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Here are opportunities for Alliance members that have come through in the last couple of weeks. 

For a list of all opportunities visit www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com and click on opportunities.

Adventure press trips 

Alaska Mountain Guides (AMG) and the International Wilderness Leadership School (IWLS) are excited to offer Travel Writers complimentary spots on most of its trips and courses.

A sampling of our trips and courses include: 

· Sea kayaking in Baja, Mexico and Glacier Bay National Park, Alaska.

· Climbing trips to Kilimanjaro, Mt. Elbrus, Ecuador, Argentina, Mexico and Alaska.

· Trekking in Nepal, Patagonia, Peru, Southern Utah, and more. 

· Skiing in Utah, Alaska and Canada.

Outdoors leadership programs include: skiing, sea kayaking, hiking, rafting, mountaineering and professional rescue programs in locations around the world. All 12 and 24 day courses are available for college credit.

AMG/ IWLS will provide these trips and courses at no cost to travel writers with verified assignments and may also provide round trip airfare on a case-by-case basis.

Visit: www.alaskamountainguides.com and www.iwls.com 

Contact: Darsie Culbeck at climb@alaskamountainguides.com. 

The End of World War I 

Next year marks the 90th anniversary of the end of World War I.  
The UK’s leading provider of European battlefield breaks, Leger Holidays, is looking to host journalists on individual press trips (either this year or next). 
The market for this type of holiday is booming and such a major anniversary is set to see interest spiral further.  
For example, figures released at the end of 2006 showed that the UK market for battlefield breaks grew by almost 30% year-on-year – the market, worth £107m, is set to double by 2011 (one possible reason behind the growth is the huge increase in people researching their family trees).

Leger has 11 trips commemorating various aspects of WWI (including special commemorative tours) and press trips will be allocated individually to avoid duplication.  
Places are limited and will be given to Alliance members with a confirmed commission (preferences given, in order: national newspapers, national magazines, relevant titles or high-circulation websites).  Discounts available for writers’ partners.

Contact Adrian Johnson at adrian@lucrecommunications.com
Destination Fish

Destination Fish is interested in featuring international resorts or lodges that offer fishing in the upcoming edition of a high-quality travel and fishing publication called Destination Fish in a department called The Resort Report. High-resolution digital photos are necessary in order to feature the resorts.
 

For the last edition's Resort Report visit: http://www.destinationfish.travel/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=18&Itemid=32 

 

Destination Fish's emphasis, unlike other fishing publications with an international reach, is as much about what to do at each location as the fishing itself. All features are international in scope (everywhere but the continental U.S. states) and beautifully produced, utilizing 140# bond cover ... even the inside pages are 90# and full colour. The target audience: upscale anglers (mostly U.S.) with the wherewithal to travel to enjoy angling experiences worldwide. 

 

The website for Destination Fish is www.DestinationFish.travel and the articles and departments are posted online. 

 
Destination Fish's circulation is now at 30,000 and is sold in major airports, bookstores and grocery stores across the United States.

  

We are also looking for countries and destinations for eight-page feature stories.

Contact: Kelly Braden at KJBraden1@aol.com or KBradenDestionationFish@yahoo.com
Arhus, Denmark

Aarhus, the capital of Jutland and Denmark’s second largest city, is a university city with a genuine buzz and canal-side restaurants. Visit Denmark has a limited number of press trips to the city. Contact: Astrid Ruffhead at ar@visitdenmark.com
Reasons to write about Aarhus

Tall Ships Race 5 - 8 July

Get a taste of Europe’s glorious maritime past by watching and stepping on board some of the magnificent Tall Ships that, for the first time, will be anchoring in Aarhus before casting off for the Tall Ship’s Race 2007. 
Some 100 ships from 25 countries will be creating a new silhouette across the popular Aarhus harbour area. Visit: www.tsr07.dk

International Jazz Festival 14 - 21 July

For the 19th year running, the sound of Jazz will be heard from venues all over the city. All genres of Jazz will be represented and a selection of more than 200 concerts to be choosing from. Visit: www.jazzfest.dk

The Aarhus Viking Moat 28 - 30 July

Hundreds of Vikings from near and far, gather annually at the Mosegard Museum south of Aarhus. In addition to viewing the permanent historical collections going back to the Iron and Bronze ages, including the Grauballe Man – a 1000-year old bog body the Moat Includes a colourful and festive market where you meet craftsmen at work and warriors showing of their horse riding skills. Visit: www.moesmus.dk

Visit: www.visitaarhus.com and www.visitdenmark.com
Ardanaiseig, Scotland 

 

Visitors to Ardanaiseig, a luxury 16-bedroom country house hotel on the West Coast of Scotland, allows your own lunch fresh from the waters of Loch Awe 

This summer the hotel is launching Hook ‘n’ Cook, offering novice and experienced fishermen the opportunity to enjoy a morning’s fishing on the loch, which is renowned for its unusually large trout, followed by an al fresco lunch on the lawn cooked by the hotel’s award-winning chef with the morning’s catch. 

