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· Opportunities

Here are opportunities for Alliance members that have come through in the last couple of weeks. 

For a list of all opportunities visit www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com and click on opportunities.

The Azura Mozambique

Opening July 2007, The Azura Mozambique, which opens in July 2007, is situated on Benguerra Island, within the untouched beauty of the Bazaruto National Park. 

Mozambique, officially the Republic of Mozambique is a country in southeastern Africa bordering to the Indian Ocean in the east, Tanzania in the north, Malawi and Zambia in the northwest, Zimbabwe in the west and Swaziland and South Africa in the southwest. 

The Azura Mozambique is a luxury eco-boutique retreat offering pure white sandy beaches, tranquil turquoise seas, swaying palms, endless sunshine and star-studded nights.

The accommodation comprises of 14 luxurious beach villas and one stylish two-bed roomed Presidential Villa with large private pool, sitting and dining area and Jacuzzi. Every spacious villa is a stone throw from the beach and features an indoor and outdoor bathroom, air conditioning, private butler service, private sundeck and a sparkling infinity pool for cooling off. They are nestled amid indigenous trees and bushes.

Visit: www.azuraretreats.com. Alliance members wishing to arrange a visit to Azura Mozambique should contact Anita Lewis at info@smallworldmarketing.co.uk.

Spotlight Canada

Alliance members are invited to attend Spotlight Canada on 13 and 14 March at The Brewery, Chiswell Street, London UK

One hundred 100 Canadian suppliers will be on site over the two day period waiting to share their stories, news and information. If you are looking to update your records, scoop a new Canadian angle, or just explore ideas for future editorial content, this is a great opportunity to meet the players who can give you the inside view. Update yourself on upcoming events such as the Quebec 400 celebrations.


Register on line at www.spotlightcanada.co.uk. Contact: Nim Singh at singh.nim@ctc-cct.ca.

Walking in Austria

The new edition of Walk Austria guidebook is a 30-page, full colour publication featuring first hand trip reports by UK writers who travelled to nine of Austria’s premier recreational regions.

The guide is arranged in a ‘best of’ format with categories that include: long-distance walking, wildlife sightings, local cuisine, family holidays, mountain views, borderless hiking, varied terrain, and mountain traditions. A special feature article also examines the emerging trend towards a modern Austrian cuisine. 

The Austrian National Tourist Office will welcome inquiries from Alliance members regarding press trips to the regions and resort areas featured in the 2007 Walk Austria guide. Visit: www.austria.info/walk. Contact: Anja Egner at pressuk@austria.info. 


Curtain Bluff, Antigua

While the Caribbean is normally associated with rum punch and cocktails Curtain Bluff, Antigua, has recently extended its wine cellar to make it the largest in the Caribbean but probably the best for fine wines.  

Howard Hulford, a former World War 2 Mustang pilot who founded the resort in 1962, also set up his own wine import company to make sure he could always supply Curtain Bluff’s guests with the finest wines.  

Following a recent extension, the 25,000-bottle cellar has wines from classic favourites to rare vintages (e.g. Chateau Petrus 1996, Chateau Latour, 1988).  

At the weekly tastings guests can learn more about the world of wine from the hugely knowledgeable hotel sommeliers George Williams and Clive Dean who are both from the nearby village of Old Road.  

Visit: www.curtainbluff.com.

Wine writers and travel writers interested in visiting Curtain Bluff and its atmospheric cellar should contact Kate Oliver at kate@oliverrelations.co.uk

The 45th black pudding fair, Mortagne-au-Perche, Orne

The 45th annual black pudding fair runs in the historic French village of Mortagne-au-Perche in the Orne area of Normandy from the 17-19 March. Celebrating the culinary traditions of the region, the event has local cook-offs, celebrity chefs as well as a host of gastronomic stalls and exhibits open to the public. 

The main part of the festival is the black pudding competition which sees over 650 competitors from across Europe vie to win the coveted prize of the best black pudding. 

It is believed that the Moors introduced black pudding to the area, and a society of the ‘Chevaliers du Goûte Boudin’ (the knights of the black pudding) was formed to conserve the many different varieties and associated traditions.

Visit www.ornetourisme.com. Alliance members wishing to arrange a visit to the Orne should contact Fliss Hoad at felicity.hoad@btinternet.com.

Uniworld Grand River cruises 

Uniworld Grand River cruises is to run voyages along the Seine River from Paris through the countryside of Northern France to the beaches of Normandy and return aboard the refurbished River Baroness. 

The Los Angeles-based Uniworld features custom-designed ships for 30 itineraries sailing on 12 rivers in 20 countries across four continents. 

Visit: www.uniworld.com. 

Alliance members wanting to review any Uniworld Grand River cruise should contact: Arnelle Kendall at akendall@uniworld.com.

