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The Alliance

bulletin


	Issue 93 : mid-March 2011:  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Ongoing initiatives

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Quasar Expeditions, Galapagos

Quasar Expeditions is one of the most experienced names in Galapagos travel for over a quarter century gets visitors up close to giant Galapagos tortoises, prehistoric marine iguanas and unique species of penguins, flightless cormorants and pink flamingos. 

Galapagos cruises are led by experienced naturalists.

Quasar would like to offer press trips to journalists and travel editors aboard our 32 passenger expedition yacht, M/V Evolution in the Galapagos Islands this coming year.

Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com. 

Great Hotels of the World

Great Hotels of the World is a collection of some of the world’s best 4 and 5 star luxury hotels and resorts. 

Great Hotels of the World will be happy to offer complimentary accommodation to Alliance members in exchange for editorial coverage. 

Visit : www.ghotw.com.  Contact : Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.
 
Terms & Conditions:
· valid rental & booking period: Jan 1st - Dec 31, 2011 
· discount valid on car rentals in Switzerland, Italy, France & Monaco, Germany 
· discount applies to all Elite Rent-a-Car car categories and rental tariffs (Shopping/Tradition) 
· complimentary car upgrade to next category subject to availability at time of booking 
· blackout period for complimentary car upgrade is 1 July to 15 September 15 to 31 December 2011
Please mention special code ‘Travel Writers Alliance –UK’ when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.
Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Jakub Hanus at jakub@eliterent.com. 
Cook in Israel

Cook in Israel run cooking vacations with a Mediterranean accent in Israel - in the biblical Land of Milk and Honey

It’s the chance taste the real Israel on exciting culinary tours that bring together food, wine, culture in  hands-on cooking classes in Tel Aviv, Galilee and Jerusalem.

Cook in Israel will be delighted to offer places on the courses to Alliance members.

Visit : www.cookinisrael.com. Contact : orly ziv at orlyziv@zahav.net.il. 
Independent Hostels, UK 

Independent Hostels provides accommodation for groups, families and individuals involved in outdoor activities and independent travel. 

Accommodation is in over 330 bunkhouses, bunk barns, hostels, backpackers, camping barns and group accommodation centres in England, Wales and Scotland.

Independent Hostels will be happy to invite Alliance members to stay at its hostels across the UK and write about what they did in and around the hostel, in exchange for a free night. 

The write-up will then be posted on the Independent Hostels blog. 

Visit : www.independenthostelguide.co.uk. Contact : Will Carey at will@backpackerspress.com. 
Madame Tussauds Blackpool, UK

Madame Tussauds Blackpool, which opens on 21 April 2011, will be the 12th Madame Tussauds to open around the world and the first UK attraction outside of London. 
The attraction will feature new, amazingly lifelike wax figures of the quality synonymous ONLY with the iconic Madame Tussauds brand.

Visit : www.madametussauds.com/blackpool For press reviwew tickets contact : Seb Thompson at seb@brazenpr.com

	Working with the Alliance 


Partners
The following travel industry partners have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

VisitPittsburgh

VisitPittsburgh is dedicated to generating convention, tradeshow and leisure travel business for the Pittsburgh region.

Visit : www.visitpittsburgh.com. Contact : Kristin Mitchell at kristin.mitchell@visitpittsburgh.com. 
Australia’s North West

The Kimberley and Pilbara regions of Western Australia cover an area greater in size than Germany and France combined, and is one of the last great wilderness areas on the planet. 
The rugged landscape offers expansive scenery of extraordinary colour and grandeur.

Highlights include world-famous Cable Beach, located on the edge of the historic pearling town of Broome, the World heritage listed Bungle Bungle Range in Purnululu National Park, the spectacular rock art of the Burrup Peninsula and Kimberley Coast,and the Gibb River Road - one of Asutralia's best known and most impressive four wheel drive journeys.

Offering outback expeditions, luxury cruising, four wheel drive safaris and cultural encounters, as well as the chance to just laze on pristine beaches, the North West promises you an extraordinary holiday experience unlike any other.

Visit : www.australiasnorthwest.com. Contact : Glen Chidlow at glen@australiasnorthwest.com
Central Coast, Australia

Beaches, wildlife and wilderness - all the natural elements come together on the Central Coast, one hour's drive north of Sydney.  

