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· Destination dossiers 

Destination Rab (Croatia) 

The Tourist Board for the Croatian island of Rab is keen to work with Alliance members and other travel professionals who might be interested in writing, broadcasting or creating images in this destination. Visit: http://www.tzg-rab.hr/eng/rab/rab.php. Contact Kristijana Ribarić Matušan at kristijana.ribaric@imperial.hr. 

Visit: www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com for the Alliance’s Destination Rab dossier. 

Destination Vilnius (Lithuania) 

The organisers of Vilnius Live – European Capital of Culture 2009 are keen to work with Alliance members and other travel professionals who might be interested in writing, broadcasting or creating images in the Lithuanian capital. Visit: www.vilnius2009.lt. Contact: 

Irena Garbeniene at irena.garbeniene@vilnius2009.lt.  

Visit: www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com for the Alliance’s Destination Vilnius dossier. 

· Opportunities

Here are opportunities for Alliance members that have come through in the last couple of weeks. 

For a list of all opportunities visit www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com and click on opportunities.

Wizzit magazine

Wizzit the in-flight magazine for Wizz Air is looking for fun, quirky, insider, and specific ideas for its Dec/Jan issue.

Cthe cver page & main feature will be on Romania with other main features on Rome, Barcelona, Northern Italy (Parma and Venice-Treviso), Oslo

The editor is always interested in shorter (c. 300-wd) trend/news/quirky pieces for the upfront section, which can be anywhere on the Wizz Air network (www.wizzair.com). They also have some new routes starting in Dec so ideas about these will be especially useful: Tirgu Mures/Transylvania, Luton, Bucharest, Liverpool, Bucharest, Valencia, Sofia, Dortmund, Katowice, Brussels (Charleroi), Poznan, Dortmund, Budapest, Bergamo.

The tone of Wizzit is quirky, funny, upbeat and articles should be pegged to both destination and news. For a quick intro of ideas visit: 

http://wizzmagazine.com/features/2007/aug/making.html
http://wizzmagazine.com/features/2007/aug/milk.html
http://wizzmagazine.com/features/2007/aug/strange.html

Ideas needed by Wednesday, 5 September. Contact: James Wallman at james.wallman@ink-publishing.com or on +44 (0) 7782 198 882.


Free online storage via Omneport

Fisher’s SoS is offering Alliance members a free online storage account via Omneport (www.omneport.com).

About Onniport 

Omneport (www.omneport.com) provides travellers with a fail-safe solution to the challenge of keeping vital documents secure yet accessible.

This online storage facility allows immediate access to copies of passports, tickets, insurance policies, itineraries and any other important papers you have stored in your Omneport account.

Once on the system they are there whenever you travel.

If you own property abroad you can lodge copies of the deeds, insurance policies, correspondence etc with Omneport and access them from wherever you are staying.

No need to take photocopies – which them could be lost or stolen. 

You can even download the documents to a local PC, edit or add to them and then upload the new version back to the secure storage facility. This makes Omneport a valuable extension to your office or document library.

Visit: www.omneport.com. Contact: Julian Fisher at julian.fisher@fisherstravelsos.com.  

Radisson Edwardian New Providence Wharf, London 

Radisson Edwardian New Providence Wharf will launch in October 2007 in a location, in the Canary Wharf area. The 169-bedroom, four-star deluxe new-build property occupies a prime riverside spot, boasting panoramic views of the river.  

The hotel will be delighted to consider overnight stays for Alliance members
The stunning vista spans from Greenwich to Canary Wharf and down to London City Airport with the O2 arena directly opposite, and is integral to the essence of the hotel.  Water is also the pervading theme within the light and airy eight-storey building, which features visual references to the river in the use of colour and materials.  

A sweeping staircase links the lobby with the 100-cover Azura restaurant, which will feature a menu of contemporary dishes made with British ingredients, in a spacious dining room with floor to ceiling windows.  The adjacent alfresco terrace seats 45 on low tables and sofas. Boasting impressive views of the river and O2, this is destined to become a popular ‘chill out‘ spot for hotel guests, local residents and the increasing number of visitors to the area.

The hotel is ideally located close to Canary Wharf, London City Airport, and the ExCeL Exhibition Centre.  It is also extremely convenient for the O2, which hosts’ concerts, sporting events, cinemas and exhibitions year-round.

Visit: www.radissonedwardian.com.  Contact: Flora Gandolfo at flora@mason-williams.com.  

Fisher's Travel SOS

Fisher's Travel SOS is a unique guide for tourists and business travellers that focus on providing emergency and critical contact information within a country, destination by destination.

Each guide provides contact details, location and opening hours on 'local' and in some cases national services, which might be needed in the event a person suffers a critical or emergency situation.

Fishers will be happy to offer Alliance members’ copies of their guides.

Visit: www.fisherstravelsos.com. Contact Furgan Syed at: furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 
Vineyard Partners

Vineyard Partners twins customers with a handful of selected vineyards in the Languedoc in the South of France.  

