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Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.  We do no pass on contact details of our members without their direct permission.

· News 

· Alerts
· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com. 

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635.

· MSC Cruises will be delighted to consider offering cruise trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.msccruises.com.  Contact: Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton on 212.330.0702 or at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities, the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains. Bike the Whites will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.bikethewhites.com. Contact: Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

· Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

French/English bi-lingual speaker

The Communication Group is looking for a professional copywriter or journalist - who speaks fluid English and French - for a regular translation service for one of its clients. 
The writer will be required to translate a French newsletter into English every six weeks that will then be mailed out to a UK consumer database. 
Fluidity and creativity in the translation are imperative. 
Contact Jessica Doherty on 0207 630 1411 or jdoherty@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.
The Presidential Villa of Labriz, Seychelles

The Presidential Villa is located on Silhouette Island, surrounded by majestic granite rocks and lush tropical vegetation.

Silhouette Island lies 20 km northwest of Mahé in the Seychelles. It is the third largest island in the Seychelles.

The Presidential Villa is five-star resort from Universal Resorts located on a 2 km long white beach with leaning palms.  

It is a members of the Small Luxury Hotels of the World.

Visit : www.luxuryholidaysdirect.com. For press trip enquiries contact : Sharon Good at  sharong@goodresults.co.uk.

Southern Africa, East Africa and the Indian Ocean Islands
Classic Representation provides marketing and public relations for a portfolio of travel destinations in Southern Africa, East Africa and the Indian Ocean Islands.

The company will be pleased to consider organising stays at its portfolio of properties

Le Quartier Français, Franschhoek, South Africa

Le Quartier Français (the French Quarter), is in the winelands village of Franschhoek and is one of South Africa’s best-known hotels. The privately owned auberge’s restaurant ‘The Tasting Room’ has been included, for the 5th consecutive year, in the S.Pellegrino World's 50 Best Restaurants. It has also been voted Best Restaurant in Africa and the Middle East title for the 3rd consecutive year. 

Visit : www.lequartier.co.za
Chiawa Camp, Lower Zambezi National Park, Zambia 

Chiawa recently won the Good Safari Guide’s annual ‘Best Guiding Team in Africa’ award. The camp is Chiawa has marked its 20th anniversary with an extensive refurbishment and upgrade of all luxury tents to Superior Tents. 

Visit : www.chiawa.com
Kalahari, Northern Cape, South Africa

Owned by the Oppenheimer family, Tswalu Kalahari is the largest private concession in Sub-Saharan Africa established on a 100,000 hectare private game reserve. Recently refurbished by Boyd Ferguson of leading South African decorators Cécile & Boyd’s, Tswalu Kalahari's exclusive-use Tarkuni lodge is now open after a refurbishment.

Visit : www.tswalu.com
Chobe River, Caprivi Strip, Namibia/ Botswana

There’s the chance to experience the thrill of an African safari from a private suite aboard a luxurious 45 meter riverboat on Namibia and Botswana’s great Chobe River. The Zambezi Queen, Africa’s newest luxury riverboat safari, is due to launch in September this year.

Visit : www.classic-representation.com. Contact : Saskia Brown at saskia@classicretreats.com
Great Smoky Mountains, North Carolina

WatershedCabins.com is inviting Alliance members to experience their luxury lodging accommodations located in the Great Smoky Mountains in Bryson City, North Carolina. 

The cabins are an easy drive from most major cities in the southeast USA. 

Watershed offers a wide variety of cabins ranging from the 1 bedroom Treehouse unit (units in a 4-plex building, each with private deck and hot tub) to a 5-bedroom lodge that will sleep 15 or more people. 

The breathtaking, rugged mountain environment is more mountainous than the north Georgia mountains, and considered an unspoiled beauty compared to the more developed areas of a Gatlinburg/Pigeon Forge, TN type. 

