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· News 

The Currency Commission

What do travellers do with their travel money after they return from vacation?  No one is going to throw money away, but that's what actually happened to billions of dollars!

Starting in 1999 many countries belonging to the European Union adopted the euro. Financial institutions in these countries and around the world allowed the exchange of old domestic currency into euros, however this redemption period has long since passed.  

Now, if someone attempted to exchange German deutsche marks into euros or dollars, the bank would simply say "no".

There is the equivalent of billions of dollars of these non-legal tender banknotes in the desks, sock drawers and wallets of millions of vacationers.  

The Currency Commission is able to solve this problem. Its mandate is to facilitate the conversion of old, expired banknotes and it currently redeems banknotes into euros, Canadian or US dollars.

Other currencies may be added if the need should arise.  All of this takes place through the Commission’s website. 

People simply sign-up and enter the face value of any banknotes The Currency Commission accepts.

Upon receipt of old banknotes, The Currency Commission then validates the currency to ensure authenticity and will then issue funds to the recipient in the currency of their choice.

Visit : www.thecurrencycommission.com. Contact : David Brooks at david.brooks@thecurrencycommission.com. 

· Alerts
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

· Great Hotels Organisation’s family of brands include Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts will be pleased to consider offering individual press trips to Alliance members. Visit : : http://www.ghotw.com and http://www.shotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghorg.com.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· The Rocco Forte Collection is now the largest luxury hotel operator in Europe with 11 five-star properties.The Rocco Forte hotel group will be pleased to offer accommodation and support to Alliance members. Visit: www.roccofortecollection.com. Contact: Rebecca Holloway at rholloway@roccofortecollection.com

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.saillofts.co.uk. Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: http://www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· Group RCI, an exchange company with over 4000 affiliated resorts worldwide, will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : http://www.grouprci.com/. Contact Katie Bretherick on 0113 243 1117 or at Katie@lucrecommunications.com.
· Palm Beach County Convention & Visitors Bureau will be delighted to consider offering accommodation and press trip information to Alliance members. Visit: www.palmbeachfl.com Contact: Lyndsey Thomas at Lyndsey.thomas@circlesolution.com  
· New York State Division of Tourism will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members who can gain a commission/s focusing on: fishing, nature or food & wine. Visit: http://www.nylovesu.co.uk . Contact: Lyndsey Thomas at Lyndsey.thomas@nyseurope.com
· Cornish Gems self-catering holiday bases for  discovering the UK coastal resort St Ives and the far West of Cornwall, Cornish Gems. Visit: www.cornishgems.com. Contact: Graham Buckley at graham@mercury-pr.co.uk 
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com.
· Wilderness Scotland is the highest ranked UK company in the National Geographic Adventure Magazine's 'Best Adventure Travel Companies on Earth'. Visit : www.wildernessscotland.com. Contact : Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessscotland.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.
Comedy mini cruise breaks to Amsterdam 

Cruise line company DFS us running two-night mini comedy cruises breaks sailing from Newcastle to Amsterdam.  The laughs are provided by three top-notch comedians.

Visit : www.dfds.co.uk. To discuss press trips contact : Sophie O'Mahony at sophieo@robson-brown.co.uk.

Mississippi Gulf Coast Media FAM Tour
Buffalo Communications are organizing a press trip to the Mississippi Gulf Coast between 29 March and 2 April 2009.

Likely course roster includes Fallen Oak, The Preserve, Shell Landing and The Bridges. Lodging likely at Beau Rivage, Imperial Palace or just-built condo hotels 

In addition to learning why the MS Gulf Coast is one of the nation’s leading golf-and-gaming destinations, there will be the chance to enjoy the culture and cuisine, including dining at Mary Mahoney’s a Gulf Coast institution. 

Contact Dan Shepherd of Buffalo Communications to discuss this trip on 703-891-3320 or dshepherd@billycaspergolf.com
Press trip to Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, USA

Alliance members are invited to apply for a place on a press trip to Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, USA between Monday 16 March and Thursday 19 March 2009. 

