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The International Travel Writers Alliance : Bulletin 34 : mid-August 2008

The Alliance bi-monthly bulletin provides key information in a no-frills format for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Archive issues : www.itwalliance.com.

The media contacts listed will always be pleased to hear from Alliance members. When requesting ‘press trip’ facilities members should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Editor: Ashley Gibbins: Ashley@itwalliance.com. 

In this issue 

	1 Alerts 

Bullet point information of genuine interest to travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 

2 : Opportunities

Group and individual press trip opportunities

· Riviera Maya's Nature & Adventure press trip : Mexico :  3 to 7 September 2008 

· European Boating Holidays : 5 to 9 September 2008
· Kenya

· Apex Hotels, UK
· The access, Austria
· The Peat Inn in Scotland
· St. Joe Golf, Florida : October 28-31

· Phoenix, Arizona : press trips
3: Leads

Brief information on travel and tourism industry initiatives

4: Reasons to write about …

Information on destinations and travel pursuits from Alliance partners and agencies

· Singita Game Reserves
· Cricket cruising in the West Indies
· Amazing Mendoza Tours in Argentina
· South Tyneside, UK
· Cowboy Life in Northeast New Mexico
· The Jungfrau Marathon, Switzerland

· Ranch Rider

· Girlfriend getaways in the USA
· Lonesome George in the Galápagos Islands
	5: A place to stay

Opportunities for Alliance members to review new and unusual accommodation

· Rosewood Little Dix Bay, Virgin Gorda, the British Virgin Islands
· In the fashion shopping capitals of the world

· The Tabacón Grand Spa Thermal Resort, Costa Rica

· The Langham, Boston
· Knock Castle Hotel and Spa, Scotland
6: Travel guides 

Travel publishers that are happy to provide Alliance members with review copies

Registering with the Alliance 

The Alliance is now registering details of its members, editors, partners and agencies to enable it to more effectively work with all sectors of the travel industry.

To register visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

We do no pass on contact details of our members without their direct permission.



· Alerts
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

· Golf & spa breaks with Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. Contact: Emily Wilson on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Emma@grifcopr.com.

· Reis de Mallorca Hotels will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.reisdemallorca.com. Contact: Doug Goodman PR on 0208 614 1448 or at info@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· The Croation island of Kolocep will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.smallfamilies.co.uk or www.singleparent.travel. Contact: Amy Woodyatt at amy.woodyatt@partnership-plus.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com. 

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Raemoir House, Scotland will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.raemoir.com. Contact: Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk or on +44 (0) 131 311 7050.

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635.

· MSC Cruises will be delighted to consider offering cruise trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.msccruises.com. Contact: Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com. 

· Balanzza will provide their portable digital luggage scale to Alliance members. Visit: www.balanzza.co.uk and contact Julia Vockrodt at Julia@vp-pr.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton on 212.330.0702 or at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com click opportunities.

Riviera Maya's Nature & Adventure press trip : Mexico :  3 to 7 September 2008 

Hosted by the Riviera Maya's Destination Marketing Office, press trip participants will have the opportunity to experience for themselves the nature of the Riviera Maya and its multiple adventurous activities. 

Journalists will snorkel, swim with dolphins, will have opportunities to dive, will take a boat tour in Sian Ka'an Biosphere Reserve, experience evening ziplining, will be able to horseback ride and much more. all this surrounded by the magnificent jungle, crystal clear Caribbean sea, white sand beaches and cenotes, natural sink holes.

When: Wednesday, September 3rd - Sunday, September 7th , 2008 (4 nights)

Complimentary to participants: This fully-hosted press trip includes airfare from your nearest gateway, hotel stay and all meals and entry fees to attractions in accordance with the itinerary. 

As the itineraries are planned in advance, all media is expected to adhere to the itinerary unless a special request is made prior to the trip. Due to limited available space, journalist participation will be confirmed on a first come, first served basis. Preference will be given to journalists who are on staff and who provide letters of assignment along with bylined clippings.

Where: The beautiful Riviera Maya region of Mexico has been named a Top Destination in Mexico for four consecutive years by Travel Weekly (2004, 2005, 2006, 2007).

Contact : Raminta Tsopelas at 212.956.5900 or Raminta@adams-pr.com. 

Press Trip : European Boating Holidays : 5 to 9 September 2008 

Details  : With no experience required self skipper your way around the inland waterways of France at the wheel of your own traditional Penichette, bikes on board to explore local areas.

Dates : Friday 5 to Tuesday 9 September (3 nights) 

Destination :  Burgundy, Scey Sur Saone.

Region infrmation : The Saône is one of France’s most attractive rivers and offers a voyage of discovery through the idyllic French countryside, meandering through the quaint, well preserved villages that line the route. Gliding through an amphitheatre of ash, silver birch and other trees, head north up the Canal des Vosges absorbing the culture and scenery of the region. The Canal de Rhone au Rhin links Dole and Besancon and follows the course of the river Doubs, twisting past rocky cliffs and between wooden slopes.

Travel : Flying from Heathrow (BA), and airport transfers to the boat base

Visit : www.europeanboatingholidays.co.uk. Contact : Jessica Doherty at jdoherty@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 7630 1411
Kenya

The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at either property. 

Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) is comprised of three private Villas on Kenya’s southern Indian Ocean coast. Considered by many as one of the finest villas on the Kenyan Coast, Alfajiri Cliff Villa overlooks the Indian Ocean and its elevated position ensures privacy and stunning views and total privacy. 

The villas sleep from 4-8 and are perfect for discerning couples who demand total privacy, families or small groups.

Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com) is comprised of Private Galdessa and Main Galdessa. 

Both camps are located along the Galana River under fringed doum palms and overlooks the Yatta Plateau, the world’s longest and oldest fossilized lava flow, in Tsavo National Park in Kenya, home to the “Big Five” and more African wildlife. 

 

Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com or +1.303.993.7906.

 

Apex Hotels, UK

Apex Hotels are a collection of 4 star contemporary city centre hotels in London, Edinburgh & Dundee and would be delighted to consider accommodation for Alliance members.
www.apexhotels.co.uk. Contact:  Linda Galt, linda.galt@apexhotels.co.uk 

The access, Austria

Alliance members are invited to attend the access 2008, Austria’s dedication to the congress, convention and incentive industry at the Hofburg Congress Centre Vienna between 6 and 7 October 2008

Launched in 2004, the access provides Austria's convention industry with a professional meeting place for conventions, congresses, meetings and incentives. Initiated by abcn - Austrian National Tourist Office, Austrian Airlines (AUA), the Austrian Convention Bureau (ACB), the Vienna Convention Bureau (VCB) and the Round Table Konferenzhotels (RTK), the access is a highly esteemed forum for vendors, purchasing agents and trade visitors. 

Over 200 Austrian exhibitors from all sectors of the convention industry will be presenting their product and services portfolios to 1,782 trade visitors from 27 nations.  

Pre and Post access fam trips to a selection of Austrian destinations will be offered to Hosted Buyers from around the world. 

These trips will include site inspections of hotels, convention centres, unique/unusual venues and cultural icons. 

Complimentary transportation, hotel accommodation, all meals and business and networking programs will be provided by your host. 

Visit : http://www.access-austria.at/allgemein/?smid=1&lang=2. Contact : Edith Kiesenhofer at edith.kiesenhofer@austria.info
The Peat Inn in Scotland

The Peat Inn in Scotland is situated in St.Andrews - the ‘Home of Golf - and an area rich in outdoor and country pursuits.  

With a wide array of sporting facilities nearby including golf courses, fishing, shooting and miles of beautiful countryside walks, this is unquestionably a very special Scottish retreat for sports enthusiasts, romantics, lovers of Scotland and the great outdoors. 

The Peat Inn has a 5 star Scottish restaurant with rooms offers a menu, reflecting the best Scottish ingredients.
 

Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

St. Joe Golf, Florida :media fam trip : October 28-31

 

Alliance members are invited to apply for a place on a press trip featureing four critically acclaimed courses designed by Fred Couples/Gene Bates (SouthWood), Greg Norman (Shark’s Tooth), Tom Fazio (Camp Creek), and Davis Love III (The Origins Course). 

Accommodations include the award-winning WaterColor Inn & Resort on the Gulf of Mexico and the cozy Cottages at SouthWood. 

This golf and seafood lovers sojourn to Florida’s Emerald Coast showcases one of the Southeast’s most exclusive golf getaways: only guests of WaterColor Inn and WaterColor/WaterSound luxury vacation rentals have access to tee times at Camp Creek and Shark’s Tooth.

Camp Creek Golf Club (www.campcreekgolfclub.com)  -- Since opening in 2001, Camp Creek has been consistently cited as one of Tom Fazio's most thought-provoking, aesthetically-stunning design credits. 

Shark’s Tooth Golf Club (www.sharkstoothgolfclub.com) -- A Greg Norman design ranked among the top 10 private courses in the state by Golf Digest, and the No. 2 private course to open in the U.S. in 2002. 

SouthWood Golf Club (www.southwoodgolfclub.com) -- Opened in Nov. 2002 and located at the heart of the SouthWood development in historic Tallahassee, this Fred Couples/Gene Bates design was named one of “America’s Best New Courses” by Golf Digest. 

The Origins Course (www.campcreekgolfclub.com)  -- The Origins Course, a six-hole regulation course that also plays as a nine-hole executive and 10-hole par 3 layout through the use of alternate tee boxes and auxiliary greens, was designed and built with the traditional Scottish “short course” concept at its core. 

