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1 : Opportunities

Group and individual press trip opportunities
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Brief news and information items on travel and tourism industry initiatives

3 : The year ahead

Events and celebrations of interest sponsored by The Year Ahead 

4 : Reasons to write about …

Information on destinations and travel pursuits from Alliance partners and agencies

5 : A place to stay

Opportunities for Alliance members to review new and unusual accommodation
6 : Working with Alliance members

Travel partners and agencies keen to work with Alliance members.

Ongoing information 

7: Alerts 

Bullet point information on destinations, accommodation and travel pursuits that offer ongoing press trip opportunities to travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers

8 : Travel guides 

Travel publishers that are happy to provide Alliance members with review copies

9 : Travel products and services 

Providers of travel products or services happy to provide Alliance members with review items.

10 : The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

Information on the Alliance and AllWays 

Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.  We do no pass on contact details of our members without their direct permission

· Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Ecuadorian Amazon
Adventure Life runs trips to Sacha Lodge, an eco-lodge found within a 5000-acre private ecological reserve in Ecuador's Amazon region, right off the Napo River. 

It is accessible by boat only, and is a pristine rainforest sanctuary for a a safe and comfortable jungle adventure. The wildlife includes Howlers, squirrel monkeys, parrots, Macaws, Pigmy Marmosets, Tarantulas, Caiman, etc.) and the area is mosquito free.

The owners of Sacha Lodge are willing to offer press trip facilities to Alliance members excluding flights. 

Visit : www.sachalodge.com and www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
Cicerone

Cicerone publish over 250 guidebooks to walking, trekking, mountaineering and cycle touring in the UK and across the world. 

The company’s range includes the Himalayas, the National Trails of Britain and the most comprehensive range of guides to the Alps available.  Cicerone will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

Visit : www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk.

Atholl Estates
Atholl Estates are launching five new Woodland Lodges on the estate this Summer and would be delighted to consider press trips for Alliance members. 

These new Scandinavian-style woodland lodges are in the historic grounds of Blair Castle and will be available from the begining of July. The two and three bedroom lodges will offer a wonderful opportunity for couples or families to relax and enjoy the spectacular surroundings of Atholl Estates. 

Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk Contact: Ginny Lawson at ginny@ginnylawsonpr.com.
Press trips to Cumbria
The English county of Cumbria is home to the Lake District National Park, considered one of the most beautiful areas of the United Kingdom. Cumbria tourism will be delighted to consider arranging press trips for Alliance members.

Visit : www.golakes.co.uk. Contact : Nicola Hewitson at pressoffice@cumbriatourism.org. 

See : Reasons to write about : Summer events in Cumbria

For ongoing opportunities  see the Alerts section of this bulletin or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com click opportunities.

· Leads
Mendoza wine estate, Argentina

Familia Zuccardi, winner of the Innovative Wine Tourism Experience 2008 award, has launched a classic car tour of their award-winning Mendoza wine estate in Argentina.
A fleet of restored classic cars from Britain and the United States now offer tourists a novel new wine experience. Thirsty motorists can choose to be chauffeured around the vineyards in a range of vintage and antique automobiles, all lovingly restored, some dating back to the late 1920s.

Visit : www.familiazuccardi.com. Contact : Ian Palmer at ian@randr.co.uk
Pilgrimage holidays 

Joe Walsh Tours' who organize ilgrimage holidays say the five most popular are :
Lourdes, Medjugorie , Fatima, San Giovanni Rotondo and the Shrines of France.

Visit : www.joewalshtours.com. Contact : Eavanne Ryan at eavanne@travelmedia.ie. 

Seattle
The ‘Bite of Seattle’ (July 17 to 19) features more than 100 food booths, four beer gardens and seven outdoor entertainment stages hosting 150 acts.Award winning chefs from across the city offer demonstrations, including Tom Douglas, and the festival also showcases the finest wines from across Washington State, which is the second largest wine producing state in the USA with more than 600 wineries.

Visit www.biteofseattle.com and www.visitseattle.org. Contact : Samantha Preece at samantha@firstpr.co.uk 

Exodus
Leading adventure tour operator Exodus has a range of adventure and active holidays to seven continents with places as diverse as Kilimanjaro, Machu Picchu, the Ice Hotel and Antarctica. 

Operating in 90 countries with over 450 tours, Exodus focuses on low impact tourism and increasingly looks to bring benefit to local communities.Activities on offer include walking, trekking, cycling, mountain biking, rafting, kayaking, caving, cross country skiing, snowshoeing and dog sledding.

