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Destination Taiwan

The International Travel Writers Alliance autumn season of networking events starts on Tuesday 26 September with Destination Taiwan at Asia House, 63 New Cavendish Street, London, W1G 7LP between 18.00 and 20.30.
Asia House (www.asianartinlondon.com/as_house.asp) is one of the premier pan-Asian organisations in Britain, promoting a greater understanding of the rich and varied Asian cultures and economies.

In addition to a good networking event there will be the chance to talk about the potential to visit Taiwan during 2007.
 

The event, which is the first in the Alliance’s season of networking events, is free but places are limited.

 

The Programme 

 
18.00 to 18.30 
Welcome reception 
 
18.30 to 18.50
Destination Taiwan. A brief welcome to guests and a short presentation by the Taiwan Tourist Authority on the travel and tourism opportunities in Taiwan.
 
19.00 to 20.30 
A networking buffet when Alliance members will be able to discuss the travel writing opportunities in Taiwan.
 
On leaving Alliance members will receive a press pack including the first issue of Destination Taiwan a special issue Alliance dossier on Taiwan.

Those wishing to attend, and who have not already done so, should email their acceptance to alliance@williamjack.co.uk.

· Opportunities

Here are opportunities for Alliance members that have come through in the last couple of weeks. 

For a list of all opportunities visit www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com and click on opportunities.

Jetlag travel guide to San Sombrero

Alliance members are invited to request a review copy of the Jetlag travel guide to San Sombrero before deciding on the value of a trip to this Central America destination better known for its carnivals, cocktails and coups. 

The latest guide in the Jetlag portfolio contains practical information, a list of ‘must see’ attractions and a region-by-region breakdown for the undiscerning traveller. 


Despite the relatively small size, San Sombrero offers visitors so many options.  From the frenetic nightlife of it’s capital, Cucaracha City, to the guaranteed solitude of a west coast beach during sea-snake season.

For those simply wanting to relax, a visit to the dazzling off-white sands of resort cities such as Playa Miguel, where the adventurous traveller can catch a wave, a fish, a hot band and dengue fever all in the one day.  

Then there are the historical centres, such as in the mountain hamlet of Cholera where the stately cathedral of San Pedro resides, noted for its massive organ, as was he. 

San Sombrero is a democratic socialist republic - meaning its President may only be assassinated by a two-thirds majority of parliament. Music and dance: the traditional music of San Sombrero is considered to be as infectious as many of the island's water-borne diseases, while the steamy carumba ranks as one of the world's few dances in which bodily fluids are routinely exchanged.

Also in the Jetlag series are guides to Phaic Tan and Molvania 
For review copies contact Alex Dehnert on 020 7 349 2513 or alex@halpern.co.uk
Premiere Neige’s luxury ski chalets in Sainte Foy, France

Premiere Neige would like to invite Alliance travel writers to visit its luxury chalets in Sainte Foy, France.
 

The company is looking to secure pre-season coverage so would be keen to discuss arranging a press visit to the resort in the coming months or during the first week of the season (15 - 16 December 2006).

Premiere Neige would require a publication date for the article to appear pre-Christmas or early in the season.

Visit: www.premiere-neige.com. Contact: Ginny Lawson on 0131 311 7050 or at ginny@crimsonedge.co.uk      

For more information visit www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com and click on opportunities.

Twenty famous ‘foreign’ places in the UK  

Best Western have teamed up with Visit Britain in order to promote 20 places across the UK that share names with more famous cities/places and are inviting Alliance members to sample some of the hotels and to write about ‘famous places’ that can be enjoyed without a queue at the check-in.

Contact Jonathan Priestley at jonathan@lucrecommunications.com or on 0113 243 1117
Finland 

The Finnish Tourist Board is keen to invite travel writers with a special interest in cruising to join the following trip: 

Helsinki, Turku, Marienhamn: 22 to 25 September 2006 

The Finnish Tourist Board is pleased to offer places on a trip that will showcase the cities of Helsinki, Turku and Mariehamn as ports of call on a Baltic cruise.


For more information on these destinations visit: www.visithelsinki.fi, www.turku.fi, and www.visitaland.com.  

Travel between Helsinki and Mariehamn will be by air and then the luxurious Silja Europa cruise ferry from Mariehamn to Turku and will connect back to Helsinki by express train. 

Travel to and from Helsinki will be with Blue1, from London Stansted. 

Contact Marika Finne at marika.finne@mek.fi.  

Finnish Christmas in Tampere: 8 to 11 December 2006

The Finnish Tourist Board is pleased to invite travel writers plus accompanying child to enjoy a few days experiencing the wonderful atmosphere in and around Tampere before Christmas. 

Everywhere you look the streets and houses will be lit with festive decorations, there will be good things to eat and a real sense of occasion as townsfolk busy themselves with the final preparation for the biggest festival of the year. 

The trip will include all kinds of activities, shopping, sightseeing and fun. 


Flights will be from Liverpool using the new Ryanair service


Contact Marika Finne at marika.finne@mek.fi.


Drummond Island, Michigan, USA 

Alliance travel writers can request a press trip to Drummond Island, Michigan. 

Drummond Island, which is considered the gem of Lake Huron, encompasses about 87,000 acres, of which 61% is state forest; over 136 square miles making it the 4th largest island in the entire Great Lakes. 

The 58 smaller islands guarding its 150 miles of limestone fossil studded shoreline are filled with natural and human history and so many splendours of wildlife from sunrise till sunset time will lose its purpose. 

From kayaking, mountain biking, snorkelling, golfing, gunk holing, snowmobiling, 4-wheeling, cross country skiing, skijoring, snow shoeing, and birding to mention just my favourite’s a weekend is never enough. 

However my multi-adventure guided tours, lake view lodging, and first class dining will highlight the best-of-the-best of our island during your stay.

Yacht Haven Marina Resort invites a professional travel writer on assignment to step off the beaten path for a two-night getaway to experience our island adventure retreat. 

For more information on Yacht Haven amenities, and Drummond Island please visit www.diyachthaven.com, www.drummondisland.com or www.drummondislandseakayaking.com. 

Contact Georrg Schluender at gpaddle2000@yahoo.com or +1 231 622 2628

with the estimated dates of your visit.

For more information visit www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com and click on opportunities.

Glengoyne Distillery, Scotland 

 

From 1 September, Glengoyne Distillery (www.glengoyne.com), which is situated 30 minutes outside Glasgow, looking out over The West Highland Way, will offer a brand new Master Blender Session, giving visitors the chance to make their very own unique blended whisky.  

 

The session, which will cost £25, takes place in the new state-of-the-art whisky Sample Room, where there are hundreds of whisky samples available.  
 

Visitors can choose whisky aged in Sherry Casks, Bourbon Casks or Scottish Oak Casks as well as different maturities of whisky when creating their signature blend.  

 
Alliance members are invited to request an individual visit.
 

Lunch can be provided and the company would be happy to look into travel and accommodation arrangements if desired. 

 

Contact Alison Methven on 0131 554 6111 or at am@profileplus.co.uk.

EcoTulum Resorts & Spa's first ever Healers' Conference in Tulum Mexico

Mexican Pacific Marketing is inviting writers on assignment to visit the Tulum along Mexico's Riviera Maya, just 1.5 hours south of Cancun.

The conference takes place from 30 September to 8 October 2006 when those interested in the power of healing converge upon EcoTulum's three rustic properties - 15 villa Azulik, 49 cabin Cabanas Copal and 22 room Zahra - to take part in a program of daily activities, ritual ceremonies and a variety of holistic demonstrations and classes.

Attendees discover the magical surroundings of EcoTulum while sampling some of the signature holistic treatments offered at Maya Spa, the onsite wellness centre serving all properties. 

In downtime, explore the reefs offshore, snorkel the area's cenotes, shop the town markets, relax on the white sand beaches and soak up the energy of the ancient Tulum ruins. For more information, check www.ecotulum.com or www.maya-spa.com, www.azulik.com, www.zahra.com.mx, www.cabanascopal.com
Contact Mexican Pacific Marketing at press@mexicanpacific.com before Friday 15 September 2006.

For more information visit www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com and click on opportunities.

Historic hotels and restaurants in Scotland

Scotland offers an array of high calibre hotels and restaurants, from the Highlands to the Scottish Borders; with a number having firm historical roots writes Rowana Grant.

Many visitors to Scotland come for its heritage and landscape and the stories behind many of these establishments show an interesting insight in to particular communities and areas of Scotland. 

