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Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.  We do no pass on contact details of our members without their direct permission

Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Travel writing by How to books

Alliance member Sarah Woods is looking for examples of travel writing to include in her upcoming book (Travel Writing by How To Books),
She’s looking for the following different styles and will ensure each submission is accompanied by a full biog of the writer concerned (including contacts and website). 

This can be  a:

· personal essay
· destination piece
· special interest article
· journey piece
· service article/how to's
· news peg
· roundup (e.g. Florida’s Best Beaches), or
· travel blog
Deadline is Friday 21st August at 12 noon. 

 

Contact : Sarah Woods at wdsy@hotmail.co.uk. 
Press trips to Holland
The Holland Tourist Board is running  group and individual press trips :
 

Cool breaks - Lower Rhine (17-20 September 2009)
Fashion & Wellness:
Flying from: Manchester, Edinburgh, London Stansted or Birmingham

 

Eindhoven (18-20 September 2009)

Sneakerz festival

Flights available from regional UK airports.

 

Individual press trips in 2009 are individual trips to Rotterdam, The Hague, Utrecht and Amsterdam. 

Other cities and regions will be looked at on a case-by-case basis in the next few months.

Visit : www.holland.com and www.hollandartcities.com. Contact : Rianne Ojeh at rojeh@holland.com.

The Savannah Jazz Experience, Georgia, USA
The Savannah Jazz Experience, Bohemian Style press trip at the brand-new Bohemian Hotel Savannah Riverfront in Savannah, Georgia takes place from 23 to 25 September 2009. 

This trip takes you deep into the heart of today's Savannah, experiencing this city's chic, savvy side and timeless tradition of hospitality. Enjoy cool jazz underneath the stars, fine art, coastal cuisine and luxurious accommodations. 

Staying at the Bohemian Hotel Savannah Riverfront, a stylish new boutique hotel overlooking the Savannah River. This latest Kessler Collection property has the distinction of being the first new hotel on River Street in more than 17 years. 

Visit www.bohemiansavannah.com. Contact :  Allison Gavin at abshirepr@att.net. 

Great Hotels of the World
Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  

The group has also announced the following new hotel openings and would be particularly pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.

Troia Design Hotel, Troia, Portugal

Located on a stunning peninsular between the Atlantic Ocean and the Sado River, Troia Design Hotel opened its doors in July.

One hour from Lisbon airport, the hotel offers four swimming pools including one rooftop pool, a 1200 square metre spa, two restaurants, three bars, a conference centre and in future will include a casino and entertainment centre. Situated in front of the marina, the hotel offers 144 one-, two- and three-bedroom residential suites and 61 luxury rooms.

Hotel-e, Larnaca, Cyprus
Located in the picturesque village of Pervolia, the stylish and eco-friendly Hotel-e opened in June.

Its 70 luxuriously appointed and eco-friendly rooms, suites and villas are designed in accordance with the principles of Feng Shui. The hotel takes their responsibility towards the environment seriously with a range of eco-friendly initiatives throughout the hotel including, solar-powered water heating, online billing, recycled paper, energy-saving lightbulbs and natural spa products. 

The spa offers a full menu of services and six treatment rooms surrounded by water streams, stone floor finishes, wood panelling and botanical gardens.

Royal Blue Resort & Spa 5* deluxe, Panormon, Crete
Located on the northern coast of Crete in the traditional village of Panormon, this brand new 5-star deluxe resort opened in June.

With its own private bay, the resort’s simple and clean architectural lines featuring numerous waterfalls, streams and private swimming pools combine with colourful gardens to create a unique sense of luxury and simplicity. 

Each of the 190 rooms, suites and villas are designed to reflect the resort’s colourful charm and tranquillity yet retain the traditional character and architecture of Crete. 

The 1,500 sqm Spa & Fitness Center offers seven private treatment, a complete menu of, a relaxation salon, indoor heated pool, sauna, steam bath and fitness centre.

