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Here are opportunities for Alliance members that have come through in the last couple of weeks. 

For a list of all opportunities visit www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com and click on opportunities.

Malaysia

Malaysia has designated 2007 as Visit Malaysia Year celebrating its 50th Anniversary of Nationhood. 

Many events and activities have been planned that worth of writing and publishing. 

Tourism Malaysia is inviting Alliance members to visit Malaysia during 2007, especially during the launch and other key events throughout the year. 

Visit: www.tourismmalaysia.gov.my. Contact: Mohmed Razip Hasan at razip@tourism-malaysia.co.uk. 


Szczecin, North West Poland 

The Radisson SAS Hotel in Szczecin is organising media trip to Szczecin, the new low cost destination in North West Poland between 17-19 January 2007
The invitation is fully complimentary and includes accommodation in one of Szczecin hotels, meals, two days programme in Szczecin and Ryanair return flights from London (Stansted).


Departure from London: 17.01.2007 at 12:25 
Returning to London: 19.01.2007 at 18:20

Visit: www.turystyka.szczecin.pl and www.healthandrelax.pl

Contact Wojciech Liszka at Radisson SAS Hotel in Szczecin no later than on 29.12.2006 at wojciech.liszka@radissonsas.com or on +48 91 3595 013


Crete: Aghia Marina, 8-15 May 2007
The Travel Club of Upminster (www.travelclubofupminster.co.uk) is inviting Alliance members to apply for a place on a one week, escorted trip to Aghia Marina, Crete from the 8 to 15 May 2007 staying at the Eden Apartments.

 

Aghia Marina lies on the Western coast of Crete and is the perfect holiday destination for people seeking genuine Cretan hospitality in a relatively un-spoilt setting.

Perfect for families and young couples, the lively resort sits along a beautiful, four KM fine, sandy beach.

 

Confirmation of a commission for a national / consumer lifestyle magazine is needed for the trip. 

Contact Alice Waters at alice@kudocommunications.co.uk or on +44(0) 20 8874 2022

Alaska Cruise Tour, 4 - 15 June 2007

Holland America Line (HAL) is inviting Alliance members to apply for one place on board the Zaandam for a thirteen-day cruise tour from Vancouver, Canada to Anchorage, Alaska. 

As one of the leading tour operators to Alaska, HAL has been pioneering travel to the region for more than 50 years and offers more sights of Alaska than any other tour operator and more access to the Glacier Bay National Park than any other cruise line.

 

Alaska is a growing destination for UK travellers and is still relatively new and unknown, and the best way to appreciate the landscape and glaciers is, of course, by ship.

 

This cruise will offer spectacular scenery of Glaciers, tours of Skagway, Dawson city and Denali national park, with all the premium cruise luxury of the Holland America Line Vista-class ships and first class on-land lodge accommodation.  

 


Confirmation of a commission for a national / consumer lifestyle magazine is needed for the trip. 

Visit: www.experience.hollandamerica.com. Contact Alice Waters at alice@kudocommunications.co.uk or on +44(0) 20 8874 2022

Press trips to Spring Lake, New Jersey

January thru March 2007 is an ideal season for travel writers to visit Spring Lake, New Jersey for a weekend day or two. 

This oceanfront community is rich in history, charm, style and unquestionably a place with heart. Then (1870’s -1880’s), it was the heyday of the rich & famous enjoying summer months of luxury.  

Today the alliance of Historic Inns of Spring Lake has carved a niche of their own for discerning guests who enjoy cherished getaways to their favourite town with a pedigree.

 
The Historic Inns of Spring Lake are a distinguished collection of Victorian bed and breakfasts and boutique hotels in the radiantly refined Atlantic seashore town of Spring Lake. 

The 11 properties bring romance, elegance and history to life.  

Greater Spring Lake is midway between Philadelphia and Manhattan (approximately 65 miles). NJ Transit trains stop downtown Spring Lake daily, either a short stroll or drive to each Inn. 

 
Whether enjoying gourmet breakfast in a grand dining room, relaxing on a breezy open-air porch or painting in a wildflower garden, this is a seaside paradise where graceful architecture and manicured lawns whisper peacefulness. 

Stroll the 2-mile boardwalk, bicycle to the centre of town, read a book by the fireplace or photograph a swan under the Spring Lake Bridge.  

 
The Inns have created “The Top 11 Things To Do When Visiting Spring Lake”.  It’s an informative, helpful guide that media AND visitors find invaluable when exploring the destination.
 
Visit: www.historicinnsofspringlake.com. Contact: Leigh Court www.LeighCortPublicity.com 

Holne Chase Hotel on Dartmoor, UK

The Owners of Holne Chase Hotel on Dartmoor, Devon UK is inviting Alliance members to stay and enjoy the unique experience of flying falcons on a one to one basis with George Hedges. 

George, his team and collection of birds of prey have now re-located their operation to the Hotel’s Victorian Walled Kitchen Garden. 

The offer is to enjoy a night at the hotel for up to two persons including Dinner in the restaurant and a half-day’s flying experience with George.

The offer is available to end February 2007.

Dartmoor National Park is an area of moorland in the centre of the English county of Devon covering 953 km² (368 square miles).

It is known for its tors — large hills, usually topped with rocks, which are the focus of an annual event known as the Ten Tors, when over a thousand people, aged between 14 and 21, walk for distances of 35, 45 and 55 miles.


Visit: www.holne-chase.co.uk or  www.holwelldartmoor.co.uk.Contact Philippa Hughes at pkh@pangolinprofile.co.uk

Trinidad Carnival 

Alliance members are being inviting to visit Trinidad to join in the carnival festivities on the 15th/16th February for a week. 

There is nothing quite like the atmosphere generated by Trinidad Carnival – the definitive street party. Visit www.VisitTNT.com. 

