	[image: image5.jpg]The Intemational




[image: image6.png]<

The Intemationa
Travel Writers
Alliance




	[image: image7.png]<

The Intemationa
Travel Writers
Alliance



The Alliance

bulletin


	Issue 90 : February 2011:  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Ongoing initiatives

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Hotel & Villa Resort press trips 2011

Goldeneye, Jamaica

Press trip : 3 to7 March and August  

The new GoldenEye Hotel & Resort, nestled in the village of Oracabessa Bay on Jamaica’s North Coast, reopens this year.

The Island Outpost property is owned by Chris Blackwell, Jamaica-raised founder of Island Records. 

GoldenEye was the Jamaica home of author Ian Fleming and the location where he penned all 14 James Bond novels. 

Set along a pristine coast, with secluded beaches, among lush tropical gardens and around the calm waters of the property’s lagoon, the 52-acre estate now encompasses 23 units – 11 new Beach Cottages, six new Lagoon Suites, Fleming’s original villa and the five villas built by Blackwell.

Visit : www.islandoutpost.com/goldeneye. Contact : Rosalind at Rosalind@rivapr.co.uk. 
Jumby Bay, Antigua 

Press trips : March and October 2011

Luxury private island getaway Jumby Bay, located two miles off the coast of Antigua and famed for its crystal-clear turquoise coastline, is introducing new family facilities to its its all-inclusive offering.

This includes Afternoon Tea prepared daily by the gourmet pastry chef, four hours’ complimentary nanny service, Hawksbill Turtle-watch, tennis clinics, treasure hunts, crab races, cooking classes, and ice cream socials. 

Visit : www.jumbybayresort.com. Contact : Rosalind at Rosalind@rivapr.co.uk.
Rosewood Little Dix Bay, British Virgin Islands

Press trips March and October 2011

Tropical hideaway Little Dix Bay in the British Virgin Islands is ideally located for stunning vistas of the natural beauty with its villas and guest rooms set amidst verdant foliage, a half-mile crescent-shaped beach with colourful barrier reef, and backdrop of lush mountains. 

The cliff-top spa overlooks the dramatic natural setting and offers beauty and recuperative programmes using botanicals plucked right from the resort grounds – the perfect way to boost New Year wellbeing. 

Visit : www.littledixbay.com.Contact : Rosalind at Rosalind@rivapr.co.uk.
Treasure Beach, Barbados

Press trips : April and November 

Perched upon one of the most stunning sandy beaches in the Caribbean, Treasure Beach Hotel comprises just 35 luxury guestrooms set with lush tropical gardens overlooking the turquoise Caribbean Sea.  

Dotted around a large freshwater pool, each room exudes Caribbean simplicity and elegance, with all offering private outdoor balconies or patios with private plunge pools. 

The award-winning Al Fresco restaurant serves the finest Caribbean fare with accents of international inspirations whilst the welcoming team provides premier service that is synonymous with luxury hotels in Barbados.

Visit : www.treasurebeachhotel.com. Rosalind at Rosalind@rivapr.co.uk.
Quintessentially Travel 

Quintessentially Travel will be delighted to consider press trip requests from Alliance members.

As a high-end service provider of luxury travel worldwide, Quintessentially Travel advises on and creates tailor-made itineraries (including everything from flights, transfers, hotels, restaurants, private tours and tickets) for some of the globes’ most glamorous and sought after destinations.

Quintessentially Travel operates out of offices in London, New York, Hong Kong, Johannesburg and Dubai.

Visit www.quintessentiallytravel.com. Jenny Graham at Jenny@Quintessentiallytravel.com.
Press trips to Austria

The Austrian National Tourist Office welcomes enquiries from Alliance members regarding press trips to the Austrian regions and resorts featured below. Press 

Mountains staging art in Lech-Zuers / Bregenzerwald in Vorarlberg


Discover controversial art and human influence in high alpine areas, the interaction of mountainous scenery and art installations – Horizon Field and the wood architecture in the Bregenzerwald. 

Art & culture on Lake Constanze in Vorarlberg


Lake Constanze, the melting pot of 3 countries; this influence of different cultural lifestyles can best be seen at the KUB with its extraordinary exhibition. Not to forget the outstanding quality of opera productions on the floating stage. 

