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The International Travel Writers Alliance : Bulletin 36 : mid-September 2008

The Alliance bi-monthly bulletin provides key information in a no-frills format for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Archive issues : www.itwalliance.com.

The media contacts listed will always be pleased to hear from Alliance members. When requesting ‘press trip’ facilities members should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Editor: Ashley Gibbins: Ashley@itwalliance.com. 

In this issue 

	1 Alerts 

Bullet point information of genuine interest to travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 

2 : Opportunities

Group and individual press trip opportunities

· ABode Hotels, Glasgow and Manchester
· Mead Brown Costa Rica Vacation Rentals
· Yapham Cottages, Devon, UK
· Cornwall, UK
3: Leads

Brief information on travel and tourism industry initiatives

4: Reasons to write about …

Information on destinations and travel pursuits from Alliance partners and agencies

· Wine celebrations in Slovenia
· Bats and more in Zambia

· The Riviera Maya jazz festival
· Vancouver 2010

· The Riding Company
· The Falkland Islands

· Poitou-Charentes, France

	5: A place to stay

Opportunities for Alliance members to review new and unusual accommodation

· The Indian Ocean and the Middle East 

· Chongwe River Camp, Zambia
· The Torridon Inn, Scotland

· The Reefs, Bermuda
· Sheraton Grande Laguna, Phuket
· Petit St Vincent

· La Residencia in Deià, Mallorca
6: Working with Alliance members

Travel partners and agencies keen to work with Alliance members.

7: Travel products and services 

Providers of travel products or services happy to provide Alliance members with review items.

8: Travel guides 

Travel publishers that are happy to provide Alliance members with review copies



Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency. We do no pass on contact details of our members without their direct permission

· Alerts
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

· Golf & spa breaks with Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. Contact: Emily Wilson on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Emma@grifcopr.com.

· Reis de Mallorca Hotels will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.reisdemallorca.com. Contact: Doug Goodman PR on 0208 614 1448 or at info@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· The Croation island of Kolocep will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.smallfamilies.co.uk or www.singleparent.travel. Contact: Amy Woodyatt at amy.woodyatt@partnership-plus.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com. 

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Raemoir House, Scotland will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.raemoir.com. Contact: Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk or on +44 (0) 131 311 7050.

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635.

· MSC Cruises will be delighted to consider offering cruise trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.msccruises.com. Contact: Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton on 212.330.0702 or at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com click opportunities.

ABode Hotels, Glasgow and Manchester
ABode Hotels, launched by hotelier, Andrew Brownsword and two-Michelin-starred chef, Michael Caines, have become renowned for understated British style and contemporary design, allied with the most modern comforts and fabulous Michael Caines dining. 

Both Glasgow and Manchester have earned the well deserved titles of cultural, cosmopolitan cities playing host to impressive architecture, designer shopping boutiques, art galleries, theatres and beautiful green spaces. 
ABode Hotels would like to invite Alliance members, who are able to obtain a commission, to come and experience this fantastic hospitality for themselves at either the Glasgow or Manchester Hotel. 
Visit: www.abodehotels.co.uk Contact: Jennifer McConachie or Emma Pare at jenny@crimsonedge.co.uk or emma@crimsonedge.co.uk.

Mead Brown Costa Rica Vacation Rentals

Mead Brown Costa Rica Vacation Rentals, which manages luxurious, private villas and premium condominiums in the Playa Herradura and Jaco areas on Costa Rica's Cenral Pacific Coast and offers tours and a full slate of custom services, invites professional travel writers to experience luxury and adventure.

For more information, visit http://www.meadbrown.com.  

Requirements 

To qualify to join Mead Brown, you must be a professional travel writer with a signed letter of assignment. 

What’s included 

Mead Brown will cover round-trip airport transfers, three nights' lodging (additional nights may be possible), tours (horseback riding, sunset cruise, zipline canopy tour, crocodile adventure, ATV adventure, sea kayaking and others) and provide a per diem of $50 for food and incidentals for a qualified travel writer on assignment. 

Trips can be arranged from May 1 through November 30, excluding Holy Week (the week before Easter). Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com. 

Yapham Cottages, Devon, UK

Yapham Cottages, located close to the pretty Devon village of Hartland, would be particularly interested to hear from Alliance members with commissions who would like to sample the seasonal two-night Feast on Devon break, which is available on selected dates between November and April.  

Devon, a large county in the South West of England, shares borders with Cornwall to the west and Dorset and Somerset to the east. Its coastline follows the English Channel to the south and the Bristol Channel to the north. It is the only county in England with two separate coastlines.

The cottages offer four-star accommodation, combined with some of the best home-cooked food the local area has to offer, plus a delicious cream tea and chocolate cake on arrival, are all part of the package offered at the cosy cottages, which have been converted from stone barns and offering a warm welcome together with all home-from-home comforts. 

 

Set in seven acres of land with private gardens leading to an orchard, the cottages also boast glorious views across the valley towards the sea.Guests may choose to enjoy meals in one of the excellent local pubs, or pre-order their two-course meals from an extensive menu made using fresh ingredients sourced locally and which contain no additives. 

Visit: www.yaphamcottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.
Cornwall, UK 

Fentafridde, a collection of three self-catering cottages on the North Cornwall coast, are now booking press trips for October and November.

Cornwall is the most southwesterly county in England, on the peninsula that lies to the west of the River Tamar.Newly converted at a cost of over £3/4 million, the 5-star rated cottages blend country house charm and comfort with modern technology and environmentally friendly construction.

Encircled by 50 acres of farmland and under a mile from the coast, Fentafriddle is ideally placed for surfing and walking holidays - the excellent surfing beach at Trebarwith Strand and the South West Coast Path can both be accessed on foot over the fields from the property.

The far north Cornish coast - running from the mouth of the Camel estuary at Polzeath up to Bude - has all the stunning coastal scenery that the county is famous for. And Autumn, when the summer crowds have thinned, is arguably the best time to visit the region.
 
Press Trips Include . . .


· Accommodation at Fentafriddle (sleeps 8), Little Fentafriddle (4) or Tremanon (s 4).

· Dinner at The Harbour Restaurant, Port Isaac. www.theharbourportisaac.com
· Transfers from Newquay airport or Bodmin Parkway railway station.

· Surfing lessons with a British Surfing Association accredited surf school.


Journalists will be required to make their own travel arrangements to Cornwall. Transfers from Newquay airport or Bodmin Parkway station can be arranged.


Anyone applying needs to be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Visit : www.fentafriddle.com. Contact Jim Michell at Barefoot Media on jim@barefootmedia.co.uk or 01208 895089.

· Leads
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Walks Worldwide 

Walks Worldwide runs a fully guided 18-day Simien Mountains and Lalibela trek in Ethiopia, which combines the UNESCO World Heritage Simien Mountains National Park, including an ascent of Mt Ras Dashen (14,872 ft) the region’s highest peak. Visit : www.walksworldwide.com. Contact Nick Redmayne at info@travel-media.co.uk or on +44 1830 540 440.


VIP Chalets

VIP, a bespoke luxury ski chalet company offer stylish and supremely comfortable accommodation at a sensible price. VIP has eight privately owned super-chic chalets in Méribel, in the French Alps; nine in Val d'Isère the French ski resort on the Italy border which will host the FIS Alpine World Ski Championships 2009. and three in the Swiss ski resort of Zermatt. Visit :  vip-chalets.com. Contact : Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com. 

