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Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Networking event with the Netherlands Board of Tourism
Thursday 25 February 2010
The Netherlands Board of Tourism would like to invite UK based Alliance members to Taste the Dutch Lifestyle, a networking at the Institute of Directors, 116 Pall Mall, London. SW1Y 5ED on Thursday 25 February 2010 between 18.30 and 21.00.
 
This will give you the chance to find out what's new in Holland for 2010 and to discuss a range of

press trip opportunities to the country.
 
This drinks reception with Dutch cuisine will also see the launch of Destination Holland, which has been produced by the Netherlands Board of Tourism and the International Travel Writers Alliance.

There will also be the chance to win a number of prizes including city breaks to Amsterdam.

 
If you would like to attend, could you please email esugintaite@holland.com.  
Rancho Pescadero, Todos Santos, Mexico
Rancho Pescadero, in Todos Santos Mexico, has been dubbed 'a different kind of dude ranch'.

It is the brainchild of Lisa Harper, a drop out CEO who now lives on the beach in Mexico and has created a luxury boutique hotel with ‘a soul and a personality’. 

Todos Santos is small town about 1.25 hours from Cabo on the Baja Peninsula which is filled with art galleries and restaurants and is possessed of great surf for boarders. 

Visit : www.ranchopescadero.com For press trip opportunities contact : Nyna Cox at nyna@gracemarketing.com.

West Cornwall Cottages, UK
West Cornwall Cottages offers a choice of around 60 comfortable, welcoming holiday homes in unspoilt locations across South Cornwall, the majority on the Roseland and Lizard Peninsulas, both Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
With waterfront properties, traditional houses in quaint fishing villages, converted barns, stables, mills, a coach house and a dairy, plus studios and apartments ideal for couples, and accommodation for families and groups of up to 14 people.

West Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members.

Visit : www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk. 

Press trips to Kansas and Oklahoma
The Annual Symphony in the Flint Hills, Kansas (12 June 2010) and the Red Earth Festival, Oklahoma (18,19,20 June 2010) 

The Annual Symphony in the Flint Hills Concert, Kansas

Once a vast prairie covered one-third of our continent–an endless grassland teeming with bison, deer, antelope, fowl and wildflowers of every colour, the Flint Hills today are an untouched piece of that prairie.

Each spring there is a gathering, a coming together of art, nature and the kindred souls who appreciate them both. 

For one evening, the meadowlark’s song is joined by a Symphony in the Flint Hills.

Alliance members will get the chance to visit the magnificent Flint Hills for a memorable afternoon and evening. 

Visit: www.symphonyintheflinthills.org

The Red Earth Native American Cultural Festival

The 24th annual Red Earth Native American Cultural Festival will be held at the Cox Convention Center on 18, 19, & 20 June 2010 in downtown Oklahoma City.

More than 1200 American Indian artists and dancers from throughout North America will gather to celebrate the richness and diversity of their heritage with the world.  

For three days Oklahoma City will be at the centre of Native American art and culture in America. A grand parade, unlike any other parade in the world, opens the Red Earth Festival on Friday morning.  

The streets of downtown Oklahoma City will vibrate in Native American tribal spirit as representatives of more than 100 tribes, in full tribal regalia, make the Red Earth Parade one of America’s most unique.  

Visit : www.nativeart.net 
Opportunities

Economy class flights from the UK, car hire, fuel costs, accommodation, most meals and a detailed itinerary will be provided for qualified journalists with a firm commission.  

Visit : www.TravelKs.com. To request a visit Kansas and/or Oklahoma at this or another time contact : Derek Mackenzie-Hook at dmh@travelksok.co.uk or on 08450 533 280

Hartland Peninsula Arts, North Devon, UK 

Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs small group and one-to-one landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast, in the heart of an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, will be delighted to offer short courses to Alliance members.  

Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.
Spring in Savannah Press Trip 

Alliance members are invited to request to join the Spring in Savannah Press Trip from 24 to 26 March 2010 that will showcase this city's chic, savvy side and timeless tradition of hospitality at the peak of spring, where you will be hosted by the Kessler Collection. 