To celebrate the launch of Vineyard Partners and to increase the profile of the company, the company would like to offer a press trip to visit the Languedoc to enable an Alliance member to make their own personal blend of fine wine working directly with the wine maker at the Domaine.  

Vineyard Partners would also be interested in offering this opportunity as a readers competition prize for suitable publications.

The trip would include the opportunity to travel to the South of France and work directly with one of Vineyard Partners Vignerons as part of the Master Vigneron Programme.

Over three visits you would follow the story of the wine from the grape to the bottle, including maturing the wine in oak barrels. The end product is a greatly increased knowledge of the wine making process and 300 bottles of fine wine (225 litres the capacity of a small French Oak barrel) with personalised labels.

The Chateau suggested for this incentive is Chateau St. Jacques d'Albas. This beautiful Domain is owned and run by a Brit who works with his French team to produce some of the best wine in the Minervois.

Visit www.vineyardpartners.com. Contact David Bailey at Dave@vineyardpartners.co.uk or on 0044 7810 183949.

The Coco Palm, St. Lucia's

Expedia.com's Insiders Select list has highlighted St. Lucia's Coco Palm as one of the best hotels in the world. 

The four-star Coco Resorts property came in at 38th in the world and 4th in the Caribbean among the online travel company’s top hotels and resorts worldwide. 

Coco Kreole, its three-star sister property, ranked 314 worldwide and 28th in the Caribbean. In St. Lucia, Coco Palm and Coco Kreole rank number one and two respectively. 
  
The Coco Kreole was also the 2006 Crystal Award winner of ‘Best Small Hotel’ in the Caribbean.

Coco Resorts will welcome approaches from Alliance members on assignment or with a commission.

For Expedia’s Insiders Select list visit: (http://www.expedia.com/daily/promos/hotel/InsidersSelect/default.asp)

Visit www.coco-resorts.com. Contact: Feolla Chastanet at fchastanet@coco-resorts.com. 
 

Christmas Market breaks

Leger Holidays is inviting Alliance members to take advantage of an individual press trip on its selection of pre-Christmas shopping breaks.

Ledger has 15 exciting new breaks for 2007, including a Rhine cruise; ‘Roman Trier’, featuring Cologne; Montreux and Lake Geneva; The Black Forest and Medieval Amiens which also features Rouen – all make it easy to experience the best of Europe’s Christmas shopping. 

Christmas Market holidays start from late-November 2007, running throughout December and Leger Holidays offer a variety of packages.  Visit www.legerbreaks.info. Contact Alex Rose at alex@lucrecommunications.com or on 0113 243 1117.

Single Traveller breaks

Leger Holidays is inviting Alliance members to take advantage of an individual press trip on its selection of single traveller breaks.

In response to a massive 88 per cent rise in sales for breaks tailored to solo holidaymakers, Leger Holidays, leading provider of fully escorted coach holidays, has expanded its selection of specially designed tours for solo holidaymakers to safely and easily enjoy the best of Europe.

Leger has seven new year round tours for singles, to destinations throughout Europe, including Italy, Spain, Germany, Belgium, Austria and Eastern Europe, plus expanded availability on existing holidays. 

New breaks for 2007 include: Romantic Paris and Vienna by Air. Visit www.legerbreaks.info. Contact Alex Rose at alex@lucrecommunications.com or on 0113 243 1117.

The InterContinental Mar Menor Golf Resort & Spa, Spain  

The InterContinental Mar Menor Golf Resort & Spa is in the southeastern corner of Spain that boasts over 300 days of sunshine a year and one of the best climates in Europe. The hotel will be delighted to consider providing accommodation for Alliance members. See a place to stay.
Girls Travel Club 

Girls Travel Club is a new online e-boutique specialising in natural and organic travel accessories and tips and survival courses for women travellers. Girls Travel Club will be pleased to offer free samples to Alliance members able to incorporate these within their features. Visit: www.girlstravelclub.co.uk. Contact: Becci Coombes at girlstravelclub@googlemail.com.

The Macdonald Portal Hotel Golf and Spa, Cheshire

The £11.8m Macdonald Portal Hotel Golf and Spa has opened in Tarporley, ten miles from Chester and amid Cheshire’s rolling countryside. The brand new 85-bedroom hotel is set within the area’s already renowned championship golf venue of Portal. 

Golfers can tee off on one of two challenging and panoramic 18-hole courses, the Portal Championship Course on the doorstep of the hotel, or the Portal Premier Course just two minutes down the road. There is also a nine-hole Ardene Course and indoor golf academy.

The hotel’s health, fitness and beauty spa featuring a thermal suite with sauna, rock sauna, aroma steam bath, ice room and salt infusion suite, will be ready from 7th September 2007. Guests will also be able to take advantage of an 18-metre swimming pool, ten treatment rooms, exercise studio and advance TechnoGym, and a St Tropez Tanning Pool.

