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Providing key information on a no-frills format for who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. 

The media contacts listed will always be pleased to hear from Alliance members. When requesting ‘press trip’ facilities members should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Editor: Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com or 0776 419 8286

Archive issues : www.itwalliance.com.
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Group and individual press trip opportunities
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Brief news and information items on travel and tourism industry initiatives

3 : The year ahead

Events and celebrations of interest sponsored by The Year Ahead 

4 : Reasons to write about …

Information on destinations and travel pursuits from Alliance partners and agencies

5 : A place to stay

Opportunities for Alliance members to review new and unusual accommodation
6 : Working with Alliance members

Travel partners and agencies keen to work with Alliance members.

Ongoing information 

7: Alerts 

Bullet point information on destinations, accommodation and travel pursuits that offer ongoing press trip opportunities to travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers

8 : Travel products and services 

Providers of travel products or services happy to provide Alliance members with review items.

9 : Travel guides 

Travel publishers that are happy to provide Alliance members with review copies

10 : The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

Information on the Alliance and AllWays 

Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.  We do no pass on contact details of our members without their direct permission.

· Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Lucerne, Switzerland
Switzerland is renowned for its healthy living, pure air and wholesome wellbeing and Alliance members are welcome to apply for a place on a soft-adventure press trip from Sunday 13 to Tuesday 15 September 2009.
 

The Palace, Luzern sits on the shores of Lake Lucerne, with stunning views across the water to the snow capped Alps beyond.  

First an excursion to Mount Rigi, the archetype of a Swiss mountain with cow paddocks, alps, trains, hiking paths and panoramic views.  It is known as the “Queen of the Mountains” and it is from here the Turner painted a famous series of watercolours.

 

The following day, we will have breakfast on the Stanserhorn; this mountain has resident rangers on the trails to give hikers information on flora and fauna; again it is easy to understand why artists came this far for the stunning views.

 

To ensure you do not leave Switzerland with any aching muscles, we will arrange a spa treatment in the hotel’s ESPA and, as this trip coincides with the renowned Lucerne Festival at the stunning KKL, if time permits, we will arrange tickets to hear the Chicago Symphony Orchestra.

 

The Palace has recently undergone a rolling programme of extensive refurbishment to regain its place as one of Luzern’s most prestigious properties.  

Despite being a Grande Dame, it has an open and approachable atmosphere that immediately puts guests at ease.

 

The trip will be paced to ensure that everyone enjoys it and no one is stretched beyond their capabilities, but you will need sensible walking shoes.

Visit : www.lhw.com. Contact Shelley-Anne Claircourt at info@pressoffice.co.uk. 

Tropical Sky Scuba Diving, Egypt

Recently launched tour operator, Tropical Sky Scuba Diving, which specialises in luxury diving holidays to tropical places, is happy to consider offering an individual press trip Alliance members to discover the fantastic diving opportunities in Egypt.

Suitable for novices and experienced divers, the Red Sea off Sharm El Sheikh in Egypt is renowned for being a first-class diving destination with crystal clear waters and warm climate year round.  The area boasts over a thousand species of fish and an exceptional living reef, forming an elaborate system of caves, lagoons, gardens and plateaus.

With its short flight time and convenient location just outside the Eurozone, Egypt is the most accessible diving destination to the UK and offers great value-for-money in these recessionary times. 

Tropical Sky Scuba Diving is happy to consider trips with flights, accommodation and dive sessions for certified or non-certified divers.  

To confirm your interest, please respond with a firm commission to Hayley Smith or Beth Kendall at info@citruspr.co.uk or on  01590 676432. 

Visit : www.holidays4scubadiving.co.uk. 

Savannah Dream Vacations 

Savannah's premiere luxury vacation rental company, Savannah Dream Vacations, invites travel writers to spend a few sultry, summer days and nights in the city. Its beautifully restored properties are located in the heart of the Historic District, overlooking Forsyth Park, the crown jewel of Savannah's squares, and are within walking distance to all attractions and the best that romantic Savannah has to offer. 