The One Spa, Edinburgh

The One Spa at the five-star Sheraton Grand Hotel & Spa in Edinburgh has expanded its luxurious offering with the opening of eight new stylish treatment rooms this month. Visit : www.onespa.com. Contact : Ruma Davda at rd@profileplus.couk. 

· Reasons to write about
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Wine celebrations in Slovenia

Specialist tour operator, Just Slovenia, is organising short breaks to join in the St Martin’s Day celebrations on 11 November and throughout the month, as an alternative to the Beaujolais Nouveau dash. 

The Festival of St Martin marks the day when must – the juice of freshly pressed grapes - traditionally turns to wine, with numerous celebrations at wine cellars, concerts and feasts across the country to welcome in the new vintage. Visit www.justslovenia.co.uk. Contact Karen Outred ay ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk or on 07887 566632.

Bats and more in Zambia

Wildlife Worldwide run 7-night bat safari, specially timed to coincide with Zambia’s spectacular bat migration – an ecological phenomenon.

Every year at the end of October thousands of Straw-coloured Fruit Bats congregate in the trees of the Mushitu swamp forest near the confluence of the Musola and Kasanka rivers in Kasanka National Park. 

The bats come to feed for just six short weeks, gorging on the abundance of seasonal fruit and by mid November their numbers reach into the millions. 

Apart from bats, Kasanka is at its most beautiful during this time. The forest comes alive with migratory birds and wild flowers, and morning sightings of the rare Sitatunga are guaranteed from the sixty foot high Fibwe Hide. 

There is also an opportunity to visit the Bangweulu Swamps, a vast watery wilderness best known as the place where Livingstone died in 1873, and as the habitat for the increasingly rare Shoebill, an unusual stork-like bird, now considered to be a distant relative of the pelican. 


Visit : www.wildlifeworldwide.com. Contact Nick Redmayne at info@travel-media.co.uk or on +44 1830 540 440.

The Riviera Maya jazz festival
The Riviera Maya will host its sixth annual jazz festival at Mamitas Beach from 27 to 29 November 2009.

The festival is emerging as one of the premiere jazz music events in the Americas, and will showcase an array of international stars.
Easily accessible from many cities throughout the U.S., the eighty-one mile stretch known as the Riviera Maya is situated in the state of Quintana Roo, Mexico. 

Beginning eleven miles south of Cancun International Airport in Puerto Morelos, the Riviera Maya extends to Tulum, one of the most important archeological sites in the Mayan World. The region features the tranquility of uncrowded beaches, a vast network of underground rivers, over 100 cenotes, the action of eco-adventure sports including kayaking, mountain biking, scuba diving, snorkeling, trekking, bird watching and deep sea fishing, proximity to many of Mexico’s most significant Mayan archeological sites, the varied activities of the eco-archeological parks, plus golf courses, spas, shopping, gourmet dining and a range of accommodations to suit every lifestyle and budget. 

Visit : www.rivieramayajazzfestival.com and www.rivieramaya.com. Contact : Patricia M. Rowan [at atricia@adams-pr.com.

Vancouver 2010

Vancouver is the host city for the nest Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games and the city is preparing to welcome the world in February 2010.

Vancouver is often rated as one of the world's most livable cities and was voted "Best City in the Americas" for 2004, 2005 and 2006 by the readers of Condé Nast Traveler magazine,.

With a population of over 560,000 and a metropolitan area of 2.1 million, Vancouver is one of the largest cities ever to host the Winter Olympic Games. 

Vancouver has one of Canada's mildest climates and the warmest average temperatures of any Winter Olympic host. Its climate and proximity to both the Pacific Ocean and Coast Mountains makes Vancouver one of the most geographically diverse destinations ever to host the Winter Games. 

The Vancouver 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games mark the first time that Indigenous peoples have been recognized as official partners in hosting the Olympic Games. 

The Lil'wat, Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh First Nations, known collectively as the Four Host First Nations (FHFN), will join the Governments of Canada and British Columbia, the City of Vancouver, the Resort Municipality of Whistler, and the Canadian Olympic and Paralympic Committees as hosts of the 2010 Winter Games. 

Although Indigenous people have played important ceremonial and cultural roles in past Olympic Games, 2010 will, for the first time, see Aboriginal involvement extend to virtually every aspect of the Games. 

Visit : www.vancouver2010.com and www.destination2010.ca .Contact : Emily Armstrong at mstrong@tourismvancouver.com.

The Riding Company

The Riding Company specialise in exclusive riding holidays in beautiful places. 

They provide the chance to gallop across high alpine meadows, wade through fast-flowing rivers, climb up through steep mountain forests and enjoy the views of a stunning natural landscape from the back of a horse. 

There’s the opportunity to learn to ride and ride a Lipizzaner stallion or see them perform at the Royal Palace in Vienna, to learn to play polo or to drive a horse drawn carriage. 

Visit : www.theridingcompany.com. Contact : Amy at info@gossippr.co.uk. 

The Falkland Islands

The Falkland Islands provides adventure off the beaten path. 

Wildlife enthusiasts will enjoy the islands five penguin species, myriad species of seabirds and varied marine mammals such as elephant seals, sea lions, dolphins, and orcas. 

Adventure Life Voyages offers a Falkland Islands tours which includes walking through wind-swept terrain and along sandy beaches, day after day of wildlife encounters, small-plane flights between islands and lodging at bed & breakfasts. 

Visit : www.adventure-life.com/falkland_islands. Contact Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

Poitou-Charentes, France 

Poitou-Charentes is a diverse region of France, which ranges from the vineyards of Cognac to the beaches on the Atlantic Coast, in the west of France.

While in the area :  

Tree Houses in Parc de la Belle (www.parcdelabelle.com) 

Parc de la Belle, located in the heart of Poitou-Charentes, near to Poitiers, invites guests to experience something a little bit ‘different’ and spend a night in a tree house!  Le Parc de la Belle is set in a six acre hillside setting in the grounds of a historic 19th Century family estate.

The Town of Saintes

Saintes is a Gallo-Roman and Roman town rich with art and history. Saintes was built during the first century AD on the banks of the River Charente and is nestled in the southern part of the Poitou-Charentes region. Le Relais du Bois Saint-Georges**** (www.relaisdubois.com), lies in the heart of Saintes.

Logis du Puygaty (www.logisdepuygaty.com) 

In the heart of the southern Charente, close to Angouleme, stands the Logis du Puygaty, a stately manor dating back to the fifteenth century. Once the home of an advisor to François I, the King of France during the Renaissance, today the Logis du Puygaty has been faithfully restored using local materials and the interior design has been interpreted with a contemporary twist.

Au 33 Rue Thiers (www.33-ruethiers.com) 

In the heart of La Rochelle’s old town, this beautiful hotel, dating back to 1745 is a mix of tasteful modern architecture and history. It has an interior garden decorated with jasmine, bamboo and rose bushes, and inside, a marvelous marble fireplace. Au 33 rue Thiers is the ideal place to stay when visiting the town any time of year

Au Pays de Cocagne (www.aupaysdecocagne.com). Au Pays de Cocagne is situated only steps away from the historical centre of Pons.

La Rochelle Jazz Festival (4 - 11 October 2008). Jazz entre les deux tours in La Rochelle (www.larochelle-jazz-festival.com). This year is the eleventh of this popular jazz festival. 