Alliance members on assignment who wish to discuss press visit facilities to any of the hotels or restaurants listed below should contact Rowana Grant at rowana@crimsonedge.co.uk or on +44 (0) 131 311 7050

  

Livingston’s Restaurant

Livingston’s Restaurant is a charming restaurant tucked away off the High Street of the Royal and Ancient Burgh of Linlithgow and is reached through a vennel off the main street.  

Livingston’s is a family run business drawing its appeal from its ‘cottage like’ quality of converted stables with sandstone walls. Mary Queen of Scots (1542-1587) was born at Linlithgow Palace on the 8th of December in 1542. 

At this time the stable was used to house the workhorses from Linlithgow Palace.  Over the years and throughout history the stable has played a pivotal role within the community; acting as a staging post for the Royal Mail horses as they travelled between Edinburgh and Glasgow and housing the horses that transported coal to the Linlithgow ammunition factory during the war. Visit www.livingstons-restaurant.co.uk. 

 

The Roman Camp Country House and Restaurant

The Roman Camp Country House and Restaurant in Callander takes its name from earthworks to the east of its walled gardens, believed to be the site of a Roman fort.  

In 1625 a hunting lodge was built on the site for the Dukes of Perth and it passed into the ownership of Viscount Esher in 1897 when the turrets that give the building its unique character were added.  

The house became a hotel in 1939.  Current owners, Eric and Marion Brown have been running the Roman Camp since 1989, and they hold an enviable reputation for food and hospitality. Visit: www.romancamphotel.co.uk. 

 

The Old Waverley Hotel

The Old Waverley Hotel on Edinburgh’s Princess Street dates from 1848, when the seven-floor structure was built to celebrate the then-newfangled railroads and remains one of Edinburgh oldest Hotels. 

Robert Cranston and his wife opened the hotel in 1848. The Old Waverley Hotel opened as a temperance hotel and to open a teetotal hotel in the best street in town was a daring enterprise especially in at a time when every transaction both in business and social life was bound up with drinking customs. The Hotel was known as ‘Cranston’s Temperance Hotel’ until 1854 but it was called The Waverley Hotel from the beginning. In 1876 the name The Old Waverley was formally adopted.  http://www.oldwaverley.co.uk
 

Castleton House Hotel

Castleton House Hotel in Glamis sits on a hill high above what is today a woodland path.  This site marks what was, a thousand years ago, a medieval fort.  

The moat now provides a beautiful and romantic woodland walk.  Castleton is just south of the Angus glens and north of the famous River Tay.  Only 3 miles from Glamis Castle, and within easy reach of both Dundee and Perth.  Visit: www.castletonglamis.co.uk. 

 

Raemoir House Hotel

The main house at Raemoir House Hotel in Banchory, was built in 1817 but extensively developed in the Victorian age, when Balmoral was first becoming known as the favourite retreat of the Royal Family.  

The main building is constructed from the traditional and typical Aberdeenshire granite that is so famously bright in the sunlight that Aberdeen is known as the silver city.  Additional to the 20 bedrooms in the main house, is a further 6 located in the even older building known as the Ha' House.  

This name derives from the term Hall House, as it was simply constructed with a hall downstairs and a gallery with three rooms upstairs.  It was in fact, the main Raemoir House until the larger one was built directly in front of it 100 years later.  http://www.raemoir.com/  

 

The Peat Inn

Originally a Coaching Inn dating from the 1700's, for over 30 years the Peat Inn has sustained a reputation for being one of the finest restaurants in Scotland.  The tiny rural village is named after the inn itself.  The Peat Inn, restaurant with rooms, sits at the crossroads in the village, just miles from St Andrews.  Visit: www.thepeatinn.co.uk. 

 

The Philipburn House Hotel

The Philipburn House Hotel in Selkirk is over 250 years old, a fact qualified on one of the original beams above the fireplace in the residents lounge in which is carved the date “ 1751” proclaiming that the 20th century dowager house is a quarter of a millennium years old. Visit : www.philipburnhousehotel.co.uk/index.htm. 

The Reform Restaurant

The Reform Restaurant is a unique Asian-fusion restaurant situated on the prestigious Royal Mile, in the heart of Edinburgh's Old Town. Located within a gabled tenement with a half-length effigy of a Moor above the door, it contains the entry to Morocco Close. 

The area is known as Morocco Land, on account of the exiled son of the Master of Gray who, under the guise of a Moor, returned to Edinburgh and saved the life of the Lord Provost's daughter who was stricken with the plague. They subsequently married and lived in the tenement, which now houses Reform. Visit: www.reformrestaurant.com.

Greywalls

Greywalls, an English Country House and Garden in Scotland was built in 1901 by the celebrated Edwardian architect, Sir Edwin Lutyens, as a small, albeit dignified, holiday home overlooking Muirfield Golf Course and the Firth of Forth. 

This unusual crescent shaped house was always one of Lutyens' favourites, and is the last example of Lutyens’ work in Scotland. Erstwhile haunt of Edward VII, the house became a hotel in 1948, and is still run by the Weaver family. Visit www.greywalls.co.uk
The Time Out Shortlists

The new Time Out Shortlists, new series of annual mini guides covering London, Paris, Barcelona, Rome and Prague, are published on 7 September 2006 at £6.99 each.

Written by resident journalists, the Shortlists provide honest, concise and impartial information and highlight the best sights, hotels, restaurants, bars, shops and nightlife that a city has to offer. 

Each Shortlist also includes news and reviews of new venues and features on the latest trends.

There is also a Time Out Shortlist website for each city (www.timeout.com) for news of the very latest openings and exhibitions, and tips and picks from visitors and residents.

The Shortlist editors have all lived in their cities for at least five years and are available for interview and comment. 

A further six city guides, plus new editions of the launch titles, are due to be published next year.

Alliance members with commissions can request review copies. Contact Claire Bowles at claire@clairebowlespr.co.uk.

Everyday Bordeau Decanter World Wine Awards 

UK based Alliance members are invited to a UK tasting of Everyday Bordeaux Award-Winning Wines, which take place on Thursday 14 September from 10am to 5pm in The Portico Rooms, Somerset House, Strand, London WC2R 1LA.

Everyday Bordeaux Decanter World Wine Award Winners represent the best Bordeaux wines available in the UK between the prices of £5-£15, in the opinion of a panel of independent wine experts representing the Decanter World Wine Awards.

There will be a finger buffet, sit-down lunch between noon and 2.30pm.

In addition to the tasting of 85 Bordeaux wines,  ‘A practical introduction to the art of blending Bordeaux grape varieties’, led by Patrick Leon, former winemaker and Managing Director at Château Mouton Rothschild, will analyse the taste characteristics of Bordeaux’s main red grape varieties, experience their interactions with one another, and finally create a blend of all four.

For more information contact Katherine at Katherine@randr.co.uk or on 020 7384 1333.

Travel writing workshops at the guardian newsroom

 

Daylong intensive Travel Writing Workshop with tutors Guardian writer Dea Birkett and Rory Maclean, author of Radio 4 Book of the Week Magic Bus.
This practical, hand-on course if for those who want to make it in the travel writing market. By the end of the day, our aim is that an editor can only say 'Yes'.

Two dates available - Saturday 23rd September and Saturday 30th September.

Cost £99.99 for the whole day. 

Alliance members get a 10% discount.

For further details email travelworkshops@deabirkett.com
Travel Writing course in Alpujarra Mountains, Spain

 

Award-winning travel writer Daniel Scott is running his next “Introduction to Travel Writing” course in the Alpujarra Mountains, south of Granada in Spain, at the end of September.  

The course, which was recently given an enthusiastic review by the Guardian, runs from Sunday 24 September to Wednesday 27 September 2006.  

The course cost is £475 (no single supplement) and includes all tuition, three nights good-quality hotel accommodation, welcoming tapas, lunches, two dinners and two guided walks in the Alpujarras.  Contact Daniel at danscott26@yahoo.co.uk.

· Industry news

Star ratings for Danish tourist attractions 

Danish Tourist Attractions is a new classification scheme for tourist attractions and museums in the country. More than 100 attractions have been awarded between one and five stars to give tourists a clear picture of the quality of these attractions. One-star indicates the attraction has a high value on a local level, while five-stars indicate that the attraction offers a unique experience on an international level. Contact Astrid Ruffhead at ar@dt.dk. 
Latin American website 

The Latin American Travel Association’s new website at www.lata.org has been redesigned to provide a more user-friendly source of information on Latin America. Contact Sarah Hurley at sarah.hurley@mangopr.co.uk.
Hungary 

With Ryanair’s new direct flights from Stansted to Lake Balaton, the largest freshwater lake in Europe, Fregata Travel is featuring four-night breaks to the three-star Hotel Helikon, situated in the Hungarian baroque town of Keszthely on the shores of the lake.  Visit: www.fregatatravel.co.uk. Contact: Victoria Marley at Victoria@beaconpr.co.uk.

