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Providing key information on a no-frills format for who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. 

The media contacts listed will always be pleased to hear from Alliance members. When requesting ‘press trip’ facilities members should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Editor: Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com or 0776 419 8286

Archive issues : www.itwalliance.com.
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Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.  We do no pass on contact details of our members without their direct permission

Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. 

Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk, Contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622

Exodus 

With more than 35 years experience, leading adventure tour operator Exodus runs adventure and active holidays to seven continents with places as diverse as Kilimanjaro, Machu Picchu, the Ice Hotel and Antarctica. 

Operating in 90 countries with over 450 tours, Exodus insists on low impact tourism and increasingly looks to bring benefit to local communities.

Activities on offer include walking, trekking, cycling, mountain biking, rafting, kayaking, caving, cross country skiing, snowshoeing and dogsledding.

Trips include cross-country skiing in Norway, commanding your own team of Alaskan or Siberian Huskies in Finland and ice-fishing in Slovakia.

Visit www.exodus.co.uk. To discuss a trip contact : Lois Kettlewell at Lois.Kettlewell@fourcommunications.com.

The Royal Horseguards Hotel, London
The Royal Horseguards, which was built in 1884 in the style of a French chateau, is  one of London's landmark hotels.

Situated on the banks of the River Thames is has now reopened after completing a $27 million refurbishment of its 281 rooms.

The hotel retains much of its history, and intrigue, including secret passageways and sliding bookshelves created during WWI by the British Secret Service to confuse intruders, and a blocked doorway in the hotel's wine cellar connecting the hotel to many government buildings by an underground tunnel.  

The Royal Horseguards also boasts views over London and award winning concierge service!

The hotel will consider hosting Alliance members on commission with an overnight visit guided historical tour and  dinner.

Visit : www.theroyalhorseguards.com. Contact : Carolyn Samuel at carolyn.samuel@serendipitycommunications.net.

The AA Hotel Guide
The 43rd edition of the AA Hotel Guide has been published with over 3,700 AA inspected hotels included.

Other guides to look out for in this AA series include: Restaurant Guide, Pub Guide, B&B and Golf Course Guide 2010.

Visit : www.TheAA.com/bookshop. For review copies contact : Nadya Willard at Nadya.Willard@brightergroup.com.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

News 

Beach Soccer World Cup begins in Dubai, United Arab Emirates
16 Nov 2009 - 22 Nov 2009 

FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup 2009 begins as Brazil look to retain their crown won in France last year. 5-man teams play in games divided into three 12-minute periods


Visit : www.fifa.com. Contact : media@fifa.org.

Sarah Palin memoirs published in the U.S.
17 Nov 2009 

'Going Rogue: An American Life' by Sarah Palin, memoirs of the former Alaska governor and 2008 Vice Presidential hopeful published. The book's publisher, Harper, has ordered a first printing of 1.5 million copies and moved up the release date from spring 2010 * 'Going Rogue' refers to allegations that Palin defied campaign control while she was a running mate to Republican presidential candidate John McCain * Palin has been linked with a bid for the White House in the 2012 presidential election * The memoir has already topped bestseller lists on the strength of advance sales


Visit : www.harpercollins.com. Contact : Tina Andreadis at Tina.Andreadis@harpercollins.com.

Amsterdam Burlesque Festival, Netherlands
19 Nov 2009 - 22 Nov 2009 

Amsterdam Burlesque Festival, inaugural event organised by burlesque performer Beeby Rose


Visit : amsterdamburlesquefest.com. Contact : Beeby Rose at info@amsterdamburlesquefest.com.

Pirelli calendar launch, Italy
19 Nov 2009 

The 2010 Pirelli calendar launched, featuring models in provocative poses. The calendar is not for sale & is only given as a gift to 20,000 important Pirelli customers & celebrity VIPs * 2010 photographer is Terry Richardson & was shot in Trancoso, Brazil


Visit : www.pirelli.com. Contact : Julie Naylor at julie.naylor@pirelli.com.

Air France-KLM, France
23 Nov 2009 

Air France flies Airbus A380 for first time as special Paris to New York flight launched. Air France operates its first flight of the largest passenger airliner in the world - the 'superjumbo' Airbus A380 - on inaugural flight from Paris to New York. 

Visit : www.airfrance.fr. Contact : matymen@airfrance.fr.