A wonderful destination for a wide variety of activities including whitewater rafting on the Nantahala River (an excellent beginner-level river), hiking on the Appalachian Trail and other area trails, water sports on Fontana Lake, excellent fly fishing, trout, and family activities like a trip to the Biltmore Estate in Asheville (only 1 hour away) or a ride on the Great Smoky Mountains Railroad. 

The 75th anniversary celebration of Great Smoky Mountains National Park is also under way as of March 2009. With more than 8 million annual visitors, it is the country's most popular national park and a long time favorite for SouthEast travelers. 

Watershed is inviting professional travel or lifestyle writers on assignment to experience the cabins, their surroundings, mountain adventures and upon advanced notice/request, a guided tour of several cabins and the surrounding area.

Visit www.WatershedCabins.com. Contact : Valerie Failla Mosley at valerie@360media.net. (Please put Watershed Media Visit in subject box).

Press trip to Georgia, Europe

The Department of Tourism and Resorts of Georgia is running a press trip from 12 to 17 July (prov) to discover the potential of Georgia as a leading eco and cultural heritage destination in Europe.

The trip will take in the western part of Georgia, discovering its rich historic culture, the oldest wine growing traditions in the world (Georgia was the birthplace of wine!), the stunning nature of the High Caucasus and the huge potential for eco-tourism in Tusheti National Park.

The trip will also include visits to the wine growing region of Kakheti, the beautifully restored historic city of Signaghi and an opportunity to explore the both the ancient capital of Mtskheta and of course Tbilisi. 

The Department of Tourism and Resorts will cover the costs of this trip including flights, accommodation and food. 

Visit : www.georgia.travel.  Contact Gavin Bell on gavin@fundatia-adept.org.

Hilton Sandestin Beach Golf Resort & Spa, Northwest Florida

Travel media are invited to join the Hilton Sandestin Beach Golf Resort & Spa, Northwest Florida in celebrating its 25th anniversary at the Something Special Press from Thursday, May 28 through Sunday, May 31, 2009. 

Located directly on the sugar-white sands and emerald-green waters of Northwest Florida's Gulf Coast, the 600-room Hilton Sandestin Beach Golf Resort & Spa offers travelers the perfect place to unwind. As a part of the press trip, you'll enjoy some of the world's best beaches, the area's finest regional cuisine, a renowned spa, championship golf and recreational activities galore. 

The resort will also consider requests for individual press trips at other times.

Press trip details

For qualified media, the Hilton Sandestin Beach will provide a travel stipend for air transportation ($200) or ground transportation ($100) upon arrival to the resort hotel, ground transportation to and from the airport for those travelling by air, accommodations, scheduled meals and two activities (including golf, spa, water sports and more). 

Journalist requirements

Space is reserved for a maximum of 5 journalists on assignment; spouses, partners, children or guests cannot be accommodated.

Writers must provide a letter of assignment and copies of clips or links to three recently published articles.

Visit : www.sandestinbeachhilton.com. Contact Lorraine Christen at lorraine@creative-wits.com. 

For ongoing opportunities visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com click opportunities.

· Leads
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Thirsty Ear Festival, New Mexico

The Thirsty Ear Festival (12 to 14 June) in Santa Fe is one of New Mexico's premier roots festival featuring folk, blues, bluegrass, zydeco, alt-country, Cajun, roots rock & world music artists on four stages all weekend long.  Visit : www.thirstyearfestival.com. Contact: Steve Lewis at steve.lewisnm@comcast.net.

· The year ahead

Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on events and celebrations worldwide. Sponsored by The Year Ahead.

Dublin Dance Festival, Ireland

8 to 23 May 2009 

The 5th annual Dublin Dance Festival showcases the best international contemporary dance through performances, workshops, masterclasses and seminars.