Saint-Martin de Ré Citadel

In July 2008, Saint-Martin de Ré Citadel, on the Ile de Ré, was added to UNESCO’s list of World Heritage sites. Consisting of thirteen groups of fortified buildings and sites, including the Saint-Martin de Ré ramparts. They represent the finest examples of the work of Sébastien Le Prestre de Vauban (1633-1707), a military engineer of King Louis XIV.

Visit: www.poitou-charentes-vacances.com. Contact : Gillian Green at gillian@magellan-pr.com. 

· A place to stay

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Indian Ocean and the Middle East 

The Private Travel Company, the Indian Ocean and Middle East specialist, has is featuring seven new hotels.

Banyan Tree Madivaru – the Maldives 

Based on a remote private island in the North Ari Atoll, this resort has just six villas, consisting of three large interlinked tented pavilions, each with a private pool, terrace and personal villa host.  The island is also available for a small group of friends or family wishing to hire a private island.  

Angsana Resort & Spa Velavaru – the Maldives 

Located in South Nilandhe Atoll, this island has good beaches and a pristine marine dive site featuring an abundance of sea life.  

Coco Palm Dhuni Kolhu – the Maldives 

Dhuni Kolhu has one of the widest beaches in the Maldives and large gardens making it a perfect paradise island.  

Atlantis, The Palm – Dubai 

The Atlantis resort is due to open in September 2008 on The Palm, one of the world’s largest man-made islands.  The resort has its own Aqua Bay and Dolphin Adventure Park.  

Desert Palm, Dubai 

This boutique, which opened earlier this year, lies within the 150 acre Desert Palm polo estate, home of the Cartier International Polo challenge.  

Hilton Seychelles Northolme Resort & Spa 

This secluded resort on the island of Mahé has been refurbished and reopened in 2006.  It has 40 hillside villas with spectacular views of the Indian Ocean.  

Taj Exotica Bentota, Sri Lanka  

Offering excellent value for money, the Taj Exotica in Sri Lanka is a luxury hotel located on a sandy beach on the south-west coast of Sri Lanka.  

Al Bustan Palace Intercontinental, Muscat

Re-opening after a two year multi-million dollar refurbishment, the Al Bustan Palace will offer luxurious accommodation with a large spa (for completion late 2009) on one of the best beaches in Muscat.  

Contact : www.theprivatetravelcompany.co.uk. Contact Tiggy Dean at tiggy@hillanddeanpr.com.

Chongwe River Camp, Zambia

Zambian safari operator Chongwe River Camp has opened the Cassia Suite, a custom-designed tented suite for two on the confluence of the Zambezi and Chongwe Rivers.

Zambia is a landlocked country in Southern Africa. The neighbouring countries are the Democratic Republic of the Congo to the north, Tanzania to the north-east, Malawi to the east, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, and Namibia to the south, and Angola to the west. 

Chongwe River Camp is situated in the Lower Zambezi National Park, on the confluence of the Zambezi and Chongwe Rivers. The Chongwe collection includes the traditional 8 tent River Camp, the seasonal Bush Buck walking camp, the Albida Suite and the Chongwe River House.

Chongwe offers game viewing, professional guiding and a Zambezi River setting. There are no fences at Chongwe and the game roams free so guests don’t even need to leave the camp to enjoy a procession of animals and over three hundred species of bird.

Visit: www.chongwe.com. Contact : Mercedes Bailey at mercedes@milestones-marketing.com.

The Torridon Inn, Scotland

The Torridon Inn on the shores of Loch Torridon in Wester Ross, Scotland has been named Pub of the Year, Scotland at the AA Centenary Awards 2008.

The Torridon Inn has 12 simply furnished en suite bedrooms, some sleeping up to six people each. And the Inn’s sister Torridon Hotel has been awarded four AA Red Stars for its exceptional standard of hospitality, including quality, comfort, cleanliness and customer care.

 

The 19- bedroom Torridon Hotel, a former shooting lodge built for the first Earl of Lovelace in 1887, boasts 320 malt whiskey’s.

Visit : http://www.thetorridon.com. Contact Caroline Keith at caroline@theKeithconsultancy.co.uk. 

The Reefs, Bermuda
The Reefs in Bermuda, which has been open since 1947, is in the Southampton parish on the South Shore of the island. 

Bermuda itself is a British overseas territory in the North Atlantic Ocean. It is located off the east coast of the United States about 1,100 miles northeast of Miami, Florida.The Reefs is situated on a cliff overlooking its own private pink sand beach and the turquoise waters that surround Bermuda,.

There are 65 guest rooms and suites (including eight cottages with outdoor Jacuzzis), the resort boasts an infinity pool and an award-winning spa. Visit : www.thereefs.com. Contact : Priscilla Caldwell at priscilla@madiganpratt.com. 
Sheraton Grande Laguna, Phuket
Sheraton Grande Laguna, a Luxury Collection Resort, Phuket has been awarded a Top Conference Hotel for Asia.
Phuket, one of the southern provinces of Thailand, is the country’s largest island, approximately the size of Singapore. It is situated off the west coast of Thailand in the delightful Andaman Sea. 

The only hotel in Phuket to receive this award, the Sheraton Grande Laguna Phuket faces the Andaman Sea, and is a 20-minute drive from Phuket’s International Airport.

Visit luxurycollection.com/phuket. Contact : Nantira Terdkiatkhachorn at Nantira.Terdkiatkhachorn@luxurycollection.com.

Petit St Vincent

Petit St Vincent is a Robinson Crusoe style desert island retreat in the Grenadines, a Caribbean island chain of over 600 islands in the Windward Islands.

With 22 spacious stone cottages dotted around 113 acres of landscape, PSV is possibly the most secluded, private hideaway in the Caribbean. There is a low-key ambience here to ensure maximum privacy and peace. The emphasis is on total relaxation, with no phones, no televisions, no newspapers and no concerns.

Visit : www.psvresort.com. Contact : Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com.

La Residencia in Deià, Mallorca

La Residencia in Deià, Mallorca has been voted Best Leisure Hotel in Europe, Asia Minor and the Russian Federation in Condé Nast Traveller’s Readers Travel Awards.  

On the list of The World’s Top 100, covering all categories, La Residencia took 10th place.Mallorca (Spanish and Catalan) also known as Majorca is the largest island of Spain and located in the Mediterranean. 

La Residencia is one of 32 members of the Reis de Mallorca association.  This group of independent hotels offers elegant properties full of charm and character throughout the island from luxury manor houses to intimate beach-side resorts and boutique hotels in Palma.  
Visit : www.hotel-laresidencia.com and www.reisdemallorca.com. Contact :Doug Goodman at info@douggoodmanpr.com.
Working with Alliance members
The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Details of other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

Bath Tourism Plus

Bath Tourism Plus is the destination marketing organisation for the city of Bath, England.  The company carries out marketing and PR activity and runs a membership scheme for local tourism businesses.

Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Weaver at lucy_weaver@bathtourism.co.uk.  


Central Oregon Visitors Association


Central Oregon Visitors Association markets and promotes Central Oregon as a year-round visitor destination to improve the long-term economic vitality of the region.
 


Visit : www.visitcentraloregon.com. Contact :Kristi Richter at kristi@visitcentraloregon.com. 

Grand UK Holidays


Grand UK Holidays offers coach tours, cruises, self-drive breaks and holidays by air exclusively for the over-55s. It offers mainly UK holidays but also medium and long-haul destinations.
 