Few regional destinations offer the waterfront lifestyle and natural diversity that can be found here.  At the essense of the Central Coast is a world of beautiful coastlines, golden beaches, alluring lakes and pristine national parks.  
These treasured natural assets stretch across the six regions of the Central Coast, each with their own unique qualities, energy and style.

Visit : www.visitcentralcoast.com.au. Contact : Leeanne Dyer at ldyer@centralcoasttourism.com.au
Gold Coast Tourism

Established in 1975, Gold Coast Tourism is a not-for-profit, membership based, destination marketing organisation structured to promote the city as a leisure and business event destination through global consumer, trade, media and travel industry channels.


Visit : www.VisitGoldCoast.com. Contact : John Kaarsberg at john.kaarsberg@gctourism.com.

Leipzig Tourism and Marketing

Leipzig Tourism and Marketing (LTM) promotes Leipzig as a travel destination worldwide. 

In the course of its impressive history, many tags have been attached to Leipzig – the “Mother of Trade Fairs”, the “City of Music” or the “City of Heroes” because of the Peaceful Revolution in 1989. 

LTM offers journalists and editorial offices assistance with their travel reports and can provide information on virtually any topic connected with Leipzig. 
Services include press releases, research texts in various languages, an online photo archive with 2,000 pictures. LTM organizes individual and group press trips, photo and filming permissions or interview partners.


Visit : www.ltm-leipzig.de/press. Contact : Steffi Gretschel at s.gretschel@ltm-leipzig.de.

Lithuanian State Department of Tourism

The official representative of the Lithuanian State Department of Tourism under The Ministry of Economy. 
The main purpose of The Office is to promote tourism potential of Lithuania, to spread the information about the country's distinctive features and to deal with tourism trade, travel writers and media.


Visit : www.lithuaniatourism.co.uk. Contact : Augusta Jaudegyte at info@lithuaniatourism.co.uk
Visit Central PA

The Susquehanna River Valley is a scenic collection of authentic destinations, where the Susquehanna River connects you to classic Pennsylvania heritage and outdoor discovery. Every turn a treasure.

Visit : www.VisitCentralPA.org. Contact : Lisa Leighton at lisa@visitcentralpa.org.

Minnesota

Explore Minnesota is the State government destination marketing organization ready to assist media covering Minnesota.


Visit : www.exploreminnesota.com. Contact : Chuck Lennon at chuck.lennon@state.mn.us.

VisitErie, Pennsylvania

VisitErie is the leader of marketing and economic development for tourism in Erie PA and Erie County PA.


Come discover Erie, Pennsylvania’s only Great Lakes City, featuring endless adventures at Presque Isle State Park, U.S. Flagship Niagara, museums, breathtaking fall foliage, wineries, tax free shopping, performing arts, professional sports, outdoor recreation. 
Visit : www.VisitErie.com. Contact : Christine Pennsy at cvb1@visiterie.com.

Classic Alaska Charters

Classic Alaska Charters provides outstanding overnight Alaska wilderness cruising and fishing adventures privately for groups of 4-6 persons. 

Saltwater fishing for king, coho, pink salmon, etc AND freshwater spin and fly fishing for salmon and trout. Crabbing and shrimping, along with kayaking, hiking, and wildlife viewing and photography opportunities available all in a single trip. 

Best value for the price! Whale watching, and bear viewing included too. Must book a year or more in advance!


Visit : www.classicalaskacharters.com. Contact : Robert Scherer at captainrob2u@gmail.com.

Go to Bhutan

Go to Bhutan is a Bhutan based tours agency and travel and tour operator. 

Visit : www.go2bhutan.com. Contact : Karma Gyeltshen at karma@go2bhutan.com. 



Latin Trails

Latin Trails is a destination management company for Ecuador and Peru, which specialises in inbound travel services for tour operators and travel agents from around the globe. The main office is located in Quito - Ecuador. 

