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Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Invitation to review three boutique central London hotels
 

The Bentley London Waldorf Astoria Collection (5-star), Courthouse Doubletree by Hilton (5-star) and the Washington Mayfair Hotel(4-star deluxe) are inviting reviews of their properties over the coming months.

Each property has a very unique style and location close to major London attractions, shopping and nightlife districts.

 

The Bentley London Waldorf Astoria has been converted from three grand old, stately homes, the 64-room and suite hotel is furnished with polished marble, chandeliers and plush fabrics. The Waldorf Astoria in the UK has a distinctive appeal to international guests.

www.thebentley-hotel.com
The Courthouse Doubletree by Hilton is a well-known former magistrates court which witnessed trials of many famous faces including Mick Jagger, John Lennon and Oscar Wilde among others.  Today the premises heve been converted into a 112 room and suite 5-star hotel. The old cell block is now a funky bar complete with ‘VIP’ rooms in the actual cells!  The former courtroom is now a stunning Michelin-recommended Pan-Asian restaurant ‘Silk’ and the hotel also boasts the world’s only Lalique crystal penthouse.  

www.courthouse-hotel.com
The Washington Mayfair Hotel has a history dating back to 1913. Renovation, design touches and modernisation have made this hotel a favourite for the many visitors who call this their business base.

This 4 star deluxe accredited hotel is situated in the Capital’s premier commercial and cultural centre.  

Park Lane, Piccadilly, Buckingham Palace, Bond Street, Green Park and Hyde Park are nearby and there is easy access to the City, Canary Wharf.

www.washington-mayfair.co.uk
Contact Sarah Harris – sarah.harris@courthouse-hotel.com 

The Annual Adventure Travel World Summit, Canada

The Adventure Travel Trade Association (ATTA) invites media delegates to the 6th Annual Adventure Travel World Summit to be held October 19-22, 2009 at the Fairmont Le Manoir Richelieu in Charlevoix, Québec, Canada (www.adventuretravelworldsummit.com). 

The trade-only Summit is adventure, eco and sustainable tourism's gathering of the year attracting top-level executives, tour operators, media, tourism trade professionals and destination specialists worldwide.  Media delegates may also take advantage of a variety of free Pre-Summit adventures in Québec October 16-18. 

Visit : http://www.adventuretravelworldsummit.com/press.htm. Contact: Chris Doyle at cdoyle@adventuretravel.biz
The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon
The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, located in Stratford-upon-Avon, will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast to Alliance members able to review the property.
Members will be accommodated in one of the luxury four-poster suites. A complimentary spa treatment and golf lesson with the on-site PGA Professional can also be arranged. 

Also included are press passes to visit many of Shakespeare Country's attractions including the Shakespeare Houses, Stratford Butterfly Farm and Warwick Castle.

Set within a private estate of 157 acres, the Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club is one of the leading luxury country house hotels in the heart of England. 

Dating back to 1866, the Jacobean-style house combines the traditional charm of the oak panelled lounge and magnificent four-poster suites with the contemporary décor of the garden rooms and luxury spa. 

The luxury hotel was recently awarded a highly coveted gold award in 'The Heart of England Excellence in Tourism Awards 2008'. 

The award-winning a la carte restaurant has two AA rosettes and offers a seasonal changing menu of English and European dishes. 

Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
WanderWomen Write Contest 

Win a 12-day Trip Through Vietnam
Wanderlust and Lipstick has announced their 2nd annual travel writing contest. 

Partnering with Vietnam-based Buffalo Tours, this contest is open to women only in order to foster their love of travel and writing. 

The grand prize winner will receive a 12-day tour through Vietnam while 5 category winners will each win a daybag from Overland Equipment as well as a travel pillow and Coolmax blanket from Cocoon. 

Submissions must be received by 11:59 pm PST on 30 November 2009. 

Visit http://wanderlustandlipstick.com/about-us/contests/wanderwomen-write-contest. Contact : Beth Whitman at beth@wanderlustandlipstick.com. 

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

News 

Skal International, Hungary

01 Nov 2009 - 06 Nov 2009 

Skal International World Congress for the International Association of Travel and Tourism Professionals. Includes the Ecotourism Awards


Visit : www.skal.org. Contact : skal@skal.org.

Start of fox hunting season United Kingdom
01 Nov 2009 

Start of fox hunting season. Around 300 hunts expected to be active despite 2005 ban, either by 'hound exercise' following artificial trails, or hunting rabbits & rats. Riders will wear red coats, blow horns & exercise their hounds with followers


Contacts : Hunt Saboteurs Association : info@huntsabs.org.uk and Countryside Alliance : Jill Grieve at Jill-Grieve@countryside-alliance.org.

