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The International Travel Writers Alliance : Bulletin 30 : Mid-June 2008

The Alliance monthly bulletin provides key information in a no-frills format for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Archive issues : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Editor: Ashley Gibbins: Ashley@itwalliance.com. 
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2 : Opportunities

Group and individual press trip opportunities

· Sea Kayak Adventures
· Whale watching in South Africa
· The Inn at Manitou, Lake Manitouwabing, Canada
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4: Reasons to write about …

Information on destinations and travel pursuits from Alliance partners and agencies
· Family holidays at Riverdene Lodge, Shamwari Game Reserve
· Camitz Vodka at the Jiva Hill Park Hotel, Crozet, France
· Adopting-a-turtle on Koh Samet, Thailand
· Diving in the Maldives
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· The Sani Festival, Halkidiki, Greece
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	5: A place to stay
Opportunities for Alliance members to review new and unusual accommodation
· The Milestone Hotel, London
· The Sainte Anne Resort & Spa, Seychelles

· The Castleton House Hotel, Angus, Scotland
· Sun Hotels & Resorts, Maldives
6: Travel guides 

Travel publishers that are happy to provide Alliance members with review copies
Registering with the Alliance 

The Alliance registers details of its members, editors, travel partners and agencies.

This enables us to work more effectively with all sectors of the travel industry.

To register visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner/agency as relevant. 

We do no pass on contact details of our professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers without their direct permission.



· Alerts
Bullet point information of genuine interest to travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 

· Media tour : Northern Arizona :Navajo Nation; Williams/Grand Canyon; Page/Lake Powell and Winslow. October 5-10, 2008 

A media tour is being offered to a limited number of journalists that will feature the beauty, adventure and cultural diversity of Page, Winslow, Williams & the Navajo Nation including the new Navajo Interactive Museum, be one of the first to stay in the new VIEW Hotel inside Monument Valley, the historic La Posada Hotel, a helicopter tour of the Grand Canyon.Contact : MediaTours@azcomgroup.com 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com

Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.jet2.com or www.jet2holidays.com. Contact: Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys

Wilderness Journeys, an adventure travel and ecotourism company operating in 17 countries worldwide, will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635.

· MSC Cruises

MSC Cruises will be delighted to consider offering cruise trip facilities to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.Visit: www.msccruises.com. Contact: Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com. 

· Balanzza

Know your luggage weight before you check-in. Balanzza, the first portable digital luggage scale, brings a simple low cost solution for all travellers . Alliance members who would like to review the balanzza should visit: www.balanzza.co.uk and contact Julia Vockrodt at Julia@vp-pr.com.

· Italian Hideaways offers gourmet cookery holidays to the Italian region of Bergamo

Visit: www.italianhideaways.co.uk. Contact: Kate Popham on 020 7928 1600 or at kate@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

· Divi Resorts

Diva Resorts a collection of nine premium resorts on six stunning Caribbean islands, is undergoing a $175m programme to transform all its resorts.Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton on 212.330.0702 or at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Opportunities
Group and individual press trip opportunities

For ongoing opportunities visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com click opportunities.
Selkies come to shore at Sheen Falls Lodge, Ireland

If Irish legend is true, it’s during the balmy nights of Midsummer that the famous selkie folk (seal people) come to land. 

Rising from the waters to shed their seal skins and magically transform into human form, these curious creatures spend time on the shores enjoying much merriment and capturing the hearts of many mere mortals.

It’s also at this time of year when the Common Seal gives birth to their pups and both of these can be enjoyed this Midsummer at Sheen Falls Lodge in County Kerry.

Throughout June and July the 5* Sheen Falls Lodge, located on the Ring of Kerry in Southern Ireland, is offering a special Midsummer package with the opportunity to watch out for the legendary selkie folk of Kenmare and catch a glimpse of the hotel’s friendly seals with their pups. 

The Sheen Falls Lodge will be happy to provide accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. They are particularly interested in hearing from Irish based journalists.

Visit : www.sheenfallslodge.ie. Contact : Laura Patel on +44 (0) 207 100 7018 or at Laura@thespaprcompany.com.

Le Méridien Al Aqah Beach Resort, Fujairah, UAE

Alliance members on assignment. With a commission or who are able to obtain one can apply for press trip facilities to the 5* Le Méridien Al Aqah Beach Resort, Fujairah, UAE.

This includes help with organising the trip, funding flights and providing a co-ordinator for the duration of the stay.

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is a Middle Eastern federation of seven states situated in the southeast of the Arabian Peninsula in Southwest Asia on the Persian Gulf, bordering Oman and Saudi Arabia. The seven states, termed emirates, are Abu Dhabi, Ajman, Dubai, Fujairah, Ras al-Khaimah, Sharjah, and Umm al-Quwain.

Le Méridien Al Aqah Beach Resort lies at the foot of the Hajar Mountains where they meet the Indian Ocean. It’s situated just 45 kilometres from down town Fujairah and a 90 minute drive from Dubai, both of which can be accessed via the regular shuttle services running from the Resort. 

It’s also within easy reach of the area’s natural attractions, including ancient fjords, spectacular dive sites, palm groves, picturesque waterfalls, hot springs and a host of historical landmarks – all providing breathtaking locations for photographs.

The coral reefs off the coast of Fujairah, which are home to many exotic species of fish, give the opportunity to feature some of the best snorkelling, diving and deep sea fishing on offer anywhere in the region. Back on land, mountains are most spectacular during the winter months when the trees and shrubs burst into life, forming a mosaic of colours along the hillside.

Visit : http://lemeridien.com/fujairah. Contact : Clare-Louise Pugh on +44 (0)1473 717928 or at clare@projects2get.com. 

Sea Kayak Adventures
Explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures.

Destinations include Loreto Bay National Park and Magdalena Bay Gray Whale Preserve in Baja California, Mexico and God's Pocket Provincial Park and Robson Bight Orca Preserve in BC Canada's 

northern Vancouver Island. Fully guided, naturalist guides, novices welcome.  

Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com.

Whale watching in South Africa

From mid-July to December, whales can be seen off the shores of South Africa, having returned from the Antarctic.

They stay until the beginning of December to calve, breed and mate in the warm and safe waters.

Hermanus in South Africa is one of the world’s best land based whale watching spots, with the chance to encounter whales within 10 metres of the shore, as well as dolphins and seals.

The most common whales in the southern African waters is the Southern Right Whale.  Sixty years ago these numbered only 200 – 300.  Now that they are protected, there are about 7,000 and about 2,000 come to these shores.

Safari Consultants will be happy to provide press trip facilities on its tours to Hermanus to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.safari-consultants.co.uk. Contact : Fi Culligan on + 44 (0) 1787 888590 or at fi@safariconsultantuk.com.

The Inn at Manitou, Lake Manitouwabing, Canada
Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one are invited to discover Ontario and the best of cottage country with a visit to The Inn at Manitou, a premier golf, tennis and spa resort and member of the prestigious Relais & Chateaux Association located just over a two-hour drive north from Toronto. 

The 34-room resort features a Health and Beauty Spa, a Golf Academy and a Tennis and Conference Centre, located on a 50-acre lakeside property along the sparkling shores of Lake Manitouwabing. 

