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In this issue 

1: Alerts 

Bullet point information of genuine interest to travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 

2 : Opportunities

Group and individual press trip opportunities

3 : Leads

Brief news and information items on travel and tourism industry initiatives

4 : The year ahead

Events and celebrations of interest sponsored by The Year Ahead 

5 : Reasons to write about …

Information on destinations and travel pursuits from Alliance partners and agencies

6 : A place to stay

Opportunities for Alliance members to review new and unusual accommodation
7 : Working with Alliance members

Travel partners and agencies keen to work with Alliance members.

8 : Travel products and services 

Providers of travel products or services happy to provide Alliance members with review items.

9 : Travel guides 

Travel publishers that are happy to provide Alliance members with review copies

10 : The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

Information on the Alliance and AllWays 

Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.  We do no pass on contact details of our members without their direct permission.

· Alerts
· New : Yapham Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.yaphamcottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· New : The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436
· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.saillofts.co.uk. Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: http://www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635.

· MSC Cruises will be delighted to consider offering cruise trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.msccruises.com. Contact: Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton on 212.330.0702 or at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities, the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains. Bike the Whites will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.bikethewhites.com. Contact: Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

· Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Two press trips to Northern France

Two press trips to Northern France in conjunction with P&O Ferries and the Nord and Calais Tourist Boards 
 

18 and 19 June  : P&O Ferries : Dover to Calais
An overnight to Cambrai to learn about the Bleriot Centenary, exhibition and join a dinner with Bleriot's grandson.  
 

1 and 2 July : P&O Ferries : Dover to Calais
An overnight to Calais to visit the new Lace Museum.  
 

Alliance members are invited to register their interest at doug@douggoodmanpr.com or on 0208 614 1448.

Boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo
The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. 

A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. 

Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436.

From Russia with love...in Holland! 
 
Group Press Trip – 16-18 June 2009
 
As part of Holland Art Cities, the Hermitage Amsterdam will open its restored 17th-century building in the historic heart of city on 20 June 2009. 

Founded to bring the richness and grandeur of Russia’s artistic heritage to one of the West’s most charming capitals, this independent cultural institution will inaugurate its spacious new home with the exhibition ‘At the Russian Court’.

This is a display of more than 1,800 treasures from the State Hermitage Museum in St Petersburg. Hermitage Amsterdam is the only dedicated, independently managed venue in the West of St Petersburg’s amazing State Hermitage Museum. 

At the Russian Court will remain on show in the newly opened museum until the end of January 2010. 

Hermitage Amsterdam will then stage two large-scale, temporary exhibitions each year, drawing on the encyclopaedic collections and unparalleled scholarship of Russia’s museums to offer cultural riches that would otherwise be unavailable in Amsterdam
Press trip information

You are invited to join a group press trip and preview one of the most spectacular museum openings in the world!
 
The tour flies on Tuesday 16 June 2009 in the evening and you can fly from various regional UK airports. 

Once in Holland you will :

· discover the hidden gem of Utrecht with a guided city walk
· don a hat and see the progress at the Stedelijk museum, which opens in Spring 2010
· visit the Centraal Museum including Rietveld Schröderhuis Aboriginal Art Museum 
· hunt for miffy at the dick bruna museum
· preview ‘Art and Faith in the Golden Age’ at the Catharijneconvent Utrecht
· explore city life from the water with a canal cruise, and
· visit the press preview of the Hermitage including a special Russian High Tea 
 
The trip flies back on Thursday 18 June 2009 in the evening. 
 
Visit : www.holland.com. To apply contact Rianne Ojeh at rojeh@holland.com or on +44 (0)20 7539 7963
Bath 

The historic centre of Rome is designated a World Heritage Site by UNESCO, but the entire city of Bath carries the same title due to its rich Roman and Georgian heritage.  

In Bath you can discover some of the most impressive architectural sights in the world including the Royal Crescent, the Circus and Pulteney Bridge.  

Bath’s architecture is one of its defining features and with around 5,000 listed buildings visitors have plenty of opportunity to marvel at the rows of graceful Georgian townhouses and crescents, grand parades and cobbled side passages, which make Bath a wonderful place to explore and a true feast for the eyes. 

Bath Tourism will be happy to assist Alliance members with press trip facilities.

Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Weaver : lucy_weaver@bathtourism.co.uk.  

Yunnan - China South of the Clouds
Odyssey Books have published 'Yunnan - China South of the Clouds'. 

