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The Alliance monthly bulletin provides key information in a no-frills format for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Archive issues : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

All contacts listed will be pleased to hear from Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Editor: Ashley Gibbins: Ashley@itwalliance.com. 
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· Alerts
Bullet point information of genuine interest to travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 

· Great Hotels of the World has opened the luxurious Palms Hotel in Mumbai, India

Visit: www.ghotw.com/palms-hotel Contact Zoë Martin on +44 (0) 20 7380 8580 or at zmartin@bigpragency.com. 

· The Castle of Mey, Caithness, Scotland: the much loved home of HM Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother

Visit: www.castleofmey.org.uk Contact: Jackie Phillipson on +44 (0) 1202 896698 or at jackie@p-pr.co.uk.

· Italian Hideaways offers gourmet cookery holidays to the Italian region of Bergamo

Visit: www.italianhideaways.co.uk. Contact: Kate Popham on 020 7928 1600 or at kate@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

· Divi Resorts, a collection of nine premium resorts on six stunning Caribbean islands, is undergoing a $175m programme to transform all its resorts

Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton on 212.330.0702 or at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· The Emirates Palace, Abu Dhabi, is the most expensive hotel ever built

Visit: www.emiratespalace.com and www.kempinski.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Opportunities
Group and individual press trip opportunities

For ongoing opportunities visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com click opportunities.

Antigua and Barbuda

The Antigua and Barbuda Tourist Office is inviting Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one to apply for a place on an exclusive press trip in June to attend the inaugural Romantic Rhythms Music Festival.

The celebrity headline acts include Lionel Richie, Shaggy, Keyshia Cole, Kenny Rogers, Brian McKnight, Maxi Priest, Destra Garcia and the Atlantik Band, performing live at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium. Your itinerary will include selected tours and activities reflecting the history and musical diversity of this twin island nation as well as great food and deluxe accommodation. 

Departure Wednesday 11 June / Return Monday 16 June. RSVP by 20 May 2008 via email to Joanne Watkins at joanne@ktapr.com or on +44 (0) 20 7352 1088

Belize Lodge and Excursions'

Belize Lodge and Excursions' circuit of four lodges creates an African safari-like, trans-habitat experience in southern Belize. Moving from rainforest to jungle to coast, guests experience the ultimate all-inclusive adventure vacation.

Belize is a country in Central America and the only officially English speaking country in the region. A British colony for more than a century, it was known as British Honduras until 1973, and became an independent nation in 1981. 

It is bordered to the south and west by Guatemala, to the north and northwest by Mexico and to the east by the Caribbean Sea. Belize Lodge and Excursions'  is inviting Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one and a guest to explore the wild and majestic nature and wildlife of Belize. 

This will include :

· possible complimentary flights from Belize City to Indian Creek, and

· complimentary accommodations, meals and activities for 4-5 nights at three to four lodges.

 Spouses are welcome and receive complimentary accommodations, meals and activities. 

Visit : www.belizelodge.com. Contact : Kristal Hemsworth at kristal@seasmokepr.com. 

The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey
Maçka Palas, one of the finest buildings in the Turkish city of Istanbul, is scheduled to open as the Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas in summer 2008. 

Istanbul, Turkey's most populous city and its cultural and financial center, is located on both sides of the Bosphorus, the narrow strait between the Black Sea and the Marmara Sea. As such Istanbul bridges Asia and Europe both literally and figuratively. 

The hotel is located in the fashionable Nişantaşi residential and shopping district, and combines the historic architecture of an Art Deco building with innovative interior design.  

The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members omn assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.  Visit : http://www.hyatt.com. Contact Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or atKathryn@grifcopr.com. 

Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com

Jet2.com is a British airline based in Leeds, England, which operates services from six UK bases, serving 37 destinations from Leeds Bradford; 16 from Manchester; 16 from Newcastle; eight from Blackpool; 14 from Belfast International and eight from Edinburgh.

Jet2holidays.com offers holiday packages to destinations including the Algarve, Costa Blanca, Costa Brava, Costa del Sol and Costa Dorada; Lanzarote, Majorca and  Tenerife; Corfu, Crete and Ibiza and Menorca and Sardinia.

Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities to Alliance members (but not partners) on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit : www.jet2.com owww.jet2holidays.com or. Contact : Adrian Johnson on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com.

Leads
Brief information on travel and tourism industry initiatives

The Simpsons at Universal Orlando 

FOX’s blockbuster hit series, The Simpsons, provides the theme for Universal’s newest thrill ride in which guests will be rocketed along with the Simpson family on an ‘hysterical’ adventure. 

Universal Studios theme park at Universal Orlando Resort opened in 1990 and has developed into an entertainment experience based around Hollywood blockbuster films and hit television shows.The aim is to enable park guests to become they can become heroes of their own adventures.

Visit :  http://universalorlando.com Contact : Jo Geneen on +44 (0) 20 7395 7177 or at joanna.geneen@fleishmaneurope.com
The Discovery at Marigot Bay, St Lucia, Caribbean

Discovery at Marigot Bay, on St Lucia’s scenic west coast, has been included on the prestigious National Geographic Traveler Stay List for 2008.Only 150 hotels from Canada, Mexico, the United States and the Caribbean were selected for the list, which celebrates properties with location-inspired architecture, ambience and amenities, eco-stewardship, and en ethic of giving back to the community.

The Discovery at Marigot Bay will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.Visit : www.discoverystlucia.com. Contact : Molly McDaniel at mmcdaniel@discoverystlucia.com.

Jet2.com New York from Leeds Bradford

Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will start the first ever, transatlantic, flights to New York, from the UK Leeds Bradford airport.Travellers will be able to opt from flights only or choose from a number of three to five-star hotel options for trips that will depart during November and December this year.

Jet2.com will be delighted to hear from Alliance members on assognment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit : www.jet2holidays.com or www.jet2.com. Contact : Adrian Johnson on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com.

St. Augustine, Florida 

Chef/Restaurateur Jean-Stephane Poinard has opened his first restaurant in the USA in St. Augustine, Florida. Poinard, a 5th generation chef, has modelled Bistro de Quartier on his five restaurants in Lyon, France. 

The Bistro de Leon will be delighted to extend an invitation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit : www.bistrodeleon.com. Contact : Leigh Cort at leighc@aug.com. 

The Australian Regional Food Guide
Australia is rich with some of the world’s best produce, which flows on to exceptional wining and dining. The Australian Regional Food Guide website is a comprehensive Australia-wide directory for regional food, markets, and events. Visit :http://www.australianregionalfoodguide.com.au . Contact : Sally Hammond at shammond@iprimus.com.au.

The Croation island of Kolocep

The Croation island of Kolocep in the Adriatic Sea is a destination offered by Small Families, the UK’s operator for single parent holidays. Accommodation will be in the Hotel Villas Kolocep, the only hotel on the car free island

Small Families will be delighted to hear from Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.Visit : www.smallfamilies.co.uk or www.singleparent.travel. Contact : Amy Woodyatt at amy.woodyatt@partnership-plus.co.uk.

His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales: An Exhibition to Celebrate his Sixtieth Birthday

The Drawings Gallery, Windsor Castle, Windsor, UK (to 22 February 2009)
To celebrate the 60th birthday of His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales in 2008, a special exhibition will be shown at Windsor Castle, the royal home where The Prince spent much of his childhood. 

Photographs from the Royal Photograph Collection will document major public and family events in the Prince’s life including his Investiture as Prince of Wales in 1969, marriage to Lady Diana Spencer in 1981, the births of Princes William and Harry, and his marriage to the Duchess of Cornwall in 2005, while works of art and memorabilia selected from the Royal Collection and from The Prince’s own personal archive will reflect many of His Royal Highness’s lifelong interests.

Buckingham Palace, London, UK

For the first time ever and for this summer only, visitors to Buckingham Palace will experience the spectacle of the Ballroom set up for a State Banquet.  

Held in honour of a visiting Head of State, the State Banquet is the occasion when The Queen entertains around 170 guests on the first evening of a State Visit.  

During Her Majesty’s reign, seventy-seven State Banquets have been held at Buckingham Palace, eighteen at Windsor Castle and one at the Palace of Holyroodhouse in Edinburgh.  

The State Banquet at Windsor for the President of the French Republic and Madame Nicolas Sarkozy on 26 March was the 96th hosted by The Queen since her accession in 1952.

Visit : www.Royal Collection.org. For preview tickets contact : Anne Marie Todaro on +44 (0) 20 7839 1377 or at AnneMarie.Todaro@RoyalCollection.org.uk.

