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	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies

News : items of interest to travel journalists   

Leads : story ideas 

· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 

A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 

Ongoing initiatives

Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities

Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

Travel guides : that will offer review copies

· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Sri Lanka press trips 2011

Sri Lanka Tourism would like to hear from Alliance members interested in visiting the country on press trips during 2011.

Sri Lanka is an island nation in South Asia, which until 1972 was known as Ceylon. It is surrounded by the Indian Ocean, the Gulf of Mannar, the Palk Strait and lies in the vicinity of India and Maldives.

The visiting journalist program sees international journalists hosted on familiarisation tours geared to individual requirements. 

Visit : www.srilanka.travel>media>VJP. Contact : sarangi@srilanka.travel. 

Best of Britain & Ireland

The Best of Britain & Ireland Travel Trade Forum (BoBI) 2011 takes place at the NEC, Birmingham UK on 16 and 17 March. 

The travel trade event is the centrepiece of British Tourism Week and has comprehensive industry backing and the support of the national and regional tourist boards. 

For press registration for BoBI 2011 visit www.britainandirelandevent.co.uk/press. 

Visit : www.britainandirelandevent.co.uk and www.britishtourismweek.com. Contact : Angie Watson at angie@bobevents.co.uk
Rare Holidays, India

Rare Holidays, an inbound holiday tour company based in India is inviting Alliance members with commissions on fam trips to India between April and September 201.

Each trip will be arranged for five travel writers and more.

Visit : www.rareholidays.com. Contact : Shantanu Roy at info@rareholidays.com. 

WalkScilly2011

2 to 10 April 2011

WalkScilly2011 is the 5th annual walking festival held on the Isles of Scilly archipelago that lies 28 miles south west of Land’s End. 

Traditionally held at the end of March/early April, the event kick starts the tourism season on the isles.

Visit : www.eventscilly.co.uk. For press trips contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

Orlando

Walt Disney World Resort has started on a a three-year project to vastly increase the size of Fantasyland, the largest expansion in the history of the Magic Kingdom. 

LEGOLAND Florida, planned to be the largest LEGOLAND park in the world, will open in October 2011 and include more than 50 main attractions. 

Discovery Cove will add The Grand Reef, its new attraction in summer 2011, which will feature multiple levels of exploration from white sandy beaches and hammocks to snorkeling among canyons. 

Busch Gardens Tampa Bay will add a new high-speed coaster called Cheetah Hunt in spring 2011, which uses the force of repelling magnets to launch riders from 0 to 60 mph (96 kph) in seconds. 

Atlanta Braves Spring Training

27 February to 28 March 2011

The Atlanta Braves, one of American baseball’s most dominant teams for more than a decade, opens drills in February at Cracker Jack Stadium located at ESPN Wide World of Sports Complex. Their Grapefruit League games are played throughout March. 

Visit : www.disneyworldsports.com. 

Epcot International Flower & Garden Festival 

2 March to 15 May 2011

The festival features elaborate gardens and topiaries, seminars and nightly musical entertainment from the ‘60s and ‘70s.

Visit : www.disneyworld.com. 

 52nd Annual Winter Park Sidewalk Art Festival

18 to 20 March 2011

The festival is one of the nation’s most prestigious outdoor arts events, rated sixth best by Sunshine Artists. 

More than 1,000 artists from around the world apply for entry and an independent panel of judges selects approximately 225 to participate in the show. 

The three-day event also features live jazz and children’s activities.

Visit : www.wpsaf.org.                                                                                                                    

Arnold Palmer Invitational Presented by MasterCard at Bay Hill

21 to 27 March 2011

One of the tournaments of the PGA Tour, the event annually attracts one of the strongest international fields of the season. 

Past Arnold Palmer Invitational champions who regularly play in the tournament include Fred Couples, Phil Mickelson, Ernie Els, Tim Herron and Tiger Woods. 

Visit : www.arnoldpalmerinvitational.com. 

Mardi Gras at Universal Studios

12 to 23 April 2011

The streets of Universal Studios theme park turn into what is claimed to be the largest Mardi Gras celebration outside New Orleans. 

