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Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.  We do no pass on contact details of our members without their direct permission.

News

Testing times for international tourism 

The United Nations World Tourism Organisation has announced that international tourism declined by 8% between January and April 2009 compared to the same period last year. 

Destinations worldwide recorded a total of 247 million international tourist arrivals in those four months, down from 269 million in 2008. 

International tourism is now forecast to decrease by between -6% and -4% in 2009, as the pace of decline is expected to ease during the remainder of 2009.

Regional panorama

With the exception of Africa, all regions recorded a decrease in arrivals for the first four months of 2009:

· in Europe (-10%), the impact was high as the majority of source markets have struggled with recession since the end of 2008. Moreover, outbound tourism of the second largest market (UK) has endured the depreciation of the pound sterling.

· overall, the Americas (-5%) have suffered due to the slowdown of the USA both as a source market and a destination. Still, South America was the only sub-region outside of Africa to buck the general downward trend, registering +0.2%.

· for Asia and the Pacific (-6%) the decline in demand has been faster than expected and is particularly severe when compared to results from recent years.

· although the decline in the Middle East is significant (-18%), complete data is not available and arrivals are still expected to be well above the 2007 levels.

· the positive results in Africa (+3%) reflect the strength of North African destinations around the Mediterranean and the recovery of Kenya as one of leading Sub-Saharan destinations.

Visit : http://www.unwto.org/facts/eng/pdf/barometer/UNWTO_Barom09_2_en_excerpt.pdf. Contact : Marcello Risi at mrsi@unwto.org.

Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Bird In Hand, Maidenhead, UK

The Bird In Hand is a 14th century country inn, located between Maidenhead and Reading in Berkshire, will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members.

The Inn has a history that spans 600 years. Oak panelling in the bar - which came originally from an ancient Scottish castle, plus a real inglenook fireplace contribute to the old world charm of this pub/hotel, which has been offering hospitality for centuries, and has accommodated such eminent guests as King George III.
An ideal base for visiting local places of interest and nearby beauty spots such as Henley-on-Thames and Royal Windsor, the Bird in Hand was the CAMRA Berkshire pub of the year in 2007 and 2008. In addition to offering a wide variety of Real Ales and local beers, it serves more than 50 different wines, including those from local English vineyard, Stanlake Park. 
Accommodation is in 15 newly refurbished contemporary bedrooms, centred around a brick courtyard with fountain and secluded gardens, each offering en-suite facilities, tea/coffee welcome trays, flat screen televisions, desks, direct dial telephones and free wi-fi. 
Other facilities include patio and garden areas for outdoor entertaining, a welcoming bar and lounge area, a small intimate dining room, plus a spacious restaurant offering an extensive menu with both traditional English fayre, European and Oriental dishes.
Visit www.birdinhand.co.uk. Contact Karen Outred or 07887 566632 or at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.
The city-lit series 

The city-lit series is a new city writing series launched by Oxygen Books that aims to offer some of the best writing on world cities.

Each title has contributions from over seventy writers and includes selections on best selling and literary fiction and non-fiction; journalism and blogs; translated writing and an introduction from a resident writer of the city.

The series launched this year with city-lit Paris, introduced by comic writer Stephen Clarke, and city-lit London, introduced by Time Out editor Peter Watts. 

city-lit Berlin, introduced by travel writer  Rory MacLean, appears on November 5 to tie-in with the 20th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall, and includes a diverse range of writers from David Bowie, Christopher Isherwood and Ian McEwan to Anna Funder, David Hare and John Le Carre. 

Other titles to come include Amsterdam, Dublin, Mumbai and Rome.

Oxygen Books will be delighted to offer Alliance members review copies.

Visit : www.oxygenbooks.co.uk.  Contact : Malcolm Burgess on +44 (0) 1277 263770 or at malcolm.burgess3@btopenworld.com. 

Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, France
Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, France comprises four departments boasting historic chateaux, 

walking & cycling routes, a variety of sports and superb natural scenery, and of course the world-

famous cradle of Champagne.

Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a 

commission.  

Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com. Contact: Doug Goodman at 

doug@douggoodmanpr.com or on 0208 614 1448.

Good Ski Guide
Good Ski Guide seeks a writer able to provide a 750-word feature on skiing in Saalbach-Hinerglemm in Austria.  Must have been there in past 2 years. £200 fee and short synopsis pre commissioning to
John Hill at johnh@goodholidayideas.com.

Bishop's Lodge Ranch Resort & Spa in Santa Fe, New Mexico
Bishop's Lodge Ranch Resort & Spa in Santa Fe, New Mexico is a full-service resort with 111 rooms in  15 lodges on 450 acres along the lush Tesuque Valley and adjacent to the Santa Fe National Forest.
On-site activities include horseback riding, tennis, skeet and trap shooting, hiking, mountain biking, badminton, horseshoes and croquet.

