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Here are opportunities for Alliance members that have come through in the last couple of weeks. 

For a list of all opportunities visit www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com and click on opportunities.

Visit Malaysia
The Malaysian Tourism Minister will be hosting a breakfast briefing and press conference at World Travel Market at 09.30 on Monday 6 November and a dinner at the Waldorf Hilton at 18.30 on Monday 6 November.

The events will provide the chance to hear about Visit Malaysia 2007, the campaign that will spotlight Malaysia as it celebrates 50 years of nationhood and independence.

 

There will also be the opportunity to discuss fam trip and independent press trips to Malaysia.

 

Alliance members able to attend the breakfast briefing or dinner or who would like to talk through the potential to visit Malaysia should contact Catherine Brennan at cbrennan@bgb.co.uk or on +44 (0) 207 902 2945.

Szczecin In North West Poland


Szczecin, the new low cost destination in North West Poland, is the ideal place for a weekend escape and the new Mecca for health and beauty care travellers.

Alliance members are invited to request a place on a press trip from 15-17 November 2006

the trip will include: 


· Exploring the city from water, air and ground


· Visiting the largest post-communistic atomic shelter in Poland and the oldest cinema in Europe


· Tasting famous Polish cuisine: zurek, pierogi, zubrówka and burn the calories clubbing all night long 


· Discovering places where Polish women spend lots of their time, and most of their money

You can choose between two different programmes – city break or health and beauty care.

The invitation is fully complimentary and includes accommodation, meals, two days programme in Szczecin and Ryanair flight London (Stansted) – Szczecin – London (Stansted)

Departure from London: 15.11.2006 at 12:25. Returning to London: 17.11.2006 at 18:20


Visit: www.turystyka.szczecin.pl and www.healthandrelax.pl

Email your details to Wojciech Liszka at Radisson SAS Hotel at wojciech.liszka@radissonsas.com

New boots in New Zealand

New boots in New Zealand - Nine Great Walks, Three Islands and One Tramping Virgin is a new book by Gillian Orrell.

After nearly a decade of city living, thirty-something Gillian Orrell left a high-flying city career travelled to New Zealand and took up the local past time with the peculiar name. ‘Tramping’, she discovered, is a lot like hiking, but with some distinctive local twists.

New Boots in New Zealand is a day-by-day account of all nine Great Walks, from the majesty of the famous Milford Track to the unexpected variety of the Heaphy and the beguiling mystery of the Whanganui River Journey. Full of humour and joie de vivre, it is a hugely enjoyable and inspirational armchair read as well as an essential source of information for anyone intending to walk in New Zealand.

Copies of the book are available for review and competitions. Contact Simon Lowe at simon.lowe@knowthescorebooks.com. 

Press reception at the Hungarian Embassy, London

The Deputy Head of Mission of the Embassy of the Republic of Hungary, Mr István Gyebnár, 

and the Senior State Secretary, Ministry of Local Government and Regional Development 

Dr István Újhelyi are holding a reception at Hungarian Embassy: 36 Eaton Place, London, SW1X 8BY on Monday 6 November 2006 between 19.00 and 21.00. Contact: Alexandra at alex@mccluskey.co.uk 

Bradt Travel Guides: pub and travel quiz

Bradt Travel Guides are holding a pub and travel quiz with other travel companies at the following various UK venues 

· Wednesday 1 November in Southampton at The Green/Soul Cellar, 78 West Marlands Rd, S'Hampton, SO14 7FW
· Thursday 2 November in Bristol at the Hogshead Pub, 8-10 Colston Av, Bristol, BS1 4ST
· Tuesday 7 November in Oxford at Smollensky's, 17 Park End Rd, Oxford, OX1 1HU
· Thursday 9 November in Manchester at Stanfords, 39 Spring Gardens, Manchester, M2 2BG
· Wednesday 15 November in Glasgow at O'Neill's Pub, Merchant Square, 71 Albion St, Glasgow, G1 1NY
· Sunday 19 November in Edinburgh at The Chancer, 30-32 Bread St. Edinburgh, EH3 9AF
· Wednesday 22 November in Norwich at the Gardener's Arms, 2-8 Timber Hill, Norwich, NR1 3LB
· Thursday 23 November in London at the Hammersmith Ram, 81 King St, London, W6 9HW
For more information visit: http://www.dragoman.com/quiz/roadtrippin/. Contact Felicity Stanbridge at felicity.stanbridge@bradtguides.com.

· Industry news

Peru at World Travel Market

Peru will have a delegation of 40 Peruvian entrepreneurs at the World Travel Market in order to focus on the latest tourism developments including ‘Señora de Cao’, the fantastically well-preserved pre-Incan mummy from the Mochica culture, which was only discovered in 2005.

A dedicated exhibition featuring ‘Señora de Cao’, alongside all of her noble possessions, is due to open to visitors in 2007 in the Chicaza Valley close the city of Trujillo.

A press conference will be held at WTM on 7 November 2006, from 11:30 to 12.30, in the South Gallery Room 14, South Event Hall, Excel. 

Contact: Giovanna at giovanna@peruembassy-uk.com

Abu Dhabi: the Shangri-La Hotel, Qaryat Al Beri

The Shangri-La Hotel, Qaryat Al Beri, Abu Dhabi will open in February 2007.  The hotel is 10 minutes from the airport; 15 minutes from the Abu Dhabi Corniche and five minutes from the new Convention Centre and faces a 1,000-metre-long (3,300 foot) private beach.  All accommodation will feature sea views, including the 214 guestrooms with room sizes over 45 square metres (484 square feet), 161 studio to four-bedroom serviced apartments, and seven four to six-bedroom deluxe villas. Dining choices will include a poolside bar, lobby lounge, all-day dining coffee shop, and restaurants serving French, Vietnamese and Chinese cuisine.  The hotel will feature CHI, The Spa at Shangri-La, Shangri-La’s signature spa brand. 

Abu Dhabi is the largest of the seven emirates that compose the United Arab and is also the name of the capital city. Visit www.shangri-la.com. Contact Karen Luard at karen.luard@shangri-la.com. 

Bermuda 

The Bermuda Department of Tourism has reported an upsurge in visitors from the UK this year especially since British Airways began daily services from Gatwick. Contact: Catriona Hamilton at catriona.hamilton@rooster.co.uk.

Bulgaria

Kempinski Hotel Grand Arena in the ski resort of Bansko has opened the first Ayurvedic centre in Bulgaria offering over twenty different traditional holistic body massages, head and face treatments including remedies for dandruff, hair, skin, spine as well as stress. Visit: www.kempinski.com. Contact Tiggy Dean at tiggy@hillanddeanpr.com.

Canada: Vancouver 

Readers of Condé Nast Traveler magazine have voted Vancouver the Best City in the Americas in their annual Readers’ Choice Awards. Vancouver won the top spot for the third year in a row, with Buenos Aires, Argentina and San Miguel de Allende, Mexico runners up. The poll divides cities into six specific geographical divisions including the Americas, which covers Canada, Central America and South America.  Cities are scored on ambience, friendliness, culture and sites, restaurants, lodging, and shopping, to give a final ranking. Vancouver Island won the Best North American Island category, taking the honour over Kiawah, South Carolina. Contact Wendy Underwood at wunderwood@tourismvancouver.com.