Latin Trails organises custom trips and fixed departures in both countries and offers a great variety of ground handling services. 
It also operates Galapagos Journey fleet (premium class catamarans), Galapagos Odyssey (luxury yacht), Inca Trail Treks (glamping, glamorous camping journeys)

Visit : www.latintrails.com. Contact : Daniel Ángel at marketing@latintrails.com


Go Events Travel

Egypt based Go Events Travel provides private and custom tours from its Cairo base.

Visit : www.goeventstravel.com. Contact : Hesham Abou Seada at hesham@goeventstravel.com. 



MTG Tours (Georgia)

If you wish to find Asia in Europe and Europe in Asia visit Georgia, which is right at the junction of world’s cultures and religions. 

It is a country of rich culture with the Christian monuments going back to the 6th century, ancient archaeological findings of old civilizations.

Enjoy the diversity of nature, fabulous polyphony of folk music and breathtaking folk dances, great variety of wines and food flavors.  

MG Tours offer cultural, jeep, trekking, horseback riding, eco, winter, hunting, fishing, mounting climbing, wine and cheese and joint tours with Armenia and Azerbaijan. 

Visit : www.mtg.ge. Contact : Manana Purtseladze at mananapurteladze@mtg.ge. 



Enchoro Wildlife Camp

Enchoro Wildlife Camp, Kenya, is a standard for quality and renowned for excellent service, accommodation and Safari tours

Visit : www.enchorowildlifecamp.com. Contact : James Gichohi at info@enchorowildlifecamp.com. 



Brogibro Tours and Travel (Kenya)

Brogibro Tours and Travel offer travel writers to enjoy safaris in Kenya, while researching on the diverse interesting cultures in the country, including the amazing culture of the Masai community.

They will also write about the wildlife, which is abundance, the beautiful scenery and the magnificent white sand beaches.

Visit : www.brogibrotours.co.ke. Contact : Dorcas Metoyu at information@brogibrotours.co.ke.

Marketing Villas (Philippines)

Marketing Villas Ltd is a joint venture between the Elite Havens Group – Bali’s leading villa real estate, rental and management company, and Singapore-based Private Homes & Villas Pte Ltd the leading regional independent villa consumer advocate.

Launched in 2010, Marketing Villas have developed distinctive and professional brand identities for over 50 villas, grown a network of travel agents that specialise in this unique niche of the travel industry, launched an array of villa and villa portal websites, and earned an extensive loyal guest following. 

Visit : www.phvillas.com. Contact : Diane Wuthrich at diane.wuthrich@phvillas.com. 


Sun Ocean (Maldives)

Sun Ocean is a local travel and tour operator, we do bookings for Maldives hotel/resorts/guest handling service and transport service.

Contact : www.sunoceanmaldives.com. Contact Saeed Mohamed at m.saeed@sunoceanmaldives.com




Moneta Travel (Turkey)

Moneta Travel offers land and sea vacations in Turkey and provides custom made leisure,cultural and themed tours as well as group tours and private and cabin yacht charters.

Visit : www.monetatravel.com. Sevin Kuzik at sevin@monetatravel.com.

Peckforton Castle

Peckforton Castle is an enchanting Hotel in the heart of Cheshire located in an unspoilt and naturally beautiful surroundings.

Contact : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Amy Grant at agrant@peckfortoncastle.co.uk. 


Cheshire East 

The organisation responsible for the promotion of Cheshire East as a vibrant visitor destination to those from outside the region, as well as encouraging residents to spend their free time exploring the area. 

It works closely with Visit Chester and Cheshire to promote to region of Cheshire and have organised a number of fam trips for travel writers to the region.

Visit : www.cheshireeast.gov.uk. Contact : Nancy Hopkins at nancy.hopkins@cheshireeast.gov.uk. 
Getaway Adventures (USA)

Getaway Adventures provide bike, kayak, hiking and other adventures tours year round in Napa and Sonoma counties in northern California's Wine Country

Visit : www.getawayadventures.com. Randy Johnson at randy@getawayadventures.com.

City Running Tours (USA)

Marlin "The Reluctant Runner" has discovered the ideal combination of keeping fit and being a tourist.  

Inspired by his experiences from travelling to all 50 US states, and running a marathon in each, Marlin created the ideal tour/running experience for Chicago visitors. 

He is the architect behind the popular 4 route 26.2 package that participants can complete in 4 days or 4 visits and still receive a marathon finisher certificate. 

