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Here are opportunities for Alliance members that have come through in the last couple of weeks. 

For a list of all opportunities visit www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com and click on opportunities.

Lonely Planet 

Lonely Planet will be delighted to provide Alliance members with review copies of their guides in return for a credit or review.

For over 30 years, Lonely Planet's team of expert travel writers has inspired and guided independent travellers to explore the world around them. 

Lonely Planet is passionate about responsible travel and encourages people to make their impact as positive as possible. 

The company has a portfolio of over 500 books, innovative downloadable digital guides, an award-winning website and television programmes.

As a result the company can also provide members with product and company information, organise Lonely Planet authors for interview, offer travel advice and commentary and supply copies of their guides to give away to readers.

Finally Lonely Planet will provide Alliance members with travel fact box material. 

Visit: www.lonelyplanet.com/pressroom.  

Contact:

Europe, Middle East and Africa: Heather Carswell at Heather.Carswell@lonelyplanet.co.uk. 
North and Central America: Frank Ruiz at frank.ruiz@lonelyplanet.com. 

Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au. 

Central American press trips

The Central American countries of Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and Panama are keen to work with Alliance members.

To start the relationship there are two (short notice) press trips to: 

a) Guatemala and Honduras (4 to 14 May), and
b) Costa Rica, Nicaragua and Panama (17-31 May)

Places are limited and will be allocated to travel writers with a confirmed commission in a national newspaper.

The Alliance will be working with these and other Central American countries to open up opportunities in the future.

For more information on the press trips or to request a place or to receive more information on these countries now contact Rodolfo Milesi at RMilesi@chime.plc.uk 
Press trip to Brazil 

Brazil, one of the sought-after tourist destinations, is keen to work with the Alliance.  

Since joining the BRIC Alliance (Brazil, Russia, India and China) in 2002, it is experiencing exponential growth - particularly in the tourism and leisure sectors.  

 

In order to ensure that the development of resorts, hotels leisure facilities and accommodation is developed lawfully, safely and securely without uncontrolled damage to the environment, a Brazilian Government-back Association called ADIT Nordeste has been set up.  

 

ADIT Nordeste represents Real Estate and Tourism Development in the nine states that make up the Northeast region of Brazil, which include the cities of Natal, Forteleza, Recife and Salvador (not Rio de Janeiro or Sao Paulo).  

Its main role is to establish business partnerships between reputable Brazilian organisations and potential foreign investors in land and tourism.  Hoteliers and resort developers are now getting into position to tap this tourist boom.  They will find all the help and support they need from ADIT Nordeste.

 

ADIT (www.aditnordeste.org.br) also promotes the Brazilian Northeast abroad.  The Association provides useful facts and statistics about investing in the region, acquiring land, seeking partners to begin new ventures, designing, building, staffing and managing resorts. 
 
Nordeste Invest 2007

Business-to-business conference, NORDESTE INVEST 2007 (www.nordesteinvest.com.br), which is to be held in the city of Salvador, Bahia from 13 to15 June 2007, is Brazil's most important tourism and real estate business event. Over 400 Brazilian and foreign companies participated in the first event last year.
 

Journalists are being invited to visit three beautiful states in the Northeast region before attending the conference in Bahia and networking with others in the travel trade.  

All flights, travel and accommodation will be paid for by ADIT.  Only business-to-business travel journalists are invited to apply.

 
Other Alliance members who would like more information about the Real Estate and Tourism in Brazil are invited to attend presentations hosted by ADIT Nordeste in London on 10 and 11 May 2007 or to contact: Kerry Clark at kerry@tidewaycommunications.com
Eland travel books 

Alliance members can get review copies of Eland Publishing travel books provided they have a commission and an intention to include a reference to them
Eland specialises in keeping the classics of travel literature in print. 

Eland books open out our understanding of other cultures, interpret the unknown, and reveal different environments as well as celebrating the humour and occasional horrors of travel.
Visit: www.travelbooks.co.uk Contact: Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk.

Sail Away to Romance, St Augustine, Florida

Alliance members are invited to apply for individual media visits to St Augustine, Florida as part of the Sail Away to Romance Package by the 7 Inns of Elegance.

The visits, between Sunday and Thursday in June or September, include accommodation and a trip aboard the Schooner Freedom.

America’s ‘Oldest City’ is sizzling with Romance and Adventure on the high seas as couples enjoy a special promotion celebrating St. Augustine’s 442nd Birthday!  

The 7 Inns of Elegance in St. Augustine, Florida, will be inviting visiting couples to enjoy a romantic 2-hour sail along the historic St. Augustine bay front aboard the Schooner Freedom (between 1 May and 15 November 2007).

The Schooner Freedom, a tall ship 72’ Topsail Schooner, is a U.S. Coast Guard certified sailing vessel, a replica of the blockade runners that once cruised the famous waters in the 19th century.  

Guests can choose either a sunset 2-hour romantic evening sail or a midday cruise through the Matanzas River.  The Schooner Freedom offers relaxing sails in which snacks, fruit, beer, wine and soft drinks are included. 

Visit: www.innsofelegance.com. Contact: Leigh Cort at leighc@aug.com. 
Press trip to Malawi 

 
The Malawi Tourism Marketing Consortium and Kenya Airways are inviting Alliance members to apply for a place on a press trip to Malawi in late May/early June 2007. 
 
