[image: image1.png]<

The Intemationa
Travel Writers
Alliance





The International Travel Writers Alliance : Bulletin 18 : November 2007 

Providing key information in a no-frills format for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Editor : Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@williamjack.co.uk  

In this issue 

· Opportunities

· Poppy Travel Writers Forum (The Royal British Legion)

· Caribbean press trips

· Taiwan night : London : 14 November 2007

· The Draycott Hotel, London

· Germany’s picturesque Christmas Markets
· The Peat Inn, Scotland

· Grand UK Holidays

· Club Peace & Plenty, Great Exuma, Bahamas

· Classic Car Holidays in Yorkshire, UK

· Ullinish Country Lodge, the Isle of Skye
· The Inn on Fifth in Naples, Florida
· The Rocco Forte Collection
· Namibia
· The Milestone, London
· Adventure Eco Villas, Tobago

· Travel writing workshop : Getting the most out of the World Travel Market

· Travel writing workshop at ITV London studios

· La Zebra Beach Cantina & Cabanas, Tulum, Mexico
· Ulaa in Patagonia’s Lake District

· Industry news and leads
· Reasons to write about …

· The Club La Costa Yacht Club

· Trips to ski resorts by private jet
· Georgia, USA

· Mississippi, USA

· Tennessee, USA

· Christmas markets in the Romantic towns of Germany
· A place to stay
· Burts and The Townhouse Hotel, in the Scottish Borders
· qualia

· MSC Fantasia and MSC Splendida
· Summit View, La Plagne

· Saint Martin, Caribbean

· Emirates Marina Hotel & Residence, Dubai

· The Beach House at Manafaru, the Maldives
· The Temptation Resort & Spa, Cancuns, Mexico
· Travel guides 
Opportunities
Here are opportunities for Alliance members that have come through in the last couple of weeks. 

In addition to the above opportunities, the media contacts shown with each item in this bulletin will be pleased to work with Alliance members looking to write, broadcast or create images in a destination.

For a list of all opportunities visit www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com and click on opportunities.

Poppy Travel Writers Forum (The Royal British Legion)

The Penthouse, 17th Floor, New Zealand House, 80 Haymarket, London, SW1Y 4TQ on Friday 23 November 2007 from 13.00 to 15.00.

The Royal British Legion is the custodian of Remembrance and has been arranging journeys of Remembrance to battlefields, war cemeteries and memorials for 80 years.   

'Poppy Travel', the travel arm of The Royal British Legion is launching a brand new website and brochure in November 2007 and has just announced 2008 destinations for tours.  

The 'Poppy Travel Writers Forum' on 23 November is an event not to be missed by freelance travel writers, especially as 2008 marks the 90th anniversary of the end of WW1and this is anticipated to be widely covered in the media throughout 2008.

There will be presentations from expert guides, networking opportunities case studies and the chance to meet veterans.


Press trip opportunities
Alliance members will also get the opportunity to discuss news or feature ideas with the Poppy Travel team.  Poppy Travel has a press budget for 2008 pilgrimages and some battlefield tours and will be taking journalists along for the very first time.

Lunch and refreshments provided with panoramic views across the city.

Those wishing to attend should contact Ashley Gibbins at ashley@williamjack.co.uk. 

Caribbean press trips
Owners’ Syndicate are offering places on individual press trips to 9 Caribbean destinations, with angles varying from romance to horticulture, eco to foodie. 

The company has villas and hotels in Anguilla, Antigua, Barbados, British Virgin Islands, Grenada, Jamaica, Nevis, St Kitts, St Lucia, The Grenadines and Tobago. 

Please contact Mary Stuart-Miller at mary.stuart-miller@virgin.net or +44 (0) 1403 738 844 to discuss press trip opportunities.

Taiwan night : London : 14 November 2007
The Taiwan Tourism Bureau and the Taipei Representative Office in the UK are inviting Alliance members to a Taiwan Night, to be held at the Foreign Press Association, 11 Carlton

House Terrace, London SW1Y 5AJ on Wednesday 14 November from 6:30pm to 8:30pm.

There will be the chance to taste the succulent flavours of Taiwanese cuisine, sway to the rhythms of Taiwanese aboriginal music and dance, and view a demonstration of porcelain carving and slideshow of Taiwan’s spectacular scenery. Places are limited to 200.

Contact : presstro@taiwan-tro.uk.net or 020-78812674/677

The Draycott Hotel, London
The 5 star Draycott Hotel in London, England has 35 individually decorated large rooms and suites.

Steeped in Edwardian splendour; with high ceilings and fireplaces, each room is theatrically themed and adorned with Victorian antiques and contains something of its theatrical namesake - be it Sheridan, Coward, Grenfell, or Ashcroft - such as prints, posters, photographs and a miniature biography of the impressario in question. 

Accommodations at the back of the hotel benefit from views over the private garden square below - particularly when the cherry trees are in blossom. The Draycott will be delighted to offer accommodation to Alliance members on assignment or with a commission. This will be determined on a case by case basis.

Visit : www.draycotthotel.com. Contact : Alison Wood at alison@grifcopr.com. 

Germany’s picturesque Christmas Markets 
 

German tour operator DERTOUR is offering a number of places to Alliance members on assignment or with a commission to visit some of Germany’s most picturesque Christmas Markets. Two trips are being organised: 
 

2- to 3 December – Lower Rhineland tour 

This tour takes in the delightful markets in the Lower Rhine at Xanten and Cleves. 
Xanten – a mediaeval town with cosy streets and a market that features fantastic shopping, with work from local craftsmen. Other activities designed to keep the children happy including building a house from gingerbread cake and a ‘living’ nativity scene.  

Cleves, birthplace of Queen Ann, wife of Henry Vlll, holds its Christmas market in the grounds of Moyland Castle. 

9 to 11 December – Romantic Cities 

A tour of Mainz, and Trier and Cochem in the scenic Moselle Valley. Here, the markets offer an array of decorations, seasonal cuisine, arts and crafts. 
Mainz – city tour and visit to the St Nicholas Market in the atmospheric cathedral square. The market also arranges activities such as printing your own Christmas cards. 
Trier – city tour and visit to the market held against the charming backdrop of the mediaeval Hauptmarkt square. Around 100 festively decorated wooden chalets feature a wide range of potential presents. 
Cochem – tour of this picturesque town and visit to the market before returning to the airport. 
 