 Writers with a firm commission are invited to sample the hotel for two nights in September or October, including round of golf and or spa treatment. Visit: www.macdonaldhotels.com/thportal.   Contact: Vanessa Aves at VanessaAvesPR@aol.com. 

London hotels’  

The Red Carnation hotel group is offering 'It's a Wonderful Life' festive package at The Milestone, The Egerton House and "41", its three five-star London properties in London. 

Available between 23 November 2007 and 6 January 2008, It's a Wonderful Life includes:

· minimum two-night stay in one of the hotels with full English breakfast

· A DVD of the classic movie "It's A Wonderful Life and a deluxe tree ornament  

· tea for two with  Christmas cake on one day  

· a complimentary bottle red and  white wine 

· lunch or dinner for two on one day 

And a stocking stuffed with seasonal goodies for those staying on Christmas Day

Red Carnation is happy to offer an overnight stay at one of the hotels to Alliance members on commission. This will be considered on a writer-by-writer basis.

Visit: www.redcarnation.com. Contact: Arnelle Kendall at akendall@rchmail.com. 
The Louis Apostalata, Greece

The Louis Apostalata is a four star situated on the south east coast of the island of Kefalonia, Greece.  It 

Set on a hillside sloping gently to the Mediterranean Sea, the hotel has undergone a major refurbishment.

The hotel is looking to provide press trip facilities over the next couple of months and will be delighted to hear from Alliance members who might be interested.

Visit: www.louishotels.com. Contact: Katilena Alpe at katilena@dk-associates.co.uk. 
Camping in Denmark

Denmark has almost 500 campsites, some just a few metres away from the beach. To experience the range of campsites available VisitDenmark is arranging a number of press trips for families and couples.

With most sites costing between £4-£8 per person per night, a camping holiday in Denmark offers great value for money. 

Each campsite is given a star rating, from fairly basic one star campsites up to five star sites, which offer a wide range of sports and recreational facilities. 

To make it easier for potential campers to choose their perfect holiday, this year the Danish Camping Board, which approves and monitors all the campsites, has introduced a new ‘Quality Assessment’ scheme to compare the facilities offered by each camp, within each star rating. 

Visit www.danishcampsites.dk. Contact: Anthea.yabsley@ideal-pr.co.uk.

Hotels in Scotland 

A number of Scotland’s finest hotels and restaurants are looking to work with the Alliance and will be happy to arrange independent press trips for Alliance members on commission.

· Ardanaiseig: Visit: http://www.ardanaiseig.com/.  

· Boath House: Visit: http://www.boath-house.com/.  

· Castleton House Hotel: Visit: http://www.castletonglamis.co.uk.  

· The George Hotel: Visit: www.EdinburghGeorgeHotel.co.uk.  

· Greywalls: Visit: www.greywalls.co.uk.  

· Moffat House: Visit: http://www.moffathouse.co.uk.  

· The Peat Inn: Visit: http://www.thepeatinn.com.  

· Raemoir House Hotel: Visit www.raemoir.com.  

· Roundelwood: Visit www.roundelwoodhealthspa.co.uk.   

· The Roxburghe Hotel and Golf Course: Visit: www.roxburghe.net.  

· The St.Andrews Golf Hotel: Visit: http://www.standrews-golf.co.uk/.    

· All Seasons at the Meadow: Visit: www.roundelwoodhealthspa.co.uk. 

Contact: Su Hesketh at Su@crimsonedge.co.uk. 
Jurys Inn, Plymouth, UK 

Jurys Inn, the Dublin based hotel group, has launched its newest hotel in Plymouth. 

The property follows the successful Jurys Inn formula offering guests superior 3-star budget accommodation, with stylish bar and restaurant facilities, based in the heart of the city.

Situated on Exeter Street, in the heart of Plymouth, guests are within walking distance of world famous heritage sites such as Plymouth Hoe, the Plymouth Gin Distillery and the historic harbour.  Modern attractions in this vibrant city include the National Marine Aquarium and the Plymouth Mayflower. 

Jurys Inns are currently located in Dublin, Cork, Limerick, Galway, Belfast, London, Heathrow Airport, Croydon, Southampton, Birmingham, Milton Keynes, Nottingham, Manchester, Leeds, Newcastle, Glasgow and Edinburgh.

The hotel chain will be delighted to consider providing accommodation for Alliance members Visit: www.jurysinns.com. Contact: Flora Gandolfo at flora@mason-williams.com.  

Insight guides

Insight has introduced guides to Provence and The French Riviera on the back of more low cost airline routes and high-speed trains servicing this area of France. Alliance members can apply for review copies. Visit: www.insightguides.com. Contact: Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

· Industry news

Slovenia evening in London 

The London Press Club and the Slovenian Embassy are hosting a Slovenian evening from 18.15 to 21.00 on Thursday 6 September in the St. Bride Institute, Bride Lane (off Fleet Street), London EC4.