Amenities include the ShaNah Spa and Wellness Center, fitness room, movement studio for daily yoga, TaiChi and pilates classes, heated outdoor swimming pool, fine dining, poolside bar and grill, meeting facilities, catering services, and Camp Appaloosa Kids' Camp for children 5-11. 

Bishop's Lodge celebrated its 90th anniversary as a resort last year, and is home to the historic Lamy Chapel, built by New Mexico's first bishop, Jean-Baptiste Lamy in 1853. 

The Lodge will be delighted to host Alliance members and provide a tour of services.

Visit : www.bishopslodge.com. Contact : Lynn Strauss at lynn.strauss@browndogs.org. 

Sun International, Southern Africa
Sun International is a leading hotel and resort brand in Southern Africa with flagship properties including The Table Bay in Cape Town, The Royal Livingstone at Victoria Falls in Zambia and The Palace of the Lost City at Sun City. 

Recent news from Sun International includes the launch of the Table Bay’s decadent Chocolate High Tea, an autumnal treat which includes a choice of deliciously rich chocolate desserts served by a roaring log fire. 

In addition, guests to Sun City can enjoy show-stopping performances in the newly refurbished Sun City Theatre. The season includes African and international performances and musicals including Under the African Skies which runs until January 2010.

  
Visit www.suninternational.com. To discuss a visit to the hotels and resorts in the Sun International portfolio contact : Lucy Mart at Lucy.Mart@fourcommunications.com.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Leads
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

World Tourism Day

27 September 2009 (annual, 28th)

World Tourism Day promotes employment opportunities within the sector and highlights how tourism helps to eliminate poverty in local communities in developing countries. Theme is Celebrating 

Visit : www.world-tourism.org and www.unwto.org. Contact : Capitán Haya at comm@unwto.org.

Fantasy Fest,Key West, Florida
Fantasy Fest in Key West, Florida runs from Friday 23 October through Sunday 1 November and is 10 days of masquerade balls, quirky costume contests and a grand parade on Halloween night.

Fantasy Fest was conceived 30 years ago to liven up the autumn season in Key West and it’s now the destination’s premier annual festival. 

Visit : www.fantasyfest.net. Contact : Sarah Shenston at Sarah.Shenston@kbc-pr.com.

Gorge World Heritage Festival, Shropshire, UK

The fifth Ironbridge Gorge World Heritage Festival, Shropshire, takes place over the weekend of 26 - 27 September.  This year’s festival celebrates the 300th anniversary since Abraham Darby first smelted iron with coke in the area. Recognised as the start of the Industrial Revolution and changing the lives of millions of people worldwide, this important discovery is the reason why the area gained its World Heritage Site status.

Visit : www.ironbridgeheritagefestival.co.uk and www.visitironbridge.co.uk. Contact : Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 
Finland

Finland has a reputation for its rather wacky events including wife carrying  and mobile phone throwing competitions, mosquito swatting events, table drumming, and team berry picking.  This summer, Helsinki is introducing talking trash bins which will teach passersby the Finnish language and encourage them to throw trash away by playing a musical thank you.

Visit : www.talkingtrash.fi and www.visitfinland.com. Contact : Meryl Pearlstein at meryl@mdppublicity.com.

Over 45s

The survey 1,000 over 45s,by jet2holidays, indicates surprising similarities between what people enjoy most now and when they were younger and child-free. Exploring the holiday destination was chosen by 61 per cent of over 45 respondents replicating the 59% response from 31-44 followed in both instances by ‘chilling out’. Drinking lots of alcohol’, ‘adventure sports’ and ‘going on the pull’ came next but with very low ratings.

Visit :www.jet2holidays.com. Contact : Nicola Dyer at nikki@lucre.co.uk.

Ugandan Wildlife & Gorilla Safari 

For this UN Year of the Gorilla, and just 700  left on the planet, Explore is running a  17-day overland camping safari in Uganda provides plenty of opportunities for spotting the mountain gorilla in wetland and mountains. 

Visit : www.explore.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk. 
ScotRail

ScotRail has been named Public Transport Operator of the Year at the UK National Transport Awards. Visit : www.scotrail.co.uk. Contact : Carla Rinald at at Carla.Rinaldi@FirstGroup.com. 

Austin-Lehman Adventures

Austin-Lehman Adventures has been named the "World's Best Tour Operator" by Travel + Leisure magazine in their 2009 Readers' Survey. ALA provides “over the top” adventure vacations on four continents.

Visit : www.austinlehman.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins at d.wiggins@comcast.net. 