This will be a wonderful opportunity to see one of Africa's lesser-known but most alluring countries, which is now attracting more and more interest among travellers. 
 
Politically stable and known for its warm welcome, this stunningly beautiful country has a greater diversity of scenery and attractions than many African countries five times its size.

Kenya Airways operates the most modern and spacious aircraft to fly the African Skies. They fly from Terminal 4 London-Heathrow to Nairobi to connect with an extensive network of onward flights to destinations across Africa, including Lilongwe.

The press party will tour in two separate groups of three, with a northern or southern itinerary. 
 
Transfers will be by road, air and luxury yacht, with opportunities to see Central Africa's highest mountain (the 10,000ft Mt.Mulanje); the world's first freshwater national park, game parks, the beauty of the vast inland sea of Lake Malawi, the famous Zomba Plateau ('the best views in the British Empire'!) and lots more. 
 
Game viewing in Malawi includes walking safaris, safaris by boat and on horseback as well as conventional 4x4s. 
 
Accommodation will range from luxury hotels, hideaway beach lodges, wilderness lodges (including one in Mozambique) and safari park lodges. Their locations include islands, lakeshore beaches, a tea estate, the unique Nyika plateau and tropical forest.

For more information on Malawi visit: www.malawitourism.com. 

Places will be allocated on the basis of confirmed commissions; with preference will be given to commissions for UK National Newspapers or Magazines.
 
Contact: Mr Kelly White at enquiries@malawitourism.com or on +44 (0) 115 982 1903


Press trips to the Czech Republic

 
The Czech Tourist Authority is keen to work with Alliance members. 

It is currently inviting UK Alliance members to apply for a place on one of two separate press trips to the Czech Republic.
 
Monday 14 to Thursday 17 May 2007
 
The first is to the region of Central Bohemia and Prague from Monday 14 to Thursday 17 May 2007. 
 
The trip will take in Czech life other than Prague (which most people associate with Czech Republic) including castles and spas.
 
Monday 23 to Wednesday 25 July 2007
 
The second trip from Monday 23 to Wednesday 25 July features the 'Spa Triangle’.  The trip would include a visit to Prague (for one night) on 23 July, then off to see Karlovy Vary (where Casino Royale was filmed), sweet little spa towns of Marienske Lazne as well as Frantiskove Lazne.   
 
Please note in some circumstances there is also the option of arriving on Friday to spend the weekend in Prague prior to the formal press trips, which begin on Monday.  
 
Contact: Wendy Walker at walker@czechtourism.com or on +44 207 631 0427. Visit: www.czechtourism.com.

Press trip to the Viking Island of Leka, Norway 

Findus Ltd is inviting Alliance member to apply for a place on a press trip to the Viking island of Leka, which is situated some 300 km north of Trondheim and only 120 km south of the Polar Circle in scenic Norway.

The trip is currently slated for week commencing May 21 for two days.

This invitation is open to freelancers and in-house journalists, with Findus Ltd wanting to hear how the story will be relevant to the commissions secured.

For further information contact Zara at zara@rosereidmedia.com.

Invitation to golf in Slovenia

Slovenia’s 2nd international golf invitational takes place from 17 to 20 May, with a tournament at the Ljubljana Arboretum Golf Club on 18 May. 

There is also the opportunity for golf writers to play at either at the Bled Golf & Country Club in the Julian Alps, or at the Castle Golf Club in Slovenia’s south east on the 19th. 

UK writers, with a commission to write about Slovenia, are warmly invited to participate. Contact Mary Stuart-Miller at m.stuart-miller@virgin.net.

Travel writing course in Australia

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on an August weekend travel-writing course by award-winning journalist and www.ninemsn.com.au travel columnist Daniel Scott.

The course take place takes place between Thursday August 2nd and Sunday August 5th 2007 at beautiful Boomerang Beach, on the mid-North coast of New South Wales in Australia.  The usual cost of this course is $A350 (145 Pounds/$290) but Daniel is offering members a 10% discount making the price $A315 (130 pounds/$260).

It covers travel writing techniques such as penning a winning introduction and story structure, offers tips on travel photography and gives the low-down on marketing your work to newspapers, magazines and the web.  Over three days, you will also have the chance to complete a full-length travel article, to receive professional feedback on your work and to use the lovely Great Lakes region of New South Wales as material for future articles.   
 
Contact Daniel Scott at danscott26@yahoo.co.uk.

Travel Writing workshop in Central London 


In a Georgian drawing room in the heart of Bloomsbury, tutors Dea Birkett and Rory Maclean, author of Stalin’s Nose and Magic Bus (Radio 4’s Book of the Week), lead a daylong intensive workshop designed for those starting out and those who would like to improve their travel writing. (Saturday 12th May and Saturday 9th June.)

There will also be a guest editor from a national publication. The day includes very practical writing exercises and an opportunity to ‘pitch’ your story to the editor. The cost is £99.99 for the day (10.30am-4.00pm). 

Contact Dea Birkett at travelworkshops@deabirkett.com 
The railways of the Exmoor National Park, UK 

Alliance members can obtain a complimentary ticket to let them enjoy a return ride on all three of the railways operating within the Exmoor National Park, UK (www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk), namely the West Somerset Steam Railway between Bishops Lydeard and Minehead; the Lynton and Lynmouth Cliff Railway and the re-opened section of the Lynton and Barnstaple narrow gauge railway between Woody Bay Station at Martinhoe Cross, and Parracombe.
 