Hotels near racecourses

Sports travel website MATCHhotels.com has extended its service to sports fans by adding European horse racecourses to its hotel price comparison and reservation service. Horse racing fans can compare and book over 40,000 hotels, apartments and bed & breakfast accommodation near 168 racecourses. Visit : www.matchhotels.com. Contact : Ben Jackson at ben@MATCHhotels.com.

Zoom Airlines 

Zoom Airlines’ begins new direct flights from London Gatwick to San Diego in June. Visit : www.flyzoom.com. Contact :  Lorna Inglis at lorna@mediahouse.co.uk.

Wilsonic, Bratislava, Slovakia

Taking place annually on the banks of the river Danube in the Slovak capital of Bratislava, Wilsonic is a festival of Central and Eastern European’s cuttings edge, adventurous and forward thinking music. (6 and 7 June 2008). Visit : www.wilsonic.sk. Contact : Nikki Wright at  nikki@globalpublicity.co.uk
Reasons to write about
More in-depth information on destinations and travel pursuits from partners and agencies looking to work with Alliance members

The Arras Tunnels, Callais, France  

Arras, a favourite city break destination an hour’s drive from Calais, France has a major new attraction to add to its Belfry and Town Hall, imposing squares, markets, museums and fine restaurants.

Last used over 90 years ago, when on 9th April 1917 24,000 soldiers emerged from below ground to attack the German front line, the newly opened Wellington Tunnel, provide the latest visitor attraction.  

Mediaeval tunnels 20 metres deep were secretly enlarged by New Zealand miners and a vast camp was constructed to house and feed the troops.  

Audio-visual displays give visitors an insight into First World War life below ground during an hour-long tour.   See www.ot-arras.fr
Day trip fares on the Dover – Calais route with P&O Ferries are from just £25 return for a car and up to nine people, and fares for any length of stay are from £50 return.  Visit www.POferries.com  

P&O Ferries are pleased to consider offering crossings to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one

Contact : Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. 

Horizon Horse Trails, South Africa 

Set within the stunning UNESCO recognised Waterberg Biosphere Reserve, Horizon offers a diverse riding portfolio, making it one of the most varied and action-packed horse riding vacations anywhere in the world. 

Their emphasis is on horses and horsemanship and with a herd of over 70 much loved horses, Horizon can cater for all levels of rider, making it the ideal riding holiday for both the novice and experienced rider. 

While Horizon is the perfect destination for those who truly love horses, it is also renowned for its relaxed atmosphere and ability to make guests feel completely at home.

Horizon will be delighted to hear from Alliance member on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : http://www.ridinginafrica.com/. Contact : Laura Dowinton at horizonranch@telkomsa.net. 


The Mantis Collection of botique hotels and reserves

The Mantis Collection is an collection of boutique hotels and game reserves, which include :

 

Shamwari Game Reserve, South Africa

This malaria free, private game reserve is situated in the Eastern Cape of South Africa and has received a remarkable number of international awards including the World’s Leading Conservation Company and Game Reserve for an impressive 10 consecutive years! 

Adrian Gardiner, founder of Shamwari and the Mantis Collection, long believed that the Eastern Cape could once again be a haven for the animal kingdom after being devastated by settlers 200 years before. 

With the creation of the first major reserve in the area, he developed new jobs, rejuvenated the region, and helped increase the flow of foreign currency through tourism.  It is no wonder that Shamwari has become the by-word for responsible tourism, and that the Born Free Foundation Animal Rescue and Education Centre decided to base themselves in this highly esteemed reserve.

Sanbona Wildlife Reserve, South Africa

Located at the foot of the towering Warmwaterberg Mountain in the heart of the Little Karoo, Sanbona Wildlife Reserve celebrates the spirit of the San people who once roamed the area 100 years before. 

The reserve, 2 ½ hours from Cape Town, comprises more than 130 000 acres of mountains and plains, indigenous flora and fauna, rock formations and rock art.

It is also the closest ‘Big Five’ game reserve to the city. Sanbona has also initiated a unique conservation programme that aims to breed the White Lion for release into the wild. The plan is to reintroduce this rare animal into areas where it has been wiped out.

Jock Safari Lodge and Little Jock

Kruger National Park, one of the most popular in Southern Africa and the Jock Safari Lodge is one of only seven lodges permitted to lie in the gates of the entire park and is lucky enough to enjoy exclusive traversing rights in what is regarded as the best Big Five game viewing area in the region! 

The lodge is named after local canine legend, Jock of the Bushveld, the faithful companion of Sir Percy Fitzpatrick and hero of his later bedtime stories. These were encouraged by Rudyard Kipling and written for his children, and fast achieved the status of a classic South African book.

  

The Saxon

The Saxon, Johannesburg offers guests a retreat from the hustle and bustle of city life, with 26 suites incorporating a strong element of African art, latticed shutters covering large bay windows, with the aesthetic advantage of overlooking the tranquil gardens or pool area.For many years was the home of an Afrikaner insurance tycoon, and it was here that Nelson Mandela came to live after leaving prison, writing his autobiography, “Long Walk to Freedom” within its walls. 

The Mandela Suite is one of the most prestigious in the hotel, and whilst it is furnished extravagantly it is yet relaxing in its casual splendour. Take advantage of the fantastic spa, the delicious restaurant and the timeless atmosphere and you will feel utterly rejuvenated after this ultimate escape!
 

Last Word Retreats

The Last Word Retreats are a collection of multi-million pound residences, all based in the Cape Town region. 

Each of the retreats offer different styles, views and activities, and strive towards the highest standard of comfort, ambience and hospitality. Guests either rent a room or the entire villa, or they can choose to stay at more than one Residence, creating a fusion of unique experiences. 

Hotels include The Long Beach (Kommetjie), The Constantia (Constantia), The Franschhoek (Franschoek), The Bishop’s Court (Bishopscourt) and The St James (Kalk Bay).

 

Shamwari Townhouse

Opening September 2008, the Shamwari Townhouse in Port Elizabeth, on the Southeast coast of South Africa, is a discreet and lavish boutique accommodation. 

Mantis will be delighted to offer accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

 

Visit : www.mantiscollection.com. Contact : Kathryn Peel on +44 (0)207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.

Pattaya, Thailand 

Pattaya, a popular resort on the North Gulf Coast of Eastern Thailand, 150 km south-east of Bangkok, continues to a popular destination for all business and leisure travellers.

Pattaya is popular as a beach resort and for its entertainment, nightlife and shopping.

It also offers a broad selection of pastimes from golf and horseback riding to bungee jumping, karting and shooting and a wide variety of watersports. 

Pattaya is also very popular as a conference, convention and seminar venue, and the grapevine hosts rumours of future developments of varying degrees of plausibility, such as a horse racing track, casinos, and a tram system.

Amari Hotels and Resorts has three properties in Pattaya:

· Amari Orchid Resort & Tower, Pattaya Beach Road

· Amari Nova Suites, Central Pattaya

· Nova Platinum Hotel, South Pattaya.

Amari Hotels will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain on.

Visit : http://www.amari.com/traveltrade/pattaya/ and www.amari.com. Contact : Nikki Busuttil at busuttil@amari.com.

Bike The Whites, New England

Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities, the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains.

Accommodation is provided by three of New Hampshire’s finest country inns, the Tamworth Inn, The 1785 Inn and Snowvillage Inn.

As avid cyclists themselves, this group of innkeepers’ mission is to make the comfort of a fine country inn, along with the exhilaration of biking in New Hampshire’s scenic White Mountains.

Guests start each morning by planning a route to suit their own pace and ability levels.

The trips will be no more than 20 or up to 50 miles a day from inn-to-inn and features rolling terrain, back roads and covered bridges.

Bike the Whites will be delighted to hear from Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.bikethewhites.com. Contact : Marti Mayne on 207-846-6331 or at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com.

Benidorm

While it is still the number one Spanish destination for holidaymakers seeking sun and sand, Benidorm is unrecognisable from its package holiday origins.  

The resort’s image has been transformed in recent years with huge investment in its infrastructure: two new five star resorts, Jack Nicklaus designed golf courses, four world-class theme parks and a new breed of upgraded hotels.  

This is the favourite coastal haunt of stylish Madrileños who come to enjoy the pristine beaches, superb restaurants and some of the 50 spectacular festivals and cultural events.
The five star Villaitana resort in the hills above Benidorm opened in 2006 with a luxury spa is due to open shortly. (see www.villataina.com).  Adjacent to the resort are two 18 hole golf courses with spectacular views down to the coast.  

