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Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one are invited to apply for group or individual press trip opportunities.

The media contacts shown with each item in this bulletin will be pleased to work with Alliance members looking to write, broadcast or create images in a destination.

For ongoing opportunities visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com and click on opportunities.

British Airways magazines

The Good Ski Guide and its sister magazine, Mountain Magic, have been awarded contracts to supply magazines to British Airways for both in-flight and in the airline VIP lounges w-wide, and as a result are looking for features with an international flavour.
 

The ski features should be first person experiences of skiing holidays/trips to generally out-of-the-way destinations, and anyone interested in contributing should initially send a short 50/100 word synopsis to this address.

 

For Mountain Magic ditto – bearing in mid that this is a guide for affluent travelers seeking a mountain escape away from beaches and cities.  The market is 40+ and £120,000 a year income so it should be slanted for the top end of the market.  And again -50/100 word synopsis.

Contact : John Hill, Editor or +44 (0) 1372 468140 or at John Hill at johnh@goodholidayideas.com.

Barging in Europe 
 

Go Barging allows travellers to captures the Dutch experience on its seven-day Tulip Cruises in The Netherlands. 

 

The 12-passenger luxury barge Savoir Faire meanders through intimate canals within the heart of Amsterdam and crosses western Holland between Amsterdam and Rotterdam and visits historic cities including Haarlem, Zaanstad, Lisse, The Hague, Delft and Gouda, home of the famous cheese.

 

Seven departure dates during March and April – prime tulip season – gives travellers the chance to see some of the most photographed landscapes in the world.
 

Go Barging is a subsidiary of European Waterways, the largest luxury barging vacation company in Europe, offering vacations in nine countries and carrying approximately 1,700 passengers a year.  

 

Founded over 30 years ago, the company designs, builds, owns and operates a private fleet of luxury barges with exclusive cruises in France, Scotland, England, Ireland, Holland, Italy, Belgium, and Germany.  

 

The company was the first company to put a barge on the upper Nivernais, and the “real” Loire Valley and are also the only company with a barge in Scotland and in the Venetian lagoon, as well as the first company to offer an Avignon-to-Amsterdam six-week trans-Europe cruise, a thousand mile journey along Western Europe’s inland waterways.  

 

Go Barging will welcome aboard Alliance members (and their partner) who are on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

 

The trip would be fully inclusive and include gourmet meals, fine wines, open bar and excursions although it will not cover the costs of transportation to and from the pick up point. Members will also be  encouraged to participate in all the activities /excursions

 

The trip will based on two persons sharing a double/twin cabin and Go Barging would want permission to print the article in their newsletter after it has been published, together with some shots of the cruise. 

Go Barging will not confirm a trip unless at least two paying clients are onboard. Should the clients cancel, the company will offer a different date or maybe a different barge. Trips cannot be confirmed until six weeks prior to departure.
Visit : www.gobarging.com. Contact : Glenda Hope-Evans at Glenda@gobarging.com.

The Uxlabil hotels, Guatemala
Uxlabil (your breadth in Mayan language) is the brand name for three new hotels in the central American country of Guatemala. 

Guatemala is bordered by Mexico to the northwest, the Pacific Ocean to the southwest, Belize and the Caribbean Sea to the northeast and Honduras and El Salvador to the southeast.

Its abundance of biologically significant and unique ecosystems contribute to Mesoamerica's designation as a biodiversity hotspot.

The hotels, which are located in Guatemala city, Antigua Guatemala and Lake Atitlan are small (no more than 20 rooms), and designed to enhances ecological and culturally harmony. 

Every room is distinct with light coming from the walls not from above, shampoo and soap is organic and medicinal herbs are offered.

Francisco Sandoval, their founder and manager, is an Anthropologist and writer.

Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one are welcome to request accommodation at the hotels. 

Visit :  : www.uxlabil. Contact Francisco Sandoval at guatemala@uxlabil.com.  
Fashion Week Cocktails at Brown's Hotel, London 

To celebrate the New York, London, Milan and Paris fashion weeks (from 1 February to 4 March 2008), The Donovan Bar at Rocco Forte’s Brown’s Hotel is presenting its latest collection of Fashion Cocktails :

· The New York Empire (Passoa Liqueur, Cranberry Juice and Guava Juice)

· The London Fashion Confession (Gin, Fresh Lemon Juice, Fresh Raspberries and Peach Liqueur)

· The Milan Fizzling Fashion (Prosecco, Framboise Puree, Vodka and Grand Marnier), and

· The Paris Hot Shots (Cognac, Pineapple Juice, Cranberry Juice and Vanilla Liqueur)

The Donovan Bar pays homage to the celebrated British photographer Terence Donovan and whilst the walls are lined with over 50 of his iconic black and white prints, the backdrop to Bill Amberg’s leather bar is the original St George’s Hotel stained glass window.

Visit : www.roccofortecollection.com. Contact : Nina Colls at ncolls@roccofortecollection.com.

The Rocco Forte hotel group will be pleased to offer accommodation and support to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain on. This to be determined on a case-by-case basis. Contact : Sue Heady at SHeady@roccofortecollection.com
The Sani Gourmet Food Festival, Halkidiki, Greece

The Sani Gourmet Food Festival, takes place at the Sani Resort, Halkidiki, Greece from 17 to 24 May 2008 (see a reason to write about below).

Celebrating the very best of world cuisine by showcasing dishes from across the globe, the festival will see nine top class chefs from Germany, France, Cyprus, Greece, Morocco, Turkey, the USA and Japan offering their talents. 

The Sani Resort, Halkidiki, Greece will be pleased to offer press trip facilities to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.saniresort.gr/sanigourmet Contact:  Emily Wilson at Emily@grifcopr.com.
Cathedral Peak Hotel, Drakensberg, South Africa

Situated at the base of the majestic Drakensberg mountains, the Cathedral Peak Hotel was built by Albert & Philip van Der Riet in 1939 and is now owned and run by the family’s 3rd generation.