The Railways Round Exmoor joint ticket offers a discount compared with buying tickets for each line individually, is valid most operating days until 31 December 2007 and does not have to be used all on one day. 

It costs £18 per adult, £16 for the 60 plus and £9 for children 5-15 years, fewer than 5s free. Tickets can be purchased from the booking offices at the three railways or in advance from West Somerset Railway by calling 01643 704996 and online at www.west-somerset-railway.co.uk. 

 

Visit: www.visit-exmoor.info. Contact Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. See also Reasons to write about the The railways of the Exmoor National Park.

Greenwich Alive! London, UK 

Greenwich Alive! which is 12 days of art, music, and architecture from Saturday 16 to Wednesday 27 June 2007 will celebrate the vibrant cultural, contemporary and classical mix within this corner of south east London. 

It will also mark the tenth anniversary since the centre of Greenwich was awarded World Heritage Site status for its architectural, scientific, maritime and royal associations.  

 

Venues hosting events over the twelve days include the Old Royal Naval College, National Maritime Museum (Queen’s House and Planetarium), Greenwich Royal Park, Greenwich Theatre, Blackheath Halls, Greenwich Picturehouse, St Alfege Church and Greenwich Market.

 

Visit: www.greenwichalive.com.  

Alliance members interested in more information or a facility visit should contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com.

· Industry news

Italian Tourist Board Travel Writing Awards in the UK

The Italian State Tourist Board is to hold the first Italian Tourist Board Travel Writing Awards in the U.K. 

The best travel pieces in each of the four categories and the best travel guide will be awarded with a prize at a Gala evening in early December 2007.
 

Articles submitted must be travel and tourism pieces on Italy in general or on a specific Italian city, region or area and must have been published by a newspaper daily or weekend issue, travel or consumer magazine or travel trade magazine in Great Britain between 1 January and 15 October 2007.

Travel guidebooks must be new editions on Italy in general, an Italian region or area or a specific city and must have been published in Great Britain by 15 October 2007. 

  

For more information contact: Alessandra Smith at: alessandrasmith@italiantouristboard.co.uk
Low cost London/New York 

Zoom Airlines is to launch a low cost service between London and New York with flights from £129. The low-fares, full-service airline is to operate daily flights from London Gatwick to New York JFK from Thursday 21 June. Visit: www.flyzoom.com. Contact: Lorna Inglis at Lorna@mediahouse.co.uk. 
Epoque Hotels

Epoque Hotels has 270 members that rank among the most trend-setting and luxury-classic boutique hotels. Alliance members wishing to publish articles involving one of the properties can get written information high-resolution images and help you making arrangements to visit the hotels. Visit: www.epoquehotels.com. Contact: Stefano Maranzana at stefano@epoquehotels.com.  

Wigtown Fairtrade Book Fair

Wigtown, in southwest Scotland, is to launch what it believes will be the UK’s first Fairtrade book festival. Contact: Rhiannon Batten at rhiannonbatten@hotmail.com. 
Comical cruises 

Island Cruises has teamed up with Jongleurs, the UK’s number one comedy brand and the world’s largest chain of comedy clubs, to bring laughs on board for 2008.Island Cruises has seven different Mediterranean itineraries visiting 28 ports of call and regional flying from 24 regional airports across UK and Ireland. Jongleurs will also be running comedy master-classes every week. Guests can learn how to write and perform stand up comedy – with the most promising being invited to share centre stage with one of the comedians before the end of the cruise. Visit: www.islandcruises.com. Contact: claire.headicar@islandcruises.com. 

The Simpsons theme park ride

Universal’s theme parks, Orlando and Hollywood, will add FOX’s blockbuster hit series, The Simpsons, as a new theme park ride in Spring 2008. Visit: www.universalorlando.co.uk and www.universalstudioshollywood.com. Contact: Joanna Geneen, at joanna.geneen@fleishmaneurope.com.

Meet England 

Meet England, the domestic business tourism team of national tourism agency, VisitBritain, has launched a new website www.meetengland.com to make it easier for organisations to research, plan and hold their business meetings, conferences, events and exhibitions in England. Contact: Elliott Frisby at Elliott.Frisby@visitbritain.org. 

Driving tips for Europe

Confused.com, the online insurance search engine, has produced a new (free) guide, who gives top tips and covers star drives throughout Europe. It explains that in Belgium; you can't leave a dog in a parked car, in Portugal, it's illegal to strap cycles to the back of a car; in Holland, bicycles have right of way and if you hit an elk you must report it to the police. For a copy of the guide visit www.confused.com and scroll down to the bottom of the home page or contact: Antonia Gormley at Antonia.Gormley@uk.grayling.com. 

· Leads

Australia 

Qualia, a luxury resort will open on Hamilton Island on the Great Barrier Reef at the end of August 2007.  Hamilton Island is the largest inhabited island of the Whitsunday Islands situated close to the east coast of Queensland, Australia. Qualia is located on the secluded northernmost point of the island. The resort 60 private one-bedroom pavilions accessible only to the Resort’s guests with interiors including purpose built hand crafted furniture by renowned designers, Freedman Rembel. Visit: www.qualiaresort.com.au. Contact: Jovanka Ristich at ristichj@aol.com.

