Limassol Beer Festival and the chance to enjoy local and imported beers with live musical performances and dance acts.

 

The Larnaca Summer Festival (throughout July)

The festival features a variety of music and performing arts including outdoor concerts, which take place in the courtyard of the medieval fort and Amphitheatre. Visitors can enjoy a whole range of national and international talent from the world of music, dance and theatre.

 

Contact Lena Georgiou at l.georgiou@libraholidays.net.

Kew Gardens, UK 

Kew Gardens, UK, will be staging its Summer Swing festival from 12 to 17 July, sponsored by Kumala South African Wine. Media contact: Claire Brown at clairebrown@sealcommunications.co.uk
City of London Festival (26 June - 13 July)

Stilt-walking Geisha will perform as the 2006 City of London Festival celebrates the historical trade links between London and Tokyo with world-class performances, exhibitions and events throughout London. Contact Kylie Clark at seejapan@news.seejapan.co.uk. 

Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka tourism authorities are staging a ten-day Refreshingly Sri Lanka festival in the UK to showcase the very best the Indian Ocean Island has to offer. Highlight of the Refreshingly Sri Lanka campaign will be a massive open-air party in Trafalgar Square on Saturday 17 June devoted to Sri Lankan arts, music, culture, crafts, food and drink and with a real elephant as guest of honour. Contact Jean-Marc Flambert at jeanmarc.flambert@btinternet.com.

Japan

A number of special events are taking place to celebrate the anniversary of the Beatles 1966 visit to Japan. The Tokyo hotel the Beatles stayed in will be putting on Beatles look-alike concerts, a commemorative book is to be released and the John Lennon Museum is to hold a number of special exhibitions. Contact Kylie Clark at seejapan@news.seejapan.co.uk. 

· Reasons to write about

Denmark 

Denmark celebrates national Renaissance year (www.renaessance2006.dk) in 2006 writes Astrid Ruffhead. 

· The original Legoland is located at Billund in the rural heartland of Denmark. 

· Rosenborg Castle in Copenhagen celebrates its 400 years anniversary until 31 August

· The world’s tallest merry-go-round and Europe’s longest aquarium are located in Tivoli Gardens in the heart of Copenhagen. Tivoli inspired Walt Disney to create his own Disneyland. (www.tivoli.dk)

· The Old Town in the city of Aarhus is Denmark’s only three-star museum outside the capital and a living and breathing experience of what it was like to live and work in a Danish market town in the good old days. (www.dengamleby.dk).

· Not many big cities boast a harbour with water so clean that you can actually swim in it – but Copenhagen does. The Danish capital has set up bathing facilities along some of the city’s canals, offering a welcoming haven for busy city-breakers and locals. (www.visitcopenhagen.com/press).

· Midsummer’s Eve is an important part of Danish culture. The celebration consists of lighting up large bonfires, which according to ancient myths keep bad luck at bay for the summer. Other traditional ingredients are a bonfire speech and singing Holger Drachmann’s Midsummer Song (www.denmark.dk).

· Following extensive renovation and rebuilding, the Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek, a museum of art and sculpture, re-opens on 28 June 2006. A donation of 100 million DKK from the Carlsberg Foundation has enabled the gallery to take a series of steps to becoming a museum for the 21st century. (www.glyptoteket.dk).

· The Roskilde Festival is Europe’s largest music festival. The trademark of the festival is lot of unpredictability, progressiveness and experimentation. Among this year’s artist will be Bob Dylan, Franz Ferdinand, Guns N Roses, Morrissey, Placebo and Kany West. (www.roskilde-festival.dk) 

· Few people know that Denmark boasts more than 7,300 kilometres of fantastic coastline with bright sandy beaches. Over 1700 runners from 12 countries will take part in this year’s beach marathon on 2 July. (www.beachmarathon.com)

· The Copenhagen Jazz Festival (7-16 July) is one of the greatest musical celebrations in Copenhagen’s cultural calendar. (www.festival.jazz.dk) 

· Copenhagen is one of the most gay-welcoming cities in Europe and offers several gay events throughout the year. One of the most popular events is the Copenhagen Mermaid Pride in August. (www.mermaidpride.dk). 