Discover Innsbruck, Graz and Salzburg


Graz - modern architecture and foodie paradise, Innsbruck - the emperors' heritage and modern sport site architecture, Salzburg - Mozart and the Renaissance combined with modern architecture: Three cities, three ways of enjoying life, but they have one thing in common: Austrian hospitality!

On the nature trail in Zell am See-Kaprun


Wildlife - guided tours with a ranger through the National Park Hohe Tauern will help you understanding the circle of life in the high alpine regions. The Hohe Tauern even has an informal “Big Five” of creatures to spot: the Chamois, Ibex, Griffon Vulture, Golden Eagle and Bearded Vulture. 

Slow down the Austrian way in Burgenland 

Enjoy the silence at the shore of Lake Neusiedlersee, where birds take their break on the way south/north, watch them in their habitat guided by National park Rangers, enjoy Austrian wine and learn the meaning of “Gut Ding braucht Weile” – why good things need their time. 

Family's paradise Saalbach-Hinterglemm


The perfect children's playground: entertaining education at Schnitzas Holzpark and outdoor adventure at the high-rope course. Saalbach-Hinterglemm is the ultimate alternative to x-box - what do you need to make a cone-doll, how does it feel to live in a tree, how do birds experience the world. 

Back to nature & the art of living in the Alpbachtal

A return to the "good old days" - where traditions remain alive, including an appreciation of local products and recipes, wellness/herbal treatments, sustainability, and social customs within the community. 

Nature's dinner table in the Zillertal


The art of food and sustainability, naturally grown, enjoyed in award-winning mountain restaurants with outstanding views – all that you will find in the Zillertal. Tuxer-Beef, Haymilk-cheese and local beer - be a guest at the dinner table. 

The Outdoor fitness centre - Montafon in Vorarlberg


Fitness trails in woods, a 'stairway to heaven', fitness training for body and soul - Montafon in Vorarlberg is the world’s biggest gym. It is a gym, bounded not by walls but by mountainsides, with blue sky as a ceiling. 

The Eagle’s Walk - Enjoy the spirit of walking in Tirol


Eagle Walk - the Austrian way to meditate and unwind. Mountaineers clubs running alpine refuges and giving advice regarding safety, weather, most scenic trails, rare fauna and flora, tradition of wooden crosses on mountain tops. 

Visit : www.austria.info. Alliance members interested in press trips should contact : Martina Jamnig at martina.jamnig@austria.info.
Elephant Brook Resort uis in the Rishikesh, India
The Resort has facilities for airport drop/pick-up, train drop/pick-up, rafting trips, wildlife tours and guided tours. 
There is also special facility for currency exchange, Western Union money transfer and cash advance on credits cards. 

Alliance members interested in a press trip are asked to present a Letter of Assignment, plus two recently published articles.

Included - 2 nights/3 days Accommodation at Elephant Brook Resort, plus all meals and activities.

Visit : www.elephantbrookresort.com. Contact : Abhay at ravers_india@yahoo.com.

Cottage Grove Inn, Napa Valley, California

Experience Napa Valley's laid back luxury in a private resort cottage nestled amid tall trees and lush landscape at Cottage Grove Inn. 

Tucked into the charismatic wine country village of Calistoga, the inn is just a short stroll to restaurants, cafes, boutiques and galleries. 

Alliance members are invited to review Napa Valley in Cottage Grove Inn's private resort cottages. 

Visit : www.cottagegrove.com. Contact Donna Johnson at donnafb@sonic.net. 
base2stay
base2stay™ is a new hotel group established ‘to meet the growing demand from design conscious, value-orientated guest, looking for boutique hotels offering style and comfort, with the best in high technology.

The group currentl; has two hotels :

base2stay Kensington 

base2stay Kensington is located in central London, between the fashionable areas of Kensington and Chelsea.

Many of London’s major attractions are close by, including The Royal Albert Hall, the Natural History Museum, the Science Museum, The Victoria & Albert Museum, Kensington Palace and Earls Court Exhibition Centre. World class shopping in Knightsbridge - the home of Harrods and Harvey Nichols - is only a short distance away. 
base2stay Liverpool

base2stay Liverpool is located on Seel Street, in the beating heart of the city, in the Bohemian RopeWalks design and entertainment quarter, surrounded by some of the best restaurants, bars and clubs in the city. 

Liverpool One, the city’s new shopping district, is 100 metres away and attractions - including Tate Liverpool and The Beatles Story in the Albert Dock, the BT Convention Centre and Echo Arena, The Walker Art Gallery and St George’s Hall - are all within easy walking distance. 