This historical and cultural trip will feature the following:

· luxury accommodations at the four-diamond Marina Inn at Grande Dunes www.MarinaInnatGrandeDunes.com 

· a tour of Brookgreen Gardens, an historical landmark and outdoor sculpture garden www.Brookgreen.org 

· golf at the newly renovated Myrtle Beach’s first golf course, Pine Lakes Country Club www.PineLakes.com, and a private tour of the newly opened Myrtle Beach Golf Hall Fame
· shopping and dining at Broadway at the Beach www.BroadwayattheBeach.com 
· upscale dining and tours of several of Myrtle Beach’s finest restaurants and attractions
· complementary ground transportation while in Myrtle Beach

Although this press trip is limited to eight media representatives, the destination are hosting additional press trips throughout the spring and summer. 

Visit : www.myrtlebeach.com. Contact : Nancy Greene  on 843.916.2000 or at NGreene@brandonadvertising.com.
Galapagos Islands Press Trip 

20 to 27 September 2009  

Ecoventura, is sponsoring a hosted press trip for individual qualified travel writers (and travelling companions) this September. 
It is the chance to celebrate the 200th birthday of Charles Darwin (Born Feb 12, 1809) and the 150th anniversary of the publication of Origin of Species (Nov 24,1859) and cruise the Galapagos Islands with the pacesetter in small ship eco-travel! 

Based from a luxury yacht you'll venture out daily on foot, by kayak and panga to observe an astounding variety of exotic creatures that have never learned to fear human contact. 

The offer includes a complimentary 7-night cruise aboard  Ecoventura’s first class 20-passenger motor-yacht for the travel writer (and companion sharing the same cabin), all meals and snacks, non-alcoholic beverages, guided shore excursions, use of snorkeling equipment, wet suits and sea kayaks.  

Also includes two nights hotel accommodation in Guayaquil (pre & post trip) including hotel tax, breakfast and airport transfers. Excluded: airfare to Guayaquil and the islands, $100 pp park fee, guide/crew gratuities and pre/post trip meals. Only writers on assignment will qualify. 

Visit : www.ecoventura.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins at d.wiggins@comcast.net.
Grand Ole Opry press trip

A Grand Ole Opry / Nashville press trip takes place between 16 and 19 April 2009. 

The Grand Ole Opry, an American institution, offers a variety of travel angles of interest to readers including family travel, locations within driving distance and, of course, historic/Americana opportunities. 

Those on the trip will experience the Opry, stay at the incredible Gaylord Opryland Resort and experience other Nashville destinations such as the Ryman Auditorium, the Country Music Hall of Fame and much more. 

Visit : www.opry.com. Contact : Lesley Bellus Kilman at lesley@belluspr.com. 
· Leads
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Freedom Africa

Freedom Africa offers tailor-made holidays to South Africa, Namibia, Mozambique and Botswana.  The packages target couples, friends travelling together and families looking for personalised itineraries.  Visit : www.freedomafrica.co.uk. Contact : Victoria Marley at victoria@beaconpr.co.uk. 

Cook and cruise 

Belle France is offering a hands-on cookery cruise on board an intimate boutique barge – with just nine en suite cabins – moored at Avignon, in Provence, France. 

Visit : www.bellefrance.co.uk. Contact : Victoria Marley at victoria@beaconpr.co.uk. 

Tour Istanbul
Turkey specialist Journey Anatolia is highlighting a customised tour of Istanbul with a private guide for two days to detail the best restaurants, an insight into Byzantine art, the influence of the Bosphorus and shopping opportunities.

Visit : www.journeyanatolia.com. Contact : Victoria Marley at victoria@beaconpr.co.uk. 

Desert Islands
Alexander Selkirk, the real Robinson Crusoe, was rescued from his island in the South Pacific on 2 February 1709. 

For 2009, Freedom Australia is offering eight ‘desert’ islands on the Great Barrier Reef for would-be castaways. The smallest is Wilson Island, an eco-friendly coral cay of five acres, with just six double tents, each with an ocean view.  

Visit : www.freedomaustralia.co.uk. Contact : Victoria Marley at victoria@beaconpr.co.uk. 

Sicily
Sicily is a brand new destination for Freelance Holidays and the company is offering a holiday home in a vineyard, where a chef offers cookery displays in the onsite demonstration kitchen as one of its unique properties. 

A dozen properties in Sicily join the line-up of Mediterranean islands, alongside Sardinia, Crete and Mallorca. 

Visit : www.freelance-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Victoria Marley at victoria@beaconpr.co.uk.  