Tel Aviv

Jet2.com has today announced its Manchester-based service to Tel Aviv will continue throughout 2010 – and due to customer demand the service has increased to twice-weekly. The Manchester – Tel Aviv route from Manchester is only route from the north of England to Israel. 

Visit www.jet2.com and www.jet2holidays.com. Contact : Kiran Ryatt at Kiran@lucre.co.uk. 
Lives of Vermont Jewish Women, Rutland, Vermont 

A living history and art exhibit titled “To Life! A Celebration of Vermont Jewish Women” opens 8 October at the Gallery at the Brick Box, Rutland, VT.

Visit : www.davarvt.org. Contact : Ann Buffum at widness@widnesspr.com. 

The year ahead

Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on events and celebrations worldwide. Sponsored by The Year Ahead.

Festival Of Politics, Scotland
18 August 2009 to 22 August 2009 (annual, 5th)

The Festival Of Politics at the Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh brings together politics, media and the arts, with talks and seminars on contemporary issues. It is the only festival that welcomes the public into a UK legislature. 

Organisers have confirmed Government representatives from various European countries have approached them with a view to establishing similar international events in the future. Scottish leg of the World Press Photo Exhibition takes place alongside. 

Visit : www.festivalofpolitics.org.uk and www.scotland.gov.uk. Contact : Chris Berry at chris.berry@scottish.parliament.uk. 

International Primate Day
01 September 2009 (annual, 5th)

Part of the ongoing My Mate's A Primate campaign organised by Animal Defenders International.

Event Intelligence

Events and stunts involving celebrity supporters take place in London and San Francisco. Highlights habitat loss and the exploitation of primates in the entertainment industry and in experiments. Ongoing celebrity support includes Twiggy, Stella McCartney, Hayley Mills, Jenny Seagrove, chef James Martin, Lynsey de Paul and Carol Royle.

Visit : www.ad-international.org. Contact : Lisa Mitchinson at lisamitchinson@ad-international.org.

Venice International Film Festival, Italy
02 September 2009 to 12 September 2009 (annual, 66th)

Part of the La Biennale series of historic festivals. Features around 20 international films in competition, themed selections of films not in competition and International Critics' Week. 

The Golden Lion awards also take place. This year's festival has been moved back a week to avoid a clash with the traditional holiday rush in Italy.

Visit : www.labiennale.org/en. Contact : foreignpress@labiennale.org.

Summer Deaflympic Games, Taipei, Taiwan
05 September 2009 to 15 September 2009 (21st)

Numerous deaf athletes take part in a deaf version of the Summer Olympic Games. Runs under patronage of the International Olympic Committee (IOC). Over 6000 athletes from 63 countries as well as tens of thousands of fans attend.

Visit : www.2009deaflympics.com and www.apdsc.org. Contact : Doris Laiat media@2009deaflympics.org. 

The Great River Race, River Thames, London, UK
05 September 2009 (annual, 22nd)

Up to 300 traditional rowed and paddle boats race along 22 miles of the Thames.

Visit : www.greatriverrace.co.uk. Contact : Stuart Wolff at stuart@greatriverrace.co.uk. 

Navajo Nation Fair, USA
06 September 2009 to 13 September 2009 (annual, 63rd)

The Navajo Nation Fair at Window Rock, Arizona takes place in the Navajo capital to showcase the work of the community. Aims to preserve the culture and heritage of the Navajo. 

Highlights include the all-Indian Rodeo, the Miss Navajo Nation Competition, and the largest inter-tribal pow wow in North America. Over 100,000 visitors attend.

Visit : www.navajonationfair.com. Contact : Wanda Nelson at wanda@navajonationfair.com.

Aloha Festivals, Hawaii, USA

10 September 2009 to 26 September 2009 (annual)

The oldest and largest Hawaiian cultural statewide celebration in the USA and a celebration of Hawaii's music, dance and history. 

Around 150,000 people attend in total. Over 33,000 people attend the floral parade and over 72,000 attend the Waikiki Hoolaulea, Honolulu's largest block party.

Visit : www.alohafestivals.com. Contact : Nicole LaBerge at nlaberge@commpac.com.

World Fireworks Championship, UK
11 September 2009 to 02 October 2009 (annual)

The World Fireworks Championship along the Blackpool Promenade, Blackpool sees four nations competiting for the title. Displays take place every Friday from September 11.

Visit : www.visitblackpool.com. Contact : Mike Chadwick at mike.chadwick@blackpool.gov.uk.

September 11 commemorations - ground zero ceremony, New York, USA
11 September 2009 (annual)

The Ground Zero Ceremony honours those killed during the terrorist attacks in New York on September 11, 2001.

Visit : www.nyc.gov/mediaadvisory and www.state.ny.us/governor. Contact : Erin Duggan at erin.duggan@chamber.state.ny.us.

