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	Issue 79 : August 2010     :    www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Ongoing initiatives

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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  The International Travel Writers Alliance
	


	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency. 

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Sailing New Zealand and the South Seas on a tall ship

Alliance members are invited to apply for a berth aboard the Tall Ship Søren Larsen for a rare opportunity to capture adventure aboard a traditional square rigger.  

Søren Larsen is a large wooden square rigger 145 ft long, 25ft 6 ins wide, 98 ft high masts, 19th century brigantine rig

It is one of the most magnificently restored and adapted Tall Ships still sailing in worldwide survey and is one of the most illustrious wooden vessels of her type in the world.

New Zealand

Auckland is home port for the Søren Larsen Soren Larsen over summer (November to April) and the Hauraki Gulf and Bay of Islands offer idyllic sailing.  

Participation is part of the experience on board. Be involved, both sailors and non sailors alike thrill to haul on the sheets or take the helm. 

There’s the chance of a short voyage to the Bay of Islands or a day sail in the Hauraki Gulf.   

Watch dolphins in the bow waves, hike on islands and remote beaches. Graceful and romantic Tall Ship sailing rekindles a bygone era of discovery and exploration.  

The South Seas 

The Søren Larsen moves to the South Paciffic (May to October) sailing from from Tonga to Fiji and beyond. 

Cruise through remote islands rarely visited that can only visited by sea. 

Visit : www.sorenlarsen.co.nz. Contact : Geraldine McManus at geraldine@mcmanus.co.nz. 

Owners Direct 

Owners Direct specialises in advertising 33,000 privately owned villas, apartments, chalets, farmhouses and cottages direct from the owner. 

These range from Fincas in Spain to traditional Riads in Morocco and beach villas in Koh Samui, 

Owners direct will be happy to consider arranging accommodation for Alliance members at any of its listed properties.
Visit : www.ownersdirect.co.uk. Contact : Catherine Warrilow at catherine@publicityoxford.com. 

Lake Eyre, South Australia 

Following last year’s spectacular sight as floodwaters filled the once dormant Lake Eyre in South Australia ), the remarkable natural phenomenon is occurring for a second consecutive year and should last for another three or four months

At 15 metres below sea level and Australia’s lowest point, Lake Eyre has only filled to the brim three times in the last 150 years.

In 2000 the world’s largest salt lake became half full, a rare wonder which was mirrored last year when floodwaters flowed along the normally dormant creeks and rivers to breathe life into the dry lake once more.

The 2009 Lake Eyre flood peaked at 1.5 metres deep in late May, a quarter of its maximum recorded depth of 6 metres. 

Heavy rains in Queensland and New South Wales over Christmas and New Year coupled with good summer rains in the South Australian Outback this year have led to a repeat of the phenomenon. 

One result of this extraordinary event is prolific birdlife returning to the vast inland sea.

Visit : www.southaustralia.com. To discuss media visits contact: Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk. 

Mozartfest, Bath UK

The Bath Mozartfest (12 to 20 November 2010), which celebrates its 20th anniversary this year, is one of the UK’s premier classical music festivals set against the backdrop of this Georgian City.

Most of the concerts are staged in the city’s guildhall and Assembly Rooms with a performance of Monteverdi’s Vespro della Beata Vergine in Bath Abbey in celebration of the 400th anniversary of its first performance.

While focusing on Motzart, the festival also includes works by other composers including Brahms and J S Bach.

Visit : www.bathmozartfest.org.uk. Alliance members interested in visiting Bath during the festival should contact : Julie Peacock at julie@peacockpr.com.

Cloud Road 
Cloud Road, John Harrison’s journey through the Inca heartland is published by Parthian in paperback original on 5t August 2010.

In writing the book, John took five months travelling from the heat of the Equator to the magical city of Machu Picchu. He followed the great spine road of the Inca Empire: the Camino Real, or Royal Road, from the Equator to Cuzco. 

Built over 500 years ago, the road crosses the most difficult and dangerous mountains in all the Americas, diving into sweltering canyons and soaring into the snows.

For review copies contact Anwen Hooson at anwen@riotcommunications.com.
Holidaylettings

Holidaylettings offers a selection of properties around the world in city, rural and beach locations.

These include villas, resort apartments, gites and farmhouses, cottages, barn and chapel conversions, city breaks, rural getaways or beach breaks. 

Holidaylettings will be pleased to consider providing accommodation at any of its listed properties.

Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.

Press trips to Malta

The island of Malta is a southern European archipelago situated centrally in the Mediterranean. It lies south of Sicily, east of Tunisia with the Strait of Gibraltar to the west and Alexandria to the east.

Malta is inviting Alliance members to consider press trips to the island at any of the following events :

The Try Dive trip 

23 to 27 September 
 

Malta was recently voted the best scuba diving location in Europe by Dive Magazine and this press trip is for journalists looking to complete their PADI course. 

 

Those attending will also need to be available for a weekend in August/September for their theory test in London

 

The Rolex Middle Sea Race 

16 to 23 October 2010

The Rolex Middle Sea Race is one of the oldest and toughest offshore racing Classics, which  takes the fleet on a 606-mile journey from Malta's historic Grand Harbour around the Italian island of Sicily and back. 

