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The Alliance

bulletin


	Issue 79 : mid-August 2010 : www.itwalliance.com 


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Ongoing initiatives

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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  The International Travel Writers Alliance
	


	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

The Oitavos, Portugal
The 5-star Oitavos resort, which opens on 1 September, is located 20 minutes west of Lisbon overlooking the West Atlantic coastline will welcome requests to review from Alliance members. 

Set within the Sintra Cascais National Park it will be the first luxury hotel developed on the Quinta da Marinha Original estate. 

The contemporary hotel is set amongst sand dunes and pine trees and is adjacent to the Arthur Hills-designed Oitavos Dunes golf course, ranked 88th in the top 100 courses in the world by Golf Magazine. 

Visit : www.theoitavos.com Contact Victoria Elms at victoria.e@peretti.com/jackie.m@peretti.com

South Africa

South Africa is a country that ticks many boxes in terms of location, climate, and value for money and diversity of experiences – such as five-star accommodation in the African bushveld. 

As a young democracy, South Africa is a tourism destination providing holiday experiences formed on a backbone of a rich and diverse collection of languages, culture and race. 

Located at the southern tip of Africa with 2,798 of coastline on the Atlantic and Indian oceans, South Africa offers breath-taking views, sandy beaches, and sport and adventure in the great outdoors. 

The Alliance had produced Destination South Africa, with South African Tourism, a detailed media resource for South Africa.

South African Tourism’s role is to market and promote South Africa's scenic beauty, diverse wildlife, kaleidoscope of cultures and heritages, the great outdoors, sport and adventure opportunities, eco-tourism and conference facilities.

Visit : www.southafrica.net. Contact : Ntsiki Mpulo at ntsiki@uk.southafrica.net. For Destination South Africa contact : Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com.  

Middlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire 

Middlethorpe Hall & Spa would be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. 

Middlethorpe is one of the three Historic House Hotels of the National Trust and is situated just outside York City Centre in 20 acres of beautiful parkland. 

Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

Hôtel de la Paix, Siem Reap, Cambodia

The Arts Lounge at Siem Reap’s renowned Hôtel de la Paix will host the Asia debut of Fragments, a collection of sculptural works by renowned artist Blake (23 September to 3 November 2010). 

Located in the heart of Siem Reap, close to the cultural and historic heart of Cambodia, the Hôtel de la Paix is a luxury boutique hotel within easy reach of colourful markets and vibrant nightlife.

It is also just a few kilometres from the breathtaking temple complexes of Angkor Wat, often referred to as the eighth wonder of the world and recognised as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  

Inspired by landmine survivors, the Fragments exhibition will raise vital funds for mine clearance and survivor support in Cambodia - where up to six million landmines are thought to have been laid during three decades of civil war. 

With Indochina one of the most heavily mined regions in the world, the exhibition at Hôtel de la Paix’s Arts Lounge brings Fragments to its spiritual home for the first time. 

Each of the 15 powerful bronze works is named after a type of landmine, and the collection is an emphatic denial of the glorification of war and commentary on the tragically destructive side of man. 

Thirty per cent of sales prices will be donated to the Siem Reap-based NGO Cambodian Self Help Demining, founded by former child soldier Aki Ra, and will be used to help some of the 40,000 people in Cambodia thought to have lost limbs to landmines. 

Visit : www.ativahospitality.com. To discuss press trip opportunities contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanor@bacall.net. 

Best Western, UK
Best Western is inviting Alliance members to review its hotels including :

Best Western Bolholt Country Park Hotel, Bury

The Bolholt Country Park Hotel is set on the outskirts of Manchester, within 50 acres of beautiful Parkland.

Best Western Knight’s Hill Hotel, King’s Lynn

Set within its own elegant, walled gardens, this former farmhouse boasts its own health and leisure club, plus two onsite country pubs to choose from. 

Best Western has over 270 hotels in its group nationwide from historic castles to magnificent mansions. Independently owned and offering a personal service all hotels are dedicated to making your trip away extra special. 

Press trips can be arranged for Alliance members to any of the hotels in the Best western group.

Visit : www.bestwestern.co.uk. Contact Natalie at Natalie@brazenpr.com.

Hidden Pousadas, Brazil  
 
Hidden Pousadas Brazil is an online guide to uniquely beautiful and affordable places to stay in Brazil. 

The site offers a selection of the best, handpicked pousadas in some of Brazil’s most wonderful off the beaten track locations: including eco-lodges, guesthouses, inns, bed & breakfasts and boutique hotels.
The word ‘pousada’, literally means ‘a place to stay’ in Portuguese, and the concept has been around for over 50 years, describing independent Eco-lodges, Inns, Hotels and Bed and Breakfasts each with their own individual style. 

Locations include :

Rio de Janeiro
São Paulo

Alagoas
Minas Gerais
Maranhão
Bahia
Rio Grande do Norte
Amazonas
Santa Catarina
Rondonia
Ceará
Pernambuco

Visit: www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com.  To discuss press trips contact : Fola Odumosu at 
folario1@gmail.com.

Press trips : The Ixtapan Spa Hotel and Golf Resort, Mexico : 18 to 22 October 2010

The Ixtapan Spa Hotel and Golf Resort, which is located 65 miles SW of Mexico City and 35 miles from Toluca, Mexico in the mountain village of Ixtapan de la Sal, will be running two press trips in October 2010.

