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The International Travel Writers Alliance : Bulletin 32 : Mid-July 2008

The Alliance monthly bulletin provides key information in a no-frills format for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Archive issues : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

The media contacts listed in any of the items will always be pleased to hear from Alliance members. 

When requesting ‘press trip’ facilities members should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Editor: Ashley Gibbins: Ashley@itwalliance.com. 

In this issue 

	1 Alerts 

Bullet point information of genuine interest to travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 

2 : Opportunities

Group and individual press trip opportunities

· The Wideangle
· The Seafood Restaurant, St Andrews, Scotland
· Group RCI
· Active Business Travel – China

· Mead Brown Costa Rica 

· The 4th World of Underwater Images photography competition
3: Leads

Brief information on travel and tourism industry initiatives

4: Reasons to write about …

Information on destinations and travel pursuits from Alliance partners and agencies

· The Australian Outback
· The first underwater nature trail in the Maldives
· Nevis, West Indies
· Surtsey, Iceland
· Music festivals in Flanders

· Big game viewing in Kenya 
· New Italian World Heritage sites
· Naples, Marco Island, Everglades City, Immokalee, and Ave Maria, Florida
· Festivals in Scotland
· Bonaire, Dutch Caribbean
	5: A place to stay
· Charming Hotels Madeira
· The Malikha Lodge, Burma

· The Milestone Hotel, London
· The Hotel Shangri-La, Santa Monica, California
· 9 Beaches, Bermuda
· Tyax Resort, Tyaughton Lake, Canada

· The Oceana Beach & Wildlife Resort, South Africa

· The Peninsula House, Dominican Republic
· The Nines, Portland, Oregon
· The Ellington, Leeds UK

· Former houses of worship in the USA
Opportunities for Alliance members to review new and unusual accommodation
6: Travel guides 

Travel publishers that are happy to provide Alliance members with review copies

Registering with the Alliance 

The Alliance is now registering details of its members, editors, partners and agencies to enable it to more effectively work with all sectors of the travel industry.

To register visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

We do no pass on contact details of our members without their direct permission.



· Alerts
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

· Golf & spa breaks with Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. Contact: Emily Wilson on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Emma@grifcopr.com.

· Reis de Mallorca Hotels will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.reisdemallorca.com. Contact: Doug Goodman PR on 0208 614 1448 or at info@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· The Croation island of Kolocep will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.smallfamilies.co.uk or www.singleparent.travel. Contact: Amy Woodyatt at amy.woodyatt@partnership-plus.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com. 

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Titchwell Manor Hotel, Norfolk, UK will be happy to consider requests for accommodation from Alliance members. Visit: www.titchwellmanor.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com.

· Raemoir House, Scotland will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.raemoir.com. Contact: Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk or on +44 (0) 131 311 7050.

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635.

· MSC Cruises will be delighted to consider offering cruise trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.msccruises.com. Contact: Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton on 212.330.0702 or at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com click opportunities.

The Wideangle

Even the most visionary and exciting of articles will be considered unpublishable if an editor is unable to source quality images that will do justice to your wonderful words!
THE WIDEANGLE (www.thewideangle.com) is already working closely with the editors and journalists from many leading publications who are aware of the limitations that are inherent in illustrating stories through traditional stock agencies. 

With 50 experienced photographers, based all over the world, we are able to supply talented professionals with sound local knowledge and language skills even in the most challenging of conditions and locations. 

If you have a confirmed commission count on one of our photographers to shoot the images for you…and, when you pitch an editor, remind him that the days are gone when even the most original of stories could not be shot! 

Contact : Mark Eveleigh at pix@thewideangle.com. 

The Seafood Restaurant, St Andrews, Scotland

Alliance members are invited to review the St Andrews based The Seafood Restaurant, which is an award winning establishment offering alfresco and sea view dining. 

The restaurant perches on the West Sands shorefront overlooking the beautiful West Sands beach, which was used during the filming of Chariots of Fire, and the historical Old Course golf course and hotel. 

Its sister restaurant the St Monans Seafood Restaurant overlooks the harbour of the East Neuk village, offering spectacular views across the Firth of Forth. 

The Seafood Restaurant, St Andrews has 3 AA rosettes and was declared:

· Speciality Restaurant of the Year 2008

· Winner – Restaurant Design 2008

· Winners of the AA Wine Award for Scotland and Northern Ireland 2006-2007 (AA Restaurant Guide)

· Newcomer of the Year 2005 for Scotland (Good Food Guide)

· Regional Winner of the Remy Martin Restaurant Awards (Hardens Guide, 2005)

· Restaurant of the Year for Scotland and Northern Ireland 2004 – 2005 (AA Restaurant Guide)

Visit : www.theseafoodrestaurant.com. Contact : Jennifer Niccolls at Jennifer@crimsonedge.co.uk. 

Group RCI

Group RCI, an exchange company with over 4000 affiliated resorts worldwide, will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members.

 

Typical of the company’s portfolio are :

Parkhotel Wherle, Germany 
Situated in downtown Triberg in the Black Forest region of Germany, the Park Hotel Wehrle is one of Germany's oldest continuously operated hotels and has been around for 400 years. 

The original Park Hotel Wehrle guests lived upstairs and their horses were stabled and shoed by the resident blacksmith in what is known today as our "Alte Schmiede" or Old Blacksmith Restaurant.

Many famous guests have stayed here including Napoleon Bonaparte when he conquered Germany in 1806. In May 2007, it opened its new 5 Star Sanitas Spa.
 

Menzies Welcombe Spa & Golf Club, UK 
Located on the outskirts of Stratford-upon-Avon and easily accessible from both Birmingham and London, the Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club stands in 157 acres of beautiful grounds. 

Originally built in 1866, the Jacobean-style house combines the traditional charm of the oak panelled lounge and magnificent four-poster suites with the contemporary décor of the garden rooms and luxury spa

 

The hotel restaurant offers a seasonal changing menu of English and European dishes complemented by outstanding views over the beautiful Italian gardens and water features.

 

The Pestana Calton Maderia Hotel, Maderia 


The Pestana Carlton Madeira Hotel opened this year and is one of the most sophisticated and luxurious 5-star in Madeira Island. It also has direct access to the Atlantic Ocean and its unique location provides magnificent view over Funchal.

  

The Blue Bay Beach Club - Gran Canaria 
A 4-star hotel of apartments, most of which have their own balcony with sea view. 

The hotel is especially popular for families given the spacious well-equipped apartments, which can sleep up to six people. Maspalomas beach is nearby with a variety of restaurants, bars, discos and casino. 

 

Grecotel Cape Sounio, Greece 


This luxury hotel, which is set on a 75-acre estate on the edge of Sounio National Park, Grecotel Cape Sounio, has 154 bungalows with private gardens (many with private pools). It is 38 kms from Athens International airport and 67 kms from the Acropolis in Athens.The 124 bungalows are around the main swimming pool and blend into the unspoiled landscape.  All guestrooms feature a balcony terrace.

Visit : http://www.grouprci.com/. Contact Katie Bretherick on 0113 243 1117 or at Katie@lucrecommunications.com. 

 

Active Business Travel – China

The English edition of Active Business Travel – China, for business visitors, includes figures on trade and investment comparisons and business sectors and a quick refresher on the information that will always be relevant to the Anglo Chinese business traveler and hot topics within the Chinese business arena.

It provides a very valuable resource to anyone interested in China. 

For review copies contact Victoria Blackman on +44 (0) 20 7734 5666 or at victoria@ashcommunications.com
Mead Brown Costa Rica Vacation Rentals

Mead Brown Costa Rica Vacation Rentals, which manages luxurious, private villas and premium condominiums in the Playa Herradura and Jaco areas on Costa Rica's Cenral Pacific Coast and offers tours and a full slate of custom services, invites professional travel writers to experience luxury and adventure.

For more information, visit the Mead Brown Web site at http://www.meadbrown.com.  

Requirements 

To qualify to join Mead Brown, you must be a professional travel writer with a signed letter of assignment. 

What’s included 

Mead Brown will cover round-trip airport transfers, three nights' lodging (additional nights may be possible), tours (horseback riding, sunset cruise, zipline canopy tour, crocodile adventure, ATV adventure, sea kayaking and others) and provide a per diem of $50 for food and incidentals for a qualified travel writer on assignment. 

Trips can be arranged from May 1 through November 30, excluding Holy Week (the week before Easter). Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com. 

The 4th World of Underwater Images photography competition

The 4th World of Underwater Images photography competition will be held from the 10 to 15 of November, 2008 at the Isrotel Yam Suf Hotel in Eilat, Israel. 

New categories this year includeThe Best 5 Images, The Best Color Print, Humour, Ecology & Nature Care, Wrecks, Video Clip and a Beginners’ category. 

The Eilat competition is open for all underwater photographers and comes with more than $80,000 in prizes, diving trips to exotic dive sites around the world and cash money prizes. 

The first prize is $10,000 and a trip for two to Papua New Guinea. 

Visit www.thinkisrael.com. Contact : Melissa Ramsden at melissa@igto.co.uk.

· Leads
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Scottish Seafood Trail

The Scottish Seafood Trail of the west coast takes in some of the best Scottish scenery and features three contrasting, comfortable small hotels, all with fresh local seafood, a hands-on seafood cookery demonstration, the chance to join a local fisherman on his creel fishing boat, and enjoy a lochside lunch on the day's catch. Visit : www.seescotlanddifferently.co.uk. Contact Andrew Moffat at Andrew.Moffat@visitscotland.com. 