For more information on The Year Ahead visit : www.yearahead.co.uk. Contact : Robert Reeves at Robert.Reeves@profilegroup.co.uk. 

Reasons to write about

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Cowboy culture in Texas
Red Steagall, renowned for his Texas swing dance music hosts, this Cowboy Gathering and Western Swing Festival (23 to 25 October 2009).  

The annual cowboy gathering in the Stockyards Historic District of Fort Worth showcases the best in ranch rodeos, chuck wagon cook offs, children’s poetry contests, western swing dance, cowboy music and lots of cowboy poetry.

For more cowboy culture the weekly Championship Rodeo at the Cowtown Coliseum in the Fort Worth Stokyards every Friday and Saturday night or visit the worlds largest Rodeo and Live Stock Show in Houston taking place 2 – 21 March 2010.

Visit www.traveltex.com. Contact Denise Bridgeman at Denise@firstpr.co.uk. 

The Swedish cruises
The Swedish cruise specialist has cabins available on its classic summer cruises between Stockholm and Gothenburg.
 
These offer sedate journeys through scenic countryside, fascinating guided cultural excursions to some of Sweden’s foremost sights, fine food and accommodation aboard historical white steamships.

 
Travelling from Sweden’s east to west coasts, highlights on these trips include a tour of fairytale Läckö Castle built in 1298 beside Lake Vänern; a visit to the Viking community of Birka, thought to be Sweden’s first town and designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site, where you will be guided by archaeologists; and a swim in the waters of idyllic Lake Roxen. 
 
Visit www.gotacanal.se. Contact Rob Looker at r.looker@travelpr.co.uk. 
Champagne’s annual harvest, France

 
Grand Cru Champagne is considered the best of its kind and is only produced in 17 villages in the French region. 

Each year armies of pickers take part in the annual vendange to gather thousands of tons of Chardonnay, Pinot Noir and Pinot Meunier grapes by hand.

Grape Escapes runs breaks to the harvest for wine enthusiasts, be they connoisseurs or amateurs.


Visit www.grapeescapes.net. Contact : Clair Horwood at clair@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

Festivals in Europe by ferry
Festivals take place throughout Europe during the summer and autumn months and many of these are best visited by ferry companies on the Sail and Drive website.

Scottish Isles 

Two events celebrating Shetland’s fiddle music are Fiddle Frenzy (www.shetlandfiddlefrenzy.com) which runs from 3 to 9 August and the  Shetland Accordion and Fiddle Festival (www.shetlandaccordionandfiddle.com) from 8 to 12 October 8-12.

Northlink Ferries’ services from Aberdeen and Scrabster link both Orkney and Shetland (www.northlinkferries.co.uk). 

The Isle of Lewis 

Tattoo Hebrides 2009 (www.stornowayamenitytrust.co.uk) is a two-day ceilidh in Stornoway on August 7 and 8. It features a spectacular tattoo on Lews Castle Green featuring seven pipe bands and the Lewis Highland Games. Take a Caledonian MacBrayne ferry over (www.calmac.co.uk).

Ireland 

Travel to Dublin or Rosslare in August with Irish Ferries and head to Kerry for one of Ireland’s oldest and most unusual street festivals – the Puck Fair in Killorglin (www.puckfair.ie), held from 10 to 12 August 10-12  (www.irishferries.com).

Belfast is a finishing port for the Tall Ships Atlantic Challenge 2009 (www.belfastcity.gov.uk/tallships), and up to 20 tall ships are expected to participate in the four-day event, taking place from August 13-16.

They will have sailed the Atlantic from Halifax in Canada. 

Quayside activities for visitors will include music, street theatre and other entertainment. Norfolkline Irish Sea serves Belfast from Liverpool (www.norfolkline.com).

The Guinness Cork Jazz Festival (www.corkjazzfestival.com), from October 23-26, is one of Ireland’s most successful arts and cultural events and one of the top three jazz festivals in the world. It attracts over 40,000 visitors to Cork City each October to hear over 1,000 musicians perform in concerts, clubs and pubs around the city. You can get to Cork via Stena Line’s Holyhead to Dublin Port/Dun Laoghaire service (www.stenaline.co.uk). 

Isle of Wight 

The Garlic Festival on August 15 and 16 features a range of garlic products visitors can try, including garlic beer and garlic ice cream, with entertainment, a funfair and vintage and classic vehicles.

Wightlink (www.wightlink.co.uk) and Red Funnel (www.redfunnel.co.uk).

Spain 

Ferry port Bilbao is home to one of Spain’s most famous festivals, Aste Nagusia (www.astenagusia.com) which lasts from 16-24, August and celebrates Basque culture including a nightly international fireworks display hosted by a different country. 