Azaleas, wisteria and other signature Southern blossoms blanket the city in luxuriant colour, while the Savannah Music Festival offers a heady blend of classical, jazz, folk and world music. 

The Spring in Savannah Press Trip features tickets to the critically-acclaimed Savannah Music Festival, award-winning coastal cuisine, luxurious accommodations and more. 

Accommodation is at the Bohemian Hotel Savannah Riverfront, a stylish boutique hotel overlooking the Savannah River. This latest Kessler Collection property has the distinction of being the first new hotel on River Street in more than 17 years. Transportation not included. 

Visit : www.savannahvisit.com. Contact : Allison Hersh at savpresstrip@yahoo.com.

France meets the Media in the UK
Twenty French regions, five counties and four cities including Paris will be available at France meets the Media 2010 in :

· London : 2 March from 10.30am to 4.00pm at the BAFTA, 195 Piccadilly, W1J 9LN 

· Manchester : 3 March from 12.00 to 3.30pm at The Midland Hotel, Peter Street, M60 2DS

· Glasgow  : 4 March from 11.00am to 2.30pm at The Millenium Hotel, George Square, G2 1DS

· Edinburgh : 4 March from 5.00pm to 8.30pm at The Missoni Hotel, 1 George IV Bridge, EH1 

It will be a one-stop opportunity to meet with French local tourist boards' press representatives and discuss editorial and press trip opportunities for 2010.

Visit : www.franceguide.com. Contact : info@francemeetsthemedia.co.uk. 

Circle Line Sightseeing Yachts 

Since 1945, Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises has hosted over 60 million passengers in New York City. 
Providing generations of visitors with magnificent views of the Manhattan skyline and interesting tidbits about the city and its surroundings, Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises is a true New York institution and a "must-see" attraction while in town.

Sightseeing tour options include : 
· Full Island Cruise 

· Semi-Circle Cruise 
 
· Liberty Cruise 
· Harbor Lights Evening Cruise, and 
· The Beast : a custom built 70 foot off shore racing power boat.
New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission.  Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com
For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.
News 

Savoy Hotel, London
The 118-year old Savoy, London will reopen in June following a £100m restoration - the most expensive hotel refurbishment in London's history. 

Visit : www.the-savoy.com. Contact : Julian Haddon at julian.haddon@fairmont.com.

China Airlines
China Airlines will launch the first non-stop flights to Taipei from London Heathrow from 28 March 2010. Previously, UK passengers have had to travel via Amsterdam in order to fly to Taiwan with China Airlines. 
 
Visit :  www.china-airlines.com. Contact Susie Tempest at susie@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

Travellers’ Tales Festival
The annual Travellers’ Tales Festival will this be held at the Royal Geographical Society, London from Friday 19 to Sunday 21 Februar, 2010.

The Festival features lectures from some of the great names from the world of travel writing and travel photography, plus creative workshops and tutorials.

Visit : www.travellerstalesfestival.com. Contact : Duncan Mills at duncan@and-publishing.co.uk.

The Yorkshire Wildlife Park

Low fare airline, Jet2.com has flown a pride of neglected lions from a Romanian zoo to Yorkshire free of charge as part of, what is planned to be, the biggest ever big cat rescue to date.
 
Jet2.com has joined forces with the Yorkshire Wildlife Park, which is leading the mission to rescue a pride of 13 lions which are being held in cramped conditions and facing an uncertain future at Oradea Zoo, Romania. 
Yorkshire Wildlife Park has raised over £120,000 for the welfare mission, but is still in need of another £30,000 to pay for veterinary care, building a lion house, transportation costs and creating the reserve for the big cats. 

Visit www.lionrescue.co.uk and www.jet2.com. Contact :  Kiran Ryatt at Kiran@lucre.co.uk.

