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Destination Vilnius

Destination Vilnius has been produced by the International Travel Writers Alliance with the support of Live Vilnius - European Capital of culture 2009
It provides a media resource for professionals looking to visit Vilnius to write, broadcast or create images – with a particular focus on the city’s Capital of Culture celebrations, which take place through 2009.
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Lithuania

Lithuania is a Baltic country in Central/Eastern Europe. It has a Baltic Sea coastline in the west and surrounded by Latvia to the north, Belarus to the east, Poland to the southwest, and Russia (Kaliningrad) to the west.

Lithuania, Estonia and Latvia are known as the Baltic States, implying some sort of political unity, which is not the case.

Vilnius
Vilnius is the largest city and the capital of Lithuania with a population of 554,000.

The city’s transition from a communist past to western focus began on 11 March 1990, when Lithuania announced its independence from the Soviet Union and restored the independent Republic of Lithuania. 

The Soviets responded, in January 1991, by sending in troops with the Soviet Army attacking the State Radio and Television Building and the Vilnius TV Tower. 

The military action failed and Soviet Union finally recognised Lithuanian independence in August 1991.Since then, Vilnius has gradually erased its Soviet past and the city has grown into a modern European city. 

Many of its older buildings have been renovated and a new business and commercial district is being developed. 

The Old Town of Vilnius is a World Heritage site. Examples of architecture are Gothic (St. Anne's Church), Renaissance (Rulers' Palace of the Lower Castle) and Baroque (Church of SS. Peter and Paul's).

The transformation will gather speed as the city prepares for its European Capital of Culture status in 2009.

The European Capital of Culture programme

The European Capital of Culture programme was launched by the EU Council of Ministers in 1985.

For the city or area nominated as Capital of Culture it provides the opportunity to bask in the spotlight generated by the initiative and to run a yearlong festival of cultural, artistic and heritage events, activities and initiatives.

The Capital of Culture also gives the nominated city or area the chance to boost its profile from a European and world perspective and to use the initiative as a launch pad for a range of longer-term tourist and travel initiatives. 

Live Vilnius 

Lithuania is the first country among the new member states to have its capital nominated for the European Capital of Culture status.

Vilnius will be branding its Capital of Culture programme – Live Vilnius and is looking to use the initiative as a catalyst of city’s cultural life. 

The project is also seen as an integral part of the capital’s long term development of its cultural and foreign policy and the country’s tourism strategy.


The Capitals’ of Culture (2008 to 2019)

2008 
Liverpool (United Kingdom) and Stavanger (Norway)
2009 
Vilnius (Lithuania) and Linz (Austria)

2010 
Hungary, Germany
2011 
Estonia, Finland
2012 
Slovenia, Portugal
2013 
Slovakia, France
2014 
Latvia, Sweden
2015 
Czech Republic, Belgium
2016 
Spain, Poland
2017 
Denmark, Cyprus
2018 
Netherlands, Malta
2019 
Italy


Working with the Alliance 

The organisers of Vilnius Live – European Capital of Culture 2009 are keen to work with Alliance members and other travel professionals who might be interested in writing, broadcasting or creating images in Vilnius.

Key contacts:

For Vilnius – European Capital of Culture 2009 

Visit: 

www.vilnius2009.lt 

Irena Garbeniene

Marketing and Communication Director 

Email:

irena.garbeniene@vilnius2009.lt 

Greta Jansonaite

Communication Project Manager
Tel/fax:

+85 211 2841

Mob:

+85 8 686 55050

Email: 

greta.jansonaite@vilnius2009.lt 


Address: Konstitucijos Avenue 3, 09601 Vilnius, Lithuania.
For Lithuania 

Visit: http://www.vilnius-tourism.lt/ 

Indre Trakimaite
Director 

Lithuanian Tourism Information Centre

Tel: 

+44 (0) 20 7034 1222

Mob: 

+44 (0) 7817 393048

Fax: 

+44 (0) 20 7935 4661

Email: 

Tourism@lithuanianembassy.co.uk 

Address:
86 Gloucester Place, London W1U 6HP

 

A personal perspective

By Ashley Gibbins 

The great pleasure in visiting a destination relatively recently emerged from periods of turmoil is in appreciating and admiring the invariably strong national identity and great national pride of its people.

And their undiluted optimism for the future.

Vilnius, the capital of Lithuania, is a shining example of this.

In 2009, Lithuania celebrates its millennium (having first been mentioned in a German manuscript of 1009) and Vilnius will welcome the world - with open arms - as the EU Capital of Culture.

While Lithuania may have enjoyed a rich heritage, its more recent history has been clouded by pain and suffering at the hands of aggressor nations.

The dawn of the 20th century saw Lithuania part of the Russian Empire until being invaded by Germany in 1914 and occupied for the duration of the Great War.

On 16 February 1918, with Germany defeated, Lithuania declares independence and becomes, briefly, a monarchy before opting for a republican form of government.