Shangri-La Hotels and Resorts
Shangri-La Hotels and Resorts, has become the first international hotel group to offer free WIFI and wired Internet to every guest at all 60 of its Shangri-La and Traders hotels and resorts.  
The group has over 50 projects under development in Austria, Canada, mainland China, France, India, Japan, Macau, Maldives, Philippines, Qatar, Seychelles, Thailand, United Kingdom and the United States.

Visit : www.shangri-la.com. Contact : kate.jones@shangri-la.com.

Flybe

UK regional airline Flybe launches the only non-stop route available between Newquay (Cornwall) and London Gatwick on 15 February 2009.

www.flybe.com. Contact : Stacey Pinkus at Stacey.Pinkus@redconsultancy.com. 

Widness & Company PR

Widness & Company PR is now representing Huka Retreats, the parent company of the Huka Lodge in Taupo, New Zealand, and its two luxurious sister properties, Dolphin Island, a private island retreat in Fiji, and the new Owner's Cottage at Grande Provence in Franschhoek, South Africa.

Visit : www.hukalodge.co.nz. Contact : Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widness-co-pr.com

· The year ahead

Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on events and celebrations worldwide. Sponsored by The Year Ahead.

Bath International Music Festival, UK

22 May 2009 to 06 June 2009

The Bath International Music Festival features an eclectic line-up of classical, world, folk, contemporary and jazz music. Visit : www.bathmusicfest.org.uk and www.bathfestivals.org.uk. Contact : Julie Peacock at  julie@peacockpr.com.

Salzburg Festival, Austria
26 May 2009 to 01 June 2009

The Salzburg Festival takes place in the birthplace of Mozart and features theatre, ballet, opera and classical music performances. Visit : www.salzburgfestival.at. Contact : Ulla Kalchmair at u.kalchmair@salzburgfestival.at.

Berlin Carnival Of Cultures, Germany
29 May 2009 to 01 June 2009

A multi-cultural parade and street festival features music, dance and art. Over 100 bands and 4300 paraders from 70 countries participate in procession. Visit : www.karneval-berlin.de. Contact : Nadja Mau at info@karneval-berlin.de.

International Mount Everest Day, Nepal
29 May 2009

Nepal commemorates the historic first ascent of Mount Everest by Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay with an international day. Celebrations include a mountain film festival, photography exhibitions and cultural programmes. Visit : www.tourism.gov.np. Contact : motca@ntc.net.np.

Hollywood Black Film Festival, California, USA
02 June 2009 to 07 June 2009

The Hollywood Black Film Festival at various venues in Beverly Hills, California, USA focuses on emerging and established North American filmmakers. Visit : www.hbff.org. Contact : Cecy Galvan at publicity@hbff.org.

Tel Aviv centenary celebrations - launch concert

04 April 2009

A concert in Rabin Square, Tel Aviv featuring performances from New Israeli Opera and Israel Philharmonic Orchestra kicks off Hebrew city's year-long commemoration of its 100th birthday. 

Alongside extensive regeneration projects and a UNESCO conference, festivities are likely to include sculptures erected throughout the city, opera performances and classical concerts, plus over 20 cultural events focusing on art, literature, dance, music and heritage.

Visit : www.visit-tlv.com and www.tel-aviv.gov.il.  Contact : 00 972 3 521 8214 or email tourism@tel-aviv.gov.il. 

Museum Mile Block Party, New York, USA
09 June 2009

Nine of America's finest museums collectively open their doors for free for a mile-long block party and visual art celebration.

Visit : www.museummilefestival.org. Contact : Robin Schatell at robin@museummilefestival.org.

CMA Music Festival, Nashville, Tennessee, USA
11 to 14 June 2009

Billed as Country Music's Biggest Party, acts in 2008 included Billy Ray Cyrus, Kenny Rogers, SugarLand, Taylor Swift, Faith Hill, Jewel and Trace Adkins.

Visit : www.cmafest.com. Contact : international@cmaworld.com

Chicago Blues Festival, Illinois, USA

11 to 14 June 2009

Held in Grant Park, Chicago the festival is held over four days and six stages and is the largest of Chicago's music festivals.

Visit : www.cityofchicago.org and www.chicagobluesfestival.us. Contact : Blythe Lope on 00 1 312 744 3370 or at corporatesponsorships@cityofchicago.org.

In addition :

· March 2009 : Santa Fe - 400th birthday. The New Mexico capital is the third largest city in the state. Spanish colonists first settled in northern New Mexico in 1598. www.santafenm.gov
· 31 March 2009 : 120 years ago: Eiffel Tower inaugurated. The 985 ft high Eiffel Tower was officially inaugurated by French Premier Tirard.