Italy

Italy has been voted Best European Country in the UK Sunday Times Travel Magazine Reader’s Awards. Greece was second, France and Spain third and forth place and Switzerland fifth. Contact : Alessandra Smith at alessandrasmith@italiantouristboard.co.uk. 

The Himalayas

The Himalayas is a mountain range in Asia, separating the Indian subcontinent from the Tibetan Plateau. Asia Transpacific Journeys sepecialises in custom journeys and small group trips to Asia and the Pacific region. In November 2007 Asia Transpacific Journeys was declared a “World’s Best Tour Operator” by National Geographic Adventure.  Visit http://www.asiatranspacific.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com.
Alternative Airlines
Alternative Airlines, the flight only on-line booking site, launching low fares to over 12 major Russian cities including Moscow and St Petersburg. Alternative Airlines offer cheap flights on a range of the world's airlines. Visit : www.alternativeairlines.com. Contact : Paul Argyle at pargyle@alternativeairlines.com. 


Dakota Hotels, Scotland
Dakota Hotels have launched a collection of golf packages for visitors looking to try out some of Scotland’s magnificent courses. Visit : www.dakotahotels.co.uk. Contact Andrew Moffat at Andrew.Moffat@visitscotland.com. 

The Spirit of Burgas, Bulgaria
The Spirit of Burgas is a new music festival taking place on the Black Sea coast in Bulgaria from the 15-17 August 2008.  Visit : www.spiritofburgas.com. Contact : Nikki Wright at  nikki@globalpublicity.co.uk. 
Granville, Ohio
The Short Story Brasserie, a new restaurant in Granville, Ohio is serving up fine food and wine in the spirit of Ernest Hemingway. Owner James Housteau developed a passion for food, wine and travel while reading the stories of Hemingway Visit : http://www.theshortstoryrestaurant.com. Contact : James Housteau at james.housteau@theshortstoryrestaurant.com 

The Lucania Buskers Festival, Italy
The first international street arts festival in Basilicata, a region in the south of Italy takes place from 6 to 11 August 2008. Twenty-five participating countries will exhibit their artists in 34 different squares in six different towns. Visit : www.lucaniabuskers.com. Contact : Stefania Gatta at stefaniagatta@italiantouristboard.co.uk. 
Azamara Cruises
Azamara Cruises takesguests closer to several cities in Thailand and Vietnam and the smaller size of the 694-guest Azamara Quest, which will begin sailing in the region in December, will allows the vessel to access ports inaccessible to larger cruise ships. Azamara Quest will sail to new dock locations in Bangkok (Klong Toey), Thailand, and Ho Chi Minh City and Hanoi (Ha Long Bay), Vietnam. Visit : www.azamaracruises.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Rathbone at sarah.rathbone@sirenpr.co.uk
Eurostars Hotels

Eurostars Hotels has opened its first establishments in Paris (Eurostars Panorama) and Lisbon (Eurostars Das Letras) bringing the company’s portfolio to 49 establishments in Europe, North and South America. Visit : www.eurostarshotels.com. Contact : Daniel Guillén at comunicacion@eurostarshotels.com.

The Red Sea Jazz Festival

The Red Sea Jazz Festival in Eilat (25 to 28 August) will attract 40, 000 people to the 30 concerts held in four open air venues. The music encompasses the widest spectrum of jazz from New Orleans to contemporary, including Latin and World music. As well as an international line up of guest artists, the festival also headlines top Israeli groups. Visit : http://www.redseajazzeilat.com/. Contact : Castel at rstourism@eilat.muni.il
· Reasons to write about
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Australian Outback

The Great Australian Outback Cattle Drive will return to South Australia in 2010 due to the expected popularity of the movie "Australia" starring Nicole Kidman and Hugh Jackman. 

South Australia has a collection of Outback station properties, which have been the backbone of the Australian Outback for generations, and provide and antidote to city living as well as the offering visitors the opportunity to sample genuine Australian Outback culture.

Accommodation options range from modest shearer quarters, lakeside heritage cottages or a room in an elegant homestead. Guests also have the option to cater for themselves or join a host family who will share their home and provide authentic Aussie home cooked food that totally adds to the whole experience.

Activities range from riding a motorbike around a property to walking the iconic Heysen Trail; taking a 4WD adventure to explore the region and find secret station lookouts, to swimming, sailing and canoeing or simply relaxing, having a massage and making the most of the tranquillity.  Each station offers something different!  

Wildlife viewing opportunities include spotting emus, kangaroos, yellow tailed rock wallabies and native birds. Meanwhile scenic flights over Wilpena Pound, Lake Eyre and the Painted Hills are a must, as well as drives along iconic outback routes such as Oodnadatta, Strezlecki and Birdsville Tracks.

Angorichina Station, based in the Flinders Ranges 515kms north of Adelaide, this station only accepts one booking at a time ensuring guests have peace and quiet and the luxury of having the place to themselves. 

Arkaba Station overlooks the spectacular Wilpena Pound in the Flinders Ranges and is home to 8,000 merino sheep and 150 Hereford cattle. 

North Bundaleer homestead, based in the southern Flinders Ranges 190kms north of Adelaide, has been voted by Conde Nast Traveller (USA) as one of the '80 Best Hotels in the World - Hot List'.

Rawnsley Park Station is a working sheep station next to Flinders Ranges National Park and Wilpena Pound, with four luxury eco-villas, 25 deluxe units, a caravan park and bush camping. Activities include sheep shearing, bushwalking, mountain biking and horse riding.

Nilpena Station has featured in Outback films and TV adverts, and is a well-known station in the Flinders Ranges located on the edge of Lake Torrens 540kms. north of Adelaide.  Accommodation is both in traditional shearers quarters or in the two-bedroom Nilpena Cottage. 

Portee Station is a sheep station offering luxurious historic homestead accommodation 130 kms. from Adelaide..

Poltalloch Station is situated 127kms. southeast of Adelaide, on the shores of Australia's largest freshwater lake. With 22 historic buildings, this country estate includes a jetty house, shearing shed, stables, lighthouse and Victorian homestead. 

Bungaree Station is a base for wine lovers who wish to explore the Clare Valley's 24 wineries just 140kms. north of Adelaide. The station is like a small rural village with its own church, station store, school and homestead, and has remained largely unchanged since the 19th century. 

Audley Travel (www.audleytravel.com) creates bespoke luxury Outback and adventure itineraries to South Australia. Visit : www.southaustralia.com. Contact : Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independent-pr.co.uk. 

The first underwater nature trail in the Maldives

Shangri-La’s Villingili Resort and Spa, Maldives, opening the fourth quarter 2008 in the Addu Atoll, will feature the first underwater nature trail in the Maldives as well as a snorkelling garden  seascaped with transplanted corals.  

The Maldives is an island nation of 26 atolls in the Indian Ocean with 1,192 islands, two hundred and fifty of which are inhabited.

Also as part of the resort’s marine initiatives, guests will be invited to help track some of the archipelago’s largest manta rays, found in the Addu Atoll waters. The Underwater Nature Trail, designed by the resort’s marine specialist, will lead out to the resort’s house reef on the northern end of Villingili Island. 

Submerged signage will identify resident marine life along the way, including branching corals, sea anemones, Maldives anemonefish, clams, moray eels and the colourful juvenile Oriental Sweetlips.  

The marine specialist has also created snorkel gardens close to the southwest shoreline of the resort. In addition to offering a marine adventure for less experienced swimmers, the shallow-water snorkel gardens will provide a nursery for corals and reef fish.    

Experienced divers can participate in the tracking of manta rays. Addu Atoll is one of the few places in the Maldives where giant manta rays with wingspans of five metres can be found year-round.  Divers will be encouraged to photograph manta rays and contribute to the photo database that will be shared with other such centres around the world to monitor the movement and population of the creatures.  

The resort will also set up a programme to educate and encourage guests to sponsor the satellite tagging of sea turtles and support organisations working on conservation on a larger scale. 

With lush vegetation providing the backdrop for trails through the coconut trees and ancient Banyan trees on the three-kilometre-long island, guests will be able to enjoy all the natural wonders of Villingili Island, on land and sea.

Visit : www.shangri-la.com. Contact Kate Jones : kate.jones@shangri-la.com.

Nevis, West Indies

Nevis is a 36-square-mile Caribbean island about 200 miles south of Puerto Rico, and just west of Antigua. It is one of the remaining unspoiled places on earth.  

This island jewel is approximately 7 miles long and 5 miles wide, with natural vegetation that is unparalleled. From the top of the 3,232-foot Nevis Peak created by the only shield volcano in the Caribbean, to the depths of the clear waters offshore, there is flora and fauna to be explored.

Nisbet Plantation Beach Club is the Caribbean’s only deluxe plantation inn located directly on the beach. It is also one of the Caribbean’s historic sugar plantations and the ancestral home of Fanny Nisbet, the wife of Britain's most famous naval hero — Lord Admiral Horatio Nelson.

The plantation’s beautifully-restored Great House, which dates from 1778, and 36 charming cottages all with modern conveniences are set in 30 acres of lush tropical foliage.  The resort recently completed a multi-million dollar renovation. 

Visit www.NisbetPlantation.com. Contact : Priscilla Caldwell at priscilla@madiganpratt.com.

Surtsey, Iceland

Surtsey, Iceland’s youngest volcanic island, has been added to the UNESCO World Heritage list. Located in the Westman Islands archipelago, approximately 32km from the south coast of Iceland, Surtsey was formed following a series of oceanic volcanic eruptions between 1963 to 1967. 

The genesis of the new island sparked the worldwide attention of scientists and Surtsey has been preserved and studied since 1964. 