Visit : www.spamexico.com. Contact Phyllis Stoller at Phyllisnycity@gmail.com.

The Vale Resort, Hensol near Cardiff, South Wales 

The Vale Resort, Hensol near Cardiff, South Wales will be delighted to offer press trip facilities to Alliance members. 
 

The resort set in 650 acres of stunning parkland and was recently awarded top marks for a 4* hotel by the AA for its service, food and drink and quality of surroundings. 

There is a landscaped park, 15-acre lake and serpentine pond here.

The resort’s spa is the largest in Wales and its health and racquets Club is one of Wales’ premier health and fitness clubs. 

There is a unique development of 58 luxury apartments on site, built within the shell of the outbuildings of Hensol Castle, a 17th-century Gothic Grade I listed building.

Finally the resort is training home of the Welsh rugby team, Wales football team, Cardiff City FC and Cardiff Blues. 

 

Visit : www.vale-hotel.com. Contact : Lydia Whitfield at lydia@lamont-pr.co.uk. 
Golfing press trips in Tees Valley, UK

Visit Lees Valley is offering Alliance members the chance to visit Tees Valley and experience its stunning golf courses. 

Nestled between North Yorkshire and County Durham, Tees Valley is a patchwork of vibrant towns, picturesque villages, gorgeous countryside and exhilarating coastal destinations. 

A press trip would include complimentary accommodation in 3/4/5 star hotels, all meals, travel, and golf. In return for feature article. 

Tees Valley is promoted as the jewel in the crown of North East England

Two and half hours from London Tees Valley has stunning countryside and beautiful coastline, dotted with USGA championship standard courses, greens and fairways on cliff tops, and one of Europe’s most challenging courses. 

Any golfer yet to discover Tees Valley’s courses is missing out on a truly distinctive experience. 

These include a USGA championship course, one of Europe’s most challenging courses designed by Marc Westenborg, the oldest links course in Yorkshire, the 10th oldest club in England, cliff top locations and memorable views of the Heritage Coast and Cleveland Hills.

Visit : www.visitteesvalley.co.uk. Contact : Sophie O'Mahony at sophie.omahony@coolbluebrand.com.

Michael Nyman Festival in Russia
Red Square PR is involved in organising Michael Nyman Festival in Russia in the Autumn and Winter of 2010 that involves a few concerts to accompany Dzigo Vertov, legendary Soviet film maker, films and video installations.

A press trip is to be organised in conjunction with the festival (dates to be confirmed) with travel and accommodation provided).

Contact : Aliona Muchinskaya at aliona@redsquarepr.com. 

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 


Partners

Orlando CVB

The Orlando CVB is the marketing organization responsible for positioning Orlando as the destination of choice for leisure and meetings business for the economic benefit of the Orlando region.

Visit : www.orlandocvb.com. Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@orlandocvb.com. 


Rare Holidays
Rare Holidays are an inbound tour operator with over two decades of experience in handling holidays tours which comprises leisure, cultural, adventure (Horse and Camel Safari, trekking and rafting), Indian Culinary tours, Medical treatment tours (India offers world class facility at one-third the cost compared to Europe and the Americas), Wildlife tours, Special interest tours etc.

Visit : www.rareholidays.com. Contact : Shantanu Roy Chowdhury at ceo@rareholidays.com
Soaring Flamingo

Soaring Flamingo is a tour operator running trekking tours and safaris in Northern Tanzania's national parks including the Serengeti National Park, the Ngorongoro Crater, and Mount Kilimanjaro. 

The company also provides safaris and trekking tours to lesser known but no less attractive spots including  the Ngorongoro Highlands to Oldoinyo Lengai, an active volcano.

Visit : www.soaringflamingo.com. Contact : Rolf Haudenschild at rolf@soaringflamingo.com
Sojourner

Sojourner provides discerning travelers with private, fully customizable family travel solutions through China and South East Asia.  Sojourner operates in China, Vietnam, Bhutan, Cambodia, Thailand, and Laos and is rapidly expanding to offer even more destinations. 

Visit : www.sojourner.com. Contact : Christopher Patti at Christopher@sojourner.com.cn.

Travel Sense Asia

Travel Sense Asia is a specialty travel company to Vietnam and South East Asia. The company runs custom-made private trip itineraries, using the very finest hotel accommodation and distinctive ground tour arrangements. 

These can include a short itinerary visiting Hanoi, Siemreap or Luang Prabang and staying at the finest/boutique hotels, or a few weeks exploring some of the remote corners in South East Asia.

Visit : www.travelsense.asia. Contact : Hien Cao at hiencao82@hotmail.com. 


Adventure Travel Life


Adventure Life Travel is run by Gabriel Del Rossi who has over 15 years of experience in the active travel field. He is a wine aficionado, and speaks four languages. 

He is also a certified ski instructor and cycling guide. Gabe's expertise runs from viewing the Tour de France along the route to organizing cooking and hiking trips in the Tuscan countryside

Visit : www.adventuretravellife.com. Contact : Gabriel Del Rossi at delrosga@gmail.com.

