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The Alliance monthly bulletin provides key information in a no-frills format for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Archive issues : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

All contacts listed will be pleased to hear from Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Editor: Ashley Gibbins: Ashley@internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 
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· Alerts
Bullet point information of genuine interest to travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 

· Great Hotels of the World has opened the luxurious Palms Hotel in Mumbai, India

Visit: www.ghotw.com/palms-hotel Contact Zoë Martin on +44 (0) 20 7380 8580 or at zmartin@bigpragency.com. 

· The Castle of Mey, Caithness, Scotland: the much loved home of HM Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother

Visit: www.castleofmey.org.uk Contact: Jackie Phillipson on +44 (0) 1202 896698 or at jackie@p-pr.co.uk.

· Italian Hideaways offers gourmet cookery holidays to the Italian region of Bergamo

Visit: www.italianhideaways.co.uk. Contact: Kate Popham on 020 7928 1600 or at kate@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

· Divi Resorts, a collection of nine premium resorts on six stunning Caribbean islands, is undergoing a $175 programme to transform all its resorts

Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton on 212.330.0702 or at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· The Emirates Palace, Abu Dhabi, is the most expensive hotel ever built

Visit: www.emiratespalace.com and www.kempinski.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Opportunities
Group and individual press trip opportunities

For ongoing opportunities visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com and click on opportunities.

The Bordeaux Wine Festival, France 

The 10th 2008 Bordeaux Wine Festival takes place from the 26 to 29 of June on the quays of the left bank of the Garonne River, from the Pont de Pierre to the Bourse Maritime.  
 
Lovers of wine, food, festivity and culture come from all over the world to share these celebrations in the heart of this UNESCO World Heritage Site.  
 
The festival’s tasting pass (13 Euros) includes a glass, glass case, tasting notebook and numerous tickets with special offers.

 
The Bordeaux Aquitaine National Orchestra (conducted by the talented Kwamé Ryan) and the Bordeaux Opera Choir will open the festival with a concert on the 26th June. The musicians and singers will perform Carmina Burana on Place de la Bourse.
 
For the first time, there will also be a ‘son et lumière’ show on the 27, 28, and 29 June: accompanied by music, giant images will be projected onto the Palais Gabriel. 
 
The Port de la Lune will be illuminated as a different firework display brings the end of each evening to a brightly-coloured close.
  
For those who wish to go on a tour of the wine country, a vine pass (70 Euros) provides an opportunity to visit three Châteaux or estates on the same day with a tour guide.

Visit : www.bordeaux.com. Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one and who would like to visit the festival should contact Natasha Claxton  on +44 (0) 20 7384 1333 or at natasha@randr.co.uk 

· Shangri-La hotels – dedicated kids clubs
· Shangri-La’s Fijian Resort, Yanucan Island, Fiji 

· Shangri-La’s Mactan Island Resort and Spa, Cebu, the Philippines 

· Shangri-La’s Barr Al Jissah Resort and Spa, Muscat, Oman 

· The Rasa Sentosa Resort, Singapore 

· Shangri-La’s Tanjung Aru Resort and Spa, Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia 

· Shangri-La’s Rasa Ria Resort, Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia 

· Shangri-La’s Rasa Sayang (five-star) and Golden Sands (four-star) Resorts, Penang, Malaysia 

The Shangri La group will be pleased to consider accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one..  

Visit : www.shangri-la.com. Contact Karen Luard at karen.luard@shangri-la.com. 

 The Champagne-Ardenne region of northern France
With over 3,000 miles of waymarked paths, tracks and country walks, the Champagne-Ardenne region of northern France offers a wide choice rambling and hiking, horse riding and cycling. 

The Champagne-Ardenne Tourist Board is inviting Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one to apply for a place on the following press trips :

Cruise through the Yonne and the Nievre, Burgundy (14 to 18 May 2008)

Cycle along the canals of Bourgogne & Nivernais and discover the natural beauty of this region (Rail from London)

Lakes and rivers of Champagne, Champagne-Ardenne (2 to 5 July)

Discover the 3 lakes of the natural Park of Forêt d’Orient; taste activities on and around the lakes as cycling, jet-ski; visit Langres with its ramparts and its beautiful Renaissance houses; eventually enjoy a boat trip down the Marne canal and a spa break in Bourbonne-les-Bains. (Rail from London)

History & Wartime memories, Champagne-Ardenne (17 to 20 September)

Discover in Colombey-les-Deux-Eglises the new Memorial Charles de Gaulle, dedicated to his life and work and designed by the creators of Caen Memorial. For the 90th Anniversary of the First World War, visit the Fort de la Pompelle, converted today into a museum, and the recent Interpretation Centre of the Great war in Suippes. (Rail from London).

Gastronomy & Art de Vivre, Burgundy (1 to 5 October)


Enjoy the “Art de vivre” of Burgundy with its gastronomy and its wine road by cycling through the vineyard ways. Discover also the best spots of the Cote d’Or and the Southern Burgundy for heritage, food and wine. (Rail from London)

Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com. Contact : Anne Bouet at  anne.bouet@franceguide.com or on +44 (0) 20 7061 6625

MSC Fantasia

MSC Cruises has launched an online competition offering the chance to win one of five cruises on its new ship, MSC Fantasia, which launches December 2008.

MSC Fantasia is the first of two ships due to join the fleet that will offer passengers a chance to enjoy the MSC Yacht Club – an exclusive area with luxury suites and butler service.

MSC Cruises will be delighted to consider offering cruise trip facilities to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : http://www.msccruises.com. Contact : Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com.

Frontier Travel
Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). 
Currently there is considerable interest in Canada for tours, both escorted and self-drive (including camper vans), wildlife (bears and whales particularly) and for food and wine (in which Canada has some undiscovered gems!)
The company will also consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one

 Contact Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.
 
Snowfinder Books
 
Snowfinder books are pocket guides to the slopes of some of the World’s top resorts. Snowfinder USA and Snowfinder France are already published, with editions for Canada and Austria on the way. 
With descriptions of individual slopes and detailed maps they are ideal for first time visitors to a resort or for people wanting to get the most out of their day on the slopes. Sample copies are available for journalists with a view to editorial coverage. 
Alliance members are welcome to request review copies.

Visit : www.wave-finder.com. Contact daveashmore@blueyonder.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.
Press trip to Shakespeare Country

Shakespeare Country is running a family press trip from Friday 30 May - Sunday 1 June.  

The theme is based around fun things to do with the family in Shakespeare Country. There are only 6 places available. Invites are also extended to the journalists partner plus up to 2 children (aged 4 - 17). 
Itinerary :

Friday 30 May 

· Check in at the Holiday Inn from 3pm onwards
· Opportunity to use the leisure facilities (gymnasium, indoor swimming pool, sauna and whirlpool) during the afternoon. Drinks reception at the hotel followed by a three course dinner. 
                        
Saturday 31 May : 

· Royal Shakespeare Company workshop - an introduction to ‘A Midsummer Nights Dream’ and an insight into the practical side of theatre-making.  

· Visit to the Stratford Butterfly Farm to see the largest tropical display of butterflies in the UK.
· City-sightseeing open top buses for journey around the town.
· Visit to Mary Arden’s Farm to discover the daily routine of a 16th century farm and enjoy an afternoon of ‘manners and etiquette’ & ‘bird scaring and broadcasting’.
· Dinner onboard the Bancroft Cruises along the River Avon. 
                        
Sunday 1 June
· Visit to Heritage Motor Centre, home to the world's largest collection of historic British cars. Enjoy a 4x4 experience, go-karts and children's miniature roadway. Lunch at the HMC.
· Tour of Warwick Castle, “Britain’s Greatest Mediaeval Experience". See the world’s biggest siege machine, watch thrilling jousting tournaments, breathtaking birds of prey and daredevil knights. Plus see the new fully interactive and immersive attraction – “Dream of Battle”.    
 
Visit : www.shakespeare-country.co.uk.

Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one who would like to apply for a place on the trip should contact Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk or on 01926 620028.

Leads
Brief information on travel and tourism industry initiatives

Ghost Festival at Bisham Abbey, UK

Fright Nights, the UK ghost hunt specialist, is organising a Ghost Festival at Bisham Abbey on Saturday 10 May to celebrate six years of holding ghost themed events at the 800 year old Abbey. Mentioned in the Doomsday Book, Bisham Abbey played host to Henry VIII and the exiled Elizabeth I. With a building steeped in so much history, it’s of no surprise that the Abbey is reputed to be the third most haunted building in the country.   Visit : www.frightnights.co.uk. For press tickets contact : 
Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.