The following will be included:

· 2 night's accommodation in one of our luxury properties (www.savannahdreamvacations.com)

· In-suite Massage (1 hour)

· Historic Tour in a classic Cadillac convertible (www.classiccaddytours.com)

· Lunch with Hosts at Six Pence Pub

· Private Honey Tasting at Savannah Bee Company (www.savannahbee.com)

· Ghost Tour with Hearse Ghost Tours (www.hearseghosttours.com)

· 2 Passes to Savannah Trolley (www.trolleytours.com/Savannah)

· Dinner one night with Hosts at noted Savannah Restaurant (Local11Ten or the Olde Pink House)

· Transportation to and from Savannah International Airport

Qualified travel writers are requested to submit a Letter of Assignment and 3 recent samples of articles in travel publications. Clips and links are acceptable. 

We are especially seeking qualified travel writers researching luxury vacation rentals as an affordable alternative to hotels and bed and breakfasts.

Accommodations will be arranged dependent on availability, mid-week only. Writers are welcome to bring one additional guest. Savannah Dream Vacations is family friendly and children are welcome if discussed ahead of time.

Visit : www.savannahdreamvacations.com. Contact : Jeanne-Marie on 912-344-7882 or at info@savannahdreamvacations.com. 

Golf press trips
Golf writers are invited to apply for a place on the following press trips.

Gulf Shores

9 to 13 August 
www.golfgulfshores.com
The chance to experience and write about the unsung golf destination that is Gulf Shores, Alabama. Located on a 32-mile long spit of land between the Gulf of Mexico and Mobile Bay off the coast of western Florida, member courses are close to beaches, one another, and are good to excellent. 

 

Sun Valley Resort

17 to 20 August 

www.sunvalley.com
An American Original, Sun Valley has been one of the world’s most famous resort destinations since the 1930s. 

Sun Valley is an amenity-rich, beloved venue by generations of families, Hollywood actors, California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger and Maria Shriver, Ernest Hemingway (who completed “For Whom the Bell Tolls” in the resort hotel), Olympic caliber skiers, nature lovers, and golf aficionados. This trip will highlight 45 holes there, including the brand new White Clouds Course, which opened last August, and the original Trail Creek Course, which is considered one of the best in the northwest. 

 

Mississippi

25 to 29 September 

www.visitmississippi.org
The Magnolia State is world renowned for its music – Birthplace of the Blues – its southern hospitality, the Mississippi River and Mark Twain, and its casino resorts (it’s the third largest gaming destination in the US after Vegas and Atlantic City. It is increasingly becoming known as one of the best golf-and-gaming destination in the US.

Kauai

11 to 17 October 

www.kauaidiscovery.com
Kauai is golf’s ultimate island green thanks to courses Poipu Bay and Princeville, as well as highly regarded Kauai Lagoons and Puakea. Add in three Conde Nast Traveler Reader Survey top golf resorts – The St. Regis Princeville Resort, Grand Hyatt Kauai Resort & Spa and Kauai Marriott Resort & Beach Club – and Kauai’s other assets and its as good as a golf destination comes. 

Contact : Dan Shepherd at dshepherd@billycaspergolf.com.

goodskiguide

Britain’s biggest skiing and holiday magazines have an opportunity for a journalist with a commercial head to run goodskiguide.com and the new Good Holiday Magazine travel site.

The company needs a journalist or advertising seller experienced with  the web, its language, and its commercial opportunities for features.  The successful applicant, who needs to be a good skier, will have to organise both journalists and ad sellers as well as their Italian, German, French and American agents.

The company is based in the centre of Kingston and the package is OTE £50-£60k with the same amount in free travel.

