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Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

KBC PR 

KBC PR & Marketing has several press trips, media events and opportunities for the rest of 2009 and into 2010.

 

The Florida Keys and Key West
24—29 January 2010
Explore the Keys in a convertible along Florida's only All American Road. Along the way experience everything the Keys has to offer including fishing, swimming with dolphins, snorkelling before ending up in Key West! 

Contact Lisa Cooper at Lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com. 

 

Washington, DC and the Capital Region
3—7 June 2010
Take the challenge and explore Washington, DC before heading out to Frederick, Ellicott City and St Michaels in Maryland using planes, trains, automobiles & skipjacks. 
Contact Lisa Cooper at Lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com.

Atlantic Canada Tourism Partnership
Atlantic Canada media event in the UK!
2 February 2010

Save the date and come help us celebrate everything that is Atlantic Canada.  Atlantic Canada encompasses New Brunswick, Newfoundland, Labrador, Nova Scotia and Price Edward Island. Visitors can enjoy fine sea food, breathtaking views and unique landscapes, whale watching and iceberg trekking. 

Contact Kylie Whitfield at kylie.whitfield@kbc-pr.com. 

 

Travel Alberta : Ski the Rockies
This winter KBC PR can tailor make a press trip to Alberta whether you’re looking to learn to ski or board, improve your skills, enjoy the best powder or head into the backcountry. This season, Jasper’s Marmot Basin will open the longest, fastest quad chairlift in the Rockies and iconic Banff National Park celebrates its 125th anniversary. 

Contact Kylie Whitfield at kylie.whitfield@kbc-pr.com. 
 

Keith Prowse attraction tickets and tours
Get in touch and KBC will put you (and your partner) on the VIP list for last minute preview theatre tickets, football matches. 

Contact Tanya Hillman on Tanya.hillman@kbc-pr.com with the sort of entertainment you’re most interested in.

Dornoch Castle, Scotland
Dornoch Castle in the Scottish North Higlandlands is a family owned and run historic castle with establishment with 24 ensuite bedrooms and a restaurant where award winning chefs use local produce with wine from small private vineyards as well as malt whiskies

Visit : www.northhighlandsscotland.com. To discuss a press trips contact Sophie O’Mahony at Sophieo@robson-brown.co.uk.

Press trip to Chamonix, Switzerland

Best Western hotels are organising a press trip to Chamonix, Switzerland on the 11 - 13 December to show that it is the ideal destination for a weekend break.

The trip will be based at the four-star Best Western Premier Le Morgane hotel (http://www.morgane-hotel-chamonix.com).

The suggested itinerary :

Friday 11 December

Arrive at Geneva Airport, one hour shuttle to the hotel

Welcome cocktail 

Lunch at the restaurant the Bistro 

Tour of the hotel

Paragliding to see Chamonix from a different view 

Traditional trapper evening - snowshoeing, dinner in a mountain refuge and a sledge return 

Saturday 12 December  

Snow activity - possibly ski-ing or hiking near the Mer de Glace 

Dinner at La Cabane http://www.restaurant-cabane.com/
Sunday 13 December 

Brunch and relaxing time in the spa at Le Morgane

leave for home in the early afternoon

Contact : Emma Trimble at emmat@brazenpr.com.

Forbidden places ​

Forbidden places ​ Exploring our abandoned heritage is the first in a new collection of coffee table books by Jonglez Publishing.

Sylvain Margaine travelled the world in search of abandoned and forgotten places including Michael Jackson¹s hometown turned ghost town, Berlin¹s 1936 Olympic Village, deconsecrated

churches, forgotten castles, deserted train stations, prisons and mental asylums, a cemetery of rusted locomotives, abandoned steel factories and phantom underground stations.

Visit : www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at ThomasJonglez@EditionsJonglez.com

Lonely Planet 

Lonely Planet will provide review copies of its guides to Alliance members. New guides include :

1000 Ultimate Experiences

With 1000 Ultimate Experiences, Lonely Planet has brought together 1000 ideas, places and activities to inspire and entertain, for travellers and lovers of life-lists alike.

Extreme Cuisine
This pocket-size full colour book looks at the wonders of world food, from the origin of each exotic dish to how they are made, what they taste like and where you can try them. 

