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Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse
Child protection experts want Britain’s travel and tourism sector, and those elsewhere in Europe, to follow the “excellent example” set by Switzerland in the fight against international sex tourism.

The Council of Europe is lobbying the government to ratify its 2007 Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse.

The organisation believes that the British travel and tourism sector is a key ‘stakeholder’ in the international fight against child sex tourism and sees Switzerland as a model to follow. 

Some 900 members of the Swiss Federation of Travel Agencies have signed up to an international Code of Conduct. Members agree to be subject to an ethical policy regarding the commercial sexual exploitation of children, to improve staff training and to provide better information about the problems caused.

Tourists can also report suspected acts of child abuse via an online complaints procedure.

Visit : www.coe.int. Contact Nigel Smith at nigel.smith@coe.int. 
· Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Bishop's Lodge Ranch Resort & Spa, Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA
The Bishop's Lodge Ranch Resort & Spa in Santa Fe, New Mexico is a full-service resort with 111 rooms in  15 lodges on 450 acres along the lush Tesuque Valley and adjacent to the Santa Fe National Forest.
On-site activities include horseback riding, tennis, skeet and trap shooting, hiking, mountain biking, badminton, horseshoes and croquet.

Amenities include the ShaNah Spa and Wellness Center, fitness room, movement studio for daily yoga, TaiChi and pilates classes, heated outdoor swimming pool, fine dining, poolside bar and grill, meeting facilities, catering services, and Camp Appaloosa Kids' Camp for children 5-11. 

Bishop's Lodge celebrated its 90th anniversary as a resort last year, and is home to the historic Lamy Chapel, built by New Mexico's first bishop, Jean-Baptiste Lamy in 1853.

The resort will be delighted to host travel writers and provide site tours of all its services and attractions.

Visit : www.bishopslodge.com. Contact : Lynn Strauss at lynn.strauss@browndogs.org.

Alaska

Alaska is celebrating its 50th anniversary of statehood in 2009 and, from July through September, Gray Line of Alaska is offering three excursions for media: 

· Denali National Park Explorer: A six-day excursion roundtrip from Anchorage takes you deep into Alaska's backcountry with two nights spent at Denali Backcountry Lodge. 

· Yukon Highlights: An 11-day tour showcases the unique history and true wilderness of the Yukon. Begin in Anchorage and travel to Denali, Fairbanks, Tok, Dawson, Whitehorse, Skagway and Juneau. 

· Valdez By Car with McKinley Explorer Rail: Spend nine days traveling through Alaska at your own pace by car and luxury train. Visit Anchorage, Valdez, Glennallen, Fairbanks and Denali. 

Gray Line of Alaska will cover roundtrip flight, hotels and the included transportation. 

Most meals and applicable fuel costs rest with you. Please contact Sarah at your earliest convenience if you'd like to discuss the trip in greater detail. 

Visit : www.hollandamerica.com. Contact: Sarah Scoltock at  SScoltock@hollandamerica.com 

The Buddha-Bar Hotel, Prague

The Buddha-Bar Hotel Prague, the first hotel of the worldwide Buddha-Bar brand, offers tailor-made luxury packages for the leisure and business travellers.

The Buddha Bar also has bars in London, Paris, Dubai, Cairo, New York, Sao Paulo, Kiev and Dublin.

The Buddha-Bar Hotel Prague will be delighted to host a visit for Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit www.buddha-bar-hotel.cz and www.buddhabar-london.com. Contact : Karla Sealy at karla.sealy@yahoo.co.uk. 

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

· Leads
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Responsible Hotels of the World 

responsibletravel.com, the global travel website for responsible holidays, has launched Responsible Hotels of the World, a collection of hotels that respect local people and environments.The company is at the same time launching a dedicated travel agency division to book these hotels on behalf of their customers. 

Visit : www.responsiblehotelsoftheworld.com and www.responsibletravel.com. Contact Krissy Roe at krissy@responsibletravel.com. 