Bilbao is served by ferry from Portsmouth by P&O Ferries (www.poferries.com).

Denmark 

During the two-day European Medieval Festival (www.middelalderfestival.dk) on 28 and 29 August the entire city of Horsens is transformed into a 15th century village, with tournaments, shows and parades. More than 100,000 people participate, many dressed as musicians, knights, pilgrims, monks and craftsmen of the period, while vendors’ stands line the streets. 

The Harwich-Esbjerg ferry route operated by DFDS Seaways (www.dfds.co.uk). 

France 
Food and drink are strong themes for events in Dunkerque and the French Flanders region during October. 

Dunkerque’s annual Oyster Fair, held from 2 to 4 October is followed by a Gourmet Fair on 10 and 11 October at Gravelines, a Wine Harvest Day on 18 October at Hondschoote and the Wine and Beer Fair in Dunkerque from 23 to 26 October.

Norfolkline operates Dover to Dunkerque (www.norfolkline.com) 

Channel Islands 

From the beginning of October until mid November restaurants in the Channel Islands take part in Tennerfest, which brings together fresh produce and top chefs from more than 110 restaurants to celebrate Channel Island cuisine, allowing visitors to enjoy varied menus in three different price ranges: £10, £12.50 or £15 (www.tennerfest.com). 

Condor Ferries offers a daily service from Poole or Weymouth to Jersey and Guernsey (www.condorferries.com).

Visit : www.sailanddrive.com. Contact : Rebecca Leach at Rebecca.Leach@fourcommunications.com.

Mola Mola in Bali 

The Mola Mola (or Ocean Sunfish) starts appearing off the Balinese coast from late July until October. 

It’s the world’s heaviest-known bony fish, with dorsal fins so big that they are often mistaken for those of sharks. 

Scuba divers wanting to see these mammoths should stay at the traditional Pondok Sari, which it’s set on a lava beach beside mangrove-clad bays ideal for fish-finding missions. 

Visit : www.regaldive.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk
The Belgian Beer Weekend

The Belgian Beer Weekend, taking place at the Brussels’ Grand Place from 5 to  September, has over 40 breweries e showcasing their finest selection of beers. Each year, processions of historical brewery carts and wagons arrive from the Fish Market, and over 400 beers are available to taste. 

Visit : www.weekenddelabiere.be and www.vfbholidays.co.uk.  Contact : Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk.
English Heritage
English Heritage have launched a summer events club called Time Travellers Go, which spans a range of historical periods, from Romans to World War II, and will involve children trying out hands-on activities under the guidance of costumed characters. 

Children can learn just about everything from the art of medieval combat to the secret techniques used by spies during the Second World War. Events will take place throughout the school summer holidays (the majority of them taking place in August) at English Heritage properties across England. 

Visit : www.timetravellersgo.org.uk. Contact : Danielle Bainbridge at Danielle.Bainbridge@uk.grayling.com. 

A place to stay

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Royal Westmoreland, Barbados

A collection of celebrity homes is being launched for holiday rental in Barbados.

Royal Westmoreland - the only estate in Barbados with 5* luxury villas is located on 750 acres overlooking the west coast.

Guests at Royal Westmoreland can stay in these Platinum Collection Villas which are owned by Michael Vaughan, Joe Calzaghe, Wayne Rooney, Stuart Pearce, Steve McLaren and David O’Leary. 

Each Platinum Collection villa has a private pool and sun terrace situated in lush gardens with magnificent views. Custom designed with a local coral stone finish, these properties are spacious and fully air conditioned with private balconies and French windows. Each also has a dedicated housekeeper who cleans and launders on a daily basis. 

Visit : ww.royalwestmoreland.com. Contact Helen Rainford at helen@completemediagroup.co.uk.
Monforte d’Alba, Italy
Monforte d’Alba, Italy, a transformed Italian farmhouse in the traditional countryside of Le Langhe in Southern Piedmont, opened in April 2009.

Located near vineyards including Nebbiolo, Barolo and Dolcetto, it also offers a spa with indoor and outdoor pools, Jacuzzi, steam room and sauna, as well as a number of other activities including hiking, horseback riding, truffle hunting, hot air balloon rides, beautiful jogging routes and private golf lessons. 

Visit : www.relaismonforte.it. Contact : Sian Fletcher at Sian@lucre.co.uk. 

The Langham, Melbourne, Australia
The Langham, Melbourne has been voted the top city hotel in Australia, New Zealand and the South Pacific by readers of US Travel + Leisure in the magazine’s 2009 World’s Best Awards.

Situated in the exclusive riverside Southbank precinct and offering stunning views of the Melbourne city skyline, the Yarra River and Federation Square, The Langham, Melbourne offers an opulent inner-city experience. 