Lonely Planet’s Best in Travel 2010
Lonely Planet’s fifth annual collection of the world’s best journeys, destinations and experiences for the year ahead.  Also newly published or updated  : 

· Best of Lonely Planet Travel Writing

· Boston Encounter

· British Columbia & the Yukon

· Europe on a shoestring

· Goa & Mumbai

· Japan

· Japanese phrasebook & audio cd

· Maldives

· Mandarin phrasebook & audio cd

· Northeast India

· Trekking in the Indian Himalaya

· Trekking in the Patagonian Andes

· Vancouver encounter

· West Africa

Visit : www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Heather Carswell at HeatherC@lonelyplanet.co.uk
See also : Travel guides for other travel guide publishers.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

News 

20th anniversary of 'The Simpsons' United States
17 Dec 2009 

20th anniversary of 'The Simpsons' cartoon programme making its debut on Fox TV, with an episode titled 'Simpsons Roasting on an Open Fire'. It began as a regular series on 14 Jan 1990


Visit : www.fox.co.uk. Contact : Lori Burns at lori.burns@fox.com

The Cresta Run, Switzerland
18 Dec 2009 

The Cresta Run, the natural ice Skeleton and Luge racing sled run extending for 0.75 miles (1.2km) in St. Moritz reopens. The first Run was completed in Jan 1885 and it is still built from scratch every year using the natural contours of the valley and earth banks to provide a framework on which to pile the snow . Women have been banned from participating in the Run since 1929


Visit : www.cresta-run.com. Contact : Harriet Brabazon at harriet.brabazon@cresta-run.com.

Winter Solstice, United Kingdom

21 Dec 2009 

Winter Solstice - shortest day of the year and first day of Winter, the Pagan festival of Yule also begins in Northern Hemisphere. Summer Solstice in the Southern Hemisphere


Contact : Sheryl Twigg at stwigg@nmm.ac.uk 

'Orgasm for Peace' day, United States

21 Dec 2009 

Global Orgasm for Peace Day - Veteran American pacifists Donna Sheehan and Paul Reffell want the world to have a giant synchronised orgasm while releasing the conscious intention for peace, during the Solstice


Visit : www.globalorgasm.org. Contact : Donna Sheehan/Paul Reffell Baring at info@globalorgasm.org

Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre, United Kingdom
22 Dec 2009 - 03 Jan 2010 

'Footsbarn's Christmas Cracker', first ever Christmas production at the Globe Theatre, a family carnival production inspired by the complete works of Shakespeare running for a total of 18 performances. As the theatre is an open-air venue, the production is kept brief with two half-hour acts separated by an interval


Visit : www.shakespeares-globe.org. Contact : Fran Eyles at Fran.E@shakespearesglobe.com.

Indian Ocean tsunami
26 Dec 2009 

5th anniversary of Indian Ocean tsunami which killed 230,000 in Indonesia, Thailand, Sri Lanka & India. Remembrance services held throughout the region.

Contact : media.unit@oxfam.org.uk. 

New Year's Eve celebrations in New York, USA
31 Dec 2009

At 23:59hrs the Times Square New Year's Eve Ball begins its descent as people count down the final seconds of the year, and celebrate the beginning of a new one. Last year a new Waterford Crystal ball was unveiled which is twice the size of previous balls.

Visit : www.timessquarenyc.org. Contact : info@timessquarealliance.org. 

Dakar Argentina Chile Rally, Argentina
01 Jan 2010 - 17 Jan 2010 

Dakar Argentina-Chile Rally, cross-desert race formerly known as the Paris-Dakar rally, begins. Cars, bikes & trucks compete this year through South America from Buenos Aires, with a rest day in Antofagasta on 9 Jan.

Visit : www.dakar.com Contact : Emilie Poucan at epoucan@aso.fr 

Annual Banished Words List, Canada
01 Jan 2010 

Lake Superior State University publishes its 35th annual 'List of Words and Phrases Banished from the Queen's English for Mis-Use, Over-Use and General Uselessness'  The 2008 list included - 'Carbon footprint','Carbon offsetting', 'Staycation' and 'It's that time of year again'


Visit : www.lssu.edu. Contact : Tom Pinkat tpink@lssu.edu.

London Zoo annual stocktake, United Kingdom
05 Jan 2010

Annual stocktake of more than 600 different species living at London Zoo, incl animals as diverse as penguins, squirrel monkeys & zebras


Visit : www.zsl.org. Contact : Emma Kenly at emma.kenly@zsl.org.

