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Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

DFDS Seaways

DFDS Seaways, which sails from Newcastle and Harwich has a range of mini cruises with themes that include an Abba tribute, Halloween fright nights, Boom Chicago, comedy cruises, and romantic breaks. 

Visit : www.dfds.co.uk/theme. For press trip opportunities contact : Sophie O'Mahony at sophie.omahony@robson-brown.co.uk. 

Autumn breaks on Isles of Scilly
Lying 30 miles off the tip of the Cornish Coast, the Isles of Scilly offer white sand beaches, azure waters and a climate where sub-tropical plants thrive.

There are over 100 islands making up the Isles of Scilly - only five of which are inhabited (St Mary’s, Tresco, St Martins, St Agnes and Bryher) offering holiday accommodation from luxury hotels to self-catering cottages and camp sites.

Warmed by the Gulf Stream, the islands enjoy a microclimate that attracts rare birds amongst the colourful hedgerows where exotic plants thrive.

The islands are protected by various environmental designations and is recognised as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members. 

Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

News 

American 'Greyhound' bus services launched in UK
14 September 2009 
FirstGroup starts operating buses using the American 'Greyhound' brand, initially on coach services hourly from London Victoria to Portsmouth & Southampton, with more services next year.

Fares from £1.50 are to guarantee leather seats, free wi-fi, air conditioning & complimentary newspapers. First bought Greyhound 2 years ago

Visit : www.firstgroup.com Contact : contactus@firstgroup.com 

GoingGreen conference
14 - 16 Sep 2009 : United States

GoingGreen conference, features CEO presentations & debates on the most promising emerging green technologies & new entrepreneurial opportunities


Visit : www.alwayson.goingon.com. Contact : Noah Gellman at noah@alwayson-network.com. 

European Cities and the Global Climate Change Challenge' conference, Stockholm, Sweden 

14 - 15 Sep 2009

The Swedish EU Presidency hosts 'High-level conference' entitled 'European Cities and the Global Climate Change Challenge', which addresses issues in relation to how sustainable urban development can be a part of meeting the challenges connected with climate change and at the same time contribute to the conversion to a low-carbon, green economy


Visit : www.se2009.eu 

Ted Kennedy memoirs published
14 Sep 2009

'True Compass: A Memoir' by Senator Edward M Kennedy aka Ted Kennedy is published in the wake of his death from a malignant brain tumour on 25 August. 

The brother of former President John F. Kennedy was the 3rd longest serving Senator in U.S. history & was once tipped to be the next Kennedy in the White House but was plagued by the scandal which followed his failure to report the car accident at Chappaquiddick near his home in 1969 in which his female passenger died

It is co-written by journalist, author & biographer Ron Powers and published by Little, Brown Book Group.


Visit : www.littlebrown.co.uk Contact : Hannah Torjussen at hannah.torjussen@littlebrown.co.uk 

Fortune Most Powerful Women Summit
14 - 16 Sep 2009 at the Four Seasons hotel, Aviara, CA

Fortune Most Powerful Women Summit will be a premiere gathering of women leaders in business, government, academia, philanthropy, and the arts. 

Speakers incl Yahoo Chief Exec Carol Bartz, Berkshire Hathaway Chairman & CEO Warren Buffett, & former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice


Visit : www.timeinc.net. Contact : Daniel Kile at Daniel_kile@timeinc.com 

American Airlines
14 Sep 2009 


American Airlines start charging $50 to check in 2nd bag on international flights
Press 

Visit : www.americanairlines.com Contact : corp.comm@aa.com 

WWII veterans revisit theatres of war
WWII veterans will be using grants from the UK’s Big Lottery Fund's Heroes Return 2 programme to travel to Holland and take part in commemorative events marking the 65th anniversary of Operation Market Garden (17-25 Sep 1944) - the largest airborne operation of all time which had the objective of securing a series of bridges over the main rivers in Nazi occupied Holland. 

The Heroes Return 2 programme is awarding grants for Second World War veterans to return to theatres of war across the world to commemorate the battles they served in


Visit : www.biglotteryfund.org.uk  Contact : James Nicholls at James.Nicholls@biglotteryfund.org.uk 

'The Lost Symbol' by Dan Brown published 

15 Sep 2009


'The Lost Symbol' by Dan Brown is published worldwide from the author of 'The Da Vinci Code' & 'Angels & Demons' continuing the adventures of historian Robert Langdon. 

Published by Transworld in the UK, the book is to have a global English language 1st print run of 6.5m copies, the largest 1st print in the history of Random House. e-book version published simultaneously. 

The plot takes place in a 12-hour period & has taken the author 5 years of research to create.