Yunnan is a mountainous wonderland, wedged between Tibet and South-East Asia. It is one if the least known and most beguiling regions of China.

Odyssey Books and Guides are the world's leading publishers to China and the Silk Road - with three very different and special books on China being published this summer. 

Visit : www.odysseypublications.com. For review copies contact :  Caroline Eden atcaroline@odysseypublications.com.

Earthworms

With many westerners finding Chinese a very difficult language to learn, UK-based Earworms have found a unique way to teach Mandarin Chinese that takes advantage of the musical nature of the language.

The emphasis placed on intonation and pitch makes Chinese very different from many European languages. Earworms have managed to turn this difficulty into an advantage – using music to make the learning process much easier, enjoyable and more effective. 

Visit : www.earwormslearning.com. Review copies contact : Andrew Lodge at andrew@earwormslearning.com.

For ongoing opportunities visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com click opportunities.

· Leads
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

July 7 London Bombing Memorial 

The £1m July 7 London Bombing Memorial to commemorate victims of July 7 bombings is unveiled on 7 July at Lovers' Walk, Hyde Park, London - exactly four years after the terrorist attack. 

Each victim is represented by a 3m high pillar. The 52 pillars are positioned in four inter-linking groups to reflect the four locations of the incident (Tavistock Square, Edgware Road, King's Cross, and Aldgate).

Visit : www.culture.gov.uk, www.royalparks.org.uk and www.arup.com. Contact Clare Ramsaran at  clare.ramsaran@culture.gsi.gov.uk
Maldives 

The Conrad Maldives Rangali Island has teamed up with local education institute, Salaams School to provide a hospitality training course for Maldivian students. The resort combines three distinct resorts on two islands, linked by a bridge and surrounded by a coral reef and lagoon. Accommodation includes water, beach and spa villas.

Visit : 

http://www.conradhotels.com/" \t "_blank" 
ConradHotels.com
. Contact : Gail Palmer at gail@ktapr.com.

London walking tours 

Sandra Shevey runs innovative walking tours around some of the most arcane corners of London including : The Alfred Hitchcock London/New York City Locations Walks and London Street Market Walks. Visit : www.geocities.com/sandra_shevey. Contact Sandra Shevey at sandra_shevey@yahoo.com.

Tahiti

Tahiti Tourisme has launched a new website to Tahiti and her Islands allowing holidaymakers to research and book family pensions, guesthouses and B&Bs throughout the five archipelagos. Visit : www.tahiti-pensions.com.  Contact : Sara Whines at SWhines@bgb.co.uk.

The Royal Windsor Beer & Jazz Festival 

The Royal Windsor Beer & Jazz Festival takes place between Wednesday 12  –and Sunday 16 August 2009. Visit : www.royalwindsorbeerandjazz.com. Contact : Goody Allsobrook at goody@pwrevents.com.

· The year ahead

Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on events and celebrations worldwide. Sponsored by The Year Ahead.

North Devon Festival, UK

01 to 30 June 2009 

The festival sees over 200 events take place in 80 towns, featuring arts and entertainment inspired by the history, lifestyle and natural beauty of the area. Associated with the North Devon Folk Festival (September).

Visit : www.northdevonfestival.org. Contact : Claire Thompson at claire.thomson@northdevontheatres.org.uk.

The London Oyster Festival

03 June 2009 

The first London Oyster Festival at the Old Billingsgate Market, features fresh seafood and live entertainment. Also runs in the North East September 19.

Visit : www.theoysterfestival.co.uk. Contact : Dawn Coates at enquiries@theoysterfestival.co.uk.

The Holland Festival, the netherlands
04 to 28 June 2009 

The Holland Festival in Amsterdam, is the country’s largest performing arts festival. Around 90 performances take place including opera, theatre, music, visual arts and dance. 

Visit : www.hollandfestival.nl. Contact : Norbert Bode at norbert@hollandfestival.nl.

Bonnaroo Music & Arts Festival, Tennessee, USA

11 to 14 June 2009 

The festival at Bonnaroo Farm, Manchester, Tennessee is held on 700 acres of farmland and dubbed 'the American Glastonbury'. 

Over 100 bands and 20 comedians perform across more than 10 stages. Line-up includes Bruce Springsteen. Also includes a comedy club, cinema, micro beer festival, dance and arts classes, discos, internet cafes, restaurants and craft stalls.

Visit : www.bonnaroo.com. Contact : Ken Weinstein at publicity@bonnaroo.com.

