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Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
www.itwalliance.com 

	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· The year ahead : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
Ongoing initiatives

· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.  
	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

The Pestana Chelsea Bridge Hotel and Spa
The new Pestana Chelsea Bridge Hotel and Spa opened on 1 March 2010.  

The 216-room is located near to Battersea Park and within close proximity to the designer shops and restaurants on the Kings Road and Sloane Square

It is owned by global leisure chain Pestana Hotels and Resorts, Portugal’s largest international tourism and leisure group, which has a portfolio of 82 luxury four and five star hotels worldwide

Visit www.pestana.com. For more information and to review the hotel contact

Kristel Valaydon at kristel@clearcutpr.co.uk. 

Group and independent press trips to France

ATOUT FRANCE, the France Tourism Development Agency has published its group and independent press trip programme for 2010. 

Visit : www.francemeetsthemedia.co.uk. Contact : Anne-Lise Rousé Anne-Lise Rousé – anne-lise.rouse@franceguide.com
Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland
The Knockomie Hotel is a 4-star arts and crafts hotel set in 4 acres of gardens and just 5 minutes from the diverse wildlife and stunning scenery of the Moray Coast and the village of Findhorn. Well placed at the Western gateway to the Speyside Malt Whisky Trail.  

Knockomie will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. 

Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

The Borgo Egnazia Hotel Villas Spa & Golf Resort, Southern Italy

The new Borgo Egnazia Hotel Villas Spa & Golf Resort, is striving to become one of the leading luxury family resorts in the Mediterranean, with the opening of its OurSpace Children’s Club.

Opening in June, the club offers a full range of childcare for children aged 8 months to 13 years.  The Hotel and Villas at Borgo Egnazia open on 15 April 2010; whilst the remaining Resort including the Village, Children’s Club, cooking school, Spa and beach club open on 20 June 2010.

Visit www.borgoegnazia.com. For information and press trip requests contact : Bronwen Batey at bronwen@lemongrassmarketing.com.

Las Vegas weddings press trip
The Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority will host a weddings focused press trip from 22 to 26 April 2010. Deemed the "Wedding Capital of the World," Las Vegas was once known for its quick chapel weddings but today the city rivals other wedding destinations with lavishly planned affairs held at world-class resorts. 

The trip will allow journalists the opportunity to experience Vegas weddings and highlight the amenities available to couples planning a destination wedding or honeymoon. 

The tour will include complimentary airfare, hotel accommodations, dining, show tickets, spa, nightlife and chapel tours. 

Contact Emily Wofford at Emily.wofford@rrpartners.com. 

Naïade’s Diva resort, the Maldives

TripAdvisor reviewers have voted Diva - Naïade’s luxury resort in the Maldives - third in the ‘Romantic Hotels in Asia’ category of the 2010 TripAdvisor® Travellers' Choice® Awards. 

With Indonesian and Thai resorts occupying first and second place, Diva is rated the best resort for romance in the Maldives.

 
Diva Maldives offers seven restaurants and bars, five exclusive room categories and the Infinity Spa.
 
Founded in 1990 and based in Mauritius, Naïade is a hotel group with nine hotels and one private island.

In Mauritius :

· Beau Rivage (five star deluxe)

· Legends (five star)

· Les Pavillons (five star)

· Tamassa (four star)

· Merville Beach (three star plus)

· Le Tropical (three star), and the private island of Ile des Deux Cocos.

In the Maldives : 

Hotel du Recif (three star)

Grand Hotel du Lagon (four star) in Reunion Island, and 

Diva (five star deluxe).

Vist : www.naiade.com. Contact and to discuss press trips : Flora Gandolfo at flora@bacall.net. 
 

Volcanic adventure treks

Adventure travel operator Exodus has twelve volcanic trips in 2010 that include Ecuador’s volcanic backbone, the peaks amidst the rainforest of New Zealand and the mountains of Uganda.

 

The Avenue of the Volcanoes trip in Ecuador is one of the most challenging trips in Exodus’ volcanic portfolio, the Avenue of the Volcanoes trip takes travellers through Ecuador's volcanic backbone and involves climbing Cotopaxi, the world's second highest active volcano.

Explore the Sicilian Volcanoes 

This begins with a tour around the seven Aeolian islands of the UNESCO World heritage site and ends with a hike up to Mt. Etna, which at 3350m remains the highest active volcano in Europe. 

 
Follow in Darwin’s footsteps 

This is a Galapagos trek for those who like the idea of trekking through the volcanic regions of the world but prefer to do it at a more leisurely pace. Isabela is the only place in the archipelago where extended trekking is possible. It also has five major volcanoes. 

Discover New Zealand 
This trip takes in the volcanic peaks of New Zealand and includes kayaking with fur seals, hiking along glaciers, trekking through dense rainforest and scaling the best volcanic peaks in the region

 

Exodus

Operating in 90 countries with over 400 tours, Exodus insists on low impact tourism with activities on offer including walking, trekking, cycling, mountain biking, rafting, kayaking, caving, cross country skiing, snowshoeing and dogsledding.