· Visitors can enjoy the gentle fountains, quiet canals and crashing waves in Copenhagen all year round, but every year in August the Cultural Harbour has four days of free dance, music, theatre, artistry and a variety of other events in the harbour area. (www.kulturhavn.dk) 

· Few festivals are as popular and well attended as the Malmö Festival (18 to 25 August), with more than 1, 5 million visitors enjoying the free events. (www.malmofestivalen.se) 

· The first Copenhagen Cooking Festival (24 August to 03 September) is based on the finest products from the Nordic and Danish kitchen, and will take place in the Nyhavn canal area, at the Carlsberg Breweries, on open squares and in restaurants in central Copenhagen. (www.copenhagencooking.com) 

· The Aarhus Festival (1 to 10 September) has existed for 41 years and is one of the biggest festivals in Denmark. The title of this year’s festival will be Womania, and will bring into focus the images, symbols and perceptions of women as they have existed throughout the ages, and discover what lies hidden behind the façade of the female gender. (www.aarhusfestuge.dk).

· The National Gallery (Statens Museum for Kunst) will reopen 0n 7 October with a new visitor’s entrance, a new display spanning the new and old museum buildings and much more. The opening exhibition will include masterpieces from Mantegna, Cranach, Rubens, Eckersberg, Hammershoi to Matisse, Picasso, Nolde and Kirkeby. From this year there is free entrance to The National Gallery and the National Museum.(www.smk.dk) 

· More than 750 cultural venues and events all over the Danish capital will be available to the public from 6 to 12 pm on 14 October. Curious and adventurous pass holders can take advantage of the unique opportunity to experience an exciting evening of cultural exploration and to visit many buildings that are normally closed to the public. (www.kulturnatten.dk) 

· There is no Christmas like Christmas in Copenhagen. In November and December, the capital has Christmas markets and events and the fairytale Tivoli Gardens will be open for the season dressed in white and thousands of Christmas lights

· The traditional Christmas exhibition in The Old Town in Aarhus comprises 30 exhibitions in 14 different historical houses and depicts the Danish Christmas traditions through a period of more than 300 years. (www.dengamleby.dk) 

Contact Astrid Ruffhead at ar@dt.dk or +44 (0) 20 7201 3976.

CityPass

CityPass, North America’s attraction pass, will launch Atlanta CityPass in the autumn of 2006. 
CityPass is also available in Boston, Chicago, Hollywood, New York, Philadelphia, San Francisco, Seattle, Southern California, and Toronto, Canada. 
CityPass ticket booklets may be purchased in advance at www.citypass.com and are valid for a minimum of nine days from first use. 
The CityPass Web site also offers brochures and maps for download, details and links to every museum and attraction for upcoming events and special exhibits, transportation options, insider’s tip on the best time to visit, a pricing grid to compare savings in each city, and the “look inside” web technology to see every ticket in every booklet. 
For more information, visit www.citypass.com. 
Contact Susan Wilson at susanw@citypass.com

St. Maarten, Caribbean

St. Maarten is the Dutch side of a tropical island in the northeast Caribbean, approximately 240 km (150 miles) east of Puerto Rico. 

It is also the smallest inhabited landmass in the world to be divided by two governments - with St. Martin the French side.

St. Maarten covers 16 square miles of the southern end of the island, with hills covered in emerald green vegetation that roll above salt ponds, lagoons and miles of beach. 

A fascinating combination of West-Indian traditions and European flair, St. Maarten offers Caribbean hospitality with a twist. Shopping at the duty-free port is a big draw, as is the eclectic nightlife of its colonial-style capital, Phillipsburg, which is conveniently a short walk away from Great Bay. 

The temperate, sunny climate is ideal for outdoor diversions ranging from beach pursuits to biking, horseback riding or hiking along the inland valleys and hills. Offshore, the rich Caribbean waters are a draw for fishermen, boaters and divers. 

Great Bay is a beachfront resort located on the Dutch side of St. Maarten on a beautiful one-mile sandy beach, yet within a short walking distance of the capital city of Philipsburg and just seven miles from Princess Juliana International Airport. 

The property features 257 rooms and suites, the Golden Casino, three swimming pools, three restaurants and four bars, the Vitality Oasis Health Club and Spa, floodlit tennis court, meeting facilities, water sports and nightly entertainment. Visit www.greatbaybeachresort.com.

Contact Kelly O’Shea at kelly@andriamitsakospr.com. 
Diving down to the Titanic

Deep Ocean Expeditions are offering adventurers the opportunity to dive to the wreck of the RMS Titanic which sank tragically in July 1912 with the loss of 1,500 lives writes Debra Taylor.