It will give Slovenia the chance to showcase itself in London, specifically in anticipation of taking over the Presidency of the EU Council of Ministers in January. 

Slovenia is the first of the new member states to hold the presidency.

The social event will be a mixture of travel and tourist information, ambassadorial presence, good food and local wine. There will be a charge of £10 at the door.

Contact: Martyn Bond at martyn.bond@info-europe.demon.co.uk. 

100th Fishers SoS

Fisher’s Travel SOS has published its 100th guide, to Trondheim in Norway. Fisher's publish critical contact and information guides on multiple destinations worldwide. 

Each publication contains over 200 contact addresses, telephone numbers and locally sourced information that include medical, communication, transport, accommodation, finance, and legal and local/national emergency services. Know before you go; words and phrases, first aid and any known dangers complete the guide.  Information is updated in real-time with the actual guides produced to order

Fishers will be happy to offer Alliance members copies of their guides.

Visit: www.fisherstravelsos.com. Contact Furgan Syed at: furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 
American Airlines

American Airlines starts its daily Stansted – New York JFK service on 29 October with a second daily service starting on 8 April 2008. The two services will give passengers choices of a morning or late afternoon departure from Stansted to New York and an early or late evening departure from New York to Stansted. American will also begin two new routes to New York JFK from Milan, Italy, and Barcelona, Spain.  American already operates transatlantic services to New York JFK from London Heathrow, Paris Charles de Gaulle, Brussels, Rome and Zurich. Visit: www.americanairlines.co.uk. Contact: Anneliese Morris at  anneliese.morris@aa.com
Peru earthquake

An earthquake that measured 7.9 degrees on the Richter scale hit central south coast Peru on Wednesday the 15th August at 06:40 p.m. With its epicentre 167 km south west of Lima, the earthquake has caused devastation in the cities of Pisco, Chincha, Cañete and Ica and affected Lima, and other cities in the region. The death toll stands at 510  and there are over 1,500 wounded. Pisco itself has been reduced to the ground by approximately 70%. Currently there are close to 85,000 people left without homes and requiring shelter in the midst of a cold weather spell that is affecting Peru. Contact: Monica Caro at Mcaro@canninghouse.com. 

A Day In travel guides 

Alliance member Sophia Cottier is producing a series of free online guides called A Day In, which are aimed specifically at cruise ship passengers and containing the information that cruise ship passengers will need to enjoy their short day trips ashore. A sample guide can be downloaded at http://www.a-day-in.co.uk/sample.asp. The associated website, www.a-day-in.co.uk, contains travel tips and information, allowing cruise passengers to make the Sophia Cottier at S.Cottier@pyetait.com. 

Scottish Café Trail
The best cafés in Scotland large and small could be officially recognised as part of the new Scottish Café Trail being developed by VisitScotland. Visit: www.visitscotland.com/cafetrail. Contact: Amy Bell at Amy.Bell@visitscotland.com.

Central American awards

The Central America Tourism Promotion Agency is looking to recognise the work of professional travel writers, photographers and broadcasters through its ECHO awards. Contact: Susana Cardenas Overstall at scardenas@chime.plc.uk or on +44 207 861 8657.

September highlights on the Travel Channel

How to Holiday Greener 

As concerns about environmental issues surrounding travelling continue to be voiced, How to Holiday Greener takes a look at what practical things are being done, today, to help counter these concerns. 

$100 Taxi Ride

One taxi, one hundred dollars and one sense of adventure is all that is required in $100 Taxi Ride. Cabs are held in places as diverse as Bangkok, St. Petersburg, Tijuana, Havana and Addis Ababa. 

Visit: www.travelchannel.co.uk/travellog. Contact: Amanda Weavers at amanda.weavers@travelchannel.co.uk. 

China Outbound Travel & Tourism Market

The China Outbound Travel & Tourism Market takes place in Beijing from 14 to 16 April 2008.

The development of China’s outbound travel market is changing the tourism pattern of the, with the World Tourism Organisation recording 34.5 million outbound Chinese travellers in 2006 and predicting 100 million per year by 2020. 

Now in its fourth year, COTTM (China Outbound Travel & Tourism Market) is the only dedicated business-to-business outbound travel event in China and provides international companies and countries with the platform to meet, discuss and contract upcoming seasons with over 2,000 industry professionals. 

Visit www.cottm.com.  Contact: Solenne Singer at ssinger@tarsus.co.uk. 

Travel writing course, Spain 

Malaga Workshops are organising a 'Travel Writing' Course with Award Winning Journalist Mari Nicholson in Andalucia, Spain from 30 September to 7 October 2007. Visit: www.malagaworkshops.co.uk. Contact: Lois Maddox at LOISBM@aol.com. 