 

The restaurant at Ardanaiseig has an excellent reputation for its seafood, most of which comes from Loch Awe and the surrounding rivers. The loch is particularly famous for its ferrox trout, an unusual species which grown especially large in its very clean waters. 

The experienced ghillie takes groups of up to four out on the boat, and will teach novices how to cast a fly and land a fish. On return, Head Chef Gary Goldie prepares and cooks the fish while guests enjoy a pre-lunch aperitif. 

 

Ardanaiseig has sixteen individually designed bedrooms as well as a stunning Boat Shed conversion offering romantic luxury accommodation on the water’s edge. 

As well as fishing, guests can explore the rivers, lochs, craggy peaks and isolated beaches of the Highlands by foot, boat or seaplane. Clay pigeon shooting, bike hire and stalking are also available. 

The hotel is happy to consider offering accommodation to any Alliance member with a commission. Generally, one night's dinner, bed and breakfast is offered (fully comp) however for those coming from further a field additional dates can be negotiated on bed and breakfast basis.

Visit: www.ardanaiseig.com. Contact Jennifer McConachie at jenny@Crimsonedge.co.uk
Greywalls, Scotland 

Located just 25 minutes from Edinburgh, Greywalls in East Lothian creates the perfect oasis from the bustle of the city and provides an excellent base from which to visit Scotland and the world famous Edinburgh Festivals, which run from July to September. Visit: www.edinburgh-festivals.com/festivals.cfm. 

Built in 1901, Greywalls has been a family home for most of its history. Before the Second World War, Edward VII was a guest and since 1924 three generations of the same family have owned and cared for the unique crescent shaped Edwardian house. 

In 1948, Colonel Weaver and his family restored, extended and converted their home into one of the first country house hotels in the British Isles.

Greywalls is one of the last remaining works of the celebrated Edwardian architect Sir Edwin Lutyens and the extensive walled gardens are attributed to the world-renowned designer, Gertrude Jekyll who worked closely with Lutyens on a number of projects.

Greywalls offers 23 individually decorated bedrooms filled with the finest fabrics and original antiques. A further 6 bedrooms can be found located in the Gatehouse Lodges.

The restaurant at Greywalls, situated in the main house, has views over the ninth hole of the World championship Muirfield Links and with the arrival of Michelin trained head chef David Williams; the hotel has become an elite destination for food lovers from all over the world. 

The hotel is happy to consider offering accommodation to any Alliance member with a commission. Generally, one night's dinner, bed and breakfast is offered (fully comp) however for those coming from further a field additional dates can be negotiated on bed and breakfast basis.
Visit: www.greywalls.co.uk. Contact: Jennifer McConachie at jenny@crimsonedge.co.uk
Bloomsbury travel writing workshop in Central London, Saturday 21 July

In a Georgian drawing room in the heart of Bloomsbury, so inspiration from great writers surround us, tutors Dea Birkett and Rory Maclean, author of Stalin’s Nose and Magic Bus (Radio 4’s Book of the Week), lead a day-long intensive workshop designed for those starting out and those who would like to improve their travel writing. 

There will also be a guest editor from a national publication. The day includes very practical writing exercises and an opportunity to ‘pitch’ your story to the editor. 

The cost is £99.99 for the day (10.30am-4.00pm) with a 10% discount for Alliance members.

Contact Dea Birkett at travelworkshops@deabirkett.com.

Press trip to Lithuania 

The Lithuanian Tourism Office is inviting Alliance members with commissions to visit Lithuania between 27 and 30 August 2007.

This trip will be focus on the west coast of Lithuania and the Curonian Spit – a narrow 97 km long peninsula between the Baltic Sea and the Curonian Bay. It is one of the most picturesque landscapes in Europe and was added to the list of UNESCO world heritage sites in 2000.

The trip will start in the Lithuanian capital Vilnius – one of the oldest Baltic cities. 

This city becomes European Capital of Culture in 2009 - the first city in the post Soviet Union block to receive this accolade. 

Visit: www.lithuaniatourism.co.uk. Contact: Indre Trakimaite at Tourism@lithuanianembassy.co.uk 

Grand Ole Opry, Nashville

Grand Ole Opry/Gaylord Entertainment is hosting a media visit media visit to Nashville between 12 and 15 July 2007. 

The oldest continuous radio program in the United States (since November 28, 1925), the Opry is a weekly country music radio program broadcast live on WSM radio in Nashville, Tennessee and televised on the Great American Country network. 

Accommodation is in the Gaylord Opryland hotel and there will be the chance to experience other Nashville destinations such as the Ryman Auditorium and the Country Music Hall of Fame.

Contact: Lesley Bellus at lesley@belluspr.com or on 954-647-1297

Island Cruises

Island Cruises (www.islandcruises.com), is running a couple of press trips in late September aboard the Island Star.