Visit www.exodus.co.uk. Contact : Lois Kettlewell at Lois.Kettlewell@fourcommunications.com.

The Rocky Mountaineer
The Rocky Mountaineer train allows visitors to experience the Canadian Rockies from the comfort of a railway carriage. Canada Collection's seven night trip starts in Calgary and ends in Vancouver.

Visit www.canadacollection.ie. Contact :  Lisa Hughes at lisa@travelmedia.ie.

Qantas
Qantas has won the 2009 Australian International Design Award of the Year for its A380 economy seat. Visit : www.qantas.com. Contact : Sophia Connelly at sophiaconnelly@qantas.com.au. 

Cardington House, Jersey
Formally a private residence, Cardington House has recently opened as a five bedroom luxury boutique hotel on the British dependency island of Jersey, which lies off the coast of Normandy, France. Visit : www.cardingtonhouse.com. Contact : Emma Snow at emmasnow@columbia.je.  

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

· The year ahead

Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on events and celebrations worldwide. Sponsored by The Year Ahead.

Auckland International Film Festival, New Zealand

10 July 2009 to 26 July 2009 (annual, 41st)

Part of the International New Zealand Film Festival showcasing international films.

Event Intelligence. 

Visit : www.nzff.co.nz.  Contact : Shelley McCarten at shelley@nzff.co.nz. 

Just Dogs Live, UK
10 July 2009 to 12 July 2009 (annual)

East of England Showground, Peterborough, UK. Over 9000 dogs from around the world compete, comprising 130 different breeds. Features over 50 specialist trade stands, plus show jumping and dressage events. 

Visit : www.showground.org.uk and www.eastofengland.org.uk. Contact : Vikki Guy at vguy@eastofengland.org.uk.

London Bridge Festival, UK 

10 July 2009 to 25 July 2009 (annual, 1st)

The London Bridge Festival will feature comedy, music, poetry, film, theatre, street shows, art and photography in the area where Chaucer, Shakespeare, Blake and Dickens lived in or were inspired by.

Event Intelligence. Celebrating the 800th anniversary of when London Bridge first opened (July 11)..

Visit : www.londonbridgefestival.com. Contact : Greg Tallent at greg@londonbridgefestival.com. 

Scotiabank Caribana Festival, Canada 

14 July 2009 to 03 August 2009 (annual, 42nd)

Also known as the Toronto Caribbean Carnival, the festival is famous for its calypso dancing, steel pan drums and elaborate masquerade costumes. The largest outdoor festival in North America. Highlights include the parade, Caribbean music concerts, calypso harbour cruise parties, King & Queen Of The Bands Competition and the two-day Olympic Island Caribbean Arts Festival. New events for 2009 include The Laugh & Lime, Taste Of The Caribbean and Miss Carnival World.

Visit : www.caribanafestival.com and www.caribanatoronto.com. Contact : Bobby Adore at info@gocaribana.com.

The Original Ann Arbor Street Art Fair, USA
15 July 2009 to 18 July 2009 (annual, 50th)

The Original Ann Arbor Street Art Fair in Ingalls Mall, Ann Arbor, Michigan has four simultaneous art fairs, exhibiting 1100 artists work. Featured artist is Nicario Jimenez.

Visit : www.artfair.org. Contact : Shary Brown at sbrown@artfair.org. 

International Tokyo Toy Show, Japan
16 July 2009 to 19 July 2009 (annual, 5th)

Japanese and international exhibitors showcase over 36,000 of the latest toys and gadgets. Features performances from popular children's TV characters and a Kid's Park. Largest toy exhibition in Japan. Over 120,000 visitors from 25 countries attend

Visit : www.toys.or.jp. Contact : otoiawase2009@toys.or.jp.

Ghent Festivities (Gentse Feesten), Belgium
18 July 2009 to 27 July 2009 (annual)

Ghent Festivities at various venues throughout Ghent includes free parties, parades and entertainment. Always includes four festivals MiramirO, The Iinternational Puppet Busker Festival, Gent Jazz Festival and 10 Days Off. Features over 900 events. Over 1.5 million people attend.

Visit : www.gentsefeesten.be. Contact : gentinfo@gent.be. 