Mrandmrssmith.com

Mrandmrssmith.com (http://www.mrandmrssmith.com) is a website providing information on boutique and luxury hotels with potted reviews of the destinations they are situated in. Contact Aline Keuroghlian on +44 (0) 20 7978 1000 or at aline@mrandmrssmith.com. 

Laptop security lock

The new PC Guardian retractable laptop security lock has been specifically designed with travellers in mind, whether on business or taking business on holiday. The lightweight compact design of the lock, takes up very little space in any laptop bag, but when you need to leave your laptop behind, have peace of mind in the knowledge your laptop and information is secure. Visit: www.pcguardian.com/products/2930_ezolution_retractable.shtml. Contact Allison Hall at Alison.hall@alisonhall-pr.co.uk. 

London: Simply Singapore Food Festival

Now in its third year, the Simply Singapore Food Festival at Kensington’s Royal Garden Hotel will offer visitors the opportunity to sample this exciting cuisine.  From 12 to 22 October, the hotel’s Park Terrace restaurant will play host to some of the island’s leading chefs, who Singapore Airlines are flying over especially from the Royal Garden’s sister hotel in Singapore, the Goodwood Park. 

Guests can feast on a vast buffet selection that will change daily, including a range of traditional dishes such as Char Kway Teow, Black Pepper Crab, Beef Rendang, Hainanese Chicken Rice and Satay. The restaurant will be transformed into a Singaporean eatery complete with décor and music akin to the country’s famous ‘Hawker Stall’ food markets. Cara McCarthy at Cara.McCarthy@harrisoncowley.com
California Travel and Tourism Commission

The California Travel and Tourism Commission (CTTC) has opened its new UK and Ireland office in Covent Garden, London. The CTTC has also appointed London-based specialist marketing company - Black Diamond - to represent it in the UK and Ireland. Contact Russell Palmer at info@californiatourism.co.uk.

Costa Cruises fleet

The Costa Concordia, the latest addition to the Costa Cruises flee, was launched in July in the port of Civitavecchia near Rome. It is the biggest cruise ship in Europe with 1500 cabins for 3780 passengers. The Costa Concordia will be based in Civitavecchia, which is fast becoming one of the busiest ports of the Mediterranean. Contact Stefania Gatta at stefaniagatta@italiantouristboard.co.uk.

Hawaii virtual tour

A new photo and video tour for Hawaii is available for virtually every golf course, beach, hotel and resort in Hawaii. Visit: www.bluehawaiian.com
Contact: Arben Kryeziu at mail@bumpnetworks.com
The Villa Collection

The Villa Collection has launched its programme of luxury villas with pools in Mallorca, Menorca, The Algarve, Kefallonia, Italy and Croatia for 2007 (available for sale on-line now followed by the brochure launch at the end of August). Visit: www.thevilla-collection.co.uk.  Contact: Victoria Marley at Victoria@beaconpr.co.uk.

Starwood Hotels & Resorts

Starwood Hotels & Resorts has won the prestigious UNICEF Corporate Partnership Award in recognition of its contribution to the work of UNICEF UK. The award, which is only granted every ten years, is an acknowledgment of the exceptional contribution an organisation has made to the fulfilment of UNICEF’s mission for children. Visit: www.starwoodhotels.com Contact Amalie Craig at amalie.craig@starwoodhotels.com.

The Nam Hai, Vietnam

The Nam Hai, Vietnam, which opens on 1 December, is a deluxe resort, located on pristine China Beach, near Hoi An.  Villas range in size from one to five bedrooms, some with their own private pools.  Essence of Asia is offering special introductory rates from 1 December 2006 to 31 March 2007 starting at £80 per person, twin share, per night including breakfast for a one-bedroom villa or £130 for a one-bedroom villa with own pool. Visit: www.essenceofasiatravel.co.uk. Contact: Victoria Marley at Victoria@beaconpr.co.uk.

Nevada: Dick's Last Resort, Las Vegas

The South end of the Las Vegas Strip will get rowdy in early 2007 with the opening of Dick's Last Resort at Excalibur Hotel and Casino. Dick's Last Resort has wacky-tacky decor, live music and massive cocktails and finger foods by the bucket, the opposite of a standard restaurant establishment; Dick's encourages patron participation to create a raucous environment. Visit: www.excalibur.com.  Contact Kate Turner on +1 702 737 3100.

Virgin Atlantic inflight mag 

Virgin Atlantic has launched a route - dedicated inflight magazine, DXB, which is available to all passengers onboard the airline’s flights between London Heathrow and Dubai. Contact Kate Francis at Katie.Francis@fly.virgin.com. 

Québec, Canada

The province of Québec, Canada saw an 11.79% rise in UK visitors in the 12 months to May 2006. In percentage terms Québec has shown a greater increase in UK visitors in May than any other Canadian province with UK visitors now representing over 11% of the total number of UK visitors to Canada. Visit: www.bonjourquebec.co.uk. Contact Josephine Wiggall Lazarus at dquk@destinationquebec.co.uk
.travel

The introduction of the .travel domain enables destinations and tourism-related companies to register their domains in the .travel Internet space reserved exclusively for travel and tourism entities. In order to own a .travel Internet domain name, applicants must be “authenticated” to verify that they are legitimate travel companies and legally entitled to use the domain names. Visit: www.search.travel Contact: Noel Perkins at noel_perkins@ypbr.com
New Carnival cruise deployment for New Orleans

Carnival Cruise Lines will deploy the 2,758-passenger Carnival Triumph as its second year-round ship to New Orleans. Visit: www.carnival.com. Contact Jennifer de la Cruz on +1-305-599-2600.

The Portraits Suites hotel, in Rome

The fashion house Ferragamo has opened the Portraits Suites hotel, in Rome. The first hotel to be opened by the Ferragamo family outside Florence it is situated above the flagship menswear store in a former palazzo near Via Condotti. Visit: www.exsus.com/holidays/portrait-suites-rome.asp. Contact Stefania Gatta at stefaniagatta@italiantouristboard.co.uk.

City Break 2007 in Athens, Greece

City Break 2007 will take place at the stunning neo-classical style Zappeion Mansion and the award winning Intercontinental Athenaeum, in Athens, Greece between 11and 13 June 2007. The event will focus on the growing European City Break market and is expected to attract over 200 European exhibitors from 30 countries who will showcase their products and destinations to pre-qualified international hosted buyers. Contact Vicky Crane at vicky.crane@reedexpo.co.uk. 

The Maldives: Medhufushi resort 

The luxury Maldivian resort Medhufushi will reopen on 15 January 2007 following a complete refurbishment. The Medhufushi will be a five-star retreat, 130 km from the capital Male (40 min by seaplane). Contact Steve Daykin on +44 (0) 1733 253076 or at steve@exclusiveretreats.co.uk.

Peru: Kuelap

PENTUR (Peru’s National Tourism Strategic Plan) has launched a five-year plan to transform the archaeological fortress, Kuelap, located in northern Peru, into a leading tourism destination. Kuelap will undergo a series of improvements and restorations that will enhance the historical attractions of the country’s Northeast tourism circuit, which encompasses the states of Amazonas, Cajamarca, Lambayeque and La Libertad and help to draw adventure seekers. Contact Beverley Mills at Beverley_mills@jcpr.com. 

· Leads

Canada, Hilton Whistler Resort & Spa

Hilton Whistler Resort & Spa (www.hilton.com/worldwideresorts), in Whistler, Canada has opened its luxurious Artesia Spa, featuring six exquisite treatment rooms and a relaxation area with therapists providing expert treatments for rejuvenation of mind, body and spirit.

The Hilton Whistler Resort & Spa features an array of recreational facilities and services, including ski and golf club valet service, a year-round outdoor, heated pool, indoor/outdoor hot tubs, an outdoor tennis court and full exercise facilities in the Health Club. In winter all manner of snow-sports on the world-class ski fields are available. And in summertime golf, mountain biking, hiking, riding, canoeing, kayaking, fishing and even glacier skiing make Whistler the perfect four-seasons destination.