China

A new modernist hotel with private access to an unrestored section of the Great Wall of China has opened. The Commune by the Great Wall Kempinski is located in the Shuiguan Mountains, one hour's drive from Beijing. 

The Kempinski group has also opened hotels in Urumqi and Shenzhen, which takes the total number of Kempinski Hotels in China to nine, with a further six scheduled to open between now and the end of 2009. Visit: www.kempinski.com. Contact Tiggy Dean at tiggy@hillanddeanpr.com.

China: Accredited Olympics Journalists to enjoy flexible access

International reporters have been promised the same flexible access at the 2008 Games as has been enjoyed at other Olympics, according to the BOCOG. Measures include a regulation that will exempt international journalists with Olympics accreditation from having to hold visas yet still allow them multiple entry-access to China during the Games. Journalists’ overseas vehicles can also enter the country and journalists can apply for temporary driving permits.  Applications to film cultural relics will be also considered by the BOCOG.  Regulations will take effect in 2007. Contact: Kate Jones at kate.jones@shangri-la.com.

Czech Republic: new hotel in Prague

Rocco Forte has started construction at the old St Thomas monastery, which is being converted into a five-star hotel.  The yet-to-be-named project will connect the monastery, its brewery and outhouses to create a 100-bedroom, luxury hotel.  Located in the Lesser Town, at the very heart of the city, the property boasts spectacular views over Prague Castle and the Wallenstein Gardens. Contact: Sue Heady at sheady@roccofortehotels.com.

Djibouti: the Djibouti Palace Kempinski

The first phase of the Djibouti Palace Kempinski, Djibouti’s first five-star hotel, opens this month with 177 rooms and suites. There will be four a la carte restaurants, including a unique pan-African offering at the Lake Assal Restaurant, landscaped gardens and full beach facilities, a spa, a sports bar and lobby lounge, and wireless internet throughout the hotel.  When complete, the hotel will have up to 300 rooms, fitness and entertainment centres and a nightclub. Djibouti, officially the Republic of Djibouti, is a small country in eastern Africa, located in the Horn of Africa. Contact Lis Griffiths at nhr@fourcommunications.com.

Egypt 

The Egyptian Tourism Authority has unveiled its new worldwide television and print advertising campaign titled 'The Gift of the Sun', which will be rolled out across Asia, Europe, and North America over the next 24 months. Visit: http://www.egypt.travel/ or http://www.press.egypt.travel/. Contact: Peter Collins at peter.collins@fleishman.com. 

Germany: Dresden

Dresden has celebrated its 800th city anniversary in 2006 with a 20% increase of overnight stays in the first 7 months of the year. A calendar of 2007 highlights in the city is available at www.dresden.de/press. Contact: Christoph Muench at presse@dresden-tourist.de.

Hawaii

Hawaii has not suffered not suffered any ill effects after being rocked by an earthquake. There was no widespread damage or no loss of life or serious injury. Visit: www.GoHawaii.com.   Nathan Kam at nkam@mcneilwilson.com.

Iceland: Borea Adventures
Icelandic entrepreneurs Rúnar Óli Karlsson and Sigurdur Jónsson have launched Borea Adventures, a new, yacht-based adventure tourism company. Based in Isafjordur, the capital of the remote West Fjords in North West Iceland, Borea Adventure’s expeditions take place aboard 12-berth, 60ft sailing vessel, the Aurora. The yacht, the largest in Iceland, offers the perfect platform to explore the beautiful unspoilt locale where many areas are only accessible on foot or by sea.  Visit www.boreaadventures.com. Contact: Rebecca Genin at rebecca@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

Ireland: Jurys Cork Hotel reopens 

The new four-star Jurys Cork Hotel has reopened. Visit www.corkhotels.jurysdoyle.com. Contact Rosalyn Smith at rosalyn_smith@jurysdoyle.com. 

Mexico 

Tesoro Resorts has opened the first three properties of its ongoing portfolio Ixtapa, Manzanillo and Los Cabos, Mexico. Visit www.TesoroResorts.com. Contact: press@mexicanpacific.com


Mexico

The 550-room Riu Vallarta Hotel, the second Riu resort in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, will open its doors on November 17, 2006. Riu Hotels & Resorts is one of the largest hotel chains in the world with 110 hotels in 18 countries. Visit: http://www.riu.com/en/hotel-riu-vallarta-mexico.html, Contact: Fernando Rodriguez at frodriguez@riu.com.
New Zealand 

New Zealand is world's coolest destination according to the latest CoolBrands survey. CoolBrands was established in 2001 and aims to recognise brands, particularly in the lifestyle and fashion arenas, that have built cool leading edge credentials amongst opinion formers and consumers alike. It has become the barometer of the UK's coolest brands, people and places. Researchers looked at thousands of brands before selecting 650 to put to a vote by both a panel of 23 'style' judges and the general public. New Zealand's authenticity, clean air, wilderness luxury and green credentials are all said to be part of its cool appeal. www.superbrands.com.

Contact Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk
New Zealand film industry booming

Kiwi film director Peter Jackson has confirmed that he is planning a re-make of the post-war British movie, The Dam Busters. He will use visual effects created by his Wellington digital studio, Weta, and incorporate factual material not included in the original film. Visit: www.stats.govt.nz. www.nzfilm.co.nz.  Contact Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk. 

New Zealand's latest high-velocity thrill

Pioneer of the bungy jump, AJ Hackett, has launched plans for a high-velocity 125m swing entitle the Nevis Arc, accessed from a 70m-long bridge suspended over Doolan's Creek in Central Otago, in the heart of the South Island. The arc rope will be attached to a power-driven winding drum above the swing bridge jump platform, and clients will leap out feet or head first attached to the rope by a full body harness. The Nevis Arc is due to be completed in 2007, AJ Hackett's 20-year anniversary. www.ajhackett.co.nz. Contact Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk.
Waiheke at waterfront haven

Essence of New Zealand has expanded its portfolio of luxury self-contained holiday homes to include the stylish Waiheke Landing. The lodge is located on the Pacific coast, just 35 minutes from Auckland by ferry, and offers stunning vistas of shimmering waters, framed by majestic pohutukawa trees. Visit: www.essencenz.com. Contact Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk.
Scotland: Hogmanay

Overseas visitors planning a trip to Scotland's capital for the festive season can buy tickets and passes for all this year's events online, via the website at www.edinburghshogmanay.org. Contact: Joanna Nurse at joanna_edfests@hotmail.co.uk. 

Slovenia: Livada Prestige Hotel

The new five-star Livada Prestige Hotel in the Slovenian town and principality of Moravske Toplice has opened has a spring of their unique black thermo mineral water in every room and each thermal bathroom is built as an atrium by the entrance to the room’s balcony, so guests have the feeling that it is outside the room. Contact: info@slovenia.info. 

St Lucia

The five-star Ladera eco resort, set high in the hills above the southern town of Soufriere and between the island’s famous Pitons, St Lucia is building new luxury suites, offering new spa facilities and treatments and has leased a beach for guests to use. Visit www.ladera.com. Contact Toby Oliver at toby@oliverrelations.co.uk.