Visit : www.randomhouse.co.uk Contact : Maureen Corish at mcorish@randomhouse.co.uk 

Frankfurt Motor Show press days
15 - 16 Sep 2009 Germany

Highlights includes the Mini Coupe Concept car, the new Peugeot 5008 & RCZ models, & an electric version of the Trabant, updated from the infamous Communist-era East German original


Visit : www.iaa.de Contact the press office at presse@vda.de
Rugby Football Union elite rugby media open day, UK
15 September 2009

The Rugby Football Union (RFU) elite rugby department media open day at Twickenham Stadium, London begins with an introduction from Rob Andtrew - the RFU's director of elite rugby at 11:00.

Visit : www.rfu.com Contact : Richard Prescott at richardprescott@rfu.com
Queen Charlotte's Ball for debutantes returns
16 Sep 2009 

Queen Charlotte's Ball, debutante ball that was founded by Queen Charlotte over 200 years ago returns for the 1st time in more than a decade at Durbar Court, Whitehall, London. 

International debutantes wear Pronovias white gowns and jewellery by Mikimoto as they are introduced to royalty including Princess Olga Romanov, a descendent of the Russian Imperial family, Princess Katarina of Yugoslavia & Don Alfonso di Borbon y Franco, the Duke of Anjou & Cadiz. The procession takes place in front of the traditional 8 foot high cake 

Visit : www.londonseason.net Contact : Jennie Hallam-Peel at jhp@londonseason.net 

International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer
16 September 2009

The International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer, USA, commemorating 1987 signing of the Montreal Protocol which aimed to phase out production & use of ozone-depleting compounds


Visit : www.un.org Contact : Nick Nuttall UNEP Spokesperson at nick.nuttall@unep.org and Linda Capper British Antarctic Survey at l.capper@bas.ac.uk 

Leads
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

GuideGecko International Writing Contest 

GuideGecko, the publishing platform and online bookstore for travel guides is now accepting submissions for its international writing contest in conjunction with the world's largest book fair in Frankfurt, Germany. 

Closing date is 24 September 2009 and prize-winners will be announced on 25 September 2009. 

Visit www.guidegecko.com/writing-contest. Contact : Daniel Quadt at info@guidegecko.com. 

VIVA! Santa Fe 

Santa Fe launches 16 months of events celebrating the 400th anniversary on 5 and 6 September 2009. Visit : www.santafe400th.com Contact : Steve Lewis at Steve.lewisnm@comcast.net
Virgin Atlantic
Virgin Atlantic is the first airline in the world to implement an e-ticketing agreement with Eurostar, enabling passengers to travel seamlessly between London and Paris or Brussels. Virgin Atlantic passengers can make a booking on Eurostar at the same time as they book their air ticket via the Virgin Atlantic.

Visit : www.virginatlantic.com Contact : Emily.Andariese@fly.virgin.com.

The Aruba Music Festival
Soul band, Earth, Wind and Fire will headline the eighth annual Aruba Music Festival in the the Dutch Caribbean island of Aruba (9 – 10 October 2009). Situated 15 miles from South America, Aruba offers beaches in the south, rugged cliffs and black pebbles in the north, and an arid interior of red rocks and cacti. 

Visit : www.aruba.com. Contact :  Clair Horwood at clair@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 
 

Ecoventura
Ecoventura is the winner of Conde Nast Traveler’s (CNT) 15th Annual World Savers Award in the category of Cruise Lines. The award recognizes Ecoventura’s ongoing mission to be the pacesetter for responsible tourism in the Galapagos Islands.

Visit : www.ecoventura.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com. 
The Tenby Blues Festival
The fourth Tenby Blues Festival takes place in Pembrokeshire, South West Wales over the weekend of Friday 13 – Sunday 15 November 2009. 

Visit : www.TenbyBlues.co.uk. Contact :  Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com
Paragliding for Two in the Kootenay Rockies, British Columbia
Altitude Adventures, offer tandem paragliding of up to 12,000 feet in the Kootenay Rockies region of British Columbia, Canada.

Visit : www.altitudeadventures.ca. To read more story ideas from the Kootenay Rockies region, visit www.hellobc.com/krbcmedia. Contact : Carla Mont ay Carla.Mont@tourismbc.com. 


Cycle Australia
Active, bike loving travellers are being offered a range of cycling tours available in South Australia through through Adelaide-based Adventure Collective. Options including an epic 30-day Gulf to Gulf trip, five-day food and wine lovers tour as well as an itinerary for Tour Down Under race fans. 

Visit : www.southaustralia.com and www.adventurecollective.com.au. Contact : Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independent-pr.co.uk.

CAMRA Good Beer Guide 

The Good Beer Guide lists over 5000 UK pubs and contains details of UK breweries and their respective ales and lists the top beers in a variety of categories.