Reggae Sumfest, Jamaica
19 July 2009 to 25 July 2009 (annual, 17th)

Reggae Sumfest in Montego Bay, St James, Jamaica features a beach party, rockers' nights, dancehall night and international night. Around 55,000 revellers attend.

Visit : www.reggaesumfest.com. Contact : Marcia McDonnough at press@reggaesumfest.com. 

Fuji Rock Festival, Japan
24 July 2009 to 26 July 2009 (annual, 13th)

The Fuji Rock Festival in Niigata, Japan sees Japanese and international acts performing over multiple stages in a forest setting. Japan's biggest rock fest and one of the major fixtures on the international rock calendar. 

Visit : www.fujirockfestival.com. Contact : James Smith at james@smash-uk.com.

Bayonne Festival, France
29 July 2009 to 02 August 2009 (annual, 6th)

A Basque festival in Bayonne Festival featuring street parties, folk dancing and Bandas concerts, Landaise cow racing and bullfighting.

Visit : www.bayonne-tourisme.com and www.fetes.bayonne.fr. Contact : promotion@bayonne-tourisme.com.

Sturgis Motorcycle Rally, USA

03 August 2009 to 09 August 2009 (annual, 69th)

The Sturgis Motorcycle Rally in Sturgis, South Dakota is a major motorcycling festival features vending and exhibitor lots, concerts, organised rides and tours, demos, shows and races. Around 500,000 visitors attend, from all over the US and Canada, as well as other countries.

Visit : www.sturgismotorcyclerally.com and www.sturgisrallysite.com. Contact : Brenda Vasknetz at info@sturgismotorcyclerally.com. 

Edinburgh Comedy Festival, Scotland 

05 August 2009 to 31 August 2009 (annual, 2nd)

The comedy festival showcases every style of contemporary comedy including stand-up, sketch, improv, poetry, musical and comic theatre. Organised and hosted by the Assembly Rooms, Gilded Balloon, Pleasance and Underbelly.

Visit : www.edcomfest.com. Contact : Tim Groves at info@edcomfest.co.uk. 

Edinburgh Festival Fringe 

07 August 2009 to 31 August 2009 (annual, 63rd)

Massive event features over 18,000 performers taking part in over 30,000 performances at 2000 shows. Largest arts festival in the world, originally launched in 1947 (alongside the Edinburgh International Festival) as a post-War initiative to re-unite Europe through culture. Attracts upwards of 750,000. Boasts a 75% market share of the total combined audience figures for all the city's festivals taking place throughout the year, generating around £75m for Edinburgh and the Scottish economy. 

Visit : www.edfringe.com and www.edinburghfestivals.com. Contact : Owen O'Leary on 07815 992 658.

Lollapalooza - festival, USA

07 August 2009 to 09 August 2009 (annual, 13th)

The Lollapalooza – festival in Grant Park, Chicago, Illinois features 130 bands playing over nine stages. Over 200,000 revellers attend in total, around 75,000 per day.

Visit : www.lollapalooza.com. Contact : Brittany Pearce at brittany@freshcleanmedia.com. 

For more information on The Year Ahead visit : www.yearahead.co.uk. Contact : Robert Reeves at Robert.Reeves@profilegroup.co.uk. 

· Reasons to write about

Niagara Parks Commission, Canada

Niagara Parks surround Niagara Falls and runs 56 km (32 miles) along the Niagara River Corridor from the Town of Fort Erie through to the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake.  

The Falls themselves are spectacular waterfalls on the Niagara River, straddling the international border between the Canadian province of Ontario and the US state of New York. 

The falls are 17 miles (27 km) north-northwest of Buffalo, New York and 75 miles (120 km) south-southeast of Toronto, Ontario, between the twin cities of Niagara Falls, Ontario, and Niagara Falls, New York.

Niagara Falls is composed of two major sections separated by Goat Island. Horseshoe Falls, the majority of which lies on the Canadian side of the border, and American Falls on the American side. The smaller Bridal Veil Falls are also located on the American side, separated from the main falls by Luna Island.

Niagara Parks Commission (NPC) is an Agency of the Government of Ontario established in 1885 to preserve and enhance Niagara Falls and the Niagara River Corridor for the enjoyment of visitors while remaining financially self-sufficient.


Niagara Parks is a free provincial park for visitors to enjoy.  Niagara Parks oversees attractions within the parks that have admission rates.

The Niagara Falls & Great Gorge Adventure Pass includes Journey Behind the Falls, Maid of the Mist, White Water Walk, Niagara’s Fury, and two days of all day transportation on the People Mover.