The Drakensberg mountains, located in the eastern part of South Africa, are the highest in Southern Africa. In Zulu, they are referred to as uKhahlamba or barrier of spears.

This award-winning hotel prides itself on a family legacy as much as the natural heritage of the Ukhahlamba Drakensberg World Heritage Site into which the hotel falls.

Extensive activities at the hotel, which are all within walking distance, includes golf, trout fishing, a  vitality centre, helicopter flips, mountain bike trails, quad bike rides, as well as daily guided walks (featuring bird spotting and San Art) a guest is spoiled for choice.  

A charming stone-and-thatch chapel looks out over the mountains, and midweek bookings are boosted by the well-used modern conference facilities at Cathedral Peak Hotel.

Families are welcome and children have use of a custom dining room & playroom, playground, heated splash pool.

Educational visits are encouraged – at discounted tariffs depending on merit. 

The Cathedral Peak Hotel will welcome approaches from Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.cathedralpeak.co.za. Contact Shona Lawson at shona@cathedralpeak.co.za.

The Milestone and 41, London

The Milestone, a boutique hotel of just 57 rooms and 6 apartments has been voted London's Number 1 hotel for 2008 byTravel + Leisure magazine and Number 1 in London in Condé Nast Traveler's Gold List for 2008.

Highlights of a stay at The Milestone, which is situated opposite Kensington Palace and Hyde Park, include traditional English cream tea In the Park Lounge, a parlour with sumptuous fabrics and a roaring fire, cocktails in the Stables bar, and dinner in Cheneston's restaurant.

Travel + Leisure's Number 2 spot in London goes to 41, another boutique hotel in the Red Carnation Collection, which is ituated opposite Buckingham Palace's Royal Mews.

The Red Carnation collection now comprises six hotels in London as well as a Relais & Châteaux hotel, Summer Lodge, in Dorset, along with hotels in Geneva, Palm Beach, Cape Town and the Western Cape.

Red Carnation is happy to offer overnight stays at its hotels to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to secure one. This will be considered on a writer-by-writer basis. Visit: www.redcarnation.com. Contact: Arnelle Kendall at akendall@rchmail.com.

Charleston, Richmond and Nashville

The Sanctuary at Kiawah Island Golf Resort in Charleston, SC (www.kiawahresort.com), the Jefferson Hotel in Richmond, VA (www.jeffersonhotel.com) and the Hermitage Hotel in Nashville, TN (www.thehermitagehotel.com) are finalising their individual media visit calendars for 2008.

The three AAA Five Diamond hotels are sister properties and enjoy good relationships with the local CVB, who can normally assist in creating a citywide itinerary.

The properties will be delighted to hear from Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Contact Matt Owen at matt_owen@kiawahresort.com.

Qantas Holidays

Qantas Holidays has launched its Australia and New Zealand 2008 brochure of luxury resorts, lodges and boutique hotels

The brochure includes mew luxury resorts such as qualia on Hamilton Island and Southern Ocean Lodge on Kangaroo Island in Australia; and lodges such as Greenhill The Lodge Hawkes Bay and the Boatshed Waiheke Island in New Zealand.

There is also a range of unique experiences such as the Cape York Turtle Rescue project in Australia where holidaymakers can assist indigenous rangers to protect the turtles and other marine life from entrapment from fishing nets and a guided sea kayaking tour on the Abel Tasman in New Zealand.

Qantas offers independent holidays and tailor made and escorted itineraries from the well known areas of New South Wales and Victoria to the more off the beaten track regions of South and Western Australia, and the Southern Lakes and the West Coast of New Zealand's South Island.

Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one are welcome to discuss media visits with the company.

Visit :www.qantas.co.uk/holidays. Contact : Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independentpr.co.uk or on  +44 (0) 1628 623003. 

Mendocino County, California

Visit a region where living in harmony with the land is as old as California's first grape vines - which you will find here - along with the first organic wine makers, the first certified, organic brewery, and the only coastal Botanical Gardens on the North American continent.

With a dizzying array of State and National Parks, migrating whales visible off-shore, six navigable rivers to canoe and kayak, the drive-through giant Sequoia redwood, and the world-famous Solar Living Institute, Mendocino County truly provides fodder for a variety of 

great stories.

· The organic, biodynamic, raw food and vegan movements have strong roots here -- the Living Light Institute in Fort Bragg is the premiere raw food cooking school in the world -- making Mendocino a great place to learn about sustainable and local eating and how people are incorporating it, deliciously, into their every day lives.

· A famous romantic getaway, Mendocino has long been a popular  destination for luxurious weddings and honeymoons but lately it has become a premiere destination for green weddings too.

· Mendocino County is known for the mighty redwoods that rebuilt San Francisco after the Earthquake of 1906, the native Pomo Indians and the legendary artists' colonies throughout the county.

· Tour a sustainable forest, organic farm or winery, climb a lighthouse, ride horses on the beach, play a golf course that is also an Audubon site, or just walk along one of the county's accessible yet breathtaking beaches.

Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain on are invited to visit Mendocino County. Complimentary accommodations for up to three nights will be provided and some meals.

Visit : http://www.co.mendocino.ca.us/. Contact: Emily Polsby at emily@hypehouse.com or on 415-788-4114.

Penton Overseas 

Penton Overseas, the publishers of a new product line of iPod centric foreign language learning titles, are offering free downloads to Alliance members members would like to use and review them.  Visit : http://www.pentonoverseas.com. Contact : Tom McGrew at trm@pentonoverseas.com.

Bond in Austria

Parts of the 22nd Bond film, will be shot in Bregenz, Austria with Daniel Craig and crew due in the town in May. Bregenz is the capital of Vorarlberg, the westernmost federal state of Austria. The town is located on the eastern shores of Lake Constance, the third-largest freshwater lake in Central Europe, between Switzerland in the east and Germany in the northwest.

