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Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Hilton Dalaman Golf Resort & Spa, Turkey
The newly opened Hilton Dalaman Golf Resort & Spa, on Turkey’s Dalaman coast, is the first Hilton Worldwide Resort in Turkey.  
The hotel is located at the mouth of the Dalaman River where it flows into the Mediterranean, on its own kilometre-long private sandy beach, with views of mountains and sea and a striking setting.  
 
Situated 15 minutes from Dalaman Airport, the hotel is also close to many natural attractions, including Dalyan, with its hot springs and mud pools; Olu Deniz, one of the most scenic beaches in Turkey; and Iztuzu Beach, a protected nesting site for loggerhead turtles. Visitors can also explore the ancient ruins at Pisilis and the nearby village of Sarigerme. 
 
The Hilton Dalaman Golf & Spa Resort is committed to protecting the environment and also supports the Just a Drop charity, which carries out health and sanitation programmes, builds wells, and engages in disaster relief to help disadvantaged communities around the world get access to clean water. 
 
Visit : www.hiltonworldresorts.com. For press trip opportunities contact : Ceyda S Pekenc  at ceyda@redmintcomms.co.uk 
Europe’s High Points
Europe’s High Points by Carl McKeating and Rachel Crolla, which is published by Cicerone in October is the first book to offer detailed descriptions of routes to the summit of every country in Europe – from a short walk up a flight of steps in the centre of Montenegro to a three-day mountaineering ascent on Mont Blanc.

Whether attempting to climb individual high points or complete all 50 ascents, these routes contain practical information about travelling to the peaks. 

Cicerone are specialist publishers of over 250 award-winning guidebooks for walking, trekking, climbing and mountaineering, cycle touring and hill and mountain skills.

Visit : www.cicerone.co.uk. For review copies contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk.

West Cornwall Cottage Holidays, UK
West Cornwall Cottage holidays is a premier self catering specialist in West Cornwall offering holiday accommodation to suit those seeking a family beach holiday, walking the coastal footpath or a long weekend break.

The UK county of Cornwall offers year round travel opportunities with stunning beaches, breathtaking views and some of the freshest fish and seafood in the world.

Visit : www.westcornwallcottageholidays.co.uk. For press trip opportunities contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

city-lit BERLIN
Oxygen Books is inviting UK based Alliance members to the launch of city-lit BERLIN at the Goethe Institute, 50 Princes Gate, London SW7 2PH on Friday 27 November, 7.30 – 9.00 pm.
 
Visit : www.oxygenbooks.co.uk. Contact : Malcolm Burgess at 
Malcolm.burgess3@btopenworld.com.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

News 

World AIDS Campaign
01 Dec 2009


World AIDS Day 2009, theme is 'Universal Access and Human Rights'. Visit : www.worldaidscampaign.info. 

World Festival of Black Arts, Senegal
01 Dec 2009 - 21 Dec 2009

World Festival of Black Arts (FESMAN 2009). Month-long culture & arts festival that takes place in Africa


Visit : www.unesco.org. Contact : unescopress@unesco.org.

Christmas New Orleans Style festival, USA

01 Dec 2009 - 31 Dec 2009 

Christmas New Orleans Style' festival, includes concerts, tours & other holiday events. Visit : fqfi.org. Vontact : feedback@fqfi.org

Holiday Ale Festival, Portland OR, USA
02 Dec 2009 - 06 Dec 

Holiday Ale Festival, includes over 36 winter ales, beer apparel & merchandise & a complimentary root beer garden for minors & designated drivers. Held outdoors in all weathers


Visit : www.holidayale.com. Contact : Preston Weesner at holidayale@comcast.net.

St Nicholas Eve, Netherlands
04 Dec 2009 

St Nicholas Eve, the primary occasion for gift-giving. Dutch children leave a shoe by the chimney tonight and find it full of sweets and gifts on the feast day of St Nicholas tomorrow


United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, Denmark
07 Dec 2009 - 18 Dec 2009 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Copenhagen, Denmark, to forge an agreement replacing the Kyoto protocol and complete the 'Bali roadmap' framework. 