Travel writers who would like to be considered you would like to book your place on this spectacular press trip, please get in contact Victoria Randles at victoria@imagewizard.co.uk before the end of the year. 

Introduced by the French in the late 18th century, carnival was taken over by the ex-slaves after emancipation in 1838 and transformed the genteel dinners, costume balls and carriage rides into a frenzied street party. 

At the early hour of 2am on carnival Monday, the greatest show on earth is born with J’ouvert (pronounced Jouvay meaning the opening of day) when revellers hit the streets dancing freely to sweet calypso and soca music in tattered clothing, body paint, oil and mud. 

At 10am, riots of colour take over the streets with 40,000 scantily clad, sequinned and feathered masqueraders jumping, wining (a local dance which involves gyrating of the pelvic area!) shouting to live mobile brass bands, steelpans and DJ trucks. This mass of human traffic is assembled by Carnival Bands ranging from fifty to three thousand strong and follows a planned route across the 260-acre Queens Park Savannah to a large constructed stage where the bands compete to win band of the year. 

Whether joining a band or just taking it all in whilst sipping cocktails, you are sure to revel in the excitement of beating music and enthusiasm fuelled by the fine local rum and absolute adrenaline of the occasion. 

Finland 

The Finnish Tourist Board wants to hear from travel writers who might be interested in spending a couple of nights (with partner) in Helsinki over the New Year.

In return, you would need to guarantee a print media commission - preferably for publication later in 2007.

The Finnish Tourist Board will supply return flights with SAS Blue1 from London Stansted to Helsinki, two nights' accommodation with breakfast and two 48-hour Helsinki cards, allowing complimentary access to just about every attraction in the city and free travel around the city, too. Contact: Riitta Balza at riitta.balza@mek.fi or on +44(0)20 8600 5680. 

Rainforest

Rainforest, from DK publishing, is the stunning result of half a lifetime’s work by Swiss photographer Thomas Marent. First inspired by a visit to the rainforest in Australia when he was 24, Marent has spent the ensuing 16-years exploring and photographing the world’s rainforests. 

Funding himself with a selection of casual jobs he has crossed 5 continents, from Argentina

to Papua New Guinea, and has captured mesmerizing images of these beautiful yet fast-disappearing habitats and their inhabitants, some of which have never been photographed before. 

To request review copies contact Alexandra Bailey at Alex.Bailey@uk.dk.com. 
· Industry news

Travel trends for 2007 

As more people continue to travel and the world ‘shrinks’, travellers are searching for experiences that are new, exciting and out of the ordinary. Flight Centre has put together its predictions for travel trends in 2007:

Cruising 


Cruising is the biggest growth area in the travel industry and is no longer considered a stuffy holiday. The growth in affordable cruises in the Mediterranean and Baltic regions has encouraged more people onboard and helped make cruising one of the biggest success stories in the UK holiday industry.
 
Community and volunteer travel

A growing trend of people want give something back to the country they are visiting and are choosing to experience the culture by immersing themselves in a local project. This is especially popular among people in their 30s and 40s who either use their two week holiday volunteering or want to take career breaks. 


River cruising

River cruising appeals to travellers who are looking for a relaxing, hassle free way to explore Europe. It allows travellers to see life along Europe’s famous rivers discovering small villages and towns and visiting destinations that until now have been relatively unexplored like Hungary, Serbia, Romania and Bulgaria.

Ski and Snowboard holidays

More people are regularly taking a winter ski holiday as well as their summer break than ever before. The development of resorts in places such as Slovenia, Bulgaria and Hungary and the good rate of exchange in USA and Canada, have made ski holidays much more affordable.
 
Private group and niche tours

Private group adventures and niche touring are continuing to build in popularity as they cater to a wide variety of groups with special interests, or for people who just want to travel with their friends.
 
Visit: www.flightcentre.co.uk. Contact: Karin Jones at karin.jones@flightcentre.co.uk.

China: Beijing to Tibet 

After a direct train from Beijing to Lhasa started in June 2006, two more direct routes from Shanghai and Guangzhou are now running. Cargo and passenger trains leave every two days from both cities taking 51 hours and 57 hours respectively. The first two months saw the trains carrying 450,000 passengers and over 200,000 tonnes of cargo in and out of Tibet. Contact Kate Jones at kate.jones@shangri-la.com.

China: Beijing: National Grand Theatre

Beijing’s National Grand Theatre, located west of the Great Hall of the people and designed by French architect Paul Andreu, will open in the autumn of 2007. Surrounded by a lake with an enormous titanium dome, it is said to resemble an egg floating on water.  Its ultra-modern design has sparked fierce debate among domestic architectural experts. Contact Kate Jones at kate.jones@shangri-la.com.

Greece

Specialist tour operator to the Ionian island of Paxos, Planos Holidays has added a collection of new properties to its 2007 portfolio. Visit www.planos.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancep.fsnet.co.uk.

New Zealand

New Zealand has been named 'Dream Destination' at this year's British Travel Awards (BTA), Nearly 100,000 consumers voted in the category, which was introduced for the first time this year and featured nine other nominees, including Brazil, South Africa and Australia. Visit: www.newzealand.com. Contact: Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk.
Uganda: the Serena Hotel, Kampala 

The Kampala Serena Hotel has been awarded Overall Investor of the Year – Gold Award by the Uganda Investment Authority for its US$ 30 million investment in the rehabilitation of the hotel. The new 5-star Kampala Serena Hotel is the latest addition to the Serena Group of Hotels and will be hosting the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in 2007.Visit www.serenahotels.com. Contact Claire Roadley at claire@ethosmarketing.co.uk.

UK: London 

The Science of Spying - the first interactive exhibition to examine the secrets of modern espionage, opens on Saturday 10 February 2007 at London's Science Museum. Contact: Sarah Skelding at sskelding@lexispr.com.