Almost immediately, however, Poland disputes Lithuanian territory and seizes a large swathe of the country.

While what remains of Lithuania prospers, political and military storm clouds are building.

Under the Molotov-Ribentrop pact, Hitler and Stalin are dividing up Europe and, in 1939, the Soviet Union ‘gets’ and subsequently annexes Lithuania. 

The deportation of Lithuanian nationals to the Siberian gulags begins but within two years Germany has declared war on the Soviet Union and invaded Lithuania.

During the four years of Nazi occupation (1941-44) over 200,000 Jews - 94% of the Jewish population - are sent to their deaths in the concentration camps.

As the Third Reich crumbles the Soviet Union retakes Lithuania, in 1944, and another 250,000 of the population are sent to the gulags.

Lithuania remains under Soviet rule for the next 50 years.

But while the first nine decades of the 20th century were times of unimaginable pain and suffering for Lithuania and its people, the last decade of the last century and the first few years of this one have offered real hope.

This is no small measure to the courage and conviction of the Lithuanians and their determination to be free of the shackles of communism.

In 1990, Lithuania was the first country to declare independence from the Soviet Union and resisted all attempts to re-impose rule from Moscow.

In 1991 Lithuania was readmitted into the UN, in 1993 the Litas was reintroduced as the national currency and in 2004 the country became a fully-fledged member of NATO and was accepted into the European Union.

All of this has cemented Lithuania's status as an independent democratic republic and strengthened its desire to develop political, commercial and cultural links with Western Europe.  

In the next 18 months all this effort will be focused on preparing Vilnius for its year as European Capital of Culture 2009 - the first former Soviet block country to accorded such status.

Renovation and refurbishment of historic buildings is taking place throughout the city and plans for the events during the year long festival are well advanced.

Equally important, Vilnius is looking to showcase its citizens as the true ambassadors of the city, knowing this is their trump card.

For this is a city that is welcoming in so many ways and with traveller attraction centred within the largest historic old town in Eastern Europe.

A city break to Vilnius provides the opportunity to stroll through cobbled streets and to visit Vilnius Cathedral, the main Roman Catholic Cathedral of Lithuania, and heart of Lithuania's spiritual life. 

The Cathedral is one of over 13 historic churches, which have survived despite the communist purge on religion.

It is also the chance to enjoy fine food and great beer at very reasonable prices.

What repays a visit to Vilnius most, however, is the chance to admire the warmth of the welcome from a people who have suffered more than most of us could ever imagine.

And a people who are using this experience to establish a safe and secure future for themselves and an excellent short break destination for the rest of us.

Particular during and after its Capital of Culture celebrations in 2009.  

Destination update 

Restoration and refurbishment 

Restoration and refurbishment of historic buildings is taking place through Vilnius in order to prepare the city for its Capital of Culture status in 2009.

These include:

The Royal Palace

The Royal Palace of Lithuania was built in the 15th century for the rulers of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. 

It was demolished in 1801 but a state financed replica of the palace is currently being built with an opening planned in 2008.

The Millennium Stadium – reopening in 2009

The Art Printing House – reopening in 2009

This is an art incubator, a place where alternative art is already being produced and implemented. During communist times it was a printing house for propaganda.

National Art Gallery – reopening in 2009

The Bolshevik Revolution Museum is to become the National Art Gallery, where the works of the most famous Lithuanian painter, M.K. Čiurlionis and his contemporaries will be on permanent display. 

The Capital of Culture events and initiatives

A number of special events, activities, initiatives and conferences are already planned for the Capital of Culture.

These are focused under four themes:

· Create: a European art programme

· Communicate: a culture ‘rediscovery’ programme

· Remember: a ‘live history’ programme, and 

· Enjoy: a ‘people’ programme


Create: the European art programme

This will include: 

· New European works of art from a great variety of genres and countries

· A European arts school

· An international opera festival

· An exhibition of the works of M.K. Čiurlionis and his contemporaries, and 

· The Creamfields Vilnius 2009 (electronic music festival)


Communicate the culture ‘rediscovery’ programme
This will be a multi-cultural programme that rediscovers Vilnius and Lithuania as a country bordering the Eastern border of the EU and establishes cultural links with the rest of the world.

Remember: the Live History Programme

This will focus on the heritage of this European city - its contrasts, conflicts and controversies and will include:

· An interactive Museum of Vilnius, and

· A major exhibition: Art of the Cold War Period 
Enjoy: the ‘people’ programme
The ‘people’ programme will focus on events and initiatives by communities and various social groups supported by a special programme fund in 2009.  