Visit : www.niagaraparks.com. Contact : Holly Goertzen at hgoertzen@niagaraparks.com. 
Iceland 

Discover the World, a specialist tour operator to Iceland, runs a range of self drives, city breaks and escorted tours with a range of special interest holidays including superjeep adventures, horse riding, world class fishing and exclusive photographic tours.

Visit : www.discover-the-world.co.uk.  Contact : Monica Durksen at Monica@discover-the-world.co.uk.

Family attractions in Antigua

SubCat Antigua, is the Caribbean island’s first submarine diving tour and latest family attraction. 

Antigua, located in the Caribbean Sea, is a 108-square mile limestone and coral island recognized for its numerous coves, bays, 365 white sand beaches and clear waters. 

The sister island of Barbuda lies 27 miles northeast of Antigua with a land area of 62 square miles. 

The uninhabited island of Redonda lies 34 miles south west of Antigua and is 0.6 square miles.

With a dive site located off the south west coast of Antigua at Winter Hill, the fully air-conditioned, 28-passenger SubCat Antigua submarine dives down to depths of up to 100ft/30m. 

At over 90m long the vessel is very spacious and offers maximum viewing opportunities. 

Down on the sea bed visitors have the chance to marvel at stingrays, turtles and various types of sharks as well as hundreds of varieties of tropical fish and species of coral.

Other family activities on Antigua include include Stingray City (www.stingraycityantigua.com), a reef where visitors swim alongside the rays in their natural environment or an eco-kayaking trip through mangroves and uninhabited islands with turtles and stingrays with Antigua Paddles (www.antiguapaddles.com). 

The Antigua Rainforest Canopy Tour (www.antiguarainforest.com) offers visitors a journey through the rainforests. 

Visitors go from tree to tree via an assortment of suspension bridges, zip lines and swings, climaxing with a daredevil 60-foot drop. 

For a ‘swashbuckling Caribbean adventure onboard a pirate schooner’ there’s the Pirates of Antigua tour (www.piratesofantigua.com). The Black Swan comes complete with flying skull and crossbones flags, Antiguan calypso music and ‘Pirate Grog’.  The anchor is dropped at Deep Bay to explore the reefs and wrecks by snorkel. 

Visit : www.antigua-barbuda.com. Contact : Emma Goodwin at emma@ktapr.com. 

Summer events in Cumbria

The English county of Cumbria is home to the Lake District National Park, considered one of the most beautiful areas of the United Kingdom. 

Cumbria tourism will be delighted to consider arranging press trips for Alliance members.

Coniston Water Festival, Coniston

3-4 July

This annual event is based on and around the iconic Coniston water. Visit www.conistonwaterfestival.org.uk 


Langwathby Scarecrow Festival, Penrith
11-12 July

Venture out on the annual scarecrow trail to see the many weird and wonderful characters in locations as varied as village greens, schools, the pubs and tea-rooms.  Visit :www.langwathbyscarecrows.co.uk
Cumberland County Show, Brampton, near Carlisle

18 July

Old Cumberland’s rich agricultural heritage comes to life with hundreds of fascinating displays and stands, animals, day-long entertainment and crafts. Visit :www.cumberlandshow.co.uk 

Maryport Blues Festival, Maryport
24-26 July

Visit the small harbour town of Maryport to see over 40 bands and more than 150 individual musicians from all over the world.  This year’s guests include Jethro Tull and John Mayall. Visit : www.maryportblues.com 

Ribblehead Viaduct Walk
26 July

Enjoy the unique experience of walking over the 24 arches of the famous Ribblehead Viaduct and celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the announcement of the saving of the Settle-Carlisle Railway. Visit : www.settlecarlisle.co.uk 

Kendal Calling, Kendal
31 July-2 August

Getting bigger and bolder every year, Kendal Calling is becoming one of the best indie music festivals in the Northwest. Visit : www.kendalcalling.co.uk 

The Lakes Chilli Fest, near Kendal

15-16 August

Levens Hall with its world-famous gardens attracts thousands of visitors each year. It also hosts The Lakes Chilli Fest, an annual celebration of anything and everything to do with the chilli. Visit : www.chillifest.co.uk.