The five star Hotel Barceló Asia Gardens, opens in June. The 312 room luxury resort boasts stunning Asian-style architecture with superb health and leisure facilities including several pools, restaurants, bars, a Thai spa, a helipad and 9 hole golf course.  (see www.barcelo.com for more details).

The Benidorm Tourist Board are delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.  Visit www.benidorm.org.for more information and contact Doug Goodman PR at info@douggoodmanpr.com tel: 0208 614 1448.

Summer in the Caribbean

Though many travellers think of the Caribbean as a winter-only destination, with summer too hot to visit and explore the islands.

But due to constant trade winds, temperatures remain pretty consistent year-long with summer just a few degrees warmer.  

Reasons to write about the Caribbean in the summer include :
· Great beaches : some of the best beaches in the world are in the Caribbean.

· Cheaper airfares :  airline tickets are usually less expensive and easier to secure during summer months.  

· Cultural highlights : once high tourism season comes to a close in April, Caribbean islands host many festivals such as the Crop Over Festival in Barbados and jump-ups (street fairs) that celebrate local heritage and lifestyle

 

· Fewer tourists : after April, the crowds die down

Divi Resorts, which runs nine premium resorts on six Caribbean islands, will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit www.diviresorts.com. Contact : Rachel Doolittle at rdoolittle@fwv-us.com.

Reis de Mallorca Hotels 

Of only 14 nominated hotels in Spain, Condé Nast Traveller Magazine awarded La Residencia Hotel in Deia, Mallorca second place in the list of Best Leisure Hotels in Europe, Asia Minor and the Russian 

Federation.  

Mallorca (or Majorca) is the largest island of Spain. It is located in the Mediterranean Sea and part of the Balearic Islands archipelago

Hotel Aimia in Puerto Soller was also nominated by Condé Nast Johansens’ as one of four contenders in the Most Excellent European Value for Money Awards for 2008.

The Reis de Mallorca (‘Kings of Mallorca’) hotel association consists of 32 independently-owned hotels ranging from a 13th century farm complex to boutique manor houses in the centre of Palma, and from rural hotels to small family-run hotels by the sea.  

Each property has its own distinct style and charm offering traditional island hospitality and fine cuisine, with many prize-winning restaurants.

The association is pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.Visit :www.reisdemallorca.com. Contact : Doug Goodman at info@douggoodmanpr.com or on +44 (0) 208 614 1448.

A place to stay

Opportunities for Alliance members to review new and unusual accommodation

The Grand Resort Bad Ragaz, Switzerland

Located in the picturesque Heidiland region in the eastern part of Switzerland, only one hour from Zurich Airport, Bad Ragaz is surrounded by lush green mountains, fresh flowing water and clean crisp air!

Grand Resort Bad Ragaz features two hotels, Grand Hotel Quellenhof & SPA Suites and Grand Hotel Hof Ragaz.

Grand Hotel Quellenhof & Spa Suites, a five star hotel and member of Leading Hotels of the World, is classical in design, with sweeping marble staircases, large airy rooms and spectacular views of the rugged mountains. 

The hotel’s Quellenhof Bath Butler provides a master of ceremonies who will transform a guests bathroom into a private spa!

A traditional country manor, Grand Hotel Hof Ragaz closed at the end of March 2008 for refurbishment and is due to open in spring 2009 as a luxury five star hotel. 

Part of the building, the Palais, has existed since 1774 and was once a monastery and governors residence and is now a historically protected building and part of the main hotel. The renovation will blend 18th century glamour with modern comforts, fine fabrics and deep rich woods to create sumptuous suites and rooms and a new healthy eating restaurant. 

Tamina Therme 

Europe’s largest acrothermal spring was discovered in the middle ages in the nearby Tamina Gorge. 

Since 1840 this pure, warm water has been piped down to Bad Ragaz for guests to enjoy the hot spring waters (37˚C) and health benefits from the high mineral content. 

The Tamina Therme is currently closed and due to open in spring 2009 following a total refurbishment. 

The Grand Resort Bad Ragaz, Switzerland will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit : www.resortragaz.ch. Contact Emily Wilson on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Emma@grifcopr.com. 

The Kempinksi Hotel Ishtar Dead Sea, Jordan

The Kempinksi Hotel Ishtar Dead Sea, Jordan is positioned on the stunning shores of the Dead Sea, enjoys spectacular views across to Hebron. 

The hotel is currently promoting itself as a honeymoon hotel, which allows newly-weds to enjoy numerous romantic Arabian nights in the surroundings of Jordan’s most luxurious hotel. 

The Kempinksi Hotel Ishtar Dead Sea will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit www.kempinski-deadsea.com. Contact Emily Wilson on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Emma@grifcopr.com.

The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA

The View Hotel, Monument Valley, which opens in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah.

The View Hotel is the first hotel built on Navajo Tribal Park land, which itself is the first Tribal Park now celebrating its 50th anniversary.The workforce constructing the hotel is over 90% Navajo Nation members and, with the restaurant and store, will eventually provide jobs for over 100 people."

The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit : www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact : Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

The Kempinski Hotel Dukes’ Palace, Bruges, Belgium

Bruges’ first five-star deluxe hotel, the Kempinski Hotel Dukes’ Palace, has opened.

Bruges is the capital and largest city of the province of West Flanders in the Flemish Region of Belgium. The historic city centre is a prominent World Heritage Site of UNESCO.

Located in a former 15th Century Prinsenhof, the Kempinski Hotel Dukes’ Palace is located in the old town, within easy walking distance to all the historic sites of Bruges, the main market square and the best shopping areas. 

This former Prinsenhof was built for Duke Philip III (Philip the Good) in 1429 to celebrate his marriage to Isabelle of Portugal in 1430. The comprehensive work carried out on the palace has seen the renovation of the architecture and restoration of original 15th Century paintings and ornaments. 

The gourmet restaurant serves innovative Belgian specialities as well as international dishes and is led by Koenraad Steenkiste, an experienced chef who has worked for many years with celebrated three Michelin starred-chefs Pierre Wynants, of Comme Chez Soi in Brussels, and Geert Van Hecke of De Karmeliet in Bruges. 

The Kempinski Hotel Dukes’ Palace will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit : www.kempinski-bruges.com. Contact : Emily Wilson on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Emily@grifcopr.com. 

Golf & spa breaks with Charming Hotels Madeira 

With its year-round mild climate and natural scenery, Madeira is the perfect short-break destination offering a wide range of activities.  

Charming Hotels Madeira is a group of four small quintas in and around Funchal offering luxury accommodation, personal service and fine dining in some of the most sought-after locations on the island and a range of golf & spa breaks throughout the year. 

The five star Quinta das Vistas features Condé Nast Johansens Guide 2008 and offers elegant interiors, a gourmet restaurant and leisure facilities.The Chandra Spa feaures a range of both traditional and holistic therapies from cultures around the world designed for individual clients.

Charming Hotels Madeira is pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment or with a commission.  Visit : www.charminghotelsmadeira.com. Contact : Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. 

Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members on assignment, with commission or who are able to secure one and in return for a credit or review.

Berlitz 

Visit : www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Contact : Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

Visit: www.bradtguides.com
Contact: Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

Visit : www.foulsham.com. Contact Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

Visit: www.travelbooks.co.uk. Contact: Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

Visit : www.fisherstravelsos.com. Contact Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

Visit : www.africa-adventure.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

Visit : www.globetrotterslogbook.com Contact : Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Insight 

 

Visit : www.insightguides.com. Contact : Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

Visit: www.inyourpocket.com.  Contact: Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

Visit : www.JanesSmartArt.com. Contact:  Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Lonely Planet
 

Visit: www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact: Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Mile Oak Publishing Inc. 

Visit : www.i75online.com and http://www.flonline.info/. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com. 

Morris Communications 

Visit : www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com. 

Rough Guides 

Visit : www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.   

The Alliance bulletin

This bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@internationaltravelwritersalliance.com or +44 (0) 776 419 8286. 

Archive issue of the bulletin are available at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 

The International Travel Writers Alliance
www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com 
 
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides key information and support for 7,000 professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

 

Alliance information is also syndicated to 500 professional travel writers through the North American Travel Journalists Association (www.natja.org), 1200 travel writers through the Society of American Travel Writers (www.satw.org), 600 travel writers through the Professional Writers Association of Canada (www.pwac.ca/blog.htm) and directly to 150 members of the New Zealand Travel Communicators (www.travelcommunicators.co.nz). 
 

 Finally Alliance information also goes to over 1,500 travel and tourist industry representatives.
 

AllWays

 
AllWays, the consumer travel service from the International Travel Writers Alliance, will launch in June 2008.