Trip A:

22nd September Depart Gatwick 1405 Arrive Palma 1720

26th September Depart Marseille 1725 Arrive Gatwick 1820

Fly from the UK to Palma and then embark the Island Star, enjoy the day at sea by experiencing all the ship’s facilities, on Monday visit the port of Livorno or travel to see Florence & Pisa, the next day Genoa is the perfect stop for visiting Milan before disembarking in Marseille and returning to the UK.

Trip B:

26th September Depart Gatwick 0605 Arrive Marseille 0855

29th September Depart Palma 1820 Arrive Palma 1945

Fly from the UK to Marseille and embark the Island Star. Cruise to experience the buzz of Barcelona and then on to our new port of Valencia before disembarking in Palma and flying back to the UK.

Just like our holidays you will be able to do as much or as little as you like. The trip will include flights from/to UK, transfers, full board accommodation, and shore excursions.

A place on the trip will only be given, subject to availability, on the basis of confirmed commissions. Preference will be given to commissions for UK national newspapers, key regional and consumer magazines.

Contact Claire Headicar on 01273 627843 or at claire.headicar@islandcruises.com
· Industry news

Destination Britain 

Australia is to host the next Destination Britain in May 2008. The Australian event will be a major element of VisitBritain’s ambitions for British tourism as it prepares for the Olympic Games in 2012.

Tourism’s biggest business-to-business event of its kind, Destination Britain attracts key travel trade buyers, decision-makers and media from more than ten countries in the Asia-Pacific region.  It helps British tourism businesses to further boost the 2.3 million visits and £1.9 billion spent in this country by visitors from Australia, China, Hong Kong, India, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Singapore, South Korea and Thailand.

Visit: www.destination-britain.com Contact: Elliott Frisby at Elliott.Frisby@visitbritain.org.

UNWTO 

United Nations Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon has highlighted the ways the United Nations World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) programmes such as ST-EP (Sustainable Tourism – Eliminating Poverty), its role in achieving the UN Millennium Development Goals and its Global Code of Ethics for Tourism are fostering sustainable development and reducing poverty.

Tourism has proved one of the leading ways for the least developed countries to increase their participation in the global economy. UNWTO will be holding international conferences on Tourism and Climate Change in Davos (Switzerland) and in London (UK) later this year. Visit: www.unwto.org. Contact: comm@unwto.org.

Beijing 

Shangri-La Hotels and Resorts is to operate a new Traders Hotel, located on Xiao Yun Road, in Upper East Beijing, in early August 2008, and in time for the Beijing Olympic Games. It will be the group’s second Traders Hotel in the city. Visit: www.tradershotels.com. Contact: kate.jones@shangri-la.com
City Break 2008

Belgrade will be the host destination city for City Break 2008, the exhibition dedicated solely to the city break market. The move to Belgrade reflects diversification within the city break market. Destinations that have seen a dramatic increase in overnight stays (2000–2005) include Dubrovnik (Croatia) +130%, Tallinn (Estonia) +92%, Ljubljana (Slovenia) +71%, Zagreb (Croatia) +64% and Bratislava (Slovakia) +46%. Visit: www.citybreakexpo.com.  Contact: Paola@triggerfish.co.uk. 

Seychelles 

Cat Cocos, a new 36 metre catamaran, can make the 25 mile crossing between the two largest Seychelles islands, Mahé and Praslin in 45 minutes.

The new boat is fitted with an automatic ride control system, which detects any movement of the vessel by waves and compensates by activating special interceptors that reduce the movement, drastically reducing the instance of seasickness. 

Visit: www.seychelles.travel. Contact: jemima.stiles@firstlinktourism.com
Headwater

Headwater's 2007 walking and cycling holidays take in some of the finest mountain scenery in the world and, from gentle lakeside strolls to challenging mountain hikes. Visit: www.headwater.com. Contact: Tina Delahunty at Tina.Delahunty@Headwater.com 

Intrepid Travel

Adventure tour operator Intrepid Travel, has launched two specialist photography trips for budding photographers with a desire to capture vibrant cultures and dramatic landscapes

The exclusive trips get off the beaten track in Indochina and Japan with experienced and professional photographers who will provide expert, hands-on tuition. The two trips take in Cambodia and Vietnam (2 - 15 December 2007) and Japan (13 – 26 May 2008).

Intrepid Travel designs trips to go off the beaten track meet the locals and travel in an unconventional way. In 2006 the company won the Joint Overall Winner and Best Tour Operator at the Responsible Tourism Awards, was runner up in the 2004 Conde Nast Traveller magazine’s Ecotourism Award, Highly Commended by Wanderlust in their 2005 awards and a finalist in the 2006 Tourism for Tomorrow Global Tourism Business Awards.

Visit: www.intrepidtravel.com. Contact: Catriona Hamilton at catriona.hamilton@rooster.co.uk. 