Great Wall Hiking

Great Wall Hiking is a responsible tour operator offering varied tours of trekking, walking and sleeping on the Great Wall near Beijing.

Visit : www.greatwallhiking.com. Contact : Gary Lee at travelchinagroup@gmail.com. 

maiden-voyage.com 

maiden-voyage.com is an award winning social network for professional women who travel. 

Unlike many of today's virtual networks, maiden-voyage.com facilitates women from around the world in meeting up whilst they are away on business travel perhaps for dinner or to explore a new city together. 

It was launched as an alternative to dull, lonely nights sitting in a hotel room or feeling uncomfortable dining alone in a restaurant. 

The emphasis is socialising and on safety for women travellers and we  work with and promote female friendly hotels. The organisation also works with individual hotels to help them better tailor their service and product to professional female guests.

Visit : www.maiden-voyage.com. Contact : Carolyn Pearson at carolyn@maiden-voyage.org.

Sceptre Tours 

Based in Lynbrook, New York, Sceptre Tours is a family-owned and operated company specialising in customised vacations and escorted tours to Ireland, Britain, and Italy as well as river cruises, golf tours, walking tours, activities and group programs.

A typical Sceptre Ireland itinerary includes stays at :

The Ritz-Carlton Powerscourt, County Wicklow, Ireland

The Ritz-Carlton Powerscourt, in County Wicklow is set amidst one of the most scenic and historic estates in Ireland. The 200-room resort showcases Palladian-style architecture and offers guests amenities, including two championship-calibre golf courses on the grounds, a 30,000-square-foot luxury spa by ESPA and a Gordon Ramsay signature restaurant.

Visit : www.ritzcarlton.com
Ashford Castle
Ashford Castle, named number 2 Resort in Europe by Conde Nast Traveler, dates back to 1228 when it was the estate of the Guinness family. Set on 350 acres in County Mayo along the shores of Lough Corrib and the River Cong, offering a spectacular backdrop of woodlands, river, and mountains, Ashford is renowned for its service, accommodations and wide range of outdoor activities.

Visit : www.ashford.ie
Lough Erne Resort
The five-star Lough Erne Resort is located outside Enniskillen in Fermanagh, Northern Ireland has views over Castle Hume Lough and The Faldo Championship Golf Course, each one exuding an elegant country house style that reflects a mixture of Old World heritage and New World luxury.

Visit : www.lougherneresort.com
Visit : www.sceptretours.com. Contact : Jane Coloccia at janecoloccia@gmail.com


Agencies

Grifco

Grifco is now handling the PR for the Huvafen Fushi, Maldives and Desert Palm, Dubai. 

Huvafen Fushi, Maldives 

Set within its own lagoon, Huvafen Fushi is a naturalist’s wonderland, where the stunning environment, both above and below the waterline, is an attraction in itself. 

Offering 44 contemporary bungalows and pavilions, each room type showcases its own distinctive design and either features direct access to the beach or is situated on tropical waters. 

Visit : www.huvafenfushimaldives.co.uk
Desert Palm, Dubai 

Set in the graceful, manicured gardens of a private polo estate, Desert Palm is a boutique, low-rise, property. 

Located just minutes from the centre of Dubai, it is a retreat offering four polo fields, riding school. Desert Palm is a refreshing, avant-garde contrast to the conventional flamboyance of the city’s latest skyscraping developments.

Visit : www.desertpalm.peraquum.com. 

To arrange a review of Huvafen Fushi or Desert Palm contact Kathryn Peel Kathryn@grifcopr.com. 

Geo Group

Geo Group provide representation, marketing, PR for the tourist industry working mainly in southern Africa for national tourist boards or marketing collectives (currently in Malawi and Swaziland). 

The company organises press/media visits, provides photography and general information for the media for publication.


Malawi


Malawi is a genuine hidden gem - a small yet beautiful, varied and welcoming country uncrowded with tourists. The Landscape, the Wildlife, the Lake and, of course, the People, combine to make this an amazing destination. The genuine smiles that greet all visitors really do make it the ‘Warm Heart of Africa’.
            

Neglected in the past simply because it was little known, Malawi is one of the safest and friendliest countries in all Africa, with a fascinating variety of sights and experiences on offer and an excellent tourist infrastructure. 

The national parks, stunning landscapes and huge Lake (a freshwater ‘sea’ surrounded by golden sand beaches) offer a massive variety of activities. Wildlife safaris are possible by 4x4, by boat or on foot; Lake Malawi offers all types of water sports (or just relaxing on a beach); and the highlands and forests are great places for trekking and mountain biking.


Visit : www.malawitourism.com. 


Swaziland 


Squeezed between South Africa and Mozambique, Swaziland is easily combined with its neighbours, but its varied attractions warrant much more than an overnight stop.

Rich culture, beautiful, varied scenery and great game viewing are all on offer in this compact, friendly and safe destination.


Colourful national dress and vibrant singing and dancing are part of daily life and traditions remain strong in what is one of only three monarchies, and one of the richest cultures left in Africa.


Stunning vistas of mountains and valleys, forests and plains are to be seen as the landscape moves from the highveld in the west to the lowveld in the east. Yet the whole country can be driven across in a matter of hours.


Parks and Reserves are spread across the country and Swaziland has The Big Five. Safari experiences include ones on foot to view black rhino. And the birdlife is truly outstanding.
Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com. 


