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	Issue 88 : January 2011:  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Ongoing initiatives

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency. 

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

The Sarojin, Thailand

The 56 boutique Sarojin, Thailand has been voted ‘Overall Winner’, and ‘Best Hotel in Thailand’, at the Thailand Green Awards 2010, run by Tourism Authority Thailand in association with responsibletravel.com. 

The Sarojin has launched a special “Taste of Thailand” package, offering guests a unique opportunity observe local Thai life and experience a taste of Thailand culture and way of life that cannot be found elsewhere. 
The newly created package allows guests to mix a five-star level of comfort with an interest in the local culture and the environment. It offers a range of exclusive tours to some of Thailand’s most rural areas, including: 

Visit: www.sarojin.com. For press trips to the Sarojin contact : Sarah Habicht at sarah@humewhitehead.co.uk.
Pound Ridge Golf Club, New York

Alliance members planning to visit New York City are invited to take a round of golf at Pound Ridge Golf Club, which is located 45 minutes north of the city in Westchester County. 

The course has hotel partnerships with Mandarin, Marriott, Ritz-Carlton and Hyatt. 

Visit : www.poundridgegolf.com. Contact : Shane Sharp at ssharp@buffalocommunications.com.

Boating on a Flotilla in the British Virgin Islands
Discover Boating, the national awareness program on behalf of the US recreational boating industry, invites Alliance members on assignment (and a guest) to join them for a flotilla in the British Virgin Islands to experience a variety of boating and sailing experiences in an idyllic setting. 

The focus of this flotilla is to provide a glimpse into why boaters are so passionate about the boating lifestyle via a live aboard chartering experience. 

Flotillas are the ultimate in social boating with a caravan of sail and motor yachts. Each boat will be staffed with a skipper to captain each boat throughout the journey.

 Explore somewhere new every day, visit secluded islands and experience the allure of the boating lifestyle. Daily activities include power boating, fishing, snorkeling, sailing, swimming, navigating the islands on inflatable boats and more. 

Visit www.DiscoverBoating.com. Contact Kelly Kaylor at kkaylor@nmma.org. 

Trigony House Hotel, Scotland  

Trigony House Hotel, Scotland will be happy to host Alliance members on assignment from a UK national or consumer publication or freelance members with a commission for a review visit. 

This 10-room country house hotel is situated in beautiful grounds, within four acres of stunning Scottish countryside and offers rural charm, roaring log fires, rustic, home grown food and first-class Scottish service. Perfect for a winter break, it offers a number of outdoor activities, from Land Rover safaris and falconry courses to vintage car hire and cycle tours. 

Visit : www.countryhousehotelscotland.com. Contact : Beth Kendal at beth@citruspr.co.uk.

Hidden Pousadas Brazil

Hidden Pousadas Brazil is a special collection of personally visited and recommended pousadas in Brazil’s most beautiful off the beaten track locations.

Accommodation includes eco-lodges, guesthouses, inns, bed & breakfasts and boutique hotels.

Hidden Pousadas Brazil is inviting journalists with commissions for Brazil, to stay at pousadas 

Accommodation can be arranged at all pousadas in the special collection availability permitting. To enjoy the best experience journalists are encouraged to plan trips outside high season, which is  March and July.
Visit : www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com. Contact Fola Odumosu at folario1@gmail.com.
Aqua Vista Hotels

Aqua Vista Hotels will be delighted to offer complimentary accommodation to Alliance members at all the groups hotels in Santorini, Greece.

These include : 

· Avant Garde Suites : www.avantgardesuites.com.

· Thermes Luxury Villas : www.thermesluxuryvillas.com
· Dreams Luxury Suites : www.dreamsluxurysuites.com 

· Aria Suites : www.ariasuites.com
· Adamant Suites Suites : www.adamantsuites.com
· Above Blue Suites : www.abovebluesuites.com
· Avianto Suites www.aviantosuites.com 

· Aqua Vatos Hotel www.acquavatos.com 

Visit : www.aquavistahotels.com. Contact : Eleni Koi at ek@reveal-greece.com.

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
The Frankfurt Tourist+Congress Board 

Frankfurt Tourist Board is promoting Frankfurt as a tourist destination within Germany and abroad. It provides information on hotels, attractions and provides Frankfurt Card and tour guides. Frankfurt-based, it welcomes travel journalists from all over the world, supports research on site and provides information, ideas for stories, pictures and contacts.
Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser moser@infofrankfurt.de

Nebraska Division of Travel & Tourism

The Nebraska Division of Travel & Tourism offers comprehensive information on Nebraska including the Nebraska Travel Guide, which can be viewed electronically at visitnebraska.gov. The Division’s podcasts and photo gallery will inspire you to discover all that Nebraska has to offer. And its e-newsletter will allow you stay up to date on the latest Nebraska travel news. 