All city residents and guests will be able to attend events in public areas free of charge. These will include:

· A European youth festival

· A rock fest on the Belarusian border

· The Taste of Vilnius events and activities 

· A children’s creativity festival, and a

· Subculture festival
Sources 

Websites 

The Capital of Culture 

www.culturelive.lt 

The official Vilnius websites:
http://www.vilnius-tourism.lt/ 

http://www.tourism.lt/ 

http://www.lrkm.lt/index.php/en/ 

Images 

Capital of Culture images:
http://www.fotobankas.lt/ 

Accommodation:

http://www.vilnius-hotels.net/ 

Wikipedia 

Lithuania:
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithuania 

Vilnius:

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vilnius 

European Capital of Culture:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Capital_of_Culture 

Other good sites:

www.visitlithuania.net 

http://neris.mii.lt/homepage/lietuva.html 

http://www.worldinfozone.com/country.php?country=Lithuania 

Guide books

The following publishers have guides on Vilnius and will provide review copies to Alliance members on commission and in return for a reference in the fact box:

In your pocket Guide: 
Vilnius: 



http://www.inyourpocket.com/lithuania/vilnius 
Lonely Planet:
    
Estonia Latvia & Lithuania: 
www.lonelyplanet.com 
Bradt Guides:

Lithuania:
  

www.bradt-travelguides.com 

Getting to Vilnius 

By plane
Most airlines arrive at the Vilnius international airport, which is less than 10 km from the city centre. 

The major carriers are the national airline Flylal (www.flylal.lt) and Baltic Air (www.airbaltic.com). Low cost airlines Ryanair and Wizzair fly into Kaunas airport which lies **Km from the city. 

By train

There are train connections to Vilnius from Warsaw, Moscow, Saint Petersburg, Minsk, Riga and Kaliningrad.

Additional information 

The full name of the destination 

The Republic of Lithuania

The flag of the country 

The flag of Lithuania is a horizontal tricolour of yellow, green and red. The flag was adopted on 20 March 1990 on the re-establishment of independence from the Soviet Union.

The language 

The official language of Lithuania is Lithuanian, which is a difficult language for foreigners to gain even a basic understanding.

English however is widely spoken by younger people and those working in the tourist and retail sectors.

Political set up

Since Lithuania declared independence it has developed a strong and stable system of democratic government.

The Lithuanian head of state is the President, who elected directly for a five-year term and for a maximum of two terms.

The post of President is largely ceremonial with functions of overseeing foreign affairs and national security policy. The President is also the commander-in-chief. 

The unicameral Lithuanian parliament, the Seimas, has 141 members who are elected to four-year terms. 

The economy and currency

In 2003, prior to joining the European Union, Lithuania had the highest economic growth rate among all candidate and member countries, reaching 8.8% in the third quarter. 

Lithuania is a member of the World Trade Organization and the European Union. 

By UN classification, Lithuania is a country with a high average income. The country boasts a well-developed modern infrastructure of railways, airports and four lane highways. It has almost full employment, with an unemployment rate of only 2.9%. 

EU membership has served to fuel still further a booming economy and boosted the tourism sector. 

The litas, the national currency, has been pegged to the Euro since 2002 at the rate of EUR 1.00 = LTL 3.4528.

Lithuania is looking to switch to the Euro on 1 January 2009.

Food

Traditional Lithuanian cuisine includes soups (beet, sauerkraut and sorrel), stews, sausages, smoked meat and rye bread.

Main meals consist of meat (pork, chicken and duck) or fish (eel, pike and herring) served with potatoes and vegetables such as beans, beets, cabbage, carrots, cucumber, mushrooms, onions, radishes and turnips.

Lithuania has a variety of potato dishes including pancakes and stuffed potato dumplings called "cepelinai". Dairy products, especially cottage cheese and curd cheese, are used in Lithuanian recipes. Eggs are used to make a variety of omelettes.

Lithuanians beer (alus) is particularly good and mead is an alcoholic drink made with honey.

Religion 

Lithuania was the last country in Europe to be converted to Christianity.

In pre-Christian Lithuania the oak tree was of religious significance. The oak tree is still a symbol of long life and strength.

The International Travel Writers Alliance
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides key information in a no-frills format for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

There currently over 6,890 professionals in the Alliance. 
 

Of these 52% are UK and European based, 35% are North American based and 13% from Australia and New Zealand. 

To see the calibre of Alliance members visit www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com and click on writer profiles.
 

In addition Alliance information goes to over 1,000 travel, features or lifestyle editors of UK based newspapers and magazines.

 
Alliance information is also syndicated to 500 professional travel writers through the North American Travel Journalists Association (www.natja.org), 1200 travel writers through the Society of American Travel Writers (www.satw.org), 600 travel writers through the Professional Writers Association of Canada (www.pwac.ca/blog.htm) and directly to 150 members of the New Zealand Travel Communicators (www.travelcommunicators.co.nz). 

Finally Alliance information also goes to over 1,500 travel and tourist industry representative.

For further information on the International Travel Writers Alliance:

Ashley Gibbins

Director General

+44 (0) 776 419 8286

Charo Moreno

Director General

+44 (0) 781 805 2331

Visit: www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com 

Email: alliance@williamjack.co.uk 
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