Visit www.exodus.co.uk. Contact including press trip press trip requests : Lois Kettlewell at Lois.Kettlewell@fourcommunications.com.

Sporting Packages from Qantas Holidays 

Taking in motor racing, cricket, rugby and football Qantas Holidays (has announced a new series of packages featuring major international sporting events taking place 2010-2011. These include :

The Ashes, cricket, Australia 

December 2010 and January 2011 

The chance to catch the final three tests of the five-match series in Perth (16-20 December), Melbourne (26-30 December) and Sydney (3-7 January 2011). 

There’s also the chance to see the best that Australia has to offer including :

· celebrating New Year in Sydney

· exploring the Margaret River wine region in Western Australia

· the cosmopolitan atmosphere of Victoria’s capital, Melbourne, and 

· the Hunter Valley just a couple of hours’ drive from 

The Rugby World Cup, New Zealand
September and October 2011 

2011 will see the All Blacks play host to rugby’s greatest tournament giving fans the opportunity to see if the Webb Ellis Trophy stays in the Southern hemisphere or returns to the North. 

With Qantas Holidays’ motorhome packages fans can travel freely between the various venues and enjoy New Zealand’s spectacular scenery along the way. 

Visit : www.qantasholidays.co.uk. Contact, including to discuss media visits :  Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independentpr.co.uk.

	News


Jacki’s Lodges, Madikwe, South Africa
 

Soccer World Cup News - Jaci’s Lodges in Madikwe, South Africa, are offering return road transfers (fees apply) to the soccer matches in Soccer City Johannesburg, Loftus Versfeld Pretoria and Royal Bafokeng near Rustenburg!  Combine a wildlife safari experience with the Soccer World Cup.


Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
High speed rail between Helsinki, Finland and St Petersburg, Russia
The high-speed Allegro trains service between Helsinki, Finland and St Petersburg, Russia will operate from the end of 2010. 
Visit www.visitfinland.com. Contact Kate McWilliams at kate@lotus-uk.co.uk.

Sri Lanka
The Sunday Times recently voted Sri Lanka as best 'long haul bargain' hotspot for summer 2010. The war is over, boutique hotels are springing up and new flights are starting.

Visit : www.srilanka.travel. The GB Foreign and Commonwealth Office provideds  information for visitors at www.fco.gov.uk. Contact June Field at june@representationplus.co.uk.

The Westin Wall Centre, Vancouver Airport

Starwood Hotels & Resorts has opened The Westin Wall Centre, Vancouver Airport, a new-build hotel in Richmond, British Columbia, situated four km from Vancouver International Airport, within a five minute walk to Yaohan Centre and a 20 minute Skytrain ride to downtown Vancouver. 

Visit : www.westin.com. Contact : Sarah-Jane Johnson at sarah-jane.johnson@starwoodhotels.com
Kaya Mawa, Likoma Island, Malawi

Kaya Mawa, set in the Lake Malawi re-opens on 1 April 2010 after extensive renovations. 

Visit : www.kayamawa.com and www.honourway.com. Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
The LEGOLAND Discovery Centre

The LEGOLAND Discovery Centre opens on the 22 March 2010 in Manchester, UK. Other centres are located at Duisburg and Berlin,Germany and Chicago, USA.

Visit : www.legolanddiscoverycenter.com. Contact : Emma at emmat@brazenpr.com.

The Sani Resort
The Sani Resort, a three-generation family-owned resort in Halkidiki, on the shores of the Kassandra peninsula, Greece has planted 3,000 trees as part of its ongoing Plant A Tree scheme. This is the resort’s contribution towards reforesting areas of Halkidiki most damaged by forest fires. 

The Sani Resort, which is located within a 1,000 acre ecological reserve, comprises four hotels: Sani Asterias Suites; Porto Sani Village & Spa; Sani Beach Club and Sani Beach Hotel & Spa. 

There are three exclusive Sani spa venues, with a marina at the heart; alive with restaurants, cool bars, designer boutiques and art galleries.

Visit : www.saniresort.com Contact:  Emily Wilson at Emily@grifcopr.com. 
Hyatt Regency Clearwater Beach Resort, Florida
The four-star Hyatt Regency Clearwater Beach Resort and Spa has opened on Clearwater Beach as the centrepiece of Beach Walk, a new $30 million revitalization project featuring a half-mile active pathway for shopping, dining and entertainment. 

Visit : www.clearwaterbeach.hyatt.com. Contact : Mary Kalemkaryan at  mary.kalemkaryan@fleishmaneurope.com. 

	Leads


Orion Expedition Cruises

In March, April and October 2010, Orion Expedition Cruises are running itineraries to Papua New Guinea with five voyages to rarely visited points-of-call including Lambom and Lamassa.

Travel is on Orion’s only five star specialist expedition cruise ship, based year round in Australian and nearby waters with expeditions along the remote Kimberley coast (Australia), Arnhem Land (Australia), Papua New Guinea, Melanesia, New Zealand and Antarctica. 

Visit : www.orionexpeditions.com. Contact : Lois Kettlewell at Lois.Kettlewell@fourcommunications.com.