Visit : www.camra.org.uk. Contact : Jon Howard at jon.howard@camra.org.uk. 

The year ahead

Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on events and celebrations worldwide. Sponsored by The Year Ahead.

Sunset Strip Music Festival Los Angeles, CA

10 September 2009 to 12 September 2009 (annual, 2nd)

The festival pays tribute to icons who've made an impact on Sunset Strip. Venues include Cat Club, House of Blues, Key Club, The Roxy Theatre, Viper Room and Whisky A Go-Go.

Visit: www.sunsetstripmusicfestival.com. Contact : Courtney Kemp at kemp@thesunsetstrip.com.

A Woman Of Substance Awards, London, UK
10 September 2009 (1st)

The awards at the Dorchester  Hotel, London are the inaugural awards celebrating real women in Britain.

Visit : www.awosawards.co.uk. Contact : Mars Webb at mars@mbcomms.co.uk.

America Supports You Freedom Walk - September 11 commemoration
12 September 2009 (annual, 5th)

Held at various venues throughout the USA, the walks honour the victims of the September 11, 2001 attacks against the USA and its military personnel. Walks are held across the country on or around September 11th. Organisers hope each US state will host its own Freedom Walk.

Visit : www.ourmilitary.mil. Contact : media@defenselink.mil. 

Clipper Round The World Yacht Race 

13 September 2009 to 17 July 2010 (biennial, 7th)

The only round the world yacht race for non-professional sailors sees 10 yachts departing Hull & Humber, Kingston upon Hull and compete over 35,000 miles of ocean visiting various venues worldwide.

Visit : www.clipperroundtheworld.com. Contact : Zoe Williamson at zwilliamson@clipper-ventures.com.

Domino Day, Leeuwarden, The Netherlands
13 September 2009 (annual, 11th)

World record attempt for the highest number of falling domino stones. Record in the Guinness Book of Records in 2006 when a total of 4,079,381 dominoes were toppled.

Visit : www.dominodomain.com. Contact : Robin Paul-Weijers at info@dominodomain.com.

San Sebastian International Film Festival, Spain
18 September 2009 to 26 September 2009 (annual, 57th)

Also known as Semana Grande, the festival begins with the firing of a gun at the Basque seaside town of Donostia. Activities include concerts, dances and fireworks.

Visit : www.sansebastianfestival.com. Contact : Gemma Beltrán at press@sansebastianfestival.com.

Monaco Yacht Show 

23 September 2009 to 26 September 2009 (annual, 19th)

Glamourous carbon-neutral event open to professional visitors and the general public. Features over 95 yachts worth a combined £810m.

Visit : www.monacoyachtshow.com. Contact : Johan Pizzardini at johan@monacoyachtshow.mc.

Romaeuropa Festival, Rome, Italy
23 September 2009 to 02 December 2009 (annual, 23rd)

International contemporary arts event, features world-class music, dance and theatre performances as well as art exhibitions and installations. Opens with The Magic Flute by the Orchestra di Piazza Vittorio.

Visit :www.romaeuropa.net. Contact : Donatella Franciosi at d.franciosi@romaeuropa.net.

Gothenburg Book Fair, Sweden
24 September 2009 to 27 September 2009 (annual, 25th)

Largest literary event in northern Europe where international authors gather to take part in seminars, book readings, conversations and signings. 800 exhibitors present authors and showcase latest publications. More than 100,000 visitors from around 30 countries attend.

Visit : www.goteborg-bookfair.com. Contact : Birgitta Jacobsson Ekblom at bje@goteborg-bookfair.com.

Galway International Oyster Festival, Republic of Ireland
24 September 2009 to 27 September 2009 (annual, 55th)

Highlights include the World Oyster Opening Championship, at which 100,000 Galway oysters are washed down with large quantities of Guinness, plus live jazz performances and a gala ball.

Visit : www.galwayoysterfest.com. Contact : John Rabbitt at info@galwayoysterfest.com.

Women's Fiction Festival, Matera, Italy
24 September 2009 to 27 September 2009 (annual, 6th)

Only international writers' conference where writers learn about the market, sell their books and find a literary agent. Includes conferences, workshops, talks with authors and the presentation of the Baccante Literary Prize to a writer who has made major contributions to women's fiction.

Visit : www.womensfictionfestival.com. Contact : Mariateresa Cascino at mtcascino@womensfictionfestival.com. 

International London Tattoo Convention Tobacco Dock, London
25 September 2009 to 27 September 2009 (annual, 5th)

One of the largest events of its type in the world. Features include sculpture, photography, clothing, art exhibitions, light shows, freak shows, tattoo contests, an interactive Art Fusion Camp and dance areas.