All dives to the wreck are made respectfully and professionally.  The journey down to the wreck - at 3800 metres below the ocean surface - will be onboard one of two MIR submersibles carried aboard the support vessel, Akademik Keldysh.  

Both are constructed of nickel steel and designed to withstand the enormous pressures at these ocean depths.   

The dive is expected to last around 11-12 hours. On reaching the wreck, illuminated by the submersible’s powerful lights, the viewing port will be filled with images of the RMS Titanic: her huge anchors - larger than the submersible, the capstans, the bridge, the famous grand staircase and the Marconi Room, from where the world’s very first SOS was broadcast.

The Akademik Keldysh is the best deep-diving support vessel in the world.

Contact Debra Taylor at Debra Taylor at debra@toucanmoon.com.

Small town Florida

Florida’s culture runs deep through the state and one of the best ways to experience the Sunshine State’s customs is through exploring the diversity of its downtowns writes Ester Williamson. 
 
St Augustine

St Augustine, the oldest continuously occupied European settlement in the continental United States is a time capsule that showcases nearly 500 years of American history. Check out the fabled Bridge of Lions spanning Matanzas Bay or the Victorian grandeur of Henry Flagler's hotels and its ancient narrow streets. There are also 42 miles of beaches. http://www.visitoldcity.com
America’s Sweetest Town

Cruise Old Florida’s Sweet Route 80 and you’ll find the quaint town Clewiston - “America’s Sweetest Town” - where thousands of acres of sugar cane fields line the horizon. If you fancy a little something to wash down all the sweet, call by ‘Big ‘O’ Airboat tours for an encounter of the wildlife and flora on historic Lake Okeechobee. http://www.visithendrycounty.com/
 
Marathon 

A place where pirates once roamed and pioneers lived off the bounty of the land and sea, Marathon is rich in history. At the northeast end of town, you will find Crane Point Hammock, a 64-acre protected area of historic sites, wild flowers, tropical trees, walking trails, and museums. If twenty-six miles is too many for you to run – visit in April when Marathon holds the annual Seven Mile Bridge Run. Fifteen hundred runners including weekend warriors, children and Olympic hopefuls, race over the longest segmented bridge in the world, often with a beautiful sunrise at their backs. http://www.fla-keys.com
 
Hutchinson Island

Bathtub Beach on Hutchinson Island in Martin County is one of the most popular sunning and swimming beaches, Bathtub Beach there are the antique shops and eclectic boutiques of downtown Jensen Beach or Stuart. http://www.martincountyfla.com
 
Delray Beach

Delray Beach is home to many golf courses with accommodations for all skill levels with the beach and the Atlantic Ocean perfect for boating, surfing, windsurfing, snorkelling, fishing, kayaking and swimming. http://www.downtowndelraybeach.com
 
St Petersburg

The towns of St Petersburg/Clearwater have all the attraction of a big city destination with the relaxed charm of a small beach town. Take Tarpon Springs; Its unique Greek heritage and history of sponge diving separates it from anyplace else in the United States. Tucked away in the northern tip of the Pinellas County, Tarpon Springs includes sponge docks, restaurants and authentic Greek clubs where men spend the afternoon telling stories and playing cards. Tarpon Springs is a way for visitors to experience the Mediterranean without leaving the states. www.floridasbeach.com
 
Lakeland 

Nestled between Orlando and Tampa you’ll find Lakeland – the small town, which promises big things. Stop off and view the continually changing artworks of outdoor sculptures along the beautifully landscaped downtown Lemon Street. Make sure you visit Lake Mirror Park; nestled on the edge of the Historic Downtown district, it lures visitors with the quiet beauty and formality of Hollis Garden. http://www.lakelandchamber.com
 
Naples and Marco Island 


Historic Tin City is Naples' original shopping sensation. In a setting, which recalls Naples' nautical past, you'll find more than 32 creative boutiques and great restaurants. Originally a 1920's clam shelling and oyster processing plant, Tin City retains the rustic, maritime spirit of what was once the centre of Naples' fishing industry. Quaint boardwalks, tin-topped buildings and bay front shops and eateries overlook the working docks of Naples Bay. www.tin-city.com
 
Sarasota

In 1927 John Ringling moved the winter quarters of Ringling Bros. and Barnum and Bailey Circus from Connecticut, to Sarasota. Famous circus stars became Sarasota residents and the big top legacy lives on today with Circus Sarasota, performing January through March. Other tributes to Sarasota’s circus history is the Museum of the Circus located within the John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art complex, and the Circus Ring of Fame at St. Armand’s Circle. http://www.sarasotafl.org
 
Contact Ester Williamson at esther.williamson@kbc-pr.com or + 44 (0) 1825 763633.