Thailand: Samui

The Amari Palm Reef Resort, on the island of Samui, Thailand has been voted Travel Trade Gazette Asia’s ‘Best Beach Resort’ Award. Visit: www.amari.com. 

And the 5-star Ocean Tower Amari Orchid Resort & Tower in the city Pattaya located on the east coast of the Gulf of Thailand. Contact Nikki Busuttil at email@amari.com. 

Thailand: Phuket 

Asia’s destination resort, Laguna Phuket, has ‘soft’ opened the Laguna Holiday Club Phuket Resort, a dedicated new resort for members of the Laguna Holiday Club. It is the sixth deluxe hotel situated within the 600-acre Laguna Phuket complex, joining Banyan Tree Phuket, Sheraton Grande Laguna Phuket, Dusit Laguna Resort, Laguna Beach Resort, and Allamanda Laguna Phuket. Phuket formerly known as Tha-Laang or Talang is one of the southern provinces of Thailand. Visit http://media.lagunaphuket.com. Contact Nattira Anakasiri at naravadees@lagunaphuket.com
USA: Phoenix 

The 11th Annual Gay & Lesbian Travel Survey, which, is a comprehensive tourism research report based on a sample size of more than 7,500 lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender consumers, has found that Greater Phoenix can expect a 79 percent increase in gay and lesbian visitors in the coming year. Contact: Doug MacKenzie at dmackenzie@visitphoenix.com.

USA: San Francisco

San Francisco received the highest score of any city in the United States in Condé Nast Traveler's annual Readers' Choice Awards, the 14th consecutive year that San Francisco has scored the highest in the poll's Top Cities - United States category. San Francisco was followed by Santa Fe, NM, and New York City. Visit www.onlyinsanfrancisco.com. Contact Cindy Hu at CHU@SFCVB.ORG.

USA: New Orleans

Norwegian Sun entered the Port of New Orleans today as the first cruise ship to homeport in New Orleans since Hurricane Katrina. The ship docked at the city's new $37 million Erato Street Terminal, which is designed to accommodate larger cruise ships. Norwegian Sun calls the Crescent City home for the winter season sailing seven-day exotic Western Caribbean cruise with ports of call including Costa Maya, Mexico; Santo Tomas de Castilla, Guatemala; Belize City, Belize and Cozumel, Mexico. Visit: http://www.ncl.com/. Contact Carlee Bator at carlee.bator@edelman.com.

USA: Tuscon

The Omni Tucson National Golf Resort & Spa is proud to announce a $40 million renovation and expansion plan, beginning in June 2007, to create the premier boutique resort of the Southwest. Visit: http://www.omnihotels.com/. Contact: Landry Fuller, landry@murphyobrien.com 

USA: Orlando 

Orlando Ballet has received the Award of Excellence from the Orlando/Peabody Alliance for the Arts & Culture in celebration of their 10th Anniversary of helping to elevate Orlando’s performing and visual arts.  Every year the OPAAC bestows an award of excellence to one of OPAAC’s member organizations, recognizing excellence in all aspects of its professional development and for it’s uplifting of the cultural life of our community. Visit:  www.orlandoballet.org. Contact: Alicia Farinella at afarinella@orlandoballet.org.

Virgin Atlantic

Virgin Atlantic today announced that Alan Watts, a former electrician, would be the first person in the world to become an astronaut using his frequent flyer miles as payment.  Alan has earned the two million Virgin Atlantic Flying Club miles required to qualify for the offer and will be redeeming them on a trip to space with Virgin Galactic, the world’s first privately built, commercial space tourism company, in 2009. 

Virgin Atlantic is also to relaunch its Premium Economy cabin in a £12m revamp, which includes a new wider seat –the largest in its class -, and additional services to woo business and leisure passengers. 
Contact: Katie Francis at Katie.Francis@fly.virgin.com.

MSC Cruises

MSC Cruises, the Italian independent cruise line has announced a series of winter sun warmers to the Caribbean with free flights. Visit: www.msccruises.co.uk. Contact Marlen Taffarello at marlen@fcdcom.co.uk. 

WorldSIM

WorldSIM have launched a pay as you go mobile phone SIM card, which allows travellers to receive calls free when travelling in over 65 countries. Visit: www.worldsim.com. Contact: Malika Chandoo at malika@synectiv.com.

Great Hotels Organisation

The Great Hotels Organisation (GHO) has announced that it is to launch a rewards scheme aimed purely at the independent hospitality industry. In a similar mould to the airline alliances, the GHO ‘Great Hotels Rewards’ programme will form part of the new ‘Voilà Hotel Rewards’ scheme being developed in association with American firm, Hospitality Marketing Concepts (HMC). Visit: http://www.greathotelsrewards.com. Contact: Zoë Martin at Zoe Martin zmartin@bigpragency.com
Royal Caribbean cruises

Royal Caribbean International’s Rhapsody of the Seas will sail a series of new itineraries to the South Pacific, Australia and New Zealand as she heads for her recently announced Far East berth. Visit www.cruisingpower.co.uk. Contact Tara Jackson at tara@sirenpr.co.uk. 
Prix Villegiature Awards

Rocco Forte’s Brown’s Hotel in London has been voted ‘Best Hotel in Europe’ and the Hotel de Russie’s Stravinskij Bar in Rome has been awarded ‘Best Hotel Bar in Europe’ at the Prix Villegiature Awards. The annual Prix Villegiature Awards are judged by a panel comprising 20 high profile journalists and 4 Directors of well-known hotels in Europe. Contact: Natasha Berg at nberg@roccofortehotels.com. 

International Golf Travel Market

This year’s International Golf Travel Market (IGTM) 20–23 November 2006 takes place in Andalusia, Spain with 392 exhibiting companies, with representation from 42 countries. Visit http://www.igtm.co.uk. Contact Andrew White at andrew@triggerfish.co.uk.
Rail journeys

Festinig Travel’s 'See the World by Rail' programme features a range of rail holidays that include many of the world's greatest train journeys. Visit: www.festtravel.co.uk. Contact Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk.

Fly Gibraltar

Fly Gibraltar is set to commence flights to the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland from April 2007. The 28 scheduled return weekly flights, on two Boeing 737-300 aircraft, will serve London Stansted, Manchester, Birmingham, Bristol and Dublin. Visit: www.flygib.com. Contact: Tracey Poggio at Tracey.Poggio@redleaf-associates.com.

Icelandair

Icelandair will increase its number of flights by 17% in 2007, its 70th anniversary, with additional flights and capacities from three of its current North American gateway cities, a new Canadian gateway and two new Scandinavian destinations. Visit: http://www.icelandair.com/. Contact Debbie Scott at media@icelandair.is.

· Leads

Canada: The Montreal High Lights Festival

 

The Montreal High Lights Festival (22 February to 4 March2007), is 11 days of celebration with 40 world-class chefs, 20 artistic performances, a celebration of Montreal’s underground and the famous Montreal All-Nighter. Visit: visit www.montrealhighlights.com Contact: DQUK@destinationquebec.co.uk. 