Visit : www.thelondontattooconvention.com. Contact Roland Hyams at roland@workhardpr.com.

World Rabies Day, worldwide
28 September 2009 (annual)

Focuses on the impact of human and animal rabies, how easy it is to prevent, and how to eliminate the main global sources.

Visit : www.worldrabiesday.org. Contact : Peter Costa at peter.costa@worldrabiesday.org.

World Cheese Awards, Canary Islands, Spain
September 30 to October 4 2009 (annual, 7th)

World's largest international cheese competition. Awards are presented for cheeses in categories including British, Cheddar, Blue and Irish. Also includes a congress and festival.

Visit : www.finefoodworld.co.uk. Contact : Jennifer Goss at jennifer@completemediagroup.co.uk.

For more information on The Year Ahead visit : www.yearahead.co.uk. Contact : Robert Reeves at Robert.Reeves@profilegroup.co.uk. 

Reasons to write about

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Slow trains in West Virginia
Vintage passenger trains offer spectacular mountain wilderness and West Virginia scenery from a range of rail tours throughout the state.

The New Tygart Flyer is a climate controlled passenger train operating a four hour 46 mile round trip starting in Elkins (Central West Virginia) with two separate mountain grades, an S curve tunnel, passage into a 1,500 deep canyon with steep densely forested slopes and crossing a high bridge over the Shavers Fork of the Cheat River. 

The 6-hour 78-mile ride from Belington also includes the scenic Nova Scotia Rocks area and many excellent views of the Tygart Valley River. Both trips culminate at the High Falls of Cheat, an 18’ high 150’ wide waterfall in one of the most remote and pristine settings in the eastern US

The Cheat Mountain Salamander covers nearly 80 miles travelling through areas of extreme isolation, passing rock walls and around the two tightest mainline rail curves in the US. 

The southerly upstream trip travels deep into the high elevation spruce forest atop the mountain, through the Historic District of the old town of Spruce and completes its journey in a hand-dug notch called the “Big Cut” which is the highest mainline railroad east of the Mississippi River. 

The Potomac Eagle Scenic Railroad is a three-hour narrated trip that winds through pastures and farms dating from the early 1700s with sightings of American Bald Eagles in their natural habitat along the South Branch of the Potomac River.  

The Collis P Huntington Railroad Historical Society operates a series of special fall foliage tours through the scenic New River Gorge known as the Grand Canyon of the East. 

The Cass Scenic Railroad State Park has the world’s largest roster of operating geared steam locomotives, which still run on the same line built back in 1901 to haul lumber to the mill in Cass. Many of the locomotives are the same Shays that have been used in Cass for more than half a century. The passenger cars are old logging flat-cars refurbished into passenger cars.

The Durbin Rocket Excursion Train is a 55-ton antique built in 1910 for the Moore – Keppel Lumber Co. Today, visitors can ride in an authentic 1920s Caboose behind the #3 along the Greenbrier River in northern Pocahontas County.  

Visit : www.wvtourism.com. Contact : Jane Wilson at wv@attachecommunications.co.uk.

Vanity Fair Portraits: Photographs 1913-2008 at the Royal Ontario Mueum
26 September 2009 to 3 January 2010


Vanity Fair Portraits: Photographs 1913-2008, a collaboration between Vanity Fair and the National Portrait Gallery, London showcases 150 portraits, including classic images from Vanity Fair’s early period and photographs featured in the magazine since its 1983 relaunch.

The Royal Ontario Museum (ROM) is Canada's largest dual-mandate museum, one that encompasses both natural history and world cultures, and is also a major research institution consisting of curatorial departments, galleries and exhibitions in the fields of art, archaeology and natural science. 

Visit : www.rom.on.ca. Contact : Anne Marie Todaro at amtodaro@rom.on.ca
Dominica

Known as “the Nature Island” and located between the French islands of Guadeloupe and Martinique in the Eastern Caribbean, the independent nation of Dominica is the largest and most mountainous of the Windward Islands.

It is an island of volcanic origins with mountains reaching heights of nearly 5,000 feet, rainforests that are considered among the last true oceanic rainforests in the world, more than 365 rivers, waterfalls, the second largest Boiling Lake in the world and coral reefs.

Dominica is also home to the last remaining settlement of Indigenous People of the Caribbean – The Carib Indians. 

The Island’s eco-tourism options include scuba diving, snorkeling, mountain biking, kayaking, horseback riding, nature tours, hiking/trekking, whale, dolphin and bird watching, sailing and fishing.

Dominica is the first country in the world to receive Benchmarking designation from the prestigious eco-tourism organization Green Globe 21. 