The celebrations will include concert series and a nightly parade featuring  hundreds of costumed characters, stilt walkers, festively decorated Mardi Gras floats and throngs of beads tossed from float riders. Admission

Visit : www.universalorlando.com 

Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com. For press trips and information contact : Amy Voss  at Amy.Voss@visitorlando.com. 

Celtic Haven, Wales 

Luxury self-catering coastal cottage resort Celtic Haven is a good base for visiting southwest Welsh county of Pembrokeshire in 2011. 

Open year-round, Celtic Haven is close to some of the most popular events and festivals in West Wales, including Pembrokeshire Fish Week and the Tenby Blues Festival. 

Trips from Celtic Haven could include : 
 
The Welsh monastic island of Caldey


The tiny monastic island of Caldey lies 1km off Tenby’s coast and is only a short boat ride from shore to shore. 

The mile and a half long and two mile wide island has been inhabited by monks since Celtic times and has a Cistertian monk community currently living in the island monastery. 

The monks produce their own range of lavender-scented goods, as well as perfumes and hand lotions derived from the wild flowers growing on the island. Caldey Island is open from April through October.


Visit : www.caldey-island.co.uk 


The Pembrokeshire Fish Festival

The Pembrokeshire Fish Festival (26 June to 4 July) is held a half hour drive from Celtic Haven and has cooking demonstrations, kayak trips, fishing lessons, snorkel safaris and delicious fresh fish.


Visit : www.pembrokeshirefishweek.co.uk 


Ironman Wales


The Ironman Wales championship is held on 11 September 11 2011. The two-part race starts in Camarthen Bay where competitors will swim 4 km before taking on a 180 km bike ride through the Pembrokeshire National Park. 

The competitors are running to win a chance at the 50 qualifying slots to the Ford Ironman World Championship taking place in Kailua-Kona, Hawaii.


Visit : www.ironman.com. 

The Tenby Blues Festival

The sixth annual Tenby Blues Festival in Nvember provides a weekend of live music from  local and international artists in concert and at a variety of workshops at venues all around Tenby

Visit : www.tenbyblues.co.uk.  

Visit www.celtichaven.co.uk. For press trips contact Jenny Groutage at jenny@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

The five-star Princesa Yaiza Suite Hotel Resort, Lanzarote

The five-star Princesa Yaiza Suite Hotel Resort in Playa Blanca, is located on the Canary Island of Lanzarote. 

The resort is privately owned and has manicured gardens and sea views looking on to Fuerteventura and Isla de Lobos. 

Situated on one of the finest golden sand beaches in Lanzarote, the ancient fishing village of Playa Blanca is just 500 metres from the local village of Yaiza and only 35 minutes drive from Lanzarote Arrecife Airport. 

Visit : www.princesayaiza.com. To arrange a press visit contact Emily Wilson at Emily@grifcopr.com.

Playgrounds of the World

Playgrounds of the World are shooting several TV shows in Mexico, Costa Rica and the Dominican Republic in the next couple of months, and are looking for a well connected luxury, spa, yacht, sport fishing, boating journalist, as well as someone representing golf to travel with them (all expenses paid). 

The itinerary will visit hotels, partake in many activities (including fishing and golf), tours, etc.

Visit : www.playgroundsof the world.com. Contact : Cindy Ferguson at cindy@playgroundsoftheworld.com. 

Cycle the Andes

26 February to 8 March 2011

Cycle the Andes - Argentina to Chile with Experience Plus! 

If you can get yourself to San Carlos de Bariloche, Argentina, for a 26 February departure, you will be fully hosted on Pedaling the Andes Plus! The Island of Chiloe from ExperiencePlus! 

Bicycle Tours. 

Included: use of a quality 24-27 speed bicycle; 11 days, 10 nights accommodation; bilingual tour leaders; 6 dinners with wine, 11 breakfasts, 4 lunches; and rafting in Puerto Varas. Rating: advanced beginner to intermediate cyclist; asphalt roads, rolling hills and flat terrain on most days. Half the days have mileages exceeding 50 miles. One long climb over the Andes, cumulative elevation gain does not exceed 3000 feet that day.

Visit : www.experienceplus.com/tours/tours.html?tid=2118. Contact: Dave Wiggins at dave@travelnewssource.com.