Leads
European Advent and Christmas Markets

 
Christmas-markets.org carries details on over 100 Advent and Christmas Markets ranging from Aarhus to Zurich. 

Visit : www.christmas-markets.org. Contact : Karen Kelly-Moore at info@ontheroad.co.uk. 

White Line Hotels

White Line Hotels collection currently includes ten international hotels including: the Hotel Omm (Barcelona) the Greulich Hotel (Zurich), Lesic Dimitri Palace (Croatia) and Krafft Hotel (Basel).

Visit : www.WhiteLineHotels.com. Contact : Hugo Campbell-Davys at hugocd@postillioncommunications.com.

Visit England
The United Kingdom Tourism Survey show that holiday trips taken by UK residents in England in the first six months of 2009 were up by 14%, while outbound travel saw a 17% drop.

Visit : www.visitengland.corg. Contact : Zoe Shurgold at zoe.shurgold@visitengland.org. 

Polar Expeditions
Exodus’ new 2010/2011 Polar Expeditions brochure is full of trips to Antarctica, Spitzbergen and the Arctic Circle. Visit : www.exodus.co.uk. Contact : Lois Kettlewell at Lois.Kettlewell@fourcommunications.com. 
Washington DC
Terra Cotta Warriors: Guardians of China’s First Emperor, makes its final US stop at the National Geographic Museum in Washington DC (to 31 March 2010).

Visit : weekendwarriorsdc.com and www.capitalregionusa.co.uk. Contact : Lisa Cooper at Lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com 

Davison’s Camp, Zimbabwe
The Safari & Adventure Company has added Davison’s Camp in Hwange National Park, Zimbabwe, to its portfolio. The company now operates in six southern African countries.

Visit : www.safariadventurecompany.com. Contact Lesley Simpson at lesley@lesleysimpson.co.za.

St Ives, Cornwall, UK

Sail Lofts-St Ives, Cornwall, comprise 12 five-star self-catering apartments and townhouses at Porthmeor beach. St Ives is traditionally milder than elsewhere in the UK and the quality of light around the bay has been a source of inspiration for many artists and with more than 30 commercial galleries & museums.

Visit www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact : Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. 

The Royal Shakespeare Company 2010

The RSC runs new productions from March next year, including King Lear, Romeo and Juliet, Antony and Cleopatra and Morte D’Arthur. All these play in repertoire at The Courtyard Theatre, Stratford-upon-Avon, UK, until July 2010 when the previous three shows (Julius Caesar, The Winter’s Tale and As You Like It) return to the repertoire until the autumn.

 Visit : www.rsc.org.uk. Contact : Nada Zakula at nada.zakula@rsc.org.uk
The year ahead

Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on events and celebrations worldwide. Sponsored by The Year Ahead.

Gone With The Wind 
15 December 2009

The legendary Civil War love story, directed by Victor Fleming, received its world premiere in Atlanta, Georgia on 15 December 1939.

Sherlock Holmes - film release UK

26 December 2009

Robert Downey Jr and Jude Law star in Guy Ritchie's take on Arthur Conan Doyle's infamous detective. Also features Mark Strong, Rachel McAdams, Eddie Marsan, Kelly Reilly and James Fox.

Visit : www.warnerbros.co.uk. Contact : publicity.uk@warnerbros.com. 

Edinburgh's Hogmanay, Scotland
29 December 2009 to 01 January 2010 (annual)

Billed as the world's biggest and best New Year celebration, Edinburgh's Hogmanay events are free and ticketed. Festivities begin with a Torchlight Procession and street arts carnival.

Visit : www.hogmanay.net. Contact : Norman Ireland at norman.ireland@edinburgh.gov.uk.

Palm Springs International Film Festival, California
05 January 2010 to 18 January 2010 (annual, 21st)

One of the largest film festivals in north America. Over 209 films from 73 countries are screened. Includes seminars, special events and gala receptions.

Visit : www.psfilmfest.org. Contact : Steven Wilson at swilson@bwr-la.com. 

Sydney Festival, Australia
09 January 2010 to 30 January 2010 (annual, 34th)

Australia's largest and most attended annual cultural celebration. Named the city's favourite annual event 

Visit : www.sydneyfestival.org.au. Contact : Jill Colvin at jill.colvin@sydneyfestival.org.au.

London International Mime Festival, UK 

13 January 2010 to 31 January 2010 (annual, 32nd)

Showcase of contemporary visual theatre. Features performances by rising stars, and a host of established names in the fields of circus arts, puppetry, physical comedy and live art.

