1
[image: image2.png]¢

The International

Travel Writers
Alliance





[image: image1.png]¢

The International

Travel Writers
Alliance






Issue number 5: October 2006

Providing key information in a no-frills format for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Editor
Ashley Gibbins

travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk
In this issue

· Opportunities

· Windsor Golf and Country Club, Kenya, 1 to 5 November 2006

· The Macau music festival: 21 to 25 October 2006

· The International Jazz Festival, Prague: 30 October to 1 November 06 
· The International pairs: Carnoustie and St Andrews, Scotland: 9 to 11October, 2006 

· Press trips to Cumbria- the UK’s Lake District

· Fright nights at Alton Towers, UK

· Travel Writing workshop, Paris

· Industry news

· Leads

· Events, festivals and attractions





· Reasons to write about …

· The Fijian island of Denarau
· The Himalaya Classic Rally
· Meaningful train tours
· The Great Sea Reef off Fiji's Nukubati Island

· Driving Iceland 

· A place to stay

· Papoose Creek Lodge, Montana, USA
· Mandarin Oriental, Prague

· Greywalls, East Lothian, Scotland
· Landmark Mandarin Oriental, Hong Kong
· Curtain Bluff, Antigua 

· Hotels in Edinburgh, Scotland
· Nosy Iranja, Madagascar

· Transport links 

· Contacts 

· Opportunities

Here are opportunities for Alliance members that have come through in the last couple of weeks. 

For a list of all opportunities visit www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com and click on opportunities.

Windsor Golf and Country Club, Kenya, 1 to 5 November 2006 

There aren't many golf courses in the world where your view of the green is obscured by a wandering giraffe, your playing partner is a Masai tribesman golf pro, and you find yourself chipping between the legs of a stubborn hippo writes Pip Lustgarten. 

But then there is nothing quite likes playing golf in Kenya.

Maniago is organising a press trip from 1 to 5 November 2006. Contact Pip Lustgarten at Pip@ballantinespr.com for more information. 

Maniago, one of Africa's leading tour operators specializing in exclusive safaris, offers a golf safari that combines playing some of Kenya's finest courses with viewing the country's exotic wildlife; occasionally at the same time. 

Kenya boasts some wonderful, challenging golf courses set in a variety of spectacular landscapes. 

The majestic Windsor Golf and Country Club boasts a colony of Sykes monkeys who make for unusual, if not always engrossed, spectators. In contrast, those visiting the Aberdare Golf Club will enjoy playing a round of golf in the company of warthogs and giraffes. After a visit to Aberdare's 19th hole, those clients keen to see more of Kenya's bountiful wildlife will be driven to The Ark for an evening of game viewing. 

 A trip to Mt Kenya will include a night at the renowned Mt Kenya Safari Club. At 6000ft, its elevated 9 hole golf course may leave clients a little breathless, but thrilled at how far their drives travel. Clients will also get to play at Kenya's foremost course, the Muthaiga Golf Club. 

Maniago also includes a visit to the Great Rift Valley Lodge and Golf Resort, which offers stunning views and early risers the possibility of encountering a hippo strolling languidly across the fairway. 

Those who would rather not see a vast mammal blocking their deft approach shot to the 12th green but in a more fitting setting, will enjoy a visit to the Lake Nakuru National Park. There, black and white rhinos roam amongst the millions of flamingos, and the occasional lion and leopard. Animal lovers will also enjoy a true safari experience with a visit to the world famous Masai Mara Game Reserve. 

Visit: www.maniagosafaris.com. Contact Pip Lustgarten at Pip@ballantinespr.com. 

The Macau music festival: 21 to 25 October 2006 

Alliance members are invited to apply for a place on a press trip to Macau from the 21st-25th October 2006 to experience this thriving destination during one of its most popular annual events.

The Macau music festival is a highlight in the Macau calendar and a truly authentic experience. 

Visitors have the opportunity to experience Macau's unique Portuguese, Chinese and Macanese history, culture and gastronomy, as well as UNESCO World Heritage sites. 

If you are interested in the press trip of for more information please contact Kate Fenton on 020 8877 4503 or at kate@representationplus.co.uk.

The International Jazz Festival, Prague: 30 October to 1 November 06

Alliance members are invited to apply for a place on an upcoming press trip to Prague during the International Jazz Festival. 

The trip will be a two-night stay at the Corinthia Towers hotel in one of Central Europe's finest cities. The streets of Prague will be bustling with activity during the 5-day event attracting music lovers worldwide. 

The Corinthia Towers Hotel is renowned for its cuisine including fine dining, Asian restaurant, Weekend Family Brunch and February's seafood extravaganza.

For more information please contact Kate Fenton on 020 8877 4503 or at kate@representationplus.co.uk. 

The International pairs: Carnoustie and St Andrews, Scotland: 9 to 11October, 2006

Hundreds of golfers from across the UK will be descending upon the west coast of Scotland between 9 and 11 October for the International Pairs UK finals.

Alliances members are invited to be among the 20 journalists joining them and enjoying three rounds of golf.

You will stay with the finalists at the Carnoustie Hotel, venue for the 2007 Open Championship.

Arriving in Scotland on Monday you will play golf in the afternoon before checking in at Carnoustie and attending the welcome reception in the evening. 

Moregolf on Tuesday before returning to Carnoustie in time to enjoy the evening’s famous International Pairs gala dinner.

On Wednesday travel with the finalists to St Andrews Bay to play one of the resort’s two championship courses returning to the clubhouse in time to see the final few holes of the competition and witness the prize giving.

The International Pairs is in its eighth year and is now a global phenomenon with more than 30 countries running their own national event. Competitors in Scotland will be fighting for the right to call themselves English, Scottish, Welsh or UK champions and the chance to progress to the 2007 world final.

To confirm your interest please email Lee Todd at lee@prcpr.co.uk with contact and commission details.

Press trips to Cumbria- the UK’s Lake District

The autumn edition of Lake District News, Cumbria Tourism’s newsletter for travel writers and journalists is available at http://www.cumbriatourism.org/press/media/newsletters/News_sept06.pdf
 
Cumbria Tourism is happy to arrange press trips to Cumbria – The Lake District.