You can check offline progress of the initiative at : http://www.allways.darkego.net/ and to register as an AllWays traveller at : http://www.allwaystraveller.com/. 
The AllWays package 
In brief, AllWays will comprise :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue newsletters and updates, which will be emailed to AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
In addition :
· AllWays magazine : which launches later in the year, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : which will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility.
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The Alliance monthly bulletin provides key information in a no-frills format for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Archive issues : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

All contacts listed will be pleased to hear from Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Editor: Ashley Gibbins: Ashley@internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 
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6: Travel guides 

Travel publishers that are happy to provide Alliance members with review copies


· Alerts
Bullet point information of genuine interest to travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 

· Great Hotels of the World has opened the luxurious Palms Hotel in Mumbai, India

Visit: www.ghotw.com/palms-hotel Contact Zoë Martin on +44 (0) 20 7380 8580 or at zmartin@bigpragency.com. 

· The Castle of Mey, Caithness, Scotland: the much loved home of HM Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother

Visit: www.castleofmey.org.uk Contact: Jackie Phillipson on +44 (0) 1202 896698 or at jackie@p-pr.co.uk.

· Italian Hideaways offers gourmet cookery holidays to the Italian region of Bergamo

Visit: www.italianhideaways.co.uk. Contact: Kate Popham on 020 7928 1600 or at kate@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

· Divi Resorts, a collection of nine premium resorts on six stunning Caribbean islands, is undergoing a $175m programme to transform all its resorts

Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton on 212.330.0702 or at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· The Emirates Palace, Abu Dhabi, is the most expensive hotel ever built

Visit: www.emiratespalace.com and www.kempinski.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Opportunities
Group and individual press trip opportunities

For ongoing opportunities visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com click opportunities.

Ardeche Adventures 
Ardeche Adventures is based in the Cevenne mountains of southern France.It is run by two English guys, Phil Gasson and Mike Smith, who having worked in the area on and off for 20 years moved out to France a couple of years ago and now welcome families and groups to the area for activity holidays.
 
Mike, Phil and their team of friendly instructors offer activities with the emphasis on having fun but in a safe environment. Even the most cautious adventurer will find themselves enjoying rock-climbing, biking and the stunning canoe descent of the Ardeche River with Phil and Mike’s enthusiastic support. The destination is especially great for families and the multi-activity experience is a great way for families to try something new, together as a family.
Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one are invited to apply for a place on a June press trip or to arrange independent press trip facilities. Visit : www.ardecheadventures.com. Contact Dave Ashmore at daveashmore@blueyonder.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.
Safari Consultants 

Safari Consultants are specialists in African Safari Holidays, which are tailor-made around personal requirements,  to all the key safari destinations including Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, Malawi, Botswana, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Namibia and Madagascar. 

Safari Consultants will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Individual safari’s include :

· Classic Safari Camps of Namibia (Namibia). Visit : www.classicsnamibia.com 

· Ker & Downey (Botswana). Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com 

· Manda Wilderness (Mozambique). Visit : www.mandawilderness.org 

· Ibo Island Lodge (Mozambique). Visit : www.iboislandlodge.com 

· Offbeat Safaris (Kenya). Visit : www.offbeatsafaris.com 

· Campi ya Kanzi  (Kenya). Visit :
www.maasai.com 

· The Ant Collection (South Africa). Visit :
www.waterberg.net 

· Jaci’s Lodges (South Africa). Visit : www.madikwe.com 

· Chongwe River Camp (Zambia). Visit : www.chongwe-river.com 

Visit: www.safari-consultants.co.ukContact : Fi Culligan on + 44 (0) 1787 888590 or at fi@safariconsultantuk.com
MDP Publicity 

MDP Publicity has number of clients who will be interested in considering offering media facilities to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain on.

Contact Meryl Pearlstein at meryl@mdppublicity.com. 

Rosewood Little Dix Bay, Virgin Gorda, British Virgin Islands

Originally conceived and developed by Laurance Rockefeller, Little Dix Bay is one of the “grand ladies” of the Caribbean.  The recipient of a $25 million renovation and expansion over the past three year, the timeless resort blends with the island setting and features lush foliage and gardens, a half-mile crescent-shaped beach, a colorful barrier reef and beautiful walking trails. Arrival is by the resort’s own boat. 

Three dining venues specialize in Caribbean and Asian cuisine.  On-the-beach romantic dinners are also offered. Beauty and restorative programs utilize botanicals and ingredients grown at the resort and on-island. The 100-room resort’s eco-activity kids’ program, non-motorized watersports, beach drops, state-of-the-art fitness center, and “Australian” grass and clay tennis courts are complimentary. Visit :  www.littledixbay.com. 

Tabacón Grand Spa Thermal Resort, La Fortuna/Arenal, Costa Rica
After a two-year renovation of all guest rooms, swimming pool areas, and the addition of a new Spa set among the hot springs, Tabacón Grand Spa Thermal Resort has been awarded membership in Leading Hotels of the World.  The resort and spa are the recipients of the Five-Star Four Diamond Award and the four-leaf designation for Sustainable Tourism. The only “Leading Spa of the World” in Central America and a repeat winner of Luxury SpaFinder’s Readers’ Choice Awards for “Best Spa in Central America” and “Top Ten Mineral Spring Spas in the World,” 

The Grand Spa has 11 outdoor treatment bungalows, each with private Jacuzzi; a Yoga Studio; and an extensive menu of indigenous treatments including Watsu and others in outdoor thermal river pools.  A three-unit Temazcal surrounded by the energy of the nearby Arenal volcano is overseen by the resort’s own shaman. Individual bungalows; couples bungalows; and a special “all-day bungalow” for adults or families, including meals and treatments, are offered.  

The 114-room resort’s new Mexican chef shines with his signature Gala Dinner in a private rainforest bungalow with private chef and server. Guest services can arrange adventure activities ranging from ziplining to nature tours, canyoning, caving, and hiking to the nearby Arenal volcano. Visit : www.tabacon.com. 

Triple Creek Ranch, Darby, Montana
An Orvis-endorsed fly-fishing lodge and member of Relais & Châteaux, the 600-acre resort is set against a breathtaking backdrop of the Montana Rockies with 23 luxurious Western-styled luxury log cabins (most with outdoor hot tubs), innovative cuisine, an extensive wine cellar, and outstanding service.  Activities include cattle drives, horseback riding, fly-fishing, hiking, ATV tours, and downhill and cross-country skiing.  

Two new log cabins will open in 2008.  Western art is found throughout the property.  Artists’ workshop weekends, cowboy roundups, and vintners’ programs are held annually. Triple Creek Ranch was honored with the “Most Excellent Ranch” award by Condé Nast Johansens and received the Wine Spectator Award of Excellence for 2005, 2006 and 2007. Visit : www.triplecreekranch.com.

The Wayfarers
Offering an eco-aware “walking” holiday of both culture and fitness in 15 countries with 39 itineraries, The Wayfarers’ newest walks/hikes include South Africa, Slovenia, New Zealand and California. A new women’s-focused program with Girlfriend Getaways and Mother/Daughter walks in the UK and Italy adds shopping, museums, spa treatments, and more.  

Other popular walks are the Founder’s Walk on the Isle of Wight, Croatia, Amalfi Coast, and Czech Republic.  Walks in Italy and France are perennial favorites.  In its 26th year, The Wayfarers offer exclusive entrées into homes and gardens otherwise closed to the public, graceful accommodations, outstanding cuisine, and meetings with local residents. Walks range from 5-12 days and are rated easy to challenging, with distances of 4-5 miles, 6-10 miles or 12-15 miles per day. Visit :  www.thewayfarers.com. 

French Country Waterways
Carrying eight-18 passengers, the five French Country Waterways luxury barges ply scenic canals and rivers in Burgundy, Alsace-Lorraine, Champagne and the Upper Loire Valley on six-night cruises. Cruises feature inclusive prices, staterooms with private bath, daily sightseeing excursions, walking or bicycling along towpaths, village exploration, and optional hot-air ballooning.  

Highlights are attentive service from a crew fluent in English and French, open bar, wine and cheese tastings at every meal, and sumptuous meals both on-board and ashore at Michelin-starred restaurants. All wines are from Grand Cru or Premier Cru vineyards with vintages going back to the 90s. Visit : www.fcwl.com. 

Pacific Delight Tours
One of the first and now the largest US-based tour operator to China and the Orient, Pacific Delight continues to set the standard for other companies – with programmes to China, Tibet, Thailand, Vietnam, Japan, India, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand.  