Philadelphia

Philadelphia’s new urban website www.uwishunu.com, (pronounced “you wish you knew’) provides information on how to “visit Philly like a local”. Through the site, local Philadelphians are able to share inside tips on dining, shopping, nightlife, entertainment and culture. Visit: www.uwishunu.com. Contact: Jane Wilson at jane@destination-marketing.co.uk.

The InterCity Group, New Zealand

The InterCity Group, New Zealand’s largest national transport and tourism operator has signed up to Landcare Research’s carboNZero programme and aims to be the world’s first carbon neutral national public transport operator within three years. The company’s portfolio includes the premium coach company Newmans Coach Lines, InterCity Coachlines and Kings Dolphin Cruises & Eco Tours. Visit: www.intercity.co.nz. Contact: Naomi Pearce at: naomi@worldwidetravelmarketing.com. 
Thomsonfly

Thomsonfly launches the first low fares flights from the UK to Tel Aviv from winter 2007. Visit: www.thomsonfly.com Contact: Susie Aust at saust@bgb.co.uk 

Continental Airlines
Continental Airlines, the world’s fifth largest airline, has transferred its six daily non-stop trans-Atlantic services at London Gatwick Airport from the South Terminal to the North Terminal.  Visit: www.continental.com. Contact Derya Filiz at Derya.Filiz@trimediahc.com. 

· Leads

Albania 

George W. Bush may – or may not - have lost his timepiece in Fushe Kruja, but there's really no need for a watch in Albania as time has stood still for years in this European hinterland.  Still largely agricultural, the country offers remote frescoed churches, Europe's quietest capital (Tirana) and the pretty 'Riviera of Flowers'.  Contact: Julia Farish at j.farish@travelpr.co.uk. 

Iceland 

The four star Hotel Selfoss in South Iceland will open a luxury health and beauty clinic, Northern Light Spa, in late summer 2007. The 99-bedroom property is located in the town of Selfoss, 57KM from Reykjavk and also boasts an onsite 180-seat cinema and shopping mall. Visit: www.selfosshotel.is. Contact: Rebecca Genin at rebecca@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

Iceland 

Summer is a time for adrenaline junkies to head for south Iceland’s Langjokull glacier to experience powerkiting’s fastest growing offshoot, snowkiting. Visit www.snowkiter.co.uk.  Contact: Rebecca Genin at rebecca@saltmarshpr.co.uk.  

Italy

Whale watching boats leave the Aquarium in Genoa, the Porto Turistico in Varazze and Pontile Marinetta in Savona in search of whales in the Ligurian Sea. Visits are scheduled until biologists and WWF volunteers lead August. Visit: www.whalewatchliguria.it. Contact: Stefania Gatta at stefaniagatta@italiantouristboard.co.uk.

Mexico 

The Dreams Cancun Resort & Spa in Mexico has launched the first resort Dolphinarium in North America. From the privacy of their own room, guests can have hours of fun watching the six dolphins swim, jump and play in the resorts’ lagoon. There’s even the opportunity to get up close and personal with an hour-long dolphin experience, which includes training and a 45-minute swim with the dolphins. 

Visit: www.dreamsresorts.com/cancun. Contact: Jenevora Swann at info@citruspr.co.uk. 

Slovenia 

The 2007 International Equestrian Federation World Cup will be held in Posestvo Ugar near Ribnica in the Dolenjska region of Slovenia between 14 to 16 September. Slovenia, officially the Republic of Slovenia is a coastal Alpine country in southern Central Europe bordering Italy on the west, the Adriatic Sea on the southwest, Croatia on the south and east, Hungary on the northeast, and Austria on the north. The capital of Slovenia is Ljubljana. Posestvo Ugar is one of the largest and top-notch equestrian centres in this part of Europe. Visit: www.ugar.si and www.hpowergroup.co.uk. Contact: Nataša Prah at Natasa.Prah@slovenia.info.

Turkey

The Dionysos Hotel on the Lycian Coast of Turkey is to welcome children aged 10 years and over for the first time from July 14 2007.  Tucked away from the main tourist resorts, and with its own new private beach club, the Dionysos has been operating as an adult-only hotel for five years. The hotel has an unusual location on top of a canyon overlooking the sea, and is laid out village style across the mountainside. Visit: www.exclusiveescapes.co.uk. Contact: Fliss Hoad at felicity.hoad@btinternet.com. 