Visit: www.golakes.co.uk
 
To discuss or arrange a trip contact Ellis Butcher on 01539 825020 or email ebutcher@cumbriatourism.org. 
Fright nights at Alton Towers, UK 

Fright Nights, the leading UK ghost hunt specialist, is set to break the Guinness World Records by staging the ‘World's Biggest Ghost Hunt’ at Alton Towers on 31 October from 7:00pm – 12:00 midnight. The ghost hunt will be held in Alton Towers gothic ruins, allegedly haunted by 15 different ghosts.

The rules set by the Guinness World Records demand that Fright Nights conduct an in-depth scientific ghost hunting experiment which all attendees will be requested to take part in and record their experiences. 

The experiment will be conducted by an official adjudicator and a para-psychological university based team. Visit: www.frightnights.co.uk. Alliance members wishing to attend the ghost hunt should contact Tanya Lavin at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk on 01926 620028.

Total Course Fishing 

Total Course Fishing looking for adventurous angling tales from travel writers who can provide top quality copy and images, which will inspire readers. The text should be about targeting freshwater species only, and be about getting there and being there and all the experiences that go with that, as well as about successfully targeting the fish. The author needs to be from the UK. The word count is 2000 words. Contact Gareth Purnell, editor, at gareth.purnell@btinternet.com.

Travel Writing workshop, Paris

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on the first intensive, daylong Paris Travel Writing Workshop with Dea Birkett and Rory Maclean on Saturday 11 November 2006. It will take place at the famous Left Bank Shakespeare and Company bookstore. The fee is £99.99 for full day with a 10% discount for Alliance members. Contact travelworkshops@deabirkett.com. 

· Industry news

The 2006 World Travel Awards

The 2006 World Travel Awards have been announced.

Among the winners are:

· World's Leading Attraction: British Airways London Eye, England 

· World’s Leading Beach: Providenciales, Turks & Caicos 

· World's Leading Boutique Hotel: The Saxon, South Africa 

· World's Leading Boutique Resort: Vila Joya, Portugal 

· World’s Leading Cruise Ship: Cunard “QM2” 

· World's Leading Destination: Orlando 

· World’s Leading Ecotourism Destination: Tobago Main Ridge Rain Forest 

· World’s Leading Eco Resort: El Santuario, Valle de Bravo, Mexico 

· World's Leading Honeymoon Destination: St. Lucia 

· World's Most Romantic Resort: Sandals Grande Antigua Resort & Spa 

· World's Leading Hotel: Burj Al Arab, Dubai 

· World's Leading Luxury Train: Royal Canadian Pacific 

· World's Leading Resort: Forte Village Resort, Italy 

· World's Leading Ski Destination: St. Moritz  

· World's Leading Theme Park/Attraction: Universal Studios, Florida 

· World's Leading Travel Experience by Train: Vancouver – Banff, GoldLeaf Service, Rocky Mountaineer Vacations, Canada 

· World’s Leading TV Channel for Travellers: BBC World 

Visit: www.worldtravelawards.com. Contact:  jo@southernspoor.co.za.
 

Sir Wally Herbert

A gala evening for Sir Wally Herbert (71), leader of the first crossing of the Arctic Ocean - and of the first surface journey to the North Geographic Pole is to be held at the Royal Geographical Society in Kensington, London SW7 at 6.15pm on 18 October 2006.

A glittering array of explorers, film stars, and public figures will be supporting the event including Sir Ranulph Fiennes (by video), Sir Chris Bonington, Sandi Toksvig, John Alderton, Robin Hanbury-Tenison and Pen Hadow are confirmed with more household names in the wings.  

 
Tickets are £30 for the gala performance-only, while VIP tickets to include champagne reception, gala performance, dinner and celebrity auction are £250. Contact Kari Herbert at kari@kariherbert.com.

The 2007 Miss America Pageant

The 2007 Miss America Pageant will return to the Aladdin Resort & Casino in Las Vegas. The two-hour telecast will air live on CMT on Monday 29 January 2007 at 8 p.m., ET/PT. Visit: www.missamerica.org. Contact Sharon Pearce at sharon@missamerica.org. 

Ice Cricket 

Baltic Adventures' has unveiled its annual ice cricket programme this winter social and corporate tournaments and the ice cricket world cup. Visit www.balticadventures.co.uk/Sports/Ice-Cricket.htm. Contact Julian Tall at julian@balticadventures.co.uk. 

First Luggage

First Luggage enables consumers to send their luggage ahead of them, with their bags being collected from home or place of work the day prior to departure and delivered to their holiday destination in time for arrival – relieving all the stress of baggage worries altogether. The service operates worldwide and was voted as one of the top 10 most promising businesses in the UK at the ‘Start Up Stars Awards’. Visit: www.firstluggage.com. Contact Caroline Parrish at CParrish@TheCommunicationGroup.co.uk.
Korea travel awareness resource

The Korea Tourism Organization has launched an online travel training resource at www.koreatraining.com providing visitors with the chance to learn about South Korea and Seoul, which is becoming one of Asia’s stopover capitals Contact R Salameh at London@mail.knto.or.kr.

Royal Caribbean Cruise Line

The Royal Caribbean Cruise Line has been voted best Cruise Line (large ships) in the Condé 

Nast Traveller Readers’ Awards. Royal Caribbean International is a global cruise vacation company with 20 ships in service and three under construction. The company also offers cruisetour vacations in Alaska, Canada and Europe. Visit: www.royalcaribbean.co.uk. Contact Sarah Rathbone at sarah.rathbone@sirenpr.co.uk. 

Map24

Map24, the Internet portal for maps, directions and points of interest, has launched Map24 Mobile, a route planner, navigation and search aid for mobile phones and PDAs (Personal Digital Assistants). The Map24 Mobile software can be downloaded free at www.map24.com. Glen Goldsmith at glen@2thefore.biz. 
W Hotel for Istanbul

W Hotels, the luxury hotel brand, is to open a new hotel in Istanbul, Turkey, in late 2007. The W Istanbul will ‘embody a multicultural, multi-religious city, situated at the point where Europe meets Asia’. The hotel will be in close proximity to the Bosphorus Strait and Nisantasi, the city’s most fashionable shopping district and a short drive to the Old City, the Blue Mosque and the Istanbul Modern art museum. Visit: www.whotels.com. Contact Antonia Koumantaropoulou at antonia.koumantaropoulou@starwoodhotels.com.

