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Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
www.itwalliance.com 

	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· The month ahead : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
· Profile on : destinations 

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
Ongoing initiatives

· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.  
	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Antarctic 

Adventure Life is looking to send a couple writers to Antarctica this season aboard The Antarctic Dream, a 78 person capacity Dutch vessel which enjoyed longtime service in the Chilean Navy. The vessel has been refurbished and transformed into a contemporary expedition cruise ship.The first voyage of the upcoming season is in November, 2010.
The Antarctic Dream's 11 day/10 night expedition focuses on hands-on access to wildlife, glaciers and massive icebergs provided by the smaller vessel. 
The trip offers up-close encounters with fur seals, humpback whales, leopard seals and orcas and 2-3 hour daily zodiac raft excursions. 
Visit : www.antarctic.cl/web_eng/. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

Taychreggan, Loch Awe, near Oban, Scotland
Taychreggan, which situated on the beautiful banks of Loch Awe, near Oban, Scotland is offering Alliance members a two night stay on a complimentary dinner bed and breakfast basis on a review basis.
 

Taychreggan, which has recently completed a £1 million refurbishment, combines the feel of a cosy drover’s inn with luxury and comfort.

The hotel overlooks the breathtaking Loch Awe and is situated in its own private bay, enveloped by the woodlands, providing an ideal base from which to explore the many attractions on offer in the Scottish Highlands. 

Loch Awe dominates this corner of Argyll with 23 miles of fresh water. Over twenty long abandoned Crannogs (lake dwellings) are still in evidence, along with the semi ruined Castles of Kilchurn - once the Clan Campbell seat which still dominates the loch, Innis Chonnel and Fraoch Eilean, taking their names from the islands on which they stand. 

The main islands of Fraoch Eilean and Innishail are situated at the North end of Loch Awe and Innis Chonnel to the East.


Visit : www.taychregganhotel.co.uk. Contact: Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk 

Tongabezi Lodge, Livingstone, Zambia 

Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia.  

Privately owned and run, Tongabezi offers luxury river and bush safari trips. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. 

Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
Press trips with von Essen hotels
· Lewtrenchard Manor, Devon Friday 9th July
· Cliveden House, Berkshire- Sunday 18th July 
 
von Essen hotels is owner of some of the most historic and iconic buildings in England, Scotland, Wales and France where history forms part of every guest experience. 

The hotels have been maintained and often refurbished whilst always retaining their historic characters. Throughout 2010 von Essen hotels is rolling out ‘Heritage Concierges’ at all properties, allowing guests to learn more and explore their hotels of choice through a dedicated member of staff. 

The first hotels to offer this innovative concept are the historic Cliveden House in Berkshire, Lewtrenchard Manor in Devon and Ston Easton Park in Somerset (see below for brief descriptions of each property).


On this occasion von Essen are unable to invite companions but will provide transfers to and from the hotel. As a guest of von Essen hotels your stay will be offered on a complimentary basis.                                

Cliveden
Cliveden is a grand Italianate mansion and home to three dukes, the Prince of Wales and the Astors, and has the Pavilion Spa, where John Profumo, British Secretary of State for War, met Christine Keeler for the first time-which sparked off their fateful affair in the 1960’s. 

www.clivedenhouse.co.uk 

Lewtrenchard Manor
Lewtrenchard Manor, a Jacobean manor located in a valley, close to Dartmoor, dates back to the early 1600’s and was mentioned in the Doomsday book. One of the bedrooms is still home to the original bed of Henrietta Maria, wife of Charles I. 

www.lewtrenchard.co.uk 

Ston Easton Park
Ston Easton Park in Somerset is surrounded by 36 acres of classical parkland designed by the 18th century landscape artist Humphry Repton. 

The house has the oldest surviving Print Room in England, dating back to 1754. The historic Edwardian Kitchen has also been preserved for guests to enjoy. 

Ston Easton is the only hotel in the world to cultivate loofahs in the Victorian glass houses where guests can pick their own come October. 

www.stoneaston.co.uk 
von Essen hotels will also be happy to hear from Alliance members interested in independent press trips on an ongoing basis.
Visit : www.vonessenhotels.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Newman at lucy.newman@brightergroup.com. 
 