Visit : www.dublindancefestival.ie. Contact : Eleanor Creighton at eleanor.creighton@dublindancefestival.ie
Motogiro d'Italia, Italy
11 to 16 May 2009 to 16 May 2009 (

The annual Motogiro d'Italia at various venues throughout Italy is the country’s oldest vintage motorcycle race. Visit : www.motogiroditalia.com. Contact : info@motogiroditalia.com, 

Lufthansa Festival Of Baroque Music, London
14 to 23 May 2009 

The festival, one of the largest celebrations of baroque music of the 18th century, takes place in St John's, Smith Square & Westminster Abbey, London and features performances from international soloists and ensembles. Visit : www.lufthansafestival.org.uk. Contact : Lucy Bending at lufthansafestival@lucybendingmanagement.co.uk.

World Championship Barbecue Cooking Contest, Tennessee, USA
The 32nd World Championship Barbecue Cooking Contest in Memphis has over 230 teams competing for the title of World Champion and around $90k in prizes.

Visit : www.memphisinmay.org. Contact : Diane Hampton at dhampton@memphisinmay.org.

Preakness Stakes, Maryland, USA
16 May 2009 (annual, 134th)

The 134th annual Preakness Stakes at the Pimlico Racecourse, Baltimore, Maryland, USA is the 

second and shortest leg in the Triple Crown Of Thoroughbred Racing, which usually attracts the Kentucky Derby winner. Around 100,000 spectators attend.

Visit : www.preakness.com. Contact : info@marylandracing.com
Lesbisch-Schwules Stadtfest
20 and 21 June 2009

The 17th annual Lesbisch-Schwules Stadtfest at various venues, Berlin, Germany is a Lesbian and gay festival featuring programme of brash shows and a legendary open-air disco. Since 1993, the festival has heralded the beginning of Gay Pride week in Berlin, which itself culminates in the infamous Christopher Street Day parade.

Visit : www.regenbogenfonds.de. Contact : info@regenbogenfonds.de.

Midsommar Festival, Illinois, USA
23 to 28 June 2009

The 60th annual Midsommar Festival in Geneva, Illinois celebrates Swedish heritage and includes an arts and crafts show, carnival, live music and parade. It is the largest Swedish festival in America.

Visit : www.genevachamber.com. Contact : chamberinfo@genevachamber.com
Festival of Festivals, St Petersburg, Russian Federation
23 to 29 June 2009 

The 17th annual Festival of Festivals in St Petersburg is a non-competitive film festival taking place as part of the city's White Night celebrations. Over 100 films are screened.

Visit : www.filmfest.ru. Contact : Sergey Grigorov at info@filmfest.ru 

Palm Springs ShortFest, California, USA

23 to 29 June 2009 2009 

The 15th annual Palm Springs ShortFest in Palm Springs screens over 300 shorts from around 35 countries, along with 2000 films featured in the adjacent Film Market Place. Aimed at both industry visitors and consumers. It is the largest short film event in North America. 

Visit : www.psfilmfest.org. Contact : David Lee at david@psfilmfest.org.

Lumberjack World Championships, Wisconsin, USA
24 to 26 June 2009 

The 49th annual Lumberjack World Championships in Hayward features over 21 events, including men and women's logrolling, power-sawing, speed-climbing, axe-tossing and chopping. 

Visit : www.lumberjackworldchampionships.com. Contact : Diane McNamer at  dianemcnamer@hotmail.com.

JazzAscona New Orleans & Classics, Switzerland
25 June to 05 July 2009 

The 25th annual JazzAscona New Orleans & Classics in Ascona showcases classical jazz, blues and gospel music.

Visit :  www.jazzascona.com. Contact : Luca Martinelli at press@jazzascona.ch.

Zanzibar International Film Festival
27 June  to 04 July 2009 (annual, 12th)
The 12th annual Zanzibar International Film Festival at Stone Town, Zanzibar is dedicated to films and music. The festival screens over 150 films from Africa, Middle East, Europe, Latin America, USA and Asia. Theme is Enduring Links: Media, People and Environment. It is the largest multi disciplinary art and cultural festival in Africa. 