Canada: Québec 

Located 40 minutes from downtown Québec City, the Ice Hotel opens this season from 05 January until 01 April 2007. Over the past 6 years the hotel has had 220 000 visitors, 10 500 overnight guest and over 75 weddings! Visit  www.icehotel-canada.com. 

Québec City's annual winter carnival (27 January to 11 February), the largest of its kind in the world includes giant snow sculptures, "Palais de Bonhomme", dogsled racing, soapbox derby, the snow-bath and the legendary canoe ice-running race across the Saint Lawrence River.  www.carnaval.qc.ca. 

Contact Judith Beck at judith.beck@wilde.de

France: ABC of France 

ABC of France is an alliance created by the Alsace, Burgundy and Champagne-Ardenne regions in France to promote the area's unique culture. Stretching from just east of Paris to the borders of Belgium, Germany and Switzerland, and south to the foothills of the Jura Mountains, the area combines a Mediterranean, Germanic and Gaelic mix of influences. Visit: http://www.abcoffrance.com/. Contact: Sandy Broussard at sandy@graham-group.com.  

France: Canals of France

Canals of France has created a special 6-night cruise designed for wine enthusiasts looking for an elegant, relaxing way to taste their way through the Languedoc wine region in Southern France. Visit: http://www.canalsoffrance.com/. Contact Susan Spies at susan@canalsoffrance.com.

Jamaica

With Daniel Craig's debut as James Bond this month, Ian Fleming's 18-acre Goldeneye Estate in Oracabessa, Jamaica is adding 80 new villas to its original hotel. Each lagoon-side or tree-top villa features the lavish décor of Royal Hut and outdoor garden showers. Purchasing a Goldeneye villa will be from $650K with rental from $750 per night.  

Visit www.goldeneyedevelopment.com.  Contact: Carlos Coriano at carlos@andriamitsakospr.com.

Slovenia: new military museum

A Military History Park has opened at the former military base in Pivka, Slovenia. The exhibition includes 17 tanks that are more than 50 years old and armoured vehicles and cannon that various armies left in Slovenia. The collection is accompanied by a film and exhibit about the Slovenian war of independence. The collection will be enriched with a further 46 examples of various military equipment – currently in preparation – that the Slovenian military can no longer use because of adapting to NATO standards. Visit: www.slovenia.info/press. Contact: info@slovenia.info.

UK: horse holidays

Anyone wishing to explore the UK on horseback can do so with self-catering specialists, Farm & Cottages Holidays, which has a variety of accommodation across Devon, Cornwall, Somerset and Dorset. Contact Jen Humm at info@citruspr.co.uk. 

Turkey 

Istanbul and Cappadocia provide the option of a cultural break in Turkey’s largest city with the awe-inspiring national park of Cappadocia. Visit: www.hiddenturkey.com. Contact Fliss Hoad at felicity.hoad@btinternet.com.

USA: Ohio

Ohio’s is promoting its Historic West heritage as a Christmas destination. Ohio’s Historic West includes Auglaize, Champaign, Clark, Darke, Logan, Mercer, Miami, and Shelby Counties. Visit: www.OhiosHistoricWest.com. Contact Frank R. Satullo at frank@ohiotraveler.com
USA: Winter trails day

Winter Trails Day, an annual international event that introduces newcomers to snow sports, will take place on Saturday, January 6, 2007at more than 100 locations across the U.S. and Canada. Winter Trails Day offers free snowshoeing and/or cross country skiing for children and adults new to snow sports. Rental gear is free.  Winter Trails Day is part of the Winter Feels Good grassroots public awareness campaign that promotes health, fitness and social benefits of snow sports. Visit: www.winterfeelsgood.com. Contact Maryanne Keeney at maryanne@cgprpublicrelations.com.

USA: Redwood Parks, Northern California

Redwood Parks, located in the middle of the Redwood National and State Park on Northern California's coast and three miles from the historic lumber town of Orick, consists of a village of seven authentic redwood logger's homes on the banks of Prairie Creek. Until now, tourists to Redwood National Park have had to make a two hour round trip from lodging in the Eureka area to the South or Crescent City to the North. Trillium Falls waterfall is right next-door and it's just a short way to some of the "World's Tallest Trees" and most scenic beaches.  Visit: http://www.redwoodadventures.com/ Contact: John Russavage at JohnnyRedwood@gmail.com 
USA: Kansas 

The OZ Museum in Wamego, Kansas, is home for over 2,000 artefacts dating from 1900 to today. The museum houses memorabilia from the famous 1939 MGM musical starring Judy Garland. Visit: www.ozmuseum.com. Contact Derek Mackenzie-Hook at press@TravelKsOk.co.uk


USA: Florida 

Modern luxury and sophisticated elegance meet at Palm Beach County with the Dec. ‘06 opening of The Resort at Singer Island, a Luxury Collection, opens on 16 December 2006, on Florida’s Gold Coast amid one of the most expansive, untouched beachfronts on the Atlantic Coast. Visit: www.luxurycollection.com/singerisland. Contact Sarah Moreira at sarah.moreira@starwoodhotels.com.

USA: Oklahoma: Route 66 Festival

The 2007 Route 66 Festival, which will be held in Clinton, Oklahoma between 21 and 24 June, includes a car and motorcycle show, golf tournament, live musical entertainment and a carnival. Clinton is located 90 miles west of Oklahoma City on Interstate 40 and Route 66. Visit: www.Route66Festival2007.com. Contact Derek Mackenzie-Hook at press@TravelKsOk.co.uk
The igloo village resorts

The igloo village resorts - already popular with the ski and snowboarding enthusiasts - have taken on a wider appeal lately. This year a total of five igloo villages with igloo hotels and igloo bars are being built across Europe, including developments in Engelberg, Gstaad, Zermatt, Zugspitze and St. Moritz. HostelBookers.com has igloo hotels and villages to its web site. Contact Mark Davis, at mark@pheasantmedia.com. 

· Reasons to write about

The Madikwe Game Reserve, South Africa

The Madikwe Game Reserve in South Africa, which will officially launch at World Travel Market 2006, comprises nine properties within the Madikwe Game Reserve, situated 3.5 hours drive or one hours flight away from Johannesburg.  

The malaria free 75,000-hectare reserve is currently the fourth largest in South Africa and is only accessible to those staying in lodges and camps within the reserve.
Fifteen years ago what is now the reserve was arid, cattle grazing land but, through the collective effort of a three-way partnership between the state (represented by the North West Parks and Tourism Board or NWPTB), local communities and the private sector, Operation Phoenix was launched to ensure the conservation of the biodiversity of the area and to stimulate ecologically sustainable economic activity based on wildlife for the benefit of the people of the region.    

Game has been gradually reintroduced and the Reserve is now home to the Big Five, cheetah, hyena, most plains antelope species, over 350 bird species and it is renowned for the success of its Wild Dog population.