Contact Shane Sharp on 704 519 8381or at ssharp@billycaspergolf.com.

Itinerary 

Tuesday, October 28
Participants arrive TLH (11 a.m. -  noon); Lunch at SouthWood Clubhouse; Play SouthWood (2 p.m.); BBQ at the SouthWood House 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, October 29
Depart for WaterColor (9 a.m.); Arrive WaterSound Beach Club for lunch (11:30 a.m.); Play Camp Creek (1 p.m.); Check into WaterColor Inn Vacation Rental; Dinner at Bud & Alley’s (7 p.m.)

Thursday, October 30
Breakfast in WaterColor lobby (starts 6:30 a.m.); Play Shark’s Tooth (9 a.m.); Lunch at Shark’s Tooth Men’s Grill (1 p.m.); Origins Course Skins game (2:30 p.m.); Dinner at FOOW (7 p.m.)

Friday, October 31

Mid-morning departures

Phoenix, Arizona : press trips

November 19-22, 2008

January 7-10, 2009

Phoenix is a city that takes its very name from a mythical creature, and the surrounding Sonoran Desert-whose colorful human history was painted by puebloans, cowboys and miners-is fertile ground for legend. 

This media tour will visit Native-American and American Cowboy cultural sites and museums; include story-telling; visit Frank Lloyd Wright's Talieson West; the Heard Museum, and tour the Sonoran desert. Also, culinary specialities of the region will be served each night.

To qualify to join the Greater Phoenix CVB on one of its world-class cultural adventures, you must be a professional travel writer with a signed letter of assignment. 

The Greater Phoenix CVB will cover land costs, lodging and food for a qualified travel writer on assignment. 

Each trip is limited to six participants - please submit credentials no later than 5 weeks before trip. 

Visit www.visitphoenix.com. Contact : Doug MacKenzie by e-mail at dmackenzie@visitphoenix.com. 

· Leads
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Sandy Lane Hotel, Barbados

The Sandy Lane Hotel, Barbados is set to close for a refurbishment and renovation. The hotel will close for five weeks from 1 September and will reopen on 3 October 2008. Visit : www.sandylane.com. Contact : Kathryn Peel: Kathryn@grifcopr.com
The Grand Mauritian, Mauritius

The Luxury Collections Grand Mauritian, located on Turtle Bay, an exclusive retreat on the northwest coast of Mauritius, welcomed its first guests in July 2008. The 193-room resort offers 15 individual villas, 105 Deluxe Rooms, 50 Courtyard Junior Suites and 33 Luxury Terrace Suites. The hotel’s Mandara Spa combines Asian inspired treatments with modern techniques to create a distinctive spa programme. Visit : www.luxurycollection.com/mauritius. Contact : Rachel Witham at Rachel.Witham@starwoodhotels.com.

The Sheraton Garden Grove-Anaheim South, California
The Sheraton Garden Grove-Anaheim South Hotel opened in July 2008 offering guestrooms and suites on the border of Garden Grove and Anaheim, just minutes from Disneyland(TM), the Discovery Science Centre and a selection of world-renowned beaches. www.sheraton.com/gardengrove. Contact : Rachel Witham at Rachel.Witham@starwoodhotels.com.

VisitBritain

VisitBritain have asked a range of postmen and women from across United Kingdom to tap into the extraordinary local knowledge of their routes and regions, and champion their favourite spots to encourage tourism within the UK.  Six films have been recorded in London, Cornwall, Yorkshire, Edinburgh, Cardiff and N.Ireland, with the videos being hosted on the VisitBritain website, with the relevant posties turning tv presenters to take potential tourists on a local tour as part of the First Class Guide to Britain.  Visit : www.visitbritain.com/first-class-guide. Contact : Donald Parish at donald.parish@shinecom.com.

St Lucia

Discovery at Marigot Bay on the scenic west coast of St Lucia, has joined the Leading Green Link programme, enabling guests to make a conscious decision toward greener travel. Through Leading Green Link, Discovery at Marigot Bay enables travellers to make their reservations carbon-neutral when booking online at www.discoverystlucia.com. Each time they do so, The Leading Hotels of the World makes a contribution to Sustainable Travel International (STI), a non-profit organisation dedicated to promoting responsible travel through programmes that allow consumers to contribute to the well-being of the places they visit. Contact : Molly McDaniel at MMcDaniel@discoverystlucia.com.

L'Hermitage Hotel, Vancouver

Vancouver's 60-room L'Hermitage Hotel, which is now open at the corner of Robson and Richards streets, is close to to Vancouver's top shopping and dining districts - Yaletown, Gastown and Robson Street. Visit : www.lhermitagevancouver.com. Contact : Wendy Underwood at wunderwood@tourismvancouver.com. 

Vancouver Fringe Festival (3 to 14 September)


 More than 100 groups from around the world present 700 shows on a variety of indoor and outdoor stages. The big attraction is that few, if any, of these works will make it to the big stages in town. The "Pick of the Fringe" from 18 to 21 September. Visit : www.vancouverfringe.com. Contact : Wendy Underwood at wunderwood@tourismvancouver.com. 

Vancouver International Film Festival (25 September to 10 October) 

The Vancouver International Film Festival has 575 screenings of over 350 films from 60 countries and over 150,000 attendees. Visit : www.viff.org. Contact : Wendy Underwood at wunderwood@tourismvancouver.com. 

Kansas Championship Rodeo

The 20th Kansas Championship Ranch Rodeo takes place on 26 and 27 September in Medicine Lodge. Teams compete in events such as wild cow milking, doctoring, branding and double mugging. Visit http://www.peacetreaty.org. Contact DerekMackenzieHook at DerekMackenzieHook@supanet.com.

The Spa at Culloden, Northern Ireland

The Spa at Culloden, one of Northern Ireland’s finest private health clubs and spas, has introduced Bridal Boot Camp. Visit www.hastingshotels.com. Contact Alison Wood Alison@grifcopr.com.

Hidden Pond, Maine

Hidden Pond, Maine, is a private resort featuring 14 designer cottages, a tented spa, organic communal garden and guest clubhouse set upon 60 acres of balsam and birch groves.  The guests-only resort In May 2009, phase two of Hidden Pond will comprise an additional 27 cottages, a second swimming pool, full-service spa cottage and fine-dining restaurant. Visit www.hiddenpondmaine.com. Cobtact : Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widness-co-pr.com. 

· Reasons to write about
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Singita Game Reserves
Singita Game Reserves has introduced a collection of hand-picked special promotional packages to showcase the best safari experiences in Africa. 

Singita operates nine iconic, low-impact, high-end lodges in the Kruger National Park and the private Sabi Sand game reserve in South Africa; the Malilangwe Conservancy in South Eastern Zimbabwe; as well as in the Grumeti Reserves in Tanzania. 

It was named Best Hotel in the World, Best Small Hotel in the World and Best Hotel in Africa and the Middle East in the US Travel + Leisure World’s Best Awards 2008.
Visit : http://www.singita.com. Contact :Nicole Armitage at nicole@classic-representation.com.

Cricket cruising in the West Indies

ITC Sports are offering a Platinum Cricket Cruise that will follow England’s tour of the West Indies next February. The company has chartered a super luxurious small cruise ship (Silversea’s Silver Shadow), which will be stopping at Jamaica, St Barts, Puerto Rico, Antigua and the Dominican Republic on a 16 night itinerary (2 to 18 February). 

Celebrity hosts on board include David Gower, Darren Gough, Alan Lamb and Anthony Worrall Thomson. 

Visit : www.itcsports.co.uk. Contact : Joanna Cadbury at Joanna@grifcopr.com. 
Amazing Mendoza Tours in Argentina
 

Amazing Mendoza Tours, which specialise in trips to Argentina's main wine region, has a range of trips including a women's pampering week and workshops on investing in the wine country and retirement planning.
 
Tours include visits to wineries, wine-tasting, gourmet meals and a chance to experience the vibrant culture and lifestyle of Mendoza. 
 
The Posada de Rosas (www.posadaderosas.com) boutique inn, located in the centre of Mendoza, serves as the base for the tours and workshops. The inn has a garden, terrace, swimming pool and Agentine barbeque and is walking distance from restaurants, shops, parks, plazas and other local attractions in Mendoza. 
 
Visit : www.amazingmendoza.com. Contact : Ellen Hoffmand at ellen@amazingmendoza.com
South Tyneside, UK

South Tyneside, which is situated in the UK’s North East is often overshadowed by its high-profile Newcastle neighbour.  

But South Shields and its surrounding areas offer a blend of coastal scenery, heritage attractions and year-round family facilities, with beaches, nightlife and great shopping.  

One of the best ways to take in the sights and find out more about the area’s history is aboard the South Tyneside City Sightseeing bus.  This hourly service has on-board commentary and makes 12 stops around the region’s dramatic coastline.  

Key attractions en-route include Ocean Beach Pleasure Park, the region’s largest funfair, the historic Customs House Arts Centre, which houses a theatre and art gallery, the reconstructed Arbeia Roman Fort, the 17th century Souter Lighthouse, St Paul’s Church and Monastic Site and Bede’s World.

For visitors wanting to be a little more active there are numerous cycle paths and walking trails to explore around the region.

Visit : http://www.southtyneside.info/visitingus. Contact : Bernice Saltzer at bernice@SortedPR.com.

Cowboy Life in Northeast New Mexico 

The legend of the American cowboy – independent souls, with a rough and ready nature, driving cattle across the wide-open plains - is alive and well in Northeast New Mexico.