Contact : Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

	News


Culturaldancing.com 

CulturalDancing.com, the newest dance tourism website, covers cultural dancing around the globe and provides travel resources to help you plan your trip there. 

There is a calendar of festivals, a dance forum to chat with other dancers and travellers (coming soon), and continuous coverage on all things cultural dance.

Visit : www.culturaldancing.com. Contact : Lori Henry at ms.lhenry@gmail.com.

Hand Picked Hotels’ 

Hand Picked Hotels’ is one of the top websites for the over-50s, according to research from UK Online Measurement Company (UKOM). 

Hand Picked Hotels is a collection of 17 country house hotels. 

The top ten sites visited by the over 50s were :

· RealAge 

· Flixxy 

· Saga 

· WA Shearings 

· Fifty Plus 

· FamilySearch 

· Hand Picked Hotels 

· Lurpak 

· JacquieLawson 

· Cruise.co.uk 

Visit : www.handpickedhotels.co.uk. Contact : Julie Giraud at Julie.Giraud@fourcommunications.com.

Cape Town
Cape Town has been named Africa’s Leading Destination at the World Travel Awards.

In recent years South Africa has also been voted :

· One of the World's Most Beautiful Cities – Forbes.com 20

· Best Destination – Virgin Holidays Responsible Tourism Awards 2009 

· World's Number Two City – Travel+Leisure magazine 2009 

· World's Best Entertainment/Lifestyle Destination – Luxury Travel Awards 2009 
· Best Tourism Investor City of the Year – AI Tourism Investor Awards 2009 
Visit : www.capetown.gov.za. Contact : mary@tourismleisure.com.

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Valleys of Eastern Bhutan
The Tourism Council of Bhutan has announced the opening of remote valleys of Eastern Bhutan - Merak and Sakten with a select group of travellers among the first to trek in this region by joining a tour with Wanderlust and Lipstick founder, Beth Whitman.

This trek will allow travellers to hike through villages populated with a unique cultural group of highlanders known as the Brokpa, and to experience firsthand the traditions and customs they have retained in this far-flung corner of Eastern Bhutan. 

Contact : Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

The National Trust for Scotland
The National Trust for Scotland has launched a new Travel Trade webpage, with key information and quick access to product details for Travel Trade customers.  
 

Visit : www.nts.org.uk/discover. Contact : Anne Edwards at aedwards@nts.org.uk. 

Celebrity Cruises

Celebrity Cruises has also introduced new Cruisetours in Australia, packaging a cruise with a land tour allowing holidaymakers to fully immerse themselves in the region’s natural beauty.
Visit : www.celebritycruises.co.uk. Contact : Stacey Stockwell at stacey.stockwell@sirenpr.co.uk. 
The Aeolian Islands, Italy  

September is a good time to visit Italy’s Aeolian Islands Real Holidays offers stays at the Villa Meligunis, a stylish collection of 18th century buildings with a rooftop pool and rooms overlooking the harbour below. From there, there’s the chance to sail to the rest of the archipelago for restorative mud baths on Vulcano and hikes up the rumbling flanks of Stromboli. 

Visit : www.realholidays.com. Contact : Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk.

Castle Sinclair Girnigoe, Scotland

Castle Sinclair Girnigoe, the only castle in Scotland to be listed by the World Monuments Fund on its Watch List of the 100 Most Endangered sites in the World, has reopened to the public following £700,000 of restoration works. 

 

Phase one of the project, which has taken 10 years to complete, has focused on preserving the outer ward of the castle which has been in a state of disrepair since 1680, while the remaining phases will see the preservation of the inner ward and Tower House. 
 

Visit: www.northhighlandsscotland.com and www.castlesinclairgirnigoe.org. Contact : Vicky Neill at Vicky.neill@robson-brown.co.uk.

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

Official Celebration of the Gunsmoke 55th Anniversary 

3 and 4 September 2010!   

The Dodge City Trail of Fame is staging the GUNSMOKE 55th Anniversary.

Guests for the event include many of the stars of the TV western series.

Visit: www.Gunsmoke55th.org. Contact : Derek Mackenzie-Hook at press@TravelKsOk.co.uk.

San Sebastian International Film Festival, Spain

17 September 2009 to 25 September 2010 (annual, 57th)

Also known as Semana Grande, the festival begins with the firing of a gun at the Basque seaside town of Donostia. Activities include concerts, dances and fireworks.

Visit : www.sansebastianfestival.com. Contact : Gemma Beltrán at press@sansebastianfestival.com.
Monaco Yacht Show 

22 to 25 September 2010 (annual, 20th)

Glamourous carbon-neutral event open to professional visitors and the general public. Features over 95 yachts worth a combined £810m.

Visit : www.monacoyachtshow.com. Contact : Johan Pizzardini at johan@monacoyachtshow.mc.

Galway International Oyster Festival, Republic of Ireland
22 to 26 September 2010 (annual, 56th)

Highlights include the World Oyster Opening Championship, at which 100,000 Galway oysters are washed down with large quantities of Guinness, plus live jazz performances and a gala ball.

Visit : www.galwayoysterfest.com. Contact : John Rabbitt at info@galwayoysterfest.com.