Visit : www.dertour.co.uk. Contact: Nina Callaghan on +44 (0)113 287 5910 or at nina.c@watersidecomms.com 
The Peat Inn, Scotland 

Originally a coaching inn, The Peat Inn sits at a crossroads in the centre of the hamlet of Peat Inn, which was named after the inn.  It is situated just six miles from the golfing and university town of St Andrews in the East Neuk of Fife.

 

The Peat Inn has a 40-cover restaurant, which has made it famous.  In the late 1980s the Wilson’s added on ‘The Residence’ which is a beautiful self-contained building next door to the restaurant which has eight superior suites, where seven are designed on a split-level basis.  

In autumn of 2006 The Peat Inn was awarded 5 stars by VisitScotland as a restaurant with rooms. The Peat Inn is owned by Geoffrey and Katherine Smeddle.
Since leaving Conran’s Glasgow restaurant étain, where he earned numerous accolades such as AA Restaurant of the Year 2005-06, and Best City Chef, Scottish Chef Awards 2005, Geoffrey and Katharine, have renovated each of the eight suites.

The Peat Inn will be pleased to offer press trip facilities to Alliance members on assignment or with a commission. Visit : www.thepeatinn.co.uk Contact Izzy Rogers at izzy@crimsonedge.co.uk
 

Grand UK Holidays
Grand UK Holidays is capitalising on the baby-boomer generation by offering a wider selection of escorted tours and more upmarket properties.

A Caribbean cruise, a New York holiday and a tour of China are among the 40 new tours, which are featured in its 2008 brochure. The over-55s specialist is also offering more holidays by air and river cruises.

The 33-day West Indies cruise visits 13 islands including Antigua, St Lucia and Barbados and there are five new river cruises. Two new long-haul holidays have been added to the ‘Far Away Shores’ section – ‘New York, New York!’ and ‘Beijing & The Great Wall of China’.

Demand for more luxurious accommodation is catered for with the new ‘A Touch of Class!’ tour, which offers the De Vere Mottram Hall or the De Vere Oulton Hall and the ‘Somerset Hideaway’ holiday at Cricket St Thomas, the Grade II listed house featured in ‘To the Manor Born’. New Irish tours include the ‘Irish Jig’, which features the Giant’s Causeway and Donegal.

Grand UK Holidays will be pleased to hear from members on assignment or with a commission who might be interested in press trip facilities.

Visit : www.theukholidaygroup.com. Contact : Samantha Mayling at SamanthaMayling@aol.com. 

Club Peace & Plenty, Great Exuma, Bahamas 

On 14 January 1958, Lawrence Lewis, heir to the Henry Flagler railroad fortune, opened the charming colonial style 24-room Club Peace & Plenty on the un-discovered Bahamian island of Great Exuma. 

The main building was originally a sponge warehouse and the bar, a cookhouse dating back several hundred years to the Loyalist cotton plantation days. 

Club Peace & Plenty and the Exuma area have hosted Jimmy Buffet; Prince Phillip of England; Robert Mitchum, Sam Elliott, Gene Hackman Jackie Kennedy Onassis and Johnny Depp.


The Club Peace & Plenty celebrates its golden anniversary with a week of festivities culminating in a lavish cocktail party on 12 January for tourism officials, VIP guests and the global media. 

Alliance members are invited to apply for an invitation that will include a poolside junkanoo with traditional costumes and music, dance, commemorative shirts, plus exciting prizes and surprises.   

Email with media details including circulation, distribution (demographics), frequency and quoting code: goldenanniversary. Visit : www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact : Hazel Heyer at hazelhey@localnet.com or hazel_heyer@hotmail.com

Classic Car Holidays in Yorkshire, UK 

Reflections Classic Car Hire, a new company in North Yorkshire, is giving people the chance to experience the thrill of driving a rare classic car whilst enjoying the best of the Yorkshire countryside.
 
Charles Hills, a retired engineer with a passion for rare classic cars,  has spent the last thirty years restoring rare cars and has just launched the company in Sutton-on-the-Forest, near York. Charles and his wife have put together specific tours for those wanting something specific- such as gastro tours, tours of sites made famous by TV shows or tours of local abbeys.
 
Reflections Classic Car Hire currently has five vintage vehicles available for hire including an MGA Roadster- which is the only one of its kind available for hire in the UK, an E-type Jaguar, a Triumph Stag, a Morgan plus four and an MGB Roadster. 

Reflections Classic Car Hire will be delighted to hear from Alliance members on assignment or with a commission. 

Visit www.reflectionscch.co.uk. Contact Anna Addison on anna@annaaddisonassociates.com.

Wildlife in Panama 

Wildlife enthusiasts will not be disappointed with a trip to the small country of Panama, a nation largely untouched by tourism.

Panama is the southernmost country of Central America, it borders Costa Rica to the north-west, Colombia to the southeast, the Caribbean Sea to the north and the Pacific Ocean to the south.

Reef and Rainforest Tours, an operator specialising in upmarket natural history holidays, features three sample tailor-made Panama itineraries: Panama's Natural and Cultural Highlights of appeal to those with a broad range of interests; The Wildlife and Wilderness of Pristine Panama for avid natural history fans; and A Gentle Journey Around Panama for those wishing to enjoy nature on a more relaxing trip.

Panama is best known for one of the world's greatest engineering achievements, the Panama Canal, and over the years many have visited the canal and colonial Panama City. However, the rest of the country remains largely untouched by tourism and visitors feel completely safe when visiting the rainforests, national parks and mountain villages, as well as resorts on both the Pacific and Caribbean coasts.

There are over 1,000 bird species, including the mighty harpy eagle, the elusive quetzal, five macaw species and 52 types of hummingbird; 1,500 mammal species (there are only 5,000 in the world).

The vast wilderness of the Darien, and a thriving Amerindian culture, including the semi autonomous Kuna people of the San Blass region and the Embera of Darien, Panama is a unique holiday destination for those interested mainly, but not only, in natural history. 

