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	Issue 97 : mid-May 2011:  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Horse riding in Kansas and Oklahoma

Horse riding on Kansas and Oklahoma ranches can also include rodeo events, horse friendly state parks and horseback trails.

Horse riding in Kansas is good for horse riders and trail riding fans due to its varied climate, landscapes and the chance to ride in 24 Kansas State Parks.  
The city of Abilene used to be the end of the Chisholm Trail, where cowboys drove longhorn cattle to market.  
Dodge City, is where Wyatt Earp tried to maintain law and order when the city was a wild cattle town


Oklahoma offers a variety of equestrian services, as well as beautiful riding trails and a wide variety of horse breeds.  
The prairies and eastern forests of Oklahoma are an excellent backdrop for horseback riding. and anyone interested in horse riding in Oklahoma will be in for a real treat. 
There are fifty state parks, six national parks, two national protected grasslands and a network of wildlife preserves and conservation areas.  Large herds of American Bison inhabit the prairie regions

The Tulsa State Fair is Oklahoma's premier equestrian event and includes classes for Arabians, the Draft Horse, Paints', Pintos', Welsh Ponies, Welsh Cobs and a roundup and riding club day.

Rodeos are popular throughout Oklahoma, and Guymon in the state's panhandle, hosts one of the largest Rodeo's in the USA


Visit : www.localriding.com/usa, www.TravelKs.com and www.TravelOk.com. To discuss press trips contact: Derek Mackenzie-Hook at press@TravelKsOk.co.uk
The Broadway Collection

The Broadway Collection is a group of 19 Broadway musicals, including :

· The Lion King

· Mamma Mia!

· Chicago

· The Phantom of the Opera

· Priscilla Queen of the Desert

· Anything Goes

· Billy Elliot

· Jersey Boys, and

· Cirque Du Soleil’s Zarkana

The Collection will be delighted to offer review tickets to Alliance members. Visit : www.broadwayinbound.com. Contact : Dulla Tulley at della.tully@btinternet.com. 

Press trips to Austria

The Austrian National Tourist Office has group and individual press trips to the country including :

Mountains staging art in Lech-Zuers / Bregenzerwald in Vorarlberg

Discover controversial art and human influence in high alpine areas, the interaction of mountainous scenery and art installations. 

Art & culture on Lake Constanze in Vorarlberg

Lake Constanze, the coming together of three countries and cultural lifestyles can best be seen at the KUB with its extraordinary exhibition. There are also the opera productions on the floating stage. 

Discover Innsbruck, Graz and Salzburg
Graz, with its modern architecture, Innsbruck, the emperors' heritage and Salzburg - Mozart and the Renaissance combined. 

On the nature trail in Zell am See-Kaprun

Experiences with wildlife - guided tours with a ranger through the National Park Hohe Tauern will help you understanding the circle of life in the high alpine regions. The Hohe Tauern even has an informal “Big Five” of creatures to spot: the Chamois, Ibex, Griffon Vulture, Golden Eagle and Bearded Vulture. 

Slow down the Austrian way in Burgenland 

Lake Neusiedlersee, where birds take their break on the way south/north, watch them in their habitat guided by National park Rangers, enjoy Austrian wine.

Family's paradise Saalbach-Hinterglemm

The children's playground: entertaining education at Schnitzas Holzpark and outdoor adventure at the high-rope course. 

Back to nature & the art of living in the Alpbachtal

A return to the "good old days" - where traditions remain alive, including an appreciation of local products and recipes, wellness/herbal treatments, sustainability and social. 

Nature's dinner table in the Zillertal

The art of food and sustainability, naturally grown, enjoyed in award-winning mountain restaurants with views all that you will find in the Zillertal. Tuxer-Beef, Haymilk-cheese and local beer.

The Outdoor fitness centre - Montafon in Vorarlberg

Fitness trails in woods, a 'stairway to heaven', fitness training for body and soul - Montafon in Vorarlberg. 

The Eagle’s Walk - Enjoy the spirit of walking in Tirol

Eagle Walk where mountaineers clubs run alpine refuges and giving advice regarding safety, weather, most scenic trails, rare fauna and flora, tradition of wooden crosses on mountain tops. 

Visit : www.austria.info. Contact : Martina Jamnig at martina.jamnig@austria.info.
Alacati Zeytin Hotel, Turkey

Alacati Zeytin Hotel is located in Alacati, Turkey, and just a short drive from Izmir Airport, offers chic, boutique style accommodation.  
While Alacati is a relatively unknown region for international visitors it’s very popular with rich, stylish Turkish visitors from cities like Istanbul who use the region as a retreat.  
Alacati has fine local produce including figs and olives which are grown locally.  
It is also a popular place for windsurfing and fishing.  Major attractions such as Ephesus are within easy reach.  
Alliance members are welcome to review the hotel.

Visit : www.alacatizeytinotel.com. Contact Samantha Marsh at samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
Hualapai River Runners, the Grand Canyon

Hualapai River Runners, owned and operated by the Hualapai Tribe in Northwest Arizona, has opened its 2011 season which will run until October 31. 

This is the 38th year of Hualapai River Runners - the only one-day whitewater rafting trip through the Grand Canyon. 