· 18 April 2009 :  In 1949 the Republic of Ireland Act came into force with Ireland severing ties with Britain and leaving the Commonwealth.

· 21 April 2009 : the Tiananmen Square demonstrations began 20 years ago. The first of 100,000 Chinese students began pouring into Peking's Tiananmen Square to mark the funeral of former Communist Party head Hu Yaobang. The demonstration ended in a bloodbath June 4 when the Chinese army entered the square.

· 23 May 2009 : Bonnie and Clyde were killed 75 years ago. Infamous bank robbers Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow were shot dead by FBI agents in an ambush in Louisiana. During their four-year partnership, they killed at least 12 people as they robbed banks, petrol stations and dinners.

For more information on The Year Ahead visit : www.yearahead.co.uk. Contact : Robert Reeves at Robert.Reeves@profilegroup.co.uk. 

For ongoing opportunities visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com click opportunities.

· Reasons to write about

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Alqueva Dam, Alentejo, Portugal

Amieira Marina offers self drive motor cruisers on the 250 square kilometers of lake created by the Alqueva Dam on the Guadiana River, part of the border between Spain and Portugal.The largest inland waterway in Europe is area of calm, fresh and warm water is an attraction for sailors of motor and sail craft, windsurfers, fishermen and wildlife observers. 

Several historic villages are approached from the water and supply the necessary shops, bars and also local restaurants where one can enjoy the robust flavours of the Alentejo cuisine and the fine wines of the many growers in the area. 

The motor cruisers, which require no previous experience and no license, come in 7 sizes sleeping between 2 and 10 persons in double bedded cabins.

Visit : www.ehstravel.co.uk and www.destination-portugal,co,uk. Contact : John Perriss at   jrp@destination-portugal.co.uk.

The Maldives

The Maldives archipelago has been nominated for the New 7 Wonders of Nature campaign, in which seven natural wonders are chosen by people through a global poll to be declared in the year 2011.

The Maldives is an island nation consisting of a group of atolls stretching south-west of Sri Lanka in the Indian Ocean. The twenty-six atolls of Maldives encompass a territory featuring 1,192 islets, of which two hundred and fifty islands are inhabited.

The campaign is being organized by the Swiss based New7Wonders Foundation after their success in organizing the New Seven Wonders of the World in 2007. In total 261 qualified national and multinational nominees are now competing to make it to the top 77.

Visit : www.visitmaldives.com or www.new7wonders.com. Contact : Maleeh on +960 332 3228 or at maleeh@visitmaldives.com.

Bhutan

Bailey Robinson, the designer of authentic bespoke journeys worldwide, can organise a 'happy' holiday to Bhutan where travellers can leave behind the weight of the world for a week, or longer, and explore the meaning of true life. 

Bhutan is a Buddhist country and its location nestled high in the Himalayas has meant relative isolation from the rest of the world, cultivating a culture that is rich in traditions, religion and a benevolent monarchy. 

Visitors will find dramatic landscapes and tiny villages, picturesque trekking trails and snow capped mountains, and many inspiring people along the way such as local farmers, enchanting monks and smiling children.

Visit : www.baileyrobinson.com. Contact : Jovanka Ristich on +44 (0) 1628 623003 or at jovanka@independentpr.co.uk.
The Dutch Caribbean island of Bonaire

The island of Bonaire, one of five island areas in Dutch Caribbean, attracts scuba divers,

Snorkelers and wind surfers.

The tourism infrastructure is contemporary and based on time-share resorts. There are a few small bed and breakfasts. Most resorts have an on-site dive shop. The rest are affiliated with a dive operation.

Visit : www.tourismbonaire.com. Contact : Patricia Adams at patricia@adams-pr.com.

My Capital Gardens

A new website MyCapitalGardensUSA.co.uk highlights the best ‘secret’ and historic gardens on the US eastern seaboard.

The site features the national parks, botanical gardens, wineries and farmers’ markets in Virginia, Maryland and Washington DC.

The Capital Region USA is a tourism marketing organisation representing the three states which combines the big city excitement of Washington, DC with spectacular outdoor scenery, National Parks, historical sites and gardens, wineries and culinary delights, world class shopping, small town treasures and lots of opportunities for family fun.  