Alliance members on assignment or with a commission are invited to discuss media visits.

Visit : www.reefandrainforest.co.uk. Contact : Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independentpr.co.uk.  

Ullinish Country Lodge, the Isle of Skye 

Surrounded by dramatic views, Ullinish Country Lodge occupies a less visited corner of Skye.

The Isle of Skye, commonly known as Skye, is the largest and most northerly island in the Inner Hebrides of Scotland. It is renowned for its spectacular scenery, vibrant culture and heritage, as well as its abundant wildlife including the Golden Eagle, Sea Eagle, Red Deer and the Otter.

Sheltered by a small brae to the north and surrounded by lochs on three sides, this historic building has been host to Highland life for over 300 years.   

Dinner at Ullinish is prepared by award-winning Head Chef Bruce Morrison and his team who serve the freshest Skye ingredients in the lodge’s candlelit restaurant. Fish and seafood caught from the surrounding waters, and meat and game from the hills are served alongside contemporary cuisine accompanied by fine wines from an extensive cellar.

Morrison’s modern French menu is complemented by his flair for the unusual.  Amongst various delights, including an edible paint palette of multi-flavoured sorbets, carrot cornflakes and popping panna cotta sits his signature dish: ‘What came first, the mango or the coconut?’.   

The landscape around Ullinish Country Lodge is rare, rugged and romantic and is the perfect environment to appreciate autumn’s changing weather.  

 
The hotel will be delighted to hear from Alliance members on assignment or with a commission who would be interested in visiting the hotel.

Visit : www.theisleofskye.co.uk. Contact : Lee MacGregor at lee@crimsonedge.co.uk.

The Inn on Fifth, Naples, Florida
 

The Inn on Fifth in Naples, Florida is delighted to offer press trip facilities to Alliance members on assignment or with a commission. Facilities will be considered on a case by case basis.

The hotel, which sits amid the chic bistros, unique studios and high-fashion shops of Fifth Avenue South, is a renowned landmark combining Mediterranean archways, private terraces, fountains and possessing an intimate atmosphere.

It offers a range of packages including golf, spa, beauty and dining. McCabe’s Irish Pub & Grill, one of the Inn’s two on-site restaurants, enjoys a vibrant atmosphere with live music.
Naples is home to several major land reserves, including the Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary, Everglades National Park, Big Cypress National Preserve, Florida Panther National Wildlife Refuge, Ten Thousand Islands National Wildlife Refuge and the Picayune Strand State Forest. 

The 11,000 acre Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary has a two and a half mile length boardwalk winding through the sanctuary and the Naples Zoo at Caribbean Gardens dates back to 1919.

Downtown Naples is famed for the upmarket retail at the 5th Avenue South and 3rd Street South shopping districts and Gallery Row, a concentration of art galleries.

The beach that runs along 10 miles of the Gulf of Mexico is noted for its cleanliness, pristine white sand and glorious sunsets. Naples was voted the best beach in America by the Travel Channel in 2005.There are more than 80 championship golf courses in the Naples area.

Visit www.innonfifth.com and www.paradisecoast.com. Contact Katharina Lane at katharina@hayworthcreative.com. 

  
The Rocco Forte Collection
The Rocco Forte hotel group has reopened Le Richemond in Geneva (www.lerichemond.com) and opened the Charles Hotel in Munich (http://www.fivestaralliance.com/luxury_hotel/munich/the_charles_hotel_munich). 

The Rocco Forte Collection is now the largest luxury hotel operator in Europe with 11
five-star properties.


Following its refurbishment, Rocco Forte's Le Richemond has 109 spacious bedrooms, including 29 suites and the stunning 230sqm Armleder Suite, which offers panoramic views of the Alps, the Jura mountains, Lake Geneva and the Old Town.  The 400sqm Le Spa comprises five treatment rooms, including one double room, a state-of-the-art gym, a
sauna, a Turkish steam room, a Vichy shower and a relaxation area.

Charles Hotel, situated in the centre of the city in Lenbach Gärten, promises to be the finest hotel in the historic Bavarian capital. The 132-bedroom luxury hotel has been purpose built, with interiors designed by Christoph Sattler overseen by The Rocco Forte Collection's
Director of Design Olga Polizzi.

Adjacent to the tranquil Botanischer Garten (Old Botanical Gardens), the hotel lies away from the bustle of the busy city, yet still in close proximity to Munich's many attractions.  Guests can unwind in the luxurious health club that includes a large swimming pool, five treatment rooms and a gym equipped with the most up-to-date fitness machines.
 

The Rocco Forte Collection now operates five star hotels in Berlin, Brussels, Edinburgh, Florence, Frankfurt, Geneva, London, Manchester with others planned to open in Marrakech (2009), Munich (2007), Prague (2008), Rome, Sicily (2009) and St Petersburg. 

The Rocco Forte hotel group will be pleased to offer accommodation and support to Alliance members on assignment or with a commission. This to be determined on a case-by-case basis. Visit : www.roccofortecollection.com. Contact : Sue Heady at SHeady@roccofortecollection.com
Namibia
South African travel specialist, 2 by 2 Holidays, has launched a new range of private tours in Namibia.  

Key features of the new tours include visits to:
 

· the Africat Foundation (www.africat.org)

· desert rhino and elephant

· Bushmen paintings at Twyfelfontein

· Nomadic Himba people of Northern Namibia

· Fish River Canyon (the second largest in the world after the Grand Canyon in the USA)

· the gigantic sand dunes of Sossusvlei and Namib Desert

· dolphins and whales at Walvis Bay

 

Overland tours are also available from Windhoek to Okavango/Chobe in Botswana and Victoria Falls.

 

With its sandy desert dunes, moon landscapes, fossil forests, Skeleton Coast, coastal birds, whales and abundant wildlife, Namibia is a land of great beauty and contracts.  

Alliance members are invited to request further press information, detailed itineraries and information on press trip opportunities

Visit www.2by2holidays.co.uk. Contact  Lesley Singleton at Lesley@lsmedia.co.uk 

The Milestone, London 

The Milestone Hotel & Apartments, Red Carnation’s flagship five-star property in Kensington, has topped the 2007 Conde Nast Readers’ Choice for British hotels. 

