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Here are opportunities for Alliance members that have come through in the last couple of weeks. 
In addition to the above opportunities, the media contacts shown with each item in this bulletin will be pleased to work with Alliance members looking to write, broadcast or create images in a destination.

For a list of all opportunities visit www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com and click on opportunities.

Poggio Pallero, Tuscany 

Poggio Pallero is a 500 year old farmhouse built on Etruscan foundations located up a 2 mile private drive in it's own valley filled with Vernacia vines, rolling pasture and woodland.

Here there are five spacious and luxurious self-catering apartments with private loggias and log fires. Other facilities include an opulent Roman Style Bath house in a converted barn, solarium, sauna and fitness suite. Just under an hour's drive from Pisa airport, Pallero is perfectly located for exploring Italy's most prized treasures; Florence and Siena are 40 minutes and the coast within an hour. 

Alliance members producing copy or images for culture driven readership are invited to request a press trip to Poggio Pallero.

Visit: http://www.pallero.com/newsletter/01/pallero.html
Contact: Philippa Hughes at: pkh@pangolinprofile.co.uk
Uniworld Grand River Cruises  

Travel the great rivers and waterways of Europe, Russia, China and Egypt with Uniworld, which have been escorting guests to the grandest destinations in the world for over 30 years. 

With one of the newest fleet of ships in the industry, Uniworld’s Grand River Cruise ships are designed to provide a comfortable and elegant retreat. 

Onboard guests can enjoy an exceptional array of choices from exciting entertainment to insightful lectures and engaging demonstrations. There are also salons, fitness centres, sun decks, boutiques with souvenirs, gifts and sundries, indoor patios and bars.

Uniworld Grand River Cruises will host media trips for Alliance members on assignment or with a commission to write, broadcast or create images on river cruising
Visit: www.uniworld.com 

Contact: Arnelle Kendall at akendall@uniwo9rld.com
Le Domaine de la Bretesche, Brittany, France 

Le Domanie de la Bretesche is running its first ever UK press trip from 11th-13th October and would be delighted to hear from Alliance members with a confirmed commission from key UK women’s, lifestyle, travel, food and drink, golfing, health and wellbeing magazines or national newspapers. Places are limited, and preference will be given to La Bretesche’s target media. 

Visit: www.bretesche.com
Contact: Caroline Keith at caroline@thekeithconsultancy.co.uk or 07734 543923. 
Backroads - Insider Trips 

Backroads, the active travel company, which will expand its 2008 departures by introducing 12 new "Insider Trips, is inviting Alliance members on their 2008 press trips.


The 2008 Insider destinations are: China, California Wine Country, Canadian Rockies, Costa Rica, Czech Republic & Austria, Dalmatian Coast & Sarajevo, Indochina, New Mexico, Peru, Provence, South Africa & Botswana and Tuscany. 

Backroads believes that by slowing down the pace of these culturally rich trips, guests will readily embrace the richness and diversity of these world-renowned destinations. 


Continuing its expansion in Eastern Europe, Backroads' new biking adventure will lead from the canals of Venice, Italy, through Italy's idyllic Collio wine region, to Ljubljana, Slovenia, with majestic mountains, old-world villages, glamorous resorts and epic history. 

An addition to Backroads' Argentina menu will be a biking trip to the country's undiscovered northwest region. Perfect for those with an adventurous spirit, this trip will bicycle off the tourist path and into arid orange-tinged hills, subtropical forests and high-altitude vineyards. 

For a high-altitude Peruvian adventure, Backroads presents a nine-day lodge-to-lodge trek in Peru. Fully supported by porters and mules, hikers begin in the former Inca capital of Cusco and explore the greenery and peaks of the Andes as high as 15,000 feet en route to Machu Picchu. The four trekking lodges provide incredible meals, hot tubs and snow-capped vistas to energize intrepid travellers.

In Turkey the company combines the surreal landscapes of ancient Cappadocia with yacht-based exploration of the Turquoise Coast - enjoy Mediterranean vistas by land and by sea during this new walking trip.

Other new trips include an 11-day walking/game-viewing safari in South Africa & Botswana and heli-hiking in the Canadian Rockies. 

For those short on time but long on energy, there's a new five-day biking trip in Bryce & Zion National Parks; a four-day Death Valley multisport trip; a 5-day biking trip to Martha's Vineyard & Nantucket; a 5-day San Juan Islands biking trip; and a 5-day Alaska multisport trip.