Visit melbourne.langhamhotels.com.au. Contact : Gill Warren at gillyw@avenuesales.co.uk.

Ko`a Kea Hotel & Resort at Poipu Beach, Koloa, Hawaii, USA

Situated on world-famous Poipu Beach, the Ko’a Kea Hotel & Resort is Kauai’s newest sophisticated island destination. 

Nearby outdoor activities include surfing, zip-lining, horseback riding, kayaking, hiking and golf; providing the perfect opportunity to experience the lush terrain and beautiful landscapes of Kauai. 

 Visit : www.koakea.com. Contact : Sian Fletcher at Sian@lucre.co.uk. 

The Bird In Hand, Berkshire, UK

The Bird In Hand is a 14th century country inn located between Maidenhead and Reading in the Royal County of Berkshire.

With a history spanning 600 years and character features including oak panelling in the bar and a real inglenook fireplace, The Bird In Hand combines the old world charm of a traditional English pub, with all the comforts of newly refurbished hotel accommodation. 

It provides a base for visiting local places of interest and nearby beauty spots including Henley-on-Thames, Royal Windsor, Cookham and Marlow.

Visit www.birdinhand.co.uk. Contact Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk. 

Tucker’s Point Hotel & Spa, St. George’s, Bermuda
Tucker’s Point Hotel & Spa, which opened in April, is the centerpiece of Tucker’s Point Club, Bermuda’s first luxury resort, private club and residential community. 

Situated on 200 waterfront acres, Tucker’s Point Hotel & Spa is built around a Manor House on the crest of a hill overlooking the waters of Castle Harbour.

Recreational offerings at Tucker’s Point Hotel & Spa include the Pool at Palm Court, Castle Harbour Pool, Tucker’s Point Golf, Beach & Tennis Club, The Dive Shop and Watersports Centre, and a croquet court.

Visit : www.tuckerspointhotelandspa.co. Contact : Sian Fletcher at Sian@lucre.co.uk.

Castel Monastero, Castelnuovo, Italy

Castel Monastero, which opened in July, is located in the medieval Tuscan village of Monastero dell’Ombrone. 

In the village square, a gourmet restaurant will be opened and run by Chef Gordon Ramsay where there will also be a cellar where guests can sample the best Tuscan wines and Chianti produced in the vineyards of Castel Monastero. 

Recreational offerings at Castel Monastero include one indoor and two outdoor pools, cooking school, horseback riding, hot-air balloon trips, bicycle rental and a tennis court. 

Visit : www.castelmonastero.com. Contact : Sian Fletcher at Sian@lucre.co.uk.

Leela Palace Kempinski Udaipur, Udaipur, India
The Leela Palace, Kempinski Udaipur, which opens officially in September, stands on the banks of Lake Pichola with views of the Aravali Mountains,. 

Guest facilities include a fitness center, steam rooms, Jacuzzi and a swimming pool, with nearby leisure activities including museum and palace tours, boat rides to Nehru Garden, Jeep safaris, horseback riding, mountain biking, wildlife trekking, camel riding, antique shopping, and astrology and fortune-telling. 

Visit : www.theleela.com. Contact : Sian Fletcher at Sian@lucre.co.uk.

The Tiskita Jungle Lodge, Costa Rica

Costa Rica, which is the world’s happiest place according to the UK’s New Economics Foundation,  aims to build its economy “centred on people and the environment”. 

The Tiskita Jungle Lodge sits near to a tropical fruit farm, with over 100 varieties, and a protected turtle nesting site.

The Tiskita Foundation provides financial assistance for land conservation and local school projects. 

Visit : www.sunvil.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk. 
von Essen
 

The von Essen private collection of hotels comprises of: 
The Classic Set : 
Cliveden, Berkshire; The Royal Crescent Hotel in Bath; Lower Slaughter Manor in Lower Slaughter; Ston Easton Park near Bath; Thornbury Castle near Bristol; Sharrow Bay in the Lake District; Buckland Manor in Broadway; Ynyshir Hall in Wales, Amberley Castle in West Sussex and The Samling in Cumbria. 

The Country Set : 
Hunstrete House near Bath; Bishopstrow House, Warminster; Congham Hall in Norfolk; New Park Manor in the New Forest; Lewtrenchard Manor in Devon; The Mount Somerset in Taunton; Washbourne Court in Lower Slaughter; Dalhousie Castle in Bonnyrigg near Edinburgh; The Greenway in Cheltenham, Homewood Park near Bath; Seaham Hall in County Durham and Callow Hall in Derbyshire.

The Family Set : Woolley Grange in Wiltshire; Fowey Hall in Cornwall; Moonfleet Manor in Dorset; The Elms near Worcester and Ickworth Hall in Suffolk. 