It also takes in the stunning fall foliage of the Blue Ridge Mountains and the sunny shores of the Atlantic Ocean.
Visit : www.MyCapitalRegionUSA.co.uk. Contact : Kylie Whitfield at kylie.whitfield@kbc-pr.com. 
The Falkland Islands
The Falkland Islands is celebrating all things Darwin during 2009.

It is 200 years since the birth of one of the most influential scientists and researchers, 150 years since the publication of his famous book ‘The Origin of Species’, and the release later this year of ‘Creation’ – a movie based on Darwin’s life.

Darwin on East Falkland is named after the naturalist, and where Darwin spent much of his time while in the Falklands. Its waterfront setting makes it a location for watching wildlife such as night herons, ruddy-headed and upland geese, and blackish oystercatchers. 

With over 770 islands in the Falklands archipelago, there’s abundant marine and birdlife; elephants seals, sea lions, rare birds of prey, black browed albatross and five different breeds of around 770,000 penguins live on the islands.

The best time to visit the Islands and experience the local culture and wildlife is October to April. The average summer temperature (December to March) is 15º Celsius (59º Fahrenheit) and the Falklands has more sunshine hours than the UK.

There are over 40 international tour operators offering tailor-made packages and escorted tours to the Falkland Islands. 

Visit www.falklandislands.com and www.falklands.gov.fk. Contact : Katie Liddell at katie@keenepa.co.uk. 

· A place to stay

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Cape Grace, Cape Town

The 5-star Cape Grace Waterfront hotel reopened late 2008 after a six month “refashioning” .

Cape Town is one of the most popular and financially attractive tourist destinations, combining natural beauty, fine weather and world class facilities. 

Cape Town can be reached direct from Europe and America.

Visit : www.tourismcapetown.co.za and www.capegrace.com. Contact : Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com.

Lea Hall, Derbyshire, UK 

Lea Hall is the latest addition to the Derbyshire Country Houses portfolio.

Derbyshire is a county in the East Midlands of England. A substantial portion of the Peak District National Park lies within Derbyshir and the northern part of Derbyshire overlaps with the Pennines, a famous chain of hills and mountains. 

Visit : www.derbyshirecountryhouses.com. Contact : Simon Turton on 07976 826004 or at simon@operapr.com.

Coastline villas

Coastline runs a portfolio of villas in Ibiza, Mallorca and Corsica for groups of friends and family to share. Visit : visit www.coastline.co.uk. Contact : Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com
The Fitzwilliam Hotel, Belfast, Northern Ireland
The 5 star Fitzwilliam Hotel Belfast will open mid-March on Great Victoria Street in the heart of Belfast city.

The hotel is a member of the Hotel Partners, Ireland’s leading specialist hotel management company which also includes the Park Plaza Belfast, Park Plaza Tyrrelstown and Trim Castle Hotel.
 
Visit : www.fitzwilliamhotelbelfast.com. Contact : Ruma Davda at rd@profileplus.co.uk. 
Cap Juluca, Anguilla

Cap Juluca, Anguilla, has re-opened after a $22 million renovation during the annual off-season closing.  Anguilla is a small flat island in the northern Caribbean. It is known for its expansive coral reefs, private bays, turquoise blue ocean, breathtaking large white sand beaches and varied Caribbean cuisine. 

Visit : www.capjuluca.com. Contact : Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com.

Marrakesh, Morocco

Ezzahra, the luxury private house in Marrakech, is now offering its guests a unique insight into the emerging Moroccan art scene, with art evenings at the Lawrence-Arnott Gallery.
Ezzahra, which is in the Palmeraie, houses an extensive collection of art by Moroccan artists, including rare 1960s pieces by Mohamed Hamri and Mohamed M'rabet. The evenings will be hosted by gallery owner Phillip Arnott at his gallery in Marrakech.  
Ezzahra sleeps up to 14 guests in the main house and a further two guests in the Owner’s Pavilion, just 50 metres from the main house.  