All 27 certified guides are Native American the majority of which are Hualapai tribal members. 

Hualapai River Runners also operates the pontoon boat experience at Grand Canyon West, a 20-minute smooth water and helicopter trip through the canyon that operates year-round.
Visit : www.hualapaitourism.com. Alliance members wishing to experience any of the trips should contact : Karen Luard: kp@KPcommunications.co.uk. 
Woburn Safari Park, UK

Woburn Safari Park in Bedfordshire, which opened in 1970, is one of the UK’s oldest wild animal parks. 

Its animals include white rhino, elephants, lions, tigers, black bears, wolves, bison, giraffes, lemurs, zebra, camels, wallabies, penguins, three kinds of monkey and a variety of antelope species.

 
Established by the 13th Duke of Bedford on the grounds of Woburn Abbey, the park has a long history of species conservation dating back more than 100 years. 

 

Today, Woburn Safari Park is internationally recognised as a centre of excellence for the conservation of endangered wildlife and houses probably the biggest concentration of critically endangered African ungulates (hoofed mammals) on Earth.

 

Woburn Safari Park is a member of and contributor to the British and Irish Association of Zoos and Aquariums (BIAZA) and the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA).

 
Visit : www.woburn.co.uk/safari. For press trips contact : Fran Pearce at fpearce@brayleino.co.uk
Oare Manor, Exmoor National Park UK

Oare Manor is an historic residence located in the stunning Oare Valley in the heart of Exmoor National Park, the setting for the classic story of tragic heroine Lorna Doone. 

Following a two-year refurbishment project, the property now features a Victorian interior with sumptuous furnishings, valuable antiques and paintings, classic Victorian baths and all modern conveniences.

The manor house, which provides first-class accommodation in a tranquil, secluded setting, is referred to in the Domesday Book of 1086 and, in part, dates back to the early 11th century. However, the majority of the existing stone property with its distinctive gables was built in the 19th century, when it became the Manor House of Oare. 

Oare Manor is available on selected dates for exclusive use by discerning parties of up to 14 guests.

Visit www.oaremanor.com. To request a facility visit contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk. 
	Working with the Alliance 


Partners
The following travel industry partners have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

The Guild of Travel and Tourism

The Guild is an international Association for the travel, tourism, hospitality and transport industry.Visit :  www.traveltourismguild.com. Contact : Nigel Bishop at nigel.bishop@traveltourismguild.com.

Tourism Whitsundays (Australia)

Tourism Whitsundays is the official Regional Tourism Organisation responsible for the destination marketing of the Whitsundays.  The 74 islands of the Whitsundays are located on the central Queensland Coast, in the heart of the Great Barrier Reef.


Visit : www.tourismwhitsundays.com.au. Contact : Danielle Seymour at communications@tourismwhitsundays.com.au.
Binational Economic & Tourism Alliance (Canada and USA)

The Binational Economic & Tourism Alliance (BETA) is a membership-based non-profit in NYS and Ontario with a mandate to facilitate strong sustainable binational community economic development through the creation of cross-border tourism & economic development products and partnerships in the Great Lakes region of North America


Visit : www.btapartners.com. Contact : Arlene
White at arlene.white@btapartners.com.

Best Beijing Tours

Best Beijing Tours are Great Wall tour experts. Visit : www.bestbeijingtours.com. Contact : Xin Ping at pingxin008@yahoo.com.cn.
Marry Abroad

Marry Abroad provides free information site for couples wanting to get married abroad and provide marketing opportunities for destination wedding planners.


Visit : www.marryabroad.co.uk. Contact : Stephanie Bishop at stephb@marryabroad.co.uk.

South Iceland Adventures

South Iceland Adventure leads tailored adventures across Iceland for individual travellers, groups and companies seeking to experience this North Atlantic island bordering the Arctic Circle.

Specialising in winter pursuits such as glacier hiking, backcountry skiing and snow-kiting, South Iceland Adventure also leads summer and year-round pursuits such as diving, snorkelling, super jeep driving, canyoning, horse riding and cycling.


Visit : www.icelandadventure.is Contact : Sigurdur Bjarni Sveinsson at Siggi@siadv.is.

GoodTime Xtreme Tours Sibiu (Romania)

GoodTime Xtreme Tours Sibiu is the first fully licensed Tour Operator which offers enduro tours, offroad trips, adventure travel and customized tours in Romania . 

Visit : www.adventurezone.ro. Contact : Ene Catalin atoffice@goodtime.ro.

Inabus Tours (South Africa)

Inabus Tours provide sizzling South African safaris and tours as well as  visits to Namibia, Botswana, Kenya, Tanzania and more. Fly, drive, camp or be lodged at different comfort levels through Africa.

Visit : www.inabustours.com. Contact : Mauritz van Heerden at mauritz@inabustours.com. 

The West Somerset Railway

The West Somerset Railway is Britain's longest standard gauge steam railway running for 20 miles between Bishops Lydeard (near Taunton) and Minehead. Trains operate on over 200 days each year. 
Visit : www.west-somerset-railway.co.uk. For press tickets contact : John Simms at john.com@wsrail.net.
Big Brum open top bus sightseeing tour (UK)

Big Brum open top bus sightseeing tour is a live guided exciting adventure through the UK’s second city – the Brummagem tour explores the global city with a local heart. 

