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Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.  We do no pass on contact details of our members without their direct permission.

· News 

Payment protection claims – no win – no fee
Alliance member, Milton Firman, is also legal consultant to Swift-Claim, a company registered with the UK Ministry of Justice to pursue financial claims.
If members have paid and/or are paying payment protection insurance, Swift Claim will make a claim,  free of charge. for you against the company to have all payments reimbursed. 
If and when they succeed the will they charge 25% of the sum actually recovered. This no win no fee deal represents a saving of £295 which is the waived fee. 
Visit : www.swift-claim.co.uk. Contact : Milton Firman at milton@miltonfirman.co.uk

or on 0845 388 0938
· Alerts
Alliance alerts are ongoing offers to Alliance members.

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

· The Rocco Forte Collection is now the largest luxury hotel operator in Europe with 11 five-star properties.The Rocco Forte hotel group will be pleased to offer accommodation and support to Alliance members. Visit: www.roccofortecollection.com. Contact: Rebecca Holloway at rholloway@roccofortecollection.com

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.saillofts.co.uk. Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com. 

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635.

· MSC Cruises will be delighted to consider offering cruise trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.msccruises.com. Contact: Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton on 212.330.0702 or at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Sri Lanka Press Trip Invitations: Grand Green Island Tour or Luxury Grand Tour


18 to 25 April 2009

22 to 29 May 2009


Sri Lanka Tourism is organising two group press trips to highlight the diversity of the island from the golden sandy beaches of the west coast to the tea planations of hill country as well as its heritage and wildlife including seven UNESCO World Heritage sites and 14 national parks. 

Grand Green Island Tour

The first trip departs on the evening of Saturday 18 April returning on Sunday 26 April and will provide an opportunity to discover the natural diversity of the island and its wildlife. 

Despite being only the size of Ireland Sri Lanka is home to a huge variety of endemic plants, birds and wildlife including Asian Elephants and the highest density of leopards in the world. 

This visit encompasses a range of activities including rafting in the Sinharaja rainforest, trekking in the Horton Plains plus a visit to the famous Pinnewela Elephant Orphanage. 

Enjoy the waterfalls and part of the Ramayana trail in tea country as well as visiting the historic Dambulla Cave temples, the Sigiriya Rock Fortress, the historic town of Galle and former capital Polunnaruwa located in the cultural triangle.



Luxury Grand Tour

The second option is a Luxury Grand Tour departing on Friday 22 May and returning on Friday 29 May. Discover why Sri Lanka lives up to the reputation of luxury that has become synonomous with Indian Ocean destinations and is a popular choice for honeymoons. 

Sri Lanka offers a range of luxury accomodation from boutique hotels to tea plantation villas and is well known for its ayurvedic spas. 

The itinerary will also include visits to aselection of heritage sites as well as the Pinnewala Elephant Orphanage.

Contact : Greg Dawson at greg@representationplus.co.uk or on 020 8877 4504/3. 

The Ireland (AIDS - Breast Cancer) Walk or Ride

The Ireland (AIDS - Breast Cancer) Walk or Ride, has two press places, for one walker and one rider, for its fundraising trip from August 9 - 15, 2009. 

The Ireland Walk or Ride is a 7-day fundraising trip in Western Ireland. 

Participants will gather in Galway Ireland on Sunday August 9, 2009 and be transported to the base camp for the week, a 16th Century Castle. 

Writers with an assignment for an article related to adventure travel (cycling or walking), women's travel, cause related (HIV/AIDS or breast cancer) or outdoors will be given priority. 

If you write for a major publication (100,000 circulation or more) or are on assignment as a freelancer, you may be eligible for this trip. 

Writers with assignments will be given priority. 

Please provide clips or links to current articles / publications. Journalists will be considered based on the criteria of national exposure, circulation of publication, and Letter of Assignment.

Visit : www.rfac.org. Contact : Rob Webber at rwebber@rfac.org. 

· Leads
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Pennine Yorkshire 

Pennine Yorkshire is a new partnership promoting the rural areas of West Yorkshire, UK including the towns of Hebden Bridge, Haworth and Holmfirth – plus surrounding areas of Leeds and Wakefield. Visit : www.pennineyorkshire.com. Contact : Kiran Ryatt at Kiran@lucre.co.uk. 

Hidden Pond, Maine

Hidden Pond, the exclusive private and boutique resort located in the woods of Kennebunkport on the coast of Maine, opened in July 2008. It is set on 60 acres of balsam and birch groves in the woodlands of Kennebunkport just one mile from renowned Goose Rocks Beach.  Visit www.hiddenpondmaine.com. Contact : Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widness-co-pr.com.
Club Med Bali
Club Med Bali, on the South East Coast of the Indonesian island of Bali has reopened after am extensive renovation. Visit : www.clubmed.co.uk  Contact : Lois Kettlewell at Lois.Kettlewell@fourcommunications.com. 