Cosmos Holidays

Cosmos Holidays, the UK’s independent tour operator, has announced the launch of its new dedicated ‘Virginia Beaches & Beyond’ brochure for 2007 with Monarch charter flights from Kent International Airport to Norfolk, Virginia.  Contact Barbara Kurau on 020 8466 8199; bkurau@cosmos.co.uk.

Westin Hotels & Resorts

Westin Hotels & Resorts is marking the six-month milestone of its smoke-free conversion in North America with Breathing LightsSM installations in its lobbies nationwide.  The artistically designed projections count the number of fresh breaths taken by each Westin guest each day. Westin hotels went smoke-free in response to guests demanding a smoke-free hotel in Visit www.westin.com/breathe and www.westin.com. Contact : Sarah Moreira at  sarah.moreira@starwoodhotels.com.

Hong Kong: Hotel Luxe Manor to open in Kowloon 

Kowloon’s first designer boutique hotel, the 159-room Luxe Manor, is to open in October 2006 in the heart of Tsim Sha Tsui. Situated in Kimberley Road, the luxury, high-tech hotel will be a modern interpretation of a European mansion featuring mythical characters and design elements that recall the work of twentieth century surrealists.  Visit: www.theluxemanor.com.  Contact Rebecca Genin at rebecca@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 


Destinations Showcase

The British Association of Conference Destinations (BACD) will hold its first British Destinations Showcase at the Dali Universe, County Hall Gallery, Riverside Building in central London on Tuesday 7 November 2006 between 3pm and 6pm. The Showcase has been launched to give event organisers the unique opportunity to meet many of the UK’s premier event destinations in one convenient location. Visit : www.bacd.org.uk. Contact : Helen Boulton at HelenB@Fridays-group.co.uk.

The World Heritage

The World Heritage by Patrick Bonneville and Philippe Hemono showcases UNESCO's World Heritage Sites. All 830 listed sites from 138 countries are featured, including the 18 recent additions made last summer at the 30th Session of the World Heritage Committee in Vilnius, Lithuania. It includes historical cities such as Prague, Budapest or Lijiang in China and the most remote parks and reserves of the world. Visit: www.worldheritageboutique.com. Contact Patrick Bonneville at Patrick.bonneville@videotron.ca. 
Edinburgh festivals for Christmas and Hogmanay

A press pack covering this year's Christmas and Hogmanay festivals in Edinburgh gives full details of all the events, activities, parties and processions in the city, as well as all the latest information about the most exciting places to sleep, eat, shop and drink in the city. Visit: www.edinburghschristmas.com and www.edinburghshogmanay.org. Contact Joanna Nurse, at joanna.nurse@visitscotland.com. 
Royal Caribbean Cruise Line

Royal Caribbean Cruise Line is launching a £1million autumn marketing campaign in the trade and consumer media to raise awareness of the Royal Caribbean International and Celebrity Cruises brands. Contact: Tara Jackson at tara@sirenpr.co.uk. 

· Leads

Canada: British Columbia: Great Bear Nature Tours

Great Bear Nature Tours offers world-class wildlife viewing excursions in the Great Bear Rainforest on the central coast of British Columbia. Excursions are based at the remote floating lodge, where guests savour the rare gift of close observation of grizzly bears in their natural habitat each day and still be treated to wilderness-gourmet cuisine and soft beds at night. The Great Bear Lodge welcomes guests from early May to mid-October and is located 50 air miles from Port Hardy. Visit: www.greatbeartours.com. Contact Jayne Lloyd -Jones at jayne@spectacularink.com.

The Caribbean: the Cricket World Cup 

The Cricket World Cup 2007 is being held in the Caribbean. One of the leading events in the sporting calendar, the Cricket World Cup will bring players and fans from all over the world.  Visit www.icc-cricket.com A group of hotels throughout the Caribbean islands, centrally represented in the UK by travel marketing specialists Essential Detail, are ideally located to provide the perfect base from which to watch the matches. Contact: Steve Mault at Steve@oliverrelations.co.uk.

Gran Canaria:  the Sheraton Salobre Golf Resort & Spa 

Sheraton Hotels & Resorts has opened The Sheraton Salobre Golf Resort & Spa in the heart of El Salobre, Gran Canaria. The hotel features 313 guestrooms including one Presidential Suite with a private roof top terrace and Jacuzzi. Among the hotel’s facilities are six banqueting rooms, three restaurants and a spa. The Aloe Spa presents a complete range of treatments reflecting the wonders of the rich Canarian natural environment. Visit:  www.sheraton.com.  Contact Amilee Craig at amalie.craig@starwoodhotels.com.

England: The Stratford Butterfly Farm

The Stratford Butterfly Farm employs over 400 people in Uganda, Tanzania, Zimbabwe, India, Ecuador, Colombia, Sri Lanka, China and Indonesia who breed the butterflies that are found flying at the Farm in Stratford. Each year, the Butterfly Farm spends over £400,000 in wages to its overseas suppliers and as such, helps to alleviate poverty enabling its employees to build a better future for themselves and their families.  A small family in a remote village in Ecuador can survive on a reasonable income by purely selling 10-20 pupae to the Butterfly Farm each week. Visit: www.butterflyfarm.co.uk. Contact Tanya Lavin at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.

England: Swinton Park in the Yorkshire Dales

Swinton Park, the luxury castle hotel in the Yorkshire Dales, is hosting a Gourmet Food and Fine Wine Extravaganza weekend on the 26 and 27 January 2007 and a Golf and Bridge weekend in February 2007when Jack Stocken, from the Andrew Robson Bridge Club in London, is pitching his skills in partnership with the hotel's PGA professional, James Schofield. Visit: www.swintonpark.com/events/hotelevents.html. Contact felicity Lister at felicity@swintonpark.com.