Now in its 35th consecutive season of operation, the Inn continues to be managed by its original founder and owner Sheila Wise and daughter Jordanna Lipson, who are always onsite to greet guests personally and ensure gracious service and the highest standards of excellence throughout the resort.

· deluxe accommodation and meals at The Inn at Manitou

· airfare from your nearest gateway city to and from Toronto; car rental to The Inn at Manitou 

· each journalist's itinerary is custom designed based on their assignment and travel interest

· as The Inn at Manitou is located close to Toronto, media have the option to visit Canada's largest and most vibrant city as part of their travel itinerary. To research Toronto or another region in Ontario please let us know as we can help facilitate your media visit with the support of our tourism partners. 

Visit www.manitou-online.com. Johanna Burkhard at jburkhard@sympatico.ca . 

Egypt and Jordan

On the Go have launched a new Egypt and Jordan brochure, which gives travellers the chance to : 
 

· sail aboard a felucca, as it plies the Nile. 

· explore The Valley of the Kings

· swim in the azure waters of the Red Sea

· ascend holy Mount Sinai

· haggle in the exotic bazaars

· explore the Rose City of Petra, Wadi Rum, Jerash and the famous Dead Sea in Jordan. 

On the Go offer also provides travellers with the opportunity to enjoy rare experiences such as the ancient Sun Festival of King Ramses II at Abu Simbel, or ‘Eco Egypt’, an especially rewarding tour that combines touring at some of Egypt’s best loved sights and the chance for you to contribute to both the environment and segments of the local community.

 

On the Go have also designed a number of family-friendly packages to blend a cultural trip with the adventure for children and will be happy to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.onthegotours.com. Contact Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 20 7385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com
 

Natural retreats – Yorkshire Dales, UK

Natural Retreats was launched in late 2006 with 10 luxury residences situated in some of the most dramatic, breathtaking and varied landscapes in the UK’s Yorkshire Dales. It has been temporarily closed for the construction of  nine more residences, will be open again on 4 July 2008.
The Yorkshire Dales is the name given to an upland area of river valleys and the hills in Northern England, most of it within the Yorkshire Dales District National Park. 
Natural Retreats will be happy to provide accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.naturalretreats.com. Contact Kathryn Peel on (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.
Leads
Brief information on travel and tourism industry initiatives

The Luxury Collection

In a partnership with Luggage Forward and NewspaperDirect, The Luxury Collection Hotels & Resorts has created two new guest services. 

Guest’s have the chance to have their baggage retrieved by Luggage Forward's door-to-door luggage delivery service prior to departure and sent to the hotel to be placed in the room and unpacked before the guest arrives, upon request. Through NewspaperDirect, guests staying at Luxury Collection properties can also choose from over 600 newspapers and magazines from 77 countries, and have their favourites delivered to their room throughout the stay. 

The Luxury Collection will be happy to provide accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit : www.luxurycollection.com. Contact : Rachel Witham at Rachel.Witham@starwoodhotels.com 

The Westin Princeville Ocean Resort Villas, Hawai'i.
Starwood Hotels & Resorts has opened the Westin Princeville Ocean Resort Villas its third vacation ownership resort in Hawai'i. Located within the community of Princeville on Kaua'i's North Shore, the oceanfront property comprises 18.5 acres 200 feet above Hawaii’s famous Anini Beach. The resort features 173 two-bedroom villas, four pools, three whirlpools, a two-story clubhouse, a restaurant, and general store. Princeville's world-acclaimed champion golf courses, The Prince and The Makai, border the resort. 

The Westin Princeville Ocean Resort Villas will be happy to provide accommodayion to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit : www.westin.com. Contact : Rachel Witham on+44 (0) 207 290 7107 or at  rachel.witham@starwoodhotels.com
The Courtauld Cézannes, London 


For the first time, The Courtauld Gallery will be showing its entire collection of the works of Paul Cézanne. The gallery is known to have the finest collection of Cézanne works in Britain, including paintings, drawings and watercolours from the artist's long career. The Courtauld also holds an important group of 9 hand-written letters in which Cézanne reflects upon the fundamental principles of his art.  From 26 June – 5 October.  For press  review tickets contact Sue Bond at info@suebond.co.uk.

The Last Debutantes at Kensington Palace, London


The Last Debutantes exhibition will draw visitors into the world of the debutante and the detailed preparations required for ‘coming out’ and The Season. The exhibition will feature accessories and stunning examples of couture dresses by Christian Dior, Pierre Balmain, Jacques Heim and Worth, worn by the debutantes for evening engagements and their official court presentations at Buckingham Palace. Opens 11 June. For press review tickets contact Catherine.Steventon@hrp.org.uk.

Mallorca Farmhouses’

Mallorca Farmhouses’ portfolio of over 200 properties includes a large selection of rustic farmhouses, cottage hideaways and luxury villas to choose from, all with private pools. will be happy to provide  accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit www.mfh.co.uk. Contact : Beth Kendall at beth@citruspr.co.uk. 

Starwood Hotels & Resorts, Libya
Starwood Hotels & Resorts is to open its first two hotels in Libya. The Sheraton Tripoli and the Four Points by Sheraton Tripoli, which are scheduled to be completed by January 2010, will be situated on nearly two miles of Mediterranean beachfront, minutes from the centre of Tripoli, the historic, seaside capital of Libya.  Starwood will be happy to provide accommodation at the two hotels when they open  to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit : www.sheraton.com and www.fourpoints.com. Contact : Rachel Whitman at  rachel.witham@starwoodhotels.com  
 

Reasons to write about
More in-depth information on destinations and travel pursuits from partners and agencies looking to work with Alliance members

Family holidays at Riverdene Lodge, Shamwari Game Reserve

Riverdene Lodge, is situated at the world renowned Shamwari Private Game Reserve near Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape, South Africa. It has been voted the best game reserve in South Africa for ten consecutive years.

Riverdene Lodge provides a resort for families, with its newly renovated accommodation and its educational activities for children.

 

By mid-July 2008, Riverdene Lodge will have nine inter-leading luxury family rooms accommodating a maximum of 24 guests including children.  

 

It will also feature two supervised playrooms for children’s activities and spacious green lawns with a jungle gym.  Various sport, social and cultural activities such as soccer, cricket, swimming, face-painting, African bead making, treasure hunts, and star gazing will be arranged to entertain the children during their stay. 

 

Over and above these standard children activities, the children will also enjoy educational game drives, bush survival tips, animal, spoor and dung identifications activities among many others.  

 

The children will be introduced to Shamwari Game Reserve and Born Free Foundation’s challenge to promote the conservation of species and the protection of habitat.

The children also get exclusive access to the Born Free Foundation Big Cat Rescue Centers, the Shamwari Animal Hospital and the Shamwari Film Studio, all based and managed on the Shamwari Game Reserve. 

 

At the Shamwari Animal Hospital, the children will see different types of wild animals or raptors that are currently being cared for, under special supervision by the Shamwari veterinarian team, for release back into the wild. One such animal includes an orphaned six-month old elephant calf, which requires constant round the clock care. 