Kristina

The UK premiere of the concert version of ABBA’s Benny Andersson and Björn Ulvaeus musical Kristina takes places at the Royal Albert Hall on Wednesday 14 April 2010.

 The concert will feature a cast of over 30 performers accompanied by a 50-piece Symphony Orchestra.

Visit : www.kristinathemusical.com. Contact : Amanda Malpass at amanda.malpass@btinternet.com. 
Leads
Villarenters.com
Villas are now available to book online through villarenters.com. From villas in Spain and farmhouses in Tuscany to self-catering apartments in the South of France and condos in Florida, the site features more than 13,000 holiday homes.

Visit : www.villarenters.com. Contact : Olivia Wood at olivia.wood@aemedia.com. 

Pestana Chelsea Bridge Hotel & Spa, London 

The 216-room hotel Chelsea Bridge Hotel, Pestana Hotels' first UK property opens on 1 March 2010.

Visit : www.pestana.com. Contact : chelsea.bridge@pestana.com.

Nine country cycle ride
The Oronto-based Tour d'Afrique, a small, socially responsible bike tour company, is organising a six-week, nine country tour dubbed The Amber Route from 11 July 2010.

The 1864-mile tour begins in St. Petersburg and follows the Ancient Amber Trade Route used by the Romans. In doing so it passes through the Baltic states of Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, then through Poland and Slovakia, continuing on to Hungary, cutting through Slovenia and ending in Venice. 

Riders may also opt to do one or more of the four shorter sections ranging from 330 to 600 miles each. 

Visit : www.tourdafrique.com. Contact : Sarah Widness at widness@widnesspr.com. 
The year ahead

Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on events and celebrations worldwide. 

Music Festivals in Italy

Arena di Verona, Verona

18 June to 29  August 2010 

The 88th year of the International Opera Festival. The 2010 calendar offers five operas, Turandot, Aida, Carmen, Madame Butterfly, Il Trovatore in the Roman Amphitheatre, which welcomes once again artists and public in its magnificent setting. 

www.arena.it 

Festival Dei Due Mondi, Spoleto

June and July 2010 

The 52nd international art, culture and music festival is regarded as one of the most important 

cultural events in Italy. Its programme profiles original, innovative and, at times, exclusive performances. 

www.festivaldispoleto.com 

The Festival Puccini, Torre del Lago

16 June to 22 August 2010

Torre del Lago hosts the 52nd Festival Puccini, created by Puccini himself. The outdoor theatre, close to Villa Mausoleo where Puccini’s remains lie, is an fine setting to enjoy the music of one of the most outstanding and esteemed Italian artists. Operas on show in 2010 are: La Fanciulla del West, Turandot, Madama Butterfly, Tosca, plus ballet: Carmina Burana, Le Villi and Romeo and Juliet.

www.puccinifestival.it 

The Roman Opera Festival, Roma

1 July to 8 August 2010

The Roman Opera Festival benefits from its privileged and outstanding setting in the Caracalla Baths. On stage this year operas such as  Aida and  Rigoletto and ballet such as Rome and Juliet. 

www.operaroma.it 

Maggio Musicale Fiorentino, Florence

29 April to 22 June 2010 

This is one of the oldest traditional cultural events in Florence. The Stabile Orchestrale Fiorentina was set up in 1928 and, in 1933, it first organized the Festival, which has its own Ballet company called Maggio Dance

www.maggiofiorentino.com 

Sferisterio Opera Festival, Macerata

29 July to 10 August, 2010

This opera festival is hosted almost entirely in the theatre-shaped Sferisterio, which was designed in 1823 by architect Ireneo Aleandri. This year the programme includes: Faust, La Forza del Destino, I Lombardi alla Prima Crociata, Attila.

www.sferisterio.it 

Musica Riva Festival, Riva del Garda

17 July  to 2 August 2010

This is a music festival highlights performances and events for young musicians worldwide and ranges from classical music to dance and includes a competition dedicated to the musician Riccardo Zandonai. 

www.musicarivafestival.com 

Mito Settembre Musica, Turin and Milan

3 to 26 September 2010 

This festival connects Turin and Milan, in a programme of by the world’s best orchestras playing baroque opera, medieval music and jazz with open-air shows and night-time concerts.