England: Devon 

Yapham Cottages on the picturesque Hartland Peninsula in North Devon, England, provide a location for a series of new oil and acrylic painting courses, which will take place during the autumn and spring months. Aimed at keen amateur artists and supported by Devon Arts Culture, the three and five-night residential breaks will be led by Roy Evans, a Fine Arts graduate with a Masters Degree and Principal lecturer at Leeds University. Contact Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

Germany: Hamburg

Hamburg’s new Europa Passage opens on 5 October. It will be Europe*s largest city centre mall and includes Europe’s largest sports store in Karstadt Sport and flagship stores of Hamburg*s famous fashion designers Jill Sander and Wolfgang Joop. Visit: www.germany-tourism.co.uk. Contact Linda Borchert at Linda.Borchert@d-z-t.com. 

Grenada

Artist and teacher Rebecca Thompson, who has lived on Grenada for 15 years, is offering tailor-made Art Weeks based at the luxury Maca Bana Villas, overlooking the pristine white sands of Magazine Beach. Contact Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

Iceland: whale watching 

There have been good sightings of humpbacks, minkes, dolphins and porpoises spotted in Skjálfandi bay, Husavik. The most popular feeding grounds are inside the bay very close to land. Contact Alexis Thornely at alexis@discovertheworld.co.uk.

Mexico: Tesoro Resorts 

The new resort chain, Tesoro Resorts, launched in 2006 with the purchase and rebranding of three all-inclusive Mexico properties in Los Cabos, Manzanillo. The resort is run Steadfast Resorts International (SRI) headquarters a privately owned resort management consortium in Newport Beach, California. Visit www.TesoroResorts.com. Contact: press@mexicanpacific.com. 


Thailand: cooking course 

A five-day cooking course in Chiang Mai, Northern Thailand includes four-nights accommodation and three-days of cooking school learning the essential skills of buying ingredients and preparing Thai delicacies with Chef Khun Somphon at his family home. There is also plenty of time to explore this pretty mountain town including its vibrant night bizarre, temples and museums. Contact Karin Jones at karin.jones@flightcentre.co.uk.  

· Events, festivals and attractions 

Top fall events in North America 

Fall in North America brings with it a welcome change of seasons and a reason to get out and enjoy the cooler temperatures and members of the Society of American Travel Writers have selected the following Fall Festivals as tops in North America.

California: Oktoberfest by the Bay

October 12 – 15, 2006

San Francisco, California

Over 40,000 people descend on Fort Mason overlooking the San Francisco Bay in what’s considered the largest Oktoberfest west of the Mississippi River.  Celebrating in the true tradition of Munich`s famed Oktoberfest, the festival includes non-stop music, dancing, singing, and the very best in German food and drink. The world renowned 21-piece Chico Bavarian Band headlines the stage. Visit: www.oktoberfestbythebay.com.  

Florida: "Ding" Darling Days

October 8 – 14, 2006

Sanibel Island, Florida

"Ding" Darling Days in mid-October signals the long-awaited arrival of fall with opportunities to finally get out and go birding, kayaking, fishing, and hiking without withering in the Florida heat and humidity. Called Sanibel Island’s premier birding festival and eco-event, the weeklong festival features a kids fishing day, nature photography seminar, noted wildlife authors and speakers, and a free family fun day with tram tours of "Ding" Darling National Wildlife Refuge.  The event also includes free food, wildlife presentations, arts and crafts, and the introduction of the year’s Federal Duck Stamp artist. Visit: www.dingdarlingdays.com.  

Indiana: Indiana Covered Bridge Festival

October 13 – 22, 2006

Rockville, Indiana

The 50th annual festival celebrates Parke County’s many covered bridges in eastern Indiana. View over 30 covered bridges; enjoy shopping, crafts, food, and more. The fall foliage is spectacular, the bridges are charming and there are lots of activities in communities across the county. Daily bus tours leave the Rockville, Ind., square and provide a guided tour of the region’s covered bridges and historic structures.  A full schedule of entertainment is included. Visit www.coveredbridges.com. 

Nebraska: Applejack Festival

September 16-17, 2006

Nebraska City, Nebraska

Celebrate the fall apple harvest in this hometown of Arbour Day. Activities include the AppleJack Parade and Apple Jam Fest with family entertainment, crafts, classic car show, flea market, 5K run/walk and an apple pie baking contest. While there visit the Arbour Day Farm Tree Adventure or take in the winery tour via historic trolley. Visit: www.nebraskacity.com.           

New Hampshire: Keene Pumpkin Festival

October 21, 2006

Keene, New Hampshire

Thousands of twinkling jack o’lanterns line the streets, curbs, benches and everywhere else in Keene, New Hampshire, in the southwest part of the state.  Residents from the town and surrounding communities carve elaborate pumpkins by the tens of thousands and display them downtown for one day only.  The 2003 event set a Guinness record with 28,952 lighted jack o’lanterns on display. People come for the pumpkins, great food and mardis gras atmosphere in autumn.  The surrounding region offers mountain hiking, historical sites and spectacular fall foliage. Visit: www.pumpkinfestival.org. 

New Mexico: Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta

October 6 – 15, 2006

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Long considered the granddaddy of events, balloons from around the world descend on this New Mexico town.  With October comes crystal skies and perfect ballooning weather due to a phenomenon called the "Albuquerque Box." This combination of weather patterns and geographic landscape occurs in the fall and allows balloonists to control and even retrace their adventure in the skies. Balloon Fiesta Park covers over 200 acres and is filled with over 700 balloons plus vendors selling everything from traditional New Mexican food to balloon memorabilia. Visit: www.balloonfiesta.com. 

North Carolina: The Woolly Worm Festival

October 21 & 22, 2006

Banner Elk, North Carolina

Woolly Worm races determine the official caterpillar used to predict the coming winter weather. In addition to the worm races, the festival features crafts, food vendors, live entertainment and much more.  Last year’s event attracted an estimated 20,000 fans and 1,000 woolly worm race entrants.  Held in the mountain town of Banner Elk along the Blue Ridge Parkway in North Carolina.  While in the area festival attendees can enjoy great dining and quaint inns and lodges throughout the classic resort villages of neighbouring Linville, Blowing Rock and Boone. Visit: www.banner-elk.com. 