National Geographic’s Center for Sustainable Destination ranked the island as the top sustainable island in the Caribbean and among the top ten in the world. 
Visit : www.discoverdominica.com. Contact : Patricia Rowan at patricia@adams-pr.com. 

The Kumbh Mela festival
The Kumbh Mela festival in northern India is the largest gathering of people on Earth. 

Millions of Hindu believers and ascetic holy men—many naked and dusted with white ash—will converge on the Ganges River at Haridwar, between is 11-25 March 2010. 

The Kumbh Mela festival is the centerpiece of a 15-day, five-star-accommodation by Asia Transpacific Journeys journey called “Treasures of India” that explores India’s famous icons and UNESCO World Heritage sites, as well as remote villages and lesser-known temples.

Visit : www.AsiaTranspacific.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com. 

Seattle
Seattle has been named the greenest and most sustainable city in the whole of the USA, beating 655 other cities in a survey carried out by the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC).  

Seattle was praised for its commitment to environmental issues with the NRDC citing that 90 per cent of the city’s power is generated from hydroelectric plants, which helps to keep air quality high.

It also highlighted that in 2005, Mayor Greg Nickels launched the US Conference of Mayors Climate Agreement to encourage US cities to meet the goals of the Kyoto Protocol, since its inception over 900 American cities have signed on.

Seattle is at the forefront of minimising its carbon footprint and has created two global warming initiatives, Seattle Climate Action Now and Seattle Climate Partnership.   

 After Seattle the 14 top ranking cities in the NRDC study were San Francisco, Portland, Oakland, San Jose, Austin, Sacramento, Boston, Denver, Chicago, San Diego, New York, Los Angeles, Dallas, and Columbus.

Washington State itself was named the best cycle friendly state in the whole of the US by the League of American Bicyclists.

Located in the Pacific Northwest, Seattle is a relaxed city surrounded by water and snow-capped mountains.

Washington State is the second largest wine producing state and has the only temperate rainforest in the US as well as an active volcano and numerous national parks.

Visit www.visitseattle.org and www.experiencewa.com. Contact : Samantha Preece at samantha@firstpr.co.uk. 

The Terceira International Jazz Festival, Azores
Some of the world’s finest jazz will be performing at the Terceira International Jazz Festival (2- 4 October 2009).

Terceira, an island in the Azores in the North Atlantic, is known for its a quaint island with cobbled streets, townhouse, cathedrals and 19th Century chapels and UNESCO World Heritage status. 

Visitors can island hop to the other eight islands’ in the group through flight connections with SATA Internacional.  

Visit : www.azores.com/azores/terceira.php, 

blocked::http://www.sata.pt/


http://www.sata.pt/" 
www.sata.pt
, www.azoreschoice.com. Contact : Emma Goodwin at emma@ktapr.com. 

Pro-surfing in Vancouver

Tofino, on Vancouver Island's wild west coast, will stage Canada's first-ever contest pro-surfing competition from 25 to 31 October

Over 100 professional surfers will take part during this World Qualifying Series with a $145,000 first prize.BC's rugged shorelines prove a showcase for testing pointbreaks, reefs and beachbreaks, complete with winds and swells.

Fog, snow, freezing temperatures and ice-cold water also add to the extremity of this event.

It is one of five events on four continents - which began in March 2009 in Tasmania and will culminate in November 2009 in Santa Cruz, California

Visit : www.oneill.com/cwc . To read more story ideas from the Vancouver Island region, visit www.hellobc.com/vancouverislandmedia. Contact : Carla Mont at Carla.Mont@tourismbc.com.

Skiing in Turkey 

Offering altitudes on par with the Alps and the American Rockies and a traditional November through April mountain season as well as year-round glacier skiing, Turkey offers winter sport experiences that are as varied and challenging.

Whether for cross-country, downhill, heli-skiing, snowboarding or snow-shoeing, Turkey’s ski resorts offer modern facilities and equipment, skilled skiing instructors and a full range of contemporary accommodations.  
 

Turkey’s ski resorts are generally less costly than many other popular European ski destinations, due in part to Turkey’s currency being the Turkish Lira and not the more expensive Euro. 

Visit : www.goturkey.com or www.tourismturkey.org. Contact : Jessica Del Guercio at Jessica@msilver-pr.com. 
What’s happening in San Francisco 

 

· the Autumn Moon Festival Returns to San Francisco’s Chinatown (19 – 20 September 2009) 
· opening Set for The Walt Disney Family Museum (1October 2009)  

· the Free Hardly Strictly Bluegrass Festival returns to Golden Gate Park (2 – 4 October 2009) 
· OVO, Cirque du Soleil’s latest big top touring production makes its US premiere in San Francisco (27 November 2009) 
· San Francisco’s de Young Museum is the only venue in the world to host two impressionist exhibitions from Musee d’Orsay (May 2010-January 2011) 
Visit : www.onlyinsanfrancisco.com. Contact : Tanya Houseman at thouseman@sanfrancisco.travel. 
Airship Ventures' Eureka
Airship Ventures' Eureka, the world's largest Zeppelin is to offer new and expanded flightseeing tours over the Los Angeles and Orange counties. 