 Visit : www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at  bjester@ghorg.com.  

The Galapagos Islands
The Galápagos Islands are an archipelago of volcanic islands distributed around the equator in the Pacific Ocean, 972 km west of continental Ecuador. It is a UNESCO World Heritage site with wildlife its most notable feature.

Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its new, vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands.

This coincides with the 50th anniversary of the Galapagos National Park. 

The history of the vessel includes :

· 1928: the yacht is commissioned to be built by Camper & Nicholson in Southampton, England  

· 1938: The yacht is acquired by Sir George Tilley, chairman of the Prudential Insurance Co.

· 1939: The yacht is conscripted into the Royal Navy

· 1940: She takes part in the evacuation of British troops at Dunkirk making 3 runs; captures a German torpedo boat and sinks a U-boat (unconfirmed) that same year.

· Winston Churchill vacations aboard her after the war (date tbd)

· 1951: The yacht is purchased by Aristotle Onasis 

· 1956: Onassis presents the yacht to Prince Rainier III of Monaco and his new bride, Hollywood film legend Grace Kelly, who spend their honeymoon aboard her:

Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com. 

Golf in Alabama
The Alabama CVB is organising a golf trip to the state between 1 and 6 November 2009, which is open to UK and European writers who write for travel and golf publications.

The Alabama golf courses to be played are :

· Play 18 holes at Grand National, Auburn/Opelika (stay at Marriott GrandNational, Opelika)

· Play 9 holes at Grand National, Auburn/Opelika, Play 18 holes at FarmLinks, Sylacauga (stay at FarmLinks, Sylacauga) 

· Play 18 holes at Limestone Springs, Onenonta, play 18 holes at RTJ Golf Trail at SilverLakes (stay at Hampton Inn, Gadsden) 

· Play 9 holes at Twin Bridges,Gadsden, play 18 holes at RTJ Golf Trail at Hampton Cove,Huntsville (stay at Embassy Suites,Huntsville)

· Play 9 holes at Point Mallard, Deactur, play 18 holes at RTJ Golf Trail at The Shoals, Florence/Muscle Shoals (stay at Marriott Shoals, Florence) 

· Play 18 holes at RTJ Golf Trail at The Shoals, Florence/Muscle Shoals

The closing date for applications is 28 August and a commission is required to attend.

Visit : www.tourism.alabama.gov. Contact : Della Tulley at della.tully@btinternet.com. 

Alliance members from the USA and Canada, Australia and New Zealand who are interested in Alabama should contact : Grey Brennan at grey.brennan@tourism.alabama.gov. 

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

News 

Newly-discovered Mozart works performed in Salzburg, Austria
Two recently-discovered piano pieces by Austrian composer Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart have been performed in Salzburg on Mozart's original forte piano by Florian Birsak. Mozart left more than 600 known pieces of music before his death in 1791 at the age of 35


Visit : www.mozarteum.at. Contact : Mirjam Nellmann at nellmann@mozarteum.at. 

World premiere of new version of Euripides' 'Helen' at Shakespeares Globe, London, UK
'Helen', world premiere of Frank McGuinness' new version of Euripides' classic Greek tragedy runs at the Shakespeares Globe theatre, London until 23 August.

With the Trojan War long since over, Menelaus, King of Sparta is making his slow & painful way home until his ship is wrecked on the coast of Egypt & he stumbles upon what appears to be his wife. 

Founded by the pioneering American actor and director Sam Wanamaker, Shakespeare's Globe is a unique international resource dedicated to the exploration of Shakespeare's work and the playhouse for which he wrote.

www.shakespeares-globe.org. Contact : Fran Eyles at Fran.E@shakespearesglobe.com. 

1st anniversary of Hurricane Gustav making landfall in Louisiana

1 September 2009

Hurricane Gustav made landfall in Louisiana as a category 1 storm. It had already claimed around 80 lives on its passage through the Caribbean & prompted Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal & New Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin to call for mass evacuations of the city and Gulf Coast, fearing a repeat of 2005 Hurricane Katrina, when bad planning & response was blamed for some of the 1,600 deaths.