Visit: 

Madikwe Hills – www.madikwehills.com
Tunungi Safari Lodge – www.tuningi.co.za 

Motswiri Private Safari Lodge – www.motswiri.co.za 

Buffalo Ridge Safari Lodge  - www.buffaloridgesafari.com 

The Bush House – www.bushhouse.co.za 

Thakadu River Camp – www.thakadurivercamp.com 

Madikwe Farm House – www.madikwefarmhouse.co.za 

Morukuru Lodge – www.morukuru.com
Rock Fig Lodge – www.madikwesafaris.co.za/rockfiglodge.html 

Contact Lucinda Lacon at lucindalacon@indigopr.co.uk.

The canteen girls of Ohio

Sixty-three years ago, during WW II, three teenage friends went to the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad at station Troy, Ohio, to see the troops and chat with the boys in uniform while the trains paused for a water stop. 

Many soldiers asked them for magazines to read. The girls ran home, gathered reading materials and handed them out on the station platform. It was the beginning of a profound home front love story embracing America’s sons and daughters during WWII.  The modest effort grew into a trackside canteen, operated by forty teenage girls between the ages of six and sixteen.

With sincere greetings they faithfully offered sandwiches, desserts, and drinks, no matter the hour, in summer’s heat and winter’s worst.  They did not miss a single train or soldier for three years.  

The girls met over 11,000 trains.  The volunteer’s selfless devotion led to the feeding of over 600,000 troops during their trips to and from Europe or the Pacific.

This was the only WWII canteen in the United States operated by teenage girls.  Sixty years later a majority of the girls still recall with fondness those years and the many trains they served. 

On 11 November, 2006, the City of Troy, Ohio in conjunction with the Troy Historical Society will honour the humanitarian gestures of those girls with the dedication of a permanent historical marker at Herrlinger Park, the site of the Canteen.  Visit: www.VisitMiamiCounty.org. Contact D Thompson at dthompson@VisitMiamiCounty.org
St Kitts

From Boxing Day through to New Year, the St. Kitts National Carnival is a colourful and lively display of the unique folklore and pageantry of the island, which celebrates the culture and heritage of the Kittitian people by combining the exuberant festivities with the more solemn religious observance of the Christmas holiday.
Located in the northern Leeward Islands of the Caribbean, St. Kitts offers a diverse tourism product developed from the destination’s natural beauty, cultural heritage and rich history.  

Originally populated by native Carib Indians, the island was colonized by the British in 1623 and gained its independence, in Federation with Nevis, in 1983.  

It now offers visitors a variety of holiday activities including hiking through the tropical rainforest, riding the scenic railway that connects the island’s sugar plantations, touring Brimstone Hill Fortress, the only man-made UNESCO World Heritage Site in the Eastern Caribbean, and the more traditional vacation pastimes such as watersports, golf, shopping, tennis, gourmet dining, gaming at St. Kitts’ exclusive casino or simply relaxing on one of the island’s sandy beaches.  

In 2007, St. Kitts will be a host destination for the Cricket World Cup with six first round matches scheduled to take place at Warner Park Stadium in 14-24 March 2007, featuring Australia, South Africa, Holland and Scotland. 

Visit www.stkitts-tourism.com. Contact Esther C Smith at esther.smith@stkittstourism.kn.

Whale Watching in Baja California Sur
Each year the migration of hundreds of whales takes place from the waters of the arctic to the warm, calm waters surrounding the Baja Peninsula, California. 

From January - March, there is no better place to view such a spectacular event than Baja California Sur as the whales complete the 12,000-mile journey by late January and stay until late March, when they repeat their journey. 

The whales make their way south at an average speed of four miles per hour. They travel continuously during the day and on moonlit nights, while resting for a few hours on moonless evenings.

Ideal climate, shallow waters, salinity and abundant marine life make the bays and lagoons of Baja California Sur the perfect place for whales to birth and rear their young. The female whales, impregnated the year before, arrive first. 

The males and younger whales come soon thereafter. The primary breeding areas are Magdalena Bay, San Ignacio, Vizcaino Preserve, and Laguna Ojo de Liebre. 

These tranquil, warm waters entice the females to give birth and nurse their young calves in the coastal reserves as well as teach them to swim and prepare for the long journey back to the waters in the north.

The six-month, round trip sojourn is the longest trip made by any animal in the world. Migrating whales travel half the year and rest the other half. Scientific studies have shown that 90 percent of the migrating whales travel south to the waters of Baja California Sur, while the remaining 10 percent make their way to the waters off Korea.

Of the 11 species of whales found worldwide, eight venture to the waters of the Baja lagoons, including Minke, Bryde, Fin, Sei, Humpback, Beluga, Gray and Blue.

Hotels and marinas throughout Baja California Sur can arrange whale-watching excursions that offer an up close and personal introduction to these gentle giants. Small fishing boats called "pangas" take whale watchers out among the whales where these sweet-tempered leviathans often approach the boats and welcome a friendly rub from humans.

Visit: http://www.mybajasur.com/. Contact Patricia Fahie at pfahie@ciicnews.com.  

Sélestat in the French region of Alsace

The main claim to fame of the little town of Sélestat in the French region of Alsace is that it introduced the world’s first Christmas tree. Tradition has it that in 1531, fir trees, which had to be less than eight shoe lengths tall, were taken into Alsatian homes for the first time during the Christmas period. 
To start with they were left undecorated but about 100 years later, the popular method was to suspend the tops of the trees from the ceiling on 24th December and decorate the branches with red apples. 
France’s smallest region now celebrates the ‘Seven Lands of Christmas’ which represent the long and proud festive season traditions of Alsace.

When visitors are not participating in the Christmas festival, they can discover ancient castles, explore medieval cities, and enjoy breathtaking scenery and a wealth of leisure activities. 
In a region recognised for its world-class wines and Michelin rated restaurants, guests will savour gourmet cuisine paired with exceptional wines. 
Accommodation in the region ranges from cosy inns and family run hotels to luxury chateau style resorts to suit any budget or taste.

Visit: www.tourism-alsace.com. Contact Steve Mault at steve@oliverrelations.co.uk 

Other wildlife watching with a difference 

Pumas in Chile

Torres del Paine boasts several distinct ecosystems each containing a wealth of landscapes, flora and fauna found nowhere else in the world. Although the park is home to more than 40 species of mammals it is the large, solitary, secretive puma that is the one to see. Guanaco, southern Andean deer and culpeo as well as Argentinian grey fox and Patagonian skunk may also be spotted.

Giant pandas in China

The Qinling Mountains in the eastern province of Shaanxi form a natural dividing line between north and south China and it’s here, amongst the Chinese yew and Qinling fir trees of the Foping Reserve, that the highest density of pandas are found in the wild - around one panda per 1.4km2.

The best time to spot them is during March when pandas are likely to be at lower altitudes at the end of their mating season and with less foliage on the trees. There are plenty of other mammals to keep the avid wildlife watchers interested including golden monkey, golden taking, and forest musk

deer and the amazing red and white flying squirrels.

Whales in the Azores 

Just 900 miles off the coast of Portugal sits the peaceful, tranquil archipelago of the Azores - a paradise for the whales and dolphins attracted to the islands’ abundance of food, making it a ‘first-rate’ destination for whale watchers.  Sperm whales, short-finned pilot whales, bottlenose, common and Atlantic spotted dolphins are seen regularly around the islands and up to 20 species of cetacean (nearly 25% of the world’s known species) are recorded in a typical year.