Contact : Stefania Gatta at stefania.gatta@enit.it. 

Other events : 

The Tree Council's Tree Care Campaign, UK 

01 March 2010 to 30 September 2010 (annual)

Highlights the need for better care for all trees, in order to ensure their survival and increase their numbers.

Visit : www.treecouncil.org.uk. Contact : Pauline Buchanan Black at info@treecouncil.org.uk.

Celtic Festival Of Wales (Cwlwm Celtaidd), Porthcawl

05 March 2010 to 07 March 2010 (annual, 9th)

Features over 20 traditional and folk acts from Wales and beyond. Activities include dance and instrument workshops, a parade, swimming and real ale bars. Only Celtic festival in Wales. 

Visit : www.cwlwmceltaidd.com. Contact : Derek Smith at derek@cwlwmceltaidd.com.

British Pie Week, UK
01 March 2010 to 07 March 2010 (annual, 3rd)

During British Pie Week promotions take place in pubs nationwide. 

Visit : www.britishpieweek.co.uk. Contact : Gemma Buckley-Roberts at gemma@jellybeancreative.co.uk.

Winter Party Festival, Miami Beach, Miami, Florida, USA

03 March 2010 to 08 March 2010 (annual)

Events comprising music, fashion, art and performance take place to benefit the LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) community.

Visit : www.winterparty.com. Contact : David Orchard at dorchard@ideazeit.com. 

Birds Eye View Film Festival, London
04 to 12 March 2010 (annual, 9th)

The Birds Eye View Film Festival celebrates and showcases international female filmmakers. It includes screenings of international UK premieres, masterclasses, parties, live music and the Fashion in Film initiative, a retrospective of fashion films by new filmmakers and renowned industry figures. 

Visit : www.birds-eye-view.co.uk. Contact : Elizabeth Benjamin at elizabeth@emfoundation.com.

Womadelaide, Adelaide, South Australia

05 March 2010 to 08 March 2010 (annual, 18th)

An outdoor music festival featuring seven stages and around 400 artists from over 20 different countries. Part of the Womad (world of music, arts and dance) events brand and includes workshops, visual arts and street theatre programme. 

Visit : www.womadelaide.com.au and www.womad.org/festivals/womadelaide. Contact : Nicola Prime at apadmin@artsprojects.com.au.

Reasons to write about
Castles on the Lower Rhine
For centuries kings, counts, princes and barons have left their traces on the Lower Rhine, the border of east-central Holland and western Germany. 

The Lower Rhine covers the regions of North Limburg, North-Eastern Brabant, Veluwe, Arnhem and Nijmegen in Holland and the German Niederrhein with towns such as Kleve, Xanten, Neuss, Duisburg and Krefeld.   

Numerous castles, fortresses and ruins bear witness to the glory of days gone by. 

Today many invite visitors to spend an unforgettable night in royal surroundings. 

The castles and fortresses all have one thing in common - they are all surrounded by beautiful, expansive parks that beckon visitors to take a walk. 

Landgoed Jachtslot de Mookerheide 

(Holland – Lower Rhine region)

Built in 1902-1905 in art nouveau style by Jan Jacob Luden, this hunting lodge has an interesting past. First privately owned, then a home for problem children run by the van Bethanië order of Dominican Sisters, in 1986 it was acquired by the current owner and turned into a luxurious castle hotel. 

Fourteen of the 21 rooms are in the Palace de Jachthoorn, a separate building tucked away in the wooded parkland. The Scottish Barn is a rustic bar with a barbecue grill. The castle itself houses the restaurant and various rooms furnished in the original hunting style.

Castle Wissen 

(Germany - Lower Rhine region) 

Its tranquil setting in a picturesque park makes Wissen Castle a great place to escape the cares of everyday life. Relaxation is the priority here. 