Visit : www.nhc.noaa.gov. Contact : nhc.public.affairs@noaa.gov. 

G20 Finance Ministers meeting in London
04 Sep 2009 - 05 Sep 2009

Meeting of G20 Finance Ministers & Central Bank Governors in London ahead of 24-25 Sep G20 summit of world leaders hosted by U.S. President Barack Obama in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. G20 consists of the 19 leading industrialised nations plus the EU


Visit : www.g20.org. Contact : David Madero at david_madero@hacienda.gob.mx. 

Leads
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Freedom of Scotland Travelpass
The Freedom of Scotland Travelpass is a Flexible Rover Ticket that covers travel on trains, ferries and a selection of coach services throughout Scotland 

Visit: www.scotrail.co.uk. Contact : Carla Rinaldi at Carla.Rinaldi@FirstGroup.com.

Fashion Hotel Amsterdam
The Fashion Hotel Amsterdam has opened with 260 design rooms all styled with a fashion touch. Visit : www.westcordhotels.nl. Contact : Rianne Ojeh at rojeh@holland.com.

DFDS Seaways
DFDS Seaways has just launched its range of Festive Short Breaks including cruises to Christmas Markets in Northern Europe, a romantic festive river cruise, and a New Year Gala Cruise.

Visit : www.dfds.co.uk/festive. Contact : Sophie O'Mahony at sophie.omahony@robson-brown.co.uk.

Europe's first artificial surf reef - launch
A £1.4m development located 225m off-shore, taking up around one hectare of space launches in September 2009 at Boscombe Beach, Bournemouth, Dorset, UK. It comprises sand-filled geo-textile bags and part of larger scheme to regenerate the area.

Visit : www.bournemouth.gov.uk/spa/surfing. Contact : Jo O'Connell at jo.oconnell@bournemouth.gov.uk.

The year ahead

Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on events and celebrations worldwide. Sponsored by The Year Ahead.

England's Medieval Festival, Herstmonceux Castle, East Sussex, UK
29 August 2009 to 31 August 2009 (annual, 17th)

Celebration of the middle ages, features jousting, a 2000-strong battle re-enactment, fire-eaters, falconry, strolling minstrels and a living history village. The UK's largest festival of its kind. 

Visit : www.englandsmedievalfestival.com. Contact : Gilly Geisler at info@mgel.com.

Tour Of Spain (Vuelta a España)
29 August 2009 to 20 September 2009 (annual, 64th)

One of three major road races on the cycling calendar alongside Race the Tour of Italy and the Tour de France. Participants ride just over 3000 km in 21 stages.

Visit : www.lavuelta.com and www.uci.ch. Contact : vcordero@unipublic.es
International Photojournalism Festival (Visa pour l'Image), Perpignan, France

29 August 2009 to 13 September 2009 (annual, 21st)

This two-week event features exhibitions, round table discussions and a symposium providing an opportunity to discuss work produced by photojournalists. Around 200,000 people attend. Closing party attended by around 3500 guests.

Visit : www.visapourlimage.com. Contact : Jean-François Leroy at jfleroy@wanadoo.fr. 

Burning Man, Black Rock City, Black Rock Desert, Nevada, USA

31 August 2009 to 07 September 2009 (annual)

Countercultural arts festival. Highlight is the burning of a giant human effigy in the middle of the desert. Theme is Evolution. Around 50,000 revellers attend, including many from Europe and the UK.

Visit : www.burningman.com. Contact : press@burningman.com
Alan Whicker: Journey Of A Lifetime - book release
03 September 2009

Alan Whicker book sees him return to some of his favourite locations around the globe. Visit : www.harpercollins.co.uk. Contact : Stina Smemo at stina.smemo@harpercollins.co.uk. 