Visit : www.unfccc.int. Contact : press@unfccc.int.

Thailand public holiday to celebrate world's longest serving monarch 

07 Dec 2009

Thailand public holiday celebrating the birthday of King Bhumibol Adulyadej (5 Dec), the world's longest serving monarch (acceded 1946) and the only head of state with a longer reign than the 56 years of Queen Elizabeth II

La Scala 2009/10, Italy

07 Dec 2009 

La Scala 2009/10 season officially opens with a production of 'Carmen' starring Jonas Kaufmann, Erwin Schrott, Anita Rachvelishvili & Adriana Damato, conducted by Daniel Barenboim. Season traditionally opens on saint day of Milan's patron Saint Ambrose.

Visit : www.teatroallascala.org. Contact : Teatro Alla at stampa@fondazionelascala.it. 

Obama awarded Nobel Peace Prize, Norway

10 Dec 2009 

Nobel Peace Prize awarded to U.S. President Barack Obama, who was announced as the surprise winner on 9 Oct for 'his extraordinary efforts to strengthen international diplomacy and cooperation between peoples'. He becomes the first sitting U.S. president honoured with the award since Woodrow Wilson in 1919, and receives it less than a year into his presidency.

Prize given annually on the anniversary of the death in 1896 of Alfred Nobel, the Swedish inventor of dynamite who established the prize in his will, along with those for Physiology or Medicine, Chemistry, Physics, Literature & Economics which are presented separately today in Stockholm, Sweden


Visit : www.nobel.no. Contact : Geir Lundestad at gl@nobel.no.

Isle of Sark, Channel Islands, UK

10 Dec 2009  

1st anniversary of Sark holding democratic elections for newly created legislators, ending 450 years of landowner rule on the smallest independent state in the British commonwealth. 

Changing the feudal model was needed to bring the island into line with the European Convention on Human Rights, which requires states to have democratically elected govts. A legislature of 14 landowners & 14 residents was elected by the 473 inhabitants to sit in the island's parliament - the Chief Pleas


Visit : www.sark.info. 

Leads
Torres del Paine Circuit in Argentina & Chile 

Explore is offering travellers with the chance to trek to the cusp of the South American ice shelf and the Patagonian wilds on a circuit of the Torres del Paine massif. 

Visit : www.explore.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk. 
The UXUA Casa Hotel, Brazil

The UXUA Casa Hotel is a new boutique property in Bahia, Brazil, in the coastal village of Trancoso.  Visit www.uxua.com. Contact : Rebecca Widness at widness@widnesspr.com.

Emirates Airline

Emirates Airline is offering First and Business Class passengers free 0ne and two-night hotel stays at 69 hotels across its worldwide network.
Visit : www.emirates.com/hotels. Contact : Charlie Hampton at CHampton@Bell-Pottinger.co.uk.

Olive harvest – rural village life in Cyprus 

Sunvil Holidays offers holidays learning about how olives from grove to decanter in an authentic Cypriot working village with accommodation in a 300-year-old stone house. 

Visit : www.sunvil.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk.

The National Trust for Scotland at Christmas
The National Trust for Scotland is running events over the Christmas period at some of Scotland’s top heritage attractions including Pollok House, Brodick Castle, Crathes Castle and Burns National Heritage Park.
Visit : www.nts.org.uk/events. Contact : Anne Edwards at aedwards@nts.org.uk.

Truffle hunting in Italy 

Real Holidays are running truffle hunting expeitions in traditional Le Marche including learning to cook the delacy. Accommodation is at the Tenuta le Piane apartments, which date back to the 16th century,  located in rugged hillside.

Visit : www.realholidays.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk.

Walking in Northern Cyprus 
Explore organizes walking tours through the unspoilt Mediterranean coastline of Northern Cyprus. The trips offer winter sun and a chance to take in the crusader castles, pine-clad mountain tracks and cobbled backstreets.

Visit : www.explore.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk.

A wildlife care centre in South Africa 

African Conservation Experience two week holidays looking after wildlife at one of the largest and most reputable care centres in South Africa. 