The medieval town of Feldkirch has also been named as a film location.
The Austrian Tourist Board is happy to help Alliance members with research, setting up press trips, finding images for articles and providing footage in DVD format. Visit : www.austriatourism.com. Contact : Karin Bazaz at pressuk@austria.info or on +44 (0) 20 7440 3838.

The Hotel Casa Ticul, Mexico

The Hotel Casa Ticul, in Southeastern Mexico - the Mexican Caribbean - is situated on 5th avenue at Playa del Carmen.The 20 room hotel is steps from the best beach and close to the restaurants and shops..

Hotel Casa Ticul will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to provide on. Visit : http://casaticul.com/CasaTicul_homeEng.html. Contact : Heidi Matus Kramer at heidimatus@sensationstravel.com or on + 52 1 984 111 0717 
Kempinski Hotel Bahía Estepona, Spain

The five-star Kempinski Hotel Bahía Estepona in the Costa del Sol, southern Spain reopens on 1 February  2008 following a 7 million Euro refurbishment.

Estepona, a popular resort and holiday destination, is known for its beaches, which stretch along some 21 km of coastline. 

Located outside the village of Estepona, this luxury property sits within manicured gardens, on a sandy beach overlooking the Mediterranean Sea. 

The port of Puerto Banús is 15 minutes away, and Morocco and Gibraltar day trips away.

The 148 rooms and suites include the exclusive Prestige Floor with its Deluxe, Diamond, Presidential, Royal and Imperial Suites.

Kempinski Estepona’s new luxury med-spa is the only spa in Spain to feature Éminence products and treatments which use organically grown herbs, fruits and vegetables mixed with pure waters from a thermal hot spring in Hungary to add minerals and trace elements.

The hotel features also four gourmet restaurants 

 Visit : www.kempinski-spain.com
Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one, who would like to review the property should contact Emily Wilson at Emily@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0) 20 7385 7090.
Penton Overseas iSync and iVideo
Penton Overseas Inc has a range of iSync products offering language learning - including vocabulary, grammar, conversation - for iPod or any portable media player.

Its iVideo range is a live-action language learning video series of traveller's essentials designed for iPod, iPhone, or other portable media player. 

Penton is offering 150 Alliance members an iSync in Chinese, Spanish, French, German or Italian and 150 iVideo in French, Italian, German orSpanish).  

For You Tube iSync visit : http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j9emqVt_Qp0. For You Tube iVideo: visit http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ST1a_3dcLiM. 

Visit : it www.pentonoverseas.com. Contact : Tom McGrew at  trm@pentonoverseas.com or on 760-431-0060 x 685
The EXIT festival at Novi Sad, Serbia

The EXIT Festival 08 will be held within the walls of the 17th Century Petrovaradin Fortress in Novi Sad, Serbia from 10 to 13 July 2008.

The Republic of Serbia is situated in Central and Southeastern Europe and borders Hungary on the north; Romania and Bulgaria on the east; Albania and Macedonia on the south; and Montenegro, Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina on the west.

Novi Sad is the capital of the northern Serbian province of Vojvodina, and the administrative centre of the South Bačka District. It is Serbia's second-largest city, after Belgrade and is located on the border of the Bačka and Syrmia regions, on the banks of the Danube river and Danube-Tisa-Danube Canal, and faces the northern slopes of Fruška Gora mountain.

EXIT, which was voted Best European Festival at the UK Festival Awards, will have over 600 performances on 25 stages connected by cobbled streets, ramparts and tunnels. The music encompasses all genres from rock to rap, classical to chill, dance to drum & bass and electronic to experimental.  

Launched nine years ago as a student initiated protest against the communist Milosevic regime, EXIT has proved that music is a universal language that can connect and bring people together to make the world a better place.  

Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one are invited to apply for press trip facilities during the festival.

Visit : www.exitfest.org. Contact : Contact Nikki Wright at nikki@globalpublicity.co.uk or on +44 (0) 7957 434517

Leads
Brief information on travel and tourism industry initiatives 

Turnleft City Guides
Turnleft is a new series of insiders' city guides distributed free of charge in bars, stores, galleries and restaurants throughout Europe. The guides are designed for finding your bearings on a city break. 

Amsterdam, Berlin and Helsinki will be released in January 2008. More publications will follow. Contact : Nicolas Buteau at  nick@turnleftguides.com

The Museum of World Treasures, Witchita, Kansas 

The Museum of World Treasures, located in the heart of Wichita’s Old Town district, is home to a truly unique and diverse collection of antiquities, including one of only four battling dinosaur exhibits in the world, the tailcoat worn by Alexander Hamilton during the Revolutionary War and an extensive collection of ancient art and artifacts. Visit : www.worldtreasures.org. Contact : Lon Smith at groupsales@worldtreasures.org
The Travel Publishers Association

The Travel Publishers Association 2008 catalogue is now available to download at http://www.travelpubs.com/graphics/TPACatalog08web.pdf. The Travel Publishers Association is a group of independent publishers of travel guides, literature and maps. Visit : www.travelpubs.com. Contact : Joan Peterson at joanp@ginkgopress.com. 
The Germany Travel Mart

The German NationalTourist Board (GNTB) is hosting the 34th annual Germany Travel Mart (GTM) between 27 and 29 April in the host cities of Munich and Augsburg. The event with 350 German exhibitors will attract 650 international buyers and journalists from 40 countries.Visit : www.germany-travel-mart.de. Contact : Katrin Lukosch at katrin.lukosch@d-z-t.com.

Singapore Airlines

Singapore Airlines has begun operations at the new terminal 3 at Singapore’s Changi Airport  (http://www.changiairport.com). Visit : singaporeair.com. Contact : Katie Liddell at katie@keenepa.co.uk. 

Lithium (rechargeable) batteries on aircraft

A new United States Department of Transportation Hazmat safety rule limits how many spare lithium (rechargeable) batteries can be taken on an airplane. The rule affects batteries used in computers, cameras and other equipment commonly used by journalists The new regulation, designed to reduce the risk of lithium battery fires, continues to allow lithium batteries in checked baggage if they are installed in electronic devices, or in carry-on baggage if stored in plastic bags. Visit : http://www.fedex.com/us/services/options/dangerousgoods/batteries/index.html.