Cruise the Galapagos Islands

2 to 9 October 2011

Cruise the Galapagos Islands with Ecoventura! 

Based from a luxury yacht you will venture out daily to observe wildlife in their pristine natural habitat. 

On foot, by kayak and panga witness an astounding variety of exotic creatures that have never learned to fear human contact. 

The offer includes a complimentary 7-night cruise aboard Ecoventura’s first class 20-passenger motor-yacht for the travel writer (and companion sharing the same cabin), all meals and snacks, non-alcoholic beverages, guided shore excursions, use of snorkeling equipment, wet suits and sea kayaks. 

Also includes two nights hotel accommodation in Guayaquil (pre & post trip) including hotel tax, breakfast and airport transfers. 

Excluded are airfare to Guayaquil and the islands, $100 pp park fee, guide/crew gratuities and pre/post trip meals. 

Visit : www.ecoventura.com. Contact: Dave Wiggins at dave@travelnewssource.com.

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

Divine Villas

Divine Villas are a Bali based luxury villa management company managing properties in Indonesia.

Visit : www.divinevillas.com. Contact  Aryo Indarto at aryo@divinevillas.com 



CHI Hotels & Resorts

CHI Hotels & Resorts are exclusive operators of the Corinthia Hotels Brand worldwide and of the Wyndham and Ramada Plaza brands in Europe, Middle East and Africa (EMEA)

Visit : www.corinthia.com. Contact : Manuel Briffa at manuel.briffa@corinthia.com 

Social Tours, Napal

Nepal based Social Tours, five time winners of the  Responsible Tourism Award, are soft adventure specialists based in Kathmnadu, Nepal. 

Trips are either soft adventures like trekking, rafting, paragliding, mountain biking for individuals, couples or families; or quick glimpses of Nepal developed into tours focused on culture; or special interest trips like the search for the Red Panda, or Yoga, or Shamanism; and experimental travel like voluntourism and charity challenges.

Visit : www.socialtours.com. Contact : Raj Gyawali at raj@socialtours.com.

Bed&Fed

Annabella Forbes founded and runs Bed&Fed, an online community of 'home from home' guest rooms throughout the UK and Ireland. The website aims to provide a network of affordable, friendly accommodation.

Visit : www.bedandfed.co.uk. Contact : Annabella Forbes at chiefchick@bedandfed.co.uk


Panoramic Villas

www.panoramicvillas.com 

Panoramic Villas have an excellent selection of fully furnished private villas, apartments and townhouses available for rental in countries across the globe. All our properties are carefully selected for their beautiful and picturesque location.

Contact : Jessica Whittle at jess@panoramicvillas.com. 


The Beatles Tribute Cruise

The Beatles Tribute Cruise sets sail from Miami on 3/5/11 aboard Royal Caribbean's Liberty of the Seas for 8 nights to the Caribbean. 

Special Beatles guests include Laurence Juber (former lead guitarist for WINGS), Yesterday - Beatles Tribute Band, Tony Bramwell, Shannon, Joe Johnson and Tony Perkins.

Visit : www.popgothebeatles.com. Contact : Woody LIfton woody@popgothebeatles.com


Pedal Bike Tours

Pedal Bike Tours provides sightseeing tours by bicycle in Portland, Oregon, USA.  They also rent bikes and have a gift shop specializing in locally made bike-oriented arts and crafts.

Visit : www.pedalbiketours.com. Contact : Todd Roll at todd@pedalbiketours.com.

Halong Tour & Service

Vietnam based Halong Tour & Service is specialises in inbound tours to Vietnam as well as tours to Asia, Europe and North American. 

Visit : www.halongtour.com.vn. Contact : Nguyen Manh Dung at sales@halongtour.com.vn


China Highlights

China Highlights is a full service travel Chinese agency providing China Tours and Yangtze River cruises and specializes in tailor making or customizing tours for individuals, families and groups to anywhere in China and selected other Asian destinations.

Visit : www.chinahighlights.com. Contact : Tracy
Wang at info@chinahighlights.com. 


Allied Adventure, Nepal

Allied Adventure tour and trek in Nepal and hotel booking and travel advice in Bhutan, India and Tibet.