Ker & Downey, Botswana 

Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, are committed to providing the highest quality wildlife and adventure safari experience.  

Their portfolio includes Shinde, Okuti and Kanana and specialist walking and traditional canoe (mokoro) safaris. 

Ker & Downey will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  
Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
	News


Crashpadder.com

Crashpadder.com is a peer-to-peer accommodation network offering a friendly, cheaper alternative to hotels in the form of hospitable locals' spare bedrooms. Hosts can use the additional income to cover the cost of their annual holiday or to pay the mortgage; common concerns during a recession! 

Visit : www.crasspadder.com. Contact : Stephen Rapoport stephen@crashpadder-press.co.uk. 

Royal Caribbean
Royal Caribbean International’s Allure of the Seas will have a 3D movie cinema when she launches in December 2010. The ship will alternate a Western Caribbean with an Eastern Caribbean seven-night itinerary from her home port of Port Everglades in Fort Lauderdale (Florida). 

Visit : www.AllureoftheSeas.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.Wright@Sirenpr.co.uk.

Centara Grand Beach Resort Phuket

Centara Hotels & Resorts is to open the Centara Grand Beach Resort Phuket in October 2010, a newly-built resort property at Karon Beach on the island of Phuket.
 


Visit : www.centarahotelsresorts.com Kanokros Sakdanares at  kanokrossa@chr.co.th
Hyatt Miami
Hyatt Hotels and Resorts has opened the Hyatt Miami at The Blue. The 17-acre hotel property in Doral, Fla. is adjacent to some of the most famous golf courses in the world and just minutes from Miami International Airport.

Visit : www.hyatt.com. Contact : Alexandra Allason at Alex@grifcopr.com. 
	Leads


Winter Park and the Fraser Valley, Colorado

Winter Park and the Fraser Valley, located in the Rocky Mountains just 65 miles west of Denver, hosts a variety of music events, including a jazz festival and free outdoor concerts during the vacation season writes Alliance member Beverly Burmeier. 

Visit : www.PlayWinterPark.com. Contact : Diane Ehlert at dehlert@playwinterpark.com.

Quintessentially Travel
Quintessentially Travel is a new  bespoke luxury tour operator providing exclusive travel including flights, private jets, transfers, hotels, restaurants and private tours.

It is part of Quintessentially, the global private members’ club and luxury lifestyle group.

Visit www.quintessentiallytravel.com. Contact: Jenny Graham at jenny.graham@quintessentiallytravel.com 
What’s Special About…Northumberland

North East broadcaster, historian and ex-listed buildings inspector John Grundy is the narrator for a series of audio car tours of Northumberland.  

Joining forces with new company ‘What’s Special About…Northumberland’, each CD contains information about where to look, stop and browse; where is good to walk and where to explore. 

 
CDs are also available online from the website or as a download for i-pods or MP3 players. 

Alliance members can request review CD’s.

Visit : www.whatsspecialabout.com. Contact : Lesley Gosling at lesleygoslingpr@btinternet.com. 

Belize
Belize in the Caribbean is located between Mexico to the north and Guatemala to the west and south and has direct flights from the USA and Canada.

The destination offers a land rich in natural beauty and steep in the history and culture of its Maya past.  

Known for having the second largest barrier reef in the world, Belize offers pristine waters, exotic marine and wildlife, lush unspoiled landscapes and diving.

Visit www.travelbelize.org. Contact : Patty Tazalla at ptazalla@bvk.com. 

Outer Hebrides, Scotland 

Explore’s four-day Outer Hebridean Hike walking tour takes in Europe’s most north-westerly corner. 

Based in the Scottish town of Stornoway, a fishing town below Lewis Castle, it takes in 40m waterfalls, weaving lessons using an old loom, deserted villages and the island of Great Bernera.

Visit : www.explore.co.uk. Contact : Richard Mellor at R.Mellor@travelpr.co.uk. 

One Ocean Expeditions
One Ocean Expeditions is a cruise company offering nature-based tours to the Arctic and Antarctica.  Their cruises focus on people, exceptional customer service and environmental values and features wildlife, photography and adventure.