At 246 feet in length, Airship Ventures' Eureka is 15 feet longer than a Boeing 747, and dwarfing the largest blimp by more than 50 feet. 

One of only three Zeppelins currently operating in the world, Eureka is North America's only passenger airship, offering guests spectacular 360-degree views of the sights on flightseeing tours above the San Francisco Bay, Silicon Valley, Monterey and Los Angeles.

The Zeppelin's spacious cabin comfortably accommodates one pilot, one flight attendant, and 12 passengers with luxury features including oversized panoramic windows, an onboard restroom with window, and a 180-degree rear observation window and "love seat" that wraps the entire aft of the cabin. 

Using the inert gas helium for lift, and vectored thrust engines for flight, Zeppelin NTs have been flying in Germany and Japan since 1997 with an unparalleled safety record.

Visit: www.airshipventures.com. Contact : Chris Zappia at christopher.zappia@queenmary.com. 

UK ‘death wish list’ cities 

Scotland’s capital Edinburgh, World Heritage City Bath and 2008’s European City of Culture Liverpool have been voted the top three UK cities Brits most want to visit before they die according to Travelodge.    
 
The hotel chain surveyed 5,500 Britons to investigate their views on British cities and uncover the nation’s top ten UK city ‘Bucket List’. The top ten cities were Edinburgh; Bath;  Liverpool; Belfast; Glasgow; Oxford; London; Cardiff; York and Cambridge.

Travelodge has created a series of free UK city guides which offer detailed information on free attractions to visit. 

Visit : www.travelodge.co.uk. Contact : Shakila Ahmed at shakila.ahmed@travelodge.co.uk.

Events in Tallin, Eastonia
Tallinn is the capital and largest city of Estonia, a country in the Baltic region of Northern Europe, which is bordered to the north by the Gulf of Finland, to the west by the Baltic Sea, to the south by Latvia and to the east by the Russian Federation

Flowers in bloom 

Flowers adorn the city until 10 October as a garden design festival draws horticulturists from Finland, Sweden, Russia, and Macedonia as well as local designers  to the medieval town walls located on Towers Square. The festival ends with a light festival in Kadriorg Park.

Visit : www.lillefestival.tallinn.ee. 

Jazzkaar Autumn Season
Jazzkaar's Autumn Jazz 2009 until 19 November has 12 concerts including music of Estonian composer Raimond Valgre.

Visit : www.jazzkaar.ee. 

Golden Mask in Estonia 2009

The 5th Golden Mask in Estonia festival, 6 to 13 October, is the most important international theatrical event in the country’s calendar. 

Visit : www.goldenmask.ee. 

New Music Festival 

The 11th New Music Festival, 20 to 25 October will concentrate on music, theatre and multimedia projects with featured composers are Heiner Goebbels (Germany) and Georges Aperghis (France).

Visit : www.concert.ee. 

Black Nights Film Festival
Tallinn Black Nights Film Festival, 12 November to 6 December, showcases feature, animated, student and children/youth films. 

Visit : www.poff.ee. 

Visit : www.tourism.tallinn.ee. Contact : Karen Alamets at karen.alamets@tallinnlv.e. 
A place to stay

The St. Regis Princeville Resort, Hawaii
The St. Regis Princeville Resort, which opens on 1 October 2009, is Starwood Hotels and Resorts first resort in Hawaii.

The resort will offer the St. Regis Butler service and Kaua‘i Grill, a signature restaurant by chef Jean-Georges Vongerichten.  

Among the resort’s signature features will be a brand new 10,000 square foot Halele‘a (House of Joy) Spa and a unique infinity pool situated on the ocean overlooking Hanalei Bay. 

There are also two premiere 18- hole golf courses.

The resort is surrounded by five mountains, a patchwork of taro farms, a wildlife refuge, equestrian paths and hiking trails, ancient sea caves and lagoons.

Visit www.Starwoodhawaii.com. Contact : Nicole LaBerge at nlaberge@commpac.com. 
New Ecuador tour
Adventure Life is running an Ecuador tour that focuses on the Historic family ranches found along the Avenue of the Volcanoes of the Ecuadorian highlands. 

These haciendas provide a glimpse into the history and culture of a time when gauchos and grazing cattle were abundant in the shadows of the Cotacachi, Cayambe and Cotopaxi volcanoes. 