Australia

Groote Eylandt is the largest island in the Gulf of Carpentaria in northeastern Australia and is the homeland of and is owned by, the Anindilyakwa people. The waters around Groote Eylandt, located 50 kms. Off the coast of Arnhem Land, are rich in marine life, whilst the island itself boasts a wealth of Aboriginal tradition, history and folklore, with rock and cave paintings dating back 8,000 years. The 60-room Dugong Beach Resort, which is set to open late 2007, will use elevated decking to preserve the local fauna, will offer accommodation for up to 150 guests, including facilities for visitors with disabilities. Visit: reservations@dugongbeachresort.com.au and www.australiasoutback.com. Contact: Jovanka Ristich at ristichj@aol.com.

Austria 

Passengers flying to Vienna with Austrian can use their boarding card for entry to one of city’s attractions the city or a drink at a top restaurant. Contact Melanie Grubb at melanie.grubb@virgin.net. 
Canada 

Rockwater Secret Cove Resort on British Columbia’s Sunshine Coast has its own Tenthouse Suites among the trees. Pitched amid arbutus trees, the tents feature private ocean views, king-sized beds, fireplaces, heated floors and hydrotherapy tubs. Visit: www.rockwatersecretcoveresort.com. Contact Nim Singh at singh.nim@ctc-cct.ca. 

Canada 

The Great Canadian Bungee in Morrison’s Quarry in the Outaouais region of Quebec has jumping platform towers 200 feet above the sparkling waters of a spring-fed lagoon—one of the world’s most beautiful bungee sites. Visit: www.bungee.ca. Contact Clair at DQUK@destinationquebec.co.uk. 

Canada 

The Just For Laughs Festival (July 1 to 31, 2007) in Montréal is the largest comedy festival featuring 2,000 events including galas, plays, show series and theatre. Visit:  www.hahaha.com. Contact: Clair at dquk@destinationquebec.co.uk  
Canada

The International Flora: Montréal Garden Festival, takes place in the Lock Gardens of the Quays in Old-Montreal from 29 June to 3 September 2007. Visit: www.floramontreal.ca. Contact: Julie Mailhot at jmailhot@floramontreal.ca. 

Falklands Islands 

Leger Holidays is marking this year’s 25th anniversary of The Falklands War tour incorporating most of the key sites from the campaign explored across six full days of battlefields visits, all accompanied by experienced local guides.

Leger offers 25 different battlefield tours around Europe. Visit www.legerbreaks.info. Contact: Adrian Johnson at adrian@lucrecommunications.com.

Finland 

Levi, one of the biggest ski resorts in Finnish Lapland, has opened a Levi Reindeer Park for summer 2007. The reindeer are wandering at the 170ha big park free. During the summer there are guided excursions during which to learn more about reindeer, get to meet the animals and take a lift to the top of fell to admire the remoteness and beauty of Lapland’s nature. Visit: www.levi.fi. Contact: leviskiresort@levi.fi. 

Finland

Tallink Star, has started year round sailings from Helsinki to Tallinn. The trips take two hours to travel from Helsinki, the capital and largest city in Finland, and Tallinn, the capital city and main seaport of Estonia. Visit: www.tallinksilja.com. Contact: Anne Lind at anne.lind@mek.fi. 
France 

Battlefields specialist, Leger Holidays, is offering guests the chance to get a taste of WWII, with a holiday incorporating a flight over the D-Day beaches in a historic Dakota plane. Contact: Adrian Johnson at adrian@lucrecommunications.com. 

Slovenia 

Throughout 2007 Slovenia is commemorating the 50th anniversary of the death of the internationally renowned Slovenian architect Jože Pleènik (1872 – 1957), who left a lasting mark on the three central European cities of Vienna, Prague and his native Ljubljana. His work transformed the three cities in the 1920s and 30s. Celebration of Pleènik's work will be part of a programme of activities promoting Slovenian culture during Slovenia's presidency of the EU at the start of 2008. Visit www.ljubljana-tourism.si. Contact: Mary Stuart Miller at m.stuart-miller@virgin.net. 

Thailand 

The five-star luxury Amari Orchid Resort & Tower is opening in mid-2007, on the Beach Road, in the Thai city of Pattaya. Visit: www.amari.com. Contact: Nikki Busuttil at email@amari.com.

USA: New Mexico 

The Indian Pueblo Cultural Centre (IPCC) in Albuquerque and the neighbouring Pueblos of Acoma and Zuni are running Pueblo-owned and operated guided bus tours to provide a comprehensive Native American cultural experience for visitors. Visit: www.indianpueblo.org. Contact: Megan Mayo at mayo@itsatrip.org.

· Reasons to write about

Flights to the edge of space

Specialist UK tour operator, WildWings, has added a new program to their space portfolio with the chance to break the sound barrier in a MiG-31 Foxhound, Russia’s newest and most advanced high-altitude interceptor.
 
The location – 300 kilometres from Moscow, at the Sokol Aircraft Plant in the practically unpronounceable Russian town of Nizhny Novgorod, where the security-cleared participants will be escorted onto an aircraft plant that employs some of the world’s finest pilots and supplies premier military aircraft to more than 30 countries around the world.
 
The aircraft – a MiG-31 E, built as the successor to the high-flying MiG-25, with a redesigned airframe for improved supersonic flying at low altitudes. A pilot’s licence and/or previous experience are not a prerequisite for flyers.  The pilots are among the world’s top test pilots; they all speak good English and will be in constant communication via the intercom system.  
 