 

Finally, the children will meet with the Shamwari film crew and be shown where the popular international “Unearthed 2” series was produced and edited (‘Unearthed 2” is currently being aired on Animal Planet). In addition, they will also be given a sneak preview of the film footage of the new “Shamwari – a wild life” series, which is due for airing in August/September 2008 on the Discovery Channel’s Animal Planet.

  

The Shamwari Game Reserve will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit www.shamwari.com. Contact : Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 20 7385 7090 or at kathryn@grifcopr.com 
 

Camitz Vodka at the Jiva Hill Park Hotel, Crozet

The Vodka Bar at the Jiva Hill Park Hotel, Crozet, is inviting Alliance members to discover Camitz Vodka, the first sparkling vodka in the world!
 

Crozet is nestled at the foot of the Jura mountains in eastern France several miles from the Swiss city of Geneva and a bit less than 100 miles from the French city of Lyon.

Camitz Vodka originates from Sweden and is made with water from the underground ice-age springs of Töllsjo and grains from the fields of Västergötland near the distillery. 

The vodka is distilled five times before carbonation with an all-natural CO2 source that’s specially filtered for Camitz – creating the ultimate vodka experience. The hotel has the exclusivity to this drink in France and Switzerland throughout 2008, and it is available only at the most exclusive venues worldwide - London retailers including Raffles and The Burlington Club. 

Camitz is topped with a Champagne stopper, and when served at the bar a special hand-crafted machine is used in order to keep the vodka contained as fizzy as possible! 

 

The Jiva Hill Park Hotel, Crozet will be pleased to provide accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.jivahill.com. Contact : Joanna Cadbury on +44 (0)20 7385 7090 or at  Joanna@grifcopr.com
Adopting-a-turtle on Koh Samet, Thailand
Samed Resorts, owners of five resorts on the idyllic island of Koh Samet, has launched its ‘Adopt-a-Turtle’ initiative as part of growing efforts to promote the island’s natural beauty and wealth of native wildlife.  

Ko Samet, is an island located in the Gulf of Thailand off the coastline of the Thai province of Rayong, approximately 220 km southeast of Bangkok.

Key players in the campaign are the five-star Paradee, on the secluded southern tip of the island and its sister resort Le Vimarn Cottages & Spa, on the island’s north western coast.

In February this year, a female green turtle laid 100 eggs in a nest on the beach at Paradee, of which half were taken to be raised by the Department of Marine and Coastal Resources as part of a conservation programme. 

The remaining eggs were left in the mother’s nest at Paradee and a special protection zone was set up to allow the eggs to hatch under the watchful eye of the staff and guests of the resort. At the end of April, following extensive beach cleaning, the hatched Paradee turtles were released back into the wild.

Guests at Paradee and Le Vimarn will be invited to ‘adopt’ a turtle by purchasing locally hand-crafted beanbag turtles or packs of six specially designed greetings cards, available to purchase at the resorts. In addition guests may contribute to the project through further donations and volunteering. 

 Samed Resorts hopes to encourage members of the community and other resorts on the island to work together on similar conservation projects including the planting of coral reefs; regular beach cleaning and recycling; the conservation of the population of Hornbills; and the protection of the natural beauty of this paradise island.

The Samed Resorts portfolio includes accessible yet stylish beach accommodation at Ao Prao (four star); Samed Club (three star); Sai Kaew Beach Resort (three star); four-star deluxe glamour at Le Vimarn Cottages & Spa; and five star luxury at Paradee. Each property is beautifully designed and superbly comfortable, offering different facilities to meet a variety of needs. 

Samed Resorts will be happy to provide accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : http://www.samedresorts.com/. Contact Alex Everall on +44 (0) 8704 288 401 or at alexeverall@bacall.net.

Pablo Picasso in the United Arab Emirate’s 
The United Arab Emirates’s first public exhibition of the works of Pablo Picasso runs at the Emirates Palace, Abu Dhabi, the capital of the United Arab Emirates until 4 September 2008 

The exhibition is drawn exclusively from the singularly most important holdings of the Musée National Picasso, Paris, which came directly from the artist’s studios. A total of 183 works will be shown including paintings, sculptures and works on paper—beginning with Picasso’s Blue Period Self-Portrait of 1901 and concluding with Portrait of the Young Painter (1972), made only months before his death.

 

An exhibition feature exclusive to Abu Dhabi will be the inclusion of 40 drawings, prints and illuminated manuscripts that reveal, for the first time, Picasso’s development of a calligraphic poetry on the border between text and image. These 40 works are reminiscent of the Arab cultural influences that Picasso absorbed during his youth in Malaga.

The Emirates Palace will be happy to provide accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit : www.emiratespalace.com. Contact : Katheryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com  
Diving in the Maldives

The new Beach House at Manafaru, Maldives, which opened in February 2008 features 68 generously sized and elegantly decorated villas each with their own private pool. 

They are spread throughout the island’s lush vegetation and feature beautiful Maldivian style thatched-roofs. The Maldives is home to some of the most dramatic and undiscovered reefs in the world. 

The Beach House is home to a 5* PADI diving centre where fully qualified instructors can take guests out to explore some of the local ship wrecks and nearby dive hot-spots with vibrant coral reefs teaming with marine life. 

These include : 

 

Huvanhandhoo Corner (30 mins by boat)

At the South-East side of the Atoll the only large channel provides plankton rich water, and the reefs surrounding have abundant coloured soft and hard corals. The outside reef next to Huvanhandhoo Island accommodates some of the most stunning fish in the world, including sweet lips, red and black snapper, surgeon fish, banner fish and red tooth trigger fish. The hard corals are crowded with cleaning fish, and huge dog tooth tunas and large napoleon families swim amongst these corals, making this dive an experience not to be missed. 

 

Filadhoo Wreck (90 mins by boat)

Next to the local Island Filadhoo lays a 50 year old wreck, having  sunk to a depth of 14 metres, this makes it a perfect dive for beginners and advanced divers alike. The wreck is now overgrown with a variety of hard and soft corals, hosting schools of jack fish, groupers, snappers and fusiliers. For those lucky enough, Eagle rays and white tip reef sharks can also be seen. 

 

Dighufaruhuraa Beru (55 mins by boat)

During the South-West monsoon, rich plankton waters attract manta rays and whale sharks feeding on the surface, making this a spectacular sight. The reef itself has some hard coral, however it is mainly a sandy slope, which attracts white tip and grey reef sharks, and schools of sweet lips, fusiliers, yellow and blue stripe snappers and soldier fish.

 

Bodu Bandu Thila (25 mins by boat) 

One of the most interesting dive spots is located on the North Side of Kudan Bandu Thila, where it is rich in steep reefs, deep caves and black coral, which hosts the famous long nose hawk fish. One of the caves has a ‘look through’ and the suns rays reflect on the darting schools or glass fish. This site is ideal for a night dive as sleeping turtles and napoleon fish can be discovered in the caves.  

The Beach House will be happy to provide accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.itcclassics.co.uk. Contact : Alison Wood on +44 (0) 20 7385 7090 or at Alison@grifcopr.com. 