Visit : www.mimefest.co.uk. Contact : Peter Leone at  peter@arthurleone.com. 

New York Jewish Film Festival, USA
13 January 2010 to 28 January 2010 (annual, 19th)

The festival screens over 30 productions, including world and US premieres. Aims to showcase films that examine, record, and celebrate the Jewish experience.

Visit : www.filmlinc.com and www.thejewishmuseum.org. Contact : Gabriele Caroti at gcaroti@filmlinc.com

Big Day Out: Auckland, New Zealand
15 January 2010 (annual)

The Auckland edition of major Antipodean touring music festival featuring bands, DJs, sideshows and extreme sports.

Each of the tour's six stops features eight stages hosting over 50 rock, hip-hop and electronic acts..

Visit : www.bigdayout.com. Contact : les@peergroupmedia.com.

For more information on The Year Ahead visit : www.yearahead.co.uk. Contact : Robert Reeves at Robert.Reeves@profilegroup.co.uk. 

Reasons to write about

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

North Iceland 

Iceland Express will launch direct flights next summer from the UK to Iceland’s second city, Akureyri.

Known as the ‘Capital of the North’, the new Akureyri gateway opens up an alternative destination to Reykjavik and the south. 

Just 60km from the Arctic Circle and with 24-hour daylight from May to August, Akureyri is the starting point to discover some of Iceland’s most captivating but lesser known landscapes and natural wonders.

The dramatic and surreal Lake Myvatn area, a volcanic hotbed of boiling mud pools, rock and lava formations, is the north’s most famous attraction – the ‘must see’ after the Blue Lagoon and Golden Circle.

Other attractions include Europe’s most powerful waterfall, Dettifoss, the Hljodaklettar or ‘Whispering Cliffs’ rock formations, Asbyrgi (Iceland’s most awe-inspiring canyon), the striking volcanic wonders of the Askja caldera and the explosion crater Víti (‘Hell’) - made famous by NASA’s astronauts as their practice ground before the moon landings. All are now part of the new Vatnajokull National Park.

Husavik is one of Iceland’s best whale watching spots, and the shores of Lake Myvatn, 45 minutes inland, is the only breeding ground in Europe for the Barrow’s Goldeneye. 

North-west Iceland has a beautiful coastline, with off shore islands steeped in history, myths and legends. The countryside is dotted with horse farms.

The Icelandic Herring Era Museum in Siglufjörður is Iceland’s most northerly town and former herring capital of the North Atlantic.

Visit www.icelandexpress.com, www.northiceland.is and www.visiticeland.com. Contact : Clair Horwood at clair@saltmarshpr.co.uk

Wine regions
Lonely Planet has asked its staff and authors for their favourite wine region in the world.

The top three are :

Napa and Sonoma, California, USA

“The region is not over-developed yet, and the rolling hills are absolutely gorgeous. The wineries tend to still be low-key, are not over priced, and you are always guaranteed a beautiful relaxing day.” (Gerilyn Attebery)

Barossa Valley, South Australia
“It produces the finest red wines in the world. The Barossa is a short drive from Adelaide, and is welcoming and low-key though very well established. The cuisine is world class using only local produce.” (Tom Spurling) 

Marlborough, New Zealand
“As a visitor, you can base yourself in a beautiful region (Marlborough Sounds) and drive around all the tightly clustered wineries. Plus the sauvignon blanc is just gorgeous, especially on a scorching day. Cool, crisp and refreshing.”

Visit : www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Heather Carswell at HeatherC@lonelyplanet.co.uk. 

Dunster by Candlelight, UK
Dunster by Candlelight on Exmoor, Somerset, UK takes place every year on the first Friday and Saturday in December when this remarkably preserved medieval village turns its back on the present and lights its streets with candles.

During both evenings there are a variety of street entertainers who include carol singers, morris dancers, hand bell ringers, a brass band, a large fairground organ and choirs in the parish church. 


Most of Dunster’s wide variety of shops are open throughout the two evenings for Christmas shopping and a range of restaurants and their street stalls offer a variety of foods.

The Yarn Market Hotel, one of the village’s larger hotels.