From Harding County (where residents claim there are more cows than people) to the vast ranches of Colfax County, one can sense the spirit that tamed the Wild West in Northeast New Mexico.Today, the ranch life of Northeast New Mexico is coloured by Spanish and American Indian influences. These large ranches were originally acquired through Spanish land grants in the 1800s, and still are working ranches after all these years.

This summer and fall there’s the chance to stay at a working ranch; enjoy a chuck wagon dinner and sing cowboy songs by the campfire; explore ghost towns scattered across the land; or enjoy the wide open spaces and the almost-tangible sense of history blowing in the wind.

Visit : http://nenewmexico.org/pdfs/NENM_CowboyTourism.pdf. Contact : Rachel Mason at  rachel@ballantinespr.com

The Jungfrau Marathon, Switzerland

The 16th Jungfrau Marathon on 6 September 2008, which starts in Interlaken in the heart of Switzerland’s Bernese Oberland, is rated as one of the toughest but also the most beautiful marathon course by the American magazine The Ultimate Guide to International Marathons.

The race begins in Interlaken, and leads via Lauterbrunnen, Wengen and the Eiger Glacier to the finish on Kleine Scheidegg, beneath the world-famous Eiger North Wall. The marathon festivities start in Interlaken’s Höhematte meadow on Friday 5 September, with youngsters taking part in mini-runs over various distances. Then follows the Jungfrau Mini-Marathon over 4.129 km - the ideal introduction for beginners and would-be marathon athletes.

On Saturday 6 September at 9.00 hrs, the runners line up at the start of the Jungfrau Marathon in front of Interlaken’s Grand Hotel Victoria Jungfrau. The winner is expected to reach the finishing line at Kleine Scheidegg in a time of 2 hrs 50 min.

The men's record is held by New Zealander Jonathan Wyatt (2:49.01.6), the women’s by Marie-Luce Romanens (3:21.03.2) from Switzerland. 

Jungfrau Railways are responsible for all transport, laying on extra trains and personnel as required. Visit : www.jungfraubahn.ch. Contact : Liliane Schmocker at liliane.schmocker@jungfrau.ch. 

Ranch Riders

The Hideout at Flitner, a luxury working ranch in Wyoming, has teamed up with Geert De Coster, chocolate-chef and owner of Centho-Chocolates in Duisburg, one of the top ten artisan chocolate makers in Belgium. Voted one of the “Best Belgian Chocolatiers of the World” (BBCW), Geert will be showcasing his talents with ranch guests during October. Culinary explorers can experience gourmet dining, learn about the latest in chocolate making and indulge in the fruity, spicy and intensely powerful flavours of the Centho collection. Ranchers can also take comfort from the fact that it is possible to burn off 250 calories an hour in the saddle. 

The Rock Springs Guest Ranch in Bend, Oregon have produced award-winning photography from their Annual Autumn Horse Drive Round Up Photographer’s Clinic (September).

Visit :  www.ranchrider.com. Contact : Siobhan McGeady at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.

Girlfriend getaways in the USA

BedandBreakfast.com innkeepers have girlfriends getaways in the United States, Canada, and Mexico. 

The Ruby of Crested Butte, Crested Butte, CO:  This getaway includes gift baskets filled with Boss Lady smokin' hot bath and body products and luxurious guest rooms. The day starts with a country gourmet breakfast and an adventurous day of horseback riding at Fantasy Ranch. A massage follows a day in the saddle, then fine dining out on the town and another perfect night sleep at the inn. 

Davie School Inn, Anna, IL: This is one place it’s okay to whisper in class to your girlfriends. The getaway has options including a limo tour on the wine trail, massages, pedicures and manicures.

Avenue Inn B&B, New Orleans, LA: The “No-Guilt Weekend” package includes three nights’ accommodations in a guestroom with two full-size beds perfect for sharing with up to four girlfriends, continental breakfast, massage, manicure and pedicure at Belladonna day spa and salon.

Federal House Inn Historic B&B, Plymouth, NH: This package allows women 16 and over to travel in the footsteps of Native American women. It includes a presentation on New Hampshire’s Natural History and Heritage; a hike or snowshoe (depending on time of year and trail conditions) along historic Native American routes; guidance on North Woods Survival skills including searching for wild food, and then dinner outdoors or in town; early morning fishing or ice fishing (depending on time of year and ice-in/out conditions).

Sandhill Crane B&B, Coralles, NM: Working with local artist Kate Reightley, budding sculpturers will learn to create a five-inch bronze sculpture. This package, offered on the fourth Saturday of each month for up to six people.

Visit www.BedandBreakfast.com. Contact : Sandy Soule at Sandy.Soule@BedandBreakfast.com
Lonesome George in the Galápagos Islands

Conservationists all over the world are celebrating the news that the world’s rarest creature and most famous bachelor - Lonesome George - may finally become a father. 

For over 36 years, the last-remaining Pinta Island Tortoise in the Galápagos Islands has spurned the affections of a host of females introduced by increasingly-weary ecologists desperate to save his species from extinction. 

Thought to be aged between 60 and 90, and still said to be in his sexual prime, it appears that Lonesome George has finally met his perfect match. 

The Galápagos Islands are an archipelago of volcanic islands distributed around the equator, 972 km west of continental Ecuador in the Pacific Ocean.

The islands are famed for their vast number of endemic species and the studies by Charles Darwin during the voyage of the Beagle that contributed to the inception of Darwin's theory of evolution by natural selection.
 

Over the past few weeks, two separate batches of eggs have been found in his enclosure by park wardens. 

With a 4-month incubation process, if any of the eggs do hatch and Lonesome George is confirmed as the father, then his timing could coincide with the Galápagos Islands National Park set to celebrate its 50th anniversary in 2009.

 

Journey Latin America reports a 37% rise in bookings to the Galápagos in 2008. Visit : 

www.journeylatinamerica.co.uk. Contact : Tim MurrayWalker at Tim.MurrayWalker@journeylatinamerica.co.uk. 
· A place to stay

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Rosewood Little Dix Bay, Virgin Gorda, the British Virgin Islands

Located on Virgin Gorda in the British Virgin Islands, Rosewood Little Dix Bay is situated amidst lush foliage, a half-mile crescent-shaped beach, a colorful barrier reef, and beautiful walking trails. 

Guests can choose from villas and guest rooms with recently renovated bathrooms and outdoor rain showers, including hexagonal cottages and two- and three-bedroom villas nestled along gorgeous gardens and shaded footpaths. 

The resort's three dining venues specialize in fresh Caribbean cuisine: the open-air Pavilion, the intimate Sugar Mill, and the Beach Grill which serves light fare on the white sands. 

Sense, A Rosewood Spa ™ at Rosewood Little Dix Bay offers beauty and recuperative programs in a dramatic setting, with treatments that utilize indigenous botanicals plucked right from the resort grounds. Complimentary services include a wide array of watersports, use of the on-site fitness center and tennis courts, and more.   

Visit :www.littledixbay.com or www.sensespa.com. Contact Meryl Pearlstein at meryl@mdppublicity.com. 

In the fashion shopping capitals of the world

The Sherry-Netherland, New York 

Preferred Boutique ™ 
 

Located on Fifth Avenue, with views overlooking Central Park, The Sherry-Netherland is situated in a shopper’s haven.  This luxurious 50 guestroom property is just steps away from famous boutiques including Bergdorf Goodman, Tiffany, and Gucci. 

 

Night, New York 

Preferred Boutique

 

This stylish, cutting-edge hotel located by Times Square is close to all the action.  Night offers guests the perfect location to shop in the heart of the Big Apple with a Personal Shopper Service available on request to help with all your buying needs.  

 

The Mandeville, London 

Summit Hotels & Resorts ™
 

The Mandeville Hotel has the perfect “Style in the City” package, rewarding guests with a £100-worth of vouchers to spend in nearby Selfridges, a copy of Unseen Vogue as well as pink champagne afternoon tea. 

 

Men can also have their cake and eat it too with The Mandeville’s “Man About Town” package. 

 

Egerton House Hotel & “41”, London 

Preferred Boutique
 

Egerton House Hotel’s “Shop ‘til you Drop” package kicks off the day with a full English breakfast followed by an introduction to your own personal shopper at Harrods along with a £50 voucher to spend in store or at Harvey Nichols. Egerton House Hotel also offers the exclusive personal shopping experience with the “Kate Starkey Couture” package. 

 

St James’ Hotel & Club, London 

Preferred Boutique

 

Situated in the heart of Mayfair, the newly refurbished St James’ Hotel & Club is the perfect location for some retail therapy thanks to its “Bespoke Shopping Package”. 

 

Castille Paris, Paris 

Preferred Hotels® & Resorts

 

The Castille Paris is located on Rue Cambon, the street made famous by Coco Chanel who built her first workshops there in 1910.  Beautifully refurbished, the elegant Castille Paris is located in the heart of the exclusive 1e Arrondissement, surrounded by some of the most celebrated names in the fashion world.  Conveniently situated a short distance from the Louvre, the Opera Garnier and the majestic Place Vendome, guests can easily combine a sumptuous shopping trip to the designer boutiques on the famous Rue du Faubourg and Rue Saint Honoré with a tour of many of the city’s iconic landmarks.  