Ranging from luxury to super-value pricing, the land and land/cruise options number in the hundreds, for both escorted and independent travellers.  Focusing on the educational aspects of travel, participants always return home with knowledge and an understanding of the history and culture of the destination.  Visit : www.pacificdelighttours.com.       

Contact Meryl Pearlstein at meryl@mdppublicity.com. 

St. Lucia

Although the Caribbean island of St. Lucia can easily be enjoyed year-round, there are many reasons to visit the island during summer a must.   

St. Lucia boasts a variety of accommodation, from simple St. Lucian style guesthouses and boutique hotels to spacious villas and family oriented all-inclusive resorts.  During the summer months, many hotels offer attractive discounts and offers, making vacationing on the island significantly more affordable.  

 The world-renowned St. Lucia Jazz takes place May 2nd – 11th featuring a number of internationally acclaimed artists performing throughout the week.  

The annual St. Lucia Carnival is scheduled on July 21st and 22nd, giving visitors an authentic Caribbean experience like none other.   

On the 28th October the island celebrates Jounen Kweyol (International Creole Day), and for the gastronomically inclined, there is the Food and Rum Festival from  30th October – 2nd November which is not to be missed.  

The St Lucia Tourist Board will be delighted to hear from Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

 Visit : http://www.stlucia.org/. Contact Kate Langan at katel@dsapr.co.uk.  

Balanzza
 

Know your luggage weight before you check-in. In the current climate of airlines reducing their maximum luggage weight to a mere 23kg, Balanzza, the first portable digital luggage scale, brings a simple low cost solution for all travellers. 

Visit www.balanzza.co.uk.

Alliance members based in the UK who would like to review the Balanzza should contact Julia Vockrodt at Julia@vp-pr.com. 
Butler Service at the Sheraton Park Tower Hotel, Knightsbridge, London

The Sheraton Park Tower Hotel in Knightsbridge, London, is offering guests the chance to have a unique London experience by finding some of the Capital’s hidden gems on private guided excursions.

Situated in the heart of Knightsbridge, the 17 floor Sheraton Park Tower boasts stunning views over Hyde Park and the London skyline. 

The hotel’s luxurious Butler Suites, located on the 15th and 16th floors, have uninterrupted panoramic views across the Capital.

Named after the Estates, which the suites overlook, each Butler Suite comes complete with its own carefully researched book detailing the history of the area and giving readers exclusive insights into what has shaped the landscape and made the area so special.

With six unique and breathtaking views from each of the suites to explore, the Sheraton Park Tower has created a range of new Butler Tours packages offering guests the chance to explore their view on a private guided tour of London by a professional historian.  

Located in the heart of Knightsbridge, London, the Sheraton Park Tower is part of Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide. just moments from Hyde Park and some of the finest shops in the world such as Harrods and Harvey Nichols, with the designer shops of Sloane Street only a few minutes walk away.

 

Visit www.luxurycollection.com/parktowerlondon. 
 

Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide is a hotel and leisure company with approximately 900 properties in more than 100 countries. Visit www.starwoodhotels.com/pressclub  
 

 Starwood Hotels will be delighted to consider offering accommodation at the Sheraton Park to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Contact : Wilson, Helen on +44 (0) 207 290 7108 or at Helen.Wilson@sheraton.com.

Tavistock Leisure Ltd

Tavistock Leisure is a North East English-based leisure chain of hotels and restaurants. It runs a number of classic hotels including The Best Western Tavistock Roker Hotel in Sunderland which is on the coast and has breathtaking views of the sea; The Best Western Tavistock Highfield Hotel in Middlesbrough and The Grand Hotel in Hartlepool.

Tavistock Leisure will be delighted to arrange press visits for Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. This will include overnight stays, meals and entrance into a number of North East attractions.

Visit : http://www.tavistockleisure.com/. Contact : Bernice Saltzer on 0797 786 0183 or at bernice@sortedpr.com
Leads
Brief information on travel and tourism industry initiatives

Preferred Hotels & Resorts
A total of 18 new properties have been accepted into Preferred Hotels & Resorts in the last six months ranging from iconic hotels to incomparable new resorts and destinations. They include Montage Beverly Hills in California, The Opposite House in China, Secrets Maroma Beach in Mexico, and Finca Cortesín in Spain. 
Visit : www.preferredhotelgroup.com/press.htm. Contact : Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com.

Esprit Rafting, in southern Quebec, Canada

Esprit Rafting would like to extend an invitation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one to experience the scenic Dumoine River on a guided overnight excursion. 

Paddle the last undammed river in southern Quebec in an area which also has one of the last stands of old growth forest as well. The trip starts at the Grand Chute, a wonderful, scenic waterfall and the take out is at the Ottawa River. There is huge picture potential on this trip. 

This area is being lobbied to become a protected park, to the Provincial and the Federal governments and is close to reality. Visit : www.whitewater.ca. Contact Judy Hugli at jhugli@countyofrenfrew.on.ca. 

New Orleans

The number of visitors to New Orleans increased from 3.7 million in 2006 to 7.1 million in 2007 (the University of New Orleans Hospitality Research Center).

The 2007 New Orleans Area Visitor Profile report also revealed :

· overnight visitors stayed an average of 3.8 nights in 2007. 

· 70 percent of visitors indicated they were here for pleasure, 13.6 percent came for a convention or tradeshow, and 11.5 percent came for a corporate meeting or business.

· the percentage of "hurricane related" visitors such as insurance and emergency personnel has decreased greatly from 31.1 percent in 2006, to 4.3 percent in 2007. 

· 88 percent of respondents indicated they would be likely or very likely to recommend New Orleans as a destination to family and friends, an increase over 2006.

· 93 percent of visitors reported eating in restaurants in 2007; 86 percent reported visiting the French Quarter; 80 percent saw Bourbon Street; 69 percent visited the French Market and 53 percent took advantage of the city's nightlife.

Visit : visit www.neworleanscvb.com. Contact : Kelly Schulz at kschulz@neworleanscvb.com                       

Reasons to write about
More in-depth information on destinations and travel pursuits from partners and agencies looking to work with Alliance members

Adventure cycling in the USA 

Adventure Cycling, a non-profit organization, has been established to inspire people of all ages to travel by bike with exports to cyclists explore the landscape and history of America for fitness, fun, and self-discovery.

Adventure Cycling works to promote & improve bicycle travel in the USA through route development and mapping, as well as by leading tours. As a non-profit, proceeds from its tours, map sales, and donations go directly toward helping the organisation develop new routes, maintain established routes, engage in advocacy, and run affordable tours.

This year is the 10th Anniversary of the company’s Great Divide Mountain Bike Route, the longest mountain bike route in the world, which traces the spine of the Rocky Mountains for 2,711 miles, following primarily dirt roads and tracks from Banff, Alberta, to Antelope Wells, New Mexico, at the Mexican border. 


For superhumanly fit cyclists (and journalists) looking to get in on the GDMBR’s 10th Anniversary action, there are two ultimate racing challenges taking place on the route this summer. The fifth-annual Great Divide Race (http://www.greatdividerace.com/0 starts on 20 June and follows the GDMBR from the Canadian to Mexican borders. (Last year’s winner, Jay Petervary, completed the route in 15 days.)

The Tour Divide (http://www.tourdivide.org/) is new this year. Like the Great Divide Race, the Tour Divide is entirely self-supported, with riders carrying everything they need on their bikes or backs, but it ups the ante by starting a week earlier, on June 13, in Banff, and includes the GDMBR’s Canadian section for an additional 221 miles of riding. Adventure Cycling is not officially involved in either race but encourages all riders of the route.

Adventure Cycling will be delighted to offer press trip facilities to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit :. http://www.adventurecycling.org/gdmbr.cfm. Contact: Winona Sorensen at wsorensen@adventurecycling.org.

The Laguna Phuket Golf Club

The Laguna Phuket Golf Club, Phuket, Thailand has been awarded an IGOLF Laureate Course Status by the International Golf and Life Foundation (IGOLF). 

This accolade is given to select golf courses around the world which show a dedicated commitment to environmental and social responsibility. The addition of the Laguna Phuket Golf Club brings the number of IGOLF Laureate courses in Thailand to five, three of which are in Phuket. 
 