CMA Music Festival, Tennessee, USA
11 to 14 June 2009 

The 38th CMA Music Festival in Nashville is billed as Country Music's Biggest Party. Visit : www.cmafest.com. Contact : international@cmaworld.com.

Caribana, Canada 

June 2009

Caribana in Toronto is famous for its calypso dancing, steel pan drums and elaborate masquerade costumes. It is the largest Caribbean festival in North America, also known as the Toronto Caribbean Carnival. Highlights include the parade, Caribbean music concerts, calypso harbour cruise parties, glamorous dances, King & Queen of the Bands Competition and the two-day Olympic Island Caribbean Arts Festival.

Visit www.caribana.com Contact : info@wejumpinghigher.com.

Festival International de Jazz de Montreal, Canada
01 to 12 July 2009 

The 30th Festival International de Jazz de Montreal in Montréal, Quebec features over 3000 jazz, blues and R&B artists from 30 countries in 750 concerts on 12 outdoor stages. Includes 350 free performances. Certified as the world's largest jazz festival by Guinness World Records. 

Visit : www.montrealjazzfest.com. Contact : Hugo Leclerc at hugo.leclerc@equipespectra.ca
Waltons Guitar Festival Of Ireland
01 to 05 July 2009

The Waltons Guitar Festival Of Ireland in various venues, Dublin, Republic of Ireland is Ireland's largest guitar festival. 

Visit : www.gfi.ie. Contact : Alec O'Leary at info@gfi.ie.

Roskilde Festival, Denmark
02 to 05 July 2009 

The Roskilde Festival, Denmark, the largest music festival in Northern Europe, features over 175 bands playing across seven stages and a variety of street events. 

Visit :  www.roskilde-festival.dk. Contact : Jette Hansen at info@roskilde-festival.dk.

San Fermin Festival - Pamplona Bull Run, Spain
06 to 14 July 2009 

World famous and controversial San Fermin event attracts an international audience. This event has been running for hundreds of years. Each morning six bulls are released along an 825m run, along with six steers to herd them and two herds of tame bulls.

Visit : www.sanfermin.com, www.bullrunners.co.uk and www.spain.info. Contact : info.londres@tourspain.es.

Festival d'Avignon, France
07 to 29 July 2009 

Festival d'Avignon is one of the most important events of the year in the theatrical calendar, on account of the number of new performances and spectators. Originally a celebration of theatre, the Avignon Festival has now broadened its vision to include other performing arts such as dance, mime and puppetry. It is one of the oldest and largest festivals in France.

Visit : www.festival-avignon.com. Contact : Rémi Fort at presse@festival-avignon.com.

European Balloon Festival, Spain
08 to 12 July 2009 

The European Balloon Festival at Igualada, Catalonia, Spain and one of the biggest balloon festivals in Europe, features over 40 hot-air balloons, market stalls and land-based activities.

Visit : www.ebf.cat. Contact : info@ebf.cat.

Country Music Festival Of Mirande, France 

09 to 14 July 2009 

The Country Music Festival Of Mirande, is Europe's largest country and western festival featuring over 70 country music concerts, line dancing, car, bike and truck shows and over 30 stalls.

Visit : www.country-musique.com. Contact : info@country-musique.com.

Buxton Festival, UK
10 to 28 July 2009 

The festival at the Buxton Opera House, Buxton, Derbyshire specialises in rare operas. Programme includes six operas and around 100 daytime events, including 30 literary talks.

Visit : www.buxtonfestival.co.uk. Contact : Joanna Dollerson at johanna@buxtonfestival.co.uk.

Rainforest World Music Festival, Indonesia
10 to 12 July 2009
The Rainforest World Music Festival at Sarawak Cultural Village, Sarawak, Indonesia features bands from over 15 countries including the UK, Poland, Greece and Japan perform at a venue in the heart of the Borneo jungle. 

Visit : www.rainforestmusic-borneo.com Contact : Letitia Samuel at letitia@sarawaktourism.com
São Paulo Gay Parade, Brazil
14 July 2009 

The São Paulo Gay Parade celebrates gay pride and campaigns for the legalisation of civil unions among homosexuals.One of the largest events of its kind in the world. Includes a march, the GLBT cultural fair, dancing, live music and floats. 

Visit : www.paradasp.org.br. Contact : Jose Maria at tourism@brazil.org.uk.

Tall Ships Nova Scotia Festival, Canada
16 to 29 July 2009 

Tall Ships Nova Scotia Festival at Port of Halifax and various venuesin Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada

features the Parade Of Sail (July 20), Tall Ships Atlantic Challenge Race (which reaches Halifax July 16), arts and crafts, re-enactments and opportunities to learn how to sail.