South Australia
Wilderness Wanders’

Wilderness Wanders’ tuna swim & dune combo offers the chance to swim with giant tuna, one of the ocean’s fastest fish and sand duning at Wreck Beach in an extreme 4WD tour through Lincoln National Park’s massive shifting sand dunes.

Visit : www.wildernesswanders.com.au. 
Calypso Star Charters’

Calypso Star Charters’ offer the chance to spot great white shark without getting in the water while also seeing passing pods of dolphins and islands teeming with bird life. 

The company is also known for offering cage diving out of Port Lincoln, one of only three locations in the world that offers cage diving with great white sharks in their natural environment. 

Visit : www.sharkcagediving.com.au. 
Visit : www.southaustralia.com. Contact : Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independentpr.co.uk.

Art in Havana 
Swiss art collector Gilbert Brownstone has donated nine works by artists including Picasso, Miro and Warhol, to Havana’s National Museum of Fine Arts and plans to donate a total of 120 works over time. Captivating Cuba has six-night stay in Havana 

Visit : www.captivatingcuba.com. Contact : Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk. 

Greenland

With much of Greenland is only accessible by ship, cruise company Hurtigruten, offers the chance to explore the world’s largest island complimented by informative lectures and landings ashore on polar cirkle boats. 

These landings get passengers to otherwise inaccessible areas with the chance to meet the people and discover genuine cultures. 

Visit : www.hurtigruten.co.uk. Contact : Lois Kettlewell at Lois.Kettlewell@fourcommunications.com.

Faroe Islands
The first direct flights to the Faroe Islands, located within the Gulf Stream in the North Atlantic, will be available this Easter. The islands offer activities including boat trips to see the highest sea cliffs in Europe, hikes in a virgin landscape and bird-watching that includes a thriving puffin colony. 

Sunvil Discovery offers a five-night stay including flights from Stansted and private transfers and B&B at Hotel Torshavn. 

Visit : www.sunvil.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk.

The Red Earth Museum, Oklahoma

The Red Earth Museum has relocated to downtown Oklahoma City.  The new location is immediately south of the Skirvin Hilton Hotel and is within walking distance of the Cox Convention Center where the non-profit organization will conduct the 24th annual Red Earth Festival June 18-20, 2010.

Visit: www.redearth.org and www.travelok.com. Contact: Derek Mackenzie-Hook at DerekMackenzieHook@supanet.com. 

The Great Swedish Cruise – Gothenburg to Stockholm, Sweeden 

The Great Swedish Cruise is a six-day voyage linking Sweden’s two picturesque coasts via the Gota Canal aboard a historical steamship.

The canal is one of the world’s great waterways passing through no less than 66 locks. 

Visit : www.gotacanal.se. Contact : Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk. 

	The year ahead


Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on events and celebrations worldwide. 

The Madeira Flower Festival

15 and 18 April 2010

The Madeira Flower Festival takes place in the capital city of Funchal between 15 and 18 April 2010.

The Island is determined to move on from the storm of 20 February.

The festivities begin on Thursday 15 April with the opening of the Flower Market in the Central Square and the construction of floral carpets along the main streets of Funchal. On Saturday morning, thousands of youngsters take part in the Children's Parade, each carrying a flower to place in a mural known as the "Wall of Hope", located in Praça do Município. 
The Grand Flower Parade, on Sunday, sees hundreds of flower-themed floats and characters making their way through the city. The Flower Festival, is one of the Islands' most colourful celebrations.

Visit : www.madeiraislands.travel. Contact : Joana Dias at joanadias@ap-madeira.pt. 

Spring events in London 

Fit for a King
Tower of London

Opens April 2010


Held within the White Tower of the Tower of London this exhibition brings together a range of customised armour worn by royalty throughout the centuries. Includes a variety of objects collected by the Royal Armouries over the last 500 years.

Visit : www.hrp.org.uk. Contact Cat Steventon at catherine.steventon@hrp.org.uk. 

Grace Kelly: Style Icon
The Victoria & Albert Museum

17 April - 26 September 2010


The wardrobe of Grace Kelly will be on display at the V&A. Tracing the evolution of her style from her days as one of Hollywood's most popular actresses in the 1950s and as Princess Grace of Monaco, the display will present over 50 of Grace Kelly's outfits together with hats, jewellery and the original Hermes Kelly bag. 

Visit : www.vam.ac.uk. Contact Alex Bratt on 020 7942 2503 / a.bratt@vam.ac.uk
Fra Angelico to Leonardo: Italian Renaissance drawings

British Museum

22 April - 25 July 2010


A collaboration between the Uffizi and the British Museum, this major exhibition features 100 drawings by Italian artists during the critical period of the Renaissance, from 1400 to 1510. Drawn from the two foremost collections in the field, the display will feature works by Leonardo da Vinci, Fra Angelico, Botticelli, Carpaccio, Michelangelo, Verrocchio and Titian.