UK: London 

Five leading Ghanaian artists are launching their first major London exhibition entitled "The Call" at La Galleria, Pall Mall London, from 24 September to 2 October 2007.  It is inspired by the ancient tradition of West Africa’s rich cultural heritage and celebrates the importance of fifty years of Ghana’s artistic expression since the country’s Independence from the UK. Visit: www.samibentilart.com. Contact: Russell Elliott at info@cassletonelliott.com
UK: Scotland 

Foodies at the Festival, the first dedicated food event at the Edinburgh Festival, will be held on the 18th and 19th August at the Roxburghe Hotel and the George Hotel, close to key festival venues. The event will be a celebration of Scottish food and drink by some of the country's top chefs. Contact Lee MacGregor at lee@crimsonedge.co.uk 
USA: Kansas 

The Cottonwood Hills master planned golf community in Kansas has opened its 18-hole golf course and the first ‘Faldo Championship’ course in the Midwest.  The course is one of 60 golf courses in 15 countries managed by Marriott Golf.  Visit: www.cottonwoodhills.net. Contact: Derek Mackenzie-Hook at press@TravelKsOk.co.uk. 

USA: Oklahoma

Twenty-three bands are scheduled to play the three-day Rocklahoma festival making it the largest ‘80’s rock festival of its kind. Twisted Sister will headline and other bands include Poison, Ratt, Skid Row, Warrant and W.A.S.P. Rocklahoma, an official Oklahoma Centennial event presented by Rock Fever and Miller Lite, will be held 13-15 July 2007 at the Catch the Fever Festival Grounds four miles north of Pryor, Oklahoma. Visit: www.rockfeverfest.com. Contact: Derek Mackenzie-Hook at press@TravelKsOk.co.uk
· Reasons to write about

Hampton Hotels’ Save-A-Landmark program

Hampton Hotels’ Save-A-Landmark program was launched when 15 volunteers from local Hampton hotels overhauled the world’s largest teapot in Chester, West Virginia. 

The teapot’s storied history began in 1938 when William “Babe” Devon transported a colossal root beer barrel from Pennsylvania to Chester. He added a lid, spout and handle, transforming it into the world’s largest teapot. 

In subsequent years it was bought and sold several times, painted, repainted, and was even used to sell lawn garden items and various novelty gifts. Cherished by town residents and visitors, the world’s largest teapot was finally donated to the city in the late 1980s.

The Save-A-Landmark program aims to refurbish six oversized sites in 2007 and is asking the public to contribute suggestions.

Already restored or under consideration: 

· The Big Duck, Flanders, NY - a 20-foot-tall, 40-foot-wide gift shop was built in 1931 to lure travellers to purchase Peking ducks. It was restored in August 2000.

· World’s largest Santa Claus, North Pole, Alaska - more than 48 feet tall and 33 feet wide, this gigantic statue stands next to the world famous Santa Claus House and was restored in December 2000. 

· The Giant Prospector, north of Carson City, Nev-neeling next to a chocolate factory, the Giant Prospector makes for a one-of-a-kind, kitschy roadside photo opportunity.

Hampton, part of Hilton Hotels, includes Hampton Inn and Hampton Inn & Suites Hotels and is a mid-priced chain.

Visit: www.hamptonlandmarks.com and www.hamptoninn1.hilton.com Contact: Monica Gaston on (901) 374-5534. 

The Seychelles 

The Seychelles is an archipelago nation of 155 islands in the Indian Ocean, some 1,600 km east of mainland Africa, northeast of the island of Madagascar. 

Nearby island countries and territories include Zanzibar to the west, Mauritius and Réunion to the south, Comoros and Mayotte to the southwest, and the Suvadives of the Maldives to the northeast. 

The Seychelles has the smallest population of any sovereign state of Africa.

Nature and ecology 

Mythology has it that the Seychelles Islands were the paradise setting for Adam and Eve’s biblical meeting. 

In Seychelles you’ll find:

· Two UNESCO heritage sites – the Valley de Mai on Praslin, a deep palm forest, home to the peculiar rare coco do mer and the endangered Seychelles Black Parrot, plus the Aldabra - the world’s largest raised coral atoll

· The world’s largest giant tortoise population, plus Hawksbill and green turtles

· Some of the world’s most spectacular seabird colonies plus the rare Magpie Robin and the flying fox – having fed on fermented fruit, this russet coloured furry bat can be seen flying home drunk….

Island hopping and excursions

There are 115 islands to explore and each has a different feel. From Mahe, consider visiting:

· Praslin - the Valley de Mai and the beautiful Anse Lazio beach

· La Digue - a step back in time where the methods of transport are ox cart and bicycle plus arguably the best beach in the Seychelles 

· Cousin – take a tour of this spectacular uninhabited nature reserve

· Curieuse – take a tour of the former leper colony plus giant turtles, mangrove swamps and giant crabs

Film links 

Ian Fleming, creator of 007, stayed at the 5 star Northholme Resort on Mahe which inspired him to write Casino Royal and For Your Eyes only

Visit: www.seychelles.travel. Contact: Jemima Stiles at jemima.stiles@firstlinktourism.com
The Woodstock revival 

Organised by Artie Kornfield who originated Woodstock, The Goodstock Music Festival takes place from 19 to 21 July 2007, on the Good Evening Ranch grounds in Summersville in West Virginia, located one hour’s drive from Charleston, the state’s capital.