Visit: www.tourismwhistler.com. Contact Olivia Warne at Olivia.warne@hilton.com.  

Cyprus: Blue Flag beaches

Cyprus has been awarded a record number of ‘Blue Flag’ awards for the quality and safety of its beaches. In total 49 beaches in 14 municipalities located throughout the island successfully achieved this exclusive eco-label. Visit: www.visitcyprus.com. Contact: Lynda Daboh at lynda@firstpr.co.uk.

Egypt: Luxor

on the go tours (www.onthegotours.com) has introduced hot air ballooning over Luxor, providing the chance to this ancient city from a different angle. Contact Julie Collins at julie@onthegotours.com. 

The Falklands: War tour

A new holiday to mark next year’s 25th anniversary of The Falklands War has been launched by Leger Holidays, the UK’s specialist battlefield tour operator.

 

The 12-day holiday is the first available from the UK to commemorate one of the most significant military events of the last 50 years which started on 2 April, 1982 when Argentina invaded the British dependency 8,000 miles from home soil.

 

This remarkable and unique tour has a comprehensive itinerary incorporating most of the key sites from the campaign explored across six full days of battlefields visits, all accompanied by experienced local guides.

 

Visit www.legerbreaks.info. Contact Adrian Johnson at adrian@lucrecommunications.com or on 0113 243 1117.

France: Sainte Foy ski resort

Often referred to as the ‘Jewel in the Crown’ of the French Alps, Sainte Foy ski resort is situated beneath the towering Mount Pourri and above the Tarantaise Valley, providing fantastic ski slopes and breathtaking views. 

Servicing the resort of Sainte Foy since 2001, Premiere Neige now have over 30 properties ranging from self catered apartments to luxury 5-star catered chalets. Premiere Neige operate a Sunday transport service to and from the three closest airports of Geneva, Lyon and Chambery. Visit: www.premiereneige.com. Contact Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk
France: Provence

Walking tour specialist Waymark Holidays has added a one-off week of walking in Provence’s Mercantour Park this October. Situated in the heart of the Alpes Maritimesm and just an hour from the Med, the Mercantour Park is filled with rugged peaks more than 3000m high, right on the Italian border, alongside rolling countryside and lush valleys. Visit: www.waymarkholidays.com. Contact Wendy Walker at w.walker@ittfa.org.

France: La Rochelle
La Rochelle, with its dramatic past of a powerful and proud Protestant community (the Huguenots), today boasts a very well preserved old town, made even more attractive with the vibrancy of its university community and its boating centres with several small ports in the city. The city has beautifully maintained its past architecture, making it one of the most picturesque and historically rich cities on the Atlantic coast. Visit:  www.larochelle-tourisme.com. Contact: Elise Duvergé at elise.duverge@franceguide.com.

Hungary: the 1956 Revolution
October sees the 50th anniversary of the 1956 Revolution in Hungary, when a student demonstration flared into a bloody uprising against communist rule that was only finally suppressed by Russian tanks. From September, a selection of local tour companies will start twice-weekly walking tours tracing the revolution’s main flashpoints on the streets of Budapest. In addition, several one-off events are planned to commemorate the anniversary, and a memorial will be unveiled in Heroes’ Square on 23 October. Contact: Alex Dixey at alex@mccluskey.co.uk
Hungary: the Museum of Fine Arts, Budapest 

To celebrate its 100th anniversary, the Museum of Fine Arts, Budapest, is to stage an exhibition the Post-Impressionist master Vincent van Gogh (1853—90). Works by van Gogh will be borrowed from some of the world’s leading museums will be on display from 1 December 2006 to 20 March 2007. Visit: www.szepmuveszeti.hu. Contact: Alex Dixey at alex@mccluskey.co.uk. 
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The Islands of Africa

With direct flights from Gatwick and Manchester from November, the Cape Verde Islands, the Islands of São Tomé e Principe and Inhaca Island off Mozambique offer winter sun destinations. Situated some 1000 miles South of the Canaries they are hot and dry, with super beaches and cheap lobsters. Visit www.africanislands.co.uk. Contact John Perriss at info@destination-portugal.co.uk. 

Italy: Annibale Carracci exhibition in Bologna and Rome 

The Museo Civico Archeologico stages a comprehensive exhibition of 160 paintings and drawings by the Bolognese artist Annibale Carracci, who lived and worked many years in Rome, Naples, Tuscany and Venice (22 September 06 – 21 January 07). Carracci was a leader of the Italian Renaissance, creating highly realistic works characterized by a very decisive use of colour. The artist's brush returns to the classical dictates of painting, reacting to the mannerist style of the period, while remaining firmly anchored to tradition. Contact Stefania Gatta at stefaniagatta@italiantouristboard.co.uk.

Italy: Turner and the Impressionists in Brescia, Lombardy

This exhibition will outline the birth of Impressionism landscape painting, spanning the mid to late 19th century. The exhibition in ten comprehensive sections comprises 250 paintings and 30 photographs. It will begin with important seminal examples of work by Constable and Turner, demonstrating the dramatic new way of interpreting landscape painting. (28 October 2006 to 25 March 2007). Visit: www.lineadombra.it. Contact Stefania Gatta at stefaniagatta@italiantouristboard.co.uk.

The South Pole

Specialist tour operator WildWings are organising five South Pole departures for the austral summer months of November and December 2006 and January 2007. Contact Debra Taylor at debra@toucanmoon.com
Turkey: Marmaris

Research by Holiday Watchdog, has Turkey and the resort of Marmaris as the most popular destination for 2006. What was once a quiet fishing village has now become popular for UK holidaymakers.

Marmaris, in the Aegean region of Turkey, has modern marina surrounded by hills and mountains turquoise seawaters and sandy beaches. Visit: www.libraholidays.co.uk Contact Lena Georgiou at l.georgiou@libraholidays.net.

UK: Cornwall, England 

Classic Cottages, the UK independent cottage holiday company, is sponsoring the Tolmen International Guitar Symposium, which runs from 23 to 28 October in and around the southern Cornish village of Constantine.

The symposium features daily workshops, master-classes and lunchtime concerts. There will also be an evening concert each day at the Tolmen Centre, including world-renowned musicians such as John Salfield and Andrea Dieci. Visit www.constantinecornwall.com. Contact Mischa Mack at M.Mack@travelpr.co.uk. 
Scotland: the Ardanaiseig

Voted the Most Romantic Hotel in Scotland 2006, the Ardanaiseig is a unique traditional Highland retreat overlooking Loch Awe and the Argyll glens. This festive season the Ardanaiseig, which has sixteen individually themed bedrooms and one of the best restaurants in the Highlands, is hosting a week of fine food and festive celebration between 24 December and 3 January, with three- and four-day packages. Visit: www.ardanaiseig.com. Contact: Susannah McMicking at susannah@crimsonedge.co.uk
Scotland: the Balvenie Distillery

The Balvenie Distillery will open its doors to a limited number of guests a year. Visit : www.balvenie.com. Contact:  Victoria Campbell-Davys at Victoria.CampbellDavys@wgrant.com 

USA 

Florida: Orlando

Universal Orlando Resort in Florida stages its 16th Halloween Horror Nights for 19 select nights between 29 September and 31 October 2006. The Horror Nights, one of the largest events of its kind in the US, has haunted houses, terrifying scare zones, specially themed shows and hundreds of gruesome “scare-actors” to scare the wits out of visitors. Contact Caroline Calvert at caroline.calvert@fleishmaneurope.com.

Florida: dolphin wedding packages

Couples can take the plunge in the saltwater lagoon with the resident dolphins of the Dolphin Connection program at Hawk's Cay Resort, on Grassy Key. The exclusive allows the couple and two guests to join the resort's dolphins for an in-the-water ceremony. A close-by viewing deck brings the wedding party and guests close to the scene. Visit: www.hawkscay.com. Contact: Lisa Cooper at lisa@kbc-pr.com.

Louisiana: New Orleans

The Hotel Monteleone, in partnership with the New Orleans Public Library, has unveiled its 2006 Literary Luncheon Series. Nationally recognised authors, including Sonny Brewer, Heather Graham, Peggy Post, Paula Deen, Jason Berry, and Katharine Weber, will discuss their current book releases. Contact Andrea Thornton at athornton@hotelmonteleone.com. 

The hotel provides press trip facilities for travel writers. Visit: www.hotelmonteleone.com/photo/famtrips.html. 