U.S. President expected to visit China

01 Nov 2009 

U.S. President Barack Obama expected to visit China this month, most likely after the 15 Nov conclusion of the APEC Economic Leaders' Meeting, which he will attend. Follows invitation from Chinese President Hu Jintao at the G20 London Summit in Apr


Visit : www.whitehouse.gov

80th anniversary of The Pony Club, United Kingdom
01 Nov 2009 

80th anniversary of The Pony Club started as a Junior Branch of the Institute of the Horse 'for the purpose of interesting young people in riding and sport and at the same time offering the opportunity of higher instruction in this direction than many of them can obtain individually'


Visit : www.pcuk.org. Contact : Clare Roberts at media@pcuk.org.

National Novel Writing Month, worldwide
01 Nov 2009 - 30 Nov 2009 

National Novel Writing Month worldwide, goal is to write a 175-page (50,000-word) novel by midnight of the final day


Visit : www.nanowrimo.org. Contact : Chris Baty at chris@nanowrimo.org.

ABBAWORLD opens in London United Kingdom
01 Nov 2009

The 'ABBAWORLD' multi-media experience & exhibition makes World premiere in London this Autumn for a limited run. Exhibits incl original costumes & instruments, never-before-displayed memorabilia & previously unseen ffootage of the band


Visit : www.abbaworld.com. Contact : Lisa Faichney at lisa.faichney@ldcommunications.co.uk.

50th anniversary of opening of first stretch of the M1 Motorway, UK
02 Nov 2009 

50th anniversary of Transport minister Ernest Marples opening the first section of the M1 motorway between junction 5 (Watford) & junction 18 (Rugby) together with two spurs, the M10 (from junction 7 to south of St Albans originally connecting to the A1) & the M45 (from junction 17 to the A45 & Coventry. The M1 now stretches 187 miles from the north circular road in London to the city boundary of Leeds


Visit : www.highways.gov.uk.  Contact : PressOffice@highways.gsi.gov.uk.

Maine votes on gay marriage law, Maine, United States
03 Nov 2009

U.S: residents of Maine vote on gay marriage law, after opponents of the bill gathered the 55,087 signatures required to put the measure to a statewide vote after the state's House & Senate chambers passed the legislation by 89-57 & 21-13 respectively. The bill was supposed to go into effect on 12 Sep before the so-called 'public veto'. When signing the bill Maine Gov. John Baldacci said that 'I have come to believe that this is a question of fairness and of equal protection under the law, and that a civil union is not equal to civil marriage'. Gay marriage has already been legalised in Iowa, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Hampshire & Vermont


Visit : www.maine.gov. Contact : Teen Ellen Griffin at Teen.Griffin@legislature.maine.gov.

Brits Off Broadway, New York, United States
03 Nov 2009 - 03 Jan 2010 

Brits Off Broadway 2009, festival of new British theatre


Visit : www.britsoffbroadway.com. Contact : Karen Greco at karen@kgrecopr.com. 

Millionaire Fair, Istanbul, Turkey
04 Nov 2009 - 08 Nov 2009

Gala opening of Millionaire Fair Istanbul, lifestyle trade fair. Opens to public tomorrow


Visit : www.millionairefair.com. Contact at info@miljonairfair.nl.

New York Comedy Festival, United States
04 Nov 2009 - 08 Nov 2009 

New York Comedy Festival, 6th annual comedy festival. Lineup incl Ricky Gervais, Tracy Morgan, Bill Maher, Dane Cook, Andy Samberg, Artie Lange, Mike Epps, Bill Burr, Patton Oswald & Mike Birbiglia. Opens with 'Stand Up For Heroes', a special benefit presented by NYCF & the Bob Woodruff 

Visit : www.nycomedyfestival.com. Contact : Janell Vantrease at Vantrease@sunshinesachs.com .

Hawaiki Nui Va'a (Canoe Race), French Polynesia
04 Nov 2009 - 06 Nov 2009 |

Hawaiki Nui Va'a - open-sea canoe race in French Polynesia with over 100 traditional canoes racing from Huahine to Bora Bora, covering 130km (78 miles) in 3 stages


Contact : tahiti-tourisme@mail.pf.

World Punkin Chunkin Championship Millsboro, DE, United States
06 Nov 2009 - 08 Nov 2009 

Pumpkin chucking competition, using machinery incl 73-foot pneumatic cannons, centrifugal chunkers, & spring-loaded catapults


Visit : www.worldchampionshippunkinchunkin.com. Contact : chunkinfo@worldchampionshippunkinchunkin.com.

Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, United Kingdom
07 Nov 2009 

The Ashmolean Museum reopens in Oxford following a major redevelopment of the UK's oldest public museum (1683) aided by support from the Heritage Lottery Fund & the Linbury Trust. Construction started in 2006 with minimal intended impact on the existing building. The new venue is designed by award-winning architect Rick Mather & increases the existing display space by 100%, providing the museum with 39 new galleries, a new education centre, conservation studios & Oxford's 1st rooftop cafe


Visit : www.ashmolean.org. Contact : Susie Gault press.officer@ashmus.ox.ac.uk.