Visit : www.birmingham-tours.co.uk. Contact : Sue Behan at enquiries@birmingham-tours.co.uk.

Tierras Vivas (Peru)

Tierras Vivas is a newly established and dynamic travel company dedicated to Peru. Visit : www.tierrasvivas.com. Contact : Edwin
Caviedes at info@tierrasvivas.com
The Top Travel Club (Canada)

The Top Travel Club builds global partnerships with travel operators. Offering partnerships to develop membership base and fundraising for non-profits.


Visit : www.thetoptravelclub.com. Contact : Tony Humphrey at tony@thetoptravelclub.com.

YLTOUR (Italy)

YLTOUR is a Puglia custom trips and DMC company specialising on culinary and wine tours. Ylenia selects for you the very best cooking lessons, yoga retreats, winery and gourmet tours, excursions to artisan food and producers, incentive ideas as part of your vacation in wonderful villages throughout Salento and Puglia. 

With Ylenia you will experience a rustic and friendly holiday atmosphere: a yoga class under the olive trees, in front of the sky or on the beach, a fun cooking class with a local mamma, shopping in fresh veg markets, meeting friends, eating regional foodstuffs, hanging out with local farmers, excellent local wine and visits to popular villages festivities, cycling and much more!!


Visit : www.yltourcongressi.com. Contact : Ylenia Sambati at info@yltourcongressi.com.

Wildpath Tours &Travel (Africa)

WildPath offers a varied portfolio of safaris and tours to Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Rwanda and DRC. 

Our African safaris are geared towards the leisure and adventure travelers. Our core philosophy is to provide memorable African safaris, outstanding and knowledgeable service at competitive prices.


Visit : www.widpathtours.com. Contact : Keziah Gachie at keziah@wildpathtours.com.

DayDreams Travel (Turkey)

Daydreams is a leading Turkish boat specialist offering private charter holidays with a selection of 32 crewed boats, from standard gulets to luxury schooners, to choose from.  

Daydreams also offers an escorted 'house party' programme on board a Turkish schooner for single travellers, couples and friends. Tailor made land arrangements in Turkey can be combined with either type of holiday.


Visit :  www.daydreams-travel.com. Jennifer Day at jennyday@day-dreams-travel.com.

Denbies Wine Estate (UK)


Established in 1986, Denbies Wine Estate is England’s largest single estate vineyard with 265 acres of vines. It’s one of the first wine estates in the world to give visitors of all ages a unique and fascinating insight into all aspects of the wine producing process, all year round. 

The flint-clad Chateau-style Visitor Centre hosts two restaurants; the indoor Garden Conservatory and the third floor Gallery Restaurant providing spectacular views of the estate, together with a diversely stocked wine and gift shop and garden farm shop.

The Denbies Farmhouse Guest Accommodation, ETB ‘Silver 4 with its stunning views over the vineyard is perfect for guests wishing to extend their stay.


Visit : www.denbies.co.uk. Contact : Jeannette Simpson at jsimpson@denbiesvineyard.co.uk.

DoubleTree by Hilton Hotels (USA)


With a fast-growing collection of contemporary, upscale accommodations in more than 250 gateway cities, metropolitan areas and vacation destinations worldwide, DoubleTree by Hilton hotels are distinctively designed properties that provide true comfort to today’s business and leisure travellers. 

From the millions of guests who are welcomed with the brand’s legendary, warm chocolate chip cookies at check-in to the advantages of the award-winning Hilton HHonors® guest reward programme, each DoubleTree by Hilton guest receives a satisfying stay.


Visit : www.doubletree.com. Contact : Thomas Wingham at thomas.wingham@hilton.com.

Mayrhofen Ski Tours


Mayrhofen Ski Tours offers a totally personal and bespoke method of organising and maximising your time in the Alps.  The company has over 15 years of experience of organising large groups to this area


Visit : www.mayrhofenskitours.co.uk. Contact : Nigel Blackburn at nigel@mayrhofenskitours.co.uk.

	News


The Motorhome Experts

The Motorhome Experts are offering half-price rentals from locations across the USA and Canada this winter. Any twenty-eight night rental will only be charged for the first fourteen nights.

Visit : www.TheMotorhomeXperts.com. Contact : Patrick Richardson at patrick@worldwidetravelmarketing.com.

easyJet

easyJet has launch a new route between Glasgow and Amsterdam. Visit : www.easyjet.com. Contact : Andrew McConnell at press.office@easyJet.com.
St. Kitts Music Festival

The Commodores, have joined the line-up for this year’s 15th St. Kitts Music Festival, which will take place on island from 23-25 June 2011. Visit : www.stkittstourism.kn. Contact : Patricia Rowan at patricia@adams-pr.com. 
	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Frankfurt am Main, Germany

The “Kuhhirtenturm” in Sachsenhausen, which pays tribute to Paul Hindemith, a celebrated

German composer is the latest addition to the museum embankment of Frankfurt am Main. 

The Alliance has produced Destination Frankfurt : a detailed media dossier on the city. For a copy, visit : www.itwalliance.com or email Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com. 