The Sani Festival, Halkidiki, Greece
The annual Sani Festival, which takes place at the Sani Resort, in Halkidiki, Greece from 11 July to 31August 2008, is a celebration of contemporary culture.

The Sani Resort is situated on a private contemporary ecological reserve in 1,000 acres of rolling mountain landscape, white sandy beaches and crystal clear waters, it creates a picturesque backdrop to a remarkable music gala. 
 

The Sani Festival combines exhibitions, music concerts and dance performances take place at the resort, playing host to distinguished artists from a variety of fields including jazz, classical, pop and world music. 
The Porto Sani Village will be happy to provide accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit :  http://www.saniresort.gr/page/default.asp?id=3842&la=1 and www.saniresort.gr. Contact Emily Wilson on +44 (0) 20 7385 7090 or at Emily@grifcopr.com. 

 

Festivals in Italy

Arena Di Verona Opera Festival

Verona (20 June to 31 August  2008 )

Since 1913 the Arena di Verona has provided the backdrop for the most famous open air opera season. This year’s program composed of five operas and  forty-nine performances begins with Aida a new production inspired the very first stage design in 1913. Visit : www.arena.it. 

Emilia Romagna Coast (5 and 6 July 2008)

The Emilia Romagna Riviera celebrates an event comparable to New Year’s Eve, the “Notte Rosa” with restaurants, stores, and nightclubs open till dawn with concerts, performances and events. This year’s third festival is looking to attract a million and a half of people who will crowd all along the 110 km of coast between Cattolica and Comacchio, more than 1500 streetlights will be illuminated in pink.

Visit : www.lanotterosa.it.

Umbria Jazz Festival 

Festival of Terme Di Caracalla

Rome. Terme di Caracalla  (10 July to 14 August  2008 )

From 10 July to 14 August, the Teatro dell’Opera will transfer its stage between the walls of Terme di Caracalla, one of the best kept archeological building in Rome.  This event has taken place since 1937. The 2008 season officially opens on 10 July with Aida. Visit : www.operaroma.it/luoghi/terme_di_caracalla.  

Umbria Jazz 08

Perugia (11 to 20 July 2008)

This year, the 35th festival takes place in the streets of Perugia, with spontaneous sessions and free concerts in the town squares and concerts in the Arena of Saint Giuliana, Morlacchi and Pavone Theaters and the hall of Cannoniera della Rocca Paolina. Visit : www.umbriajazz.com. 

The Feast of the redeemer

Venice (19 and 20 July 2008)  

The Redentore (Redeemer) is one of the Venetians' most treasured festivities, and is a tourist attraction thanks to the spectacular firework display in the evening. It falls on the third Sunday in July, when Holy Mass is held in the presence of the Patriarch, followed by a religious procession.

The celebration dates back to the three years between 1575 and 1577 when the city was tormented by a plague. In 1577 the plague was declared definitively over and it was decided that the city's liberation from the terrible disease should be celebrated on the third Sunday every July. 

The highlight of the festivity takes place on Saturday evening prior to the religious event with the magnificent firework display at the lagoon in front of Saint Mark’s Square. Visit : www.comune.venezia.it. 

 The Italian Tourist Board will be happy to consider providing media facilities to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Contact :Stefania Gatta at stefaniagatta@italiantouristboard.co.uk.

A place to stay

Opportunities for Alliance members to review new and unusual accommodation
The Milestone Hotel, London

The five star Milestone Hotel, in London’s Kensington, has been voted Best Hotel in the World for Service in Travel & Leisure’s World’s Best Service reader survey.

The hotel is part of the Red Carnation collection of of luxury family-run properties including "41and Egerton House Hotel in London; Summer Lodge Country House Hotel, Restaurant, and Spa, Evershot, Dorset; the Five-Star Hotel d'Angleterre on Lake Geneva, Switzerland and the Twelve Apostles Hotel and Spa in Cape Town, South Africa. 

The group also run Bushmans Kloof Wilderness Reserve and Retreat, a member of Relais & Châteaux, is in the heart of the Cederberg Mountains in South Africa's Western Cape.

Red Carnations will be delighted to offer accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. 

Visit : www.milestonehotel.com. Contact :Arnelle Kendall at akendall@rchmail.com or on (561) 659-5974

The Sainte Anne Resort & Spa, Seychelles

The Sainte Anne Resort & Spa, Beachcomber’s luxury private island resort in the Seychelles, will reopen in August after an extensive refurbishment.

The work includes an extensive range of improvements starting at the resort’s private jetty where guests are welcomed before being driven by club cars to a relaxing new Reception in the main building overlooking the beach.

  

L’Abondance, the hotel’s main restaurant, will have a complete facelift to include cool reflecting water features, and the Sans-souci Bar will be re-designed to become an elegant lounge bar where guests can relax and socialise.

 

A new Sports & Activities Centre is also being created and the current Boat House will be dedicated to diving activities and a new Boat House with a beach café will be built on the South Beach.

 

Sainte Anne Resort & Spa is one of nine Beachcomber hotels located in the Indian Ocean.  The company also own and operate eight luxury hotels and resorts in Mauritius.  Two new properties have been announced, a second luxury resort in the Seychelles on the Praslin and Beachcomber’s first hotel outside the Indian Ocean, the Royal Palm Golf & Spa in Marrakech. 

Beachcomber hotels will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit :www.beachcomber-hotels.com. Contact : Julia Clark on +44 (0)20 7408 5020 or at JClark@bchot.co.uk.

The Castleton House Hotel, Angus, Scotland
The Castleton House Hotel, Angus, Scotland is built on the site of a medieval motte and situated five minutes by car away from historic Glamis Castle, (childhood home to the Queen Mother) and within a short distance away from Edinburgh, Perth and St Andrews.
 

The hotel has six luxury en suite bedrooms (a mixture of standard, superior and suite rooms are available) all individually styled.

David and Verity Webster bought Castleton in June 2000 and have renovated the property and established it as an elite individually owned, luxury country house hotel. 

 

The restaurant at Castleton has been awarded an EatScotland Gold award, one of only six hotels in Scotland to hold this accolade. 

The Castleton House Hotel will be delighted to provide accommodation with dinner to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or aho are able to obtain one. This can be combined with a trip to the sister Raemoir House Hotel on Royal Deeside (www.raemoir.com).

Visit www.castletonglamis.co.uk. Contact Michelle Nelson on +44 (0) 131 311 7050 or at michelle@crimsonedge.co.uk.

Sun Hotels & Resorts, Maldives
Sun Hotels & Resorts three resorts in the Maldives each offer an extensive Sun Spa, which provides a 60-minute full body massage followed by a 30-minute hydrotherapy session.  

The massage combines Swedish, Hawaiian Lomi-lomi, Balinese, Japanese, Shiatsu, Thai and Aromatherapy techniques. Performed in synchronization by two therapists this has to be the most relaxing treatment ever and a perfect start to a holiday!  
 