Visit www.oneoceanexpeditions.com. Contact: Debra Taylor art debra@toucanmoon.com. 
Alpine Elements

Alpine Elements is an independent holiday company specialising in affordable summer activity, ski and snowboard breaks in a wide variety of chalets and hotels in premium French, Austrian and Italian resorts. 

Visit : www.alpineelements.co.uk. Contact : Emma Forbes at alpineelements@bottlepr.co.uk
Kaya Mawa, Likoma Island, Malawi

Kaya Mawa, a luxury island lodge on Likoma Island, Malawi reopened in April with its restaurant, bars, rooms and houses renovated.  

Visit : www.kayamawa.com. Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
Photography tour to Bhutan 

Former National Geographic photographer and Pulitzer Prize finalist Natalie Fobes leads a 12-day tour to Bhutan in September.

This is designed to take full advantage of photographing during harvest times (chili peppers and wheat) and cultural festivals (tsechus) while enjoying the Himalayas through explorations on foot and by car along the country's one main road. 

The tour group will receive personalized attention and feedback on photography both in the field and during evening talks. A Bhutanese guide, knowledgeable in local culture, history and religion, will accompany the group throughout.  

Visit : www.WanderlustAndLipstick.com. Contact
 : Beth Whitman
 at info@WanderlustAndLipstick.com. 
	The month ahead


Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

Bregenz Festival, Lake Constance, Bregenz, Austria

1 July 2010 to 22 August 2010 (annual, 64th)

Opera festival featuring a floating stage. Around 300,000 people attend.

Visit : www.bregenzerfestspiele.com. Contact : Axel Renner at info@bregenzerfestspiele.com.

Goodwood Festival Of Speed, Goodwood, West Sussex UK
02 July 2010 to 04 July 2010 (annual, 18th)

The largest event of its kind in the world. Features the Cartier Style et Luxe competition, the Forest Rally Stage and The Bonhams Sale of fine cars, exhibition and activity areas. Festival highlight is the hill climb competition, which takes place on a 1.16 mile course and sees cars climbing a steep and narrow estate road and heading to the top of the South Downs. 

Visit : www.goodwood.co.uk. Contact : Janet Bradley at speed@goodwood.co.uk.

Vienna Rainbow Parade, Austria

03 July 2010 (annual, 15th)

A procession of floats and DJs in Austrian version of the hugely popular Berlin Love Parade. Around 100,000 ravers attend.

Visit : www.hosiwien.at. Contact : Martina Glanzl at martina.glanzl@hosiwien.at.

The Henley Festiva,l Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire UK
07 July 2010 to 11 July 2010 (annual, 28th)

The fesival features riverside and floating stage performances of jazz, classical and operatic acts, firework displays, as well as visual arts, comedy and street theatre.

Event Intelligence

Visit : www.henley-festival.co.uk. Contact : Edith Barton Harvey at edith.barton-harvey@3-monkeys.co.uk.

North Sea Jazz Festival, Ahoy, Rotterdam, The Netherlands
09 July 2010 to 11 July 2010 (annual, 35th)

the festival features 200 performances from over 1200 musicians. Also includes workshops, Dutch Jazz Competition, an art exposition and the presentation of the Paul Acket Award. Billed as the biggest indoor jazz festival in the world. 

Visit : www.northseajazz.com. Contact : Marly Strik at info@northseajazz.nl.

Rainforest World Music Festival, Sarawak Cultural Village, Sarawak, Indonesia

09 July 2010 to 11 July 2010 (annual, 13th)

Bands from over 15 countries including the UK, Poland, Greece and Japan perform at a venue in the heart of the Borneo jungle. Also features workshops and lectures.

Visit : www.rainforestmusic-borneo.com. Contact : Letitia Samuel at letitia@sarawaktourism.com.

US National Hot Dog Day

12 July 2010 (annual)

The National Hot Dog and Sausage Council is a project of the American Meat Institute and is funded by contributions from hot dog and sausage manufacturers and services providers.

Visit : www.hot-dog.org. Contact : Tom Super at tsuper@meatami.com.