The Exmoor Food Festival, UK
2 to 10 October 

The 2010 Exmoor Food Festival, which will run over ten days from Saturday 2 to Sunday 10 October, will provide a showcase for local produce from a variety of independent food and drink producers based in the Exmoor area of Devon and Somerset, UK.

Visit www.exmoorfoodfestival.co.uk and www.exmoor.com. Contact : Pat Edgar, PR Matters at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com.

Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta, Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA

2 to 10 October 2010 (annual, 39th)

World's largest ballooning spectacle and also the largest annual international event of any type held in North America.

Billed as the most photographed event on earth. Includes mass ascensions, fireworks displays, rodeos and numerous races, with competitors hailing from 24 countries. 

Visit : www.balloonfiesta.com. Contact : Kathie Leyendecker at kleyendecker@balloonfiesta.com.

London Restaurant Festival
4 to 18 October 2010 (annual, 2nd)
The festival celebrates London restaurants and aims to raise profile of capital's top eateries. Over 1000 London restaurants participate. 

Visit : www.visitlondon.com/londonrestaurantfestival. Contact : Chloe Couchman at ccouchman@visitlondon.com.

Cervantino International Festival, Guanajuato, Mexico

13 to 31 October 2010 (annual, 38th)

Mexico's leading art and culture festival, first held in 1972 as a celebration of Spanish and Latin American culture, has since expanded to encompass a more global vision, with around 80 events and 36 countries participating.

Traditional events take place such as Mexican hat dancing and alfresco avant-garde performances. Also features theatre, music, art and street parties.

Event Intelligence

Visit : www.festivalcervantino.gob.mx and www.guanajuato.gob.mx. Contact : info@britishcouncil.org.mx. 

Autumn events in Iceland

Reykjavik Round – Up

2 to 5 September 2010


A four-day music series taking place in Reykjavik, in cooperation with Reykjavik International Film Festival (RIFF). 

Visit : www.rettir.is 



Reykjavik International Film Festival
23 September to 3 October 2010


Now in its sixth successful year, the Reykjavik International Film Festival aims to promote Iceland’s diverse film industry. During the festival, seminars and courses are offered introducing important local as well as foreign filmmakers and film specialists.


Visit : www.riff.is
  
Imagine Peace Tower 

9 October to 8 December, 2010


A work of art by Yoko Ono dedicated to the memory of John Lennon. A wishing well, from which a strong and tall tower of light emerges. Every year the Imagine Peace Tower emerges between Lennon's birthday and the day of his death. 

Visit : www.imaginepeace.com 

Iceland Airwaves

13 to 17 October, 2010 (annual 12th) 


This music festival is one of the premier international music festivals.

Visit : www.icelandairwaves.com.  

Unglist, Young Arts Festival, Reykjavík 

5- 13 November (annual) 


This annual festival in Reykjavík showcases an array of young Icelandic talent in the arts. The programme consists of music, design, fashion and photography reflecting current trends within the country.

Visit : www.visitreyjavik.is.  

 Visit : www.visiticeland.com. Contact : Clair Horwood at clair@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Independence, Missouri
Independence MO is best known a the place where thousands of pioneers began their journey west and the city President Harry S. Truman called home. 

Just east of Kansas City, it features sixteen heritage attractions, including the Harry S Truman Museum and Library, Truman home, Victorian mansions, pioneer and Civil War battlefields and world renown religious sites. 

The historic Square offers a variety of specialty shops and unique restaurants. 

There’s shopping, antiques, golf, walking trails, a family water park, nearly 200 restaurants, a variety of hotels, B &Bs, an in town RV park, a cutting edge Events Center (home to the Missouri Mavericks hockey team) and the largest public genealogy centre in the nation.

Travel writers may receive a night's lodging, lunch or dinner on the Square and complimentary admission to our attractions. 

Visit : www.visitindependence.com. Contact Janeen Aggen at janeena@sbcglobal.net.

Water based activities in Holland 

Water plays a vital part in the Dutch landscape with twenty six per cent of Holland situated below sea-level. The lowest point is Nieuwerkerk aan den Ijssel in Zuid Holland (6.7m below sea level) and the highest point can be found at Vaalserberg in Limburg (323m above sea-level).  

The three main rivers (the Rhine, the Maas and the Scheldt) enter Holland and branch out until they eventually reach the North Sea. Two provinces whose development and growth have largely been influenced by water are Friesland and Flevoland. 

The infrastructure in these regions is perfectly suited for sailing from one town to another, using scenic water routes.

Visit : www.holland.com Contact : Evelina Sugintaite at esugintaite@holland.com. 

Grand Canyon West 

Grand Canyon West has opened its new Welcome Center and Air Terminal

Grand Canyon West is a collection of viewpoints and attractions spread over 9000 acres of the Grand Canyon’s West Rim in Northwest Arizona and 120 miles east of Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Grand Canyon West is the only place in the Canyon where visitors can access a boat ride on the Colorado River via helicopter and is home to the Grand Canyon Skywalk, a glass walkway 4000 ft above the canyon floor. 

The site attractions are: 

· Guano Point, with panoramic canyon views and the historic guano mine tram

· Eagle Point, the location of the Grand Canyon Skywalk

· the Native American Village with authentic dwellings of multiple tribes, and 

· the Hualapai Ranch, a western town with cowboy entertainment, horseback riding, wagon rides and overnight cabins facing the Canyon rim. 