Visit : www.thebritishmuseum.ca.uk. Contact Hannah Boulton at hboulton@thebritishmuseum.ac.uk
London Burlesque Week 2010


Various London Locations

20 - 25 April 2010


Following the success of the 2009 event, veteran producer Chaz Royal has lined up international burlesque talent for London Burlesque Week 2010!  It is billed as the world's most extravagant celebration of Burlesque in each of its exotic forms! 

Contact Holly Loader at holly@halo-pr.com
Shakespeare's Globe 2010 theatre season

23 April - 3 October 2010


Building on the success of its 2009 theatre season, which saw record attendance, Shakespeare's Globe 2010 theatre season is entitled 'Kings and Rogues'. 

The season will open on 23 April, Shakespeare's birthday, and embrace some of the playwright's most regal rogues and some of his most roguish kings. 

The season launches with Macbeth, and includes a revival of the Globe's acclaimed 2008 production of The Merry Wives of Windsor. 

Completing the 2010 programme is Anne Boleyn by Howard Brenton: Bedlam by Nell Leyshon: and two regional tours - a revival of the 2009 productions The Comedy of Errors and A Midsummer Night's Dream. 

Visit : www.shakespearesglobe.com. Contact James Lever on 020 7902 1492 / james.l@shakespearesglobe.com
Beverly Hills Film Festival, California, USA

14 April 2010 to 18 April 2010 (annual, 10th)

An international competition dedicated to showcasing the art and talent of emerging filmmakers in the city recognised as home to the motion-picture industry.

Features screenings, celebrity panels, special events, seminars and VIP parties. Final night sees judges present awards honouring cinematic achievement at a black tie gala held at the Beverly Hills Hotel.

Visit : www.beverlyhillsfilmfestival.com. Contact : Steve Diamond at steve@beverlyhillsfilmfestival.com. 

IMAGINE - Amsterdam Fantastic Film Festival, The Netherlands
14 April 2010 to 24 April 2010 (annual, 26th)

This film festival showcases international short and feature films of genres including fantasy, horror, animation, thriller, cult and science fiction.

Visit : www.afff.nl. Contact : Nienke van der Wal at nienke@afff.nl, www.afff.nl.

Coachella Festival, Indio, California, USA
16 April 2010 to 18 April 2010 (annual, 10th)

One of America's major music festivals over a three day weekend.

Visit : www.coachella.com. Contact : Ken Denton at ken@goldenvoice.com.

Tribeca Film Festival, New York, USA
21 April 2010 to 02 May 2010 (annual, 9th)

This film festival screens over 400 new and independent films, and features panel discussions with filmmakers and actors, and an outdoor family festival. Organised by Robert De Niro's production company Tribeca Productions. Renowned festival brings local, national and international talent to downtown New York. 

Visit : www.tribecafilm.com. Contact : Tammie Rosen at trosen@tribecaenterprises.com

The Jules Verne Adventure Film Festival, Paris, France

22 April 2010 to 25 April 2010 (annual, 18th)

This festival celebrates the spirit of authentic adventure and exploration, all things Verne and includes screenings of current and classic films.

Event Intelligence

Visit : www.julesvernefestival.com/jva. Contact : Shilpa Surati at contact@julesverne.org.

New Orleans Jazz And Heritage Festival, Louisiana, USA
23 April 2010 to 02 May 2010 (annual, 41st)

The birthplace of jazz celebrates its heritage with live music, food and crafts. Runs over two weekends. Over 500 acts perform in total. 

Visit : www.nojazzfest.com and  www.jazzandheritage.org. Contact : Matthew Goldman at matthew@nojazzfest.com.

Shakespeare Birthday Celebrations, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire 

23 April 2010 to 25 April 2010 (annual)

A weekend of events celebrate the Bard's birthday (April 23, 1564) including street theatre, dancing and music. 

Visit : www.shakespeare.org.uk. Contact : Helen Robson at helen.robson@shakespeare.org.uk.

Sci-Fi-London, Apollo West End Cinema, London, UK 

28 April 2010 to 03 May 2010 (annual, 9th)

The UK's only film festival dedicated to science fiction and fantasy genres. Features UK and world premieres, classic features, debates, internet film section, film competition and short film showcase.

Visit : www.sci-fi-london.com. Contact : Frazer Nash at fnc@frazer-nash-communications.co.uk. 

Beale Street Music Festival, Memphis, Tennessee, USA

30 April 2010 to 02 May 2010 (annual, 34th)

A major multi-genre music festival featuring over 60 acts performing on three outdoor stages and a blues tent. Organised as a part of the Memphis in May International Festival

Visit : www.memphisinmay.org. Contact : Diane Hampton at dhampton@memphisinmay.org.

Houston's top events in 2010

Houston, the self-proclaimed capital of Texas has a number of significant events and developments throughout 2010.

Maurizo Cattelan

The Menil Collection

To 15 August 2010

The Italian artist, best known for his provocative and controversial sculptures, debuts recent large-scale works and installations in his first-ever solo show in Texas. 

Visit : www.menil.org/exhibitions/MaurizioCattelanNew.php.