Solfest, Silloth
28th-30 August

Now firmly established on the music festival calendar this award-winning family-friendly gathering offers up a ‘real’ outdoor music and arts event experience. Visit : www.solwayfestival.co.uk 

Mintfest - International Street Arts Festival, Kendal
28-30 August

The best of the world’s street entertainers, jugglers, magicians and musicians flock to the streets and parks of Kendal. Visit :www.lakesalive.org

Grasmere Lakeland Sports & Show, Grasmere
30 August

The original and world famous event has a history that stretches back eight centuries and brings together a truly fascinating range of traditional sports including Cumberland and Westmorland wrestling, hound trails, mountain races and more. Visit : www.grasmeresportsandshow.co.uk 

Visit : www.golakes.co.uk. Contact : Nicola Hewitson at pressoffice@cumbriatourism.org

Barro Colorado Island, Panama
Located a few miles from Panama City, Barro Colorado Island the largest forested island in the Panama Canal waterway and its five adjoining peninsulas forms the Barro Colorado Natural Monument.

It is a dense rainforest is the perfect environment for endless species of animals and plants in a protected reserve 

The Chagres River was dammed during the construction of the Canal (1910 to 1914) and as its waters rose to form Gatun Lake, a small mountain of 476 ft. was isolated from the mainland and formed Barro Colorado Island. 

This island lodges one of the stations of the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute, that for over 80 years have studied the diversity of fauna and flora of this place and its importance to humanity.This small but valuable stretch of land is shelter for many species of animals, from insects like fire ants and many others, to 120 mammal species and five species of native monkeys of Panama. 

Visit : www.panamatours.com. Contact :Carla Reyes : creyes@publicuatro.com. 

Cowes Week, UK

First held in 1826, Cowes Week (1 to 8 August) on and around the Isle of Wight is the oldest and largest sailing regatta in the world with up to 40 daily races for over 1,000 boats.

Cowes Week is a combination of competitive sailing and social activities. The 8,500 competitors range from Olympic and world class professionals to weekend sailors.  

More than 100,000 spectators come to watch the sailing, enjoy the parties and live entertainment, and to experience the unique atmosphere. It is genuinely a one-of-a-kind event – come and see for yourself! 

The festivities continue into the night with parties and balls all week, including the fabulous RNLI ball on Monday 3 August (tickets available from mid April), and live music throughout the many bars and pubs. 

A highlight every year is the world-renowned fireworks on the final Friday of Cowes Week, when tens of thousands flock from near and far to watch the spectacular display over the Solent.

For information on places to visit, eat and stay on the Island visit www.gowight.net or www.islandbreaks.co.uk.  

Visit : www.cowesweek.co.uk. Contact : Caroline Reincke at caroline@focuspr.co.uk. 

Learning holidays in West Virginia

West Virginia offers a rich heritage and culture that complement the region’s highland forests and mountains of the Allegheny and Appalachian ranges.

A range of 7-day courses compiled by the Elderhostel between October to December take advantage of the splendour of the fall colour and three areas of the state: Charleston, the capital city, Elkins, an historic town in the Potomac Highlands and Ripley, nestled in the Appalachian foothills. 

The Old-Time Week course immerses its participants in Appalachian mountain music and folk culture. The Heritage Crafts week includes learning a collection of rare historic crafts and artefacts and time with masters of West Virginia’s traditional music and crafts and noted folklorists. 

The West Virginia Film Festival/Film Production course takes place in Charleston and individual craft skill courses range from Stained Glass, Woodcarving or Woodturning, Faux Painting Techniques, Basketry, Quilting and Watercolour in Ripley. 

Visit www.wvtourism.com. Contact : Jane Wilson at jane@attachecommunications.co.uk. 

Ceramics and crafts of Japan

Esprit Travel has created a 9-day Ceramics and Crafts of Japan Tour through the kilns and ceramic artists' studios of three quintessential kiln towns--historic Bizen, picturesque Hagi and seaside Karatsu. 

Participants will meet practicing artists one-on-one, to learn about traditional and contemporary techniques, influences and expressions. With 25,000 working potters and dozens of styles dating back many centuries, Japan leads the world in both ceramic technique and innovation. 

Visit : www.esprittravel.com.  Contact : Elaine Baran at ebaran@esprittravel.com.  

  

Oasis of the Seas
Oasis of the Seas will be the first cruise ship to feature a traditional fairground carousel.

Hand-crafted from poplar wood and especially created for Royal Caribbean International, this full-sized, traditional carousel took eight months to complete. 