The Blair Castle International Horse Trials, Scotland
The Blair Castle International Horse Trials, Scotland take place from the 21 to 24 August 2008. Visit : www.blairhorsetrials.co.uk Ginny Lawson at ginny@ginnylawsonpr.com.

Continental Airlines

Continental Airlines, the world’s fifth-largest airline, will launch non-stop flights from London’s Heathrow Airport to both its New York and Houston hubs from 30 March 2008. Continental, together with Continental Express and Continental Connection, has more than 2,900 daily departures throughout the Americas, Europe and Asia, serving 144 domestic and 139 international destinations. Visit : https://www.continental.com. Contact Susan Hutchinson at susan.hutchinson@trimediauk.com
Hot air balloon festival, Ohio

The Frontier Power 27th Hot Air Balloon Festival will be held Friday 6 June through Sunday 8 June over the rolling hills and farms of Coshocton County, Ohio. Visit : www.coshoctonchamber.com.  Contact : Carol Remington at carolremington@coshoctoncounty.net.
Bard on the Beach Shakespeare Festival, Vancouver

The Bard on the Beach Shakespeare Festival takes place in open-air tents in Vanier Park, Vancouver from 29 May to 27 September. Visit : www.bardonthebeach.org.

Also in Vancouver :

· Vancouver International Children's Festival : May 12 – 19 Visit : www.childrensfestival.ca  

· Vancouver International Jazz Festival :June 20 – 29 : Visit :  www.coastaljazz.ca 

· Vancouver Folk Music Festival : July 18 – 20. Visit : www.thefestival.bc.ca 

· Celebration of Light Fireworks Competition : July 23, 26 and 30, August 2. Visit : www.celebration-of-light.com 

Contact : Wendy Underwood at wunderwood@tourismvancouver.com.

The Maldives

The Maldives, an island nation consisting of a group of atolls in the Indian Ocean, is emerging as a top long-haul destination. The Maldives are located south of India's Lakshadweep islands, and about seven hundred kilometres (435 mi) south-west of Sri Lanka. The Maldives' twenty-six atolls encompass a territory featuring 1,192 islets, two hundred and fifty inhabited islands. Visit : www.visitmaldives.com. Contact : Maleeh at maleeh@visitmaldives.com.

Jet Airways

Jet Airways, India’s international airline, has announced three new international services to Abu Dhabi, San Francisco and Hong Kong. The airline will introduce a new daily direct service between Mumbai and Hong Kong on 14 April, start direct flights to Abu Dhabi from Mumbai and Delhi on 23 April 2008 and become the first private Indian airline to connect the financial heart of India, Mumbai, with San Francisco – via Shanghai –from 5 May currently and  flies to 59 destinations in India and beyond, including New York, Toronto, Singapore and Bangkok. Visit www.jetairways.com. Contact : Sarah-Louise Robinson at sarah-louise@keenepa.co.uk
Reasons to write about
More in-depth information on destinations and travel pursuits from partners and agencies looking to work with Alliance members

Wilderness Journeys

Wilderness Journeys, is an adventure travel and ecotourism company operating in 17 countries worldwide.

Initially offering walking and adventure holidays in Scotland, the company has won many awards in the travel industry and has expanded and now offers a wide range of adventure holidays to 17 countries across the world.

It was highly recommended in the Best Tour Operator category of the Global Responsible Tourism Awards 2006.
Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Its adventure holidays include :

Trekking Adventure in Venezuela

Venezuela is in many ways the forgotten country of South America. Indeed, the remote ‘tepuis’ (table mountains) of the south inspired Arthur Conan Doyles’s book ‘The Lost World – and many of them remained unclimbed today. This adventurous itinerary spends 7 days trekking on the beautiful Auyantepui before undertaking a river expedition which ends with a camp under Angel Falls – the highest waterfall in the world. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com/adventures.php?tripID=166.

Trekking Safari in Botswana
Botswana’s profile has been raised by the books and TV adaptations of Alexander McCall Smith’s books, The No.1 Ladies’ Detective Agency. But one mystery that remains unsolved is why more tourists have not yet discovered the incredible wildlife experience of Botswana. Its Okavango Delta region is arguably the world’s best destination for wildlife-based tourism. This 10 day adventure holiday follows the zebra migration and combines walking safaris, canoe trips on the delta, exciting game drives in search of lion and boat trips. It would be suitable for inclusion in articles about ‘best wildlife experiences’ or the ‘wildest safaris on earth’. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com/adventures.php?tripID=310. 

Sailing & Walking to St Kilda,. Scotland 

Visiting the mystical archipelago of St Kilda is something that many people dream about but few people ever do. The islands are often referred to as the islands on the edge of the world. Wilderness Scotland’s 10 day holiday combines sailing on a 70 year old traditional yacht through the Inner and Outer Hebrides to St Kilda, enjoying guided walks on several islands along the way. This trip is the ultimate island-hopping adventure and eco-friendly as it is powered by the wind. Visit : www.wildernessscotland.com/adventures.php?tripID=40.  

Sea-Kayaking for Beginners, Scotland

Sea-Kayaking is one of the fastest growing outdoor sports in the UK. And luckily for us, the Highlands of Scotland is widely recognised as being one of the world’s premiere destinations for the activity, as it boasts rich marine wildlife, outstanding scenery – and waters, which are gratefully warmed by the Gulf Stream. This short break is perfect for outdoors people keen to try a new activity. Visit : www.wildernessscotland.com/adventures.php?tripID=130.  

Contact : Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635.

The coastal resorts in the East of England 

Suffolk Coastal - Aldeburgh and Felixstowe


With 40 miles of Heritage Coast, set in an 'Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty' - the Suffolk Coast (Aldeburgh and Felixstowe) offers peace and tranquillity even at the height of summer.

Essex Sunshine Coast - Clacton, Frinton and Walton


Clacton, Frinton and Walton, which are being branded the Essex Sunshine Coast are traditional seaside resorts offering award winning beaches in Clacton-on-Sea and the historical port of Harwich.

Great Yarmouth


One of the UK's most popular seaside resorts, Great Yarmouth offers family entertainment, miles of sandy beaches, a maritime heritage and quality accommodation. The area includes Gorleston-on-Sea and neighbouring coastal/rural villages.

West Norfolk Coast - Hunstanton


West Norfolk offers long stretches of sandy beaches, combined with the classic seaside facilities at the resort of Hunstanton.

The Sunrise Coast - Lowestoft and Southwold


The Sunrise Coast, as it is being branded, includes the resorts of Lowestoft and Southwold. The area also has award-winning beaches and is the southern gateway to The Broads.

North Norfolk Coast


North Norfolk offers a number of classic seaside resorts and little harbour towns. Much of it is designated an 'Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty' internationally known for its wildlife.

East of England Tourism will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit : visiteastofengland.com.  Contact Janice Kent on +44 (0)1284 727 487 or at jkent@eet.org.uk. 

A place to stay

Opportunities for Alliance members to review new and unusual accommodation

The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas

The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City.

San Antonio in the northern part of South Texas is the second-largest city in the state and a cultural gateway into the American Southwest. 

Adjacent to the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Centre and the famed San Antonio River Walk, the Grand Hyatt features a glass dominated design by Looney & Associates of Dallas that ‘reflects a modern sensibility and a Latin flair, incorporating dramatic, sophisticated lighting and a colour palette inspired by the region’s Mexican heritage.  

Local artists were commissioned to produce paintings and sculptures featured prominently in the hotel to express the particular combination of both the traditional and the modern that make up San Antonio style.     
Dining options include the 350-seat Achiote River Café, on the river level of the hotel.

Global Hyatt Corporation, has a portfolio of more than 750 hotels and resorts in over 45 countries. 

The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit www.hyatt.com. Contact Alison Wood on +44 (0)207 385 7090 or at Alison@grifcopr.com.

Raemoir House, Scotland

Raemoir House is one of the most architecturally stunning country house hotels and working estates in the Highlands of Scotland.

Situated in Royal Deeside, 30 miles from Aberdeen, this luxury hotel is surrounded by 3,500 acres of parkland and forest.
  

