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Destination Taiwan

Introduction 

Destination Taiwan has been produced by the Taiwan Tourist Authority and the International Travel Writers Alliance.

It provides a media resource for professionals looking to visiting the country to write, broadcast or create images.

The contents 

· Key information

· When to go to Taiwan 

· Getting to Taiwan 

· Getting around Taiwan

· News from Taiwan

· Reasons to write about Taiwan

· Media contacts   

· More information 

Additional information 

· Annual festivals and events 

· A few key words

· Price comparisons 

Key information  

The full name of the country: 
The Republic of China, Taiwan

Location: 
Taiwan is located in the Western Pacific about 160km (99 miles) off China’s southeast coast, midway between Japan and the Philippines.

Area: 
Taiwan measures about 394km (245 miles) long and 144km (90 miles) wide and has an area of approximately 36,000 sq km (13,900 sq. miles).

Population:


22.75 million (October 2005)

Political set up:
Constitutional democracy / Electoral democracy. The Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) has governed Taiwan since 2000 with Chen Shui-bian, now serving his second term as president.

Capital city: 


Taipei City
Entry requirements:
Citizens of certain countries, including the United Kingdom, are eligible for 30-day visa-exempt entry or 30-day landing visas, which can be applied for on arrival. The government maintains several websites and service hotlines to provide foreigners with information about travelling, living, and working in Taiwan.

Medical requirements: 
Vaccinations are not normally required for entry into Taiwan.

Language(s) spoken: 
Mandarin, Holo Taiwanese, Hakka, and various aboriginal languages. English as a second language is spoken in major cities on the island.

Unit of currency: 
The New Taiwan Dollar (NT$). Exchange rate: NT$ 62.5 to GB£1 (Sept 2006) 
Credit cards: 
Major credit cards are accepted widely. Traveller’s checks can be cashed at foreign-exchange banks and many tourist-oriented stores.

Tipping: 
Tipping is not the custom in Taiwan; however, a 10% service charge is automatically added to room service and meals at hotels and restaurants.
Business hours: 
Business hours in Taiwan are almost the same as in Western countries – weekdays 8.30 am to 5.30 pm. On Saturdays, most people work until noon. Taiwanese people take lunch very seriously. Most business and all government offices close for lunch from about noon to 1.30 pm.

Time differential:
All Taiwan territories are in one time zone, which is eight hours ahead of GMT. The same time standard is applied year-around.
Religion(s):
Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, and Christianity. Han and Non-Han ethnic groups.

National holidays: 

Government offices are closed on the following days.

Founding Day of the Republic of China:  1 January 
Lunar New Year: first day of the first lunar month
Peace Memorial Day: 28 February 
Tomb-Sweeping Day: 5 April 

Dragon Boat Festival: fifth day of the fifth lunar month

Mid-Autumn Festival: 15th day of the eighth lunar month
Double Tenth National Day 10 October 
When to go to Taiwan 

Taiwan has a subtropical climate in the north of the island and tropical in the south. 

Average temperatures range from 14ºC (57ºF) in January to 28ºC (82ºF) in July. Summer, which starts 

in May and lasts through September, is usually hot and humid. 

Short, mild winters last from December through February, with scattered snowfalls only occurring on 

the island’s highest mountains. 

Three to four typhoons on average hit Taiwan every year, usually in July, August and September.

Getting to Taiwan 

By air 

Taiwan has two international airports, Chiang Kai-shek International Airport in the north, and Kaohsiung International Airport in the south. 

British Airways, Cathay Pacific, EVA Airways and Singapore Airlines all fly direct from the UK. 

By boat 

The major ports for international passenger ships are Keelung, Kaohsiung, and Hualien. 

Staying in Taiwan 

Several levels of accommodation are available in Taiwan, ranging from five-star international tourist hotels to budget hotels and youth hostels. 

For more information and links to online booking, visit www.taiwan.net.tw ‘Accommodations’ or search for hotels on www.hoteltravel.com/taiwan/hotels.htm.