Eland travel literature

Eland travel publishing, which specialises in keeping the classics of travel literature in print, is celebrating its 25th anniversary, has produced a new catalogue and news of the company’s publishing plans for this year.

Alliance members who might be searching for inspiration for a feature can get a copy of the catalogue and request follow up review copies of Eland’s travel books.

Visit: www.travelbooks.co.uk. Contact: Steph Allen at info@travelbooks.co.uk. 
Berlitz Pocket Guide to the Seychelles

The new Berlitz Pocket Guide to the Seychelles covers all the main attractions of the islands – including an at-a-glance listing of top ten must-sees - in a compact format.

There is a brief history of the islands, recommendations of what to do and a calendar of events; a section on eating out, which recommends the local beers (Seybrew and Eku) to wash down the excellent curries on the island.

Visit: www.berlitzpublishing.com. Review copies from Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
Walking in Scotland 

VisitScotland has launched its 2007 walking guide with 54 new walks, information for over 30 different walking events and a comprehensive travel information section.

It’s website to www.visitscotland.com/walking also contains over 940 walking routes all over Scotland, all of which can be found within two clicks. Included in this are 20 long distance routes ranging from 13 miles (The John Buchan Way in the Scottish Borders) to 212 miles (The Southern Upland Way, from Portpatrick in Dumfries & Galloway to Cocksburnspath in the Borders).
VisitScotland is running a number of press trips for commissioned journalists before the end of March 2007.

Contact: Gillian Thompson at Gillian.thompson@visitscotland.com 

· Industry news

California Month  

Almost a nation unto itself, if California were a country it would have the 6th largest economy in the world, larger than China’s. In April, Travel Channel draws upon its library of travel programmes to paint a uniquely rich portrait of California from a variety of perspectives. Monday nights feature food and drink, Tuesday’s sport and leisure, Wednesdays glitz and glamour, Thursday the wide-open spaces, Friday’s city lights, with a “best of” collection on weekends. Visit: www.travelchannel.co.uk. Contact: Katie Isworth AT Katie.isworth@travechannel.co.uk

UK visitors up 

Over 32 million international visits were made to the UK in 2006 a 7% increase on 2005. Visitors spent £15.4 billion (up 8%). Both are new highs for Britain’s inbound visitor economy. Visit:  www.visitbritain.com Contact: Elliott Frisby at Elliott.Frisby@visitbritain.org.

Shangri-La, Canada

The Shangri-La Hotel, Vancouver, which is to open in September 2008, will be followed by the five-star Shangri-La Hotel, Toronto that is set to open in 2011. Contact: kate.jones@shangri-la.com

The Tokyo Midtown project

The Tokyo Midtown Project is a major urban redevelopment project on a site at the heart of Tokyo.  Upon its completion it will include the tallest building in Tokyo as well as a prestigious hotel (Tokyo's first Ritz Carlton), two museums, unique restaurants and shops, a beautiful large Park, as well as residences and offices. The grand opening is scheduled for 30 March 2007. Visit: www.tokyo-midtown.com. Contact: Kylie Clark at Kylie@JNTO.co.uk
Online media guide on avian influenza 

Journalists who might want to write about the dangers of avian influenza can access a new media guide, which has been published by the United Nations International Children's Fund's (UNICEF) Malaysia office. The guide is available in English, Malay, Chinese and Tamil can be downloaded on the UNICEF website at http://snipurl.com/19n2g. 

Finland 

English singer-songwriter Elvis Costello will perform at the 42nd Pori Jazz Festival (14 to 27 July) with his latest collaborator Allen Toussaint and their band The Impostors. Jazz drummer Al Foster is also on the bill, along with Swiss-American guitarist Kurt Rosenwinkel. The full programme is due to be announced on March 27, with tickets on sale from April 2. Visit: www.porijazz.fi. Contact: Riitta Balza at riitta.balza@mek.fi
Insight to Indian wildlife 

The new Insight Guide to Indian Wildlife provides an in-depth look at the country’s main wildlife, parks and reserves, as well as ecology, communities and conservation.  From the snow-capped Himalayas in the north, to the Great Indian Desert and the floodplains of the Indus, the landscape has been designated one of the 12-mega diversity regions of the world. Visit: www.insightguides.com. Contact Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 
Belfast rates restaurants

Eating establishments in Belfast are to be rated on a new 'Scores on the Doors' website which will allow consumers to check whether the standard of the food served at the premises is up to scratch. A rating for premises will be awarded stars on a scale of 0-5, with five the highest. Visit www.gotobelfast.com.  Contact: Maeve Davey at maile@belfastbetterbelieveit.com.