Raemoir dates from 1715 and is divided into two sections the original Ha Hoose (the name derives from Hall House) to the more modern aspect, which is now the main house which was built 100 years later. The house is built in granite, the famed stone of this region and on sunny days the house seems to reflect the brilliance of the sun that bounces off the stonework.

 

Raemoir has a total of 20 individually styled bedrooms - many of the rooms provide views stretching out over the verdant rolling lawns of the house to the wooded estate and fields beyond.  

 

Historic houses nearby include Balmoral and Crathes Castle and outdoor activities which can be arranged during your stay include skiing at the nearby Lecht and Glenshee snowfields, walking, gliding, quad biking, clay pigeon shooting, pony trekking, mountain biking and canoeing.

 

Raemoir House will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit : www.raemoir.com. Su Hesketh on +44 (0) 131 311 7050 or at su@crimsonedge.co.uk 

The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas 

The Peace and Plenty, resort in Exuma, Bahamas has celebrated its 50th anniversary with the award of the Historical Site antiquity plaque for standing the test of time in the Caribbean.  

Exuma is a district of the Bahamas, consisting of over 360 islands (or cays) of which Great Exuma, at 37 mi (60 km) in length, is the largest. 

The largest city in the district is George Town (permanent population 1,000), founded 1793 and located on Great Exuma. The Tropic of Cancer runs through the city.

The 32-room colonial style hotel, which is located in George Town, overlooks Elizabeth Harbour.

It was originally built by Lawrence Lewis of Richmond, Virginia, who was heir to the Henry Flagler railroad fortune and used as a private fishing club.

The Peace and Plenty will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : http://www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact : Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

Titchwell Manor Hotel, Norfolk, UK

Titchwell Manor Hotel, near Brancaster overlooking North Norfolk’s unspoilt coast, is a smart retreat for those seeking fine dining in stylish surroundings. It offers a delightful fusion of modernity and traditional values with contemporary furnishings. 

Norfolk is a low-lying county in East Anglia in the east of southern England. It has borders with Lincolnshire to the west, Cambridgeshire to the west and southwest and with Suffolk to the south. Its northern and eastern boundaries are the North Sea coast, including The Wash.

 
The hotel has stunning, uninterrupted views across open marshes to the North Sea with its golden sands, while the nearby RSPB Titchwell Marsh nature reserve is a haven for wildlife all year round. 
 
Titchwell Manor is owned by Margaret Snaith and her husband Ian who bought it back in 1988. 

They have since transformed the former Victorian farmhouse into an elegant hotel, retaining the high ceilings and open fires in the ground floor lounges and Seafood Bar, and adding contemporary new rooms around a courtyard herb garden.

The hotel will be happy to consider requests for accommodation from Alliance members on assignment with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.titchwellmanor.com.   Contact : Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com.
Helpful Holidays, UK

Helpful Holidays, has a portfolio have over 600 UK holiday homes, including a Georgian country house for sixteen on a 6,000 acre Devon estate; a waterside house with boats for ten in the popular sailing centre of Newton Ferrers, south Devon; a former threshing mill for twelve near North Bovey on Dartmoor and a stylish period cottage for five tucked away in the heart of Appledore on North Devon’s coast.  

The company will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact : Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com.
The Rocco Forte Collection

Rocco Forte’s The Balmoral – Edinburgh’s Ghost Festival, 9 to 18 May

The 10-day annual event begins on 9th May and delves deeply into the city’s fascinating past and its haunted locations. Highlights include a scientific experiment from Edinburgh University’s Department of Parapsychology and an exclusive event with Most Haunted star Richard Felix. Stay at the Rocco Forte’s The Balmoral, the city’s most famous hotel and centrally-located on Prince’s Street.

Rocco Forte’s Hotel Astoria, St Petersburg – Stars of the White Nights Festival, 11 May to 13 July
St Petersburg's famous Mariinsky Theatre will be hosting its annual Stars of the White Nights festival from 11th May–13th July. The festival, which stages operas, ballets and symphonies, has become the epitome of Russian culture, but for a true Russian experience stay at Rocco Forte’s Hotel Astoria. Situated on St Isaac’s Square in the heart of the city, the hotel boasts an exquisite selection of chilled vodkas and the best Russian caviar. 

Rocco Forte’s Hotel Amigo, Brussels – Eurantica art and antiques fair, 16th-19th May
Eurantica is Belgium’s largest art and antiques fair, attracting Europe’s leading dealers and galleries and making it a goldmine for both dedicated and novice collectors. Rocco Forte’s Hotel Amigo is offering entrance to the fair and a brochure, plus two tickets to the Royal Museum of Fine Arts Belgium, as part of a two-night package. The package costs from 498 Euro (approx £394) for two people staying two nights, including breakfast and a martini cocktail each. 

Rocco Forte’s Brown’s Hotel, London – Chelsea Flower Show, 17 to 25 May
As London’s oldest hotel, it’s only fitting that Rocco Forte’s Brown’s Hotel is paying homage to the Chelsea Flower Show, a long-standing British institution, with two floral-themed packages. In the spa, you can enjoy a luxurious face, shoulder and head massage with a blend of rose and primrose oil to re-energize the skin’s natural regenerative process, whilst your feet are relaxing in a bowl of warm water with scattered rose petals (£60 pp). In the English Tea Room, you can opt for specially-created Traditional Afternoon Tea complete with scones with rose strawberry jam, violet blueberries macaroons, elderflower jelly with apple compote crumble and fig & lavender tartlet, served with Rosebud or Jasmine Tea (£35 pp). 

Rocco Forte’s The Lowry Hotel, Manchester – Contemporary Art Biennial, 24 to 26 May
Tatton Park Biennial will commission up to 30 new works from artists, performers and writers, to reflect Tatton's internationally renowned gardens of distinction. Rocco Forte's The Lowry Hotel is offering exclusive tours with curators. on the 24th-26th May, as well as 7th-8th June, 19th -20th July, 9th and 10th August and 28th 

Rocco Forte’s Le Richemond, Geneva – Open Doors at Genevese Cellars, 24 May
On 24th May, over 100 wine cellars within the city of Geneva and in villages in the surrounding countryside will open to the public. As well as wine tasting and buying, there will be food and music making it a fun and lively way of sampling the local produce and visiting the city. Stay at Rocco Forte’s Le Richemond and you’ll be in the heart of the city, on the edge of the lake. Prices start from 450 CHF (approx £225) per room, per night. To book visit www.roccofortecollection.com or call 0800 988 4040.

Rocco Forte’s Hotel Savoy, Florence - China: At the court of The Emperors, throughout May
Florence is hosting a spectacular new exhibition of China’s Golden Age. China: At the court of The Emperors brings together masterpieces from the more traditional Han style to the elegance of the Tang dynasty (25 - 907) and will be on display at the Palazzo Strozzi until 8 June 2008. Rocco Forte’s Hotel Savoy is including entrance to the exhibition and the official catalogue in-room upon arrival as part of a special package. The package ensures access to this exclusive event so guests won’t miss the chance to see the splendid frescoes and stone sculptures, exquisite gold and silver objects, precious ceramics, spectacular terracotta statues and precious jewels and rich lacquers of the Tang Dynasty, many of which have never been seen before in the West. 

Rocco Forte’s Hotel de Russie, Rome – Emperor Augustus’s home opens to the public
Four frescoed rooms in the home Emperor Augustus on Rome's Palatine Hill has recently opened to the public, offering a unique insight into ancient Roman life. Said to be the most splendid surviving examples of Roman wall painting, the frescoes have been painstakingly pieced back together during a 1.5 million Euro restoration of the house. Visit this, and Rome’s other incredible relics, with a weekend break at the Hotel de Russie. Situated just off the Spanish steps, the hotel is perfectly located for sightseeing and with its extensive gardens and restful spa, is a tranquil retreat from the hustle and bustle of the city. 

The Rocco Forte Collection comprises:

· Hotel de Russie, Rome

· Hotel Savoy, Florence

· The Balmoral, Edinburgh

· The Lowry Hotel, Manchester

· Hotel Astoria, St Petersburg

· Hotel Amigo, Brussels

· Brown’s Hotel, London 

· Villa Kennedy, Frankfurt

· Hotel de Rome, Berlin

· Le Richemond, Geneva 

· The Charles Hotel, Munich 

The Rocco Forte hotel group will be pleased to consider offering accommodation and support to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one. Visit www.roccofortecollection.com. Contact : Sue Heady at SHeady@roccofortecollection.com. 
Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members on assignment, with commission or who are able to secure one and in return for a credit or review.