· Leads

Canada

Kéroul has produced AccessiB, The Open Road - for All a new travel guide for travellers with restricted physical abilities. Kéroul, a key consultant to Tourism Québec, Kéroul, promotes accessible tourism and culture and works with governments and private businesses to increase accessibility to tourist and cultural venues. Visit: www.keroul.qc.ca/en/accessib/ and  www.bonjourquebec.co.uk. Contact: DQUK@destinationquebec.co.uk. 
Canada

Fernie Alpine Resort is blazing the trail in offering The Whiteroom Sessions and Powder Girl women’s clinics and training.  Nearby Island Lakes Resort features Girlski, an opportunities for ladies to shred the powder with other women…this includes an all female supporting cast of mountain guides and cat drivers.  They boys aren’t forgotten either with the Powder Cowboy Cat-Skiing Tours that offer the change to experience BC’s famed back country powder up close and personal. Visit www.fernie.com and www.islandlakeresorts.com. Contact: Nim Singh at Singh.Nim@ctc-cct.ca. 

Holland

The Amsterdam Dance Event is the worlds biggest club festival with over 600 DJs and acts in 40 of Amsterdam’s finest venues, DJ cafés, record stores, lounges and art galleries. Now in its twelfth year, the ADE has grown into a business conference that attracts

1900 key professionals and a club festival audience of 65,000. Visit: www.amsterdam-dance-event.nl. Contact: Nikki at nikki@globalpublicity.co.uk. 

Mexico 

La Zebra Beach Cantina & Cabanas are nine renovated rooms in the Mayan Riviera, a tourism district following the highway 307 of Quintana Roo, Mexico.

It is famous for its all-inclusive resorts and smaller boutique hotels along the highway and on and near the beach. Visit: www.lazebra.com.mx. 
UK: London 

London Dungeon has launched The Big Three ticket, a new promotion which offers a saving of up to £10 per person when visiting three of London’s biggest attractions – the London Dungeon, the British Airways London Eye and Madame Tussauds. Visit: www.thedungeons.com. Contact Hannah Ferguson at Hannah@lucrecommunications.com. 
UK: Scotland 

Laid Back Bikes give small groups the chance to do a guided tour in Edinburgh on recumbent bikes, using the city's cycle paths and quieter roads. Visit: www.laid-back-bikes.co.uk.  Contact Gillian Thompson at Gillian.thompson@visitscotland.com. 

UK: Scotland

GaelForce is a season of twelve arts and entertainment festivals and dozens of events across Dumfries and Galloway from August to October. Visit: www.gaelforceevents.co.uk. Contact Gillian Thompson at Gillian.thompson@visitscotland.com. 

UK: Scotland 

The Camp is a seven-day residential course based at a country house estate in Dumfries and Galloway whose mission is to help women drop a dress size in a week in a healthy and safe environment. Run by ex-United Kingdom Special Forces military fitness instructors, the course is run exclusively for women who wish to safely achieve rapid weight-loss and improve muscle tone and fitness. It is the most robust and challenging physical course of its kind in the UK. Visit: www.thecamp.co.uk. Contact Gillian Thompson at Gillian.thompson@visitscotland.com. 

UK: Scotland 

Perthshire’s renowned Enchanted Forest sound and light show returns to Faskally Wood near Pitlochry from 19 October to 4 November. The event, which has become established as Scotland’s premier sound and light experience, since its launch in 2002, will attract a record 20,000 visitors. Visit: www.enchantedforest.org.uk. Contact Gillian Thompson at Gillian.thompson@visitscotland.com. 

UK: Wales 

The second Tenby Blues Festival will take place over the weekend of Friday 9 to Sunday 11 November 2007 in various venues across the popular Pembrokeshire coastal resort in south west Wales. Headlining the festival will be American blues singer Alvin Youngblood Hart and his Muscle Theory Band. Visit: www.tenbyblues.co.uk. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

USA: Kansas

Tallgrass prairie once covered 170 million acres of North America. Less than 4 % remains, mostly in the Flint Hills of Kansas. A 25-ton marble monument has been erected along the Kansas Turnpike, marking the entrance to the Flint Hills prairie. The finished monuments will have landscaping around the base and they will be lit at night. Visit: www.nps.gov/tapr. Contact: Derek Mackenzie-Hook at dmh@TravelKsOk.co.uk.
USA: New Mexico

The Buffalo Thunder Resort, the largest resort in New Mexico is set to open in fall 2008. When completed the Buffalo Thunder Resort will include a new casino and the Hilton Santa Fe Golf Resort & Spa. Visit: www.hiltonfamily.com. Contact: Jennifer Marshall at Jennifermarshall@ballantinespr.com. 

USA: New Mexico 

American and Delta Airlines will begin direct air services into the Santa Fe Municipal Airport in late 2007. 