Soak up the historical atmosphere of the castle in one of the suites and take breakfast in the former mill. The architectural history of the building spans a number of styles, from medieval to Renaissance to neo-Gothic. 

The castle is close to the river Niers.

Castle Montfort 

(Holland - Lower Rhine region)

A bit west of Montfort in Midden-Limburg lie the ruins of Montfort Castle, one of the largest medieval castles in Holland. 

Dating back to around 1260, it was built on an artificial hill in a swamp and occupied several times through the centuries. In 1794 it was destroyed by the French.

Visit : www.holland.com. Contact : Evelina Sugintaite at esugintaite@holland.com. 
Karnataka, India
The Indian southern state of Karnataka is looking to attract more visitors in 2010.

Karnataka has one of the most sensitive and diverse tropical forest cover, with education and conservation projects funded by incoming tourism.  

Tour operator Deccan Dreams has teamed up with local eco-development committees to offer eco-conservation and nature tourism programmes aimed at preserving local customs and traditions and protecting wildlife sanctuaries and rare species.

The Tiger Conservation is a project undertaken in tiger reserves to help preserve and protect this vulnerable species for future generations and offer a ‘hands-on’ opportunity to experience the nature conservation projects in tiger habitats at first-hand plus other vital initiatives to protect the wildlife.

Relatively quieter as a tourist destination than neighbouring Goa and Kerala, Karnataka is known as India’s ‘hi-tech’ state but is attracting more visitors keen to explore its many charms. 

It has an almost undeveloped coastline between Goa and Kerala; the Western Ghats Mountain Range with a number of wildlife reserves; ancient temples; the palaces of Mysore; heritage sites and festivals and scenic railway journeys.

Bangalore, is a major hub for international and domestic flights, as well as rail and road connections to the neighbouring states of Kerala, Goa, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra.

Visit: www.pyramidsdeccan.com and www.avionholidays.co.uk. Contact : Doug Goodman  at doug@douggoodmanpr.com.

The Collingwood Elvis Festival, Ontario, Canada
The 16th Annual Collingwood Elvis Festival, which is themed Welcome Home Elvis, will take place on between 22 and 25 July 2010.  

The town of Collingwood is located near Georgian Bay on the banks of the scenic great lakes and two hours North-West of Toronto.
More than 70,000 visitors come to the town to pay homage to the King of Rock and Roll and enjoy four days of food, musical entertainment and family fun.  Many of those attending will dress up as Elvis. 

Visit : www.collingwoodelvisfestival.com and  www.ontariotravel.net/uk. Contact : Lyndsey Thomas at lyndsey.thomas@circlesolution.com.

Oregon and Washington State
Stephanie Meyer’s Twilight books have been bestsellers worldwide and now travellers can have their own Twilight Adventure on a brand new 12-day tour from TrekAmerica, which takes in the many locations made famous by the books and films in both Oregon and Washington State. 

The small town of St Helens in Oregon is where much of the movie was filmed and there will be the opportunity for Twilight enthusiasts to visit Bloated Toad, the restaurant where Bella and Edward dine and Thunderbird and Whale, the bookstore visited by Bella. 

A private tour of the Twilight towns of Forks and La Push is included in the itinerary, visiting the Forks Welcome Sign, Forks Community Hospital, Police Department, the Cullen and Swan homes, Second Beach and Quileute Indian Reservation.

The first Twilight Adventure departs Portland, Oregon on May 27th 2010 and costs £699 per person excluding flights. The tour ends in Seattle. 

Further departure dates are available in June, July and August 2010. 

Visit : www.trekamerica.com. Contact : Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com. 

Discover Greenwich 

Discover Greenwich a £5.8m education centre opens in March in the Old Royal Naval College, Greenwich, London. The centre features a temporary exhibition gallery, learning suite and a tourist information spot. 