Susan Boyle releases debut album
23 Nov 2009

Scottish singer Susan Boyle, whose performance of 'I Dreamed A Dream' on 'Britain's Got Talent' made her a worldwide sensation, releases her debut album, also titled 'I Dreamed A Dream'. The YouTube clip of her performance is one of the most viewed clips to have ever appeared on the site. 

Contact : Elaine McLaren at elaine.mclaren@dada.co.uk.

Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting, Trinidad & Tobago
27 Nov 2009 - 29 Nov 2009 

Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in Trinidad & Tobago - biennial discussion of global & Commonwealth issues aimed at agreeing collective policies & initiatives.

Visit : www.chogm2009.org. Contact : info@commonwealth.int.
Leads
Papua New Guinea - lost land of the volcano 

Baobab Expeditions runs excursions to Papua New Guinea, one of the last truly untouched regions on earth, and the setting for the BBC’s television series, Lost Land of the Volcano.

The ten-day expedition visits the dense jungle of the Baining Mountains, meets the indigenous people of East New Britain and takes in the Duke of York Islands’ with its active volcano.

Visit : www.baobabexpeditions.com. Contact : Camilla Colley at C.Colley@travelpr.co.uk.

Amtrak Cascades between Portland and Vancouver
The new Amtrak Cascades train service between Portland, Oregon, and Vancouver BC has begun.

The scenic Amtrak Cascades route links several major Pacific Northwest cities, including Eugene and Portland, Oregon; Tacoma and Seattle, Washington and Vancouver.

Visit : www.culturalcascades.com. Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at Oregon.uk@btinternet.com.

Namib Lodge Safari, Africa 

Explore’s Namib Lodge Safari enables travellers to visit the oldest desert on Earth at Sossusvlei and the sunrise from the red dunes. Other highlights include close encounters with seals, walking amidst dinosaur footprints in the Waterberg Plateau and a safari in the Etosha National Park. 

Visit : www.explore.co.uk. Contact : Karen Carpenter at Karen.carpenter@travelpr.co.uk. 

Tracking Africa’s big game in Botswana 

Conservation Africa runs two-week intensive tracking courses deep in the Botswana wilderness. 

Volunteers will see leopards, hyenas, elephants and lions in their natural habitat and enjoy nights of star gazing around a camp-fire. The first week concentrates on the theory of tracking and survival techniques before each participant will have the opportunity to lead the group on a full day’s tracking expedition. 

Visit : www.conservationafrica.net. Contact : Ian Bradley at ian.Bradley@travelpr.co.uk.

Hotel Brunelleschi Firenze, Florence, Italy 

Dating back to the 14th century, the Hotel Brunelleschi Firenze is a restored medieval church and tower located among Florence’s finest tourist attractions. 

Visit : www.summithotels.com/brunelleschi. Contact : Sian Fletcher at Sian@lucre.co.uk.
Environmental management

The Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental Management (CIWEM) is an independent professional body and a registered charity, advancing the science and practice of water and environmental management for a clean, green and sustainable world.

Visit : www.ciwem.org. Contact : Emily Doyle at emily@ciwem.org.

Air Malta
Air Malta is Malta’s National Airline with 50 scheduled destinations to Europe, North Africa and the Eastern Mediterranean. Air Malta has a fleet of 14 Airbus and Boeing aircraft. 

Visit www.airmalta.com. Contact : Louise Ferrall at louise@ktapr.com.
 
Self-drive in the Cape 

Expert Africa offers a self-drive package starting in the Kgalagadi Trans-Frontier Park, in northern South Africa before travelling through the semi-desert of the Augrabies Falls National Park and ending in Cape Town. 

Visit : www.expertafrica.com. Contact : Camilla Colley at C.Colley@travelpr.co.uk. 

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The year ahead

Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on events and celebrations worldwide. Sponsored by The Year Ahead.

Yves Saint Laurent And Pierre Bergé Collection – auction, Paris, France

17 November 2009 to 19 November 2009

Second sale of items from private collection belonging to the late fashion designer and his partner Pierre Bergé's. Includes works of art, furniture, and jewellery. Expected to raise up to €4m, with all proceeds donated to HIV research.

Visit : www.christies.com. Contact : Leonie Ashfield at lashfield@christies.com.