Visit : www.alliedadventure.com. Contact : Bhim Barma at bhimbarma@yahoo.com. 


Portsmouth, UK

Portsmouth, the waterfront city, has miles of sea views and centuries of history.  Recent developments on the waterfront have expanded our horizons and brought shopping, eating & entertainment to the water’s edge.  Add to this centuries of maritime heritage and award winning attractions.

Visit : www.visitportsmouth.co.uk. Contact : Louise Neville at tourism@portsmouthcc.gov.uk
The Key West Innkeepers

The Key West Innkeepers Association represents more than one hundred of the best local Key West businesses including B&B's, inns, guesthouses, restaurants, banks, attractions and more.

Visit : www.keywestinns.com. Contact : Ian Whitney at president@keywestinns.com. 


Cupida Travel 

Cupida Travel run tours to the Czech Republic. Visit : www.cupidagroup.com. Contact : Armagan Karaali at cupidatravel@gmail.com. 


Tikal Connection Tour

Tikal Connection Tour Operator is a leading Eco-Tour enterprise in Petén, Guatemala, Heart of the Maya World, promoting the concept of Sustainable Tourism in Protected Areas and National Parks.

Visit : www.tikalcnx.com. Contact : Manuel Villamar at okanchac@tikalcnx.com. 


Aim 4 Africa

Aim 4 Africa organises private, tailor-made safari and adventure holidays to East and Southern Africa (Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Malawi,  Zambia, Botswana, Namibia & Mozambique)

Visit : www.aim4africa.com. Contact : Nanvy Cutinha at enquiries@aim4africa.com. 


The Yorkshire Tour Company, UK

The Yorkshire Tour Company is run by three dedicated professional’s who live in North Yorkshire and have unsurpassed local knowledge of Yorkshire’s ‘hidden places and gems’ and a huge network of people who know everything worth knowing about every place that we visit. The company cares passionately about showing Yorkshire off to visitors!

Visit : www.theyorkshiretourcompany.com. Contact : Angela Seager at angela@theyorkshiretourcompany.com.

Colorado River & Trail Expeditions

Colorado River & Trail Expeditions offers fully outfitted white water rafting trips in the Grand Canyon, on the Colorado River, in Utah and in Alaska.

Visit : www.crateinc.com. Contact : Walker Mackay at walkmin@crateinc.com

	News


Peppa Pig World, UK

Peppa Pig World, opens on 9 April at Paultons Park, the family theme park in Hampshire, UK.

The theme park has been receiving visitors for 25 years and has 60 plus rides and attractions

Visit : www.paultonspark.co.uk and www.peppapigworld.co.uk. Contact : Fran Pearce at fpearce@brayleino.co.uk. 

Frankfurt, Germany

The Frankfurt Rhine-Main region of Germany is free podcasts highlighting regional attractions via : www.frankfurt-rhein-main.de. 

Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at Moser@infofrankfurt.de. 

Gatwick Airport 

airberlin – Europe’s sixth largest airline is flying new routes to Nuremberg and Hanover in Germany from Gatwick Airport. 

Gatwick Airport is the UK’s second largest airport and the busiest single-runway airport in the world. It serves more than 200 destinations (more than any other UK airport) in 90 countries for around 33 million passengers a year on short- and long-haul point-to-point services. 

Visit : www.gatwickairport.com. Contact : Sarah Baranowski at  sarah.baranowski@gatwickairport.com. 

Outdoor Writers Association of America

Outdoor Writers Association of America is offering free registration for students who wish to attend the July 9-11, 2011, OWAA conference in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

There are a limited number of three-day and one-day passes available for college students to attend conference.

Visit : www.owaa.org. Contact : Robin Giner at rginer@owaa.org
Vancouver

Readers of the US travel trade publication, Travel Weekly, have named Vancouver the best destination in Canada for the eighth consecutive year.

Visit : www.tourismvancouver.com. Contact : jhutchison@tourismvancouver.com. 

The Menorcs UK roadshow

Between 28 February and 14 March, the Menorca roadshow will visiting London, Glasgow, Newcastle, Leeds, Manchester, Liverpool, Birmingham and Bristol.

Menorca is one of the Balearic Islands located in the Mediterranean Sea belonging to Spain. It takes its name from being smaller than the nearby island of Majorca.