Visit: www.backroads.com

Alliance members on assignment or with a commission are invited to contact Holly Woolard at hollyw@backroads.com for press trip details.
Game parks in Namibia

South African travel specialist, 2 by 2 Holidays has launched a new programme of safaris to the great-unspoilt game parks of South Luangwa, Kafue and Lower Zambezi in Zambia.

Alliance members interested in press trip opportunities should contact press trip

Lesley Singleton at Lesley@lsmedia.co.uk 

South Luangwa 

South Luangwa National Park is Zambia’s most famous wildlife park and one of the world’s greatest wildlife conservation areas, covering an area in excess of 5,600 square miles. Sustained by the great Luangwa River, the park is home to a wide variety of wildlife, birds and vegetation. The now famous Walking Safari originated in this park and is still one of the finest ways to experience this pristine wilderness first-hand. With over 60 different animal species and more than 400 bird species, the concentration of game around the Luangwa River and its ox bow lagoons is amongst the highest in Africa, including four of the Big 5. Also search for cheetah, zebra, giraffe, antelope and much more, with leopard sightings being particularly outstanding.

Kafue

Kafue National Park is the largest game reserve in Zambia, having been proclaimed in 1950 and, at 14,000 square miles, is about the size of Wales. From the vast wetlands of Busanga Plains in the northwest, to the lush and tree-choked south, the park is a raw slice of African wilderness that sustains huge herds of diverse wildlife fed by the Lunga, Lufupa and Kafue Rivers.  Large prides of lion, solitary leopards and cheetah are the main predators, feeding on the thousands of red lechwe, waterbuck, tsessebe, hartebeest, zebra, puku, sable, roan and diminutive oribi and duiker that live on the plains and in the woodlands.  Also here are buffalo and a host of smaller carnivores such as the side-striped jackal, civet, genet and mongoose.  Superb fishing for bream, barbel and pike is available on Lunga and Kafue Rivers, which are home to large numbers of hippopotamus, crocodiles and water monitors.

Lower Zambezi

Lower Zambezi National Park is Zambia’s newest game reserve and is therefore relatively undeveloped, offering a true wilderness experience in over 2,500 square miles. The opportunity to get close to game wandering in and out of the Zambezi River is spectacular.  The park lies opposite the famous Mana Pools Reserve in Zimbabwe, so the whole area on both sides of the river is a massive wildlife sanctuary. You’ll have the unforgettable chance to canoe down the Zambezi River to observe wildlife – hippos are always in sight, as well as enormous herds of elephant that come down to the river. Buffalo, zebra, waterbuck, puku, impala, kudu, baboon and a variety of other game can be seen browsing on the banks from the laid-back comfort of your canoe. The park is also home to lion and leopard, as well as an outstanding diversity of bird life, including the African fish eagle and the bee-eater. Tiger fishing is also excellent along the Zambezi River.

All the new safaris include open-top game drives conducted by experienced drivers and accommodation at luxury game lodges situated within the parks. 

These safaris are ideally combined with a visit to Victoria Falls, one of the Seven Wonders of the World.

Namibia, officially the Republic of Namibia, is a country in southern Africa on the Atlantic coast. It shares borders with Angola, and Zambia to the north, Botswana to the east, and South Africa to the south. It gained independence from South Africa in 1990 and its capital city is Windhoek. 

Visit: http://www.2by2holidays.co.uk 

Ardanaiseig, Scotland 

Ardanaiseig is a unique and traditional Scottish Highland retreat overlooking Loch Awe and the Argyll glens. 

This festive season Ardanaiseig, which has sixteen individually themed bedrooms and one of the best restaurants in the Highlands, is hosting a week of fine food and festive celebration between 24 December and 3 January, available in three- and four-day packages.

The dramatic setting offers the opportunity to explore the rivers, lochs, craggy peaks and isolated beaches of the Highlands on foot, by boat or by seaplane. The crackling log fires, traditional Christmas tree, and beautiful drawing room with original antique furnishings and a grand piano give the house the warm, welcoming feel of a country home, offering the perfect backdrop for celebrating the festive season. 

A stunning luxury boat shed conversion was completed last year which offers chic, contemporary accommodation on the waters edge, while the sixteen bedrooms in the house are all distinctively furnished with sumptuous fabrics and antiques, each of them with views either of the loch or the Lost Gardens. 