Brigitte Bardot And The Original Paparraz, London 

03 September 2009 to 03 October 2009

Vintage photographs of Brigitte Bardot between1956-70 by the world's paparazzi, with images including those taken by Tazio Secchiaroli and Marco Geppetti.Coincides with Brigitte Bardot's 75th birthday (September 28) and the 50th anniversary of the birth of paparazzi, tracing the development on this new genre.

Visit : www.jameshymangallery.com. Contact : Roz Arratoon at roz@margaretlondon.com.

Superleague Formula - Portugal
05 September 2009 to 06 September 2009 (annual, 2nd)

Motor racing series features 20 cars. Each represent a major European or global football club. Every race carries a €1m prize for the winning team. Clubs competing include Liverpool FC, Glasgow Rangers FC, AC Milan, PSV Eindhoven, Galatasaray SK, Sevilla FC and FC Porto. 

Six races are held over the season: France (June 27-28), UK (August 1-2), Belgium (July 18-19), Italy (October 3-4) and Spain (November 7-8).

Visit : www.superleagueformula.com.

London Restaurant Festival
08 October 2009 to 13 October 2009 (annual, 1st)
The festival celebrates London restaurants and aims to raise profile of capital's top eateries. Over 1000 London restaurants participate. 

Visit : www.visitlondon.com/londonrestaurantfestival. Contact : Chloe Couchman at ccouchman@visitlondon.com.

Dreamtime, Australia
10 October 2009 to 18 October 2009

Dreamtime, Australia takes place as part of the Tourism Australia global promotional campaign. Offers opportunity to showcase Australia's new products to an international audience. Aims to demonstrate Australia's capability as a business events destination.

Visit : www.tourism.australia.com. Contact : Lene Corgan at bteurope@tourism.australia.com
For more information on The Year Ahead visit : www.yearahead.co.uk. Contact : Robert Reeves at Robert.Reeves@profilegroup.co.uk. 

Reasons to write about

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Cycling from Blair Atholl, Scotland
Blair Atholl is a small town in Perthshire, Scotland, built about the confluence of the Rivers Tilt and Garry in one of the few areas of flat land in the midst of the Grampian Mountains. 

Blair Atholl Station is served by ScotRail’s Caledonian Sleeper service to and from London Euston.

ScotRail has recently teamed up with Blair Atholl cycle hire business Basecamp Bikes to provide customers with a chance to hire bicycles at discounted rates. A similar offer was launched last April in partnership with Fort William cycle hire company Off Beat Bikes.

The glens of Highland Perthshire stretch deep into the hills that form the approach to the Cairngorm National Park and offer a variety of itineraries to suit all ages and energies.

Visit : www.scotrail.co.uk. Contact : John Yellowlees at john.yellowlees@firstgroup.com. 

Diving in Indonesia

The wreck of a 19th century English ship containing £6m worth of gold and silver has been uncovered by German divers in the seas off Indonesia.  

The remains of the Forbes – a prolific trading and buccaneering ship that had King George III's approval to plunder foreign vessels until it ran aground in 1806 – were found close to Belitung Island, in the Java Sea.  

Other valuable remains included crystal, Chinese porcelain and 400 bottles of wine.
Regaldive is offers diving holidays to Indonesian Bali where scuba fanatics can seek out similar ships on the sea-beds.

Visit : www.regaldive.co.uk. Contact Richard Mellor at r.mellor@travelpr.co.uk.

Hervey Bay Whale Watching Season - Fraser Coast, Queensland Australia 

Hervey Bay’s whale watch season runs until the end of October with some of the most prolific whale spotting in Australia.  
Invariably during the season inquisitive humpbacks, referred to as ‘friendlies’, will approach whale-watching boats very closely, often staying under or near the boat for many minutes.  
Their natural curiosity, along with breaching and surface behaviours including tail and fin slaps and spy hops, helped spawn the region’s whale watching industry back in 1987. 