20th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall, Germany
09 Nov 2009 |

20th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall when the East German politburo led by Egon Krenz decided to allow East German refugees to exit directly through crossing points to West Germany, incl in West Berlin, to ease the complications caused by the wave of refugees leaving through Czechoslovakia, and following several weeks of civil unrest. 

East German Propaganda Minister Gunter Schabowski was supposed to announce that the new regulations would take effect on 10 Nov, but had been on vacation prior to his press conference & was not fully briefed. Checkpoints along the 96-mile concrete barrier around West Berlin were immediately inundated with East Berliners. Formal German reunification was concluded on 3 Oct 1990


World Travel Market, ExCeL, London, United Kingdom

09 Nov 2009 - 12 Nov 2009

World Travel Market, major travel trade event with 44,000 travel professionals from 190 countries. Opened by Mayor of London Boris Johnson * Incl launch of annual WTM Global Trends Report


Visit : www.wtmlondon.com. Visit : Paul Nelson at paul.nelson@reedexpo.co.uk.

Lord Mayor's Show, City of London Corporation, UK
14 Nov 2009 

Lord Mayor's Show, celebrating the start of a 1-year term for the new Lord Mayor of London, consisting of a 3-mile procession from the Mansion House from 11:00hrs GMT following a military flypast. The Lord Mayor will light the touch paper to the spectacular Lord Mayor's Fireworks display on the River Thames at 17:00hrs GMT, between Blackfriars Bridge and Waterloo Bridge. A new Lord Mayor is elected every year and this year marks the 794th Lord Mayor's Show


Visit : www.cityoflondon.gov.uk. Contact : Emma Hutchings at emma.hutchings@cityoflondon.gov.uk.
Leads
The Galapagos Conservation Trust

The Galapagos Conservation Trust (GCT) is a UK registered charity set up to raise funds for, and awareness of, the conservation needs of the Galapagos Islands.
It is affiliated to the international network of Friends of Galapagos organisations, which is also represented in the USA, Canada, Germany, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, the Nordic Countries, and New Zealand.

Visit : www.savegalapagos.org. Contact : Jonathan Rush at jrush@contingencytoday.com.

Lemore Manor, Herefordshire, UK
Lemore Manor, just outside the village of Eardisley in Herefordshire, is being offered for exclusive use for the first time in its 300-year history.

Once home to the Bishop of Hereford, this adaptable 17th century property can cater for parties of all sizes up to 150 guests and offers a unique and memorable setting for a wide array of celebrations from birthdays and anniversaries to hen and stag parties.   

Visit : www.lemoremanor.com Contach Claire Buchan at claire@sortedpr.com. 
Carnival Dream

Carnival Cruise Lines newest and largest ship, the 130,000-ton Carnival Dream has set sail on its inaugural cruise from Rome.  

After a series of special voyages, the shop will embark on a year-round programme of seven-day Caribbean cruises which provide ‘stay and cruise’ opportunities incorporating Orlando’s theme parks. 

Visit www.carnivalcruise.co.uk Contact : Virginia Webb at Virginia.Webb@fourcommunications.com.

Grape Escapes
Swashbuckling wine lovers can master the Napoleonic Art of Sabrage – uncorking a champagne bottle with a sword - on a five-day Champagne-tasting tour with specialist operator Grape Escapes. 

Sabrage was Napoleon’s favoured method of opening champagne and the tradition is still kept alive by the Confrérie du Sabre d'Or, the official society dedicated to promotion of the Art of Sabrage in the UK and abroad.  

Visit : www.grapeescapes.net and www.goldensabre.co.uk . Contact : Clair Horwood at clair@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

Cologne Christmas market 

Great Rail Journeys has devised aCologne Christmas market, with three nights at the Hotel im Wasserturm – a converted 19th century water tower and now a five-star hotel.  

Visit : www.GreatRail.com. Contact : Victoria Marley at victoria@beaconpr.co.uk. 
Cherokee Nation, Oklahoma

Cherokee Nation’s Cultural Tourism Department has launched its new web site features, which allows tourists to book tours online, research Cherokee Nation history and visit notable locations.

Four tours are currently available including the Cherokee History Tour, Cherokee Old Settler Tour, Civil War History Tour and Will Rogers History Tour: 

Visit : www.CherokeeTourismOK.com. Contact : DerekMackenzieHook at  DerekMackenzieHook@supanet.com. 

The Clovelly Herring Festival, Devon, UK 

The Clovelly Herring Festival on Sunday, 15 November is one of a series of events highlighting life, culture, history and wildlife within the North Devon Coast Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty to mark its 50th anniversary.  
 

Live music, sea shanties and the Singing Fishwives will keep everyone entertained while they browse the local food and craft stalls, buy herring specialities at the quay kitchen and enjoy a glass of wine or Thatcher’s Gold cider. 

Visit : www.clovelly.co.uk and  www.northdevon-aonb.org.uk. Contact : Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com.