Discover Cruises website
The Passenger Shipping Association has re-launched its Discover Cruises website, which is a one stop shop for both newcomers and experienced cruisers to find out everything they need to know about cruising from the destinations, the itineraries and the types of ships. Visit : www.discover-cruises.co.uk. Contact : Lois Kettlewell at Lois.Kettlewell@fourcommunications.com.

The 500th anniversary of Henry VIII’s accession

The Maritime Greenwich World Heritage Site, birthplace of Henry VIII, will be celebrating the 500th anniversary of the monarch’s accession to the throne with a series of events during June. A highlight will be the weekend of Tudor-themed festivities on Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 June at the Old Royal Naval College, the former site of Greenwich Palace, where Henry was born on 28 June 1491. Visit www.greenwichwhs.org.uk. Contact : Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com.

SunFest

SunFest, annually held at West Palm Beach the first weekend in May, is Florida's largest music, art and waterfront festival. It features performances by more than 60 national and regional musicians and the works of more than 165 artists. Dozens of live concerts grace the four stages during this event. Visit : and www.sunfest.com and  www.palmbeachfl.com. Contact : Lyndsey Thomas at lyndsey.thomas@circlesolution.com.

The Greenwich Beer & Jazz Festival, London 

The Greenwich Beer & Jazz Festival takes place on the lawns of King Charles Gardens at the Old Royal Naval College, Greenwich, London for five days and nights between 8-12 July. Visit : www.greenwichbeerandjazz.com. Contact : Goody Allsobrook at goody@pwrevents.com. 

Branson Airport, Missouri

The new Branson Airport, the USA's only privately developed and operated commercial airport, opens 11 May 2009 making access easier for those looking to enjoy the variety of entertainment and music shows that the town has to offer. Visit : www.flybranson.com. Contact : Lisa Cooper at lisa.cooper@cellet.co.uk.

The Waterloo Place Hotel, Edinburgh
The Apex Waterloo Place Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland has reopened 190 years after the building was unveiled as the city’s  first purpose built hotel. It will join Apex’s portfolio of contemporary four star hotels located in Edinburgh, London and Dundee. Visit : www.apexhotels.co.uk. contact : Katie de Courcy at katie.decourcy@bigpartnership.co.uk. 

The Carbonera Club, Cuba

The Carbonera Club beachfront resort, which op[ens in 2011, will offer world class golf and luxury Caribbean living. The Club will be located only 40 minutes from Havana and 15 minutes from the existing popular tourist destination of Varadero. Visit : www.esceniahotelsnadresorts.com. Contact : 

Hugo Campbell-Davys at hugocd@postillioncommunications.com.

The Reefs, Bermuda

The Reefs, which is recognized as on of the best hotels on the British overseas territory in the North Atlantic Ocean, will open its new La Serena Spa in June. Visit www.TheReefs.com. Contact : Priscilla Caldwell at priscilla@madiganpratt.com.

The Lake House at Chelan
The Lake House at Chelan is a luxury family-friendly resort located three hours east of Seattle, on Lake Chelan. It is near to award-winning wineries and golf courses. Visit : www.thelakehousechelan.com. Contact : Sarah Biggerstaff at sarahb@richmondpublicrelations.com.

The Verdi Festival, Italy

The Verdi Festival takes place in Teatro Regio di Parma between 1 and 29 October 2009. During this time the city stages concerts in theatres, opera-houses and other locations in Parma. Visit : www.teatroregioparma.org. Contact : Stefania Gatta at stefaniagatta@italiantouristboard.co.uk. 

London marketing campaign
London is to undertake a £2million international marketing campaign to boost overseas visitors to the capital. The campaign, funded by the London Development Agency, is called “Only in London” and will focus on the unique and exceptional experiences, sights and attractions that make London a popular destination. Visit : www.visitlondon.com. Contact : Helen Collier at economicdesk@london.gov.uk.

B’estfest, Romania

B’estfest, the biggest multi genre music festival in Romania, takes place in the Romexpo grounds in the capital city Bucharest between 1 and 5 July 2009. The confirmed line up includes : The Killers, Moby, Orbital, Franz Ferdinand, Santana, Motorhead, The Charlatans, Klaxons, Thievery Corporation and the Ting Tings. Visit : www.bestfest.ro. Contact : nikki@globalpublicity.co.uk. 
· The year ahead

Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on events and celebrations worldwide. Sponsored by The Year Ahead.

French Quarter Festival

17 to 19 April 2009

The festival celebrates classic jazz and blue music with performances at various venues in New Orleans, Louisiana, USA. Louisiana's largest free music event features a firework show on the banks of the Mississippi and masked Mardi Gras parades. Visit : www.fqfi.org. Contact : feedback@fqfi.org. 