Visit : www.base2stay.com. Alliance members wishing to review either hotel contact: Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk
European Union (EU) Conferences & Seminars

The European Journalism Centre is organising a series of information briefings for journalists on various EU policy areas in 2010:
· Common Foreign and Security Policy 

· Economical and Financial Policy 

· EU External Co-operation in Action 

· European Neighbourhood Policy 

The EU for journalists website also simplifies the maze of information available on the EU. 

Visit www.eu4journalists.eu.
Phoenix, Arizona
The Greater Phoenix Convention & Visitors Bureau is hosting a press tour to coincide with Cactus League Spring Training, baseball's seasonal coming-out party and a venerated rite of spring in Arizona. 

The Cactus League is bigger than ever, with 15 teams and 10 stadiums, all of them located within the borders of America's sunniest metropolis.

The press tour will take place March 1-5. We'll take you out to several ballparks . and beyond. The itinerary also will include:

· outdoor adventure

· culinary dinners

· nightlife

· spa treatments, and

· cultural excursions

Airfare, accommodations and all press-tour activities will be hosted. 

Availability is limited, and itinerary activities are subject to change. Participants should be able to engage in warm-weather physical activities such as hiking. 

Contact : Doug MacKenzie at dmackenzie@visitphoenix.com. 
Bed and Breakfasts of Savannah

Bed and Breakfasts of Savannah, a network of historic inns and boutique hotels in Savannah's National Landmark Historic District, invites professional travel writers on assignment to stay at the Olde Harbour Inn, East Bay Inn or Marshall House. 

You have a choice of available dates in February, March or April for a two-night stay. Mid-week visits are preferred. 

Pet-friendly story angle: The Olde Harbour Inn and East Bay Inn, both of which overlook historic River Street, are pet-friendly hotels with luxurious accommodations. Travel writers are welcome to visit with their pets for a pet-friendly travel story.

Business travel story angle: For writers interested in a business travel angle, the Marshall House serves as an ideal place to stay. Located in the heart of Savannah's National Landmark Historic District, this elegantly-restored 1851 property combines modern day amenities with bed and breakfast-style intimacy and charm.

Requirements: To qualify to stay at one of Bed and Breakfasts of Savannah's outstanding properties, you must be a professional travel writer with a signed letter of assignment. Space and dates are limited. Writers working for publications with a minimum annual circulation of 100,000 strongly preferred.

What’s included: Bed and Breakfasts of Savannah will cover lodging and breakfast for a qualified travel writer on assignment. Airfare and transportation costs are not included.

Visit www.bedandbreakfastsofsavannah.com. Contact : Allison Gavin at abshirepr@att.net. 

The ASTA International Destination Expo : San Juan, Puerto Rico

The American Society of Travel Agents' (ASTA) 6th annual International Destination Expo takes place between 14 and 17 April 2011 in Puerto Rico.

Known as the Land of Enchantment, Puerto Rico combines the character of the Caribbean with proximity to the United States. 
Puerto Rico's history includes 400 years as a Spanish Colony - and the mixing of Spaniards, Indians, Anglos, and Africans has created a culture unique to this island. 

ASTA's IDE 2011 features :

· the chance to learn about the latest travel trends that travel consumers will be interested in
· face time with travel agents and top suppliers in the Caribbean, and 

· complimentary tours in and around San Juan. 

ASTA is looking to offer ‘comped’ travel to attend the event to Alliance members where appropriate and on a case-by-case basis.
Visit www.ASTA.org/IDE. Contact : Kristina Rundquist at KRundquist@asta.org. To register, download and complete the media registration form and fax it to 703.739.0453 or scan and e-mail a copy to PR@ASTA.org.
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
The American Society of Travel Agents

The American Society of Travel Agents (ASTA) is the world's largest association of travel professionals and is the leading advocate for travel agents, the travel industry and the travelling public.
Its members include travel agents and the companies whose products they sell such as tours, cruises, hotels, car rentals, etc. 

ASTA’s mission is to enhance the professionalism and profitability of members worldwide through effective representation in industry and government affairs, education and training, and by identifying and meeting the needs of the travelling public.

Visit : www.asta.org. Contact : Kristina Rundquist at krundquist@asta.org. 