A permanent exhibition provides an overview of the architectural and social evolution of the Old Royal Naval College, from its origins as the site of Henry VIII's Tudor Palace, to its present day significance as a heritage visitor destination. Includes historic artefacts, contemporary and replica artworks, interactive and hands-on activities, models and film footage.

Visit : www.oldroyalnavalcollege.org. Helen Beioley at hbeioley@greenwichfoundation.org.uk.

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

A place to stay

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Stately accommodation in Derbyshire, UK

Lea Hall

Lea Hall is based in the village of Lea, near Matlock in Derbyshire has been totally refurbished and offers 10 unique double en suite bedrooms.   

The Georgian-fronted property dates back to the 1600s and was the  early childhood home of Florence Nightingale.

Harthill Hall

Harthill Hall, is near Bakewell in Derbyshire, and dates back to the 1200s. 

The manor house offers 6 double en suite bedrooms and the cottages (in former outbuildings and the original manor house) offer various accommodation that sleeps from 2 to 12 people

Visit : www.derbyshirecountryhouses.com. Contact : Simon Turton at simon@operapr.com.
The Staincliffe Hotel, Hartlepool, UK

The Staincliffe Hotel is located in Hartlepool, County Durham, UK where the 2010 Tall Ships Race is being held between 7 and 10 August 2010. 

Alliance members would like to visit this classic hotel should contact : Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.
New properties in the Preferred Hotels portfolio

The Preferred Hotel Group has added 15 new properties to their portfolio :

· the Royal Horseguards, London  

· Cameron House on Loch Lomond, Scotland
· Jnane Tamsna Marrakech

· Hotel Rialto, Warsaw, Poland

· Schloss Hubertushöhe Hotel, Storkow, Germany

· Seventh Mountain Resort, Bend, Oregon 
· The Martha Washington Hotel & Spa, Abingdon, Virginia , and 

· East, Hong Kong.

Visit : www.preferredhotelgroup.com. For the pportunity to review any of these properties contact : Laura Duncan at Laura@lucre.co.uk.

Ecofriendly holliday lettings 

Holiday letting company www.holidaylettings.co.uk offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world including many that are eco-friendly.

Chalet Zirbe, St Martin in Lungau, Salzburgerland, Austria 

Chalet Zirbe is a three bedroom chalet and is part of the first energy self-sufficient eco village ever built. 

Natural materials such as untreated timber have been used to build the resort and water is supplied water by a private spring. 

On site, rainwater is collected in large underground tanks and used for irrigation. The village is situated in Lungau, which is surrounded by mountain chains and beautiful flora and fauna. 

Le Manoir des Couts, Melle Lezay, France 

Le Manoir des Couts is a traditional three bedroom 16th century manor house that has been lovingly restored to highlight its architectural features. 

The house is situated in a small hamlet, a few steps away from the river Dive in a wildlife protected zone and boasts its own solar-heated wooden pool. 

The property is surrounded by spectacular unspoilt countryside, perfect for afternoon walks in the woods.

Folie a Deux Villa, Duboka Bay, Island of Brac, Croatia 

Folie a Deux is a five bedroom solar-powered home in a solar community, designed to respect the nature and beauty of the island and to preserve the local environment. 

Duboka Bay is in close proximity to the villa, for a spot of sun bathing or water sports. The property also boasts its own swimming pool, lounge chairs and kayaks. 

The Gite at Rigal, Lalinde, Dordogne, France 

The Gite at Rigal is part of a cluster of 18th century honey-toned stone farm buildings. 

The interior has a contemporary French feel, with three elegant bedrooms dressed in crisp luxurious linen. 

The garden comes fully equipped with a heated pool, wooden play area, trampoline and orchards. 

The grounds are also home to a number of rare breed chickens - which supply guests with daily free-range eggs - and grazing ponies. Le Rigal estate is run organically; no chemicals are used on the pastures and recycling is a way of life. 

A composting system is in place, absorbing most of the kitchen waste, for use on the onsite organic vegetable plot.