Sun Spas can be found at:
· Olhuveli Beach & Spa Resort located on the tip of South Malé Atoll
· Vilu Reef Beach & Spa Resort on Meedhuffushi Island in the South Nilandhe Atoll 
· Iru Fushi Beach & Spa Resort, which opens 21 July 2008, on the newly released Noonu Atoll 
 
Sun Hotels and Resorts will be happy to provide accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit : www.tropicalsky.co.uk. Contact : Beth Kendall at beth@citruspr.co.uk.  
Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members on assignment, with commission or who are able to secure one and in return for a credit or review.

Berlitz 

Visit : www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Contact : Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

Visit: www.bradtguides.com
Contact: Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

Visit : www.foulsham.com. Contact Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

Visit: www.travelbooks.co.uk. Contact: Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

Visit : www.fisherstravelsos.com. Contact Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

Visit : www.africa-adventure.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

Visit : www.globetrotterslogbook.com Contact : Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Insight 

 

Visit : www.insightguides.com. Contact : Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

Visit: www.inyourpocket.com.  Contact: Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

Visit : www.JanesSmartArt.com. Contact:  Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Lonely Planet

 

Visit: www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact: Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Mile Oak Publishing Inc. 

Visit : www.i75online.com and http://www.flonline.info/. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com. 

Morris Communications 

Visit : www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com. 

Rough Guides 

Visit : www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.   

The Alliance bulletin

This bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@internationaltravelwritersalliance.com or +44 (0) 776 419 8286. 

Archive issue of the bulletin are available at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 

The International Travel Writers Alliance
www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com 
 
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides key information and support for 7,000 professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

 

Alliance information is also syndicated to 500 professional travel writers through the North American Travel Journalists Association (www.natja.org), 1200 travel writers through the Society of American Travel Writers (www.satw.org), 600 travel writers through the Professional Writers Association of Canada (www.pwac.ca/blog.htm) and directly to 150 members of the New Zealand Travel Communicators (www.travelcommunicators.co.nz). 
 

 Finally Alliance information also goes to over 1,500 travel and tourist industry representatives.
 

AllWays

 
AllWays, the consumer travel service from the International Travel Writers Alliance, will launch in June 2008.

You can check offline progress of the initiative at : http://www.allways.darkego.net/ and to register as an AllWays traveller at : http://www.allwaystraveller.com/. 
The AllWays package 
In brief, AllWays will comprise :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue newsletters and updates, which will be emailed to AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
In addition :
· AllWays magazine : which launches later in the year, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : which will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility.
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The Alliance monthly bulletin provides key information in a no-frills format for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Archive issues : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

All contacts listed will be pleased to hear from Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Editor: Ashley Gibbins: Ashley@itwalliance.com. 
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· The Retezat National Park in Western Romania : 23 to 28/29 June 2008

· Peter Sommer Travels
· The Mantis Collection
· UK Rock Magazine
· St. Augustine, Florida
· Summer In The City - Berlin & Hamburg     
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· Kenya’s Masai Mara, the Greatest Migration on Earth
· Golf in Kaua‘I, Hawaii
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	5: A place to stay
Opportunities for Alliance members to review new and unusual accommodation

· Great Hotels Organisation and Great Hotels of the World
· The Beach House at Manafaru, Maldives

· In Ireland
6: Travel guides 

Travel publishers that are happy to provide Alliance members with review copies


· Alerts
Bullet point information of genuine interest to travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com

Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.Visit: www.jet2.com or www.jet2holidays.com. Contact: Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys

Wilderness Journeys, an adventure travel and ecotourism company operating in 17 countries worldwide, will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635.

· MSC Cruises

MSC Cruises will be delighted to consider offering cruise trip facilities to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit: www.msccruises.com. Contact: Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com. 

· Balanzza

Know your luggage weight before you check-in. Balanzza, the first portable digital luggage scale, brings a simple low cost solution for all travellers . Alliance members who would like to review the balanzza should visit: www.balanzza.co.uk and contact Julia Vockrodt at Julia@vp-pr.com.

· The Castle of Mey
The Castle of Mey, Caithness, Scotland: the much loved home of HM Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother. Visit: www.castleofmey.org.uk Contact: Jackie Phillipson on +44 (0) 1202 896698 or at jackie@p-pr.co.uk.

· Italian Hideaways offers gourmet cookery holidays to the Italian region of Bergamo

Visit: www.italianhideaways.co.uk. Contact: Kate Popham on 020 7928 1600 or at kate@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

· Divi Resorts

Diva Resorts a collection of nine premium resorts on six stunning Caribbean islands, is undergoing a $175m programme to transform all its resorts.Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton on 212.330.0702 or at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Opportunities
Group and individual press trip opportunities

For ongoing opportunities visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com click opportunities.

The Retezat National Park in Western Romania : 23 to 28/29 June 2008

The PAN Parks Foundation, Retezat National Park and the Romanian Ministry of Tourism, are inviting Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one to apply for a place on a press trip to the Retezat National Park in Western Romania. 

The national park is a surrounded by a cultural landscape with lots of attractions for all ages. As well as visiting this stunning alpine park in the Carpathian mountains, the press trip will take in :

· Corvin Castle in Huneadoara – the definitive gothic castle and a trip to the ruins of the Castle of the Carpathians that was the inspiration for Jule Vernes novel, and 

· a visit to the Hateg country Dinosaur Park which has a network of geo trails and is home some of the most diverse assemblies of dinosaur remains in Europe. 

The Retezat /Hateg region is a rapidly developing destination for eco-tourism in Romania and as part of the PAN Parks process, have developed a model Sustainable Tourism Development Strategy. The trip will take place between 23rd and 28th/29th June 2008.

Visit www.panparks.org. Contact : Gavin Bell on +36 70 326 5926 or at gbell@panparks.org

Peter Sommer Travels 

Designed by British archaeologist and filmmaker, Peter Sommer, this specialist travel company takes small groups on expert led historical tours of Turkey - primarily by gulet cruises.

Turkey, located on the Mediterranean, is surrounded by Bulgaria and Greece to the west, Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia to the northeast, Syria, Iraq and Iran to the southeast. Although most of the country lies geographically in Western Asia, it is considered to be a European country and is currently in accession negotiations for membership of the European Union.

Sitting between East and West, spanning two continents, Europe and Asia, Turkey has been a cradle of civilizations for thousands of years and is an archaeological paradise full of Greek theatres, Roman temples, and Byzantine churches. 

Part of the fertile crescent, the original garden of Eden, virtually all the greats of history have passed through - Julius Caesar, Cleopatra, Mark Anthony, St. Paul… leaving in their wake epic legends and beautiful buildings which adventure travellers can explore today.

Peter Sommer Travels will be delighted to consider offering places on its cruises to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. 

Visit : www.petersommer.com. Contact Hulya Soylu on +44 (0)20 7203 8479 or at hulya@redmintcomms.co.uk. 

The Mantis Collection 

The Shamwari Game Reserve, Eastern Cape, one of the reserves in the portfolio of the Mantis Collection, has been named Africa’s Leading Safari by the South African tourism industry at the first World Travel Africa Awards.