Royal Caribbean and Universal Orlando
Royal Caribbean International is partnering exclusively with Universal Orlando Resort to offer theme park and cruise packages for the British and Irish markets.  

The cruise and stay itineraries combine Royal Caribbean International cruises from Port Canaveral in 2009 and 2010, with both pre- or post-cruise accommodation at one of Universal Orlando Resorts’ three on-site hotels and theme park admission to Universal Studios Florida and Islands of Adventure. 

Visit : www.celebritycruises.com and www.universalorlando.com. Contact : Katie Wright at katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk.

Edinburgh Christmas, Scotland
CM Porter Novelli has been appointed to handle the media relations for Edinburgh’s Christmas, a month of winter festivities and events in the city from late November.

CM Porter Novelli can provide: 
· Press information on Edinburgh’s Christmas 2009 including markets, events and key dates
· Iconic high res photography of Edinburgh at Christmas 
· Facilitation of filming in Edinburgh
· Information and facilitation on press trips
· Competition prizes 
 
Contact Joanne Bell at joanne.bell@porternovelli.co.uk
Central America
Adventure travel specialist Kumuka Worldwide is highlighting deals on small group tours to Central America this autumn.  

Visit : www.kumuka.com. Contact : Victoria Marley at victoria@beaconpr.co.uk. 

CarryMyLuggage.com
CarryMyLuggage.com has launched a door-to-door luggage service for British holidaymakers prefer not to – or are unable to – manage heavy luggage on their travels. Visit : www.carrymyluggage.com. Contact : Adrian Johnson at adrian@umpf.co.uk.  
Oasis of the Seas 
Royal Caribbean International’s Oasis of the Seas, which enters service in December as the largest cruise ship in the world, will have entertainment that includes West End-style shows, high diving, acrobatic exhibitions, comedy acts, theme nights and parades.

 

Visit : www.royalcaribbean.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.Wright@Sirenpr.co.uk.

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The year ahead

Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on events and celebrations worldwide. Sponsored by The Year Ahead.

ING New York City Marathon
1 November (annual)
Final race in the new World Marathon Major series, a competition which groups together all five major city races into a league table. Part of the New York Road Runners (NYRR), a series of over 100 long-distance races that take place in the city throughout the year. Over one million spectators line the streets.

Visit : www.nycmarathon.org. Contact : marathonmailer@nyrr.org.

European Hotel Design Awards 

02 November 2009 (annual, 12th)

London Hilton, Park Lane, London

Recognises the work of architects, designers and developers within the hotel industry. Takes place night before The Sleep Event (November 3-4). Established as the industry's premier celebration of hotel design across Europe.

Visit : www.thesleepevent.com. Contact : Lucy Cheeseman at lucy.cheeseman@ubm.com.

Emirates Melbourne Cup
03 November 2009 (annual, 149th)

Flemington Racecourse, Melbourne, Australia

Thoroughbred horse race. Part of the Spring Racing Carnival. Billed as 'the race that stops a nation'. Richest handicap race in the world worth $5.65m. Also features the Victoria Derby, Crown Oaks and Emirates Stakes.

Visit : www.vrc.net.au. Contact : Fleur Salisbury at f.salisbury@vrc.net.au
World Architecture Festival
04 November 2009 to 06 November 2009 (annual)

International Convention Centre of Barcelona (CCIB), Barcelona, Spain

Worldwide event for architects. Celebrates the work, concerns and aspirations of the international architectural community. Includes live presentations, lectures, social events, gallery and includes an awards ceremony which recognises the design of 96 building types in the 16 categories.

Visit : www.worldarchitecturefestival.com. Contact : Jo Reid at jo.reid@fd.com
The Breeders' Cup World Championships 

06 November 2009 to 07 November 2009

Santa Anita Racecourse, Santa Anita, California, USA

Features 11 races, including the Breeders' Cup Classic, worth around $25.5m in prize money. Part of the World Racing Series. Recognised as the ultimate test of a Thoroughbred's talent and ability. 

Visit : www.breederscup.com. Contact : Jim Gluckson at jgluckson@breederscup.com, 

Bridgwater Guy Fawkes Carnival
06 November 2009 (annual)

Bridgwater, Somerset, UK

Largest illuminated carnival in the world features over 75 illuminated floats (each decorated with up to 25,000 lightbulbs). Claims a heritage going back over 400 years to the Gunpowder Plot itself. Procession ends with a unique ‘squibbing’ fireworks spectacular.

Visit : www.bridgwatercarnival.org.uk. Contact : Dave Croker at dave@bridgwatercarnival.org.uk.

ISAF Rolex World Sailor Of The Year Awards 

10 November 2009 (annual, 16th)

Paradise Hotel, Busan, Republic of Korea

Prizes given to an individual male or team and an individual female or team. Takes place at ISAF's annual conference (November 5-15). Most prestigious award in the sport of sailing.

Visit : www.sailing.org/worldsailor. Contact : Claire Frost at worldsailorawards@isaf.co.uk.