Visit www.ezzahra-morocco.com. Contact : Tiggy Dean at tiggy@hillanddeanpr.com. 
Hyatt Hotels & Resorts :Hyatt Pure

Hyatt Pure, the spa brand from Hyatt Hotels & Resorts has been introduced into the following hotels :

· Yuan Spa – Hyatt on the Bund, Shanghai (www.shanghai.bund.hyatt.com) 

· Riraku Spa at Hyatt Regency Kyoto, Japan (www.kyoto.regency.hyatt.com) 

· The Barai at Hyatt Regency Hua Hin, Thailand (www.hauhin.regency.hyatt.com) 

· Kriya Spa at The Grand Hyatt Bali (www.bali.grand.hyatt.com)

· Le Spa – Park Hyatt Paris – Vendôme (www.paris.vendome.hyatt.com) 

· The Spa at Park Hyatt Istanbul – Maçka Palas (www.istanbul.park.hyatt.com) 

· Grand Hyatt Moscow Residences and Spa – Opening 2009 (www.moscow.residences.hyatt.com) 

· Blue Marble Spa at Hyatt Regency Mission Bay and Marina, San Diego (www.missionbay.hyatt.com) 

Visit : www.hyatt.com. Contact : Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com. 

The Heartland Hotel, Portland Oregon

The Heathman Hotel's Volunteer Vacation Package allows guests to add a ‘voluntourism’ element that helps to preserve Forest Park, the 5,150-acre urban wilderness located nearby.

Guests join the Forest Park Conservancy for one of its weekly work parties (typically two to three hours in length), spending time maintaining trails, removing invasive species and/or planting trees. 

Visit www.portland.heathmanhotel.com. Contact : Angie Galimanis at angie@lanepr.com. 

Lakeland Camping Barns, UK

The 12 Lakeland Camping Barns, a watertight alternative to sleeping under canvas, are previous stables, corn stores or a cattle byres, now converted to provide simple, roomy self-catering accommodation.
 

Owned and run by farmers, each has a character of its own but in common they all have sleeping, cooking/eating and washing areas and are in stunning locations with walks from the doorstep. 

Most of barns lie within the scenic Lakeland National Park. Some are on either the Coast-to-Coast or Cumbria Way national long-distance paths while others are close to the Cumbria Cycleway. 

Visit www.lakelandcampingbarns.co.uk. Contact Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com.

· Working with the Alliance 

The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

Bath Tourism Plus

Bath Tourism Plus is the destination marketing organisation for the city of Bath, England.  The company carries out marketing and PR activity, runs a membership scheme for local tourism businesses, operates the busy Tourist Information Centre.

Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Weaver at lucy_weaver@bathtourism.co.uk.

Central Oregon Visitors Association


Central Oregon Visitors Association markets and promotes Central Oregon as a year-round visitor destination to improve the long-term economic vitality of the region.


Visit : www.visitcentraloregon.com.  Contact : Kristi Richter at kristi@visitcentraloregon.com. 

The Gettysburg Convention & Visitors Bureau
The Gettysburg Convention & Visitors Bureau, the official tourism promotion agency, markets Gettysburg and Adams County as a premier travel destination, producing a positive economic impact.

Visit : www.gettysburg.travel. Contact : Carl Whitehill at cwhitehill@gettysburg.travel. 



Seminole Tribe of Florida / Billie Swamp Safari


Learn about the unconquered Seminole Tribe of Florida at Billie Swamp Safari on the Big Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation in the Florida Everglades.  Swamp Buggy Eco-Tours & Airboat Rides depart daily through 2200 acres of untamed Everglades with abundant native & exotic wildlife.  Enjoy a Snake and Alligator Show, Swamp Critter Show, Swamp Water Café and shop for souvenirs and authentic Seminole arts and crafts.   A rustic camping village includes native-style chickees for overnight stays.  Experience the heart of the Florida Everglades like a native…at Billie Swamp Safari.

Visit : www.semtribe.com/safari. Contact : Cindy Malin at cmalin@semtribe.com.

Agencies

Dunira Strategy

PR and marketing consultants with focus on sustainable development and environmental management of tourism. Special interests in role of cultural and natural heritage in tourism, especially in protected areas and destinations emerging from conflict

Visit : www.dunira.com. Contact : Benjamin Carey at info@dunira.com

Milestones Marketing


Milestones is a specialist travel marketing agency promoting luxury safari lodges, camps and ground handlers to the international travel industry By combining our passion for Africa and a clear understanding of international travel markets we help safari companies to develop and manage imaginative, strategic and profitable marketing plans.
 

 


Clients include : Classic Safari Camps of Namibia; Ker & Downey, Botswana; Jaci's Lodges, South Africa; Ant Collection, South Africa; Chongwe River Camp, Zambia; Offbeat Safaris, Kenya; Campi ya Kanzi, Kenya; Manda Wilderness, Mozambique and Ibo Island Lodge
 

Visit : www.milestones-marketing.com. Contact : Mercedes Bailey at mercedes@milestones-marketing.com.