It is the largest international gathering of tall ships in North America with over one million visitors attend.

Visit : www.tallshipsnovascotia.com. Contact : media@tallshipsnovascotia.com, 

Bletchley Park, UK

Bletchley Park, home to the codebreakers of the World War Two, is staging its Classic Car and Motorbike Picnic in the grounds of the 19th century Mansion, surrounded by Second World War codebreaking hut, on Sunday 28 June.  
Visit : www.bletchleypark.org.uk. Contact : Claire Urwin at curwin@bletchleypark.org.uk
For more information on The Year Ahead visit : www.yearahead.co.uk. Contact : Robert Reeves at Robert.Reeves@profilegroup.co.uk. 

· Reasons to write about

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Fort Niagara, New York State

Established by the French in 1726, the history of Fort Niagara spans almost three centuries and is the  Niagara region’s most popular historic site with 100,000 visitors each year. 

At the site, visitors experience life in the 18th and early 19th centuries through a series of daily programs and special events. 

The Fort features the oldest buildings in the Great Lakes Basin as well as unique earthen fortifications laid out more than 250 years ago. 

During the colonial wars, the French & Indian War and the War of 1812, Fort Niagara controlled access to the Great Lakes and the westward route from its position at the mouth of the Niagara River. With the completion of the Erie Canal in 1825, the strategic value diminished, but it nonetheless remained an active military post. 

Fort Niagara’s last armed conflict was the War of 1812 and afterwards served as a peaceful border post. It later became a barracks and training station for American soldiers during both World Wars. The last army units withdrew in 1963.

During the late 1920s and early 1930as, Fort Niagara was rescued from certain ruin and was restored as a historic site. 

Today it is operated by the Old Fort Niagara Association, Inc., a not-for-profit organization, in cooperation with the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation and offers a wide array of educational programming preserving the region’s colonial architectural heritage. 

The latest attraction at the Fort will be the 18th Century portrait of General Eyre Massey, 1st Baron Clarina, which was purchased in auction at Christie’s in London.

Massey played a significant role in the history of the Fort during French and Indian War, known as the Seven Years War in England. 

As Lieutenant Colonel of the 46th Regiment of Foot, Massey was a senior officer at the siege of the French-held Fort Niagara and successfully blocked an assault by the French as they entered a clearing called La Belle Famille.

Visit : www.oldfortniagara.org. Contact Kathryn Vedder at vedderkathryn@aol.com
Butterfly World 

First stage of Butterfly World, the largest butterfly walk-through exhibition in the world opens in June 2009 at Chiswell Green,. St Albans, UK

The £25m scheme is expected to become the world's leading dedicated butterfly centre, helping to protect endangered butterflies and provide an educational experience for schools, colleges, community groups and families. 

Next stage is completed by June 2010 and final stage opens 2011. 

Visit : www.butterfly-world.org. Contact Hannah Murray at  hannah.murray@trimediauk.com.

Swiss-Belhotel Sharjah, Dubai, United Arab Emirates

The Swiss-Belhotel International, Dubai, United Arab Emirates has opened. Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Edgar Solenthaler at edgarsolenthaler@swiss-belhotel.com.

Bolivia

Adventure Life has announced new Bolivia itineraries. 
 
Noel Kempff Mercado National Park


The remote Noel Kempff Mercado National Park is one of South America's Amazonian highlights. Travel on the intricate waterways and visit beautiful waterfalls. 

Its relative seclusion has benefited the flora and fauna with an estimated 4,000 plant species, 630 bird, 130 mammal, 260 fish, 75 reptile, and 62 amphibian species. 

Some of the highlights are the giant river otters, the jaguar, and pink river dolphins.
 
Jesuit Missions


Thought to be "forgotten" for more than two centuries, the region of the restored Jesuit Missions is a UNESCO-listed World Heritage site for its cultural accomplishments and history. 

Built in the 1500-1600s, the missions are guarded by different villages which still possess interesting cultural manifestations from the period.

Follow the circuit and visit the magnificent, centuries-old churches that have been restored in the towns of San Javier, Concepcion, San Ignacio, San Miguel, San Rafael, and Santa Ana.
 
Bolivia Backroads 


Bolivia’s extreme geography of deserts, mountains, canyons, and jungle in the most isolated country in the Americas.

Visits include the delightful colonial city of Sucre and the homes of Andean weavers, the historic mining town of Potosi and the largest salt desert in the world. 


Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
The Santa Fe 400th Anniversary, New Mexico

The Santa Fe 400th Anniversary will commemorate 400 years of culture, from the establishment of the city as a "villa" in 1610 by the Spanish, through today, making it the oldest capital in the United States. 

A number of cultures played key roles in Santa Fe's development: Native Americans who settled long before 1610, Hispanic, European and African Americans of diverse backgrounds.

Visit : visit www.santafe400th.com. Contact : Rachel Silva at rachelm@ballantinespr.com.

Cruising the Caribbean

Celebrity Cruises’ new Celebrity Solstice has confirmed the ship will sail in the Caribbean year-round in 2010.

Six Celebrity Cruises ships – in addition to the year-round Celebrity Solstice – will ply the waters of the Caribbean on a seasonal basis in 2010-11, on a total of 155 sailings with visits to 43 ports. 
 

· Celebrity Constellation will present 14-night Exotic Southern Caribbean cruises roundtrip on Saturdays from Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

· Celebrity Eclipse – the third in Celebrity Cruises’ stellar Solstice Class series, making her debut in April 2010 – will present alternating seven-night Eastern and Western Caribbean cruises roundtrip from the Port of Miami

· Celebrity Equinox – the second sleek Solstice Class ship, launching this July – will present 10- and 11-night Ultimate Caribbean cruises roundtrip from Fort Lauderdale

· Celebrity Mercury will present a second season of nine-night Bahamas and 12-night Eastern Caribbean sailings departing Mondays and Saturdays from Baltimore, Maryland from October 2010 until February 2011, followed by 10- and 11-night Western and Eastern Caribbean cruises departing Mondays and Fridays from Charleston from March until April 2011

· Celebrity Millennium will reprise her series of 10- and 11-night Southern Caribbean cruises departing from San Juan, Puerto Rico on Mondays and Fridays from 11 October 2010 until 8 April 2011

· Celebrity Summit will continue to offer seven-night Southern Caribbean cruises departing roundtrip from San Juan, Puerto Rico, on Saturdays

Visit : www.celebritycruises.co.uk. Contact : Charlene Sarao at Charlene.Sarao@Sirenpr.co.uk. 

Golf in San Francisco

The city is home to the oldest municipal city golf tournament in the world (1917), the 2009 PGA TOUR Presidents Cup, and some of the best places to play, as cited by Golf Digest. 
 
The oldest golf course in the city dates back to 1895. San Francisco Golf Club was a nine-hole course in the Presidio, but moved to Junipero Serra Blvd. in the Sunset District in 1905. 
 
Lincoln Park opened as a six-hole course in 1909, and later expanded to 18 holes in 1913. Lincoln Park and Harding Park have been home to the San Francisco City Golf Championship, the oldest and largest municipal city golf tournament, since it began in 1917.

The 2009 Presidents Cup will be played at San Francisco's Harding Park Golf Course Oct. 6-11, 2009.  

 
Visit www.pgatour.com/tournaments/presidentscup/  or www.harding-park.com.  Media contact: Laura Hill at lauraneal@pgatourhq.com. 
· A place to stay

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Presidential Villa, Seychelles 

The Presidential Villa, Labriz is a five-star resort from Universal Resorts located on the mountainous Silhouette Island by a two km white beach.

Silhouette Island, the third largest island in the Seychelles, is situated within a Marine National Park and is dedicated to environmental protection. 

It is one of the richest biodiversity hot-spots in the western Indian Ocean with many endemic and threatened plant and animal species. 

The island has a large area of primeval forest.

The Presidential Villa is a member of the Small Luxury Hotels of the World.
Visit : www.luxuryholidaysdirect.com.  Contact : Sharon Good at sharong@goodresults.co.uk.

Broad Bay House on the Isle of Lewis, Scotland

Broad Bay House is a five star guesthouse on the Isle of Lewis in the Outer Hebrides in the far north of Scotland.

The Isle of Lewis is known for its spectacular land and seascapes, abundant native wildlife, vibrant arts and crafts, as well as its rich heritage and culture. 

Broad Bay House is located in a small crofting community seven miles from the ferry terminal and airport at Stornoway. 

 

Visit : www.broadbayhouse.co.uk. Contact Caroline Keith at Caroline@thekeithconsultancy.co.uk.
 

The Sheraton Prague Charles Square Hotel, Czech Republic

The Sheraton Prague Charles Square Hotel, which opened in April, is located between the Old Town and Prague’s new part and features 160 rooms and suites. 