Marlin is the author of "Our Life on the Run" and he speaks on the issue of raising children with Asperger's syndrome.

Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com. 



Turkey Custom Travel

Turkey Custom Travel specializes in personalized itineraries for individuals and groups in Turkey.  

The convenience of a USA office and a partner office in Istanbul, ready to customize vacation and business meetings, make TCT and expert resource.

Turkey is unrivaled in the ways in which it has impacted civilization. Two of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient world, the Temple of Artemis (Ephesus) and the Mausoleum of Halicarnassus (Bodrum), are in Turkey.  

The Seven Churches in the Book of Revelation, the famous Whirling Dervishes, the house of the Virgin Mary, and the turquoise Mediterranean Coast await you in Turkey.

Contact : www.turkeycustomstravel.com. Contact : Janet Nelson at janet@turkeycustomtravel.com.

Elite Rent

www.eliterent.com
Elite Rent has been the European market leader in prestige car rental and chauffeur hire since 1987.

Elite offers the finest vehicles and outstanding service around the clock.  Elite's fleet features almost 400 exclusive car models, from prestigious car manufacturers such as Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche, Land Rover, Mini and more.  

Its Limousine division provides discreet and reliable chauffeured transportation for individuals and groups, and flawless coordination of airport transfers, day charters, road shows, special events, and private excursions.  

Elite also organizes bespoke driving experiences for leisure travellers or as incentives/rewards for corporate executives, sales teams and top clients.  

Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com
Courchevel, (France)
Courchevel is one of the most well known ski resorts in France


Visit : www.courchevel.com. Contact : Nathalie Faure at nathalie@courchevel.com.

The Arbutus Hotel, Ireland

The Arbutus Hotel was founded in 1926 by my grandfather, who commissioned special furnishings - Celtic Deco. It's still a family run hotel and offers luxury in the heart of beautiful Killarney.


Visit : www.arbutuskillarney.comContact : Sean Buckley
at stay@arbutuskillarney.com.

Best Beijing Tours

Best Beijing Tours is a trustworthy, local, and full-service travel agency and China tour operator offering many options and  Beijing tours around the city.

Best Beijing Tours provides options, like an elaborate Great Wall Tour, tour package of Beijing sites, or other tailored trips. Carefully designed Beijing tour Itineraries ensure a perfect combination of historic culture and modern civilization.

Visit : www.bestbeijingtours.com. Contact : Xin Ping at bestbeijingtours@yahoo.cn.

Jade Travel

Jade Travel is a full-service travel agency specializing in vacation travel, business travel, honeymoons and destination weddings and group travel.


Visit : www.jadetravel.com. Contact : Kimbra Henry
at Kimbrah@jadetravel.com.

Visit Penn State!

State College is home to Penn State University and the Nittany Lions, Bellefonte boasts stately Victorian mansions, Boalsburg is the birthplace of Memorial Day and home to the Pennsylvania Military Museum. 

Central PA 4th Fest is ranked one of the top three fireworks displays in the world and the Central PA Festival of the Arts is nationally recognized for visual and performing arts.  

Explore some of the best mountain biking, Penn’s Cave is the only all water commercial cavern in the United States and fly fishing is an international sport on Central PA streams. 

Challenge yourself on one of the largest vertical adventure courses on the East Coast, then join some of the biggest names in action sports at Camp Woodward.

Visit : www.visitpennstate.org. Contact : Christie Black at Christieb@visitpennstate.org.

ESJA Travel

ESJA Travel is a licensed tour operator and travel agency in Iceland which offers tours for groups and individuals. 

ESJA Travel specializes in unique quality tours which fulfill the travellers desires whether that desire is sightseeing, adventure, photography, sea angling, wildlife watching or slow tourism to name a few.

Visit : www.esjatravel.is. Contact : Hermann Gunnarsson at hermann@esjatravel.is. 

Agencies
Prominent PR (India)

Prominent PR is an Indian PR agency which uses media to make any product, company or person visible in world market.

Visit : www.prominentpr.com. Contact : Vivek Kumar at prominentpr2010@gmail.com. 