Every year since 1988, a select sample of readers of Condé Nast Traveler have submitted responses to the Readers' Choice Survey in order to establish the Traveler Top 100.

Marks are given out of a possible 100 on a range of criteria, with only those scoring 90 or more points considered eligible for inclusion among the elite. 

The Milestone scored 93.3 points.

Red Carnation Hotels, a family-owned international  collection of eleven luxury hotels with properties in England, South Africa,  Switzerland, and the USA, are also the first recipients of the AA’s new award for Small Hotel Groups

Red Carnation will be happy to offer accommodation facilities at its hotels to Alliance members on assignment or with a commission. This will be considered on a writer-by-writer basis.
 

Visit www.redcarnation.com. Contact: Arnelle Kendall at akendall@rchmail.com.
Adventure Eco Villas, Tobago
The Adventure Eco Villas are sited the Tropical Flora and Fauna of a twelve-acre nature reserve and organic farm in Tobago.Tobago is the smaller of the two main islands that make up the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. It is located in the southern Caribbean Sea, northeast of the island of Trinidad and southeast of Grenada.

The Adventure Eco Villas, which lie minutes away from beaches with excellent snorkelling. The management will provide 25% off bookings when members stay at the Adventures Eco Villas more than five nights. 

If members are on assignment or/and with a commission from an editor, the Adventures Eco Villas is delighted to offer two nights free. Visit : www.adventure-ecovillas.com. Contact : Ean Mackay at adventur@tstt.net.tt.

Getting the most out of the World Travel Market
Susan Grossman, a former travel journalist, broadcaster and editor, and now a Lecturer in Journalism, 
with travel as a specialism, at Westminster University, and City University in London, runs journalism workshops to help journalists 'sell' their feature ideas

The next workshop for travel journalists is : Getting the most out of the World Travel Market, on Saturday 10 November, at the Poetry Café, 22 Betterton Street, London WC2H 9BX 
The fee is £45

Visit : www.susangrossman.co.uk. Contact : Susan Grossman at sgrossman@homechoice.co.uk. 

Travel writing workshop at ITV London studios 

The workshop with tutors Rory Maclean (author of Radio 4 Book of the Week - Magic Bus) and Dea Birkett takes place on Saturday 24 November. The guest editor at the Travel Writing

Workshop will be Frank Barrett, travel editor of the Mail on Sunday, who will reveal the secrets of what they’re looking for in a travel feature. 

Participants also have the opportunity to pitch to the editor.


The workshop is an all-day intensive workshop for those who are new-ish to travel writing or who want to improve their writing skills. The aim of the day is to ensure an editor or publisher can only ever say 'Yes!'.

Alliance members get a 10% discount. Visit : www.travelworkshops.co.uk. Contact Dea Birkett at getintouch@travelworkshops.co.uk.

La Zebra Beach Cantina & Cabanas, Tulum, Mexico
Alliance members on assignment or with a commission are invited to apply to visit the newly renovated La Zebra in Tulum at their own leisure throughout the year.

Since interests and story focuses vary, no set itinerary accompanies the press trip – writers explore on their own, at their own pace to cater to unique interests, publication focus and story angles. 

Facilities include accommodations for 4-nights and meals at La Zebra Cantina & Cabanas in Tulum, Riviera Maya. Introductory kiteboarding

Not included is : airfare, transfers, tours, meals outside La Zebra, alcoholic beverages (beer, wine, champagne), phone calls, incidentals and personal purchases. Travel companion welcome when sharing a cabana with working journalist – their expenses are the responsibility of the writer.

Step off the beaten path back in time to a Tulum of old, for a four night getaway to experience the new cabanas at La Zebra Cantina & Cabanas. 

All nine rooms reflect the property’s jungle-chic, organic vibe with an eclectic contrast of tongue-in-cheek humor and homegrown natural comfort hand-crafted from the elements. Home-cooked, traditional cuisine is on the menu at the Mexican-style cantina. 

And on tap at the cantina’s bar are dozens of the finest tequila, fresh juices and the house specialty, fruity, tropical margaritas. 

All-day pit roasts every Sunday serve up the delectable smoky flavors straight from the grill with salsa dancing to live fusion Latin music. From Thursdays to Sundays, La Zebra’s round hardwood deck on the beach plays host to sizzling complimentary salsa lessons. 

La Zebra is ideal for travelers seeking an authentic Mexican beach lifestyle set amid the natural beauty of Tulum. It features nine renovated cabanas set in the tropical jungle, with sea view and right on the beach linked together by white sand pathways that also lead to the cantina and tequila bar, which serve fresh, traditional recipes with a focus on the fiery flavors of the grill. 

Visit : www.lazebratulum.com. Contact : Contact Citlali Gonzalez at citlalimpm@gmail.com.

Ulaa in Patagonia’s Lake District

Alliance members on assignment or with a commission are invited to apply for a place on a press trip to Ulaa in Patagonia’s Lake District from 3 to 9 December 2007.
 
All-inclusive accommodations for 4-nights and meals at Ulaa Patagonia. Pre-arranged activities and tours organized as part of press group. Roundtrip airfare and transfers (**due to Patagonia’s remote location allow for two travel days).
 
Set against the intense blues of placid lakes and the emerald green of the Valdivian forest in the Southern Hemisphere, Ulaa Patagonia is the ideal destination for travelers seeking the charms, thrills and relaxation of an all seasons wilderness retreat.
 
The resort, an eco-adventure property hidden deep in the Andes Mountains, features seven rustic, yet comfortable cabins tucked away far from civilization, stress, work and all things commonplace. 
 
By day, guests indulge in wellness treatments courtesy of Maya Spa, or engage in a number of featured activities, from adventure boating, hiking through the surrounding forest, and exploring the village culture of nearby Segundo Corral, to canoeing in the property’s two lakes and river, and horseback riding with local guides. 
 
Other activities include mapping the stars on crystal clear nights, farming the organic gardens, and cooking lessons where guests harvest fresh ingredients from the organic farm.
 