The Ardanaiseg will be delighted to hear from Alliance members on assignment or with a commission who would be interested in visiting the hotel.

Visit: www.ardanaiseig.com 

Contact: Jennifer McConachie at jenny@crimsonedge.co.uk 

The Milepost’s 60th edition

As Alaska, the 49th state, celebrates its 49th birthday the Milepost’s 60th edition will be published (March 2008) by Morris Communications.

For journalists and travellers the Millpost explains where to watch for moose, gives the exact mileage for spots where there’s room to ease off the road to take a picture, and lists every scenic overview, restaurant, fuel stop, campground, museum and point of interest." 

The new edition will have special features on Alaska Highway lodges, information on special events in Alaska (the Nenana Ice Classic and the Mount Marathon Race).

Alliance members with Alaska stories planned for 2008 or those looking for a good travel/adventure/outdoor story can request early editorial material or pictures from the 2008 edition or ask to receive a finished book in March.

Visit: http://www.ksblinks.com
Contact: Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com 

The Copan Ruinas, Honduras

The Hotel Marina Copan, located in downtown Copan Honduras, offers ready access to the cultural and natural wonders of this region. 

Honduras is a democratic republic in Central America. It was formerly known as Spanish Honduras to differentiate it from British Honduras (now Belize. The country is bordered to the west by Guatemala, to the southwest by El Salvador, to the southeast by Nicaragua, to the south by the Pacific Ocean at the Gulf of Fonseca, and to the north by the Gulf of Honduras, a large inlet of the Caribbean Sea.

For the past 60 years, the hotel has expanded and changed to meet the needs of travellers from all over the world. Yet it still retains a magnificent sense of old world colonial architecture.

From this hub, thousands of guests venture out to see the magnificent Mayan ruins, local museums, agro-tourism ventures, wildlife and lush mountainous landscapes surrounding the town. 

The nearby ruins of ancient Copan are some of the most artistic and historically significant Mayan ruins in Central America, and the adjacent Sculpture Museum houses a stunning replica of the Rosalila Temple. Tours are available from the Hotel to a coffee plantation, the Macaw Mountain Bird Park and Nature Reserve, a butterfly farm and other local sites.

The hotel is extending a personal invitation to alliance members on assignment or with a commission to visit the Hotel Marina Copan and experience Honduran hospitality at its finest. 

The itinerary:
 

· 3 nights accommodations at Hotel Marina Copan

· All Meals

· Tour of the Welchez Coffee Plantation

· Tour of the Copan Mayan Ruins

· Tour of the Macaw Mountain Bird Sanctuary

· Return transportation between Copan and San Pedro Sula


Visit: www.hotelmarinacopan.com
Contact: Ute Frank at ute@seasmokepr.com
Copenhagen and Malmö at Christmas
 

Combine the capital of Copenhagen with Sweden's third largest city, Malmö, for a Scandinavian pre-Christmas experience. 

Copenhagen is especially good at Christmas time and the historic city of Malmö in Sweden is another Yuletide attraction. Thanks to the Öresund Bridge, which links the two countries, it's easy to enjoy the Danish and Swedish build up to Christmas. 

Visit:  www.visitcopenhagen.com and www.visitdenmark.com 

A number of press trips are available for Alliance members on assignment or with a commission.

Contact: Astrid Ruffhead at ar@visitdenmark.com 

Natural Retreats, Yorkshire, UK 

Natural Retreats situated in Richmond, Yorkshire Dales National Park, provides the chance to enjoy bracing countryside walks, fresh crisp air and beautiful seasonal (autumn & winter) scenery.   

The secluded Aislabeck location is ideal for family getaways, romantic breaks or a fun trip with friends!
 
The 10 eco-friendly, luxurious residencies balance contemporary urban living with countryside warmth.  

Each residence has extensive glass wall frontages, designed to bring in the natural light, magnificent surrounding woodland and meadow views directly into the open plan living room. A wood chip burning stove and solid wooden floors in each residence transforms the living environment into a warm, comfortable cocoon from the elements.   

There is a local pub, complete with roaring fireplace, close at hand, and the nearby Georgian market town of Richmond.  

Natural Retreats will be pleased to offer press trip facilities for Alliance members on assignment or with a commission. 