EU website for journalists

The European Journalism Centre has launched a website to help journalists reporting on the European Union. The site simplifies the maze of information available on the EU so writers can easily get to grips with the key issues and players. Visit www.eu4journalists.com. 

Etihad Airways 

Etihad Airways is to begin non-stop flights in August between Abu Dhabi and the Irish capital Dublin. The new four times a week service will link Ireland with one-stop connections to Sydney in Australia and major cities in Asia, including Bangkok and Manila. Etihad Airways is the National Airline of the United Arab Emirates based in the UAE’s capital, Abu Dhabi. It currently offers flights to 48 destinations in the Middle East, Europe, North America, Africa and Asia. Contact: Nicola McShane at  nicola.mcshane@fleishmaneurope.com. 

Cyprus stage of World Rally Championship

The Cyprus stage of the 2007 FIA World Rally Championship takes place from 13 to 15 May. Starting in Limassol it runs throughout the island. Contact Lena Georgiou on 0208 370 6552 or email l.georgiou@libraholidays.net
San Diego Travel Show

The 7th annual San Diego Travel Show takes place at the Town and Country Convention Center on 18 March 2007. Visit: www.sandiegotravelshow.com. Contact: info@sandiegotravelshow.com. 

Hawaii

Tour America has published its first Hawaii brochure featuring holidays throughout the Hawaiian Islands. Visit : www.touramerica.ie. Contact Brian Ingarfield at bingarfield@touramerica.ie
UK: Scotland

The Lighthouse, Scotland’s National Architecture and Design Centre, has unveiled details of the six international exhibitions to be staged across Scotland between April and August 2007 as part of the first Six Cities Design Festival. Visit: www.scotexchange.net. Contact: Amy Bell at Amy.Bell@visitscotland.com.

Battlefields website 

Leger Holidays, the provider of Battlefield breaks, has launched its first Battlefields website, which allows customers to enjoy and experience the Battlefields, the history surrounding the breaks and to meet people with similar interests. Visit: www.visitbattlefields.co.uk. Contact: Adrian Johnson at adrian@lucrecommunications.com
· Leads

Bahamas

The Marley Resort and Spa in Nassau, Bahamas, which opens this spring, was once Bob Marley family's summer home. It is located on Cable Beach with 16 luxurious themed suites themed on Marley song including Kinky Reggae, Nice Time, and Kaya. Contact: Nadeige Martelly at nadeige@andriamitsakospr.com .

Canada

The 10th edition of Butterflies Go Free (until 29 April) at the Montréal Insectarium will enable visitors to learn about some of the myths and legends surrounding butterflies and moths. Over 10,000 chrysalises are set to become butterflies and moths during the event. Visit: www.museumsnature.ca. Contact: DQUK@destinationquebec.co.uk. 

Finland 

Finnish heavy metal monsters and European Song Contest winners Lordi, have opened a monster theme restaurant in their hometown of Rovaniemi.

Rocktaurant, serves local food and after dinner drinks can be enjoyed in Lordi's very own monster-bar. In true Lordi spirit dishes on the menu include delicacies such as Slice Of Ox, Amen's Sacrificial Lamb, Awa's Headless Chicken and Rudolf's Last Journey. In the daytime the restaurant is open for everyone, but anyone wanting to visit after 9pm must be over 18. Visit: www.rocktaurant.com. Visit:  www.visitfinland.com. Contact: Riitta Balza at riitta.balza@mek.fi  

Greece

For 2007, specialist Tour operator Libra Holidays has introduced the scenic coastal village of Sivota, which is situated on the northwest Greek mainland, in its 2007 programme. Renowned for its pine and olive trees, sandy bays, picturesque harbour and low key tourism, Sivota truly is an undiscovered region of Greece. Visit : www.libraholidays.co.uk Contact Lena Georgiou at l.georgiou@libraholidays.net.
The Himalays

Explore Himalaya operates a tour on the world’s highest railway from Beijing to Lhasa, which is combined with an overland tour from Lhasa to Kathmandu featuring a visit to the Everest Base Camp located at an altitude of 5200m. This tour is a good introduction to the ancient Chinese culture with a visit to the Great Wall and the Forbidden City, a 48 hours train journey through China, a full insight into the Tibetan culture and a drive through the high Tibetan plateau to Kathmandu. Visit: www.explorehimalaya.com Contact: Julien Van Loye at julien@explorehimalaya.com
Hungary 

Stag Republic the stag party organiser in Eastern Europe, expects more stag groups than ever to arrive in Budapest in 2007. The company also launched tours to Warsaw and Krakow in 2006 and sees Poland as the next boom area for stag tourism. Visit: www.stagrepublic.co.uk. Contact: Josey Walker at info@stagrepublic.co.uk. 