 CV’s to John Hill, Editor and Publisher, at johnh@goodholidayideas.com
· Leads
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Street View in the UK

Internet users can take a look at British cities through Google Street View in the UK a new partnership between national tourism agency VisitBritain and Google. Users of Google maps can use Street View will be able to take a virtual walking tour of destinations from the nations’ capitals London, Cardiff, Belfast and Edinburgh, and from Southampton to Aberdeen, Bristol to Norwich. Visit : www.visitbritain.com. Contact : Elliott Frisby at Elliott.Frisby@visitbritain.org. 

Santiago de Compostela, Spain 
Santiago de Compostela, the capital of the Region of Galicia. Attracts millions of people from all over the world every year, many of them reaching the end of the Camino de Santiago pilgrimage route. The historic centre is set around the cathedral, which has the UNESCO World Heritage status.

Visit : www.spain.info. Contact : Nori del Arco at press.london@tourspain.es. 

Bletchley Park, UK

Bletchley Park’s ninth annual Polish Day on Sunday 19 July will celebrate the important contribution made by the Poles to the breaking of the Enigma Cipher.

Visit : www.bletchleypark.org.uk. Contact : Caroline Murdoch at caroline@redworks.co.uk. 

Malawi's Nyika Plateau
Nyika Plateau, Malawi reopens to tourists this month. 

Wilderness Safaris (Malawi) have won the concession to run the tourism operations on the 2500m (8000ft) Nyika Plateau in Malawi's oldest and largest National Park. Chelinda Lodge is to be re-built with a tentative opening scheduled for July 2010 but the Camp (cottages) is expected to re-open later this year. The horse safaris for which the Nyika was famous are expected to be revived.


Visit : www.malawitourism.com. Contact : enquiries@malawitourism.com. 


English Heritage
English Heritage’s July events programme bring historical merriment at some of England's most magnificent properties, with events from medieval cookery classes and Gladiator schools to donkey tales and Darwinian style experiments. 

Visit : www.english-heritage.org.uk. Contact : Danielle Bainbridge at Danielle.Bainbridge@uk.grayling.com.

· The year ahead

Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on events and celebrations worldwide. Sponsored by The Year Ahead.

Silverstone Classic

Northamptonshire UK

24 July 2009 to 26 July 2009 (annual)

One of the world's largest classic motor sport events. Features 600 cars competing in over 20 races. Family entertainment includes live music (Pussycat Dolls perform on Friday and Carlos Santana on Saturday), track displays, open paddocks and air displays. 

Visit : www.silverstone.co.uk and www.silverstoneclassic.com. Contact Simon de Mille at simon.demille@goose.co.uk.

The Wickerman Festival
Kirkcarswell, Dumfries & Galloway, Scotland

24 July 2009 to 25 July 2009 (annual, 8th)

Inspired by the eponymous 1973 horror film, with live acts performing over several stages. Climax is the burning of a giant 30ft wicker man sculpture.

Visit : www.thewickermanfestival.co.uk. Contact : Caroline McCleary at carolinemccleary@yahoo.co.uk.

EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 

Wittman Regional Airport, Oshkosh, Wisconsin, USA

27 July 2009 to 02 August 2009

Over 500,000 visitors attend the event billed as the world's greatest aviation celebration featuring 10,000 aircraft on display and entertainment. Evening outdoor screenings show aviation-related films.

Visit : www.airventure.org and www.virgingalactic.com. Contact : Dick Knapinski at convention@eaa.org. 

Inter-Celtic Festival
Lorient, France

31 July 2009 to 09 August 2009 (annual, 39th)

Around 650,000 people attend this celebration of Celtic creative arts through festival of music, theatre and dance. Also includes opportunities to sample local food and drink and participate in creative workshops. One of the largest events in France. Over 4500 international artists perform. Receives media coverage from over 500 journalists each year.

Visit : www.festival-interceltique.com. Contact : Solange Collery at info@solangecollery.com.

International Gilbert & Sullivan Festival
Buxton Opera House and various venues, Buxton, Derbyshire

01 August 2009 to 23 August 2009 (annual, 16th)

Festival celebrating the masters of Victorian comic opera with 30 full Opera House performances and 70 fringe events. Performers range from professional to amateur, with many regional companies from the UK participating, along with members of the Gilbert & Sullivan Society and international troupes. 