Frankfurt will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members. Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de. 
The Floriade World Horticultural Expo, Venio, Holland
The Floriade World Horticultural Expo (5 April to 12 October 2012) is staged once every ten years at a changing location in Holland and provides a chance to see flowers, plants, trees, fruit and vegetables of the world on show.  The Expo should attract two million visitors. 

Visit : www.holland.com/uk/press/floriade-2012.jsp or www.floriade.nl. For more information and press trips opportunities contact :  Rianne Ojeh at press-uk@holland.com.
The Tea Guild’s Top London Afternoon Tea
Claridge’s is named as the finest venue in London to enjoy afternoon tea. The hotel won the highest ‘accolade’ of the tea world by winning The Tea Guild’s Top London Afternoon Tea 2011 Award.

Visit : www.claridges.co.uk and www.tea.co.uk/teaguild.  Emma Sanderson at emma.sanderson@nexuspr.com
Atlantic Holidays

Atlantic Holidays starts a Monarch flight from Norwich to the isle of Madeira from May 2011.  

Atlantic Holidays is the UK’s leading specialist tour operator to Madeira and its neighbouring island of Porto Santo. It is part of Portugal’s leisure company, the Pestana Hotels & Resorts Group, which owns and manages 82 hotel and pousada properties in Europe, Africa and South America.  

Visit : www.atlanticholidays.net. Contact : Dino Toouli at dtoouli@atlanticholidays.net. 
Lonely Planet 

Lonely Planet has released a new audio walking tour of London for iPhone users to celebrate the wedding of William and Kate. 

The Royal London Audio Walking Tour of the top regal spots in London is free to download from the iTunes store for a limited time.

The tour follows the route that the newlyweds will take after the wedding ceremony, taking in 13 sights from Westminster Abbey to Buckingham Palace and including 10 Downing Street, Women of World War II Monument and St James’ Palace.

Visit : www.lonelyplanet.co.uk. Contact : Heather Carswell at heatherc@lonelyplanet.co.uk.
The Antarctic Dream

The Antarctic Dream, a 78 person expedition cruises ship that saw longtime service in the Chilean Navy has unveiled its “Fly and Sail” Program for the 2011-2012 season. 

This new 8-day/7-night program runs in two different itineraries – one itinerary leaves by plane from Punta Arenas, Chile and returns eight days later by sea to Ushuaia, Argentina.

The other leaves by sea from Ushuaia, Argentina and returns by plane to Punta Arenas, Chile. 

Visit : www.antarcticdream.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

Bikes and Beer in Belgium

ExperiencePlus! Bicycle Tours has teamed up with Jeff Lebesch, founder and former owner of New Belgium Brewing to offer a VIP biking tour of Belgium.

The tour begins and ends in Brussels after cycling some 30 to 55 miles a day, for a total of up to 173 miles over eight days and 277 miles over 11 days. 

WWI battle and historical sites, the UNESCO World Heritage sites of Brugge and Tournai, Trappist breweries and Lambic beer are included on the tour. 

Visit : www.experienceplus.com. Contact: Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com
The Channel Island Way UK

The Channel Island Way is a new island-hopping walking route and guide, which provides a way to explore the differing coastlines of the five largest Channel Islands: Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney, Sark and Herm. 
  
Visitore can fly into the bigger islands of Guernsey, Jersey and Alderney, but the smaller islands of Sark and Herm can only be reached by boat.   
 
Visit : www.visitguernsey.com/walking. Contact : Tom Panagos tom@saltmarshpr.co.uk

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

Hemingway Days Festival, Key West FL

19 to 24 July 2011

The life of American writer and Pulitzer Prize winner Ernest Hemingway will be celebrated during the annual Hemingway Days festival in Key West, Florida Keys. 

Events include Sloppy Joe's “Papa” Hemingway Look-Alike Contest, where stocky white-bearded men resembling Hemingway vie for top honours at one of the author’s preferred drinking spots.

Among the other events are a three-day marlin fishing competition celebrating Hemingway’s love for the deep-sea sport, a unique take on a Hemingway favourite called the Running of the Bulls, readings and book signings by noted authors and an exhibit of rare Hemingway memorabilia. 

Visit : www.hemingwayhome.com and www.fla-keys.co.uk. Contact : Kate Burgess at kate.burgess@kbc-pr.com.

Summer events in Laguna Beach, California
Laguna Beach, a seaside resort and artist community located in southern Orange County, California, runs arts influenced events throughout the year.

First Saturdays Artist Open Studios,

7 May, 4 June, 2 July and 6 August 2011 

The opportunity to visit 26 professional artists in private working studios throughout Laguna Beach. www.lagunabeachcity.net 
Laguna Craft Guild
29 May and 12 June 2011 

An exhibition of original Arts and Crafts by local Laguna Beach artists on the Main Beach Cobblestones. www.lagunacraftguild.org
Full Moon Drum Circle
17 May, 15 June 15 and 31 August  2011 

Takes place at full moon at Aliso Beach, located a few miles south of Laguna Beach's downtown www.lavidalaguna.com
Sawdust Art Festival 
24 June 28 August 2011. 