Malaysia

The Shangri-La Hotel in Kuala Lumpur, the capital of Malaysia, is offering a special F1 package for the weekend of the Sepang International Circuit race (6 to 8 April 2007). The Shangri-La Hotel, Kuala Lumpur, is widely regarded as the most luxurious hotel in the city, located in the heart of the business and shopping district and approximately 45 minutes from the race circuit. Visit: www.shangri-la.com. Contact: Kate Jones at kate.jones@shangri-la.com.

USA: Florida

NASA’s Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex has announced the opening of Shuttle Launch Experience, slated for May 25, 2007. The $60 million launch simulation will take visitors on their own journey with the sights, sounds and sensations of the space shuttle’s voyage to Earth’s orbit.  It has been designed in consultation with NASA and space shuttle astronauts. Visit: www.KennedySpaceCenter.com. Contact: Martin Court at martin.court@circlesolution.com. 
USA, New Mexico 

Santa Fe's annual summer festival of visual and performing arts runs from June through August Santa with a programme of opera (www.santafeopera.org), Native American art (www.swaia.org), chamber music (www.sfcmf.org), international folkart (www.folkartmarket.org) and flamenco (www.mariabenitez.com). Contact: Jennifer Hoffman at jennifer@ballantinespr.com.  

USA: West Virginia

The meeting of the Shenandoah and Potomac rivers marks Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, a town known for its landscape and history. The Harpers Ferry National Historical Park runs along the Appalachian Mountain Trail and this was also the site of the first successful American railroad, John Brown’s attack on slavery; the largest surrender of Federal troops during the Civil War and the education of former slaves in one of the earliest integrated schools in the US.  Visit www.callwva.com. Contact: Jane Wilson at jwilson@destination-marketing.co.uk.

· Reasons to write about

Snowsports in Finland 

Snowsports specialist Neilson has added Finland, known to many as Lapland, to its ski programme. 

Finland is situated in Northern Europe on the Scandinavian Peninsula with Sweden to the west, Russia to the east, Norway to the north and Estonia to the south.

It is set to become an ever-popular destination with its Arctic blue polar skies providing a stunning backdrop to snow-covered forests and slopes. 

 

Blanketed under snow from November to May, Finland is one of the best places to experience genuine arctic activities including driving a team of huskies across the snow and visiting a reindeer farm before enjoying an evening snowmobiling through snow-covered forests, taking in the Northern Lights. 

 

Home to Santa Claus, Finland is a great destination for families. Children will love searching for Santa’s secret hideaway before entering his cosy candlelit hut where they can chat with Santa and enjoy hot drinks and gingerbread. As well as Christmas and New Year’s dinners, special festive evenings are organised where Santa and his reindeers make an appearance.

 

In its Finland programme, Neilson features the two picturesque resorts of Levi and Ylläs.

Ylläs sits serenely at the southern base of the region’s highest “fell”, home to Finland’s longest ski run. Its uncrowned slopes are perfect for beginners and intermediates, while the choice of activities including Northern Lights Safaris, Husky Dog Sledding, Reindeer and Husky Safaris and Ice Fishing, means visitors can enjoy experiences that they have only ever dreamed of.  

 

The Snow Village in Ylläs has walls and interiors made entirely of ice with frozen sculptures adorning the rooms. Inside, two ice domes house a large restaurant and bar, plus bedrooms and suites. Within the grounds, a heated restaurant, heated rooms, sauna, bathroom and kitchen facilities are provided for visitors and overnight guests.

 

Levi is situated 170km north of the Arctic Circle and is Finland’s most famous resort, hosting World Cup ski events in a snow sure climate. The slopes are crowd-free in an artic environment that only Lapland can offer. Off the slopes, wrap up in the back of a husky sled or float high above the hilly scenery in a hot air balloon. 

 

Visit www.neilson.co.uk. Contact: Chloe Handy at chloe.handy@fleishmaneurope.com.

Seahorse spotting in St Vincent’s 

Research by the National Seahorse Breeding Centre, in the UK, has found the seahorse’s fabled reputation for monogamy is a myth and it appears that they are promiscuous little creatures.

The news is expected to increase interest in the beautiful little creatures and one of the best places to see them is in the waters around the Caribbean island of St Vincent.

A good base for experienced scuba divers and snorkelers hoping to spot seahorses is Young Island (www.youngisland.com), a tropical, 35-acre island resort 200 metres off shore from St Vincent. 

There are a number of Caribbean Slender Seahorse families resident along Young Island’s northern coastline where, according to this new research, they have been playing sex games and enjoying wife swapping for years!

Young Island is an enormous, exclusive tropical garden with cottage accommodation dotted among the lush foliage. 