Visit : www.grandukholidays.com. Contact : Samantha Mayling at samanthamayling@aol.com. 

Horizon Horse Trails 

Set within Africa’s UNESCO recognised Waterberg Biosphere Reserve, Horizon offers a diverse riding portfolio, making it one of the most varied and action-packed horse riding vacations anywhere in the world. 

Their emphasis is on horses and horsemanship and with a herd of over 70 much loved horses, Horizon can cater for all levels of rider, making it the ideal riding holiday for both the novice and experienced rider. While Horizon is the perfect destination for those who truly love horses, it is also renowned for its relaxed atmosphere and ability to make guests feel completely at home. 
  


Visit : www.ridinginafrica.com. Contact : Laura Dowinton at horizonranch@telkomsa.net. 


Hornblower Cruises & Events


Hornblower Cruises in San Diego offers sightseeing and dining cruises as well as private charters on San Diego Bay.


Visit : www.hornblower.com. Contact : Rebecca Milkey at milkey@hornblower.com. 

Unchartered Outposts
Unchartered Outposts is considered one of the world’s premier Safari and Travel Companies offering hand-crafted itineraries to Africa, Australia, New Zealand and the Americas. They key to Uncharted’s success is their custom-designed adventures. No two trips are alike, but what is constant is the undivided attention to detail to make each journey one of spectacular and authentic adventure by day and unbridled luxury by night.

Visit : www.unchartedoutposts.com. Contact : Charles Cunningham at chip@unchartedoutposts.com. 

Agencies
AZ Communications group

AZ Communications Group delivers professional public relations and tourism marketing solutions for businesses and communities throughout Arizona. Producing results and exceeding client expectations are our hallmark and standard of service.  Professional services include media relations, web design, e-communication, video production, extensive restaurant and hotel experience, domestic and international market representation.

Visit : www.azcomgroup.com.  Contact : Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

bgb

bgb is the leading PR and representation agency in the travel industry and has a proven track record of producing creative campaigns that communicate effectively with their clients' customers. They look after every area of communication, from the local marketing of a small, independently owned hotel to the brand development of a popular long-haul destination. bgb staff have an in-depth knowledge of the travel sector coupled with valuable experience gained from working on lifestyle brands in different markets. bgb’s tailor-made representation service helps clients create an impact in the industry and penetrate their target market throughout the UK and Europe. 


Visit : www.bgb.co.uk. Contact : Kath Freer at kfreer@bgb.co.uk. 

Classic Representation


Classic Representation provides international marketing and public relations services for a range of truly refined Relais & Chateaux properties, the Classic Retreats portfolio, and a selection of independent lodges, all boasting cutting-edge decadence in superb locations. 


Visit : www.classic-representation.com.  Contact : Juliet Agg-Manning at juliet@classic-representation.com.

Dunira Strategy

Based in Scotland, leading PR and marketing consultants with focus on sustainable development and environmental management of tourism. Special interests in role of cultural and natural heritage in tourism, especially in protected areas and destinations emerging from conflict.  Considerable international project experience in Africa, Asia, Caribbean, Europe and Middle East for public and private sector stakeholders and civil society organisations.  Recent assignments include marketing strategies, feasibility studies, communication plans and capacity building programmes.


Visit : www.dunira.com. Contact : Benjamin Carey at info@dunira.com. 



Nobull Communications
Nobull is a specialist travel PR agency with a comprehensive client portfolio including airlines, car rental, online retailers and hotel chains.

Visit : www.nobull-communications.co.uk.  Contact : Kally Carder at kally@nobull-communications.co.uk. 

Oxygen Public Relations
Oxygen Public Relations is a news-oriented PR consultancy specialising in travel, tourism and leisure. Run by former journalist and broadcaster Peter Lilley who offers 20 years' first-hand experience of the media, Oxygen prides itself in producing quality information and comment on behalf of its clients and speedy responses to all press enquiries. 


Visit : www.oxygenpr.co.uk. Contact : Peter Lilley at info@oxygenpr,co.uk. 

TerraCom Communications

TerraCom Communications Group is a marketing communications and public relations firm specializing in tourism, arts and culture. We provide clients with strategic planning, media relations, promotions, event management and crisis communication support. We choose clients who fit our philosphy of world citizenship and sustainability.


Visit : www.terracomgroup.net. Contact : Nora Weber at noraw@terracomgroup.net. 


Travel products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these for review to Alliance members on assignment, with commission or who are able to secure one and in return for a credit or review.

Magellan's
Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding.

The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful and appreciated products and provides travelers with :

· a single source of state-of-the-art, quality travel products 

· up-to-the-minute and well-researched information to meet the needs of all travelers, and 

· an exceptional customer experience 

Magellan’s will be pleased to offer its products for review purposes to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Penton Overseas iSync and iVideo

Penton Overseas Inc has a range of iSync products offering language learning - including vocabulary, grammar, conversation - for iPod or any portable media player.

Its iVideo range is a live-action language learning video series of traveller's essentials designed for iPod, iPhone, or other portable media player. 

Penton is offering 150 Alliance members an iSync in Chinese, Spanish, French, German or Italian and 150 iVideo in French, Italian, German orSpanish).  

Visit: www.pentonoverseas.com. Contact: Tom McGrew at trm@pentonoverseas.com.

Tourist Tracks

Tourist Tracks will offer a free download or CD for review of its self-guided audio walking tours in MP3 format

Tourist Tracks, a UK company based in Cambridge, has launched a series of downloadable self-guided audio walking tours in MP3 format. Users log on to www.tourist-tracks.com select the city of their choice, pay £5, and download a zip file containing the MP3 files and maps in PDF format.

Cities on offer include London, Bath, Brighton, Cambridge and Oxford.

visit: www.tourist-tracks.com/tours. Contact Tim Gillett at tim@tourist-tracks.com. 

Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members on assignment, with commission or who are able to secure one and in return for a credit or review.

Anova Books

Visit : www.anovabooks.com

Contact : Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

Visit : www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Contact : Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

Visit: www.bradtguides.com
Contact: Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

Visit : www.foulsham.com. Contact Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

Visit: www.travelbooks.co.uk. Contact: Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

Visit : www.fisherstravelsos.com. Contact Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

Visit : www.africa-adventure.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

Visit : www.globetrotterslogbook.com Contact : Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Insight 

 

Visit : www.insightguides.com. Contact : Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

Visit: www.inyourpocket.com.  Contact: Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

Visit : www.JanesSmartArt.com. Contact:  Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Kuperard Publishers
 
Visit : www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@kuperard.co.uk
Lonely Planet

 

Visit: www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact: Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Mile Oak Publishing Inc. 

Visit : www.i75online.com and http://www.flonline.info/. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com. 


Morris Communications 

Visit : www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Rough Guides 

Visit : www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.   

The Alliance bulletin

This bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com or +44 (0) 776 419 8286.  Archive issue of the bulletin are available at www.itwalliance.com. 

The International Travel Writers Alliance
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides key information and support for 7,200 professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

 

Alliance information is also syndicated to 500 professional travel writers through the North American Travel Journalists Association (www.natja.org), 1200 travel writers through the Society of American Travel Writers (www.satw.org), 600 travel writers through the Professional Writers Association of Canada (www.pwac.ca/blog.htm) and directly to 150 members of the New Zealand Travel Communicators (www.travelcommunicators.co.nz). 
 