Surtsey provides a pristine ‘living laboratory’ free from human interference where scientists have researched volcanology, tuff or volcanic rock formation, land formation and erosion, colonisation by plants and animals and ecological succession. The island is only accessible for scientists for research however, Viking Tours operate a four-hour boat tour around to Surtsey on request from its base in the Westman Islands. www.vikingtours.is 

Visitors to Reykjavik can also watch explosive footage of Surtsey’s creation and learn more about the unique island at the interactive Surtsey – Genesis Exhibition at Culture House in Reykjavik. The exhibition traces the emergence and evolution of the island up to the present day and predicts its geographical and ecological development over the next 120 years. 

The latest multimedia techniques are applied to convey the invaluable findings of scientific research in Surtsey. (www.thjodmenning.is). 

Surtsey joins Thingvellir National Park, Iceland’s other UNESCO World Heritage Site, where the national parliament was established in 930 AD. For more information on UNESCO World Heritage List visit www.unesco.org.  Contact: Clair Horwood at clair@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

Music festivals in Flanders 

Flanders, is the northern Dutch speaking region of Belgium known for its historical cities: Antwerp, Bruges, Ghent, Leuven and Mechelen. 

Brussels is the capital of Flanders and Belgium and the region stages a number of summer festivals including :
Suikerrock (25 to 27 July)

Suikerrock, held in the streets and squares of Tienen and the most important city festival in the country. Over the last 21 years the festival has attracted the cream of the Belgian music scene. Visit : www.suikerrock.be 


Marktrock Leuven (8 to 10 August )

A three-day festival of national and international pop, rock and hip-hop acts in Leuven's historic centre. Visit : www.marktrock.be 

Pukkelpop (14 to 16 August )

 
Internationally recognized as a trendsetter among the music festivals, Pukkelpop is a three-day alternative music extravaganza staged in the open air at Hasselt. Visit : www.pukkelpop.be 

Lokeren Festivities (1 to 10 August)

 
Thirty-four years ago a handful of people in Lokeren decided that it was too quiet during the summer holiday period. What began as a small-scale, four-day festival of three youth clubs with 300 visitors has grown and grown into a city festival lasting ten full days. Visit : www.lokersefeesten.be 

Jazz Brugge (2 to 5 October)

  
The biennial festival Jazz Brugge concentrates exclusively on European bands in a bid to help engineer the development of a European jazz scene. Visit : www.jazzbrugge.be and www.museabrugge.be 

Audi Jazz Festival (autumn 2008 )
 
This festival held in Brussels is a major event on Europe's jazz calendar. Visit : www.audijazz.be 

Visit : www.visitflanders.co.uk. Contact : Anita Rampall at press@visitflanders.co.uk 
 
Big game viewing in Kenya

The migration season in Kenya takes place from July through to October, when over 1.5 million wildebeest, zebra and gazelle start their pilgrimage in search of food and water – closely tracked by Africa’s great predators, including lions, cheetahs and leopards.  

Specialist tour operator, Africa Sky, has safari packages, which view Kenya’s wildlife.
 
Migration Safari : This seven-night safari in the Maasai Mara combines three of Kenya’s finest wildlife areas with two nights at the Porini Amboseli Camp in Selenkay Conservancy neighbouring Amboseli National Park, two nights at Porini Rhino Camp in the Ol Pejeta Conservancy, two nights at the Porini Lion Camp in the Olare Orok Conservancy adjacent to the Mara Reserve and a night in Nairobi.
  
Family Safari : Designed especially for families, this one-week safari offers comfortable accommodation, plenty of game viewing opportunities in 4x4 safari vehicles and lots of activities for children.  It visits three very different reserves, rich with game - Ol Pejata Conservancy, Samburu and the Maasai Mara and offers accommodation at Porini Rhino Camp, the largest rhino conservancy in East Africa and the Intrepids tented camps.  Travel between the parks is by air to avoid long road journeys for the younger members. 
 
Visit : www.africasky.co.uk. Contact : Beth Kendall at beth@citruspr.co.uk. 
New Italian World Heritage sites

Mantova (in Mantua) and Sabbioneta (province of Mantova), together with the Retica Railway (shared with Switzerland), are the new Italian World Heritage Sites chosen by the UNESCO commission in Quebec City on 8 July 2008.

It brings the number of sites in the country to 43 sites.

The 32nd Committee has chosen 27 new sites, according to criteria of cultural relevance or natural beauty and importance, including the little independent republic of San Marino in the Italian peninsula and its Monte Titano.

Mantova and Sabbioneta are referred to as “extraordinary examples of Renaissance architecture and city planning”. Manatova is the former the capital of the Gonzaga family who ruled for almost 400 years and employed in their court the most important artists of their time and relentlessly collected works of art.


The Retica Railway that crosses the Alps between Italy and Switzerland through the Bernina Pass is one of the most scenic railways in Europe, running over railway viaducts of breathtaking height.

Visit: http://www.italiantourism.com. Contact : Alessandra Smith at alessandrasmith@italiantouristboard.co.uk. 

Naples, Marco Island, Everglades City, Immokalee, and Ave Maria, Florida

The communities of Naples, Marco Island, Everglades City, Immokalee, and Ave Maria comprise the Paradise Coast region of Southwest Florida.  

The area ranges between over 30 miles of white sand beaches, along with natural mangrove coastal areas, to expanses of pristine inland wilderness preserves, with vibrant and growing urban areas in between.  The Paradise Coast is known for its colourful nightly sunsets over the Gulf of Mexico. New for 2008 :

The Hotel at Naples Bay Resort is an 85-room hotel that opened February 29, 2008, part of the new Naples Bay Resort mixed use development on the Gordon River, with direct access to Naples Bay and the Gulf of Mexico access.  Visit www.naplesbayresort.com. 

The SpringHill Suites by Marriott Naples is on target to open in October 2008. The 102-suite hotel is located just off I-75 at Collier Blvd. (Exit 101), the gateway to Naples, Marco Island and the Everglades. Visit : www.marriott.com/rswns. 

The Hilton Marco Island Beach Resort is building a luxury destination spa offering full service spa treatments to include massage therapy, skin care, body treatments, hair and nails and a retail boutique. The spa is scheduled to be completed and operational by December of 2008 and will be approximately 10,000 square feet, have 10 treatment rooms and also includes a state of the art fitness center. Visit : www.hiltonmarcoisland.com. 

Naples Zoo at Caribbean Gardens, a classic area attraction that has recently become a non-profit zoo, is now the only zoo in Florida to exhibit the fosa, a rare predator from Madagascar.  Naples Zoo also has a large population of Madagascar lemurs, the main prey for the fosa.  Visit : www.napleszoo.com. 

Sea Excursions is offering a “dolphin experience” cruise aboard the Dolphin Explorer that lets guests participate in the 10,000 Islands Dolphin Project, a 5-year scientific research study to identify and track the movements of resident dolphins in the Marco Island and Naples areas.  Visit : www.dolphin-explorer.com. 

Everglades Area Tours not only offers guided kayak fishing in the Everglades, they now offer guided half-day kayak eco tours, customized bird watching expeditions, as well as bicycle and aerial tours of the Everglades. Visit : www.evergladesareatours.com. 

Southwest Florida EcoTours now offers guided half day and full day tours lead by a Florida Master Naturalist to the Everglades and Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary.  Minivan tours include lunch at a local restaurant.  Custom group and individual tours are available.  Visit :  www.southwestfloridaecotours.com. 

Visit : www.ParadiseCoast.com. Contact : Jonell Modys at JonellModys@colliergov.net.

Festivals in Scotland

Moniaive Guitar Festival 

The village of Moniaive in Dumfries-shire, Scotland is hosting a guitar festival over the summer bank holiday (22  to 24 August) with concerts on all three nights, workshops in classic, Celtic and jazz guitar, open mike concerts, pub sessions and free camping. Visit : www.myspace.com/moniaivemusicevents. 

Edinburgh Festival Fringe

The Edinburgh Festival Fringe (3 to 25 Sugust) programme for 2008 has been unveiled with performers including Clive James, Joan Rivers, Brit Ekland, Bill Bailey, Jimmy Carr, Jason Byrne, Ed Byrne, Ruby Wax, Simon Callow, Michael Barrymore, Jill Halfpenny, and Jim Bowen. 

Many themes that pop up in the 2008 Fringe including topical issues such as The American Dream; Technology and Communications in the 21st Century; Pushing the Limits of Space; Human Confinement; and Celebrity. Visit : www.edfringe.com. 

10th Festival for Wigtown

One of Scotland’s major literary festivals, the Festival for Wigtown, takes place from 26 September – 5 October 2008. Over the past decade this small community, set in spectacular countryside on Scotland’s south-west tip, has been transformed into the biggest annual literary event in Scotland outside Edinburgh and Glasgow. Visit : www.wigtownbookfestival.com. 

Gourmet Glasgow Food & Drink Festival

This annual festival (1 to 31 August 2008) features international celebrity chef demonstrations, special events and Dine Around offers in the Glasgow Restaurateurs’ Association member restaurants. Visit : www.bestglasgowrestaurants.com. Visit : www.visitscotland.com. Contact Andrew Moffat at Andrew.Moffat@visitscotland.com.

Bonaire, Dutch Caribbean

Located eighty-six miles east of Aruba, the Dutch Caribbean island of Bonaire offers year-round sunshine, low annual rainfall, pristine coral formations and the most thriving fish population in the Caribbean.  