American Eagle, the regional affiliate of American Airlines, will add non-stop service between Santa Fe Municipal Airport and both Dallas/Fort Worth and Los Angeles International Airport from 31 De ember December and Delta will introduce its first-ever non-stop flights between Santa Fe and the airline’s western gateways in Los Angeles and Salt Lake City from 10 December 2007. 

The new flights provide better access for skiers off to the slopes of Northern New Mexico, including Ski Santa Fe, Taos Ski Valley, Angel Fire Resort, Red River Ski Area, and Sipapu ski area. 

Santa Fe Municipal Airport is located 20 minutes from the Santa Fe Plaza.  Visit: www.santafe.org. Contact: Jennifer Hoffman at jenniferh@ballantinespr.com. 

· Reasons to write about

Britain’s Favourite View

Wastwater, in the UK’s Lake Districy, is one of 16 iconic places to be featured in a new television series culminating in a nationwide vote to find ‘Britain’s Favourite View’.
 

The ITV show (www.itv.com/view), which is being broadcast on Sunday evenings, is hosted by Sir Trevor McDonald and celebrates the diversity and splendour of the UK’s best-loved landscapes.

Each show features four well-known personalities in a short film highlighting the part of the British Isles they believe should win the coveted title. 

Cumbria also has Hadrian’s Wall, which stretches from the Cumbrian coast to South Shields, among the 16.

Wastwater in the Wasdale Valley is nearly three miles long, almost half a metre wide and, with a depth of 79 metres, is the deepest lake in England.  Its surface is around 200 feet above sea level, while its bottom is over 50 feet below sea level and it is overlooked by England’s highest mountain – Scafell Pike. 

 

It is hoped that the images of the 16 landscapes will inspire Britons to enjoy breaks throughout the UK and the national tourism organisation, VisitBritain, has produced a special map that can be ordered from the website www.britainsviews.com
 

For information on the Lake District visit www.golakes.co.uk. Contact: Nicola Hewitson at NHewitson@cumbriatourism.org.

Golf in Argentina 

With the largest number of golf courses in any South American country Argentina has established itself as the capital of golf in the region.

There are 270 clubs throughout the country, 138 of which are in Buenos Aires alone and more than 100.000 players.

The recent success of national sportsmen such as Angel Cabrera and Andres Romero has helped raise the profile of Argentina as a golf destination.

The Argentine tourist board is now promoting golf tourism along with Argentine wine, beef, polo and tango. 

Visit: www.turismo.gov.ar. Contact: Rodolfo Milesi at rmilesi@chime.plc.uk.

German city breaks in autumn

Kaiserslautern

The Lautrer Kerwe in Kaiserlautern, taking place from 19 October to 29 October, is the largest fair in the Western part of the Palatinate region and the best place for combining fine wines with fairground treats.  Colourful displays of flowers provide a completely different atmosphere at the Kaiserlautern Garden Show, which is running until 28 October 2007.

Koblenz

In the Northern part of the Rhineland-Palatinate the Schängelmarkt (14 September to 16 September) provides another opportunity to dive into the hustle and bustle of the biggest

funfair and market in this region. The town centre and old quarter of Koblenz are filled with carousels, a variety of stalls, stages featuring open-air concerts and, of course, beer tents.  The Schängelmarkt is followed by the city*s autumn fair from 28 September to 7 October.

Speyer

A wine tasting in true Palatinate style takes place in Speyer’s old quarter on 6 and 7 October. Local wine producers present their new wines on the town’s grand Maximilianstrasse, which leads directly to the monumental Kaiserdom, UNESCO world heritage site and the

biggest Romanic cathedral in the world. On 14 September and 12 October, *Wine & Crime* events offer a blend of excitement and indulgence. Alternatively, visitors can learn about the regional customs and traditions and book one of the many historical and heritage tours of the

more than 2000-years-old town.

Trier

Germany’s oldest town is situated in the heart of the picturesque Moselle valley and is home of the Constantine the Great exhibition until 4 November, a major exhibition on the first Christian Roman Emperor.  This cultural experience can be rounded off with a glass of Federweisser - a special new wine that has just begun to ferment - in one of the old quarter*s many taverns.

Visit: www.romantic-cities.com. Contact: Barbara Geier at barbara.geier@d-z-t.com. 

A total solar eclipse

On Friday 1st August 2008, a total eclipse of the sun will be visible from a corridor, which begins in northern Canada and will extend across Greenland, the Arctic, central Russia, Mongolia and China. 

It will also be possible to witness a partial, albeit far less spectacular eclipse within the much broader path of the Moon’s penumbral shadow, which includes northeastern North America, most of Europe and Asia. 

The path of totality begins in northern Canada, where the Moon’s umbral shadow first touches the territory of Nunavut at 0921GMT. At this point, the duration of totality is 1 minute 30 seconds. The instant of greatest eclipse occurs when the axis of the Moon’s shadow passes closest to the centre of Earth. When totality reaches its maximum duration of 2mins 27seconds, the Sun’s altitude is 34 degrees and the path width is some 237km. At 18km from the central line, the Russian city of Novosibirsk is a very short distance from this point, which allows for a 2min 13 seconds total eclipse at 1045hrs GMP (approx 1700hrs locally). 
 