Berlitz 

Visit : www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Contact : Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

Visit: www.bradtguides.com
Contact: Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

Visit : www.foulsham.com. Contact Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

Visit: www.travelbooks.co.uk. Contact: Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

Visit : www.fisherstravelsos.com. Contact Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

Visit : www.africa-adventure.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

Visit : www.globetrotterslogbook.com Contact : Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Insight 

 

Visit : www.insightguides.com. Contact : Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

Visit: www.inyourpocket.com.  Contact: Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

Visit : www.JanesSmartArt.com. Contact:  Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Lonely Planet
 

Visit: www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact: Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Mile Oak Publishing Inc. 

Visit : www.i75online.com and http://www.flonline.info/. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com. 

Morris Communications 

Visit : www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com. 

Rough Guides 

Visit : www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.   

The Alliance bulletin

This bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@internationaltravelwritersalliance.com or +44 (0) 776 419 8286. 

Archive issue of the bulletin are available at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 

The International Travel Writers Alliance
www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com 
 
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides key information and support for 7,000 professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

 

Alliance information is also syndicated to 500 professional travel writers through the North American Travel Journalists Association (www.natja.org), 1200 travel writers through the Society of American Travel Writers (www.satw.org), 600 travel writers through the Professional Writers Association of Canada (www.pwac.ca/blog.htm) and directly to 150 members of the New Zealand Travel Communicators (www.travelcommunicators.co.nz). 
 

 Finally Alliance information also goes to over 1,500 travel and tourist industry representatives.
 

AllWays

 
AllWays, the consumer travel service from the International Travel Writers Alliance, will launch in June 2008.

You can check offline progress of the initiative at : http://www.allways.darkego.net/ and to register as an AllWays traveller at : http://www.allwaystraveller.com/. 
The AllWays package 
In brief, AllWays will comprise :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue newsletters and updates, which will be emailed to AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
In addition :
· AllWays magazine : which launches later in the year, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : which will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility.
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The Alliance monthly bulletin provides key information in a no-frills format for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Archive issues : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Editor: Ashley Gibbins: Ashley@internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 

In this issue 

1 Alerts 

Bullet point information of interest to travel writers, editors and broadcasters. 

2 : Opportunities

Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one are invited to apply for group or individual press trip opportunities.

· Meet the Bordeaux, France you don't know (May & July) 

· Wine & Golf in Bordeaux (May & September)

· The MSC Lirica
· Small Families
· Press trips to Brittany, France

· The Deer Park Country Hotel, Devon, UK

· The Isles of Scilly

· Press trips to Picardy, France

· The Castle of Mey, Caithness, Scotland

· Howard's House Hotel, Wiltshire, England
· La Pleta, Spain

· The Langtry Manor Hotel, Dorset, England

3: Leads

Brief information on travel and tourism industry initiatives

4: Reasons to write about …

More in-depth information on destinations of interest.

· The Jersey Boys
· The eight wonders of Kansas

· Captain Cook Cruises

· The Lobkowicz Palace Museum, Prague and the castle of Nelahozeves

· The Maldives
· The kids sports camp in Barbados
· Independence of the Seas and Virgin live link
· Walking in Malawi 

· Agritourism in Kansas and Oklahoma

6: A place to stay
More in-depth information on destinations of interest.
· Club Peace and Plenty, the Bahamas
· New lodge on Lake Malawi

· Tented camp in Bostwana
· The Kempinski Hotel Bahía Estepona, Spain

6: Travel guides 

Our travel publishers will be happy to provide Alliance members with review copies in return for a credit or review.

· Alerts
Bullet point information of interest to travel writers, editors and broadcasters. 

Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one are invited to get in touch with the contacts show.

· Great Hotels of the World has opened the luxurious Palms Hotel in Mumbai, India

Visit: www.ghotw.com/palms-hotel Contact Zoë Martin on +44 (0) 20 7380 8580 or at zmartin@bigpragency.com. 

· The Castle of Mey, Caithness, Scotland: the much loved home of HM Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother

Visit: www.castleofmey.org.uk Contact: Jackie Phillipson on +44 (0) 1202 896698 or at jackie@p-pr.co.uk.

· Italian Hideaways offers gourmet cookery holidays to the Italian region of Bergamo

Visit: www.italianhideaways.co.uk. Contact: Samantha Marsh on 020 7928 1600 or at Samantha.marsh@saltmarshpr.co.uk

· Divi Resorts, a collection of nine premium resorts on six stunning Caribbean islands, is undergoing a $175 programme to transform all its resorts

Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton on 212.330.0702 or at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· The Emirates Palace, Abu Dhabi, is the most expensive hotel ever built

Visit: www.emiratespalace.com and www.kempinski.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Opportunities
Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one are invited to apply for group or individual press trip opportunities.

For ongoing opportunities visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com and click on opportunities.

Wine & Golf in Bordeaux (May & September)

 

The CIVB (Conseil Interprofessionel du Vin de Bordeaux) is inviting UK based Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one to apply for places on two wine and golf press trips from 12-16 May and 15-19 September. 

It is possible to request the full five days or have a tailor made few days. The same applies if members would like to arrive in Bordeaux early or stay on later at your own expense.

 

The Wine & Golf in Bordeaux itinerary includes:

· Friendly golf with a winemaker from each appellation, playing the game and talking about wine

· Enjoying local cuisine

· Staying in Châteaux, a golf hotel and a luxury spa

 

Contact Natasha Claxton at Natasha@randr.co.uk or on 020 7384 1333 (or in her absence Rosamund Hitchcock or Eleanor Standen).

Meet the Bordeaux you don't know (May & July)
 

The CIVB (Conseil Interprofessionel du Vin de Bordeaux) is inviting UK based Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one to apply for places on two wine and tourism press trips from 26-30 May and 7-10 July.  

It is possible to request the full five days or have a tailor made few days.

The same applies if members would like to arrive in Bordeaux early or stay on later at your own expense.

 

The planned itinerary includes : a session at the Bordeaux Wine School; a guided tour of Bordeaux city; a isit of la Winery Philippe Raoux (wine tourist centre); a night at ‘The Pink Château’ (Ch Loudenne); oysters in Arcachon and lunch with winemakers and famous area trips including St Emilion

 

BA flies from Gatwick (leaving at 7:55 or 13:45 and returning 11:15 or 17:05).  easyJet flies from Luton (leaving at 13:20 and returning at 16:30).  Many other UK airports fly direct to Bordeaux.

 

Contact Natasha Claxton at Natasha@randr.co.uk or on 020 7384 1333 (or in her absence Rosamund Hitchcock or Eleanor Standen).

The MSC Lirica 

After a surprise inspection by the US Public Health in San Juan, Puerto Rico, its officials awarded MSC Lirica a perfect score of 100 following a rigorous examination. It is the third perfect score for the MSC Cruises’ vessel and the second in a row. The ship was awarded a score of 100 during a surprise Christmas Eve inspection in St. Thomas, V.I.

 

MSC Cruises currently has a fleet of eight ships: MSC Orchestra, MSC Musica, MSC Sinfonia, MSC Opera, MSC Armonia, MSC Lirica, MSC Melody and MSC Rhapsody, cruising in the Mediterranean, Northern Europe, the Atlantic Ocean, the Caribbean and South America. 

In the spring of 2008 MSC Poesia, the third ship in the “Musica” class will join the fleet, followed in the autumn of 2008 and spring 2009 by MSC Fantasia and MSC Splendida. These will be two of the largest ships built by a European ship owner. In 2010 MSC Magnifica, the fourth ship in the Musica class will enter service.

 

MSC Cruises will be delighted to consider offering cruise trip facilities to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : http://www.msccruises.com. Contact : Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com.

The Komodo dragon in Bali 

Amanwana, Amanresort’s luxury tented camp on Moyo Island, East Bali also offers the Komodo Expedition, a seven-night expedition visiting the only two islands in the world which support the Komodo dragon’s natural habitat. 

The cruise starts in the small fishing village of Labuan Bajo, where guests board the Ikan Gurami, a traditional 27 metre luxury coastal cruiser, which combines the romance of a spice trading sailing ship with modern amenities.  