Visit : www.visitnebraska.gov. Contact : Shannon Peterson at shannon.j.peterson@nebraska.gov


International Lodging Corporation

ILC is a reservation and marketing service for accommodations in Spain and Portugal. Visit : www.ilcweb.com. Contact : Chris Pappas at cpappas@ilcweb.com. 



Elite Rent a Car

Elite Rent a Car is the first European luxury car rental company for medium and short term rentals Found on 1987 from the ambitious project of a far-seeing Italian businesswoman, Ms Graziella Zanoletti, today Elite offers a wide and composite fleet of full-optional car models for any kind of need, either business or leisure. 

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Roberto Canedoli at roberto@eliterent.com 


	News


The Middle East & North Africa Travel Association

The Middle East & North Africa Travel Association (MENATA) intends to perform a similar role to other regional tourism bodies including PATA, the CTO and LATA, the respective travel associations for Pacific-Asia, the Caribbean and Latin America. 

Visit : www.menata.org. Contact : Peter Lilley at office@menata.org.

Kempinski Nile Hotel

Kempinski Nile Hotel has introduced the city’s first ottoman restaurant – Osmanly. Inspired by Egypt’s rich history with Turkey and the Ottoman Empire, guests will be able to taste freshly baked bread, meats and full flavoured fruits. 

Visit : www.kempinski.com/cairo. Contact : Emily Wilson at Emily@grifcopr.com
British Midland International (bmi)

British Midland International (bmi), has won Best Domestic Airline at the Scottish Passenger Agents’ Association Awards. 

bmi is the second largest airline at London Heathrow, from which it operates to Aberdeen; Addis Ababa; Almaty; Amman; Baku; Beirut; Belfast City; Berlin; Bishkek; Cairo; Damascus; Dammam; Dublin; Edinburgh; Freetown; Glasgow; Hanover; Jeddah; Khartoum; London Heathrow; Manchester; Moscow Domodedovo; Riyadh; Tbilisi; Tehran; Tripoli; Vienna and Yerevan.

bmi Regional operates to Aberdeen; Birmingham; Brussels; Copenhagen; East Midlands; Edinburgh; Esbjerg; Glasgow; Groningen; Leeds Bradford; Lyon; Manchester; Norwich; Zurich.


Visit : www.flybmi.com. Contact : Paul Charles at bmi@lewispr.com.

Jet2.com

Jet2.com the North UK’s leisure airline is now featuring ergonomically designed seating designed with the 95 percentile male in mind by a designer who is 6 ft 3. Each of Jet2.com’s Boeing 757 aircraft have already been refitted with the new seats, and the airline’s fleet of 737s are currently being refitted, with all to be completed by May 2011. 

Visit www.jet2.com. Contact : Rebecca Theodorou at Rebecca@lucre.co.uk. 
Suffolk Food & Drink

The UK county of Suffolk is promoting its food and drink producers, restaurants, festivals and farmers’ markets via a new marketing campaign by Choose Suffolk.

Suffolk Food & Drink – Experiences to Savour, will coincide with the annual ‘Suffolk’s Big Weekend’ in June.

Visit : www.choosesuffolk.com. Contact : Richard Ginger at Richard@choosesuffolk.com.
Qatar Airways

Qatar Airways has expanded its East African network with 12 additional flights across two capital cities – Nairobi and Dar Es Salaam.

Qatar Airways, the Doha-based airline, currently flies to 14 cities across Africa, including Alexandria, Algiers, Cairo, Luxor, Casablanca, Cape Town, Johannesburg, Khartoum, Lagos, Nairobi, Dar Es Salaam, Seychelles, Tripoli and Tunis.
Visit : visit www.qatarairways.com. Contact :  Nadya Willard at Nadya.Willard@brightergroup.com.

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Palawan harbors, the Philippines'

Palawan harbors, known over the world as the Philippines' last ecological frontier, comprises tracts of tropical rainforests, huge expanse of crystal waters, marine wilderness and white beaches.

Visit : www.asianapearlvision.com. Contact : Guy Louis Roger at guylouis@asianapearlvision.com. 

The Blue Train, South Africa

The Blue Train, one of the world’s luxury trains, has been operating since 1946. 

The most popular and frequently operated journey is a 27-hour one-way overnight journey in either direction between Cape Town and Pretoria that takes guests through the spectacular African landscapes. 