Visit: www.naturalretreats.com 

Contact: Alison Wood at alison@grifcopr.com 

· Industry news

The Business Tourism Partnership

The Hotel Booking Agents Association (HBAA) has become the 19th member of the Business Tourism Partnership (BTP). The BTP has members representing the leading trade organisations and government agencies with an interest in conferences and meetings, exhibitions and trade fairs, outdoor events, business event, incentive travel, corporate hospitality and individual business travel.

Visit: www.businesstourismpartnership.com 

Contact: Michael Hirst at mbhirst@lineone.net 

Language learning

Musical language learning company, Earworms says that if parents and their children listen to their CDs (or MP3s) for the average journey time of twenty minutes a day, in just two weeks they could all gain enough language to get by in a foreign country. French, Italian, Spanish, Russian, Greek, German, Japanese, Portuguese and Chinese are among the languages covered.

Visit: www.earwormslearning.com
Contact: Andrew Lodge at andrew@earwormslearning.com 

Broad Bay House, Scotland 

Broad Bay House has been awarded 5 star grading by Visit Scotland, making it the first and only 5 star serviced accommodation anywhere in the Outer Hebrides. Broad Bay House opened in 2007 and has a coastal location just 15 minutes drive from Stornoway. The house overlooks a beach, and there is direct access to the shore.

Visit: www.broadbayhouse.co.uk
Contact:  Gillian Thompson at Gillian.Thompson@visitscotland.com 

Queensferry Hotel, Scotland 

A £1.8m refurbishment of the Queensferry Hotel near Edinburgh is part of a major investment programme by parent group Folio Hotels to upgrade its portfolio of four-star hotels throughout the UK.

Visit: www.foliohotels.com/queensferry 

Contact:  Gillian Thompson at Gillian.Thompson@visitscotland.com 

Scotland 

One of Scotland's top chefs has unveiled a £500,000 plan to transform an empty building in Leith into a specialist cookery school.  Michelin-starred Martin Wishart wants to create a modern kitchen and restaurant in a former shop on Bonnington Road, complete with a large demonstration area and training workstations.  The new school is planned to open in mid November.

Visit: www.martin-wishart.co.uk
Contact:  Gillian Thompson at Gillian.Thompson@visitscotland.com 

· Leads

China

Uniworld has partnered with Victoria Cruises to organise a series of Grand River China Cruises ranging from seven to twenty days. They include the highlights of the Yangtze, mysteries of Tibet, Mongolia and Siberia as well as heavenly gardens of Suzhou and green mountains and intriguing caves of Guilin.

Los Angeles based Uniworld offers 500 well-priced departures on more than 30 itineraries, sailing on 12 rivers in 20 countries across 4 continents - China, Europe, Russia and Egypt.

Visit www.uniworld.com
Contact: Arnelle Kendall at akendall@uniworld.com 

Germany 

Bremen’s Freimarkt (free market) began in the 11th century and is now one of Germany’s biggest fairs. Between 19 October until 4 November 2007 the 972nd Freimarkt will see over showmen and traders creating a unique atmosphere all over the city centre and on the fairground Bürgerweide. 

Contact: Barbara Geier at Barbara.Geier@d-z-t.com 

Germany 

At Oberstaufen, in Germany’s Bavarian Allgäu region, doctors and therapists have developed a new concept to help all those desperate to give up cigarettes that is based on detoxification combined with sport, dancing, spa treatments or acupuncture.

Visit: www.allgaeu.info 

Contact: Barbara Geier at Barbara.Geier@d-z-t.com 

Mexico

La Zebra. La Zebra Beach Cantina & Cabanas has nine renovated rooms that capture the rustic, jungle chic charm and true energy of Tulum, Mexico. 

A Mexican-style cantina dishes up traditional home cooking and an outdoor charcoal grill sets the scene for all-day pit roasts every Sunday.

Visit www.lazebratulum.com
Contact: Citlali Gonzalez at citlalimpm@gmail.com 

Scotland  

The “A” listed giant cantilever Titan Crane – the oldest of the five Titans on the Clyde and the oldest of its kind in the world – has been completely refurbished and restored at a cost of £3 million, with a new lift to take visitors up the Crane to the jib platform 150 feet (46 metres) off the ground. At the top, visitors will be able to look at first hand at the workings of the Titan wheelhouse and from the jib platform see the stunning views along the River Clyde and the surrounding countryside, as well Clydebank, Renfrew and Glasgow.