A range of awards for the best productions, directors, and individual theatrical or vocal performances are presented.

Visit : www.gs-festival.co.uk. Contact : Neil Smith at neil@aimuk.org.

Lollapalooza - festival

Grant Park, Chicago, Illinois, USA

07 August 2009 to 09 August 2009 (annual, 13th)

Rock and pop music festival featuring 130 bands playing over nine stages. Over 200,000 revellers attend.

Visit : www.lollapalooza.com. Contact : Brittany Pearce at brittany@freshcleanmedia.com.

Twins Days
Twinsburg, Ohio, USA

07 August 2009 to 09 August 2009 (annual, 34th)

World's largest gathering of twins. Siblings take part in a host of events including the Wiener Roast, the Twins Contest, Double Take Parade, 5km run and a chicken barbecue dinner. Over 2000 sets of twins attend.

Visit : www.twinsdays.org. Contact : Sandy Miller at info@twinsdays.org.

Berlin Beer Festival
Berlin, Germany

07 August 2009 to 09 August 2009 (annual, 13th)

Held on the Berlin 'Beer Mile' (which at 2.2 km is the longest 'beer garden' in the world). Around 260 breweries from 86 countries will offer 1800 beer specialities. Major tourist attraction also includes live music across 18 stages. Over 800,000 national and international visitors attend.

Visit : www.bierfestival-berlin.de. Contact : Frank-Peter Bürger at info@pressebuero-buerger.de.

Elvis Week
Memphis, Tennessee, USA

08 August 2009 to 16 August 2009 (annual, 32nd)

Commemoration of the legacy of Elvis Presley, timed to coincide with the anniversary of his death on August 16, 1977.Individual events include pool parties, art exhibitions, coach tours to Elvis' birthplace in Tupelo and candlelight vigils. Attracts media coverage worldwide, as well as national and music press, and radio and TV.

Visit : www.elvisweek.com. Contact : graceland@elvis.com.

Sziget Festival
Óbudai Island, Budapest, Hungary

12 August 2009 to 17 August 2009 (annual, 17th)

Largest music and arts festival in central Europe. Major cultural festival boasts more than 1000 performances each year. Around 400,000 visitors attend.

Visit : www.szigetfestival.com. Contact : Marinka Csaba at csaba.marinka@sziget.hu. 

Malmo Festival
various venues, Malmo, Sweden

14 August 2009 to 21 August 2009 (annual)

Features theatre, comedy, music, sport, food and drink and over 900 hours of free entertainment. Closes with a fireworks display.Themed areas of the city include Kiddieland, the Dance Floor, the Cultural Oasis and the Teen District. Highlight is the Crayfish Party, at which thousands of people sit at around 7.5 miles of trestle tables to gorge on crayfish, bread, cheese, beer and Schnapps. Around 1.4 million visitors attend.

Visit : www.malmofestivalen.se and www.visit-sweden.com. Contact : Sofia Alsterhag at sofia.alsterhag@malmo.se. 

New York International Fringe Festival

various venues, New York City, New York, USA

14 August 2009 to 30 August 2009 (annual)

Biggest multi-arts festival in North America featuring more than 1300 international performances in over 20 venues. Also known as FringeNYC.

Visit : www.fringenyc.org. Contact : info@fringenyc.org.

Salzburg Festival 

Salzburg Race Track, Salzburg

20 August 2009 to 22 August 2009 (annual, 9th)

One of Austria's largest music festivals with music festival held in a picturesque setting. Over 120,000 people attend.

Visit : www.frequency.at. Contact : Harry Jenner at harry@musicnet.at. 

For more information on The Year Ahead visit : www.yearahead.co.uk. Contact : Robert Reeves at Robert.Reeves@profilegroup.co.uk. 

