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	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· The year ahead : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
· Profile on : destinations 

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
Ongoing initiatives

· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.  
	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Grifco : Wilderness Safaris

PR agency Grifco is now handling Wilderness Safaris and will be happy to consider offering pres trip opportunities to Alliance members.

Wilderness Safaris has camps and runs overland safaris in Botswana, Namibia, Malawi, South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe as well as the stunning North Island in the Seychelles.

Namibia

Namibia is the fifth largest country in Africa and is the driest country south of the Sahara. 

Wilderness Safaris has 15 camps across Namibia including the acclaimed Little Kulala desert retreat and Serra Cafema Camp, one of the most remote camps in Southern Africa. Watch giraffes amble along the white saltpans of Etosha National Park, see gemsbok plunge up the steep red dunes of Sossusvlei and admire the unique desert-adapted elephant in Kunene.

Botswana

In the heart of southern Africa, Botswana offers one of the finest authentic wildlife experiences in the world. Wilderness Safaris has a total of 21 camps in the Okavango Delta, the Linyanti and the Central Kalahari Desert.

Zimbabwe

Zimbabwe offers a wealth of scenic landscapes cradled between two great African rivers, the Zambezi and the Limpopo. Wilderness Safaris has concentrated on the unspoilt, peaceful Northern parks and has four camps in the Hwange National Park and the Mana Pools National Park. 

Zambia

A vast, landlocked country offering superb wildlife and remote game areas, Zambia is one of the region’s least visited and most rewarding destinations. Wilderness Safaris has ninr camps located in the Kafue National Park, the South Luangwa National Park, and the breathtaking Victoria Falls. 

Malawi

A country in the heart of central southern Africa, known as the “warm heart of Africa”. The Liwonde National Park, Lake Malawi National Park, and Nyika National Park are the areas covered by Wilderness Safaris with their 6 Malawi wilderness camps.

South Africa

In recent years, South Africa has become one of the world’s top travel destinations. Its interior is characterised by a wide assortment of habitats from lush tropical forest to arid desert. Wilderness Safaris has two camps in the Kruger National Park and one in the iSimangaliso Wetland Park at Rocktail Bay. 

North Island, Seychelles

North Island is a truly unspoilt tropical retreat 30km from the main island of Mahé.  Comprising three granite outcrops with a tropical interior, the island was acquired by Wilderness Safaris in 1997 and the company has 11 guest villas on the island.

Visit : www.wilderness-safaris.com. Contact : Claire Griffin at Claire@Grifcopr.com.

Gairloch – North West Highlands, Scotland

Scotland's Personal Hotels are helping to promote the rich biodiversity of the north-west Highlands of Scotland, focussing on the wildlife, dramatic highland landscapes and relationship between the mountains and the sea.

Alliance members interested in an independent press trip to the area will get to take a marine wildlife trip to the Shiant Islands (known as “the enchanted islands”), to see harbour porpoise, minke whale, winter sea ducks, divers, and the chance to look for killer whale, white-beaked dolphin, common dolphin, risso’s dolphin, atlantic white-sided dolphin, bottlenose dolphin, long finned pilot whale, hump-back whale, fin whale, sei whale, sperm whale, great shearwater, manx shearwater, white billed diver. 

The area also has 240,000 puffins, 15,000 guillemots, 9,000 razorbills, 11,000 fulmar petrel, great skua and gulls,hebridean wren, white-tailed eagle, peregrin falcon  

Visit : www.scotland-hotels.com. Contact : Mark Linklater at mark@scotland-hotels.com.

Kamili adds Rwanda Itineraries and remote Zambia 

African camps company Kamili is offering travellers the chance to explore Rwanda Itineraries and remote Zambia, some of Africa’s less trodden paths 

Rwanda, which is famed for its gorillas and known as the ‘land of a thousand hills’, also includes :

· Nyungwe Forest, the largest track of montane rainforest in East and Central Africa with its colonies of colobus monkeys, over 100 species of orchids and 250 species of birds; and 

· Lake Kivu - ’a veritable inland sea’ dotted with picturesque islands. 