MB Travel 

MB Travel is a Madeira Island travel agent providing tailored holiday programs to the Island of Madeira and the Azores.

Visit : www.mb-travel.com. Contact : Jose Vieira at jose.vieira@mb-travel.com
Shamrock Journeys

Shamrock Journeys are a professionally managed company recognized by the Ministry of Tourism - Government of India.

The company is the leading tour operator in India for groups and individuals and specialising in :

· Desert tours
· Culture tours
· Heritage tours
· Hills tours
· Adventure tours 

· Beach tours 

· Educational tours 

· Incentive corporate tours
· Pilgrimage tours 

· Safari tours, and 

· Car and coach rentals
Visit : www.shamrockjourneys.com. Tariq Shah at shamrock.tariq@gmail.com.

Czech Tours

Czech Tours offers guided tours and tailor-made holidays in South Bohemia (the area around Cesky Krumlov) to groups and individuals. 

Tours include “Historic South Bohemia”, “The Hussites – medieval South Bohemia and Bohemian Art, as well as custom-made tours for groups. Tailor-made holidays include short breaks built around local celebrations, holidays for nature lovers and accommodation-only holidays. 

Visit : www.czech.tours.co.uk. Contact : Zoe Brooks at admin@czechtours.co.uk
South East Asia Travel 

South East Tours runs tours in Asia including :

· boat excursions along the Mekong River or Tonle Sap Lake, Halong Bay, Komodo in Indonesia, and 

· biking, trekking and nature walks.

Visit : www.southeastasiatravel.net. Contact : Ben Bunhong at info@southeastasiatravel.net. 

Norfolk Tours

Norfolk-Tours was set up by Glynn Burrows is a passionate historian, with his own family history links in the area, going back to the sixteenth century.

Visit : www.norfolk-tours.co.uk. Contact :Glynn Burrows at glynn@norfolk-tours.co.uk. 


Air Charter 

Air Charter has access to 6000 aircraft within Europe and many more worldwide that are available on the charter market. 

The company also offers the benefits of lower charter rates; with offices worldwide and further offices due to come online this year, where we can utilise each other’s local buying power to ensure you get the best available deal; we have a high flexibility of aircraft options; no financial commitment and no hidden costs.

Visit : www.aircharter.co.uk. Contact : Georgina Clements at gjc@aircharter.co.uk. 


SeaDream

With only 112 guests and 95 crew, SeaDream's award-winning cuisine and 1 to 1 guest to crew ratio ensures guests are spendidly spoiled.

Fares include ocean view accommodations, all gourmet meals, wine with lunch and dinner, open bar, water toys, mountain bikes, golf simulator, CD’s and DVD’s and gratuities.  

Visit : www.seadream.com. Contact : Adrienne Dannunzio at adannunzio@seadream.com. 


Maine Day Trip

Maine Day Trip provides customized private tours and excursions for individuals and groups originating in the Portland, Maine region. Experience and learn about historical landmarks, lighthouses, museums and the scenic coast of Maine. 

Spend a day with your driver guide who will be informative and  personable originating at your hotel, ship pier, home, or other location in the Portland region. 

This will be a relaxed sightseeing day trip excursion at your pace and with special requests always welcome. Maine Day Trip is available any time of the year.

Visit : www.mainedaytrip.com. Contact : Norm Forgey at norm@mainedaytrip.com. 


People 1st

People 1st is the sector skills council for hospitality, leisure, travel and tourism. Its Mission is to support the HLTT sector in developing the right numbers of people with the right skills and qualifications at the right time

Visit : www.people1st.co.uk. Contact : Dr Douglas Gyte at douglas.gyte@people1st.co.uk. 


Crystal Safaris

Crystal Safaris is an owner managed ground handling Safari and Tour Company providing tailor made safaris within the East Africa region. 

Through several years of extensive experience in providing unusual and memorable tailor made safaris to a diverse customer base built around each ones needs, we have been able to give exceptional services.

Visit : www.crystalsafaris.com. Contact : Nkasibwe Reagan at crystalsafaris@yahoo.com. 


Imagine Africa Safaris

Imagine Africa Safaris is a privately owned Destination Management Company, run by a highly experienced team of travel and safari experts, knowledgeable and competent to handle all your travel needs and requirements in East Africa to your full satisfaction. 

The company arranges inbound travel to Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Zanzibar and Rwanda. 
Its services include travel documentation, meet and greet services, transport, transfers, accommodation, trains, flights, safaris and scheduled and tailor-made tours.