Ohio 

According to CNN Money, the hottest retail restaurant concept these days is the specialty tea house – an alternatives to coffee shops.  The pleasure of tea houses, which are cropping up all over America, are epitomized by three in Clinton County, Ohio. Lucy & Ethel’s Country Tea in Wilmington, Hannaford House B&B and Tea Room in Wilmington, and Ettalee’s Tea Parlor in Blanchester offer their own unique experience for anyone wanting to briefly step back into another time.  Visit :. http://www.clintoncountyohio.com Contact : Debbie Stamper at dstamper@clintoncountyohio.com.

Caribbean mini-guides

Definitative Caribbean has launched 21 mini-guides to Aruba; Bahamas; Bermuda; Bonaire; Cayman Islands; Cuba; Curacao; Dominica; Dominican Republic; Guadeloupe; Haiti; Martinique; Montserrat;  Puerto Rico; Saba; St Eustatius; St Martin/St Maarten; St Vincent and the Grenadines; Trinidad; Turks & Caicos Islands and the US Virgin Islands. Visit : http://www.definitivecaribbean.com. Contact : Deana Bellamy at deana@definitivecaribbean.com. 

Independence of the Seas

Royal Caribbean International’s newest ship, Independence of the Seas, will arrive in Southampton in April 2008 for inaugural celebrations in the UK before becoming the first ever newbuild ship in the Royal Caribbean International fleet to be based in Europe. The new sailings including a four night Cork cruise that departs on 2 May, sailing from Southampton to Cork and back to and an 11 night Canary Islands cruise that departs on 6 May, calling at Madeira (Portugal), Tenerife (Canary Islands), Gran Canaria (Canary Islands), Lanzarote (Canary Islands), Lisbon (Portugal) and Vigo (Spain). Visit www.royalcaribbean.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Rathbone at sarah.rathbone@sirenpr.co.uk.

Virgin Atlantic To Run 747 On Biofuel 

Virgin Atlantic, will fly one of its Boeing 747s on biofuel during a demonstration flight in February. It will be the first time that a commercial aircraft has run biofuel in-flight and is part of a major initiative among some airlines and Boeing to discover sources of sustainable aircraft fuel for the future. Contact Katie Francis at Katie.Francis@fly.virgin.com. 

Cruise.co.uk 

Cruise website : www.CRUISE.co.uk has launched a £250,000 promotion in association with leading travel book publisher Berlitz by giving away 10,000 copies of the latest ‘Cruising & Cruise Ships 2008’ guide to anyone posting a cruise review on its website. Cruising & Cruise Ships 200’, is the bible of cruising, and is in its 23rd year of publication, retailing at £16.99.  Visit :  www.CRUISE.co.uk was formerly owned by Carnival Corporation and was sold earlier in the year to its management team.  Contact : Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com.

Beachcomber Tours

Luxury travel experts, Beachcomber Tours run holidays at more than 120 top destinations in Mauritius, the Seychelles, the Middle East and Africa. Visit www.beachcombertours.co.uk. Contact : Julia Clark at jclark@bchot.co.uk. 
The Observatory Hotel, Sydney

The Observatory Hotel in Sydney has been voted as the number one place to stay in Australia by readers of Travel + Leisure magazine and has also made Conde Nast Traveler’s annual US Gold List. Visit : www.observatoryhotel.com.au. Contact : Kim Salt at ksalt@observatoryhotel.com.au.

Villas To Go

Specialist online villa rental company Villas To Go has launched a new website : www.villastogo.com, which  provides a comprehensive booking service for villas, flights and car hire online.
Comprehensive regional guides with pictures allow customers to identify the most appropriate destination. Contact : Jane Herbert at Pilot PR at jane@pilotpr.co.uk.
Beyond San Francisco

The San Francisco Convention & Visitors Bureau has dedicated a region of its Web site, to the attractive areas outside San Francisco. Beyond the city limits the city lights give way to the shade of ancient redwood groves, snow-capped peaks, a hundred small towns and country lanes. An interactive map guides visitors around coastal Half Moon Bay and Santa Cruz, Silicon Valley, the East Bay, Sausalito/Marin, the Wine Country, North Coast/Mt. Shasta, Lake Tahoe/Sacramento, Yosemite/Central Valley and Monterey/Carmel. Visit www.onlyinsanfrancisco.com/beyond_san_francisco. Contact : Tanya Houseman at thouseman@sanfrancisco.travel. 

The Hotel de Toiras, Western France

The Hotel de Toiras, situated in the port of Saint Martin on the Ile de Ré in western France has teamed up with the local riding school to offer horse riding packages suitable for all abilities. Visit :

www.hotel-de-toiras.com. Contact : Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com.

The Vancouver Playhouse International Wine Festival
The Vancouver Playhouse International Wine Festival (25 February 25 to 2 March), one of North America's premier wine events, will feature wine tastings and pairings, gourmet dinners and luncheons, educational seminars and culinary competitions, and the opportunity to meet owners, winemakers and senior representatives from wineries around the globe. Visit : 
www.playhousewinefest.com. Contact : Emily Armstrong at earmstrong@tourismvancouver.com.

BA : London to St Lucia

British Airways will increase it flights to St. Lucia (from 26 October 2008) from two to three weekly (Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays) and will operate non-stop, saving passengers two hours’ flight time from the previous flight path via Antigua. Visit www.stlucia.org. Contact : Katie Gorrill at katie@dsapr.co.uk. 

Trinidad and Tobago 

A new $18 million (£9.1 million), ferry terminal linking the two Caribbean islands of Trinidad and Tobago is now fully operational. Trinidad and Tobago lies northeast of the South American nation of Venezuela and south of Grenada. It also shares maritime boundaries with Barbados to the northeast and Guyana to the southeast. The country consists of the two main islands,Trinidad and Tobago, which are 21 miles apart and 21 smaller islands. Most visitors to the area divide their time between Trinidad and Tobago.There is also a frequent air-bridge service between Trinidad & Tobago, operated by Caribbean Airlines (www.caribbean-airlines.com). Visit www.gotrinidadandtobago.com. Contact : Jo Geneen at joanna.geneen@fleishmaneurope.com. 