Bath Mozartfest
13 November 2009 to 21 November 2009 (annual, 19th)

various venues, Bath, UK

Celebration of Mozart and classical music. Venues include Bath Abbey, Assembly Rooms, Guildhall and The Forum. Features concerts and recitals from some of the world's finest performers. 

Visit : www.bathmozartfest.org.uk. Contact : Julie Peacock at mail@peacockpr.com
Radio City Christmas Spectacular
13 November 2009 to 30 December 2009 (annual, 77th)
Radio City Music Hall, New York City, USA

World famous holiday dance concert. Performances also take place across the rest of the US. Over two million people attend.

Visit : www.radiocitychristmas.com. Contact : Melissa Romanetz at melissa.romanetz@thegarden.com.

America Recycles Day

15 November 2009 (annual)
USA

Encourages consumers to recycle. State and local events take place throughout the USA, ranging from recycled fashion shows to art shows and exhibits and to recycled material collection and facility tours.

Visit : www.nrc-recycle.org. Contact : info@nrc-recycle.org, www.nrc-recycle.org
Berlin Great Wheel opens

November 2009
Hertzallee Square, Berlin, Germany

A 185m high observation wheel, similar in design to the London Eye, opens close the Ku-Damm shopping centre in central Berlin.Consisting of 36-air conditioned capsules, the wheel has the capacity to hold as many as 1440 visitors. The Berlin Great Wheel is one of five such attractions owned by the Great Wheel Corporation, with similar structures in Singapore, Orlando, Dubai, Qingdao and Bejing.

Visit : www.aussichtsrad-berlin.de and www.greatwheel.com. Contact : Luke Addison at luke.addison@globalcitymarketing.com.

For more information on The Year Ahead visit : www.yearahead.co.uk. Contact : Robert Reeves at Robert.Reeves@profilegroup.co.uk. 

Reasons to write about

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

New spas
Anne Sémonin, a luxury spa brand in France, is to open spas through-out the UK, Europe, Indian Ocean and Middle East. 

The Spa At Hoole Hall, Chester, UK  

Opening on 1s November 2009, the Spa At Hoole Hall The Spa will be situated over three floors and will feature a rooftop terrace, basement pool, Watsu pool, private couple’s suite and 13 luxury individual treatment rooms. The hotel has invested £8 million to create the spa.  

Park House Hotel, Hampshire, UK
Surrounded by rolling hills and open fields, the Park House Hotel will be launching its new luxury spa at the end of 2009. 

Castlemartyr Resort Spa, Cork, Ireland 

The Castlemartyr Resort Spa, the second Dromoland Collection property to join the Anne Sémonin portfolio, launched in May 2009.

Balance Resort, Austria 

The Balance Resort in Eastern Austria is located on a hilltop overlooking the traditional spa village of Stegersbach.

1835 White Palm Hotel, Cannes, France 

The 1835 White Palm Hotel, situated at the furthest end of the port, has recently completed a hotel wide refurbishment. The hotels brand new thermal baths are unique to a hotel in Cannes.

Kirini Suites & Spa, Santorini, Greece 

The Kirini Suites & Spa, built into the mountainside, has undergone a complete refurbishment. 

Radisson Blu Resort & Spa Dubrovnik Sun Gardens, Croatia
In July 2009 Anne Sémonin launched its first hotel spa in Croatia at the new Radisson Blu, one of the largest and most luxurious properties on the Dalmatian Coast. 

Huvafen Fushi, The Maldives 

Huvafen Fushi, which is located within its own lagoon, features the world’s first underwater sp.

Visit : www.annesemonin.com. Contact: Emily Wilson at Emily@grifcopr.com.

Jordan 

Jordan is a country in Western Asia spanning the southern part of the Syrian Desert down to the Gulf of Aqaba. 

It shares borders with Syria to the north, Iraq to the northeast, Saudi Arabia to the east and south, the Gulf of Aqaba to the southwest, and Israel and the West Bank to the west. 

It also shares control of the Dead Sea with Israel. 

Much of Jordan is covered by desert, particularly the Arabian Desert; however the north-western area, with the Jordan River, is regarded as part of the Fertile Crescent. The capital city of Amman is in the north-west.

With a warm, dry climate, this year-round holiday destination is one of the most scenic corners of the Middle East.

The Red Sea resort of Aqaba and the lowest point on earth, the Dead Sea in the Jordan Valley, are ideal winter resorts with temperatures averaging 16-25 ºC (61-77 ºF) between November and April. 

Aqaba on the Red Sea is the place for top class snorkelling, diving and watersports.

A 45 minutes drive away is the mountainous desert landscape of Wadi Rum where the more adventurous travellers can follow in the footsteps of Lawrence of Arabia and enjoy 4x4 safaris, walking, trekking, rock climbing, horseback tours or camel riding and even hot air ballooning or sky diving!

The UNESCO World Heritage site of Petra is one of the new Seven Wonders of the World and Jordan’s most valuable treasure and greatest tourist attraction.