 

Montalembert, Paris 

Preferred Hotels & Resorts

 

This intimate luxury boutique hotel is nestled amongst some of the best shops in Paris, in the Saint Germain neighbourhood of the 7e Arrondissement. Within easy walking distance to famous galleries, antique dealers and designers such as Paul Smith, Kenzo and Myrene de Premonville, guests can enjoy the acclaimed Left Bank shopping sites of Paris. At the end of the day, take the weight off your shoulders and have your shopping bags picked up and taken back to the hotel.

 

Hotel Splendide Royal, Rome 

Summit Hotels & Resorts ™
 

Rome is also renowned as being one of the greatest fashion capitals of the world, where trends are set and shops offering the latest designer must-haves are never too far away.  The Hotel Splendide Royal, a luxurious five-star boutique hotel situated between the Via Veneto and Spanish Steps, lies directly above the historic centre of Rome with magnificent views of the Villa Borghese Gardens.  The Splendide Royal, which was restored from a 19th Century palace, is in close proximity to exclusive boutiques from Armani, Bulgari, Cartier, Ferragamo and Gucci. 

 

Visit : www.preferredhotels.com, www.preferredboutique.com and www.summithotels.com. Contact : Nicola Parker at preferredhotels@lucrecommunications.com and (North America) Nichole DiBenedetto ay ndibenedetto@mg-pr.com.

The Tabacón Grand Spa Thermal Resort, Costa Rica

Known for its lush rainforest setting, volcano-heated thermal springs, and innovative open-air dining, Tabacón Grand Spa Thermal Resort in northern Costa Rica has been awarded first place among luxury resorts in the Best Water Feature category at the International Restaurant & Hotel Awards (IHRA).

Costa Rica is a republic in Central America, bordered by Nicaragua to the north, Panama to the east-southeast, the Pacific Ocean to the west and south, and the Caribbean Sea to the east. 

Costa Rica was the first country in the world to constitutionally abolish its army and, in 2007, the government of Costa Rica stated that they want to be the first country to become carbon neutral (by 2021).

Recently completing a three-year renovation of all guest rooms, swimming pool areas, and the addition of a new Spa set among the hot springs and gardens in the rainforest, Tabacón Grand Spa Thermal Resort is now a member of Leading Hotels of the World, as well as the recipient of the Five-Star Four Diamond Award and the four-leaf designation for Sustainable Tourism. 

It is the only “Leading Spa of the World” in Central America.

The 114-room resort’s new Mexican chef hosts his signature Gala Dinner in a private rainforest bungalow with private chef and server.  

Guest services can arrange adventure activities ranging from ziplining to nature tours, canyoning, caving, and hiking to the nearby Arenal volcano.  

Visit : www.tabacon.com, www.lhw.com. Contact : Meryl Pearlstein at meryl@mdppublicity.com.

The Langham, Boston

The Langham, Boston is housed in the former Federal Reserve Bank of Boston (built in 1922) and is a national architectural landmark. 
Thanks to the Federal Reserve Bank’s archives, hotel guests can absorb the history of the building through 15 original photographs. 

Photographs depicting the construction of the building and daily business of a Federal Reserve Bank are displayed on the fifth floor of the hotel. 

The transformation from working Reserve Bank to graceful hotel has kept the most intriguing aspects of the structure and added elegant amenities.  

Sparkling chandeliers hang from ceilings in place of flags, tables for tea have replaced heavy desks, and hotel guests now stroll the corridors instead of busy bank employees. 

The hotel is a member of The Leading Hotels of the World and has won AAA’s Four-Diamond award.  

Langham Hotels features 12 properties either open or under construction, with over 5,000 rooms in Auckland, Beijing, Boston, Chang Chun, Hong Kong, Koh Lanta, London, Melbourne, Pasadena, Shanghai and Toronto. 

Visit : http://boston.langhamhotels.com. Contact : Gill Warren at gillyw@avenuesales.co.uk.

Knock Castle Hotel and Spa, Scotland

Knock Castle Hotel and Spa, the newest spa in Scotland, comprises of two Victorian mansion houses with extensive gardens and grounds and views over the town of Crieff to the rolling Perthshire countryside beyond. 

Since the Henderson Group* bought the property in December 2007 they have undertaken a £1.5 million refurbishment to the property. 

Its facilities now include a state of the art gymnasium, sauna, jacuzzi, steam room, 12 treatments rooms, fine dining restaurant, private dining facilities, residents cinema, 30 luxury bedrooms to fit all budgets from standard through to suite as well as a separate self contained lodge property for larger parties. 

Guests can arrive under their own steam or take flight and book a private helicopter transfer available from anywhere in the UK using the Henderson’s fleet of private helicopters. 

Activities in the local area include six championship golf courses, fishing (loch and river) walking, shooting and watersports. 

Visit : http://www.knockcastle.com. For further information contact Michelle Nelson or Su Hesketh at Crimson Edge Pr on 0131 311 7050 or michelle@crimsonedge.co.uk / su@crimsonedge.co.uk 

Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members on assignment, with commission or who are able to secure one and in return for a credit or review.

Berlitz 

Visit : www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Contact : Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

Visit: www.bradtguides.com
Contact: Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

Visit : www.foulsham.com. Contact Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

Visit: www.travelbooks.co.uk. Contact: Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

Visit : www.fisherstravelsos.com. Contact Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

Visit : www.africa-adventure.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

Visit : www.globetrotterslogbook.com Contact : Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Insight 

 

Visit : www.insightguides.com. Contact : Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

Visit: www.inyourpocket.com.  Contact: Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

Visit : www.JanesSmartArt.com. Contact:  Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Lonely Planet

 

Visit: www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact: Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Mile Oak Publishing Inc. 

Visit : www.i75online.com and http://www.flonline.info/. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com. 

Morris Communications 

Visit : www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com. 

Rough Guides 

Visit : www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.  

The Alliance bulletin

This bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com or +44 (0) 776 419 8286.  Archive issue of the bulletin are available at www.itwalliance.com. 

The International Travel Writers Alliance
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides key information and support for 7,200 professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

 

Alliance information is also syndicated to 500 professional travel writers through the North American Travel Journalists Association (www.natja.org), 1200 travel writers through the Society of American Travel Writers (www.satw.org), 600 travel writers through the Professional Writers Association of Canada (www.pwac.ca/blog.htm) and directly to 150 members of the New Zealand Travel Communicators (www.travelcommunicators.co.nz). 
 

 Finally Alliance information also goes to over 1,500 travel and tourist industry representatives.
 

AllWays

 
AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com), the consumer travel service from the International Travel Writers Alliance.

The AllWays package 
AllWays will comprises :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue e-newsletters and updates for AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
In addition :
· AllWays magazine : launches as phase two of the AllWays development, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility.
The International Travel Writers Alliance : Bulletin 33 : August 2008
The Alliance monthly bulletin provides key information in a no-frills format for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Archive issues : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

The media contacts listed in any of the items will always be pleased to hear from Alliance members. 

When requesting ‘press trip’ facilities members should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Editor: Ashley Gibbins: Ashley@itwalliance.com. 

In this issue 

	1 Alerts 

Bullet point information of genuine interest to travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 

2 : Opportunities

Group and individual press trip opportunities

· Premiere Neige, Sainte Foy, France
· Dickins, Edinburgh
· ¡Globalquerque!, Albuquerque, New Mexico
· Isle of Scilly, UK 

· Independent Public Relations
3: Leads

Brief information on travel and tourism industry initiatives

4: Reasons to write about …

Information on destinations and travel pursuits from Alliance partners and agencies

· New UNESCO World Heritage sites in Israel
· The grape harvest in Champagne
· Cycling through Vietnam
· Carnivals and festivals
· Homecoming Scotland
· Kenya
· Polo in Plettenburg Bay, South Africa
· Callaway Gardens, Pine Mountain, Georgia
· Things to do in Bath on a shoestring budget

	5: A place to stay
Opportunities for Alliance members to review new and unusual accommodation
· The Emirates Palace, Abu Dhabi
· The first underwater nature trail in the Maldives
· Triple Creek Ranch, Darby, Montana
· Seaton Hall, Yorkshire, UK
· Prefferred Hotels
· Jiva Hill Park Hotel, Crozet, France
· The Atrium at Greenock Creek, 
South Australia

· Zungulila, Zambia
6: Travel guides 

Travel publishers that are happy to provide Alliance members with review copies
Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the Alliance visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

We do no pass on contact details of our members without their direct permission.



· Alerts
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

· Golf & spa breaks with Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. Contact: Emily Wilson on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Emma@grifcopr.com.

· Reis de Mallorca Hotels will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.reisdemallorca.com. Contact: Doug Goodman PR on 0208 614 1448 or at info@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· The Croation island of Kolocep will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.smallfamilies.co.uk or www.singleparent.travel. Contact: Amy Woodyatt at amy.woodyatt@partnership-plus.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com. 

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Titchwell Manor Hotel, Norfolk, UK will be happy to consider requests for accommodation from Alliance members. Visit: www.titchwellmanor.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com.

· Raemoir House, Scotland will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.raemoir.com. Contact: Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk or on +44 (0) 131 311 7050.

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635.

· MSC Cruises will be delighted to consider offering cruise trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.msccruises.com. Contact: Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton on 212.330.0702 or at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com click opportunities.

Premiere Neige, Sainte Foy, France
Chalet specialists, Premiere Neige, would welcome Alliance members in August for a press trip to Sainte Foy to experience the Alps in summer time.
 

Whilst conventionally known for its fantastic winter holidays, the French Alps are fast becoming recognised as a stunning alternative to a week at the beach. 

With something for everyone, whether you're looking to explore the mountains, try your hand at some of the many activities on offer or just relax, it is the ideal destination for a summer break.
 