	News


The London Greeters

Since the first Greeters programme started in a suburb of New York City nearly 20 years ago, this unusual welcome visitor programme has been available in most major cities around the globe.

It is now also available in London with 22 local residents from across six boroughs chosen as the first London Greeters 
Visit : www.VisitEastLondon.com. Contact Neil McCollum at neil.mccollum@greenwich.gov.uk. 

The Global Hotel Alliance

The Global Hotel Alliance (GHA), the world's largest alliance of independent hotel brands has launched a new loyalty programme called GHA Discovery.

See also A place to stay.

Visit www.ghadiscovery.com. Contact : Lucinda Bird at LBird@webershandwick.com.

The UK Passport

The millionth new ‘Scenic Britain’ UK passport has been issued free to World War Two veteran Janet Varrall as a part of the free passports scheme for the wartime generation.

She is also one of more than 700,000 World War Two generation veterans to have been given a free passport since the scheme began in 2004.

The UK’s new ‘Scenic Britain’ passport was launched in October 2010 and features strengthened security features and iconic images from across the nation.

Visit: www.ips.gov.uk. Contact : Dean Fell at  Dean.Fell2@ips.gsi.gov.uk
MSC Cruises

MSC Cruises has experienced growth for the month of February, with bookings more than 80% up year-on-year.

The MSC Cruises fleet comprises eleven ships: MSC Magnifica, launched in March 2010, MSC Splendida, MSC Fantasia, MSC Poesia, MSC Orchestra, MSC Musica, MSC Sinfonia, MSC Armonia, MSC Opera, MSC Lirica and MSC Melody. The fleet will further increase in size with the addition of the MSC Divina in June 2012. 

Visit www.msccruises.co.uk. Contact  Anita  at anita@joriwhitepr.co.uk.     

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

easyJet Holidays 

easyJet, the UK’s largest airline has launched easyJet Holidays following a collaboration between easyJet and the Lowcosttravelgroup.

easyJet Holidays will offer consumers competitively priced, flexible and convenient holidays across the airline’s network. 
easyJet flies from 18 UK airports to destinations across Europe, operating on over 540 routes with over 196 aircraft across 30 countries. 

Lowcosttravelgroup will provide over 10,000 hotels ranging from luxury 5 star all inclusive deals to three star options with private and shuttle transfer options across all of easyJet’s European, North African and Middle Eastern destinations. 

Visit : www.holidays.easyjet.com and www.easyJet.com. Contact : Greg Cartwright at Greg.Cartwright@holidays.easyjet.com.

DayDreams Travel, Turkey 

DayDreams Travel now in its 24th year is a leading Turkish boat specialist with a fleet of 32 gulets and schooners.

The 2011 season includes ten, eleven and fourteen night itineraries along the Turkish coastline and the southern and northern Dodecanese islands from May to October.

In addition, an eight night north Aegean land tour includes the Dardanelles, Gallipoli, Troy, Pergamon and the Kaz mountains.

Visit : www.daydreams-travel.com. Contact : Jenny Day at JennyDay@DayDreams-Travel.com.

WildChina

WildChina, a sustainable travel company specializing in off-the-beaten-path China, has unveiled The WildChina Collection, an alliance of the best boutique hotels in the most remote and beautiful corners of China. 

Visit www.wildchinacollection.com.. Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com.

Virgin Galactic, New Mexico

New Mexico has been chosen as the launch pad destination for Sir Richard Branson’s Virgin Galactic venture.

From May 2011, new tours will be available for visitors to take a look around the world’s first commercial spaceport. 
Visit www.ftstours.com and www.spaceportamerica.com
For more information on New Mexico visit www.newmexico.org. Contact : Jasmine Rushton at jasminer@hillsbalfoursynergy.com.

Shakespeare’s Globe

Anne Boleyn by Howard Brenton, which premiered at Shakespeare’s Globe in 2010, has won the Best New Play at the 2011 Whatsonstage.com Awards and the play will return to the Globe (8 July to 21 August) as part of its 2011 theatre season.

Anne Boleyn tells the story of the controversial legacy of Henry VIII’s notorious second wife. 