Standon Calling music festival, UK
The 9th Standon Calling (31 July to 2 August 2009) is a three-day boutique music festival held the grounds of a 16th Century Hertfordshire manor house, an hour north of London. Music ranges from indie, rock and dance to world and jazz. Revenues generated by the festival benefit the Phoenix Futures Charity's network of drug and alcohol abuse centres around the country.

Visit : www.standon-calling.com. Contact : Nick Bateson at nick@leylinepromotions.com
Frui
Frui holiday’s and courses, runs Inspiration retreats with personal enhancement specialist and cognitive hypnotherapist Katie Abbott. These take place in Santo Stefano, a hilltop village overlooking the landscape of Abruzzo in Italy.
 
Visit : www.frui.co.uk. Contact Lesley Singleton at Lesley@lsmedia.co.uk.
Roc d'Azur, France
The 26th running of the “Roc d’Azur” mountain bike rally will be taking place from 7 to 11 October between Fréjus and Saint-Tropez, France. 

Visit : www.rocazur.com. Contact : Melody Raynaud at melody.raynaud@franceguide.com.

At the Russian Court: Palace and Protocol in the 19th Century
The inaugural exhibition of Hermitage Amsterdam, The Netherlands (until 31 January 2010) is one of the largest and most lavish ever presented in Europe. With more than 2,200 objects on loan from the State Hermitage Museum, St Petersburg.

Visit : www.hermitage.nl. Contact : Annie Roper at annie@suebond.co.uk.

Messiaen Music Festival, la Grave, Southern Alps, France
The village, hamlets and chapels of La Grave will be paying tribute to 20th century composer Olivier Messiaen during a week-long summer festival running from 25 July to 2 August. Visit : www.festival-messiaen.com. Contact : Melody Raynaud at melody.raynaud@franceguide.com.

Exmoor, UK 

The first North Devon & Exmoor Autumn Walking Festival will take place between Friday 18 and Monday 21 September with over thirty guided and speciality outings over the four days. Visit : www.walkingnorthdevon.co.uk an www.exmoor.com. Contact : Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com.
Salins Les Bains, France 

The Salt Works in Salins Les Bains, one of Franche-Comté’s most iconic buildings, has joined the UNESCO World Heritage List. The Salt Works is an exceptional account of the salt production history in the area from the Neolithic period to the 1960’s when the site stopped producing salt. 

Salins Les Bains is a commune in the Jura department in Franche-Comté in eastern France.

Visit www.franche-comte.org. contact: Lynda Daboh at lynda@firstpr.co.uk.

Germany 

The German National Tourist Office has published a new “Holidays and Short Breaks” brochure containing a selection of affordable Germany holiday and short break offers for 2009. Visit : www.germany-tourism.co.uk. Contact : Barbara Geier at barbara.geier@d-z-t.com.

· The year ahead

Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on events and celebrations worldwide. Sponsored by The Year Ahead.

Chicago Jazz Festival, USA
04 September 2009 to 06 September 2009 (annual, 31st)

Chicago's longest running music event staged in Grant Park, Chicago, Illinois, USA. Free music event features jazz and blues acts, plus an art fair.

Visit : www.chicagojazzfestival.us. Contact : Cindy Gatziolis at cgatziolis@cityofchicago.org.

La Grande Braderie de Lille, France 

05 September 2009 to 06 September 2009 (annual)

A city-wide street market dating back to medieval times, which takes place traditionally on the first weekend of September. Local residents set up stalls along 200 km of pavements throughout old Lille, selling items such as paintings, antiques, ornaments and furniture. Over one million visitors attend over the two days.

Visit : www.lilletourism.com. Contact : Bruno Cappelle at presse@lilletourism.com.

West Indian American Day Carnival, Brooklyn, New York, USA
07 September 2009 (annual)

CA clebration of Caribbean culture is largest parade in North America. Around three and a half million spectators attend.

Visit : www.wiadca.org. Contact : Jean P Alexander at jeanpa@wiadca.org, www.wiadca.com.

Monterey Jazz Festival, California, USA
18 September 2009 to 20 September 2009 (annual, 52nd)

The oldest continuous jazz festival in the US. Features 500 artists on nine stages.