Visit : www.premiere-neige.com and www.saintefoy.net. Contact: Emma Pare at emma@crimsonedge.co.uk
Dickins, Edinburgh, Scotland
Edinburgh-based holiday company Dickins, is inviting Alliance members to stay in a self-catered property in Scotland’s stunning capital.

 
A short stay in a city apartment offers many advantages over a hotel including privacy, value for money (particularly for larger groups/families), comfort, flexibility and space.  

 
Located in the heart of the city, this family business offers a hand-picked selection of central Edinburgh apartments and houses, both traditional and modern in style and from one to five bedrooms. 

Each of their properties is specially selected to offer something unique to its guests and Dickins’ staff pride themselves on matching each guest to their perfect property.

 
Visit : www.dickins.co.uk Contact: Emma Pare at emma@crimsonedge.co.uk
¡Globalquerque!, Albuquerque, New Mexico

¡Globalquerque!, the world-music festival in the Southwest USA is inviting Alliance members to join them the festival 

¡Globalquerque! Is a takes place in Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA on 19 and 20 September  2008.  Now in it's fourth year, the festival draws nearly 5000 attendees from across the Southwest and further afield.  World-class musicians from around the globe perform in the unique setting of the National Hispanic Cultural Center, along the Rio Grande River.  

Albuquerque is a top new travel destination as one of America's oldest cities with a vibrant multi-cultural population.  

Visit : www.globalquerque.com.   Contact : Judith Joiner at judithjoiner@gmail.com. 

Isle of Scilly, UK 

  

The Isles of Scilly, a stunning destination,  form an archipelago off the southwestern tip of Great Britain. 

Traditionally administered as part of the county of Cornwall, the islands now have their own Council of the Isles of Scilly. They are also designated the Isles of Scilly Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. 

Examples of key opportunities we are particularly interested in covering include:-

· Short breaks – the perfect get away destination for a weekend away with multi departure points from across the South and West of England direct to the Islands

· UK holidays – with the credit crunch adding pressure to our finances, many travelers are looking to the UK for their holiday destination this year. The Isles of Scilly are something of an untapped paradise and offer a real alternative for those used to going further afield. 

· Ideal family holidays – with traffic at an absolute minimum with virtually no cars on four of the five inhabited islands and almost no crime, the Isles of Scilly really do offer the ideal family friendly destination. Away from the stresses and strains of modern life, and with an abundance of beautiful white sand beaches, and torquoise water it is the simple pleasures in life that often make the most memorable family holiday - with a range of hotels, B&Bs, self catering and camping options, the Isles of Scilly offers more for families than many people may immediately think.
· Camping – holidaying under canvas is seeing a major resurgence and the Isles of Scilly can provide a truly unique camping experience with 4 campsites across the islands - many pitches only a stones throw from the beach, camping on the Isles of Scilly is a fantastic experience.
 

Visit: http://www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Linda Izon at lynda@mercury-pr.co.uk.

Independent Public Relations 

With its portfolio of eight clients collectively featuring 80 destinations across the globe Independent Public Relations (IPR) is able to provide freelance writers and commissioning editors with a diverse selection of feature ideas as well as travel and accommodation suggestions on a range of themes.

 The four tour operators and four destinations between them represent luxury travel, escorted tours and bespoke itineraries, voluntourism, conservation projects and wildlife spotting, spas and year round long haul destinations (further information on each client can be found further down).

Themes include: luxury travel & pampering spas, overseas weddings & honeymoons, voluntourism & conservation projects, single travellers & family holidays, wildlife spotting & nature based safaris, Aboriginal tourism & responsible travel, action & adventure, festivals & events, food & wine.

Clients :

Bailey Robinson creates luxury bespoke journeys to over 60 destinations worldwide. Visit : www.baileyrobinson.com. 

Hands up Holidays offers a selection of 158 trips to 36 destinations blending travel with meaningful volunteering experiences. Visit : www.handsupholidays.com. 

Hamilton Island, Queensland is Australia's gateway to the Great Barrier Reef. Visit : www.hamiltonisland.com.au. 

Quantas Holidays is a specialist tour operator of bespoke holidays to Australia, New Zealand and worldwide stopover destinations. Visit : www.qantas.co.uk/holidays. 

Qualia, Great Barrier Reef, Australia is a new exclusive A$75 million world class luxury resort that provides the definitive Australian experience with outstanding facilities and exceptional service all within the stunning, pristine natural beauty of the Whitsundays. Spa qualia is one of the world's "must experience spas". Visit : www.qualia.com.au. 

Reef and Rainforest Tours is an up market long haul operator specialising in natural history themed holidays which are available on a bespoke basis, as trips escorted by specialist guides and as family adventure holidays. www.reefandrainforest.co.uk

South Australian Tourism Commission. The State's signature WOW experiences are wildlife, Outback and wine, exponents of which are the stunning Flinders Ranges, Barossa and Clare Valleys and Kangaroo Island, known as Australia's Galapagos. Visit : www.southaustralia.com. 

Trisara is one of Thailand's coolest luxury resorts, is an exclusive hideaway on the quiet northwest coast of Phuket. Set above its own private beach and bay and nestled between two private headlands, the staff-to-guest ratio of seven to one is amongst the highest in the world. Visit : www.trisara.com. 

Contact : Jovanka Ristich on +44 (0) 1628 623003 or at : jovanka@independentpr.co.uk
· Leads
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Le Rêve Hotel & Spa, Mexico

The Le Rêve Hotel & Spa has opened on the tranquil Xcalacoco beach, 10 km north of Playa del Carmen, in the Mexican Riviera Maya. Xcalacoco is one of the most peaceful beaches in the area and the hotel has 72 meters of beach front on a dreamy white-sand vista and overlooking turquoise blue waters. Visit : www.hotellereve.com. Contact : Heidi Matus at heidi@mayaneternity.com.

Universal Studios, Orlando, Florida

The Simpsons Ride at Universal Studios, Orlando, Florida has been voted “Best New Theme Park Attraction” for 2008 by Theme Park Insider.com. It has also become the fastest attraction in Universal Orlando Resort history to hit one million riders. Visit : www.universalorlando.co.uk. Contact : Chloe Handy at chloe.handy@fleishmaneurope.com.
Ffestiniog Travel

Ffestiniog Travel are running rail tours into the remote outposts of Northern Canada this autumn. Starting in Montreal, this 16-day escorted visits Sept Iles for a true taste of wilderness rail travel plus the Polar Bear Express to Moosonee, a city stopover in Quebec and diverse excursions including an underground foray into a former gold mine and the Niagara Falls. Visit : www.festtravel.co.uk. Contact: Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk.

City Inn Hotels, UK

City Inn Hotels has appointed Meredith Gunderson as its professional curator and will have new exhibitions every six months in its five contemporary, urban hotels in London, Bristol, Birmingham, Glasgow and Manchester. Visit : www.cityinn.com. Contact : Elizabeth Warburton at Elizabeth.Warburton@fleishmaneurope.com.

The Residenza Cannaregio, Venice

Losan Hotels World (www.losanhotelsworld.com) and the Hotusa Group (www.hotusa.com) have together acquired the Residenza Cannaregio, a hotel set in an ancient 17th century monastery, in one of the most old-world areas of Venice. Visit : www.residenzacannaregio.it. Contact : Sarah Stracquadanio at sarah.s@hotusa.es.

St. Lucia

St. Lucia offers excellent value for money and the chance to relax on soft, sandy beaches surrounded by palm trees and tucking into fresh seafood as you watch the sun set over the Caribbean Sea. Visit www.stlucia.org. Contact : Katie Gorrill at Katie@dsapr.co.uk.

International Conference on Creative Tourism

The Santa Fe International Conference on Creative Tourism takes place in Santa Fee,  New Mexico between 28 September and 2 October 2008. Santa Fe is the first UNESCO** Creative City in the U.S., with rich cultural influences and a highly creative population and home to the second highest number of artists per capita in the country. Cities that are part of UNESCO's Creative Cities Network such as Montreal, Edinburgh, Seville, Berlin, Bologna, Aswan, Popayan (Colombia), and Buenos Aries will be represented. Visit : www.santafecreativetourism.com. Contact : Steve Lewis at slewisnm@earthlink.net.

Tall Ships, Halifax, Nova Scotia 2009

In July 2009, Halifax, Nova Scotia will welcome Tall Ships from around the world along with vessels from Canada's own fleet. Between 50 and 70 ships, representing 30 countries and bringing 4500 international crew into our province will arrive in Halifax on 16 July 16 2009 before departing on a journey that takes in Lunenburg, Shelburne, Yarmouth, Port Hawkesbury, Sydney and Pictou. Visit : www.destinationhalifax.com. Contact : Emily Kimber at ekimber@destinationhalifax.com 

Annual International Tourism Exhibition, Israel

The 15th Annual International Tourism Exhibition, will take place in Tel Aviv, Israel, on February 10 – 11, 2009. IMTM is the official and only professional exhibition for the tourism trade market in Israel, and considered the meeting place and trendsetter for the global and local tourist industry. Visit : http://www.ortra.com/imtm2008/english/default.asp. Contact : Melissa Ramsden [melissa@igto.co.uk]
African Conservation Experience

African Conservation Experience has set aside two months at a project in Botswana when volunteers will be sponsored to the value of 25% of their placement fee. Volunteers will receive exactly the same support as usual and the activities on the Tuli Conservation Project will be unchanged but they will only have to raise part of the funds they ordinarily would. As usual they will be expected to get involved in the restoration and preservation of the Trans Frontier Areas by the Limpopo River and will help track and monitor elephants, leopard, baboon and general game. Visit : www.conservationafrica.net. Contact Polly Tracey at p.tracey@travelpr.co.uk
· Reasons to write about
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

New UNESCO World Heritage sites in Israel
The Baha'i Shrines and Gardens in Haifa and Acre have been added to the eleven World Heritage Sites in Israel.