The Continental Set :

Château de Bagnols near Lyon in France. 

 

von Essen hotels is also building a brand new riverside hotel in Battersea, London called Hotel Verta.
 

Visit: www.vonessenhotels.com and www.luxuryfamilyhotels.com. Contact : Julie Kemp at julie.kemp@brightergroup.com
Working with the Alliance 

The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

Choose Suffolk
Choose Suffolk promotes the county as the ideal destination for both tourism and business. Through its public-facing tourism website, www.visit-suffolk.org.uk, the organisation celebrates the unique qualities that create the character of the county, from its beautiful coastlines and luxury hotels, to wild spaces and locally produced food. 

Throughout the year, the organisation runs a variety of campaigns to highlight Suffolk's appeal to people of all ages and backgrounds. If you'd like to discover more about Suffolk, please get in touch with the Choose Suffolk team who are happy to provide tailored support to media representatives.

Visit : www.visit-suffolk.org.uk. Contact : Richard Ginger at richard@choosesuffolk.com. 


Swiss-Belhotel International
Swiss-Belhotel International is a Hong Kong based global management company managing hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  

The Group has a long history of management having been established in 1987, reinforced by experienced and professional corporate, operational and hotel management executives.  

Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Haas at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com. 


Al Hamra Hotels

Al Hamra Hotels Management works with clients looking for the perfect getaway in Ras Al Khaimah, United Arab Emirates.

The UAE occupies an area of 83,000 sq km along the south-eastern tip of the Arabian Peninsula. Qatar lies to the west, Saudi Arabia to the south and west, and Oman to the north and east. The capital and the largest city of the federation, Abu Dhabi, is located in the emirate of the same name.

Visit : www.alhamrafort.com and www.khatthotel.com. Contact : Elia Timani  at sales@alhamrafort.com.

Apex Hotels
Apex Hotels are a group of contemporary 4 star hotels in iconic city centre locations.  With five properties in London, Edinburgh and Dundee and three additional hotels planned for 2009 the warm welcome goes hand in hand with the cool, stylish interiors.

Visit : www.apexhotels.co.uk. Contact : Linda Galt at linda.galt@apexhotels.co.uk.

Apple Core Hotels
Apple Core Hotels provides clean, comfy accommodations for travelers staying in and around Manhattan — who didn't come to the Big Apple to pay outrageous New York prices. 

Our five Manhattan hotels are tailored to the business or leisure traveler who wants to experience all that New York City has to offer — without wasting time and money.   

Visit : www.applecorehotels.com. Contact : Sweta Shah at sweta@applecorehotels.com.

Aska Lodge Bed and Breakfast
Exciting new mountainside B&B in beautiful Blue Ridge, Georgia! Four unique bedrooms, each with private bath, hillside firepit, guest gathering room with snack center, fireplace, & large TV w/DVD movie collection. Area activities include white water rafting, tubing, hiking, horseback riding and plenty of shops and restaurants.

Visit : www.askalodge.net.  Contact : Mary Jo Stamper at askme@askalodge.net. 

Ban Pako
Ban Pako is an ecological hotel located on an ancient temple site by the Nam Ngum river, about 50 km from Vientiane, the capital of Laos. The hotel has room for 22 guests per night and the restaurant serves delicious Lao food. It is the perfect place to relax and experience the Lao countryside. We offer a wide range of activities such as jungle trekking, cultural excursions and we also have monthly events.

Visit : www.banpako.com.  Contact : Jesper Lejfjord at manager@banpako.com. 

Cornish Gems
Cornish Gems looks to provide the highest standard of self-catering accommodation in Cornwall with each holiday cottage and apartment in prime locations. Our cottages meet four and five star standards for quality and most have been accredited by the Quality in Tourism scheme run by Visit Britain in conjunction with the Cornwall Tourist Board. Dog friendly accommodation, short breaks, weekend breaks and last minute deals available.

Visit : www.cornishgems.com. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

Agencies

Big Leap Creative
Idaho based Big Leap Creative specializes in communications and strategic marketing for outdoor recreation, tourism-related and real estate development businesses.

Clients include : Schweitzer Mountain Resort, Silverwood Theme Park, Greater Sandpoint Chamber of Commerce, Seasons at Sandpoint, Pend d'Oreille Winery

Visit : www.bigleapcreative.com. Contact : Lisa Gerber at lisa@bigleapcreative.com.

The Communication Group
Established in 1986, The Communication Group is a leading independent public relations and communication consultancy. 

Our current clients in the tourism, travel and leisure industry include the Anahita Resort in Mauritius, Elephant Back Safaris in Botswana, the Dubai Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing, European Boating Holidays, travel service First Luggage and Burlington Arcade in London

(a beautiful destination and Britain’s first shopping arcade).