Visit: www.whalewatch.com.au. Contact: Jodi Clark at Jodi_Clark@kingfisherbay.com.  

The first world masters rowing competition, Finland

Sulkava, Finland plays host to the first world masters rowing competition from 8 to11July 2010.

Open to national and club teams from all over the world and using traditional Finnish 12-meter wooden churchboats, the competition will be held on Lake Saimaa, the largest of Finland’s 200,000 lakes and the fourth largest lake in Europe. 
 

Each crew consists of 14 rowers and a coxswain, with single-sex or mixed-sex crews.  

Visit www.wmrowing-sulkava.fi and www.visitfinland.com. Contact : Meryl Pearlstein at meryl@mdppublicity.com. 
Sporting events in Dubai

Dubai, one of the seven emirates and the most populous city of the United Arab Emirates (UAE), is located along the southern coast of the Persian Gulf on the Arabian Peninsula. 

Dubai has a full calendar of sporting, cultural and recreational fixturesincluding :

· the Dubai World Championship (golf) on 19-22 November at the new Greg Norman designed ‘Earth’ course at Jumeirah Golf Estates is the richest golf tournament in the world

· the Dubai Rugby Sevens Tournament will be held in the emirate on 3-5 December 2009. Rugby Sevens’ popularity is growing and the sport is bidding for inclusion in the 2016 Olympic Games.

· the Dubai Grand Prix (powerboating) will be held on 10-12 December at the Dubai International Marine Club as the climax to the World Powerboat Championship calendar. 

· the Dubai Desert Classic will be held 1-7 February 2010 at Emirates Golf Club also in February the Dubai Tennis Championships will attract many of the world's top players to Dubai. 

· the Dubai World Cup, on 27 March 2010, is the first year the race to be held at the new Meydan race course. The creation of Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, the Ruler of Dubai this horse race meeting is a social highlight of the year.

 

Visit www.dubaitravelmarket.co.uk. Contact : Michelle Mcgrath at mmcgrath@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk. 
Kingfisher Bay Resort, Fraser Island, Australia 

Queensland’s Fraser Island and the Great Sandy region has recently been recognised as an internationally significant biosphere, by the United Nations Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO).

It puts Fraser Island and surrounds in the same class as the Galapagos Islands, Central Amazon and Uluru.  
Kingfisher Bay Resort, Fraser Explorer and Cool Dingo tour programs provide enjoyable nature-based tourism experiences on Fraser Island, while creating minimal impact on the environment.   
Visit: www.media.kingfisherbay.com. Contact: Jodi Clark at Jodi_Clark@kingfisherbay.com.   

The Bodrum Cup Regatta, Turkey
Peter Sommer Travels, the provider of specialist archaeological tours, gulet cruises and private charters in Turkey and Greece, is running a cruise trip to The Bodrum Cup Regatta (Saturday 10 to Monday 26 October 2009). 

In addition to exploring Turkey’s coastal sites aboard a luxurious wooden gulet, passengers will learn how to sail and then take part in the exciting 5-day Bodrum Cup Regatta.

The 20th Bodrum Cup marks the end of the cruising season in October and is unique in that only traditional and classic wooden yachts, or ‘gulets’, are permitted to compete in the main regatta. Organised by the ERA Bodrum Sailing Club, the Bodrum Cup is also the only regatta in Europe in which passengers are permitted onboard and can participate as crew members. 

The regatta, with over 100 participating vessels every year, welcomes private yachts, Turkish or foreign-flagged, and although only traditional and classic wooden yachts can compete for the Cup, non-wooden ones are accepted as non-competing guests. 

The atmosphere is lively and festive and there is such an array of prizes that few competitors come home empty-handed.

Visit : www.petersommer.com and www.bodrumcup.com. Contact : Ceyda Pekenc at ceyda@redmintcomms.co.uk. 