Visit : www.ziff.or.tz. Contact : Martin Mhando at martin.mhando@ziff.or.tz.

Rudyard Kipling Art Gallery, India 

June 2009
The Rudyard Kipling Art Gallery at the JJ School of Art, Mumbai, India which is the poets birthplace, reopens its doors as an art gallery, housing contemporary works dating from 1850. The original timber and stone cottage, built more than 100 years ago, also houses a collection of Kipling poems and a bust of the English poet.

Visit : www.sirjjarchitecture.org and www.india-tourism.com. Contact : Ranjit Sharma at info@indiatouristoffice.org. 

For more information on The Year Ahead visit : www.yearahead.co.uk. Contact : Robert Reeves at Robert.Reeves@profilegroup.co.uk. 

· Reasons to write about

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Iceland’s big five

Discover the World is offering a ‘big five’ natural wonders in Iceland - geysers, waterfalls, volcanoes, tectonic plates and glaciers 
 

One of the newest countries in the world, Iceland, is - geologically speaking - a recent addition to the landscape of the North Atlantic. 

It’s the meeting place for the Eurasian and North American tectonic plates and one of the few places in the world where two continents visibly meet. 

The Earth’s crust is so thin here that Iceland is home to a host of geothermal wonders - steaming geysers that spout from the ground high into the air, belching volcanoes that provide free fireworks with their frequent eruptions and cascading waterfalls that thunder over cliffs. 

Detifoss is Europe’s most powerful waterfall, such is the torrent of water it produces. 

Glaciers complete the list of the big five; over 10% of Iceland is covered in glaciers and it is home to Vatnajökull, Europe’s largest glacier and the site of the most recent large scale volcano eruption.

Visit www.discover-the-world.co.uk. Contact : Ian Bradley at i.bradley@travelpr.co.uk
Outdoor ddventure in Palm Beach County, Florida

An hour north of Miami on Florida’s Gold Coast, Palm Beach County is an area of wildlife and outdoor adventure. 

Fishing and wildlife enthusiasts will find Lake Okeechobee, the second largest freshwater lake in the country a natural wonder, and the Florida Everglades bordering Palm Beach County to the south, provide the perfect setting for a fishing or airboat adventure where sightseeing highlights include resident alligators and tropical birds.

Daylong deep-sea fishing in the Atlantic Ocean, pleasure boating on the blue waters of the Intracoastal Waterway, snorkelling amongst the coastline reefs, and parasailing over sunny beaches. 

There’s the chance to enjoy Florida’s wetlands, by canoe or kayak, along the State’s only nationally designated wild and scenic river, the Loxahatchee. 

Camping, hiking and biking excursions can be found at many of the County’s parks and campgrounds. After all the fresh-air fun, there are plenty of options for rest and relaxation and an unmatched menu of culinary options, cultural venues and shopping hotspots. 

Cruising along the historic ocean highway A1A or exploring the County’s scenic byways is a great way to discover the destination’s diversely unique towns featuring numerous cultural and family-fun attractions. 

Visit : www.palmbeachfl.com. Contact :  Lyndsey Thomas at lyndsey.thomas@circlesolution.com.

Indonesia

Indonesia is the world's largest archipelago, consisting of more than 17,000 islands. 

Spread across 5120 km of ocean and positioned between Asia and Australia, this country is as wide as the European continent. Four fifths of the area is sea, with the major islands being Sumatra, Java, Kalimantan, Sulawesi and Papua.


It is the world's 14th largest nation - the population totals over 200 million.  Bahasa Indonesia is the national language.


The majority of Indonesians are Islam, with Christian, Catholics, Hindus, Buddhists and followers of Confucianism making up the rest.


Orangutans, tigers, one horned rhinos, elephants, dugongs, anoas, komodo dragons are the pride of Indonesia. National parks around the archipelago serve to preserve a rich natural heritage of marine life.