The Tambotie Wildlife Centre is situated on a large game reserve north of Johannesburg and handles orphaned, injured, sick and quarantined animals from mongoose, buffalo and giraffe to birds of prey, lion cubs and rhino. 

Visit : www.conservationafrica.net. Contact : Ian Bradley at i.Bradley@travelpr.co.uk.

Venice from the water
Voyages Jules Verne offers four nights in Venice, staying aboard the MS Michelangelo at its fine mooring in the heart of the city

Visit : www.vjv.com. Contact : Richard Mellor at R.Mellor@travelpr.co.uk. 

Madagascar Wilderness 

Visit Africa’s own Noah’s Ark. 

Explore’s 18-day wilderness trek on the isolated island of Madagascar takes visitors to the untouched rainforest of Andringitra, to savannah plains and wind-swept canyons and to the offshore reefs of the Indian Ocean. 

Visit : www.explore.co.uk. Contact : Karen Carpenter at k.carpenter@travelpr.co.uk 
 
Botswana Wildlife Safari 

Explore’s 17-day Botswana safari allows visitors to discover the Okavango waterways and watch hippos wallow from a houseboat, go game viewing in the Chobe and Moremi Reserves and the Victoria Falls. 

Visit : www.explore.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk. 
easyjet

easyJet, has launched a new ski holiday website which enables customers to book ski hotel and apartment accommodation, ski transfers, ski equipment hire and lift passes online.

Visit : www.easyjet.com. Contact : Press Office at press.office@easyJet.com. 

Bristol 
The UK Tourism Survey, which measures the number of overnight staying visitors to all of England’s main destinations, saw Bristol’s rise to 4th place, with visitor numbers only exceeded by London, Manchester and Birmingham. The city was followed by Leeds, Blackpool, Liverpool and Newcastle. 

Visit : www.visitbristol.co.uk. Contact : Kerrie Grist at KerrieG@destinationbristol.co.uk. 
The year ahead

Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on events and celebrations worldwide. Sponsored by The Year Ahead.

Soccerex Football Festival, Johannesburg, South Africa
28 November 2009 to 02 December 2009 (annual, 13th)

Football extravaganza takes place at the outset of the high-profile global football forum Soccerex. Acts as a platform for talented young players and a light hearted kick-off to the strategic b2b discussions of the main congress. Highlights include a five-a-side celebrity tournament between professional teams, a FIFA beach soccer event and skills sessions with some of the world's greatest coaches. 

Visit : www.soccerex.com. Contact : David Wright at david@soccerex.com.

Over 50s Show, Estepona, Spain
28 November 2009 to 29 November 2009 (annual)

Combats negative stereotyping. Attractions include an internet surfing bay, classes on creative writing, wine appreciation, stock market advice, personal finance advice, displays, demonstrations, competitions and promotions. Shows take place in Galway, Cork, Dublin, Portugal, Malta and Spain. 

Visit : www.seniortimes.ie. Contact : Brian McCabe at brian@slp.ie.

Art Basel Miami Beach, Florida, USA
03 December 2009 to 06 December 2009 (annual)

Around 220 galleries from the USA, Canada, Europe, Latin America, Africa and Asia exhibit 20th and 21st century works by over 2000 artists, selected by a committee from over 650 applications.

Event Intelligence. Sister event to the world's premier international art show for modern works, which takes place in Basel, Switzerland (June). Features paintings, sculpture, drawings, installations, photographs, special editions, video and digital art, as well as cutting-edge projects presented in converted shipping containers on Miami Beach.

Visit : www.artbasel.com. Contact : Sonja Dörig at sonja.doerig@artbasel.com.

Paris International Nautical Fair, France

05 December 2009 to 13 December 2009 (annual, 49th)

Major international boat show.Around 1000 exhibitors showcase 1500 nautical brands. Over 1400 boats are displayed. Around 300,000 visitors attend from over 25 countries.

Visit : www.salonnautiqueparis.com. Contact : Claire Poirier at nautic@rivacom.fr.

Around 20% are from outside France, 200,000 are professionals and 1200 journalists.