Equally close to Wenceslas Square and the great museums and theatres, it houses modern hospitality within a historical ambience. 

Visit : www.sheraton.com/prague. Contact : Rachel Witham at Rachel.Witham@starwoodhotels.com.

La Fortuna/Arenal, Costa Rica
The 114-room Tabacón Grand Spa Thermal Resort is a member of the Leading Hotels of the World and the Leading Spas of the World, as well as the recipient of four-leaf designation for Sustainable Tourism. 

Costa Rica is a country in Central America, bordered by Nicaragua to the north, Panama to the east and south, the Pacific Ocean to the west and south and the Caribbean Sea to the east. 

The Grand Spa has 11 outdoor treatment bungalows, each with private Jacuzzi; a Yoga bungalow; and an extensive menu of indigenous treatments including Watsu in outdoor thermal river pools.  Cuisine is an unusual blend of Ayurvedic, spa, Mexican and Costa Rican. 

Visit : www.tabacon.com. Contact : Meryl Pearlstein at meryl@mdppublicity.com. 

The Lake House at Chelan, Washington State, USA

The Lake House at Chelan, Washington State, which opened this month, is a luxury family-friendly resort located three hours east of Seattle.

Located in the heart of downtown Chelan with stunning lake views, the Lake House is close to award-winning wineries, golf courses, walking trails and a water park.  

Visit : www.thelakehousechelan.com. Contact : Sarah Biggerstaff at sarahb@richmondpr.com. 
· Working with the Alliance 

The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

Rocky Mountain International

Rocky Mountain International coordinates tourism activities for the state offices of Wyoming, South Dakota, Idaho and Montana. The region is filled with a variety of sights and experiences including national parks, ranches, American Indians, outdoor adventure, world-class skiing, snowmobiling, America's frontier heritage and more. 

Visit : www.RMI-RealAmerica.com. Contact Claire Blacknell at claire.blacknell@btinternet.com. 

Rhythms of the South
Rhythms of the South coordinates tourism activities for the cities of Atlanta, Georgia; Nashville, Tennessee " New Orleans, Louisiana.

Visit : www.rhythmsofthesouth.com. Contact : Lisa Chamberlain at rhythmsofthesouth.uk@btinternet.com. 

San Diego Convention & Visitors Bureau
San Diego, California features near-idyllic climate, 70 miles of beaches and popular attractions including LEGOLAND California, SeaWorld San Diego, San Diego Zoo and its Wild Animal Park. San Diego is also home to 92 golf courses, Balboa Park, world-class arts and culture, fine dining, shopping, deserts, mountains, casinos and neighboring Mexico. 

Visit : www.sandiego.org. Contact : Joe Timko at jtimko@sdcvb.org. 

The Santa Fe Convention & Visitors Bureau
The Santa Fe Convention & Visitors Bureau is a city run agency in charge of promoting leisure and business travel to the city.

Visit : www.santafe.org. Contact : Steve Lewis at steve.lewisnm@comcast.net. 

Spanish Tourist Office 
The Spanish Tourist Office in London is one of 29 overseas offices of the Spanish institution responsible for promoting and marketing Spanish tourism abroad. The Office organises events to help promote Spanish Tourism by marketing all areas of tourism in Spain, which includes the Balearic and Canary Islands, and by working with the Autonomous

Visit : www.spain.info/uk. Contact : Nori del Arco at press.london@tourspain.es.

The Texas Travel Industry Association

The Texas Travel Industry Association is made up of businesses, organizations, associations and individuals dedicated to developing Texas tourism to its fullest potential.

Visit : www.ttia.org. Contact : Sarah Ruh at sarahr@ttia.org.

Tourism Laurentians
The Laurentians – International 4-season leader in tourism - where nature is blissful, bountiful and breathtaking is renowned for its great outdoors, its vast forests and its sparkling lakes. Located in proximity of three major cities, namely Montreal (only 20 km North), Ottawa, the capital of Canada (2 hours) and Quebec City, capital of the Province of Québec (3 hours). 

The Laurentians represent the greatest complement to an urban experience by offering the largest concentration of resorts in Eastern Canada, including the Tremblant Resort. This Northern region has 9012 lakes, 103 rivers, 45 golf courses, 14 downhill ski centres, 10 Nordic Spas, 1 055 km of cross country trails and a multiple activity playground.

Visit : www.laurentians.com. Contact : Pascale Tremblay at pascale.tremblay@laurentides.com.