Over 40 seasoned sailors will race in boats from the world's top designers, braving demanding conditions. 

The press trip runs from Thursday 21 to Monday 25 October
Visit www.rolexmiddlesearace.com 

 

Bizet’s Carmen at the Aurora

October 2010 

Following the successful staging of Aïda at Gozo’s Aurora Theatre last October, Georges Bizet’s Carmen will be the major opera production for October 2010. 

Visit : www.visitmalta.com. For these and other press trip opportunities contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com. 

Abode Manchester 

Alliance members are invited to visit and review Abode Manchester and sample the Michael Caines Fine Dining Restaurant on a complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast basis for review?

ABode Manchester is a luxury hotel in a former Victorian cotton merchant's warehouse in the heart of the city. Abode also has hotels in Exeter, Glasgow, Canterbury, Chester and Chelsea, London. 

Visit : www.abodehotels.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson or Su Hesketh at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk. 
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 


Partners

International Expeditions
International Expeditions has spent 30 years in the Amazon. 

Amazon voyage

It’s flagship, 10-day Amazon Voyage sails deep into the jungle, covering more than 600 miles along the Amazon, Ucayali and Marañón Rivers of Peru. 

With only 28-passengers on La Amatista, this river cruise lends itself to an intimate atmosphere and individualized attention – not to mention an authentic exploration feel that you just won’t get on luxury river cruisers popping up in the region.  

Travelers become acquainted with ribereño (river people) culture on multiple visits to local villages, homes and schools. In addition to naturalist-guided wildlife excursions, highlights include dug-out canoe trips, piranha fishing, nighttime jungle hikes, and nightly entertainment during happy hour with the multi-talented crew. 

 

Galapagos Islands

Nature enthusiasts looking at adventurous options in “island hopping” can take advantage of International Expeditions Galapagos Islands voyage aboard the 32-guest yacht Evolution.  

This tour includes naturalist-guided explorations of nine islands in the enchanted archipelago; daily hikes, educational programming and kayaking; and even snorkeling with sea lions, penguins and shark. Seven nights aboard the Evolution allows travelers to explore outlying Genovesa (Tower) Island, where larger ships are prohibited.  

Genovesa is one of the last completely pristine islands in the archipelago, and plays host to short-eared owls, tiny storm petrels and red-footed boobies.  

 

Visit : www.IEtravel.com. Contact : Emily Harley at eharley@ietravel.com.
Absolutely Amazing Travel, Amazing Adventure Tours and Amazing Running Tours

Sue Ruldoph is a certified Kiwi Specialist, South Africa and Tanzania Specialist and a Certified Addventure Travel Specialist. She specialises in tours for runners to marathons worldwide, active Adventure Travel, and travel to Australia, New Zealand and Africa. Sue has been a runner for 30 years and an active adventure traveller and has a passion for creating amazing travel adventures for her clients.

Visit : www.amazingtravel.com. Contact : Sue Rudolph at sue@amazingtravel.com


River Valley, New Zealand

With three generations of guides, River Valley is one of the more experienced outdoor adventure operators in New Zealand.  The company provides rafting, horse back riding, guided hiking and Adventure Lodge experiences.

Visit : www.rivervalley.co.nz. Contact :Brian Megaw at brian@rivervalley.co.nz


Soaring Flamingo

Soaring Flamingo is a boutique tour operator offering trekking tours and safaris in Tanzania’s Northern Circuit, which takes visitors into some of Africa’s most famous national parks including the Serengeti National Park, Ngorongoro Crater and the famed climbing of Mount Kilimanjaro – and brings them closer to Africa’s stunning nature and culture. 

The company combines safaris including lesser known but not less attractive national parks with exciting trekking tours, for example in Arusha National Park. O

They also focus on Tanzania’s culture through, for example, a trekking tour through the Ngorongoro Highlands where the Maasai still maintain their traditional way of life or on a specially designed trip visiting various tribes and modern towns.

 
The company is entirely run by experienced Tanzanian staff while the directors, two of them Tanzanian and one Swiss, provide strategic advice. 

Visit : www.soaringflamingo.com. Contact : Rolf Haudenschild at rolf@soaringflamingo.com.  

Guineafowl Guest Resort, South Africa

The Guineafowl Guest Resort is located on the outskirts of Albertinia town in the Western Cape province of South Africa. It is within travelling distance of all the popular destinations along the Garden Route.

Visit : www.guineafowlguestresort.ning.com. Contact : Hilton Doyle at hilton01@telkomsa.net. 

Agencies

Meritus Media

Meritus Media is a digital PR and social media agency that specializes in online media relations for travel, hospitality and food and beverage clients. 

Visit : www.meritusmedia.com. Contact : Sally Falkow at sally@meritusmedia.com
Brazen PR : Thomson al Fresco

Brazen PR are now handling Thomson Al Fresco  which offers high end, mobile holiday homes on 45 parcs in Spain, France, Italy, Croatia and Holland.