Recent developments at the resort include the addition of two new luxury Hillside Plunge Pool suites which join the other cottages, some situated along the beach while others are like giant tree houses on the hillside which offer incredible birds’ eye views over the island and the sea.

Also recently opened is Spa Kalina, which sits amongst the colourful shrubs and offers a selection of pampering treatments in completely relaxing and peaceful surroundings.

Visit: www.svgtourism.com. Contact Kate Oliver at kate@oliverrelations.co.uk.

Varanasi, India 

The Indian City of Varanasi has received a silver award for customer satisfaction in the Wanderlust Travel Awards 2007.

Varanasi is a famous Hindu holy city situated on the banks of the river Ganges in the Indian state of Uttar Pradesh. It is one of the oldest continually inhabited cities in the world and is often also referred to as the city of temples and learning.

Varanasi received an impressive 96 per cent satisfaction rating from readers of the UK’s leading independent travel magazine narrowly missing out on the top spot by a mere 0.36 per cent.

Wanderlust’s top city top five were:


1. Luang Prabang, Laos 
2. Varanasi, India 
3. Cordoba, Spain 
4. Siena, Italy 
5. San Francisco, USA 

 Visit: www.incredibleindia.org. Contact: Vivek Angra at vivek@indiatouristoffice.org
Trips with bridges 

Sydney Harbour Bridge, Australia 

Honour this incredible feat of engineering with a visit to the 'Coat Hanger' itself or to one of these other incredible bridges. If you would like any further information, please contact Ian Bradley, Julia Farish, Rebecca Holloway, Sarah Belcher, Richard Mellor or Rob Looker on 020 8891 4440 or email initial.surname@travelpr.co.uk

Sydney celebrates the 75th Anniversary of the Harbour Bridge on 18 March. The will be closed to traffic for the longest time in its history, allowing thousands of people to walk its length. Will allow pedestrians to admire this feat of engineering up close. There will also be an air show and water spectacle in the harbour and an Aboriginal Ceremony at sunset. All Ways Pacific offers seven nights in Sydney (www.all-ways.co.uk). 

Millau Bridge, France 

At over 300 metres high, the Millau Bridge over France's River Tarn is the tallest bridge in the world and consists of seven slender pylons supporting 36,000 tonnes. VFB Holidays offers fly-drive short breaks to the Gorges du Tarn (www.vfbholidays.co.uk).
Brooklyn Bridge, New York 

Brooklyn Bridge is one of the oldest suspension bridges in the United States and on completion, was the largest suspension bridge in the world. Walk the 5,989 feet across the East River and enjoy peaceful views of the city that never sleeps. Kirker Holidays has three-night breaks (www.kirkerholidays.com).

The Rialto Bridge, Venice 

The Rialto Bridge crosses the Grand Canal in Venice and is one of the world's longest span masonry arch bridges. The bridge has a central walkway leading between two rows of small shops selling jewellery, linens and Murano glass. Sunvil Discovery Italy has a three-night stay at the Hotel Rialto, located opposite the bridge (www.sunvil.co.uk/italy).
The Kaaimans River Bridge, South Africa

The Kaaimans River Bridge spans the river valley between George and Knysna on South Africa’s Garden Route - its curved construction makes it particularly photogenic and it is one of the most famous images of South Africa. Ffestiniog's 14-night South African Gold escorted rail tour travels across the bridge aboard the Outeniqua Choo-Tjoe - South Africa's only steam-operated passenger train. (www.festtravel.co.uk). 
Contact Robert Looker at r.looker@travelpr.co.uk

Diving at the Kingdom of Redonda, Caribbean

The Green Monkey Dive Shop on the Caribbean island of Montserrat has launched new scuba diving excursions to its closest island neighbour, the uninhabited Kingdom of Redonda. 

Green Monkey, which is the only dive shop to offer trips to Redonda, has teamed up with new charter airline Air Montserrat (www.airmontserrat.com) to offer day trips to Montserrat from nearby Nevis, St Kitts and Antigua.

Redonda is the rocky remnant of an extinct volcano, fifteen miles northwest of Montserrat. 

Its underwater world offers pristine diving with magnificent visibility at uncharted sites. Divers can swim amongst six-foot barrel sponges with giant southern stingrays, moray eels and sea turtles, whilst nurse sharks, spotted eagle rays and five-foot barracudas may also be seen. 

Explore underwater caves at The World’s End at the northernmost point of the island, or search for remnants of a sunken barge and its anchors, some of which measure more than 20 feet in length and lie encrusted in coral. 

An unbroken reef runs for approximately 275 metres along the Leeward (western) side of the island. 

Redonda was originally claimed by Montserratian sea trader Matthew Dowdy Shiell in 1865, which declared himself King of the island before passing the title to his fifteen-year-old son in 1880. The young King, known as King Felipe, moved to England after completing his education, where the line of unbroken monarchs remains to the present day. 