Visit: www.wildwings.co.uk. Debra Taylor at debra@toucanmoon.com.

Xi'an, China

Xi'an is the capital of Shaanxi province in China and a sub-provincial city. Known as one of the most important cities in Chinese history,.

It is listed as one of the Four Great Ancient Capitals of China because it has been the capital of 13 dynasties, including the Zhou, Qin, Han, and Tang. Xi'an is also the eastern end of the Silk Road. 

The city has more than 3,100 years of history. It was called in ancient times.

Xi'an is the largest and most developed city in the central to northwestern part of China and is ranked among the 10 largest cities in the nation.

While most tourists come to Xi’an to see the famous terracotta warriors, the clay guardians of the tomb of Han Emperor Qin Shihuangdi, there are also many venues for astounding artefacts from the Tang period, which is known for its cultural achievements in painting, music ceramics, clay and calligraphy.

Bustling, modern day Xi’an is fascinating as well, especially the colourful Muslim quarter and the many restaurants and shops throughout the city.

Qin Terracotta Army Museum

The terracotta warriors are displayed in three separate areas.  The soldiers, in battle formation, are divided into infantry with swords and spears, archers, crossbow archers, cavalry, chariot drivers and officers. The realism in their expressions has led to conjecture that the soldiers were modelled from life – certainly, with their clothing, hair styles and

weapons, they offer a remarkable insight into Han life.  February 2007.

The Xi’an City Wall

The most complete city wall in China, the Xi'an City Wall is also one of the largest and most complete ancient military systems of defence in the world. Several sections of the wall have been restored and the 14 km of wall encircles the entire city today. Visitors can walk or bicycle around the city’s perimeter atop the wall. 

Shaanxi History Museum

This huge, widely popular repository of Shaanxi Province’s colourful history, displays fascinating exhibitions notable for high artistic and academic levels.  Overall, the museum houses some 2,000 fine provincial cultural relics going back about one million years, embracing the Lantian Ape-man to the more recent Opium Wars.

A 1000-square-metre underground museum for Tang mural paintings is currently under construction on the site of Shaanxi History Museum. The museum houses mural paintings that have been collected since 1991 from more than 20 Tang royal tombs and preserved with state-of-the-art conservation measures.  

Qian Ling: The mausoleum of emperor Tang Gaozang and Empress Wu Zetian features the best-preserved tombs in Xi’an.

Big Goose Pagoda: Perhaps the loveliest building in Xi’an, the Big Goose Pagoda was commissioned by a Tang Dynasty emperor 1,300 years ago.

The Muslim Street: One of the liveliest, most colourful neighbourhoods in Xi’an, Muslim Street is lined with stalls, selling all types of goods, as well as Muslim-run restaurants and cafés.

The Drum Tower:  First built in 1380, the Drum Tower is a Xi’an landmark. Rebuilt in 1699 and 1740, the tower’s name comes from the drum that was placed in the tower and struck at dusk every day.

The Bell Tower: The three-storey Bell Tower, with its multiple eaves, sunken cornices and pinnacles is situated in the centre of Xi’an. First built in 1384, it was later moved to its present site.

Xian yang Museum: Artefacts from Xianyang, a 350 BC city, including the remains of the Xianyang Palace and a Han-era collection of miniature terracotta warriors are the highlights of this museum.

Tang Paradise

The new Tang Paradise at 165 acres, of which about 50 is water, is the biggest cultural theme park in China’s northwest. It provides stunning displays of what life was like during the Tang Dynasty (618-907) in a royal garden-like park.  It is divided into 12 scenic, cultural regions, thus providing visitors with varying real-life flashbacks to the grandeur and prosperity of arguably the most magnificent five millennia in China’s history.  It is located near the Big Wild Goose Pagoda.

Huaqing Hot Springs

This has been a popular spa from the Tang era to the present day; visitors today bathe in modern comfort and facilities.   Emperor Zuanzhong is reputed to have spent every winter here; the imperial bathing pools that he commissioned were rediscovered in the 1980s.

Contact Kate Jones at kate.jones@shangri-la.com
Targa Newfoundland

Targa Newfoundland is the first and only event of its kind to be held in North America. It is an annual event and forms a 2200 km long, high quality automotive adventure. It is held over a seven-day period in September of each year on the paved roads of the eastern and central parts of the island of Newfoundland. 
The event allows the owners of historic, classic and modern sporting motor vehicles to drive them the way they were designed to be driven. In the event each vehicle competes against itself on a handicap basis as well as against other vehicles. The competition is for Targa plates, which every competitor can win. There is no prize money.

Visit www.targanewfoundland.com. Contact: Doug Mepham at d.mepham@bellnet.ca 
Older generation skiing

Kandersteg, Switzerland 

Situated in the heart of the stunning Bernese Oberland, Kandersteg is an alpine destination suited to those who are still in the early stages of skiing or really want to take it easy. The resort has much to offer in terms of non-ski activities including panoramic winter walks; horse drawn sleigh rides through the village and snowshoeing.

Morzine, France 

A traditional Savoyard town, Morzine has an atmosphere with a distinctive charm, often lacking in some of the purpose built, high altitude French resorts. Morzine has all the right ingredients for a no-fuss ski holiday enabling visitors to avoid the hustle and bustle. 
Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy 

The relaxed, Italian resort of Cortina d’Ampezzo enjoys dramatic scenery surrounded by the most stunning craggy red rock Dolomite Mountains and forests. Renowned for its great skiing and style and affectionately called the ‘Pearl of the Dolomites’, the local ski area provides plenty of scope for all ski abilities. 
Voss, Norway 

The resort of Voss is in an unspoilt lakeside location between the majestic Sogne and Hardanger fjords. Norway offer some great skiing on wonderfully crowd free slopes and genuine hospitality with the captivating Lake Vang is the most peaceful and serene.

Contact: Becky Horton at becky.horton@inghams.com.
The Royal Flora Ratchaphruek, Thailand 

The Royal Flora Ratchaphruek 2006, the most impressive international

Horticultural show ever staged in Thailand, is being held in Chiang Mai, Thailand, between 1 November 2006 and 31 January 2007.

The event features 2.5 million plants and flowers, a pavilion displaying over 50,000 orchids and 30 international show gardens from countries such as China and Japan.

It is being staged to honour of the King of Thailand's 80th birthday and his 60th year on the throne, making him the world's longest reigning monarch. He has been instrumental in developing horticulture and furthering sustainable agriculture in Thailand. Visit: www.royalfloraexpo.com. Contact Chris Bland at contact@telltaletravel.co.uk. 

Idaho 

With more than 22,000 skiable acres and an endless array of Nordic trails and loops, Idaho has become a hub for skiers and boarders seeking blue skies, fresh powder, and few crowds. 

Idaho has 18 ski areas ranging from the legendary Sun Valley Resort to Boise's backyard favourite, Bogus Basin. Other hot spots scattered throughout the state include Silver Mountain, Schweitzer and Brundage Mountain. 