A destination for adventurers, explorers and sun-seekers, Bonaire also offers eco-adventure activities including scuba diving and snorkeling, windsurfing, kiteboarding, landsailing, mountain biking, sea and mangrove kayaking, horseback riding, nature tours, hiking, bird watching, sailing and deep sea and bone fishing.  Visit : www.tourismbonaire.com. Contact : Patricia M. Rowan at patricia@adams-pr.com.

· A place to stay

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Charming Hotels Madeira

Charming Hotels Madeira, a group of four former manor houses in and around Funchal, has formed a partnership with the Madeira Story Centre, the island’s leading history and cultural centre. Madeira Island is one of the autonomous regions of Portugal. Although located off the North African coast, Madeira belongs ethnically, culturally and politically to Europe.

The museum offers a fascinating interactive tour through Madeira’s history from its volcanic origins to its discovery by the Portuguese Navigators in 1418, its association with Napoleon and Churchill and the arrival of the jet-set by flyingboat.

The Museum (www.storycentre.com) is located in the centre of Funchal at the foot of the cable car.  Visit : www.charminghotelsmadeira.com. Contact : Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

The Malikha Lodge, Burma

The luxury Malikha Lodge is situated at Putao Valley in Burma’s Northern Kachin State. 

The resort is owned and run by Brett Melzer Melzer, who also owns Eastern Safaris and operates Balloons over Bagan, the largest luxury hot air balloon passenger service in Asia.

Burma, the largest country by geographical area in mainland Southeast Asia, is bordered by the People's Republic of China on the northeast, Laos on the east, Thailand on the southeast, Bangladesh on the west, and India on the northwest, with the Bay of Bengal to the southwest. 

The Malikha Lodge, which lies in one of the last great areas of subtropical and mountain rainforest in the Himalayas, is accessed by scheduled Air Bagan flight service to Putao every Tuesday and Friday from early October until the end of April.

Guests lodge in 10 bungalows overlooking rice terraces that lead to the snow-clad Himalayas beyond the tree-fringed Nam Lang River. 

Putao Valley is one of the most isolated and remote valleys in South East Asia.

Guests have the choice of three distinct seasons. 

October and November harvest time, with brilliant green colors and perfect visibility. Nights are extremely pleasant and guests enjoy sitting outdoors well into the late evening. 

December to February brings crisp, spring like days and cold starry nights. This is the best time for viewing the snowcapped mountains that surround Putao, as well as cozy evenings in the main lodge around the fire. 

March and April see a return to warmer days and nights and the first occasional showers before the monsoon hits in late May. 

Visit : www.easternsafaris.com and balloons@myanmar.com.mm. Contact : Sarah Widness at widness@widnesspr.com. 

The Milestone Hotel, London

The five star Milestone Hotel, in London’s Kensington, has been voted Best Hotel in the World for Service in Travel & Leisure’s World’s Best Service reader survey.

The hotel is part of the Red Carnation collection of luxury family-run properties including "41and Egerton House Hotel in London; Summer Lodge Country House Hotel, Restaurant, and Spa, Evershot, Dorset; the Five-Star Hotel d'Angleterre on Lake Geneva, Switzerland and the Twelve Apostles Hotel and Spa in Cape Town, South Africa. 

The group also run Bushmans Kloof Wilderness Reserve and Retreat, a member of Relais & Châteaux, is in the heart of the Cederberg Mountains in South Africa's Western Cape.

Red Carnations will be delighted to offer accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. 

Visit : www.milestonehotel.com. Contact :Arnelle Kendall at akendall@rchmail.com or on (561) 659-5974

The Hotel Shangri-La, Santa Monica, California

The Hotel Shangri-La, Santa Monica, California reopens in October after a $30 million refurbishment

The hotel is an architectural gem and iconic landmark on the Pacific Ocean in Santa Monica, and a beacon of Art Deco beauty, Hollywood allure and Los Angeles history, with expansive ocean views from every room. Built in 1939, Hotel Shangri-La is a quintessential example of Streamline Moderne architecture. For decades, the hotel has been a popular hideaway for guests ranging from presidents and luminaries to movie stars, artists, tastemakers, insiders, urbanites, and world travellers.

Walking distance to the Santa Monica Pier, premium shopping, and world-class restaurants, Hotel Shangri-La is only 20 minutes from Los Angeles International Airport, minutes from the Santa Monica Airport, and a short drive from some of Los Angeles' most coveted attractions, including Malibu Beach, the Getty Center & Villa, and Rodeo Drive.

The full-service hotel will include 71 rooms & suites (an increase of 17 rooms), a lush courtyard with elevated pool and cabanas, social dining restaurant, lavish suites, and posh rooftop bar.

Visit : www.shangrila-hotel.com. Contact: Maya Benyehuda at pr@ballantinespr.com.

9 Beaches, Bermuda
9 Beaches, Bermuda is an environmentally-friendly hotel in Bermuda.  

Bermuda is a British overseas territory in the North Atlantic Ocean. Located off the east coast of the United States, it is situated around 1770 km (1,100 mi) northeast of Miami, Florida, and 1350 km (840 mi) south of Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. 

It is the oldest and most populous remaining British overseas territory, settled by England a century before the Acts of Union created the United Kingdom.

Set among some of the most spectacular seascapes in the Northern Hemisphere, 9 Beaches’ 84 accommodations are cabanas on stilts so there is little environmental impact to the land.
9 Beaches is especially proud of its xeric garden landscaping used throughout the resort.  (From the Greek “xeros,” meaning dry)  Intended to conserve water, 9 Beaches’ “xeriscape” uses native varietals requiring no additional watering. The property is also dotted with artificial Longtail nests to encourage the native bird population.

9 Beaches even offers an eco-friendly wedding package and couples can help Bermuda’s environment by planting the nearly extinct Bermuda Cedar tree to commemorate their union.  

The couple can label their seedling with a personalized name plate, so when they return for their anniversaries, they can visit their own tree at 9 Beaches.

For a full description of the Eco-Chic Wedding offerings, please see 9 Beaches downloadable Wedding Planner at http://www.9beaches.com/weddings/WeddingPlanner.pdf.  

Visit www.9beaches.com. Contact : Priscilla Caldwell at priscilla@madiganpratt.com. 

Tyax Resort, Tyaughton Lake, Canada
Tyax Resort is an impressive log lodge built on the shores of Tyaughton Lake. Tyaughton Creek is a 50 kilometre tributary of British Columbia's Bridge River.

With 29 guest rooms, a dining room with vaulted ceilings, conference room and patio overlooking the lake, Tyax is one of the most impressive and largest log structures in Canada.The Tyax Resort is a destination for backcountry adventure and wildlife lovers. 

Canadian Sky is offering a tour to the Tyax Resort with the opportunity to take in lively Vancouver and Whistler along the way.

Visit : http://tyax.com/accommodation.php and www.canadiansky.co.uk. Contact : Beth Kendall at beth@citruspr.co.uk.

The Oceana Beach & Wildlife Resort, South Africa

The Mantis Collection have added the Oceana Beach & Wildlife Resort, near Port Elizabeth, South Africa, to its portfolio. 

The resort first started as a personal sanctuary along an expanse of Eastern Cape beach before its now Texan owner, Rip Miller, got the idea for Oceana after spending time on other reserves in South Africa.

With just 10 spacious private suites spread around the reserve, Oceana retains levels of exclusive privacy.  

These include a select group of three unique guest suites in the Ocean Lodge and another three in the Private Ocean House as well as individual private chalets, all of which take advantage of the stunning views out onto the sea. 

The location enables scuba diving, whale watching, deep sea fishing and windsurfing and land excursions such as star gazing, sundowners and golf and guided tours, On-site luxuries include a full range of spa treatments and 5-star dining.

Visit : www.mantiscollection.com. Contact : Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

The Peninsula House, Dominican Republic

The Peninsula House, which opened its doors in late February 2008, is the Dominican Republic’s first Small Luxury Hotel.   

The Dominican Republic is a Caribbean nation located west of Puerto Rico and east of Cuba and Jamaica Its western third is the nation of Haiti, making it one of two Caribbean islands that are occupied by two countries.

The architecture of The Peninsula House evokes the traditional 18th century Caribbean plantation house as researched by owner Thomas Stamm of South Africa.  He then brought on board renowned French architect Serge Robin who has been named as one of Architectural Digest’s Top 100 Designers and Architects. 

The result is an 18,000-square-foot estate sited on a 15-acre bluff overlooking the Atlantic and the 12-mile Coson beach of the Samana Peninsula.  

Located within The Peninsula House is the museum-quality art and antiques collection, which Stamm’s mother, Marie-Claude Thiebault, a native of France, has nurtured during her years of traveling the world.  

Purchased in galleries and flea markets around the globe, the collection features works by Seruchi Chang, one of India's top painters from Bombay; Louis 15th chairs; 18th century Burmese and Indonesian marionette puppets; a Chinese artifact dating from BC; and drawings by famous Greek artist Fassianos illustrating poems of French poet Paul Seghers, among many others.  

Considered works of art in their own right, a total of 21 antique crystal chandeliers hang throughout the hotel (with at least one in each suite) and Turkish carpets adorn floors.

Nearby activities include whale watching excursions, horseback riding, island tours, kite and wind surfing, surfing and deep sea fishing.  

Evenings guests can venture in to Las Terranas village where old fishing shacks have been renovated into beachfront lounges featuring live music, revolving art exhibits and the perfect ambiance to enjoy a tropical sunset cocktail.

Visit http://www.thepeninsulahouse.com. Contact : Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widness-co-pr.com. 