Plains Camp Busanga in Zambia is one of Africa’s most remote and beautiful spots, set in a wetland area of the far north of Kafue that is only accessible for four months of the year (July-October). 

The Plains Camp is the only independent camp in the area. Lions are abundant as well as cheetahs, huge herds of buffalo and wildebeest. 

Kamili represents a portfolio 40 independent African 4 and 5 star camps.

Visit : www.kamili.co.uk. To discuss media visits contact : Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independentpr.co.uk. 

St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly
The new St Mary’s Hall Hotel, on the Isles of Scilly, is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members.

Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

Press trips to Austria
The Austrian National Tourist Board has put together suggestions for individual and group press trips, which focus on : 

· Back to the roots – Alpbachtal

· Natural Wellbeing – Lech Zürs 

· Different notes in perfect harmony – Bregenzerwald

· Leisure activities in the Alps – Montafon 

· Art & Culture in nature – Bodensee

· Austria's fine cuisine – Zillertal 

· Magical Hills – Country holidays for the whole family – SalzburgerLand

· Water world Austria - Zell am See

· Walking at its purest – Tirol  

· Natural adrenaline rush – Saalbach Hinterglemm

 Group Press Trips 

· Art & Culture in nature : May 2010 

· Natural Wellbeing : Autumn 2010 (September)  

· Emotions, passion and pure bliss: It’s got to be winter! - Ski press trip : December 2010  

· Enjoy the beauty of an Austrian winter : December 2010 

Visit : www.austriatourism.com. Contact : Martina Jamnig at martina.jamnig@austria.info. 

	News


The Holland House festival
The Holland House festival takes place in Trafalgar Square on Saturday 17 April 2010.

In addition to a nu,ber of exhibitions and displays there will be live music (by Dutch bands including headliners DI-RECT), authentic Dutch food and drink, a Dutch market and clog making.

Visit : www.holland.com. Contact : Evelina Sugintaite at esugintaite@holland.com.

Luxury Lanka
Alliance member Will Rankin has become launch editor of a new luxury lifestyle magazine called Luxury Lanka. 

Based in Sri Lanka and Dubai, the magazine aims to attract discerning travellers and investors to Sri Lanka and to help Sri Lankans connect with businesses and investment opportunities in the Middle East.

Luxury Lanka has the backing of the Ministry of Tourism, and is a BOI (Board of Investment) Company and will be looking for hotel news,luxury spa information  and product reviews, etc.

 

Contact : Will Rankin at rankin73@gmail.com.

Gulf Air and Jet Airways


Middle east airline Gulf Air and Indian carrier Jet Airways have entered into a code share agreement on flights between Bahrain and India.

From April 12, Gulf Air will put its ‘GF' flight code on Jet's daily services between Bahrain and Mumbai.

Jet Airways currently flies to 42 domestic destinations and 22 international, including Hong Kong, Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Colombo, Bangkok and Kathmandu.

Gulf Air has a fleet of 35 aircraft connecting 43 cities in 28 countries

Visit : www.gulfair.com and  www.jetairways.com
	Leads


The Tigmi boutique hotel, Marrakech 

The Tigmi boutique hotel is located in a biblical Berber hamlet on the Haouz plain outside Marrakech, where average spring temperatures are mid-to-high 70s. 

Visit : www.realmorocco.com. Contact : Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk. 

 

The Dominica Dive Fest
The annual Dominica Dive Fest, which showcases the marine environment of Dominica is a ten-day festival focussing on scuba diving (9 to 18 July  2010). 

Visit : www.discoverdominica.com Contact : Marie Rosa at marie@adams-pr.com
The Great Swedish Cruise 

The Great Swedish Cruise takes place aboard an historic white steamship for a journey through the scenic heartland of Sweden. A six-day cruise along the Göta Canal, part of a waterway including lakes and rivers connecting the cities of Stockholm and Gothenburg, takes in classic sights like Baroque Läckö Castle and canal landmarks such as the chain of locks at Berg, lifting the boat 18m above Lake Roxen. 