The west coast of Sweden

The west coast of Sweden is sprinkled with hundreds of little islands creating a panorama quite unlike any other writes Mischa Mack. 

Just 90 minutes easy drive north of Gothenburg, the small, family-run hotel Handelsman Flink sits on the edge of a tiny island - and its comfortable rooms command glorious views over the archipelago. 

To make the most of the surroundings take a RIB boat, zipping between the islets and stopping off for a stroll through one of the enchanting fishing villages. 

For information on West Sweden, visit www.west-sweden.com.

Contact Mischa Mack at M.Mack@travelpr.co.uk.

Five unusual places in Asia for the well travelled 

Gecko Travel provides truly off the beaten track experiences writes Siobhan McGeady. 

Lai Chau, Vietnam

A fascinating backwater and a town barely half a mile long. Travellers trek through tree lined paths on a four-hour excursion and tourist free zone – the occasional villager and his water buffalo passing through. The destination, a remote Blue H’mong village in Pu Dau, a friendly stopover for lunch with a breathtaking view overlooking the valley below that leaves travellers speechless.  

Ban Traat Mountain, Thailand

Sakai village is far removed from the more mainstream tribal encounter, as this is a nomadic tribe always on the move, and therefore not a guaranteed listing on the itinerary.  Travellers meet first with the Sakai chief who shares gifts with the villagers and in turn the villagers share their experiences and way of life, including blowpipe skills.  

Bai Tu Long Bay, Vietnam 

Halong Bay has huge limestone escarpments rising out of the water, which were created over millions of years and Bai Tu Long Bay is a little known paradise not yet on the tourist

Trail.

Belum Park, Malaysia 

The Royal Belum State Park is an unexplored haven for wildlife and nature lovers with the park itself one of the best preserved areas of virgin rainforest in SE Asia and home to one of the largest concentrations of elephants, tigers and otters in Malaysia.

Pha Taem National Park, Thailand 

Situated on the North Eastern side of Thailand, Pha Taem, has a pre-historic backdrop with spectacular rock paintings and formations, giving the impression of a large rock garden.  The

wall paintings, discovered in 1981, are a living museum and offer an insight into primitive life in a bygone era. On Pha Taem Cliff, the paintings stretch out over 180 metres, with around 300 separate images – more than anywhere else in Thailand.  

Contact Siobhan McGeady on +44 (0) 20 8761 1472 or email: siobhan@tionpr.co.uk. 

· A place to stay 

The Casa del Mar Inn and Suites, St Augestine, Florida

The Casa del Mar Inn and Suites (www.casadelmaroceanside.com) is on a barrier island offering a breathtaking 8-minute ride across the Intracoastal Waterway to historic St. Augustine writes Leigh Court.
Sitting on the secluded peninsula of Porpoise Point in Vilano Beach, gazing at the Atlantic, guests step out the front door, walk 150’ to the ocean and enjoy the unhurried, uncrowned beach that has been luring discerning visitors for at least 100 years
It also a 20-minute drive to posh Ponte Vedra Beach, complete with swank shopping and legendary golf. 

Contact Leigh Court at leighc@aug.com.

Hilton Sanya Resort & Spa, China 

Hilton Sanya Resort & Spa, the first Hilton Worldwide Resort in China, has opened on the Hainan Island, off the coast of mainland China writes Olivia Warne. 

Located amidst lush tropical gardens, the resort features 501 spacious guestrooms, suites and villas with the majority of rooms overlooking the crescent shaped sandy beach and South China Sea. 

Nearby leisure facilities range from the surrounding Yalong Bay National Park, to the Water Sports Centre on the beach for fishing, diving, water-skiing and boating activities, to golf at one of the 20 courses scattered throughout the Island. 

 

The resorts Spa Retreat is situated amidst stunning courtyard gardens and set apart from the main pavilions. Visit www.hilton.com/worldwideresorts
Contact Olivia Warne at Olivia.Warne@hilton.com.