A staple of Southern California, the popular Sawdust Art Festival allows visitors to mingle with more than 200 local artists, learn about the creative process and shop for that perfect find. 
Founded in 1966, the festival gets its name from the sawdust that was placed on the ground to keep down the dust in the vacant lot where the event was first held.

www.sawdustartfestival.org

Festival of Arts - California's Premier Fine Art Show 
3 July – 31 August 31 2011. 

This top-rated art show features original artwork by more than 140 of the area's most accomplished artists. www.lagunafestivalofarts.org
35th Annual Victoria Skimboards World Championship of Skimboarding
June 2011. 

This two-day event (dates TBD) held each year at Aliso Beach Park in South Laguna is considered the most prestigious event on the skimboarding circuit. www.victoriaskimboards.com
Laguna Beach Live! Jazz Wednesdays 

6, 13, 20 and 27 July and  3, 10, 17, 24 and 31 August 2011. 

Held in the outdoor rose garden at Hotel Laguna in the heart of downtown Laguna Beach. Gifted jazz artists perform live. www.lagunabeachlive.org 
Visit : www.lagunabeachinfo.com. Contact : Ashley Johnson at Ashley@lagunabeachinfo.com. 
Denbies Wine Estate Bacchus Marathon and Half-Marathon 

Sunday 11 September 2011

Denbies Wine Estate, in Dorking, Surrey, which is England’s largest vineyard is staging the Bacchus Marathon and Half-Marathon. Entrants will be able to sample Denbies award wining wine as they take the route through the spectacular scenery of the Surrey Hills and North Downs. 

Established in 1986, Denbies Wine Estate is England’s largest single estate vineyard with 265 acres of vines.The Denbies Farmhouse provides Englist Tourist Board 4-Star Silver accommodation with views over the vineyard.

Visit : www.denbiesvineyard.co.uk. Contact : Jeannette Simpson at jsimpson@denbiesvineyard.co.uk.

Ironbridge Gorge World Heritage Festival, Shropshire UK
24 September 2011

The seventh Ironbridge Gorge World Heritage Festival at Telford, Shropshire will also celebrate the 25th anniversary since this World Heritage Site was designated in November 1986, one of the first in the United Kingdom, along with Stonehenge and The Giants Causeway.

Visit : www.ironbridge.org.uk and www.visitironbridge.co.uk. For press visits contact : Pat Edgar at 

PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com
Tennerfest, Gurnsey, Channel Islands UK 
Saturday 1 October to Saturday 12 November


For the 14th consecutive year, starting from the 1 October, Guernsey runs six weeks of meals at fixed prices. Starting from £10, diners are guaranteed to find outstanding menus and meals created from the wealth of local produce.

Highlighting the diversity and choice of food available, there are cafés, bistros, gastro pubs, seafood restaurants, Italian, Indian and Chinese restaurants, as well as the more traditional hotel restaurants.


Visit : www.tennerfest.com. Tom Panagos at tom@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Fly Camping  in Kenya’s Samburu region

The Safari Collection has introduced fly camping to the activities available at the boutique lodge Sasaab, located in Kenya’s Samburu region. 

This offers guests the opportunity to explore the further reaches of the Westgate Community Conservancy on foot, getting close to wildlife and birds and sleeping out for a night or two.

Visit:  www.thesafaricollection.com. Contact : Daniela Resenterra at Danielar@hillsbalfour.com.

Tallahassee, Florida
Tallahassee, is located in the Red Hills region of the Florida Panhandle. 

Situated at the top of the 'Sunshine State' it lies some 25 miles from the Gulf of Mexico and is surrounded by genuine natural beauty. As Florida State Capital, Tallahassee also enjoys a political edge and historic ambiance supported by a fine cultural offering and cosmopolitan infrastructure. 

The Florida State and Florida A&M Universities are both based here and these infuse the city with the youthful vibrancy of a college town.
Downtown Tallahassee, and its emerging mid-town area, is clean, well laid out and attractive with main thoroughfares dominated by the majestic live oaks festooned with Spanish moss.
While Florida is one of the world's major tourist hot spots, Tallahassee is yet to be recognised as a travel destination in its own right.

Visit : www.visittallahassee.com. Contact : Amanda Russo at arusso@zimmerman.com. 
The Isles of Scilly, UK
Scilly is (or the Isles of  Scilly are) a string of islands forming an archipelago some 28 miles off Lands End, the south-western tip of the UK's Cornish peninsula.

With a total resident population of just over 1,600 - and given all the friendly waving, smiling and nodding that takes place - everyone seems to know everyone else.

From a visitor perspective, it also means almost everyone is involved with, or benefits from, tourism - the economic mainstay of the Isles.

This goes a long way to explaining the genuine welcome visitors to Scilly receive. And why so many of those visitors return again and again and again.

Designated an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, the isles are known for their bird life, particularly Puffins and Storm Petrels and the number of rare migrants that have ornithologists flocking to Scilly.

While its Gulf Stream location makes for a temperate climate with frost and snow rare it is also exposed the Atlantic winds, which can see spectacular winter gales lashing the islands.

Visit : www.simplyscilly.co.uk   Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 
The first Rift Valley Festival, Kenya

The second Rift Valley Festival takes place from 2 to 4 September 2011.