Visit www.menorca.es. Contact : Natalie Schofield at natalies@hillsbalfour.com.

National Ferry Fortnight

Britain’s third annual National Ferry Fortnight will take place this year between 14 and 28 May 2011.Central to campaign will be a series of promotional offers on ferry routes to the Continent, Ireland and UK islands.

Visit : www.discoverferries.co.uk. Contact : Julie Giraud at Julie.Giraud@fourcommunications.com.

African-Americans abroad

AA Abroad is  travel guide for African-Americans abroad.  It provides information and experiences from and for African-Americans working, living, travelling or studying abroad.  

Visit : www.aaabroad.com. Contact : Stephanie Robinson at contactus@aaabroad.com  


	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

ExperiencePlus! 

ExperiencePlus! the Colorado, USA-based company offers global cycling tours immersed in local character to 20 countries on five continents. 

Visit : www.experienceplus.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins at dave@travelnewssource.com. 

What visitors to Britain want 

More than 10,000 foreign tourists were given a list of 18 things that can only be done in Britain - and asked to pick the ones they’d like to do most.

 

In order of precedence the top activities were: 

· going on a tour of the castles of Wales. (34%)  

· going on a tour around Buckingham Palace (32%). 

· spending a night in a Scottish castle (29.1%) 

· watching the sunrise at Stonehenge (28.9%) 

· watching an English Premier League football match (19%), and  

· shopping in Harrods (19%).

Visit : www.visitbritain.com. Contact :  Mark Di-Toro at mark.di-toro@visitbritain.org.

Swan Hotel at Lavenham, UK

The 15th century Swan Hotel at Lavenham, Suffolk runs Culinary Master Classes from two AA rosette head chef David Ryan.

Themes for this year’s classes include Best of Suffolk (24 February);  Fabulous Fish (24 March); Spring is in the Air (28 April) and Mediterranean Cooking (26th May). Those later in the year include Barbecue Time; Stress Free Dinner Parties; Far Eastern Cookery and Italian Classics. 

Visit : www.theswanatlavenham.co.uk. Contact : Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

Belize on a budget

Budget savvy travelers seeking a unique, exotic getaway in Central America can vacation in Belize while spending as little as $100US a day for accommodations, transportation, activities and meals.  

Offering jungles and rainforests, ancient Maya sites, and the second largest barrier reef in the world, Belize is an affordable country for tourists, offering an extensive and charming selection of low-priced hotels, restaurants, activities and transportation options.  

Flavorful and authentic Mayan, Creole and Garifuna meals cost only $5US, while local taxi rides average $3US.  Picturesque lodging options average $45US per night.  And, with a fixed exchange rate of $2BZ to $1US, travelers’ dollars will go twice as far!  

visit www.travelbelize.org. Contact : Megan Sullivan at megans@bvk.com
	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

March events in Vancouver, Canada

CelticFest Vancouver
16 to 20 March 2011

The seventh annual CelticFest Vancouver will stretch traditional St. Patrick’s Day festivities into a multi-day celebration of all things Celtic with more than 60 ticketed and free events over five days. 

The largest and most popular of the free events is the St. Patrick’s Day Parade (20 March, which attracts around 350,000.The parade features pipers, drummers, Celtic music groups, the Vancouver police drill team, fire brigades, stilt walkers, collector cars, Irish and Scottish dancers.

www.celticfestvancouver.com 

Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival
26 March to 22 April 2011


The annual Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival returns for its fifth year to pay homage to 37,000 ornamental cherry trees located throughout the city, which were generously gifted to the city of Vancouver from Japan in the 1930's. 

This year’s festival will see an additional 3,000 "birthday blossoms" planted in celebration of Vancouver’s 125th anniversary. 

Visit : www.vcbf.ca 

Vancouver Playhouse International Wine Festival 
28 March to 3 April 2011


The 2011 Vancouver Playhouse International Wine Festival is one of the largest and oldest consumer wine festivals in the world. Marking its 33rd year with wines from Spain and a global focus on fortified wine, the festival will bring 176 participating wineries from 15 countries and more than 700 wines. 

Visit : www.playhousewinefest.com 

Visit : www.tourismvancouver.com. Contact : jhutchison@tourismvancouver.com. 