The flight - typically around 50 minutes long the flight includes a period of flying at twice the speed of sound.

The trip - the 5-day trip begins with a night in a 5* Moscow hotel, next to Red Square and the Kremlin.  Transfers to the aircraft plant at Nizhny Novogorod, Russia’s third largest city sitting at the intersection of the Volga and Oka rivers and just a few hours flying time from Moscow, can be made by VIP six-passenger plane, rail or road.

The cost - approximately £13,785 per person including 4 nights at a 5* hotel with breakfast, English speaking guides for all transfers in Moscow and Nizhny Novorod (including between the two cities), flight planning, training and medical check, 50 minute flight and souvenir DVD. Non-flying guests can stay in a twin room with the flyer for around £1350. 

Zero-G flights - Alternatively, the Zero-G flights at Russia’s Gagarin Cosmonaut Training Centre in Star City, just outside Moscow, offer a more affordable space experience.  

Visit: space@wildwings.co.uk or www.wildwings.co.uk Contact Debra Taylor at debra@toucanmoon.com.

The Saint-Barth Music Festival

 

Saint-Barthélemy, officially the Collectivity of Saint-Barthélemy, is an overseas collectivity of France that came into being on 22 Feb 2007.
 

It encompasses the island of Saint-Barthélemy proper, plus several offshore islets, and is one of the four territories among the Leeward Islands in the Caribbean.
 

Its capital, Gustavia, is reminiscent of a hand painted backcloth for an operetta, with splashes of colour drawing attention to its Swedish and French Heritage. Balmy tropical breezes, French cuisine, turquoise water and world-famous beaches are just part of the island's attraction.
 

As a result, Saint-Barthélemy or Saint-Barth has long been considered a playground of the rich and famous and is known for its beautiful pristine beaches, gourmet dining in chic bistros and high-end designer shopping.
 

The island has about 25 hotels, most of them with 15 rooms or fewer, and the largest, the Guanahani has just 70 rooms. Hotels are classified in the traditional French manner 3 Star, 4 Star and 4 Star Luxe.
 

Villa vacations are extremely popular and there are hundreds of villas terraced into the hillsides throughout the island as well has many beachfront locations. 
 

The Saint-Barth Music Festival (13 to 27 January 2008)

 

The St Barth Music Festival, which started in 1985 with a group of professional musicians from the Pittsburgh area, has became truly international with musicians and dancers from France, Switzerland, Austria and Argentina as well as U.S.A.
The aim is to bring a calibre of music to an island, which, having a population of only 6,000 would otherwise not be feasible, and to foster interest in good music among the youth of the island. 
 

The artists of the Saint-Barth Music Festival have included the American Chamber Music Ensemble, the Claude Bolling Jazz Trio, ballerina Valentina Koslova, Soprano Alba Quezada, Jazz & and classical guitarist Eric Franceries. 
 

The organisers, all volunteers, are full or part-time residents of the island. Visit: www.st-barths.com. Contact: Elise Magras at odtsb@wanadoo.fr.
Yacht Haven Grande, St Thomas, US Virgin Islands 

Yacht Haven Grande is 13 acres of prestigious shopping, dining, upscale residential, hotel and entertainment facilities arranged around a 32-acre, state-of-the-art marina for mega yachts, smaller cruise ships and boats. 

Facilities at Yacht Haven Grande includes space for up to 50 mega yachts (from 80 to 450 feet in length), 80,000 square feet of retail village, 30,000 square feet of office space, 12 luxury condominiums, a private yacht club and 4 waterfront restaurants.  

Shopping here ranges from the world's top designers such as Coach, Chico and BCBG Max Azria to small fun shops.  Yacht Haven Grande's luxury residences overlook the skyline of gleaming yachts in the pristine waterfront of St. Thomas Harbour.  

Art Deco stairways, intricate iron detailing, second floor verandas, shutters, red roof, and romantic passageways mark these residences.

Visit: www.yachthavengrande.com. Contact: Jane Wilson at jwilson@destination-marketing.co.uk
Vilnius - the European Capital of Culture 2009

The European Commission has designated Vilnius the European Capital of Culture 2009, along with Linz, Austria.

Vilnius, the Lithuanian capital is the first city in the post-Communist block to be given this designation.

The city has named its European Capital of Culture programme Culture Live
In June 2007, the city will host the European Night of Culture. From dusk until dawn the city will host events in the renamed Salsa Square, Classics Alley, Jazz Street and Dance Square, etc. 

Parks will also turn into cinemas and the river will become the concert platform.

Visit: www.vilnius-tourism.lt or www.vilnius2009.lt. Contact Indre Trakimaite at Tourism@lithuanianembassy.co.uk.

Kangaroo Island, Australia 

Kangaroo Island is Australia's third largest island (after Tasmania and Melville Island). It is 112 kilometres southwest of Adelaide at the entrance of Gulf Saint Vincent. At its closest point to the mainland, it is 13 kilometres (eight miles) offshore from Cape Jervis, on the tip of the Fleurieu Peninsula in the state of South Australia.

It is home to a plethora of free roaming, native Australian wildlife including koalas, wallabies, penguins, sea lions, fur seals, kangaroos and cockatoos, as well as amazing geological formations such as the Remarkable Rocks and Admiral’s Arch. 

Natural wonders continue in the form of Seal Bay and Vivonne Bay voted one of the country’s best beaches.