The Dead Sea is 3½ hours from Aqaba. At over 400 metres (1,312 ft.) below sea level, the lowest point on the face of the earth, this vast stretch of water is a dense, rich, cocktail of salts and minerals.  

The largest spa in the Middle East, the The Kempinski Hotel Ishtar’s Anantara Spa, opened in October last year.

Tour operators offering Winter Sun itineraries to Aqaba include: 

· Voyages Jules Verne www.vjv.co.uk 

· Libra Holidays www.libraholidays.co.uk  

· Discover Jordan www.discoverjordan.co.uk  

Visit : www.visitjordan.com. Contact : Julie Kemp at Julie.kemp@brightergroup.com. 

World of Beer Festival, Strasbourg, France 

The first World of Beer Festival is taking place in the Alsace capital Strasbourg between 16-18 October. 

The festival is dedicated to traditional beers from around the world with hundreds of different brews on show and for sampling during beer tasting competitions.
 
There will be exhibitions and demonstrations covering ingredients and brewing techniques as well as conference presentations for both the public and professionals.
 
Visit www.festivalmondialbiere.qc.ca and www.tourism-alsace.com. Contact : Toby Oliver at toby@oliverrelations.co.uk
Crash-pad’s
Tourists could save money with crashpadder.com, the online peer-to peer website that offers tourists and business travellers the opportunity to stay at one of 2,000 'crash-pads' in 45 countries worldwide.

These include double beds in private rooms to a futon in the lounge. Crash pads start from 10 with a

typical room costing 30. 

The service is designed to ensure hosts and guests can be paired according to what suits them. 

While potential guests can search for accommodation by location, date, comfort level or price, hosts can specify the sort of guests they prefer, available dates and extras they can offer.

Those seeking accommodation can fully vet potential hosts by checking out guest profiles on Crashpadder.com.

Visit : www.crashpadder.com, Contact : Stephen at stephen@crashpadder.com. 

A place to stay

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Blythswood Square, Glasgow
Blythswood Square, one of Glasgow’s most historical buildings is being transformed into a five star hotel.

Formerly headquarters to the Royal Scottish Automobile Club, this landmark property has been redeveloped by The Town House Collection.

Blythswood Square, which is located in the City centre on one of Glasgow’s only remaining green spaces, will have 100 bedrooms including four spacious suites and an enticing top floor penthouse complete with rooftop hot tub.  

It will also house Glasgow’s first luxury spa.

The Town House Collection, owns four boutique hotels in Edinburgh – The Bonham, Channings, The Howard and The Edinburgh Residence.  

Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

New hotel openings in New York 

Andaz Fifth Avenue, New York 
Andaz Fifth Avenue is scheduled to launch early 2010. It is located in the fashionable Bryant Park area of Midtown Manhattan, across from the New York Public Library.

75 Wall Street, New York 

Soaring 42 stories above Lower Manhattan, 75 Wall Street, a 250-suite Andaz hotel will open in early 2010. 

 

Visit : www.andaz.com. Contact : Claire Griffin at Claire@grifcopr.com.
New hotels in Slovenia
Two new three-star hotels have opened in Slovenia.

The Allegro Hotel in Ljubljana's Old Town and the Hotel aMord near the Bioterme spa in Mala Nedelja, near Ljutomer. 

The Allegro Hotel in Ljubljana is a small boutique hotel located in a town house in the old centre of Slovenia's capital city. The location is close to Ljubljana's tourist attractions including Ljubljana Castle.

Visit : www.allegrohotel.si and www.hotelamord.si. Contact : Lucija Jager at lucija.jager@slovenia.info.

The Upper House, Hong Kong

The Upper House, Hong Kong, has joined Preferred Hotels & Resorts, a collection of more than 700 of the world’s most desirable destinations.
 
Opening in October 2009, this luxury hotel is located within Pacific Place in Admiralty, Hong Kong’s premiere commercial and retail complex in the business district with the convenience of a range of amenities on the doorstep. 
 
The restaurant, Café Gray Deluxe, is located on the 49th floor overlooking Victoria Harbour.  

Visit www.preferredhotels.com/upperhouse. Contact : Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucre.co.uk.
Park Hyatt Abu Dhabi

Opening in the second half of 2010, Park Hyatt Abu Dhabi will be part of the new Capital Gate building connected to the Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Centre. The hotel will be located on the northern part of Saadiyat Island, surrounded by an 18-hole golf course and a 5.5 mile stretch of natural beach. 

Visit : www.dubai.park.hyatt.com. Contact : Claire Griffin at Claire@grifcopr.com.
Coral Lodge 15.41, Mozambique
Coral Lodge 15.41, a luxury lodge at a prime beach location near the UNESCO World Heritage site, Ilha de Mozambique, is built on a privately- owned reserve called Varanda, a peninsula jutting into the ocean on one side and a large lagoon on the other. 