Nova Scotia: Pumpkin People Festival

Throughout the month of October

Kentville, Nova Scotia, Canada

Pumpkin people invade the town of Kentville each October.  Sometimes humorous, sometimes scary, sometimes even political, the pumpkin clan invades the town. These manikins with corn stalk stuffed bodies and carved pumpkin heads are found throughout the town and can be seen in the most unusual places from the front yards to the tops of telephone poles and in apple orchards and even at local weddings and funerals.  Visitors come from all around to get in the Halloween mood.  While in the region check out the U-pick farms, local wineries and the annual Kentville Harvest Fair (October 9-11, 2006), a weekend filled with activities, including a giant pumpkin weigh-off. Visit: www.novascotia.com.    

West Virginia: Mountain State Forest Festival

September 30 – October 8, 2006

Elkins, West Virginia

Now in its 70th year, the Mountain State Forest Festival is the oldest festival in West Virginia and attracts over 200,000 people to the mountain town of Elkins. The festival features eight days of dances, carnival, arts and crafts, weaving and quilt exhibits, wood chopping, archery and horse pulling contests, gospel sings, Irish road bowling, scenic train rides and more. 

Visit: www.forestfestival.com. 

Wisconsin: 45th Annual Bayfield Apple Festival

October 6-8, 2006

Bayfield, Wisconsin

Celebrating its 45th year, the Bayfield Apple Festival honours the revered apple.  Over 45 orchards and food booths sell apples, apple desserts and apple delicacies during the three-day event in this picturesque town on the shores of Lake Superior. Other activities include entertainment, carnival, boat parade, apple pie and apple dessert baking contest and the annual Apple Dumpling Gang contest for children. Visit: www.bayfield.org. 

The Society of American Travel Writers

With some 1,200 members, the Society of American Travel Writers (SATW) is a non-profit professional association that works to promote responsible travel journalism and to provide professional support for its members, including travel journalists, photographers, editors, electronic media, film lecturers, television and film producers, and public relations representatives from the travel industry. Visit www.satw.org. 

December Christmas Festivals in Europe 

 

By Marianne West at easyJet

Basel Christmas Market 

 

The traditional Basel Christmas Market at the Markplatz in the town centre has hundreds of fairy to bring a magical feel to compliment the smell of roasting chestnuts and traditional home made sweets. Beautiful hand made art and crafts are on hand to bring a European feel to your Christmas gifts for your friends and family to enjoy. 

   
Geneva Christmas Market 

 

Surrounded by the snow-capped Alps, Feneve is a place of enchantment and tradition during the festive season. The smell of gingerbread draws the crowds to one of Switzerland’s most impressive Christmas markets in the Place de la Fusterie. Gift hunters won’t go home empty-handed, as chalets are crammed with colourful trinkets and crafted wooden toys that make perfect stocking fillers. 

 

Budapest Christmas Market 

 

Six years on and the Budapest Christmas Market is fast becoming one of the most eagerly anticipated events on the Hungarian calendar. Right in the heart of Pest, the Vorosmarty Square is brought to life with more than 100 stalls. There are traditional handicrafts and an outdoor stage, offering 150 different shows, acts and concerts, including a puppet theatre, folk bands and folk dancing.

 

Rome Christmas Markets 

 

Unforgettable nativity scenes, Santa Claus and Christmas goodies are just a few of the delights on offer in Rome this Christmas. The beautiful surroundings of the Piazza Navona are host to the world-renowned Christmas market.  Visiting the market also provides you with the opportunity to see some of Rome's famous and spectacular fountains, including the Fountain of the Moor and the Fountain of Neptune, which stands at the northern end of the square. Certainly one of Rome's more worthwhile sights, even in winter!

  

Copenhagen Christmas in the park 

 

The oldest amusement park in Europe, the Tivoli, is host to the Christmas market in Copenhagen this year. There are sixty stalls, selling everything from wooden Danish pixies and Royal Copenhagen Porcelain to spices and candied apples.  There is also a fairytale ice rink are illuminated by more than 750,000 lights.

 

EasyJet is Europe's leading low-fares airline, currently operating 122 aircraft on 269 routes between 74 airports in 21 countries. Visit: www.easyJet.com. 

Contact Marianne West on 01582 525 876 or at Marianne.west@easyJet.com 
 
· Reasons to write about

The Fijian island of Denarau
Situated on the Western side of Viti Levu, Fiji’s largest island, and conveniently linked by a small causeway, Denarau Island is just 20 minutes from Nadi International airport writes Kate Oliver.

The island is ideally situated for those on two centre holidays as the island’s Port Denarau Marina provides boat transfers to the nearby Mamanuca and Yasawa Island groups.  

However, with the facilities available on the island, many holidaymakers make it their home for the duration of their stay in Fiji.  

 

Major developments that have taken place on Denarau include the Fiji Beach Resort and Spa Managed by Hilton; the USD 15 million redevelopment of the Westin Denarau Island Resort and Spa and the opening of the Sofitel Fiji Resort and Spa. 

These three resorts have significantly raised the standard of hotels in the South Pacific, and with the newly opened Golf Terrace Apartments, the existing Sheraton Fiji Resort and the Sheraton Denarau Villas, they combine to provide extraordinarily high levels of luxury and comfort.  Visit www.bulafiji.com. Contact Kate Oliver at kate@oliverrelations.co.uk
The Himalaya Classic Rally 

The Himalaya Classic Rally, March 9 to April 9 2007, has confirmed that it will be the first ever-international car rally to drive through Bhutan, one of the most secretive kingdoms in the Himalayas.

Starting in Udaipur, the Rally will be flagged off by His Highness Arvind Singh Mewar, the Maharana of Udaipur. 

The event is a 5,000km, month-long tour-de-force through some of the most outstanding scenery in the world, winding its way from Royal Rajsathan, through the Himalayas to the kingdom of Nepal. 

From there it continues to Darjeeling, the tea capital of the world, and into the secretive state of Bhutan, one of the great-unexplored areas of the sub-continent. Special dispensation has been negotiated to allow the rally to drive through the state.