Getting around Taiwan 

By air 

The maximum flying time for domestic flights within Taiwan and between Taiwan and its offshore islands is less than an hour, making air the most convenient mode of transportation between major cities. Domestic carriers operating in Taiwan include:

Far Eastern Air Transport
Booking lines +886 (0) 2-2712-1555 

Service lines +886 (0) 3-398-3170 #8101


Mandarin Airlines
Booking lines +886 (0) 2-2717-1230 

Service lines +886 (0) 3-398-2620


TransAsia Airways
Booking lines +886 (0) 2-2972-4599 

Service lines +886 (0) 3-398-2404


UNI Airways 
Booking lines +886 (0) 2-2518-2626 (07) 791-7977 

Service lines +886 (0) 3-351-6805 +886 (0) 2-2715-6969
By rail 

There is a complete round-the-island rail network operated by the Taiwan Railway Administration.

The main trunk line reaches from Keelung through Taipei to Kaohsiung, and a Taipei-Kaohsiung high-speed railway will be completed in October 2006. 

By road 

Taiwan is covered by a dense network of highways divided into national highways (freeways), provincial highways (both highways and expressways), and county and town highways. 

The western plains are served by a system of north-south freeways and east-west expressways that make medium- and long-distance travel extremely convenient for tourists and other travellers alike.

An alpine railroad – one of only three in the world – stretches 71.9 km from Chiayi to Alishan, rising from 30 meters above sea level into the high mountains at 2,274 meters.

Cars can be rented at service counters in major airports and downtown locations. They also may be rented at international and tourist-class hotels, as well as from taxi companies. Car hire companies operating in Taiwan include Nicecar, Easyrent www.easyrent.com.tw (Chinese website only), and IWS www.iws.com.tw. 

Taiwan update  

News of the latest travel industry developments in Taiwan.

National Palace Museum renovation
The National Palace Museum in Taipei completed renovations of its East Wing in June 2006 and looks forward to completing West Wing renovations by the end of the year, expanding exhibition spaces and updating the museum’s emergency and educational facilities. The museum has remained open to visitors and celebrates its 80th anniversary in 2006. http://www.npm.gov.tw/en/home.htm 

New high-speed rail link 

The Taipei-Kaohsiung high-speed rail, which will provide an 80-minute rail link between the island’s two largest cities, is due to be completed in October 2006. http://www.thsrc.com.tw/en/index.asp 

Home stay guidebook

The Tourism Bureau published a guidebook this year listing 51 of the best home stays in Taiwan. While a decade ago home stays were virtually unheard of on the island, today you can choose from more than 1,200 of these privately run guesthouses in Taiwan. Guidebooks may be purchased at airports and visitor centres across the island or from overseas offices of the Tourism Bureau.

Taiwan Youth Travel Year

The Tourism Bureau has designated 2006 the year of youth travel in Taiwan and created a number of incentives for under-30’s to visit the island. http://youthtravel.tw 

Tsou tribe dance shows 

The aboriginal Tsou tribe will be performing dance shows for visitors of the scenic Alishan area until the end of this year. For more information, call the Alishan National Scenic Area Administration on +886 (0) 5-259-3900 or visit the scenic area's official website http://www.ali.org.tw/. 

Alishan National Scenic Area promotion
The Alishan National Scenic Area Administration has put together a youth hostel privilege package to draw young travellers to the mountains of central Taiwan. The promotion will run from April to December this year. For details please contact +886-2-25787068x1701 or visit http://www.ali.org.tw. 

Northeast coast camping promotion

The Northeast Coast National Scenic Area Administration is offering a special rate for campers until the end of this year. Contact the Northeast Coast National Scenic Area Administration on +886 (0) 2-2499-1115, ext. 221/229 or visit http://www.necoast-nsa.gov.tw/ 

Taiping Mountain National Forest Recreation Area re-opened

The Taiping Mountain National Forest Recreation Area re-opened on 22nd April after 10 months of reconstruction following minor erosion caused by typhoons and heavy rainfall. Taiping is a popular refuge from the summer heat in northeast Taiwan and provides snowy vistas in the winter months.