USA: The Chesterfield, Palm Beach, Florida  

Situated in the heart of Palm Beach, the Chesterfield is registered as a historical landmark with the Palm Beach Preservation Foundation and a member of the Small Luxury Hotels of the World. A four-star, four-diamond rated boutique hotel is running special home for the Holidays packages until 15 January 2007. Visit: www.chesterfieldpb.com. Contact Arnelle Kendall at reader@rchmail.com.

USA: Chelsea Premium Outlets

Chelsea Premium Outlets, which has 39 upmarket designer outlet shopping centres across the US, is looking to attract UK shoppers on the back of the weak dollar. The outlets are located near major U.S. cities popular with UK visitors including New York, Boston, Orlando, Las Vegas and Washington D.C. Visit: www.premiumoutlets.com. Contact Jeremy Tracey ay jeremy.tracy@brightergroup.com. 
USA: San Diego 

After an $85-million dollar upgrade, the Ivy Hotel, San Diego reopens in February 2007. Visit: theivyhotel.com. Contact: Audrey Benedetto at audrey@benedettopr.com.

Fisher’s travel guides

Fisher’s Travel SOS publishes 50 guides on destinations including Alexandra, Cape Town, Nice, Paris and Madrid, Pattaya and Bangkok, Cappadocia and Dubai and in the USA and Canada. The guides are provided as a printed pocket-sized booklet or a self-print online document. Visit www.fisherstravelsos.com. Contact: Furqan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com

Virgin Atlantic

Virgin Atlantic Airways today announced that it will be launching daily services between Heathrow and Nairobi, the capital of Kenya, from June 2007. Contact Katie Francis at Katie.Francis@fly.virgin.com.
· Leads

Canada: Vancouver 

The 3rd annual PuSh International Performing Arts Festival takes place in Vancouver from 10 January to 4 February 4. PuSh began as a modest performance series in 2003 as a joint initiative between Rumble Productions and Touchstone Theatre. In 2005, PuSh was reconceived as a fully-fledged international performing arts festival and became a stand-alone, not-for-profit organisation. The 2007 PuSh Festival features over 100 performances involving 18 works in the main program, and seven satellite shows by 23 companies at 16 venues. Total festival attendance for the 2006 PuSh Festival was over 14,000. Visit :
www.pushfestival.ca. Contact: Emily Armstrong at earmstrong@tourismvancouver.com. 

The Caribbean: Nesbit 

The luxury Nisbet Plantation Beach Club is based on the Caribbean island of Nevis. Nisbet, once home to Fanny Nisbet, wife of Lord Nelson, and best known as the only deluxe plantation house situated the beach. Visit: www.juststkittsnevis.co.uk. Karen Outred at ko@freelancep.fsnet.co.uk. 

China: Chinese new year 

Celebrating the last in the cycle of twelve animal years, 18 February 2007 will welcome in The Year of The Pig – a year for fortune and good luck. As a result, many Chinese will be striving to marry and give birth on auspicious dates throughout 2007. The Spring Festival, surrounding Chinese New Year, is the country’s most significant annual celebration and four days of parades, festivals  and a carnival atmosphere will dominate the country.

In Beijing, the action gathers around the city’s many temple fairs. Most famous is Changdian, held along the pedestrian street of Liulichang.  Here vendors line the street selling crafts, gifts and food including paintings, toys, kites, sticky pancakes and hot sweet potatoes.

Among these bustling stalls, performers entertain the crowds with martial arts, Peking Opera and folk dancing.

In Shanghai, the Longhua Temple, near the Botanical Gardens, has 108 Buddhist monks climbing the Drum Tower at midnight to strike the huge temple bell. For a party atmosphere the bars along Maoming or Tongren Road celebrate with fireworks, music and dancing.

Contact Kate Jones at kate.jones@shangri-la.com.

China: Theme parks 

China is attracting an increasing number of theme parks and museums. In 2006 at least five major attractions opened including Britain’s Madame Tussaud’s Wax Museum in Shanghai. In 2007 US-based Ripley Entertainment is hoping  to  open one of its signature “Believe or Not” museums in Shanghai while construction of Paramount Theme Park, costing US$625 million, is already underway in Tianjin city, North China. Contact Kate Jones at kate.jones@shangri-la.com.

Hungary: Budapest

The Budapest Spring Festival (16 March—1 April) is the cultural event of the year in the capital. Highlights include Nigel Kennedy and a ‘Mozart marathon’ featuring back-to-back performances of some of the master’s greatest operas Visit:. www.festivalcity.hu or www.visithungary.ie. Contact Szabolcs Patai at patai@visithungary.ie


Slovenia  

Slovenia has more than 200 farm with the best offered through Just Slovenia. Govc (pronounced goats) Farm is situated in the beautiful Robanov Kot valley, with breathtaking views of the Savinja Alps. Visit www.justslovenia.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancep.fsnet.co.uk.

UK: Devon 

Spring comes early in the south west of England and by March the hedgerows are already alive with primroses, blackthorn, dog violets, and daffodils, to name just some of the flora, which covers the region. Yapham Cottages, on North Devon’s picturesque Hartland Peninsula, an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, is offering a series of new oil and acrylic painting courses aimed at keen amateur artists. Visit www.yaphamcottages.co.uk Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancep.fsnet.co.uk.

UK: the Isle of Wight Walking Festival

The Isle of Wight Walking Festival (5 to 20 may 2007) is the biggest event of its kind in the UK with 200 walks covering 72,000 miles. The event began in 1999 and has grown in popularity from around 5000 to 15,500 participants. Visit: www.isleofwightwalkingfestival.co.uk. Contact: Sue Emmerson at  sue@islandbreaks.co.uk
UK: Scotland: The island of Sgarabhaigh 

The island of Sgarabhaigh (pronounced Scaravray) set in the crystal waters of the Western Isles of Scotland has just released its first piece of currency in the form of a Silver Sixpence. The coin design, which is based on an ancient coin of Scotland, is minted in ‘fine’ silver. 