These are geared to family holidays with teenagers or tots and for younger or older couples who may want an active break or go somewhere cultural but want to stay in the outdoors. 


Brazen can arrange familiarity trips for Alliance members with a commission.

Visit : www.thomsonalfresco.co.uk. Contact : Emma Trimble at emmat@brazenpr.com. 

Widness & Wiggins PR

Widness & Wiggins PR offers an affordable, personalized media contact and communications strategy expressly designed for eco, adventure and active travel industry clients. 

Together, combining their lifelong careers in PR, marketing, and communications for tour operators, nonprofits, events and accommodations, Sara Widness and Dave Wiggins have built important relationships with top tier media and have delivered winning results to a wide range of clients. 

W&W excels in both traditional PR methods complimented by innovative social media and SEO techniques.

Visit : www.travelnewssource.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins at dave@travelnewssource.com. 

	News


Shakespeare’s Globe

Shakespeare’s Globe presents the world premiere of Nell Leyshon’s new play Bedlam, (between 5 September and 1 October 2010). 

The production is the Globe’s first ever staging of a known female playwright. 

Visit : www.shakespeares-globe.org. Contact : James Lever at James.L@shakespearesglobe.com. 
The Italian Travel Writing Awards
The Italian State Tourist Board has launched it’s fourth Travel Writing Awards (UK) with categories : 

        best newspaper article: daily or weekend issue, (including on-line articles) 
        best magazine article:  travel magazines, consumer magazines (travel section) or trade 

       publication, (including on-line articles)
        best travel photography as part of a travel article: newspaper or magazine

        best travel guide to Italy, Italian region/ area or city, and the 
        best overall newspaper or magazine for number and quality of articles on Italy.
The awards will be made at a gala evening in early 2011.

Contact : Stefania Gatta at stefania.gatta@enit.it.

The Backdoor travel writing competition 

The Backdoor travel writing competition for aspiring travel writers with a first prize of a seven night stay in South Africa, an internship with WHL Consulting and having their article published online.

WHL Consulting is a specialized sustainable development consulting firm, specialising in

market access for small-scale tourism industry enterprises. 

Make Travel Fair was established at the end of 2006 as an online platform to

communicate global issues associated with travel.

Visit : www.maketravelfair.co.uk/the-backdoor. Contact: Michelle Rodrigues at michelle@maketravelfair.com.

ScotRail

ScotRail has been named Public Transport Operator of the Year at the National Transport Awards.

Visit : www.firstgroup.co.uk. Contact : Iain Wilson at iain.wilson@firstgroup.co.uk. 

New Orleans 

Five years after Katrina, New Orleans ranked first in growth of the Top 25 US markets between January and May 2010 according to Smith Travel Research (STR), the organization that measures and reports on hotel performance nationally and internationally.

Visit : www.neworleanscvb.com. Contact : Kirsty Dillury at kirsty@ttmworld.co.uk.

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Elephant’s Nest, Dartmoor, UK 

Set within Dartmoor National Park, the 16th century Elephant’s Nest Inn on Dartmoor in Devon is one of only three pubs in Devon to feature in every edition of The Good Pub Guide since it began publication 27 years ago.

Visit : www.elephantsnest.co.uk. For media visits contact : Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independentpr.co.uk.

Waiheke Island, Auckland, New Zealand 
New Zealand’s leading outdoor sculpture exhibition, headland 2011, will showcase new contemporary sculptures along Waiheke’s spectacular coastal walkway from 28 January to 20 February 2011. 

The coastal exhibition walkway on Waiheke Island makes for one of the most spectacular settings for contemporary sculpture with a backdrop of huge horizons of sea, sky and the islands of the Hauraki Gulf.
Visit : www.sculptureonthegulf.co.nz. Contact : Geraldine O Sullivan Beere at geraldine@mcmanus.co.nz
Azamara Club Cruises
Azamara Club Cruises has introduced 13 land-tour itineraries that can be combined with its cruises. 

The two- to six-night escorted land adventures take in Rome, Athens, Buenos Aires, Cairo, Istanbul, Jordan and Israel, India, and China. 

Visit www.cruisingpower.co.uk  and www.azamaraclubcruises.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Rathbone at sarah.rathbone@sirenpr.co.uk.

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

Autumn events in Guernsey

Guernsey is a British Crown Dependency island in the English Channel off the coast of Normandy. 


Guernsey Autumn Walking Festival 

4 – 12 September 2010


The festival highlights the island’s hidden paths and walkways and explores the history of Guernsey with the help of accredited guides. 

There’s the Victor Hugo Trail for the hikers, the St Peter Port Trail to visit the island’s ‘capital’, the Ruettes Tranquilles to see granite farmhouses and ancient churches, nature trails and coastal walks to experience Guernsey’s rugged shores.

 
The 5th International Victor Hugo Music Festival 

20 –25 September 2010


Guernsey’s charming character, drawn from its French and English influences, provides the backdrop to the Victor Hugo International Music Festival, which features a line up of highly regarded international classical music acts. 