Resort hotels on Sun Moon Lake
Hotel Del Lago opened in July 2005 and the Chinatrust Hotel is scheduled for a grand reopening in spring 2007.

Taipei hotels
Hotel Miramar Taipei opened in May 2006.

Taichung hotels
The Windsor Park Hotel opened in April 2006.

BeiYi new highway

A new highway connecting Taipei City with Yilan County on Taiwan’s east coast opened at the end of 2005, reducing drive time from several hours to 30 minutes and showcasing Asia’s longest road tunnel, running 12.9km through Mt Syue. Mt Syue Tunnel opened in June 2006.

Tainan-Raanana establish sister cities ties
On July 11, Tainan in southern Taiwan established sister city ties with Raanana, a city established by a group of American émigrés in Israel in 1922 and reputed to be one of the safest in the country. 

Tainan designates 2007 Year of Tourism
Tainan has designated 2007 its Year of Tourism. For information on Tainan tourism, visit http://tour.tncg.gov.tw/english/index.asp 

International Taiwan Birding Association guided tour 6-19 November 2006 
The ITBA are organising a birding tour between 6 and 19 November to focus on the endemic species and subspecies of Taiwan, and the specialities of Orchid Island.  

A secondary focus will be the endangered Black-faced Spoonbill.  

Approximately one half of the world population winters in the Tsengwen River estuary, near the city of Tainan. Email: Jo Ann Mackenzie at j.a.mackenzie@telus.net or Simon Liao at birdsimon0624@yahoo.com.tw.  Web: www.birdingintaiwan.com 

Penghu stone weir fishing festival 14 July to 31 December 2006 

The Penghu National Scenic Area Administration in collaboration with National Penghu University have organised a festival to promote the ancient Penghu tradition of stone weir fishing. 

The Penghu archipelago lies off Taiwan’s southwest coast. The festival promises to bring the ‘twin hearts’ stone weir of Cimei Island to life, a World Monument Watch listed site, and help preserve a dying tradition. http://www.penghu-nsa.gov.tw/02-english/index_en.htm 

72-metre Buddha erected in “Maitreya holy land”
Taiwan’s largest statue of Buddha was erected in Ermei Township in northern Hsinchu County in July, marking the efforts of the World Maitreya Great Tao Organization to build a “Maitreya holy land” in Ermei.
Taipei MRT system extended
The mass rapid transit system in Taipei was extended in July 2006, with six new stops facilitating access to the local temples and department stores of Banciao, a popular suburb in southwest Taipei, and the ceramics centre of Taiwan, Yingge.

Free tours launched from CKS airport
The Tourism Bureau launched a programme beginning in August of free half-day tours from CKS Airport in Taipei for visitors in transit featuring the capital city’s most famous landmarks, the nearby village of Yingge, Taiwan’s pottery centre, and the exquisite Sansia Bird Temple. For more information visit http://202.39.225.132/jsp/Eng/html/news_event/news_content.jsp?id=2687&date=08/01/2006 

Reasons to write about Taiwan 

General areas of interest 

Nature and wildlife 

Taiwan’s natural beauty can be appreciated by visiting the island’s six national parks, which are Kenting, Yushan, Yangmingshan, Taroko, Shei-Pa, and Kinmen. 

The island also offers the chance to enjoy birding, whale and dolphin watching or butterfly spotting at some of its many wildlife conservation areas.

Folk Celebrations 

Taiwan enjoys an annual calendar of traditional festivals and local ceremonies, which give an insight into the island’s culture and its religious faith. More details of these are included in the additional information at the end of this dossier.

Town and country panoramas 

There is the bustling capital city of Taipei, the temples and narrow streets of historic Tainan, the recreational farms of Yilan County and the bucolic fishing villages of the island’s windswept east coast. 

Cuisine  

Local produce is combined with Japanese and Mainland Chinese influences to produce the island’s unique form of Oriental cuisine.

Art and culture 

The National Palace Museum in Taipei houses the world’s oldest and most extensive collection of Chinese art and artefacts. It is considered to be one of the top four museums in the world.