Houston Livestock and Rodeo

To 21 March 2010

This annual festival offers visitors the World’s Championship Bar-B-Que Contest, wine tasting at the Champion Wine Garden, shopping, trail rides, concerts and championship rodeo. The nightly rodeo performances by artists like Tim McGraw, the Black Eyed Peas and Brad Paisley.

Visit : www.rodeohouston.com. 

Fotofest Biennial

12 March to 25 April 2010

The longest running photography biennial in the states, as five curators team up for an exhibition focusing on contemporary U.S. photography. Hundreds of local art spaces and galleries will also feature special exhibitions.

Visit : www.fotofest.org  

Art Car Parade 

8 May 2010

More than 250,000 spectators line downtown’s streets each year to see the oldest and largest art car parade in the country. 

Visit : www.orangeshow.org/art-car/.    

Pride Parade

June 26, 2010

Houston hosts the largest pride event in the southwest in the largest US city with an openly-gay mayor. 

Visit : www.pridehouston.org and www.MyGayHouston.com. 

MLS All-Star Game

July 2010 (exact date TBD)

This summer, Houston—home of the two-time MLS Cup champion Houston Dynamo—will welcome soccer fans from around the world to the 70,000-seat Reliant Stadium. The 15th-annual competition showcases the sports’ top players taking on a high-profile international team.

Visit : www.mlsnet.com. 

Bernar Venet

Hermann Park

To 30 September 2010

Fifteen monumental sculptures created by the world-renowned French artist, on display at Hermann Park. Each of the dramatic, curving creations are made of cor-ten steel, stand up to 30 feet high and weigh as much as 12 tons.

Visit : www.hermannpark.org/press5.php. 

Houston Collects Latin American Art

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston

27 October 2010 to 6 February 2011

Comprised of more than 90 works in MFAH's collection, this exhibition celebrates the 10-year anniversary of the establishment of the MFAH's Latin American Art Department and the International Center for the Arts of the Americas (ICAA). The center, the only one of its kind in the world, serves as both a curatorial department and a resource center within the museum. 

Visit : www.mfah.org. 

African Fest 

Houston Zoo

December 2010

In late 2010, the Houston Zoo will unveil the first phase of its African Forest project—the organization’s most ambitious undertaking to date. The 6.5-acre site will provide 1.7-million zoo visitors with an awe-inspiring educational experience that puts them face-to-face with chimpanzees, rhinos and giraffes.

Visit : www.houstonzoo.org/africanforest/. 

Visit : www.visithoustontexas.com. Contact : Cathrin Casselt at ccasselt@kaus.net. 

The Honda Grand Prix of St. Petersburg, Florida                                                          

26 to 28 March 2010

Drivers will race at speeds in excess of 170 mph along a 14-turn, 1.8-mile temporary circuit that runs through the streets of St. Petersburg and through the Albert Whitted Airport and overlooking the picturesque St. Petersburg waterfront. 

Visit : www.gpstpete.com. Contact : Mary Kalemkaryan at mary.kalemkaryan@fleishmaneurope.com. 
	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Savoy, London 

The Savoy will reopen in Summer 2010 after a GBP100 million restoration programme – the most expensive hotel refurbishment in London’s history.   
Encompassing the entire building from the courtyard and American Bar to the public areas and 268 guestrooms, the responsibility for this extensive restoration is being handled by designer, Pierre Yves Rochon, who earned special recognition for his work on other landmark hotels such as the George V in Paris and the Hermitage in Monaco.  

The programme heralds a number of notable highlights including the addition of a luxurious new two bedroom Royal Suite, the complete remodel of the legendary River Restaurant and the re-launch of the 58 River Suites with their iconic views over the River Thames.
In addition, The Savoy Grill will return again under the operation of Gordon Ramsay Holdings. 

New to the hotel will be The Beaufort Bar and Savoy Tea Shop, the first an opulent new venue to enjoy champagne and cocktails and the latter, a bijou teashop selling Savoy branded tea products, patisserie and other goodies.  

Within the Thames Foyer, the re-introduction of a winter garden gazebo beneath an ornate glass dome will provide the ambience for afternoon tea.   

The glass enclosed fitness gallery and rooftop swimming pool is one of only two in the city.
 
Room rates at The Savoy will start from around GBP 350 per room per night.

Visit www.the-savoy.com. Contact : Brett Perkins at Brett.Perkins@Fairmont.com. 

Beach Break Live, Wales
Beach Break Live, the UK’s biggest student festival, will be held at the Pembrey Country Park, Carmarthenshire, South Wales between 14 and 18 June 2010.

Beach Break Live was first held in June 2007 and, with this a success, Celia Norowzian and Ian Forshew, the two young entrepreneurs behind the festival, appeared on the BBC’s Dragons’ Den programme in November 2007.

They presented their plans and projections for the UK’s first student-only festival and had four offers made to .

Instead, the two agreed a deal with Outgoing Ltd the student event and travel specialist best known for staging the infamous Snowbombing Festival in Mayrhofen.

Growing from just 1000 students in it’s first year to 5000 in it’s second and 10000 in it’s third, 2010 will see 17,500 UK students attending the three day music festival.