Visit : www.yarnmarkethotel.co.uk. Contact : Donna Lawson at hotel@yarnmarkethotel.co.uk. 
Natural West Virginia
 

West Virginia is a state in the Appalachian and Mid-Atlantic regions of the United States, bordered by Virginia to the southeast, Kentucky to the southwest, Ohio to the northwest, and Pennsylvania and Maryland to the northeast.

It offers a wide range of natural pursuits.

The 2,700 acre Summersville Lake and 1,500 acre Sutton Lake also offer mountain biking and hiking trails. 

The “Gentle Trail” at Blackwater Falls State Park offers a view of the state’s largest waterfall at 63 feet and one of its most photographed spots. 

The New River Gorge offers rafting, rock climbing or hiking and mountain biking along one of the world’s oldest and scenic whitewater rivers. The second-tallest bridge, the New River Gorge Bridge is close by.  

Dolly Sods is a 4,000 foot high plains plateau in the Monongahela National Forest. Here blueberries and huckleberries can be picked and where mountain laurel and other flora bloom. 

Hike or ride horses along the trails near West Virginia’s highest point, Spruce Knob. 

Walk the moderate Seneca Rocks Trail up to the summit for an amazing view atop the 900 foot rock formation overlooking the confluence of Seneca Creek and the North Fork South Branch Potomac River. Fish for bass or trout atone of the state’s many fishing hot spots: Williams River, Cranberry River, Cherry River, Cheat River, Birch River and Beech Fork Lake.

Visit: www.wvtourism.com. Contact Jane Wilson at wv@attachecommunications.co.uk. 

Turkey
Turkey is a Eurasian country bordered by eight countries: Bulgaria to the northwest; Greece to the west; Georgia to the northeast; Armenia, Azerbaijan (the exclave of Nakhchivan) and Iran to the east; and Iraq and Syria to the southeast. 

The Mediterranean Sea and Cyprus are to the south; the Aegean Sea to the west; and the Black Sea is to the north. 

Turkey today is a modern nation blending East and West and a fast-growing tourism destinations. 

Turkey was the site of the first human settlement; the seat of the Byzantine, Roman and Ottoman Empires; the birthplace of Homer.

Among the latest tourism developments in Turkey:
 
Hotels 
·  The Edition Hotel Istanbul will be Turkey’s first hotel to earn seven-stars and only the fourth hotel to do so. It will open in December 2009, in time for Istanbul’s year-long celebration as a European Capital of Culture for 2010. 
 
· Hilton Hotels plan to open 40 properties across the country within five years, including two new hotels in Bursa, in the northwestern region scheduled to open in spring of 2011. 
  
· Opening in October 2009 Divan Istanbul Asia will be the largest hotel on Istanbul’s Anatolia, or Asia, side. Divan, one of the largest hotel developers in Turkey, is also rebuilding the 50-year-old Divan Istanbul in Taksim, the city’s social, cultural and business center. Expected to open in 2010.
 
· The 118 year-old Pera Palas in Istanbul will re-open in the first quarter of 2010 after major renovations.
New Attractions 

 
· Europe’s largest aquarium, the Turkuazoo Istanbul, will open by the end of 2009 in Istanbul. 
  
· The second largest yacht marina in Europe, the D-Marin Didim Marina at Altinkum-Didim opened in August 2009.
 
Visit : www.tourismturkey.org or www.kulturturizm.gov.tr. Contact: Carrie Hyman at Carrie@msilver-pr.com 
Graceland Mansion, Memphis, Tennessee, USA
A £125m revamp and extension of the former home of Elvis Presley, Graceland, will be completed in January 1010. 

The mansion's visitor centre has been replaced with an 80,000 ft² facility (seven times the size of the house itself) and includes a high-tech museum using three-dimensional imaging of Elvis, a hotel and memorabilia exhibition space.

Visit : www.elvis.com. Contact : media@elvis.com.

A place to stay

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Serene Pavilions, Sri Lanka

Serene Pavilions, Sri Lanka ,which opened in October, is a boutique hotel located on the west coast in Wadduwa, a 45 minute drive from the capital city of Colombo.

The hotel is set in a 7-acre coconut grove with direct access to its sandy beach facing the Indian Ocean. Each pavilion has its own private plunge pools surrounded by a large ground floor pool decking area

The Serene Pavilions’ signature centrepiece is its Amritha Bar and The Pavilions’ Restaurant, which links the garden and pool area to the beachfront. 