The finishing line for the rally is Calcutta, the most original and best preserved of all the great Indian cities. Visit: www.roarr.co.uk. Contact John Brigden at info@roar.co.uk

Meaningful train tours
Experiential travel provider i-to-i launched its latest travel and volunteer combination - meaningful train tours, with a choice of two 15-day tours running through either China or

India. 

The tours offer an opportunity to combine adventure travel with worthwhile work, giving travellers the chance to see the ‘real’ country as well as offer much needed aid to underprivileged communities.

The China experience will take in Beijing, Xi-an and Shanghai, visiting top tourist attractions such as The Great Wall, The Forbidden City, Terracotta Warriors, The Yuyan Garden and The Bund along the way. 

The India experience will incorporate Kolkata, Varanasi, Delhi, Agra and Jaipur and will visit the breathtaking Taj Mahal, Varanasi and The Red Fort. 

Travellers will get a chance to try their hand at various community development projects along the way – experiencing a taster for the world of volunteering, sharing cultural exchanges and turning their travels into meaningful experiences. Visit: www.i-to-i.com. Contact Sarah Horner at sarah.horner@i-to-i.com. 

The Great Sea Reef off Fiji's Nukubati Island 


A half hour boat ride from Nukubati Island takes you to the Great Sea Reef, the third largest barrier reef in the world. With its 50-metre visibility, this 200-kilometre reef offers an eventful, world-class scuba diving experience. There are vast stag horn coral formations, enormous walls of soft coral and miles of hard corals. Sea life is prolific and includes manta rays, dolphins, turtles, whales and many different types and colours of fish.

A survey of the Reef in 2005 by conservation organisation WWF found a new species of reef fish. As well as revealing the new species of damselfish, the survey recorded unique mangrove island habitats, several threatened species, including green turtles and spinner dolphins, as well marine life not previously recorded in Fiji's waters. This included 43 new records of known hard corals.

Nukubati Resort ensures each couple or dive group have their own boat and dive guide. All dive gear is provided and is top of the range Apollo brand with both metric and imperial dive computers. Ringed by white sand and the waters of a sparkling lagoon, the island is a private retreat offering 7 exclusive bungalows for just 14 guests in a laid back luxurious style. Visit: www.selecthotels.com. Contact Megan Catterall at megan@selecthotels.com
Driving Iceland 

Now is a great time to explore Iceland behind the wheel and the chance to enjoy mid season prices, autumn colours, whale watching thrills and even the chance to see the northern lights writes Alexis Thornely.

An Iceland fly drive is one of the best ways to enjoy this fascinating country from a romantic retreat around the west coast, self-catering getaways in the north, exploring the southern countryside or even a family break based in Reykjavik with a chance to explore at your own leisure.

Wherever you go there you are sure of uncluttered roads and magnificent scenery. When exploring Iceland for the first time, especially in winter, it might be better to join a small group tour in a comfortable 4WD Minibus. 

This trip starts off with a dip in the world-famous Blue Lagoon before visiting most of the island’s major attractions and natural wonders such as the wild glacial valley of Thorsmork. 
The 4WD minibus is driven by an expert driver/guide with short and easy walks at each stop. Contact Alexis Thornely at alexis@discovertheworld.co.uk.

The holiday season in New York 

Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade

Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade celebrates its 77th year on November 23 with floats, marching bands and giant balloons of favourite cartoon characters as they make their way to Herald Square (www.macys.com). 
 
New York on Ice 

The rink at Rockefeller Center is a holiday favourite (www.rockefellercenter.com), and the Pond at Bryant Park is a state-of-the art ice rink that is free of charge to guests who bring their own skates (www.bryantpark.org). The two rinks in Central Park-Lasker Rink (www.nyc.govparks.org) and Wollman Rink (www.wollmanrink.com) are spectacularly scenic, as is the Kate Wollman Rink (www.nycgovparks.org) in Brooklyn's Prospect Park. On Staten Island, Clove Lake Park is home to the Staten Island War Memorial Ice Skating Rink (www.nycgovparks.org). 

For those that prefer to stay indoors, try the Sky Rink at Chelsea Piers where you can skate 24 hours a day (www.chelseapiers.com) and the World's Fair Ice Skating Rink in Queens (1996). 

Bright Lights, Big City 

Holiday Lights at Bronx Zoo has zoo exhibits, entertainment and miles of tree and architectural lighting. The exhibit is open weekends only from November 17 to December 17, and nightly December 18 to January 1 (www.bronxzoo.com).  

The beautiful sky ceiling at Grand Central Terminal has its Holiday Laser Light Show. One of six unique five-minute shows takes place every half hour from 11am until 9pm throughout December (www.grandcentralterminal.com). 
 
Carols, Concerts and Celebrations 

Debuting in New York City this holiday season, Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole Christmas! The Musical will entertain audiences of all ages at the Hilton Theatre from November 8 through January 7. 

The Rockettes return to Radio City Music Hall November 9 to December 30 for the 74th Annual Radio City Christmas Spectacular, a high-energy production that is a New York City classic (www.radiocity.com).  

In the Bronx, the New York Botanical Garden hosts its annual Holiday Train Show November 18 through January 1 at the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory. The annual event will feature more than 100 replicas of historic New York buildings, railway trains and trolleys (www.nybg.org).  

Sugar plum fairies dance across the stage at the New York State Theatre at Lincoln Center as the New York City Ballet performs George Balachine's The Nutcracker November 24 to December 30 (www.nycballet.org). Carnegie Hall hosts the New York Pops Holiday Celebration December 15 to 16 and the renowned Vienna Boys Choir will pay their annual visit to the legendary landmark in December (www.carnegiehall.org).  
  
Ring in the New Year 

New York City is the most famous place in the world to celebrate New Year's Eve with the legendary Times Square New Year's Eve Celebration and Ball Drop (www.timessquarenyc.org). 

For those that prefer to start their New Year's resolution of working out early there is the New York Road Runners Midnight Run (www.nyrrc.org). 

Contact Ryan Levitt at ryanlevitt@hillsbalfoursynergy.com. 
 
· A place to stay 

Papoose Creek Lodge, Montana, USA

Papoose Creek Lodge is a luxury eco-lodge located on the Madison River in South Western Montana, a short drive from Yellowstone National Park. 