Sabah in Malaysian Borneo
Sabah in Malaysian Borneo borders a region of marine biodiversity known as The Coral Triangle.

The Kudat Riviera, which opens in Sabah in November 2009, is a mixed-use development offering seclusion along six kilometres of shorelines, hilltops and clifftops. With its marine and terrestrial biodiversity, the region offers wildlife and rainforest experiences, and some of the most celebrated diving in the world.

Sabah spans the seas of South East Asia and the Western Pacific. It is bounded by Malaysia, the Philippines, Papua New Guinea, the Solomon Islands, Indonesia and Timor Leste.

In an area comprising just one per cent of the Earth’s surface, this “Amazon of the Seas” contains over 75 per cent of the world’s coral reef species – as well as 40 per cent of its reef fish species.

Visit : www.kudatriviera.com. Contact : Jodie Fenn at jodie@bacall.net. 
The Orange Tree Theatre, London, UK 

The Orange Tree Theatre, London's only permanent theatre in the round, is one of the most highly respected off-West-End venues.. 

It is entirely committed to this form of theatre and all the productions are always in the round.

Visit : www.orangetreetheatre.co.uk. Contact : Meg Dobson at meg.dobson@orangetreetheatre.co.uk. 

A place to stay

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Nisbet Plantation Beach Club, Nevis, the Caribbean
Nevis is a 36-square-mile Caribbean island lies near the top of the Lesser Antilles archipelago, about 200 miles south of Puerto Rico and just west of Antigua. 

This island is approximately seven miles long and five miles wide, with natural vegetation, and one of the remaining unspoiled places on earth. 

From the top of the 3,232-foot Nevis Peak created by the only shield volcano in the Caribbean to the depths of the clear waters offshore, there is a world of flora and fauna to explore.
The Nisbet Plantation Beach Club is the Caribbean’s only resort plantation inn located directly on the beach, with 36 cottage-style units and a restored Great House that dates from 1778 set on 30 acres of tropical foliage. 

Visit www.NisbetPlantation.com. Contact : Julie Harper at julie@madiganpratt.com.
The Rome Cavalieri
The Rome Cavalieri is offering guests the chance to drive the Italian car of their dreams with a specially crafted Italian Super Car “experience day” and luxury car rental. 

Situated in a 15-acre private park just two miles from the Vatican, the Rome Cavalieri has 370 guestrooms, including 25 suites all with private balconies overlooking the city’s monuments. The hotel is home to a highly prized private collection of furniture, paintings, tapestries, statues and artefacts exhibited throughout its public spaces and suites. 
 
Visit : www.romecavalieri.comFor further press information please contact Grifco on 020 7385 7090 or email Emma Powell Emma@grifcopr.com. 
The Centara Grand Mirage Beach Resort, Pattaya, Thailand
The Centara Grand Mirage Beach Resort, the first themed beach resort hotel in Pattaya, soft-opened in July.


A 5-star property designed to a Lost World concept, the hotel features 555 rooms and suites, all facing the ocean. The Lost World theme includes an extensive water park with swimming pools, lazy river, waterfalls and other aquatic activities.


 Visit : www.centarahotelsresorts.com. Contact Ian Mills at imills@avenuesales.co.uk. 
Turtle Bay, Kenya

Turtle Bay, Kenya’s 145 room responsible resort located on Watamu beach, is spending £250,000) on a major refurbishment programme involving major upgrades to guest accommodation and public areas as well as a new, adults only swimming pool  with Jacuzzi. 
 
The Turtle Bay resort is set among 10 acres of tropically landscaped gardens and offers water sports facilities in a national Marine Park with fish, coral and marine life. 

Visit www.turtlebay.co.ke. Contact : Toby Oliver at toby@oliverrelations.co.uk. 
The Centara Grand, Bangkok
55 Fine Dining & Grill at Centara Grand at CentralWorld, Bangkok has been named Best Restaurant in Thailand by the readers of Lifestyle + Travel magazine.