Writers with an assignment for articles related to outdoor travel and active lifestyles, Patagonia/Lake District destination pieces, romance and weddings, gourmet foodie magazines, spa and wellness industry will be given priority.

 
Visit : : www.ulaapatagonia.com. Contact Citlali Gonzalez at citlalimpm@gmail.com.
Industry news

Virgin Atlantic
Virgin Atlantic has launched its first non-stop service between London Heathrow and Mauritius. Virgin Atlantic flies to 30 destinations worldwide from London Heathrow, London Gatwick and Manchester.Visit : www.virgin.com. Contact : Katie Francis, Email: Katie.Francis@fly.virgin.com.

Singapore Airlines
The Singapore Airlines A380 has entered commercial service with scheduled flights between Singapore and Sydney.The delivery of subsequent aircraft will allow for the introduction of the A380 between Singapore and London’s Heathrow Airport in the first quarter of 2008. Visit : singaporeair.com. Contact : Katie Liddell at katie@keenepa.co.uk.

The Grand Mauritian Resort & Spa
The Luxury Collection will open The Grand Mauritian Resort & Spa in July 2008. The 193-room resort, will be located on 20 acres of beach-front on the northwest coast of Mauritius in Balaclava on Turtle Bay. Visit : www.luxurycollection.com. Contact : Amalie Craig at amalie.craig@starwoodhotels.com. 

American Airlines

American Airlines is to launch its first service between Russia and the USA in June 2008 with non-stop service six days per week between Moscow Domodedovo (DME) and Chicago O’Hare (ORD). 

American Airlines is the world's largest airline.  American, American Eagle and the AmericanConnection® airlines serve 250 cities in over 40 countries with more than 4,000 daily flights.  American operates transatlantic services from 13 airports across eight European to six US gateways. Visit : www.aa.com. Contact : Anneliese Morris at anneliese.morris@aa. 
The Cara Suites in St Lucia
Saga, the tour operator for the over-50s, has bought its first overseas hotel - the Cara Suites in St Lucia – which is to be renamed ‘Bel Jou’, Creole for ‘Beautiful Day.’Situated on the hillside above the town of Castries, the 52-bedroom colonial-style hotel will now undergo a major refurbishment before opening exclusively for Saga guests in February 2008. Contact:  Vicky Hayes at Vicky.hayes@brightergroup.com.  
Thomsonfly
Thomsonfly becomes the first low-fares airline to offer flights from the UK to Israel with its service to Tel Aviv next week from London Luton and Manchester.  visit www.thomsonfly.com. Contact : Amy at aduff@bgb.co.uk
Leads
Canada, Quebec City's
Auberge Saint-Antoine, the 94-room boutique hotel in Quebec City's Old Port, has been awarded the 'Top Hotel in Canada' by Condé Nast Traveler Magazine. Visit : www.saint-antoine.com. Contact : Meghan Gogan at meghan@sirencommunications.com
Iceland 

Yoko Ono has unveiled her Imagine Peace Tower instillation on Videy Island, Iceland.This latest work by Ono is composed of a beam of light emanating from a giant wishing well, which features the words “imagine peace” in 24 languages. It will be lit every year from 9 October (John Lennon’s birthday) to 8 December, (the date he died), as well as on New Year’s Eve and during the first week of spring.  Visit : www.imaginepeace.com. Contact : Rebecca Genin at rebecca@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

Italy : Rome
Pets can holiday in style at the Rome Cavalieri Hilton, where four-legged guests are welcomed with a very special VIP (Very Important Pet) service, including a tasty “doggy menu” with luxurious trimmings, super-stylish pet clothing and even beauty treatments. Visit : www.cavalieri-hilton.it. Contact : Emma Powell at emma@grifcopr.com. 

Morocco
Travel and Trek’s new Valentines ‘trek’ begins in Marrakech on Valentine’s Day before heading into the Atlas Mountains for a two-day mountain trek before heading back to Marrakech for a second night in the Riad before flying home the following day. Visit : http://www.travelandtrek.com/Morocco-HighAtlas.html. Contact : Terry Crosby at PR@travelandtrek.com. 
Slovenia 

The tourist Ljubljana Card, the first card of its kind in Slovenia, offers includes a range of discounts and incentives including free or reduced admission to museums and galleries, free city bus rides and discounts on city tours, souvenirs and lodging in some hotels, cheaper taxi rides and rent-a-car services, discounts in several bars and restaurants and retail discounts. Visit www.ljubljana-tourism.si. Contact : Lucija Jager at lucija.jager@slovenia.info. 

USA : California
San Francisco received the highest score of any city in the United States in Condé Nast Traveler’s annual Readers' Choice Awards. This is the 17th time San Francisco has topped the poll’s Top Cities – United States category since it debuted in 1990. It is the 16th consecutive year that San Francisco has scored the highest (Santa Fe won in 1992). Visit : www.onlyinsanfrancisco.com. Contact : Tanya Houseman at thouseman@sanfrancisco.travel. 

USA : Ohio 

EnterTRAINment Junction is a $10 million attraction, with the largest indoor model train layout in the world is scheduled to open in West Chester, Ohio, in June 2008.  Pyramid Hill Sculpture Park & Museum will also open in 2008 as the only known Museum of Ancient Sculpture in the world. Visit : www.destinationbutlercounty.com. Contact : Christy Harp at charp@butlercountyvb.com
 
Reasons to write about
The Club La Costa Yacht Club
The Club La Costa Yacht Club offers members use of a luxury €1 million catamaran, complete with professional crew for members to use.

 Through the Club La Costa Yacht Club members can charter a double cabin on board a luxury 60ft, four cabin catamaran for just £1990 (£995 per person) for a week’s all-inclusive sailing holiday in the Red Sea. 

 

The Yacht Club launched their first two luxurious catamarans in Majorca in the Summer.

On board, saloons and cabins are air-conditioned and finished with wood panelled walls and parquet-style flooring and all four cabins have en-suite facilities including freshwater showers. The interior has a 6ft 3in headroom and more in some areas, while the extended coach roof which protects the saloon from the heat and glare of the sun allows an extremely comfortable environment to relax and share your experiences of the day with friends and family, from the moment you wake up to the smell of freshly brewed coffee, to an after-dinner nightcap under the stars before bed.