Visit www.beachbreaklive.com. Contact : Eva McBride eva@gonefishingpr.com.

Serbia
Travel the Unknown has launched tours to Serbia, one of Europe’s undiscovered destinations. Situated in the heart of the Balkans, Serbia stretches across two geographic and cultural regions of Europe. 

As a result the Serbian lands formed the crossroads for various past civilizations – Roman, Medieval, Hungarian, Austrian, Ottoman and, as a result, the country has a broad architectural, religious and artistic heritage. 

Once in the news for the wrong reasons, Serbia is looking forward to a new era, but the country still sees little in the way of tourists.  

The north of the country is characterised by Central-European lowlands with fields and meadows, while the south and central parts are mostly mountainous. Cutting a swathe through the middle is the mighty Danube River. 

 

Travel the Unknown’s seven-night Devils Town and The Danube tour starts in Belgrade and takes in southern Serbia including the bizarre landscape of red steep peaks in Devil’s Town.

The company’s four-day Serbia’s Secret North tour journeys through Serbia’s semi-autonomous northern province of Vojvodina, which is vastly different from the south. 

Here are wide flatlands and plains, picturesque villages and the city Novi Stad and the architectural and cultural influences of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.

Visit : www.traveltheunknown.com. Contact : Vanessa Aves at VanessaAvesPR@aol.com. 
 
Trekking in Nepal

Tailor made specialist cazenove+loyd has introduced new trekking holidays in a remote area of Nepal.  

The off the beaten track adventure in lower Solu Khumbu offers offers some of the finest trekking country in Nepal and is much less visited than the Everest area. The area has an average altitude of 2000m and passes over 3000m but altitude and cold is not such an issue as in the higher Khumbu.  

The vegetation is stronger, farming easier and the countryside scattered with apple orchards and cheese factories.  

Located across the hillsides are many Buddhist monasteries, including some of the best in the country such as Thupten Choling and Chiwong, both in spectacular settings. The area is home to the legendary Sherpas of Nepal, who have strong Buddhist traditions.

Solu Khumbu is accessible by road from Kathmandu, trekking in from the west to east crossing the ridge lines and river valleys that stream down from the high Himalayas, or by flying into Luka and then turning south before the route leads west back towards Jiri.
Guests stay in dome tents in a mobile tented Sherpa camp, which offers freedom of choice and movement.  Evening meals will often be locally prepared Nepalese curries with other specialities including local pancakes for breakfast and fresh Yak cheese straight from the dairies.
The best time to trek and camp in Nepal is from December to May.  Trekkers need to be reasonably fit as there is an average of six to eight hours walking per day.
Visit www.cazloyd.com. Contact : Emma Hill at emma@hillanddeanpr.com.
Crusoe excursions on the Maldives

The Centara Grand Island Resort & Spa Maldives offers the Robinson Crusoe Excursion when guests at the resort are taken after breakfast by speedboat to a nearby uninhabited island and left there alone on the beach.

They are then free to wander the island, exploring the interior and swimming in the clear blue waters of the lagoon.

The ‘castaways’ take with them a cold lunch that has been prepared by the resort’s chefs which includes steamed lobster, roast beef tenderloin, a selection of salads, fresh fruit, dessert and cheese. A bottle of cold champagne is also included.

When the guest is ready to be picked up, they call the resort and the speedboat will return.

Centara Grand Island Resort & Spa Maldives is located at the South Ari Atoll in the Republic of Maldives.

Designed in a colonial style, with whitewashed timber accommodation and meandering boardwalks, this premier-level resort is the first overseas property of Thailand’s leading hotel owner and operator, Centara Hotels & Resorts.

Some of the world’s best snorkeling and diving sites are within easy reach and there is a house reef complete with a dedicated sunken shipwreck.

Centara Grand Island Resort & Spa Maldives is easily accessible from Male International Airport with an air transfer time of just 25 minutes or speedboat services in 85 minutes.

Visit : www.avenuesales.co.uk. Contact Ian at imills@avenuesales.co.uk.

Learning to sail in Greece

Sunvil Sailing run yachting holidays off Lefkas island in the Greek Ionian Sea with a choice of accommodation either on board the boat or shore-based in a hotel, villa or apartment. 

The company specialises in learn-to-sail weeks with certification but also offer flotilla, bareboat charter, individually tailored villa-flotilla packages and day boat hire. 
 

The Greek sailing holidays run from early May to end October; holidaymakers can charter their own yacht with or without tuition, while singles, couples and parties too small to skipper their own boat can take advantage of Sunvil’s share-a-yacht weeks. 

New this year will be tuition yachts for single parents plus their children.   

 

Visit www.sunvilsailing.co.uk. Contact : Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

The capping of Havis Amanda, Helsinki, Finland 

On 30 April thousands of Finns take part in the yearly ritual of the capping of Havis Amanda. 

Traditionally a celebration for students and workers, the evening’s celebrations kick off the two-day Vappu carnival offering mass picnics, music and merriment in Finland’s cities and parks marking the start of spring.