Travel Alberta International
Travel Alberta is the Destination Marketing Organization for the province of Alberta. Travel Alberta International is contracted by Travel Alberta to execute marketing programs for the North American, European and Asia Pacific markets.

Visit : www.travelalberta.com. Contact : Noelle Aune at noelle.aune@travelalberta.com. 

Travel Oregon
The Travel Oregon UK office is responsible for the promotion of the state of Oregon to trade, consumer and media. From historic towns and sleepy fishing villages to ski resorts and wineries. Windswept beaches, verdant forests and snow-capped peaks give way to sweeping rangelands, towering rock formations and dramatic river valleys in this incredibly diverse land. Oregon has more scenic byways and tour routes than any other state.

Visit : www.traveloregon.com. Contact : Lisa Chamberlain at oregon.uk@btinternet.com

Utah Office of Tourism

The Utah Office of Tourism is the Destination Marketing Organization for the state of Utah.

Visit : www.utah.travel. Conbtact : Tracie Cayford at traciec@utah.gov.

Valais Tourism
Valais, Switzerland is a long, narrow, L-shaped valley, which was cut by glaciers between two alpine mountain ranges. The main cities in the region are along the river Rhone, which cuts through the bottom of the valley, between its source at the Rhone glacier in the east and its temporary destination of Lake Geneva in the west. The main tourist resorts and many small villages are in the side valleys to the north or the south.

Valais offers a diversity of landscapes. Within a few kilometres there are the highest glaciers and mountains of the Alps and almost subtropical places where even almond and pomegranate trees grow.

Some of the best spring skiing in the world is available in the Valais, at prices which although high beat the equivalent offerings in Colorado.

Valais Tourism is the head office of tourism in the Valais and offers professional media processing, PR and marketing activities. It provides information and images on Valais and its holiday destinations and arranges press visits.

Visit : www.valaistourism.ch. Contact Bruno Huggler at bruno.huggler@valaistourism.ch

Visit London
Visit London is the official visitor organisation for London. Its role is to promote London as the world's most exciting city, targeting domestic and overseas leisure and business visitors as well as Londoners. Visit London works in partnership with the Mayor, the London Development Agency and the commercial industry.

Visit : www.visitlondon.com. Contact : Kathryn Smith at ksmith@visitlondon.com

VisitScotland
VisitScotland is Scotland's national tourist board. Visit : www.visitscotland.com. Contact : Kirsty Innes at kirsty.innes@visitscotland.com

Agencies

Lemongrass Marketing
We specialise in sales, marketing and representation for luxury hotels and destinations. We help our clients get more business from the vitally important UK and German markets. Our clients tell us they like working with us. They value our highly personalised service, our attention to detail and our young, creative and dedicated team of professionals.

Visit : www.lemongrassmarketing.com. Contact : Stephanie Parr at stephanie@lemongrassmarketing.com. 

Lush PR

Travel PR specialist who has been working in the travel industry for nearly 15 years.

Visit : www.lushpr.com. Contact : Judith Watson at judith.watson@lushpr.com.

M. Silver Associates
Ranked among the leading mid-sized public relations firms in the United States, M. Silver Associates specializes in high-profile consumer marketing public relations. Our clients retain us to position or reposition their organizations and products, create brand identity, increase mind share and build consumer demand.

Visit : www.msilver-pr.com. Contact : Aik Wye Ng at aikwye@msilver-pr.com.

Mason Rose
Mason Rose represents international, privately owned luxury hotels to the UK marketplace through sales & marketing and public relations. By raising awareness of our hotels in the most valuable sectors of the UK market, we connect our clients to their key target audiences, delivering increased bookings and ensuring a healthy return on their investment. Our team of sales managers and PR specialists offer expert advice and recommendations, and provides creative solutions for even the most demanding requests.

Visit : www.masonrose.com. Contact : Susanna Reynolds at Susanna@masonrose.com.

McManus Tourism Communications
Dynamic McManus Tourism Communications specialises in the dynamic growth areas of modern marketing, public relations and e-marketing. McManus Communications have held public relations and e-marketing contracts since 2003 with hotel groups, airlines, lodges, tourism activities, festivals and food & wine organisations. Clients include publishing media, conferences and festivals, regional tourism offices and tourism businesses throughout New Zealand and Australia. Our internationally experienced consultants understand media and e-marketing.

Visit : www.mcmanus.co.nz. Contact : Geraldine McManus at geraldine@mcmanus.co.nz.