The resting places of the faith's founding fathers Baha'u'llah and the Bab, they represent the first World Heritage sites connected with a religious tradition born in modern times. 

The elaborate landscaped gardens and shrines are a site of annual pilgrimage for the five million Baha'i faithful and hundreds of thousands of tourists from around the world.

The signature golden-domed shrine of the Bab in Haifa, surrounded by 18 immaculately-maintained terraces featuring symmetrical formal gardens that sweep down from Mount Carmel to the German Colony, is arguably the best-known landmark in Haifa, attracting over half a million visitors a year, as well as 8,000 Baha'i pilgrims. 

The shrine of Baha'u'llah, surrounded by landscaped gardens and located near the World Heritage site of the Old City of Acre, attracts 50,000 visitors a year. According to Douglas Moore, Director of the Bahai Public Information Office, the gardens, complete with fountains, waterfalls and ornaments, create a "peaceful, meditative atmosphere that uplifts the soul of pilgrims as they approach the shrines."

Visit : www.thinkisrael.com Contact : Melissa Ramsden at Melissa@igto.co.uk or on +44  (0) 207 299 1113
The grape harvest in Champagne

Champagne-Ardenne region of northeast France is internationally renowned for its champagne.

The grape-harvest, which usually starts during the first half of September, is a crucial time for champagne growers and makers. 

In 2007, 388 million bottles of champagne were produced from the three grape varieties permitted: Pinot Noir, Pinot Meunier and Chardonnay, in an area covering 32,706 hectares. Their sales have generated a turnover of more than 4.5 billion euros, including 2.3 million euros in exports. 

For the grape harvest in 2008, visitors can experience the atmosphere of this special period and try their hand at picking the grapes by signing up for one of the ‘Champagne Harvest Days’ offered by a number of champagne producers throughout the region.  

An original and friendly way to learn more about champagne, you start with breakfast at the producers, followed by a tour of their vineyards and a grape-picking initiation session.

The afternoon is dedicated to a visit of the cellars and the winepress and traditionally ends with a champagne tasting! 

Visit : www.franceguide.com. Contact : Anne Bouet at anne.bouet@franceguide.com. 

Kenya
 

Kenya is recovering from the negative publicity of earlier in the year and tourism is getting back on track.  The security situation throughout Kenya is now said to be calm and peaceful.

 

Kenya is where ‘Safari’ was born. A Safari is a life long dream of many travellers and Kenya has a varying diverse eco-systems, from wide open plains, mountains, tropical rainforest, savannah, lakes, and rivers, to waterfalls, semi-desert, and sandy beaches on an amazing coastline. 

The wildlife and culture are equally diverse.  

 

Tourism is vital for the country’s economy.  A solid foundation, with a dedication to wildlife conservation and responsible tourism, has kept tourism in Kenya in a strong position.  

Safari Consultants have been designing bespoke safaris to East and Southern Africa since 1983.

Visit : www.safari-consultants.co.uk. Contact : Fi Culligan at fi@safariconsultantuk.com.

Cycling through Vietnam

The active travel company, Pedalers Pub & Grille will put cyclists to the test on its new “Vietnam: Journey to Sapa” cycling adventure with three scheduled departures in the coming year. 

Home to numerous ethnic tribal groups, this challenging journey takes in the northeastern mountains and some of Vietnam’s most alluring scenery and cultures.

Asia's most seasoned bicycle tour operator, Pedalers Pub & Grille specializes in sag wagon supported road bike tours. 

They organize rides that are geared toward cycling enthusiasts, featuring longer daily rides designed to fill the day with adventure, while still allowing sufficient time for "off the bike" exploration at fascinating stops along the route. 

Accommodations are carefully chosen to provide modern western amenities, a comfortable night's rest and an immersion in the local culture and lifestyle. Meals are a celebration of local beverages and cuisine. 

Trips are led by either a bi-lingual international guide living in the area or a native born guide fluent in English, complimented by an English speaking support crew from that country. All levels of riders are welcome, from energetic beginners to elite cyclists.

Visit : http://www.pedalerspubandgrille.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com. 
Carnivals and festivals 

Gay Pride, Iceland

(7-9 August)

Gay Pride celebrations in Reykjavik attracts over 70,000 revellers each year who enjoy a spectacular opening ceremony, midnight dances, shows and concerts and the climax of it all - the colourful parade. (Visit : http://www.gaypride.is/Index/English) 

Way Out West, Gothenburg, Sweden

(8 and 9 August) 

Way Out West, a music festival taking place on in Gothenburg, has an outstanding line-up of international names with this year’s acts including Franz Ferdinand, Neil Young, The Flaming Lips, Sigur Ros and Sonic Youth. The festival is expected to draw 10,000 visitors each day, and is also a great opportunity to explore Sweden's west coast city. With its compact centre of elegant squares, gardens and canals, its friendly atmosphere and an array of entertainment and shopping, Gothenburg is the ideal short-break city. (Visit : www.wayoutwest.se)

Belgian Beer Bravado, Brussels 

(5-7 September)

Over 40 breweries will be showcasing their finest selection of beers at the Belgian Beer Weekend  taking place at the Brussels’ Grand Place. Entrance is free and drinks reasonably priced. (www.weekenddelabiere.be/en/pages/home.htm) 
The Isle of Wight Cycling Festival

(13-21 September)

The Isle of Wight Cycling Festival includes the ‘Cycle of Wight’, a 65-mile round-trip of the island, family rides and free cycle and stunt shows. (Visit : www.sunseaandcycling.com) 
Classical Chatsworth, UK 

(17- 22 September)

One of England’s best-loved stately homes plays host to an exquisite array of first-rate performances from the Carducci String Quartet, the Kungsbacka Trio, the Dante Quartet, Anna Stephany (mezzo-soprano) and pianists Iain Burnside and Martin Cousin. (Visit : www.chatsworth.org). 
Monaco Yacht Show, France 

(24-27 September)

The annual Monaco Yacht Show has some 96 of the world’s most beautiful yachts, alongside 500 exhibitors will be in situ at Monaco’s Port Hercules, to the delight of professionals and boat-lovers alike. The yachts on display range from 25m to more than 90m in length, including around 30 new world-première launches. (Visit : www.monacoyachtshow.com). 

The Coolum Kite Festival, Australia 

(11-12 October),

The Coolum Kite Festival held each year on Australia’s Sunshine Coast has giant character and theme kites, kite surfers, parachute displays and aircraft fly-bys are amongst the attractions, plus music and cultural arts.(www.coolumkitefestival.com).
The Gaucho Club – Argentina 

(November)

A visit to the Gaucho Festival on the days leading up to and after 10 November reveals some of the great cultural traditions behind the gaucho, and much of Argentina. Highlights include horse parades, dance, song and the most exquisite barbequed meat! Do not miss a chance to see the dextrous footsteps of the payada - spurs, sparks and all! The festival takes place largely in Las Pampas, a vast expanse of grasslands that spans some 600km (360 miles) south of Buenos Aires.

Wexford Opera Festival, Ireland

(16 October – 2 November)

The best of contemporary opera and rising operatic stars combine to give Wexford Opera Festival an enviable record of excellence. This year the newly redeveloped Theatre Royal will open its doors and host performances of Snegirochka (The Snow Maiden), The Mines of Sulphur and Tutti in Maschera (Everyone In Disguise). (Visit : http://wexfordopera.com). 

Contact : Rob Looker on +44 (0)20 8891 4440 or at r.looker@travelpr.co.uk
Homecoming Scotland

Homecoming Scotland marks the anniversary of the birth of Scotland’s national poet (and lover of whisky!), Robert Burns and to mark the year, over 100 events on 4 key themes (Robert Burns, Whisky, Golf, Great Scottish Minds and innovations and Scottish ancestry) have been developed.  

For whisky lovers the choice is diverse starting on Burns night (January 25th) with a Scotland-wide celebration of the poet in a Burns 250th Anniversary Weekend.  Traditional Burns suppers (at which whisky is always an integral part).

May has been declared Whisky Month, giving visitors to Scotland the opportunity to explore the whisky regions of Scotland: the Lowlands, the Highlands (including Speyside and the islands), Campbeltown and the island of Islay, as well as get behind the scenes to experience the creation of this iconic drink.  

Including events as diverse as unique whisky tastings to festivals and 3-day whisky courses, the month long programme will conclude with Feis lle, Islay’s annual Malt and Music Festival.
As part of this month, the Sprit of Speyside Whisky Festival celebrates with a series of distillery open door days, smugglers’ trails, whisky/food matching dining opportunities and whisky lovers’ workshops.  

The Classic Malts Cruise is a way to combine world famous whiskies and some of the UK’s top coastal scenery by boat.  Sailors join a cruise take in Talisker on the Isle of Skye, the famous whisky isle of Islay and Argyll distilleries like Oban.  