International Luxury Travel Market, Cannes, France
07 December 2009 to 10 December 2009 (annual, 8th)

A b2b travel event catering exclusively for the luxury end. Luxury travel represents the elite 3% of travellers, who account for 20% of total annual travel expenditure, and who are largely immune to economic slowdown. Around 45,000 appointments between buyers and exhibitors take place.

Visit : www.iltm.net. Contact : Sandra Boutonnet at sandra.boutonnet@cut-coms.co.uk

Millionaire Fair Amsterdam. The Netherlands
10 December 2009 to 14 December 2009 (annual, 8th)

Largest luxury fair in the world takes place in multiple location including Shanghai, Munich, Kortrijk, Moscow and Istanbul. Luxury goods market showcases antiques, private aeroplanes and yachts, exclusive jewellery, real estate, cars and racehorses.

Visit : www.millionairefair.com and www.miljonair.nl. Contact : Marieke Dörr at marieke@gmg.nl. 

For more information on The Year Ahead visit : www.yearahead.co.uk. Contact : Robert Reeves at Robert.Reeves@profilegroup.co.uk. 

Reasons to write about

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Bath Mozartfest, UK 
The 19th Bath’s Mozartfest (Friday 13 to Saturday 21 November 2009) offers a nine-day programme from internationally renowned artists, set against the backdrop of Bath’s most historic and interesting buildings.

Concerts are performed in the ancient Abbey, the Georgian Assembly Rooms and Guildhall and the restored art-deco former cinema, the Forum.

While f Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart lies firmly at the heart of the festival, this year’s anniversaries of Handel, Haydn and Mendelssohn are all celebrated.

Visit : www.bathmozartfest.org.uk. Contact : Julie Peacock at julie@peacockpr.com.

The Falkland Islands
The Falkland Islands is located 400 miles off the south-eastern tip of South America. 

They have a raw, unspoilt quality with more than 227 species of identified birds (including several of the world’s largest endangered breeding colonies), as well as whales, dolphins, elephant seals, sea lions, delicate flora and rugged geographical formations.

The best time to visit the Islands and experience the local culture and wildlife is October to April. 

The average summer temperature (December to March) is 15º Celsius (59º Fahrenheit) and the Falklands has more sunshine hours and less rainfall than the UK.

There are over 40 international tour operators offering tailor-made packages and escorted tours to the Falkland Islands. 

Visitors can reach the Falklands on the weekly LAN Airways flight via Chile or the charter flight operated twice weekly from RAF Brize Norton in the UK by the Ministry of Defence.

Visit : www.falklandislands.com. Contact : Katie Liddell at A152772766@distribution.cision.com. 

US National Parks 

The US National Park Service predict its parks will have attracted more than 288 million visitors during 2009. Five off-the-tourist-map within national parks. 

Yellowstone - the Bechler-Falls River Basin in the southwest corner offers some of the most beautiful waterfalls plus therapeutic soaking in Mr Bubbles hot spring as the ground shakes underneath. 

Grand Teton - the new Laurance S. Rockefeller Preserve is a 1,106-acre refuge within the park on the southern end of Phelps Lake. The sights once reserved for a legendary family are now open to the public by accessing an eight-mile network of meadow and forested trails.

Glacier This is the only place in the continental US that still has all of the predators that were present when the Europeans first arrived in North America. The Coal Creek area is so remote few marked trails exist, yielding a true wilderness experience.

Zion - the Kolob Terrace Road slices through the middle of the park between Zion Canyon and Kolob Canyons, dropping 4,400 feet in 18 traffic-free miles.

Fisher Towers near Arches  Located 20 miles northeast of Moab, UT, is one of the least-visited but most scenic landscapes along the Colorado River. An easy 4.4 roundtrip hike reveals strange monoliths grouped together like petrified skyscrapers from some prehistoric city. 

Austin-Lehman Adventures has 15 small group adult and family itineraries to 10 of America’s most iconic National Parks.  

Visit : www.austinlehman.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com.