The cruise visits the Komodo National Park, a World Heritage Site, where guests are escorted, by park rangers, to view the Komodo dragon in its natural habitat.  

In addition to Komodo dragons, guests will also get the chance to see other wildlife, including deer, buffalo, monkeys and wild horses.
The Ikan Gurami is accompanied by an 11 metre power cruiser, which is ideal for sightseeing, game fishing and trips to reefs and secluded beaches. Divers can enjoy some of the world’s most pristine and diverse marine sites, including the colourful reefs of Tatawa Island.
After five days cruising, the Ikan Gurami makes it way to Amanwana on Moyo Island, where guests spend two nights in luxury tents in a wilderness hideaway. Whilst at Amanwana, guests can trek through the jungle to see the wildlife, waterfalls and limestone pools and also relax with spa treatments and watersports. 

Amanresorts was founded by Adrian Zecha as a collection of intimate retreats in beautiful surrounds. 

The first resort, Amanpuri in Phuket, Thailand, introduced the concept from which Amanresorts has grown to encompass 18 resorts located in Bhutan, Cambodia, France, French Polynesia, Indonesia, India, Morocco, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Turks & Caicos Islands and USA. 
Amanresort will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on assignment with a commission or who are able to obtain one.  Visit www.amanresorts.com. Contact Tiggy Dean on +44 (0) 20 8875 9923 or at tiggy@hillanddeanpr.com. 
Small Families
Small Families, the UK operator for single parent holidays is adding an additional departure to Tunisia on 12 April.

Small Families was launched in 2002 to address the travel needs of single parents. 
Tunisia is a country situated on the Mediterranean coast of North Africa. It is bordered by Algeria to the west and Libya to the southeast. It is the northernmost African country and the smallest of the nations situated along the Atlas mountain range. 

Although the smallest country in North Africa, Tunisia offers plenty to see and do, all set against a background of palms, jasmine bushes and orange trees.

 

Guests stay at the recently refurbished Hotel Mediterranee, which is located on a safe sandy beach and set in tropical gardens. 

Small families will be delighted to consider press facilities for Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

 

Visit www.smallfamilies.co.uk or www.singleparent.travel
 

Contact : Amy Woodyatt on 01603 611031 or at amy.woodyatt@partnership-plus.co.uk
Press trips to Brittany, France

Brittany is a province of France and the name of the cultural area whose limits correspond to the old province and independent duchy. 

It occupies a large peninsula in the northwest of France, lying between the English Channel to the north and the Bay of Biscay to the south. 

Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one can apply for places on one or more of a number of press trips to Brittany. 

These are :

· 20-25 April - Brittany (Wed-Sat) Golf (Brittany Ferries)

· 13-16 May - Brittany (Tues-Fri) Camping/Families

· 5-7 July - Brittany (Thurs-Mon) Tour de France

· 4-7 October - Brittany (Sat-Tues) Golf (Brittany Ferries)

· tbc October - Brittany (Dates TBC) Gastronomy

· tbc December - Brittany (Dates TBC) Short Breaks & Shopping

Contact : Nicola Cutler on +44 (0) 208 877 4504 or at nicola@representationplus.co.uk.

The Deer Park Country Hotel, Devon, UK

The Deer Park Hotel is a 17th Century English country house set in over 80 acres of stunning Devon countryside with magnificent views.  

All the rooms are individually styled to compliment the elegant and charming surroundings. The hotel also boats an elegant restaurant, with a fine reputation and a focus on using locally sourced ingredients.  

Whilst activities tend to be leisurely at Deer Park there are plenty of things to participate in including, swimming in the heated outdoor pool, enjoying tennis, croquet or putting on the green. 

If you are interested in writing about country pursuits, then why not come along and have a lesson in fly fishing (trout season April - Sept) in the hotel's private 5 miles stretch of the Rover Otter. 

The Deer Park Country Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation and meals to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. 

Visit: www.deerparkcountryhotel.co.uk. Contact: Lynda Izon on +44 (0) 845 6038456 or at lynda@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

The Isles of Scilly

The Isles of Scilly, an archipelago of islands off the south western most tip of the UK, are designated an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

The islands offer sandy beaches and sub tropical islands such as Tresco, through to the main island of St Mary's with its pubs and restaurants.

The Isles of Scilly is able to provide a wealth of travel writing opportunities - from short breaks, and romantic getaways for couples, to family breaks - from hotels and self catering to traditional camping holidays and course weddings. 

Flights to the Scillies are available from Southampton, Cardiff, Bristol, Exeter, Newquay, Bournemouth and Land's End by fixed wing aircraft and helicopter from Penzance, in addition to Ferry from Penzance.

The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. 

Visit : http://www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Lynda Izon on +44 (0) 845 6038456 or at lynda@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

Press trips to Picardy 

Picardy is an historical province of France, in the north of France. The historical capital and largest city is Amiens.

Most of Picardy is a vast plain with open fields, famed for the gruesome Battle of the Somme. 

Villages of Picardy have a distinct character, with their houses made of dark red bricks, in contrast with the neighbouring provinces.

Nature and environment, 11 to 13 April 2008

Only 2 hours drive from Calais and easily reachable thanks to the direct motorway, Picardy is the perfect region in Northern France for a short break. If you're looking for something a bit different, then this is the place to be. Discover and explore how Nature is respected in Picardy: wide open spaces, organic vegetable growers, local producers, outdoor activities, bird watching, parks and gardens…. This press trip will take place during the Bird and Nature festival in the Bay of Somme.

Transportation: Eurostar from London Saint Pancras to Lille on Friday morning, return on Sunday evening

Parks and gardens, 30 May to 2 June 2008

With 72 parks and gardens open to the public and more than one million visitors every year, gardens are definitely part of the picardian Art de Vivre. Only 2 hours drive from Calais, Picardy is the perfect French region to take advantage of the natural beauty of flowers and plants. Many gardeners are eager to tell you about their garden and to teach a little bit about their know-how. What’s more, no less than 30 events are organized from April onwards. So let’s share one of the greatest passions of the Picardians! Transportation: Eurostar from London Saint Pancras to Lille on Friday morning, return on Sunday evening

Charming Picardy, 5 to 7 September 2008

Relax in a cosy and traditional guest house, taste authentic and fine food such as Maroilles cheese, crème Chantilly, Ficelle Picarde (pancakes filled with ham and mushrooms), or curl up by the fireside with a glass of Picardian Champagne (10% of the Champagne vineyards are located in Picardy). Meet local producers, stroll around the little markets, and admire Gerberoy, listed as one of the ‘most beautiful villages of France’… Just come over for a short visit and be charmed by Picardy. Transportation: Eurostar from London Saint Pancras to Lille on Friday morning, return on Sunday evening

Scotland discovers Picardy, 3 to 5 October 2008

Easily reachable from Glasgow airport to Beauvais thanks to daily Ryanair Flights (90 minutes flight time); Picardy is a perfect weekend destination for Scottish visitors searching for an authentic region of France. During the trip, you will get a sampling of what Picardy has to offer: the Somme battlefields, gothic cathedrals, chateaux and Amiens, the capital of Picardy (Jules Verne’s House, the floating gardens, the cathedral), 72 parks and gardens, outdoor activities such as horse riding, sand yachting, cycling, hiking, golfing and the bay of Somme, listed as one of the most beautiful bays in the world. Cosy guest houses, authentic food, and even Picardian Champagne! And last but not least – the Picardians themselves: behind every historic site and gourmet tradition, there's a Picardian willing to share their passion and help you discover the region in a new way. Transportation: Ryan air flight from Glasgow to Beauvais on Friday morning, return on Sunday evening.  

Visit : www.picardietourisme.com. Contact : Amelie Leroy at amelie.leroy@franceguide.com or on +44 (0)207 061 6630.

The Castle of Mey, Caithness, Scotland

The Castle of Mey, Caithness, Scotland - once the much loved home of HM Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, is now set up as a trust and as a tourist destination attracting more than 29,000 visitors annually.

Set on the outmost coast of north Scotland just up from John O Groats, the castle offers a stunning garden, Eco friendly visitor centre - which was officially opened by HRH Prince of Wales, and an animal centre - which will be officially opened this year. 
There is accommodation in the grounds at the castle.

Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one can request accommodation in the grounds. 