All resorts are family friendly and offer a well-balanced mix of novice, intermediate and expert terrain. Idaho also has thousands of miles of mountain biking trails and more white-water than any other state in the lower 48. There are mountains to climb, trails to hike and lakes to fish.

Visit www.visitidaho.org. Contact Ron Gardner at ron.gardner@tourism.idaho.gov
Hungary

Hungary is used to unwanted guests - The Romans arrived in the 1st century BC and set up shop for 400 years. The Turks popped up in the 16th century, and it took 150 years to persuade them to leave. 

And then it was the turn of the Russians, who liberated Hungary from the Nazis during World War II – but insisted on hanging around for another 45 years. 

However, Budapest is now courting some rather more welcome foreign invaders – tourists interested in an atmospheric festive break. 

 

Winter is a good time to visit Hungary’s capital. There’s a Christmas market in Vörösmarty tér – with traditional crafts to buy and mulled wine to drink – and a plethora of concerts and other events. 

A particular highlight this year is the Vincent van Gogh exhibition (1st December 2006 – 20th March 2007) in the Museum of Fine Arts, while the New Year’s Eve Ball at the Opera House is always the hottest ticket in town. 
 

Over 45 hotels are participating in the campaign, which is being organised in partnership with the Hungarian National Tourist Office, Budapest Tourism, Malév and Budapest Airport. 

Visit : www.budapestwinterinvasion.com  or www.activity.gotohungary.co.uk . Contact: Alex Dixey at alex@mccluskey.co.uk.

Haunting experiences in England 

Berry Pomeroy in Devon is the most haunted castle in the country possessed by the ghost of Lady Margaret Pomeroy (the White Lady), who was starved to death by her sister in a jealous rage over a man. The castle is so terrifying dogs hate to walk near it, and sinister presences even disrupt cameras and videos.

Tintagel Castle, home of Arthurian legends, overlooks the wild coast of Cornwall; the Tintagel ruins whistle with the winds, creating a wild, abandoned sensation of being surrounded by mysteries. Legend has it that the wind around the ruins drops only once a year, revealing the castle standing in all its former glory.

Osborne House on the Isle of Wight is also home to a number of ethereal presences – a man in Victorian clothing, the shadow of Queen Victoria’s sickly son Prince Leopold, a small Indian servant boy and even Queen Victoria herself have been spotted by staff and visitors. 

Whitby Abbey in Yorkshire inspired Bram Stoker to include the location in his gothic tale Dracula. It is said that a phantom choir can be heard each January 6th at dawn and sightings of a coach pulled by headless horses have also been reported.

The scene of many bloody battles between the Scots and the English, Carlisle Castle in Cumbria remains plagued by restless spirits. Mary Queen of Scots was imprisoned at Carlisle and some say her presence remains there to this day. More gruesomely, the “licking stones” in the castle dungeons are smooth from generations of prisoners licking the moisture from them in a desperate attempt to stay alive!

Visit: www.english-heritage.org.uk/events. Contact: Kate Woods at kate.woods@uk.grayling.com.

           
· A place to stay 

Kumarakom Lake Resort, India

 

The Kumarakom Lake Resort is a premium heritage retreat on the banks of the Vembanad Lake in the tiny hamlet of Kumarakom in south India’s favourite holiday destination, Kerala. 

The resort comprises traditional mansions, each over a hundred years old, which have been purchased from all over Kerala, dismantled from their original locations and reassembled at the resort, to create its fifty-one heritage luxury villas. These are spread over 25 landscaped acres.

The six-year old resort was awarded the World Travel Award as India’s Leading Resort for the year 2006/07 and has also received the Asian Architectural Award.

The Ayurveda wellness spa, Ayurmana, is housed in a 200-year-old mansion, incidentally, that of the Chathamangalathu Mana, a family of famed practitioners of this ancient healing science. 

The main restaurant was formerly the home of the King’s martial arts guru and is a fine example of the palatial 8-sided ettukettus unique to Kerala. It has been dismantled from its original location and reassembled at the resort. 

Visit: www.klresort.com. Contact Asa Abraham at pr@klresort.com.

Murphin Ridge Inn, Ohio 

Located within travelling distance of Columbus, Dayton, Cincinnati, Northern Kentucky and Eastern Indiana, the Murphin Ridge Inn in West Union, OH lies with 142 acres of natural surrounding.

Each room in the guest house is uniquely furnished in American 18th century-style and hand-built Shaker furniture and each of the nine cabins nestled in the nearby maple and oak trees comes with a whirlpool tub, fireplace, queen or king-size bed, heating and air conditioning. 

The Dining House is open to inn guests seven days a week for breakfast and dinner. Before, during or after dinner, guests may enjoy the fine spirits, wines, and assorted beers. 

The area also offers one-of-a-kind shopping at the Amish family merchant shops: Keim Family Market and Miller’s Bakery, Bulk Foods & Furniture, and for wine lovers, there’s nearby Moyers and Kinkead Ridge Wineries. 

Visit http://www.murphinridgeinn.com/. Contact Sherry & Darryl McKenney at Murphinn@bright.net, 
Machiya of Kyoto, Japan 

For a unique experience in Kyoto, Japan, why not stay at a traditional townhouse, machiya.   

Machiya are traditional wooden townhouses found throughout Japan and typified in the historical capital of Kyoto. 

Machiya originated as early as the Heian period (794-1185) and continued to develop through to the Edo period (1603-1867) and even into the Meiji period (1868-1912) when they housed urban merchants and craftsmen. 

The typical Kyoto machiya is a long wooden home with narrow street frontage, stretching deep into the city block and often containing one or more small courtyard gardens or tsuboniwa. The front of the building served as the retail or shop space, generally having sliding or folding shutters that opened to facilitate the display of goods and wares. 

There are six machiya available in Kyoto for weekly let, which can sleep from 2 – 14 people.  Decorated with folding screens with calligraphy and ink painting, and on floor lamps, tansu hess, hanging scrolls, Chinese and Japanese rugs, and ceramics, the machiya provide a unique insight into the cultural life of the old city.

A new company, Iori, acquires old machiya in Kyoto and restores them, offering visitors the chance to stay there and experience Kyoto traditional living.  

Visit www.kyoto-machiya.com/www_english/. Contact: Kylie Clark at seejapan@news.seejapan.co.uk
Mallorca farmhouses

Mallorca Farmhouses offer an extensive portfolio of rustic farmhouses, exclusive villas and country retreats all with private pools and car hire. With the emphasis on rustic, some of the properties are centuries old with an elegance reflecting a bygone age, including: 

Finca Rafal Antic, a four-bedroom, four-bathroom farmhouse in Buger, dates back to the 16th century. The most authentic original Mallorcan farmhouse available, it has been painstakingly restored over the last decade, to offer a home full of charm and character with cobblestone floors, terracotta tiles and a wealth of oak beams. 

Finca Son Rito in Felanitx is a luxury eight-bedroom, seven-bathroom country farmhouse set in 200 acres of cornfields and almond groves. The original part of this stone-clad house dates back 400 years and, whilst parts enjoy a totally rustic elegance, the interior has been designed to a very high standard, literally combining old with new


Moli Den Cavea is a 200-year converted windmill in Cas Concos. With three-bedrooms and three-bathrooms, it has been completely restored, retaining the stone carved vaulted ceilings and many of the original features and artefacts including an interior well, open fireplace and bread oven. 