It will feature 21 figures suspended from stainless steel poles showcasing a time-honored menagerie of animals such as zebras, giraffes and lions, alongside a variety of hand-painted horses including a princess horse and a crowned frog prince.
Visit : www.oasisoftheseas.com. Contact Katie Wright at katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk
Wildlife in Slovakia
Mountain Paradise is running wildlife tours in Slovakia’s Tatra Mountains.

Led by expert guides and mountain rangers, they take participants to areas of the Western and Belianske Tatra National Park, previously inaccessible to tourists, and offer the chance to see a  selection of Slovakia’s abundant and diverse wildlife including: brown bears, wolves, roe and red deer, the elusive lynx and the endangered Tatra chamois. 

Pine martins and many birds of prey including golden eagles and falcons also inhabit the area. 

The tours run on selected dates between June and October
Visit : www.mountainparadise.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 
St. Pete/Clearwater, Florida, USA

Two beaches in the St. Pete/Clearwater area of Florida made TripAdvisor’s list of the top ten beaches in the USA.

Fort De Soto Park took top honours for the second consecutive year, while Honeymoon Island State Park ranked ninth on the list.

visit www.VisitSPC.com. Contact : Mary Kalemkaryan at mary.kalemkaryan@fleishmaneurope.com
Dartmouth, UK
Two hundred sailing craft of all sizes from dinghies to yachts will compete in more than 15 racing events between Thursday 27 and Saturday 29 August during the Port of Dartmouth Royal Regatta, which forms part of Dartmouth Week (23-30 August). 

The regatta takes place against the backdrop of the picturesque South Devon town of Dartmouth, whose quaint houses line the harbour and creep up the gently sloping hills beyond.  
Visit : www.dartmouthregatta.co.uk and www.visitsouthdevon.co.uk. Contact : Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one

· A place to stay

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Loch Ness Lodge, Scotland

Loch Ness Lodge, a luxury Highland retreat overlooking Loch Ness, Scotland has been named the AA Guest Accommodation of the Year Scotland. Visit : www.loch-ness-lodge.com. Contact ; Caroline Keith at caroline@thekeithconsultancy.co.uk. 

Orchid Resorts & Escapes

Orchid Resorts & Escapes, which has a portfolio of four and five-star properties, has just opened Soho House, a boutique hotel and members only club in New York City’s Meat Packing district.

Other properties include the Inn on the Beach located on Plum Island in Massachusetts and Dunton Hot Springs, Colorado’s.  

Visit www.orchidworldwide.com. Contact : Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widness-co-pr.com.

The Upper House, Hong Kong 

The Preferred Hotel Group is to open The Upper House in October 2009. The hotel is located in the business district of Pacific Place in Admiralty, Hong Kong Island's premier integrated commercial and retail complex

Visit www.PreferredHotels.com. Contact : Christine Cheong at CCheong@PreferredHotelGroup.
ABaC Hotel & Restaurant, Barcelona, Spain
The 5* ABaC Hotel & Restaurant is surrounded with gardens, in the heart of the city. It consists on 2 buildings integrated in a garden. 
Visit : www.arteh-hotels.com.  Contact : Eva de Aurora at eva@evadehotels.com.

Shangri-La’s Villingili Resort and Spa, Maldives
Shangri-La’s Villingili Resort and Spa, Maldives, the first luxury resort south of the equator in the Maldives, opens on 26 July 2009. 
The boutique-style resort is located on Addu Atoll, on six kilometres of coastline and nearly two kilometres of white sandy beach. 

The three-kilometre-long island features 12 hectares of lush vegetation, 17,000 coconut trees and 45 species of plants. 
The island also has three freshwater lagoons, naturally tinged red, green and blue. Guests will be able to enjoy walking trails, prodigious wildlife and a plethora of underwater discoveries.       


Visit : www.shangri-la.com. Contact : Kate Jones at kate.jones@shangri-la.com. 
The Preferred Hotel Group
Ten new properties have joined the Preferred Hotel Group including : 
The Hotel St. Francis, Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA


The Hotel St. Francis traces its history to the Palace Hotel, built in the 1880s. When it was destroyed by fire, the owners rebuilt in 1923, joining a two-story building from 1888 on the north side with a new three-story building to create the Hotel St. Francis. 

During the 1930s and 1940s, when the state capitol was across the street, the hotel was a popular gathering place for politicians. Guestrooms and suites feature period beds, elegant furnishings, high ceilings, and casement windows, many with views of the Sangre de Cristo mountains.