Hualapai River Runners, the only one-day whitewater raft trip through the Grand Canyon, operates March – October. 

Visit : www.grandcanyonwest.com  and www.hualapaitourism.com. Contact : Karen Luard at kp@KPcommunications.co.uk.

Wildlife and safaris in South Africa

The Big 5

The ‘Big 5’ refers to lion, leopard, rhino, elephant and buffalo – the animals, which were considered most dangerous to hunt are now sought out for photographing in their natural habitat.

First-time visitors looking for a Big 5 safari experience in South Africa will look to the Mpumalanga province and the Kruger National Park in particular.

These animals are also found on the private reserves in the Sabi Sand, Timbavati and Klaserie areas. 

www.krugerpark.co.za 

The Shamwari Private Game Reserve

The Shamwari Private Game Reserve in the malaria free Eastern Cape has been voted the best game reserve and conservation company in South Africa for 10 consecutive years.

Shamwari Game Reserve in South Africa is also home to two sanctuaries of the Born Free Foundation, which cares for lions and leopards that have been rescued from poor conditions in circuses or zoos around the world. 

www.shamwari.com 

Other safari options include : 

· Song and sound safaris : Song safaris include trips into the bush and the opportunity to take part in a workshop of singing and dancing and the chance to learn more about Africa’s choral tradition.

· Stargazing safaris : South Africa's skies are known for their stargazing opportunities. Many of the northern constellations can be seen low on the horizon in South Africa, but it is the southern hemisphere constellations that attract the most interest.

· Elephant-back safaris : Experiencing a safari from the back of a trained elephant.

· Photographic safaris : The chance to photograph some of the best game in the world professional photographers.

· Bush walking : awalking safari adventure in the natural beauty and wilderness of South Africa

· Bokpoort horse safaris  : Bokpoort Holiday Farm in the Free State offers horse safaris.

· Ostrich farming in Oudtshoorn  : Ostriches are farmed in Oudtshoorn in the Western Cape for their feathers, skin and lean meat.Ostrich farms also attract tourists to the area, anchoring an industry and providing employment. 

Destination South Africa

The Alliance has produced Destination South Africa, a detailed media dossier for the country. 

Copies from Ashley@itwalliance.com. 

Visit : www.southafrica.net. Alliance members who are interested in South Africa and the chance to visit the country to produce features and images should contact Ntsiki Mpulo at ntsiki@uk.southafrica.net.

Fall in Capital Region, USA 

The Capital Region USA (CRUSA) is a non-profit tourism coalition by, the Virginia Tourism Corporation, Destination DC and the Maryland Office of Tourism Development. 

Maryland Mountain experience 

The Catoctin Mountains of western Maryland form a 50-mile long section of the Blue Ridge Mountains and the hardwood trees that grow on their flanks create a wonderful array of stunning colours every autumn as the temperatures cool. 

Catoctin Mountain Park and Cunningham Falls State Park are the perfect places to walk amongst the trees and experience the change of season first hand.

Blue Ridge Parkway celebrates 75th Anniversary 

The Blue Ridge Mountains, a chain within the Appalachian Mountain range, continues south from Maryland down into Virginia. This is the home of the Shenandoah National Park and the Blue Ridge Parkway, a 469-mile route known as "America's Favourite Drive". 

The Parkway, which celebrates its 75th anniversary this year, is most vibrant in the autumn, when "leaf peepers" can marvel at the foliage's flaming hues of scarlet, gold and orange.

Harvest-time at Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, originally the home of George Washington, is a 30 minute drive from the centre of Washington, DC. 

During the autumn each year, a variety of events and festivals are staged including the Fall Wine Festival & Sunset Tours and Fall Harvest Family Days.

Visit : www.capitalregionusa.org. Contact : Lisa Cooper at Lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com. 

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Hospiz Hotels and Restaurants, Austria

The Hospiz Hotels & Restaurants group comprises three hotels and two restaurants: 

Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg

The 5-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg, is a member of the  “Preferred” hotel association and seat of the “Brotherhood of St. Christoph”, the oldest charitable organisation in the world.

It has three restaurants and the extraordinary wine cellar of the Brotherhood, which is over 600 years old. The hotel also has the Hospiz Sport + Spa

Hospiz Alm Hotel Residenzen

The 4-star boutique Hospiz Alm Hotel Residenzen is in the same area as the Arlberg Hospiz Hotel with 8 large, family-friendly suites. 

Hotel Goldener Berg
The 4-star superior Hotel Goldener Berg is situated amid the Arlberg mountains in Oberlech. 

The Hospiz-Alm in St. Christoph

The  Hospiz-Alm in St. Christoph restaurant has an impressive cellar of large-bottle Bordeaux wines which is amongst the most extensive and unique in Europe. It was the first wine cellar in the world to be awarded the Five-Star Diamond Award in December 2003.

The Alter Goldener Berg in Oberlech
The rustic “Gourmet restaurant”, the Alter Goldener Berg in Oberlech has a room dating back over 500 years, making it the oldest ski lodge in the region. The restaurant’s wine cellar, originating in 1432, is amongst the best sorted in Austria.