World Sudoku Championships
24 to 27 April 2009

The championships in Zilina, the Slovak Republic involves competitors solving Sudoku puzzles through different media, including newspaper, internet and magazines. After around four hours of solving 35 puzzles apiece, the six best players advance to the final play-off. Broadcast live on website. Over 3000 contestants are expected to attend. Visit : www.worldpuzzle.org. Contact : office@worldpuzzle.org. 

Arabian Travel Market
5 to 8 May 2009

The Middle East's premier travel and tourism event takes place at the Dubai International Convention Centre, Dubai, United Arab Emirates. Visit : www.arabiantravelmarket.com. Contact : Gemma Price at recinfo@reedexpo.co.uk.

Etna Volcanic Experience
21 to 25 May 2009

A five-day trek, covering three sides of Mount Etna, Europe's highest volcano to raise funds for various charities. Visit : www.charitychallenge.com. Contact : Elizabeth Cook at specialevents@breastcancercampaign.org. 

UK National Camping & Caravanning Week 

23 to 29 May 2009

A celebration of the great outdoors throughout the UK. Visit : www.nccw.co.uk. Contact : Ruth Walmsley at ruth.walmsley@thefriendlyclub.co.uk.

Gumball 3000 Rally

May 2009

About 250 celebrities, supermodels and billionaires drive 3000 miles across three continents aiming to unite nations through a common passion for music, fashion, film and the motorcar. No prize fund for winning but all entrants receive a bronze statue of JJ McClure, the character played by Burt Reynolds in the film Cannonball Run. Around six global TV shows usually cover the event. Visit www.gumball3000.com. Cotact : Henry McDonald at hmcdonald@gumball3000.com.

Story Of London
1 to 30 June 2009

The Story of London is a festival celebrating London's past, present and future. The festival includes history, fashion, architecture, music, theatre, film and art events including school performances, museum open days and exhibitions and a re-enactment of London's history. Visit www.london.gov.uk/mayor/culture/storyoflondon.jsp. Contact : Ben McKnight at ben.mcknight@london.gov.uk. 

Sweden - Sveriges Nationaldag (National Day)
06 June 2009

This festival celebrates the founding of Sweden as a separate state through the coronation ceremony of Gustav Vasa on 6 June 1523 and the confirmation of the constitution law, establishing civil rights and liberties on 6 June 1809. Visit : www.visitsweden.com. Contact : Maria Johansson atr maria.johansson@visitsweden.com.

For more information on The Year Ahead visit : www.yearahead.co.uk. Contact : Robert Reeves at Robert.Reeves@profilegroup.co.uk. 

For ongoing opportunities visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com click opportunities.

· Reasons to write about

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Adirondack Park in Northern New York

The Adirondack Park in Northern New York, (the largest state park in the US after Alaska), is a six-million acre wilderness and among the US’s five largest carbon “sinks,” areas where CO2 is absorbed rather than emitted. 

The Park, named for the Adirondack Mountains that lie within its boundaries, offers some of the best opportunities in the United States for recreation and relaxation in a natural setting. The Adirondack Green Getaways offer opportunities for visitors to sample all that there is to see and do. 

Visit : www.nylovesu.co.uk. Contact : Lyndsey Thomas at Lyndsey.thomas@nyseurope.com.

Undiscovered India 

Travel the Unknown organises tours to remote North East India and Colombia

North East India is one of the places in the world that has remained virtually undiscovered.

Connected to mainland India by a 22km wide corridor, the region is one of the least populated in India and is made up of three states – remote Arunachal Pradesh at an altitude of 1,000 feet, tea-growing Assam, and Meghalaya, known as the wettest place on earth.

Through Travel the Unknown it is possible to : 

Drive high above the clouds and into the Himalayas with its spectacular scenery, snow-capped peaks, Buddhist temples, yaks and shimmering high altitude lakes.

Visit the largest Buddhist monastery outside Tibet, perching on a cliff-edge in the remote town of Tawong in the foothills of the Himalayas. The 6th Dalai Llama was born here and the monastery is home to 600 monks. 

Join an elephant-back safari at sunrise in search of the fabled Unicorn rhino in Kaziranga National Park, home to the world’s largest population of this endangered species. The park also has the densest tiger population in a protected area.

Meet the ancient and isolated tribes of Arunachal Pradesh and experience a homestay with a tribe in Kabu village, close to Along. Discover their way of life, the warmth and welcome of these remarkable people. 

Spend the night in a guesthouse located in the centre of a Buddhist monastery. Watch monks go for prayers and gaze at the amazing night sky.

Discover the ancient culture of the world’s largest river island, Majuli, before it disappears – the 400 square kilometre island in Assam was formed by the changing course of the Brahmaputra, which is shrinking due to erosion and could disappear in 20 years time. 