The event is an intimate gathering of local and international artists, combining traditional African roots and global styles and providing a stage for established as well as developing talent. 

The event is also an opportunity to showcase the local arts, crafts and culture of the Rift Valley. 

Visit: www.riftvalleyfestival.com and www.magicalkenya.com.  Contact : Daniela Resenterra at Danielar@hillsbalfour.com.   

The Eyjafallajökull volcano, Iceland

With April marking a year since the Eyjafallajökull ash cloud began to cause global travel disruption. Iceland has opened a dedicated volcano museum and is running volcano tours. 
 
The volcanic landscape around Eyjafallajökull is safe and open to visit. 

Visitors will be able tom see the dramatic changes the ash cloud caused to the area including the spectacular Gigjökull glacierfall, which formed from Eyjafjallajökull’s melted ice cap and the striking black and white glaciers. Visitors can also journey to the eruption site, 700 metres above sea level, for panoramic views over volcano tops and the Atlantic Ocean.
 
A new Visitor Centre opened in April at Þorvaldseyri farm, which lies at the base of Eyjafjallajökull. 

Superjeep tours


A growing number of superjeep rides take visitors where no other vehicle can- across glacial rivers and over rough terrain to get up close to the dormant volcano. The jeeps travel through lava fields, past glaciers and mountains and stop off at Seljalandsfoss waterfall, which can be walked behind. 
 
Visit : www.re.is.

Nordic Visitor

Nordic Visitor has a three day volcano tour including two nights accommodation, airport transfers, a guided superjeep tour 

Visit : www.nordicvisitor.com 
 
Helicopter tours


Visitors can take helicopter rides from Reykjavik up into the volcanic area to see the destruction of the ash cloud with black glaciers, old lava flows and spectacular waterfalls. 

Visit : www.helicoptericeland.com 

Volcano hikes


Discover The World’s special eight day Volcano Explorer package, available from May until September, is a self drive tour journeys through south Iceland’s volcanic areas. Highlights include the rifts and fissures of Thingvellir National Park, climbing the Eldfell crater in the Westman Islands, which is still steaming after its 1973 eruption, and seeing the spectacular 565 km lava flow at Laki. 

www.discover-the-world.co.uk 

Visit: www.visiticeland.com. Contact :  Jenny Groutage at jenny/amelia@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

 

Ulusaba Private Game Reserve, South Africa

at Ulusaba Private Game Reserve, South Africa offers photographic safaris for amateur photographers led by Ulusaba's professional rangers and trackers, themselves photographers. 

Guests are taught how to interpret animal behaviour while seeking out the best game around.

Visit : www.ulusaba.virgin.com. Contact : enquiries@quintessentiallyescape.com.

Gay pride in Massachusetts

Massachusetts was the first US state to legalise same sex marriage in 2004.

Pride Week in Boston is the largest gay pride event in New England, and one of the most popular on the East Coast.  

The Week begins on Friday, 3 June with the raising of a giant rainbow-colored flag at Boston's City Hall Plaza. Thousands of gay rights supporters and activists flock to this historic site in downtown Boston. 

Pride Day follows on Saturday at Faneuil Hall Marketplace. It’s an event for the whole family, with live entertainment, food and people-watching.

On Wednesday 8 June, Club Café in the South End will host the live event “Pride Idol” – named after the TV series, American Idol. The winner will have the chance to perform at the Pride Festival. 

On June 9, 10 & 12, the Boston Gay Men’s Chorus will hold three nights of concerts at John Hancock Hall in Boston with the theme: All you need is love: the music of the Beatles.

Offering a more subdued, grassroots alternative to Boston's lively Pride celebration, the Boston Dyke March will take place on Friday 10 June. This evening event is a venue for influential speakers and artists, and features high-quality performances.

Pride Week culminates in the Boston Pride Parade & Festival on Saturday 11 June. 

This year marks the 41st annual parade, which starts in the South End and ends at Boston City Hall Plaza; the festival begins here, featuring top entertainers and more than 100 vendors.

On Sunday 12th June, the last day of Pride Week, block parties spring up in Boston’s gay-friendly neighborhoods, the South End and Jamaica Plain (JP).

Many bars and gay-popular restaurants, hotels, and shops will hold special events and parties throughout Pride Week. 

In July, Provincetown celebrates Family Week, the largest national gathering of the LGBT family community in the United States. LGBT parents, their children, their extended families, prospective parents and friends gather to enjoy the summer on Cape Cod. 

This year, the 14th -19th August marks the Carnival celebration in Provincetown with the theme, “Can’t Stop the Music.” Participants are encouraged to dress up as their favorite musicians, or choose a decade of music for their costume theme; Roaring Twenties, Seventies Funk, the list goes on!

Visit : www.massvacation.com/rainbow. Contact: Kirsty Dillury at Kirsty@ttmworld.co.uk.

Water sports in and on the Great Lakes of North America  

The Great Lakes of North America is the largest expanse of freshwater in the world, which is the size of continental Europe, and includes the US states of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.

Michigan

Locals and visitors have been surfing off Lake Michigan for many years and can include surfing Lake Superior, the coldest and deepest of the Great Lakes. 