The company itself has been voted Leading Conservation Company 

The Mantis Collection of South African reserves and properties includes :

· the Shamwari Game Reserve near Port Elizabeth

· Shamwari Townhouse in Port Elizabeth

· Oceana Beach and Wildness Reserve near Port Alfred 

· Lake Pleasant Living near Knysna

· Sanbona Wildlife Reserve near Montague on Route 62

· Jock Safari Lodge in the Kruger National Park

· Nkomazi Game Reserve on the Komati River near the Kruger National Park

· Bushman Sands Hotel and Golf Course in Alicedale, and 

· the Last Word Retreats in the Western Cape.

The collection also includes the Jiva Hill Park Hotel (Near Geneva); Alladale (Near Inverness - Scotland) and the Draycott Hotel (London).  
The Mantis Collection will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. 

Visit : www.mantiscollection.com. Contact Alison Wood on +44 (0) 20 7385 7090 or at Alison@grifcopr.com
UK Rock Magazine

UK Rock Magazine, the fifties music and lifestyle magazine, is read by fans of fifties rock'n'roll, roots and Americana music, blues and doo-wop.

The magazine has covered the Memphis in May Festival and the Beale Street Festival, in Tennessee; the New Orleans Heritage Festival all in Louisiana; the Evening with the Stars group harmony event in Long Island, New York and the Shake Rattle and Roll weekender in Yarmouth, England.

The magazine is interested in all roots music events no matter where in the world they take place? 

Visit :. www.ukrockmagazine.net. Contact : John Howard at HOWARDSX@aol.com. 

St. Augustine, Florida 

The Inns of Elegance, St. Augustine, Florida, are hosting a FAM trip (14 to 16 September)  for journalists to the oldest continuously occupied European-established city, and the oldest port in the continental United States. St. Augustine is also waterfront city, rich in history, charm, style and is a walking city.

Visit : http://www.oldcity.com. If you are interested in joining the trip from September contact : Leigh Court at leighc@aug.com.  

Summer In The City - Berlin & Hamburg     

Mövenpick Hotels & Resorts, Air Berlin and the German National Tourist Office are inviting Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one to apply for a place on for a press trip to Berlin and Hamburg from 4 to 7 July 2008.

The programme includes the best of what these two cities have to offer including quite a bit of nightlife.

Places are limited and will be allocated on a first come first served basis. Contact Barbara Geier on +44 (0)20 7317 0904 or at barbara.geier@d-z-t.com.

Leads
Brief information on travel and tourism industry initiatives

The Hyatt hotel group

The Hyatt hotel group has recruited Brazilian Nutritionist Patricia Teixeira, to create a range of nutrition-based healthy juices and smoothies for exclusive use by the luxury hotel chain. These are debuting at Park Hyatt Dubai, Park Hyatt Paris Vendôme and the Ararat Park Hyatt Moscow.

Park Hyatt will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit : www.park.hyatt.com. Contact : Joanna Cadbury on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Joanna@grifcopr.com.

The European Calendar of Events and Public Holidays

Alliance members trying to search for the confirmed dates for specific events and cultural festivals can now visit : www.ontheroad.co.uk, a Pan European web site, which shows specific dates for  events and annual festivals by country, with location, descriptions and website.

Published by Chalk Farm Publishing, the European Calendar of Events and Public Holidays for 2008 is part of the annual European Group Travel Trade Guide, which is used by International and National Group Tour Operators, Cruise Companies and Conference and Event Management Organisations. 

Chalk Farm Publishing will send Alliance members a personal pdf file on request. 

 Contact Karen Kelly-Moore on  (0044) 01761 479645or at info@chalkfarmpublishing.co.uk.

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Dawn of the Dinosaurs: New Mexico’s Triassic, has opened at the New Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science in Albuquerque. The exhibit explores the plants and animals of the Triassic Period in New Mexico and the world. 

The Triassic is a time that saw the extinction of many kinds of plants and animals and the emergence of two types of animals that have dominated the planet ever since – dinosaurs and mammals. Visit : www.NMNaturalHistory.org and www.itsatrip.org. Contact : Megan Mayo at media@itsatrip.org.

Reasons to write about
More in-depth information on destinations and travel pursuits from partners and agencies looking to work with Alliance members

Kenya’s Masai Mara, the Greatest Migration on Earth

Every year, millions of wildebeest, zebra and gazelles trek across the vast East African Plains seeking new pasture. 

From July to October, they congregate on the plains of Kenya’s Masai Mara, the World’s greatest wildlife reserve. 

Safari Consultants, specialists in tailor-made safari holidays to East & Southern Africa will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Kenya to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Individual safari’s include :

· Classic Safari Camps of Namibia (Namibia). Visit : www.classicsnamibia.com 

· Ker & Downey (Botswana). Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com 

· Manda Wilderness (Mozambique). Visit : www.mandawilderness.org 

· Ibo Island Lodge (Mozambique). Visit : www.iboislandlodge.com 

· Offbeat Safaris (Kenya). Visit : www.offbeatsafaris.com 

· Campi ya Kanzi  (Kenya). Visit :
www.maasai.com 

· The Ant Collection (South Africa). Visit :
www.waterberg.net 

· Jaci’s Lodges (South Africa). Visit : www.madikwe.com 

· Chongwe River Camp (Zambia). Visit : www.chongwe-river.com 

Visit: www.safari-consultants.co.ukContact : Fi Culligan on + 44 (0) 1787 888590 or at fi@safariconsultantuk.com
Golf in Kaua‘I, Hawaii

The Kaua‘i Visitors Bureau today has launched Kaua‘i Golf Swings and Things, six courses and 117 combined holes.

Hawaii, one of the United States, is located on an archipelago in the central Pacific Ocean southwest of the continental USA, southeast of Japan, and northeast of Australia.

The courses comprise :

Poipu Bay Golf Course 

Designed by Robert Trent Jones Jr. Along with Grand Hyatt Kaua‘i Resort & Spa rated No. 32 in Golf Digest’s “Sublime 75: America’s Greatest Golf Resorts” . Visit : www.poipubaygolf.com. 

Kaua‘i Lagoons Golf Club 

Designed by Jack Nicklaus. Home to Golf Digest's No. 56 rated course in "America's 100 Greatest Public Golf Courses" (Kiele Course). Visit : www.kauailagoonsgolf.com. 

Princeville Makai Golf Club 

Designed by RTJ Jr. Home to Golf Digest’s No. 39 rated course in “America’s 100 Greatest Golf Courses” (Prince Course) and the No. 1 rated course in the state. Visit : www.princeville.com.

Puakea Golf Course 

Designed by Robin Nelson. Rated the 7th best course in Hawaii – Golfweek Magazine. Adjacent to the lush site where Steven Spielberg filmed Jurassic Park. Visit : www.puakeagolf.com. 

Kiahuna Golf Club 

Designed by RTJ Jr. Outstanding greens feature Seashore Paspalum, Kauai’s only course to offer them. Visit : www.kiahunagolf.com.

Princeville Prince Course 

Designed by Robert Trent Jones Jr. 45 holes of golf – the 27-hole Makai nines and the 18-hole Prince all designed by Robert Trent Jones II. Visit : www.princeville.com/prince_course. 

Kaua‘i’s natural wonders include the 3,567-foot deep Waimea Canyon, dubbed “The Grand Canyon of the Pacific”, and the 3,000-foot towering mountain cliffs overlooking the Napali Coast along the northwest shoreline.