Mississippi: Monmouth Plantation, Natchez 

Travel and Leisure magazine has named the Monmouth Plantation among the “Top 100 Hotels in the World” ranking it 4th in the “$250 or Less” category and 17 in all of the US and Canada.

Located amid the antebellum splendour of historic Natchez, Monmouth Plantation has 30 luxurious rooms and suites in 26 acres of estate ground including wooded hiking trails, winding pathways through floral gardens and lakes. The hotel has also been named on the 2006 Conde’ Nast Traveler “Gold List.

Visit www.monmouthplantation.com;  www.natchez.ms.us or www.visitmississippi.org. Contact Ros Woodin at ros@david-nicholson.com.
Nevada: casinos’ jackpot

The Penny Megabucks progressive slot jackpot in Nevada casinos has increased by over $500,000 in the last month resulting in a current MegaJackpot of $15,704,581. This can be won for a max (300-coin) bet and when it hits, will easily set a record for the largest penny jackpot in history. Visit: www.igt.com. Contact: Allison Alexander at Allison.Alexander@igt.com.

New England, Hotel Providence, Rhode Island

New England Travel and Life magazine has voted the Four Diamond boutique Hotel Providence, in Providence, Rhode Island, the best New England hotel in a City other than Boston. The Providence was recognised for its worldly and unique décor, the award winning cuisine at L'Epicureo, and the local flavour created by the Rhode Island School of Design art that decorates each guestroom. Visit: www.hotelprovidence.com. Contact: Didi Lutz on didi.lutz@gmail.com. 

New Mexico:  Albuquerque

The New Mexico Museum of Natural History & Science is to open Albuquerque and the Personal Computer Revolution on 28 November. This will be the first museum exhibit dedicated to the history of the microcomputer and the software and hardware innovations. Contact Megan Mayo at media@itsatrip.org. 

New Mexico 

Five vintage Austin Sevens from Britain - all members of the 750 Motor Club, founded in 1939 mainly for such cars - plan to pass through New Mexico as they travel Old Route 66 from Chicago to Los Angeles. They will commence their journey on September 3, 2006, and plan to stop in Tucumcari on the night of 10 September, in Santa Fe on 11-12, Grants on the 13 and reach Santa Monica, California, by the 23. 

The participants include Richard and Marlies Bishop from Exeter, Devon in a 1938 sports; Ken and Eileen Cooke from Hertfordshire in a 1930 four-seat tourer (roadster); Vince Leek from Warminster and Diana Garside from North Carolina in a 1929 tourer; George and Joy Mooney from Bournemouth in a 1934 Cambridge special; Stan Price from Carlisle in a 1932 'box' saloon (sedan) and Veronica Garside from Swindon Wilts and Wendy Hider from Epsom in the support car.

Contact Sarah Robarts at Sarah@BallantinesPR.com. 

Ohio, Cleveland Botanical Gardens

In June, a rare chameleon was stolen from Cleveland Botanical Garden's Eleanor Armstrong Smith Glasshouse. Furcifer ousteleti, also known as Oustelet's Chameleon, native to Madagascar and Kenya, was on display in the permanent Madagascar exhibit and was one of the most popular attractions in the Glasshouse since its opening in 2003. Two baby chameleons were found in Maryland and are now on display at the botanical gardens. Visit: http://www.cbgarden.org/. Contact Peter Vertes at pvertes@cbgarden.org.

· Events, festivals and attractions 

Bermuda: The annual Bermuda Music Festival

The annual Bermuda Music Festival takes place from 4 to 7 October with a line-up of international and local stars, including Gladys Knight, Maze featuring Frankie Beverly and Charlie Wilson of The Gap Band. 

Bermuda, just six-and-a-half hours from London and just under two hours from New York, stretches for 21 miles along crystal blue waters, surrounded by a 200-square-mile coral reef plateau. Bermuda's activities offer a range of holiday options, including wreck dives, horseback riding and smooth pink beaches to relax on till dusk. Accommodation ranges from luxury resorts to intimate cottages, all incorporating the hospitality unique to the Bermuda experience. For more information, visit www.bermudatourism.com.

Contact Catriona Hamilton at catriona.hamilton@rooster.co.uk. 

New Mexico: the Santa Fe Artfest

Santa Fe, New Mexico, one of the nation's premier art markets and noted winter art destinations, is celebrating its 10th ARTfeast in February 2007wrtes Susan Suss. 

Surrounded by snow-capped mountains and blessed with more than 300 days of sunshine, Santa Fe is the perfect winter travel destination for collectors and connoisseurs interested in four-days of fine art, fine wine and fine food. 

ARTsmart, a non-profit association established by individual members of the Santa Fe Gallery Association, is hosting this long weekend of art and culinary activities from 22 to 25 February 2007. Visit: www.artfeast.com. Contact: Susan Suss at susanjsuss@aol.com. 

Europe events in October 

Throughout October there are a number of events taking place at easyJet destinations around Europe writes Samantha Day.


Scotland: The Moffat Walking Festival: 6 to 8 October 

The Moffat festival is a two-day event offering beginners and experienced walkers the chance to come together and enjoy the countryside with the community on-hand offering a warm welcome. If you wish to just sit back and relax we can’t think of a more relaxing environment to help you unwind.

Valencia: Land of Valencia Festival: 7 to 9 October 

 

The anniversary of the Reconquest of Valencia by King Jaume I is celebrated throughout the streets of Valencia with the whole city out and about to enjoy the Festival. It's not hard to understand why Spain has so many religious festivals when it is home to some of the most beautiful churches in Europe.  

Budapest: Budapest Autumn Festival: 13 to 22 October 

Budapest has fast become the meeting point for the new arts, presents projects representing novel directions in art genres.  Music, theatre, dance, fine arts and media arts, film and literature are readily available in the festival centre for you to enjoy. 

Copenhagen: Halloween in Tivoli: 13 to 22 October 

During the autumn mid-term school vacation, the old amusement park will be converted into the magical, haunting and spooky world of Halloween with witches, illuminated pumpkins, chestnuts and other fruits of the season. A great event for the whole family to enjoy.

 

Bremen: Bremen Freimarkt: 13 to 29 October 

Bremen Freimarkt is a city celebration in October, full of fun with over 100 floats, dancers and colourful bands parading through the streets on the second Saturday from noon; while a historic market in Liebfrauenkirchhof Square boasts music and street performers in period costume.


London: The 50th London Film Festival: 18 October - 2 November 

The British Film Institute presents the Times BFI London Film Festival. It is the UK's largest public film event, screening 300 films from 60 countries. This year it is celebrating its 590th anniversary, attracting Hollywood players and indie filmmakers from around the globe. Tribute is given to the blockbuster premieres, gala films and celebrities but also recognizing the magnificent effort given by the small independent films, foreign language cinema and documentary work. 

Belfast: International Arts Festival: 19 October to 4 November 

Every year, the largest festival of its kind in Ireland brings the best of international art to Belfast and brings international attention to the city's dynamic arts practitioners. The Festival covers all art forms including theatre, dance, classical music, literature, jazz, comedy, visual arts, folk music and popular music, attracting over 50,000 visitors.

Contact Samantha Day at samantha.day@easyjet.com.

The festival di Morgana (Puppet’s Festival) in Palermo, Sicily (9 to 26 November 2006) 

The Opera dei Pupi (puppet’s theatre) is a centuries old Sicilian tradition and has as main theme the adventures of the Crusaders, Saints and noble men and women of the Middle Ages. The puppets are richly dressed in historical costumes and the performances include traditional Sicilian songs and music. This will be the 31st year of the Festival and puppeteers from all over the world (India, Thailand, Japan etc) will come to Palermo to perform original shows alongside their Sicilian counterparts. Visit: www.palermo-1.it. Contact Stefania Gatta at stefaniagatta@italiantouristboard.co.uk.

Singapore, The Hungry Ghosts Festival 

During the 'Hungry Ghosts' Festival the Singaporean Chinese community pay tribute to ghosts who have been temporarily allowed to roam on earth.  The colourful and musical festival takes place in the seventh lunar (Chinese) month until 21 September.

It is a common sight at this time to see dramatic Chinese opera 'wayang' shows and Ge Tai (singing on stage) performed on outdoor stages in residential neighbourhoods.  These events are always held at night to please the wandering ghosts.  Empty seats are kept at the front for the ghosts to sit in.  

Sumptuous meals are prepared and offerings given, including burning fake money (known as 'hell money') or even paper houses, cars or TVs, to appease the spirits and ward off bad luck.  The Chinese believe that these offerings stop the ghosts getting destructive on earth as well as providing them with some home comforts in the afterlife.