The Nines, Portland, Oregon

The Nines, a 331-room Luxury Collection Hotel (Starwood Hotels & Resorts) is to open in downtown Portland, Oregon, this fall. The hotel will occupy the top nine floors of the historic Meier & Frank Building; a stylishly renovated Macy’s department store fills the building’s lower five levels. 

A key component of the $133 million project is converting the top floors of the former department store from a solid box to a hollow square. The creation of this atrium will give all guest access to a view and natural light. The hotel also has a glass-roofed lobby, a rooftop lounge, a 7,000-square-foot ballroom, and 7,000 square feet of additional conference, meeting and banquet facilities. 

Visit : www.thenines.com. Contact Lisa Chamberlain at oregon.uk@btinternet.com.

The Ellington, Leeds UK

Pantin Hotels is open The Ellington, a new luxury boutique property in the heart of Leeds’ financial district on 8 September 2008.  
 
Created from an elegant terrace of three Georgian townhouses, The Ellington will have 35 rooms, including several one- and two-bedroom suites. The Restaurant at The Ellington, is a collaboration with world-renowned chef Albert Roux OBE, who will oversee the Classic Modern menu, ensuring that the finest seasonal produce is used and, where possible, sourced locally.  
Pantin Hotels is the luxury group created by David Pantin, previously Managing Director of The Rocco Forte Collection and Chairman of Dawnay Shore Hotels Plc.  The Ellington is the group’s first property.  
Visit : www.pantinhotels.com. Sue Heady on sue@headycommunications.com
Former houses of worship in the USA

Christopher’s B&B, Bellevue, Kentucky: Named after the Patron Saint of Travelers, this 100-year-old building was privately purchased from the Bellevue Christian Church. Keeping all of the original stained glass windows and hardwood floors, the church was transformed into a B&B in 1997. 
 

Belfry Inne & Bistro, Sandwich, Massachusetts : A collection of a former abbey and parsonage buildings, massive stained glass windows, vaulted ceilings and rooms named after the seven days of creation offer reverence to the original structure. Now featuring a fine dining restaurant and luxurious, spacious rooms, along with a whimsical bistro, this property is a study in preservation.

 

Lathrop House B&B, Springfield, Massachusetts : At one time the building was a Reform Jewish Temple and a Yeshiva (school of Jewish studies). Now it is the only Kosher B&B in the U.S. where guests can attend Friday night and Saturday services without leaving the premises.

 

Churchyard Inn, Uniontown, Washington: Originally constructed in 1905 as a parish house, then converted to a convent in 1913, the Churchyard Inn was renovated as a B&B in 1995, exposing the original detailed woodwork and three floors of spacious hallways, bedrooms, and balconies. It is a wonderful blend of old world craftsmanship and a unique B&B where "hospitality is a habit."

 

Miller’s Daughter B&B, Greenlake, Wisconsin : The house was originally built in 1905 as a parsonage for the First Congregational Church of Green Lake. In 2002, the Federated Church of Green Lake planned to raze the parsonage to expand their parking lot. The present owners moved the home to its current location and restored it as an elegant B&B. 

Visit : www.bed*breakfast.com and www.Inns.com. Contact : Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com
Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members on assignment, with commission or who are able to secure one and in return for a credit or review.

Berlitz 

Visit : www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Contact : Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

Visit: www.bradtguides.com
Contact: Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

Visit : www.foulsham.com. Contact Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

Visit: www.travelbooks.co.uk. Contact: Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

Visit : www.fisherstravelsos.com. Contact Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

Visit : www.africa-adventure.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

Visit : www.globetrotterslogbook.com Contact : Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Insight 

 

Visit : www.insightguides.com. Contact : Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

Visit: www.inyourpocket.com.  Contact: Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

Visit : www.JanesSmartArt.com. Contact:  Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Lonely Planet

 

Visit: www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact: Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Mile Oak Publishing Inc. 

Visit : www.i75online.com and http://www.flonline.info/. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com. 

Morris Communications 

Visit : www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com. 

Rough Guides 

Visit : www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.   

The Alliance bulletin

This bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@internationaltravelwritersalliance.com or +44 (0) 776 419 8286. 

Archive issue of the bulletin are available at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 

The International Travel Writers Alliance
www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com 
 
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides key information and support for 7,200 professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

 

Alliance information is also syndicated to 500 professional travel writers through the North American Travel Journalists Association (www.natja.org), 1200 travel writers through the Society of American Travel Writers (www.satw.org), 600 travel writers through the Professional Writers Association of Canada (www.pwac.ca/blog.htm) and directly to 150 members of the New Zealand Travel Communicators (www.travelcommunicators.co.nz). 
 

 Finally Alliance information also goes to over 1,500 travel and tourist industry representatives.
 

AllWays

 
AllWays, the consumer travel service from the International Travel Writers Alliance, will launch in June 2008.

You can check offline progress of the initiative at : http://www.allways.darkego.net/ and to register as an AllWays traveller at : http://www.allwaystraveller.com/. 
The AllWays package 
In brief, AllWays will comprise :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue newsletters and updates, which will be emailed to AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
In addition :
· AllWays magazine : which launches later in the year, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : which will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility.
The International Travel Writers Alliance : Bulletin 31: July 2008

The Alliance monthly bulletin provides key information in a no-frills format for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Archive issues : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

· The media contacts listed in any of the items will always be pleased to hear from Alliance members. 

· Members requesting ‘press trip’ facilities, members should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Editor: Ashley Gibbins: Ashley@itwalliance.com. 

In this issue 

	1 Alerts 

Bullet point information of genuine interest to travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 

2 : Opportunities

Group and individual press trip opportunities

· The Wideangle
· Herdade Do Gizo estate in Alentejo, Portugal
· Visit USA Association and TIA Media Marketplace, London
· The Fazendin Portfolio, Africa
· Telluride Blues & Brews Festival

· Holbeck Ghyll Country House Hotel, Windermere, UK
3: Leads

Brief information on travel and tourism industry initiatives

4: Reasons to write about …

Information on destinations and travel pursuits from Alliance partners and agencies

· Events and festivals this autumn
· Haunting Breaks 

· Frégate Island Private, the Seychelles’
· Former lighthouses in North America
· Amazing Mendoza Tours in Argentina 

· Whitewater rafting in New Mexico

· Africa safaris
· Walking in Austria
· The North of Scotland 
	5: A place to stay
Opportunities for Alliance members to review new and unusual accommodation 

· The Black Swan Hotel, Yorkshire, UK
· Shangri-La’s Villingili Resort and Spa, Maldives

· Rosewood Dubai
· The Draycott and Cotswold House hotels, UK 

· The Divi Flamingo Beach Resort, 

· Bonaire, Caribbean Dusit Thani Laguna Phuket 

6: Travel guides 

Travel publishers that are happy to provide Alliance members with review copies
Registering with the Alliance 

The Alliance is now registering details of its members, editors, partners and agencies to enable it to more effectively work with all sectors of the travel industry.

Visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

We do no pass on contact details of our members without their direct permission.



· Alerts
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

· Golf & spa breaks with Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. Contact: Emily Wilson on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Emma@grifcopr.com.

· Reis de Mallorca Hotels will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.reisdemallorca.com. Contact: Doug Goodman PR on 0208 614 1448 or at info@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· The Croation island of Kolocep will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.smallfamilies.co.uk or www.singleparent.travel. Contact: Amy Woodyatt at amy.woodyatt@partnership-plus.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com. 

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Titchwell Manor Hotel, Norfolk, UK will be happy to consider requests for accommodation from Alliance members. Visit: www.titchwellmanor.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com.

· Raemoir House, Scotland will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.raemoir.com. Contact: Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk or on +44 (0) 131 311 7050.

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635.

· MSC Cruises will be delighted to consider offering cruise trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.msccruises.com. Contact: Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com. 

· Balanzza will provide their portable digital luggage scale to Alliance members. Visit: www.balanzza.co.uk and contact Julia Vockrodt at Julia@vp-pr.com.

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton on 212.330.0702 or at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com click opportunities.

The Wideangle

THE WIDEANGLE (www.thewideangle.com) works closely with the editors and journalists from many leading publications who are aware of the limitations that are inherent in illustrating stories through traditional stock agencies. 

With 50 experienced photographers, based all over the world, we are able to supply talented professionals with sound local knowledge and language skills even in the most challenging of conditions and locations. 

If you have a confirmed commission count on one of our photographers to shoot the images for you…and, when you pitch an editor, remind him that the days are gone when even the most original of stories could not be shot! 

Visit : www.thewideangle.com. Contact : Mark Eveleigh at mark@thewideangle.com. 
Herdade Do Gizo estate in Alentejo, Portugal

Alliance members on assignment, with a UK commission or who are able to obtain one are invited to visit Herdade do Gizo in the beautiful wine-making region of Alentejo, Portugal, in return for publicity about an exclusive seven-nights holiday.  

The Gizo Estate is just 90 minutes southeast of Lisbon and the same distance north of the Algarve. 
In addition to wine, the region is famous for its horses and this estate has a stables and riding school.  There is also the opportunity to buy a property on the estate.  

Accommodation will be in a private condominium set in 114 hectares of countryside. The estate villas combine tradition with modern comfort, reproducing Alentejo’s architecture, with wide floor to ceiling windows and wood interiors.

The travel offer includes unlimited cycling and horse riding, as well as unlimited use of the on-site driving range and putting green with full day use of golf buggies to travel around. 

Also included is one meal per day per person, complimentary car hire throughout the stay, with pick up from Lisbon airport and one visit to one of the local wine cellars.   

Herdade Do Gizo Estate is in close proximity to Beja, Alentejo’s capital, well known for its exquisite wines as well as from Evora, an UNESCO world heritage site. 