Visit : www.imagineafricasafaris.co.ke. Contact : info@imagineafricasafaris.co.ke. 

People 1st

People 1st is the sector skills council for hospitality, leisure, travel and tourism. Its Mission is to support the HLTT sector in developing the right numbers of people with the right skills and qualifications at the right time

Visit : www.people1st.co.uk. Contact : Dr Douglas Gyte at douglas.gyte@people1st.co.uk. 


Crystal Safaris

Crystal Safaris is an owner managed ground handling Safari and Tour Company providing tailor made safaris within the East Africa region. 

Through several years of extensive experience in providing unusual and memorable tailor made safaris to a diverse customer base built around each ones needs, we have been able to give exceptional services.

Visit : www.crystalsafaris.com. Contact : Nkasibwe Reagan at crystalsafaris@yahoo.com. 


Apartments Gomera

Apartments Gomera provide lodgings in the north area of La Gomera in the Canary islands including the Country Hotel, villas and apartments by the ocean and in the National Park or in Hermigua valley.

Visit : www.apartamentosgomera.com. Contact : Ana Valien at info@apartamentosgomera.com.

Middle Kingdom Tours

The Middle Kingdom Tours is a branch of Xian Everbright International Travel Service. For more than 20 years we have stood at the forefront of distinguished comfort travel.

From the capital Beijing to the hustle of Hong Kong, from historic Xian to exciting Shanghai, from exotic Kashgar to spiritual Tibet, the company offers itineraries and experienced guides with insight into the real China.

Visit : www.middlekingdomtours.com. Contact : Zhongdao Xue at themiddlekingdomtours@hotmail.com. 

Agencies
Fleishman Europe

Fleishman Europe is an international PR firm with 88 offices around the world.  
Its UK head office is in London's Covent Garden and there we handle clients in a number of different sectors including consumer brands, travel, technology, corporate and healthcare.
Visit : www.fleishmaneurope.com. Contact : Caroline Calvert at caroline.calvert@fleishmaneurope.com 


Hook, Line & Thinker

Hook, Line & Thinker is a California-based, minority-owned company that specializes in PR and social marketing for clients in the tourism industry.

Visit : www.hooklineandthinker.wordpress.com. Contact : Molly Blaisdell at mollyb22@gmail.com. 
	News


Independent Hostels UK

Independent Hostels UK new 2011 guidebook lists 330 houses, cottages, camping barns and bunkhouses across England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

Geared to walkers and outdoor enthusiasts, the hostels provide accommodation from around £9 per person per night generally on a self-catering basis; facilities are suitable for singles, couples, families and groups seeking friendly and inexpensive places to stay without membership requirements.

Visit : www.IndependentHostelGuide.co.uk. Contact : Sam at sam@backpackerspress.com.
Bullfighting, Spain 

Spain's state broadcaster, TVE, has banned live bullfighting from its schedule, angering matadors and bullfighting fans who are already smarting over a ban in the eastern region of Catalonia. 
The broadcaster has decided bullfighting contravenes its code of conduct for programmes before Spain's 10pm watershed hour.
Wikipedia

Wikipedia is targeting India first and possibly Brazil next to reach its goal of 1 billion users, 

The San Francisco-based onlineencyclopedia, which is 10 years old, also vows to reach that goal in the next five years while maintaining its status as a non-profit, organization. 

Wikipedia claims 410 million unique visitors a month.

Visit : www.Wikipedia.com
COMO Hotels and Resorts

COMO Hotels and Resorts, the five-star hotel group based in Singapore, is to develop and manage a new property on the Yamu peninsula of Phuket in Thailand. 

Located in Phang Nga Bay on the northeast coast of Phuket, this property is the ninth COMO hotel   and is scheduled to open in September 2012.

Visit : www.como.bz. Contact : Julia Perowne at JuliaP@lewispr.com. 
Slovenia homecoming

Slovenia, one of Europe’s smallest nations, will be celebrating 20 years since its declaration of national independence during 2011.

Slovenia celebrates on 25 June,  Statehood Day, being the day when the Republic’s Assembly declared independence in 1991

The country will be linking this to a Slovenia Hiomecoming programme of special events linked to welcoming friends of Slovenia from all over the world. Slovenian expatriates and their descendants will be particularly encouraged to return home durin 2011.