Visit : www.montereyjazzfestival.org. Contact : Timothy Orr at timorr@montereyjazzfestival.org. 

White Air Extreme Sports Festival, Brighton, UK 

18 September 2009 to 20 September 2009 (annual, 13th)

Largest water and land-based festival in the UK and Europe combines water, beach, urban, air and land sports with art and live music. Over 500 competitors from over 40 countries take part. World champions in 18 action sport categories also attend. 

Visit : www.whiteair.co.uk. Contact : info@whiteair.co.uk.

Oktoberfest - Munich, Germany
19 September 2009 to 04 October 2009 (annual, 176th)

Over six million revellers attend the largest celebration of beer in the world sees over five million litres of beer consumed. Highlight is the Oktoberfest Costume and Riflemen's Parade. 

Visit : www.oktoberfest.eu and www.munich-tourist.de. Contact : Janine Brandt at veranstaltungen.tam@muenchen.de. 

Moondance International Film Festival, Boulder, Colorado, USA
25 September 2009 to 27 September 2009 (annual, 10th)

International event for screenwriters, filmmakers, playwrights, short-story writers and TV writers. Voted the third most important film festival in the world after Cannes and Sundance.

Visit : www.moondancefilmfestival.com. Contact : Elizabeth English at director@moondancefilmfestival.com.

For more information on The Year Ahead visit : www.yearahead.co.uk. Contact : Robert Reeves at Robert.Reeves@profilegroup.co.uk. 

· Reasons to write about

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Hawaii

Wine tasting in the shadow of a volcano

Award-winning wines are made in Hawaii.  Inspired by the volcanic soil of the Big Island, the Volcano Winery, between two majestic volcanoes, has been producing wine since 1993, their signature wines are made from the ‘Symphony grape’.  www.volcanowinery.com. 

Follow in the footsteps of Barack Obama
Bang on trend, operators on Oahu are now offering special ‘Obama Tours’, taking visitors on whirlwind journeys through the life and times of Obama in Hawaii; where he was born, where he went to school; his favourite restaurants, surf spots and beaches. Special Obama tours are available with expert guides. www.obamatourhawaii.com.  

Visit the only royal palace in the USA
There has been a royal court in Hawaii for centuries. The Iolani Palace, built in 1882 in Oahu was at the height of modernity when it was built (designed with a European flair, it had electricity and telephones even before the White House in Washington DC).  www.iolanipalace.org.  

Get up close and personal with Humpback whales 

Every year between November and May, approximately 1,000 Humpbacks make the 4,000 mile trip to the archipelago to breed and give birth.  In Hawaii visitors can get to within 100 yards of the whales to witness their acrobatic displays.  www.hawaiihumpbackwhale.noaa.gov/. 

Become a Paniolo for a day
The Waimea area of the Big Island is home to what was once the largest cattle ranch in the USA – Parker Ranch.  Waimea town is also home to the Parker Ranch Visitor Centre, with a museum of early cowboy life in Hawaii. Cowboys are known as “paniolo” to the local folks and today there are various cattle ranches and working farms for visitors to stay at.  Horse riding, understanding the basics of farming life and generally learning how to become a paniolo is on the cards at these modern day ranches. www.kahuaranch.com; www.princevilleranch.com; www.haleakalaranch.com and www.kualoa.com. 

Feel the heat of one of the most active volcanoes in the world   

Hawaii Volcanoes National Park on The Big Island encompasses more than 229,000 acres spread over 35 miles, from an altitude of 13,677 feet to sea level.  Kilauea on the Big Island has been erupting for more than 25 years, its lava creating a plume of steam as it spills into the Pacific Ocean.  Encircling the crater of Kilauea Volcano is a 50 mile drive, which descends to the coast where visitors can view active lava flows plunging into the sea.  www.nps.gov/havo. 