The International Golf and Life Foundation (IGOLF) is a not-for-profit organization registered in Bern, Switzerland. The Laguna Phuket Golf Club will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : http://www.lagunaphuket.com/mediacentre/index.html. Contact  Nattira Anakasiri on +66 76 324 060 or at nattiraa@lagunaphuket.com. 
Eco-days out in the UK

Avis Rent a Car has produced a guide to some of the top UK eco days out 

BeWilderwood, near Norwich, Norfolk : a huge forest adventure, crammed full of activities  for children of all ages, including treehouses, jungle bridges and boat trips 

Stockley Farm, Arley, Cheshire : This organic farm is packed full of great ways to amuse the children from lamb feeding to the adventure area and train rides 

Wilderness Wood, High Weald, Sussex : 61 acres of beautiful and peaceful woodland with trails, a playground, picnic areas, BBQs and exhibitions

Gulliver’s Eco-Park, Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire : an innovative new tourist attraction, providing an exciting but educational family day out where children can discover more about the world around them

Eden Project, Bodelva, Cornwall : Eden is home to the two largest conservatories (known as ‘Covered Biomes’) in the world. This spectacular global garden is a "Living Theatre of People and Plants" 

Nature’s World, Middlesborough : an innovative place to visit, this award winning environmental centre boosts a futuristic underground Ecocentre, unique indoor tropical garden, a working River Tees model and 26 acres of organic gardens, play areas and fun trails.

Greenwood Forest Park, Snowdonia : this award-winning family attraction has loads to enjoy including  treetop towers, a Green Dragon family roller coaster and the 70m sledge slide

WWT London Wetland Centre, Barnes : WWT centres offer a unique visitor experience where everyone can learn more about wetland habitats and their wildlife, including rare ducks, geese and swans from around the world. The centre is open all year round in accessible and comfortable surroundings inside the M25

Centre For Alternative Technology, Powys, Wales : This unique visitor centre is open seven days a week and set in the heart of Wales. Interactive displays show global issues such as energy generation and transport, and practical, everyday solutions for everyone

Ashdown Llama Park, East Grinsted, East Sussex : set in 30 acres of beautiful countryside with views across Ashdown Forest to Gills Lap, the park has lots for families to see and do, including 100+ llamas, alpacas and reindeer, a farm trail, museum and adventure play area

Avis has taken a lead in the car rental industry by supporting a number of environmentally friendly initiatives including carbon offsetting. 

Avis will be delighted to consider providing car rental facilities or media discounts to Alliance members on assignment with a commission or who are able to obtain one.
Visit : http://www.avis.com. Contact : Kally Carder on +44 (0)1628 526 208 or at kally@nobull-communications.co.uk. 

Addu Atoll, Maldives
Shangri-La’s 142 all-villa Villingili Resort and Spa, on Villingili island, Maldives opens in the fourth quarter of 2008 as the first luxury resort on the Addu Atoll in the southern Maldives.   
 
Addu Atoll has more than 25 good diving sites teeming with marine life such as eagle rays, hawksbill turtles, black tip reef sharks, spinner dolphins, coral and colourful reef fish. Manta rays can be seen all year round. One of the best dive sites in the Maldives, the dramatic 140-metre shipwreck “British Loyalty” is located within a half-hour boat ride from Villingili Island. 
The shipwreck, with its hull resting at 33-metres, is covered in black coral. 

The natural dense vegetation of Villingili island sets it apart from many other Maldives resorts. 
The three-kilometre-long island features 12 hectares of lush vegetation, 17,000 coconut trees, towering banyan trees, 45 species of plants, three natural lagoons and nature trails for guests to explore. 

Villingili is surrounded by inhabited islands. Guests can take one of the regular speedboat runs to Gan and explore, by bicycle, the five neighbouring islands connected by a 17-kilometre road which is the longest in the Maldives.
One of the Villingili Resort villa concepts that will be unique to the Maldives is the tree house villa. 
Each of these, measuring 218 square metres and perched on stilts with a private infinity pool, will offer a special three-metre-high perspective of the island through tropical foliage. 
The other four distinctive villa designs include water villas with terraces and outdoor showers extending over the clear ocean water; beach villas with separate bedroom and living room; twin beach villas comprising two pavilions and an infinity pool; pool villas and two presidential villas. 

The resort will feature CHI, the Spa at Shangri-La, a secluded sanctuary offering therapies based on Chinese and Himalayan well-being rituals and traditions. CHI will be located in its own spa village in the resort, with spacious individual treatment villas offering “spa within a spa” environments.   

The Maldives’ second international airport, Gan International Airport, is an eight-minute boat ride away from the resort and Male International Airport is 70 minutes by air. 

Shangri-La will be delighted to consider offering accommodation at the Villingili Resort and Spa for Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

 Visit : www.shangri-la.com. Contact : Kate Jones at kate.jones@shangri-la.com

The European Football Championship (7 to 29 June 2008)

Thousands of football fans will visit Austria & Switzerland for the European Football Championship (7 to 29 June 2008).

The four Austrian Host Cities (Innsbruck, Klagenfurt, Salzburg and Vienna) have set up Host City Media Centers near the public viewing areas for the matches to encourage travel as well as sports correspondents to cover the countries . 

These will be equipped with workstations, telephones, fax machines, a certain amount of PCs with internet access (MS Windows XP and MS Word software), printers (b/w), photocopiers, electricity connections (220 voltage) and TV sets. 

If writers bring their own PC they will find internationally standardised LAN, ISDN- and analog access points for internet and data links. A WLAN network will also be provided. 

Daily briefings will be held in all four HCMCs. 

For accreditation and details visit : www.austria2008-media.at. 

The press-officers of the host cities

· Innsbruck-Tirol (www.innsbruck-tirol08.at)

· Klagenfurt (www.klagenfurt.at/euro08)

· Salzburg (www.salzburg.info/euro2008) 

· Vienna (www.euro2008.wien.at)

The Austrian tourist board will be delighted to hear from Alliance members who are interested in visiting Austria during the tournament or at any time. Contact Barbara Pfister at Barbara.PFISTER@bmeia.gv.at. 

Short breaks for French wine lovers

Vineyard Partners is a company working in the Languedoc region of Southern France, which gives guests the chance to increase their knowledge of wine and winemaking.

The company runs guided tour of the vineyards, following the story of the wine from the vine to the bottle, eating lunch at the Domaine, taking part in tutored wine tastings, purchasing wine at a discounted rate (cheaper than the locals in France can buy it!) and having the chance to create their their own individually crafted fine wine.

Visit : www.vineyardpartners.com
Vinyard Partners will be delighted to hear from Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Contact David Bailey at dave@vineyardpartners.com
Indiana Jones style Adventures 

With the release of Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull, Journey Latin America has the following holiday offerings. 

Journey Latin America will be pleased to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Lost cities & Coppola lodges - Guatemala & Belize


Explore the colonial town of Antigua and towering Maya pyramids of Tikal in Guatemala. Search for wildlife and enjoy outdoor activities in the rainforest; then chill out on the idyllic Caribbean coast of Belize. Stay at exclusive lodges owned by legendary film director Francis Ford Coppola.

 

Trek to El Mirador – Guatemala 


A tough, deep jungle expedition trek and a real “Indiana” experience! Hike for three days and 65km through virgin rainforest with local guides and mule support, while camping in hammocks. Explore Guatemala’s largest, most remote Mayan site.

 

“Lost World Trek” to Roraima – Venezuela
Trek to the top of Conan Doyle’s “Lost World”, the unique Roraima plateau, home to mysterious rock formations, luxuriant flora, weird and wonderful wildlife and cascading waterfalls. It’s tough going and watch out for the bugs, but it’s undeniably one of Latin America’s great treks!

 

Costa Rica Adventure Trails – Costa Rica 

Hike through tropical rainforest; bike across verdant valleys and coffee plantations; raft the steep jungle canyon of the Pacuare river; zip-line through the treetops on a canopy tour, walk on old lava flows on Arenal volcano. 

 

Hidden kingdoms of the Maya – Mexico 


Inspired by last year’s release of Mel Gibson’s “Apocalypto”, travel to the lesser-known south of Mexico’s Yucatán. Wander the colonial streets and imposing ramparts of Campeche; discover vast Maya pyramids and wildlife in Calakmul; stay at the comfortable Explorean Kohunlich lodge.

 

Reef, rainforest & ruins – Honduras 


Explore one of Central America’s most diverse but least-visited countries. Marvel at the intricate carved Mayan temples at Copán; drive through coffee, cocoa and banana plantations and stay in luxurious jungle cabins in Pico Bonito. Relax in laid-back Roatán (Bay Islands), for great beaches and snorkeling/diving on the world’s 2nd largest reef. 