Visit : www.castleofmey.org.uk. Contact : Jackie Phillipson on +44 (0) 1202 896698 or at jackie@p-pr.co.uk.

Howard's House Hotel, Wiltshire, England 
 

The Howard's House Hotel, is a family owned and run small hotel in Wiltshire, UK.

Wiltshire is a county in the south west of England. It is landlocked and borders the counties of Dorset, Somerset, Hampshire, Gloucestershire, Oxfordshire and Berkshire. Wiltshire is characterised by its high downland and wide valleys. Salisbury Plain is famous as the location of Stonehenge stone circle and other ancient landmarks. The city of Salisbury is notable for its cathedral. The county town is Trowbridge.

Owner Noele Thompson, runs the hotel with a small friendly team which includes her son in law, an excellent chef specialising in local seasonal produce.

The Howard Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.howardshousehotel.com. Contact : Jackie Phillipson on +44 (0) 1202 896698 or at jackie@p-pr.co.uk.

La Pleta, Spain 

La Pleta is a luxury mountain retreat located in the picturesque resort of Baqueira in the Spanish Pyrenees. 

Spain’s premier ski resort, it is frequented by the Spanish elite including the Royal family. 

In the summer, the mountains remain a haven of activity, offering hiking, mountain biking, white water rafting etc. 

Foodies visiting La Pleta this summer will be able to enjoy a special three-night package including guided daily excursions into the surrounding mountains and valleys to hand-pick tasty wild mushrooms including ceps and rovellons (saffron milk caps), seasonal berries and succulent snails. 

On returning to the hotel, the chefs will select the very best of the ingredients harvested earlier in the day to create a sumptuous menu of mouth-watering local dishes in the hotel
s renowned fine dining restaurant, Del Gel al Foc.

A member of Small Luxury Hotels of the World, La Pleta is the flagship property of Rafael Hotels, operators of three other hotels in Madrid and Barcelona. The hotel underwent a major redevelopment in 2004, including the addition of the Occitania Spa.

La Pleta will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.lapleta.com. Contact : Jodie Fenn at jodie@bacall.net.

The Langtry Manor Hotel, Dorset, England

The Langtry Manor Hotel, Dorset, which is family owned and run hotel based in Dorset, was the love nest of King Edward and Lillie Langtry.

Dorset, a county in South West England on the English Channel coast, is famous for the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site, which features landforms such as Lulworth Cove, the Isle of Portland, Chesil Beach and Durdle Door. 

The county also includes the holiday resorts of Bournemouth, Poole, Weymouth, Swanage, and Lyme Regis. Dorset is the principal setting of the novels of Thomas Hardy, who was born near Dorchester. 

The county has a long history of human settlement and some notable archaeology, including the hill forts of Maiden Castle and Hod Hill. The county town is Dorchester.

The Howard Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.langtrymanor.co.uk. Contact : Jackie Phillipson on +44 (0) 1202 896698 or at jackie@p-pr.co.uk.

Leads
Brief information on travel and tourism industry initiatives 

Tango festival in Slovenia
The 4th International Tango Festival takes place in Cankarjev Dom in Ljubljana, the capital of Slovenia between 10 April and 13 April 2008. The event attracts Slovenian tango lovers and dancers from many European countries and from theUSA. Visit : www.tangoslovenia.com and www.tango.si. Contact : Lucija Jager at lucija.jager@slovenia.info.

Continental Airlines

Continental Airlines, Boeing and GE Aviation are to conduct a biofuels demonstration flight in the first half of 2009 in an effort to identify sustainable fuel solutions for the aviation industry. Visit : visit www.continental.com/uk. Contact :  George Morrison at george.morrison@trimediauk.com.

Edinburgh, Scotland 
The largest chimpanzee enclosure in the world has opened at Edinburgh Zoo. The Budongo Trail, a specialised enclosure, which can house up to 40 chimpanzees, represents a £5.65 million investment by Edinburgh Zoo and will be a highlight for the 650,000 visitors who visit the Zoo each year. Visit : www.edinburghzoo.org.uk. Contact : Andrew Moffat at Andrew.Moffat@visitscotland.com.

Edinburgh, Scotland
Notorious 17th Century body snatchers Burke & Hare will be the focus of a movie filmed in Edi Edinburgh, Scotland 
The largest chimpanzee enclosure in the world has opened at Edinburgh Zoo. The Budongo Trail, a specialised enclosure, which can house up to 40 chimpanzees, represents a £5.65 million investment by Edinburgh Zoo and will be a highlight for the 650,000 visitors who visit the Zoo each year. Visit : www.edinburghzoo.org.uk. Contact : Andrew Moffat at Andrew.Moffat@visitscotland.com.

Edinburgh, Scotland

Notorious 17th Century body snatchers Burke & Hare will be the focus of a movie filmed in Edinburgh’s historic Grassmarket to be released later this year. The Meat Trade features Colin Firth and Robert Carlyle as the main characters. Visit : www.grassmarket.net. Contact : Andrew Moffat at Andrew.Moffat@visitscotland.com.

Glasgow, Scotland
The Glasgow International Piping Festival, an annual celebrations of Scottish culture, runs in Glasgow from Monday August 11 to Sunday 17 August. Visit : www.pipinglive.co.uk. Contact : Andrew Moffat at Andrew.Moffat@visitscotland.com.

Qantas
Qantas is to increase services to Australia’s Northern Territory from June 2008, adding a total of 3,556

seats each week to Darwin and Alice Springs. Visit : www.qantas.co.uk. Contact : Victoria Robinson at victoriarobinson@qantas.com.au.

Travel for free from Geneva Airport 

Visitors arriving at Geneva International Airport, can pick up a free ticket for public transportation whilst waiting for luggage in the baggage collection area. The ticket, offered by Geneva International Airport, allows free travel on the public transportation system in Geneva and is valid for 80 minutes after collection. Visit : Daniela Kiser at daniela.kiser@switzerland.com
The Windsor Castle Royal Tattoo, UK

The first Windsor Castle Royal Tattoo, will take place during the three evenings of Thursday 8 to Saturday 10 May 2008 in Windsor Castle, Berkshire, UK. This not-for-profit event will raise money for troops returning from Iraq and Afghanistan. The Tattoo will attract 20,000 visitors in total and will be a modern day take on the traditional tattoo, ending with a grand finale set against the floodlit background of Windsor Castle, the show is entitled ‘A Heroes Welcome’. Visit www.windsortattoo.co.uk. Kelly Smith on 01753 847900, kellys@hpower.co.uk
The Aviemore and Cairngorms Walking and Mountain Festival

The Aviemore and Cairngorms Walking and Mountain Festival runs from 10 to 17 May in the spectacular woodland, loch and mountain scenery of Strathspey and the surrounding area. The former Aviemore Walking Festival has been re-launched under its new title to reflect an ever-expanding programme of activities, including rock climbing, canyoning, dog sledding and even spa treatments. visit www.aviemorewalking.com. Contact : Caroline Keith at caroline@thekeithconsultancy.co.uk. 

Singapore’s international cruise terminal

Singapore’s international cruise infrastructure will double in capacity by the year 2010 when the new International Cruise Terminal at Marina South becomes operational.  The two berths at the new facility will be able to accommodate the largest ships both currently in service as well as on the order books with a capacity of 5,400 (the Genesis-class ships), complementing the current two berths at the Singapore Cruise Centre at Harbour Front. Contact : Katie Liddell on 020 7287 0652 or email katie@keenepa.co.uk.

Reasons to write about
More in-depth information on destinations of interest.

The Jersey Boys

The Jersey Boys, a musical based on the lives of Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons tells the story of how four blue-collar boys from New Jersey became one of the biggest American pop bands of the 1960s. 

They sold 175 million records worldwide with hits including Sherry, Walk Like A Man, Big Girls Don’t Cry.

When the group split up Valli continued with an equally successful solo career with hits including Can’t take my eys off you.

The Broadway production, which won four 2006 Tony Awards for Best Musical, Best Actor (John Lloyd Young), Best Featured Actor (Christian Hoff) and Best Lighting Design (Howell Binkley) continues its the August Wilson Theatre and there are productions running in Chicago and Las Vegas. 

The London production opened at the Prince Edward Theatre in March 2008 and the Australian production will open at the Princess Theatre, Melbourne in March, 2009.

New Jersey itself is the most densely populated state in the USA, mainly because parts of the state are suburbs of New York and Philadelphia, both just across the Hudson and Delaware Rivers respectively. 