Scotiabank Caribana Festival, Toronto, Canada
14 July 2010 to 02 August 2010 (annual, 43rd)

Famous for its calypso dancing, steel pan drums and elaborate masquerade costumes. Also known as the Toronto Caribbean Carnival. 

Largest outdoor festival in North America. Highlights include the parade, which is one of the largest in North America, Caribbean music concerts, calypso harbour cruise parties, glamourous dances, King & Queen Of The Bands Competition and the two-day Olympic Island Caribbean Arts Festival. 

Visit : www.caribanafestival.com and www.caribanatoronto.com. Contact : Bobby Adore at info@gocaribana.com.
	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

PB Valley Estate Winery, Bangkok
The PB Valley Estate is located 150 km’s northeast of Bangkok and two hours from Bangkok Metropolis.

The estate is situated on the edge of the Khao Yai National Park within the Khao

Yai wine region.

Visiting the Khao Yai region is possible all year around as this mountainous region northeast of Bangkok is always a few degrees cooler than Bangkok. 

But similar to all of Thailand the best time for travelers is November to March which is the dry or ‘so called’ winter season.

Accommodation is available at seven cottages of different sizes.

Two restaurants the Great Hornbill Grill and the Ka Salong Restaurant provides guests with Western and Thai Specialties in great surroundings and beautiful views of the vineyards and/or over the valley and the mountains of the Khao Yai National Park.

Visit : www.pb-partners.com and www.khaoyaiwinery.com. Contact : Heribert Gaksch at hospitality@pb-partners.com. 

Swaziland
The Tourism Authority of the Royal Kingdom of Swaziland has appointed the Geo Group to market the country as a destination of choice to international tourists.
 
Squeezed between South Africa and Mozambique, Swaziland is less than an hour’s flight from Johannesburg and warrants more than and overnight stop en route to Kruger Park.

This small, land-locked kingdom has mountains and valleys, forests and plains as the landscape moves from the highveld in the west, through the central middleveld, to lowveld in the east. 


Nature Reserves and National Parks are spread across the country and there is no shortage of safari experiences. The Big Five can be seen in Swaziland, including walking safaris to view black rhino. With its varied landscapes, vegetation and habitats, the birdlife is truly outstanding.


The Reed Dance and Ncwala ceremonies are highlights of one of the richest cultures in the region. Colourful national dress and vibrant singing and dancing are part of daily life. As one of only three monarchies left in Africa, maintaining cultural traditions is important in Swaziland.
 
Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com. Contact : Kelly White at swaziland@geo-group.co.uk.

Other links : Swaziland Tourism Authority: www.welcometoswaziland.com; Hotels & Tourism Association of Swaziland: www.tourismswaziland.com;  Swaziland National Trust Commission: www.sntc.org.sz.

The Seafair Haven Festival, Pembrokshire, UK
The Seafair Haven Festival, Pembrokshire, UK (3-10 July) has on-water flotillas and shore-side events in a week-long event for sailors and spectators from all over Europe. 
The festival mirrors the atmosphere and success of similar maritime festivals in France with  
highlights of the week including visits from the oldest vessel, Greenlands II, built in 1895 on the Thames; the 1930s built Winfrith, which has made two journeys across the Atlantic in its lifetime; and Our Boys of Looe – a lugger fishing boat, one of the oldest surviving of its kind, built in 1904. 
More recent new-build classic boats are also represented, although one built in 1998 based on a 1920’s design, has been constructed from recycled parts – including bits of an old wardrobe.
 
Visit : www.seafairhaven.org.uk and www.visitpembrokeshire.com. Contact : Aimee Walsh at aimee-walsh@quadrant.uk.com.

Kenya and Tanzania, and Uganda
Eyes on Nature Expeditions runs long or short tour packages within Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania.

Promoted as the ‘True African Bush’ there are no wineries, no marinas - just wildlife.
The company’s safaris take visitors into villages they would not otherwise be able to see - from the Samburu in the north (cousin to the Maasai), to the Maasai in the south at the foot of Mt. Kilimanjaro, to the Kamba tribe who are in a faming community. 

The tours also visit rural schools, homes and farms.