Stockholm International Film Festival, Sweden

18 November 2009 to 29 November 2009 (annual, 20th)

One of northern Europe's foremost film festivals. Screenings, retrospectives and Q&A sessions are hosted by directors, actors and producers. Also includes presentation of the Stockholm Lifetime Achievement Award and a scholarship programme supporting young Swedish directors.

Visit : www.stockholmfilmfestival.se. Contact : Sara Vahabi at presschef@stockholmfilmfestival.se.

Cologne Fine Art & Antiques, Germany
18 November 2009 to 22 November 2009 (annual, 4th)

Major European art market for international dealers and collectors showcasing fine and applied art, antiques and antiquarian books.

Visit : www.cologne-fine-art.de. Contact : Stephanie Kickum at s.kickum@koelnmesse.de.

Global Dance Contest, Sadler's Wells Theatre, London
18 November 2009

London's leading dance venue announces winner of first of four of annual finals of competition, aiming to find the nation's hottest dance talent. One winner is chosen each year to 2012, when all perform at grand final. 

Visit : www.sadlerswells.com. Contact : Abigail Desch at abigail.desch@sadlerswells.com. 

Paris Photo, France
19 November 2009 to 22 November 2009 (annual, 13th)

World's premier fair for still photography. Theme in 2009 is Arabian and Iranian photography. Previous editions have been featured in more than 530 articles in 33 countries. Coincides with Paris Photography Month. Showcases the finest photography currently available, including 19th century, modern and contemporary. Features work from over 500 international photographers. The BMW-Paris Photo Prize is also awarded.

Visit : www.parisphoto.fr. Contact : Claire Poisson at claire.poisson@reedexpo.fr. 

Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, New York, USA

26 November 2009 (annual, 83rd)

US national institution presented by Macy's Department Store. Features floats, marching bands, giant inflatable characters, live music and other performances. The Big Balloon Inflation takes place the night before the parade near New York's Central Park. Around 2.5 million people attend. Over

44 million people watch the parade on TV each year.

Visit : www.macys.com. 

Hollywood Christmas Parade, California, USA
29 November 2009 (annual, 78th)

Traditional holiday parade featuring bands, floats and celebrities. Billed as the largest celebrity parade in the world. Between 300,000 and 500,000 people line the parade route.

Visit : www.hollywoodchristmasparade.com. Contact : Debbie Scheibel at extrahands@earthlink.net. 

V&A Medieval And Renaissance Galleries – reopens, London, UK
November 2009

New galleries are last 10 at the V&A which have been revamped since 1998 as part of a £120m upgrading scheme. Opening of the £30m Medieval and Renaissance galleries marks the end of Phase One, with 3000 more artefacts now displayed in the museum than pre-1998.

Visit : www.vam.ac.uk. Contact : Olivia Colling at o.colling@vam.ac.uk.

For more information on The Year Ahead visit : www.yearahead.co.uk. Contact : Robert Reeves at Robert.Reeves@profilegroup.co.uk. 

Reasons to write about

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Beaches of Fort Myers & Sanibel, Florida
The Beaches of Fort Myers & Sanibel, along the Gulf of Mexico in southwest Florida, takes in Sanibel Island, Captiva Island, Fort Myers Beach, Fort Myers, Bonita Springs, Estero, Cape Coral, Pine Island, Boca Grande & Outer islands, North Fort Myers and Lehigh Acres.
The area also has a number of festivals and special events each year.

Chico Charities Edison Festival of Lights During February, Fort Myers celebrates the birthday of Thomas Edison, its most famous resident whose winter home on the Caloosahatchee River is one of the ten most visited homes in the US. The month-long Chico Charities Edison Festival of Lights is in its 71st year.

Sanibel Shell Fair and Show. Sanibel Island, is well known for its shelling and has been welcoming visitors for 72 years to the Sanibel Shell Fair and Show.  Each March, locals and visitors and locals celebrate with displays, crafts and entertainment.

Fort Myers Beach Shrimp Festival & Parade. Also in March, the Fort Myers Beach Shrimp Festival & Parade pays homage to the area’s harvest of sweet, pink shrimp.  This event has been around for nearly 50 years and boils up more than 1,000 pounds of shrimp for 40,000 visitors! 

MangoMania Tropical Fruit Fair. For two days in mid-July, the MangoMania Tropical Fruit Fair celebrates anything and everything to do with the fruit. www.mangomaniafl.com. 