Visit: www.Serenepavilions.com. Contact : Anura Lokuhetty at anuralokuhetty@serenepavilions.com
The Bingham boutique hotel, UK
The Bingham boutique hotel restaurant and bar, on the banks of the River Thames in Richmond Upon Thames was voted the ‘Best Gastronomic Experience’ and the ‘Best Small Hotel/B&B of the year’ at the BT Visit London Awards.

Visit : www.thebingham.co.uk. Contact : Stefano Maranzana at stefano@epoquehotels.com. 

Maui, Hawaii

The Heavenly Spa by Westin at the Westin Maui Resort & Spa, Ka‘anapali, on the island of Maui, has been named Spa magazine’s Silver Sage Readers’ Choice winner in the Favorite Resort/Hotel Spa – Hawaii & South Pacific category. 

Visit : www.westinmaui.com. 

Starwood Hotels & Resorts Hawaii

Starwood Hotels & Resorts Hawaii operates 11 properties across the Hawaiian Islands of Oahu, Maui, Kauai and the Big Island.

Visit : www.starwoodhawaii.com. Contact : Nicole LaBerge at nlaberge@commpac.com.
Le Mas Candille, France 

The Relais & Châteaux hotel Le Mas Candille is a five-star 18th century converted farmhouse hotel in the south of France, which features a Michelin starred restaurant and Shiseido spa.

Situated on terraced slopes in the hills above Cannes in the medieval village of Mougins, Le Mas Candille is surrounded by olive groves and has views of the pre-alps and Grasse valley. 

Visit : www.lemascandille.com. Contact : Kath Freer at kfreer@bgb.co.uk 

Grand Hyatt Macau, China
The 791-guestroom Grand Hyatt Macau has opened on the Cotai Strip in the new City of Dreams development. 

The Chinese province of Macau lies on the western side of the Pearl River Delta, bordering Guangdong province in the north and facing the South China Sea in the east and south.

A non-gaming hotel, the Grand Hyatt Macau, is a five-minute drive from Macau International Airport and an eight-minute drive from Macau Ferry Terminal. 

The hotel offers complimentary shuttle service to all of the territory’s major transport terminals and to the city center, where guests can explore the colonial Portuguese architecture and other historic elements of the UNESCO-listed World Heritage site.

Five Hyatt hotels have now opened in the region in the past 12 months, including Park Hyatt Shanghai, Park Hyatt Beijing, Hyatt Regency Hong Kong, Sha Tin and Hyatt Regency Hong Kong Tsim Sha Tsui.

Visit www.hyatt.com. Contact : Alexandra Allason at Alex@grifcopr.com. 

Hotel National, Moscow
The iconic Moscow hotel, Hotel National, has joined Tte Luxury Collection Hotels & Resorts, following the first phase of a significant renovation to the hotel’s guest rooms and public spaces. 

Built in 1903 by famed Russian architect Alexander Ivanov, the has been an historic landmark in a location overlooking the Moscow Kremlin and Red Square in the heart of Moscow’s historical, cultural and business centre. 

Hotel National has undergone an extensive renovation of all guest rooms, suites and public areas, restoring the hotel to its original splendour creating a contemporary luxury that will uphold the hotel’s legacy as a landmark destination.  

The hotel features 206 luxuriously appointed guest rooms and 56 historical suites, which are adorned with authentic and rare Russian antiquities.  

The restoration of Hotel National will be completed by the end of 2012. 

Visit : www.luxurycollection.com/national. Contact : Rachel Witham at Rachel.Witham@starwoodhotels.com. 

The Hotel Bristol, Vienna
The Hotel Bristol, Vienna, has completed a two-year, five million Euro renovation that has included the refurbishment of all 140 rooms and suites as well as public areas. 

The hotel, first opened in 1892, is one of Vienna’s most authentic hotels and has hosted royalty, heads of state, aristocrats and celebrities 

Visit : www.luxurycollection.com/bristol. Contact : Amalie Craig at amalie.craig@starwoodhotels.com. 


Unusual accommodation in Normandy, France
Normandy is a French region situated along the English Channel coast of Northern France between Brittany (to the west) and Picardy (to the east) and includes the Channel Islands.

A giant Calvados barrel

The chance to embrace Norman culture by spending a night in a huge barrel once used to store Calvados.  With a capacity of over 10,000 litres, once tipped on their side these barrels can be transformed into a small little bedroom.  Owners of the Domaine de la “Cour au Grip”, Patrick et Paulette Esnard, also offer cookery workshops on their typical Pays d’Auge farm along the Normandy cider route.