Visit : www.thecommunicationgroup.co.uk. Contact : Caroline Parrish at cparrish@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.

The Geo Group
The Geo Group organise press/media visits, provide photography and general information for the media for publication. Operate in conjunction with Geo Group's other divisions including two BAPLA photo libraries. Also represent some individual players in the tourist industry (eg lodges, hotels)  

Visit : www.geo-group.co.uk. Contact : John Douglas at tourism@geo-group.co.uk.

Adams Unlimited
Adams Unlimited is a full-service marketing communications and public relations firm founded in 1985 specializing in the domestic and international travel and hospitality industry. Small enough to offer highly customized service, yet large enough to handle a full range of marketing needs. Adams Unlimited is recognized for outstanding client service.

Visit : www.adams-pr.com. Cathy Preece at cathy@adams-pr.com. 

Blakeborough PR
Blakeborough Ltd is a specialist travel PR agency. Established in 2000 its Director has almost 20 years experience working for travel clients ranging from tourist boards, to airlines, tour operators and hotels.

Visit : www.blakeborough.com. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com.

Brighter Group
Formed in 1995, Brighter Group is the travel industry’s fastest growing integrated marketing communications organisation. Brighter has considerable experience in positioning destinations in the mind of the consumer in the market place. With over 20 brands represented by Brighter we are in a strong position to leverage our client base to give greater momentum to individual client accounts. 

Visit : www.brightergroup.com. Contact : Jeremy Tracy at jeremy.tracy@brightergroup.com.

Classic Representation
An international advertising and PR agency and a market leader in pan-European integrated communications campaigns. Its  clients include national and international brands, destinations, federations and associations, political institutions and media companies.

Visit : www.classic-representation.com. Contact : Juliet Agg-Manning at juliet@classic-representation.com

Alerts
      Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four departments boasting historic chateaux, walking & cycling routes, a variety of sports and superb natural scenery, and of course the world-famous cradle of Champagne, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.comContact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com or on 0208 614 1448.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Yapham Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.yaphamcottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436
· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.saillofts.co.uk. Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: http://www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635.

· MSC Cruises will be delighted to consider offering cruise trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.msccruises.com. Contact: Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton on 212.330.0702 or at jburton@fwv-us.com. 
· Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities, the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains. Bike the Whites will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.bikethewhites.com. Contact: Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.
Travel products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Magellan's

Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding.

The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful and appreciated products and provides travelers with :

· a single source of state-of-the-art, quality travel products 

· up-to-the-minute and well-researched information to meet the needs of all travelers, and 

· an exceptional customer experience 

Magellan’s will be pleased to offer its products for review purposes to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk
Girlstravelclub.co.uk is an online boutique specialising in natural, organic and stylish travel accessories for women travellers. In addition to travel gear and clothes, they also provide;
· natural travel remedies and insect repellents 

· packing lists and lots of tips for safe and healthy travel 

· their own range of recycled leather travel accessories 

· their own range of organic travel beauty products 

· responsibly sourced travel journals and stationery 

· Travelskills courses run in the heart of the Sussex countryside, providing bushcraft and survival knowledge for female travellers.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk will be delighted to offer products for review to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one, and are happy to give writers the opportunity to join them on one of their Travelskills survival courses.

 

Visit : www.girlstravelclub.co.uk. Contact Becci on 07766 016502 or at info@girlstravelclub.co.uk. 

Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

Anova Books

www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone

Visit : www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

 www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing

www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Kuperard Publishers
 
www.kuperard.co.uk. Caroline Eden at caroline@kuperard.co.uk
Lonely Planet

 

www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Morris Communications 

www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Rough Guides 

www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft

www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
The International Travel Writers Alliance
The Alliance
 
The Alliance provides information and support to over 7,200 professionals who travel to write, broadcast or create images.
 
You can see the caliber of Alliance members by visiting www.itwalliance.com and clicking on Members/member profiles. This section is updated weekly.

Alliance services in brief
 

Through the Alliance we can reach and influence professional travel writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters by :

· placing information and images on the Alliance website

· distributing travel information and story ideas to professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers through our bi-monthly bulletins

· producing Destination dossiers, which are detailed media briefings sent to members and used by partners and their agencies for press pack information

· emailing Alliance alerts to members 

· organising Destination networking events (linked to the destination dossiers)

· planning and managing individual and group press trips, and

· staging professional travel writer symposiums in key destinations
AllWays 

 
AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com) is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance.
 
The AllWays package 
AllWays will comprises :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue e-newsletters and updates for AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
· AllWays magazine : launches as phase two of the AllWays development, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility. 
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