Cats Abbey, Burford, Oxfordshire

Cats Abbey is a converted Cotswold farmyard located five miles west of Burford, with spectacular views across the Windrush Valley. 

The barn has a beamed ceiling, wood-burning stove, and a stone floor with under floor heating - powered by a ground source heat pump. 

All rainwater from the main roof is collected in an underground tank and used for flushing toilets and providing soft water to the laundry. Originally an out-farm yard, Cats Abbey is set within the National 

Trust Estate at Sherborne.





…/

Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk/eco-friendly-holidays/66/ideas/. To discuss press trips contact :

Beth Carroll at beth@ashcommunications.com.
TRIBE - The Village Market Hotel, Nairobi, Kenya

TRIBE – The Village Market Hotel, located in the heart of Nairobi’s Gigiri district, adjacent to The Village Market, the region’s best shopping destination, is Africa’s newest luxurious boutique hotel.

The building faces North, in stark contrast to traditional Colonial architecture – as the British built everything facing South as they would in the Northern Hemisphere. 

Visit: www.africanpridehotels.com/tribe. Contact : Kelley Coughlan at kelley@ballantinespr.com. 

Hotel Georgia, Vancouver
Rosewood Hotels & Resorts is now managing the Hotel Georgia in Vancouver, Canada, and is currently undergoing a full restoration and is scheduled to reopen in early 2011.
  

First opened in 1927, the Rosewood Hotel Georgia came to be known as Vancouver’s most historic and elegant hotel. The Georgian Revival structure welcomed Elvis Presley, Nat “King” Cole, Katherine Hepburn and British Royalty.

 

Rosewood Hotel Georgia complements the Rosewood portfolio of properties, which includes some of North America’s most historic properties. The hotel joins King Pacific Lodge, in British Columbia as Rosewood’s second Canadian property.

 

Visit : www.rosewoodhotels.com. Contact : Emily Wilson at Emily@grifcopr.com.

W London Hotel
The W London, which opens on 1 June 2010, features 194 rooms include nine suites, two WOW Suites and one Extreme WOW Suite, all featuring custom-made furnishings, as well as a spa, fitness facility, restaurant and W's Living Room experience where guests mix, mingle and relax.

Visit : www.wlondon.co.uk. Contact : Michelle Petersen at michelle.petersen@starwoodhotels.com.

Working with the Alliance 

The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

Casa de Campo

Casa de Campo is the Caribbean's most complete resort located on the southeast coast of the Dominican Republic.  It was voted the 2009 World's Leading Golf Resort 

Visit : www.casadecampo.com.doKimberly Hutchinson at  khutchin@pwmonline.com
Harem
Harem in Morocco is an all women's luxury Spa/retreat based on full week packages. 

It is located on a 10 hectare property on the outskirts of Marrakech and include daily yoga, nutrition and meditations sessions, daily scalp and foot massages, hammams, body and facial masks, sumptuous organic food by a Spanish chef, fashion shows, daily movie screenings, a visit to the local souks as well as a guided tour of the extensive contemporary art collection displayed on the premises. 

Visit : www.harem-escape.com. Contact : Sandra Shoemake-Zwollo at harem@darelsadaka.com
The Motorhome Experts 
For three decades, the Motorhome Experts have been the leading specialists in North American motorhome rental for visitors from the United Kingdom, Europe, Scandinavia and beyond. 

The Motorhome Experts are general sales agents for Cruise America and Cruise Canada: the world's largest motorhome rental network.
Visit : www.themotorhomeXperts.com. Contact : Patrick Richardson at patrichardson@aol.com
Bath Tourism Plus

Bath Tourism Plus is the destination marketing organisation for the city of Bath, England.  The company carries out marketing and PR activity, runs a membership scheme for local tourism businesses.

Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Weaver at lucy_weaver@bathtourism.co.uk.

Canadian Tourism Commission
The CTC is a national marketing organization that promotes Canada in nine countries around the world. It provides travel information, media resources, meetings and conference planning details, research and news.