A luxury chateau
Located 80km from Paris, the Château de Saussard sits in an 8-hectare estate whose ancient and majestic plane trees are reflected in the winding river Epte.  The fully-restored 15th, 18th and 19th-century chateau boasts six guest rooms as well as tennis courts, stables, fishing in the river and pleasure boating.  

www.chateaudeweekend.com 

A wigwam
A herd of 200 Canadian bison graze alongside a reconstruction of an Indian village in a large glade of a farm in Muchedent. 

www.revedebisons.com 

An old dovecote
The entire dovecote of this old farmstead has been transformed into one of the rooms of the guesthouse owned by husband and wife duo Alain and Marie Louise Duval.  

www.le-colombier.net  

A Norman safari
Hidden amongst the hills, rocks, waterfalls and vegetation of the natural Normandy landscape are the animals of the Cerza wildlife park with the chance t stay in one of the park's very own eco-friendly safari lodges.  

www.cerzasafarilodge.com 

A Napoleonic coastal fortress
This Napoleonic fort is situated on the Cotentin Peninsula beside the coastal path where coast guards once kept watch for smugglers. The 19th century fortress, which is accessed only by drawbridge, is buffeted by the wind and waves, and dominates the cape which looks out across Cherbourg harbour.

Visit www.normandy-tourism.org. contact : Sarah Whitham sarah.whitham@franceguide.com.

WORLDHOTELS
WORLDHOTELS, the group of independent hotels, is launching special Culture Packages for the colder months including special deals and discounts and complimentary sightseeing tours to free entry to museums, concerts and musicals.


Zurich, Switzerland

Hotel Opera in Zurich offers guided tours of the Opera House and free entry to over 37 museums, including the famous Kunsthaus: a free boat trip on Lake Zurich or the River Limmat; a complimentary trip to the top of the famous Uetliberg; 50 per cent discount on a guided walking tour of Zurich’s Old Town and a 24-hour ticket for use on Zurich’s public transport. 

Luxembourg

Hôtel Parc Belair and Hôtel Parc Plaza in the city of Luxembourg will receive a complimentary Luxembourg Card offering a free guided tour of the city, a boat trip on the River Mosel and complimentary visits to Luxembourg’s castles and butterfly garden, as well as free entry to all of Luxembourg’s museums. 

Brussels, Belgium

Thon Hotel Brussels City Centre can also enjoy free public transport on the city’s Metro and complimentary entry to the renowned Magritte Museum, which opened in June this year and features the works of Belgium’s most famous surrealistic painter, René Magritte.

Other WORLDHOTELS affiliate hotels offering Culture Packages are: 

· Grand Elysee Hamburg, Germany
· Hotel Berliner Hof, Berlin, Germany
· Hotel Bleibtreu Berlin, Germany
· Hotel Ku’Damm 101 Berlin, Germany
· Hotel Savoy Berlin, Germany
 

The group has almost 500 affiliate properties in more than 300 destinations in 70 countries.
Visit : www.worldhotels.com.  Contact : Susie Tempest  @ susie@saltmarshpr.co.uk.   
Preferred Hotel Group

New properties in the Preferred Hotel portfolio include : 

· The Natal Ocean Club situated on the cliffs of the picturesque coast of Cabo Sao Roque at Rio Grande De Norte, Brazil opens in November 2010

· The Leela Palace Kempinski on the banks of Lake Pichola Udaipur, India opened in October 2009.

· The Seagate Hotel & Spa,Delray Beach, Florida, USA opens in November 2009.

· Hotel St. Francis, Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA opened in October 2009.

Visit : www.preferredhotels.com. Contact : Laura Mooney at lmooney@mg-pr.com.  
Working with the Alliance 

The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

Canadian Tourism Commission

The CTC is a national marketing organization that markets Canada in nine countries around the world.

Visit : www.canada.travel. Contact : Nim Singh at singh.nim@ctc-cct.ca.

Lanzarote Tourist Board
Lanzarote in the Atlantic Ocean is a Spanish island and the easternmost of the Canary Islands. With the smaller islands of Alegranza, La Graciosa and Monta a Clara, it is 125 kilometers off the coast of Africa and 1,000 km from the Iberian Peninsula. Lanzarote is known for white sand beaches and clear waters and its dramatic volcanic landscape. The year round warm climate and moderated winds allow the practice of a wide variety of sports, especially scuba diving, sports fishing, sailing and catamaran or scuba diving along with the island's two modern sports ports, parasailing, golf and air excursions.