The Kaua‘i Visitors Bureau will be delighted to hear from Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit : http://www.kauaidiscovery.com. Contact : Dan Shepherd at dshepherd@billycaspergolf.com. 

Sophisticated Mallorca
 

Mallorca, which offers stylish villas and boutique hotels, sophisticated restaurants, beautiful beaches and designer shops, is again one of Europe’s sought after destinations. 

Also called Majorca it is the largest island of Spain located in the Mediterranean Sea and part of the Balearic Islands archipelago. Away from the tourist traps, this island has a rustic sophistication that charms and surprises. 

Offering some of the most varied scenery in the Mediterranean, from the palm-fringed cliffs and plunging mountains that define the northern coast to the turquoise sea and shimmering sands at Formentor, the whole island rewards exploration. 

It is possible to drive from one end of Mallorca to the other in little over an hour. The mountainous landscape of Mallorca makes it the perfect place for walking, hiking, scrambling, caving and climbing. 

Mallorcan events

From early July to the end of August, the 47th staging of the internationally acclaimed Pollença Music Festival will be held in the cloister of Santo Domingo, where top classical performers will play over a dozen evenings. 

 

In July two festivals bring folk music, dancing, exhibitions, colourful parades and fireworks to the island. Held usually on the first weekend of July in Sant Vincenç is Nuestra Señora del Mar (Our Lady of the Sea), and in the second and third weeks of July Nuestra Señora del Carmen (Our Lady of El Carmen) lights up northern Mallorca. 

 

Luxury villa company Coastline have added four new villas to their diverse Mallorquin portfolio, bringing the number of properties up to nine.The company has chosen to base their collection of villas around Puerto Pollença in the north east, a working fishing port with wide sandy beaches and a delightful old Roman town.

Coastline will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit : www.coastline.co.uk. Contact : Claire Griffin at Claire@grifcopr.com
Mississippi Casinos and golf in Biloxi
 
Visiting the Mississippi Casinos in Biloxi offers a thriving casino resort, fine golf courses, southern hospitality and balmy weather.

The resort was voted the seventh best destination in the world for gamblers according to a recent TripAdvisor.com survey of more than 1,600 travelers.  The top gambling destination, was Las Vegas, followed by Monte Carlo.The survey found …One of the most well-known destinations on the gambling-rich Mississippi coast, Biloxi… also features wonderful golf, fishing charters, and shows

The Mississippi Gulf Coast includes Grand Bear (Jack Nicklaus design), Shell Landing (Davis Love III), The Preserve (Jerry Pate), Fallen Oak (Tom Fazio), The Bridges (Arnold Palmer) and The Oaks (Landmark) among 150 courses.
Visit : www.visitmississippi.org. Mississippi Golf will be delighted to consider accommodation and golf facilities to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Contact : Dan Shepherd on 703.891.3320 or at dshepherd@billycaspergolf.com.

The Antarctic Dream

The Antarctic Dream, a 78 person capacity expedition cruise ship, which has seen longtime service in the Chilean Navy makes expeditions to Antarctica, taking in the most exciting sights of the South Shetland Islands and the Antarctic Peninsula.

Antarctic Shipping S.A. was created in 2002 by a group of former naval officers and, among the trips :

Antarctic artists

The December 29, 2008 New Year's voyage of The Antarctic Dream will offer a series of illustrated lectures on artists who have undertaken arduous and dangerous expeditions to explore and record unknown regions of the globe. 

The lectures will be delivered by distinguished museum curator, Dr. Eric Zafran, and will highlight the adventures of several artists, including the Arctic journeys of Church and Bradford, and the escapades of Paul Gauguin, who died in the remote Marquesas Islands in 1903.

The penguin lady

Dyan deNapoli, a penguin expert formerly with the New England Aquarium in Boston & known as "The Penguin Lady," will present a series of lectures aboard The Antarctic Dream's January 8, 2009 voyage to Antarctica. Antarctic Shipping will be happy to consider offering a berth aboard its cruises to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit www.antarctic.cl. Contact Adam York on 406-728-4180 or at adam@sublimepub.com.

Hadrian: Empire and Conflict, The British Museum, London

24 July – 26 October 2008

The exhibition Hadrian: Empire and Conflict will explore the life, love and legacy of Rome’s most enigmatic emperor (AD 117–138).

Ruling an empire that comprised much of Europe, northern Africa and the Middle East, Hadrian was a capable and, at times, ruthless military leader. He realigned borders and quashed revolt, stabilising a territory critically overstretched by his predecessor, Trajan.

Hadrian had a great passion for architecture and Greek culture. His extensive building programme included the Pantheon in Rome, his villa in Tivoli and the city of Antinoopolis, which he founded and named after his male lover Antinous.

The exhibition will provide fresh insight into the sharp contradictions of Hadrian’s character and challenges faced during his reign.

Objects from 31 museums worldwide and finds from recent excavations will be shown together for the first time to reassess his legacy, which remains strikingly relevant today.

Visit : http://www.britishmuseum.org/hadrian. For review tickets contact : Stefania Gatta at stefaniagatta@italiantouristboard.co.uk.

Women’s fly-fishing in Wyoming 

Always a popular country pursuit amongst men, fly-fishing is now attracting a growing following amongst women, with even Madonna reported to be a fan.  

Amangani, the Amanresorts luxury resort near Jackson Hole, Wyoming, is running women’s only fly fishing camp between 8 and 12 October 2008.  

Wyoming is a state in the western region of the United States of America. The majority of the state is dominated by the mountain ranges and rangelands of the Rocky Mountain West, while the easternmost section of the state is a high altitude prairie region known as the High Plains. The capital and the most populous city of Wyoming is Cheyenne.

Classes are small and are suited to both beginners and experienced anglers. Instructors will teach the basics of a good cast as well as advanced casting techniques. Instruction is coupled with practice in reading the water and hunting for rising fish in the well-stocked streams nearby. The final day is spent on a full day's guided fly-fishing float trip on the Snake river.
Amanresorts will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit www.amanresorts.com. Contact Tiggy Dean on +44 (0) 20 8875 9923 or at tiggy@hillanddeanpr.com. 

International Maritime Festival, Brest, France

The International Maritime Festival takes place in Brest, a city on the west Altantic coast of France between11 to 17 July 2008

The event attracts 2,000 sailing vessels and 15,000 sailors from 25 nations including 60 tall ships. Surrounding these are 300 exhibitors, 2,000 entertainers, musicians and artists.

Brest provides the authentic atmosphere of a real and living port and the emotion of those rare moments when the harbour is transformed into a gigantic theatre and the visitors feel themselves caught up in a real piece of history. The festival site itself covers the various ports of Brest over a length of 7 kilometres.

There are sailings each day of the festival and night parades and firework spectaculars. The start of the Brest-Douarnenez Race ends the festival.

The resort of Brest will be happy to hear from Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. 

Visit : http://www.brest-metropole-tourisme.fr. Contact : Olivier Henne at olivier.henne@brest-métropole-tourisme.fr
Cape Town, South Africa 

Cape Town is seen to rank with other vibrant new world cities like Sydney, San Francisco, and Vancouver. 