Bali - an island offering culture, traditions, temples, rice fields, Balinese festivals, water sports.


Nusa Tenggara, known as the Lesser Sundas, comprises 566 islands, most of which are inhabitated. The five largest include; Lombok, Sumbawa, Sumba, Flores and Timor, all surrounded by white beaches, and coral reefs.


Kalimantan is the Indonesian two-thirds of Borneo, sharing its boundaries with Malaysian East Sarawak and Brunei. It is the third largest island and represents five percent of Indonesia's land mass. Kalimantan's indigenous population is made up of the Dayak tribes. Dense jungles, flora and fauna, orangutans, crocodiles, clouded leopards and Baekantans can be found.


Sulawesi is renowned for its coral gardens and tropical marine life. Bunaken and Marine Reserve and the Wakatobi offer some of the best diving and snorkeling. Further inland mountains and volcanoes create lush, fertile highlands.


Once known as the Mollucas, the famed Spice islands, the Mollucan archipelago consists of over 1,000 islands and is situated on one of the world’s most active volcanic belt.  Maluku is blessed with sea gardens and beaches and home to king fishers, red-crested Mollucan cockatoo.


Papua is Indonesia's largest and most eastern province - a land of natural splendor - beaches, marshlands, valleys, gorges and forests. Snow caps cover 5,000 meters - high mountain peaks - ideal for trekkers.

Java is the most populated island. Its diverse attractions range from beaches, jungles, volcanoes to cities and quaint villages. The islands are divided into three provinces: West, Central and East. It also includes the special territories of Jakarta, the country's capital and Yogyakarta.

West Java is the land of the Sundanese. Most of the region is lush and mountainous, offering outdoor attractions. For an authentic experience, visitors can join an angklung workshop in Bandung, or enjoy a Sundanese meal in lush surroundings in the Parahiyangan highlands. Central Java offers ancient monuments and palaces while East Java offers ancient temple sites and wildlife reserves.

Sumatra is the second largest island in Indonesia. Rich in natural resources and beauty, it has volcanoes, jungles, sculpted canyons, waterfalls and beaches.  The western offshore islands of Nias and Mentawai shelter isolated communities who still retain ancient megalithic customs.

Visit : www.my-indonesia.info. Contact : Jane Wilson at jane@attachecommunications.co.uk. 

Madagascar

Reef & Rainforest Tours offers tailor made natural history tours to 16 fabulous destinations worldwide, including Madagascar.

Madagascar is an island nation in the Indian Ocean off the south eastern coast of Africa.

Travellers have been discouraged from visiting Madagascar following the political unrest which began in January. 

Having now revised their warning, the UK’s Foreign and Commonwealth Office are also recommending that visitors only travel with established operators who have the local knowledge and connections to monitor the situation.  

Reef & Rainforest Tours is offering the following :

Mandrare River Camp: Four at the luxury tented Mandrare River Camp located around four hours from Fort Dauphin. Situated on the banks of the Mandrare River this camp will add a truly 'wild' experience to a honeymoon and a fascinating insight into the tribal culture of the region. 

Tsarabanjina Island Resort : the private island lodge of Tsarabanjina is a hideaway for divers, snorkelers, families, honeymooners or those looking for a special wedding anniversary holiday. The island is the only one with a resort in the entire Mitsio archipelago.

Visit : www.reefandrainforest.co.uk. Contact :  jovanka ristich at jovanka@independentpr.co.uk
· A place to stay

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Langham, London

The £80million transformation of The Langham London is almost complete and this week we have opened our doors to our fabulous new public areas.

The centerpiece of the renovation is the new look Lobby and Palm Court. The Italian marble and specially commissioned chandeliers of hand-blown Murano glass feature in both the Lobby and Palm Court. 

Visit : langhamhotels.com. Contact : Ian Mills at ian.mills@langhamhotels.com.