Visit: www.titanclydebank.com
Contact:  Gillian Thompson at Gillian.Thompson@visitscotland.com 

USA: Florida

Universal Orlando Resort runs its annual Halloween Horror Nights runs on 23 nights (September 28-29 through October 4-7, 11-14, 18-21, 24-28, and Oct.31-Nov. 3) as a nighttime extension to its usual theme park attractions.

Universal Orlando is creating more haunted houses, more Halloween-themed shows and adding more event nights than ever before. Halloween Horror Nights runs for 23 nights this year and features eight all-new haunted houses – three of which are created around New Line’s Freddy Krueger, Jason and Leatherface. There will also be four new shows.

Visit www.halloweenhorrornights.com 

Contact: Chloe Handy at chloe.handy@fleishmaneurope.com 

· Reasons to write about

The Seminole Tribe of Florida

The Seminole Tribe of Florida will present a re-enactment of the Second Seminole War at the Big Cypress Shootout at Billie Swamp Safari located between Fort Lauderdale and Naples, on the Big Cypress Reservation just north of I-75 (Alligator Alley) Exit 49.

The battle re-enactment will honour the Seminole’s struggle and sacrifice to remain in their homeland and will feature authentic weapons, soldier and warrior attire and tactics typical of the Second Seminole War.

The three-day event (Friday 22 February through Sunday 24 February 2008) will also include music, Seminole food, Seminole and pioneer artisans, atlas and tomahawk throws, authentic Seminole and soldier camps and alligator wrestling.  “Period settlers” from around the country will hew wood, iron and silver crafts and depict trading techniques from the Seminole war era.

In the 1800s the U.S. military against the Seminoles fought a total of three wars. These campaigns were the longest, costliest, and bloodiest of all the Indian wars. Although many Seminoles were killed or removed to present-day Oklahoma, they were never defeated, and to this day, more than 3,000 Seminoles are known as “The Unconquered” Seminole Tribe of Florida.

Visit: www.semtribe.com/calendar 

Contact: Cindy Malin at cmalin@semtribe.com 

Riding ranches in Aruba

There’s the chance to enjoy horse-rides through the red sands and cacti of the sun-drenched Dutch Caribbean island of Aruba. 

The 70-square-mile island lies just 15 miles from the South American coast and offers a variety of exotic locations to suit everyone from beginner riders to old hands - from challenging sand dunes to desert-like planes. 

Other scenes to explore include the black pebble beaches of north Aruba, the smooth white sands of the south coast, an eighteenth century gold mine, historic Alto Vista Chapel and naturally formed pools and bridges.

Aruba’s unique wild-west-style landscape is home to four ranches where visitors can ride western style with specially adapted saddles and longer stirrup lengths.

Ranches


The Gold Mine Ranch 

Located by the ruins of 19th century Bushiribana gold mine just a few minutes walk from the sea, the ranch specialises in tours for beginners and families and has horses suitable for children four years old and above. www.thegoldmineranch.com 

Rancho Notorious 

Conveniently set among the luxury hotels and white sands of Palm Beach, guests can ride to historic California Lighthouse, Alto Vista Chapel and other landmarks. The company offers private tours for groups www.ranchosnotorious.com 

Rancho Daimari 

Nestled in Aruba’s most exotic hills, on the site of one of the oldest coconut plantations in the Caribbean, Daimari specialises in trips for honeymooners and romantic sunrise and sunset tours.

Visit: www.visitaruba.com/ranchodaimari 

Rancho Del Campo 

Specialises in trails through the untamed flora and fauna of the Arikok National Park. Other tours offer guests the chance to refresh themselves en route by snorkelling and swimming in the warm Caribbean seawaters - www.ranchodelcampo.com Tel: (297) 5850290

Aruba 

 
Other activities on offer include diving, golf, windsurfing, kite boarding and sailing or simply sunbathing on award winning beaches with a locally brewed Balashi beer.

Visit: www.aruba.com 

Contact: Helen Smithson at helen@saltmarshpr.co.uk 
A round of golf at the Emirates Palace, Abu Dhabi

Guests at Emirates Palace, Abu Dhabi will soon be able to enjoy a VIP golf experience at the Abu Dhabi Golf Club with the new ‘Royal Experience’ package due to launch November 2007.
 
The Abu Dhabi Golf Club has a challenging 18-hole, par 72 National Course which hosted the PGA European Tour in 2006 and the recent Abu Dhabi Golf Championship; the UAE’s biggest sporting event.  

The perfect day of golf starts at 9.45am where a Rolls Royce will transfer discerning golfers from Emirates Palace to the Abu Dhabi Golf Club. 