The event will begin with the opening of Goodstock Village, as a festival of the sixties with vendors of 60`s memorabilia, exhibits of the era clothing and band attire, a 60's museum style exhibit, bands performing continually, plus the re-creation of a 60s San Francisco light show.

Bands performing include: Angry, Buddha Chili, Crystal Garden, Electric Medicine, Iron Butterfly, Jefferson Starship, Mind Garage and Witches Bru.

Visit: www.goodstock2007.com. For more information on West Virginia visit: www.wvatourism.com. Contact Jane Wilson at jane@destination-marketing.co.uk.

Pirates of the Caribbean

With the final instalment of the Pirates of the Caribbean trilogy on screens worldwide, travel search engine Kayak.co.uk has come up with some of the trips to see the destinations that inspired the films. 

Jamaica 

Port Royal, in Kingston Jamaica, which was not a setting for the blockbuster trilogy, was a Pirate's playground in the 17th century. 

The Bahamas 

 Some of the most infamous pirates including Calico Jack Rackham, and female pirates Anne Bonny and Mary Read called Nassau home, while the notorious Blackbeard declared himself Nassau's magistrate. Two hundred years later, Pirates II and III were filmed among this former pirate playground.

St Lucia 

St. Lucia offers a cruise aboard the Brig Unicorn, an authentic 140-foot replica of an 18th century ship, which was featured in The Curse of the Black Pearl. 

Dominica  

The trilogy also Dominica's rustic and lush landscape as a backdrop to the action and the Black Pearl was anchored along the Pantano River.

Visit: http://www.kayak.com/h/buzz/view?dt=I&t=1006492&code. Contact: Matthew Wright at Matthew.Wright@trimediahc.com.

The Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad, Colorado and New Mexico  

Hidden away in a little-known corner of the southern Rocky Mountains, the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad is the finest example of steam era, mountain railroading in North America.

Built in 1880 and little changed since, its equipment, structures and vast landscape exist today as if frozen in the first half of the twentieth century.

The time has long passed when the railroad last hauled precious metals over Cumbres Pass. 

But its steam locomotives still climb steep grades carrying visitors over high trestles, through tunnels, and along narrow shelves above yawning gorges

The people of Colorado and New Mexico own the Cumbres & Toltec scenic railroad. Its locomotives, cars, buildings, and even its 64-mile narrow-gauge route were all part of the Denver & Rio Grande Railway, making it the most authentic train in all of North America.

The line runs along a remote, unpopulated section of Colorado and New Mexico, crisscrossing the border eleven times. 

Highlights of the route include Toltec Gorge, where the tracks hug the cliffs 600 feet above the stream bed; Windy Point, the highest railroad summit in the West with its commanding view of the Chama Valley; two tunnels; and two 100-foot tall trestles.

Visit: www.cumbrestoltec.com. Contact: Jennifer Hoffman at jennifer@ballantinespr.com.

Five best cycling routes in New Zealand   

The Queen Charlotte Track, Marlborough Sounds 

The longest, continuous single track in New Zealand, this purpose-built trail is peppered with historic sites, secluded bays and lush coastal bush. Suitable for beginners and experienced mountain bikers, you’ll spot blue penguins, dolphins and seals along the way. Visit: www.cougarline.co.nz and www.boatrides.co.nz.  

The Otago Central Rail Trail 

A scenic biking trail with no steep hills, the Otago Central Rail Trail retraces the steps of hardy pioneers, through goldfields and historic sites. You’ll also pass through rolling farmland, spectacular gorges, schist rock and magnificent mountains. Visit: www.centralotagorailtrail.co.nz and www.trailjourneys.co.nz.  

Rotorua's Whakarewarewa Forest 

There are 40kms of cool and fragrant alpine mountain bike trails in Whakarewarewa, a unique forest in the heart of New Zealand’s geothermal activity. Pick your way around bubbling geysers and mud pools and soak your weary muscles in the natural hot springs for a truly unique cycle ride. Visit: www.planetbike.co.nz and www.multidayadventures.co.nz. 

Hawke’s Bay wine trails 

Combine pedal power and wine tasting amid the superb scenery of the Ngatarawa Triangle in Hawke’s Bay. Cycle routes on flat terrain reveal picturesque vineyards, olive groves, ostrich farms, orchards and farmland, all on flat terrain. Visit: www.onyerbikehb.co.nz and www.bikedevine.com. 

Skipper’s Canyon, Queenstown 

An exhilarating downhill track that follows the renowned gold miner’s trail deep into the dramatic Skipper’s Canyon. Just one of many breathtaking mountain bike trails in Queenstown. Visit www.heli-adventures.co.nz, www.fat-tyre.co.nz and www.gravityaction.com.  

The Amish communities along the Great Lakes of North America

The North America region contains scores of Amish communities around the seven States of Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin – perfect for those seeking to re-live the simplicity and tranquillity of a bygone era.