Virgin’s top events

Virgin Atlantic has highlighted the top events in destibnations to which it flies :

Taste of Sydney 

10 to 13 March 2011 

Taste of Sydney, held in Centennial Park, sees the city's top restaurants serve sample-sized plates of their signature dishes. Learn more about beer and wine in masterclasses or simply enjoy the festival's live music.

Visit : www.tasteofsydney.com.au
44th Annual Antigua Sailing Week 

24 to 29 April 2011

Antigua Sailing Week rolls thrilling races, barbecues and rum punches into one package. The gathering of over 200 participating yachts of varying sizes gather in Falmouth Harbour and English Harbour. 

The week starts with the Around the Island Race and other highlights include the Beach Bash in Fort James, Beating of the Retreat in the romantic Nelson's Dockyard and the prize giving ceremony. 

Visit :www.visitantiguabarbuda.co.uk
Buddha Jayanti Festival, Delhi 

17 May 2011 

Buddha Jayanti celebrates the birth, enlightenment and death of Gautam Buddha in different years. Buddhist sites in Delhi, most notably the Buddha Jayanti Park, celebrate with prayer meetings and colourful events.

Boston Chowderfest 

29 June to 3 July 2011 

More than 2000 gallons of this New England delicacy are served up in City Hall Plaza during Boston Chowderfest, a cornerstone of the annual Harborfest celebrations. 

Twelve of Boston's most ambitious restaurants ladle out their 'chowda' to be guzzled or shunned by voting fans. 

Visit :www.bostonharborfest.com 

Cropover Festival, Barbados 

2 August 2011 

The end of the year's sugar cane season is celebrated in style at Bridgetown's annual Crop Over Festival. 

The Festival began in the 1780s, when Barbados was the world's largest sugar producer. The festivities kick off with the traditional crowning of the festival king and queen, the most productive male and female cane cutters of the season. 

Carts are decorated in colourful designs and patterns for the cart parade and handicrafts and mouth-watering delicacies abound in Bridgetown Market during the festival.

Visit :www.cropoverbarbados.com 

 

Chinese Autumn Lantern Festival, Hong Kong 

12 September 2011 

When the harvest moon is full and bright, Hong Kong lights up for the Autumn Lantern Festival. Thousands of lanterns in every shape, size and colour fill streets and public parks and visitors should head up to Victoria Peak for the most spectacular views. 

The festival is an ancient Chinese tradition which commemorates China's 14th-century uprising against Mongolian occupation. Rebels wrote the call to revolt on pieces of paper and embedded them in cakes which they smuggled to compatriots. 

Visit : www.discoverhongkong.com. 

Virgin Atlantic flies to 32 destinations worldwide including New York, Boston, Washington DC, Miami, San Francisco & Los Angeles, Delhi, Shanghai, Tokyo, Dubai, Lagos and Nairobi as well as many Caribbean destinations.

 

Visit : www.virginatlantic.com. Contact : Anna Catchpole at anna.catchpole@fly.virgin.com 

The Spirit of Speyside Whisky Festival, Scotland

28 April to 2 May 2011

Scotland’s Malt Whisky Country, which is home to more than half of Scotland’s whisky distilleries, will host the Spirit of Speyside Whisky Festival 

DDuring the festival distilleries, shops, hotels, restaurants, pubs and villages throughout Speyside will welcome thousands of visitors from around the world with quality malt whiskies, special tastings, food, outdoor activities, music and many other entertaining events. 

Visit : www.spiritofspeyside.com. Contact : Caroline Keith at caroline@thekeithconsultancy.co.uk. 

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Callaway Gardens, Georgia

Owned and operated by the non-profit Ida Cason Callaway Foundation, Callaway Gardens includes a garden, resort, preserve and residential community on 13,000 acres in Pine Mountain, Georgia.  

Highlights include a butterfly conservatory, horticultural center, discovery center, chapel, inland beach, nature trails and special events throughout the year.

In addition, Callaway Gardens offers 923 guest rooms, restaurants, a full-service spa, shops, golf, tennis, fishing and more.

Callaway Gardens is also home to a 4,610-acre forest preserve, which is under conservation easement.  This conserved, sustainably-managed land is used for biological studies and environmental education programs.