Visit : www.gotacanal.se. Contact : Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk.
 

The Globe Travel Centre

The Globe Travel Centre consisting of three specialist tour operations including Kerala Travel Centre, India Travel Centre and Sri Lanka Travel Centre.

Visit : www.srilankatravelcentre.com, www.indiatravelcentre.com and www.keralatravelcentre.co.uk. Contact : Raj Olickel at raj@indiatravelcentre.com. 

Steam trains in Snowdonia, Wales  

Ffestiniog Travel run a two-night scenic Snowdonia Steam Weekend, with return journeys on the recently-opened Welsh Highland Railway and the famous Ffestiniog Railway.

Visit : www.festtravel.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk.
 

Shakespeare’s Globe
Shakespeare’s Globe will undertake regional tours of The Comedy of Errors and A Midsummer Night’s Dream between April and September 2010.

Audiences to the Globe’s tours have grown over the years – reaching over 35,000 people across UK and Europe in 2009. 
 
Visit : www.shakespeares-globe.org. Contact : Richard Scandrett at Richard.s@shakespearesglobe.com. 

Azamara Club Cruises
Azamara Club Cruises is a cruise line for upmarket travellers aboard the Azamara Journey and Azamara Quest, with sailings in 54 countries calling at 174 ports sail in Europe, Asia, the Panama Canal, Transatlantic, and the Caribbean.

Visit : www.azamaraclubcruises.com. Contact Briony Peters at bpeters@rccl.com. 
	The year ahead


Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on events and celebrations worldwide. 

The Wichita River Festival, Kansas
May 7 – May 15, 2010

The Wichita River Festival is one of Kansas’ largest celebrations.  

Festivities start with opening night fireworks and a concert with Bret Michaels Roses and Thorns World Tour, and ends with Tchaikovsky's 1812 Overture performed by the Wichita Symphony Orchestra and the Kansas Army National Guard and carillon bells.  

In between, attendees will enjoy additional concerts, parades, hot air balloons, a Cajun food fest, open air markets, ice cream socials and more.  

Visit : www.gowichita.com. Contact : Derek Mackenzie-Hook at dmh@TravelKsOk.co.uk. 

Reykjavik Arts Festival, Iceland
12 May 2010 to 05 June 2010 (annual, 40th)

The festival features a variety of theatre events, dance shows, music concerts and art exhibitions.

Visit : www.listahatid.is/en. Contact : Ingimundur Sigfússon at artfest@artfest.is.

Lufthansa Festival Of Baroque Music, London
13 May 2010 to 22 May 2010 (annual, 26th)

The festival is one of the largest celebrations of baroque music of the 18th century featuring performances from international soloists and ensembles.

Visit : www.lufthansafestival.org.uk. Contact : Helen Tweedy at helen@albion-media.co.uk.

Seattle International Film Festival, Washington State, USA
20 May 2010 to 13 June 2010 (annual, 36th)

Largest and most highly attended film festival in the USA showcasing over 550 screenings. Includes 270 features and 140 shorts. 

Visit : www.siff.net. Contact : Cal Ledbetter at cal.ledbetter@siff.net.

Carnival Of Culture, Kreuzberg, Berlin, Germany
21 May 2010 to 24 May 2010 (annual)

A multi-cultural parade and street festival features music, dance and art. Over 100 bands and 4300 paraders from 70 countries participate in the procession. Parade takes place on May 23.

Visit : www.karneval-berlin.de. Contact : Nadja Mau at info@karneval-berlin.de. 

Salzburger Pfingsfestspiele - Salzburg Whitsun Festival, Austria

21 May 2010 to 24 May 2010 (annual)

Held in the House of Mozart, Festival House, Salzburg has performances by guest conductors, orchestras, singers, actors and virtuoso instrumentalists.