Bletchley Park, UK
The UK’s Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) has been given the Bletchley Park Trust £460,500 to work up plans to help transform Bletchley Park at Milton Keynes, Bedfordshire into a world class heritage and educational centre 

 

Historians agree that Bletchley Park, top secret codebreaking hub of World War Two, shortened the war by two years saving countless lives.  

Since 1994, it has been open to the public as a museum.  Interest in the site continues to grow with visitor numbers almost doubling from 50,000 a year three years ago to approaching 100,000 this year. Bletchley Park Trust has a thriving educational programme and last year over 6,000 schoolchildren visited the museum.  

Post-war very little was done to Bletchley Park in the way of maintenance or repairs and the buildings on the site had fallen into a critical condition.  

English Heritage and Milton Keynes Council recently announced investment of £930,000 to deal with this and restoration work is well underway.  

 

The plans that Bletchley Park Trust is seeking HLF support for are to transform the current museum into a world-class heritage and educational site reflecting the profound significance of the impact its work had on the outcome of war and as a permanent tribute to its unsung intellectual warriors.  

 

Visit : www.bletchleypark.org.uk. Contact : Caroline Murdoch at caroline@redworks.co.uk.

Champagne-Ardenne, France 

Champagne-Ardenne is submitting an application for official certification as a UNESCO World Heritage Site 

The following sites have been selected to represent the unique cultural, historical and geographical characteristics of the four departments of the Champagne region:

· La Butte Saint-Nicaise, Reims (the area of the city where the chalk-pit cellars of the grand Champagne producers are located) 

· L’Avenue de Champagne, Epernay (housing the worlds’ most expensive wine cellars) 

· Les Coteaux Témoins de Cumières à Mareuil-sur-Ay (vineyards)

· The village of Les Riceys in the Côte des Bar

· The cellars of Châlons-en-Champagne

· The cellars of Château-Thierry

A decision on the award will be announced in July 2011.   

Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com. Contact : Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. 

Frégate Island, Seychelles’

Frégate Island, the luxury eco-retreat in the Seychelles’ has planted its 100,000th tree since reforestation of the island began 11 years ago. 

The reforestation will see another 30,000 hardwood seedlings planted by the end of 2009, in what is already the Indian Ocean’s largest endemic tree nursery.

Located in the Indian Ocean, Frégate Island is a three-km square island offering 16 luxuriously appointed villas.

Seven beaches can be experienced in total seclusion with the number of guests on the island never exceeding 40.  

Visit : www.fregate.com. Contact : Jodie fenn at : jodie@bacall.net. 
Sea Otters in Washington State
Washington State has seen a large resurgence in the number of sea otters along its scenic and rugged coastline, especially in the Olympic National Park.
 

Marine biologists have reported an 8 per cent increase, the largest rise in the sea otter population recorded in the area.

 

The mammals were all but hunted to extinction in the area but, in the late 60s, a small number were reintroduced and it is estimated there are now more than 1,000 in the region.    

 

Such is the success of the programme that a few of the otters have even moved inland to the waters of Puget Sound.  

 

Washington State has an abundance of wildlife ranging from majestic Orca whales to gray wolves and Bald eagles.

 
With over 600 wineries, it is the second largest wine producing state in the US and has the only temperate rainforest in the States, as well as an active volcano and four national parks and monuments; Mt. Rainier, North Cascades, Olympic National Park and Mt. St. Helens National Volcanic Monument.
 

Seattle, has its Space Needle, Pike Place Market and Experience Music Project.

Visit www.visitseattle.org and www.experiencewa.com. Contact : Samantha Preece at samantha@firstpr.co.uk. 

 

The solar eclipse 2010
An annular solar eclipse will be passing through a narrow corridor of the earth on 15 January 2010.

It will be the longest annular eclipse in the 3rd millennium and it will be visible across Africa, the Indian Ocean, India, Sri Lanka and South East Asia.  On the Go Tours will be organising sightseeing and eclipse viewing holidays to these destinations.

Visit : www.onthegotours.com/Eclipse. Contact : Clemmie Mason Pearson at clemmie@grifcopr.com.

A place to stay

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The ITC Royal Gardenia, Bangalore, India
The 5* ITC Royal Gardenia has opened in Bangalore, India. 