 Finally Alliance information also goes to over 1,500 travel and tourist industry representatives.
 

AllWays

 
AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com), the consumer travel service from the International Travel Writers Alliance.

The AllWays package 
AllWays will comprises :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue e-newsletters and updates for AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
In addition :
· AllWays magazine : launches as phase two of the AllWays development, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility.
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The Alliance bi-monthly bulletin provides key information in a no-frills format for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Archive issues : www.itwalliance.com.

The media contacts listed will always be pleased to hear from Alliance members. When requesting ‘press trip’ facilities members should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Editor: Ashley Gibbins: Ashley@itwalliance.com. 

In this issue 

	1 Alerts 

Bullet point information of interest to travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 

2 : Opportunities

Group and individual press trip opportunities

· Magellan's
· Le Méridien Al Aqah Beach Resort, Fujairah, UAE
· The Palio degli Asini (donkey races), Piedmont, Italy
· Kuperard Publishers
· Press Trip - Sacrum Profanum Festival In Krakow, Poland

· Grand Ole Opry press visit : 23 to 26 October 2008

· Arizona

· Independent PR 

3: Leads

Brief information on travel and tourism initiatives

4: Reasons to write about …

Information on destinations and travel pursuits from Alliance partners and agencies

· Escalade in Geneva, Switzerland
· The Falkland Islands 
· Ludwigsburg, Germany
· Likoma Island, Lake Malawi
· The Sondrio Film Festival, Italy

· Swimming with the whale sharks of Baja
· The Jewel that is Jordan classic car rally, Jordan

· Albuquerque, New Mexico
· The Seminole Tribe of Florida
	5: A place to stay

Opportunities for Alliance members to review new and unusual accommodation

· The Grand Hyatt Residences & Spa, Moscow

· Charming Hotels Madeira

· The Langham, Hong Kong
· Mallorca

· Shadingfield Hall, UK

6: Travel products and services 

Providers of travel products or services who are happy to provide Alliance members with these for review purposes.

7: Travel guides 

Travel publishers that are happy to provide Alliance members with review copies
Registering with the Alliance 

The Alliance is now registering details of its members, editors, partners and agencies to enable it to more effectively work with all sectors of the travel industry.

To register visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

We do no pass on contact details of our members without their direct permission.



· Alerts
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: http://www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Linda Izon at lynda@mercury-pr.co.uk.

· Group RCI, an exchange company with over 4000 affiliated resorts worldwide, will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : http://www.grouprci.com/. Contact Katie Bretherick on 0113 243 1117 or at Katie@lucrecommunications.com.
· Reis de Mallorca Hotels will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.reisdemallorca.com. Contact: Doug Goodman PR on 0208 614 1448 or at info@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· The Croation island of Kolocep will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.smallfamilies.co.uk or www.singleparent.travel. Contact: Amy Woodyatt at amy.woodyatt@partnership-plus.co.uk. 

· Raemoir House, Scotland will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.raemoir.com. Contact: Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk or on +44 (0) 131 311 7050.

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635.

· MSC Cruises will be delighted to consider offering cruise trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.msccruises.com. Contact: Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com. 

· Golf & spa breaks with Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com click opportunities.

Magellan's
Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding.

The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful and appreciated products and provides travelers with :

· a single source of state-of-the-art, quality travel products 

· up-to-the-minute and well-researched information to meet the needs of all travelers, and 

· an exceptional customer experience 

Magellan’s will be pleased to offer its products for review purposes to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Le Méridien Al Aqah Beach Resort, Fujairah, UAE

Astute PR is sourcing and co-ordinating press trips and editorial for this 5 Star luxury beach resort in Fujairah, one of the 7 United Arab Emirates.

The agency will organise your trip, fund flights and provide a co-ordinator for the duration of your stay. 

Le Méridien Al Aqah Beach Resort sits on a 230m stretch of unspoilt golden beach, between the Hajar Mountains and the Indian Ocean, just 90 minutes from Dubai. It lies at the foot of the Hajar Mountains where they meet the blue waters of the Indian Ocean. Le Méridien Al Aqah 

Every one of the resort’s 218 rooms offers floor-to-ceiling windows and good natural light for shooting. They can be selected to overlook a sea view and the pool, beach, gardens or landscaped grounds.

The hotel is situated just 45 kilometres from down town Fujairah and a 90 minute drive from Dubai, both of which can be accessed via the regular shuttle services running from the Resort. It’s also within easy reach of the area’s natural attractions, including ancient fjords, spectacular dive sites, palm groves, picturesque waterfalls, hot springs and a host of historical landmarks.

The coral reefs off the coast of Fujairah, which are home to many exotic species of fish, give the opportunity to feature some of the best snorkelling, diving and deep sea fishing on offer anywhere in the region. 

Back on land, mountains are most spectacular during the winter months when the trees and shrubs burst into life, forming a mosaic of colours along the hillside.

Visit : http://lemeridien.com/fujairah. Contact : Jo Barnard at jo@astuteuk.com or on 01473 717 928

The Palio degli Asini (donkey races), Piedmont, Italy

The Palio degli Asini (donkey races) at Piedmont is possibly Italy’s silliest, slowest and possibly most loved race.

The origins of this event can be traced back to 1275, when Alba and Asti were at war, and the inhabitants of Asti decided to run a Palio outside the walls of Alba as a sign of victory. 

Each year, to celebrate their victory over the city of Alba, Asti held this Palio to show how magnanimous they were in victory. The inhabitants of Alba in turn decided to run a Palio inside the city walls, using donkeys instead of horses to mock their adversaries. 

A re-enactment of what is now known as the “Palio degli Asini” takes place on the first Sunday of October. Locals dress in medieval costumes. And the riders of the famed donkeys are local celebrities. The event also marks the beginning of the world-famous white truffle season.   

Piedmont is surrounded on three sides by the Alps and borders with France, Switzerland and the Italian regions of Lombardy, Liguria, Emilia-Romagna and Aosta Valley.

The Relais San Maurizio set in a little village close to Alba is a 5-star boutique hotel formerly a 17th century monastery and now a Relais & Chateaux property. Visitors will be caught up in all the fun and excitement of this wonderful medieval tradition that has withstood the test of time. And at the same time celebrate the opening of the truffle season.

The Relais San Maurizio will be pleased to provide accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit : http://www.relaissanmaurizio.it/. Contact : Mirjam Peternek at mirjam@lemongrassmarketing.com or on +44 (0) 845 634 6135.

Kuperard Publishers

Kuperard Publishers are publishers of Culture smart! guides, Customs and Etiquette guides and Chic guides. 

Specialising in information about countries, their cultures, customs and etiquette for international travellers, Kuperard also acts as an exclusive distributor for major publishers, among them Random House (Inc.) for the Living Language and the Modern Library; Harper Collins and Penguin.’

 

Kuperard Publishers will be pleased to provide review copies to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@kuperard.co.uk or on +44 (0) 208 446 2440.

Press Trip - Sacrum Profanum Festival In Krakow, Poland

Sacrum-Profanum is a world renowned classical music festival organised each year in Krakow, Poland. In 2008 will be held from 14 to 21 September. 

The Polish National Tourist Office in London would like to invite journalists to join a media trip and take part in this fascinating event, organised jointly with the Municipality of Krakow.