In late September and October Singapore celebrates Deepavali, Hari Raya and the Mid-Autumn 'mooncakes' Festival.

Contact Abby Hillier on 020 7287 0652 or at Abby@keenepa.co.uk 

· Reasons to write about

The US Virgin Islands

By Viktorija Sokolova

St. Croix

The largest of the United States Virgin Islands with 82 square miles in area.  Christiansted and Frederiksted are the two main towns. The architectural quality and historic interest of this once Danish West Indies capital has made part of Christiansted (founded in 1734) a National Historic Site. 

The most popular attractions on the island include Salt River where Columbus' crew landed in November of 1493, Buck Island National Reef Monument, Point Udall- the eastern most point of St. Croix, the famous Cruzan Rum Distillery and Estate Whim Plantation Museum.

St. Thomas

Charlotte Amalie is the capital of the United States Virgin Islands and the most popular cruise port in the Caribbean. The harbour town offers world-class duty-free shopping and dining with attraction such as Blackbeard’s Castle, Historic Fort Christian which houses the Virgins Museum, Crown House, Seven Arches Museum, and Government Hill. 

It is also the base for several regattas and fishing, The island is home to the world famous Mountain Top and the traditional ‘daiquiri’, Coral World Marine Park & Observatory, Estate St. Peter Greathouse, Botanical Gardens, and award-winning beach Magens Bay. 

There is also the Mahogany Run Golf Course and Water Island, the fourth Virgin, is 10 minutes away by ferry.

St. John

The smallest of the Virgins, two-thirds of St. John's 19 square miles is designated as protected national park land. 

In St. John visitors can experience the beauty of some of the most renowned beaches, (Trunk Bay and Cinnamon Bay), explore Reef Bay Trail, the most famous of 34 hiking trails in the island, as well as visiting Bordeaux Mountain (St. John’s highest peak), and Coral Bay with it’s picturesque harbours.

Contact Viktorija Sokolova at ksenija@destination-marketing.co.uk
Kerala, Southern India

On the go tours offers the chance to explore Kerala in Southern India for 8-days, staying in colonial bungalows, plantation homes and a riceboat. 

The 8-day, 7-night tour starts and ends in seaside city of Kochi in Kerala, a narrow, fertile strip on India’s southwest Malabar coast that sits between the Lakshadweep Sea and the misty, densely forested mountains of the Western Ghats. 

 

Kerala is popularly regarded as God’s own country with its sublime palm-fringed beaches, tranquil backwater lagoons, sprawling coffee and tea plantations, lofty hill stations, verdant jungle, monuments, temples, wildlife sanctuaries, exotic cuisine and diverse arts scene.

 

There’s a visit Kochi, the virgin hills of the Western Ghats amongst rubber, pepper and coconut plantations; Alapuzzha (Alleppey) and the tranquil Emerald Isle, the Keralan Backwaters and Kootayam or Vagamon.

Visit: www.onthegotours.com. Contact: Julie Collins at julie@onthegotours.com.

Arequipa, Peru


The colonial city of Arequipa in Peru is known as the White City (Ciudad Blanca) because of the many and magnificent temples, convents, big houses and palaces. 
And Arequipa also offers exquisite cuisine, beautiful landscapes of countryside, majestic volcanoes, challenges and adventures in Colca Canyon and the natural warmth of friendly people willing to make every tourist enjoy their visit. 

There is also an average of 300 days of sun and transparent blue skies. 

The Colca Canyon, the deepest on the earth, has landscapes of indescribable beauty and is acknowledged as one of the best areas of natural scenery in the world. 
It is an excellent place for canoeing, and for the lovers of extreme adventure. High altitude trekking is also possible to the summits and snowy craters of the Misti and Chachani volcanoes.
Peru’s newest low cost airline, Wayra Peru, is now flying morning and evening services between the Peruvian capital and Arequipa. 

Contact Paul Argyle on +44 (0) 870 6080737
Autumn in the Alsace 

Autumn is a great time to visit Alsace as it offers some of the best short break opportunities in France writes Toby Oliver. 

Touring the vineyards

Touring the vineyards of Alsace during early autumn is an experience not to be missed and there are many opportunities for motorists and cyclists alike along the official 170-kilometre Wine Route.

It runs from North West of the regional capital Strasbourg to Thann, south of Colmar, through the Alsace plain and the foothills of the Vosges mountains. All along the route, as it winds through pretty villages and past medieval castles, there are stop-offs for tasting and buying at wineries. 

The main wine festivals take place in early October in Eguisheim, Molsheim and Obernai.

 

Visit www.vinsalsace.com
The liberation of Alsace

November marks the 62nd anniversary of the liberation of Alsace from German occupation in the Second World War and military history enthusiasts should visit the remains of the famous Maginot Line in the north of the region. 

Built between 1920 and 1940, the 700 kms line of fortifications stretched from the French borders with Italy in the south to Belgium in the north, with nearly 200 kms of The Line running through Alsace. 

Today there are many remains to be seen including blockhouses, forts, bunkers and underground communication headquarters. Amongst the most impressive are the forts at Schoenenbourg and Lembach. Schoenenbourg is open everyday until the end of September and on Sundays during October while Lembach is open everyday until the middle of November. 

Visit: www.lignemaginot.com  

 

Bioscope

Bioscope, which is dedicated to exploring life and is based on a theme of Man and his Environment, is located at Ungersheim, near Mulhouse in the heart of the beautiful Alsace plain. 

The centre faces the Vosges mountain range in an exceptional natural setting within a state-preserved forest. Its creation reflects the theory that life on earth began by organic molecules created by meteorites, hence the choice of site beside the Ensisheim meteorite that fell to earth in Alsace in 1492.

Bioscope is open until 12 November 2006 when it will close for the winter months. Visit: www.lebioscope.com
 

Visit: www.tourism-alsace.com. Contact Toby Oliver at Toby@oliverrelations.co.uk. 
Safaris for kids

It's the dream of many a child to go on an exciting adventure in a far off distant land, where they'll encounter wild animals roaming free and perhaps even meet up with the exotic, colourful natives writes Pip Lustgarten.
Maniago Safaris, one of Africa's leading travel destination management companies, has created kid-friendly safaris for the whole family to enjoy. 

What children want to do can be quite different from what their parents enjoy, and Maniago has developed lots of activities and specialised trips designed specifically to appeal to the younger crowd. 

One such excursion is to Stanley's Camp, a 260,000-acre expanse of untamed bush in Botswana, which includes getting to know the camp's herd of semi-habituated elephants. 

The kids can walk with the herd on their daily foraging trips and enjoy the sort of close, personal encounter that will remain a lasting memory. 

Meeting will highlight a visit to the Masai Mara game reserve, with its rich and varied wildlife, with members of the tribe of fabled Masai warriors. 
These people have a long history steeped in storytelling and enjoy passing on their wondrous tales to the spellbound children who visit. 
Kids love camping and the chance to stay in a tent with hippos wallowing in a nearby river, while a Masai warrior keeps watch outside is one most would relish. 

Visit: www.maniagosafaris.com. Contact: Pip Lustgarten at Pip@BallantinesPR.com.

Christmas in Europe 

Cruise through Christmas 

Float off on a four-day Christmas market cruise with VFB Holidays. A floating hotel travels the Rhine through dramatic gorges where fairytale castles cling dramatically to sheer cliffs, stopping at the famous Christmas markets of Boppard, Koblenz and, of course, Cologne where the journey finishes. Visit: www.vfbholidays.co.uk. 

Christmas shopping in Prague

Christmas shopping in Prague with Kirker Holidays: five-star hotel from just £464 pp. 

With its medieval city centre and fairytale castle, Prague is perfect for a festive break. Wenceslas Square and the Old Town Square are both filled with Christmas Market stalls selling wooden toys, cut glass and handicrafts. Hot wine and waffles will keep out the cold whilst you browse. Visit: www.kirkerholidays.co.uk. 
A train tour featuring Innsbruck's Christmas Market

Combine Innsbruck's Christmas Market with a spectacular escorted train tour around Europe this winter. Set up around a giant, illuminated tree in the heart of Innsbruck's 'Old City', the market includes glass handicrafts and Tyrolean toys among its many quirky offerings. This seven-day itinerary also features a train journey along the banks of the Rhine, past Lake Constance and over the Arlberg Pass into Austria. Visit: www.festtravel.co.uk. 