An astronomer’s nirvana 

Hawaii is considered the best place in the world for stargazing due to its remoteness and lack of air or light pollution. Perched high atop Mauna Kea on the Big Island, rising 13,796 feet above sea level, 11 telescopes representing 13 countries watch the heavens and lead the field in astronomy research.  A visitor's centre set 9,200 feet up has several small telescopes for public use and for beginners a stargazing program runs every night where visitors are guided through telescope use and a constellation tour of the sky. www.imiloahawaii.org and www.ifa.hawaii.edu.  

Dive some of the best reefs and shipwrecks in the world 

Due to Hawaii’s volatile navy history, its volcanic topography and sheer isolation, the islands attract divers from across the world. The Cathedrals off Lanai offer dramatic coral pinnacles and caverns rising from the seventy foot depth to the surface.  Another spectacular dive site is Molokini Island off Maui.  Because of its natural abundance, Molokini was named a State Marine Life and Bird Conservation District.  Oahu offers shipwreck dives, with the wrecks such as the Yo-257 (a 1940 war ship), Sea Tiger (Chinese vessel) and Mahi (voted as one of the wreck dives in the USA) just minutes away from the coast. www.gohawaii.com/uk.  

Take a helicopter flight over the second largest canyon in the Pacific 

Waimea Canyon, known as the ‘Grand Canyon of the Pacific’ on Kauai's west side, is more than 3,000 feet deep and provides views of crested buttes, rugged crags, and deep valley gorges.   The best way to capture the enormity of this canyon is by helicopter.  From the air visitors can catch a glimpse of the Mana Waipuan Falls, one of the largest in the world, along with the emerald mountains descending into the sapphire oceans. www.gohawaii.com/uk

Discover the only Green Beach in the USA

The Big Island is home to the only ‘green beach’ in the USA.  Papakolea Green Sand Beach has olive-colour sand due to the green semi-precius stone olivine.  This is a secluded beach on the South Point of the Ka’u district of the Big Island, only reached by a rugged 2 mile hike.  

visit www.gohawaii.com/uk.  Contact : Bronwen Batey at bronwen@lemongrassmarketing.com.    
Antarctic cruises
One Ocean Expeditions will operate the Russian research vessel, Akademik Ioffe, as an Antarctic expedition vessel.

Five expeditions are offered from January through to March 2010 including three 10 night cruises to the Antarctic Peninsula, a 12 night expedition to the South Orkney Islands, Weddell Sea and Antarctic Peninsula and an 18 night trip to the Falkland Islands, South Georgia and the Antarctic Peninsula.  

All voyages sail in an out of Ushuaia, Argentina. 

Visit : www.oneoceanexpeditions.com. Contact : Debra Taylor at debra@toucanmoon.com
Cycling in the Luberon, France 

A new initiative by the "Vélo Loisir en Luberon" cycling association allows visitor to explore this part of Provence by bike without worrying about where to sleep, where to buy a picnic, how to choose a guide or how to carry the luggage! 

The association's network coordinates 80 local service providers including hotels, campsites, bike rental firms, taxis, guides and wine cellars.

Provence takes in areas such as Roussillon - nicknamed the "Colorado of Provence" -, the rocky Lure mountain and typical hilltop villages of Forcalquier, Gordes and Simiane-la-Rotonde.

Visit: www.veloloisirluberon.com. Contact : Melody Raynaud at melody.raynaud@franceguide.com.

Motor yacht Grace in the Galapagos
Quasar Expeditions has launched its vintage luxury yacht, M/Y Grace to coincide with the 50th anniversary of the Galapagos National Park. 

The yacht will offer cruises giving up-close, in-depth and personal experience of the unique, exotic and friendly Galapagos creatures in their natural habitat.

The Grace was originally commissioned one year before the Wall Street Crash of 1929, during the Great Gatsby era, and built by Camper & Nicholson in Southampton, England. Monica, as she was originally named, served as the personal yacht of high powered industrialists, including Sir George Tilley, chairman of the Prudential Insurance Co., she was conscripted into the British Navy during WWII. 

Commissioned as Rion, she took part in Dunkirk, captured a German torpedo E-boat and had an unconfirmed sinking of a U-boat to her credit. Winston Churchill is purported to have cruised the Mediterranean aboard her after the war. 