· Transport links 

Air travel

Singapore Airlines

Singapore Airlines will take delivery of the A380, the world's largest passenger aircraft, in November 2006 and put this into service from December 2006.  The aircraft will first fly on the Kangaroo route, between London, Singapore and Sydney. Contact Frances Knox at frances@keenepa.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 7287 0652

Virgin Atlantic

Virgin Atlantic will be introducing Tempus telemedicine device onto its aircraft. Non-medical experts design this for use during a remote medical emergency, The airline has signed a deal up until 2009 that mean that all Virgin Atlantic aircraft in the fleet will be fitted with the equipment. Contact Anna Knowles at Anna.Knowles@fly.virgin.com or +44 (0) 1293 747 373.

Baltia Air Lines

Baltia Air Lines, a new U.S. airline based at the JFK Airport in New York at Terminal 4, is to start a non-stop service to St. Petersburg, Russia with a Boeing 747. Currently, the only other U.S. airline operating to Russia is Delta Air Lines, which flies non-stop to Moscow. Contact Bob Strom of Baltia Air Lines on +1-760-341-0132

Southwest Airlines

Southwest Airlines have teamed up to launch the first-ever official corporate web log in the airline industry. Nuts About Southwest (http://blogsouthwest.com), features regular posts from Southwest employees at all levels of operations and management.

Jet2.com

Jet2.com, the North’s low cost airline, has begun flights between Blackpool and Malaga. The airline already flies to the Spanish resort from Manchester and Leeds. Contact The airline has also begun a daily service between Leeds Bradford and Dusseldorf Jonathan Priestley at jonathan@lucrecommunications.com.

Iceland Express

Iceland's only low fare carrier - Iceland Express has begun flying to a range of new destinations in Europe and Scandinavia. Contact Paul Argyle at pargyle@flightdirectors.com or +44 (0) 870 6080737.

Virgin Atlantic

Virgin Atlantic is celebrating the 10th anniversary of flights from Manchester Airport. Contact Anna Knowles at Anna.Knowles@fly.virgin.com or 01293 747 373.

Air Berlin

Air Berlin is introducing scheduled flights between Stansted and Belfast City and Stansted and Alicante http://www.airberlin.com
easyJet 

 

EasyJet has launched a direct flight from Glasgow to Berlin and from London Gatwick to the Croatian city of Split. Contact EasyJet Press Office at press.office@easyJet.com. 
Flybe

Flybe has launched the first ever flights from Southampton to Angers and Avignon in France. Contact Sophie Jackson at sophie.jackson@redconsultancy.com.

Qantas

A dedicated A380 mini-site has been launched on qantas.com/A380. Over the next 12 months, the site will become the definitive source for customers, providing all the latest news on the Qantas A380. To access the qantas.com A380 mini-site go to www.qantas.com/A380. 

· Useful information 

Starwood Hotels and Resorts 

Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. is one of the leading hotel and leisure companies in the world with approximately 850 properties in more than 95 countries. 

Starwood® Hotels is a fully integrated owner, operator and franchiser of St. Regis®, The Luxury Collection®, Sheraton®, Westin®, Four Points® by Sheraton, W®, Le Méridien® and the recently announced aloftSM. Starwood Hotels also owns Starwood Vacation Ownership, Inc. Visit www.starwoodhotels.com/pressclub. Contact Sarah Moreira at sarah.moreira@starwoodhotels.com.

 Hilton Resorts

 

Hilton Worldwide Resorts™ is an upscale, global resort network with a collection of 59 resorts worldwide.

Hilton Hotels Corporation operates 18 resorts in the US, Hilton International, including four all-inclusive Coral by Hilton resorts, operates 39 outside the US and two are operated by Conrad. 
The network spans 24 countries and eight regions including the Americas, Arabian Peninsula, Asia-Pacific, the Caribbean, Egypt, Europe, Israel and the Indian Ocean. New resort openings are planned in France, America, Italy and Australia.

 

For Further Media Information and Photography: visit www.hilton.com/worldwideresorts or contact:

 

Kendra Walker, VP Brand Communications, Hilton Hotels Corporation on +1 310 205 4017 or at kendra_walker@hilton.com 

 

Beth Wheeler, PR Director, Brand Communications, Hilton International on +44 (0) 20 7856 8519 or at beth.wheeler@hilton.com, or
 

Olivia Warne, PR Executive, Brand Communications, Hilton International on +44 (0) 20 7856 8203 or at Olivia.warne@hilton.com
· Contacts 

The International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 776 419 8286, and

Charo Moreno at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 781 805 2331. 
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