Along Florida's Expressways

Dave Hunter has released a completely updated version Along Florida's Expressways, his driving guide for the Sunshine State. Redesigned for the "Fly-Drive" crowd who fly to Florida and rent a car on arrival to tour the state - the new 2008 edition provides the same types of Insider Tips, lodging and restaurant recommendations along Interstate-75. There is also a mile-by-mile history and entertainment and 77 colored strip-maps.Visit : http://www.floridaonline.info/. To request a review copy contact Doug Bandos at pr@ksbpromotions.com. 
The Tullibardine Restaurant and The Victorian Kitchen, Scotland

The Tullibardine Restaurant at Blair Castle and The Victorian Kitchen at Glamis Castle, Scotland, have received EatScotland approval for excellence in food and high standards in service. The two restaurants are managed by catering company Prestige Scotland, which also manages prestigious events such as Royal Ascot, the Chelsea Flower Show, the Vodafone Derby, and Rugby World Cup 2007. Visit :www.prestigehospitality.co.uk. Contact Ginny Lawson at ginny@ginnylawsonpr.com.

Singapore Airlines

Singapore Airlines will expand capacity on the Singapore – Sydney route from April, with the introduction of a fourth daily service, making it the first airline to operate 28 weekly flights on this popular route. Visit : http://www.singaporeair.com. Contact : Katie Liddell at katie@keenepa.co.uk.

Reasons to write about
More in-depth information on destinations of interest.

The Ukhahlamba World Heritage Site, Drakensberg Park, South Africa

The Ukhahlamba World Heritage Site was declared on the basis of cultural as well as natural assets.

Of  246 bird species recorded within the whole Drakensberg Park, more than 140 are found near Cathedral Peak Hotel, including “lifers” such as the Buff Spotted Flufftail and Bush Blackcap.  Higher in the mountains there is a chance of seeing the endangered Cape Vulture or the rare Bearded Vulture (Lammergeyer).

Hotel guides are trained in bird spotting – and take field guides and binoculars on all the walks.  Moses Mdhluli (who trained with Bird Life South Africa) and the other 2 guides recently refreshed their knowledge while accompanying a local bird expert in updating the hotel’s bird list.

Guests can also explore the hotel grounds on their own or use the hotel’s bird hides. Early morning river-side ambles are ideal for beginner bird watching. The Cathedral Peak Hotel will welcome approaches from Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.cathedralpeak.co.za. Contact Shona Lawson at shona@cathedralpeak.co.za.

The Sani Gourmet Food Festival, Halkidiki, Greece

The Sani Gourmet Food Festival, takes place at the Sani Resort, Halkidiki, Greece from 17 to 24 May 2008.

Celebrating the very best of world cuisine by showcasing dishes from across the globe, the festival will see nine top class chefs from Germany, France, Cyprus, Greece, Morocco, Turkey, the USA and Japan offering their talents. 

 

Basking in the sunshine on the shores of the Kassandra peninsula, Halkidiki, The Sani Resort is a family owned and privately developed property on a 1,000 acre ecological reserve. It comprises four hotels: Sani Asterias Suites; the Sani Beach Club and Porto Sani Village (both set to unveil a new look in April after refurbishments this winter) and Sani Beach Hotel, which underwent extensive renovations in 2007. 

There are two exclusive Sani spa venues, with a marina at the heart; alive with restaurants, cool bars, designer boutiques and art galleries. Home to five of the best restaurants in Greece, Sani Resort is the perfect place to host a Gourmet Festival.

     

With 16 restaurants ranging from gourmet to traditional tavernas and ouzeries, the Sani Resort has worked with Mr Apostolos Trastelis, owner of the Michelin star restaurant “The Spondi” in Athens, to develop its gastronomic programme for some time. 

The 2008 Festival will take place in four restaurants: ‘Sea You Up’, launched in 2005, an Asian restaurant overlooking the luxury yacht marina and Aegean Sea; ‘The Water Restaurant’, offering à la carte gourmet dining at the Sani Asterias Suites overlooking the private marina; ‘Tomata’ a lively new-age Greek restaurant that is rich in Mediterranean culture; and ‘Byblos Restaurant’, the fine dining restaurant at Porto Sani Village. 

 

Chefs who have already been confirmed to take part in 2008’s festival include:

 

Heinz Winkler: As chef at “Tantris” in Munich, Heinz Winkler became the world’s youngest 3 Michelin starred chef at the age of 31. Now the owner of the prestigious “Residenz Heinz Winkler” in Aschau, Germany.

 

Alain Lorca: Owner of the famous “Le Moulin de Mougins” on the French Riviera, Alain Lorca was awarded two Michelin stars by the age of 37.

 

Christoforos Peskias: Peskias is considered one of the most creative star chefs in Greece, and heads up the team at 48 The Restaurant in Athens. 

 

Andreas Mavromatis: The acclaimed Cypriot chef brought Greek gastronomy to France with his well-known establishment “Mavrommatis” located in the heart of the 5th district of Paris. He offers creative Greek cuisine, taking original recipes and shaping them to fit today's tastes, in order to showcase the exceptional regional produce of Greece. 

 

Chysanthos Karamolegos of Aristera-Dexia, Apla and Tomata restaurants is considered one of the most important chefs in Greece. 

The Sani Resort, Halkidiki, Greece will be pleased to offer press trip facilities to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.saniresort.gr/sanigourmet Contact:  Emily Wilson at Emily@grifcopr.com.

 

Jamaica’s dog sled team

The Jamaicans have decided to take on the world at mushing - Dog sledding.