In 1951 she was acquired by a company owned by Aristotle Onassis, who renamed her Arion. Onassis gave the yacht as a wedding gift to Prince Rainier III of Monaco and his bride, Hollywood film legend Grace Kelly, who rechristened her Deo Juvante II in time to honeymoon aboard her. 

Quasar has renamed the yacht Grace to recapture this magical time when she delivered the royal couple to Monaco and took them on their honeymoon.

Visit : www.quasarexpeditions.com  and www.gracegalapagos.com. Contact : Paul Schicke at
 paul@quasarex.com. 

Camargue, France on horseback
Camargue in France is one of Europe's most unusual geographical areas. 

Its flat marshlands, running alongside the Med, harbour an incredibly abundant plant and animal life, including wild bulls and horses and pink flamingos. Ornithologists and scientists from around the world come here to observe migratory birds. 

The best way to explore this beautiful and fragile environment can be on horseback.

Visitors can enjoy a weekend or week's trek in the company of a Camargue cowboy (locally called a "gardian") while staying at a charming and quiet Gîte, far from the hustle and bustle of city life. 

Visit : www.visitprovence.com. Contact : Melody Raynaud at melody.raynaud@franceguide.com. 

Barbuda 

Barbuda, which lies 27 miles northeast of its sister island Antigua, is a low lying coral island, known for 

its untouched pink coral and white sand beaches, its highest point is only 125 ft above sea level.  

Sunny and warm all year with soothing trade winds, the average temperature ranges from the mid-seventies in the winter to the mid-eighties in the summer. 

Annual rainfall averages only 45 inches, making Antigua and Barbuda the sunniest of the eastern Caribbean islands and the northeast trade winds are nearly constant, flagging only in September.

English is the spoken language and a majority of Barbuda’s 1,500 inhabitants live in the capital 

Codrington.

Carib Aviation operates two return flights daily between Antigua and Barbuda.  The flight takes 15 

minutes. Passports are not needed as the point of entry for both islands is Antigua. Visitors may also 

opt to take the daily Barbuda Express, a 90 minute catamaran ferry operating between the islands. 

There are two exclusive resorts on the island: Coco Point Lodge and the newly opened Lighthouse 

Bay Resort. Barbuda also has a selection of guest houses and B&B’s.  

There is a small selection of restaurants and snack bars on the island offering traditional Barbudan 

cuisine and seafood specialties including lobster.  

Swimming, diving, snorkeling, fishing, bird watching, caving and beachcombing are most often the 

activities of choice on the island. 

Sights, other than the beaches, most often visited include:

Frigate Bird Sanctuary, accessible by boat, is home to 170 species of birds including the Magnificent 

Frigate Birds.  

Dark Cave, a low, boulder-hung passage that leads 400 feet underground to (almost) fresh-water 

pools teeming with rare blind shrimp and certain species of crustacean found nowhere else in the 

world.  

Darby’s Cave featuring a large sink hole, about 350 feet in diameter and 70 feet deep that contains a 

small but lush rainforest.

Martello Tower, built in c.1745, is an old fort used both for defence and as a look-out along the south 

coast

Indian Cave is one of the most interesting prehistoric sites in Barbuda.  Located at Two Foot Bay the 

caves have several chambers where bays can be found hanging and small Amerindian petroglyphs 

(rock carvings) can be seen.

Visit : www.antigua-barbuda.org. Contact : Emma Goodwin at emma@ktapr.com. 

Southern Bavaria, Germany
Every year in September, thousands of cows are brought down from their summer alpine pastures high up in the mountains and treated like celebrity on their return to the valley. 

This year the event takes place at Oberstdorf in the Southern Bavarian Allgäu region on 11 and 12 September.

The so-called “Viehscheid” is the yearly highlight for the locals who dress up in their traditional costume and together with thousands of visitors witness how the cows arrive back in the valley where they are being separated to be returned to their owners. 