 

Trek to the other “Lost City” of the Incas - Peru


With the world-famous Inca Trail already filling up fast for this summer (now full for May and most of June) why not opt for a tougher, more off-the-beaten-track alternative - the Choquequirao Trek. Only accessible on foot (also along Inca trails), this challenging 4-night trek with amazing Andean vistas takes you far away from the crowds. If time and budget allow, reward yourself afterwards with a trip by luxury train to Machu Picchu. 
Wonders of Iguazú & the Amazon – Brazil


Explore Iguazú’s amazing jungle setting on the “Best of Brazil” tour. Other highlights include the exotic cities of Rio and Salvador; trekking in Lencois, piranha fishing from your floating jungle lodge in the Amazon, and the barefoot paradise of Ilha Grande. 

 

Rivers, rainforest and waterfalls – Guyana 

Discover one of South America’s hidden gems, Guyana, a land of pristine rainforest, incredible wildlife (including jaguar), vast jungle rivers, traditional Amerindian villages, and one of the world’s great waterfalls, Kaieteur (5 times the height of Niagara). 

 

“Mayas & more” for families – Guatemala & Belize 


The family adventure to Central America. Start off in the colonial town of Antigua; visit the jungle Mayan temples of Tikal; stay at the Macal River Camp for wildlife and outdoor activities; then enjoy the beaches and snorkeling on the Caribbean. 

Journey Latin America will be pleased to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.journeylatinamerica.co.uk. Conatact : Tim Murray-Walker at Tim.MurrayWalker@journeylatinamerica.co.uk. 
A place to stay

Opportunities for Alliance members to review new and unusual accommodation

The Amari Rincome Hotel, Chiang Mai, Thailand

The Amari Rincome Hotel, Chiang Mai, Thailand is located on Nimmanhaeminda Road, a popular shopping area for tourists and local residents and  500 metres from Kad Suan Kaew, the largest shopping centre in Northern Thailand and vibrant night attractions. 

The hotel is a short drive to the old walled city centre..

Chiang Mai also sometimes written as "Chiengmai", is the largest and most culturally significant city in northern Thailand, and is the capital of Chiang Mai Province. It is located at some 700 km (435 mi) north of Bangkok, among some of the highest mountains in the country. The city stands on the Ping river, a major tributary of the Chao Phraya river.

The Amair Rincome Hotel will be delighted to offer accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. 

Visit : http://www.amari.com/traveltrade/rincome/. Contact : Nikki Busuttil at db@amari.com

The Andaluz, Albuquerque, New Mexico
The historic La Posada de Albuquerque Hotel will reopen late 2008 as Andaluz, following a $30 million major renovation. 
Albuquerque is the largest city in the state of New Mexico, United States. It is ranked the 32nd-largest city as well as the 2nd fastest growing city in the country. The Sandia Mountains run along the eastern side of Albuquerque and the Rio Grande flows through the city north to south.

The new hotel’s décor will incorporate Moroccan and Spanish colonial influence and will feature a mezzanine-level cultural center, honoring New Mexico’s museums, cultural institutions, performing arts groups, and other culturally significant organizations.  
The renovation will preserve the history of the building, while modernizing the technology and introducing environmental sustainability.  
Andaluz, located a block from the Albuquerque Convention Center, is sure to become the anchor property of a vibrant and revitalized downtown Albuquerque. 
The Andaluz will be part of the Gemstone Hotels & Resorts portfolio.Gemstone specializes in luxury and upscale hotels and complex resorts and currently manages or asset manages 19 projects in Arizona, California, Wisconsin, Colorado, Florida, New Mexico, Pennsylvania, Texas, Utah, Vermont and Washington.
The Andaluz will be delighted to consider requests for accommodation from Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : http://www.hotelandaluz.com/. Contact : Emily Barna at Emily.Barna@mcmurry.com.

The Sun Inn, Kirkby Lonsdale, UK
The Sun Inn in the heart of Kirkby Lonsdale in the UK Lake District provides a contemporary restaurant and deluxe hotel accommodation in a 17th Century inn.

The Lake District, also known as The Lakes or Lakeland, is a rural area in North West England. A popular holiday destination, it is famous for its lakes and its mountains (or fells), and its associations with the early 19th century poetry and writings of William Wordsworth and the Lake Poets.

The central and most-visited part of the area is contained in the Lake District National Park — one of fourteen National parks in the United Kingdom. It lies entirely within Cumbria, and is one of England's few mountainous regions. All the land in England higher than three thousand feet above sea level lies within the National Park. The Lake District also contains Scafell Pike, the highest mountain in England.

The Sun Inn, which serves locally sourced food and award winning sausages from the local Kirkby Lonsdale butcher, will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit :  http://www.sun-inn.info/. Contact : Lucy Fuller on +44 (0)15242 71965 at email@sun-inn.info. 

The Old Government House Hotel, St. Peter Port, Guernsey, Channel Islands


Red Carnations has acquired the Old Government House Hotel in St. Peter Port, Guernsey, the Channel Islands.

The Channel Islands are a group of islands in the English Channel, off the French coast of Normandy that depend on the British Crown but are not part of the UK. 

They comprise Guernsey and Jersey, and have a total population of about 160,000. 

The respective capitals, St. Peter Port and St. Helier have populations of 16,488 and 28,310.

The island of Guernsey, also includes the smaller islands of Alderney, Sark, Herm, Jethou, Brecqhou, Burhou, Lihou and other islets. 

The 63-bedroom Hotel is the most historically famous in the Channel Islands - dating back to 1858 and formerly the official residence of the Queen's representative to the Bailiwick of Guernsey - The Lt. Governor.

The Hotel Old Government House will remain open during a phased programme of restoration that will align the OGH, as it is affectionately known, with the other properties within the Red Carnation Collection.

Visit : www.theoghhotel.com.



Red Carnation Hotels is a collection of luxury family-run properties including the Five-Star Milestone Hotel; "41and Egerton House Hotel in London;  Summer Lodge Country House Hotel, Restaurant, and Spa, Evershot, Dorset; the Five-Star Hotel d'Angleterre on Lake Geneva, Switzerland and the Twelve Apostles Hotel and Spa in Cape Town, South Africa. 

Bushmans Kloof Wilderness Reserve and Retreat, a member of Relais & Châteaux, is in the heart of the Cederberg Mountains in South Africa's Western Cape.

Red Carnations will be delighted to offer accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. 

Visit : www.redcarnation.com. Contact : Arnelle Kendall at reader@rchmail.com. 
La Pleta, Spain

La Pleta is a luxury mountain retreat located in the picturesque resort of Baqueira in the Spanish Pyrenees. 

Spain’s premier ski resort, it is frequented by the Spanish elite including the Royal family. 

In the summer, the mountains offer a range of pursuits including hiking, mountain biking, white water rafting etc. 

A member of Small Luxury Hotels of the World, La Pleta is the flagship property of Rafael Hotels, operators of three other hotels in Madrid and Barcelona. 

The hotel underwent a major redevelopment in 2004, including the addition of the 600 sqm Occitania Spa.

With locally sourced ingredients, La Pleta by Rafael Hotels will offer a gourmet experience this summer, with a package providing an opportunity for guests to explore the spectacular mountain terrain and discover fresh, seasonal delicacies native to the region.

La Pleta will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit www.lapleta.com. Contact : Jodie Fenn at jodie@bacall.net. 
 
Ardanaiseig Hotel, Scotland 
 

Luxury west coast hotel Ardanaiseig has been awarded the title of Intimate Wedding Hotel of the Year at the Scottish Hotel of the Year Awards 2008. 

This is the second consecutive year the independent hotel has been recognised for its romantic location and first class service. 

  

Set in a remote and secluded area of Scotland, the magnificent Ardanaiseig hotel overlooks the romantic Loch Awe and boasts breathtaking views of the Argyll glens. 

Ardanaiseig has 16 individually designed bedrooms each furnished with original artworks and antiques, and with the public rooms filled with sculptures and elegant furniture, the hotel exudes elegance and class. 

A recent Victorian boat shed conversion showcases another facet of the house, offering contemporary, chic and secluded accommodation by the waters edge.

 

Weddings are set against the dramatic backdrop of Loch Awe and the rugged peaks of the Highlands, held in a loch side amphitheatre, against the romantic Lost Gardens or even on the hotel’s private island.  
 

Nominated in a massive 7 categories at the Scottish Hotel of the Year Awards 2008, the hotel also received the Gold Medal for Management and a Special Commendation for chef Gary Goldie in the category of National Hotel Chef of the Year. 