Visit : http://www.krakow-info.com/4sacrum.htm. Contact : Ewa Binkin at ewa.binkin@poland.travel or +44 (0) 208 991 7074

Grand Ole Opry press visit : 23 to 26 October 2008

The Grand Ole Opry, an American institution, is the perfect getaway blending music, history and fun. 

The oldest continuous radio program in the United States (since November 28, 1925), the Opry is a weekly country music radio program broadcast live on WSM radio in Nashville, Tennessee and televised on the Great American Country network. 

Those going on the press trip will experience the Opry - likely from backstage and stay at the Gaylord Opryland resort and visit other Nashville destinations such as the Ryman Auditorium, the Country Music Hall of Fame and more. 

Visit : www.opry.com Contact : Lesley Bellus at lesley@belluspr.com

Phoenix, Arizona : press trips

November 19-22, 2008

January 7-10, 2009

Phoenix is a city that takes its very name from a mythical creature, and the surrounding Sonoran Desert-whose colorful human history was painted by puebloans, cowboys and miners-is fertile ground for legend. 

This media tour will visit Native-American and American Cowboy cultural sites and museums; include story-telling; visit Frank Lloyd Wright's Talieson West; the Heard Museum, and tour the Sonoran desert. Also, culinary specialities of the region will be served each night.

To qualify to join the Greater Phoenix CVB on one of its world-class cultural adventures, you must be a professional travel writer with a signed letter of assignment. 

The Greater Phoenix CVB will cover land costs, lodging and food for a qualified travel writer on assignment. 

Each trip is limited to six participants - please submit credentials no later than 5 weeks before trip. Visit www.visitphoenix.com. Contact : Doug MacKenzie by e-mail at dmackenzie@visitphoenix.com. 

Independent Public Relations 

With its portfolio of eight clients collectively featuring 80 destinations across the globe Independent Public Relations (IPR) is able to provide freelance writers and commissioning editors with a diverse selection of feature ideas as well as travel and accommodation suggestions on a range of themes.

Clients :

Bailey Robinson creates luxury bespoke journeys to over 60 destinations worldwide. Visit : www.baileyrobinson.com. 

Hands up Holidays offers a selection of 158 trips to 36 destinations blending travel with meaningful volunteering experiences. Visit : www.handsupholidays.com. 

Hamilton Island, Queensland is Australia's gateway to the Great Barrier Reef. Visit : www.hamiltonisland.com.au. 

Qantas Holidays is a specialist tour operator of bespoke holidays to Australia, New Zealand and worldwide stopover destinations. Visit : www.qantas.co.uk/holidays. 

Qualia, Great Barrier Reef, Australia is a new exclusive A$75 million world class luxury resort that provides the definitive Australian experience with outstanding facilities and exceptional service all within the stunning, pristine natural beauty of the Whitsundays. Spa qualia is one of the world's "must experience spas". Visit : www.qualia.com.au. 

Reef and Rainforest Tours is an up market long haul operator specialising in natural history themed holidays which are available on a bespoke basis, as trips escorted by specialist guides and as family adventure holidays. www.reefandrainforest.co.uk

South Australian Tourism Commission. The State's signature WOW experiences are wildlife, Outback and wine, exponents of which are the stunning Flinders Ranges, Barossa and Clare Valleys and Kangaroo Island, known as Australia's Galapagos. Visit : www.southaustralia.com. 

Trisara is one of Thailand's coolest luxury resorts, is an exclusive hideaway on the quiet northwest coast of Phuket. Set above its own private beach and bay and nestled between two private headlands, the staff-to-guest ratio of seven to one is amongst the highest in the world. Visit : www.trisara.com. 

Contact : Jovanka Ristich on +44 (0) 1628 623003 or at : jovanka@independentpr.co.uk
· Leads
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Hôtel de Toiras, France

The Hôtel de Toiras, a boutique hotel housed in a former ship-owner’s residence in the village of Saint Martin de Ré on Ile de Ré in France, lies in an the area, which has just been listed as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO. Visit : www.hotel-de-toiras.com. Contact : Emma Powell Emma@grifcopr.com
Universal Studios, Orlando, Florida

The Simpsons Ride at Universal Studios, Orlando, Florida has been voted “Best New Theme Park Attraction” for 2008 by Theme Park Insider.com. It has also become the fastest attraction in Universal Orlando Resort history to hit one million riders. Visit : www.universalorlando.co.uk. Contact : Chloe Handy at chloe.handy@fleishmaneurope.com.
Wexford Opera Festival, Ireland

Contemporary opera and rising operatic stars appear at the Wexford Opera Festival (16 October to 2 November). This year the newly redeveloped Theatre Royal will open its doors and host performances of Snegirochka (The Snow Maiden), The Mines of Sulphur and Tutti in Maschera (Everyone In Disguise). (Visit : http://wexfordopera.com). Contact : Rob Looker on +44 (0)20 8891 4440 or at r.looker@travelpr.co.uk
BB King Museum, Mississippi
The B.B. King Museum and Delta Interpretive Centre opens in Indianola, Mississippi on 13 September 2008. Visit : www.bbkingmuseum.org. Contact : Jennie Jordan at jennie@david-nicholson.com.

Equine Adventures’

Equine Adventures’ offer two centre-based, Portuguese ‘trail and training’ horse-riding holidays. Tours combine trail rides with expert equitation tuition from Olympic Show Jumper, Antonio Vozone and internationally renowned dressage rider, Miguel Magalhaes. Visit : www.equineadventures.co.uk. Contact : Nick Redmayne at info@travel-media.co.uk. 

Walk Worldwide

Walk Worldwide’s 16-day tour of Ecuador’s hot and high places includes the physically demanding climbs of four volcanoes - Mt Imbabura (4,630 metres), North Illiniza (5,100 metres), Cotopaxi (5,897 metres) and Chimborazo (6,310 metres). Tour departs London 6th November 08. Visit : www.walksworldwide.com. Contact : Nick Redmayne at info@travel-media.co.uk. 

Cape Lodge, Australia


Cape Lodge has been awarded the Best Boutique Hotel in Australia in the 2008 HM Awards for Hotels and Accommodation Excellence. Over 600 properties were nominated. Visit : www.capelodge.com.au. Contact : ekearns@twa.australia.com. 
· Reasons to write about
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Escalade in Geneva, Switzerland

Geneva's annual Escalade (12 to 14 December 2008), is a medieval festival in Geneva’s historic old town.

Over the weekend, brigades on horseback and in period costumes, become the focus for a weekend of country markets and folk music, Rabelasian banquets, fife and drum parades and torchlight marches.

Escalade I(French) refers to an ill-fated attempt to scale Geneva's former walls. On the night of December 11, 1602, the Duke of Savoy tried to seize the city with ladders but his attempts were thwarted by the townsfolk, who have been celebrating their success ever since.

On the night of the 12th, every home in the old town has a replica pot made of chocolate, and decorated in Geneva's colours and filled with marzipan vegetables. The custom is for the oldest and youngest to join hands and smash the chocolate pot, at which point everyone rushes for the marzipan.

Visit : www.compagniede1602.ch or www.geneve-tourisme.ch. Contact : Isabelle Hesse at hesse@geneve-tourisme.ch.

The Falkland Islands 

Almost 68,000 cruise ship passengers are expected to visit the Falkland Islands during the coming summer season between October 2008 and April 2009.