Training's obviously a little difficult with no tundra or Alaskan wastes in the Caribbean, but then this is dog sledding to a reggae rhythm, on a tricycle through the canefields, with the dogs mongrels and strays. Several were saved from the pound by the Jamaica Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 

The Jamaica Dog Sled Team has been backed by musician Jimmy Buffet, long a fan of the Caribbean and particularly things Jamaican. His Margaritaville restaurant has three branches on the island, in Montego Bay, Negril and Ocho Rios. 

Visit : http://www.chukkacaribbean.com/dogsled.php. Contact : Deana Bellamy at deana@definitivecaribbean.com. 
Sailing the Caribbean rum route

In May 2008, Horizon Yacht Charters is offering a variation on the classic sailing route through the Leeward and Windward Isles with a theme of Caribbean rum.

The cruise, which will be guided by Paul and Marguerite Jackson, sets off from the Royal Tot Club in Antigua and takes in the best rum plantations, distilleries, bars and natural sights on the islands down to St Lucia.

It is as suitable for novice sailors as experienced yachtsmen - a less experienced sailor can get a captain to accompany them. 

Visit : http://www.definitivecaribbean.com. Contact : Deana Bellamy at deana@definitivecaribbean.com. 

Dance holiday’s to Rio

Jingando Holidays are offering a two-week escorted trip to Rio de Janeiro where guests first spend 18 hours learning the various types of local Samba - and then test their newly-learnt skills out in the spectacular Sambadrome.

Rio de Janeiro, the second major city of Brazil behind São Paulo, is famous for its spectacular natural setting, its Carnival celebrations, samba and other music, hotel-lined tourist beaches, such as Copacabana and Ipanema, paved with decorated black and cream swirl pattern mosaics. 

Some of the most famous local landmarks in addition to the beaches include the giant statue of Jesus, known as Christ the Redeemer atop Corcovado mountain, which has recently been named one of the New Seven Wonders of the World; Sugarloaf mountain with its cable car; the Sambódromo, a giant permanent parade stand used during Carnival; and Maracanã stadium, one of the world's largest football stadiums. Rio also boasts the two world's largest forests inside an urban area.

Jingando Holidays also includes a morning's work on Make Favela Art - a community project painting the outside of houses in an impoverished hillside shanty-town, slowly transforming it into a luminous landmark.

Guests are based in Santa Teresa, a sustainable tourism area with colonial mansions and South America's last tram. It's known as the 'San Francisco of Brazil' and is only 20 minutes from the beach. 

Jingando works with the area's B&B network, allowing visitors to stay in authentic local homes or small guesthouses, depending on their personal preference.

Visit : www.jingandoholidays.com. Contact : Richard Mellor at R.Mellor@travelpr.co.uk.

The Savannah Music Festival

The Savannah Music Festival, a 17-day musical arts marathon featuring nearly 100 events and Georgia's largest music festival takes place between 20 March and 5 April 2008.

The 19th annual festival will be spread throughout theatres, auditoriums, clubs, open-air thoroughfares and historic places of worship in the old seaport city at the start of its 275th anniversary year. 

The 2008 festival premieres commissioned works by drummer Stewart Copeland, just off of a world tour with The Police, and jazz trombone great Wycliffe Gordon. 

Inventive and singular productions such as The World of Slide Guitar features virtuosos Jerry Douglas, Derek Trucks, and Debashish Bhattacharya, while Piano Showdown showcases masters such as Hank Jones, Marcus Roberts & Eric Reed. 

Classical music concerts includes Sensations, six originally conceived chamber music programs under the musical direction of Daniel Hope, and a rare performance by the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra with Robert Spano conducting pianist Garrick Ohlsson playing the third piano concerto by Rachmaninoff. 

Visit : www.savannahmusicfestival.org. Contact: Ryan McMaken  at ryan@savannahmusicfestival.org. 

For A Cause holidays

For a cause organises weeklong walking and cycling fundraising trips

The events are challenging, with walking routes averaging 60-plus miles during the week and cycling routes averaging more than 300 miles. 

At the end of the week, participants leave knowing they have helped their chosen charity or good cause.

The event registration fee covers all the participant's expenses while on the event, ensuring that 100 percent of the donations raised will go to the beneficiaries. Registration fees average about $1,200 per person 

Visit : www.rfac.org. Contact : Rob Webber at rwebber@rfac.org. 

Disaster at Universal Studios Florida

Disaster the latest attraction at Universal Studios Florida (replacing Earthquake) features the first-ever use by a theme park of a high-tech virtual imagery technology called Musion.

Musion technology, developed by UK-based company ‘Musion’ is a unique high-definition video projection system that transforms two-dimensional images into what seem to be live three-dimensional images. 

 

Throughout the 15-minute attraction experience, guests are filmed as extras for different elements of Disaster Studios’ newest blockbuster film, Mutha Nature.

Universal Studios is a working film and TV production studio as well as a theme park featuring attractions such as “Revenge of the Mummy—The Ride” and “Shrek 4-D.”  Islands of Adventure is its technologically advanced theme park and features five uniquely themed islands that include Seuss Landing, Marvel Super Hero Island and Jurassic Park.  Its marquee attractions include “Jurassic Park River Adventure” and “The Amazing Adventures of Spider-Man.”

 

In addition to its theme parks, Universal Orlando Resort also includes CityWalk, a 30-acre night time entertainment complex that features restaurants, shops, clubs, a 20-screen Cineplex and live-entertainment.  The destination’s three on-site Loews hotels include the Portofino Bay Hotel, the Hard Rock Hotel and the Royal Pacific Resort.  

Visit L www.universalorlando.co.uk and www.musion.co.uk. Contact : Chloe Handy : chloe.handy@fleishmaneurope.com.

Oman

The golden sands of the Wahiba, the vast desert expanse in Oman can be a memorable and luxurious base for those seeking an unique desert adventure with the newly opened Desert Nights Camp, a destination situated at Camp Al Wasil.

The Desert Nights Camp experience can be tailor made and complimented with a variety of day activities such as desert safari’s, camel rides, dune bashing in a 4x4 jeep, and wadi bashing. 