Visit Cherapunjee in Meghalaya, the wettest place on earth, which is characterised by spectacular year-round waterfalls, rivers and gorges created as a result of the extremely heavy rain season (from May to September).

See barking dear, buffalo and bears, golden jackals and gibbons,  leopards, rhino, tigers, slow loris, capped langurs….North East India is the habitat for an abundance of creatures and bird life,  including several rare species – you might be lucky enough to spot a blind Gangetic dolphin in the Brahmaputra river. Look out for the Great Indian Hornbuill, the Wood Duck, the King Vulture and the Crested Serpent Eagle.

Visit : www.traveltheunknown.com. Contact : Vanessa Aves at VanessaAvesPR@aol.com.

Horseriding in Tanzania, Argentina, Canada, Kenya and Botswana
Bailey Robinson arranges customised horse riding itineraries to Tanzania, Argentina, Canada, Kenya and Botswana. 

Tanzania

Ride a native African Boerperde on a new four-night guided safari introduced by Singita Game Reserves. Confident riders will experience exceptional horseback game viewing along the Serengeti's western corridor, a pristine wilderness area, the site of the wildebeests' thrilling annual migration. 

Argentina

Some of the country's best riding can be experienced in unspoilt Patagonia at the Estancia Huechahue near San Martin de los Andes, a working cattle ranch with 6,700 hectares to explore in the company of an Argentine gaucho. Guests also have the opportunity to help with cattle round ups or go on a pack trip with camping en route. This hospitable estancia offers eight rooms and hearty home cooked food, and is a great base for other activities such as trekking, bird watching, swimming, rafting and fishing. 

A riding alternative in northern Argentina is five-nights in the Ibera Marshlands on a trip specially designed for experienced riders who would enjoy galloping across Argentine Mesopotamia before rising to the challenge of crossing fast flowing rivers. This trip brings riders close to the "Gaucho Correntino" lifestyle. 

Canada

Riders confident in an English saddle will find a western saddle a completely different experience and, ideal locations in which to experience a cowboy ride is in either the wilderness of the Canadian Rockies or in the ancient rainforest of the Clayoquot Sound Reserve on Vancouver Island. 

Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge is located in the heart of Jasper National Park, the Canadian Rockies' largest park. It offers a choice of luxury cabins and rooms, golf, spa, fishing and riding, with the bonus of the spectacular Columbia icefields and Athabasca glacier located nearby. Alternatively, Clayoquot Wilderness Resort and Spa, a naturalist's paradise, offers riding, whale and bear watching, fishing and hiking. 

Kenya

Tristan Voorspuy from 'Offbeat Safaris' offers horseback safaris using well schooled thoroughbreds accustomed to travelling 30 miles a day through herds of game. On safari riders are accommodated in a luxury tented camp set up in a different location every two days and providing hot showers, comfortable beds, private toilets for each tent and delicious food. 

Trips culminate in a stay at Voorspuy's 1920's colonial mansion, Deloraine, one of the grandest examples of colonial architecture in the country, where swimming and leisurely rides, picnics and a visit to the flamingos at nearby Lake Nakuru, add charm to this location. 

Botswana

Base is a rustic tented camp on the Okavango Delta's western side with groups of up to eight guests riding for four to six hours a day on bush-wise horses. Rides are varied - quietly stalking big game; galloping alongside giraffe, zebra and wildebeest; cantering through shallow floodplains prior to a champagne breakfast. The camp also offers the opportunity for a leisurely swim before settling down for sundowners and a three course candlelit dinner. 

Visit : www.baileyrobinson.com. Contact : jovanka ristich at jovanka@independent-pr.co.uk.

The Wayfarers

The Wayfarers, named one of the Best Outfitters on Earth by National Geographic, marks its 26th season with 39 diverse walks and includes itineraries in South Africa, New Zealand, England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland, Croatia, Czech Republic, Slovenia, Austria, France, Italy, Spain, Switzerland and the United States. 

Walks range from 5-12 days and rated easy to challenging, cover distances of 4 to 15 miles per day.   

The Wayfarers’ itineraries provide exclusive entry into homes and gardens otherwise closed to the public and meetings with local residents. 

The Wayfarers is also a member of Trusted Adventures (www.trustedadventures.com), a consortium of award-winning travel companies matching active individuals, families and groups on nature and culture adventures throughout the Americas, Europe, Asia, Australia and Africa.  

Visit : www.thewayfarers.com. Contact : Meryl Pearlstein at meryl@mdppublicity.com.

The Stratford Butterfly Farm, Stratford-upon-Avon

The Stratford Butterfly Farm, Stratford-upon-Avon, UK is appealing for people to help halt the decline of these beautiful insects.  Creating a butterfly-friendly garden is one of the simplest ways in which people can make a difference and is both exciting and rewarding. 