Visit : www.turismolanzarote.com. Contact : Hector Fernendez at hfernandez@cabildodelanzarote.com. 

Kentucky.gov

Kentucky.gov disseminates information about Kentucky tourism and parks and responds to media inquiries.

Visit : www.ky.gov. Contact : Bob Adams at bob.adams@ky.gov. 



Agencies

Immedia PR 

Immedia PR is a Canada based 
public relations consultancy specializing in travel, real estate, food and wine and lifestyle sectors.

Visit : www.immediapr.com. Contact : Heather Kirk at heather@immediapr.com.

bgb

bgb creative campaigns consistently deliver outstanding returns on investment for our clients.bgb looks after every area of communication, from the local marketing of a small, independently owned hotel to the brand development of a popular long-haul destination.

Visit : www.bgb.co.uk. Contact : Claire Nelson at cnelson@bgb.co.uk

Brighter Group
Formed in 1995, Brighter Group is the travel industry’s fastest growing integrated marketing communications organisation. Brighter has considerable experience in positioning destinations in the mind of the consumer in the market place. With over 20 brands represented by Brighter we are in a strong position to leverage our client base to give greater momentum to individual client accounts. 

Visit : www.brightergroup.com. Contact : Jeremy Tracy at jeremy.tracy@brightergroup.com.

Circle Solution Consultants
A full consultancy service for tour operators, attractions, airports, airlines and destinations. PR services include media relations, events, press trips, press conference organising, clipping services, membership to media portals and evaluation.

Visit : : www.circlesolution.com. Contact : Lyndsey Thomas at Lyndsey.thomas@circlesolution.com
The Tartan Group
The Tartan Group specializes in travel, tourism, real estate and resort development. It has offices in Victoria, Vancouver and affiliates across North America 

Visit : www.tartangroup.ca. Contact : Andrea Wickham-Foxwell at andrea@tartangroup.ca
First Public Relations
Founded in 1985, First Public Relations has developed an enviable reputation as the one-stop-shop for the travel industry and the only specialist consultancy to offer fully integrated marketing and public relations programmes for destinations, hotel groups, airlines and tour operators in the UK, Europe, America and Asia.

Visit : : www.firstpr.co.uk. Contact : Lynda Daboh at lynda@firstpr.co.uk.

Alerts
The Alliance alerts are ongoing independent press trip opportunities.

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· Swiss-Belhotel International, which manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions, will be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.
· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.
· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.
    

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four departments boasting historic chateaux, walking & cycling routes, a variety of sports and superb natural scenery and of Champagne, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.comContact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com or on 0208 614 1448.

· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Yapham Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.yaphamcottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436
· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.saillofts.co.uk. Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: http://www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Louise Woodward at louise@lucre.co.uk or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities, the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains. Bike the Whites will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.bikethewhites.com. Contact: Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Travel products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Magellan's

Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding.

The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful and appreciated products and provides travelers with :

· a single source of state-of-the-art, quality travel products 

· up-to-the-minute and well-researched information to meet the needs of all travelers, and 

· an exceptional customer experience 

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. 

Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk, Contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622

Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
Visit : www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Caroline Eden at caroline@kuperard.co.uk
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Heather Carswell at heather.carswell@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Brynony  Cole at bryony.cole@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  


Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
The International Travel Writers Alliance
The Alliance
 
The Alliance provides information and support to over 7,200 professionals who travel to write, broadcast or create images.
 
You can see the caliber of Alliance members by visiting www.itwalliance.com and clicking on Members/member profiles. This section is updated weekly.

Alliance services in brief
 

Through the Alliance we can reach and influence professional travel writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters by :

· placing information and images on the Alliance website

· distributing travel information and story ideas to professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers through our bi-monthly bulletins

· producing Destination dossiers, which are detailed media briefings sent to members and used by partners and their agencies for press pack information

· emailing Alliance alerts to members 

· organising Destination networking events (linked to the destination dossiers)

· planning and managing individual and group press trips, and

· staging professional travel writer symposiums in key destinations
AllWays 

 
AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com) is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance.
 
The AllWays package 
AllWays will comprises :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue e-newsletters and updates for AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
· AllWays magazine : launches as phase two of the AllWays development, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility. 
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