Visit : www.bluetrain.co.za. Contact : Kerri Eyre at kerri@ethosmarketing.co.uk.

The Wayfarers

The Wayfarers offers eco-sensitive walking holidays in 15 countries with 39 itineraries and 76 departure dates.  

Walks cover South Africa, Northern Ireland, Slovakia, Croatia, Czech Republic, France, England, Ireland, Wales, Scotland, Switzerland, Italy, France, New Zealand, Alaska, Maine and Southwest USA, and a barging/walk combination in Burgundy.  

The Wayfarers is also a member of Trusted Adventures.

Visit : www.thewayfarers.com and www.trustedadventures.com. Contact : Meryl Pearlstein at meryl@mdppublicity.com.

London walks

The Alfred Hitchcock Walk has partnered with London West End theatre production The 39 Steps offering participants on the walk discounts on theatre tickets.

 

London Street Markets Walk runs its annual Christmas Eve Day walk around 3 ancient London markets including Smithfield which hosts the traditional meat market auction.   

Contact : sandra shevey at sandra_shevey@yahoo.com.

von Essen hotels

von Essen hotels has added the Llangoed Hall Hotel in Brecon, Powys, Wales to its portfolio. 

Set in landscaped gardens and dating back to 1632, Llangoed Hall Hotel joins Michelin-starred Ynyshir Hall, as the Collection's second Welsh property. The von Essen hotels private collection now numbers 31 properties. 

Visit : www.vonessenhotels.com. Contact : Peter da Silva at peter.dasilva@vonessen.co.uk 

UTracks

European activity holiday specialist UTracks is adding 30 new trips to its brochure for 2011, including new destinations throughout Europe, from Sweden to Crete and from Rioja to Montenegro.

Visit www.UTracks.com. Contact : Tom Panagos at tom@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 
Conservancy Safaris Namibia
Conservancy Safaris Namibia, the first community owned safari operation in Namibia, has announced departure dates and rates for 2011 with a selection of tours of the North West Kunene region and brand new tour taking in Etosha and Caprivi.

Visit : www.kcs-namibia.com.na. Contact : Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independent-pr.co.uk.

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

  

The Renoir Project at Essoyes “Du côté de Renoir”  (Aube) 
Opens Jan 2011

A €2 million cultural project over the last three years has transformed Essoyes into ‘an artists’ village’.  
The sites include a bold new visitor centre focusing on the influence of Renoir's family on his work, his life and times, with interactive medi00a and temporary exhibition space (the first of which will be a stunning collection by his famous son, film director Jean Renoir).   
Signposts around the village offer 4 different themed walkways explaining the landscapes Renoir loved and which inspired so much of his work.  A new impressionist garden features flowers from his paintings.  Renoir’s studio itself is one of the highlights.   
Visit : www.essoyes.fr. Contact : Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
Groundhog Day, Punxsutawney, PA, USA

2 February 2011 

The celebration of Groundhog Day began with Pennsylvania's earliest settlers. Visit : www.groundhog.org. Contact : events@punxsutawney.com. 
Basel Fasnacht, Basel, Switzerland

14 to 16 March 2011
Basel Fasnacht, the biggest carnival in Switzerland, takes place annually from precisely 4.00am on the Monday after Ash Wednesday until 4.00am on the following Thursday morning.
During the 72 hours of carnival the city's historic old town is taken over by the Fasnachtler, the 12,000 participants who dress in a wide variety of outrageous costumes and masks.

Many of the old town bars and restaurants remain open throughout.
Visit : www.fasnacht.ch. Contact : Nora Vondaeniken at nora.vondaeniken@basel.com.

World Puppet Festival, Charleville Mezières, France
16 to 25 September 2011
This bi-annual event sees puppetiers and enthusiasts from all over the world flock to this vibrant, colourful festival. 
For the 50th anniversary in 2011, an extensive programme includes shows, photographic exhibitions, window displays, avant garde performance art, and street entertainment in a carnival atmosphere where more than 30 countries are represented, attracting an estimated 150,000 visitors. 

 

Two exhibitions on the puppet festival run in Charleville-Mezières until 30 January 2011 focusing on the creative process, including puppets, displays, photos and films, accompanied by a series of special events and activities.  
Visit : www.ardennes.com , www.festival-marionnette.com and www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com. Contact : : Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
Aruba Fashion Week
Autumn 2011

The Aruba Tourism Authority is launching Aruba in Style, an annual fashion, entertainment and lifestyle event in autumn 2011. 
 
It is part of an overall event management strategy for the Dutch Caribbean island. Aruba its first International Film Festival in 2010.