Butterflies are attracted to certain colours and tend to prefer purple, pink and yellow coloured blossoms. 

Clusters of short, tubular flowers or flat topped blossoms provide the ideal shapes for butterflies to easily land on and feed. 

The nectar of single flowers is more accessible and easier for butterflies to extract that the nectar of double flowers which have many more petals. As well as using vision, butterflies also locate their favourite food sources by sense of smell. 

Planting aromatic plants such as rosemary, mint, chives, fennel, tarragon, basil and thyme is a good way of attracting them into a garden.

Visit : www.butterflyfarm.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.

Cycle San Francisco

San Francisco provides the perfect uphill battle for cycle enthusiasts or there is the chance to enjoy and easy pedal along the Golden Gate Bridge or through the Panhandle.

With its scenery, flat areas and mild grades, this city of 47 square miles offers a variety of challenging courses for the beginner or advanced rider.  

The San Francisco Bicycle Coalition offers a bicycle map with bike routes and hill grades (www.sfbike.org). San Francisco neighborhoods that are especially bike friendly include: 

On any route, cyclists can take the city’s colorful neighborhoods (www.onlyinsanfrancisco.com/neighborhoods).  

· Golden Gate Park is off limits to cars on Sundays on John F. Kennedy Dr., allowing for 7.5 miles of cycling.  Some points of interest include the Japanese Tea Garden, the deYoung Museum, California Academy of Sciences, the Dutch Windmill and Stow Lake.

· The Golden Gate Bridge is more than a mile and half across.  When the winds are brisk, the ride can be quite a workout. Monday through Friday, the east walkway is open to cyclists and on weekends, it's the west walkway. The Golden Gate Bridge also links to the waterfront Bay Trail of Crissy Field and the Marina District, a four-mile, flat stretch of bike path set aside just for bicycles.

· To ride to the Marin Headlands, ride across the Golden Gate Bridge and take Alexander Ave., under Highway 101 into the Marin Headlands. The uphill climb may be tough on the legs, but the spectacular view of the city, bay and Pacific Ocean will make the trek worthwhile. The one-way distance from the Vista Point parking lot on the San Francisco side of the bridge to Sausalito is about 3.5 miles.

· The Marina District, in the northern part of the city, offers several residential, art deco buildings, the Palace of Fine Arts and the Exploratorium; the sidewalk in Aquatic Park offers a flat area for beginning riders. Keep biking west of the Palace of Fine Arts and you will find the 1,400-acre Presidio, newly converted from army base to national park. Several roads go through the Presidio's greenery, which offers a park-like atmosphere with large, thickly wooded areas. While riding along Lincoln Blvd. in the Presidio, check out the great views of the Golden Gate Bridge and Marin Headlands.

· With its three bicycle lanes, the flat three-mile sidewalk along Ocean Beach (Great Highway) provides a good workout and can be incorporated into a longer tour of the Sunset District. Ride south on the Great Highway for two miles past the San Francisco Zoo to Sloat Blvd. and turn right onto Lake Merced Blvd., then ride the five miles around the lake and nearby golf courses.

· For touring the bustling Financial District, weekends are best (when traffic is light). 

· Along Fisherman's Wharf on the northern edge of the city, riders can pass by seafood stalls and retail complexes, then continue west towards Aquatic Park, with Hyde St. Pier and its antique boats. Be warned, though, that crowded conditions on weekends may force cyclists to get off their bikes and mingle with the pedestrians. Be sure to cross cable car tracks at a right angle. 

Several bike rental and tour companies offer bicycle rentals around San Francisco.

Visit : www.onlyinsanfrancisco.com. Contact : Tanya Houseman at thouseman@sanfrancisco.travel.

Ethiopia
Tailormade Explore runs tours through Ethiopia’s ancient kingdom to Axum including visiting the bath of the Queen of Sheba, underground tombs and the church where legend says the Ark of the Covenant is kept.  

There’s also the chance to see Lalibela, a World Heritage Site of rock hewn churches, surrounded by valley vistas and rustic landscapes.  

The tour also stops at Gondar’s17th century castles, beautiful Lake Tana and the impressive Blue Nile Falls. Visit www.tailormadeexplore.co.uk. Contact : Julia Farish at J.Farish@travelpr.co.uk.

Kansas City’s Jazz

Kansas City’s Jazz history is as colourful as its music. Jazz may have been born in New Orleans - it grew up in Kansas City! 

During the 1930’s prohibition, political boss Tom Prendergast was the only Mayor in the country that allowed alcohol to flow in his city. Jazz Musicians from around the country flocked to the 18th & Vine neighbourhood to entertain the public and Kansas City Jazz grew! 