The Green Monkey Dive Shop is a full-service dive operation, boat tour and watersport rental facility based in Little Bay, Montserrat. 

Visit: www.divemontserrat.com. Contact: Kate Popham at kate@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

Places to gaze at the moon

cazenove+loyd, which provides tailor made itineraries to Africa, Latin America, have chosen their four favourite spots around the world to experience a full moon. 
Uxmal, Yucatan Peninsular, Mexico
Uxmal is one of the most well known and best preserved of the Mayan cities. The layout of the buildings reveals a knowledge of astronomy superior to that of the Ancient Greeks. The Palace of the Governor is regarded as one of the best examples of Puuc architecture and in the moonlight, it is evocative and haunting. 

Kubu Island, Makgadikgadi Pans, Kalahari Desert, Botswana
Kubu is a granite Island, which rises up from the saltpans of the Kalahari Desert, with fossil beaches, stunted baobab trees and stonewalls. On a private safari, mounted on quad bikes, it is possible to set up a tented camp on the island to enjoy full moon in this ancient quasi-lunar landscape. 

Sindabezi Island, Victoria Falls, Zambia
The three months after the rainy season from April through to September is the best time to see a lunar rainbow, which only happens in the spray of the Victoria Falls. This unique spectacle can be seen the day before and the day after the full moon. 

Diani Beach Kenya
Kenya should be dry at Christmas and New Year with the sea is at its calmest. Diani House overlooks a long sandy beach on the Indian Ocean south of Mombasa and is ideal for a family holiday. You can watch the effect of the full moon on the sea from the veranda with a drink in hand. 

Visit: www.cazloyd.com. Contact: Tiggy Dean at tiggy@hillanddeanpr.com. 

Acoma Sky City, Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Acoma Sky City, which lies sixty miles west of Albuquerque, New Mexico, atop a sheer-walled, 370-foot sandstone mesa, is the oldest continuously inhabited community in North America and the 28th National Trust Historic Site, to named by the National Trust. 

It was also designated a National Historic Landmark in 1960 and a Save America's Treasures site in 1999.

Today, approximately 15 families live year-round atop the 70-acre mesa, which overlooks a desert-and-mountain sweep of northern New Mexico and dates back to 1150 AD.

It is a vibrant community of adobe houses, plazas, walkways and the San Esteban del Rey Mission Church, completed around 1640. 

The Native American Pueblo of Acoma owns Acoma Sky City, and the tribal council is responsible for all decisions and operations. 

Hour-long tours of Acoma Sky City are offered throughout the year. 

Guided by Acoma residents, they provide an introduction to the history and culture of the pueblo as well as an exploration of the church, plazas and residential areas. 

Visit www.skycity.com or www.nationaltrust.org. Contact: Mike Stauffer at mike.stauffer@state.nm.us.  

Women only tours

The Independent Traveller offers women only fully escorted tours to exclusive hotels and resorts in exotic destinations around the world. 

Designed by women for women, these tours have been created with single professional women, divorcees, widows and wives of busy executives in mind.

Their Discover the Cape Tour, gives a unique insight into the wonders of Cape Town, the Winelands and the Garden Route, for a maximum of eight guests.

The company also arranges small group women-only holidays to Nepal, Zambia, Hong Kong, India, and Morocco.

Visit www.independenttraveller.com. Contact Deirdre Cumberbatch at deirdre@river-communications.com. 
Living like a gaucho in the Argentine Pampas     

Argentina is well known for its love of horses and polo matches and a stay on one of its traditional ranches just outside of Buenos Aires can give visitors a true taste of Argentina from a by-gone era.

The Argentinean countryside is littered with century old ranches or ‘estancias’ and the Estancia El Rocio, a working ranch just over an hour from Buenos Aires, is one of the best that is open for visitors.

Facilities at the four-bedroom estancia include a swimming pool, stables and two polo fields, all set within amazing gardens and countryside. 

Activities that guests can take part in include riding, golf and fishing, plus the option to attend a polo clinic designed for both advanced and inexperienced riders.

The ‘gauchos’ were known as the ‘wanderers of the Pampas’ and were the cowboys of South America. 

Their method of grilling meat on an open fire has been a tradition in Argentina since the 1700’s and guests of the ranch will have the opportunity of sampling this Argentine style BBQ during their stay.

Flight Centre is offers full board packages at the Estancia.

Visit: www.flightcentre.co.uk. Contact Karin Jones at karin.jones@flightcentre.co.uk

Hon Tre Island, Vietnam

The world’s longest cable car to cross the sea now runs from Nhat Trang to Vinpearl Land in Vietnam.