Visit : www.salzburgerfestspiele.at. Contact : Ulla Kalchmair at u.kalchmair@salzburgfestival.at.

Bath International Music Festival, Bath UK

26 May 2010 to 06 June 2010 (annual, 61st)

The festival features classical, world, folk, contemporary and jazz music. 

Visit : www.bathmusicfest.org.uk. Contact : Juliet Simpson at juliet.simpson@bathfestivals.org.uk.

Festspillene: Bergen International Festival, Norway
26 May 2010 to 10 June 2010 (annual, 58th)

The Largest event of its kind in Nordic countries featuring opera, dance, drama, literature and visual arts. Around 50,000 visitors attend (30,000 at indoor events and 20,000 at outdoor performances).

Visit : www.fib.no. Contact : Silje Gripsrud at siljeg@fib.no.

International Mount Everest Day, Nepal

29 May 2010 (annual, 3rd)

Nepal commemorates the first ascent of Mount Everest by Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay. Celebrations include a mountain film festival, photography exhibitions and cultural programmes.

Visit : www.tourism.gov.np. Contact : info@tourism.gov.np.

Maailma Kylässä - World Village Festival, Helsinki, Finland
29 May 2010 to 30 May 2010 (annual, 14th)

Multicultural celebration features music, workshops, children's activities, literary events and seminars where representatives of nearly 200 NGOs discuss global development issues.

Visit : www.maailmakylassa.fi. Contact : Johanna Eurakoski at johanna.eurakoski@kepa.fi. 

Festival Flamenco Internacional de Alburquerque
9-13 June 2010

The festival will feature a number of premier performances as well as more than 30 workshops taught by master artists.

Visit : www.nationalinstituteofflamenco.org and www.itsatrip.org. Contact : Megan Mayo at media@itsatrip.org. 
June events in Iceland

International Annual Viking Festival 

11 to 20 June 2010

The Viking Village in Hafnarfjördur, hosts this annual festival celebrating the heritage of the wild and adventurous race that was the first to settle in Iceland. Enthusiasts from around the world dress in Viking costume ready to display their battle skills to whoever challenges them! 

Visit : www.vikingvillage.is/fjorukrain/is. 

Independence day 

17 June 2010

Icelanders take to the streets in the world’s biggest block party to celebrate independence from the Danish crown in 1944. Festivities include colourful ceremonies, parades, street theatre, sideshows and dancing under the midnight sun. 

Visit : www.17juni.is
Summer Solstice Festival 

21 June 2010

Icelanders celebrate the midnight sun on the longest day of the year.  Some believe that if you roll naked in the dew on this day, all your dreams will come true! Get-togethers often involve bonfires, a feast and merriment throughout the night during which the sun never sets. 

Við Djúpið 

22 to 27 June 2010

The annual music festival held in the West Fjords of Iceland around summer solstice, offering series of concerts and master classes. 

Visit : www.viddjupid.is

Arctic Open Golf Tournament, Akureyri 

24 to 26 June

The tournament is held in Akureyri, just south of the Arctic Circle, with tee off at midnight during Iceland’s longest days and play taking place through the night. Midnight-sun open tournaments are also held in Reykjavík and the Westman Islands (Vestmannaeyjar). 

Visit www.arcticopen.is and  www.golf.is.

Visit : www.visiticeland.com. Contact : Sigridur Groa Thorarinsdottir at siggagroa@icetourist.is. 
	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Taiwan

Taiwan is a leaf-shaped island lying off the southeastern coast of mainland Asia, between Japan and the Philippines and across the Taiwan Straits from China. 

It sits on the western edge of the Pacific Rim of Fire and the resulting tectonic movements have formed a varied terrain of high mountains, rolling hills, fertile plains and basins and beautiful coastlines. 

There are six national parks and 13 designated national scenic areas on the island. 