Throughout the depression it was the Kansas City bands that flourished where others failed, and with 100 night clubs and dance halls legends like Count Basie, Joe Turner, Hot Lips Page and local boy Charlie Parker all made their names. 

It was also in Kansas City jazz that the jam session was born! After performances, musicians would get together to exchange ideas and experiment with new methods of playing. Moving away from the big band style they developed the hard hitting Bluesy improvisation style that we know as Be-Bop. 

The American Jazz museum celebrates this history and each year Kansas City hosts the Rhythm & Ribs, Jazz Festival. 

This year’s Kansas City’s Jazz runs on 19 and 20 June 2009 in the 18th & Vine district.

Visit : www.kcrhythmandribs.com. Contact : Lisa Cooper at lisa.cooper@cellet.co.uk. 

· A place to stay

Shangri-La Hotel, Tokyo
The Shangri-La Hotel, Tokyo has opened on the top 11 floors of the Marunouchi Trust Tower Main, a 37-floor, mixed-use building adjacent to Tokyo Station. It has views of Marunouchi and Tokyo Bay.  
Shangri-La hotels are five-star deluxe properties located in Australia, mainland China, Fiji, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Sultanate of Oman, Taiwan, Thailand and the United Arab Emirates.  
The group has over 50 projects under development in Austria, Canada, mainland China, France, India, Japan, Macau, Maldives, Philippines, Qatar, Seychelles, Thailand, United Kingdom and the US.  
Visit : www.shangri-la.com. Contact : Kate Jones at kate.jones@shangri-la.com.

Hyatt Regency Dushanbe, Tajikistan

Hyatt Hotels & Resorts has opened the Hyatt Regency Dushanbe, its first hotel in Tajikistan and the only hotel in the city from an international brand.

Dushanbe, a European-style city, is located in the Hisor Valley, and is the financial, political, administrative and cultural capital of Tajikistan. 

All of the country’s major government offices and embassies are located in Dushanbe. 

Cultural attractions of note in Dushanbe are the Gurminj Museum, featuring traditional Tajik music instruments; the Museum of Musical Culture; the Tajik Museum of National Antiquity; the Behzod National Museum, highlighting Tajik history and culture; and the Tursun Zade Museum, built to honor the life of Tajik poet Mirzo Tursun Zade. 

The Hissar Fortress, one of the most significant historical sites of Tajikistan, located approximately 9 miles (15 km) west of Dushanbe, showcases the power, trade and culture of the ancient Tajik nation. 

Measuring 984 ft (300 m), the world’s tallest dam is located on the Vakhsh River, approximately an hour drive southeast of Dushanbe. 

The hotel is located in the city centre on the main Ismoili Somoni Avenue by the grounds of the City Park. It is also adjacent to Lake Komsomol, near the Ismaili Centre -Jamatkhana and the new Presidential Palace. It is a 15-minute drive from Dushanbe International Airport. 

Visit : www.dushanbe.regency.hyatt.com. Contact : Chloe Watson at Chloe@grifcopr.com.

Ten Rivers & Ten Lakes and Epox Hotels 

Ten Rivers & Ten Lakes is a hotels association with 31 members in Argentina and about 100 in Brazil has joined forces with Epoch Hotels on a booking arrangement. 

Ten Rivers & Ten Lakes offers resorts in Patagonia, Buenos Aires, Rio de Janeiro, San Pablo, Bahia, and the best of the countryside in Argentina and Brazil. 

Epoque Hotels is a collection of more than 350 avant-garde, trendy-chic and luxury-classic boutique hotels in over 100 destinations worldwide. Established in 2002 and headquartered in Miami, Florida the company also has sales offices in Italy, The United Kingdom, Spain and China.

Visit www.tenriverstenlakes.com and www.epoquehotels.com. Contact : press@epoquehotels.com. 

The Torridon, Scotland

The Torridon, a grand turreted shooting lodge set in 58 acres of parkland, has been voted Activity Hotel of the Year (for the third year running) in the Scottish Hotel of the Year Awards 2009.

The Torridon, located 75 minutes’ drive north from Inverness in one of Scotland’s premier areas for outdoor activities, offers guests the chance to tackle sea kayaking, gorge walking and abseiling, hill climbing, orienteering and clay pigeon shooting.

 

Further information at www.thetorridon.com. Caroline Keith at caroline@thekeithconsultancy.co.uk. 
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.
· Working with the Alliance 

The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

andBEYOND

andBEYOND, formerly CC Africa, owns and operates 46 luxury lodges and camps in South Africa, Namibia, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Tanzania, Kenya and India. Many of their lodges and camps are regular recipients of prestigious international travel awards. The company was established more than 18 years ago and its commitment to outstanding local hospitality, sustainable responsible travel and community empowerment is world renowned. Please 

Visit : www.andbeyond.com. Contact : Tarryn Davidson at tarryn.davidson@andbeyond.com. 