Visit : www.slovenia.info/homecoming. Contact Natasa Slak at natasa.slak@slovenia.info.
	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Olive Branch pub and Beech House, Rutland UK

Olive Branch pub and Beech House in Clipsham, Rutland (the UK’s smallest county) have retained their Michelin star award for the 10th time in the newly published Michelin Guide 2011. Sister pub, the Red Lion Inn at Stathern, Leicestershire, has also retained their Bib Gourmand award, the only pub in the whole county to be honoured.

visit www.theolivebranchpub.com. Contact : Linda Parkhouse at parkhousepr@aol.com. 

Beach House Maldives

Beach House Maldives, A Waldorf Astoria Resort, is located on the lagoon-ringed Haa Alifu Atoll and is fringed by powder-white beaches and complemented with an unspoilt jungle-filled interior. 

The 35-acre resort comprises 83 Maldivian-style villas, three restaurants, three bars and a luxurious spa. Each villa comes complete with a private pool and butler.

Visit : www.hiltonworldwide.com. Contact : Scarlett Levy at scarlett@ktapr.com
	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

The Avoriaz Jazz Up Festival, Switzerland 

18 25 March 2011

The Avoriaz Jazz Up Festival takes place in Avoriaz, which is located between Mont Blanc and Lake Geneva between.

It includes 40 dinner concerts, a variety of jazz events and kicks off with four concerts in the Avoriaz festival hall. 


Visit : www.avoriaz.com. Contact : Sarah Heavens at sarah.heavens@surfpr.co.uk.

Artistic events in London 

Origins of Life, Royal Observatory, London

from 12 February 2011

Origins of Life takes the audience on a journey through time and space. Starting with the Big Bang, the show explores the formation of stars, solar systems and the first life on Earth, as well as our search for life beyond our own planet. 

Visit : www.nmm.ac.uk/places/royal-observatory. Contact Jenny Orton at jorton@nmm.ac.uk

Eric Gill: public and private art, British Museum 

10 February to 7 August 2011

The artist Eric Gill was noted for his public sculpture, typography and, more recently, his unconventional private life.

This small display at the British Museum is free of charge and will explore the range of his artistic practice, including his medallic work, stamp designs and various publications. 

Visit : www.britishmuseum.org. ontact Hannah Boulton at. 

Once Upon a Wartime: Classic War Stories for Children, Imperial War Museum London

11 February – 30 October 2011 

From tales of heroism to real life experiences of struggle and survival, this family-friendly exhibition will take a fresh and engaging look at some of the key books written for children about war and conflict. 

Through life-size reconstructions of scenes, interactive exhibits and a range of historical material visitors can learn more about the experience of war through a child’s eyes. 

Visit : www.iwm.org.uk. Contact Ellie Farrell at 

Watercolour, Tate Britain, London

16 February - 21 August 2011 

The history of watercolour painting in Britain from its emergence in the Middle Ages through to the present day.  This major exhibition will show around 200 works including pieces by historic artists such as William Blake and JMW Turner, through to contemporary artists including Patrick Heron and Tracey Emin. 

Visit : www.tate.org.uk. Contact : Selina Jones at 

London Street Photography, Museum of London

18 February – 4 September 2011

This Museum of London exhibition will showcase an extraordinary collection of street photography. From sepia-toned scenes to Londoners digitally ‘caught on camera’, explore how street photography has evolved in a world of advancing security measures. 

www.museumoflondon.org.uk. Contact : Claire Wylie at. 

Jan Gossaert's Renaissance, The National Gallery, London

23 February – 30 May 2011 

An exhibition of the most important paintings from Jan Gossaert, one of the most startling and accomplished artists of the Northern Renaissance. 

This is the first exhibition dedicated to Gossaert for over 40 years, and presents the results of a complete re-examination of his work. 
The exhibition features over 50 works, including many of the artist’s most important paintings, such as the ‘Virgin and Child’, 1527. It also features drawings and sculptures of the Northern Renaissance. 

Visit : www.ng-london.org. Contact : press@ng-london.org.uk. 

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Singapore

The largest collection of Genghis Khan artefacts to be the launch exhibition at the world’s first ArtScience Museum when it opens at Marina Bay Sands, Singapore in February 2011.  

Genghis Khan: The Exhibition will have over 200 rare authentic treasures from the conqueror’s reign. 