Ding Darling Days. In October, the J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge on Sanibel Island hosts a weeklong birding and eco-festival, Ding Darling Days.  In conjunction with National Wildlife Refuge week, the festival includes tours, food, wildlife presentations and many family activities. www.dingdarlingdays.com.

Calusa Blueway Paddling Festival. Also in October, paddlers enter the Calusa Blueway Paddling Festival, now in its fourth year.  Along the Great Calusa Blueway paddling trail, events include activities that help participants achieve a “carbon neutral” vacation experience with tips to bring home.  The festival includes free clinics and demonstrations, speakers’ series, waterfront hospitality events and chances to win a kayak and other prizes. www.CalusaBluewayPaddlingFestival.com. 

The American Sandsculpting Championship Festival. This festival in November that has taken place on Fort Myers Beach for 23 years.  The competition includes sculptors from all over the world and draws thousands of visitors during the five-day event. www.sandfestival.com. 

Christmas Luminary Trail and Open House. The 25th Annual Christmas Luminary Trail and Open House, Sanibel and Captiva islands, on 4 and 5 December 2009,  www.sanibel-captiva.org. 

Holiday Nights at the Edison & Ford Winter Estates Millions of lights celebrate Thomas Edison's contribution to modern life and the festivity of the season at this 34-year Lee County tradition enjoyed by more than 30,000 visitors each year. Lights and decorations fill 20 acres of gardens, along with the recently restored Edison buildings and the Estates’ historic homes. www.efwefla.org

Visit : www.FortMyersSanibel.com. Contact Jo Piani at IVCB@leegov.com. 

The Mauritshuis museum in The Hague
The Mauritshuis museum in The Hague will run the exclusive exhibition ‘On Horseback! The World of Philips Wouwerman’ from 12 November 2009 until 28 February 2010. 
The Hague is the third largest city in the Netherlands after Amsterdam and Rotterdam

Philips Wouwerman is considered the most successful painter of horses during the Dutch Golden Age. 
Although he is still well known to experts and collectors, the Mauritshuis seeks to reintroduce Wouwerman to the larger public. 
A large portion of the exhibition will be works from private collectors which are on display for the first time ever.
 
The Mauritshuis museum is known for its extensive collection of Dutch Masters including Vermeer’s Girl with the Pearl Earring.

Visit : www.mauritshuis.nl. Contact : Rianne Ojeh at rojeh@holland.com.

Tweedsmuir Provincial Park, British Columbia, Canada
Tweedsmuir Provincial Park, British Columbia, Canada is located in Bella Coola along the province's west coast and where the Pacific Ocean merges with the Coast Mountain Range.

This provides an isolated slice of adventure heaven with long fjords, old growth forests, mountain peaks and vast glaciers. 

Warm weather months attract with hikes through Tweedsmuir, the largest protected park in British Columbia, grizzly and wildlife safaris, wildflower tours, helicopter sightseeing and fishing. Winter offers snow based pursuits.

Tweedsmuir Park Lodge was originally erected in the early 1930s as a hunting lodge and was re-built in 1952 to accommodate those seeking a more rounded, eco-friendly escape.

Bella Coola Heli Sports along the snow-kissed Coast Mountain Range.

Visit : www.tourismbc.com and www.tweedsmuirparklodge.com. Contact : Carla Mont at Carla.Mont@tourismbc.com. 

The Burj Dubai tower

The Burj Dubai tower, which opens towards the end of 2009, will be the world’s tallest building with its final height still undisclosed. 

The spectacular building and surrounding development includes the Dubai Mall, residential developments and landscaped parks and lakes. 

The area also already features several hotels including The Palace, The Address Downtown Burj Dubai, Al Manzil and Qamardeen. 

 

The world’s first ever Armani Hotel will also be located within the tower.

Autumn to winter in Dubai has an events calendar that includes the :

· Dubai World Championship (19-22 November)

· Dubai Rugby Sevens (3-5 December) 

· Dubai Grand Prix (10-12 December), and 

· the horse racing season with 27 races from 6 November 2009 culminating in the Dubai World Cup (27 March 2010) at the brand new horse racing facilities at Meydan (opening 28 January 2010)

Visit www.dubaitravelmarket.co.uk. Contact: Michelle McGrath at mmcgrath@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.
Wine routes through Arizona
The Verde Valley Wine Trail of Arizona's provides a route through the wineries of the communities of Cottonwood, Sedona, Camp Verde, Jerome.