New Jersey is bordered by the states of Delaware, Pennsylvania, and New York.

New Jersey also has large areas of farmland, parks, and other unspoiled wild areas. You can hike a surprisingly rugged 72-mile leg of the Appalachian Trail and bike or stroll a sizable stretch of its interurban analogue, the ever-lengthening East Coast Greenway.
While The Jersey Boys gives the audience exactly what it wants, which is a 30 or so song run through of the Four Seasons repertoire, it also provides a more sombre insight into the seedier backgrounds of Valli and his fellow band members Tommy DeVito, Bob Gaudio and Nick Massi and the stresses strains and excesses for a band on the road.

The formula and the all round quality of the performances will ensure a substantial run for this musical and the likelihood that it will crop up in venues around the world.    

For The Jersey Boys : visit : www.jerseyboysinfo.com. Contact Peter Thompson at Info@ptassociates.co.uk.

The eight wonders of Kansas

More than 24,000 people from all 50 US states cast votes to determine Kansas’ most important natural or manmade wonders.  

The 8 Wonders of Kansas is a project of the Kansas Sampler Foundation, a non-profit whose mission is to preserve and sustain rural culture and believes that educating the public about what there is to see and do in the state helps make a difference for all Kansas communities, regardless of size.

Big Well : The construction of the 1887 well was an engineering marvel in its day and it is the world’s largest hand-dug well.  www.bigwell.org
Cheyenne Bottoms and Quivira National Wildlife Refuge :These two entities make up the Kansas Wetlands Complex.  They share a vital and international importance as a migratory stop for North American shorebirds. http://ksbyways.org/wetlands/index.html
Eisenhower Presidential Library and Museum :Dwight D. Eisenhower was the only president who also had been a five-star general thus making this display of his remarkable lifetime achievements significant.

http://www.eisenhower.archives.gov
Kansas Cosmosphere & Space Centre :The Cosmosphere has one of the most significant collections of U.S. and Russian space artifacts in the world.  http://www.cosmo.org/
Kansas Underground Salt Museum :The only underground salt museum in a working mine in the western hemisphere showcases our natural treasure, salt, 650 feet below the earth’s surface. http://www.undergroundmuseum.org
Monument Rocks and Castle Rock : These ancient chalk beds have produced scientifically significant fossils and have been highly eroded into unusual spires and shapes, making them spectacular landmarks on the plains of western Kansas. http://www.discoveroakley.com
St Fidelis Church : The architectural grandeur and impressive craftsmanship make this church built by the Volga German pioneers in 1911, a masterpiece. http://www.stfidelischurch.com
Tallgrass Praire National Reserve :The preserve represents the last significant example of the tallgrass prairie in North America. http://www.nps.gov/tapr
Visit www.8wonders.org
Kansas state will be delighted to hear from Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one, and who would be interested in a press trip to Kansas. 

Contact : (UK and Ireland) : Derek Mackenzie-Hook, PR & Marketing Representative (UK and Ireland) at dmh@TravelKsOk.co.ukor or on +44 (0) 8450 533 280 (North America and international) : Lisa Weigt, International Marketing and PR Representative at Lweigt3@cox.net or on 480 664 3076. 

The Lobkowicz Palace Museum, Prague and the castle of Nelahozeves
The Lobkowicz Palace Museum, which has opened on Castle Hill in the heart of Prague, displays the works of art that were housed in the Lobkowicz palace before its restitution, in 2002, to the Lobkowicz family.
 
This new museum has a unique collection of Old Master paintings, musical instruments and manuscripts, spectacular firearms and armor, and rare examples of the decorative arts from over six hundred years of collecting. 

Highlights include the performance manuscripts of Beethoven’s 3rd, 4th and 5th symphonies (the 7th Prince Lobkowicz was the great patron of Beethoven).
The castle of Nelahozeves, one of Bohemia’s finest Renaissance castles, is located in a small village of the same name, approximately 15 miles north of Prague on the Vltava (Moldau) river and the birthplace of the great Czech composer, Antonín Dvořák.

For six centuries it was the home of the Lobkowicz princes who held high positions in the Habsburg empire and were  one of the wealthiest families in Central Europe, with holdings throughout the region. 

The foundation of the Czechoslovak Republic, in 1918, changed the fortunes of the nobility in Czechoslovakia. Maximilian, the young Prince Lobkowicz at the time, supported the new democracy and opposed the rise of Hitler in Nazi Germany. 

He was arrested after the occupation of Czechoslovakia in March 1939 but escaped and served as Czechoslovakia's ambassador in London during the war. After the communist take-over in 1948, he again fled, and all of the family's property was seized.

The Lobkowicz family has now regained some of the property that it lost in 1948, and the current prince William has restored Nelahozeves to its former glory.  

Visit : www.lobkowiczevents.cz . Contact David Krol at dakrol@lobkowiczevents.cz.

Captain Cook Cruises

Captain Cook Cruises operates the PS Murray Princess, a paddle-wheeler specially built to cruise the River Murray, South Australia's second-longest river in its own right (the longest being its tributary the Darling). 

The waters of the Murray flow through several lakes including Lake Alexandrina and The Coorong before emptying through the Murray Mouth into the southeastern portion of the Indian Ocean.

The cruises offer historic and nature-based adventures by cruising through mallee scrub and ancient red gum forests, past towering gorges and ochre-coloured limestone cliffs.

Collectively the combined cruising itineraries navigate over 320kms of the river, visiting historic ports and lush vineyards.

Captain Cook Cruises, a specialist small ship cruising operation, has been operating for over 35 years on the Great Barrier Reef, Fiji, Sydney Harbour and the Murray River. 

Visit : www.captaincook.com.au and www.southaustralia.com. Contact : Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independent-pr.co.uk. 

The Maldives

Specialist tour operator Kuoni Travels has highlighted the Maldives as the favourite long-haul destination for 2007.

The Maldives is an island nation consisting of a group of atolls in the Indian Ocean. 

It is located south of India's Lakshadweep islands, and about seven hundred kilometres south-west of Sri Lanka. The Maldives' twenty-six atolls encompass a territory featuring 1,192 islets, two hundred and fifty islands are inhabited.

The Maldives attracts visitors in search of peace and tranquillity in an island paradise setting, with luxury hotels, resorts and spas, and excellent snorkelling, fishing and scuba diving.

The Maldives attracted a record number of 675,889 visitors during 2007. 

Visit : http://www.visitmaldives.com. Contact : Mohamed Maleeh Jamal at mtpb@visitmaldives.com.

The kids sports camp in Barbados

Some of sport's best known stars will be offering free coaching to children at a sports camp at the University of West Indies sports ground in Bridgetown, Barbados this summer.

Barbados is a caribbean island in the western Atlantic Ocean. Its closest island neighbours are St. Vincent and St. Lucia to the west. To the south lies Trinidad and Tobago and the South American mainland.

Sports stars including football (soccer) legends Sir Geoff Hurst, Alan Hansen, Mark Bright and Peter Shilton will join international cricket stars Gladstone Small and Mike Gatting, and England netball players Olivia Murphy and Alex Astle, to give children between nine and 17 years old coaching in football, netball and cricket (between 5 and 29 August). The camp will be based 

Visit : www.barbados-sports-camp.com. Contact : Tiggy Dean at tiggy@hillanddeanpr.com.

Independence of the Seas and Virgin live link
Royal Caribbean International has teamed up with UK rock and pop station Virgin Radio to host a live, exclusive gig with Scouting For Girls on the top deck of its new Independence of the Seas and broadcast live on Virgin Radio (26 April). 

Royal Caribbean International has 21 ships currently in service and three under construction.  The line also offers unique land-tour vacations in Alaska, Asia, Australia, Canada, Europe and New Zealand through its cruisetour division.  Visit www.cruisingpower.co.uk. 
 

Independence of the Seas features an onboard surfing simulator, rock climbing wall, ice skating rink, shopping and entertainment ‘street’ running through the centre of the ship.

Virgin Radio broadcasts on various UK broadcasting platforms and via the internet at www.virginradio.co.uk. 

Contact : Tara Jackson at tara.jackson@sirenpr.co.uk and Rhiannon Clarke at  rhiannon.clarke@virginradio.co.uk
Walking in Malawi

Walks Worldwide is offering a 15-day fully guided ‘recce’ tour of Malawi, a country on the cusp of a rapid tourism expansion.  