Outdoor activities
With spectacular terrain and a comfortably warm climate, Taiwan’s mountains, rivers and beaches provide a good destination for outdoors pursuits with visitors able to hike or bike, white water raft or surf.

Shopping

Taiwan offers a range of impressive department stores, ‘high end’ shops at the Taipei 101 shopping mall and night markets for bargain-hunters. Prices are generally low and visitors can enjoy tax-free shopping by claiming VAT refunds on their departure.

Major Tourist Attractions

Central Taiwan 

· Sun Moon Lake: http://www.sunmoonlake.gov.tw 

· Formosan Aboriginal Culture Village: http://www.nine.com.tw 

· Taiwan Folk Village: http://www.t503.com.tw 

· Lugang: http://www.lukang.net 

· National Museum of Natural Science: http://www.nmns.edu.tw 

North Taiwan 

· National Palace Museum: http://www.npm.gov.tw 

· Chiang Kai-shek Memorial Hall: http://www.cksmh.gov.tw 

· National Dr. Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall: http://www.yatsen.gov.tw 

· Lungshan Temple: http://www.lungshan.org.tw 

· Yangmingshan National Park: http://www.ymsnp.gov.tw 

· Kinmen National Park: http://www.kmnp.gov.tw 

· Northeast Coast National Scenic Area: http://www.necoast-nsa.gov.tw 

· Taipei 101: www.taipei101mall.com.tw 

South Taiwan

· Kenting National Park: http://www.ktnp.gov.tw 

· Alishan (Ali Mountain) National Scenic Area: http://www.ali.org.tw 

· Yushan (Jade Mountain) National Park: http://www.ysnp.gov.tw 

· Penghu National Scenic Area: http://www.penghu-nsa.gov.tw 

· Maolin National Scenic Area: www.maolin-nsa.gov.tw 

East Taiwan 
· Green Island and Orchid island: http://www.tour.taitung.gov.uk 

· Taroko National Park: http://www.taroko.gov.tw 

· Jhihben Hot Springs and Forest Recreational Area: http://www.taiwan.net.tw http://www.recreate.forest.gov.tw 

Leads 

Ang Lee 

World-renowned film director Ang Lee traces his deepest influences to Chaojhou Township, Pingtung County in agricultural southern Taiwan. http://www.anglee.com 

Daniel Lee 

New York based artist & creator of ‘Manimals’ Daniel Lee fuses the underground culture of NYC with his Taiwanese heritage. http://www.daniellee.com/ 

Taiwanese businessman CBE

Dr Chang Yung-Fa, Group Chairman of the Taiwan-headquartered transport conglomerate the Evergreen Group, was appointed Commander of the British Empire (CBE) by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II in recognition of his services to shipping and British economic interests July 17. http://www.evergreen-marine.com/tuf1/jsp/TUF1_Html.jsp?page=TBN1_060718.htm 

Pau-dull 

Award-winning aboriginal singer Pau-dull has gained immense popularity in Taiwan, combining American folk influences with his own Puyuma heritage. You can sample his music by visiting http://www.tcmusic.com.tw/artist/paudull/Index.htm 

Cloud Gate Dance Theatre
The internationally acclaimed dance company Cloud Gate create interpretations of ancient Eastern mysticism with a contemporary slant. http://www.cloudgate.org.tw/eng/english/cgdt.htm 

Bunun tribal singers

In 2004, Grammy-nominated cellist David Darling recorded Mudanin Kata in collaboration with 23 singers of the Bunun tribe of Wulu village in the mountains of southern Taiwan. The Bunun people have preserved a rich heritage of aboriginal a capella singing; their famous pasibutbut harvest prayer song has astounded ethnomusicologists around the world. http://www.farsidemusic.com/FSD2498darling.html 

Aboriginal fare

Gulu Gulu restaurant in Taichung city offers authentic aboriginal cuisine, daily performances of Paiwan tribal music and aboriginal art exhibits. 

http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/feat/archives/2005/07/01/2003261804 