· Reasons to write about

British Columbia, Canada

Haida Gwaii

Haida Gwaii, also known as the Queen Charlotte Islands, are home to the Haida First Nation, as well as lush vegetation and abundant wildlife. 

This archipelago of more than 150 islands is the place to see gray, Orca and humpback whales, seals, sea lions and harbour porpoises rule the waters, while eagles, ravens and scarlet-beaked tufted puffins fly high.  

Haida Gwaii’s ecology makes it home to 39 distinct subspecies of plants and animals in the including seven mammals (like the pine marten and short-tailed weasel), three bird species and fifteen classes of stickleback fish that are found nowhere else in the world.  

While 1.5 million breeding seabirds (12 species) nest on more than 200 islands, islets and rocks in Haida Gwaii, the area’s black bears also prove distinctive.  

There are also the largest black bears in North America which have also developed exceptionally strong jaws in order to consume the abundance of hard-shelled sea creatures.  

Home to centuries-old Haida culture, which includes remnants of ancient communities (long house ruins and still-standing totems) in remote locations in the Gwaii Haanas National Park Reserve and Heritage Site. 

Visit : www.qcinfo.ca.

The Cariboo Chilcotin Coast 

The central coastal region of British Columbia offers wilderness sailing at its best with fjords, estuaries, salmon streams, and old growth forests of the Coast Mountains range. 

Bella Coola Yacht Charters sails from Bella Coola along the coast and through channels, inlets and islands and the province’s famed Great Bear Rainforest. 

White sand beaches of the Hakai Luxbalis Conservatory Provincial Park, Hakai’s 475 square miles of shoreline sheltering seals, otters, dolphins and even Orcas; walks through old growth forests, and cruises through the Fjordlands Recreational Area with views of glacier-capped mountains.

Visit : www.sailbellacoola.com.  

Visit : www.tourismbc.com. Contact : Carla Mont at Carla.Mont@tourismbc.com.

Ibiza

While Ibiza is renowned as a clubbers haven the Spanish Mediterranean island also offers natural beauty, unspoilt beaches and a lush, green interior. 

The Balearics Foundation of Sustainability actively promotes the conservation and protection of the environment and from 15th July to 29 August a selection of ‘Green Workshops’ will tour the beaches of Ibiza to teach locals and visitors essential green values and respect for the environment.

Visit : www.ibiza.travel. Contact : Kate McWilliams at kate@lotus-uk.co.uk. 

Crayfish parties in Finland 

The tradition of arranging a party dedicated to feasting on boiled crayfish originates from Swedish and Russian high society, who at the beginning of the 20th century indulged in the abundantly available crayfish when visiting Finnish resorts. 

Later, the crayfishing season was limited to a couple of months to prevent over-fishing which led to the development of crayfish as a sought-after delicacy.

Crayfish parties are usually held in August or September to mark the end of summer. 

The relaxed and cheerful atmosphere at the dinners is enhanced by drinking songs and schnapps.  Schnapps songs often have humorous contemporary lyrics that appear to be about anything and everything - from appreciation of the magnificent crayfish to the beauty of Finnish women. 

When eating crayfish, strict table manners are set aside. Only a small portion of the body of a crayfish is edible, so sucking and slurping is encouraged to fully enjoy the tasty meat and juices found inside the crayfish. 

Eating is done with one's bare hands with the help of only a small knife for breaking the hard crayfish shell and claws. To protect clothing, it is advisable to tuck a napkin into collars or necklines or to wear a crayfish bib. 

The aromatic herb crown dill is an important decoration that can also be tasted in many of the dishes. Chanterelle soup, potato salad, herring, and smoked fish are seasonal delicacies typically served with the crayfish. 

Visit : www.visitfinland.com. Contact : Meryl Pearlstein at meryl@mdppublicity.com. 

The Jungfrau region, Switzerland 

Since the birth of Alpine tourism in the 18th century, Grindelwald, Wengen, Lauterbrunnen and Mürren have been attracting summer visitors to the superlative scenery of the Jungfrau region, to climb its summits or to wander its trails. 