The lodge accommodates up to 16 guests, and features horseback riding, world-class fly-fishing, hiking, canoeing and wildlife tours. The lodge is dedicated to conserving the natural environment, and enables guests - through evening presentations and by meeting local environmental experts - to experience a sense of connection with nature. 

The owners’ 25,000-acre adjoining ranch beguiles guests with its elk herds, hot springs and awe-inspiring scenery. Included on Conde Nast Traveler’s Green List for 2005/6.

Visit: www.papoosecreek.com. Contact : Dave Sollitt at dsollitt@papoosecreek.com

Mandarin Oriental, Prague 

Mandarin Oriental will bring a fresh note of Oriental flair and creative luxury to Prague when its new luxurious hotel opens in the Czech Republic’s capital next Tuesday, 12th September 2006. 

Housed in a former 14th-century monastery, Mandarin Oriental, Prague, is situated in the picturesque Mala Strana (“Little Quarter”) district in the very heart of Prague’s historic centre. 

A five-minute walk from the iconic Charles Bridge, the hotel is nestled in a tranquil, charming neighbourhood of palaces, cobblestone piazzas, churches and parks 

The hotel offers 99 guest rooms including 22 suites, the most spacious and luxurious in the city, many with fine views of the Old Town and the Prague Castle.  

Authentic historical details such as high arched or vaulted ceilings and original parquet floors have been preserved throughout the hotel.  

The rooms’ highly individual character is underlined by graceful interior design, which sensitively marries a soft natural palette with subtly opulent Eastern touches—sumptuous textiles and exquisite handcrafted finishes. Visit : www.mandarinoriental.com/prague. Contact Felicity Duke at felicity@annscott.co.uk. 

Greywalls, East Lothian, Scotland 

One time holiday haunt of Edward VII, the Lutyens’ designed Greywalls offers all the comforts of a well-loved family home combined with an exceptional restaurant, and is surrounded by East Lothian’s wealth of world-championship golf courses, sandy beaches and historic houses. 

Just 25 minutes from Edinburgh’s city centre, it is also the ideal base from which to enjoy the famous landmarks, galleries, restaurants and artisan shops of Scotland’s capital.
The 23 individually decorated bedrooms offer pastoral luxury with beautiful fabrics and original antiques. Brigitte Bardot, Barbara Streisand, Nick Faldo and Hugh Grant have all laid their heads on the freshly pressed linen pillowcases. 

There are four unique bedrooms in the original footmen’s quarters in the gatehouses, and one bedroom forming part of the walled gardens as in the Edwardian architect Sir Edwin Lutyens’ original plans. The garden rooms have French windows and private verandahs looking out to the Firth of Forth.  

The restaurant enjoys views over the tenth tee of the world championship Muirfield links, down to the sea, and serves memorable French-Scottish cuisine under the experienced hand of Michelin trained Head Chef, David Williams. Visit : www.greywalls.co.uk. Contact Susannah McMicking at susannah@crimsonedge.co.uk 
Landmark Mandarin Oriental, Hong Kong  

The Mandarin Oriental in Central, Hong Kong has reopened after a $40m restoration and redesign.

The 502 guest rooms and suites have been individually furnished in trademark splendour by Lim Teo and Wilkes Design Works and equipped with the latest guest related technology.

Designer Nicky Haslam has exclusively outfitted a new suite in honour of the late Royal photographer Lord Patrick Lichfield, a colourful and creative talent who was a regular guest at the hotel.

The presidential Mandarin Suite, boasts priceless objects d’art and a living room with double height full-length windows overlooking Victoria harbour. 

The master bedroom and main bathroom have both increased in size to incorporate a vast en suite bath with views of Hong Kong’s cityscape and an adjoining couple’s spa suite will offer a private sanctuary for treatment, reflection and exercise.  

Visit: www.mandarinoriental.com.  Contact : Liz Smale – liz@saltmarshpr.co.uk     
Curtain Bluff, Antigua
Curtain Bluff, the luxury all-inclusive resort on Antigua, which reopens on 14 October 2006,  will be unveiling a fabulous new two-storey Spa complex.  

Set on the waters-edge with panoramic views over the Caribbean Sea, this 5,000 sq ft facility has five fully equipped luxury treatment rooms including a romantic couple’s room.  
 
The spa will offer a full range of Pervonia treatments and massages designed exclusively for the hotel including a signature Caviar and Champagne Massage. This involves massage with caviar and essential oils after which champagne is poured over the body for the ultimate relaxation experience.

Other treatments include an Antigua Sizzle Wrap, a Caribbean Green Coffee Wrap and

Pevonia’s famous Sabai Stone Therapy. Visit : www.curtainbluff.com. Contact : Kate Oliver at kate@oliverrelations.co.uk. 
Hotels in Edinburgh, Scotland 

Edinburgh has a fantastic selection of accommodation to suit every taste and budget, ranging from five star hotels and sleek boutique stays, to cosy guesthouses and great value-for-money hostels writes Joanna Nurse.

The Balmoral (1 Princes Street; 0131 556 2414; www.thebalmoralhotel.com) dominates the eastern end of Princes Street, and is the ideal place to enjoy fantastic views of both the Old Town of Edinburgh, and the Christmas lights and attractions of Winter Wonderland in Princes Street Gardens. 

The Scotsman (20 North Bridge, Old Town; 0131 556 5565; www.thescotsmanhotel.co.uk) is a majestic building, which were once the offices of Scotland’s leading newspaper. The newspaper may have moved out, but in its place is one of the city’s most luxurious hotels. For a truly indulgent experience, chose the Editor’s Room, or the Director’s Suite. The Scotsman boasts the only Cowshed spa in Scotland.

The Sheraton Grand (1 Festival Square; 0131 229 9131; www.sheraton.com) has fabulous spas where you can pamper yourself in style and which are open to non-residents. The spa at The Balmoral is a regular winner of Condé Nast Traveller magazine’s readers’ poll for Best Urban Day Spa, while 

Tigerlily (125 George Street, New Town; 0131 225 5005; www.tigerlilyedinburgh.co.uk), a listed townhouse, is one of the new hotel and restaurant ventures, combining opulence with elegance. 