Penton Overseas
Penton Overseas is a 25 year old company that has created numerous best selling language learning titles. Visit : www.pentonoverseas.com. Contact : Thomas McGrew at trm@pentonoverseas.com. 

The Isles of Scilly
Just 28 miles off Lands End,in the southwest of Britain are the five inhabited islands of the Isles of Scilly and their uninhabited islands and rocks. A small, archipelago, close to the mainland, these beautiful islands, each intriguingly different, exude a peace and natural tranquillity. There is plenty to see and do on Scilly, whether it's a family holiday, a romantic break, a special occasion such as a wedding or civil partnership, or the chance to relax and recharge.

Visit : www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk

Lanzarote Tourist Board
Lanzarote in the Atlantic Ocean is a Spanish island and the easternmost of the Canary Islands. With the smaller islands of Alegranza, La Graciosa and Monta Clara, it is 125 kilometers off the coast of Africa and 1,000 km from the Iberian Peninsula. Lanzarote is known for white sand beaches and clear waters and its dramatic volcanic landscape. The year round warm climate and moderated winds allow for a wide variety of water based sports and activities. 

Visit : www.turismolanzarote.com. Contact : Hector Fernendez at hfernandez@cabildodelanzarote.com. 

Lloret de Mar
Lloret de Mar is a coastal town in Catalonia on the Mediterranean. It is adjacent to Blanes and Tossa de Mar and is 75 kilometres from Barcelona. With a population of 29.445 (as of 2005) it is the second largest town in the Selva comarca (county) of Catalonia.

For decades it has attracted summer visitors, mainly from northern Europe and it is now the most important resort in the Costa Brava. In addition to five main beaches and seven km of coastline, there is a medieval fort on the outskirts of the town (Lloret was founded in 1001 AD).

Visit : www.lloretdemar.org. Contact : Anna Ariera at ariera@lloret.org. 

Ministry of Tourism of Québec
The ministry of Tourism of Québec is responsible for the promotion of Québec as a tourist destination. It has various offices in the United States, Canada, France and UK, and press relations are a very important aspect of its promotional activities.

Visit : www.bonjourquebec.com. Contact : Roselyne Hébert at roselyne.hebert@tourisme.gouv.qc.ca. 

The National Tourist Office Luxembourg
The National Tourist Office Luxembourg is a national organization, which promotes the touristical infrastructure of the Grand-Duchy of Luxembourg and provides professional institutions with tourist information of the country.

Visit : www.visitluxembourg.lu. Contact : M. Conter Jean-Claude at jeanclaude.conter@ont.lu. 

National Tourism Organisation of Montenegro
The National Tourism Organisation of Montenegro - NTO of Montenegro determines, organizes and carries out the tourism informational and promotional activities of the state both in the country and abroad and creates the annual program for informational and promotional activities of the state; co-ordinates and unites the informational and promotional activities of all tourism subjects and collaborates with tourist organisations in the country and abroad; opens tourist offices abroad etc.

Visit : www.visit-montenegro.org, www.visit-montenegro.cg.yu. Contact : Danica Ceranic at tourism@cg.yu. 

Agencies

LRC

LRC offers cost-per-project professional writing services, pre-priced press material packages, annual contracts which may include additional media relations services. 

The company creates content for websites, travel guides, brochures, itineraries, e-marketing pieces, and more.  To round it all out, LRC partners with the Georgia Turner Group to conduct press trips, bringing select, qualified travel writers to experience your community and in turn, write travel articles placed in various mediums. So whether it’s a short-term project or a complete media plan,  LRC have something for you.

Visit : www.LRCpr.com. Contact : Laurie Rowe at LaurieRowe@LRCpr.com

Mountainsports
Mountainsports is a specialist agency with clients ranging from mountain resorts to mountain and travel products, clothing and accessories. Visit : www.spikecommunications.co.uk. Contact : Katy Turner at katy@spikecommunications.co.uk. 

The Tartan Group

The Tartan Group is a leading PR firm, which specializes in travel, tourism, real estate and resort development. With offices in Victoria, Vancouver and affiliates across North America we create and build reputations so that companies and people may be successful. We use the full integration of media relations, communications planning, issues management, reputation management and community relations to enhance our client’s business development and goals.

Visit : www.tartangroup.ca. Contact : Andrea Wickham-Foxwell at andrea@tartangroup.ca
Finnesse Communications
Finnesse Communications provides premiere marketing and public relations services to the culture, art, lifestyle, travel, tourism and hospitality industries. 