Wisconsin

Wisconsin has more than 15,000 lakes and 33,000 miles of rivers and streams. Visitors can go fishing or sailing on the waters of Lakes Michigan and Superior with instruction from experienced guides and outfitters. 

Scenic boat cruises operate on these lakes viewing lighthouses and rock formations along more than 450 miles of Wisconsin shoreline. 

Minnesota

The Boundary Waters, a 1.09 million acre wilderness area within the Superior National Forest in north-eastern Minnesota, is recognised as one of the world’s most stunningly beautiful locations. 

Located along the Minnesota/Canadian border it comprises more than 1,100 lakes and 1,500 miles of paddling routes.

Illinois

Geocaching, a treasure hunt using a number of clues and a special GPS device can be done on foot, two or four wheels or by boat. It allows participants to follow the Mississippi River through Illinois.

Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania is a piscatorial draw, with blue ribbon trout and bass-friendly waters from Lake Erie across the state to the Delaware River. 

Visit www.greatlakesnorthamerica.co.uk. Contact : Laura Mason-Byers at laura@cellet.co.uk. 

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Hilton Maldives Iru Fushi Resort & Spa 

The Hilton Maldives Iru Fushi Resort & Spa has opened its newest restaurant, ‘Bamboo’. 

Created specifically to introduce new flavours to the five-star resort’s guests, Bamboo offers a taste of casual dining from across south and south-east Asia with a menu that features dishes as varied as Japanese sushi and Chinese dim sum to Sri Lankan and Vietnamese specialties. 

Hilton Maldives Iru FushiSet in 52 acres of white beach and abundant tropical vegetation, within the unspoilt Noonu Atoll in the north of The Maldives.It is reached by a 55-minute seaplane transfer from Male International Airport.
Visit : www.hilton.com/Maldives. For press trip requests contact Gail Palmer at gail@ktapr.com.

Hatherley Manor, the Cotswolds UK

Hatherley Manor, is a 17th century country house hotel, located in a 37-acre parkland estate in the  Cotswolds. It is six miles from Cheltenham, four miles from Gloucester and within easy reach of the Forest of Dean and local castles, vineyards and stately homes. 
Visit : www.hatherleymanor.com. Contact : Julia Farish at farish@travelpr.co.uk.

Courtyard by Marriott 

The Courtyard by Marriott Bali has opened in the Nusa Dua resort area of indonesio. It is the groups  first location in Indonesia and its 900th  in the world.

The 250 deluxe guestrooms offer, either a private balcony, a garden terrace or a terrace with close to pool access.

Visit : www.courtyard.com. Contact : Fretty Widya Zahfithri at fretty.zahfithri@courtyard.com

Shangri-La Hotel, Manzhouli, Inner Mongolia 

Shangri-La Asia has opened Shangri-La Hotel, Manzhouli - the group’s third hotel in Inner Mongolia.  

Manzhouli borders both Northern China and Russia, and features architecture and cultures from both countries, including the world’s tallest Matryoshka Doll (the famous Russian ‘doll within a doll’). 

The hotel has views of Xiaobei Lake, the city or the grasslands beyond. With a population of 300,000, Manzhouli has more than 20 minority nationalities, including Mongolian, Hui, Korean, and Russian.  

Visit www.shangri-la.com.  Contact : Louise Toye at louise.toye@shangri-la.com.

Mövenpick Hotels & Resorts 
The Mövenpick Resort & Spa Cebu 

The Mövenpick Resort & Spa Cebu is a Mediterranean-inspired resort hotel set on its own private beach on Mactan Island, which is located a few kilometres from Cebu Island in the Philippines.

One of the major tourist Islands of Cebu, Mactan Island has a diverse collection of tourist spots and attractions. As a coral island, Mactan offers some of the best diving, snorkeling, island hopping, jet ski, sailing and cultural activities of any island in the Philippines.
Guests looking for something more energetic can head into Cebu, with its vibrant nightlife and extensive shopping, half an hour away.
Since late 2010 the group has extended its Asian presence beyond Thailand and Vietnam, with recent developments announced in China, Malaysia, Sri Lanka and India. 
Mövenpick Heritage Hotel Sentosa, Singapore
 

Mövenpick Hotels & Resorts has also soft opened the Mövenpick Heritage Hotel Sentosa, its first property in Singapore, with the grand launch earmarked towards the end of the year.

Located in the heart of Sentosa, overlooking the South China Sea and Merlion Park, the five-star hotel depicts the colonial history and contemporary flair of the country in its striking interiors, designed by world famous Japanese firm, Super Potato. 

Mövenpick Hotels & Resorts, an upscale hotel management company has over 90 hotels existing or under construction in 30 countries.

Visit : www.movenpick-hotels.com. Contact : Laura Perez at laura.perez@movenpick.com. 
The Eurostars Berlin

The Eurostars Berlin 5*, the first hotel managed directly by Grupo Hotusa in the city through its Eurostars Hotels chain. 
Located in the heart of the city in the Mitte district, the Eurostars Berlin 5* is a newly-built hotel with 221 rooms and  a gourmet restaurant.