Sanshia Bird Temple

The exquisite bird carvings and paintings of Tsu-Sze temple in Taipei County, popularly known as the Sanshia Bird Temple, help make it one of the most magnificent temples on the island. www.birdingintaiwan.com http://www.sinica.edu.tw/tit/arts/0297_Temple.html 

Butterfly valleys

Taiwan has been known as the “Kingdom of Butterflies” with over 400 butterfly species and 40 that can be found nowhere else in the world. In May large numbers of butterflies congregate in Yangmingshan National Park just north of Taipei, and in the winter butterflies migrate to the valleys of southern Taiwan like Maolin in Kaohsiung County, a phenomenon known only in North America and Taiwan. 

Mt Maolan tea farm

The Mt Maolan trail around Sun Moon Lake runs past the Assam black tea farm where traditional tea farmers can be seen at work. http://www.traveltaiwan.com/e/g3.htm 

Chiang Kai-Shek’s Hanbi Palace

The famous Lalu resort hotel on Sun Moon Lake was converted from Chiang Kai-shek’s beloved Hanbi Palace, situated in an area of renowned beauty once forbidden to the public. www.thelalu.com.tw 

‘Weather, water, women & wine’

Surrounded by mountains, the small town of Puli situated at the geographical heart of Taiwan is famous for its “four W’s” – mild weather, mineral water, locally produced Shaohsing wine and beautiful women. Other local specialities include floral cuisine, a rare species of hermaphrodite butterfly and the ancient craft of laquerware. http://www.sinica.edu.tw/tit/scenery/0197_Puli.html 

Orchid Island fishing
On Orchid Island, named for its abundant wild orchids, Yami tribesmen hunt flying fish from hand crafted sea canoes. There also are large-scale fishing tournaments. The island is home to rare species of fish and shellfish as well as the Yamis’ preserved aboriginal culture.  http://202.39.225.132/jsp/Eng/html/travel_tour/journey_content.jsp?journey_id=113 

Woodcarving & Feng Shui

Sanyi in Miaoli County is famous for its wood carving industry. The island’s best wood craftsmen can be seen at work in Kuangsheng Village, a museum offers extensive woodcarving displays and nearby Shengxing Railway Station is made of wood, designed on the theory of Feng Shui. http://www.sinica.edu.tw/tit/arts/0696_Woodcarving.html 

http://202.39.225.132/jsp/Eng/html/travel_tour/journey_content.jsp?journey_id=72 

Paper umbrellas of Meinung

The historic Hakka town of Meinung is the birthplace of the world-famous oilpaper umbrella and offers a chance to watch crafts persons at work. There are many small shops in the centre of town, such as the one run by Chung Hsing-jen at 128 Chungshan Road; Tel: +886 (0) 7 681-5358. Chung has been making umbrellas for around 50 years. http://www.sinica.edu.tw/tit/culture/1096_Umbrellas.html 

Snake Alley

Perhaps Taipei’s most peculiar night market, Snake Alley on Wanhua Street is named for its wares. A range of snake products from soup to potions believed to enhance male virility are on offer here, sold by vendors as famous for their powers of entertainment as for their products. 

‘Satisfied feet’ at Zu Man Zu

Zu Man Zu, meaning ‘satisfied feet’, is a massage parlour specialising in traditional foot massage and reflexology, a must-do experience in Taiwan. Zu Man Zu is located at 1F, 79 Xining S Rd, Wanhua District, Taipei.

Father Michelini & the Lan Yang Dance Troupe
Lan Yang is a young troupe (ages 10-18 years) devoted to classical Chinese folk and aboriginal dance, which was founded by Italian missionary Father Giancarlo Michelini along with the Lan Yang Catholic Youth Centre in Yilan County in 1964. Father Michelini is still directing the troupe today and led them on a European tour including their tenth papal audience in August of this year. +886 (0) 2 722-4044 http://www.sinica.edu.tw/tit/arts/0896_Dance.html 

Fo Guang Shan Buddhist monastery & women’s lib

FGS monastery, situated in the mountains of Kaohsiung County, hosts educational programmes, including regular weeklong and weekend retreats. FGS founder Master Hsing Yun is a prolific writer and has worked to improve the status of women in Taiwan. The Order of FGS worldwide includes the largest number of female monastic. http://www.fgs.org.tw/english/index/index.htm 

Media contacts 
International Travel Writers Alliance members should contact the following for information and advice on and support with a press trip to Taiwan.