 

Visit www.clublacostayachtclub.com. Contact:  Nan Ensor at info@brightpr.com    
Trips to ski resorts by private jet
Demand for weekend trips to European alpine airports this winter season is growing and private jets can often reach alpine airports that are not served by commercial flights, allowing skiers and boarders to land closer to the slopes and reach their resorts much more quickly.
 
One popular destination for Twinjet’s fleet of luxury jets is Annecy Airport, unserved by any scheduled airline from the UK, and located close to some of the best resorts of the Haute Savoie such as Chamonix and Avoriaz. 
 
 
Other well-situated airports that Twinjet’s aircraft can serve include Chambery, perfect for Les Trois Vallees, La Plagne, Val d’Isere and Tignes, and Friedrichschafen, a perfect gateway for some of Austria’s best-known resorts such as St. Anton and Lech.
 
Twinjet is the UK’s longest established major private jet operator. Operating to destinations worldwide, its fleet includes the largest available executive jet in the UK, the Airbus Corporate Jet (ACJ). It is capable of carrying up to 34 passengers in luxury.
 
It is the only UK private jet operator to hold the Civil Aviation Authority’s Type A licence, meaning it is certified to the same high standards as full service international airlines such as British Airways. Prices for a jet charter to Annecy start from around £2000 per person, based on a group of 13 people using an Embraer Legacy E135.
 Visit : www.twinjet.co.uk. Contact : Charlie Hampton at champton@bell-pottinger.co.uk
Georgia USA 

Georgia was the southernmost of the USA’s original 13 colonies - and in 1788 it became the fourth of the United States. 

The state capital of Atlanta is famous today for being home to the HQs of Coca Cola and CNN but also has the world’s biggest aquarium. 

Opened in 2005, the Georgia Aquarium features a stunning array of over 100,000 fish, swimming around in eight million gallons of water! For a fish-eye view, dive in to www.georgiaaquarium.com

Atlanta was also the birthplace of the civil rights activist Martin Luther King, who was assassinated while visiting Memphi in April 1968 as is buried in his hometown of Atlanta. An eternal flame still blazes by the grave.

In 1926, journalist Margaret Mitchell began writing a novel she called Tote That Weary Load - and her heroine went by the name of Storm. Then the book became Ba! Ba! Black Sheep - and the heroine, Pansy. But by the time Margaret Mitchell’s only novel was published in 1936, it was entitled Gone With The Wind and her heroine’s name had changed to Scarlett O’Hara. Gone With The Wind remains the world’s best-selling novel.

Established in 1773, Savannah (www.savannahvisit.com) is famous worldwide for its rich array of magnolia-draped, Spanish Moss-drizzled, city squares - and its 2.5 square mile Landmark Historic District was recently named one of “the most beautiful places in America” by USA Weekend magazine and which Conde Nast Traveler has selected as “one of the Top 10 American travel destinations”… The city has its own website at 

Jimmy Carter, one of only three living former Presidents, was a former Georgia peanut farmer, who occupied the White House between 1976 and 1980, and still lives in Plains, Georgia where is sited the Jimmy Carter Historic Site (www.nps.gov/jica). 

Visit : www.georgia.org. Contact : Jennie Jordan at jennie@david-nicholson.com. 
Mississippi, USA 

Two years after Hurricane Katrina buffeted the coast of Mississippi, the state is recovering well as a travel destination.

A brand new Hard Rock Casino opened in Biloxi in July with 1,500 slot machines, five restaurants, a Hard Rock café and a 1,500 seat entertainment venue. (www.hardrockbilxoi.com). 

Elvis Presley was a Mississippi native and his humble Tupelo birthplace has been restored (www.elvispresleybirthplace.com.). 

The town of Edwards boasts the world’s only cactus plantation with 3,500 exotic varieties on display (http://www.ilovegardens.com/Mississippi%20Gardens.htm). 

Mississippi now boasts its own Blues Heritage Trail. The first plaque - commemorating blues legend Charley Patton, is sited near his graveside at Holly Springs – and a further 16 plaques have been sited, honouring such historic names as Robert Johnson, Son House, Willie Dixon and Muddy Waters. (www.msbluestrail.org).  The Mississippi Delta Blues & Heritage Festival runs from the third Saturday in September. (www.deltablues.org). 

Mississippi’s Magnolia Golf Trail has 14 challenging courses (www.magnoliagolftrail.com) and the birthplace of Southern playwright Tennessee Williams (1911-1983), was Columbus in Mississippi. His Victorian home is now open to the public. (www.columbus-ms.org). 

Doe’s Eat Place is without doubt the place to eat in Greenville, Mississippi. Former President Clinton and Willie Nelson are among those who have dropped in to feast on Doe’s famous hot tamales and 4lb sirloin steaks. And Elvis liked the food so much that he sent his private jet down to pick up some of Doe’s famous ribs!.

Visit : www.visitmississippi.or. Contact Jennie Jordan at jennie@david-nicholson.com.

Tennessee, USA
Tennessee has a claim to be the heartland of American music in all its forms. Most visitors already know it as the place where Elvis created rock’n’roll, but Tennessee also boasts the capital of country music, and the home of sweet soul music.

Memphis’s legendary Stax label was the musical home of Otis Redding, Isaac Hayes, Booker T & the MGs, Sam & Dave, Carla Thomas, William Bell, Rufus Thomas, the Staple Singers and many, many, more. (www.memphissoul50.com). 

RCA’s historic Studio B is the oldest surviving recording studio in Nashville, Tennessee. Following its opening in 1957, the studio quickly became known as the “Home of the Hits” - where Elvis Presley alone cut over 250 songs. But it wasn’t just Elvis - Roy Orbison, the Everly Brothers, Waylon Jennings, Dolly Parton, Jim Reeves and Willie Nelson all recorded #1 hits here. (www.countrymusichalloffame.com).