Mercury PR
UK based Mercury Public Relations is a full service, business to business and business to consumer PR consultancy with specialist experience in the travel and tourism sector. With a team full of fresh ideas, energy and experience, Mercury is expert at developing and executing effective PR and communications campaigns. 

Visit : www.mercury-pr.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

Mission-21
Mission-21 create award winning campaigns which help dynamic businesses including blue chip clients and much loved institutions reach and increase their market. mission21 specalises in creating integrated programmes, combining content creation, media relations, online marketing, film and event production, print and web design. We do this with one team, under one roof.

Visit : www.mission-21.com. Contact : Susannah Hartley at susie.hartley@mission-21.com.

Mondo Marketing

Mondo Marketing is a small yet experienced PR and marketing agency working with a number of travel clients.

Website: www.mondomarketing.co.uk. Contact : Rob Jordan at rob.jordan@mondomarketing.co.uk.

M Silver Associates Inc
M Silver Associates is a leading public relations agency specializing in travel and tourism. The firm is top ranked in the hospitality industry and an international client roster which it serves from its New York headquarters and South Florida branch office.  M. Silver is a member of the Worldcom Public Relations Group.

Visit : www.msilver-pr.com. Contact : Virginia Sheridan at virginia@msilver-pr.com.

Nancy Marshall Communications

Since 1991, Nancy Marshall Communications (NMC0 has represented Maine clients. NMC is located in Maine's capital and handles media relations for clients. With ten staff members, we are a full-service agency.

Visit : www.marshallpr.com. Contact : Nancy Marshall at nmarshall@marshallpr.com.

Nobull Communications
Nobull is a specialist travel PR agency with a comprehensive client portfolio including airlines, car rental, online retailers and hotel chains.  

Visit : www.nobull-communications.co.uk. Contact : Kally Carder at kally@nobull-communications.co.uk. 

Oxygen Public Relations
Oxygen Public Relations is a news-oriented PR consultancy specialising in travel, tourism and leisure. Run by former journalist and broadcaster Peter Lilley who offers 20 years' first-hand experience of the media, Oxygen prides itself in producing quality information and comment on behalf of its clients and speedy responses to all press enquiries.  

Visit : www.oxygenpr.co.uk. Contact : Peter Lilley at info@oxygenpr.co.uk

Travel products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Magellan's
Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding.

The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful and appreciated products and provides travelers with :

· a single source of state-of-the-art, quality travel products 

· up-to-the-minute and well-researched information to meet the needs of all travelers, and 

· an exceptional customer experience 

Magellan’s will be pleased to offer its products for review purposes to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk

Girlstravelclub.co.uk is an online boutique specialising in natural, organic and stylish travel accessories for women travellers. In addition to travel gear and clothes, they also provide;
· natural travel remedies and insect repellents 

· packing lists and lots of tips for safe and healthy travel 

· their own range of recycled leather travel accessories 

· their own range of organic travel beauty products 

· responsibly sourced travel journals and stationery 

· Travelskills courses run in the heart of the Sussex countryside, providing bushcraft and survival knowledge for female travellers.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk will be delighted to offer products for review to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one, and are happy to give writers the opportunity to join them on one of their Travelskills survival courses.

 

Visit : www.girlstravelclub.co.uk. Contact Becci on 07766 016502 or at info@girlstravelclub.co.uk
Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

Anova Books

www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

 www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing

www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Kuperard Publishers
 
www.kuperard.co.uk. Caroline Eden at caroline@kuperard.co.uk
Lonely Planet

 

www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Morris Communications 

www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Rough Guides 

www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft

www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
The International Travel Writers Alliance
The Alliance
 
The Alliance provides information and support to over 7,200 professionals who travel to write, broadcast or create images.
 
You can see the caliber of Alliance members by visiting www.itwalliance.com and clicking on Members/member profiles. This section is updated weekly.

Alliance services in brief
 

Through the Alliance we can reach and influence professional travel writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters by :

· placing information and images on the Alliance website

· distributing travel information and story ideas to professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers through our bi-monthly bulletins

· producing Destination dossiers, which are detailed media briefings sent to members and used by partners and their agencies for press pack information

· emailing Alliance alerts to members 

· organising Destination networking events (linked to the destination dossiers)

· planning and managing individual and group press trips, and

· staging professional travel writer symposiums in key destinations
AllWays 

 
AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com) is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance.
 
The AllWays package 
AllWays will comprises :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue e-newsletters and updates for AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
· AllWays magazine : launches as phase two of the AllWays development, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility. 
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