For the most part of the year Helsinki’s naked mermaid, the Havis Amanda remains in graceful stance looking over Helsinki’s Market Square. 

But on 30 April however, this all changes at 6pm when thousands of people flock to join in the May Day Celebrations and the statue gets officially capped. The weather can be anywhere from 2ºC with rain to 20ºC and sunny but whatever the weather, the festive spirits are high and the atmosphere is one of mass community spirit.

Visit : www.visitfinland.com/uk. Contact : Kate MvcWilliams at kate@lotus-uk.co.uk. 

The Ocean Sun Festival cruise round Britain 

The Ocean Sun Festival cruise, on board the five-star plus MS EUROPA, departs from Kiel, in Northern Germany, on 24 August and returns to Kiel on 8 September 2010.
The 15-day round Britain cruise offers classical concerts onboard as well as exclusive concerts at historical sites ashore as the ship sails from Kiel to Scotland, the Orkneys, Ireland, Wales, the Scilly Islands and back to Kiel. 

As free transfers are provided from Hamburg to Kiel and back, passengers can also take the opportunity to explore the city before sailing day.

For the landscape designers and enthusiastic gardeners onboard there’s a different garden to explore almost every day, all accompanied by the ships garden art expert.  

Additional highlights include a visit to the most northerly whisky distillery in the world; Ring of Brodnar and Skara Brae a UNESCO World Heritage site on the Orkney Islands and some of Britain’s historic castles including an evening pipe and drum military tattoo at Edinburgh Castle. 
MS EUROPA is the only cruise ship in the world to be awarded 5-stars plus by Berlitz Cruise Guide 

The Ocean Sun Festival is organized by The Cruise People that specialises in niche cruise markets including ultra-luxury, small ship cruising, expedition voyages and freighter travel.
Visit : cruise@cruisepeople.co.uk. Contact Debra Taylor at debra@toucanmoon.com.
	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Spring openings for Sheraton Hotels
Sheraton Rhodes Resort, Greece

Sheraton Rhodes Resort, Greece, is to open in Spring 2010. This hotel is located on the island of Rhodes, a few kilometres from the historic town of Rhodes.

The introduction of the Sheraton brand will extend Starwood’s footprint in Greece, where it currently operates seven Luxury Collection hotels and one Westin hotel. 

The Sheraton Batumi Hotel, Georgia, Russia
The Sheraton Batumi Hotel, Georgia, scheduled to open in the Spring of 2010. Located on the eastern coast of the Black Sea, just minutes from the centre of Batumi and conveniently located within a short drive to the international airport.

Visit : www.starwoodpromos.com. Contact : Sarah-Jane Johnson at sarah-jane.johnson@starwoodhotels.com. 
Hand Picked Hotels

Hand Picked Hotels, is a collection of 17 UK country house hotels including :

Norton House Hotel & Spa in Edinburgh

 
Built in 1840, Norton House Hotel & Spa in Edinburgh is a four-star hotel situated a 20-minute drive from Edinburgh city centre. A traditional country retreat situated in 55 acres of grounds offering 83 luxury bedrooms and suites, Norton House Hotel & Spa has been awarded AA Hotel of the Year 2008/2009 Scotland, and has been a finalist two years running in the Destination Spa of the Year Awards.
 

The Priest House Hotel in Castle Donington, Derbyshire

The Priest House Hotel in Castle Donington, Derbyshire is situated on the banks of the River Trent and offers 17th century cottage rooms with exposed beams and feature fireplaces.

Audleys Wood Hotel, Hampshire 

 
Audleys Wood Hotel, is a country house sited within seven acres of lush woodland in the Hampshire countryside. The hotel has a AA rosettes restaurant, The Gallery.

The Hand Picked Hotels collection has 19 hotels across the UK, including two partner hotels, with locations ranging from the New Forest and Jersey to Yorkshire and Edinburgh. 

Fourteen of hotels have achieved two AA rosette status with Norton House Hotel & Spa in Edinburgh winning three AA rosettes.  

Visit : www.handpickedhotels.co.uk.  Contact : Lois Kettlewell at Lois.Kettlewell@fourcommunications.com. 
Wimco Villas
Wimco Villas manages a portfolio of private villas in the Caribbean and Europe.  

In the Caribbean Wimco represents villas on St. Barts and throughout the region, including the US and British Virgin Islands, Turks & Caicos, Anguilla, Barbados, Mustique, Nevis, St Martin, Jamaica and Grand Cayman.  

In Europe, Wimco represents villas in Italy, the South of France, and Mykonos. 

Visit www.wimco.com. Contact : Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widness-co-pr.com
Hotel Paracas, Peru
Starwood Hotels & Resorts has opened Hotel Paracas, a Luxury Collection Resort, in Peru.

The hotel is located on Peru's southern Pacific coast and surrounded by the Paracas National Reserve, a 900,000-acre marine park along the country's pristine southern Pacific coast and the Ballestas Islands.

Guests can enjoy one of the world's largest wildlife reserves from a private 52-foot luxury yacht with excursions to the Ballestas Islands. 