The cow drive down to Oberstdorf is followed by a folk fair featuring oompah music, beer and

local food.

The late summer is a good time for exploring Oberstdorf’s over 200 km of hiking trails including easy walks, alpine treks, climbing option and the 400 peaks panorama on the “Nebelhorn”

mountain. 

Visit : www.oberstdorf.de and www.bavaria.by. Contact : Barbara Geier at Barbara.Geier@d-z-t.com. 

Tresco, Isles of Scilly, UK 

The sub-tropical island of Tresco, which lies just 29 miles south west of Land’s End, UK, is cosseted by the warm waters of the North Atlantic drift.

The island offers breathtaking scenery with unspoilt white sandy beaches, turquoise waters and an abundance of marine and birdlife. 

Measuring just two miles by one mile, Tresco is car-free apart from a few vehicles used by to the Tresco Estate and the odd golf buggie and tractor. Most people get about on bikes or foot.
The island has one very popular pub, The New Inn that serves great food. Another location for good food is the Island Hotel in a magnificent setting on the west coast. 
Visit : www.simplyscilly.co.uk and www.prestigegrouptravel.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough liz@blakeborough.com. 

Art exhibitions 
Contemporary Hong Kong Art

London, UK (29 September to 23 October 2009)

The works of five Hong Kong artists in association with Grotto Fine Art, the only gallery in Hong Kong specialising in contemporary Hong Kong art. Visit : www.rossirossi.com.   

Modern Italian Art 

Londo, UK (30 September to 20 December 2009)

The Bernd and Eva Hockemeyer Collection of Italian Ceramics of the 20th century has been established over the past twenty-five years and forms part of the collectors’ strong interest in Mediterranean culture and one of Italy’s oldest artistic traditions.  Visit : www.estorickcollection.com. 

The Arts of Islam: Treasures from the Nasser D Khalili Collection 

Paris, France (6 October 2009 to 14 March 2010)

Following the successful exhibitions at the Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney Australia, and Emirates Palace Hotel, Abu Dhabi, a selection of over 450 works from the Khalili Collection of Islamic Art goes on view in Paris this autumn.  Visit : www.imarabe.org. 

The London Building Site Paintings
London, UK (16 October 2009 to 17 January 2010)

This will be the first exhibition to bring together the seminal group of paintings of London building sites by Frank Auerbach (born 1931).  Produced between 1952 and 1962, the paintings are among the most profound responses made by any artist to the post-war urban landscape.  Visit : www.courtauld.ac.uk/gallery.   

Art and Illusions: Masterpieces of trompe l’oeil 

Florence, Italy (16 October 2009 to 24 January 2010)

This exhibition celebrates the charm, irony and sometimes irreverence of trompe-l’œil, from antiquity to the present. Visit : www.palazzostrozzi.org.

Contact : Annie Roper at annie@suebond.co.uk. 

· A place to stay

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Twelve Apostles, Cape Town, South Africa

The 5-star Twelve Apostles Hotel and Spa, Cape Town, South Africa, has been voted the No. 1 City Hotel in Africa and the Middle East and the No. 1 Hotel Spa in Africa and the Middle East in Travel + Leisure’s 2009 World’s Best Awards readers' survey.
 
Bushmans Kloof Wilderness Reserve & Wellness Retreat, a sister property, has been named the Best Hotel in the World and No. 1 Lodge/Resort in Africa and the Middle East. 

Visit : www.redcarnationhotels.com. Contact : Peter Unsworth at enquiries@theprteam.com
The Park Hyatt Jeddah
The Park Hyatt Jeddah – Marina, Club and Spa has opened among landscaped gardens on the Corniche of Jeddah.

The five-star resort, which is located in the heart of the city, within the Al Hamra District at the Equestrian Club of Jeddah, is a short distance from the central business district and has views of the Red Sea and King Fahd fountain 
Visit : www.jeddah.park.hyatt.com. Contact : Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

Preferred Boutique

Preferred Boutique, the brand for intimate hotels and resorts, has recruited The Lyall Hotel and Spa in Melbourne (www.thelyall.com) and Legends Resort® Moorea (www.legendsresortvillas.com) in French Polynesia. 