Green rolling hills peppered with Holstein cattle, weather-beaten barns, unadorned buildings in washed-out colours and the famous black horse-drawn buggies are just some of the images that have become synonymous with the Amish.

 Add to that the "plain" dress, as they call it: simple homemade clothes, buttons not zips, braces not belts, and the beards for men and the uncut hair for women pinned up under white lace hats like Victorian parlour maids and its like being back in time to another world almost untouched by modern civilisation.

Ohio

Amish Door Restaurant & Village. Visit: www.amishdoor.com. 

Nestled in the hills of Ohio's Amish Country, the Amish Door Restaurant and Village in the town of Wilmot is a gateway to another world. Visitors can enjoy a slower pace of life and experience a number of attractions from Amish cooking, elegant yet comfortable lodging, unique shopping and wholesome entertainment to name a few. There are a range of shops to visit throughout the village selling bulk foods, local meats and cheeses, fresh produce and Amish country souvenirs The Inn at Amish Door is a 52-room Inn with views of the Amish farmlands.

Illinois

Illinois Amish Interpretive Centre Visit: www.amishcenter.com. 

Visitors to Illinois can learn more about the history and culture of Illinois' Old Order Amish community at the Illinois Amish Interpretive Centre in the town of Arcola. The IAIC was created in 1994 to provide a series of permanent exhibits relating to the European history of the Anabaptist movement, the history of the Arthur Amish settlement from its 1865 beginnings, preserve historically significant artefacts from the Amish community, and provide an exhibition area that relates to the subject of Anabaptism.

Indiana

Amish Acres Historic Farm and Heritage Resort. Visit: www.amishacres.com. 

The 80-acre restored Old Order Amish farm in the town of Nappanee, Indiana offers visitors the room to roam and experience the lifestyle of the Amish through guided tours, farm animals, restaurants, musical theatre, craft demonstrations and quaint shops. 

Visitors can explore up to 18 restored historical buildings, browse local shops, take wagon rides and feast at the famous Thresher's Dinner located in a barn more than a century old. Afterwards visitors can enjoy a musical at the Round Barn Theatre before checking into the Nappanee Inn for a quiet comfortable night in the country.

Pennsylvania

Lancaster County Visit: www.800padutch.com. 

Lancaster County located in south central Pennsylvania is a place where life moves at a slightly slower pace and centres on time-honoured traditions and values of the Amish communities that inhabit the area.

Here visitors are likely to see sites such as one-room schoolhouses and wooden covered bridges; modern farm machinery being pulled behind four-and six-mule teams to homemade clothing to quilts gently blowing in the breeze.

 The relaxing atmosphere, the peaceful scenery coupled with the many family activities and attractions available make Lancaster County a favourite destination amongst travellers. Visitors can ride in an Amish buggy, jump on board a historic steam locomotive, tour an operating farm or a former Amish schoolhouse to simply enjoying a bicycle ride through the Amish farmlands. 

Wisconsin

Down A Country Road Visit: www.downacountryroad.com. 

Set deep in the heart of south west Wisconsin is the Kuderer farm – home to the “Down A Country Road” Amish attraction. 

Minnesota

Amish Tours of Harmony Visit: www.amish-tours.com. 

Visitors on the “Amish Tours of Harmony” can enjoy an exciting tour of the largest Old Order Amish community in Minnesota. The guides are experienced, knowledgeable and have developed a close relationship with the Amish over the years. Visitors on the tour are likely to be taken through the Amish farms to learn more about their background and their way of life. There is also the opportunity for guests to buy baked goods, candy, baskets and woodcrafts throughout the tour.

Michigan 

St. Joe County Visit: www.rivercountry.com. 

Visitors in the Amish country of St. Joe County will see many horse drawn buggies as well as plenty of authentic Amish Shop Craft Stores and restaurants. The journey begins for visitors to St. Joe County at the Old World Mercantile in Centreville, Michigan where they will find a collection of handcrafted items for sale. 

Visit: www.greatlakesnorthamerica.co.uk. Contact: Jeremy Tracy at jeremy.tracy@brightergroup.com. 

Festivals in Iceland 

Reykholt Music Festival (28-29 July 2007)

The classical music festival takes place in the atmospheric Reykholt church in West Iceland. The weekend has concerts featuring Schumann, Haydn and Beethoven performed by Iceland’s finest musical talent. 

Verslunnarmannaheigi, Labour Day Weekend (4-6 August 2007)

Icelanders escape towns and cities and head to the country for a long weekend of Icelandic folk or pop music, huge bonfires and alfresco living. The Westman Islands hosts the largest outdoor music festival known as ‘The People’s Feast’, which was this year voted the Greatest Party in the World by Rough Guide readers. 