Visit: www.scaravay.com. Contact: Kirsty Innes at Kirsty.Innes@visitscotland.com. 

UK: Scotland: Glasgow  

Glasgow’s Celtic Connections Festival (17 January to 4 February) is an annual celebration of the connections that can be made through traditional music. This event is the premier Celtic music festival and one of the largest winter music festivals of its kind. Visit: www.celticconnections.com. 

The third Glasgow Film Festival (15 to 25 February) features ninety films over 10 days, at venues citywide. Visit: www.glasgowfilmfestival.org.uk. 
The Magners Glasgow Comedy Festival (8 to 24 March) is second only to Edinburgh Fringe Festival in attracting some of the best comedians in the world. Visit: www.glasgowcomedyfestival.com 

Contact: Amy Bell at Amy.Bell@visitscotland.com.

USA: Montana 

The Big Sky Resort, Montana has been rated as a Top 10 Winter Resort in the world by the UK’s Sunday Times. Of the list, six were European resorts including Verbier, Switzerland, Val D’Isere, France along with resorts in Austria and Italy. Big Sky Resort ranked alongside four U.S. resorts including Aspen and Breckenridge, Colorado and Jackson Hole, Wyoming. Visit: www.RMI-RealAmerica.com. Contact: Nancy Hall at nhall@rmi-realamerica.com.
USA: Oklahoma: Route 66 Festival

The 2007 Route 66 Festival to be held in Clinton, Oklahoma., June 21-24.  A car and motorcycle show, golf tournament, live musical entertainment and a carnival, are just a few of the activities planned for the four-day Festival. Highlights of the event will include an expo of Route 66 artists and authors, and the Will Rogers Awards Banquet Dinner.  Visitors will be able to capture a piece of true Americana at this nostalgic festival and local officials hope to highlight many of Clinton’s attractions to thousands of new visitors. 
Visit: www.Route66Festival2007.com. Contact: Derek Mackenzie-Hook at DerekMackenzieHook@supanet.com. 
USA: Pennsylvania: skiing and ice golf 

 
The Pocono Mountains in Northeastern Pennsylvania has 146 slopes and trails for downhill and cross country skiing, snowboarding, ice skating, snowmobiling, snow tubing and tobogganing with romantic rides on horse drawn sleighs. The Blue Mountain Ski Area in Palmerton has Pennsylvania’s highest vertical with 30 trails and 10 lifts. Winter golfers can play atop frozen Lake Wallenpaupack in the Ice Tee Golf Tournament on frozen Lake Wallenpaupack. This annual 9-hole golf tournament is held on February 25 with tee times beginning at 9:00am - 2:3pm. Visit www.visitpa.com. Contact Jane Wilson at jwilson@destination-marketing.co.uk. 

USA: Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania is offering a new package to the Amish homeland of Lancaster County and to the city of Philadelphia. Accommodation is in the Netherlands Inn and Spa close to Lancaster and Philadelphia's Downtown Courtyard by Marriott. Visit www.visitpa.com Contact Jane Wilson at jwilson@destination-marketing.co.uk. 
USA: South Carolina: Charleston Black History Month 

National Black History month takes in Charleston during February 2007. The historical influence of African Americans in the South Carolina Lowcountry is reflected in the culture and customs that still resonate throughout the area. While many of Charleston’s earliest citizens came for economic, political and religious freedom, slaves were taken from Africa for intensive agricultural and constructive labour. Not all Africans remained slaves. Many of these black citizens were able to carve out a niche for themselves as artisans, craftsmen and business owners. Visit: www.CharlestonCVB.com. Contact: Katie Chapman at: KChapman@CharlestonCVB.com.

Battlefield Anniversary Tours 

Small group mini-bus specialists, Back-Roads Touring has expanded its range of popular one-day Flanders and Somme battlefield tours to include a range of 90th anniversary events throughout 2007, commemorating the battles of Vimy Ridge, Passchendaele, Cambrai, and the entry into the Great War of the United States of America. Visit: www.backroadstouring.co.uk

Contact: Bruce Cherry at bruce@backroadstouring.co.uk.

Discovery Channel and Living: Texas Cheerleaders

Discovery Channel and Living will be following the members of one of the most competitive and award winning cheerleading squads in Texas (from 12 February).  At Midway High School in Waco, football is everything and you're either in or you’re out when it comes to being a Texas cheerleader. No one wants the girls to achieve their dream of a national title more than their mothers, but the road to success is long and paved with drama. Visit : www.travelandliving.co.uk. Contact Carolyn Fursse at Carolyn_Fursse@discovery-europe.com.

· Reasons to write about

Bourbon in Kentucky 

 
Kentucky is home to bourbon whiskey, which a congressional resolution has declared  ‘America’s only Native Spirit’. 

To be classified as bourbon, the whiskey must be American made and from predominantly a corn grain mash. 

This is then distilled at no greater than 160 proof and aged for at least two years in new charred oak barrels. It is then bottled at a minimum of 80 proof or 40% alcohol content per bottle. 

 

Intertwined with Kentucky’s rolling bluegrass hills is the Kentucky Bourbon Trail along which lie six distilleries that continue the traditional bourbon making process as practiced 200 years ago. 

This easy drive through the countryside is a must for any whiskey enthusiast and is the perfect tour in the winter with the possible light coat of glistening snow across the pastures. 

Highlights of this self-guided tour include the distilleries of Heaven Hill, Four Roses, Buffalo Tree, Wild Turkey, Maker’s Mark and Jim Beam, the largest bourbon whiskey distillery in the world. 

 

Visit: www.kybourbon.com. Contact Jane Wilson at jwilson@destination-marketing.co.uk. 