On the Go Tours is offering a four-day Russian Sun Chaser tour, a seven-day Tsars of the Sun tour and an 11-day complete Russia & Trans-Siberian Big Russian Eclipse tour!

Contact: Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcpr.com.

· A place to stay

Cap Maison, St Lucia 

Cap Maison, a new boutique hotel is to open in St Lucia in March next year. It will be the first luxury residence-style boutique property on the island and on completion will be an elegant 50-room luxury hotel with accommodation arranged across 22 villas.

The hotel is being built on St Lucia’s exclusive Cap Estate, atop an ocean bluff above a secluded sandy beach and will offer magical views over to historic Pigeon Island and across to neighbouring Martinique. 

Its elevated setting affords panoramic land and sea views, by day it is breathtaking and after dark the unobstructed views of the night sky are seriously romantic.

 Guests will be able to play golf at the nearby St Lucia Golf and Country Club. A new Jack Nicklaus designed course is being constructed five minutes away from the resort and is scheduled to open in 2009. 

Those wishing to explore beyond the property can visit the lively seaside village of Gros Islet or the nearby attractions of Rodney Bay, which offers a diverse range of Caribbean and international dining as well as a thriving nightlife and shopping district. Rodney Bay’s Marina is the departure point for yacht charters and sightseeing trips.   

 Visit www.capmaison.co.uk. Contact: Kate Mault at kate@oliverrelelations.co.uk.

Glenskirlie Castle, Scotland 

The newly constructed Glenskirlie Castle in the heart of Scotland is the first new castle to be built in the country in the 21st century.

Fifteen individually themed bedrooms – including two 100 square metre suites – have been named after roses with the floral theme carried on throughout the castle’s interior design features.

The room names, which include New Dawn, Cupid, Sexy Rexy, Maiden’s Blush and Bourbon Queen, were selected with input from the UK's leading rose expert Peter Beales.

Situated amid lush gardens in the village of Banknock in Stirlingshire, Glenskirlie Castle is owned and operated by the Macaloney family, who are also celebrating the 25th anniversary of opening their Glenskirlie House Restaurant, which sits on land adjacent to the new castle.

Glenskirlie is easily accessible via motorway links from Glasgow, Edinburgh and Stirling. It also serves as an ideal base for accessing the tourist attractions of the heart of Scotland. Attractions such as Stirling and Edinburgh Castles, the Falkirk Wheel, the Trossachs, Glasgow's Kelvingrove Museum are all less than an hour's drive away from the hotel.

Visit: www.glenskirliehouse.com. Contact Peter Samson on 0141 332 3944 or 07967
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The Aquapura Douro Valley Hotel, Portugal

The new five-star luxury Aquapura Douro Valley is now open in Portugal's World Heritage wine region, the first property from this debuting hotel group. 

The property is centred around a nineteenth-century manor house, with 50 rooms and suites, 21 villas, a 22,000-square-foot spa using Karin Herzog's skincare systems, chocolate facials, as well as oxygen treatments, three restaurants, a wine tasting room, two bars and a swimming pool.

Visit: www.aquapurahotels.com. Contact Erika Vives at Erika@Andriamitsakospr.com. 

Boca de Iguanas, Mexico 

Environmental conservation and clean, low impact living are the inspiration for Boca de Iguanas, the newest beach front development found in a curved bay along the Costalegre on Mexico’s Pacific Coast.

Located 40 minutes north of Manzanillo International Airport (ZLO), the multi-use development of Boca de Iguanas, offers 20 single-family ocean view homes and 60 condos nestled in the jungle, a beach club and al fresco restaurant on 1,000 meters of sand beach.

A boutique hotel with an eclectic mix of 10 suites reflecting contemporary Mexican design and 40 rustic eco-chic cabanas opens in fall 2007 Visit: www.bocadeiguanas.com  Contact: Citlali Gonzalez at citlalimpm@gmail.com. 
Malawi

The Republic of Malaŵi formerly Nyasaland is a democratic, densely populated country located in southeastern Africa. It borders Zambia to the northwest, Tanzania to the north, and Mozambique surrounding it on the east, south, and west. 

Nyasa Lodges

Many travellers to Malawi will have come across Dedza Potteries, either in Dedza town or on the lakeshore south of Nkhotakota. Now the company has established Nyasa Lodges with the two sites operating as Dedza Pottery Lodge and Nkhotakota Safari Lodge respectively. The great Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve with its famous elephant herds and the beautiful Bua river rapids are close to the Nkhotakota Safari Lodge while the Dedza Pottery lodge is ideal for a visit to the World Heritage Site of ancient cave paintings. Visit: www.nyasalodges.com. 
Ntchisi Forest Lodge

Just under a couple of hours out of Lilongwe in the mountain wilderness of the Ntchisi Forest Reserve is the Ntchisi Forest Lodge. For some years now it has been off the mainstream tourism itineraries but all that is set to change as Craig Hillsley and Lone Sorensen takeover the lodge and set about making it a wilderness retreat. The Lodge is expected to open in the New Year. Visit: www.ntchisilodge.com. 
There is a growing interest in Malawi as a tourist destination. Journalists, with commissions, wishing to travel to Malawi should contact the Tourism Information Office for information on Press Trips. 