Visit : www.hospiz.com. Contact : Karen Luard at kp@KPcommunications.co.uk.

Tanjong Jara Resort, Malaysia
Tanjong Jara Resort on Peninsular Malaysia's east coast provides access to some of the finest diving and snorkelling in the world at Pulau Tenggol, one of Malaysia's most beautiful and serene islands in the South China Sea. 

From March to October, the deep waters of the Terengganu Marine Park come to life, offering a chance to experience  coral gardens and rare species of marine life. 

And with over 20 stunning dive sites surrounding Pulau Tenggol, the protected area provides an introduction to diving for beginners and a wealth of underwater opportunities for experienced divers,.

Pulau Tenggol is reached in just a 50-minute ride by the resort's speedboat. 

Visit www.ytlhotels.com. Contact : Lisa Low at lisa@ytl.com.sg. 

The Beverly Hills Hotel, California

Beverly Hills is known for its grand mansions and chic shops along Rodeo Drive. 

The city of Beverly Hills, however, has much more to offer, with art galleries, museums, fine restaurants, and an exciting nightlife.

Located in the heart of Beverly Hills within 12 acres of lush tropical gardens on world-famous Sunset Boulevard, The Beverly Hills Hotel offers privacy and tranquility in a true residential setting. 

Within easy access to the business and entertainment centers of Los Angeles, Century City, Rodeo Drive and many of the Hollywood studios, The Beverly Hills Hotel is 30 minutes away from Los Angeles International Airport.

The Beverly Hills Hotel is also close to the Golden Triangle, with Rodeo Drive running through the centre and bordered by Santa Monica Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard. 

Further attractions in Beverly Hills include Greystone Mansion and Park, The Museum of Television & Radio, and the Civic Center at Beverly Hills City Hall. 

Other hotels in the Dorchester collection includes :

The Dorchester in London

Le Meurice in Paris

Hôtel Plaza Athénée in Paris

Hotel Principe di Savoia in Milan

The New York Palace in New York

Hotel Bel-Air in Los Angeles

Coworth Park, Surrey, UK (Opening 2010)

45 Park Lane, London (Opening 2010)

Visit : www.dorchestercollection.com. Contact : Rosie O’Brien at rosie.o@peretti.com
The San Domenico Palace Hotel, Taormina, Sicily

The San Domenico Palace Hotel, Taormina, Sicily will be staging The Luxury of Taste during the weekend of 3 to 5 September, when luxury brand names will offering exclusive use and incentives to guests at the hotel.

Visit : www.exclusive-sicily.com. Contact : Claudia Messina at cmessina@amthotels.it.

Buccament Bay Resort St. Vincent and the Grenadines

The Buccament Bay Resort St. Vincent and the Grenadines, which opens in December December 2010, is ocated 100 miles west of Barbados.

The property is situated in an area popular with sailor and is abundant with spectacular coral reefs and an array of marine life for snorkelling and diving.

A feature of this property is the Harlequin Sports Academy that has been set up in association with Liverpool Football Club Soccer School and also features the Pat Cash Tennis Academy, offering state-of-the-art fitness facilities and coaching. 

Visit : www.itcclassics.co.uk. Contact : Emily Wilson at Emily@grifcopr.com. 

Amirandes, Grecotel Exclusive Resort, Crete
The Amirandes, Grecotel Exclusive Resort in Crete is located on the shores of the Mediterranean and surrounded by beautiful gardens, is a reconstruction of the sprawling palaces of Crete’s fabled Minoan kings. 

Visit : www.itcclassics.co.uk. Contact : Sophie Furness at Sophie@grifcopr.com. 

Spa by von Essen

von Essen hotels has launched Spa by von Essen with its first spa opening at Homewood Park hotel near Bath, Somerset UK.

Spa VertA, will be part of first London property which opens in September followed by the spa at Luxury Family Hotel, Woolley Grange in Wiltshire, also in September. The new spa at Mount Somerset, the very first hotel in the von Essen collection, located in Taunton, Somerset UK is due to launch in October and the spa at Congham Hall in Norfolk, in December. 

The Greenway spa, Cheltenham, will be the sixth project to complete, in January 2011 and a new spa development in the Cotswolds village of Lower Slaughter is due to launch in August 2011, serving two von Essen hotels in the village; Washbourne Court and Lower Slaughter Manor.

Visit: www.vonessenhotels.co.uk/spa. Contact : Lucy Newman at lucy.newman@brightergroup.com. 

The Romanos, Costa Navarino, Greece

The Romanos, a Luxury Collection Resort in Costa Navarino, Greece opened in June, amid lush olive groves in the Messinia region on Greece’s southwest Peloponnese coast.

As the first hotel to open in the new luxury destination of Costa Navarino, The Romanos will be part of a 130-hectare, mixed-use beachfront development called Navarino Dunes, the first of four major developments in Costa Navarino. 

Navarino Dunes will include the first signature golf course in Greece, a 4,000 square metre spa, various restaurants, lounge areas, retail and entertainment.

The Romanos is the first of two Starwood properties to open in Costa Navarino this summer. 

The Westin Resort, Costa Navarino opened on 1 July 2010.