The area is visited by east African birds and habited by bush babies , monkeys, snakes, mongoose and other small mamals. Guests can explore Varanda by canoe or on foot.

Modern with an African flavor, Coral Lodge 15.41 comprises 10 expansive villas each designed for optimal privacy and relaxation. The living space includes informal sitting areas, with views over the Indian Ocean and Ilha de Moçambique.

Visit : www.corallodge1541.com. Contact Mallory Corbett at Mallory@fazendinportfolio.com. 

 

The St. Regis Mexico City
The St. Regis Mexico City has opened on the Paseo de la Reforma boulevard overlooking the Plaza of Diana. The hotel is located 30 minutes from Benito Juarez International Airport and is a short distance from the city’s famed Polanco area, the financial district and the landmark Historic Centre. 

Visit : www.stregis.com/mexicocity. Contact : Rachel Witham at Rachel.Witham@starwoodhotels.com.

NuBeginnings, UK
NuBeginnings is a boutique weight loss and holistic retreat, conceived by expert mind mentor Victoria Wills.  Located in a mansion in rural Devon, NuBeginnings offers bespoke nutritional, physical and hypnotherapy courses for men and women who want to lose weight, increase their general wellbeing and focus their attention on attaining personal goals.  
On average, guests achieve weight loss of between eight to 10lbs after a minimum one-week stay.
Visit : www.nubeginnings.co.uk and www.victoriawills.com. Contact : Remy Le Fevre remy@goldengoosepr.com. 

Jumby Bay, Antigua 

The Jumby Bay, a Rosewood Hotel which closed a $26 million renovation, will reopen in November 2009. All areas of the 300-acre property will be enhanced and redesigned without abandoning the original spirit of the resort.

 

Visit : www.rosewoodhotels.com. Contact : Claire Griffin at Claire@grifcopr.com. 

  

W Santiago

W Hotels has opened its first ever W hotel in South America. The W brand’s 33rd hotel, W Santiago is the cornerstone of a larger, mixed-use complex, which includes a convention centre, boutique office space, and high-end retail shops.

Visit : www.whotels.com/santiago. Contact : Rachel Witham at Rachel.Witham@starwoodhotels.com.

New Chalets in Alpe d’Huez in France

Snowline is a small chalet specialist with 38 catered ski chalets in Val d’Isère, Méribel, La Tania, Morzine, La Plagne and new for this season Alpe d’Huez! 

Known as the Île de Soleil, Alpe d’Huez is famed for its sunshine, making it one of the best places to learn to ski. 

 

Visit : www.vip-chalets.com. Contact : Claire Griffin at Claire@grifcopr.com. 

 

Working with the Alliance 

The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

Palm Beach
Palm Beach County is a distinctive international destination for those who appreciate the best life has to offer at affordable prices. With warm, sunny temperatures year-round, more than 4.5 million visitors choose Palm Beach County as their holiday destination every year. 

Visit : www.palmbeachcountyfl.com. Contact : Lyndsey Thomas at Lyndsey.thomas@circlesolution.com. 

Rocky Mountain International
Rocky Mountain International coordinates tourism activities for the state offices of Wyoming, South Dakota, Idaho and Montana. The region is filled with a variety of sights and experiences including national parks, ranches, American Indians, outdoor adventure, world-class skiing, snowmobiling, America's frontier heritage and more. 

Visit : www.RMI-RealAmerica.com. Contact Claire Blacknell at claire.blacknell@btinternet.com. 

Romania

Romania is blessed with a great diversity of tourist attractions, breathtaking sceneries, some of the best un-spoilt nature spots in Europe, including the romantic Danube Delta, magnificent architecture, fairy tale villages , castles and palaces, many UNESCO sites and a vibrant folk culture that makes visitors feel as if they have taken a trip back in time.

Visit : www.romaniatourism.com. Contact : Maria Lordache at romaniatravel@btconnect.com. 

Tourism New Zealand
Tourism New Zealand's press office can help with editorial content, images, and broadcast quality video footage. Media with firm commissions can also apply for media discount passes, and select media may be considered for further support through our visiting media programme.

Visit : www.tourismnewzealand.com, www.newzealand.com, www.media.newzealand.com and www.images.newzealand.com. Contact : Gillian Monahan at gillianm@tnz.govt.nz. 

Travel Alberta International
Travel Alberta is the Destination Marketing Organization for the province of Alberta. Travel Alberta International is contracted by Travel Alberta to execute marketing programs for the North American, European and Asia Pacific markets.

Visit : www.travelalberta.com. Contact : Noelle Aune at noelle.aune@travelalberta.com.

Visit London
Visit London is the official visitor organisation for London. Its role is to promote London as the world's most exciting city, targeting domestic and overseas leisure and business visitors as well as Londoners. Visit London works in partnership with the Mayor, the London Development Agency and the commercial industry.

Visit : www.visitlondon.com. Contact : Kathryn Smith at ksmith@visitlondon.com. 