The Country Music Hall of Fame® and Museum in Nashville, Tennessee are opening Family Tradition: The Hank Williams Legacy, in March 2008, for a near two-year run (www.countrymusichalloffame.com/site/news.aspx). The Stax Museum in Memphis is a 17,000 square foot tribute to soul music’s most legendary label. (www.soulsvilleusa.com). 

The Rockabilly Hall Of Fame in Jackson, Tennessee, celebrates the music that came immediately after Elvis exploded onto the scene, half a century ago. (www.rockabillyhall.org). 

Visit http://press.tnvacation.com. Contact : Jennie Jordan at jennie@david-nicholson.com.

Christmas markets in the Romantic towns of Germany
During the Festive Season the six Romantic cities of Trier, Kaiserslautern, Koblenz, Mainz,

Speyer and Worms are illuminated by thousands of lights and the Christmas markets offer a wide range of decorations, spices and seasonal cuisine.

Trier  -  26. Nov to 22 Dec 2007

Trier's Christmas market is held every year against the charming backdrop of medieval Hauptmarkt square and the impressive cathedral. Around 100 festively decorated little wooden huts offer a wide range of arts, crafts, toys and much more. 

Kaiserslautern -  26 Nov to  23 Dec 2007

The Christmas market in Kaiserslautern has a wide variety of seasonal stalls and booths are set around the Gothic collegiate church and on Schillerplatz square.

Koblenz -  23 Nov to 23 Dec 2007

Koblenz's Christmas market is held in the picturesque old quarter and has decorated wooden

stalls, array of concerts and numerous other attractions, including an illuminated ice rink, an ice sculptor and nostalgic carriage rides.

Mainz - 29 Nov to 23 Dec 2007

For over two centuries, Mainz's 1,000-year-old cathedral has been the historical backdrop for the St. Nicholas Market, which these days has 90 stalls. 

Speyer - 26 Nov to 06 Jan 2008

Speyer's Christmas market is held in front of the Old Mint. Choirs and bands provide an entertaining musical programme. There are also cultural contributions from towns twinned with Speyer including traditional arts and crafts and local culinary specialities. There is also an ice rink at the Old Gate. 

Worms - 26 Nov to 23 Dec 2007

Worms Christmas market has more than yuletide 30 stalls as well as a "living Nativity scene" with pet animals from the local zoo. 

Christmas markets visit : www.trierer-weihnachtsmarkt.de; www.kaiserslautern.de; www.touristik-koblenz.de; www.info-mainz.de/tourist; www.worms.de. 

visit : www.germany-tourism.co.uk. Contact : Barbara Geier at Barbara.Geier@d-z-t.com.

A place to stay

Burts and The Townhouse Hotel, in the Scottish Borders
Despite the areas turbulent past, the Scottish Borders is now an area of peaceful tranquility where visitors can learn of the cultural and historical significance from one of Scotland’s oldest burghs.  

Set in Melrose's picturesque 18th century Market Square, in the shadows of the Eildon Hills and near the banks of the river Tweed sits the award winning Burts Hotel and sister establishment The Townhouse Hotel. 
 

The boutique Townhouse lies in the villages’ Market Square. Built in 1722 as a home for a local dignitary, the A-listed building which houses Burts Hotel has been carefully extended and modified to offer each and every guest with modern comfort and the ultimate in service, befitting to a first class hotel.

 

For sporting enthusiasts the Borders offers an array of leisure facilities. With no less than 19 golf courses, including the championship Roxburghe Golf Course designed by celebrated architect Dave Thomas.

The Borders is also the birthplace of the rugby ‘sevens’. With tournaments now held across the world, the Melrose annual sevens tournament is still one of the largest and most prestigious days in the rugby calendar.   

Melrose, Kelso and Dryburgh abbeys are also located close by, alongside the historic Abbotsford House, ​ making  these hotels a base offering luxurious accommodation in an area steeped in Scottish History.

The hotels will be delighted to hear from Alliance members on assignment or with a commission who would be interested in visiting the hotel.

Visit : http://www.townhousemelrose.co.uk and http://www.burtshotel.co.ukContact :  Jennifer McConachie at jenny@crimsonedge.co.uk.

qualia, Australia's
qualia, Australia's newest, exclusive world class resort has opened on Hamilton Island, the Great Barrier Reef.

The resort, which is located on the beautiful secluded northern-most point of the island, is a one hour flight from Brisbane or Cairns, two from Sydney and three from Melbourne. 

Tour options which take particular advantage of qualia's location, include cruising the Whitsunday Islands, helicopter tours to Heart Reef or Whitehaven Beach and world class snorkelling. 

qualia features 60 elegant private one bedroom pavilions accessible only to the Resort's guests. Each pavilion, designed by Australian architect Chris Beckingham in collaboration with leading interior designers Pike Withers featuring purpose-built and hand crafted furniture by renowned designers Freedman Rembel, blends into the natural environment. 

Additional Resort facilities include a gym on the water's edge, two swimming pools and a library.  Spa qualia has anti-stress, anti-aging, detoxifying and cleansing treatments. 

Visit : www.qualia.com.au. To discuss media visits contact : Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independentpr.co.uk.

MSC Fantasia and MSC Splendida
MSC Cruises is to introduce an exclusive butler service to its cruises aboard MSC Fantasia and MSC Splendida when they join the MSC fleet in November 2008 and spring 2009 respectively. The two new are the biggest ships built to a European ship builder.

On board MSC Fantasia this will be called the “MSC Yacht Club” and will consist of 99 spacious suites.  Other designated VIP areas will include a bar, a solarium, 2 jacuzzis, swimming pool with a skydome, an observation lounge (an area with its own bar and concierge plus a magnificent panoramic view) but above all a 24/7 Butler Service, with one butler for every 5 suites.

MSC Cruises currently has a fleet of eight ships: MSC Orchestra, MSC Musica, MSC Sinfonia, MSC Opera, MSC Armonia, MSC Lirica, MSC Melody and MSC Rhapsody, cruising in the Mediterranean all year round, Northern Europe, Atlantic Ocean, the Caribbean and South America. 