In autumn the first ever Isle of Barra Whisky Galore Festival celebrate in lively style.  The famous tale of how a group of Scottish islanders raided a shipwreck off the island of Eriskay (later fictionalised as Todday in the 1949 film, Whisky Galore) for its consignment of 24,000 cases of whisky has grown into a legend.  With a weekend of events celebrating the story and its place in Hebridean history, the 60th anniversary of the film promises to be a great opportunity for those who want to explore this serene part of the world and whisky lovers alike.

The week from 30 October to 6 November is Whisky Week with events across Scotland. St Andrews night (30 November) is Homecoming Scotland’s Finale Weekend with festivities across Scotland.

Visit www.homecomingscotland2009.com and www.eatscotland.com Contact:  Martha Bryce at martha.bryce@visitscotland.com. 

Polo in Plettenburg Bay, South Africa

A new playground for jet setters has emerged in Plettenberg Bay on South Africa’s Garden Route.

Meticulously manicured polo fields, the champagne cafes, boutique shopping, beaches, natural forests and fantastic nightlife.  

Businessmen fly in from Johannesburg and Cape Town for some R&R in their helicopters and polo (and the scene surrounding) is the chosen pastime.

In 2003 a South African mining magnate hosted the first England v South Africa game, now Plett (as locals call it) is the Head Quarters for polo in Africa.  

The area now has a full time Polo Director to organise polo for players of all levels for both weekend play to tournaments.  

The place to stay would unquestionably be Kurland (www.kurland.co.za) a luxury hotel run by Relais & Château, which offers state of the art polo activities during the Plett polo season from the beginning of December through to the end of April with the main emphasis being over December, January and Easter.  

Visit www.plettpolo.com.  Contact : Nicole Armitage at nicole@classic-representation.com.

Callaway Gardens, Pine Mountain, Georgia

Callaway Gardens will feature the first ever Radio Controlled Model Boat Regatta during the 10th annual Sky High Hot Air Balloon Festival. The races will take place from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Saturday, August 30. 

This event will feature both electric boats and sailboats racing against the clock on the beautiful Robin Lake. Additionally, there will be competitions for utility boats, with barges and tug boats maneuvering around a pre-determined course and performing demonstration runs.

 On land there will be a display of participating model boats; a 30’ x 24’ water pool for small model boat activities; and sessions on building model boats for youngsters with expert modeling tips from professionals.

Callaway Gardens, a premier travel and meeting destination in the South, is owned by the non-profit Ida Cason Callaway Foundation.  

Within the 13,000 acres of Callaway Gardens is a resort, nature preserve, residential community, approximately 100,000 square feet of meeting space, 931 guest rooms, 10 restaurants, shops, golf, tennis, fishing, shooting club, gardens, a butterfly conservatory, horticultural center, chapel, inland beach, nature trails, and many other exciting attractions.  

For more than 50 years Callaway Gardens has provided “a place of relaxation, inspiration and a better understanding of the living world” for millions of visitors. Callaway Gardens is committed to its mission of environmental education and land stewardship for the benefit of future generations.

Visit www.callawaygardens.com. Contact : Rachel M. Crumbley at rcrumbley@callawaygardens.com.  

Things to do in Bath, UK on a shoestring budget

Bath is a city in Somerset in the south west of England situated 99 miles west of London.The city was founded, among surrounding hills, in the valley of the River Avon around naturally-occurring hot springs where the Romans built baths and a temple giving it the name Aquae Sulis. 

Edgar was crowned king of England at Bath Abbey in 973. It was granted city status by Royal Charter by Queen Elizabeth I in 1590 and became popular as a spa resort during the Georgian era, which led to a major expansion that left a heritage of exemplary Georgian architecture crafted from Bath Stone.

The city became a World Heritage Site in 1987, and has a variety of theatres, museums, and other cultural and sporting venues, which have helped to make it a major centre for tourism, with over one million staying visitors and 3.8 million day visitors to the city each year.

Mayor’s Honorary Guides

This is a walking tour around the main sights with a professional and knowledgabe guide?  

Starting from outside the main entrance to the Pump Room the Mayor’s Honorary Guides offer free walking tours which last approximately 2 hours.  Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk.

Victoria Art Gallery
The Victoria Art Gallery on Bridge Street has free entry and is an excellent place to spend some time enjoying the work of Gainsborough, Sickert, Zoffany and many other leading artists from the 15th century to the present day. The Gallery also has one of the best temporary exhibition programmes in the region, ranging from prints to sculpture, including national touring exhibitions. Visit : www.victoriagal.org.uk. 
Boat Trip along the River Avon
See the city from a different perspective and join a pleasure boat sailing downstream through Bath along the River Avon. There are several companies that offer boat trips with frequent departures from Pulteney Bridge all day long.  Tickets cost around £5.

Bath Abbey


Situated next to the Pump Room and Roman Baths the Bath Abbey, which towers over adjacent buildings, is the last of the great medieval churches of England.  (A donation of £2.50 is welcomed to help conserve and maintain the church).  Over the past twelve and a half centuries, three different churches have occupied the site of today’s Abbey; an Anglo-Saxon Abbey Church dating from 757; a Norman cathedral begun around 1090 and the present Abbey founded in 1499.  

Drink the spa water in the Pump Room
Spa water has been used for curative purposes for two thousand years and originally involved bathing in the hot waters.  In the late 17th Century, however, drinking spa water also came to be a recognised treatment for certain conditions.  Today the hot spa water, which contains 43 minerals and has an ‘unusual’ taste, can be bought for just 50p a glass at the fountain in the Pump Room. Visit : www.romanbaths.co.uk. 

Jane Austen 

‘In the footsteps of Jane Austen’ is a free audio walking tour of Bath which can be downloaded from the www.visitbath.co.uk/janeausten website.  Jane Austen was one of Bath's most famous residents and two of her novels are mostly set in Bath, Northanger Abbey and Persuasion.  The tour takes you around the highlights of the city and includes extracts from Jane Austen's novels and letters, which brilliantly describe Bath as it would have been in its Georgian heyday.  And after the tour, visit the Regency Tea Rooms in the Jane Austen Centre.

Theatre Royal 

Now more than 200 years old, the Georgian Theatre Royal in central Bath offers a year-round programme of top-quality drama, opera, comedy, dance and frequent Sunday concerts.  Forty standby tickets are available for purchase on the day of the performance for £5 and once sold, standing places can be purchased for just £3. Visit : www.theatreroyal.org.uk. 
King Bladud’s Pigs in Bath
According to legend, King Bladud founded the city of Bath and discovered the city’s unique springs when his herd of pigs rolled around in the hot mud near the springs and were cured of leprosy. King Bladud’s Pigs in Bath is a summer 2008 public art event to celebrate Bath with 100 life-size pig sculptures turned into works of art on display throughout the summer. 

Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Weaver at lucy_weaver@bathtourism.co.uk. 

· A place to stay

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Emirates Palace, Abu Dhabi

The Emirates Palace, Abu is offering an ‘all-out’ package with a of $1,000,000, which includes the following for 2 guests:

· First class fights from any international destination serviced by Etihad Airlines to Abu Dhabi and seven night stay in a 680 sqm Palace Suite at Emirates Palace on an all-inclusive basis. 

· Chauffeur driven Maybach at your disposal daily during your stay in Abu Dhabi 

· Daily spa treatment in the Anantara Spa 

· Day trip in private jet to Iran to create your own Persian carpet from the most exclusive and well-renowned hand-maker  

· Day trip in private jet to the Dead Sea Jordan to experience the famous sea and an afternoon Anantara spa treatment in the Kempinski Hotel Ishtar 

· Day trip to Bahrain in private jet for a pearl deep sea experience. Your pearl will then be hand designed with jewellery settings, a Royal Golf experience at Abu Dhabi Golf Club

· Make your own perfume with experts from YAS Perfume 

· Gifts including the rarest pearls in the world from Robert Wang and a selection from Holland & Holland Sporting Guns

Visit : http://www.emiratespalace.com/en/home/index.htm. Contact : Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com. 

The first underwater nature trail in the Maldives

Shangri-La’s Villingili Resort and Spa, Maldives, opening the fourth quarter 2008 in the Addu Atoll, will feature the first underwater nature trail in the Maldives as well as a snorkelling garden  seascaped with transplanted corals.  

The Maldives is an island nation of 26 atolls in the Indian Ocean with 1,192 islands, two hundred and fifty of which are inhabited.

Also as part of the resort’s marine initiatives, guests will be invited to help track some of the archipelago’s largest manta rays, found in the Addu Atoll waters. The Underwater Nature Trail, designed by the resort’s marine specialist, will lead out to the resort’s house reef on the northern end of Villingili Island. 

Submerged signage will identify resident marine life along the way, including branching corals, sea anemones, Maldives anemonefish, clams, moray eels and the colourful juvenile Oriental Sweetlips.  

With lush vegetation providing the backdrop for trails through the coconut trees and ancient Banyan trees on the three-kilometre-long island, guests will be able to enjoy all the natural wonders of Villingili Island, on land and sea.

Visit : www.shangri-la.com. Contact Kate Jones : kate.jones@shangri-la.com.

Triple Creek Ranch, Darby, Montana 

The Triple Creek Ranch in Darby, Montana has been voted the top hotel in the Continental USA and Canada in Travel + Leisure’s   World’s Best Awards2008

A member of Relais & Châteaux, a collection of the world’s finest restaurants and hotels, and an Orvis-endorsed fly-fishing lodge, the 600-acre resort is set in over 600 acres of wooded hillside and open meadows and bordered by the Bitterroot National Forest in three directions and a backdrop of the Montana Rockies.