The Ardanaiseig will be delighted to offer accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

 

Visit : http://www.ardanaisieg.com. Contact Jennifer McConachie at Crimson Edge PR.  Tel: 0131 311 7050
Email: jenny@crimsonedge.co.uk 

 

For a full list of winners of the Scottish Hotel of the Year Awards 2008 visit http://www.scottishhotelsoftheyear.com 

The Infinity Bay, Roatán Island, Honduras

Roatán Island, Honduras, which is emerging as a Caribbean vacation hotspot, is now home to Infinity Bay, its largest and most bio-sensitive and upscale resort.

Roatán, located between the islands of Útila and Guanaja, is the largest of Honduras' Bay Islands. The island is approximately 60 kilometres long, and less than 8 kilometres wide at its widest point.

Infinity Bay is the Island's greenest resort with design features to protect the coral reef system that curls around Roatán's shores. The barrier reef, second in size only to Australia's, is a designated UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Infinity Bay's state-of-the-art septic facilities put 0 pollutants into the ocean and emit no odors. For their guests' comfort, the resort has also installed a reverse osmosis system making all the tap water throughout the resort and in all its rooms 100% potable. The resort's water is heated by solar panels.

The Infinity Bay will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

This would include :

· three to six nights deluxe accommodations www.infinitybay.com

· all meals

· all adventure activities (diving and mainland tours may include cost), and

· a guided sustainability tour of resort

This media familiarization is limited by availability, and will extend only until the end of 2008.

Visit : www.infinitybay.com. Contact : Ute Frank on ute@seasmokepr.com.

The St Andrews Golf Hotel, Scotland 

Located in one of Scotland’s most famous historical towns, the St Andrews Golf Hotel sits on the tree-lined Scores, a stones throw away from the internationally renowned Old Course golf course.  

Offering luxury and fine cuisine, this stylish hotel is the perfect base from which to explore the many sites of the charming waterside town. 
 

During 2008, the hotel are offering a variety of golfing packages which allow guests to experience a round of golf on the Jubilee, Eden, Strathtyrum,or New Course, as well as tee time on the exclusive Old Course. 

 

Overlooking the West Sands beach, the hotel has 22 individually designed bedrooms each with views over the water or the world famous town.

 

The number 40 restaurant uses local, seasonal ingredients, which have been grown, harvested and reared within a 30 mile radius and includes seafood fresh from the fishing villages of East Neuk, fruit and vegetables from the fields of Fife and meat reared by local farmers. 

 

Recently added to the portfolio of boutique chain Hotel Du Vin, this hotel is one of Scotland’s finest and a great gateway to the Kingdom of Fife and the iconic Home of Golf. 

 

Visit : http://www.standrews-golf.co.uk 

 

The St Andrews Golf Hotel will be delighted to offer accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Contact : Jennifer McConachie on +44 (0) 131 311 7050 or at jenny@crimsonedge.co.uk.

Huhhot, Mongolia

Shangri-La Hotel, Huhhot’s “Grassland Culture and Genghis Khan’s Footprints” package highlights culture, landscape and traditions.  
Mongolia is a landlocked country in East-Central Asia. It borders Russia to the north and China to the south. The capital and largest city is Ulan Bator. 

The recently opened Shangri-La Hotel, Huhhot is the only international five-star hotel in the city and offers a starting point for the exploration, which includes an evening spent in a yurt on the Mongolian grasslands. 

Huhhot (“Green City” in Mongolian) is the capital of the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, in the People's Republic of China, and home to legendary warrior Genghis Khan. It is a one-hour flight from Beijing. 
The landscape is acclaimed for its vast grassland that blooms in the summer months, extensive forest and numerous lakes.   

Places to visit include the Inner Mongolia Natural History and Culture Museum, Da Zho Temple and nearby Antique and Mongolian Artefact Shopping Street with more than 80 shops.  

There’s also the chance to visit the Gegentala Grassland via the scenic Daqing Mountains, which gives a firsthand taste of nomadic Mongolian tradition, including an overnight stay in a Mongolian yurt.  
Guests experience a traditional welcome ceremony, camel and horseback riding, horse racing and wrestling performances, as well as a visit to a herdsman’s home and a trip to an aobao hill, where 
Mongolian religious rituals are conducted. A keepsake Shangri-La picnic backpack containing gourmet items and a bottle of red wine is specially prepared as a treat for the excursion. The third day offers a trip to Genghis Khan’s Mausoleum.

 The Shangri-La group will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.Visit : slhh@shangri-la.com. Contact Kate Jones on +44 (0) 20 8747 8484 or at kate.jones@shangri-la.com.                                                 
The Black Swan Hotel, Helmsley, North Yorkshire, UK
The Black Swan Hotel dates back to Tudor times and the hotel has been refurbished but has kept all of its original features and its traditional style. Along with a restaurant run by award-wining chef Andrew Burton, it also has its own tearoom.

Helmsley is a base from which to explore the whole of North Yorkshire and the town itself offers a diverse range of unique shops. 

Visit : http://www.blackswan-helmsley.co.uk/offers/index.htm. 

The Black Swan will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Contact : Bernice Saltzer on 0797 786 0183 or at bernice@sortedpr.com.

The LIME Spa at Huvafen Fushi, Maldives

The LIME Spa at Huvafen Fushi, Maldives, will join forces with British yoga teacher and detox expert, Chris James, to offer a Yoga Detox and Spa Experience, from 29 June to 5 July 2008.

The Maldives is an island nation consisting of a group of atolls in the Indian Ocean. They are located south of India's Lakshadweep islands, and about seven hundred kilometres (435 mi) south-west of Sri Lanka. The Maldives' twenty-six atolls encompass include 1,192 islets, with two hundred and fifty islands inhabited.

Having practiced yoga for over 12 years and trained extensively in India, Chris James is one of the most sought after teachers on the international yoga circuit. Specialising in teaching yoga and remedial yoga worldwide, Chris is also trained to give nutritional advice, creating dedicated yoga detox programmes for audiences worldwide. 

The benefits of following these programmes are widespread and include weight loss; eradication of toxins; increased energy levels by up to 75%; improved mental faculties; and healthy, glowing skin.

The LIME Spa at Huvafen Fushi will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.huvafenfushi.com. Contact : Alex Everall at alex@bacall.net. 

The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland 
The George Hotel blends period charm with contemporary design, following a near £20 million refurbishment. The Grade II listed buildings date back to 1775, when Edinburgh's New Town development was at its peak.

It was first opened as a hotel in 1881, a conversion from three Georgian houses. From October 2008, The George Hotel Edinburgh will have 250 bedrooms and a brand new mini-spa.In the evening, champagne cocktails draw crowds on George Street, the most chic address in Edinburgh. 

The George will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

 

Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/edinburgh/the-george-hotel/index.asp. Contact Lee MacGregor on +44 (0) 131 3117050 or at lee@crimsonedge.co.uk.

Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members on assignment, with commission or who are able to secure one and in return for a credit or review.

Berlitz 

Visit : www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Contact : Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

Visit: www.bradtguides.com
Contact: Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

Visit : www.foulsham.com. Contact Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

Visit: www.travelbooks.co.uk. Contact: Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

Visit : www.fisherstravelsos.com. Contact Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

Visit : www.africa-adventure.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

Visit : www.globetrotterslogbook.com Contact : Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Insight 

 

Visit : www.insightguides.com. Contact : Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

Visit: www.inyourpocket.com.  Contact: Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

Visit : www.JanesSmartArt.com. Contact:  Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Lonely Planet
 

Visit: www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact: Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Mile Oak Publishing Inc. 

Visit : www.i75online.com and http://www.flonline.info/. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com. 

Morris Communications 

Visit : www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com. 

Rough Guides 

Visit : www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.   

The Alliance bulletin

This bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@internationaltravelwritersalliance.com or +44 (0) 776 419 8286. 

Archive issue of the bulletin are available at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 

The International Travel Writers Alliance
www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com 
 
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides key information and support for 7,000 professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

 

Alliance information is also syndicated to 500 professional travel writers through the North American Travel Journalists Association (www.natja.org), 1200 travel writers through the Society of American Travel Writers (www.satw.org), 600 travel writers through the Professional Writers Association of Canada (www.pwac.ca/blog.htm) and directly to 150 members of the New Zealand Travel Communicators (www.travelcommunicators.co.nz). 
 

 Finally Alliance information also goes to over 1,500 travel and tourist industry representatives.
 

AllWays

 
AllWays, the consumer travel service from the International Travel Writers Alliance, will launch in June 2008.

You can check offline progress of the initiative at : http://www.allways.darkego.net/ and to register as an AllWays traveller at : http://www.allwaystraveller.com/. 
The AllWays package 
In brief, AllWays will comprise :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue newsletters and updates, which will be emailed to AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
In addition :
· AllWays magazine : which launches later in the year, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : which will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility.
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