Over the decades hundreds of kilometres of new footpaths have been created, to join the timeless trails previously known only to local farmers, hunters, traders and crystal gatherers. 

Today it forms part of the Jungfrau-Aletsch-Bietschhorn UNESCO World Natural Heritage Site – the first in the Alps to be granted that status.

The Tour of the Jungfrau Region by Kev Reynolds is published by Cicerone, specialist publishers of over 250 guidebooks for walking, trekking, climbing and mountaineering, cycle touring and hill and mountain skills.

Visit : www.cicerone.co.uk. For a review copy contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk. 

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

· A place to stay

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Three new 5 star hotels in Italy
Golden Tiower Hotel, Florence 

The 5 star Golden Tiower boutique hotel opened the end of May in the heart of Florence next to the historic Palazzo Strozzi (at number 1 of Strozzi Square). It has a medieval hall adorned with 15th century’s frescoes, the possibility of staying in the historic tower, which was the residence of Filippo Strozzi. Visit : www.goldentowerhotel.it. 

The NH Grand Hotel Palazzo, Livorno, Tuscany
The 5 star NH Grand Hotel Palazzo opened June 09 in a historical building dating from the end of the XIX century. It represents one of the most exclusive and carefully restored example of Italian architecture. The NH Grand Hotel Palazzo has more than 100 years of glorious history behind it and its atmosphere echoes the Belle époque era. Visit : www.nh-hotels.com

The Savoia Excelsior Palace, Trieste, Friuli Venezia Giulia
After two years of intensive restoration the 5 star Savoia Excelsior Palace Hotel re-opened this month in the heart of the city, overlooking the Gulf of Trieste. The building dates back to the Austro-Hungarian Empire and the renovation works have carefully preserved the Mitteleuropean style. Visit : www.starhotels.com. 

Preferred Hotel Group
The Preferred Hotel Group will welcome 13 new members to its portfolio next month including : 

Diani Reef Beach Resort & Spa

Mombasa, Kenya

Located on a stretch of unbroken white sand, the Diani Reef Beach Resort & Spa combines chic international design with local flavour. 

Hotel King's Court
Prague, Czech Republic

Hotel Kings Court, which is situated on the Namesti Republiky, one of the city's most fascinating squares, occupies a newly restored, historical neo-Renaissance-style building.

Hotel ZaZa Houston
Houston, Texas, USA

An unexpected blend of history, business, and fashion, the Hotel Zaza Houston is located in the city's beautiful Museum District. 

Natal Ocean Club
Rio Grande Do Norte, Brazil

The Natal Ocean Club Escape is a tropical oasis set on the waterfront along the cliffs of the picturesque coast of Cabo Sao Roque.

The Inn at Harbor Town at the Sea Pines Resort
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina, USA

The AAA Four-Diamond Inn at Harbour Town is located within the 5,000-acre estate of The Sea Pines Resort. 

The Leela Palace, Udaipur

Udaipur, India

The Leela Palace Udaipur stands on the banks of Lake Pichola as a bastion of bygone opulence and grandeur with all 80 guestrooms enjoying views of Udaipur, the Heritage City, Aravalli hills and the City Palace.

The Zuri Kumarakom Kerala Resort & Spa
Kumarakom, India

On the bank of Vembanad Lake, The Zuri Kumarakom Kerala Resort & Spa opened in 2007 and is located in 18 lushly landscaped acres.

Bohemian Hotel Savannah Riverfront
Savannah, Georgia, USA

Located among 18th century cobblestone streets, the Bohemian Hotel Savannah Riverfront is close to the city’s quaint garden squares, art galleries, antique shops, bistros, and cafés. 

Casanova by Rafael Hoteles
Barcelona, Spain

Inspired by the city's Gaudi architecture and buzzing art scene, the Casanova by Rafael Hoteles has transformed an 18th century limestone residence into elegant accommodation. 