Gothenburg for a pre-Christmas spree

From mid-November to 23 December, Liseberg Amusement Park (Sweden's most popular visitor attraction) is decorated with 700 Christmas trees, six kilometres of spruce garlands and more than three million sparkling lights for its annual, buzzing Christmas market. Visit: www.elite.se and www.west-sweden.com. 

Contact Richard Mellor at r.mellor@travelpr.co.uk.  

Mississippi’s Gulf Coast 

Nearly eleven months after Hurricane Katrina there are real signs that the Mississippi Gulf Coast is well on the way to recovery writes Ros Woodin.  

Nearly $120 billion in federal relief money is now beginning to be seen hitting the ground. Work on the U.S. 90 bridges is underway and the massive clean up is nearly complete.  

There remains much to be done along the Coast, but serious progress has been made and the results so far can be seen.

Most golf courses have now reopened and airline bookings to Gulfport-Biloxi next month are 14% above last August, pre-Katrina.

In addition 6,800 of 17,500 pre-Katrina hotel rooms are now open with occupancy averaging 80 to 90%.

The Casino industry is also rebounding strongly with the opening of five casinos, which are  Boomtown Casino, IP Hotel and Casino, Isle of Capri Casino Resort, Palace Casino Resort and Treasure Bay Casino. 

Other Casinos due to open including the Grand Casino Biloxi (August 15), Beau Rivage Resort & Casino (August 29), Island view Casino Resort (early September), Hollywood Casino, Bay St.Louis (the fall of 2006), Silver Slipper (mid-October) and the Hard Rock Casino (July 4, 2007). 

There are also several new casino resorts proposed and waiting planning approval.  

The coast had 12 casinos before Katrina and it is hoped that there will be as many as 20 by 2010.

For further information on the post-Katrina clear up operation visit: www.gulfcoastnews.com 

Contact Ros Woodin at ros@david-nicholson.com.

Atlanta’s link to Gone with the Wind

Summer 2006 marks the 70th anniversary of the publication of Margaret Mitchell’s Gone With The Wind, writes David Nicholson. 

Within months of its publication, a million copies had been sold and it would go on to become the world’s best-selling novel and inspire the world’s most-watched movie. 


Seventy years on, Gone With The Wind remains the best-selling novel of all-time and still

sells 250,000 copies a year. 

Georgia is still steeped in the history and characters of the novel, as well as the legendary 1939 film, and over the years the city of Atlanta and the state of Georgia have done much to celebrate the genius of Margaret Mitchell. 

Among the best visitor attractions are:

The Road To Tara Museum

The Road To Tara Museum situated only 15 miles from Atlanta, in Jonesboro, Clayton County. In 1969, Jonesboro was designated the “official home of Gone With The Wind” by the author’s brother, Stephens Mitchell. Visit: www.visitscarlett.com
The Stately Oaks Plantation 

The Stately Oaks Plantation. Also in Jonesboro is the historic This 1839 planter’s home gives visitors a very real flavour of life in the era of Gone With The Wind. Clayton County was the location Margaret Mitchell chose for her fictional Tara. Visit: www.historicaljonesboro.org
The Margaret Mitchell Museum

The Margaret Mitchell Museum is situated in the heart of midtown Atlanta. The historic apartment at 10th & Peachtree is the place where Margaret Mitchell sat and wrote her novel over a 10-year period. Visit: www.gwtw.org
Gone With The Wind Movie Museum

In nearby Marietta is the Gone With The Wind Movie Museum. Gathered together in a 19th Century cotton warehouse is the world’s largest and most comprehensive collection of memorabilia connected with the world’s best-loved novel and film. Visit: www.gwtwmarietta.com
The Gone With The Wind Premier Pass

The Gone With The Wind Premier Pass is a great tourist value admitting the buyer to five Atlanta area attractions that provide a special insight into Margaret Mitchell’s quintessential Southern saga. 

These include: Stately Oaks, The Road to Tara Museum, The Margaret Mitchell House and Museum, Cyclorama and the Landmarks Through History Trolley Tour. 

Visit www.georgia.org. Contact: david@david-nicholson.com
· A place to stay 

Tintswalo at Waterfall, South Africa

Tintswalo at Waterfall, a boutique hotel and sister property of Tintswalo Safari Lodge opens in November 2006 at Sandton, South Africa.

It is located on the grounds of the exclusive 500-acre Waterfall Country & Equestrian Estate, which is 10 minutes north of the Sandton CBD (Central Business District) between Woodmead and Kyalami.  

The building, designed to emulate a barn with thick, stone-clad walls, double volume spaces and heavy bolted timber roof trusses, has sixteen rooms, complete with custom-designed furnishings evoking a South African country estate. 

A full-service hydrotherapy spa will offer a Vichy Shower, Hydro Bath, and Sauna/Steam Room, combined with state-of-the-art treatment rooms adding another level of relaxation.  

VIP transportation is available for transfers to and from Johannesburg International Airport, as are guided day tours and shopping expeditions.

Guests can book a private flight to the original Tintswalo Safari Lodge, which is located in the Manyaleti Reserve, just 90 minutes via private plane from Johannesburg.

Contact Samantha Oehl at samantha@andriamitsakospr.com. 




The St Regis, New York 

John Jacob Astor opened the St. Regis in 1904 for high-society friends and fellow robber barons because he thought Manhattan needed an over-the-top luxury hotel that pampered the leisure and business classes in equal measure. 

The St. Regis is back at the pinnacle of the hospitality industry, having been selected as the top choice by a high-powered panel of senior corporate and financial executives surveyed by the Institutional Investor magazine for its 25th annual ranking of the World's Best Hotel. 

For the complete list of the top 50 hotels in the world, as ranked by respondents to Institutional Investor's World's Best Hotels visit: http://www.theworldsbesthotels.com.

Contact Kerry Kane at kerry@kerrykane.com. 




Small boutique hotels for less than £100 a night

Travel Intelligence - the ‘best of the best’ hotel & destination travel website has selected three small boutique hotels for less than £100 per night all year round. 

The first of these boutique hotels is the Andalucian boutique town house hotel Hotel Escondrijo, which is hidden amongst a labyrinth of narrow cobbled streets between white washed houses in the centre of the hilltop town of Vejer de la Frontera in Andalusia.

The second is one of Madrid's most stylish boutique hotels, the Hotel Mario, which is designed by Angel Verdu, who is one of the most innovative designers to hit Spain's hotel scene. 

The third is the exquisite Parisian Hotel Mayet, which is tucked away between the rue du Cherche Midi - known for its antique shops and fashion boutiques - and the rue de Sèvres - where you will find the famous Le Bon, in the fashionable 6th arrondisement – the Invalides district. 

Travel Intelligence features over 3,500 of the world's most special hotels, resorts and hideaways, from boutique hotels to classic grand dames and charming hideaway hotels. 

Visit: www.travelintelligence.net. Contact James Dunford Wood at james@travelintelligence.com. 

Hotel Marqués de Riscal, Spain 

The Hotel Marqués de Riscal, in the heart of the Rioja Alavesa region in Spain, will open on 1 September 2006. 

Designed and built by Frank O. Gehry, one of the world’s most acclaimed architects, and nestled in the renowned Vinos de los Herderos del Marqués de Riscal’s vineyard, its spectacular curves, and titanium roof provide an elegant contrast to the historic 1850s wine cellars. 

Featuring 43 luxury suites, a Caudalie Vinothérapie Spa, state-of-the-art meetings and conference facilities, guests will also be able to taste the creative and traditional Basque-Riojan cuisine of Chef Francis Paniego, who in 2004 was the first Riojan chef to receive a Michelin star, and starting this autumn can attend his culinary classes.  Visit: www.luxurycollection.com/marquesderiscal Contact: Sarah Moreira, at sarah.moreira@starwoodhotels.com. 

Skeleton Coast Camp, Namibia

Wilderness Safaris' Skeleton Coast Camp is the first establishment ever to win 5 out of 5 flowers in the national Eco Awards Namibia.

Set in a beautiful, wild and uninhabited landscape, Skeleton Coast Camp has six luxurious tented rooms in a private concession of over 600,000 acres, 20 kms from the coast. 

Oryx, gemsbok, giraffe and elephant are among the animals that inhabit this harsh environment. 

A Skeleton Coast safari will take you to Himba villages and shipwreck sites, to seal colonies and roaring dunes, to hidden water that sustains life and attracts wildlife. Track desert-adapted elephant or fish for salmon; explore by vehicle and on foot. 