International bird festivals in 2007 

Goa Bird Festival 

The former Portuguese enclave of Goa is rapidly establishing itself as one of the premier winter birding destinations for European birders. In a relatively small area one can find almost endless habitats from estuaries and mangroves to rice fields and monsoon forests.  

With the tameness and approachability characteristic of the Indian Subcontinent, the species list is remarkable including parakeets and lorikeets, owlets and swiftlets, bee-eaters and rollers, hornbills and barbets, orioles and drongos, mynahs and cuckoo-shrikes, bluebirds and leafbirds, bulbuls and babblers, whistling thrushes and ground thrushes, flowerpeckers and woodpeckers, weavers and munias, sunbirds and trogons.  

Well over 300 species are expected at the festival.

 

Dates 13 - 28 January 2007; 3-18 November 2007; 12-27 January 2008

 

Eilat Spring Migration Festival 

Each spring, the dramatic outline of the Rift Valley serves as a corridor for millions of migrants.  Timed for March 2007, birdwatchers at the Eilat Festival can expect some of the most exciting spring migration in the Western Palearctic.

 

Laughing doves and Palestine sunbirds will be seen whilst strolling through the gardens and parks of the relaxed city of Eilat whilst on Eilat’s North Beach, at the tip of the Red Sea, migrant herons, ducks and terns mingle with near tropical species such as striated heron and pied kingfisher.  

Bordering the city from the west are the breathtaking Eilat Mountains where thousands of raptors and storks can be seen at amazing proximity providing great opportunities for bird of prey identification, not to mention photography.  

North of the city, the famous K19 and K20 pools are an important stop for hundreds of thousands of shorebirds migrating to and from their Eurasian breeding grounds.  The southern Arava region of the Rift Valley is dotted with habitats such as plantations, pools and reed beds which, during the spring, hold thousands of migrant passerines and birds of prey, whilst the open desert areas of the southern Rift Valley are important for the rare and nomadic desert lark which peaks during March.  

Date 18 – 25 March 2007

 

Polish Bird Festival 

The primeval forest of Bialowieza in Poland, has oaks, limes, poplars and pines believed to date over 600 years old and where some of Europe’s finest birding can be seen.

 

Around 180 species are expected over the week and speciality birds include all nine north European woodpeckers plus white-tailed and lesser-spotted eagles. 

 

Date 12 to 20 May 2007

Price £749 per person sharing a twin room includes return flights London-Warsaw, hotel transfers, half-board accommodation in twin-bedded rooms with private facilities.   

 

Visit: wildinfo@wildwings.co.uk or www.wildwings.co.uk. Contact: Debra Taylor at debra@toucanmoon.com
 

Ranching in Mexico

The Moonbeam Ranch is an authentic working ranch set in 120 hectares in the mountains of Jalisco the heart of Mexico.  

Visitors learn to lasso, round up cattle on horseback or watch real life Mexican rodeos and bull fights.  

There’s fishing on the local river, horse rides round the ranch and Mexican barbecues at the end of the day.

 

The recently renovated Adobe Ranch House on Moonbeam Ranch sleeps 6-8 people and is set in 50 acres of beautiful gardens and its spacious interior comprises of an open-plan kitchen, living room, dining room, three bedrooms, terrace and veranda.

 

Visit: www.homelidays.com/rental68610. Contact: Cari von Waldburg at cari@annscott.co.uk.

Finland 

Lonely Planet has listed Finland as one of the 10 countries to visit in 2007 in the "Blue List - The Best in Travel 2007". 

The Mammut Snow Hotel in Kemi was also named the most eccentric place to stay in the world, whilst the Polar Lights were listed as the world’s most amazing natural phenomena. 

Lonely Planet introduces Finland as a “cool zone of design and fashion in Helsinki, surrounded by remote wilderness areas - Finland is a breath of fresh air on a European adventure.” 

The guide lists seven life-changing experiences to enjoy during a visit to Finland, ranging from picking a feast of delicious Arctic cloudberries in early summer, to taking a snowmobile safari through the pine and birch forests. 

Other highlighted experiences are: 

· Spending a few days in a lakeside cottage, with a proper wood-fired sauna

· Hiking one of the country’s awesome trekking routes 

· Coming face to face with an elk and singing a sleighing song as a team of reindeer or huskies pull you across Lapland

· Learning about the Sami reindeer herders of Finland’s far north, and 

· Grabbing a canoe and heading out to spot a rare freshwater seal. 


The Mammut Snow Hotel in Kemi in Finland’s Arctic north, which is located within the Snow Castle, was named the world’s most eccentric place to stay. The hotel, a giant igloo, maintains a temperature of -5ºC. 

The Polar Lights, aka the aurora borealis, are most visible in Finland during the winter months. In Finnish Lapland, the number of auroral displays can be as high as 200 a year. The Aurora is also visible in Helsinki, the far south, in areas of low light pollution as many as 20 times a year. 


Visit:  www.visitfinland.com/uk. Contact: Riitta Balza at riitta.balza@mek.fi
 

Tobago 

Spring is an ideal time to visit the Caribbean when temperatures are around 24-30°C, holiday prices are great value and flora and fauna are, arguably, at their best. 

Tobago is the smaller of the two main islands that make up the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. It is located in the southern Caribbean Sea, northeast of the island of Trinidad and southeast of Grenada.

On the Robinson Crusoe island of Tobago, for example, pristine beaches offer some of the best diving in the Caribbean and the oldest legally protected rainforest in the western hemisphere. 

Visitors also have the opportunity of seeing endangered leatherback turtles returning to nest between May and September.

Blue Waters Inn on the north-east coast of the island is just a short boat ride from Little Tobago, an unspoilt bird sanctuary where impressive numbers of frigate birds, boobies, terns and eye-catching red-billed tropic birds swoop on high and even nest on the ground, seemingly untroubled by human visitors. 

Visit www.justtobago.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancep.fsnet.co.uk.