Cape Town, the second most populous city in South Africa, is the provincial capital of the Western Cape and the legislative capital of South Africa, where the National Parliament and many government offices are located. 

It is famous for its harbour as well as its natural setting in the Cape floral kingdom, including such well-known landmarks as Table Mountain and Cape Point. Often regarded as one of the world's most beautiful cities because of its geography, Cape Town is one of the most popular South African destinations for tourism.

Jan van Riebeeck landed in what is now Cape Town on his way to the east in 1652.  The Dutch architectural influence is still evident today with many original Cape Dutch buildings still in use as hotels, guest houses, museums, schools, etc.

The re-development of the Victoria and Alfred Waterfront brings the best out of the alfresco South African lifestyle with street theatre, pubs, restaurants and retail outlets.

Safari Consultants, who are specialists in African Safari Holidays, will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Cape Town to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit: www.safari-consultants.co.ukContact : Fi Culligan on + 44 (0) 1787 888590 or at fi@safariconsultantuk.com

A place to stay

Opportunities for Alliance members to review new and unusual accommodation

Great Hotels Organisation and Great Hotels of the World

Great Hotels Organisation and Great Hotels of the World, which have over 250 hotels worldwide, will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission and who are able to obtain one.

The individuals that host Alliance members will look for coverage in exchange. 

· Great Hotels of the World visit : www.ghotw.com. 

· Special Hotels of the World visit : www.shotw.com. 

Contact : Julia Dennison on +44 (0) 20 7380 8598 or at jdennison@ghorg.com. 

The Beach House at Manafaru, Maldives

The Beach House at Manafaru, Maldives, is an exotic Shui spa surrounded by lush tropical vegetation. 

The Maldives (or Maldive Islands) is an island nation consisting of a group of 26 atolls in the Indian Ocean with 1,192 islets and two hundred and fifty inhabited islands.

This resort spa emphasises healthy lifestyles, with yoga to customised Ayurvedic treatment,  private consultations and mud baths! 

The beach House will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. 
Visit : www.beachhousecollection.com. Contact Kathryn Peel at kathryn@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0) 20 7385 7090.

In Ireland 

The Burlington Hotel, Dublin 

The Burlington is Ireland’s largest conference hotel offering flexibility of meeting spaces from small to spacious. The 500 bedroom Burlington Hotel is sited on Leeson Street and a five minute stroll to Dublin city centre. Visit : www.BurlingtonHotel.ie. 
Cork International Airport Hotel – Cork

The Cork International Airport Hotel is a modern art deco styled hotel located in the Cork Airport Business Park, just ten minute drive from Cork City Centre.It is a fine base for the cosmopolitan Cork City and the natural beauty of the likes of Kinsale and Cork County a stone’s throw away, the hotel really is the perfect location. Visit : www.corkinternationalairporthotel.com. 

Mercer Hotel – Dublin City Centre

The Mercer Hotel is a small luxury boutique style hotel that is both central and secluded. Located on the corner of a quiet street you will be assured of a peaceful stay, but you will also be just a stone’s throw from the vibrant heart of Dublin City. All of the City’s major attractions are within a short walk of the hotel. Visit : www.mercerhotel.ie. 

Parknasilla Resort, Co Kerry 

The Parknasilla comes from the Irish, Pairc na Saileac, meaning the 'Field of the Willow Trees' and is one of Ireland's finest resort hotels. 

Dating back to 1692, the 500-acre estate in , Co Kerry, enjoys balmy sub tropical vegetation, mountainous backdrop and tranquil waters for outdoor activities. Parknasilla is a true resort, offering miles of walks, tennis, a private golf course, archery and clay pigeon shooting. Visit : www.parknasillahotel.ie. 

Tara Towers Hotel, Dublin 

The Tara Towers Hotel, Dublin city has views over Dublin Bay and and has been a fixture in the city for over thirty years. It is located 3km from the vibrant heart of Dublin city centre and next to the beautiful coast and the seaside village of Dun Laoghaire. Visit : www.taratowers.com
And for the budget conscious in Ireland …

Corrib Village, Galway

Corrib Village offers B&B and self catering accommodation for the budget conscious traveller in Galway city.  The rooms play host to the students of the National University of Ireland Galway for the academic year and opens to the public from June to August. It is situated only 2 miles from the lively city centre and located on the historic grounds of Galway University. Visit : www.corribvillage.com. 

Mercer Court, Dublin City Centre

Mercer Court offers pocket friendly comfortable accommodation in the heart of Dublin City Centre. Home to the students of the Royal College of Surgeons during the academic year, it opens its doors to tourists as central budget accommodation for the summer months. Situated next to St Stephen’s Green, all of the city’s major attractions are walking distance. Visit : www.mercercourt.ie.

Montrose Hotel, Dublin 

The Montrose Hotel is conveniently located adjacent to the main campus of University College Dublin and just beside the headquarters of Ireland's national broadcaster, RTE. Just 3 km from Dublin’s City Centre. Visit : www.montrose.ie
The hotels, which are part of the Mercer Accommodation Group and the New Great Southern Hotel Group, will be happy to provide accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Contact : David O'Connor at dave@mercergroup.ie  

Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members on assignment, with commission or who are able to secure one and in return for a credit or review.

Berlitz 

Visit : www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Contact : Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

Visit: www.bradtguides.com
Contact: Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

Visit : www.foulsham.com. Contact Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

Visit: www.travelbooks.co.uk. Contact: Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

Visit : www.fisherstravelsos.com. Contact Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

Visit : www.africa-adventure.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

Visit : www.globetrotterslogbook.com Contact : Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Insight 

 

Visit : www.insightguides.com. Contact : Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

Visit: www.inyourpocket.com.  Contact: Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

Visit : www.JanesSmartArt.com. Contact:  Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Lonely Planet

 

Visit: www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact: Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Mile Oak Publishing Inc. 

Visit : www.i75online.com and http://www.flonline.info/. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com. 

Morris Communications 

Visit : www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com. 

Rough Guides 

Visit : www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.   

The Alliance bulletin

This bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@internationaltravelwritersalliance.com or +44 (0) 776 419 8286. 

Archive issue of the bulletin are available at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 

The International Travel Writers Alliance
www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com 
 
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides key information and support for 7,000 professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

 

Alliance information is also syndicated to 500 professional travel writers through the North American Travel Journalists Association (www.natja.org), 1200 travel writers through the Society of American Travel Writers (www.satw.org), 600 travel writers through the Professional Writers Association of Canada (www.pwac.ca/blog.htm) and directly to 150 members of the New Zealand Travel Communicators (www.travelcommunicators.co.nz). 
 

 Finally Alliance information also goes to over 1,500 travel and tourist industry representatives.
 

AllWays

 
AllWays, the consumer travel service from the International Travel Writers Alliance, will launch in June 2008.

You can check offline progress of the initiative at : http://www.allways.darkego.net/ and to register as an AllWays traveller at : http://www.allwaystraveller.com/. 
The AllWays package 
In brief, AllWays will comprise :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue newsletters and updates, which will be emailed to AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
In addition :
· AllWays magazine : which launches later in the year, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : which will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility.
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