Vinpearl Land, which is located on Hon Tre Island off the coast of Nha Trang City, in southeastern Vietnam, is considered one of the top 29 most beautiful bays in the world. 

Vinpearl Land offers white sand beaches and turquoise sea and the certainty of 300 days of sunshine per year. There is the five-star Sofitel Vinpearl Resort & Spa and the Vinpearl Amusement Park, the in Vietnam.

The cable car will allow passengers to reach the island in nine minutes.

Visit: www.vietnamtourism.com. Contact: Karen Di Cato-Carvalho at karen@vincomjsc.com. 

Bermuda

Bermuda, just six-and-a-half hours from London and just under two hours from New York, stretches for 21 miles along crystal blue waters and surrounded by a 200-square-mile coral reef plateau.

Bermuda in the North Atlantic Ocean is located off the east coast of the United States approximately 1,100 miles northeast of Miami, Florida.

Although commonly referred to in the singular, the territory consists of approximately 138 islands.

Bermuda's activities offer a range of holiday options, including wreck dives, horseback riding and smooth pink beaches. Accommodation ranges from luxury resorts to intimate cottages.

Bermuda benefits from a semi-tropical climate and only two seasons. In spring during the ‘Golf and Spa’ season temperatures reach a satisfying average of 65 degrees while in the summer during the ‘Beach and Sizzle’ season temperatures hit 85 degrees.

Spas 

The island offers treatments and therapies at Elbow Beach, Ocean Spa at Cambridge beaches and the Willow Stream Spa at Fairmont Southampton.

Golf

Bermuda has more golf courses per square mile than anywhere else in the world and each with a sea view.

The PGA Grand Slam of Golf hosted by The Mid Ocean Club and The Fairmont Southampton takes place on 16 and 17 October 2007.

Diving 

Nicknamed “Shipwreck Alley,” Bermuda has 365 documented shipwrecks dating from the 1500s. These range from Spanish galleons to confederate steamers and 20th century cargo ships. 

Visit: www.bermudatourism.com. Contact: Lena Day at lena.day@rooster.co.uk 

Latvia

The Republic of Latvia, in Northern Europe, borders Estonia to the north and Lithuania to the south – and both Russia and Belarus to the east. In the west, Latvia shares a maritime border with Sweden. The capital of Latvia is Riga.

Latvia has been a member state of the European Union since May 1, 2004. 

The Latvian Tourism Development Agency has now started promoting Latvia in earnest with a campaign entitled You won’t believe it (www.youwontbelieveit.eu).

Visit: www.latviatourism.lv Contact: Eva Staltmane at eva.s@btconnect.com
· A place to stay

Bushmans Kloof and Grootbas Reserve, South Africa 

South Africa's Bushmans Kloof Wilderness Reserve and Retreat and Grootbas Private Nature Reserve have put together the Whales to Wilderness package.

Bushmans Kloof Wilderness Reserve and Retreat

There’s the chance to discover the breathtaking massive sandstone boulders and bio diverse landscape of the Cederberg in one of South Africa's luxurious hideaways and experience the great outdoors and spiritual beauty of the wilderness. Visit : www.bushmanskloof.com. 

Grootbas Private Nature Reserve
Situated less than two hours from Cape Town and overlooking the spectacular Walker Bay, Grootbos offers 1768 hectares of unique Cape Floral Kingdom, with over 670 species of indigenous flowering plants, a walk, horse ride or 4x4 drive through Grootbos Nature Reserve offers young and old an introduction to nature's more subtle nuances. Visit : www.grootbos.co.za. 
Contact Arnelle Kendall at: arnellek@aol.com


English Heritage cottages

English Heritage has added to its successful portfolio of holiday cottages. 
 

The Retreat at North Leigh Roman Villa, Oxfordshire, provides a dramatic setting for a cosy one-bedroom cottage overlooking the foundations of a home last inhabited in the 4th century. 

Priors Lodge, North Yorkshire allows guests to enjoy the out-of-hours tranquillity of the cloisters of Mount Grace Priory. 

Garden Cottage and Greenhouse Apartment overlook the garden of Walmer Castle, Kent - the late Queen Mother’s favourite residence.    

 

Also on offer are:

· Cambridge House at Audley End, Essex 

· Pool House situated close to the romantic ruins and spectacular gardens of Witley Court, Worcestershire; South Lodge overlooking 1066 Battle of Hastings at Abbey and Battlefield, East Sussex, and 

· Bowling Green Apartment, the former residence of Queen Victoria’s favourite daughter at Carisbrooke Castle, Isle of Wight. 

The new cottages offer guests the chance to soak up the atmosphere at some of England’s most important historic sites. 