The restaurant is located on the 55th floor and is a fine dining restaurant with French-Mediterranean cuisine. Chef de cuisine is Sandro Aguilera.

In addition to its fine cuisine and superb views across Bangkok, 55 Fine Dining & Grill is famous for its two-storey glass-walled wine cellar, stocked with more than 200 labels of premium wines and tended by Wine Angels who ascend to collect the selected bottles.

The Centara Grand is a five-star hotel situated in the heart of Bangkok’s central business district.

Visit : www.centarahotelsresorts.com. Contact : Ian Mills at imills@avenuesales.co.uk. 

Working with the Alliance 

The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

Huka Retreats
This iconic New Zealand lodge lies within 17-acres of manicured grounds beside the turquoise green waters of the Waikato River in Taupo.  Operating since the 1920s, the Huka Lodge, is a sister property of Dolphin Island, Fiji and Grande Provence, South Africa. Huka Falls Road, Taupo, New Zealand

Visit : www.hukaretreats.com. Contact : Elizabeth Rodgers at sales@hukaretreats.co.nz. 



Enjoy Slovakia
Enjoy Slovakia specialises on city-breaks, holiday tour packages and wellness-breaks in Slovakia.
Visit : www.enjoyslovakia.com. Contact : Marek
Farkas at marek@enjoyslovakia.com. 

 

Cruise West
Cruise West specializes in exploration small-ship cruises to explore remote and distinctive destinations in Alaska, West Coast, Central America, Mexico, South Pacific and Asia. Small ship cruising allows for up close and personal cruising not offered by the traditional larger cruise lines. Cruise West’s small cruise ships – nine in all – hold between 78-138 guests, and the casual style onboard encourages relaxation and congenial interaction between guests and crew alike. 

Visit : www.cruisewest.com. Contact : Jerrol Golden at jerrolg@cruisewest.com

Eight Hotels
Eight Hotels Australia was formed in 2002 with the single vision to create Australia's best privately owned boutique hotel collection.Our commitment to developing and operating boutique hotels in prime locations while integrating breathtaking interior design and world class hospitality has afforded our guests an unparalleled hotel experience and built our reputation as Australia's pre-eminent boutique hotel specialist.

Visit : www.eighthotels.com. Contact : Konstanze Werhahn at konstanze@eighthotels.com. 

Golden Beach Hotel
This boutique Hotel, Bijilo, The Gambia  is one of the newest in town, offering both standard rooms and 2 junior suites, all generously & modernly furnished, overlooking the Atlantic Ocean, in superb gardens, located directly on an un-spoilt golden beach, superb for a memorable vacation or the business traveller. Apart from its own pleasant conference facilities, Golden Beach Hotel is only 3 minutes away from both the new Sheraton Conference Center and Kairaba.

Visit : www.goldenbeachhotel.gm. Contact : Alieu Secka at gm@goldenbeachhotel.gm. 

Horizon Horse Trails
Set within the stunning UNESCO recognised Waterberg Biosphere Reserve, Horizon offers a diverse riding portfolio, making it one of the most varied and action-packed horse riding vacations anywhere in the world. Their emphasis is on horses and horsemanship and with a herd of over 70 horses. Horizon can cater for all levels of rider. 

Visit : www.ridinginafrica.com. Contact : Laura Dowinton at horizonranch@telkomsa.net.

Hotel Yasmin
The new design hotel Yasmin is located in the heart of Prague just few steps from the Wenceslas Square. All 187 standard rooms and 11 suites offer a superb quiet in the middle of the city centre as most rooms are facing the calm inner courtyard. Using the second hotel entrance from the Wenceslas Square you discover unexpected Yasmin summer garden terrace and Café Restaurant “Noodles”. 

Visit : www.hotel-yasmin.cz. Contact : Martina Lazarova at info@hotel-yasmin.cz. 