Nobull Communications
Nobull is a specialist travel PR agency with a comprehensive client portfolio including airlines, car rental, online retailers and hotel chains.

Visit : www.nobull-communications.co.uk. Contact : Kally Carder at kally@nobull-communications.co.uk
 

Oxygen Public Relations
Oxygen Public Relations is a news-oriented PR consultancy specialising in travel, tourism and leisure. Run by former journalist and broadcaster Peter Lilley who offers 20 years' first-hand experience of the media, Oxygen prides itself in producing quality information and comment on behalf of its clients and speedy responses to all press enquiries.

Visit : www.oxygenpr.co.uk. Contact : Peter Lilley at info@oxygenpr.co.uk.  


Travel products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

The Year Ahead
The Year Ahead is a comprehensive forward planning resource containing information on over 17000 
worldwide forthcoming events. 
Relied on for over 15 years, this vital business tool allows users to maximise PR and marketing teams 
to generate ideas and pinpoint target markets and identify a wealth of commercial opportunities. 
The Year Ahead previews events, launches, campaigns and opportunities across a wide range of 
categories and event types. 
Every lead in the Year Ahead is supplied with up-to-the-minute operational information (date, venue,

full contact details, event synopsis, website) as well as exclusive strategic information regarding the 
calibre, significance and impact of each event. 
Visit : www.yearahead.co.uk. Contact : Robert Reeves at Robert.Reeves@profilegroup.co.uk  or on 
0808 262 2009.
Press Gazette

Members of the International Travel Writers Alliance can get a 25% discount on a year’s subscription to Press Gazette magazine. 
The newly redesigned Press Gazette, working in tandem with www.pressgazette.co.uk, carries the features, critical analysis and columnists that provide everything journalists from every sector of the profession need to be entertained and informed about the industry they work in and above all, to become better journalists.
The web link for subscribing online is http://www.subscription.co.uk/pressgazette/itwa. This will take you to the special offer. The site is set up to take credit card payment only.
Magellan's
Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding.

The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful and appreciated products and provides travelers with :

· a single source of state-of-the-art, quality travel products 

· up-to-the-minute and well-researched information to meet the needs of all travelers, and 

· an exceptional customer experience 

Magellan’s will be pleased to offer its products for review purposes to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk

Girlstravelclub.co.uk is an online boutique specialising in natural, organic and stylish travel accessories for women travellers. In addition to travel gear and clothes, they also provide;
· natural travel remedies and insect repellents 

· packing lists and lots of tips for safe and healthy travel 

· their own range of recycled leather travel accessories 

· their own range of organic travel beauty products 

· responsibly sourced travel journals and stationery 

· Travelskills courses run in the heart of the Sussex countryside, providing bushcraft and survival knowledge for female travellers.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk will be delighted to offer products for review to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one, and are happy to give writers the opportunity to join them on one of their Travelskills survival courses.

 

Visit : www.girlstravelclub.co.uk. Contact Becci on 07766 016502 or at info@girlstravelclub.co.uk
Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

Anova Books

www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

 www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing

www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Kuperard Publishers
 
www.kuperard.co.uk. Caroline Eden at caroline@kuperard.co.uk
Lonely Planet

 

www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Morris Communications 

www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Rough Guides 

www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft

www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
The International Travel Writers Alliance
The Alliance
 
The Alliance provides information and support to over 7,200 professionals who travel to write, broadcast or create images.
 
You can see the caliber of Alliance members by visiting www.itwalliance.com and clicking on Members/member profiles. This section is updated weekly.

Alliance services in brief
 

Through the Alliance we can reach and influence professional travel writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters by :

· placing information and images on the Alliance website

· distributing travel information and story ideas to professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers through our bi-monthly bulletins

· producing Destination dossiers, which are detailed media briefings sent to members and used by partners and their agencies for press pack information

· emailing Alliance alerts to members 

· organising Destination networking events (linked to the destination dossiers)

· planning and managing individual and group press trips, and

· staging professional travel writer symposiums in key destinations
AllWays 

 
AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com) is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance.
 
The AllWays package 
AllWays will comprises :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue e-newsletters and updates for AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
· AllWays magazine : launches as phase two of the AllWays development, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility. 
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