Preferred Boutique is a member of the Preferred Hotel Group family of brands which also includes: Preferred Hotels® & Resorts, Summit Hotels & Resorts™, Sterling Hotels™ and Historic Hotels® of America. 

Visit www.PreferredBoutique.com. Contact : Christine Cheong at  CCheong@PreferredHotelGroup.com
YTL Hotels

YTL Hotels owns and manages a collection of resorts, hotels and spas including Pangkor Laut Resort, Tanjong Jara Resort, Cameron Highlands Resort, the Majestic Malacca and Ritz Carlton Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia and Spa Village Resort Tembok, Bali. 

Visit: www.ytlhotels.com. Contact : Louise Ferrall at louise@ktapr.com. 

The Inn at Manitou Lake Manitouwabing, Muskoka, Canada
Situated on a 50-acre property along the shores of Lake Manitouwabing in Muskoka, The Inn at Manitou is a two-hour drive north of Toronto. 

It has been voted the Best Inn in the Continental U.S. and Canada, and is ranked 5th in the Top 100 Hotels Overall, according to the 2009 readers’ survey released today by Travel + Leisure magazine
Originally an upscale tennis resort when it opened in 1974, the 34-room Inn is a member of the Relais & Chateaux Association.
Visit : www.manitou-online.com. Contact : Johanna Burkhard at jburkhard@sympatico.ca. 
Radisson Blu Resort & Spa Dubrovnik Sun Gardens, Croatia
French ‘Haute Couture’ niche spa and beauty brand Anne Sémonin has opened the Radisson Blu Resort & Spa Dubrovnik Sun Gardens in Croatia. The hotel overlooks the Adriatic Sea and its  beaches and within walking distance of tranquil countryside and 20 minutes from the centre of Dubrovnik’s historic Old Town.

Visit : www.annesemonin.com. Contact : Emily Wilson at Emily@grifcopr.com. 

· Working with the Alliance 

The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

The Niagara Toursim & Convention Corporation
The Niagara Toursim & Convention Corporation (NTCC) is the official tourism promotion agency for all of Niagara County, New York, USA, including Niagara Falls.

Visit : www.niagara-usa.com. Contact Kate Scaglione at kscaglione@niagara-usa.com.  

Urbane Nomads
Urbane Nomads offers creative itineraries and off-the-beaten trek destinations done in as much luxury as possible. 

Visit : www.urbanenomads.com. Contact : Hajar Ali at hajar@urbanenomads.com. 


Victoria Cruises
Victoria Cruises is the only American managed cruise line on the Yangtze river, operating a fleet of new or newly rebuilt ships through the Three Gorges region and on to Shanghai. 

Visit : www.victoriacruises.com. Contact : Joseph Fields at jfields@victoriacruises.com.

Whistling Dixie Tours
Operating first-class "Travel Like A Rock Star custom tours of the American South and the history of Blues, Soul, Country and Rock Music. Small groups travel aboard a first-class "Rock Star" tour bus. 

Visit : www.whistlingdixietours.com. Contact : Anthony Raine at tony@raine-man.com.

European Rail Ltd
European Rail Ltd is a specialist rail booking agency for all tickets in Europe - they offer the most comprehensive service in the UK.  They have launched a series of independent rail packages www.eRail.co.uk covering tours such as the Grand Italian visiting Rome, Florence and Venice.

Visit : www.europeanrail.com. Contact : Michael Birtles at michael@europeanrail.com.

Malev Hungarian Airlines
Malev Hungarian Airlines, the national air carrier of Hungary has been operating for well over half a century and flies to over 60 destinations worldwide from its Budapest hub, with a focus on Central and Eastern Europe.

Visit : www.malev.com. Contact : Wendy Walker at w.walker@ittfa.org.