Kangaroo Island Odysseys (www.kiodysseys.com.au) has released its 2007/08 brochure featuring an extensive selection of itineraries and accommodation options. 

He company, which specialises in personalised, small group or private charter 4WD nature and wildlife tours, offers a choice of 10 itineraries ranging from one-day tours to four-night experiences. 

Visit: www.tourkangarooisland.com.au and www.southaustralia.com. Contact: Jovanka Ristich at ristichj@aol.com
The railways of the Exmoor National Park, UK

Exmoor National Park is a national park situated on the Bristol Channel coast of Devon and Somerset in South West England. The park is 693 km² (267 mile²) of hilly open moorland and one of the first British National Parks. Designated in 1954, it is named after its main river, the River Exe. Several areas of the moor have been declared a Site of Special Scientific interest.

The West Somerset Railway

The West Somerset Railway is a twenty-mile country branch line of the old Great Western Railway offering a nostalgic ride back in time with its historic steam locomotives, coaches and wagons. It passes through ten unique stations from Bishops Lydeard to Minehead, while the surrounding countryside is varied and beautiful taking in the gentle rolling Quantock Hills, stunning views of Exmoor and unspoilt villages before reaching the coast. Trains run on selected days throughout the year. Visit: www.west-somerset-railway.co.uk.

 

The Lynton and Lynmouth Cliff Railway

The Lynton and Lynmouth Cliff Railway is one of the few water-powered lifts in the world and opened in 1888 to link the twin towns of Lynton and Lynmouth. It is 862 ft long with a vertical drop of 500 ft and an incline of around 1 in 1.75. Visit: www.cliffrailwaylynton.co.uk.

 

Lynton and Barnstaple Railway

The Lynton and Barnstaple Railway is a narrow gauge (2 ft/60 cm) line, which opened in 1898 to transport Victorian holidaymakers through glorious Devon scenery to the twin towns of Lynton and Lynmouth and local farmers to the market town of Barnstaple. Increasing road competition forced Southern Railway to close the line in 1935 but the memory of the much-loved little railway refused to die. On the day after the last trains ran a wreath was sent by “a constant user and admirer” with the inspiring message “perchance it is not dead but sleepeth”. Suitably inspired by this message, a dedicated band of enthusiasts has laboured long and hard to begin to bring the railway back to life. The delightful Woody Bay station, once the highest on the Southern Railway, has been beautifully restored and track has been re-laid as far as a Halt at Killington Lane on the edge of the village of Parracombe. Trains run on selected days throughout the year. Visit: www.lynton-rail.co.uk.

Visit: www.visit-exmoor.info or www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk.   

Contact Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

Garden tours of Australia

Ross Garden Tours has unveiled a new coach tour, which explores the entire East coast of Australia. 

The fully hosted, all-inclusive Grand Tour of Australia allows travellers to take in the most stunning gardens, normally not open to the public.

Hosted by Australia’s leading television horticulturists and gardening personalities, Graham Ross and his wife Sandra, the 14-day tour goes from Cairns to Melbourne, via Sydney, the Blue Mountains and Canberra.

Guests enjoy 5-star accommodation throughout the trip including the Shangri-La in Cairns, Hilton Hotel in Sydney and the Stamford Plaza in Melbourne.

Along the way visit one of the most botanically fascinating and diverse areas on earth in Queensland’s tropical rainforest; the Flecker Botanic Gardens, a tropical oasis of plants from around the world; the Chinese Garden of Friendship in Sydney; Mt Tomah’s Botanic Gardens, a cool-climate garden atop a basalt-capped peak in a World Heritage-listed rainforest; as

well as learn about the Wollemi Pine, prehistoric plants, once thought extinct, which were rediscovered in 1994 and now remain hidden deep within the Greater Blue Mountains.

Visit www.rosstours.co.uk. Contact Bethan at rgt@sealcommunications.co.uk.

The Loire Estuary Project 2007

The Loire Estuary Project 2007 (1 June to 1 September 2007), features over 40 installations by internationally renowned artists such as Anish Kapoor, Daniel Buren and Atelier Van Lieshout along the River Loire.

Stretching a total of 40 miles from Nantes to St Nazaire, the project will create a geographic and symbolic link between these two cities, which share a common history of shipbuilding. 

The works are lively, fun, unusual and everywhere; in the cities and ports, on the riverbanks, on the water and even in the water. 

They include an 80 foot duck, astonishing feats of architecture, dramatic fountains and a floating house, all of which can be viewed free of charge on foot or by bike. 

The best way to see the exhibition will be via a three-hour river cruise on board a specially-built mirrored boat or ‘floating diamond’. This unique audio-guided tour, designed by the artists and available in English and French, will accompany visitors through the river’s landscapes, its cultural and historic heritage and the installations themselves.

The project will also be repeated in 2009 and 2011.

Visit www.estuaire.info. Contact Sarah Manser at sarah@westernloire.com. 
Harbour Island’s Pink Sands Beach, Bahamas

Harbour Island is an island in the Bahamas off the north east coast of Eleuthera Island. The principal city is Dunmore Town.

The island is accessible by plane through North Eleuthera Airport, followed by a short water taxi ride from neighbouring North Eleuthera. 

Harbour Island is famous for its pink sand beach, which is found all along the east side of the island. 

Three miles long the beach has been declared "quite possibly the finest beach in the world” by Condé Nast Traveler and voted "Best Sand Beach” by the Travel Channel.  