The Morse Museum, Winter Park, Florida

The Charles Hosmer Morse Museum of American Art holds one of the world’s premier collections of art by Louis Comfort Tiffany, including Tiffany jewelry, pottery, paintings, blown glass, leaded-glass windows, and lamps.

There is also the breathtaking chapel interior he designed for the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago.  

The Museum has lent over 250 of its Tiffany items to the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York for an exhibition called Louis Comfort Tiffany and Laurelton Hall: An Artist’s Country Estate, which runs to 20 May 2007.  

The Morse Museum is a relatively undiscovered gem in the delightfully serene haven of Winter Park, which is less than six miles from downtown Orlando and rightly able to proclaim itself the city of arts and culture.  

Visit: http://www.morsemuseum.org. Contact Anne Hammond at pubaffairs@morsemuseum.org.

Oklahoma

Oklahoma, the 46th state in the Union, is located in the southern Great Plains and Eastern Woodlands regions of the United States.

It is part of a region commonly known as the American Heartland.

Unspoiled Oklahoma

From pristine mountain streams and piney forests to peaceful lakes and sandy beaches, Oklahoma's 51 state parks and numerous wildlife refuges and recreation areas offer up a wealth of outdoor adventure. With 12 distinct ecosystems, landscapes range from mesas and sand dunes in the southwest to wetlands and waterfalls in the southeast, with mountains, unexplored wilderness and prairies in between.

Route 66

The fabled “Main Street of America” crosses Oklahoma for 392-plus miles (and in fact was born here; the road's architect, Cyrus Avery, lived in Tulsa). Route 66 enthusiasts will tell you there's no better place to cruise--travellers find neon-lit diners, drive-in theatres, mom-and-pop gas stations and many of the famed Route 66 icons within Oklahoma's borders. The state also is home to the National Route 66 museum and a state Route 66 Museum.

Jurassic Oklahoma

More than five million artefacts, including the largest apatosaurus skeleton ever unearthed and the Cooper skull, the oldest painted object in the New World- are housed at the newly opened Sam Noble Museum of Natural History in Norman. Part of the University of Oklahoma, the museum is the largest university-based museum of natural history in the world, and contains the most extensive collection of prehistoric artifacts outside the Smithsonian. 

Bricktown Entertainment District

Not far from the memorial is Oklahoma City's newly-renovated Bricktown Entertainment District, offering restaurants, shopping, night life, a canal with water taxis, and the Southwestern Bell Bricktown Ballpark, home of the Oklahoma City Redhawks, a triple-A affiliate of the Texas Rangers baseball team. New businesses and attractions are in the works.

The Cheyenne Heritage Trail

Guided tours of the newly opened Cheyenne Heritage Trail are now available. Tours include a visit to the Washita Battlefield National Historic Site, where Lt. Col. George Custer and the Seventh Cavalry made a surprise attack on the village of Chief Black Kettle, plus related sites and the new Cheyenne Cultural Center. Visitors can stay in an authentic Cheyenne tipi, eat with and hear stories from members of the Cheyenne tribe, and more.

Cowboy Oklahoma

Oklahoma's cowboy and ranching heritage stretches back to the days after the Civil War, when Texas drovers brought cattle north along the Chisholm Trail, stopping here to fatten the herds on lush prairie grass. The culture is still strong. Oklahoma has more horses than any other state, and there's likely to be a cowboy to go with every horse. Visitors can taste cowboy life and campfire coffee at a variety of rodeos, guest ranches, trail rides and chuck wagon feeds.


Native America

Once known as Indian Territory, Oklahoma is still home to more American Indians than any other state; 39 tribal headquarters and members of at least 67 tribes make their home within its borders. Oklahoma is a place where time-honoured traditions, cultural experiences and artistic expressions are components of everyday life. Among the treasures. Visitors will find Native American art galleries, historic sites, powwows, dances and festivals, including the largest Native American festival in the world-Red Earth held every June in Oklahoma City.


Offbeat & Unusual

The state's unique political and cultural history has made for a rich, colourful and outright exuberant heritage that Oklahomans delight in sharing. The state has more than 300 museums and historic sites, ranging from the unique outdoor windmill museum in Shattuck to Apache warrior Geronimo's grave site at Fort Sill, to art- filled treasures like the Gilcrease and Philbrook museums in Tulsa, and the National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City. 

Down Home Cookin'

When dining in Oklahoma it helps to know an inside tip or two. When you order tea, it's likely to be served over ice, even in December. And wood smoke curling into the sky and a parking lot full of pick-up trucks usually means you've come across a barbecue "joint." Expect beef, pork and chicken smoked over hickory or mesquite and served up with white bread, coleslaw and tangy sauce. Oklahoma's official state food is chicken-fried steak: Oklahoma beef, batter-fried and smothered in cream gravy. 

Visit www.TravelOk.com. Contact: Derek Mackenzie-Hook at DerekMackenzieHook@supanet.com. 
Wuhan, China

Where the Han River flows into the gaping Yangtze, the ancient riverside towns of Wuchang,  Hankou and Hanyang have amalgamated into the thriving capital of Hubei Province – Wuhan. As a commercial hub for Central China and the drop off  point for many of the Three Gorges River cruises, the city  receives a constant flow of visitors. While some use the city as a connecting point to other destinations many stay longer to enjoy the numerous historical and cultural attractions.

There are two distinct temperaments in Wuhan. Hankou, home to one of the largest inland ports in China, lies to the west of the city and has a frenetic buzz. Cargo ships charge up the Yangtze hooting and barging their way through the busy waterways while onshore, lively markets sell local produce and artefacts. East of the Yangtze River, life is a little calmer

In Wuchang, dominated by 80 square kilometres of parklands and lakes scattered with ancient temples and peaceful gardens.

Known as one of China’s three  “furnaces” with a scorching summer and freezing winter, the best times to visit are from March to June and September to November.