Taiwan’s weather is as varied as its landscape but can be generally termed as sub-tropical. 

There are two distinct seasons: hot, from May-October - where temperatures can rise to 35(C - and cool from November to March, where temperatures can dip to 10(C. 

Typhoon season runs from mid-August to early October, however Taiwan’s infrastructure is well designed to cope when one blows in. 

Taiwanese culture is a mix of Chinese heritage, Japanese colonial influence and aboriginal culture, where fine art, folk traditions and popular culture all mix together. 

Visitors should ‘brush up’ on Taiwanese habits and customs to ensure that they do not cause offence and learn basic Taiwanese history to enjoy the culture and country to its fullest.  

Visit : www.taiwan.net.tw. Contact Sarah Habicht at sarah@saltmarshpr.co.uk
Orpheus and Bacchus, Bordeaux 

Orpheus & Bacchus specialist cultural tour operator, which offers a range of special interest holidays in a house-party setting at the Domaine Le Faure, a renovated 18th century estate just 25 minutes from the historic wine-producing town of St Emilion in rural Bordeaux.  

Each year, Orpheus and Bacchus also host a number of Classical Music Festivals at the estate combining the great passions of classical music, great food and fine wine.

The highlight of the Music Festival calendar will be the Second International Hummel & Friends Festival (18 – 21 May, 2010) the only festival in the classical music world to showcase the music of Johann Nepomuk Hummel, in association with the Hummel Project.

Visit : www.orpheusandbacchus.com and www.jnhummel.info. Contact : Clair Horwood at clair@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

The Nadaam Festival, Mongolia 

Mongolia, a landlocked country in East and Central Asia with Russia to the north and the People's Republic of China to the south, east and west, is remote and vast and home to one of the world’s last remaining nomadic cultures.

Asia Transpacific Journeys runs trips to Mongolia that features : 

· camel riding in the Gobi Desert

· traditional Mongolian feasts with locals

· lodging in a comfortable, furnished ger, the traditional yurt of the nomad

· archery, wrestling and horse racing at the Nadaam Festival

· conversations with reindeer herders in the forested north

· authentic song and folk dance performances, and 

· tour leadership by a scholar of Inner Asian Studies

 
The trips are run in July (2020 and 2011) around the annual Nadaam Festival in Ulannbaatar where men, women and children compete in horse racing, wrestling, archery and other ancient arts their ancestors plied while plundering and pillaging their way through Europe and Asia.

 

Asia Transpacific Journeys specialize in custom journeys and small group trips to Asia and the Pacific region.

Visit : www.AsiaTranspacific.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com.
York County, Pennsylvania
York County, Pennsylvania, the self-proclaimed ‘factory tour capital of the world’, has added three new tours to its itineraries.

These include : 

· the First Capital Federal Credit Union goes green with geo-thermal heating, rainwater capture, natural light enhancement, locally-sourced wood and recycled materials.

· Painted Spring Farm, which is a tour of a working alpaca farm at Painted Springs.

· York Time Institute founder, Dan Nied, has undertaken the conservation, restoration and repair of antique timepieces, as well as, manufacturing of custom watches and clocks.

York County, is home to more than 15 free factory tours and located in the centre of the Pennsylvania Dutch Country Roads Region a short drive to Lancaster's Amish Country, Gettysburg's Battlefields and Hershey's Chocolate World.

Visit : www.yorkpa.org/tours. Contact : Alison Smolinski at alison@yorkpa.org.

Three Austrian cities
The Austrian cities of Graz, Innsbruck and Salzburg offer a combination of culture, history and gastronomy 

Graz, which is Austria's southernmost city, is located on either bank of  the River Mur is the Styrian capital, whose roots date back to the Roman age.It is known for its striking architecture.

Salzburg, which is the birthplace of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, is dominated by churches, castles and palaces. Its picturesque old town is a UNESCO World Heritage Sight.

Innsbruck is located in the Tirol province in the heart of the Alps with all that this entails.