The biannual event takes its name from Guernsey’s best known resident who found respite here from his political foes for 15 years (some of the most productive of his life, including the publication of his great collection of poetry, Les Contemplations, the conclusion of Les Misérables, and the writing of Les Travailleurs de la Mer). 

Guernsey Autumn Floral Festival Week 

25 September – 3 October 2010


Throughout the week, dozens of activities are planned for lovers of gardening, including tours around various open gardens, walks, lectures and workshops.

 
Guernsey is connected to the UK with direct services with 13 airports (London Gatwick, London Stansted, Manchester, Birmingham, East Midlands, Norwich, Newcastle, Edinburgh, Belfast, Bristol, Exeter, Southampton and Plymouth) and three ports (Poole, Weymouth and Portsmouth).
 
Visit www.visitguernsey.com. Contact : Tom Panagos at tom@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

Sunset Strip Music Festival, Los Angeles, CA
26 to 28 August 2010 (annual, 3rd)

Pays tribute to icons who've made an impact on Sunset Strip. Venues in 2009 included Cat Club, House of Blues, Key Club, The Roxy Theatre, Viper Room and Whisky A Go-Go.

Visit : www.sunsetstripmusicfestival.com. Contact : Courtney Kemp at kemp@thesunsetstrip.com.

Venice Biennale: Venice International Film Festival, Italy

01 to 11 September 2010 (annual, 67th)

Part of the La Biennale series of historic festivals featuring around 20 international films in competition, themed selections of films not in competition and International Critics' Week. 

Visit : www.labiennale.org/en. Contact : foreignpress@labiennale.org. 

Peking to Paris Motor Challenge

11 September 2010 to 16 October 2010 (biennial)

Tiananmen Square, Beijing, People's Republic of China, to Place de la Concorde, Paris, France. Takes in the Great Wall of China, Gobi Desert, Outer Mongolia, Inner Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Siberia, Moscow, St Petersburg and Huy. Race ends with a parade into Paris and a celebration at the Continental la Grand Hotel.

World's first ever trans-continental motor marathon. Three categories of entry are Pioneer (cars produced prior to 1920), Vintageant (cars produced prior to 1940) and Classics (cars produced prior to 1960).

Visit : www.pekingparis.com. 

Oktoberfest - Munich, Germany
18 September 2010 to 03 October 2010 (annual, 177th)

Largest celebration of beer in the world sees over five million litres of beer consumed. Highlight is the Oktoberfest Costume and Riflemen's Parade.

Known by the locals as Die Wiesn and accompanied by a programme of events including a 7km procession of landlords and breweries, an open-air big band concert, the Official Tapping Of The Keg and the Oktoberfest Mass. 

Includes a funfair and 12 beer tents, most renowned of which is Käfers Wiesen Schänke, frequented by celebrities from Munich and around the world. 

Visit : www.muenchen.de. Contact : veranstaltungen.tam@muenchen.de. 

The Great Mohican Indian Pow-Wow, Loudonville, Ohio
17 and 19 September 2010

The Great Mohican Indian Pow-Wow will feature the “lord of the strings” and Woodland Indian programs in addition to powerful storytelling, the world champion hoop dancer, tomahawk throwing, and customary food, music, dancing and artisans. 

Visit www.mohicanpowwow.com. Contact : Christopher J. Snively at mohicamp@bright.net. 
The Angra Jazz Festival, the Azores  

1 to 4 October 2010

The Angra Jazz Festival takes place on the Azorean island of Terceira in the stone-paved town of Angra do Heroísmo, a Unesco World Heritage Site. Destination Portugal offers a seven night package during the festival. 
Visit : www.angrajazz.com and www.destination-portugal.co.uk. Contact : Emma McEnroe at emma@ktapr.com. 

Budapest Autumn Festival, Hungary 
8-17 October 2010
Budapest is known as a city of festivals and each season is celebrated with a cultural festival. 
The Budapest Autumn Festival, now one of Europe’s leading festivals with the focus on contemporary art and culture geared towards a younger audienc.

Visit www.bof.hu and www.gotohungary.co.uk. Contact : Ian McKee at ian@mccluskey.co.uk. 
Festivals in St. Petersburg and Clearwater, Florida
St. Petersburg and Clearwater, Florida holds the Guinness World Record for the most consecutive days of sunshine. 

In addition to 361 sunny days each year and 35 miles of white sand beaches, the destination provides cultural offerings through two-dozen art galleries including the Florida International Museum.

In addition major festivals over the next year include : 
 

Tangerine Bluesfest                                                                                         

26 September 2010

The second annual Bluesfest is a music festival featuring Tom Kats, blues legend Sterling Magee and the Harlem Blues band and the Art Harris and the Z-tones.

 

Oktoberfest Celebration                                                                                    
9 October 2010

The Grand Central District Association will host St. Petersburg’s first annual Oktoberfest. The beer street festival, for adults 21 and up, will feature beer tastings from local and regional craft breweries, live entertainment and food from local restaurants and vendors. 