The property, which is the latest addition to Starwood’s Luxury Collection in India, has made a particular commitment to responsible tourism and eco initiatives.

Bangalore is India’s Garden City but, in recent years, it has lost up to 50,000 trees so ITC Royal Gardenia wants to rectify this by using 175,000 locally grown plants and trees in the gardens and in the unique vertical hanging gardens in the lobby. 

The plants are watered through a state-of-the-art drip irrigation system that also retains the hotel’s water positive credentials. The hotel is already carbon neutral and aims to be carbon positive by next year through its numerous green initiatives. 

Visit : www.starwoodhotels.com. Contact : Victoria Coombes at victoria@nyloncommunications.com
The Forbury Hotel in Reading, Berkshire, UK

The five-star Forbury Hotel in Reading, Berkshire, UK is located within the Forbury Gardens. 
The hotel, the first hotel in the Metropolitan set of von Essen hotels, will be followed early next year with the launch of Hotel Verta in London. 
 

The listed building, built in 1911, is the former Berkshire Shire Hall and von Essen has also purchased 16 self contained apartments and penthouse adjacent to the hotel.

 
Berkshire, a county in the South East of England, is also often referred to as the Royal County because of the presence of Windsor Castle in the county.

Berkshire borders the counties of Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Surrey, Wiltshire and Hampshire, and is usually regarded as one of the home counties. 

Historically the county town was Abingdon, but in 1867 the, by then much larger town of Reading superseded Abingdon in this role.

Visit : www.vonessenhotels.com. Contact Debbie Flynn on Debbie.flynn@brightergroup.com. 
Preferred Hotel Group
Nine hotels joined Preferred Hotel Group during October 2009 including : 

· Trump International Hotel & Tower Chicago, Illinois, USA

· NJV Athens Plaza, Athens, Greece

· The Upper House, Hong Kong

· The ICONS, Santorini, Greece

· The Zuri White Sands Resort & Casino, Goa, India

· The Pride Hotel, Bangalore, India

· The Retreat by Zuri, Salcete, Goa, India

Visit : www.preferredhotels.com. Contact : Laura Duncan at Laura@lucre.co.uk. 

New hotels in Italy
The [image: image1]five star Boscolo Exedra Milan, designed by the architect Italo Rota, opened in September in the heart of the city.

Visit : www.boscolohotels.com
 

The five star deluxe Centurion Palace Hotel (Sina Hotels), which has opened in Venice, is located within an old Venetian palace, Palazzo Genovese, near the Basilica of Santa Maria della Salute and the Peggy Guggenheim Collection. 

Visit : www.sinahotels.it
  

The luxury 5-star NH Grand Hotel Convento di Amalfi opened in September in a 12th century monastery with views over the Gulf of Salerno.

Visit : www.ghconventodiamalfi.com
 

The new Hotel Imperiale opened in Taormina, Sicily in August with sea views.

Visit : www.ehc.it
 

Villa Condulmer, an historic villa in its own parkland built on 1743 by the noble Alvise Condulmer and already a 5* hotel has been totally renovated by its present owners, the Ora Hotel Group. 

Visit : www.hotel-villacondulmer.it
 
The Sofitel Rome Villa Borghese has recently acquired its 5 star rating after a period of renovation work. The hotel overlooks the Villa Borghese gardens. 

Visit : www.sofitel.com
MarinaPlace Resort opened in August on the coast west of Genoa overlooking the yacht marin.

Visit : www.marinaplace.it
 

The Relais Monforte Hotel in the Langhe region of Piedmont, opened earlier this year after an extensive renovation work of the original structure. The hotel retains the layout of the original farmhouse.

Visit : www.relaismonforte.it
Relais Parco Cavalonga was inaugurated earlier this year and it located in the Sicilian countryside near the Baroque towns of Ragusa and Noto. It is set in a valley of century-old olive and carob trees, criss-crossed by the typical low dry walls. An 18-hectare natural park surrounds the hamlet of refurbished farm houses, a nineteenth-century villa, two infinity pools carved in the rocks, gardens, and botanical promenades. 