Yellow Crane Tower

Set peacefully on the top of She Shan (Snake’s Hill), Yellow Crane Tower is a prominent symbol of Wuhan, standing impressively tall at over 50 metres. Its 72 wooden pillars, yellow glazed tiles and delicate curved roofs are a beautiful replication of the original Qing Dynasty tower that was destroyed by fire.

East Lake and Dong Hu Park

East Lake covers 33 square kilometres of the extensive Dong Hu parklands. Nestled into Loujia Hill at the edge of the lake, Wuhan University is said by many to be the most beautiful in the world. It’s surrounded by open green spaces and gardens, including the Cherry Blossom Garden and Forest of the Birds.

Moshan Hill

Bordered on three sides by East Lake and rising into six lush green peaks, Moshan Hill was the homeland of the 800-year-old Chu Kingdom and many relics still remain.

Hubei Provincial Museum

This is considered one of the best museums in the country with over 200,000 artefacts and comprehensive English explanations. Particularly interesting are the many articles excavated from the tomb of Marquis Yi who was buried in 433BC with 15,000 bronze and wooden objects 21 women and a dog!

Villa of Chairman Mao Zedong

Built in 1958 as one of Mao’s several retreats, this particular summer home was used to entertain such notables as President Richard Nixon. Now open to the public, it gives a fascinating insight into the everyday life and possessions of Mao from his bedroom slippers to the excessively large swimming pool.

Former French Concession

The former Bund and Jianghan Street create the colonial core of the city with a strong European heritage and beautiful colonial buildings.

Three Gorges Yangtze River Cruise

Despite water level changes as a consequence of the Three Gorges Damn Project, the river cruise from Wuhan to Chongqing is a fascinating journey through Central China’s rural landscape. From Wuhan, a three-day boat trip takes you through broad river plains, historic remains and local villages to Yichang and the beginning of the Three Gorges.

Wudang Shan

In northwest Hubei Province the holy mountain range of Wudang Shan is scattered with  Tang  Dynasty Taoist temples. With over 72 pinnacles, the mountain range peaks at its 1600 metre Tianzhu summit that can be reached in a scenic eight-hour trek from Wudang Shan town, by minibus or (partway) by cable car.

Contact Kate Jones at kate.jones@shangri-la.com.

February events in New Zealand 

Harvest Hawke's Bay (3 to 4 February)

A four-day food and wine extravaganza involving 26 wineries with tastings, tours, concerts and wine workshops. The event is one of New Zealand's biggest celebrations of food and wine and is held around Napier and Hastings, North Island. Visit: www.harvesthawkesbay.co.nz. 

Wine Marlborough Festival  (10 February)
Taste Marlborough's finest wines from over 50 leading wineries and sample gourmet cuisine from the region's top chefs at this annual festival. The event is held at Montana's Brancott Estate. Visit: www.bmw-winemarlborough-festival.co.nz

Art Deco Weekend  (15 to 18 February) 

Napier has the most complete group of Art Deco buildings in the world, a fact that is celebrated in this annual event. The Brebner Print Art Deco Weekend is a relaxed celebration of Art Deco style, with highlights that include a vintage car parade from the Deco era, guided walks, 1930s fashion and more. Most events are free. Visit: www.artdeconapier.com. 

Te Matatini National Festival  (22 to 25 February)

This vibrant Maori performing arts festival, held in Palmerston North, North Island, features a haka competition as well as contemporary Maori dance, drama, poetry, storytelling, visual and fine arts, and traditional art forms of oratory, carving, weaving and ta moko (tattoo). Visit: www.tematatini.org.nz. 

Visit: www.newzealand.com Contact: Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk.
· A place to stay 

The Kirkenes Snow Hotel, Norwegian Lapland

The Kirkenes Snow Hotel, the world’s northernmost snow hotel has opened its doors high up in Norwegian Lapland some 1200m from Kirkenes.

Set in beautiful Arctic surroundings, guests can enjoy one of 12 double snow suites in the hotel situated in the grounds of the popular Gabba Reindeer Park. The suites will each have a double bed and snow sculptures will adorn the hotel adding to its magical atmosphere.

An overnight stay costs 1750 NOKS, approximately £145 per person per night. This includes dinner, breakfast the following morning, a sauna and hot drink. 

This is the second snow hotel in Norway, the first having been built in Alta, also in Norwegian Lapland. The hotels are built from scratch each winter after melting away the previous spring. 
 
As well as the two snow hotels, Norwegian Lapland offers reindeer racing, dog sledging, snowmobiling and king crab fishing, (unique to this area).

Operators who feature Norwegian Lapland include Specialised Tours, www.specialisedtours.com and Scantours www.scantours.co.uk. 

For something a bit different, take a voyage with the Hurtigruten (www.hurtigruten.co.uk), which travels from Bergen to Kirkenes.

Visit: www.kirkenessnowhotel.com and www.visitnorway.com/uk. Contact Sarah Dean at sarah.dean@invanor.no. 
The Jekyll Island Club Hotel, Georgia, USA

The Jekyll Island Club was an elitist private club located on Jekyll Island, of the coast of Georgia, USA.

At the turn of the century, tycoons, politicians, and socialites flocked to Jekyll Island to revel in their own luxury and America's burgeoning wealth. 

The Jekyll Island Club was described in the February 1904 issue of Munsey's Magazine as “the richest, the most exclusive, and the most inaccessible club in the world.” 

Its membership list included J.P. Morgan, William Rockefeller, Vincent Astor, Joseph Pulitzer and William K. Vanderbilt.

Newton Finney, who served briefly on Robert E. Lee’s staff as captain of engineers during the Civil War, started the club. 

Newton Finney and his brother-in-law, John Eugene DuBignon, were the early developers whose plan for a hunting club for wealthy northerners developed into the most exclusive social club in the United States. 