Visit: www.english-heritage.org.uk. Contact: Kate Woods at kate.woods@uk.grayling.com
Sunset Resorts, Jamaica 

With more than 1,200 guestrooms in three of Jamaica's leading resort areas, Sunset Resorts offers a range of all-inclusive vacation experiences. 

The company's flagship property, the 430-room Sunset Beach Resort & Spa (www.sunsetbeachresort.com) is located in Montego Bay and offers the ideal escape with a host of activities for singles, couples and families. 

The 730-room Sunset Jamaica Grande and Spa in Ocho Rios (www.sunsetjamaicagrande.com) with it's recently completed multi-million dollar renovation offers a wide range of sparkling new amenities 

The 65-room Sunset at the Palms (www.sunsetatthepalms.com) is located in Negril. This chic and intimate hideaway is perfect for discerning guests seeking the most blissful beach in Jamaica 

Visit www.sunsetresortsjamaica.com. Contact Rebie Batista at rebie@andriamitsakospr.com
The Hotel Giardino Di Costanza, Sicily

The Kempinski Hotel Giardino Di Costanza in Western Sicily, is to open its own private sandy beach in April. Sicily is an autonomous region of Italy and the largest island in the Mediterranean Sea

The new beach is on Mazara del Vallo Bay, ten minutes free shuttle ride from the hotel. The beach will have an ocean view restaurant and bar, as well as diving and watersports facilities for adults and children. It will open from April to October.

The hotel, which opened in 2005, is one hour's drive from Palermo in an undiscovered area of the island, which has an extensive cultural, archaeological and historical heritage. The Selinunte Greek Temples are only twenty minutes away. 

Visit www.kempinski-sicily.com. Contact Tiggy Dean at tiggy@hillanddeanpr.com.

The Shangri-La Hotel, Guangzhou, China

The Shangri-La Hotel, Guangzhou, has its grand opening on 26 March.

Guangzhou is the capital and the sub-provincial city of Guangdong Province in the southern part of the People's Republic of China. 

The city, also known by an older English-language name Canton, is a port on the Pearl River, navigable to the South China Sea. It has a population of 6 million making it the most populous city in the province and the third most populous metropolitan area in China.

The hotel is the 50th hotel in the Shangri-La group and the first luxury hotel to open in the city for more than a decade.

It is sited next to the Guangzhou International Convention and Exhibition Centre and is 30 minutes by car from Guangzhou Bai Yun International Airport. 

The hotel, which has 730 guest rooms and suites, enjoys views of the Pearl River from its riverside location and elegant landscaped gardens.

The group's signature spa brand  - CHI, The Spa at Shangri-La  - will be on offer to guests.

Other openings in China this year include Baotou, Chengdu, Huhhot, Shenzhen, Xian and the deluxe Valley Wing at the Shangri-La Beijing, plus new hotels in Abu Dhabi and Chiang Mai. 

The Hong Kong-based Shangri-La Hotelsand Resorts currently manages 50 hotels under the five-star Shangri-La and four-star Traders brands in Canada, mainland China, France, India, Japan, Macau, Malaysia, Maldives, Philippines, Qatar, Seychelles, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom and the United States. 

Visit: www.shangri-la.com. Contact   Kate Jones at kate.jones@shangri-la.com

Hotel Kämp, Helsinki

Readers of Global Traveler, an American specialist magazine for business travellers, have voted Hotel Kämp, Helsinki as the best hotel in Europe in 2006. 

Founded in 1887, the elegant 179-room hotel has been an integral part of Finnish history, politics, art, and business life for over 120 years. 

It is situated opposite the Esplanade Park and has played host to royalty, presidents, famous artists, and businessmen. Visit: www.luxurycollection.com. Contact: Sarah Moreira at sarah.moreira@starwoodhotels.com. 
The BurJurman Rotana Suites, Dubai

Rotana Hotels has opened the BurJurman Rotana Suites in Dubai. The property is a collection of 148 guestrooms directly connected to the BurJuman shopping mall and five minutes from the Dubai World Trade Centre and a ten-minute drive from the Dubai International Airport. 

Rotana Hotels currently manages 21 properties throughout the Middle East including properties in prominent cities such as Dubai and Abu Dhabi. 

The group has plans to double the size of the portfolio with a further 22 projects in the pipeline. 

Internationally, Rotana Hotels has alliances with a range of renowned groups such as Thistle Hotels in the UK, Affinia Hospitality in New York and First Hotels in Scandinavia. 

Visit: www.rotana.com.  Contact: Catriona Hamilton at catriona.hamilton@rooster.co.uk.

· The next issue

The next issue of the International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin will be issued in April 2007. Archived issues are available at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 

· Contacts 

The International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 776 419 8286, and

Charo Moreno at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 781 805 2331. 
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