Visit : www.cavalongaresort.it
 

The C-Hotel and Spa has opened in Cassago, a town near Lecco not far from Lake Como and Milan. The hotel has been designed in contemporary minimalist style that blends perfectly with the green environment. 

Visit : www.c-hotel.it Contact : Stefania Gatta at stefaniagatta@italiantouristboard.co.uk.

Hyatt Regency Hong Kong Tsim Sha Tsui
The Hyatt Regency Hong Kong Tsim Sha Tsui has opened.

The original hotel first opened on Nathan Road in 1969 and the first Hyatt hotel outside the United States, closed three years ago..

The opening of Hyatt Regency Hong Kong, Tsim Sha Tsui completes the trio of Hyatt properties in Hong Kong, joining the Grand Hyatt Hong Kong in Wan Chai and the Hyatt Regency Hong Kong, Sha Tin, which opened earlier in 2009.

 

The hotel spans floors 3 through 24 of the new K11 multi-use development that runs the length of Hanoi Road in the heart of Tsim Sha Tsui. The hotel sits atop ‘The Art Mall’: six stories of boutiques and restaurants. 

Visit : www.hyatt.com. Contact : Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com. 

Working with the Alliance 

The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

Cruise West
Cruise West specializes in exploration small-ship cruises to explore remote and distinctive destinations in Alaska, West Coast, Central America, Mexico, South Pacific and Asia. Small ship cruising allows for up close and personal cruising not offered by the traditional larger cruise lines. 

Visit : www.cruisewest.com. Contact : Jerrol Golden at jerrolg@cruisewest.com.

Seatours

Seatours offers variety of sea excursions in Iceland. Whale watching, Ferry, Sea Angling, Bird watching, 4- day cruise and more. Visit : www.seatours.is. Contact : Kristrun Konradsdottir at kristrun@seatours.is.  


Canadian Tourism Commission
The CTC is a national marketing organization. Our vision is compelling the world to explore Canada. With our partners in the tourism industry and all levels of government it markets Canada in nine countries around the world. Visit : www.canada.travel.  Contact : Nim Singh at singh.nim@ctc-cct.ca. 

Anguilla Hotel and Tourism Association
A hotel and Tourism association representing over 160 hotels and tourism businesses in the Caribbean island of Anguilla. Visit : www.ahta.ai. Contact : Trudy Nixon at ahta@anguillanet.com. 

Unchartered Outposts
Unchartered Outposts is a premier Safari and Travel Companies offering hand-crafted itineraries to Africa, Australia, New Zealand and the Americas. Visit : www.unchartedoutposts.com. Contact : Charles Cunningham at chip@unchartedoutposts.com.

Agencies

Four Communications Group plc
Four Communications provides public relations for travel and other industry clients from offices in London, Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Bahrain and Liverpool. 

Four’s clients include some of the UK's and the world's most famous brands Including : 
· Bmi : Four handles the corporate, business and consumer PR for the most punctual British airline which has recently launched new flights to Cairo and Tel Aviv amongst other destinations Visit : www.flybmi.com Contact : bmi@fourcommunications.com
· Etihad : Etihad Airways is the national airline of the United Arab Emirates based in the UAE’s capital, Abu Dhabi. Currently Etihad offers flights to 45 destinations in the Middle East, Europe, North America, Africa and Asia. Visit : www.etihadairways.com. Contact : etihad@fourcommunications.com 

· Hand Picked Hotels : Hand Picked Hotels is a collection of 17 luxuriously renovated country house hotels across the UK including Sussex, Surrey, Hampshire, Scotland and Jersey. Visit : www.handpicked.co.uk. Contact : hph@fourcommunications.com
· Four Seasons Private Residences, Seychelles : Four looks after the property and lifestyle PR for Four Seasons Private Residences, Seychelles.  Contact : Fourseasons@fourcommunications.com 

· Club Med : Club Med offers 64 resorts on five continents including destinations such as Phuket, Malaysia, USA, Sicily, Morocco and Egypt. Club Med has recently launched the Luxury Collection which brings together 14 resorts in destinations including Maldives and Mauritius. Visit :  www.clubmed.com. Contact : clubmed@fourcommunications.com 