Visit :  www.eyesonnatureexpeditions.com. Contact Steve Natureman at lecden_2005@yahoo.com
Moab Adventure Center, Utah
 
The Moab Adventure Center, which creates opportunities for visitors to explore the Arches and Canyonlands National Parks in Utah is offering hot air balloon flights. 
 
Established in 2004, the Moab Adventure Center serves active travelers with half, full, and multi-day 

adventure programs including  Moab rafting,  Hummer safaris, Arches National Park Tours, 

canyoneering, mountain biking, Colorado River jetboat tours, horseback riding and hot air balloon 

rides. 

The Adventure Center also offers lodging and Jeep rentals.

Moab, Utah, is a desert area adorned with giant sandstone formations, canyon mazes, and 

thousands of natural arches. Several national and state parks are accessible from Moab.

Vsit : www.moabadventurecenter.com. Contact : Sara Widness  at sara@widnesspr.com.

Club Med
Celebrating its 60th anniversary, Club Med now has more than 80 resorts in flung destinations worldwide, including resorts in the Maldives, Mauritius, Dominican Republic, Mexico, Thailand, Malaysia and Bali.  
These include the recently refurbished Punta Cana resort, in the Dominican Republic in 2009, an upgraded La Pointe aux Canonniers resort in Mauritius in 2008 and La Plantation d’Albion Club Med, the brand’s very first five trident property in Mauritius in 2007.   
The most recent development in December 2009, has been the opening of an exclusive, 5 Trident Luxury Space in the popular Val d’Isere ski resort, created to offer a more up-market product for guests.  This Luxury Space is now open in Club Med Punta Cana in Dominican Republic and will soon be introduced to Club Med Kani in the Maldives and Club Med Cancun in Mexico.
During 2010, Club Med will launch resorts in China, as well as 40 luxury villas in Mauritius alongside one of its flagship five trident resorts, La Plantation d’Albion Club Med. 
Visit www.clubmed.co.uk. Contact : Lois Kettlewell at Lois.Kettlewell@fourcommunications.com.

Quintessentially, South Africa
Quintessentially, the luxury lifestyle group and concierge service, has put together a list of where to be seen this summer in South Africa.
Top restaurants in Johannesburg:

· Signature : one of the most exciting new fashionable restaurants in Sandton, offering a unique mix of exclusivity, flexibility, sophistication and design.

· Westcliff, La Belle Terasse  : set on a hilltop overlooking the zoological gardens and forested areas of Johannesburg with panoramic views.

· Pigalles : Pigalle-Sandton is the place to be, the benchmark in urban chic dining.

 

And Cape Town:

· Signal : draws on influence from the many cultures and nations that have called upon this region during its history.

· 12 Apostles :  if ever a location and its 5 star cuisine were in harmony, it’s here.

· Jardine : founded upon the contemporary European techniques and South Africa’s finest seasonal produce.

 

For the kids

· Johannesburg Zoo : home to 2070 animals and 365 different species.

 

· Gold Reef City Theme Park : a whole host of white knuckle rides, tours and adventures. 

 

To escape it all :

· Delaire Graff Estate : Situated on the highest crest of the Helshoogte Mountain Pass linking the Cape’s two leading wine districts – Stellenbosch and Franschhoek- the Delaire Graff Estate has one of the leading restaurants and boutique hotels in this vineyard region.

Visit : cwww.quintessentially.com. Contact: Jessica Bennetts at jessica.bennetts@quintessentially.com.
	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Long Beach, Mauritius
Long Beach, the new Sun Resorts hotel development on the Belle Mare Peninsula, on the east coast of Mauritius, opens in December 2010.

Long Beach is an upbeat 5* urban beach resort with a beachfront 700 metres long and 40 metres wide. 

Previously home of Le Coco Beach Hotel, the whole site has been re-developed in two phases after the hotel’s closure and pulling down in June 2009. 

The adjacent lagoon, is rich in underwater fauna, which makes for fine snorkelling and water sports.

Sun Resorts currently owns the 5* Luxury Le Touessrok, 5* Sugar Beach and 4* La Pirogue in Mauritius and the 5* Kanuhura in the Maldives,.

Visit : www.sunresortshotels.com. Contact : Mark Oakland at Mark@thisismission.com.