There’s the chance to take in campfire and traditional Omani festivities as the sun sets over the Wahiba plains then retire to Bedouin-style tents with fully air-conditioned bedrooms, bathroom and living area.

Desert Nights Camp is the latest addition to Oman’s portfolio of luxury accommodation.

Oman has also recently added the Evason Six Senses Resort to its portfolio of five-star properties, joining The Chedi, Shangri-la Barr Al Jissah Resort, Al Nahda Resort and Grand Hyatt. This year will see the opening of the Royal Golden Tulip Mirbat and the reopening of the refurbished Al Bustan Palace. 

The Sheraton, Muscat, one of the city’s architectural landmarks and the tallest building in Oman will also re-open on 1 October 2008, following an extensive refurbishment programme.

Visit : www.omantourism.gov.om. Contact : Kate Fenton at kate@representationplus.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8877 4508

The Celebrity Solstice

The first ever Lawn Club, complete with real growing grass, will be a key feature when Celebrity Cruises launches the Celebrity Solstice in December 2008. 

The half-acre Lawn Club, located on the top deck, the equivalent to more than eight tennis courts and  will be tended by a full-time groundskeeper.To develop the idea of real grass growing onboard a cruise ship, Celebrity Cruises has worked with landscape architects, irrigation specialists and turf and soil scientists from the University of Florida. 

The area will also include a new Hot Glass Show, developed with the Corning Museum of Glass, which will present the history and craft of glassblowing, with three resident “gaffers” – highly skilled glassblowing artists –staging live glassmaking shows, lectures and workshops.

The Celebrity Solstice will be cruising from Fort Lauderdale (Florida) to San Juan (Puerto Rico), Basseterre (St Kitts) and Philipsburg (St Maarten).
Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. is a global cruise vacation company that operates Royal Caribbean International, Celebrity Cruises, Azamara Cruises and Pullmantur.  The company has a combined total of 35 ships in service and seven under construction.  It also offers unique land-tour vacations in Alaska, Australia, Canada, Europe and Latin America.  

Visit :  www.celebritycruises.co.uk  and www.royalcaribbean.co.uk, www.azamaracruises.co.uk, www.pullmantur.es or www.rclinvestor.com.  Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk.

Gullah Culture in America

Despite everything that has been written about Native American cultures, the Gullah culture and its companion culture, the Geechee, have been almost totally overlooked.

The Gullah peoples and places are noted for their festivals, music, dancing, art, foods, recipes, crafts, and other subjects of great interest to tourists and travellers. 

Gullah Culture in America, by Wilbur Cross explores an almost lost culture which exists in the Sea Islands of the United States, along what is known as "The Gullah Corridor," stretching from the northeast coast of Florida along the Georgia and South Carolina coastal shores to the lower reaches of North Carolina and little more than 30 miles inland at any point.

Gullah Culture in America is published by Praeger Books. Visit : www.praeger.com. For review copies contact : Carol Qudzik at carol.gudzik@greenwood.com. 

A place to stay

New and unusual accommodation for travellers. 

The TodiCastle Estate and Tower of Orlando, Umbria, Italy 

Perched high on a hilltop, the privately-owned TodiCastle Estate and its ancient Tower of Orlando, is situated among the olive groves, vineyards and fields of golden sunflowers in Umbria, central Italy.

A decade of conservation, undertaken by the Santoro family (the present owners) has restored this 13th century property to its former architectural glory.

The castle provides a blend of architectural heritage with contemporary luxury, with each suite and guest bedroom decorated in a distinct style with carefully-chosen antiques, artworks and minimalist furniture. The castle also enjoys panoramic views and a private chapel.  

Guests also have the option of a chef and staff who will prepare and serve the finest Italian cuisine, incorporating locally-sourced truffles, olive oil, spices, cheeses and superb wine, grown and produced nearby or on the estate itself.

The TodiCastle Estate is 1.5 hours drive from Rome and three miles from the Estate is the Marc Mességue spa.
TodiCastle is a member of the Union of European Historic Houses Association.

Visit : www.TodiCastle.com. Contact : Eugene Roberts at eugene.roberts@kbc-pr.com.

Kiba Point private game lodge, Southern Tanzania

Uncharted Outposts Safari & Travel Company has unveiled its newest property, Kiba Point private game lodge in Southern Tanzania.

Tanzania is a country in East Africa bordered by Kenya and Uganda on the north, Rwanda, Burundi and the Democratic Republic of the Congo on the west and Zambia, Malawi and Mozambique on the south. To the east it borders the Indian Ocean.

The country is named after Tanganyika, its mainland part and the Zanzibar islands off its east coast. 

Kiba Point is an eight-bed camp booked on a totally exclusive basis only and includes all game drives, walking safaris, birding, boating and fish trips. 

Four spacious, airy cottages, made of stone and thatch, are raised up on platforms above the river line.

Set on the banks of the Rufiji River in one of the largest wildlife conservation areas in the world.

Visit : www.unchartedoutposts.com. Contact : Sandy Cunningham at sandy@unchartedoutposts.com.

The Wilpena Pound Resort, South Australia 

The Wilpena Pound Resort, which is four and a half hours drive north of Adelaide, is located in the dramatic Flinders Ranges National Park, close to the Old Wilpena Station, a pastoral settlement and a working station for 135 years.

It also provides the chance to see Wilpena Pound - the 83 square kms. rock amphitheatre, which was formed from sedimentary deposits under the sea 640 million years ago. The deposits were folded into mountains and 160 million years of erosion have resulted in the amazing chiselled formation that can be seen today.

Today Wilpena Pound provides travellers with a place to explore the region's history and to take an intimate look at life on an Outback homestead. 

The land around Wilpena Pound and Wilpena Station are also important Aboriginal heritage sites of great cultural significance for the Adnyamathanha people who inhabited the region before the settlers arrived and who still live there.