Contact : www.aruba.com. Contact : Tom Panagos at tom@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Taiwan 2011


The Taiwan Tourism Bureau’s  2011 marketing campaign will feature Tour Taiwan 100 and Authentic Taiwan.
 
Tour Taiwan 100 sees the introduction of over 100 new tours and different experiences on the island.

Authentic Taiwan will promote the culture and traditions of Taiwan through four key events, one for each season: 

· Taiwan Lantern Festival (Spring)

· Taiwan Cuisine Festival (Summer)

· Taiwan International Cycling Festival (Autumn), and 

· the Taiwan Hot Springs and Fein Cuisine Carnival (Winter). 

In conjunction with these events, there will also be a number of new initiatives such as ‘Taiwan Tea Adventure’ and ‘Taiwan Night Market Competitions’ designed to promote the other aspects of culture on the island.
  
Visit: www.100.taiwan.net.tw. Contact : Samantha Crossfield at samantha@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

Frankfurt, Germany 

Frankfurt am Main, commonly known simply as Frankfurt, is the largest city in the German state of Hesse and the fifth-largest city in Germany. 
The River Main, runs through the city and its museum embankment has 26 museums scenically set on or near the riverside promenade.

Thirteen museums are located directly on the southern banks with a further thirteen in close proximity.

Every summer, these museums take centre stage for the Museum Embankment Festival one of Europe’s largest cultural celebrations.

During this festival, which is traditionally held on the final weekend of August, participating museums remains open late into the night and stages, stalls and stands line the riverside promenade, offering live music, food and entertainment.

In addition to its museums Frankfurt is home to 60 theatres and independent theatre groups, including The English Theatre Frankfurt, which is Europe’s largest English-language theatre.

Frankfurt’s favourite son, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, was born in the city in 1749 and the Goethe-House, his place of birth, has been restored to its original condition.

Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at Moser@infofrankfurt.de. 
Robert Burns Birthplace Museum, Scotland 

 

The Robert Burns Birthplace Museum, which has opened in Alloway, Ayrshire, houses the most important Burns collection in the world.

The new museum is the focal point in a landscaped park where visitors can also:

 

· cross the picturesque Brig o’ Doon (from the famous epic poem Tam o’ Shanter)

· visit the 18th-century thatched cottage where Burns was born, and

· climb the Burns monument and explore the atmospheric Auld Kirk of Alloway 

Visit www.nts.org.uk. Contact : Anne Edwards at aedwards@nts.org.uk.

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

La Perla Bai Tram Hideaway Retreat, Vietnam

The La Perla Bai Tram Hideaway Retreat in Vietnam’s Phu Yen province sits on a 90-hectare plot with 900 metres of private white sand beach. 
The property is located on the coast just south of Qui Nhon, which is served by a daily Vietnam Airlines flight and rail service. It can also be reached by a half-day drive from Nha Trang to the south. 

Visit: www.epikurean.ws. Conmtact : Sarah Habicht at sarah@humewhitehead.co.uk
Excus 

Exsus is a small, privately-owned luxury tour operator covering Africa and the Far East as well as the Middle East and Indian Ocean, the Caribbean and a selection of boutique properties in Europe including : 

Jardin Escondido, Argentina 

Filmmaker Francis Ford Coppola, has added his main abode, Jardin Escondido in the quirky Palermo Soho neighbourhood of Buenos Aires, to his hotel collection. 

Escondido is a six-bedroom townhouse, now available to the public - guests can either book individual rooms or rent the whole property for groups. 

Puma Lodge, Chile 


Located in a remote area of the central Andes, the eco-designed Puma Lodge is 90 minutes drive south of Santiago International Airport.

The spectacular terrain is naturally bound by some of Chile’s tallest peaks, granting it more consistent and abundant snow conditions, as well as a considerably longer ski season than any other Heli Ski operation in the southern hemisphere. 

The lodge will accommodate a maximum of 24 guests and will include a wine cave with independent tasting room; an intimate library; a boutique ski shop; under floor heating throughout; and a full time, resident Doctor and medical facility on-site. 
Visit : www.exsus.com. Contact : Alex Allason at alexallason@lewispr.com.

Pan Pacific Hotel, Seattle

The Pan Pacific Hotel Seattle enjoys views of the city, Lake Union and the Space Needle. 

A recipient of a 2010 AAA Four Diamond Award and Trip Advisor's Travel Choice award for 'Top 25 Luxury Hotels' in the United States, Pan Pacific Seattle is part of the exclusive 2200 Westlake Plaza.

The hotel is within walking distance of upscale boutiques at Pacific Place Shopping Center and is conveniently connected to Westlake Center and scenic South Lake Union by the Seattle streetcar. 