The Falkland Islands are an archipelago in the South Atlantic Ocean, located 300 miles from the coast of Argentina.

They consist of two main islands, East Falkland and West Falkland, together with 776 smaller islands. Stanley, on East Falkland, is the capital. The islands are a self-governing Overseas Territory of the United Kingdom.

A wide variety of shore excursions and tours are available for passengers to experience the unique wildlife and fascinating history of the Islands.  

These include a trip to Bluff Cove Lagoon in a 4WD vehicle, where visitors can stroll along the white sandy beach, home to 1,000 breeding pairs of gentoo penguins and a growing colony of king penguins and chicks, or watch the sea lions and dolphins often seen swimming in the surf.  

Visitors can also take part in tours to Volunteer Point, a cornucopia of bird activity and home to king, gentoo and magellanic penguins – as well as waterfowl and endemic subspecies like the dark-faced ground tyrant, Falkland pipit and thrush.  

Historical tours are also popular with cruise visitors, who can visit the sites made famous by the battles of the 1982 conflict, such as Mount Tumbledown and Wireless Ridge.

 

Tourism is the Falklands’ fastest growing industry, and the second largest industry behind fisheries in terms of contribution to GDP (gross domestic product).  

The industry is experiencing strong annual growth in visitor numbers from the UK, primarily due to the increased popularity of Antarctic cruise ship tourism.  

Land-based tourism is also growing, along with the number of independent travellers visiting the Islands.  Many choose to combine their Falklands itinerary with a stopover in South America.  

There are over 40 international tour operators offering tailor-made packages and escorted tours to the Falkland Islands.

Visit : www.visitorfalklands.com and www.falklands.gov.fk. Contact : Katie Liddell at katie@keenepa.co.uk.

Ludwigsburg, Germany

Ten miles north of Stuttgart, Ludwigsburg consists of the residential palace, palace gardens and the pleasure palaces Favorite and Monrepos. 

There is also a Ceramics Museum with a collection of over 70.000 exhibits and Fashion Museum featuring clothing from the 18th century to today. 

Music lovers should visit Ludwigsburg Palace in time for the annual Ludwigsburg Palace Festival, one of the oldest and most distinguished classical music festivals in Germany, held every year in spring, summer and autumn. 

A programme featuring international artists is next on from 22 to 30 November.

Visit : www.germany-tourism.co.uk. Contact : Barbara Geier : barbara.geier@d-z-t.com.

Likoma Island, Lake Malawi

Likoma Island is the larger of two inhabited islands in Lake Malawi (the smaller being the nearby Chizumulu island).

Both islands lie a few kilometres from Mozambique, and are entirely surrounded by Mozambican territorial waters, but belong to Malawi.

The Republic of Malawi (formerly Nyasaland) is in southern Africa and bordered by Zambia to the northwest, Tanzania to the northeast and Mozambique, which surrounds it on the east, south and west. 

Set in the deep, blue waters of Lake Malawi, one hours flight north of Lilongwe, the 17 square kilometer  Likoma Island has a population of over 6000, and some of the clearest water, idyllic bays and secluded beaches in Africa.

The Kaya Mawa Lodge (www.wilderness-safaris.com) on the islands southern tip has been voted by Conde Nast Mag as one of the planet’s 10 most romantic destinations. 

Visit : www.malawitourism.com. For more information on Malawi including press trips requests contact : Kelly White at enquiries@malawitourism.com. 

The Sondrio Film Festival, Italy

The Sondrio Festival (6 to 11 October 2008) is an international festival unique in its kind, focusing on nature films and documentaries, shot in nature parks and protected areas throughout the world. 

Established in 1987, it takes places every year in the Alpine town of Sondrio, in Lombardy, Northern Italy. The film competition is open to makers of documentary films on the theme of National Parks, Reserves and Protected Areas, featuring naturalistic, ethnographic, historical and management aspects. 

It presents films selected among the best productions from all over the world. 

The Festival aims at making natural parks and the culture involved in them better known, as well as highlighting the importance of naturalistic and ethnographic documentaries as a means for promoting, studying and researching our natural, artistic and cultural heritage.

Visit : www.sondriofestival.it. Contact : Stefania Gatta at stefaniagatta@italiantouristboard.co.uk.

Swimming with the whale sharks of Baja

Whale sharks, which grow up to 60-feet and are the world’s largest fish, eat plankton – not people. 

This makes observing and swimming with them a ‘people treat’ in September and October when the whale sharks make their annual fall return to the nutrient-rich waters of Mexico’s Sea of Cortez.

Las Animas Wilderness Retreat, a remote, eco-friendly lodge, offers a high-end, all-inclusive safari experience with a focus on whale sharks as they’re feeding in the Sea of Cortez just 300 miles from San Diego. This is the closest whale shark experience offered near North American shores and one of only four locations in the world where they congregate.

In the fall, the average water clarity ranges from 35’ – 60’ or deeper while water temperatures hover between 78F – 80F. Visit : http://www.bajaairventures.com/bajawhalesharktours.html and http://www.bajaairventures.com. Contact: Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com.

The Jewel that is Jordan classic car rally, Jordan

The Jordanian Royal Family’s love of classic cars and racing has been well documented and October sees the return of The Jewel that is Jordan (14 to 27 October 2008) - a spectacular classic car rally through the stunning desert scenery of Jordan.

Jordan is a country in Southwest Asia spanning the southern part of the Syrian Desert down to the Gulf of Aqaba. It shares borders with Syria to the north, Iraq to the north-east, Israel and the disputed Palestinian territories to the west, and Saudi Arabia to the east and south. 

Much of Jordan is covered by desert land, particularly the Arabian Desert, however the north-western area, with the sacred Jordan River is regarded as part of the Fertile Crescent.

The invitation only rally, organised by entrepreneur Jonathon Lyons and supported by the Classic Car Committee of the Royal Automobile Club of Jordan, and the Jordan Tourism Board, will see 25 classic and vintage cars ready for departure in the Red Sea port-city of Aqaba.  

These include Bentleys, Mercedes, Jaguars, Lagondas and more, cruising through some of the most beautiful and dramatic landscapes in the World.

Visit www.thejewelevents.com and www.visitjordan.com. Contact : davidsymes@brightergroup.com
Albuquerque, New Mexico

AAA has ranked Albuquerque the second most affordable travel destination in the USA (after Tulsa).

The top five most economical destination cities are Tulsa, OK; Albuquerque, NM; Wichita, K.S., Oklahoma City, OK., and Fresno, CA. 

Albuquerque offers a diverse travel experience, with influences of Native American, Hispanic and Western cultures.  

Visitors can choose from a variety of activities including outdoor recreation, museums or performances, many of which are free or less than $10 per person.  V

Visitors also enjoy the unique New Mexican style cuisine. Visit www.summer.itsatrip.org. Contact :Megan Mayo at media@itsatrip.org. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida

The Seminole Tribe of Florida will present a reenactment of the Second Seminole War at the Big 

Cypress Shootout at Billie Swamp Safari from 27 February to 1 March 2009.

The Billie Swamp Safari is located between Fort Lauderdale and Naples, on the Big 

Cypress Reservation.
 

The battle reenactments honor the Seminole’s struggle and sacrifice to remain in their homeland and will feature authentic weapons, soldier and warrior attire and tactics typical of the Second Seminole War.