The Battle House, Mobile, Alabama, USA


Originally built in 1852, The Battle House, Renaissance is located in Mobile's revitalized downtown near the riverfront and Arthur R. Outlaw Convention Center. 

Established on the site of a military headquarters set up by Andrew Jackson during the war of 1812, the property served as a Confederate hospital during the Civil War, hosted many American generals and statesmen, and was the center of local high society for more than a century. Guestrooms evoke the opulence of gracious Southern living and provide the reassurance of modern conveniences and technology.

Town House 8, Milan, Italy


Town House 8, is Milan's newest hotel in the heart of the historic Galleria Vittorio Emanuelle II. All 11 chic guestrooms offer a panoramic view of one of the most renowned monuments in Milan, the Galleria. The ballroom is decorated with paintings dating from the 15th century.

Visit : www.prefferedhotelgroup.com. Contact : Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucre.co.uk. 

The Kempinski Hotel Aqaba, Jordan
The Kempinski Hotel Aqaba, Jordan, has opened on the sandy shores of the Red Sea.

Aqaba offers year round sunshine and some of the best diving and coral reefs in the world. The contrast in scenery makes this city one of the most beautiful in Jordan with its mountainous backdrop and white sandy beaches fringed with palm trees.

 

Visit : www.kempinski-aqaba.com. Contact : Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Working with the Alliance 

The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

Grand UK Holidays

Grand UK Holidays offers coach tours, cruises, self-drive breaks and holidays by air exclusively for the over-55s. It offers mainly UK holidays but also medium and long-haul destinations.

Visit : www.grandukholidays.com. Contact :Samantha Mayling at samanthamayling@aol.com 

Hornblower Cruises & Events
Hornblower Cruises in San Diego offers sightseeing and dining cruises as well as private charters on San Diego Bay. We offer complimentary Media Passes. 

Visit : www.hornblower.com. Contact : Rebecca Milkey at milkey@hornblower.com 

Katarina Line Travel Agency
Katarina Line is one of Croatia's premier cruise specialist with a fleet of 30 vintage and motor sailing ships providing guaranteed departures from end of April till middle October departing from the major ports of Opatija, Split and Dubrovnik.  Cruises operate on weekly basis and with seven different itineraries covering all of the highlights of Croatian coast and islands. With a fleet of over 30 ships ranging from basic to deluxe accommodation, these cruises are ideal for individuals and groups in search of crystal clear sea and beaches, at the same time exploring the little coastal towns and island villages.

Visit : www.katarina-line.hr. Contact : Daniel Hauptfed at info@katarina-line.hr 

Kingfisher Bay Resort
Fraser Explorer Tour and Cool Dingo Tour programs are designed to provide enjoyable nature-based tourism experiences on Queensland�s World Heritage-listed Fraser Island, while creating minimal impact on the environment. Interpretive expert rangers take guests to explore Fraser Island's significant natural and geographical features and Aboriginal and European histories whilst the resort's own grounds provide the basis of Ranger-guided nature and eco walks.

Visit : www.kingfisherbay.com. Contact :Jodi Clark at jodi_clark@kingfisherbay.com. 

Luxury Worldwide Tours
Luxury Worldwide Tours is an online travel consultancy specialising in offering customers escorted and private tours and treks, adventure travel, safaris and other luxury holidays.

Visit : www.luxuryworldwidetours.co.uk. Contact :Andrea Wren at andrea@luxuryworldwideholidays.co.uk. 

Pedalers Pub & Grille
Bike tours in Thailand, Bhutan, Vietnam, China, Bali, New Zealand, Tahiti, Alaska, India and more.

Visit : www.pedalerspubandgrille.com. Contact : Tom Sheehan at rides@pedalerspubandgrille.com.

Ride for a cause
Ride for A Cause, organizes week long walking and or cycling fundraising events in places like Ireland, Italy, and Spain.

Visit Website: www.rfac.org. Contact : Robert Webber at rwebber@rfac.org.

Receptour Peru

Receptour is Peru's leading tour operator / DMC with almost 40 years of experience in handling and arranging tours " services throughout Peru for all kinds of clients. Specializing in tailor-made programs that suit each client's individual needs, we operate FITs and groups of all sizes, as well as incentives. Our own offices in Lima, Cusco, Puno, and Arequipa allow us to emphasize on a highly reliable personalized service.