Visit : www.finnesse.com.au. Contact : Satu Raunola at satu.raunola@finnesse.com.au

FirstLink Tourism
FirstLink Tourism is a specialist representation, marketing and PR division of Aviareps PLC. FirstLink Tourism offers a range of services for Tourism Offices, Resorts and Destination Management Companies and Visitor and Convention Bureaux. Parent company, Aviareps PLC is the UK's leading General Sales Agency. It was founded in London in 1983. It is based in Gatwick, UK and has offices throughout Europe.

Visit : www.firstlinktourism.com. Contact : Jemima Stiles at jemima.stiles@firstlinktourism.com.

First Public Relations
Founded in 1985, First Public Relations has developed an enviable reputation as the one-stop-shop for the travel industry and the only specialist consultancy to offer fully integrated marketing and public relations programmes for destinations, hotel groups, airlines and tour operators in the UK, Europe, America and Asia.

Visit : : www.firstpr.co.uk. Contact : Lynda Daboh at lynda@firstpr.co.uk. 

Fleishman-Hillard (FH) Travel & Tourism
FH Travel, Leisure& Tourism is the dedicated travel PR division of the large global communications agency Fleishman-Hillard. Launched in 2006 with a specialist team of six, the division's experience encompasses a wide range of tourism, travel and leisure-related companies.

Fleishman-Hillard's travel clients include:

· The EX Group (Kiwi / Feejee Experience)

· Universal Orlando Resort, Florida

· St Petersburg / Clearwater (Pinellas County, Florida)

· Tourism Development Company of Trinidad & Tobago(tourist board)

· SITE (Societyof Incentive & Travel Executives)

· Ponte Bicuda Resort (Cape Verde Islands)

Visit : www.fleishman-hillard.co.uk. Contact : Jo Geneen at geneenj@fleishman.com.

Travel products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Press Gazette

Members of the International Travel Writers Alliance can get a 25% discount on a year’s subscription to Press Gazette magazine. 
The newly redesigned Press Gazette, working in tandem with www.pressgazette.co.uk, carries the features, critical analysis and columnists that provide everything journalists from every sector of the profession need to be entertained and informed about the industry they work in and above all, to become better journalists.
The web link for subscribing online is http://www.subscription.co.uk/pressgazette/itwa. This will take you to the special offer. The site is set up to take credit card payment only.
Magellan's
Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding.

The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful and appreciated products and provides travelers with :

· a single source of state-of-the-art, quality travel products 

· up-to-the-minute and well-researched information to meet the needs of all travelers, and 

· an exceptional customer experience 

Magellan’s will be pleased to offer its products for review purposes to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk

Girlstravelclub.co.uk is an online boutique specialising in natural, organic and stylish travel accessories for women travellers. In addition to travel gear and clothes, they also provide;
· natural travel remedies and insect repellents 

· packing lists and lots of tips for safe and healthy travel 

· their own range of recycled leather travel accessories 

· their own range of organic travel beauty products 

· responsibly sourced travel journals and stationery 

· Travelskills courses run in the heart of the Sussex countryside, providing bushcraft and survival knowledge for female travellers.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk will be delighted to offer products for review to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one, and are happy to give writers the opportunity to join them on one of their Travelskills survival courses.

 

Visit : www.girlstravelclub.co.uk. Contact Becci on 07766 016502 or at info@girlstravelclub.co.uk
Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

Anova Books

www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

 www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing

www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Kuperard Publishers
 
www.kuperard.co.uk. Caroline Eden at caroline@kuperard.co.uk
Lonely Planet

 

www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Morris Communications 

www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Rough Guides 

www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft

www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
The International Travel Writers Alliance
The Alliance
 
The Alliance provides information and support to over 7,200 professionals who travel to write, broadcast or create images.
 
You can see the caliber of Alliance members by visiting www.itwalliance.com and clicking on Members/member profiles. This section is updated weekly.

Alliance services in brief
 

Through the Alliance we can reach and influence professional travel writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters by :

· placing information and images on the Alliance website

· distributing travel information and story ideas to professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers through our bi-monthly bulletins

· producing Destination dossiers, which are detailed media briefings sent to members and used by partners and their agencies for press pack information

· emailing Alliance alerts to members 

· organising Destination networking events (linked to the destination dossiers)

· planning and managing individual and group press trips, and

· staging professional travel writer symposiums in key destinations
AllWays 

 
AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com) is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance.
 
The AllWays package 
AllWays will comprises :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue e-newsletters and updates for AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
· AllWays magazine : launches as phase two of the AllWays development, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility. 

PAGE  
1
[image: image1.png]Copyright © 2007 ITWA                                
 www.internationaltravelwriteralliance.com


[image: image2.png]<

The Intemationa
Travel Writers
Alliance



[image: image3.png]<

The Intemationa
Travel Writers
Alliance



_1254818068.bin