The 7-day trip explores the highlands with visits with an expert guide to the market town, Otavalo, and to Cotopaxi volcano. 

This trip can be customized based on travelers' interests with optional horseback riding, hiking, and other cultural activities. 

Visit : www.adventure-life.com/tours/haciendas-of-ecuador. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com.  

Lower priced European destinations

A survey by Eurostat has found Macedonia to be the cheapest European country for travellers, followed by Bulgaria and Albania. 

In general south-eastern Europe is cheaper to visit than central and northern areas, with average prices for food, drinks, hotels, restaurants and transport being much lower.

Adventure specialist Explore has a group tour which combines Macedonia and Albania.

Explore also offers tours to Bulgaria, and in total to eight of the top ten cheapest European countries.

Visit : www.tailormadeexplore.co.uk. Contact : Richard Mellor at R.Mellor@travelpr.co.uk. 

Dubai’s designer hotels
Two of the world’s fashion houses are set to launch their new luxury hotels in Dubai. 

The Armani Hotel

Set to open later this year, the world’s first Armani Hotel will occupy the first eight floors and floors 38 and 39 of the Burj Dubai development, the world’s tallest building. 

The hotel will feature 160 rooms and suites, fully furnished with Armani Casa and will also feature a collection of 144 luxury private residences.

Visit : www.armanihotels.com. 

The Palazzo Versace Hotel

Dubai is also the chosen location for the Palazzo Versace Hotel in the emirate’s Culture Village on Dubai Creek. 

Visit : www.palazzorversace.ae. 

The Tiger Woods Dubai

In addition, the Lebanese designer Elie Saab will be establishing a signature luxury boutique hotel at the Tiger Woods Dubai.     

Visit : www.tigerwoodsdubai.com. 

Visit www.dubaitravelmarket.co.uk. Contact : Michelle Mcgrath at mmcgrath@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk. 
VIP Platinum Collection, the French Alps
VIP Platinum Collection comprises luxury ski chalets in the French Alps, which offer personal chefs who will liaise directly with guests prior to their ski-ing holiday so that bespoke menus can be prepared personally.

 

Guests will also have access to a private chauffeur with dedicated 4X4 vehicle outdoor hot tubs, sauna or hammam and private cinema. 

  

Visit : www.vip-chalets.com. Contact : Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.

The Huka Retreats, New Zealand 

Three lodges in Hawke’s Bay, of New Zealand are working as a package.

Kauri Cliffs in Northland, Huka Lodge in Taupo and The Farm at Cape Kidnappers also offer rounds of golf at some of New Zealand’s most dynamic courses located at Kauri Cliffs, Cape Kidnappers and at Wairakei. 

Visit : www.hukaretreats.com. Contact : sales@hukaretreats.co.nz. 

Shangri-La Hotel, Ningbo, China
Shangri-La Hotels and Resorts has opened Shangri-La Hotel, Ningbo in the Zhejiang province of China.

The hotel is the group’s third property in the Zhejiang province (after the Shangri-La Hotel, Hangzhou and the Shangri-La Hotel, Wenzhou) among a current portfolio of 27 mainland China hotels. 

Long known as a major trading and shipping hub, Ningbo is a two-hour drive from Shanghai via the Hangzhou Bay Bridge and a two-hour flight from Hong Kong.  

It is one of China’s oldest cities, steeped in history and boasts a number of cultural relics.  

In modern times, Ningbo has become a major exporter of consumer and electrical products, textiles, food and industrial tools and is one of China's busiest port cities.   

The 563-room Shangri-La Hotel, Ningbo is located in the heart of the central business district, is a 20-minute drive from the airport and is within walking distance of Ningbo’s largest shopping area, Tianyi Square. 

Visit : www.shangri-la.com. Contact : Kate Jones at kate.jones@shangri-la.com. 

The Grand Resort Bad Ragaz, Switzerland

A leading spa destination in Switzerland, the Grand Resort Bad Ragaz is set among snow capped mountains, clean crisp air and fresh flowing water and only an hour from Zurich.

The resort comprises two five star hotels, a Medical Health Centre, the Tamina Therme thermal spa and the To B. Wellbeing & Spa.

A €100 million refurbishment of the resort has recently taken place.

Visit : www.resortragaz.ch. Contact : Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com.

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Working with the Alliance 

The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

Epoque Hotels
Epoque Hotels is a collection of over 300 luxury boutique hotels in the major destinations worldwide. The Classic Line is devoted to more traditional properties, while the Avantgarde Line features ultra modern design hotels.