Visit : www.canada.travel. Contact : Nim Singh at singh.nim@ctc-cct.ca.

Central Oregon Visitors Association

Central Oregon Visitors Association markets and promotes Central Oregon as a year-round visitor destination to improve the long-term economic vitality of the region.

Visit : www.visitcentraloregon.com. Contact : Kristi Richter at kristi@visitcentraloregon.com. 

Agencies

Adams Unlimited

Adams Unlimited is a full-service marketing communications and public relations firm founded in 1985 specializing in the domestic and international travel and hospitality industry. Small enough to offer highly customized service, yet large enough to handle a full range of marketing needs. Adams Unlimited is recognized for outstanding client service.

Visit : www.adams-pr.com. Cathy Preece at cathy@adams-pr.com. 

Circle Solution Consultants
A full consultancy service for tour operators, attractions, airports, airlines and destinations. PR services include media relations, events, press trips, press conference organising, clipping services, membership to media portals and evaluation.

Visit : : www.circlesolution.com. Contact : Lyndsey Thomas at Lyndsey.thomas@circlesolution.com. 

Crimson Edge
Crimson Edge PR is a PR Agency in Edinburgh with clients in the hospitality industry including food and drink, hotels and travel.

Visit : www.crimsonedge.co.uk. Contact : Emma Pare at emma@crimsonedge.co.uk.

Doug Goodman PR
Established in 1988, we specialise in travel and leisure PR for hotels, resorts and tour operators. Our team offers a wide range of skills to clients who prefer to work with a small consultancy, providing a personal and professional service with a "hands on" approach, either long term or on specific projects.

Current clients include Reis de Mallorca hotels, Charming Hotels Madeira, specialist Middle East tour operator Peltours, P&O Ferries, Indian specialist Avion Holidays and various clients in India. The consultancy also produces travel and training films, provides media, crisis management and PR skills training and has an extensive photo library (www.travelshots.com).

Contact : Doug Goodman at info@douggoodmanpr.com.

Alerts
Ongoing independent press trip opportunities from the Alliance 
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  
· Swiss-Belhotel International, which manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions, will be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.
· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.
· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.
    

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four departments boasting historic chateaux, walking & cycling routes, a variety of sports and superb natural scenery and of Champagne, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.comContact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com or on 0208 614 1448.

· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· West Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436
· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.saillofts.co.uk. Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: http://www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Louise Woodward at louise@lucre.co.uk or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities, the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains. Bike the Whites will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.bikethewhites.com. Contact: Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Travel products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Magellan's

Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding.

The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful and appreciated products and provides travelers with :

· a single source of state-of-the-art, quality travel products 

· up-to-the-minute and well-researched information to meet the needs of all travelers, and 

· an exceptional customer experience 

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. 

Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk, Contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.

The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Launching with The London Pass, the programme also includes York, New York, Paris and Philadelphia.

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact :Andrew Campbell-edie at Andrew.Campbell-edie@Sirenpr.co.uk. 

Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
Visit : www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at
info@jonglezpublishing.com.

 
Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Heather Carswell at heather.carswell@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Brynony  Cole at bryony.cole@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com


Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
The International Travel Writers Alliance
The Alliance
 
The Alliance provides information and support to over 7,200 professionals who travel to write, broadcast or create images.
 
You can see the caliber of Alliance members by visiting www.itwalliance.com and clicking on Members/member profiles. This section is updated weekly.
Through the Alliance we can reach and influence professional travel writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters through :

· the bi-monthly Alliance bulletin 

· Alliance alerts providing information and images to Alliance members on a specific destination or travel pursuit 

· Destination dossiers, providing detailed media briefings to members 

· organising Destination networking events (linked to the destination dossiers)

· planning and managing individual and group press trips, and

· staging professional development workshops 
AllWays 

 
AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com) is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance.
 
The AllWays package 
AllWays will comprises :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue e-newsletters and updates for AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers, and  
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 
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