Visit : www.receptour.com. Contact : Alonso Roggero at aroggero@receptour.com 

Safari Consultants

Safari Consultants are the UK's oldest company specialising in designing individual tailor-made holidays to East and Southern Africa. 

Visit : www.safari-consultants.co.uk. Contact : Fi Culligan at fi@safariconsultantuk.com 

Agencies

The Spa PR Company

Spa specialist PR & Marketing agency communicating with the UK public.  Providing comment on trends and developments within the world spa market, their managing director is also a leading spokesperson for the spa industry

Visit : www.thespaprcompany.com. Contact : Tracey Stapleton at tracey@thespaprcompany.com 

The Tartan Group

The Tartan Group is a leading PR firm, which specializes in travel, tourism, real estate and resort development. 

Visit : www.tartangroup.ca. Contact : Christine Gleed at christine@tartangroup.ca. 

Tartan Public Relations
Travel PR is a leading travel hospitality and real estate PR firm reprsenting some of the most exlcusive resorts and travel destinations in the Pacific Northwest.

Visit : www.tartanpr.com. Contact : Nancie Hall at nancie@ns.sympatico.ca. 

TerraCom Communications
TerraCom Communications Group is a marketing communications and public relations firm specializing in tourism, arts and culture. 

Visit : www.terracomgroup.net. Contact : Nora Weber at noraw@terracomgroup.net. 

tion London
A multi-platform agency, covering varied trade and consumer lifestyle accounts, including travel

Visit : www.tionlondon.co.uk. Contact : Siobhan Kindness at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk 

TJM Communications
TJM is a public relations agency whose clients are hospitality and hotels.

Visit : www.tjmcommunications.com. Contact : Treva Marshall at treva@tjmcommunications.com 

· Alerts
This section of the bulletin contains details on ongoing offers to Alliance members. As such this information appears in each issue.

· Atholl Estates are launching five new Woodland Lodges on the estate this Summer and would be delighted to consider press trips for Alliance members. These new Scandinavian-style woodland lodges are in the historic grounds of Blair Castle and will be available from the begining of July.  The two and three bedroom lodges will offer a wonderful opportunity for couples or families to relax and enjoy the spectacular surroundings of Atholl Estates. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk Contact: Ginny Lawson at ginny@ginnylawsonpr.com.
· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn,, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Yapham Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.yaphamcottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436
· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.saillofts.co.uk. Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: http://www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635.

· MSC Cruises will be delighted to consider offering cruise trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.msccruises.com. Contact: Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton on 212.330.0702 or at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· Sandra Shevey runs Alfred Hitchcock location walks and tours around London`s cockney street markets and market walks including night time walks, an early morning ramble, a prose/poetry walk, a film locations walk, etc. Visit : www.geocities.com. Contact : sandra_shevey@yahoo.com. 
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities, the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains. Bike the Whites will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.bikethewhites.com. Contact: Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

· Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

Anova Books

www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone

Visit : www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

 www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing

www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Kuperard Publishers
 
www.kuperard.co.uk. Caroline Eden at caroline@kuperard.co.uk
Lonely Planet

 

www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Morris Communications 

www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Rough Guides 

www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft

www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

Travel products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Magellan's

Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding.

The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful and appreciated products and provides travelers with :

· a single source of state-of-the-art, quality travel products 

· up-to-the-minute and well-researched information to meet the needs of all travelers, and 

· an exceptional customer experience 

Magellan’s will be pleased to offer its products for review purposes to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk
Girlstravelclub.co.uk is an online boutique specialising in natural, organic and stylish travel accessories for women travellers. In addition to travel gear and clothes, they also provide;
· natural travel remedies and insect repellents 

· packing lists and lots of tips for safe and healthy travel 

· their own range of recycled leather travel accessories 

· their own range of organic travel beauty products 

· responsibly sourced travel journals and stationery 

· Travelskills courses run in the heart of the Sussex countryside, providing bushcraft and survival knowledge for female travellers.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk will be delighted to offer products for review to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one, and are happy to give writers the opportunity to join them on one of their Travelskills survival courses.

 

Visit : www.girlstravelclub.co.uk. Contact Becci on 07766 016502 or at info@girlstravelclub.co.uk
The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
The International Travel Writers Alliance
The Alliance (www.itwalliance.com) provides information and support to over 7,400 professionals who travel to write, broadcast or create images.
 
AllWays 

 
AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com) is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance. 
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