It will take visitors on a journey back to 13th century Mongolia where they will witness stunning re-creations of Mongolia’s grasslands and battlegrounds, walk among previously unseen archaeological artefacts and weaponry of the Mongol Empire. 


The museum will be the first in a line up of attractions set to open in Singapore during 2011 including :

· Gardens by the Bay Marine Life Park

· the Maritime Experiential Museum & Aquarium

· the International Cruise Terminal, and

· the River Safari in Mandai. 


Visit : www.marinabaysands.com and www.YourSingapore.com. Contact : Katie Francis at Katie.Francis@lewispr.com.

A new species of lemur in Madagascar

A new species of lemur has been discovered in the forests of Madagascar and Reef & Rainforest Tours is offering a special expedition to see the new primate.

The fork-marked lemur was discovered by primate expert and president of Conservation International, Russ Mittermeier. Results of genetic testing of samples taken by Dr Mittermeier and team are expected to confirm a brand new species. 

Natural history tourism is fast becoming one of the major sources of income for the country and visitors contribute directly to the conservation of its precious remaining forests and wildlife.  The habitat of the new lemur is off the beaten tourist path but Reef and Rainforest Tours can arrange a special expedition to Daraina in the far north of the country. 

Visit : www.reefandrainforest.co.uk. For press trips contact : Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independent-pr.co.uk. 
The Glenfiddich Distillery in Speyside, Scotland

The Glenfiddich Distillery in Speyside, Scotland is introducing a new tour programme in 2011. 

The free Glenfiddich classic tour takes one hour and features an introductory film, a guided tour of the distillery and a tasting of three Glenfiddich single malt whiskies: Glenfiddich 12 Year Old, Glenfiddich 15 Year Old and Glenfiddich 18 Year Old.

The distillery was built in 1886 by William Grant and his family and is still wholly owned by his descendants. Glenfiddich means ‘Valley of the Deer’ in Gaelic.

Visit : www.glenfiddich.com. Contact : Yvonne Bruce at yvonne@artisanpr.co.uk.
Avoriaz ‘Wild Concerts’ music festival 


The first Avoriaz Festival des Concerts Sauvages (Wild Concerts Festival) takes place between 2 and 9 April 2011. The festival is a new concept event for Avoriaz based skiers and snowboarders.

Avoriaz is a French mountain resort built on a shelf high above the town of Morzine, which is among the pioneering towns of skiing with its first lifts dating back to the early 1930s. Today Avoriaz is one of the major French ski destinations and ranks among the top snowboarding destinations of the world. Cars are forbidden in Avoriaz. 


Visit www.avoriaz-events.com and  www.avoriaz.com. Contact : Sarah Heavens at sarah.heavens@surfpr.co.uk. 
The National Trust’s top spots for snowdrops

The National Trust cares for 300 historic houses and gardens across England, Wales and Northern Ireland. It’s top gardens promising spectacular displays of snowdrops:

Stourhead, Wiltshire

In February, the grasslands are carpeted with the brilliant white at one of the most famous landscaped gardens in the world. Follow criss-crossing paths to enchanting temples, enjoy lakeside walks and spot the first signs of spring all around you.

Anglesey Abbey, Gardens and Lode Mill, Cambridgeshire 

During Anglesey’s snowdrop season (24 January to 27 February) the grounds of this Jacobean house has 240 varieties of these in the garden. 

Nymans, West Sussex

This 20th-century garden is famed for its amazing collection of rare and important plants. At the start of spring, displays of snowdrops as well as camellias and magnolias underplanted with a host of daffodils and grape hyacinths. 
The bulb meadow in the Wall Garden is full of snowdrops and early narcissus and there are rare hellebores all around the garden.

Dunham Massey, Cheshire

Britain’s largest winter garden contains almost 700 different plant species and a further 1,600 shrubs specifically bred for the 7 acre wonder. 

Kingston Lacy, Dorset 

The garden at Kingston Lacy has thousands of snowdrops transforming the garden into a sea of white. Special snowdrop openings are a tradition at Kingston Lacy.

Fountains Abbey and Studley Royal, Yorkshire 

This World Heritage Site, set in 323 hectares of countryside, offers an opportunity to appreciate the range of England's heritage and natural beauty. 
Walk on a white carpet of snowdrops in early spring while exploring the 12th-century abbey ruins and amble through the landscaped Georgian water garden of Studley Royal.