Visit : www.herdadedogizo.com. Contact : Kerry Clark on +44 (0)20 8878 0787 or at kerry@tidewaycommunications.com. 

Visit USA Association and TIA Media Marketplace, London
Wednesday 2 July 2008  Intercontinental Park Lane, London between 2.30pm and 5.30pm

 

The Visit USA Association PR Committee and the Travel Industry Association in America are inviting UK based Alliance members their Media Marketplace. This will provide you with a great opportunity to research States based story ideas, learn about developments within US tourism and generally network with the US travel industry.  

A number of US cities and states, hotel and theme parks, attractions and tour operators will be there to assist you. The Visit USA Association is a voluntary group of organisations and businesses promoting holidays to and within the USA. 

To register contact : Melanie Jones at melanie.jones@celletpr.co.uk.

The Fazendin Portfolio

The Fazendin Portfolio is a collection of African travel product, representing Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda incorporating luxury tented camping safaris to unique cultural adventures.

The Portfolio’s destinations include :

The Heritage Hotels and The Intrepid Safari Company

Operating eight safari camps in Kenya, including the exclusive Mara Explorer tented camp in the Masai Mara and the romantic Kipungani near exotic Lamu Island, 

Express Travel Group
The Express Travel Group organizes high-quality tours throughout East Africa. 

African Latitude
One of East Africa’s original and premier walking safari operators, African Latitude organizes walking and 4x4 expeditions into some of the most remote areas of Kenya and Tanzania. 

Dinknesh Ethiopia Tour
Discover. Dinknesh arranges tours that highlight the historical, natural and cultural gems of Ethiopia.

Choroa Luxury Safaris 

Choroa Luxury Safaris offers custom luxury mobile camping safaris in Tanzania 

EcoTraining
EcoTraining offers a series of “Wildlife Learning Experiences” as well including Wildlife Photography, Birding, Astronomy, Animal Tracking and Bush Walking. These programs are ideally combined with traditional safari vacations in southern Africa as a means to enhance travellers’ experiences of the African bush.

The Fazendin Portfolio will be delighted to offer media facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.fazendinportfolio.com  Contact Erica at erika@fazendinportfolio.com.  
Telluride Blues & Brews Festival

Telluride Blues & Brews is inviting Alliance members to 15th Annual Telluride Blues & Brews Festival from 12 to 14 September 2008 at Telluride Town Park, Telluride, Colardo

The Telluride Blues & Brews Festival Grand Tasting is quickly becoming one of the premier tasting events in the Southwest. 

One of the most scenic music festivals in the country, the Telluride Blues & Brews Festival takes place in Telluride, CO, a world-famous resort town in the heart of the Rocky Mountains. The festival is a three-day celebration of music and microbrews, held in Telluride Town Park, an outdoor music venue with breathtaking 13,000 foot mountain peaks for a backdrop. 

The Grand Tasting features more than 150 beers from 56 microbreweries from across the country. 

More Festival Highlights:

· Late night shows at the local Juke Joints and after hours jams

· Free Acoustic Artist Series

· Blues for Breakfast

· The Rainbow Kids area

· Telluride Acoustic Blues Competition, sponsored by Sonicbids.com & Gibson Guitars

· Telluride Blues & Brews Green Initiative

Alliance members visiting the festival will get a three day festival pass and camping passes and access to the media tent, which will be equipped with beverages, beer and light snacks. 

If you wish to stay at a hotel, a media rate is available at The Bear Creek Lodge. 

Visit : http://www.tellurideblues.com. Contact Paula Donner at Paula@360media.net. 

Holbeck Ghyll Country House Hotel, Windermere, UK

Holbeck Ghyll Country House Hotel, with views over Lake Windermere has the areas only Michelin Star restaurant and is one of only 122 establishments in the whole of Great Britain and Ireland to hold the award.  

Windermere is in the county of Cumbria and entirely within the Lake District National Park. It is the largest natural lake in England and one of the country’s most popular destinations. Michelin Stars are awarded to restaurants of outstanding quality with fine wines, faultless service and elegant surroundings.
Visit : www.holbeckghyll.com. Contact : Beth Kendall on +44 (0) 1590 676432 or at beth@citruspr.co.uk.

· Leads
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Growing Ambitions

Growing Ambitions is a UK based matchmaking service is looking for Alliance members who might be happy to talk about their ‘job’ to students up to the end of university. Visit : www.growingambitions.org. Contact : Sally Davis at sallyd@growingambitions.org or on 023 9243 6164

Cycling in northern Thailand and Cambodia
Active travel company, Pedalers Pub & Grille is running Tale of Two Kingdoms a new cycle trip to northern Thailand and Cambodia.The trip  is rated moderately easy with rides from inn to inn covering 253 miles (408 km) of paved roads, averaging 36 miles (58 km) a day.The trip, which can also be organised for private departures and bike clubs, is for cycle enthusiasts who enjoy cycling and Asian local history and culture. Visit : http://www.pedalerspubandgrille.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com.

BB King Museum, Mississippi
The B.B. King Museum and Delta Interpretive Centre, which opens in Indianola, Mississippi on 13 September 2008, tells the story of King’s life, his career, and stories of the Delta – its history and music, social mores and race relations, literature and legends, adversities and successes. Alliance members are invited to join B.B. King for the grand opening on 13th September 2008. Visit : www.bbkingmuseum.org. Contact : Jennie Jordan at jennie@david-nicholson.com.

Prestige Holidays

Luxury independent tour operator, Prestige Holidays, is offering big savings for single travellers at hotels in Tenerife, Lanzarote, Gran Canaria, Cyprus, Crete, Malta, Madeira and Morocco this summer.  Prestige will be happy to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.prestigeholidays.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough  on +44 (0) 117 924 0868 or at liz@blakeborough.com. 

Elvis Week
Elvis Week takes place 9 to 17 August 2008. [image: image1.png]Visit www.elvisweek.com. Contact : Jennie Jordan at jennie@david-nicholson.com.

The Travellers Club 

The Travellers’ Club offers a range of imaginative escorted holidays for groups of between 8 and 20 people. As travellers tend to meet before departure, single travellers have the option of sharing rooms, avoiding the cost of single supplements. Visit : www.thetravellersclub.com. Contact : Liz Blakeborough  on +44 (0) 117 924 0868 or at liz@blakeborough.com. 

· Reasons to write about
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Events and festivals this autumn

Luxury tour operator Bailey Robinson has selected some of its favourite events and festivals for travellers this autumn. 

The Singapore Grand Prix 

28 September

The Singapore Grand Prix, which is the second of two new venues on the Formula 1 calendar this year, takes place at night on a floodlit street circuit that winds its way through the Marina Bay area. 

Bear watching, Canada

September

September represents the pinnacle of bear watching in British Columbia as grizzlies, black bears and the rare white Kermode' or spirit bear feed on the migrating salmon. During this time, the humpback whales also feed in Barnard harbour where the floating lodge of King Pacific Lodge is moored for the summer.

Asian Beach Games, Bali
18-26 October

The first Asian Beach Games will be held in Bali featuring 5,000 athletes competing in 13 aquatic and beach events including sailing, surfing, windsurfing, beach soccer, beach volleyball, marathon swimming and triathlon.

Ramayana Ballet in the Pramaban Temple, Java 

The Ramayana Ballet performs the Hindu epic "The Ramayana" against the backdrop of the Pramaban Temple, Yogyakarta -  Java's most lavish monument to Hinduism and a designated UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Water Festival, Cambodia
November

Held annually on the banks of the Mekong, this is one of Cambodia's biggest and most extravagant festivals. Over three days, during the full moon, up to a million people flock to the banks of the Tonle Sap and Mekong rivers in Phnom Penh to watch hundreds of brightly-coloured boats, some up to 20 metres in length, each with over 50 crazy paddlers, do battle in highly competitive races.

Bailey Robinson will be happy to discuss press trip opportunities with Alliance members. Visit : www.baileyrobinson.com. Contact : Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independent-pr.co.uk. 

Haunting Breaks

Leading paranormal breaks specialist, Haunting Breaks, has three added three properties to its portfolio :  

York Pavilion Hotel, UK

York Pavilion Hotel is an elegant grade II listed Georgian country house. Ghostly sightings here include the spectre of a woman at the top of the original Georgian staircase and a gentleman in mid nineteenth century apparel sitting in what is now one of the restaurants, smoking a cigar. The night porter is kept on his toes by sudden changes in temperature, the sound of laughter and telephones ringing in empty rooms! 

Hartsfield Manor, Surry, UK 

Set in 16 acres of Surrey countryside, Hartsfield Manor blends stately elegance with a haunting atmosphere! Both staff and guests have reported strange happenings here. A ghostly gentleman has been witnessed in the bar and room 34 plays host to the spirit of a woman with cropped grey hair! If that’s not enough to get your interest, children in Victorian dress haunt the dining room and the ghostly spectre of a hunting hound has been seen running down the magnificent central staircase! 

Royal Hotel, Ashby-de-la-Zouch, UK
Built in 1826 and recently refurbished to maintain its original character, the Royal Hotel is situated in the Historic Town of Ashby-de-la-Zouch. Many hauntings have been seen and felt here. Who is the lady who appears so real that a member of staff escorted her to her room only to find out later that there was no guest booked in? Who roams the cellars on winter nights disturbing the barrels and the lights? Join Haunting Breaks if you dare on 15 November for just 

Other Haunting breaks establishments include : 

Castle Brando, Italy
This 2000 year old medieval castle has its own beauty spa, an indoor pool, two fabulous restaurants  and a good selection of ghostly inhabitants.