Visit : www.shakespearesglobe.com. Contact : James Lever  at james.L@shakespearesglobe.com. 
	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Backroads Africa

Ingrid Geertsema and Maggie Messitt, owners of Backroads Africa and emigrants to southern Africa, are committed to helping tourists become travellers by creating custom itineraries for clients looking for exploration, discovery and bumbling along the backroads of Africa.

Starting with Southern Africa including South Africa, Mozambique, Namibia, Botswana, Lesotho, and Swaziland Backroads Africa is now working its way further into the continent where David Livingstone, Henry Morton Stanley, Mary Kingsley and other 18th-century African Association explorers once travelled.

Visit : www.backroadsafrica.com. Contact : Ingrid Geertsema at ingrid@backroadsafrica.com. 
Harem, Marrakech

Harem, Marrakech, is a luxurious getaway for women looking to reinvigorate the body, mind and soul. 

Harem, in Arabic, means forbidden or kept safe and facilities at Harem include an abundance of fireplaces, terraces and private patios – as well as many different nooks and crannies for sunbathing, reading, lounging, and exploring – cater to every kind of woman.

Eighty percent of profits go to a local charity that helps young girls with their education and careers.

Visit : www.harem-escape.com. Contact : Sandra Zwollo at haremescape@gmail.com

Shebby Lee Tours

Shebby Lee Tours' Vanishing Trails Expeditions allow participants to experience first-hand the sites where the pivotal events in the history of the American West took place. 
In addition to spectacular western scenery and many national parks, the programs feature living history, special speakers and events, authentic meals, interpretive centres, historic sites and other activities specifically related to the theme of the tour. 

Visit : www.shebbyleetours.com Contact : Lorna at lorna@shebbyleetours.com.

The Old Vine in Maribor
The Old Vine in Maribor, which is more than 400 years old, is listed in the Guinness Book of Records as the oldest vine in the world. 
The Old Vine House, on whose façade grows the Old Vine, is a shrine to the wine tradition and culture of Maribor, the Štajerska region and Slovenia.

Maribor will be the European Capital of Culture in 2012.

Visit : www.slovenia.info. Contact : Lucija Jager at lucija.jager@slovenia.info. 
Adventures in Nevada

Cottonwood Ranch

Cottonwood is a working horse and cattle ranch located at an elevation of 6,200 ft. in the remote north-eastern corner of Nevada. The Smith family own and live on the ranch, carrying on their daily and seasonal duties as they have for five generations.

In June, July and August guests can join the team on a cattle drive where two full days are spent working cattle and enjoying life at the ranch and on the range. 

Guests then head out on the horse drive for three days and two nights camping under before riding into ranch headquarters for a final, celebratory night.  

Royal Peacock Mine

Opal season begins in May when the Royal Peacock Mine, located in the Virgin Valley in north-western Nevada.

Visitors can hire shovel, ice pick, bucket, squirty water bottle and go digging for this precious gem. 

Millions of dollars in opals have been taken from the Virgin Valley since 1905. The most famous of these, the Robeling Opal, and 14 other spectacular examples are on display in the Smithsonian in Washington, D.C. 

Highway 50

One of the best ways to experience Nevada is to travel Highway 50 -- the so-called Loneliest Road in America. 

Stretching for 287.0 miles from east to west across the state, Highway 50 is a scenic and historic corridor through historic mining towns and cemeteries, state parks and remnants.

The Pony Express route is visible for much of the way. 

The Extraterrestrial Highway

The Extraterrestrial Highway (Highway 375) in Sand Spring Valley stretches for 98 miles and the tiny town of Rachel is a popular stopping point for UFO fans hoping to learn more about the highway and the mysterious former nuclear testing facility, Area 51. 

The Little A’Le’Inn, Rachel’s local restaurant, bar and inn, is the ideal place to chat with residents about recent “sightings.” 

The Truckee River

The half mile course Truckee River Whitewater Park in downtown Reno  includes 11 drop pools, rodeo holes and Nevada’s first permanent kayak slalom racing course. 

Visit www.travelnevada.co.uk. Contact : Daisy Sells at daisys@hillsbalfour.com.

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Global Hotel Alliance

Based on the airline alliance model, the Global Hotel Alliance is the world largest alliance of independent hotel brands. 