At 10.45am, head to the renowned Golf Institute via air-conditioned Rolls Royce Golf Carts for an instruction clinic on swing technique followed by a short game session and on-course management tips taught by highly qualified golf professionals.  

At 12pm, it’s back to the architectural marvel of a clubhouse, which depicts a falcon swooping down on a golf ball for a la carte lunch in the Executive Room. Tee-off finally happens at 1.30pm where guests will play the 18 hole Championship Golf Course, the National.  

After the round, arrive back to the clubhouse for refreshments in the Executive Room.  A gift of a DVD film showing parts of the experience will be presented before guests are escorted back to the hotel by Rolls Royce. 
 
Visit: www.emiratespalace.com 

Contact: Kathryn Peel at kathryn@grifcopr.com 

Eating in Ohio’s historic west

Robert Rothschild Farm

Beautiful farmland, herb and formal gardens as well as the raspberry fields covering over 170 breathtaking acres can be found in the rolling hills of Robert Rothschild Farm, located just outside Urbana.  There’s also the chance to experience the award-winning gourmet foods created in its kitchen.

Visit: www.robertrothschild.com or www.champaignohio.com 

Young’s Jersey Dairy

Young’s Jersey Dairy is a family owned and operated dairy farm famous for its ice cream creations including the “State’s Best Milkshake” (Ohio Magazine). They have a working dairy farm, two restaurants, a bakery and two gifts shop. 

Visit: www.youngsdairy.com or www.springfield-clarkcountyohio.info 

Marie’s Candies

Marie’s Candies, which is situated the town of West Liberty, in a refurbished train depot, first opened its doors in 1956. During a visit of Marie’s today, you’ll receive free samples of chocolates and candies while staff tell the history of this candy company.

Visit: www.mariescandies.com or www.logancountyohio.com 

Ghyslain Chocolatier

Ghyslain Chocolatier located in Union City, was founded by Ghyslain Maurais who has created high-end chocolates that rival the best chocolatiers in the world. What make Ghyslain’s chocolates even more unique are the signature hand-painted chocolates. 

Visit: www.ghyslain.com or www.discoverourlegends.com 

Winans Fine Chocolates and Coffees 

Established in the late1800’s and in its 4th generation of family ownership, Winans Fine Chocolates and Coffees is one of the oldest family owned and operated chocolate confectionaries in the country. Winans sells premium chocolates, handmade the same way for generations and fresh roasted gourmet coffees. 

Visit: www.winanscandies.com or www.visitmiamicounty.org 
The Spot Restaurant

The Spot Restaurant made its beginnings from a man named Spot Miller who in 1907 brought his chuck wagon into town and set-up business at the corner of Court Street and Ohio Avenue in downtown Sidney. The current facility is a fine example of the streamlined Art Modern architectural style with its smooth, unornamented wall surface faced with gleaming white porcelain tile. 

Visit: www.thespottoeat.com or www.visitsidneyshelby.com 

The Winery at Versailles

The Winery at Versailles, located in Darke County, offers sampling of an array of wines, everything from dry Cabernets to fruity Catawbas to Ports and sparkling wines. The Winery also offers gourmet dinners, “Steak Fry” nights, a wine and jazz festival and other special events throughout the summer months. 

Visit: www.wineryatversailles.com or www.discoverourlegends.com 

For more information about cuisine and attraction options throughout Ohio’s Historic West, visit: www.ohioshistoricwest.com 

Contact: Candace Watson at cwatson@logancountyohio.com 

· A place to stay
The Sanctuary at Ol Lentille, Kenya

In the remote high country of northern Kenya, The Sanctuary at Ol Lentille looks over 6,500 acres of acacia, fig and fever trees spread across the rocky hills. Off on the horizon is Mt. Kenya. 

The Sanctuary at Ol Lentille is Kenya’s newest lodge, offering luxurious amenities, which include four, fully staffed houses, each individually decorated and surrounded by a courtyard, garden and lawn. 

In the clubroom known as the Library (a rotunda with a stained glass dome), guests gather by the fireside to chat or climb up to a bar-equipped rooftop deck.

Each house is served by a butler/cook, a valet/housekeeper, a driver with his own safari vehicle and a guide. The houses are equipped with Apple iPods, high-speed satellite broadband and a site-wide wireless network. 

This property is a partnership between the African Wildlife Foundation, the Laikipiak Maasai of the Kijabe Group Ranch, USAID and a private investor. 