With its red rock landscape and canyons, the route has been held as the most beautiful place in America by USA today. 

Visit : www.vvwinetrail.com. Contact :  Lana Tolleson at Lana@cottonwoodchamberaz.org.

Cornwall, UK in autumn and winter

Cornwall is n English county forming the tip of the south-western peninsula of Great Britain.

With sandy beaches, surfing and water sports, dramatic coastline, gardens, moorland, golf courses, cosy pubs and restaurants, Cornwall is a destination for a late-autumn and winter break. 

The 5 star Silver Horse Glade includes 2 luxury farmhouses each sleeping up to 12 people.

Visit : www.visitcornwall.com and www.crealy.co.uk. Contact : Jenny Taffs at jenni@crealy.co.uk. 
The Fine Living Festival, Maine, USA
Formerly known as Arts in the Inns, the Fine Living Festival at Kennebunkport, Maine (2-10 June 2010) highlights the food, art, wine and the overall ambiance of this historic Atlantic seaboard village offer visitors and residents.

For five days guests can view and sample the performances of guest chefs, renowned artists and sourced winemakers. 

Visit : www.FineLivingFestival.com.  Contact : Sara  Widness at sara@widnesspr.com.

The Georgia Aquarium
Planet Shark: Predator or Prey opened at the Georgia Aquarium in Atlanta on 3 October.

The interactive exhibition, of over 10,000-square-foot, will explore some of the unique relationships humans have forged with one of the world’s most feared predators. 

Artifacts from the movie “Jaws” as well as an extensive collection of real teeth, fossils, and shark jaws, dating back 350 million years will be on show. 

Shark cages and stories on human/shark encounters as told by survivors and shark experts will be displayed as well as an examination of shark size, biology, hunting strategies and sensory systems. Full-scale shark models cast from real specimens, including an 18-foot Great White shark caught in South Australian waters will be on view.

Visit www.exploregeorgia.org. Contact Jane Wilson at georgia@jw-associates.eu. 

Afternoon tea in Britain
Following the trend for all things British, Hand Picked Hotels have seen a dramatic increase in visitors requesting traditional afternoon tea. 

A traditional afternoon tea includes freshly prepared finger sandwiches, freshly baked warm scones and a selection of homemade cakes served with fresh tea, including Assam, Earl Grey, Peppermint, Green, Darjeeling, decaffeinated and of course traditional English blend. 

Hand Picked collection of 17 luxury country house hotels, situated across the UK provide the perfect base from which to enjoy this great British tradition, spend the afternoon relaxing whilst surrounded by the most beautiful countryside.
 
Buxted Park Hotel in East Sussex is a member of The Tea Guild. Set in 312 acres of private grounds and parkland, Buxted Park Hotel is a quintessentially British getaway. 
 
Chilston Park Hotel serves afternoon at this charming 17th Century, Grade 1 listed country house in Kent.
 
Rookery Hall Hotel & Spa in Nantwich, Cheshire is offering a signature afternoon tea entitled Cheshire’s Finest Afternoon Tea, including Cheshire cheese sandwiches, smoked salmon and cucumber oatcakes and savory Cheshire cheese scones, accompanied by Manchester Tart, Soul Cake and Rookery Hall’s renowned cheesecake.  
 
Norton House Hotel & Spa, a country house in Ingliston, Edinburgh serves afternoon tea, which includes full use of the spa facilities at the hotel after 2pm.

 
Visit : www.handpickedhotels.co.uk/afternoontea.  Contact : Lois Kettlewell at Lois.Kettlewell@fourcommunications.com.

Dodge City, Kansas
The American Bus Association has named Dodge City Days Festival among North America’s 100 Best Events in 2010.

Celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2010, Dodge City Days in July will be a 10-day celebration with a western theme in one of the country last remaining Wild West towns.

Highlights will include the top-rated Dodge City Days Rodeo, a craft show with over 200 crafters, KidFest, professional barbeque contest, a western parade and the crowning of Miss Rodeo Kansas and Miss Rodeo Kansas Princess.

Visit www.dodgecitydays.com. Derek Mackenzie-Hook at press@TravelKsOk.co.uk. 

Miami Attractions Month
Greater Miami and the Beaches are currently running the first Miami Attractions Month with major area attractions offering discounts up to 50 percent.

The event will now be held from 1 to 31 October annually.