Legends Resort Villas Moorea
Moorea, French Polynesia

Located on 17 breathtaking acres, Legends Resort Moorea has been built with stone and exotic wood with each villa enjoying views of the lagoon waters and Pacific Ocean from a spacious private deck.

The Richardson Hotel & Spa
West Perth, Australia

The five-star Richardson Hotel & Spa, set among the leafy streets of West Perth. The 74 guestrooms and suites enjoy private balconies and views of Perth City, Kings Park.

Visit : www.prefferedhotels.com. Contact : Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucre.co.uk. 

Langham Place Samui, Thailand

Langham Hotels will open the 5 star Langham Place Samui, a new boutique resort at Lamai Beach, Thailand in November 2009.

Located on the Island of Samui is a village of 77 stunning villas and suites with a beachside location and views over the Gulf of Thailand.

Visit : www.avenuesales.co.uk. Gill Warren at gillyw@avenuesales.co.uk.

· Working with the Alliance 

The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

Cumbria Tourism

Cumbria Tourism is the lead organisation for tourism in the English Lake District and Cumbria and welcomes over 15 million visitors each year.

Visit : www.golakes.co.uk. Contact : Julie Darroch at jdarroch@cumbriatourism.org. 

Sea Kayak Adventures Inc

Fully guided sea kayaking and whale watching tours in Loreto in Baja California Mexico and in BC Canada's northern Vancouver Island.

Visit : www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact : Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com

Seatours
Seatours offers variety of sea excursions in Iceland. Whale watching, Ferry, Sea Angling, Bird watching, 4- day cruise and more.

Visit : www.seatours.is. Contact : Kristrun Konradsdottir at kristrun@seatours.is.

Seminole Tribe of Florida / Billie Swamp Safari
Learn about the unconquered Seminole Tribe of Florida at Billie Swamp Safari on the Big Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation in the Florida Everglades.  Swamp Buggy Eco-Tours & Airboat Rides depart daily through 2200 acres of untamed Everglades with abundant native & exotic wildlife.  Enjoy a Snake and Alligator Show, Swamp Critter Show, Swamp Water Café and shop for souvenirs and authentic Seminole arts and crafts.   A rustic camping village includes native-style chickees for overnight stays.  Experience the heart of the Florida Everglades like a native…at Billie Swamp Safari.

Visit : www.semtribe.com/safari. Contact : Cindy Malin at cmalin@semtribe.com. 

Tucan Travel
Tucan Travel is a specialist adventure tour operator with more than 21 years experience and offers 300+ exciting group tours across five regions of the world, including Europe, The Middle East & North Africa, Russia & Asia, East & Southern Africa, Latin America & Antarctica.

Visit : : www.tucantravel.com. Contact : Catrionna Grant at cat@tucantravel.com. 

TUI Travel PLC
TUI Travel is Europe's largest leisure travel company operating a number of well-known brands in the UK including Thomson and First Choice Hiolidays

Visit : www.firstchoice.co.uk. Contact : Emma Waddell at emma.waddell@tuitravel.com.

Agencies

Richmond Public Relations

Richmond Public Relations (RPR) is a family-owned and operated business that specializes in travel, tourism, lifestyle, business, food and beverage, technology, entertainment, retail, design, non-profit, special events, crisis management, and real estate public relations as well as market introductions and launches for food products.  RPR represents local, regional, national and international clients throughout the United States and Canada.  A large network of national and international media contacts enable RPR to attract clients that are established as well as new and entrepreneurial.

Visit : www.richmondpr.com. Contact : Sarah Biggerstaff at sarahb@richmondpr.com.

Travel PR

A PR Agency specialising in travel, property and leisure.

Visit : www.travelpr.co.uk. Contact : Rob Looker at r.looker@travelpr.co.uk

Triggerfish Communications
Triggerfish Communications, is a specialist hospitality and travel related PR agency focussing on luxury lifestyle, food and travel.

Visit : www.triggerfish.co.uk. Contact : Penny Smith at penny@triggerfish.co.uk. 