GHA members currently includes Anantara, Doyle Collection, First, Kempinski, Leela, Marco Polo, Mirvac, Omni, Pan Pacific, PARKROYAL, Shaza and Tivoli Hotels & Resorts.

These encompass almost 300 upscale and luxury hotels with 60,000 rooms across 48 different countries.  

Visit : www.gha.com. Contact : Lucinda Bird at LBird@webershandwick.com.

Hotels in Rhodes, Greece

The Greek island of Rhodes has more than 100 luxury hotels to which can now be added :

The Sheraton 

Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide is debuting its Sheraton brand in Greece this year, with the launch of the Sheraton Rhodes Resort in April.  Set in landscaped gardens, overlooking Ixia Bay, the five-star Sheraton Rhodes Resort is a short drive from the island’s International Airport and Rhodes Town.


Visit : www.starwoodhotels.com. 

Atrium Platinum 

Located in the cove below the Acropolis of Rhodes and overlooking the Aegean Sea, the new five-star Atrium Platinum, which opens in June, will have 300 rooms, ranging from luxury doubles to family suites and villas with private pools. 

Its Aphrodite & Hermes Thalasso Spa Centre will be the largest on the island

Visit : www.atriumplatinum.gr. 

Kresten Royal Villas & Spa opens 


The new Kresten Royal Villas & Spa is located on the northeastern side of Rhodes Island, on a hillside in Kallithea, will open in June. 

www.thekrestenroyal.gr

Visit www.rodosisland.gr. Contact : Tom Panagos at tom@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 
Sheriton Milan Malpensa Airport Hotel

Sheraton Hotels & Resorts has opened the Sheriton Milan Malpensa Airport Hotel with views of the Italian Alps, convenient access to the T1 terminal at Malpensa Airport and 30 minutes from Milan’s city center.

The opening of Sheraton Milan Malpensa is part of the brand’s strategic expansion plan that includes adding more than 50 new hotels and over 20,000 rooms to the Sheraton portfolio over the next three years. 

The group currently has 400 hotels in 70 countries around the world

Visit www.starwoodhotels.com  Contact : Sarah Highfield at Sarah.Highfield@fleishmaneurope.com.

Grand Hotel Toplice, Bled, Slovenia

Bled’s 5 star Grand Hotel Toplice is celebrating its 80th anniversary with a year-long programme of events. 

The hotel, which first opened in 1931, is one of the most modern hotels in the entire region and was built on the site of the former Luisenbad Hotel on the shores of Lake Bled.

Visit : www.hotel-toplice.com. Contact : Lucija Jager at lucija.jager@slovenia.info. 
	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com.  Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@visitorlando.com.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 
· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 
· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 
· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 
· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

	Travel products 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.
 
Terms & Conditions:
· valid rental & booking period: Jan 1st - Dec 31, 2011 
· discount valid on car rentals in Switzerland, Italy, France & Monaco, Germany 
· discount applies to all Elite Rent-a-Car car categories and rental tariffs (Shopping/Tradition) 
· complimentary car upgrade to next category subject to availability at time of booking 
· blackout period for comp car upgrade is 1 July to 15 September 15 to 31 December 2011
Please mention special code ‘Travel Writers Alliance –UK’ when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.
 
Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Jakub Hanus at jakub@eliterent.com. 
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups. The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.
Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

Interface Images

World travel photographer David Smith of Interface Images is offering ITWA members a 50% discount on all image licenses and fine art prints ordered online from 8,000 + new images of world location, ethnic life, culture, smiling faces, lifestyle and cruise ship life images across 6 continents. 
For Alliance members this discount means a large travel image source for your stories, web sites and Blogs with prices starting at less than $US10 per image. 

Visit www.interfaceimages.com for easy search, amazing photo story galleries, instant image downloads and social networking links. 

Alliance members must enter the coupon code ITWA at checkout to get the discount. 

David has also produced a Travel Photography Today DVD ideal for Alliance members with two hours of live photo tips and hints for all travellers and photographers playable on all computers and NTSC TV systems and can be ordered online at http://www.imagebyinterface.com/products.htm

Contact David Smith at dave@interfaceimages.com
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.
AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.
Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

	The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


______________________________________________________________________________

Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
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