Agencies

Four corners
Four Corners is a specialist travel PR consultancy offering comprehensive PR support to the travel industry. Our clients range from small, family-owned hotels to luxury travel groups. 

Visit : www.fourcornerspr.co.uk. Contact Carole Pugh at carole@fourcornerspr.co.uk. 
 

Marlen Taffarello PR

Marlene Taffarello PR is a specialist travel pr with tour operator and hotel clients. 

Contact : Marlen Taffarello at marlen@fcdcom.co.uk.  
 

Independent PR 

Kamili (www.kamili.co.uk), with portfolio of over 40 independent lodges, camps and operators across East and Southern Africa, has appointed Independent Public Relations (IPR).

With a portfolio of clients covering 80 destinations across the globe, IPR is able to provide freelance writers and commissioning editors with a diverse selection of feature ideas as well as travel and accommodation suggestions. 

Clients include : 

· Bailey Robinson

· Hamilton Island-Queensland

· Qantas Holidays

· qualia-Great Barrier Reef

· Reef & Rainforest Tours

· South Australian Tourism Commission, and 

· Trisara-Thailand.

Contact : Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independent-pr.co.uk.
Mercury PR

UK based Mercury Public Relations is a full service, business to business and business to consumer PR consultancy with specialist experience in the travel and tourism sector. With a team full of fresh ideas, energy and experience, Mercury is expert at developing and executing effective PR and communications campaigns. 

Visit : www.mercury-pr.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

Honour Way
Honour Way is a global marketing company for luxury lodges in Africa, mainly to the UK and Western European market, Clients include privately owned and meticulously managed lodges such as :

· Ker & Downey Botswana

· Jaci's Lodges

· Tongabezi

· Sausage Tree Camp

· Kaya Mawa, and 

· The Uganda Safari Company.  

Honour Way offers comprehensive marketing services in Dutch, French, German and English and constantly strives to improve occupancy levels beyond expectation.

Visit : www.honourway.com. Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
 

KSB Promotions
Kate Bandos has worked with publishers and authors, and dealt with a wide array of media people during her nearly 40 years in publishing. Since the formation of KSB Promotions in 1988, she has primarily helped independent publishers garner media exposure. 

Visit : www.ksblinks.com. Contact : Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com. 

Alerts
The Alliance alerts are ongoing independent press trip opportunities.

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· Swiss-Belhotel International, which manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions, will be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.
· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.
· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.
    

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four departments boasting historic chateaux, walking & cycling routes, a variety of sports and superb natural scenery and of Champagne, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.comContact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com or on 0208 614 1448.

· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Yapham Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.yaphamcottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436
· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.saillofts.co.uk. Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: http://www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635.

· MSC Cruises will be delighted to consider offering cruise trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.msccruises.com. Contact: Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities, the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains. Bike the Whites will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.bikethewhites.com. Contact: Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Travel products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Magellan's

Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding.

The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful and appreciated products and provides travelers with :

· a single source of state-of-the-art, quality travel products 

· up-to-the-minute and well-researched information to meet the needs of all travelers, and 

· an exceptional customer experience 

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk
Girlstravelclub.co.uk is an online boutique specialising in natural, organic and stylish travel accessories for women travellers. In addition to travel gear and clothes, they also provide;
· natural travel remedies and insect repellents 

· packing lists and lots of tips for safe and healthy travel 

· their own range of recycled leather travel accessories 

· their own range of organic travel beauty products 

· responsibly sourced travel journals and stationery 

· Travelskills courses run in the heart of the Sussex countryside, providing bushcraft and survival knowledge for female travellers.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk will be delighted to offer products for review to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one, and are happy to give writers the opportunity to join them on one of their Travelskills survival courses.

 

Visit : www.girlstravelclub.co.uk. Contact Becci on 07766 016502 or at info@girlstravelclub.co.uk. 

Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
Visit : www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Caroline Eden at caroline@kuperard.co.uk
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Heather Carswell at heather.carswell@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Brynony  Cole at bryony.cole@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  


Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
The International Travel Writers Alliance
The Alliance
 
The Alliance provides information and support to over 7,200 professionals who travel to write, broadcast or create images.
 
You can see the caliber of Alliance members by visiting www.itwalliance.com and clicking on Members/member profiles. This section is updated weekly.

Alliance services in brief
 

Through the Alliance we can reach and influence professional travel writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters by :

· placing information and images on the Alliance website

· distributing travel information and story ideas to professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers through our bi-monthly bulletins

· producing Destination dossiers, which are detailed media briefings sent to members and used by partners and their agencies for press pack information

· emailing Alliance alerts to members 

· organising Destination networking events (linked to the destination dossiers)

· planning and managing individual and group press trips, and

· staging professional travel writer symposiums in key destinations
AllWays 

 
AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com) is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance.
 
The AllWays package 
AllWays will comprises :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue e-newsletters and updates for AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
· AllWays magazine : launches as phase two of the AllWays development, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility. 
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