 

Clearwater Jazz Holiday                                                                                   
14-17 October 2010

Now in its 31st year, the Clearwater Jazz Holiday is a world-class gathering of some of the greatest talent and greatest fans of jazz.

  

International Folk fair                                                                                       
March 2011

The St. Petersburg International Folk Fair celebrates the heritage, culture and traditions of ethnic groups from more than 40 countries.

 

Honda Grand Prix of St. Petersburg                                                                 
March 2011

The Grand Prix features an IndyCar Series race, an Indy Pro Series race and an American Le Mans Series race—all on the waterfront track in downtown St. Petersburg. In addition to the races, the three-day event includes concerts and family entertainment. 

 

Green Thumb Festival                                                                                      
April 2011

This two-day festival celebrates Earth Day and Arbor Day with environmental and horticultural exhibits, a flower show, entertainment, children’s programs and plant vendors. 

 

Mainsail Arts Festival                                                                                       
April 2011

Held as one of the country’s best fine arts shows, the two-day Mainsail Arts festival features a variety of artworks from ceramics, glass and sculpture to watercolor, jewelry and wood. The visual arts are complimented by culinary arts and activities for children. Artists who participate in the competition compete for $50,000 in prize money.

 

Pierfest                                                                                                            

April-May 2011

The two-day festival of extreme sports and rock music attracts visitors to St. Petersburg’s landmark pier. Pierfest brings together BMX bikers, skateboarders, inline skaters and wake boarders from throughout the southeast United States to compete and show off their skills. 

  

Tampa Bay Caribbean Carnival                                                                        

June 2011

Visitors experience the music and colors of Carnival in a two-day festival celebrating Caribbean culture. 

  

Miss Florida Pageant                                                                                       
July 2011

Pageant winners from cities all over the state gather for three nights of competition, evening gowns and talent performances leading to the crowing of the new Miss Florida. 

  

Sea Breeze Film Festival                                                                                  
23-25 July 2011 

The Sea Breeze Film Festival screens films of all lengths and genres from around the world. The independent film group Nomadic Tendencies brings a variety of films to the big screen of the Catherine Hickman Theatre. 

 

Visit : www.visitstpeteclearwater.com. Contact Mary Kalemkaryan mary.kalemkaryan@fleishmaneurope.com.

Falmouth Oyster Festival, Cornwall UK

The seaside town of Falmouth, Cornwall UK stages the annual Falmouth Oyster Festival from 14 to 17 October, showcasing the diversity and quality of Cornish seafood and produce.  

The festival is sponsored by St Michael’s Hotel & Spa and marks the start of the traditional oyster dredging season in Falmouth, home to the third deepest natural port in the world.  

St Michael’s Hotel & Spa offers exclusive packages for visitors during the Oyster Festival weekend, including the gourmet night with Valentine Warner. 

Visit : www.falmouthoysterfestival.co.uk and  www.stmichaelshotel.co.uk/oyster. Contact :  Sian Robbins at sian.robbins@visitcornwall.com (regarding the festival) and Fiona Smith at fiona.smith@octopus-publishing.co.uk (for the hotel).

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Uniworld River Cruises
Uniworld River Cruises offers over 500 departures on 35 itineraries sailing on 9 rivers in 16 countries throughout Europe, Egypt and China. 
Uniworld’s fleet has been designed and decorated by the Red Carnation Hotel Collection design team. 

Red Carnation is an award-winning five-star luxury boutique hotel collection and a sister company to Uniworld. 

Uniworld’s guests enjoy a boutique hotel-style experience onboard luxuriously appointed river cruise ships with five-star inclusions. 

With an average capacity of 134 guests and a ratio of one crew member to every three guests, Uniworld has been recognized as one of the world’s best small ship cruise lines in surveys published by both Conde Nast Traveler and Travel + Leisure. 

Visit : www.uniworldcruises.com and www.redcarnationhotels.com.  Contact : Ian Scott at ian@iscott.co.uk.

Ten of the top stories from VisitBritain

Turner Prize Finalists at the Tate

The work of the four finalists for the prestigious Turner Prize 2010 will be on display at Tate Britain in October. The Turner Prize was established in 1984 and is widely recognised as one of the most important and prestigious awards for the visual arts in Europe.

Visit : www.tate.org.uk. Contact: Selina Jones at pressoffice@tate.org.uk.

Exhibition to honour Jimi Hendrix

A new exhibition exploring the London life, music, performances and legacy of Jimi Hendrix opens on 25 August at Handel House Museum in central London.

Hendrix in Britain commemorates the 40th anniversary of Hendrix’s death on 18 September 1970. 

The exhibition features exhibits rarely seen or never before displayed in the UK, plus many images, film clips and music tracing his rise to fame, his songwriting craft, his guitar playing and his lasting impact on music and popular culture. 

Visit : www.handelhouse.org. Contact: Michael Barrett at mb@thepressoffice.uk.com.

The Great North Run 

The world’s biggest half marathon, with 54,000 runners, takes place in September in the north-east of England. This will be the 30th time the Bupa Great North Run has been run in the Newcastle Gateshead area. 