Visit : www.callawaygardens.com. Contact : Rachel Crumbley at rmcrumb@callawaygardens.com. 

The NatWest Island Games 2011 

The NatWest Island Games 2011 will be held on the Isle of Wight, UK, between 25 June and 1 July 2011.

Around 3000 athletes and officials from 25 member islands around the world will compete at international and world championship level in several hundred events across 14 sports.

The sports, chosen by the host island are archery, athletics, badminton, basketball, cycling, football, golf, sailing and windsurfing, shooting (clay and target), squash, swimming, table tennis, tennis and volleyball. 

The NatWest Island Games take place every two years and is one of the largest participation events in the world behind the Commonwealth Games and Olympics. 

The Games were established in the Isle of Man in 1985 and today include 25 member islands in, or associated with, the nine sovereign nations of Canada, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Greece, Norway, Spain, Sweden and the UK.

These are :

the Caribbean islands 

Aland (Finland)

Alderney 

Bermuda 

the Cayman;

the Falkland Islands

Faroe Islands

Froya (Denmark)

Gibraltar

Gotland (Sweden)

Greenland

Guernsey

Hitra (Norway) 

the Isle of Man and Isle of Wight

Jersey

Menorca (Spain)

Orkney

Price Edward Island (Canada)

Rhodes

Sark Saareem (Estonia)

Shetland

St Helena, and 

the Western Isles

Visit : www.natwestislandgames2011.co.uk and  www.islandgames.net. Contact : Samantha Crossfield at samantha@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

St Patrick’s Day on Montserrat 

The Caribbean island of Montserrat celebrates St Patrick’s Day Festival from 12 to 19 March 2011.
 
Known as ‘The Emerald Isle’, Montserrat is the only country outside Ireland where St Patrick’s Day is a public holiday and the week-long festival provides a rich mix of Irish and African heritage, with some traditional Caribbean entertainment.

Montserrat’s Irish heritage dates back to the 17th century when the island became a haven for Irish Catholics who were persecuted on other Caribbean islands. By 1678, a census showed that more than half the people on the island were Irish, so it is hardly surprising that the Irish had such a strong influence on the island’s developing culture. 

Visit : www.visitmontserrat.com. Contact : Chloe Buchanan at chloe@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 


Sea Kayak Adventures, California

Master yoga instructor Cynthia Lawrence, in conjunction with Sea Kayak Adventures,are offering new yoga, whales and kayaks tour in Loreto, Baja California Sur, Mexico that combine daily yoga with a little adventure.

Visit :  www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact : skadvent@roadrunner.com.

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Shangri-La’s Rasa Sentosa Resort, Singapore

Shangri-La’s Rasa Sentosa Resort, Singapore has re-opened after completing a ten-month, extensive refurbishment. The resort, which is the only beachfront hotel in Singapore, is located 15 minutes from the main shopping and business district of Orchard Road and 25 minutes from Changi International Airport.  

Attractions include a two-kilometre long sheltered beach, Fort Siloso, Universal Studios theme park, golf courses and spa retreats. 

Visit : www.shangri-la.com. Contact : Louise Toye @ louise.toye@shangri-la.com. 

England’s B&B’s

Five English B&B’s have been listed in the Trip Advisor Traveller’s Choice Awards top 10.

These are :

 

· Saltcote Place in Rye : www.saltcote.co.uk
· Number One B&B in Deal : www.numberonebandb.co.uk
· Riverside Hotel in the Lake District : www.riverside-at-ambleside.co.uk
· Creston Villa in Lincoln : www.crestonvilla.co.uk, and

· the Twenty One in Brighton : www.thetwentyone.co.uk
 

B&B’s in England date back as far as the 13th century, and began when monasteries opened up their doors to providing lodging and food to pilgrims travelling to destinations such as Canterbury and Glastonbury. 

 

One of the earliest B&Bs is the Eastbridge Hospital of St Thomas in Canterbury– established in the 12th century, in response to the needs of pilgrims who travelled to the city after the murder of Thomas a Becket in 1190.  