Swiss-Belhotel Sharjah, Dubai, United Arab Emirates

Hotel and resort management company Swiss-Belhotel International opens its first property in the UAE.

Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Edgar Solenthaler at edgarsolenthaler@swiss-belhotel.com. 

Hotel Missoni, Edinburgh, Scotland

The Italian fashion house opens its boutique hotel in Edinburgh. 

Missoni aims to open 30 hotels over the next decade, designed by Milanese architects Studio Thun in partnership with The Rezidor Hotel Group. Initial focus is on Europe and the Middle East, later expanding to the North and South American and Asian markets.

Visit : www.missoni.com. Contact : Poppy Kimber at poppyk@moduspublicity.com.

· Working with the Alliance 

The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

Classic Representation 
Classic Representation provides international marketing and public relations services for a selection of Relais & Chateaux properties and the Classic Retreats portfolio, in Southern Africa, East Africa and the Indian Ocean.  Each destination is carefully selected and is defined by a commitment to sustainable tourism and delivering an exceptional guest experience. Classic Representation is recognised as one of the leading international marketing organisations in the travel and tourism industry. With the aim of creating a bespoke portfolio of ‘best in class’ experiences, properties are selected that vary in style and budget, yet all provide an authentic and truly memorable experience.
 

Visit : www.classic-representation.com Contact : Saskia Brown at saskia@classic-representation.com. 

Nepal Tourism Board
The Nepal Tourism Board (NTB) is a nodal organisation established by the Government of Nepal under the concept of partnership between the Government and the private sector travel industry of Nepal. The Board is established to work as a professional and dynamic National Tourism Organisation to promote Nepal as a travel destination and support the same by self sustained promotional campaigns.

Nepal Tourism Board has been given mandate to develop Nepal as an attractive travel destination by maintaining, improving and diversifying the quality of tourism products and services in the country and promoting them effectively in the international marketplace.

Visit : www.welcomenepal.com. Contact : Sarad Pradhan at mediacenter@ntb.org.np.

New York State Division of Tourism
New York City is just one of the 11 regions in New York State. The State is roughly the size of France and boarders Pennsylvania, New England, New Jersey and Canada. It covers over 47,000 square miles and boasts 4000 lakes, 1500 towns and villages, over 240 wineries and 150 State Parks including Letchworth, the Grand Canyon of the East, and Adirondack State Park, the 2nd largest Park in the US second only to Alaska. Historic and cultural sights and museums are found across the State and include the Roosevelt Mansion, The Vanderbilt Estate, Fort Niagara, The Kodak International Museum of Photography and WestPoint Military Academy.  Due to longitude and latitude, New York sees the longest fall season in the States with a spectacle on par with that in New England spanning from Mid September right through to Mid-November. With the most ski-able areas in the US, there’s a wide selection of winter sports on offer throughout the season.   

Visit : www.nylovesu.co.uk. Contact : Lyndsey Thomas at Lyndsey.thomas@nyseurope.com.

North Cyprus Tourism Centre
The North Cyprus Tourism Centrwe operates as a tourist information centre whilst running promotional activities, encouraging and co-ordinating promotional efforts of organisations marketing North Cyprus as a holiday destination in the UK and Ireland. The NCTC also focuses on developing tourism from continental Europe to North Cyprus.

Visit : www.northcyprus.cc. Contact : Burcu Okur at burcu@northcyprus.cc.

Palm Beach
Palm Beach County is a distinctive international destination for those who appreciate the best life has to offer at affordable prices. With warm, sunny temperatures year-round, more than 4.5 million visitors choose Palm Beach County as their holiday destination every year. Florida’s most sophisticated destination boasts 47 miles of pristine white beaches and an impressive collection of luxury 5 star oceanfront hotels such as the legendary Breakers, Ritz Carlton and Four Seasons and seaside cottages, charming inns and cosy bed and breakfasts means there is something for every budget.