Guests are also invited to explore the region's mesmerizing Nazca Lines, one of ancient Peru's most impressive petroglyphs in the desert, which can be best experienced via the hotel's private airplane.

The Luxury Collection is also set to open Tambo del Inka, in the sacred valley of Urubamba, followed by the 2011 opening of Palacio del Inka, in the capital of the ancient Incan Empire. 

Visit : www.luxurycollection.com. Contact : Sarah-Jane Johnson at sarah-jane.johnson@starwoodhotels.com. 
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

Tourism Western Australia

Tourism Western Australia is dedicated to developing, promoting and protecting Western Australia's extraordinary tourism experiences. 

Western Australia's natural and cultural riches set it apart from other destinations. The state has some of the most stunning and diverse natural attractions in the world including Ningaloo Reef, the world's largest fringing reef and the lush forests of the southwest - Australia’s only biodiversity hotspot. 

Shark Bay on Australia’s Coral Coast, is ranked alongside the Galápagos Islands as one of the few places on Earth which satisfies all four of the natural criteria for World Heritage listing. 

Visit : www.twa.australia.com. Contact : Elen Thomas at ethomas@twa.australia.com. 

ANTOR - Association of National Tourist Office Representatives
ANTOR is the principal lobbying organisation for the world's tourist offices. Its UK membership comprises around 70 national and regional tourist offices, which are represented in Britain.

ANTOR's objectives include providing a fraternal forum for its members to meet and exchange ideas, to forge close relationships with all other sectors of the travel industry; to be recognised as one of the foremost advocates of responsible tourism and to comment on a wide range of issues affecting

worldwide travel and tourism.

Visit : www.antor.com. Contact : Esther Smith at esther@antor.com. 

Bath Tourism Plus

Bath Tourism Plus is the destination marketing organisation for the city of Bath, England.  The company carries out marketing and PR activity, runs a membership scheme for local tourism businesses.

Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Weaver at lucy_weaver@bathtourism.co.uk.

Canadian Tourism Commission
The CTC is a national marketing organization that promotes Canada in nine countries around the world. It provides travel information, media resources, meetings and conference planning details, research and news.

Visit : www.canada.travel. Contact : Nim Singh at singh.nim@ctc-cct.ca.


Agencies

Doug Goodman PR

Doug Goodman PR specialise in travel and leisure PR for hotels, resorts and tour operators. 

Current clients include :

· Reis de Mallorca hotels

· Charming Hotels Madeira

· specialist Middle East tour operator Peltours

· P&O Ferries

· Indian specialist Avion Holidays and various clients in India. 

Contact : Doug Goodman at info@douggoodmanpr.com.

First Public Relations
Founded in 1985, First Public Relations is a one-stop-shop for the travel industry and the only specialist consultancy to offer fully integrated marketing and public relations programmes for destinations, hotel groups, airlines and tour operators in the UK, Europe, America and Asia.

Visit : : www.firstpr.co.uk. Contact : Lynda Daboh at lynda@firstpr.co.uk.

Blakeborough PR
Blakeborough Ltd is a specialist travel PR agency with almost 20 years experience working for travel clients ranging from tourist boards, to airlines, tour operators and hotels.

Visit : www.blakeborough.com. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com.

Grifco PR

Grifco is a boutique travel PR company offering custom-made public relations programmes for the travel industry.

Visit : www.grifcopr.com.  Contact : Chloe Watson at chloe@grifcopr.com. 

Lush PR
Travel PR specialist who has been working in the travel industry for nearly 15 years.

Visit : www.lushpr.com. Contact : Judith Watson at judith.watson@lushpr.com. 

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 
· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp, a luxurious tented camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia, offering walking safaris, game drives, canoeing, boat trips and fishing - will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four departments boasting historic chateaux, walking & cycling routes, a variety of sports and superb natural scenery and of Champagne, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.comContact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com or on 0208 614 1448.

· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.saillofts.co.uk. Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Louise Woodward at louise@lucre.co.uk or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities, the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains. Bike the Whites will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.bikethewhites.com. Contact: Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

	Travel products 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Magellan's

Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products.  
Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk, Contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.

The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. Launching with The London Pass, the programme also includes York, New York, Paris and Philadelphia.

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact :Andrew Campbell-edie at Andrew.Campbell-edie@Sirenpr.co.uk. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

 
Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Heather Carswell at heather.carswell@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Brynony  Cole at bryony.cole@lonelyplanet.com.au.
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

	The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance 

www.itwalliance.com
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides information and support to who travel to write, edit broadcast or create images.
 
The Alliance reaches and influences professional travel journalists through :

· the bi-monthly Alliance bulletin 

· Alliance alerts providing specific information on destinations or travel pursuits

· Destination dossiers, providing detailed media briefings 

· Destination networking events 

· planning and managing individual and group press trips and travel writer symposiums, and  

· staging professional development workshops 
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	AllWays 

www.allwaystraveller.com 

AllWays is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance, which allows Alliance embers to get their features and images to travelers worldwide.
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