 

A dedicated  website offers printable coupons for visitors and residents to use at attractions including Everglades Alligator Farm, Jungle Island, Miami Children’s Museum, Miami Metrozoo and the Miami Seaquarium.

Visit www.MiamiAttractionsMonth.com and www.MiamiAndBeaches.com. Contact : Samantha Preece at samantha@firstpr.co.uk. 

A place to stay

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Hotel Aurelio Lech
The ski and spa boutique Hotel Aurelio is found in the beautiful ski resort of Lech, near Alberg in Austria.

The hotel opens at the beginning of December 2009 for the 2009-2010 season.

The Arlberg region is considered one of Europe’s premier ski and snowboard resorts, renowned for its snowfall and vast ski area.   

The key difference is that Lech has a strictly enforced limit on the number of ski passes issued each day to prevent overcrowding, (however everyone staying in the village of Lech has a guaranteed pass for the duration of their stay).

In addition to skiing and snowboarding, the concierge team at the Hotel can arrange additional activities like Nordic walking, tobogganing, horse-drawn sleigh rides, ice-skating, snowshoeing, paragliding, amongst others.

Visit : www.aureliolech.com. Contact : Bronwen Batey at bronwen@lemongrassmarketing.com.

La Casa Verde, Cuba 

La Casa Verde botique hotel in Cienfuegos on the south coast of Cuba is located in a colonial building that was declared a National Monument in January 2000. 

The hotel is owned by Encanto, which specialises in restoring buildings of cultural and architectural significance in historic areas.

Visit : www.captivatingcuba.com. Contact : Rob Looker rob.looker@travelpr.co.uk
Swissôtel Kolkata, India
Swissôtel Hotels & Resorts is to open a hotel in Kolkata, capital of the Indian state of West Bengal before the end of the year.

The new deluxe hotel will be part of the City Centre – New Town shopping mall with shops, restaurants and a multiplex cinema.

Kolkata is a city of 6 million inhabitants, with a further 14 million people living in the metropolitan area, making it one of India’s five largest metropolises alongside New Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai and Bangalore. 

It is also the main financial centre in eastern India. 

Visit : www.swissotel.com. Contact : Eva-Maria Panzer at Eva-Maria.Panzer@swissotel.com. 

Working with the Alliance 

The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

The Yarn Market Hotel, Somerset, UK 

The Yarn Market Hotel, Dunster, a leading Exmoor Hotel, 3 star rated by the Tourist Board. 25 en suite bedrooms and catering for couples and families equally as well as for the small group travel market for which they have their own transport. 

Close to Dunster Castle and the West Somerset Railway, the hotel is ideally located for your Exmoor family holiday. Dog friendly Hotel also catering for business travellers.
 


Visit : www.yarnmarkethotel.co.uk.  Contact : Donna Lawson at hotel@yarnmarkethotel.co.uk. 


Sea Kayak Adventures Inc
Fully guided sea kayaking and whale watching tours in Loreto in Baja California Mexico and in BC Canada's northern Vancouver Island.

Visit : www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact : Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

Seatours

Seatours offers variety of sea excursions in Iceland. Whale watching, Ferry, Sea Angling, Bird watching, 4- day cruise and more.

Visit : www.seatours.is. Contact : Kristrun Konradsdottir at kristrun@seatours.is.

Park Plaza Westminster Bridge London
Opening in early 2010 on the vibrant South Bank with uninterrupted views to the Houses of Parliament and Big Ben, Park Plaza Westminster Bridge London is only steps from the city’s most iconic attractions including the London Eye, London Aquarium and Royal Festival Hall.  

From its spacious 1,021 guest rooms, which include 54 suites and penthouses to its six distinctive dining experiences, the hotel’s design-led, contemporary surroundings provide the perfect setting for work or play. 

Amenities include a luxurious spa with 8 treatment rooms, a fitness centre complete with 15-metre swimming pool, two executive lounges and Wi-Fi throughout the hotel.

Visit : www.parkplaza.com/london. Contact : Jennifer Franklin at  jfranklin@pphe.com. 

 

Seminole Tribe of Florida / Billie Swamp Safari
Learn about the unconquered Seminole Tribe of Florida at Billie Swamp Safari on the Big Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation in the Florida Everglades.  Swamp Buggy Eco-Tours & Airboat Rides depart daily through 2200 acres of untamed Everglades with abundant native & exotic wildlife.  Enjoy a Snake and Alligator Show, Swamp Critter Show, Swamp Water Café and shop for souvenirs and authentic Seminole arts and crafts.   A rustic camping village includes native-style chickees for overnight stays.  Experience the heart of the Florida Everglades like a native…at Billie Swamp Safari.