Visit: www.malawitourism.com. Contact: John Douglas at enquiries@malawitourism.com. 

The Spa, Loch Lomond, Scotland 

Scotland’s most expensive new spa. The Spa, a £10 million purpose built facility at the De Vere Deluxe Resort at Cameron House on the Banks of Loch Lomond, has opened and is set to rival the world’s top destination spas.

The Spa, which has a rooftop hydro pool with an infinity view overlooking Loch Lomond, provides hydro and thermal experiences in one of 17 treatment rooms. An exclusive private spa for two is also available for those couples that want to share the ultimate Spa experience.

Visit: www.devere.co.uk/deluxe/Cameron-House. Contact: Erica Taylor at erica@real-pr.co.uk. 

The InterContinental Mar Menor Golf Resort & Spa, Spain  

The InterContinental Mar Menor Golf Resort & Spa is in the southeastern corner of Spain that boasts over 300 days of sunshine a year and one of the best climates in Europe.
The hotel will be delighted to consider providing accommodation for Alliance members. See a place to stay.
Hotel facilities include the luxurious ESPA spa, a par 36 golf courses Nicklaus Golf Trail, an outdoor swimming pool and a heated indoor relaxation pool. The Kids’ Club will keep children amused with a range of play equipment, games and activities and is open between 10:00 and 18:00 every day.  Golf lovers will appreciate the two 18-hole golf courses, part of the Nicklaus Golf Trail, just 30 minutes from the hotel. 

With over 2600 years of culture the nearby Cartagena is a handsome walled city, which dates back to pre-Roman times and boats some spectacular ancient remains scattered among the historic harbour.   

In addition: 

Calblanque Regional Park 

A mixture of rugged coastline, sandy beaches, salt marshes and mountains, this is a tranquil spot in which to appreciate the region’s natural treasures.  Boasting total calm and unspoilt stretches of virgin beach, this is the perfect spot in which to unwind. 

Shopping in Murcia  

The capital of the region and described as one of the most beautiful and historic cities in Spain boasting Moorish influences and a vast, 600-year-old cathedral with 23 chapels.  It is also famous for its designer shops and chic boutiques, nestling in the romantic cobbled streets.

Water sports and Scuba diving 

The warm shallow waters of the Mar Menor make it an excellent location for water sports and a wide range are on offer including sailing, canoeing, water skiing, kite surfing and windsurfing.  Las Islas Hormigas, one of the Mediterranean’s largest marine nature reserves, lies off Cabo de Palos, just 30 minutes away and offers some of Europe’s best Diving.   The perfect place to experience your very first dive and an absolute must for experienced divers. 

Visit: www.intercontinental.com/marmenor. Contact: Flora Gandolfo at flora@mason-williams.com.

Riad Meriem, Marrakesh

The Riad Meriem, a small luxury boutique hotel, has opened in the historic Moroccan city of Marrakesh. 

Morocco, officially the Kingdom of Morocco is a country in North Africa. It has a coast on the Atlantic Ocean that reaches past the Strait of Gibraltar into the Mediterranean Sea. Morocco has international borders with Algeria to the east, Spain to the north and Mauritania to the south.

The new Riad Meriem is situated in the heart of the Medina, the oldest quarter of Marrakesh dating back to the 11th century, and is only five minutes from the Djemma el Fna, the main square, and less than one minute from the entrance to the souks.

 

The property’s New York based owner, the acclaimed interior designer, Thomas Hays, has designed the hotel. 

Visit: www.riadmeriem.com. Contact: Kate Mault at kate@oliverrelations.co.uk. 

Natural Retreats. Yorkshire, UK 

Natural Retreats, at Richmond, in the Yorkshire Dales National Park is the UK's first luxury sustainable holiday location.

Natural Retreats currently has 10 eco-friendly, luxurious residencies at Aislabeck, with the aim of opening another 10. The residences allow guests to be closer to nature and benefit from extensive glass wall frontages, designed to bring the natural light, surrounding woodland and meadows directly into the open plan living room.

The company has plans to develop further residences close to the Snowdonia National Park in Wales and Loch Lomond, Scotland. Visit: www.naturalretreats.com. Contact: Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com. 

· The next issue

The next issue of the International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin will be issued in October 2007. Archived issues are available at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 

· Contacts 

The International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 776 419 8286, and

Charo Moreno at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 781 805 2331. 
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