Members may be asked to provide a biography, coverage secured and/or commission.

Main media contact(s) 

The initial point of contact for journalists based in the UK is Dennis Huang, Assistant Director of the Press Division, Taipei Representative Office, at dennis@taiwan-tro.uk.net or on 020 7881 2675. 

Journalists based in the US can contact one of the branch offices of Taiwan’s Tourism Bureau as follows:

New York Office
Mr Chen-Yuan Chang
Tel: 1-212-867-1632/4
Email: nyo@tbroc.gov.tw 

 

San Francisco Office
Mr Franklin Chen
Tel: 1-415-989-8677
Email: info@visittaiwan.org 

 

Los Angeles Office
Mr Chen-Pao Su
Tel: 1-213-389-1158
Email: latva@pacbell.net 

Journalists based in Europe can contact Josephine Huang at the Taiwan Tourism office in Frankfurt at josephine@taiwantourismus.de or on +49 696 107 43.

Airlines 
British Airways: www.ba.com 

Cathay Pacific: www.cathaypacific.com 

EVA Airways: www.evaair.com 

Singapore Airlines: www.singaporeair.com 

Far Eastern Air Transport: http://www.fat.com.tw/en/Ewebpage_beta3.asp 
Mandarin Airlines: http://www.mandarin-airlines.com/en/exfile_index.htm 
TransAsia Airways: http://www.tna.com.tw/ (Chinese only)

UNI Airways: http://www.uniair.com.tw/ (Chinese only)

Websites

The following websites provide further information on Taiwan in English: 

The Bureau of Consular Affairs 

www.boca.gov.tw 

The Directorate General of Customs 
www.dgoc.gov.tw  


The Taiwan Visitors Association 
www.tva.org.tw 

The Tourism Bureau 


www.taiwan.net.tw 


Travel Information 


www.iff.npa.gov.tw 

Information for foreigners’ 

www.iff.npa.gov.tw 


Reading 
The following guidebooks to Taiwan are available:

Lonely Planet


http://www.lonelyplanet.com/worldguide/destinations/asia/taiwan 

Insight Guides http://www.insightguides.com/insight/iguides_results.asp?sf1=name;eq&st1=Taiwan&pl=1&sort=sectionsort&TAG=&CID 

Rough Guides (forthcoming)

http://www.roughguides.com 

Contacts 
Destination Taiwan has been produced by the Taiwan Tourist Authority and the International Travel Writers Alliance.

The Taiwan Tourist Authority

Dennis Huang, Assistant Director of the Press Division, Taipei Representative Office in the UK at dennis@taiwan-tro.uk.net or on +44 (0) 207 881 2675.

The International Travel Writers Alliance
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides key information in a no-frills format for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

There currently over 6,890 professionals in the Alliance. 
 

Of these 52% are UK and European based, 35% are North American based and 13% from Australia and New Zealand. 

To see the calibre of Alliance members visit www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com and click on writer profiles.
 

In addition Alliance information goes to over 1,000 travel, features or lifestyle editors of UK based newspapers and magazines.

 
Alliance information is also syndicated to 500 professional travel writers through the North American Travel Journalists Association (www.natja.org), 1200 travel writers through the Society of American Travel Writers (www.satw.org), 600 travel writers through the Professional Writers Association of Canada (www.pwac.ca/blog.htm) and directly to 150 members of the New Zealand Travel Communicators (www.travelcommunicators.co.nz). 

Finally Alliance information also goes to over 1,500 travel and tourist industry representative.