Visit : www.semtribe.com/safari. Contact : Cindy Malin at cmalin@semtribe.com. 

Agencies

HBPortfolio 
HBPortfolio is now representing African Bush Camps, an Africa based Safari Company.

African Bush Camps portfolio of camps in Botswana are the luxury mobile tented safaris in Nxai pan national park, Madgadidgadi pans, Central Kalahari Game Reserve, Moremi Game Reserve, Khwai area, and Chobe National park. 

They have a 12 bedded exclusive tented camp called Linyanti Bush Camp located in the Chobe enclave in a private concession in the Linyanti area on the shoulder of Chobe national park. 

In Zimbabwe, 45 minutes flight from Victoria Falls, lies Somalisa Camp which is a 12 bedded exclusive tented camp in a private concession in Hwange national park along an ancient seasonal flood plane. 

In Mana Pools in a private area is Vundu Camp which is a 12 bedded bush camp used in conjunction with the Zambezi canoeing and walking safaris in the game rich stunning flood plains of the Zambezi valley. 
 
Visit www.africanbushcamps.com.  Contact : Mercedes Bailey at mercedes@milestones-marketing.com. 

Tartan Public Relations
Travel PR is a leading travel hospitality and real estate PR firm reprsenting some of the most exlcusive resorts and travel destinations in the Pacific Northwest.

Visit : www.tartanpr.com. Contact : Nancie Hall at nancie@ns.sympatico.ca. 

Lemongrass Marketing

We specialise in sales, marketing and representation for luxury hotels and destinations. We help our clients get more business from the vitally important UK and German markets. Our clients tell us they like working with us. They value our highly personalised service, our attention to detail and our young, creative and dedicated team of professionals.

Visit : www.lemongrassmarketing.com. Contact : Stephanie Parr at stephanie@lemongrassmarketing.com. 

Mercury PR
UK based Mercury Public Relations is a full service, business to business and business to consumer PR consultancy with specialist experience in the travel and tourism sector. With a team full of fresh ideas, energy and experience, Mercury is expert at developing and executing effective PR and communications campaigns. 

Visit : www.mercury-pr.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

Alerts
The Alliance alerts are ongoing independent press trip opportunities.

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· Swiss-Belhotel International, which manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions, will be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.
· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.
· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.
    

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four departments boasting historic chateaux, walking & cycling routes, a variety of sports and superb natural scenery and of Champagne, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.comContact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com or on 0208 614 1448.

· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Yapham Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.yaphamcottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436
· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: http://www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635.

· MSC Cruises will be delighted to consider offering cruise trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.msccruises.com. Contact: Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities, the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains. Bike the Whites will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.bikethewhites.com. Contact: Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Travel products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Magellan's

Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding.

The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful and appreciated products and provides travelers with :

· a single source of state-of-the-art, quality travel products 

· up-to-the-minute and well-researched information to meet the needs of all travelers, and 

· an exceptional customer experience 

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. 

Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk, Contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622

Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
Visit : www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Caroline Eden at caroline@kuperard.co.uk
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Heather Carswell at heather.carswell@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Brynony  Cole at bryony.cole@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  


Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
The International Travel Writers Alliance
The Alliance
 
The Alliance provides information and support to over 7,200 professionals who travel to write, broadcast or create images.
 
You can see the caliber of Alliance members by visiting www.itwalliance.com and clicking on Members/member profiles. This section is updated weekly.

Alliance services in brief
 

Through the Alliance we can reach and influence professional travel writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters by :

· placing information and images on the Alliance website

· distributing travel information and story ideas to professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers through our bi-monthly bulletins

· producing Destination dossiers, which are detailed media briefings sent to members and used by partners and their agencies for press pack information

· emailing Alliance alerts to members 

· organising Destination networking events (linked to the destination dossiers)

· planning and managing individual and group press trips, and

· staging professional travel writer symposiums in key destinations
AllWays 

 
AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com) is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance.
 
The AllWays package 
AllWays will comprises :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue e-newsletters and updates for AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
· AllWays magazine : launches as phase two of the AllWays development, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility. 
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