The Republic of Malawi is a democratic, densely populated country located in southeastern Africa. 

It is bordered by Zambia to the north-west, Tanzania to the north and Mozambique, which surrounds it on the east, south and west. 

After several years away from Malawi, Walks Worldwide returns to explore the country’s southern region, including the stunning hills of Thyolo Mountain Forest Reserve, the ‘rather British’ Zomba Plateau and Liwonde National Park, home to the ‘Big Five’.  

Malawi offers a unique combination of attractions - Central Africa's highest mountain, vast plateaux, forests, unspoilt game parks and the continent's third largest lake.  

Visit : www.malawitourism.com. Contact : Kelly White at enquiries@malawitourism.com. 


Agritourism in Kansas and Oklahoma

The new Oklahoma Agritourism Traveller Map features over 300 destinations across the state with details of farms, ranches, wineries, and farmer's markets that are opening their gates, barn doors and fences.

The map also highlights how most of the regions country inn's, Route 66 motor inns, and working cattle ranches can be combined with a regional winery tour, making the most unique and custom "real America" holiday.

Within an hour of Tulsa visitors can tour Grand wine country and visit three unique wineries.  The vineyards range from 2-9 yrs of age and incorporate many different kinds of grapes and on the wine trail you will have the opportunity to taste a large variety of wines and learn about different wine making styles and techniques. 

Kansas currently is home to 15 wineries, which combine to produce more than 50,000 gallons of wine and host thousands of visitors each year.

Using locally grown grapes, berries, and other fruits, these Kansas winemakers produce a wide variety of delicious favourites, including some you won't find anywhere else. 

Kansas vintners have received more than 300 international awards for their wines in recent years, often drawing comparisons to the celebrated wines of California's Napa Valley and the Finger Lakes region in New York.

Visit : www.kansasagritourism.org and www.oklahomaagritourism.com.
The states of Kansas and Oklahoma will be delighted to hear from Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one, and who would be interested in a press trip to Kansas. 

Contact : (UK and Ireland) : Derek Mackenzie-Hook, PR & Marketing Representative (UK and Ireland) at dmh@TravelKsOk.co.ukor or on +44 (0) 8450 533 280. (North America and international) : Lisa Weigt, International Marketing and PR Representative at Lweigt3@cox.net or on 480 664 3076.

A place to stay

New and unusual accommodation for travellers. 

Club Peace and Plenty, the Bahamas

Club Peace and Plenty in the Bahamas has celebrated its 50th anniversary with the award of an Historical Site antiquity plaque

The Bahamas is a North American, English-speaking country consisting of two thousand cays and seven hundred islands that form an archipelago. It is located in the Atlantic Ocean, southeast of Florida and the United States, north of Cuba and the Caribbean, and northwest of the British overseas territory of the Turks and Caicos Islands.

The original 32-room colonial style resort in George Town, the provincial capitol of the Exumas, was built by Lawrence Lewis of Richmond, Virginia, who was heir to the Henry Flagler railroad fortune. 

 

The 1926 hurricane razed most of the original plantation houses on Little and Great Exuma. In the 1950’s tourism revitalized Exuma, with its offer of white sand beaches, temperate Tropic of Cancer weather, world class fishing, a stable government and a friendly local population.

Today, this resort stands as a reminder to the hospitality stakeholders that hotels can be better than vintage wine - the older they get, the more competitive the price they run for unique, tasteful offers.
 

Visit : http://www.peaceandplenty.com/. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com.

New lodge on Lake Malawi

Opening in July 2008, Pumulani, meaning place of rest, is a new lodge situated on the Nankumba Peninsula, on the south side of Lake Malawi.  The lodge is set on a hillside in a national park, now a World Heritage site.

Lake Malawi is the most southerly lake in the Great African Rift Valley system. The lake, third largest in Africa and the ninth largest in the world, is situated between Malawi, Mozambique, and Tanzania. 

The lake's tropical waters teem with more fish species than any other lake on Earth. Famously visited by the Scottish explorer and missionary David Livingstone, Lake Malawi has sometimes historically been referred to by English-speaking people as "Livingstone's Lake."

The main building of the lodge has a dining room and bar, with a large deck and a horizon level swimming pool. The ten villas are surrounded by rocks and trees to give guests plenty of privacy.  

Each villa has a bedroom, sitting area with an elevated deck and bathrooms with double sinks and a stand-alone bath.

Pumulani has its own private beach, with shady gardens along the shore.  Snorkelling, fishing, nature and village walks, kayaking and sunset cruises on the dhow are all available at the lodge. 

Visit : www.cazloyd.com. Contact Tiggy Dean at tiggy@hillanddeanpr.com. 

Tented camp in Bostwana

Colin Bell, the founder of Wilderness Safaris in Southern Africa has gone into partnership with respected conservationists Dereck and Beverly Joubert and Mark Read (head of WWF in South Africa) and bought the Selinda Reserve in Botswana.

The most luxurious camp on the reserve, Zibalianja has been moved two kilometres from its old home and is being completely refurbished.  It is due to open in April 2008 and will offer one of the smallest, most exclusive camps in Africa in the old style safari luxury, embodying the age of exploration and adventure.   

The new site is in the far eastern sector of the Selinda Reserve under jackalberry and red ivory forests, with high wildlife concentrations and elevated views across the floodplains.

Zibalianja will sleep just eight guests in four campaign furnished tents, with en suite copper baths and showers.  Each tent will have a large veranda positioned under the trees, a separate sitting room and a private pool. 

Visit : www.cazloyd.com. Contact Tiggy Dean at tiggy@hillanddeanpr.com. 

The Kempinski Hotel Bahía Estepona, Spain

Following a €7 million hotel renovation, the Kempinski Hotel Bahía Estepona has been given a rejuvenating facelift for 2008. 

With the introduction of new products and treatments from luxurious brand Éminence Organic Skin Care, and a highly qualified homeopathic doctor as Spa Manager and Owner, Kempinski Estepona’s new luxury organic Med-Spa is a first for Spain.

Opened on 1st February 2008, Éminence Med-Spa is the only spa in Spain to feature Éminence products and treatments, which are favoured by Hollywood royalty such as Penelope Cruz and Winona Ryder. 

The Kempinski Hotel Bahía Estepona will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one

Visit : www.kempinski-spain.com. Contact : Emily Wilson at Emily@grifcopr.com.

Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members on assignment, with commission or who are able to secure one and in return for a credit or review.

Berlitz 

Visit : www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Contact : Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

Visit: www.bradtguides.com
Contact: Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

Visit : www.foulsham.com. Contact Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

Visit: www.travelbooks.co.uk. Contact: Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

Visit : www.fisherstravelsos.com. Contact Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

Visit : www.africa-adventure.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

Visit : www.globetrotterslogbook.com Contact : Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Insight 

 

Visit : www.insightguides.com. Contact : Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

Visit: www.inyourpocket.com.  Contact: Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

Visit : www.JanesSmartArt.com. Contact:  Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Lonely Planet
 

Visit: www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact: Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Mile Oak Publishing Inc. 

Visit : www.i75online.com and http://www.flonline.info/. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com. 

Morris Communications 

Visit : www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com. 

Rough Guides 

Visit : www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.   

The Alliance bulletin

This bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@internationaltravelwritersalliance.com or +44 (0) 776 419 8286. 

Archive issue of the bulletin are available at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 

The International Travel Writers Alliance
www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com 
 
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides key information and support for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

 

Alliance information is also syndicated to 500 professional travel writers through the North American Travel Journalists Association (www.natja.org), 1200 travel writers through the Society of American Travel Writers (www.satw.org), 600 travel writers through the Professional Writers Association of Canada (www.pwac.ca/blog.htm) and directly to 150 members of the New Zealand Travel Communicators (www.travelcommunicators.co.nz). 
 

 Finally Alliance information also goes to over 1,500 travel and tourist industry representatives.
 

AllWays
 
http://www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com/allways/index.html 
AllWays is a unique package of consumer travel publications from the International Travel Writers Alliance that will roll out in 2008. 

PAGE  
1
[image: image1.png]Copyright © 2007 ITWA                                
 www.internationaltravelwriteralliance.com


[image: image2.png]<

The Intemationa
Travel Writers
Alliance



_1254818068.bin