Maesmawr Hall, Wales, UK 

Set in the beautiful valley of the river Severn just five miles from the market town of Newtown, Maesmawr Hall is one of the most complete and picturesque of the old half-timbered houses of Montgomeryshire and is thought to have been built before 1600. 

Gorse Hill, Surrey, UK
Gorse Hill a Georgian mansion house in 17 acres of stunning countryside has had its fair share of hauntings. The hotel offers an outdoor pool, tennis courts and a range of health and beauty treatments. 

Haunting Breaks will be happy to provide accommodation to Alliance members. 

Visit : www.hauntingbreaks.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough  on +44 (0) 117 924 0868 or at liz@blakeborough.com. 

Frégate Island Private, the Seychelles’
Frégate Island Private, the Seychelles’ leading eco and conservation resort, has trans-located 16 rare Magpie Robins to neighbouring Denis Island, as part of a programme to re-establish the species.

The move follows findings that the island was deemed a safe and suitable environment for reintroduction by Nature Seychelles. Just 10 years ago, Frégate Island was home to the last 20 Magpie Robins in the world. 

Following a decade of conservation efforts in restoring its natural breeding and nesting habitats, the island is now the refuge of over 140 of these blue-black songbirds; still over 90% of the global population of what is still classified the world’s seventh rarest bird.

In conjunction with Nature Seychelles, Frégate Island Private is pursuing a strategy of reintroducing the Magpie Robin to as many of its original habitats as possible, in order to best protect the species and help preserve its genetic diversity, and in recent years Frégate has successfully supported the re-establishment of small family groups on the nearby Seychelles islands of Curieuse and Aride. 

A multi-award-winning luxury retreat, Frégate Island Private has spearheaded the development of eco-tourism in the Seychelles and is one of the most important sanctuaries for rare endemic and indigenous animals. In addition to Magpie Robins, the island has important colonies of Seychelles White-eyes and Seychelles Blue Pigeons; a flourishing population of the critically endangered Seychelles terrapin and the world’s second biggest population of Aldabra Giant tortoises.

It is also an important nesting island for green and hawk-bill turtles. 

Frégate Island has also reforested well over 80’000 local trees over the past decade as part of a programme to restore natural habitats.

The original luxury eco-hideaway, located in the midst of the Indian Ocean.  Frégate Island Private is a three-km square island offering 16 luxuriously appointed villas, which are arranged so that privacy is guaranteed.  Seven beaches can be experienced in total seclusion with the number of guests on the island never exceeding forty.  

Visit : http://www.fregate.com/. Contact : Jodie Fenn on +44 (0) 8704 288 401 or at jodiefenn@bacall.net
Former lighthouses in North America

Lighthouse Inn at Point Cabrillo, Mendocino, California

The Lighthouse Inn is winner of the 2007 Governors Award for Historic Preservation, and the 2007 Outstanding Historic Preservation Project from the California Preservation Foundation. It is a restored 1909 lightkeeper's house, overlooking the active Point Cabrillo Lighthouse, 270-acre Nature Preserve and the Pacific Ocean. 

Accommodation include a private night time tour of the lighthouse and its working 3rd order Frensel lens. All net revenues derived from the inn and public donations are invested in the restoration, reconstruction, maintenance, educational programs, and operational management of the light station. Visit : http://www.mendocinolighthouse.pointcabrillo.org. 
 

Two Harbors Lighthouse B&B, Two Harbors, Minnesota  

Built in 1892, this working lighthouse is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. As assistant lighthouse keepers, guests work with the lighthouse staff to contribute to the preservation of this historic navigational aid. The four guest rooms share a common bath along with an inviting living and dining room. A Scandinavian breakfast is served each morning. Guests learn about the history of the lighthouse, and proceeds contribute to the restoration and maintenance of this historic lighthouse treasure. Visit : http://www.lighthousebb.org/ 

 

Quirpon Lighthouse Inn, Quirpon Island, Newfoundland, Canada

Quirpon (pronounced like harpoon) presents the unique island experience of a 1922 lightkeeper’s home on the shores of "Iceberg Alley." Fully restored by a local tour company, the inn features 10 guest rooms in two houses at the base of an operating lighthouse. Included in the price of a stay is the 45-minute boat tour to get to the inn, along with all meals. A helipad, boat dock and whale watching station for spotting the numerous humpback, minke and orca whales also serves as a good lookout for watching icebergs float by.  Visit : http://www.linkumtours.com/site/inns_quirpon.htm.

From jails to convents, BedandBreakfast.com has a portfolio of B&Bs where history is “recycled and repurposed” for preservation. The organisation will be pleased to provide accommodation to Alliance members.

Visit : www.BedandBreakfast.com. Contact : Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 
Amazing Mendoza Tours in Argentina

Amazing Mendoza Tours, an American-owned company that specializes in trips to Argentina's main wine region, has a range of trips including a women's pampering week and workshops on investing in the wine country to retirement planning.

All tours include visits to wineries, wine-tasting, gourmet meals and a chance to experience the vibrant culture and European lifestyle of Mendoza. 

Most also include an excursion into the majestic Andes mountains just outside the city. 

The Posada de Rosas (http://www.posadaderosas.com) boutique inn, located in the centre of Mendoza, serves as the base for the tours and workshops. The inn has a garden, terrace, swimming pool and Agentine barbeque and is walking distance from restaurants, shops, parks, plazas and other local attractions in Mendoza.

Owners of Amazing Mendoza Tours are Ellen Hoffman, a freelance writer, and Riccardo Accurso, an artist, who are both fluent in Spanish and as part-time residents of Mendoza, are constantly researching and updating their knowledge of Mendoza's wines, wineries, restaurants, and off-the-beaten-track experiences to incorporate in the company's small, exclusive and custom tours.

Visit : http://www.amazingmendoza.com. Contact : Ellen Hoffman at ellen@amazingmendoza.com. 

Whitewater rafting in New Mexico

As high water season approaches in Northern New Mexico, near-record winter precipitation has resulted in rushing rivers, which are ideal whitewater rafting and river running.

This year's high-mountain snowpack level ranked second highest in the last fourteen years, and towards the end of May the Rio Grande went from flowing at 2,120 cubic feet per second to an amazing 3,700 cubic feet per second.

New Mexico offers world-class river running, whether for a scenic and calm Class I float or a wild and rugged Class IV adventure. There’s the chance to experience rafting and kayaking on the Chama River or the Rio Grande Gorge, with its famed Lower Taos Box, the most popular whitewater stretch in the state.

Santa Fe, located just forty minutes from the Pilar put-in for the Racecourse, makes for a base camp. 

Local outfitters like Santa Fe Rafting Company, Kokopelli Rafting, New Wave Rafting can accommodate all skill levels, from novice to expert. And, as always, Santa Fe's outstanding hotels and restaurants provide well-earned repose at the end of a long day on the river.

Visit : www.santafe.org/. Contact : Rachel Mason at rachel@ballantinespr.com. 

Africa safaris

Africa specialist, cazenove + loyd, has three new openings in Africa for safari enthusiasts.
New Mountain Lodge in Uganda

Due to open at the beginning of August, Clouds Mountain Gorilla Lodge is the first lodge in Uganda, which is a partnership between local and international agencies, aiming to protect the natural habitat of the mountain gorillas.  
The lodge will benefit the local community, who have a significant stake in the project. Clouds Mountain Gorilla Lodge is set high up on the Nteko Ridge, on the edge of the Bwindi Impenetrable Forest National Park, which is home to half of the world's remaining mountain gorillas.  
The forest is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and until now it has been challenging to get to its southern side to track the Nkuringo group of gorillas.  However, when Clouds opens, guests will be able to walk from their cottages to the starting point of the gorilla trek.

Clouds will comprise ten stone cottages, each with a fireplace, soft armchairs and verandahs with views over the volcanoes.  The lodge will offer food made from local produce and good wines.  As well as tracking gorillas, guests can go mountain biking and visit local community villages.
New Private House in the Karoo

Opening at the beginning of July, The Manor at Samara is a renovated manor house on the Samara private reserve in the Karoo.

Englishman Mark Tompkins and his South African wife, Sarah, have spent the last eight years restoring 28,000 hectares of over-grazed land to bring back the wildlife that once roamed the plains.  They now run the leading cheetah conservation project in South Africa.

The new Manor house has views over the Karoo mountain landscapes and an infinity pool, which overlooks a natural waterhole that attracts game in the early mornings and late afternoons.  There are four suites, each with indoor and outdoor showers and free-standing antique baths.  The Manor comes with the services of a personal ranger, chef and butler.
New Private Bush Villa on the Zambezi
The Nuthouse, which opened in May, is a new private bush villa at Tongabezi, a luxury lodge on the banks of the Zambezi River, close to Victoria Falls.

The new bush villa is situated high on a granite outcrop with sweeping views over the river.  Sleeping just two people, the Nuthouse has an open plan sitting room with fireplace, a dining area and its own private plunge pool.  The villa's valet acts as a personal concierge for guests.

Tongabezi offer many activities including boat trips to Victoria Falls and Livingstone Island, canoeing on the Zambezi, guided bush walks, game drives and visits to local markets.  The lodge also offers a range of spa treatments including reiki and shiatsu massages.

cazenove + loyd will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members.
Visit : www.cazloyd.com. Contact : Tiggy Dean on +44 (0) 20 8875 9923 or at tiggy@hillanddeanpr.com.

Walking in Austria 

A growing number of visitors are discovering Austria’s long, sunny summer and its pristine lakes and mountains.