Ground was broken for the Clubhouse in mid-August 1886, and the club officially opened its doors in January 1888. 

The Jekyll Island Club flourished into the 1930s, when the Great Depression began to change people's priorities and, in two year's, half the Club's membership dropped away. 

The final blow to the Club came during World War II and the threat of enemy submarines just off the coast.

The state of Georgia bought the island in 1947 and turned the island retreat into a public state park. 

Several Club properties, leased from the state of Georgia, have now been restored and transformed into the Jekyll Island Club Hotel - one of the finest luxury getaway hotels in America.

The Jekyll Island Club Hotel is a four star resort and National Historic Landmark with casual and fine dining, nine miles of beach, bicycling, 63 holes of golf, tennis, historic tours and horseback riding.

Visit: www.jekyllclub.com. Contact: marketing@jekyllclub.com.

The Los Cabos, Mexico

Desire Resorts has opened its all-inclusive, clothing-optional property in Los Cabos, Mexico.  

Formerly a Fiesta Inn, the new Desire Resort & Spa has received a complete including the addition of a new spa, a Jacuzzi lounge with a translucent, open-air shower, a Beach Club and a disco. 

The hotel boasts a total of 151 rooms of which fourteen are brand new Jacuzzi suites and four are the brand's Passion Suites. 

Mexican owned and operated, the Desire Resorts were created for uninhibited couples 21 and over. 

The first resort, located on Petempich Bay in the Riviera Maya, opened in May 2003.

Visit www.desireresorts.com. Contact: Andria Mitsakos at Andria@andriamitsakospr.com. 

The Greenbrier Resort, West Virginia 

The Greenbrier Resort, which has been noted as ‘America’s’ resort since 1778, has hosted presidents and royalty alike throughout the years and is also known for its once top-secret underground fallout shelter beneath its west wing. 

This bunker was built in the late 1950s to house the members of congress if a nuclear attack occurred. 
 

This historical resort, which is fully equipped with a spa, three golf courses, horseback trails, trout streams, skeet shooting ranges, bowling ally, shops, museum and culinary school, is now undergoing renovation. 

 

The resort will reopen on 2 April 2007 with the addition of a world music cocktail bar as well as a new restaurant called “Hemispheres”. 

 

Visit: www.greenbrier.com. Contact Jane Wilson at jwilson@destination-marketing.co.uk.

Hotel Savoy, Florence, Italy  

Rocco Forte’s Hotel Savoy in Florence, the capital city of the region of Tuscany, Italy, has won Commitment to Quality category in The Leading Hotels of the World prestigious Annual Awards. Florence. 

Rocco Forte Hotels was established in 1996 to create a collection of luxury hotels in Europe. 

The Rocco Forte Hotels collection includes: Hotel de Russie, Rome; Hotel Savoy, Florence; The Balmoral, Edinburgh; The St David’s Hotel & Spa, Cardiff; The Lowry Hotel, Manchester; Hotel Astoria, St Petersburg; Hotel Amigo, Brussels; Le Richemond, Geneva (currently closed for refurbishment); Brown’s Hotel, London; Château de Bagnols, en Beaujolais (managed on behalf of Lady Hamlyn); Villa Kennedy, Frankfurt and Hotel de Rome, Berlin 

Visit www.roccofortehotels.com. Contact Sue Heady at sheady@roccofortehotels.com.

The Mandarin Oriental, Washington DC

The 2007 National Cherry Blossom Festival marks the 95th celebration of the original gift of the 3,000 cherry trees in 1912 by the city of Tokyo to the people of Washington, D.C.  

For two weeks between 31 March and 15 April, Washington, D.C. will explode with beautiful pink blossoms. Visit: www.nationalcherryblossomfestival.org. 

The Mandarin Oriental, Washington DC offers an exclusive Cherry Blossoms Bloom package. The hotel has been ranked the No 1 hotel in Institutional Investor’s Top 100 Hotels of the World survey.

The 400-room urban resort is located on the southwest waterfront and is the only hotel offering views of the Jefferson Memorial and Washington Monument, Potomac Tidal Basin and Washington Marina.

The Mandarin Oriental Hotel Group is the owner and operator of some of the world’s most prestigious hotels and resorts. It currently operates 21 luxury hotels with a further 11 under development in Riviera Maya-Mexico and Hainan Island-China (2007), Barcelona, Boston and Grand Cayman (2008), Dallas, Chicago, Las Vegas, Macau, Marrakech and Dellis Cay (2009).

Visit: www.mandarinoriental.com. Contact: Felicity Duke at felicity@annscott.co.uk. 

AquaCity, Slovakia 

The AquaCity resort in northern Slovakia claims to be the most environmentally destination on the planet.

The resort’s success is based on the discovery of geothermal water within the past 5 years, which has prompted investment in a water park, two hotels, spa and sauna centre, restaurant, bars and conference facilities. 

A system of heat exchangers uses the water, piped from boreholes, to heat the resort and feeds the pools with mineral rich, warm water.

A second bore hole, which is bringing 60/80 litres of geothermal water to the surface every second, is providing a third of the 35 acre resort’s electricity requirement.

AquaCity Resort has already won the internationally renowned Green Globe for sustainable tourism, the Green Apple award for eco-tourism and is Europe’s first resort to be given Green Hero status. 

Plans are now underway for a dome like Cornwall’s Eden Project, new bowling alley, stadium and a further 26 pools, including a tropical water paradise, while three massive solar panels on the resort’s roof and giant wind turbines will make the resort completely energy self-sufficient and emission free within two years. 

Visit: www.aquacityresort.com. Contact: Mary Stuart-Miller at mary.stuart-miller@virgin.net.

· The next issue

The next issue of the International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin will be issued in February 2007. Archived issues are available at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 

· Contacts 

The International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 776 419 8286, and

Charo Moreno at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 781 805 2331. 
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