In 2012, Starwood will introduce its W Hotels brand to Greece with the opening of W Athens, Astir Palace Beach. 

Visit : www.luxurycollection.com/romanos. Contact : Anna Whitaker at Anna.Whitaker@starwoodhotels.com. 

Tambo del Inka, Peru

The Tambo del Inka, Luxury Collection Resort & Spa has opened in Peru’s Sacred Valley.The hotel has views of the Andes and the Vilcanota River and its very own train station to facilitate trips to the legendary hilltop city of Machu Picchu.

Guests can choose from a variety of history and cultural tours, including exploring the vestiges of the Inca Empire and the living communities of their descendants, such as the Ollantaytambo ruins, the community of Chahuaytire (known for its expert weavers) and the town of Pisaq. 

Outdoor enthusiasts will also enjoy kayaking on Lake Piuray, biking along mountain roads, and perhaps exploring the Maras Salt Mines. 

Visit : www.luxurycollection.com/tambodelinka. Contact : Anna Whitaker at Anna.Whitaker@starwoodhotels.com. 

The St Raphael Resort, Cyprus
The island of Cyprus is a popular year round destination but with July and August temperatures of over 40 degrees, many prefer to wait until September when prices are are lower and the island is less crowded.

The 5-star St Raphael Resort is situated on the largest sandy beach in Limassol, a five minute drive to the resort town centre.

Specialist tour operator, Planet Holidays, offers seven nights All Inclusive at the 5-star St Raphael Resort.

Visit : www.raphael.com.cy and www.planet-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Lena Georgiou at lena@signaturepr.co.uk. 

The Langham, Hong Kong

The Langham, Hong Kong has reopened The Langham Club, which has been divided into 

seven separate rooms, each with its own distinct character and design.  

The Ante Room is the private check-in area and has been designed to welcome guests in a most stylish manner. Handmade chairs, sourced from a London based fashion designer, stand smartly in the entrance of this room.  Upholstered in Chanel-inspired tweed, they boast exquisite pleating and button details.  The sweeping floor length curtains, made from Savile Row suit fabric, are the final indulgent touch to this stylish room.

The Library has a wonderfully eccentric feel; from the entrance, a striking red leather door, to the wall-to-wall bookcases artfully displaying a selection of books on fashion, travel and historical Hong Kong.  It is however the stylish positioning of eight uniquely designed chairs, each one covered in a different fabric and texture, which gives The Library its charming, whimsical feel.  

The Lounge is the master room within The Langham Club and is the most opulent of all the rooms.  From the hand painted leather wallpaper in hues of gold and deep purple, to the Tiffany blue sofas and vibrant turquoise pouffes.  The Lounge is a truly enchanting wonderland for guests to escape to after a busy day in Hong Kong. 

The four remaining rooms are The Bureau, Butlers Pantry, The Salon and The Dining Room.  

Located on the 11th floor, The Langham Club is open from 6:30 am to 11:00 pm daily, serving breakfast, afternoon tea, evening cocktails and canapés.

Visit : www.hongkong.langhamhotels.com. Contact : Ian Mills at ian.mills@langhamhotels.com. 

Frégate Island Private, the Seychelles’
The Seychelles’ Frégate Island Private has created its ‘Bird’s Nest’, a secluded romantic lair in the treetops. Inspired by the island’s 140 species of rare tropical birds, the Bird’s Nest is an hideaway for couples to revel in their private tropical island odyssey.

Just off Grande Anse, one of Frégate’s seven beaches, a wooden staircase winds up around the trunk of a coconut tree, leading up to a hand-crafted, three square metre private platform discreetly camouflaged in palm leaves. 

Visit : www.fregate.com. Contact : Jodie Fenn at jodie@bacall.net. 

Triple Creek Ranch, Montana

Montana's Triple Creek Ranch has been voted the #1 inn in the Continental U.S. and Canada, and the #2 hotel overall in the 15th World’s Best Awards survey. The ranch is set in 600 acres of wooded hillside and open meadows bordered by the Bitterroot National Forest in three directions

Visit : www.triplecreekranch.com. Contact : Meryl Pearlstein at meryl@mdppublicity.com. 
	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland  and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa,  Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com and www.daltmurada.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp, a luxurious tented camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia, offering walking safaris, game drives, canoeing, boat trips and fishing - will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four departments boasting historic chateaux, walking & cycling routes, a variety of sports and superb natural scenery and of Champagne, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.comContact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com or on 0208 614 1448.

· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Louise Woodward at louise@lucre.co.uk or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities through the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.bikethewhites.com. Contact: Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Magellan's

Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding. The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful products. 

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk, Contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.

The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.
Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Brynony  Cole at bryony.cole@lonelyplanet.com.au.
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

	The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance 

www.itwalliance.com
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides information and support to who travel to write, edit broadcast or create images.
 
The Alliance reaches and influences professional travel journalists through :

· the bi-monthly Alliance bulletin 

· Alliance alerts providing specific information on destinations or travel pursuits

· Destination dossiers, providing detailed media briefings 

· Destination networking events 

· planning and managing individual and group press trips and travel writer symposiums, and  

· staging professional development workshops 
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	AllWays 

www.allwaystraveller.com 

AllWays is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance, which allows Alliance embers to get their features and images to travelers worldwide.
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