Montana is a state in the Western region of the United States of America. The central and western thirds of the state have mountain ranges of the northern Rocky Mountains.

Tourism is also important to the economy with millions of visitors a year to Glacier National Park, the Battle of Little Bighorn site, and three of the five entrances to Yellowstone National Park.

Two new log cabins opened spring 2008, bringing the ranch’s accommodation to 23 Western-styled luxury log cabins. 

Activities include cattle drives, horseback riding, Orvis-endorsed fly-fishing, hiking, ATV tours, and downhill and cross-country skiing. 

Western art is found throughout the property. Artists’ workshop weekends, cowboy roundups, and vintners’ programs are held annually. 

Visit : www.triplecreekranch.com. Contact : Meryl D. Pearlstein at Meryl@mdppublicity.com.

Seaton Hall, Yorkshire, UK

Art lovers who want to extend their knowledge can indulge their passion at a historic country manor house.

Seaton Hall at Staithes, near Whitby, Yorkshire, UK has been in existence for almost 1000 years and provides a backdrop for anyone wanting to enjoy a themed break in unique surroundings.

The Hall has appointed multi-award winning artist Peter Corbett as its art director and he will be leading a number of three and four day art appreciation breaks.

Peter has exhibited around the world including in New York, Barcelona, Sweden and the 2007 Florence Biennale and has received a whole host of international honours including the Vincent Van Gogh Award,

He will be leading the art breaks,  which will focus on presentations including 20th century influences featuring artists such as Kandinsky and Leger and will also look at great patrons of the art including Peggy Guggenheim.

Seaton Hall features a range of accommodation and guests will stay at Seaton Court, Seaton Cottage and Garden Cottage along with the Hall itself.

Visit www.seatonhall.co.uk. Contact : Paula Shaw at Paula@SortedPR.com. 
Prefferred Hotels

The latest additions to Preferred Hotel Group’s portfolio of 600 of the world's finest hotels include : 

Es Saadi Palace & Villas Marrakech, Morocco

Facing the beautiful snowcapped Atlas mountains, Es Saadi Palace & Villas presents a refined atmosphere, blending traditional elegance with contemporary comfort within Es Saadi Gardens & Resort. Family owned and managed, Es Saadi is a subtle mixture created over many years, beckoning guests to return year after year.

Setai San Diego, San Diego, California

An iconic luxury hotel, Setai San Diego redefines luxury in the heart of the San Diego financial district where steel and glass merge with sky and sea. Guests experience the ultimate in hospitality and contemporary chic with an Asian-inspired design that blends old world beauty with a modern vibe.

Beach Village at the Del San Diego, Coronado, California
Located directly on Coronado's award-winning beach, Beach Village at The Del offers an exclusive setting with private pools and Jacuzzis scattered throughout the lushly landscaped enclave and white clapboard oceanfront cottages and villas that create a California beach bungalow feel.

Big EZ Lodge, Big Sky, Montana
Sitting peacefully where the ground rises to the southern Gallatin Mountains and the horizon tells the story of Big Sky Country, a true sanctuary was created. Big EZ Lodge offers adventurous play and peaceful solitude throughout the year.

myhotel Brighton, Brighton, UK
Positioned on the city's recently revived Jubilee Street in the North Laine area, this unique 80 guestroom property, spread over four floors is an exhilarating destination hotel. Juxtaposing sexy cutting-edge design and state-of-the-art technology with serene spirituality and the principles of feng shui, its unique design is immediately appealing to the senses.

The Elevation Hotel & Spa, Crested Butte, Colorado
Nestled in the high altitudes of the majestic Colorado Rockies, the newly renovated ski-in/ski-out Elevation Hotel and Spa combines luxury with contemporary mountain décor to ensure pampering and relaxation. The luxurious Elevation Spa specializes in sports performance massages and high altitude treatments, facials, body polish, and couples massage.

The Lodge at Mountaineer Square, Crested Butte, Colorado
Crested Butte Mountain Resort's newest, luxury, slopeside property featuring spacious hotel and condominium accommodations and appointed with the finest mountain touches is an ideal destination to escape the hustle and bustle of daily life. The Lodge at Mountaineer Square will inspire a passion for adventure.

Aston Bali Resort & Spa, Bali, Indonesia
Soothe the spirit along one the most stunning private beaches on the island of Bali. With palms swaying gently in the breeze and the cool ocean breaking on the sand, Aston Bali Resort & Spa provides a carefree escape in a heavenly beachfront setting.

Aston Rasuna Residence, Jakarta,Indonesia
A comfortable blend of traditional Indonesian warmth and hospitality strategically located in the Central Kuningan Business District, this hotel offers 223 spacious one-, two-, and three-bedroom suites with a cozy, residential feel. Happily curl up in an environment that feels like home away from home. 

Visit : www.preferredhotelgroup.com. Contact Sian Fletcher at Sian@lucrecommunications.com. 

Jiva Hill Park Hotel, Crozet, France

Basking stylishly within the grounds of a beautiful old farm, the ultra contemporary Jiva Hill Park Hotel, near Crozet, France has 35 hectares of its own natural parkland with vistas of both the Jura Mountains and the Mont Blanc range. 

Among the facilities is the Eurolac water sports centre. 
 

In view from even the top of the Jura Mountains, this 650 metre man-made lake has been created and designed with water sports fanatics in mind. Its mountainside setting and expert blueprint made it the perfect host for this year’s Alizée Cup, where water-ski professionals from all over the world met and competed as part of the prestigious Waterskiing World Championships! 

 

Despite being a top of the range facility, guests of all standards are more than welcome to try their hands at wakeboarding, water-skiing, mono-skiing and even barefoot skiing! All equipment can be provided by the hotel, and instructors are of course on hand at all times. 

Visit : www.jivahill.com. Contact : Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

The Atrium at Greenock Creek. South Australia

The Barossa, is now home to the Atrium at Greenock Creek - one of Australia's most luxurious private residence accommodations. 

The three-bedroom, three-bathroom contemporary residence located on the hilltop of a 42-acre plot in northwest Barossa available to one set of guests at a time who will be treated to the ultimate in private hospitality with extraordinary food and wine.

The property is owned by Arbutus Hospitality Group, who are behind the luxury award winning vineyard retreat The Louise (www.thelouise.com.au) and its restaurant Appellation (www.appellation.com.au).  

One particular highlight of a stay at the Atrium at Greenock Creek will be private access to Appellation's executive chef, British-born Mark McNamara, who will prepare dinners as part of a select food and wine package.  

Visit : www.barossa.com and www.southaustralia.com. Contact : Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independent-pr.co.uk.

Zungulila, Zambia

Zungulila is a spacious tented camp in Zambia is situated on a raised knoll overlooking an expansive plain which  contains a year round natural spring which cuts large pools through the landscape.

The Republic of Zambia is a landlocked country in Southern Africa. The neighbouring countries are the Democratic Republic of the Congo to the north, Tanzania to the north-east, Malawi to the east, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, and Namibia to the south, and Angola to the west. The capital city is Lusaka, located in the southeast of the country. 

Each tent in Zungulila has its own large private veranda, perfect for viewing the abundance of plains game that gathers at the natural springs to drink. Each tent is en suite, with hot and cold running water.

 Situated in an untouched section of the South Luangwa National Park, Bushcamp Company’s new walking camp, Zungulila, gives guests the chance to explore Africa as it used to be. Safari activities will be conducted on foot in order to preserve the integrity of this unspoilt section of wilderness. 

The route takes guests along the Kapamba River through the some of the most untamed sections of the bush. 

All game activities are limited to walking and no night drives are available. While remote, Zungulila boast all the comforts of home, including ensuite facilities and sweeping views of game from private verandas.   

Visit : http://www.bushcampcompany.com/zungulila. Contact : Nicole Armitage at nicole@classic-representation.com.

Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members on assignment, with commission or who are able to secure one and in return for a credit or review.

Berlitz 

Visit : www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Contact : Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

Visit: www.bradtguides.com
Contact: Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

Visit : www.foulsham.com. Contact Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

Visit: www.travelbooks.co.uk. Contact: Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

Visit : www.fisherstravelsos.com. Contact Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

Visit : www.africa-adventure.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

Visit : www.globetrotterslogbook.com Contact : Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Insight 

 

Visit : www.insightguides.com. Contact : Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

Visit: www.inyourpocket.com.  Contact: Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

Visit : www.JanesSmartArt.com. Contact:  Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Lonely Planet

 

Visit: www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact: Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Mile Oak Publishing Inc. 

Visit : www.i75online.com and http://www.flonline.info/. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com. 

Morris Communications 

Visit : www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com. 

Rough Guides 

Visit : www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.   

The Alliance bulletin

This bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com or +44 (0) 776 419 8286.  Archive issue of the bulletin are available at www.itwalliance.com. 

The International Travel Writers Alliance
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides key information and support for 7,200 professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

 

Alliance information is also syndicated to 500 professional travel writers through the North American Travel Journalists Association (www.natja.org), 1200 travel writers through the Society of American Travel Writers (www.satw.org), 600 travel writers through the Professional Writers Association of Canada (www.pwac.ca/blog.htm) and directly to 150 members of the New Zealand Travel Communicators (www.travelcommunicators.co.nz). 
 

 Finally Alliance information also goes to over 1,500 travel and tourist industry representatives.
 

AllWays

 
AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com), the consumer travel service from the International Travel Writers Alliance.

The AllWays package 
AllWays will comprises :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue e-newsletters and updates for AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
In addition :
· AllWays magazine : launches as phase two of the AllWays development, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility.
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