Visit: www.wilderness-safaris.com. Contact Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk.

The Ponte Vedra Inn & Club, Florida

The new deluxe Spa Ponte Vedra Inn & Club, which is 20 miles southeast of Jacksonville, Florida opens in October 2006 replacing the AAA Five-Diamond resort's current facility with more than three times the space, 22 treatment rooms, a lavish salon, new services and an array of special features. Highlights include:

The Gathering Room - a grand social lounge and dining area with 30-foot- high ceilings and an open kitchen that will also be used for cooking demonstrations.

The Barbershop - this masculine retreat overlooks the resort's famed Ocean Course's #2 fairway. Featuring an old-fashioned barber chair for shaves and haircuts, this barbershop is updated with a wide-screen plasma television so important sporting events are not missed.

Unique Water Features - opulent specialty pools and waterfalls with lush tropical landscaping, beverage and snack bar.

Established in 1928, the Ponte Vedra Inn & Club has a long tradition as Northeast Florida's finest private club and oceanfront resort. 

It enjoys a prestigious AAA Five-Diamond rating. Situated on miles of wide pristine beach, the property features 250 guest rooms and suites; two 18-hole golf courses; a highly-rated tennis program; full-service spa; gym facility; fine boutiques and world-class dining. 

Visit: www.pvresorts.com. Caryn Best, cbest@burdetteketchum.com

Seabird Key, Florida Keys 

Luxuriate on Private Seabird Key: just a five-minute boat ride from Marathon in the Middle Keys lies Seabird Key, a 10-acre private tropical paradise available for vacation rental writes Lisa Cooper. 

Guests can luxuriate in a beautiful "Old Florida" beach house with expansive decks and porches, high cathedral ceilings and spiral staircase. 

A private sandy beach is just steps away, while the widow's walk high above the treetops provides extraordinary sunset views. Visit: www.seabirdkey.com. Contact: Lisa Cooper at lisa@kbc-pr.com.
The Historic Inns of Spring Lake, New Jersey

The Historic Inns of Spring Lake are a distinguished collection of Victorian bed and breakfasts and boutique hotels in the radiantly refined Atlantic seashore town of Spring Lake, New Jersey. 

New Jersey’s oceanfront community of Spring Lake is rich in history, charm, style and unquestionably a place with heart. Then (1870’s -1880’s), it was the heyday of the rich & famous enjoying summer months of uncompromised luxury.  

Today, the newly organized alliance of (11) Historic Inns of Spring Lake have carved a niche of their own for discerning guests who enjoy cherished getaways to their favourite town with a pedigree.
The 11 properties, unequalled for personalised service and amenities, bring romance, elegance and history to life.  

Greater Spring Lake is midway between Philadelphia and Manhattan (approximately 65 miles). 

Contact: Leigh Cort at leighc@aug.com. 

· Travel on TV

Discovery Travel & Living channel 

The Smiths’ Hotels for 2: UK Premiere: Sundays at 9pm from 24 September 

The Smiths’ Hotels for 2 is a stylish brings the publishing phenomenon of the Mr and Mrs Smith hotel guides to TV.  The Mr and Mrs Smith travel guides have become an essential tool for design-conscious urban couples planning that special weekend away. Destinations include, Shanghai, Sydney and Cape Town.
Anthony Bourdain: No Reservations 2: UK Premiere: Fridays at 9pm, from 22 September

Best-selling author, reluctant celebrity chef, culinary adventurer, drinker, smoker, hedonist… Anthony Bourdain gets itchy feet once again as he travels to more exotic and captivating locations. Visiting countries as diverse as, Beirut, Mexico, Korea and Ethiopia, Anthony’s world tour takes him to meet the people and see the places that delve beyond the realms of food.  

Jodie Kidd’s Fashion Avenue 2 : UK Premiere: Wednesdays at 10pm from 13 September

With London Fashion Week this September, Discovery Travel & Living, brings you more chic shopping on a budget with supermodel, Jodie Kidd.  Series two follows Jodie as she explores the most stylish streets of the world.
Big Texas Big Hair: Channel Premiere: Mondays at 9pm from 18 September

Salon Pompeo is a trendy Dallas salon that is home to a host of colourful stylists who pamper to the needs of a glittering list of Dallas personalities! Salon owner, Deanna presides over a steady stream of the city's most elite as they book in for plucking, waxing, dyes and dries!  

Visit: www.travelandliving.co.uk. Contact: Carolyn Fursse at carolyn_fursse@discovery-europe.com. For preview tapes contact Lindsay McClelland at lindsay_mcclelland@discovery-europe.com.  For photography visit: www.press.discovery.com 

· Transport links 

Air travel

White Airlines

White Airlines. A new commuter carrier based at Sandown Airport on the Isle of Wight, has introduced twice daily flights on Monday, Wednesday and Friday to London City Airport, and a single service to Guernsey on Monday and Friday.  Visit: http://www.wightairlines.co.uk.

easyJet 

easyJet, has launched a daily service between London Luton and Istanbul's Sabhia Gokcen International Airport. Contact easyJet press office at press.office@easyJet.com. 
Air Berlin

Air Berlin carried one million more passengers in the first seven months of 2006 than in the comparable period of the previous year. Contact Angelika Schwaff at schwaff@airberlin.com.

Copa Airlines

Copa Airlines offers a non-stop service to Panama City from Miami, New York City, Los Angeles and Orlando. It also flies 110 daily scheduled flights to 35 destinations in 21 countries in North, Central and South America and the Caribbean and access to flights to more than 120 other international destinations through code share agreements with Continental Airlines and other airlines. Visit: www.copa-airlines.co.uk. Contact Paul Argyle at Pargyle@flightdirectors.com.

Virgin Atlantic

Virgin Atlantic Airways has launched a new entertainment service that enables passengers to get any question answered during their flight. AQA, which stands for Any Question Answered, is a text service whereby any question can be sent to 63336 in the UK, or 57275 in Ireland, and the answer is texted directly back to the phone. Contact: Katie Francis at Katie.Francis@fly.virgin.com.

Jet2.com

Jet2.com, the UK North’s low cost airline, is to fly to Krakow, in Poland, from Leeds Bradford and Newcastle from October. The airline is also to launch year-round low cost flights from Manchester to Milan. Contact: Jonathan Priestley at jonathan@lucrecommunications.com.

Malev Hungarian Airlines

National carrier Malev Hungarian Airlines now issues e-Invoices for all electronic tickets purchased online. The e-Invoice is easily downloaded from the Malev website by simply clicking on a link provided in the confirmation email thus saving time and hassle in keeping track of invoices. Contact: Wendy Walker at w.walker@ittfa.org.

Ryanair

Ryanair is to introduce a direct link from Liverpool to Alghero in Sardinia and to Ancona in Le Marche from 3 October 2006. Visit: www.ryanair.com
 

Aer Lingus

Aer Lingus is to introduce a new direct flight from Dublin to Turin in Piedmont within its winter schedule. Visit: www.aerlingus.com
· From our members 

Images of Larnaka and The Palm Beach Hotel

John Farrar has images to anyone who is writing about Larnaka and The Palm Beach Hotel. The pictures can be viewed at www.virtuallarnaka.com. Contact John Farrar at jmdf@globalnet.co.uk.

· Tips 

Successful networking in different cultures

Dr. Ivan Misner, Founder and Chairman of BNI, an international referral networking organization, offers three tips for successful networking in different cultures.

Business card etiquette

Exchanging business cards is an essential part of most cultures. The business card means much more in the Asian culture than it does in America or Europe. It's an extension of the individual and is treated with respect.

Consideration of Personal Space

Some cultural dynamics are fine with close, personal interaction, while others demand a bigger bubble. This is not a point to underestimate. For Americans, they are typically : public space (ranges from 12 to 25 feet), social space (ranges from 4 to 10 feet), personal space (ranges from 2 to 4 feet), and intimate space (ranges out to one foot).

Use of Slang

When using slang in a business environment, keep in mind that a phrase that means one thing in the USA or Europe might have no meaning -- or a very different meaning -- to a person from another culture. One great resource for information on customs and business etiquette is www.ExecutivePlanet.com.

Read the whole story online at: http://www.entrepreneur.com/article/0,4621,328260,00.html. 

Visit www.bni.com. 

· The next issue

The next issue of the International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin will be issued in October. 

Archived issues are available at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 

· Contacts 

The International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 776 419 8286, and

Charo Moreno at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 781 805 2331 
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