Visit : www.graztourism.at, www.innsbruck.info and www.salzburg.info. Contact : Martina Jamnig at martina.jamnig@austria.info. 

Santa Monica Farmers' Market
The Downtown Santa Monica Farmers' Market, one of the oldest and largest in California, features 75 farmers on Wednesdays, and 45 on Saturdays over four city blocks. 

Santa Monica is a city in western Los Angeles County.

The star of this market is the California grown produce, and the dedicated farmers who raise it, from the potatoes on offer from Weiser Farms (German butterballs, Red Crescents, Peruvian Purples) and the English peas from McGrath Farms to the marinated chevres and fresh fromage blanc made at Harley Farms. 

Visit : www.smgov.net/farmers_market. Contact : Erika Maya at erikam@ballantinespr.com.
The Silk Route Cycling Expedition
An epic journey by bicycle from Istanbul to Samarkand along the legendary Silk Route has been oted one of National Geographic Traveler’s “Tours of a Lifetime.”

The Silk Route Cycling Expedition (22 May to 4 July  2010) hosted by Tour d’Afrique is among an annual showcase listing of the world’s 50 most extraordinary journeys. 

The Silk Road follows in the footsteps of Alexander the Great, Marco Polo and Genghis Khan on bike across the vast Asian continent.

Participants pedal from Istanbul, Turkey to Samarkand, Uzbekistan via the Caucasus republics of Georgia and Azerbaijan, as well as enigmatic Turkmenistan. 

The Tours of a Lifetime feature will be in the May/June 2010 issue of National Geographic Traveler, on newsstands in mid-April.

Visit : www.tourdafrique.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com.

One Ocean Expeditions
Polar cruise operator, One Ocean Expeditions, which run nature-based tours to the Arctic and Antarctica that explore the extreme wilderness areas of the Canadian Arctic and Greenland. 

The Clipper Adventurer sails from Resolute Bay, Nunavut on 2 August 2010 arriving in Kangerlussuaq, Greenland on 14 August 2010. The voyage starts at the western end of Lancaster Sound, which connects the waters of the North Atlantic and Baffin Bay to the Arctic Ocean and the Canadian High Arctic Archipelago.  

From the fjords of Northeast Baffin Island the Clipper Adventurer will cross Baffin Bay to the icecap and dramatic mountains of Greenland.  

As well as lengthy hikes on the tundra for wildflowers and lichens, and wildlife zodiac cruises along the base of bird cliffs with many thousands of nesting guillemots, murres and kittiwakes, there is an important cultural aspect to this voyage.  

The Clipper Adventurer is a 122-passenger expedition vessel, reminiscent of the days of the great ocean liners, with lots of varnished wood and brass.  

Visit : www.oneoceanexpeditions.com. Contact : Debra Taylor at debra@toucanmoon.com.
	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Pennsylvania Farm Vacations
The 22 members of the Pennsylvania Farm Vacation Association includes :

Flint Hill Farm and Education Center in Coopersburg, Lehigh County, where guests help feed the sheep, milk the goats and groom the horses. 

Rocky Acre Farm Bed and Breakfast in Mount Joy, Lancaster County, where wannabe farmers can gather their own eggs before breakfast or help milk the cows - the farm has more than 650! - and feed the calves. 

Pheasant Field Bed and Breakfast in Carlisle, where visitors can hike parts of the Appalachian Trail - a spring/summer tradition - or try their hand at fly fishing.

Kaltenbach's Farm Bed and Breakfast in Wellsboro allows guests to bike the rail trail running through Pennsylvania's "Grand Canyon and guests can saddle up and ride trails through the Appalachian Mountains at Buck Valley Ranch in Warfordsburg Fulton County and Uncle Clem's Place in Harrisonburg in south-central Pennsylvania.

Visit : www.pafarmstay.com.  For press trip opportunities contact : Nadine Fox at  info@pafarmstay.com.