Le Monde (16 George Street; 0131 270 3900; www.lemondehotel.co.uk) is winner of the Scottish Hotel Design Award 2006.

The George(19-21 George Street; 0131 225 1251; www.principal-hotels.com) has been given a stylish makeover by new owners, Principal Hotels. Its rooms and suites are now tastefully decorated in muted hues that reflect the Scottish landscape.

Contact Joanna Nurse at joanna_edfests@hotmail.co.uk.

Nosy Iranja, Madagascar
 
Legacy Hotels & Resorts International, the South African-based hotel Management Company with luxury 4 and 5-star hotels in South Africa, Namibia and Ghana, is now running Iranja Lodge, the tropical Madagascan resort.

Nosy Iranja, is also know as Turtles’ Island, a name is attributed to the hawksbill turtle finding refuge in the sand for their eggs, and consists of two islands conjoined by a sandbank, which is submerged at high tide. 

The lodge is set amidst thirteen hectares of tropical gardens on the private, uninhabited islet of Iranja Kely, linked by a sandbank to a second island offering an historic lighthouse, beaches, flora and fauna, all surrounded by the crystal waters of the Mozambique Channel. Nosy Iranja can be reached by a seventy-minute speedboat trip from Nosy Be.

Contact Claire Roadley at claire@ethosmarketing.co.uk
· Transport links 

Airlines 

Air New Zealand and Oasis Hong Kong Airlines

Air New Zealand and Oasis Hong Kong Airlines are both launching London - Hong Kong routes this autumn, making the region even more accessible to UK visitors. Air New Zealand launches its inaugural flight from London Heathrow via Hong Kong to Auckland, New Zealand on the 29 October 2006.  

New start-up Oasis Hong Kong Airlines is offering a low-fare, long haul, non-stop service from London Gatwick this autumn. Prices start from £75 plus tax for an economy one-way ticket. 

Visit www.airnewzealand.co.uk and www.oasishongkong.com. Contact Rebecca Genin at rebecca@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

Jet2.com 

Jet2.com is increasing the frequency of its flights from Leeds Bradford to Pisa from one to five services a week. Jet2.com has six UK bases, serving 25 European destinations from Leeds Bradford; 18 from Manchester; seven from Belfast International; nine from Newcastle; eight from Blackpool and four from Edinburgh Visit : www.jet2.com. Contact Jonathan Priestley at jonathan@lucrecommunications.com.

Flybe
Low cost airline Flybe is the first airline to introduce the Embraer 195 aircraft to its fleet.  The aircraft will burn significantly less fuel and release fewer emissions per passenger than any other similar sized aircraft and will use over 20% less fuel than the BAe 146 aircraft it is replacing and which are currently being phased-out by Flybe. The Embraer 195 also brings substantial reductions in noise levels of up to 35% over the BAe146.  

Contact Kate Gillman at kate.gillman@redconsultancy.com.

Emirates
Emirates, the Dubai-based international airline, has begun daily non-stop services between Dubai and Beijing. The airline currently flies to 85 cities in 57 countries in Europe, North America, the Middle East, Africa, Indian subcontinent and Asia-Pacific. In 2005 it introduced flights from Dubai to the Seychelles, Seoul and Alexandria. In 2006 Emirates has launched passenger services to Abidjan, Addis Ababa, Thiruvananthapuram, Hamburg, Kolkata, Nagoya and Beijing, and is set to start services to Bangalore. Contact Charlie Hampton at CHampton@Bell-Pottinger.co.uk.
Virgin Atlantic and All Nippon Airways
Virgin Atlantic is pleased to announce that it has teamed up with ANA (All Nippon Airways) which will allow Virgin Atlantic passengers to fly onwards in Japan on ANA’s domestic services.  The deal will also allow ANA travellers to fly on Virgin Atlantic services from ANA destinations on the Virgin route network. Contact Katie Francis at Katie.Francis@fly.virgin.com.

Virgin Atlantic
Virgin Atlantic won two of the top categories at the Business Traveller Awards 2006, winning the Best Business Class and Best Premium Economy awards. Contact Katie Francis at Katie.Francis@fly.virgin.com.

Qantas
Qantas has been voted the Best Overall Inflight Entertainment by the World Airline Entertainment Association (WAEA). Qantas also picked up two other honours at the recent WAEA ‘Avion Awards’, winning Best Inflight Entertainment Guide and Best Entertainment for Inseat Systems. Visit : www.waea.org. Contact : Victoria Robinson at victoriarobinson@qantas.com.au.

Virgin Atlantic
Virgin Atlantic is providing passengers with live text news to their seat back TV. The deal with Sky News will include breaking news, business news, sports news and match results, celebrity gossip and weather information. Contact Katie Francis at Katie.Francis@fly.virgin.com.

Continental 

Continental Airlines’ has celebrated flying one million passengers on its non-stop service from Glasgow to New York/Newark. Contact Derya Filiz at Derya.Filiz@harrisoncowley.com.

Emirates
Emirates will increase capacity from Manchester by 21 per cent from 29 October 2006, when the carrier introduces a new Boeing 777-300ER aircraft on to its second non-stop daily flight to Dubai. Contact Claire Freeman at CFreeman@Bell-Pottinger.co.uk. 

KLM
KLM Royal Dutch Airlines will start non-stop flights between Amsterdam and Lima in Peru from March 2007. KLM currently operates daily flights to and from Lima with a stopover on Bonaire. The new non- stop service will depart every day except Mondays. Contact : Samantha Darlaston at SamanthaD@consol.co.uk.

Jet2.com

Jet2.com has announced a service from Leeds Bradford to Almeria, its 26th destination. Contact Jonathan Priestley at jonathan@lucrecommunications.com.

American Airlines
American Airlines has been named Best North American Airline for the fourteenth consecutive year at the 2006 Business Traveller Awards. Contact Jaspreet at Jaspreet.Thind@aa.com. 

· The next issue

The next issue of the International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin will be issued in November 2006. Archived issues are available at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 

· Contacts 

The International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 776 419 8286, and

Charo Moreno at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 781 805 2331. 
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