Visit : www.palmbeachcountyfl.com. Contact : Lyndsey Thomas at Lyndsey.thomas@circlesolution.com. 

Southeast Tourism Society
The Southeast Tourism Society promotes the Southeast USA as a tourism destination.

Visit : www.southeasttourism.org. Contact : Neville Bhada at neville@southeasttourism.org.

Springfield Conventions and Visitors Bureau
Located in Central Illinois, Springfield is the perfect getaway including five nationally known Abraham Lincoln historic sites. Lincoln Home, Lincoln Tomb, Old State Capitol, Lincoln-Herndon Law Offices, Great Western Depot and New Salem present Lincoln's life. The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum (www.alplm.org) offers hi-tech, interactive exhibits that turn the ordinary museum experience upside down. Springfield is also home to Frank Lloyd Wright's Dana Thomas House. Springfield is also in Illinois portion of Route 66 and has several internationally known "Mother Road" attractions. There are 10 museums ranging from the Museum of Funeral Customs to the Illinois State Military Museum.

Visit : www.visit-springfieldillinois.com. Contact : Courtney Langbehn at Courtney.Langbehn@springfield.il.us. 

Tourism New Zealand

New Zealand internationally. The major tool in this undertaking is Tourism New Zealand's 100% Pure New Zealand Campaign. The campaign is continually evolving

but the core message is always the same: showcasing the beauty

and uniqueness of New Zealand's landscapes, culture and people.

Tourism New Zealand's press office can help with editorial content, images, and broadcast quality video footage. Media with firm commissions can also apply for media discount passes, and select media may be considered for further support through our visiting media programme.

Visit : www.tourismnewzealand.com, www.newzealand.com, www.media.newzealand.com and www.images.newzealand.com. Contact : Gillian Monahan at gillianm@tnz.govt.nz. 

Agencies

Grifco PR

A boutique travel PR company offering custom-made public relations programmes for the travel industry.

Visit : www.grifcopr.com. Contact Chloe Watson at chloe@grifcopr.com. 

Halpern
Halpern are a consumer lifestyle PR agency, including Fashion, Travel, Consumer, Beauty, Interiors and Celebrity.  With 15 years of experience, the agency provides cut-through consumer brand campaigns for a wide variety of clients.

Visit : www.halpern.co.uk.  Contact : Hannah Burden at Travel@halpern.co.uk. 

Hill & Knowlton Guatemala
Hill and Knowlton Guatemala represents the thriving Central American region and a strategic point for the firm’s continued expansion efforts throughout Latin America. Guatemala has become an attractive country for foreign investment, with a diversifying economy and a consolidated privatization process.  

Visot : www.hillandknowlton.com.  Contact : Fernando Bolanos at fbolanos@hillandknowlton.com

Hume Whitehead
Hume Whitehead is a PR and marketing representation company supporting international destination, hotel and tour operator clients.

Visit : www.humewhitehead.co.uk. Contact : Sue Whitehead at sue@humewhitehead.co.uk.

Independent Public Relations
With its portfolio of eight clients collectively featuring 80 destinations across the globe Independent Public Relations (IPR) is able to provide freelance writers and commissioning editors with a diverse selection of feature ideas as well as travel and accommodation suggestions on a range of themes.

Visit : www.independentpr.co.uk. Contact : Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independentpr.co.uk. 

The Media Centre

Flagship Consulting is an independent public relations consultancy with a dedicated travel and leisure division. Services include: consumer and trade media relations, organising group and individual press trips, competitions, exhibition support, brand affiliations, crisis management, media training and launches.

Visit : www.flagshipconsulting.co.uk. Contact : Julia Woodcock at julia.woodcock@flagshipconsulting.co.uk

HypeHouse Inc
HypeHouse is a San Francisco-based agency with a variety of clients across several industries including hospitality, fine dining and wine.

Visit : www.hypehouse.com. Contact : Emily Polsby at emily@hypehouse.com. 