The Hospital and has Franciscan gardens are open to visitor

www.eastbridgehospital.org.uk
In addition there’s the chance to stay in : 

· windmills : www.thewindmill.uk.com
· converted train carriages : www.old-station.co.uk 

· Grade II listed follies : www.stafford-house.co.uk, and 

· medieval priories (www.lavenhampriory.co.uk). 

Visit : www.enjoyengland.com. Contact : Sarah Long at Sarah.Long@visitengland.org. 

Villa Clarisse and The Hôtel de Toiras, Île de Ré, France 

The Hôtel de Toiras, a 17th century former ship owner’s residence on Île de Ré, will open Villa Clarisse a sister property in May 2011. 

Situated in the heart of the port of Saint Martin de Ré, France a UNESCO World Heritage Site,  and a short stroll from the Hôtel de Toiras, the Villa Clarisse is housed in a privately owned, listed 17th century home that is undergoing a meticulous transformation into a hotel.

Saint Martin de Ré is the historical capital of Île de Ré, a tiny sliver of land stretching out into the Atlantic Ocean for 30km from La Rochelle. 

Visit : www.villaclarisse.com and www.hotel-de-toiras.com. Contact : contact Sophie Furness at  Sophie@grifcopr.com.

Hand Picked Hotels

The Hand Picked Hotels collection, created by former City lawyer Julia Hands, are luxurious country house hotels known for fine food and wines and excellent service in stylish, relaxing surroundings. 

There are 17 hotels across the UK with locations ranging from the New Forest and Jersey to Yorkshire and Edinburgh.  

In 2007, Julia Hands was awarded an MBE in the Queen's Birthday Honours List for services to the hospitality industry. 

Visit : www.handpickedhotels.co.uk. Contact : Clare Roberts at Clare.Roberts@fourcommunications.com.

Garrigae Resorts, Languedoc, France 

Le Couvent d’Hérépian

Le Couvent d’Hérépian is a  17th century converted convent that has been transformed into a luxury boutique retreat & spa in the picturesque town of Hérépian.

Les Jardins de Saint Benoît

Located in the village of Saint Laurent de la Cabrerisse and set around a traditional French bastide, Les Jardins de Saint Benoit is a vineyard hotel spa & estate. 

Port Rive Gauche

Port Rive Gauche is a small boutique hotel with 11 suites on the port of Marseillan with views of the Etang de Thau. 

Visit : www.garrigaeresorts.com. Contact : Jacinta at jacinta@rivapr.co.uk. 

The Rosewood Hotel Georgia, Vancouver

The Rosewood Hotel Georgia will officially openon 7 May 2011, 84 years to the day the original Hotel Georgia first opened in 1927.

The lobby clock, which stopped at 11:07 am on May 7, 1927, will start again at 11:08 am on May 7, 2011, when the hotel will welcome its very first guests.

Visit : www.rosewoodhotels.com and www.tourismvancouver.com. Contact : jhutchison@tourismvancouver.com. 

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 

· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.orlandoinfo.com. Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@orlandocvb.com.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 


· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.

· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com.

· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.

· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 

· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.

· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.

· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.

· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 

· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.

· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    

· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 

Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 

Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 

· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups

The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 

The Leisure Pass

The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

Interface Images

World travel photographer David Smith of Interface Images is offering ITWA members a 50% discount on all image licenses and fine art prints ordered online from 8,000 + new images of world location, ethnic life, culture, smiling faces, lifestyle and cruise ship life images across 6 continents. 

For Alliance members this discount means a large travel image source for your stories, web sites and Blogs with prices starting at less than $US10 per image. 

Visit www.interfaceimages.com for easy search, amazing photo story galleries, instant image downloads and social networking links. 

Alliance members must enter the coupon code ITWA at checkout to get the discount. 

David has also produced a Travel Photography Today DVD ideal for Alliance members with two hours of live photo tips and hints for all travellers and photographers playable on all computers and NTSC TV systems and can be ordered online at http://www.imagebyinterface.com/products.htm

Contact David Smith at dave@interfaceimages.com
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books

www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
Bradt Travel 

www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone

www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS

www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook

www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  

Inn House Publishing

www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers

www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 

Lonely Planet

www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 

www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides

www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com


Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 

www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft

www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


______________________________________________________________________________

Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
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