The Sukhothai Bangkok
The Sukhothai Bangkok has unveiled the first phase of renovations to 40 of the hotel’s superior rooms, with all 100 rooms to be completely refurbished by July 2010.

Set within six acres of landscaped gardens in the heart of Bangkok, this hotel has long been a favourite with visitors to Thailand’s bustling capital and is a member of the Leading Hotels of the World network. 

The current refurbishment has been undertaken by internationally-renowned interior designer Edward Tuttle, who has been involved with hotel and resort developments worldwide, including The Chedi Phuket and Park Hyatt Paris-Vendôme. 

 Visit : www.sukhothai.com. Contact : Alex Everall at alex@bacall.net
Courtyard by Marriott's three resorts in Phuket
Courtyard by Marriott's three resorts in Phuket, which is an island in the south of Thailand, are the Patong Beach, Kamala Beach and Surin Beach.

All three are situated very close to to Phuket's finest beaches and the island's shopping and restaurants districts. The Patong Beach resort is also home to the Hard Rock Café.

Visit : www.courtyard.com. Contact : Patsada Satthacharoen at patsada.s@courtyard.com.

Nantucket Island, New England

Wimco Villas is to begin offering luxury villa rentals in North America starting with Nantucket Island, New England where a collection of 30 villas are available as summer rentals.

The Nantucket Wine Festival takes place from May 19-23, the Nantucket Restaurant Week from 7 to 13 June and the Nantucket Film Festival from 17 to 20 June.

Visit : www.wimco.com. Contact : Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widness-co-pr.com.

The Sheraton Bratislava Hotel
The opening of The Sheraton Bratislava Hotel marks the debut of the Sheraton brand in Slovakia. 

The hotel, located in the new multifunctional city quarter EUROVEA on the Danube embankment, features 186 rooms and 23 suites. 

It is next to the new Slovak National Theatre and ten minutes walk from the historic centre of the city.

Visit : www.sheraton.com/bratislava. Contact : Amalie Craig at amalie.craig@starwoodhotels.com. 

The Sheraton Qiandao Lake Resort, China
The Sheraton Qiandao Lake Resort is located on the shores of China’s famed Qiandao Lake, also, known as the Lake of Thousand Islands.  

The hotel is located on the lakeshore of Qiandao Lake, a popular tourist destination for mountain climbing, cycling and other outdoor activities.  

Starwood is set to open more than 20 hotels in China this year. 

Visit www.starwoodhotels.com. Contact : Amalie Craig at amalie.craig@starwoodhotels.com.

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

New York State Division of Tourism
New York City is just one of the 11 regions in New York State. The State is roughly the size of France and boarders Pennsylvania, New England, New Jersey and Canada. It covers over 47,000 square miles and boasts 4000 lakes, 1500 towns and villages, over 240 wineries and 150 State Parks.

Historic and cultural sights and museums are found across the State and include the Roosevelt Mansion, The Vanderbilt Estate, Fort Niagara, The Kodak International Museum of Photography and WestPoint Military Academy.  

Visit : www.nylovesu.co.uk. Contact : Lyndsey Thomas at Lyndsey.thomas@nyseurope.com.

North Cyprus Tourism Centre
The North Cyprus Tourism Centre runs promotional activities, encouraging and co-ordinating promotional efforts of organisations marketing North Cyprus as a holiday. The NCTC also focuses on developing tourism from continental Europe to North Cyprus.

Visit : www.northcyprus.cc. Contact : Burcu Okur at burcu@northcyprus.cc.

The Texas Travel Industry Association

The Texas Travel Industry Association is a non-profit organization of businesses, organizations, associations and individuals dedicated to developing Texas tourism to its fullest potential.

Visit : www.ttia.org. Contact : Sarah Ruh at sarahr@ttia.org.

Adventure Cycling Association
The Adventure Cycling Association is the premier bicycle travel organization in North America with more than 42,000 members. Adventure Cycling welcomes press inquiries regarding our routes and tours. Opportunities also exist for complimentary press tours. 