JG Communications
JG Communications is a public relations consultancy that specialises in the travel, transport and leisure sectors.  We have over 20 years’ experience in providing public relations and marketing expertise to a wide range of clients.

Visit : www.jgcommunications.co.uk. Contact : Jenny Garber at jenny@jgcommunications.co.uk.

Jungle Public Relations 

Jungle PR are travel and tourism specialists and Chartered Institute of Public Relations Award Winners for Best Use of Media Relations 2007/8. Clients include : BeWILDerwood & Toddlewood, the treehouse adventure park, Kelling Heath Holiday Park, Woodhill Park, Broad House Hotel.

Visit : www.junglepr.com. Contact : Kate Abbot at kate@junglepr.com.

KTA Public Relations
Keeping Travel Ahead is our business. That is why leading Airlines, Destinations, Hotels and Tour Operators rely on us. Founded in 1988 by travel industry professionals, the company has built a reputation for total service based on in-depth knowledge of every aspect of travel. KTA has an unbeatable team that has delivered results and maintained amongst the best client retention record in the Travel PR industry. We remain small enough to provide a specialist and highly personal approach to client relationships; large enough to provide the significant resources needed. And most importantly, we deliver the return on investment that our clients really value.                   

Visit : www.ktapr.com. Contact : Dale Keller at dale@ktapr.com. 

Travel products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Magellan's
Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding.

The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful and appreciated products and provides travelers with :

· a single source of state-of-the-art, quality travel products 

· up-to-the-minute and well-researched information to meet the needs of all travelers, and 

· an exceptional customer experience 

Magellan’s will be pleased to offer its products for review purposes to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk

Girlstravelclub.co.uk is an online boutique specialising in natural, organic and stylish travel accessories for women travellers. In addition to travel gear and clothes, they also provide;
· natural travel remedies and insect repellents 

· packing lists and lots of tips for safe and healthy travel 

· their own range of recycled leather travel accessories 

· their own range of organic travel beauty products 

· responsibly sourced travel journals and stationery 

· Travelskills courses run in the heart of the Sussex countryside, providing bushcraft and survival knowledge for female travellers.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk will be delighted to offer products for review to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one, and are happy to give writers the opportunity to join them on one of their Travelskills survival courses.

 

Visit : www.girlstravelclub.co.uk. Contact Becci on 07766 016502 or at info@girlstravelclub.co.uk
Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

Anova Books

www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

 www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing

www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Kuperard Publishers
 
www.kuperard.co.uk. Caroline Eden at caroline@kuperard.co.uk
Lonely Planet

 

www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Morris Communications 

www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Rough Guides 

www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft

www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
The International Travel Writers Alliance
The Alliance
 
The Alliance provides information and support to over 7,200 professionals who travel to write, broadcast or create images.
 
You can see the caliber of Alliance members by visiting www.itwalliance.com and clicking on Members/member profiles. This section is updated weekly.

Alliance services in brief
 

Through the Alliance we can reach and influence professional travel writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters by :

· placing information and images on the Alliance website

· distributing travel information and story ideas to professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers through our bi-monthly bulletins

· producing Destination dossiers, which are detailed media briefings sent to members and used by partners and their agencies for press pack information

· emailing Alliance alerts to members 

· organising Destination networking events (linked to the destination dossiers)

· planning and managing individual and group press trips, and

· staging professional travel writer symposiums in key destinations
AllWays 

 
AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com) is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance.
 
The AllWays package 
AllWays will comprises :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue e-newsletters and updates for AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
· AllWays magazine : launches as phase two of the AllWays development, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility. 

PAGE  
1
[image: image1.png]Copyright © 2007 ITWA                                
 www.internationaltravelwriteralliance.com


[image: image2.png]<

The Intemationa
Travel Writers
Alliance



[image: image3.png]<

The Intemationa
Travel Writers
Alliance



_1254818068.bin