For further information on the International Travel Writers Alliance:

Ashley Gibbins

Director General

+44 (0) 776 419 8286

Charo Moreno

Director General

+44 (0) 781 805 2331

Visit: www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com 

Email: alliance@williamjack.co.uk

Further information 

Annual events and activities

	Month
	Location
	Festival or event 

	Jan - Mar
	Sijhou Township, Changhua County
	Changhua Flower Expo and World Cartoon Expo

	Jan - Feb
	Kaohsiung County
	Kending Wind Bell Festival

	February
	Taipei City
	Taipei Lantern Festival

	February
	Kaohsiung City
	Taiwan Lantern Festival

	February
	Taitung County
	Han Dan Festival

	February
	Taipei County
	Pingsi Sky Lantern festival

	February
	Yanshuei Township, Tainan County
	Yanshuei Beehive Rockets Festival

	Feb - Mar
	Yangmingshan National Park
	Yangmingshan Flower Festival

	Feb - Apr
	Hsinchu City
	Hsinchu City Int'l Glass Art Festival

	March
	Neimen, Kaohsiung County
	Song Jiang Martial Arts Troupes

	Mar - April
	Yangmingshan, Alishan
	Cherry Blossom Season

	April
	Taichung County
	Dajia Mazu Festival

	April - May
	Taipei, Taoyuan, Hsinchu, Maoli, Taichung, Nantou
	Hakka Tung Blossom Festival

	April - August
	Penghu County
	Fireworks Festival

	May
	Pingtung County
	Bluefin Tuna Cultural Festival

	June
	Changhua County
	Dragon Boat Races

	July
	Gongliao, Taipei County
	Hohaiyan Rock Festival

	July
	Yunlin County
	International Puppetry Festival

	July
	Yilan County
	Children’s folklore and Folkgame Festival

	September
	Nantou County
	Swim across Sun-Moon Lake Competition

	October
	Taoyuan Air Force Base
	Taiwan Sports Air Show

	November
	Kinmen County
	Wu Island Arts Festival

	December
	Hsichu County
	Flower Drum Festival

	Nov – Jan
	Kinmen
	Cormorant Season Tour

	Dec – Jan
	Taipei
	Taipei Flower Exhibition


For more information on festivals and events in Taiwan visit: http://www.taiwan.net.tw 

For Taipei International Trade Shows by the Taiwan External Trade Development Council visit: www.taiwantrade.com.tw, www.taitra.org.tw or email london@cetra.org.tw.

A few key phrases

	Word or phrase 
	Mandarin - pinyin spelling
	Phonetic pronunciation 

	Hi, how are you?
	Ni hao ma?
	Nee how mah?

	Good bye!
	Zaijian.
	Dzai jen.

	Thank you.
	Xiexie.
	Shieh shieh.

	You’re welcome / No problem.
	Bukeqi.
	Boo ker chee.

	I’m sorry / Excuse me
	Duibuqi.
	Dway boo chee.

	What’s your name?
	Ni jiao shen ma?
	Nee jow sher ma?

	I’m … / My name is …
	Wo shih …
	Wah sher …

	I want 
	Wo yao 
	Wah yao 

	I want to buy
	Wo yao mai
	Wah yao mai …

	No, I don’t want it
	Buyao
	Boo yao

	How much does it cost?
	Duoshao qian?
	Dwoah shao chyen?

	Too expensive
	Tai gui
	Tai gway

	I understand
	Wo tingde dong
	Wah ting duh dong

	I don’t understand
	Wo ting budong
	Wah ting boo dong

	Do you understand?
	Dong budong?
	Dong boo dong?

	Toilet
	Cesuo
	Tse swoah

	Toilet paper
	Weisheng zhi
	Way shung jer

	Airport
	Feijichang
	Fay jee chang

	Train station
	Huoche zhan
	Hwoah cher jahn

	Bus station
	Gongche zhan
	Gong cher jahn

	Luggage
	Xingli
	Shing lee

	Where is the …?
	… zai nali?
	Dzai nah lee?

	Telephone
	Dianhua
	Dyen hwa

	Passport
	Huzhao
	Hoo jow
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