Visit  : www.greatrun.org. Contact: Lynsey Stephenson at Lynsey.stephenson@nova-international.com. 

An ancient Scottish abbey opens for visitors

This summer visitors to Scotland’s Palace of Holyroodhouse in Edinburgh will be able to tour the ruins of Holyrood Abbey as part of their visit.

King David I of Scotland founded the Abbey in 1128 when, according to legend, he saw a vision of a stag with a cross glowing between its antlers. 

The abbey contained royal chambers for the sovereign and by the 15th century, when Edinburgh became the capital of Scotland, the monarch preferred to stay at the abbey rather than at the castle. James IV (1488–1513) converted these royal lodgings into a palace.

Visit : www.royalcollection.org.uk. Contact: Rachel Woollen at rachel.woollen@royalcollection.org.uk. 

Cathedral will house a huge sculpture show

The UK’s largest exhibition of sculpture in 20 years comes to Gloucester Cathedral in September.

The exhibition, called The Crucible, will contain more than 70 sculptures created in the last 50 years, including pieces by some of Britain’s best-known artists such as Lynn Chadwick, Damien Hirst, Antony Gormley and Sir Eduardo Paolozzi, as well as works by internationally famous sculptors.

Visit: www.crucible2010.co.uk and www.gloucestercathedral.org.uk. Contact : Bairbre Lloyd at blloyd@gloucestercathedral.org.uk. 

The London Jazz Festival

Veteran saxophonist Sonny Rollins will celebrate his 80th birthday with a concert at the London Jazz Festival this November.

Now in its 18th year, the London Jazz Festival in association with BBC Radio 3 is the capital’s biggest pan-city music festival.

Visit : www.londonjazzfestival.org.uk. Contact: Sally Reeves at sallyreeves@btinternet.com.

The Pre-Raphaelites come to Oxford

Britain’s oldest public museum – possibly the oldest museum in the world – launches a major art exhibition of the Pre-Raphaelites and Italy in September.

The Ashmolean in Oxford will bring together more than 140 pictures, from its own Pre-Raphaelite collection and with loans from museums and private collections from around the UK and abroad. Some of the pictures will be displayed in Britain for the first time.

Visit : www.ashmolean.org. Contact: Susie Gault at susie.gault@ashmus.ox.ac.uk. 

Conker World Championships

The 2010 World Conker Championships will be held at New Lodge Fields near Oundle in Northamptonshire in October.

Teams from around the world will gather to compete in the peculiarly English sport of conkers. A ‘conker’ is the nut of the horse chestnut tree, threaded on to a piece of string. The aim of the game is simply to smash your opponent’s conker (the name may derive from ‘conquer’).

The World Conker Championships have been held in this area for over 40 years and now attract more than 300 contestants, in men’s, ladies’, junior and team competitions. 

Visit : www.worldconkerchampionships.com. 

Visit : www.media.visitbritain.com. Contact : epressandpr@visitbritain.org. 

Namibia

Named after the Namib, the world’s oldest desert, Namibia is a country of contrasts, known for its vast open landscapes, many national parks and game reserves.

These include the white saltpans of Etosha National Park; the red dunes at Sossusvlei; beaches along the Skeleton Coast and the wilderness of Kunene. 

Wilderness Safaris and Safari Adventure operate camps throughout Namibia including :  

Serra Cafema Camp – Kunene

Situated in one of the harshest environments on the planet, Serra Cafema is one of the most remote camps in southern Africa. 

The camp has just 8 canvas and thatched chalets with elevated wooden decks. Activities include birding, walking, carefully guided quad-bike excursions and game drives that tread lightly on the dunes. 

In this isolated region, the Himba people continue their nomadic way of life and are happy to offer guests the opportunity to learn about their lifestyle and traditions. 

 Little Kulala – Sossusvlei

A desert retreat situated among camel thorn trees on the dry Auab riverbed in Kulala Wilderness Reserve. 

The 11 thatched villas merge impeccably into the timeless desert landscape and feature innovative bleached decks each with a private plunge pool. Varied activities, including nature drives and walks, provide awe-inspiring views of desert-adapted wildlife and plants. A balloon safari offers a unique experience soaring silently above the desert. 

Desert Rhino Camp – Kunene

Desert Rhino Camp offers the possibility of seeing some of the largest free-ranging population of desert-adapted black rhino in Africa. 

The camp, set in a wide valley sometimes lush with grass, has 8 large Meru-style tents with en-suite bathrooms. 

Activities include rhino tracking on foot or by vehicle with Save the Rhino Trust trackers. The camp is run in conjunction with Save the Rhino Trust - an NGO responsible for the conservation of black rhino in the area.

Ongava Tented Camp – Etosha

Situated in a hidden valley at the foot of a dolomite hill in Ongava Game Reserve, bordering Etosha National Park, the camp features 8 large Meru-style tents.

The camp’s main area fronts onto a much-frequented waterhole. Guests can watch the wildlife at the waterhole from the relaxing bar area or while sitting beside the swimming pool. Activities include game drives in Etosha, guided walks and birding.