Visit  : www.adventurecycling.org. Contact : Winona Sorensen at wsorensen@adventurecycling.org. 

Destination Portugal
Having offered holidays to every kind of accommodation throughout the Portuguese mainland, Madeira and the Azores for 32 years, Destination Portugal has added programmes to ex-Portuguese colonies around Africa, namely Cape Verde Islands, Mozambique and Sao Tome.

Visit : www.destination-portugal.co.uk and www.africanislands.co.uk. Contact : John Perriss at jrp@destination-portugal.co.uk.

Agencies 

Doug Goodman PR
 
Doug Goodman PR specialise in travel and leisure PR for hotels, resorts and tour operators. 
Current clients include:
· 3 hotels in Mallorca 

· Charming Hotels Madeira 

· Sail Lofts - St Ives self-catering properties 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourist Board 

· P&O Ferries (Dover - Calais) 

· Indian specialist Avion Holidays and various clients in India 

· BRIGHT (training consortium for independent travel agents)

Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

Adams Unlimited
Adams Unlimited is a full-service marketing communications and public relations firm specializing in the domestic and international travel and hospitality industry. 

Visit : www.adams-pr.com. Cathy Preece at cathy@adams-pr.com. 

Beacon PR
Beacon PR is a UK-focused agency working on behalf of travel and leisure cleints in the UK. Visit : www.beaconpr.co.uk Contact : Jane Williams at jane@beaconpr.co.uk. 

Independent Public Relations

With its portfolio of clients collectively featuring 80 destinations across the globe Independent Public Relations (IPR) is able to provide freelance writers and commissioning editors with a diverse selection of feature ideas as well as travel and accommodation suggestions on a range of themes. 

Contact : Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independentpr.co.uk.

Jungle Public Relations 

Jungle PR are travel and tourism specialists. Contact : Kate Abbot at kate@junglepr.com.

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 
· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp, a luxurious tented camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia, offering walking safaris, game drives, canoeing, boat trips and fishing - will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· Sacha Lodge, Ecuador, which is a eco-lodge located within a 5000-acre private ecological reserve in Ecuador's Amazon region, right off the Napo RiverThe Lodge will be happy to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members, excluding flights. Visit : www.sachalodge.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four departments boasting historic chateaux, walking & cycling routes, a variety of sports and superb natural scenery and of Champagne, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.comContact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com or on 0208 614 1448.

· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.saillofts.co.uk. Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Louise Woodward at louise@lucre.co.uk or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities, the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains. Bike the Whites will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.bikethewhites.com. Contact: Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

	Travel products 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Magellan's

Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding.

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk, Contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.

The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Launching with The London Pass, the programme also includes York, New York, Paris and Philadelphia.

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

The Virtual Office
The Virtual Office Group is offering Alliance members a special introductory rate to its selection of virtual office London Presence services.  

Home-based professionals wishing to enjoy a prestigious mailing address and dedicated central London telephone number can sign up for one or a combination of Virtual Office Service for a three month trial period, receive one month free and a waiver of the standard registration fee (£100). 

Visit www.virtual-office.co.uk.  Contact : Karen Luard on 020 7917 9887 or at kp@KPcommunications.co.uk. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

 
Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Heather Carswell at heather.carswell@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Brynony  Cole at bryony.cole@lonelyplanet.com.au.
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

	The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance 

www.itwalliance.com
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides information and support to who travel to write, edit broadcast or create images.
 
The Alliance reaches and influences professional travel journalists through :

· the bi-monthly Alliance bulletin 

· Alliance alerts providing specific information on destinations or travel pursuits

· Destination dossiers, providing detailed media briefings 

· Destination networking events 

· planning and managing individual and group press trips and travel writer symposiums, and  

· staging professional development workshops 
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	AllWays 

www.allwaystraveller.com 

AllWays is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance, which allows Alliance embers to get their features and images to travelers worldwide.
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