The groupm already runs the Eurostars Grand Central and the Hotel Regent in Munich, and the Eurostars Park Maximilian in Regensburg, all four-star hotels.
Visit : www.eurostarsberlin.com. Contact : Matías Bueno at comunicacion1@eurostarshotels.com. 
The Fairmont Waterfront, Vancouver, BC

The Fairmont Waterfront’s rooftop apiary overlooking Burrard Inlet is home to a half million honeybees during the summer months and where a 600 lb. harvest inspired the creation of the hotel’s honey truffles, the “Bee’s Knees”. 
The Fairmont Waterfront’s truffles, created in partnership with British Columbia’s chocolatier, Rogers’ Chocolates, are offered in milk and dark chocolate and feature flavour notes of butterscotch, vanilla and cinnamon.

During the summer months, guests of the hotel are invited to join the weekly garden and hive tours conducted by Director of Housekeeping and resident Beekeeper, Graeme Evans and to learn more about the hotel’s leading sustainability practices. 
Visit :  www.fairmont.com/waterfront. Contact : Emily Armstrong at emily.armstrong@fairmont.com.
Conrad Maldives Rangali Island


Set in a picturesque corner of the Maldives, the Conrad Maldives Rangali Island combines three resorts on two islands, linked by a bridge and surrounded by a coral reef and lagoon. 

Accommodation includes 50 Water Villas in the country, 79 Beach Villas and 21 Spa Water Villas.

Conrad® Hotels & Resorts is Hilton Worldwide’s global luxury brand with hotels in five continents and in the world’s gateway cities and most sought-after resort destinations.

Visit www.conradhotels.com. Contact : Sophie Nicholas at sophie@ktapr.com.

The Renaissance Charlotte SouthPark Hotel, NC

The Renaissance Charlotte SouthPark Hotel, North Carolina, offers a resident "Wine Navigator" every Tuesday to pour samples and showcase the latest offerings in the boutique wine category.

The hotel, which is located in the affluent SouthPark neighborhood, just a few minutes south of uptown Charlotte has just completed a multi-million dollar renovation.  

Visit : www.RenaissanceCharlotteSouthPark.com. Contact : Jane Coloccia at janecoloccia@gmail.com. 
Anantara Resort Golden Triangle, Thailand 
Anantara Resort Golden Triangle is located 60km north of Chiang Rai’s international airport, close to the historic town of Chiang Saen in the heart of northern Thailand’s hill-tribe.

The resort is set in 160 acres of indigenous forest and landscaped gardens with a infinity-edge swimming pool set into the hillside behind the resort with views over the Mekong valley below. 
An undisputed highlight of the resort is the elephant Mahout training camp. Set within the resort’s lush bamboo forest, the camp is home to thirty two elephants. 
The animals are cared for by their local mahouts (drivers) and English-born resident Director of Elephants, John Roberts who is also a qualified mahout himself.  

Anantara's Bophut

Nestled on a quiet stretch of sand and the glittering waters of the Gulf of Thailand, Anantara's Bophut resort offers an experience that combines island magic, Thai charm and Anantara style. 
Set in serene Fisherman's Cove at BoPhut beach on Samui Island, experience the vibrant colours of Anantara's Bill Bensley-designed tropical gardens. 
Tranquil beaches, traditional southern Thai architecture and a seductive destination spa make this the ideal Samui resort hideway.

Visit : www.anantara.com. Contact : Vikki Moody at Vikki@bethcooperpr.co.uk.

Section two : ongoing opportunities
	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· The German city of Frankfurt will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members. Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.
· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com.  Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@visitorlando.com.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The Woburn Safari Park, Bedfordshire UK will offer reviews to Alliance members. Visit : www.woburn.co.uk/safari. Contact : Fran Pearce at fpearce@brayleino.co.uk. 
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 
· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 
· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 
· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk.
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk.

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 
· Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.

· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Terms & Conditions:

· subject to availability at time of booking

· valid rental & booking period: Jan 1st - Dec 31, 2011 

· offer valid for car rentals in Switzerland, Italy, France & Monaco, Germany

· applies to all car categories and Elite Rent-a-Car rental tariffs (Shopping/Tradition)

· blackout period for complimentary car upgrade is 1 July to 15 September 15 to 31 December 2011

· Elite Rent to be mentioned and contacts included in fact box of subsequent editorial feature

Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups
The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk. 

Interface Images

World travel photographer David Smith of Interface Images is offering ITWA members a 50% discount on all image licenses and fine art prints ordered online from 8,000 + new images of world location, ethnic life, culture, smiling faces, lifestyle and cruise ship life images across 6 continents. 
For Alliance members this discount means a large travel image source for your stories, web sites and Blogs with prices starting at less than $US10 per image. 

Visit www.interfaceimages.com for easy search, amazing photo story galleries, instant image downloads and social networking links. 

Alliance members must enter the coupon code ITWA at checkout to get the discount. 

David has also produced a Travel Photography Today DVD ideal for Alliance members with two hours of live photo tips and hints for all travellers and photographers playable on all computers and NTSC TV systems and can be ordered online at http://www.imagebyinterface.com/products.htm

Contact David Smith at dave@interfaceimages.com
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.
AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.
Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


______________________________________________________________________________

Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
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