Visit: www.wilderness-safaris.com and www.safariadventurecompany.com. Contact : Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com. 

Rail Europe 

Those crossing the English Channel this summer for a break in France can take advantage of savings of up to 80% on first class rail travel to destinations throughout France.
 

Fares from Paris to a range of popular French destinations now start at just £18 for a one way journey between Paris and Reims or Champagne.

 

The popular holiday spots of Nice, Monaco, Marseille, Cannes and Montpellier can be reached for only £28.50 one way on high speed TGV services from Paris. 

Alternatively, for longer journeys, overnight trains are also included in the offer, with fares starting at £49 one way per person to destinations including Nice, Cannes, Biarritz and Perpignan for travel in a 4-berth couchette.

 

Visit www.raileurope.co.uk Contact Amanda Monroe at amonroe@raileurope.co.uk.

 

Sport in South Africa
When a South African team wins, a cacophony of hooting, cheering, banging of dustbin lids, trumpeting on cow horns and fireworks reverberates across the largest cities. 

When the Springboks won the Rugby World Cup on home soil in 1995, Nelson Mandela donned the No 6 shirt of the team's captain, Francois Pienaar, a white Afrikaner - and the two embraced in a spontaneous gesture of racial reconciliation.

The major sports in which South Africa excels are the British games of rugby and cricket. But it is football - or soccer, as it is universally called here - that has won the hearts of South Africa's black majority. 

Soccer is intensely followed, and the quality of the local game keeps improving - as is demonstrated by the increasing number of South African players-in-exile among the glamorous European clubs.

The 2010 Fifa World Cup also provided a wonderful spectacle for the country and the whole world.

South Africa also offers some of the world's toughest endurance races, including the Comrades Marathon (raced between coastal Durban and mountainous Pietermaritzburg) and the Two Oceans Marathon, which is run through the mountains around Cape Town.

Both races draw tens of thousands of competitors from all over the world, every year. 

There are also canoe marathons, of which the king is the Dusi in Kwa-Zulu Natal, with its rapids, rocky hills and other discomforts including snakes.

The mountains offer hiking, rock climbing, hang gliding and bird watching. 

Those parts of the great outdoors that are slightly flatter will allow you, for example, to ride bicycles, motorbikes or 4x4s through miles of mud and dirt.

There is fishing and sailing, hot air ballooning and gliding, horse riding, bungee jumping over large ravines, and big game hunting. 

Finally, South Africa, has over 100 top golf courses.

Destination South Africa

The Alliance has produced Destination South Africa, a detailed media dossier for the country. 

Copies from Ashley@itwalliance.com. 
Visit : www.southafrica.net. Alliance members who are interested in South Africa and the chance to visit the country to produce features and images should contact Ntsiki Mpulo at ntsiki@uk.southafrica.net
	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Club Med Sinai Bay, Egypt 

A Club Med resort on the shores of the Aqaba Gulf, Egypt opens in December. 

Located on the shores of one of the most splendid beaches in the Aqaba Gulf and boasting 550 metres of private beach, the newly built resort has been designed by Didier Lefort who also designed Club Med La Palmeraie in Marrakech, using locally-sourced materials, in a style which perfectly blends in with the surroundings.  

Easy access to Mount Sinai, the Coloured Canyon and Petra in Jordan means that Sinai Bay is the ideal base to explore the region as well as enjoy the fabulous underwater life of the Red Sea.  

Visit www.clubmed.co.u. Contact : Lois Kettlewell at lois.kettlewell@fourcommunications.com
Healing Hotels of the World
Healing Hotels of the World, founded in 2007, currently represents 50 properties across all five continents.   Members include:

Asia

· COMO Shambhala Estate, Bali, Indonesia

· Uma Paro, Bhutan

· Ananda in the Himalayas, India

· The Banjaran Hotsprings Retreat, Malaysia

· Mandarin Oriental Dhara Dhevi,Thailand

· Anantara Si Kao Resort & Spa, Thailand

· Six Senses Phuket, Thailand

· Chiva Som, Thailand; Kamalaya, Thailand

· The Farm, Philippines

The Americas

· Parrot Cay, Turks and Caicos

· Rosewood Mayakobà

· Mexico

· Rancho la Puerta Fitness Resort & Spa, Mexico

· Tabacón Grand Spa Thermal Resort, Costa Rica

· The Sullivan Estate & Spa Retreat, Hawaii

· Jade Mountain, Antigua

· Hermitage Bay, Antigua

Australia

· Gaia Retreat and Spa, New South Wales

· The Lyall Hotel and Spa, Victoria

· Peppers Springs Retreat & Spa

· Pinctada Cable Beach Resort & Spa

· Lake House, Victoria 

Europe

· Alpine Palace New Balance Luxus Resort, Austria

· Lanserhof, Austria

· Liebes Rot-Fluh, Austria

· Villa Astra, Croatia

· Ayii Anargyri Natural Healing Spa Resort, Cyprus

· La Clairèrie Bio & Spahotel, France

· Dorint Hotel-Park Ambiance, Germany

· Gut Klostermuhle, Germany

· Adler Dolomiti Spa & Sport Resort, Italy

· AROSEA Life Balance Hotel, Italy

· Bagni di Pisa Natural Spa Resort, Italy

· Engel Spa & Resort, Italy

· Fonteverde Natural Spa Resort, Italy

· Lefay Resort & Spa Lago di Garda, Italy

· Petriolo Spa & Resort, Italy; Villa Eden, Italy

Indian Ocean

· Frégate Island Private, Seychelles

· Shanti Ananda Mauritius 

Middle East

· Evason Ma’In Hot Springs & Six Senses Spa, Jordan

Visit www.healinghotelsoftheworld.com. Press trips contact : Sue Heady at sue@headycommunications.com. 

Tabacón Grand Spa, Costa Rica

The Tabacón Grand Spa Thermal Resort in Arenal, Costa Rica, has achieved the Luxury Eco Certification Standard , becoming the first luxury hotel in the country and the second luxury hotel in the world to pass the intensive desk audit and on-site inspections required for certification. 

The 100% carbon neutral resort has a rainforest-set spa and views of the “live” Arenal volcano. 

Visit : www.tabacon.com. Contact : Meryl Pearlstein at meryl@mdppublicity.com.

Autumn foliage in Switzerland

The Grand Hotel Kronenhof in Pontresina is located in the heavily wooded Upper Engadine Valley in south-east Switzerland.
 

The Engadine, protected by high Alpine mountains on all sides, is famous for its sunny climate and  landscapes.

Engadine in local Romantsch dialect means The Garden of the Inn River, and it is a good European destination to witness autumn colours.

Visits to the Engadine at this time of year are particularly popular among hikers and artists due to the light in the valley.

Visit : www.kronenhof.com. Contact : Sue Heady at sue@headycommunications.com.

Continental Hotel Zara, Budapest
The historical Continental Hotel that opened in 1910 as part of the Hungaria Baths, which were established in 1827 as the third largest spa complex in Budapest,  has reopened as the 4* superior Continental Hotel Zara.

This is the second hotel of the Zara Hotels in Budapest, following the boutique Hotel Zara that opened in 2006.
 
The hotel combines art nouveau style with modern contemporary design and features the largest roof-top wellness and fitness centre in Budapest. 
Visit www.continentalhotelzara.com. Contact : Ian McKee at ian@mccluskey.co.uk.
Kempinski Nile Hotel

The Kempinski Nile Hotel has opened in Cairo in Garden City district of overlooking the banks of the river Nile. 

The boutique property has 137 rooms and 54 suites with private balconies and views over the Nile. 

Visit : www.kempinski.com/cairo. Contact : Sophie Furness at sophie@grifcopr.com. 

Park Hyatt Aviara Resort, California

The Park Hyatt Aviara Resort has opened in Carlsbad, California, just north of San Diego.

Designed in the Spanish colonial style, the 205 acre resort is located on the northern shore of the Batiquitos Lagoon, which is one of California’s most precious, untouched wetlands with more than 130 species of birds and 24 varieties of flowering plants.

 

Visit www.parkaviara.hyatt.com. Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com. 

The Dorchester Collection
The Dorchester Collection manages the collection of some of the world’s foremost five-star luxury hotels in Europe and the USA. 

The current portfolio is owned and managed by Dorchester Collection:

 

· The Dorchester in London

· The Beverly Hills Hotel in Beverly Hills

· Le Meurice in Paris

· Hotel Plaza Athénée in Paris

· Hotel Principe di Savoia in Milan

· The New York Palace in New York

· Hotel Bel-Air in Los Angeles (closed until 2011 for renovations)

· Coworth Park, Berkshire, UK (Opening 2010)

· 45 Park Lane, London (Opening 2011)

 

Visit : www.dorchestercollection.com. Contact: Sophie sophie.d@peretti.com. 
	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa,  Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com and www.daltmurada.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp, a luxurious tented camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia, offering walking safaris, game drives, canoeing, boat trips and fishing - will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four departments boasting historic chateaux, walking & cycling routes, a variety of sports and superb natural scenery and of Champagne, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.comContact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com or on 0208 614 1448.

· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Louise Woodward at louise@lucre.co.uk or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities through the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.bikethewhites.com. Contact: Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

	Travel products 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Magellan's

Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding. The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful products. 

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk, Contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.

The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.
Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Brynony  Cole at bryony.cole@lonelyplanet.com.au.
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance 

www.itwalliance.com
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides information and support to who travel to write, edit broadcast or create images.
 
The Alliance reaches and influences professional travel journalists through :

· the bi-monthly Alliance bulletin 

· Alliance alerts providing specific information on destinations or travel pursuits

· Destination dossiers, providing detailed media briefings 

· Destination networking events 

· planning and managing individual and group press trips and travel writer symposiums, and  

· staging professional development workshops 
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	AllWays 

www.allwaystraveller.com 

AllWays is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance, which allows Alliance embers to get their features and images to travelers worldwide.
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