Visit : www.panpacific.com. Contact : Molly Blaisdell at mollyb22@gmail.com. 
The Singular, Patagonia
The Singular hotel, Puerto Bories, Patagonia will open on November 2011. 

The hotel is located on the Señoret Sea Channel, a starting point for excursions to the Patagonian fjords. 

With its own boat and dock, the hotel is the only hotel in the Puerto Natales area with its own shore to the Last Hope Sound. 

The Singular is planning to open its second hotel in Santiago de Chile, by mid 2012. 

Visit : www.thesingular.com. Contact : Martina Diez-Routh at martina@traveltradeuk.com. 

Upni Duniya, Thailand

Upni Duniya is a boutique villa located on Bang Rak Beach, Koh Samui, Thailand, 10-minutes from the international airport. 

The property has a total of eight suites and one exclusive master suite, is catered to by 11 staff and features wireless internet throughout, a state-of-the art gymnasium, massage, an infinity pool, 24-hour personal butler service and serves Thai and international cuisine. 

Visit : www.upniduniya.com. Contact : David Johnson at dj@deliveringasia.com.

Donnafugata Golf Resort & Spa, Sicily 

Donnafugata Golf Resort & Spa is a luxury five-star resort is now open near the beaches of Camarina, Punta Secca and Marina di Ragusa in the heart of Baroque Sicily, near Ragusa, 

Located within a nature reserve in the large Donnafugata estate, the resort is just over an hour’s drive from Catania airport. Highlight of the resort is its two 18 hole championship golf courses.

Visit : www.nh-hotels.com. Contact : Lauren Kelly at Lauren@mason-williams.com.

Worldhotels luxury hotels 

Worldhotels global portfolio of independent properties include :

Marquis Hotel and Villas, Los Angeles : Located on the Sunset Strip, the Sunset Marquis has received a $25 million renovation, with the introduction of 40 new Mediterranean-style villas. 
Vdara Hotel & Spa, Las Vegas, USA : Vdara Hotel & Spa at City Center is an all-suite, non-smoking, eco-friendly boutique hotel close to the Strip.
RIHGA Royal Hotel Osaka, Japan : Among Japan’s largest properties, the RIHGA Royal Hotel Osaka is a self-contained community.  It boasts its own shopping mall, as well as more than 20 different restaurants and bars. 
Treasury Heritage Hotel, Brisbane, Australia : One of Australia’s grandest heritage buildings has been transformed into a hotel as part of the Treasury Casino complex.
The Essex Resort & Spa, Burlington, USA : Located on 18 acres between the Green Mountains and Lake Champlain, The Essex has 120 guest rooms and suites. Guests can soar above the Lake Champlain Valley in the hotel’s hot air balloon.
Hotel Fort Canning, Singapore : Opened in November 2010, this five-star property offers 86 individually designed suites and rooms. 
CASSA Hotel and Residences, New York, USA : This obelisk-shaped property is located in Manhattan.
Epoque Hotel, Bucharest, Romania : One of Worldhotels’ newest properties, the five-star 45-apartment Epoque Hotel opened in November 2010. The hotel is located near the Cismigiu Park in Bucharest.
Furama Hotel Dalian, Dalian, China : Furama Hotel Dalian is north-eastern China’s first five-star deluxe hotel. 
Visit : www.worldhotels.com. Contact : Andrea Hammes at ahammes@worldhotels.com. 

Tunisia with Preferred Hotel 
Tunisia, the northernmost country in Africa, offers history and diverse beauty on the Mediterranean coast.The Preferred Hotel group has a range of accommodationin the country including :

The Russellior

The recently opened Russelior is a luxury hotel in landscaped gardens in Hammamet, Tunisia just minutes from the marina and city centre.

Due to its beaches, Hammamet it is a popular destination for swimming and water sports. It was the first tourist destination in Tunisia and is located in the south east of the northern peninsula of Cap Bon in the Governorate of Nabeul. 

Villa Didon, Carthage, Tunisia

The exclusive villas are in the heart of Carthage overlooking the sea and mountains. Carthage is located on the eastern side of Lake Tunis.

Preferred Hotel Grou is a provider of 800 independently owned and operated hotels and resorts in over 70 countries around the world.  

Visit : www.PreferredHotels.com.. Contact : Laura Duncan at Laura@lucre.co.uk.
	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 
· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 
· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 
· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.orlandoinfo.com. Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@orlandocvb.com.
· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups
The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.
AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.
Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	The world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

Providing independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


______________________________________________________________________________

Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
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