Triple Creek Ranch, Montana
The Triple Creek Ranch is a Relais & Châteaux member property and an Orvis-endorsed fly-fishing lodge and resort.  

Set against a backdrop of the Montana Rockies, accommodation is in 23 luxury log cabins with all meals, snacks and beverages (including hearty breakfasts and multi-course candlelit gourmet dinners with house wines and cocktails) included.  

Guests to Triple Creek Ranch in Montana will have new ways to hone or show off their fishing and riding skills with the new Selway/Bitterroot Fly-Fishing Package and the Horseback Adventure Package.  

Visit : www.triplecreekranch.com. Contact : Meryl Pearlstein at meryl@mdppublicity.com. 

Sonista Hotels

The Sonesta Collection of hotels, resorts and cruise ships offers upscale accommodations to in select locations throughout the world.

The Barranquilla, Colombia 

Sonesta has opened its newest hotel – and second hotel in Colombia - the 126-room Sonesta Hotel Barranquilla.  

The Royal Sonesta, Boston  

Royal Sonesta Hotel Boston is located on the banks of the Charles River, and good for exploring the city by foot, boat, bicycle, car or trolley.  

The Sonesta Hotel Orlando Downtown
The Sonesta Hotel Orlando Downtown now offers an 18-hole golf for two package with Dubsdread Country Club.  The hotel features a rooftop Olympic-size swimming pool, hot tub and pool deck with views of the city.

The Coconut Grove, Miami

The Sonesta Bayfront Hotel Coconut Grove is a boutique style hotel In the heart of Coconut Grove offering views overlooking Biscayne Bay and downtown Miami. 

The Taba, Egypt
The Sonesta Beach Resort Taba is located on Egypt's famed "Riviera," the Gulf of Aqaba. 

The Valledupar, Colombia

Valledupar is well known for being the cradle of Vallenato music, representative of the Colombian culture; resulting from the fusion of three different cultures. The “caja vallenata” (used by the African slaves and brought by the Europeans), the “guacharaca” (used by Indigenous people) and the accordion (originally from Europe) are Vallenato´s traditional instruments. 

Visit : www.sonesta.com. Contact : Lorie Juliano at medianews@sonesta.com. 

The Vale Resort, Hensol, Wales

The Vale Resort at Hensol, Wales has received maximum points in an AA review, to add to its AA rosette for its Vale Grill restaurant.

The Vale Resort is situated in over 650 acres of Welsh countryside and comprises a 143 bedroom 4 star hotel, 2 championship golf courses, Wales largest spa and sporting and leisure facilities.
It was named the UK’s Best Large Family Friendly Hotel at the Hotel Excellence Awards 2010.

Visit : www.vale-hotel.com/media. Contact : Lydia Whitfield at  lydia@lamont-pr.co.uk. 

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 


Partners

The Moroccan Tourist board
The Moroccan Tourist board for UK and Ireland is responsible for promoting Morocco as a holiday destination.

Visit : www.morocco-tourism.org.uk. Contact : Ali Elkasmi at director@morocco-tourism.org.uk. 

Tourism Whistler
Canada
Tourism Whistler is the member-based marketing and sales organization representing Whistler, operating the Whistler Conference Centre, Whistler Golf Club, Whistler Visitor Centre, as well as 1.800.WHISTLER and whistler.com – Whistler’s official source for visitor bookings and information. 

As the convention and visitors bureau for the Resort Municipality of Whistler, Tourism Whistler represents more than 7,000 members who own, manage and operate properties or businesses on resort lands including hotels, restaurants, activity operators and retail shops.

Visit : www.tourismwhistler.com. Contact :Breton Murphy at bmurphy@tourismwhistler.com 
. 

Hidden Pousadas Brazil
Hidden Pousadas Brazil is an extraordinary guide to uniquely beautiful and undiscovered places to stay in Brazil: pousadas, eco-lodges, guesthouses, B&Bs and Boutique hotels

Visit : www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com. Contact : Alison McGowan at alison@hiddenpousadasbrazil.com


Ixtapan Spa Hotel and Golf Resort
Ixtapan Spa Hotel and Golf Resort, located in the foothills of the Sierra Madre Mountains, Mexico is one of the most affordable health resorts in the world, famous for value quality, spa cuisine and emphasis on women's needs and low single prices.