· Scandinavian Airlines : the national flag carrier of Scandinavia. Visit : www.flysas.co.uk. Contact : SAS@fourcommunications.com
· Nakheel : Dubai based property developer and creators of The Palm and The World amongst others. Visit : www.nakheel.com. Contact : Nakheel@fourcommunciations.com
· The Celtic Manor Resort : Host of the 2010 Ryder Cup and a leading spa, fitness and holiday resort in Wales. Visit : www.celtic-manor.com. Contact : CelticManor@fourcommunications.com
· IFA Hotels and Resorts : Developer of luxury integrated hotel and resort investment projects around the world. Visit : www.ifahotelsresorts.com. Contact : IFA@fourcommunications.com
· Barclaycard Business Travel Survey. Four promotes the annual Barclaycard Business Travel. Visit : Surveyhttp://www.barclaycardbusiness.co.uk/information_zone/travel/index.html. Contact : BarclaycardBusiness@fourcommunications.com
· La Dolce Vita. : an Italian lifestyle festival held annually in London. Visit : www.ladolcevitaevent.co.uk.  Contact : ladolcevita@fourcommunications.com
· P&O Cruises Ventura : A luxury superliner designed to provide inspirational holidays for all ages. Visit : www.pocruises.com/ventura. Contact : ventura@fourcommunications.com
· Carnival : Visit : www.carnivalcruise.co.uk. Contact : carnival@fourcommunications.com
Visit : www.fourcommunications.com. Contact : Lois Kettlewell at Lois.Kettlewell@fourcommunications.com. 

Lemongrass

Lemongrass represents luxury hotels and destinations. 

Visit : www.lemongrassmarketing.com. Contact : Stephanie Parr at stephanie@lemongrassmarketing.com
The Tartan Group
The Tartan Group is a leading PR firm, which specializes in travel, tourism, real estate and resort development. 

Visit : www.tartangroup.ca. Contact : Christine Gleed at christine@tartangroup.ca. 

Alerts
The Alliance alerts are ongoing independent press trip opportunities.

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· Swiss-Belhotel International, which manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions, will be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.
· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.
· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.
    

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four departments boasting historic chateaux, walking & cycling routes, a variety of sports and superb natural scenery and of Champagne, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.comContact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com or on 0208 614 1448.

· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Yapham Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.yaphamcottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436
· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.saillofts.co.uk. Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: http://www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Louise Woodward at louise@lucre.co.uk or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities, the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains. Bike the Whites will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.bikethewhites.com. Contact: Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Travel products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Magellan's

Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding.

The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful and appreciated products and provides travelers with :

· a single source of state-of-the-art, quality travel products 

· up-to-the-minute and well-researched information to meet the needs of all travelers, and 

· an exceptional customer experience 

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. 

Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk, Contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622

Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
Visit : www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Caroline Eden at caroline@kuperard.co.uk
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Heather Carswell at heather.carswell@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Brynony  Cole at bryony.cole@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  


Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
The International Travel Writers Alliance
The Alliance
 
The Alliance provides information and support to over 7,200 professionals who travel to write, broadcast or create images.
 
You can see the caliber of Alliance members by visiting www.itwalliance.com and clicking on Members/member profiles. This section is updated weekly.

Alliance services in brief
 

Through the Alliance we can reach and influence professional travel writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters by :

· placing information and images on the Alliance website

· distributing travel information and story ideas to professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers through our bi-monthly bulletins

· producing Destination dossiers, which are detailed media briefings sent to members and used by partners and their agencies for press pack information

· emailing Alliance alerts to members 

· organising Destination networking events (linked to the destination dossiers)

· planning and managing individual and group press trips, and

· staging professional travel writer symposiums in key destinations
AllWays 

 
AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com) is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance.
 
The AllWays package 
AllWays will comprises :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue e-newsletters and updates for AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
· AllWays magazine : launches as phase two of the AllWays development, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility. 
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