Festival of Sacred Arts (11-19 August 2007)

The biannual Festival of Sacred Arts takes place this year at the Hallgrímskirkja church in Reyjavik and Skálholt cathedral in the south of Iceland, one of two bishoprics in Iceland.  

The Flight of the Puffling August

On Heimaey, the largest of the Westman Islands, the flight of the Pufflings is one of the highlights of the birding year. Millions of baby puffins leave their nests in the cliffs for the first time and visitors and locals often help rescue those whose first flights do not go to plan.

Gay Pride Festival (9 – 11 August 2007) 

Iceland’s biggest Gay Pride celebration takes place in the first two weeks of August with a parade from the Hlemmur Bus Terminal to the city centre followed by theatre shows and parties throughout Reykjavík. 

Réttir, Sheep and Horse Round-Up - early September 

Farming communities across Iceland round-up thousands of sheep and Icelandic horses from the mountains where they graze during the summer months. The epic process is carried out on horseback.  Réttir culminates in a celebratory mood with whole communities and onlookers singing, dancing and drinking well into the night. 

Contact: Helen Smithson at helen@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 
· A place to stay

The Charleston Marriott, South Carolina

JHM Hotels announced the opening of the new Charleston Marriott (formerly the Charleston Riverview Hotel) at 170 Lockwood Boulevard. 

The first full service Marriott Hotel in Charleston has recently undergone a comprehensive multi-million dollar renovation of all guestrooms, public space, restaurant, lounge, convention center and recreational services. 

This 14 story, 340-room hotel is convenient to the historic district, MUSC and the Citadel. The hotel’s restaurant, "Saffire: Charleston’s Oven," presents a healthy, eclectic and imaginative menu featuring fresh, locally grown, organic ingredients. 

The Aqua Terrace, an outdoor rooftop lounge, offers a casual, yet very upscale atmosphere complemented with stunning views and beautiful sunsets over the Ashley River. 

JHM Hotels has 25 properties in key US destinations including Orlando, Atlanta, Miami, Charleston, SC and soon Washington, DC, along with a five-star luxury hotel in Surat, India. 

These operate under franchise flags such as Hilton, Marriott, and Starwood.

Visit: www.jhmhotels.com. Contact: dpickelsimer@jhmhotels.com.

Desire Resorts, Mexico 

Mexican owned and operated, the all-inclusive Desire Resorts were created for uninhibited couples 21 and over. 

The first resort, located on Petempich Bay in the Riviera Maya, opened its doors in May 2003, with the newest addition in Los Cabos. Both beachfront hotels are clothing optional venues for couples only

The resorts are currently running Latin Fever long weekends filled with tantalizing sexy games, exotic food, spicy activities, dance and sensual fashion shows highlighted by live Latin entertainment.

Visit: www.desireresorts.com. Contact: Rebie Bautista at rebie@andriamitsakospr.com. 
Indigo Lodges

Launched in 2001, Indigo Lodges is an international holiday provider for the premium market. 

Its portfolio promises unique and luxurious villas and chalets in over 40 summer and winter destinations in Europe, Morocco and Bali. These can include a traditional hunting lodge, luxurious mountain hideaway, contemporary, designer villa or exquisite coastal retreat.

Visit: www.indigolodges.com. Contact: Jori White at jori@joriwhitepr.co.uk
Qualia, Hamilton Island, Australia

Qualia, a new luxury resort will open on Hamilton Island in late August 2007. Between two to three hours direct flight time from Australia’s major east coast cities, Qualia is located on the secluded and beautiful northernmost point of Hamilton Island.

Qualia (pronounced “kwahleea”) is Latin meaning “a collection of sensory experiences”

Visit: www.qualiaresort.com.au. Contact Jovanka Ristich at ristichj@aol.com. 

La Manga Club, Costa Calida, Spain 

Holidaymakers at La Manga Club on the Costa Calida will get the chance to learn traditional Spanish flamenco to celebrate the ‘Festival International del Cante de las Minas’ in nearby La Unión, one of the world’s most important flamenco festivals, 

Held in the old market building, the Festival International del Cante de las Minas, is one of the world’s most important flamenco events.  

It started in 1961 as a flamenco cante (singing) competition; in 1980 the toque (guitar) competition was added and in 1993 baile (dancing).  More than euros 30,000 in prize money is offered.

For ten days, the whole town of La Unión is taken over by flamenco fever, with performances by the leading flamenco stars – there is also flamenco poetry, films as well as open-mike sessions.  Parties, which run into the early hours of the morning, are called madrugadas flamencas – flamenco sunrises.

To mark the festival, which runs from 3-12 August, guests at the Hyatt Regency La Manga are being offered private flamenco lessons from a professional dancer at the hotel.

Visit www.lamangaclub.com. Contact Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com.

· The next issue

The next issue of the International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin will be issued in July 2007. 

Archived issues are available at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 

· Contacts 

The International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 776 419 8286, and

Charo Moreno at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 781 805 2331. 
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