Visit : www.epoquehotels.com  Contact : Stefano Maranzana at stefano@epoquehotels.com

Laguna Phuket
Laguna Phuket is Asia‘s finest destination resort comprising five deluxe hotels: Banyan Tree Phuket, Dusit Laguna Resort, Laguna Beach Resort, Sheraton Grande Laguna Phuket and Allamanda Laguna Phuket.

All share 600 acres of tropical parkland and three kilometres of beach frontage with the Laguna Phuket Golf Club, Canal Shopping Village, Banyan Tree Spa, four Angsana Spas, Laguna Wedding Chapel and Quest Laguna Phuket Adventure, a leading corporate training and outdoor recreation facility.

Visit : www.lagunaphuket.com  Contact : Nattira Anakasiri at nattiraa@lagunaphuket.com 

Marigot Bay
The five star Discovery at Marigot Bay resort and the associated marina and marina village is situated on the eastern Caribbean island of St Lucia. The resort is interested in hearing from Alliance members on assignments, with commissions or who are able to obtain one and who are interested in St Lucia.

Visit : www.discoverystlucia.com Contact : Molly McDaniel at mcdaniel.molly@gmail.com 

Mead Brown
Mead Brown is a boutique firm offering e private villas and homes plus premium condominiums for celebrities and those who expect value, service and fine accommodations. The genuine care and comfort of our guests results in service and experiences as memorable as Costa Rica itself. 

Visit : www.meadbrown.com Contact at Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com 

Agencies

Adams Unlimited
Adams Unlimited specialises in the domestic and international travel and hospitality industry. 

Visit : www.adams-pr.com. Cathy Preece at cathy@adams-pr.com.

Blakeborough PR
Blakeborough Ltd is a specialist travel PR agency. Established in 2000 its Director has almost 20 years experience working for travel clients ranging from tourist boards, to airlines, tour operators and hotels.

Visit : www.blakeborough.com. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com.

Financial Dynamics
FD is a consumer and corporate PR agency working for travel brands.

Visit : www.fd.com. Contact Jo Winser at jo.winser@fd.com 


Alerts
· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.  

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.
    

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four departments boasting historic chateaux, walking & cycling routes, a variety of sports and superb natural scenery and of Champagne, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.comContact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com or on 0208 614 1448.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Yapham Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.yaphamcottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436
· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.saillofts.co.uk. Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: http://www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635.

· MSC Cruises will be delighted to consider offering cruise trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.msccruises.com. Contact: Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities, the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains. Bike the Whites will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.bikethewhites.com. Contact: Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Travel products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Magellan's

Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding.

The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful and appreciated products and provides travelers with :

· a single source of state-of-the-art, quality travel products 

· up-to-the-minute and well-researched information to meet the needs of all travelers, and 

· an exceptional customer experience 

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk
Girlstravelclub.co.uk is an online boutique specialising in natural, organic and stylish travel accessories for women travellers. In addition to travel gear and clothes, they also provide;
· natural travel remedies and insect repellents 

· packing lists and lots of tips for safe and healthy travel 

· their own range of recycled leather travel accessories 

· their own range of organic travel beauty products 

· responsibly sourced travel journals and stationery 

· Travelskills courses run in the heart of the Sussex countryside, providing bushcraft and survival knowledge for female travellers.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk will be delighted to offer products for review to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one, and are happy to give writers the opportunity to join them on one of their Travelskills survival courses.

 

Visit : www.girlstravelclub.co.uk. Contact Becci on 07766 016502 or at info@girlstravelclub.co.uk. 

Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

Anova Books

www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone

Visit : www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

 www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing

www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Kuperard Publishers
 
www.kuperard.co.uk. Caroline Eden at caroline@kuperard.co.uk
Lonely Planet

 

www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Morris Communications 

www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Rough Guides 

www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft

www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
The International Travel Writers Alliance
The Alliance
 
The Alliance provides information and support to over 7,200 professionals who travel to write, broadcast or create images.
 
You can see the caliber of Alliance members by visiting www.itwalliance.com and clicking on Members/member profiles. This section is updated weekly.

Alliance services in brief
 

Through the Alliance we can reach and influence professional travel writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters by :

· placing information and images on the Alliance website

· distributing travel information and story ideas to professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers through our bi-monthly bulletins

· producing Destination dossiers, which are detailed media briefings sent to members and used by partners and their agencies for press pack information

· emailing Alliance alerts to members 

· organising Destination networking events (linked to the destination dossiers)

· planning and managing individual and group press trips, and

· staging professional travel writer symposiums in key destinations
AllWays 

 
AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com) is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance.
 
The AllWays package 
AllWays will comprises :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue e-newsletters and updates for AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
· AllWays magazine : launches as phase two of the AllWays development, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility. 
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