Visit www.mfh.co.uk. Contact Michelle Ball at info@citruspr.co.uk

· Events, festivals and attractions 

· Japan: festivals and events in December

Chichibu Yo-Matsuri or all-night festival, Chichibu City, Saitama Prefecture (2 and 3)

This festival is considered to be one of the grandest float festivals in Japan.  The highlight is on the evening of the 3rd, when a parade of lantern lit floats weighing more then 10-tons each begins from Chichibu Shrine and proceeds along the city's main street.

Gishi-sai, Sengakuji Temple, Tokyo (14)

Traditional dances and warrior parades as an annual memorial to the legendry 47 ronin who avenged their master’s death by killing his rival and parading his head; for their act, all were ordered to commit suicide.

The Emperor’s Birthday, national holiday (23)
The Emperor of Japan does not rule but is a symbol of the nation.  This national holiday is always celebrated on the birthday of the current emperor.  So the date changes whenever there is a new emperor with the previous Emperor’s birthday often becoming a new special holiday.

New Year's Eve, celebrated nationwide (31)

At midnight many temples ring huge bells 108 times to signal the end of the old year and the beginning of the new (each peal represents a sin).  Many families visit temples and shrines to pray for good luck and prosperity and to usher in the coming year.  In Tokyo, Meiji Jingu Shrine is the place to be for this popular family celebration; many coffee shops and restaurants in nearby Harajuku stay open all night to serve the revellers.  Other popular sites are Kanda Myojin Shrine, Senjoji Temple, and Sanno Hie Shrien.  Some underground and train lines are open throughout the night.

Contact: Kylie Clark at seejapan@news.seejapan.co.uk.
Winter events in Canada

Christmas Carol Ship Parade, Vancouver, BC: 1 – 23 December 2006 


Carol Ships 'Parade of Lights' Society began 45 years ago with one boat decorated with Christmas lights in Coal Harbour off the Bayshore Inn (now the Westin Bayshore Resort & Marina). On peak evenings, this holiday tradition has grown to more than 80 decorated boats, with in excess of 150,000 lights, and carries over 45,000 people during the 23 night festival. 
Visit: http://www.carolships.org.  

Jasper in January, Alberta: 13 to 18 January 2007 


The 18th annual Jasper in January winter festival has 16 days of events for all ages in Jasper and at Marmot Basin including snow-sculptures, the Party in the Park, Demo Days, the Chili Cook Off contest, wine & spirit tasting. Visit: http://www.skimarmot.com.  

Okanagan IceWine Festival, British Columbia: 18 to 21 Jan, 2007 


The Annual Okanagan Icewine Festival in January at Sun Peaks Resort. Wines and an award winning alpine resort, wine masters dinners, educational seminars and a progressive tasting.

Visit: http://www.owfs.com. 

Québec Winter Carnival: 26 Jan to 11 Feb, 2007 


The oldest and largest winter carnival in the world takes place in the heart of old Québec City. Events include the International Snow Sculpture Show and night parades. Visit http://www.carnaval.qc.ca.  

The Fête des Neiges de Montréal: 27 Jan to 11 Feb, 2007 


The Fête des Neiges de Montréal is celebrating 25 years. Visit: http://www.fetedesneiges.com.  


Winterlude, Ottawa: Weekends: 2 to 18 Feb, 2007 


Events throughout the city including snow and ice sculptures and the Rideau Canal Skateway (the longest skating rink in the world). Visit: http://www.canadascapital.gc.ca. 


WinterPRIDE Whistler, BC: 4 – 11 February 2007 


A range of events from slope side activities to fine dining to naughty nightlife. Visit http://www.gaywhistler.com. 


Festival du Voyageur, Saint Boniface, Manitoba: from 9 Feb 2007 


This annual celebration highlights Canada’s fur trade era. For 10 days in February, the joie de vivre of the voyageurs comes together to host shows, traditional dishes and exhibits. The events take place in Saint-Boniface, the historic French quarter of Winnipeg. Visit: http://www.festivalvoyageur.mb.ca. 

Yukon Quest: Begins 10 Feb 2007 


The Yukon-Alaskan Interior covers 1000 miles between Whitehorse, Yukon Territory and Fairbanks, Alaska during the depths of the Arctic winter. It is the "Toughest Sled Dog Race in the World." Visit http://www.yukonquest.org.  

Montréal Highlights: 22 Feb to 4 March 2007 


This 11-day festival features gastronomic and wine tasting activities, shows, exhibits, concerts and a free outdoor illuminated site (from Thursday to Sunday) at the Old Port and Old Montréal. Visit http://www.montrealenlumiere.com. 
  
Contact Nim Singh at singh.nim@ctc-cct.ca.

· A personal view 

Visiting the Cree Indians in Quebec

The Cree Indians live from just north of the American Great Lakes up to the lower reaches of Hudson's Bay in Canada writes Gregory J. Miller.

Most of their lands are in Quebec Province, but the Cree speak English. 

The Cree do have some airfields, but I would suggest flying into Montreal, then driving west through Amos and continuing north to Val D'or the tough northern gold mining town and on to Matagami "the Gateway to the North".  

In Matagami there is a gatehouse for the private road to Radisson. The road is only open to Hydro-Quebec employees and to persons who have a pass to see the power plant in Radisson. 

The trick is that the pass is free by just filling out the application at the booth and the tour in amazing. They assign personnel to take you to the underground power rooms hundreds of meters beneath the surface, to see the dams and to their museum. It is all-free as part of the public relations efforts for what has been a somewhat controversial project. 

There are hotels in Radisson, a quaint little company town. And, then just down the road is the village of Chissasibi. 

The Cree have a good time and love to guide people for tourism or adventure. Information is available at www.creetourism.ca
 

We were there in August and the weather was mild. You need a light jacket in the evenings, but oftentimes the night skies are ablaze with the Aurora Borealis. One evening it went from due east to due west to the Meridian overhead. And, when solar activity is high it is as bright as a neon sign. It was flashing red and green in huge bands that can go in any direction.

 

For a little fun have the Cree take you to the Dump. I jest not. 

Huge bears come in to look for leftovers. And, the local game is to wait for employees from the power plant to come down, and then to discretely chase the bears towards the French workers from the power plant. 

The Cree have a good sense of humour. There is also excellent fishing and they have large powered canoes, which they use to travel up and down the bay. Depending on the time of year one can travel north to the Islands to see polar bear, or just enjoy one of the last vast tracks of land with people who know it from thousands of years of history. 

One caveat is that they are quite strict about no alcohol on the Reservation. That is a devil they have beaten, but in their past it took a huge toll. If you want to drink, take the short ride into Radisson, which has plenty of bars. 

Contact Gregory J. Miller at GMiller@BaintonLaw.com.

· The next issue

The next issue of the International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin will be issued in December 2006. Archived issues are available at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 

· Contacts 

The International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 776 419 8286, and

Charo Moreno at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 781 805 2331. 
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