 

The three-day event will also include music, Seminole food, Seminole and pioneer artisans, tomahawk throws, authentic Seminole and soldier camps, venomous snake shows and alligator wrestling.  “Period settlers” from around the country will hew wood, iron and silver crafts and depict trading techniques from the Seminole war era.

 

In the 1830’s, the United States was attempting to enforce its policy of Indian removal.  The Seminoles 

were facing the loss of their homeland and their freedom.  After broken treaties and failed peace 

parleys, the Seminoles took up arms against removal.  

The US Government thought they could quickly overpower the Seminoles and waged the fiercest of all 

wars ever waged between the US Government and Native Peoples.  They burned settlements and 

captured, killed and scattered many Seminole families.  This seven year war cost more than the

American Revolution and involved 52,000 soldiers fighting against less than 2,000 warriors.  The 

Seminoles fought with courage and determination and had a unique knowledge of the land.  Although 

many Seminoles were killed or removed to present-day Oklahoma, they were never defeated, and to 

this day their 3500 descendants are known as “The Unconquered” Seminole Tribe of Florida.

Visit : www.semtribe.com. Contact : Cindy Malin at CMalin@semtribe.com.

· A place to stay

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Grand Hyatt Residences & Spa, Moscow

The Grand Hyatt Residences & Spa, Moscow, the city’s only international boutique hotel, is scheduled to open in December 2008.

The hotel is part of the $12 billion Moscow-City Project situated four kilometers northwest of the Kremlin on the Krasnopresnenskaya Embankment. This project will create a new downtown that will also be home to the city government and major international businesses. 

Global Hyatt Corporation has a portfolio of 750 hotels and resorts in 45 countries.  Visit : http://moscow.park.hyatt.com. Contact : Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com. 

Charming Hotels Madeira

Charming Hotels Madeira, a group of four former manor houses in and around Funchal, has formed a partnership with the Madeira Story Centre, the island’s leading history and cultural centre.

The museum offers an interactive tour through Madeira’s history from its volcanic origins to its discovery by the Portuguese Navigators in 1418, its association with Napoleon and Churchill and the arrival of the jet-set by flyingboat.

Madeira is one of the autonomous regions of Portugal, with Madeira Island and Porto Santo Island being the only inhabited islands. Guests at the five star Quinta das Vistas and Quinta do Monte hotels, staying for 4 nights or longer, will receive free entry to the Madeira Story Centre.

The historic Quinta do Monte, one of the fourhotels, is a 17th century Quinta with panoramic tropical gardens with centuries-old trees and plants.   

Visitors can now explore these hidden gardens with an English-speaking guide who will explain the fascinating history of the manor house and its gardens, as well as its famous inhabitants and guests, such as the exiled Emperor of Austria 

The Museum (www.storycentre.com) is located in the centre of Funchal at the foot of the cable car.  Visit : www.charminghotelsmadeira.com. Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

The Langham, Hong Kong
The Langham, Hong Kong, which has completed the second phase of its room renovation, is the only member of The Leading Hotels of the World in Hong Kong and a member of the prestigious Virtuoso Portfolio.

Located in Kowloon’s most enviable shopping location, The Langham in Tsimshatsui is just 5 minutes walk from the Star Ferry, MTR, railway station and ferry service to Macau. 

It is also on the doorstep of Harbour City, Hong Kong’s largest shopping mall with over 700 shops and boasting the world’s second largest Louis Vuitton Boutique Shop.

The Langham brand has a hotel heritage dating back to 1865 when the Langham Hotel in London originally opened as Europe’s first Grand Hotel.

In addition to London and Hong Kong, Langham hotels are now found in Boston, Auckland, Melbourne, Pasadena and Shanghai.

Today, all Langham Hotels worldwide inherit the same philosophy that reflects elegance in design, innovation in hospitality, genuine service and captivation of the senses creating a truly unique hotel experience. 

Visit : http://www.langhamhotels.com. Contact : Gill Warren at gillyw@avenuesales.co.uk. 

Mallorca

The H10 Punta Negra Resort (www.h10hotels.com) is set in spacious landscaped grounds on a headland near the marina resort of Puerto Portals, 9kms east of Palma, the major city and port on the island of Mallorca.

Accommodation is in a choice of hotel rooms, pool-side villas and completely refurbished beach-front villas 

The Punta Negra is one of 32 hotels in the Reis de Mallorca (Kings of Mallorca) hotel association, including country estates, boutique manor houses, rural hotels and family-run beach-side properties.  Each property has its own distinct style and charm offering traditional island hospitality and fine cuisine, many with award-winning restaurants.

Visit www.reisdemallorca.com. Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. 

Shadingfield Hall, UK

Shadingfield Hall is an impressive, newly-refurbished, country house venue set in 5 acres of landscaped grounds, in the heart of the East Anglian countryside and within easy reach of Suffolk's stunning Heritage Coast.

The Hall and Lodge are available for self-catering holidays accommodating up to 16 adults and 5 children and available to hire for events as a shoot location and as a wedding venue 

Dave and Janice Hogan fell in love with Shadingfield Hall as soon as they saw it, one sunny afternoon just 12 months ago and have restored the Hall, to preserve its beauty for generations to come.

Contact : Jo Barnard at jo@astuteuk.com 

Travel products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these for review to Alliance members on assignment, with commission or who are able to secure one and in return for a credit or review.

Magellan's
Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding.

The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful and appreciated products and provides travelers with :

· a single source of state-of-the-art, quality travel products 

· up-to-the-minute and well-researched information to meet the needs of all travelers, and 

· an exceptional customer experience 

Magellan’s will be pleased to offer its products for review purposes to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members on assignment, with commission or who are able to secure one and in return for a credit or review.

Berlitz 

Visit : www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Contact : Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

Visit: www.bradtguides.com
Contact: Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

Visit : www.foulsham.com. Contact Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

Visit: www.travelbooks.co.uk. Contact: Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

Visit : www.fisherstravelsos.com. Contact Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

Visit : www.africa-adventure.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

Visit : www.globetrotterslogbook.com Contact : Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Insight 

 

Visit : www.insightguides.com. Contact : Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

Visit: www.inyourpocket.com.  Contact: Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

Visit : www.JanesSmartArt.com. Contact:  Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Kuperard Publishers
 
Visit : www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@kuperard.co.uk
Lonely Planet

 

Visit: www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact: Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Mile Oak Publishing Inc. 

Visit : www.i75online.com and http://www.flonline.info/. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com. 

Morris Communications 

Visit : www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Rough Guides 

Visit : www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.   

The Alliance bulletin

This bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com or +44 (0) 776 419 8286.  Archive issue of the bulletin are available at www.itwalliance.com. 

The International Travel Writers Alliance
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides key information and support for 7,200 professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

 

Alliance information is also syndicated to 500 professional travel writers through the North American Travel Journalists Association (www.natja.org), 1200 travel writers through the Society of American Travel Writers (www.satw.org), 600 travel writers through the Professional Writers Association of Canada (www.pwac.ca/blog.htm) and directly to 150 members of the New Zealand Travel Communicators (www.travelcommunicators.co.nz). 
 

 Finally Alliance information also goes to over 1,500 travel and tourist industry representatives.
 

AllWays

 
AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com), the consumer travel service from the International Travel Writers Alliance.

The AllWays package 
AllWays will comprises :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue e-newsletters and updates for AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
In addition :
· AllWays magazine : launches as phase two of the AllWays development, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility.
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