Agencies

The GEO Group
 

The Geo Group carries out PR, marketing and representation for clients in southern Africa. This includes whole country representation as well as representation for over fifty properties in five countries. Current work is in Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique and Swaziland. Press and other Media trips arranged. One of Geo Group's other divisions includes two BAPLA image libraries.
 

Visit: www.geo-group.co.uk and www.malawitourism.com. Contact John Douglas : tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 
Umpf

Umpf is one of the new breed of Travel PR agencies working beyond traditional, one-way media relations. Today, interaction, relationships, communities and conversations are equally as important as the ink of media coverage. It’s like PR, but with a bit more Umpf.

Visit : www.umpf.co.uk. Contact : Adrian
 Johnson at adrian@umpf.co.uk. 
River Communications
UK based River Communications is a boutique PR and Marketing agency for the luxury lifestyle and travel industry. The company specialises in securing relevant and credible editorial coverage across all media types for its clients.

Clients include : African and Indian Explorations, The Independent Traveller, Smartbox, Cathedral Peak Hotel, Luangwa River Lodge, Shimansky and Keukenhof Gardens

Visit : www.river-communications.com. Contact Deirdre Cumberbatch at deirdre@river-communications.com.

Alerts
· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.  

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.
    

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four departments boasting historic chateaux, walking & cycling routes, a variety of sports and superb natural scenery and of Champagne, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.comContact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com or on 0208 614 1448.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Yapham Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.yaphamcottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436
· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.saillofts.co.uk. Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: http://www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635.

· MSC Cruises will be delighted to consider offering cruise trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.msccruises.com. Contact: Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities, the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains. Bike the Whites will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.bikethewhites.com. Contact: Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Travel products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Magellan's

Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding.

The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful and appreciated products and provides travelers with :

· a single source of state-of-the-art, quality travel products 

· up-to-the-minute and well-researched information to meet the needs of all travelers, and 

· an exceptional customer experience 

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk
Girlstravelclub.co.uk is an online boutique specialising in natural, organic and stylish travel accessories for women travellers. In addition to travel gear and clothes, they also provide;
· natural travel remedies and insect repellents 

· packing lists and lots of tips for safe and healthy travel 

· their own range of recycled leather travel accessories 

· their own range of organic travel beauty products 

· responsibly sourced travel journals and stationery 

· Travelskills courses run in the heart of the Sussex countryside, providing bushcraft and survival knowledge for female travellers.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk will be delighted to offer products for review to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one, and are happy to give writers the opportunity to join them on one of their Travelskills survival courses.

 

Visit : www.girlstravelclub.co.uk. Contact Becci on 07766 016502 or at info@girlstravelclub.co.uk. 

Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

Anova Books

www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone

Visit : www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

 www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing

www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Kuperard Publishers
 
www.kuperard.co.uk. Caroline Eden at caroline@kuperard.co.uk
Lonely Planet

 

www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Morris Communications 

www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Rough Guides 

www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft

www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
The International Travel Writers Alliance
The Alliance
 
The Alliance provides information and support to over 7,200 professionals who travel to write, broadcast or create images.
 
You can see the caliber of Alliance members by visiting www.itwalliance.com and clicking on Members/member profiles. This section is updated weekly.

Alliance services in brief
 

Through the Alliance we can reach and influence professional travel writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters by :

· placing information and images on the Alliance website

· distributing travel information and story ideas to professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers through our bi-monthly bulletins

· producing Destination dossiers, which are detailed media briefings sent to members and used by partners and their agencies for press pack information

· emailing Alliance alerts to members 

· organising Destination networking events (linked to the destination dossiers)

· planning and managing individual and group press trips, and

· staging professional travel writer symposiums in key destinations
AllWays 

 
AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com) is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance.
 
The AllWays package 
AllWays will comprises :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue e-newsletters and updates for AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
· AllWays magazine : launches as phase two of the AllWays development, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility. 
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