Trumarketing
Trumarketing is a full service boutique sales, marketing and PR firm dedicated to travel industry clients.

Visit : www.trumarketing.com. Contact : Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at Gabriella@trumarketing.com. 

Widness and Co

A public relations agency with international accounts personally handled by Rebecca Widness out of New York and Sara Widness out of Vermont.

Visit : www.widnesspr.com. Contact : Sara Widness at Sara@widnesspr.com. 

Widness & Wiggins PR
Widness & Wiggins PR offers an affordable yet personalized media contact and communications strategy expressly designed for eco and adventure travel industry clients. Sara Widness and Dave Wiggins have built important relationships within the travel media community and have delivered real results to a wide range of companies and clients. 

Contact : Dave Wiggins at d.wiggins@comcast.net. 

CTB Associates
CTB Associates specialises in inbound rural tourism projects in the UK and overseas, especially the Nordic region and Central & Eastern Europe. CTB seeks from time to time travel writers who are able to review products that are new or have just been discovered, and place them before an educated, upmarket readership

Visit : www.ctbassociates.co.uk. Contact Tom Burnham at tom@ctbassocs.co.uk. 

Dot Tourism
Dot Tourism provides digital branding and online marketing services to the travel and tourism sector.

Visit : www.dottourism.com. Contact : Dominic Sawyer at dominic@dottourism.com. 

· Alerts
· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Yapham Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.yaphamcottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436
· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.saillofts.co.uk. Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: http://www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635.

· MSC Cruises will be delighted to consider offering cruise trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.msccruises.com. Contact: Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton on 212.330.0702 or at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities, the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains. Bike the Whites will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.bikethewhites.com. Contact: Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Travel products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Magellan's

Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding.

The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful and appreciated products and provides travelers with :

· a single source of state-of-the-art, quality travel products 

· up-to-the-minute and well-researched information to meet the needs of all travelers, and 

· an exceptional customer experience 

Magellan’s will be pleased to offer its products for review purposes to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk
Girlstravelclub.co.uk is an online boutique specialising in natural, organic and stylish travel accessories for women travellers. In addition to travel gear and clothes, they also provide;
· natural travel remedies and insect repellents 

· packing lists and lots of tips for safe and healthy travel 

· their own range of recycled leather travel accessories 

· their own range of organic travel beauty products 

· responsibly sourced travel journals and stationery 

· Travelskills courses run in the heart of the Sussex countryside, providing bushcraft and survival knowledge for female travellers.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk will be delighted to offer products for review to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one, and are happy to give writers the opportunity to join them on one of their Travelskills survival courses.

 

Visit : www.girlstravelclub.co.uk. Contact Becci on 07766 016502 or at info@girlstravelclub.co.uk
Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

Anova Books

www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

 www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing

www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Kuperard Publishers
 
www.kuperard.co.uk. Caroline Eden at caroline@kuperard.co.uk
Lonely Planet

 

www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Morris Communications 

www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Rough Guides 

www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft

www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
The International Travel Writers Alliance
The Alliance
 
The Alliance provides information and support to over 7,200 professionals who travel to write, broadcast or create images.
 
You can see the caliber of Alliance members by visiting www.itwalliance.com and clicking on Members/member profiles. This section is updated weekly.

Alliance services in brief
 

Through the Alliance we can reach and influence professional travel writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters by :

· placing information and images on the Alliance website

· distributing travel information and story ideas to professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers through our bi-monthly bulletins

· producing Destination dossiers, which are detailed media briefings sent to members and used by partners and their agencies for press pack information

· emailing Alliance alerts to members 

· organising Destination networking events (linked to the destination dossiers)

· planning and managing individual and group press trips, and

· staging professional travel writer symposiums in key destinations
AllWays 

 
AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com) is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance.
 
The AllWays package 
AllWays will comprises :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue e-newsletters and updates for AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
· AllWays magazine : launches as phase two of the AllWays development, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility. 
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