Attingham Park, Shropshire

During Attingham’s snowdrop season (22 January – 27 February), the woodland floor transforms into a carpet of snowdrops. The chance to stroll around this estate between Shrewsbury and the River Severn.

Chirk Castle, Wrexham

These award-winning gardens contain clipped yews, herbaceous borders, shrub and rock gardens, as well as a terrace with views over the Cheshire and Salop plains. In early spring appear through the woodland. 

The Argory, Co. Armagh

With a backdrop of scenic walks and courtyard displays, there is a fine display of snowdrops and other spring bulbs on this riverside estate.  

Visit : www.nationaltrust.org.uk. Contact : sally.airey@nationaltrust.org.uk  

 
	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Swissôtel Istanbul and Berlin

Swissôtel The Bosphorus, Istanbul and Swissôtel Berlin have been voted among the world’s best places to stay by the readers of the prestigious luxury travel magazine. 

Swissôtel The Bosphorus, Istanbul, a member of the “Leading Hotels of the World”, is situated on the European side of the city and lies in a park, which is part of the former sultan’s palace, the Dolmabahce Palace. 

The Swissôtel Berlin, located in the heart of West-Berlin, is a modern business hotel with its Restaurant 44 having views to the city’s Kurfürstendamm. Both deluxe hotels are on the Condé Nast Traveler Gold List.

Visit : www.swissotel.com. Contact : Eva-Maria Panzer at Eva-Maria.Panzer@swissotel.com.

Shute Barton, Devon UK

Shute Barton, near Axminster in east Devon, dates back to the 13th century and is part of what was a larger family house owned by the Bonville family. 
It has stood through a staggering amount of history from the dissolution of the monasteries through to the Second World War.

The house – which has reputedly the largest fireplace in England where two oxen could be roasted at once - was given to the National Trust in 1959 by the Carew Pole family. Cousins of this family, the Pole Carews, lived there until 2009.  
The medieval manor house has now been added to the National Trust’s portfolio. Guests can dine under original paintings belonging to the Carew Pole family, sleep in antique beds and look out of the original windows to views little altered over the centuries. 
Visit : www.nationaltrustcottages.co.uk. Contact:  Jane Travis at jane.travis@nationaltrust.org.uk 

The Mount Nelson Hotel, Cape Town

Orient-Express’ iconic hotel in Cape Town, the Mount Nelson Hotel has opened its Planet restaurant.

Orient-Express’ first came into being in 1883 as one of the world’s most exciting and indulgent train journeys.  

Today the name embraces hotels, cruises and other luxury rail adventures in 24 countries, across five continents.  

In addition to the Mount Nelson in Cape Town, Rio’s Copacabana Palace, the Grand Hotel Europe in St. Petersburg and Maroma Resort & Spa on Mexico’s Riviera Maya there are six luxury tourist trains and two river cruise operations. 

Visit : www.mountnelson.co.za and www.orient-express.com. Contact : Vicky Legg at  vicky.legg@orient-express.com.
W London, Leicester Square
The sleek new W London-Leicester Square hotel opens Febryuary 2011 and claims to be the latest architectural icon for the city. The hotel will feature 192 stylish guest rooms, a W The Store retail outlet, as well as a destination restaurant and a signature bar experience. 

Visit : www.starwoodhotels.com. Contact : Anna Hann at anna.hann@starwoodhotels.com. 

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 
· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 
· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 
· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.orlandoinfo.com. Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@orlandocvb.com.
· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis. 

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622. 
Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups
The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.
Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

Interface Images

World travel photographer David Smith of Interface Images is offering ITWA members a 50% discount on all image licenses and fine art prints ordered online from 8,000 + new images of world location, ethnic life, culture, smiling faces, lifestyle and cruise ship life images across 6 continents. 
For Alliance members this discount means a large travel image source for your stories, web sites and Blogs with prices starting at less than $US10 per image. 

Visit www.interfaceimages.com for easy search, amazing photo story galleries, instant image downloads and social networking links. Alliance members must enter the coupon code ITWA at checkout to get the discount. 
David has also produced a Travel Photography Today DVD ideal for Alliance members with two hours of live photo tips and hints for all travellers and photographers playable on all computers and NTSC TV systems and can be ordered online at http://www.imagebyinterface.com/products.htm

Contact David Smith at dave@interfaceimages.com
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.
AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.
Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


______________________________________________________________________________

Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
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