The beach's pink colour comes from microscopic coral insects called Foraminifera.  With bright pink or red shells, they thrive underneath reefs, on sea floors, beneath rocks and caves.  

Foraminifera wash up on shore when waves or fish knock them loose.  Unlike typical beaches, the sand here is always cool – feel free to walk about with bare feet.  Sparkling waters are hemmed by a barrier reef that creates a natural aquarium perfect for snorkelling and some of the safest swimming in The Bahamas.  

The Coral Sands Hotel on Harbour Island (www.coralsands.com), which is situated on the northeast coast of Eleuthera Island has recently received a multimillion-dollar upgrade.  The Pink Sands Hotel (www.islandoutpost.com/pinksands), is also a 20-acre bird sanctuary.  

Contact: Michelle Dumaine at michelle@andriamitsakospr.com 

The First Emperor: China's Terracotta Army exhibition 

The First Emperor: China's Terracotta Army exhibit runs at the British Museum, London, UK from September 2007 to April 2008,

The exhibition will explore one of the greatest archaeological discoveries of the twentieth century, and provide insight into the legacy of China’s First Emperor, Qin Shihuangdi. 

Objects featured in the exhibition will include a number of the world-famous terracotta warriors from Xi'an, China, which were buried alongside the First Emperor in readiness for the afterlife, as well as some of the most striking recent discoveries made on the site. 
By introducing the idea of a unified state and effectively establishing China in 221BC, the First Emperor of Quin created what is today the oldest surviving political entity in the world. How that state has survived, developed and is viewed today will be explored through events, lectures and debates revolving around the London exhibition.

Short break specialist Super break has just launched a range of short break packages that combine overnight accommodation with a timed entrance ticket to see the First Emperor: China's Terracotta Army exhibition in London.

Visit: www.thebritishmuseum.ac.uk/firstemperor/ Contact: Madeleine Roast at madeleine@magneticpr.co.uk. 
Bavaria, Germany 

Bavaria is the largest state of today's Germany with Munich as its capital.

The state reported a 12 per cent growth in overnight stays in 2006 with 

Allgäu

The Allgäu, bordering on the Lake Constance and the Austrian border, is one of Germany’s favourite holiday destinations combining the Alps with rivers, lakes, picturesque towns and a unique cultural heritage. 

The area was voted most favourite and most family-friendly place to go for hiking for 2007 by the readers of a German hiking magazine. 

Spa holidays, golfing or skiing are other major attractions that places like Bad Hindelang, Hörnerdörfer, Oberstdorf, Oberstaufen, Kleinwalsertal have to offer.

Visit: www.allgaeu.info. Contact: zehnpfennig@allgaeu.info.  

Bad Hindelang

Bad Hindelang, a climatic spa, is a typical mountain village, which has managed to keep its original charms by engaging in sustainable tourism. 

It offers good conditions for visitors looking for sportive activities of all kinds such as hiking, mountaineering, Nordic Walking, mountain biking and winter sports. 

Visit: www.bad-hindelang.info Contact: strassmair@hindelang.net.  

Oberstaufen

Oberstaufen is where, more than 180 years ago, Johann Schroth invented his Schroth treatment – a diet mainly consisting of vegetables and which is a very effective combination of different naturopathic impulses. The town also boasts a number of five star hotels and good shopping opportunities.

Visit: www.oberstaufen.de Contact: joerg.mueller@oberstaufen.de.  

Oberstdorf

Oberstdorf is Germany’s most Southern tourism community and a climatic spa. This is the place to be for sportive holidaymakers, not only to engage in hiking, Nordic Walking or skiing himself or herself but also to visit prestigious Nordic ski events such as the ski jumping Vierschanzentournee (Four Hills Tournament).

Visit: Contact: riedler@oberstdorf.de.  

Kleinwalsertal

The Kleinwalsertal, an enclave in the Walsertal (Walser valley), is situated on an altitude of more than 1.100 metres in the Alps. Together with Oberstdorf it makes one of the top mountain bike destinations in Germany. As the largest German-Austrian skiing area it is ideal for families and beginners and also a major destination for hikers with more than 35 mountain lodges.

Visit: www.kleinwalsertal.com Contact: winfried.nesensohn@kleinwalsertal.com.  

Hörnerdörfer

The Hörnerdörfer are a group of five villages situated only a few kilometres from Oberstdorf and the Kleinwalsertal. Travellers who enjoy hiking from one picturesque mountain lodge to the other and families who want to enjoy the particular clean and fresh Allgäu air can combine Fischen, Obermaiselstein, Balderschwang, Bolsterlang and Ofterschwang. 

Visit: www.hoernerdoerfer.de Contact: info@hoernerdoerfer.de. 

For the, German National Tourist Office visit: www.germany-tourism.co.uk. Contact Barbara Geier at Barbara.geier@d-z-t.com.  

· A place to stay

Lone Mountain Ranch, Yellowstone 

Lone Mountain Ranch is 18 miles from the northwest corner of Yellowstone National Park.  

Yellowstone National Park - the world’s first national park – is located in the western states of Wyoming, Montana, and Idaho. 

Covering 3,472 square miles, the park is famous for its various geysers and hot springs and is home to grizzly bears, wolves, and free-ranging herds of bison and elk. 