Qantas

Qantas was founded in the Queensland Outback in 1920 and is Australia's largest domestic and international airline. It is one of Australia's best known brands, encompassing a community spirit, a pioneering nature and a professional style of service - all delivered with a distinctly Australian personality. The Qantas global network offers services to 141 destinations around the world, plus connections to over 50 Australian destinations. From the UK Qantas operates 28 services a week to Australia, daily services to Singapore, Bangkok and Hong Kong, as well as UK regional connections via London and Frankfurt with British Airways.

Visit : www.qantas.co.uk. Contact : Victoria Robinson at victoriarobinson@qantas.com.au.

Agencies

Brown Dogs PR


Brown Dogs PR is a boutique PR agency supporting the Bishop's Lodge Ranch Resort & Spa in Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Contact : Lynn Strauss at lynn.strauss@browndogs.org. 

The Geo Group
The Geo Group organise press/media visits, provide photography and general information for the media for publication. Operate in conjunction with Geo Group's other divisions including two BAPLA photo libraries. Also represent some individual players in the tourist industry (eg lodges, hotels)  

Visit : www.geo-group.co.uk. Contact : John Douglas at tourism@geo-group.co.uk.

Maynely Marketing
Maynely Marketing specializes in destination and hospitality marketing, with a focus on the B&B industry.  As PR agent for BedandBreakfast.com, Maynely Marketing is a spokesperson for the B&B industry. Clients include : BedandBreakfast.com Historic Inns of Rockland, Maine Mt Washington Valley Chamber of Commerce; Run of the River Inn and Refuge; Emerson Inn by Sea

Visit : www.maynelymarketing.com. Contact : Marti Mayne at info@maynelymarketing.com. 

Milestones Marketing
Milestones is a specialist travel marketing agency promoting luxury safari lodges and camps. Clients include: Classic Safari Camps of Namibia; Ker & Downey, Botswana; Jaci's Lodges, South Africa; Ant Collection, South Africa; Chongwe River Camp, Zambia; Offbeat Safaris, Kenya; Campi ya Kanzi, Kenya; Manda Wilderness, Mozambique and Ibo Island Lodge  

Visit : www.milestones-marketing.com. Contact : Mercedes Bailey at mercedes@milestones-marketing.com.

Shrimp Asia

Shrimp Asia is a PR & Marekting Consultancy specialising in travel and hospitality clients targetting the Middle East market.

Visit : www.shrimp-asia.com. Contact : Caroline Tapken at caroline@carolinetapken.com.

Alerts
· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Yapham Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.yaphamcottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436
· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.saillofts.co.uk. Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: http://www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635.

· MSC Cruises will be delighted to consider offering cruise trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.msccruises.com. Contact: Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton on 212.330.0702 or at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities, the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains. Bike the Whites will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.bikethewhites.com. Contact: Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Travel products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Magellan's

Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding.

The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful and appreciated products and provides travelers with :

· a single source of state-of-the-art, quality travel products 

· up-to-the-minute and well-researched information to meet the needs of all travelers, and 

· an exceptional customer experience 

Magellan’s will be pleased to offer its products for review purposes to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk
· Girlstravelclub.co.uk is an online boutique specialising in natural, organic and stylish travel accessories for women travellers. 

Girlstravelclub.co.uk will be delighted to offer products for review to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one, and are happy to give writers the opportunity to join them on one of their Travelskills survival courses.

 

Visit : www.girlstravelclub.co.uk. Contact Becci on 07766 016502 or at info@girlstravelclub.co.uk.

Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

Anova Books

www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone

Visit : www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

 www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing

www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Kuperard Publishers
 
www.kuperard.co.uk. Caroline Eden at caroline@kuperard.co.uk
Lonely Planet

 

www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Morris Communications 

www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Rough Guides 

www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft

www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
The International Travel Writers Alliance
The Alliance
 
The Alliance provides information and support to over 7,200 professionals who travel to write, broadcast or create images.
 
You can see the caliber of Alliance members by visiting www.itwalliance.com and clicking on Members/member profiles. This section is updated weekly.
AllWays 

 
AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com) is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance.
 
The AllWays package 
AllWays will comprises :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue e-newsletters and updates for AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits. 
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