In the spring of 2008 MSC Poesia, the third ship in the “Musica” class will join the fleet, followed in the autumn of 2008 and spring 2009 by MSC Fantasia and MSC Splendida. In 2010 MSC Magnifica, the fourth ship in the Musica class will enter service.
Visit : msccruises@lucrecommunications.com. Contact : Nicola Parker at NicolaP@lucrecommunications.com. 
Summit View, La Plagne 

The French ski area of La Plagne consists of 10 independent villages linked by road, lifts and pistes each with its own shops, bars, restaurants and accommodation.

It has 140 miles of slopes and the majority being blue or red runs

Summit View is a brand new development at 2000 metres altitude in an unrivalled piste-side location with spectacular views. 

The lodge (offering a similar style and level of accommodation and service as sister company VIP’s Aspen Lodge in Val d’Isère) comprises of 5 chalet-style suites. 

The suites have three, four or six bedrooms, each entirely independent with its own living and dining area and its own dedicated chalet host. 

All suites have balconies which overlook the Grand Rochette and the Front de Neige piste. With the snowline ski school, ski hire and a selection of restaurants and bars on the doorstep, Summit View offers the finest and most convenient chalet accommodation in the resort. 

Visit : www.snowline.co. Contact : Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.

Saint Martin, Caribbean
The newly re-branded 257-room Sonesta Great Bay Beach Resort & Casino in St. Maarten is an addition to Sonesta's resort collection. 

Saint Martin is a Caribbean island split between French and the Dutch with the northern, French side of the island is known as Saint-Martin and the southern, Dutch side of the island is known as St Maarten.

The four-star beachfront resort, which is located on a one mile stretch of beach near the capital of Philipsburg, has undergone a $12 million renovation, offering three swimming pools, whirlpool, three restaurants, four bars, the Golden Casino and the Vitality Oasis health club and spa. Philipsburg is a busy cruise port and one of the Caribbean's best shopping spots.
Visit www.sonesta.com/greatbay. Contact : Michelle Dumaine at Michelle@andriamitsakospr.com. 

Emirates Marina Hotel & Residence, Dubai
The Emirates Marina Hotel & Residence in Dubai, the first city-based hotel of Emirates Hotels & Resorts, will open on 1 November.
 
The hotel offers 261 suites in a range of single, double and three-roomed configurations, and is a fitting addition to Dubai’s skyline, being one of Dubai’s top-ten highest buildings at 256 metres.
 
It situated at the gateway entrance to the Dubai Marina, and is a stone’s throw away from the Dubai Media and Internet Cities, with access to the popular Jumeirah Beach.

The hotel, which is the second in a series of new projects owned and managed by Emirates’ Hotels & Resorts, is among the Condé Nast Traveller’s Top 20-Hotel List, and the only Dubai hotel recognized in this category.  
 
The group’s next major opening – the Emirates Green Lakes Serviced Apartments – takes place in early 2008. This property will provide luxury, serviced-apartment accommodation on both short- and long-term residential basis. 
Visit : www.emirateshotelsresorts.com/marina/en/ Contact : Kelly Johnston at kjohnston@bell-pottinger.co.uk
The Beach House at Manafaru, the Maldives
The Beach House at Manafaru, which opens on 1 December 2007 is set among 35 acres of Private Island, in the Haa Alifu Atoll in the Northern Maldives, surrounded by coral reef lagoons. 

The Beach House has 68 villas each with their own private pool, along with the services of a butler.

The Beach House will have a fully equipped hi-tech gymnasium, tennis and badminton courts, beach volleyball, billiards, table tennis, a free form and infinity pool plus a PADI diving center, where fully qualified instructors will take excursions to explore some of the local ship wrecks and nearby dive spots with vibrant coral reefs and marine life. 

The GolfBlaster 3, is golf simulator which allows golfers to enjoy the game around the clock, regardless of the weather or the time of day! Players are spoilt for choice when it comes to choosing a course, with a top 5 list including St. Andrews Links – The Old Course, Pebble Beach Golf Links, The Belfry (Rydercup 2002), Oakland Hills (Rydercup 2004, PGA Championships 2008), Valderrama Golf Club (Rydercup 1997) and Pinehurst Country Club.

Visit : www.beachhousecollection.com.  Contact : Claire Griffin at claire@grifcopr.com.

The Temptation Resort & Spa, Cancuns, Mexico
The Temptation Resort & Spa in Cancuns a coastal city in Mexico, will open on 21 December 2007.  The new all-inclusive 384-room Temptation Resort & Spa welcomes singles and couples to this beachfront resort with its over-21 atmosphere.

Guests can enjoy the white sand beach with tropical Caribbean waters and bath or socialize topless (optional) in one of our three spectacular swimming pools themed on three different concepts: relaxing, sports and entertainment.

Temptation's rooms offer Deluxe, Jacuzzi Rooms and Junior. There are six dining options including three signature restaurants and four bars, each with a variety of selected premium liquors. For the health conscious guest, a low-carb and vegetarian menu options are available at most restaurants.

Temptation Resort & Spa is located on the fourteen mile long Island between the hotel zone's "Party Central” and downtown Cancun. It is 20 minutes from Cancun International Airport

Visit : www.temptationresorts.com. Contact : Rebie Bautista at rebie@andriamitsakospr.com.

Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide Alliance members with review copies. The publishers are likely to expect members to be on assignment or with commission and in return of a credit or review.

Berlitz 
Visit : www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Contact : Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

Visit : www.bradt-travelguides.com. Contact Felicity Stanbridge at felicity.stanbridge@bradtguides.com. 

 

Brit's Guide
Visit : www.foulsham.com. Contact Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

Visit: www.travelbooks.co.uk. Contact: Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

Visit : www.fisherstravelsos.com. Contact Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

 

Insight 

 

Visit : www.insightguides.com. Contact : Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

Lonely Planet
 

Visit: www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact: Europe, Middle East and Africa: Heather Carswell at Heather.Carswell@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North and Central America: Frank Ruiz at frank.ruiz@lonelyplanet.com, Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

The next issue

The International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 776 419 8286, and

Charo Moreno at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 781 805 2331. 

The next issue of the International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin will be issued in December 2007. 

Archived issues are available at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 
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