It is the core of the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem, one of the largest intact temperate zone ecosystems remaining on the planet. One of the world's most famous geysers, the Old Faithful Geyser, is located in Yellowstone National Park.

Lone Mountain Ranch started in 1926 as a working cattle ranch before developing into a year-round destination as a guest ranch and cross-country ski area.

While on the ranch, guests can choose from horseback riding, hiking, mountain biking and canoeing.

Visit: www.lmranch.com. Contact: Nancy Harrison at nancy@atmstravelnews.com. 

Bedford Springs Resort, Pennsylvania 

Bedford Springs Resort, a national historic landmark located within 2,200acres of Pennsylvania's Southern Allegheny Mountains, has completed $120M restoration and expansion and is to re-open mid-summer. 

The resort will showcase a new 30,000-square-foot Spring Eternal Spa and the Bedford Springs Old Course, an "American Classic" golf course. 

Nearby it will offer fly-fishing, river rafting and the Connondale Mountain Bike program that includes miles of wooded nature trails.  

This resort also features one of America's first indoor pools that has been restored to its original grandeur.  Visit: www.bedfordspringresort.com. Contact: Jane Wilson at jwilson@destination-marketing.co.uk.  
Pawleys Island, South Carolina

Pawleys Island, South Carolina, offers affordable beach vacations. 

Pawleys Island is located in coastal Georgetown County, about halfway between Myrtle Beach and Georgetown, SC. 

This relaxed beach community has only 200 year-round residents, but thousands of part-time residents and visitors. It is often described – with pride – as "arrogantly shabby."

As a result, there are no high-rise commercial hotels on the oceanfront, just beach homes that can be rented. 

In addition to the public beach in Pawleys Island, there is also the Huntington Beach State Park. 

Litchfield Plantation, located on the mainland on a 600-acre former rice plantation, is bounded by the Intracoastal Waterway but also owns a beach clubhouse on the oceanfront in Pawleys Island.

It has a unique history, as it is part of a 6000-acre estate that once belonged to the famous sculpture, Anna Hyatt Huntington. 

The rest of their estate is now a sculpture garden called Brookgreen Gardens. 

Visit: www.litchfieldplantation.com or www.sciway.net/city/pawleysisland.html Contact: Sally Gomez at sallyg@litchfieldplantation.com. 

Katajanokka prison, Helsinki, Finland 

Helsinki’s historic Katajanokka prison will open as a Best Western’s Premier luxury hotel for business and leisure travellers on 1 June 2007.

Hotel Katajanokka is architecturally unique and surrounded by a beautiful park, with 106 rooms as well as restaurant services, conference facilities, and a summer terrace. It will also host concerts and summer festivals.

The historical building, which dates from the 1830s, is located in the historic Katajanokka district of Helsinki, close to the Uspenski Orthodox Cathedral (built 1868), the Alvar Aalto-designed headquarters of the Finnish paper giant Stora Enso (built 1962) and the cruise ferry terminal.

Visit: www.bwkatajanokka.fi and www.visitfinland.com/uk. Contact Riitta Balza at riitta.balza@mek.fi. 

Spa Prunifolia at Callaway Gardens, GA

Callaway Gardens, a 13,000-acre resort and gardens in Pine Mountain, Georgia has recently opened the Spa Prunifolia, a 150-room, 13,000 square-foot, Lodge and Spa. 

The name is derived from the scientific term for the Callaway Gardens’ signature flower, the plum leaf azalea, and reflects the resort’s long-standing commitment to the environment. 

All treatments are inspired by nature and utilize Naturopathica and B. Kamins product lines with many of the ingredients found in Mr. Cason’s Vegetable Garden and the John A. Sibley Horticultural Centre at Callaway Gardens.

Visit www.callawaygardens.com. Contact Rachel M. Crumbley at rcrumbley@callawaygardens.com.

Tintswalo Safari Lodge, South Africa

South Africa's Tintswalo Safari Lodge has launched its Learning Safaris.  Two distinct packages offering skills for surviving the bush or navigation of native cuisine.

Located in the Limpopo Province of South Africa on the private Manyeleti Reserve, Tintswalo is an exclusive collection of six suites plus a presidential suite, all with private plunge pools. 

The main lodge area overlooks a waterhole favoured by elephants and other big game. The family-friendly lodge features a special children's program, the Calves Club, which offers kids an educational bush experience. 

Tintswalo's Vital Source Spa offers treatments with Elemis products. A variety of unique dining venues complete Tintswalo's offerings, including an imaginative wine cellar and chefs trained in both South African and international cuisine. 

The Manor House, located about five minutes from the Lodge, is ideal for small groups or families. The large, thatch Manor has five bedrooms, with its own private swimming pool, kitchen, indoor/outdoor living area, television room, and other facilities. 

Guests at Manor House have full access to the Lodge's facilities. Tintswalo is surrounded by the Timbavati Private Reserve to the north, Sabi Sand Reserve to the south and opens to the Greater Kruger National Park on its fenceless eastern boundary. 

Visit: www.tintswalo.com Contact: Andria Mitsakos at andria@andriamitsakospr.com 

· The next issue

The next issue of the International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin will be issued in June 2007. 

Archived issues are available at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 

· Contacts 

The International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 776 419 8286, and

Charo Moreno at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 781 805 2331. 

PAGE  
21
[image: image1.png]Copyright © 2007 ITWA                                
 www.internationaltravelwriteralliance.com