The local Maasai community owns The Sanctuary at Ol Lentille and the surrounding Ol Lentille Conservancy in a long-term partnership with Regenesis, a company operated by John and Gill Elias for eco-tourism, conservation and community development. 

Some 100 Maasai owner-partners helped in constructing The Sanctuary, and many work there as staff members or conservation personnel. Meanwhile, local Maasai women are collaborating with Regenesis to build small businesses centred on their traditional culture and handicrafts. 

There’s also the chance to visit a nearby manyatta (village) to learn about Maasai culture and witness the songs and dance of the women and the warrior group. The Maasai can share their knowledge of local medicinal herbs, traditional cooking, childcare practices, house-building techniques, animal husbandry, musical instrument and weapons making. Visitors support the women when they purchase beads and other artifacts. 

Kenya is a country in Eastern Africa bordered by Ethiopia to the north, Somalia to the northeast, Tanzania to the south, Uganda to the west, and Sudan to the northwest, with the Indian Ocean running along the southeast border.

Visit: www.unchartedoutposts.com
Contact: Maya Benyehuda at pr@ballantinespr.com 

With pets in San Francisco

According to a current TripAdvisor survey of more than 1,100 travellers (and more than 700 pet owners), 53 percent of people with pets travel with their pets.  

Thirty-five percent of pet owners take shorter vacations and 25 percent take fewer vacations because they don’t want to leave their furry pals behind and seven percent will only travel to destinations where they can bring their pets.

New facilities in San Francisco offer everything from swimming pools, massages, and group playtime to keep visiting pooches and felines happy and healthy. 

Hotel Diva (Visit: www.hoteldiva.com; Contact: Kelly Chamberlin at kelly@chamberlinpr.com features a “Dogs are Divas” overnight package that includes a soft throw rug for a luxurious nights’ sleep. A personal identification tag, treats and a one-hour VIP dog walk tour.

The W Hotel (Visit: www.starwoodhotels.com; Contact: Nicolle Blanco at nicolle.blanco@whotels.com) offers a “P.A.W. Program” for cats and dogs including fresh-baked biscuits and assistance from the concierge on arranging pet sitting, walking, grooming and veterinarian services. 

The Ritz-Carlton (Visit: www.ritzcarlton.com/hotels/san_francisco; Contact: Charysse O'Donnell at charysse.odonnell@ritzcarlton.com) offers a pet package for dogs that weigh less than 10 pounds that includes an in-room dining menu featuring a Bow Wow buffet, custom made dog bed, treats and personalized dog tag.

For a more personalised pet treatment, The Wag Hotel (Visit: www.waghotels.com; Contact: Charles Zukow at charlesz@charleszukow.co), has pets as the guests (no owners allowed), with a la carte services including swimming, extra walks, special food and playtime. The Wag Hotel features a 5,600-gallon indoor swimming pool, a rooftop lawn for walks and spacious indoor play areas. All guests receive a well-balanced diet and may relax to classical music. Spa services include massages, blueberry facials, and “paw-dicures.”

For other hotels that welcome dogs contact: Tanya Houseman at thouseman@sanfrancisco.travel 

· Travel guides 

The following guidebook publishers will be happy to provide Alliance members with review copies. The publishers are likely to expect members to be on assignment or with commission and in return of a credit or review.

Berlitz 

Visit: www.berlitzpublishing.com 

Contact: Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk 

Bradt Travel 

 
Visit: www.bradt-travelguides.com
Contact Felicity Stanbridge at felicity.stanbridge@bradtguides.com  
Brit's Guide

Visit: www.foulsham.com 

Contact Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com 
Eland Publishing 

 
Visit: www.travelbooks.co.uk
Contact: Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk  
Fisher's Travel SOS

  
Visit: www.fisherstravelsos.com 

Contact Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com  
Insight 

 
Visit: www.insightguides.com 

Contact: Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk 

Lonely Planet

 
Visit: www.lonelyplanet.com 

Contact: 

Europe, Middle East and Africa: Heather Carswell at Heather.Carswell@lonelyplanet.co.uk 

North and Central America: Frank Ruiz at frank.ruiz@lonelyplanet.com 

Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au 

· The next issue

The next issue of the International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin will be issued in November 2007. Archived issues are available at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com 

· Contacts 

The International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 776 419 8286, and

Charo Moreno at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 781 805 2331. 
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