Visit : www.spamexico.com. Contact : PhyllisStoller at phyllisnycity@gmail.com. 

Peckforton Castle, Cheshire, UK 

Peckforton Castle is a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle. It’s set on a hill above the rolling Cheshire plain, within protected woodland inhabited by wildlife.

Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com. 




BikeHike Adventures, Canada
Visit : www.bikehike.com. Anny Chih at anny@bikehike.com


BikeHike Adventures is an award winning travel company specializing in small group multi-sport adventures in Central, South and North America, Asia, Africa, Europe, and Oceania.

Pipilas Travel, Greece
Pipilas Travel specialize in tailor made and theme holidays in the island of Corfu, Greece.

Visit : www.pipilastravel.com. Contact : Spiros Salvanos at info@pipilastravel.com.

Agencies

Madigan Pratt
Tranquility Bay Antigua, Antigua’s only all-suite resort, has selected Madigan Pratt & Associates to market the resort.

Antigua’s only all-suite resort, Tranquility Bay Antigua offers an exceptional value for memorable vacations with family and friends. 

There is room for everyone in the resort’s 64 spacious one- and two-bedroom suites, all with full kitchens and large balconies. Just steps away from the suites are calm blue seas, a long white sand beach, spectacular sunsets and an abundance of activities.

Madigan Pratt & Associates is a customer relationship marketing agency specializing in hospitality, hotels and luxury services.

Visit www.tranquilitybayantigua.com and www.MadiganPratt.com. Contact: Julie Harper, at julie@madiganpratt.com. 

Heady Communications
Heady Communications has been appointed to handle the Public Relations for the Kulm Hotel St Moritz and Grand Hotel Kronenhof, Pontresina, two of the most elegant properties located in Switzerland’s Engadine valley.  

The Kulm Hotel St Moritz

The Kulm Hotel St Moritz, the resort’s opened in 1856 and became popular for summer spa and painting holidays.

The owner of the Kulm Hotel, Johannes Badrutt, initiated winter holidays to St Moritz from 1864, when he laid a bet with his last departing summer guests that the local weather was so good they could sun themselves on the hotel’s terrace even in deep December; if not, he would cover the cost of their vacation himself. 

He won the bet and within two years, the hotel was fully booked with guests staying for the entire winter season.  .

It is a member of The Leading Hotels of the World.

Grand Hotel Kronenhof
Sister hotel Grand Hotel Kronenhof is located in Pontresina, six miles from St Moritz, offering the chance to enjoy the glitz of St Moritz, while staying in a peaceful mountain village.  

Grand Hotel Kronenhof opened in the first half of the 19th century as a guesthouse. 

It was awarded the title of Gault Millau Hotel of the Year in 2009.

Visit : www.kulmhotel-stmoritz.ch and www.Grand-Hotel-Kronenhof.com. Contact : Sue Heady at sue@headycommunications.com. 
	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp, a luxurious tented camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia, offering walking safaris, game drives, canoeing, boat trips and fishing - will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four departments boasting historic chateaux, walking & cycling routes, a variety of sports and superb natural scenery and of Champagne, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.comContact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com or on 0208 614 1448.

· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.saillofts.co.uk. Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Louise Woodward at louise@lucre.co.uk or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities through the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.bikethewhites.com. Contact: Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

	Travel products 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Magellan's

Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding. The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful products. 

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk, Contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.

The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

 
Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Heather Carswell at heather.carswell@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Brynony  Cole at bryony.cole@lonelyplanet.com.au.
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

	The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance 

www.itwalliance.com
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides information and support to who travel to write, edit broadcast or create images.
 
The Alliance reaches and influences professional travel journalists through :

· the bi-monthly Alliance bulletin 

· Alliance alerts providing specific information on destinations or travel pursuits

· Destination dossiers, providing detailed media briefings 

· Destination networking events 

· planning and managing individual and group press trips and travel writer symposiums, and  

· staging professional development workshops 
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	AllWays 

www.allwaystraveller.com 

AllWays is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance, which allows Alliance embers to get their features and images to travelers worldwide.
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