The Wilpena Pound Resort offers guests a choice of activities ranging from easy to challenging bushwalks, picnics by river red gum lined creeks, drives to ancient gorges, Aboriginal rock art, horse riding or simply relaxing in the beautiful bush setting watching kangaroos graze and wedge tail eagles soar overhead.

The resort also works to provide environmentally sustainable ecotourism services for the Flinders Ranges. The area attracts up to 150,000 visitors per year and in partnership with National Parks and Wildlife SA (NPWSA) and Flinders Ranges Tourism Services, Wilpena Pound Resort is continually investigating and implementing new initiatives to ensure the environment can sustain visitors to this rich natural, cultural and heritage landscape for future generations.

Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one are welcome to discuss media visits with the Wilpena Pound Resort.

Visit : www.wilpenapound.com.au and www.southaustralia.com. Contact : Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independentpr.co.uk or on  +44 (0) 1628 623003. 

Downe Health Spa and Cottages, Devon, UK

Downe Health Spa and Cottages in Devon are set in a designated area of outstanding natural beauty on the Hartland Peninsula overlooking the Atlantic Ocean with sea views to Lundy Island and the Atlantic.

Devon is a large county in England's West Country, bordered to the west by Cornwall and to the east by Dorset and Somerset. Uniquely amongst English counties, Devon has two separate coastlines: to the south, on the English Channel and to the north, on the Irish Sea and Bristol Channel. 

These are studded with resort towns, harbours and (more recently) surfing beaches. Devon is also home to two National Parks - Dartmoor and Exmoor - and includes the island of Lundy in the Bristol Channel / Irish Sea.

Lundy, an island 3 miles long and 1/2 mile wide, is owned by the National Trust and run by the Landmark Trust, a UK charity organisation. All profit from visitors is reinvested into the upkeep of the island.

There is an abundance of wildlife on the land and in the surrounding sea. Many rare birds visit or live on the island including Puffins. The island currently only has 20 residents, all employees of the 

Landmark trust, and a castle, a church, three lighthouses (two operational, one decommissioned), a farm, a tavern and a small shop.

Downe features five listed Victorian farm buildings that have been converted to provide one three bedroom, two two-bedroom and five one-bedroom cottages.

The on-site spa include facials, body wraps, manicures and pedicures. Holistic therapies available comprise a variety of Aromatherapy massages, Indian Head Massage, Sports Massage, a Holistic Relaxation Therapy, Ear Candling, Reflexology and Stone Therapy.

Visit : www.downespa.com. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 

The Rome Cavalieri Hilton

The Rome Cavalieri Hilton has launched Tea with Tiepolo, a sophisticated new afternoon tea menu named after the three famous works of art by the 18th century Venetian master, Giovanni Battista Tiepolo which grace the hotel’s lobby.

These are : “Ulysses Discovers Achilles Among the Daughters of Lycomedes”, “The Flaying of Marsyas” and “Hercules and Anteus”. 

Acquired by the hotel’s owning company in May 2006, the paintings are among the most prominent in the hotel’s 1,100 piece collection, which includes a collection of masters’ paintings, French period furniture, rare tapestries and exquisite sculptures.

These are displayed throughout the public areas of the hotel, as well as in guest rooms and suites. 

Acquired by the art connoisseur hotel owners, the collection has been sourced from Sotheby’s and Christie’s over a number of decades and includes works by Giuseppe Zais, Andy Warhol and Nicolò Bambini. While admiring the paintings, guests can also enjoy the rarest and most delicate speciality teas around including :

From Japan:

Gyokury Hikari : made from dark green leaves slowly grown in shaded areas. Its unparalleled mild and sweet aroma makes it one of the best Japanese teas

Kokeicha : one of the most exotic teas produced in Japan whose finely ground leaves are blended with starch and pressed into a leaf shape, and 

Budda Ama-Cha : a green tea whose fresh leaves come from a plantation near Kyoto and which has an intense fragrance and strong flavour.

From China:

Pai Mu Tan :a white tea with a smooth, rich and full-bodied flavour.   

Yin Zhen : which translates to “Silver Needle” and is the ultimate white tea, and   

Keemun : recognized as one of the finest black teas of China, which is for its full-bodied, deep and rich flavour with a hint of smokiness 

Visit : www.cavalieri-hilton.it  Contact : Emily Wilson at Emily@grifcopr.com. 

Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide Alliance members with review copies to members to be on assignment, with commission or who are able to secure one and in return for a credit or review.

Berlitz 

Visit : www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Contact : Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

Visit : www.bradt-travelguides.com. Contact Felicity Stanbridge at felicity.stanbridge@bradtguides.com. 

 

Brit's Guide

Visit : www.foulsham.com. Contact Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

Visit: www.travelbooks.co.uk. Contact: Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

Visit : www.fisherstravelsos.com. Contact Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

 

Globetrotters LogBook

Visit : www.globetrotterslogbook.com Contact : Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Insight 

 

Visit : www.insightguides.com. Contact : Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

Visit: www.inyourpocket.com.  Contact: Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

Visit : www.JanesSmartArt.com. Contact:  Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Lonely Planet
 

Visit: www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact: Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Frank Ruiz at frank.ruiz@lonelyplanet.com, Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Rough Guides 

Visit : www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.  

The next issue

This bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 776 419 8286. 

The next issue of the bulletin will be issued in March 2008. Archived issues are available at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 

The International Travel Writers Alliance
www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com 
 
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides key information and support for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

 

Alliance information is also syndicated to 500 professional travel writers through the North American Travel Journalists Association (www.natja.org), 1200 travel writers through the Society of American Travel Writers (www.satw.org), 600 travel writers through the Professional Writers Association of Canada (www.pwac.ca/blog.htm) and directly to 150 members of the New Zealand Travel Communicators (www.travelcommunicators.co.nz). 
 

 Finally Alliance information also goes to over 1,500 travel and tourist industry representatives.
 

AllWays
 
http://www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com/allways/index.html 
AllWays is a unique package of consumer travel publications from the International Travel Writers Alliance that will roll out in 2008. 
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