The new Walk Austria guide highlights each region’s unique walking and hiking trails as well as local culture, cuisine, advice from experts and information on sustainable walking holidays. 

Carinthia

The Carinthia’s Dreiländereck (three country junction) area in the Julian Alps, where you can stand with one foot in Austria, one foot in Italy and a stretched arm in Slovenia. Visit : www.carinthia-info.at.

Europa Wanderhotels : The 35 family-run Europa Wanderhotels throughout Austria’s natural landscapes, with some of the most striking sights in the Hohe Tauern National Park. Visit : www.wanderhotels.com. 

Kitzbühel : A skiers playground, this area has a number of routes available to walkers. Visit : www.kitzbuehel.com. 

Ötztal :When the snow melts the valley that is home to the popular ski resort of Obergurgl-Hochgurgl becomes a walkers’destination. Visit : www.obergurgl.com. 

Saalbach Hinterglemm : Austria’s mountainous landscape with majestic peaks, towering ridges and the Grossglockner, the highest glacier in the Austrian Alps. Visit : www.saalbach.com. 

Tirol – The Eagle Way : The Eagle Way trail runs some 280km in its entirety through a stretch of northern Tirol, with its central section leading you through the provincial capital of Innsbruck. Visit : www.tyrol.com/leading-resorts. 

Vorarlberg / Bregenzerwald : The charm of the region lies in its ties to tradition. Dairy farms dot the landscape and still remain at the heart of an area that is famous for its ‘Cheese Road’. Visit : www.vorarlberg.travel and www.bregenzerwald.at. 

Zell am See-Kaprun : A region where walkers are able to experience thickly forested landscapes and grassy slopes gradually leading to snowy mountain-tops with crystal clear lakes and rolling farmland. Visit : www.zellamsee-kaprun.com. 

Zillertal : After a day spent in the mountains there is the chance to taste dishes created from locally-produced, organic foods. Visit : www.zillertal.at.

The Austria Tourist Office will be delighted to provide media facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.austriatourism.com. Contact : Lisa Holm at lisa.holm@austria.info. 

The North of Scotland 
The north of Scotland is an area largely unspoilt by modern developments and industrialisation and is home to some of the most breathtaking scenery. Across the land lies more than 4000 monuments and castle ruins which act as a time line from Prehistoric times to the Highland Clearances. 

Mackays Hotel sits in the town of Wick, on the northern point of Scotland and within a short drive from the hotel is the Castle of Mey, home to the late Queen Mother for many years, and the Wick Heritage Centre with items on loan by individuals or their families.

 

A self-catering option is also available in the form of the newly renovated Silver Darling Townhouses. 

Visit : http://www.caithnessholidays.co.uk/. Contact : Jennifer McConachie at jenny@crimsonedge.co.uk
 

· A place to stay

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Black Swan Hotel, Yorkshire, UK
Visitors to North Yorkshire can now explore the region with a car hire package from Helmsley’s Black Swan Hotel.  

Working in partnership with Reflections Classic Car Hire the hotel is now offering its overnight guests the chance to hire an elegant classic car, in which to take in the sights and sounds of the Yorkshire landscape.  The cars on offer range from the very rare MGA two-seater sports car and a Morgan Sports four-seater convertible.

The Black Swan will be delighted to provide accommodation and car package to Alliance members.

Visit : http://www.blackswan-helmsley.co.uk/ Contact Bernice Saltzer on +44 (0) 191 265 6111 or at bernice@SortedPR.com. 
Shangri-La’s Villingili Resort and Spa, Maldives

Shangri-La’s Villingili Resort and Spa, Maldives will open in Addu Atoll during the fourth quarter of 2008.

The hotel will be the first Maldives resort with nature trails and weekly-guided nature tours for guests provided by a resident expert.  The three-kilometre-long island offers guests the expected pristine sandy beaches and clear waters, but being surrounded by towering ancient Banyan trees and nature trails adds a different experience for seasoned travellers to the Maldives.  

The landscape of Villingili is dominated by 17,000 coconut trees and 45 plant species, including the noni plant, which is believed to be useful for the treatment of ailments such as arthritis and hypertension. 

Shangri-La’s Villingili Resort and Spa, Maldives, which is the first luxury resort in Addu Atoll, will feature 142 villas with views of the ocean or the island’s natural lush vegetation.  

Shangri-La hotels are five-star deluxe located in Australia, mainland China, Fiji, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Sultanate of Oman, Taiwan, Thailand and the United Arab Emirates.  

Shangri-La will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.shangri-la.com. Contact : kate.jones@shangri-la.com. 

Rosewood Dubai

Rosewood Hotels & Resorts is to open Rosewood Dubai, within the Dubai International Financial Centre, during 2009.

Rosewood already has three well established properties in Saudi Arabia.

Rosewood Hotels & Resorts will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.rosewoodhotels.com. Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com 

The Draycott and Cotswold House hotels, UK 

The Draycott and Cotswold House boutique hotels have combined to offer the Town & Country Escape, a four-night, two-address getaway offering the elegant pedigree of The Draycott Hotel in the heart of the capital, as well as the stylish and luxurious comfort of Cotswold House in the quaint town of Chipping Campden in Gloucestershire. 

The Draycott Hotel, London
One of London’s best kept secrets, the elegant Draycott seems more like a grand Edwardian residence than a hotel with the 35 appointed rooms and suites decorated with antiques. Special touches include complimentary tea and biscuits at 4, chilled champagne at 6 and steaming hot chocolate at bedtime, as well as complimentary WiFi 24/7. Visit : www.draycotthotel.com 

 

Cotswold House, Chipping Campden

This hotel is set in one of the most beautiful corners of the English countryside. Privately owned, the historic Regency townhouse hotel beckons charmed travelers with 30 artfully designed and superbly outfitted guest rooms and suites. Visit : www.cotswoldhouse.com 

The two hotels will be happy to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Contact Alison Wood on +44 (0) 20 7385 7090 or at Alison@grifcopr.com. 
The Divi Flamingo Beach Resort, Bonaire, Caribbean

The Divi Flamingo Beach Resort, Bonaire, has an onsite camera shop Capture Photo, which teaches guests underwater photography.

Bonaire is a southern Caribbean island east of Central America and north of Venezuela, which is part of the Netherlands Antilles together with Curaçao and the distant trio of Saba, Sint Eustatius, and Sint Maarten. It is a flat, riverless island renowned for its dive spots, and a tropical climate is moderated by constant trade winds from the Atlantic Ocean. The temperature is almost constant at about 27 degrees Celsius (81 degrees Fahrenheit).

Capture Photo (www.capturecaribbean.com) works in collaboration with Divi Dive Bonaire, the resort’s PADI dive operation.  Divi Resorts will be happy to provide Alliance members with accommodation. Visit : http://www.diviflamingo.com. Contact : Rachel Doolittle at rdoolittle@fwv-us.com. 

Dusit Thani Laguna Phuket 

The first 14 Laguna Pool Villas, Phuket, will be ready for their soft opening on 15 July 2008.

Phuket is Thailand's largest island. Located in Southern Thailand, on the west-facing Andaman Sea coastline, suspended from the southern tip of Phang Nga Province by a pair of short but substantial road bridges.

Asia’s first integrated resort development, Dusit Thani Laguna Phuket includes the Dusit Thani hotel and the exclusive Pool Villas.

These are located on Phuket’s west coast amidst the idyllic surroundings of swaying coconut palms, vast lagoons and a white sandy beach.

Visit : www.dusit.com. Contact : Natsaran Jitpakdee at dtlpprmgr@dusit.com|. 

Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members on assignment, with commission or who are able to secure one and in return for a credit or review.

Berlitz 

Visit : www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Contact : Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

Visit: www.bradtguides.com
Contact: Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

Visit : www.foulsham.com. Contact Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

Visit: www.travelbooks.co.uk. Contact: Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

Visit : www.fisherstravelsos.com. Contact Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

Visit : www.africa-adventure.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

Visit : www.globetrotterslogbook.com Contact : Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Insight 

 

Visit : www.insightguides.com. Contact : Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

Visit: www.inyourpocket.com.  Contact: Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

Visit : www.JanesSmartArt.com. Contact:  Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Lonely Planet

 

Visit: www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact: Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Mile Oak Publishing Inc. 

Visit : www.i75online.com and http://www.flonline.info/. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com. 

Morris Communications 

Visit : www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com. 

Rough Guides 

Visit : www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.   

The Alliance bulletin

This bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@internationaltravelwritersalliance.com or +44 (0) 776 419 8286. 

Archive issue of the bulletin are available at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 

The International Travel Writers Alliance
www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com 
 
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides key information and support for 7,000 professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

 

Alliance information is also syndicated to 500 professional travel writers through the North American Travel Journalists Association (www.natja.org), 1200 travel writers through the Society of American Travel Writers (www.satw.org), 600 travel writers through the Professional Writers Association of Canada (www.pwac.ca/blog.htm) and directly to 150 members of the New Zealand Travel Communicators (www.travelcommunicators.co.nz). 
 

 Finally Alliance information also goes to over 1,500 travel and tourist industry representatives.
 

AllWays

 
AllWays, the consumer travel service from the International Travel Writers Alliance, will launch in June 2008.

You can check offline progress of the initiative at : http://www.allways.darkego.net/ and to register as an AllWays traveller at : http://www.allwaystraveller.com/. 
The AllWays package 
In brief, AllWays will comprise :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue newsletters and updates, which will be emailed to AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
In addition :
· AllWays magazine : which launches later in the year, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : which will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility.
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