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Destination South Dakota

Introduction 

Destination South Dakota has been produced by the International Travel Writers Alliance with the support of the South Dakota Tourism.

It provides a media resource for professionals looking to visit the state to write, broadcast or create images.

The contents 

· Introduction 

· Key information

· When to go to South Dakota 

· Getting to South Dakota 

· Getting around South Dakota

· News from South Dakota

· Reasons to write about South Dakota

· Media contacts   

Introduction 

South Dakota is a Midwestern state in the United States named after the Lakota, Nakota and Dakota (Sioux) American Indian tribes. 

It was admitted to the Union on November 2, 1889 as is probably best known as the location of Mount Rushmore which forms the focal point for much of its promotional literature and state slogan: Great Faces. Great Places.

South Dakota is bordered to the north by North Dakota; to the south by Nebraska; to the east by Iowa and Minnesota and to the west by Wyoming and Montana.

Geographical areas

The Missouri River runs through the central part of the state with other rivers including the Cheyenne River, James River and the White River. 

Major lakes, all reservoirs, are Lake Oahe, Lake Sharpe, Lake Francis Case and the Lewis and Clark Lake.

The Drift Prairie, which covers most of eastern South Dakota, is a land of low hills and glacial lakes originally called Coteau des Prairies (Prairie Hills) by early French traders. 

In the north, the Coteau des Prairies is bordered on the east by the Minnesota River Valley and on the west by the James River Basin. 

The Dissected Till Plains lie in the southeastern corner of South Dakota. This area of rolling hills is criss-crossed by many streams.

The Great Plains cover most of the western two-thirds of South Dakota and the Black Hills are in the southwestern part of the state and extend into Wyoming. This range of low mountains covers 6,000 square miles (15,500 km².) with mountains that rise from 2,000 to 4,000 feet (600 to 1,200 m) above their bases. 

The highest point in South Dakota, Harney Peak (7,242 ft or 2,207 m above sea level), is in the Black Hills. The Black Hills are rich in minerals such as gold, silver, copper, and lead. 

The Homestake Mine, one of the largest gold mines in the United States, was located in the Black Hills, and was the longest operating and deepest gold mine in the United States.  Homestake Mine closed in 2002 after 125 years of operation, (tours are still available of the mine).  http://homestaketour.com/ 

The Badlands National Park, in southwest South Dakota, preserves 242,756 acres (982 km²) of sharply eroded buttes, pinnacles and spires blended with the largest protected mixed grass prairie in the United States.

Key information  

Area: 



77,121 square miles

Population:
775,933 (U.S. Census Bureau 2005) averaging 10 people per square mile.

German-Americans are the largest ancestry group in most parts of the state, especially in the east, although there are also large Scandinavian populations in some counties. American Indians, largely Sioux, are predominant in several counties and South Dakota enjoys the third highest proportion of Native Americans, behind Alaska and New Mexico.

Capital city: 
Pierre, with a population of less than 14,000 it is the second smallest state capital (after Montpelier in Vermont).

The economy 
Tourism: tourists bring more than more than $600 million across the state, and are the second largest industry in South Dakota.


Agriculture: South Dakota ranks among the top 10 states for the production of hay, sunflowers, rye, honey, soybeans, corn, wheat and cattle.  Agriculture is the number one industry in South Dakota.


South Dakota does not levy inheritance taxes, personal or corporate income taxes or taxes on intangible personal property. The state sales tax is four percent.

Politics 
South Dakota politics are generally dominated by the Republican Party, and the state has not supported a Democratic presidential candidate since 1964. 


Governor Mike Rounds, who was first elected in 2002, is set to secure a second and final term in November 2006.

Time zones:

South Dakota observes both Central and Mountain times. 

The dividing line runs north south roughly down the centre of the state. Daylight-saving time is observed from the first Sunday in April to the last Sunday in October.
Language(s) spoke: 
English

Unit of currency: 
The $US 
Religion(s):


Christian – 91% 





Other Religions – 1%





Non-Religious – 8%

National holidays: 

2 January
New Year's Day Observed

16 January  
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

20 February  
President's Day

29 May

Memorial Day

4 July

Independence Day

4 September
Labour Day

9 October
Columbus Day

11 November  
Veterans' Day

23 November  
Thanksgiving Day

25 December  
Christmas Day
State … 


bird: Ring-necked Pheasant





Flower: Pasque flower




Tree: Black Hills Spruce
  



Nickname: Mount Rushmore State 





Slogan: Great Faces. Great Places




Animal: coyote





Fish: Walleye





Gemstone: Fairburn agate





Sport: rodeo

When to go to South Dakota 

Summer (mid-June to mid-September) has warm, sometimes hot, days and cool nights.

Fall (mid-September - November) enjoys comfortable warm weather through September turning to crisp cool weather in November.

Winter (December - early March) will see cold spells alternating with milder weather. Snowfall is prevalent. 

Spring (late March - mid-June) enjoys mostly sunny days although this is also the rainy season and snow showers are also possible through early May. 

Temperatures in South Dakota can range from the 40s (4C) to the 80s (27C).

Lack of rainfall in recent years has forced the state to set up the South Dakota Drought Task Force in 2004 to closely monitor drought conditions and to implement proactive drought aid. 

Getting to and through South Dakota 

A number of airlines offer services into South Dakota including Delta, Northwest and United.

City hubs include Sioux Falls, Rapid City, Aberdeen, Brookings, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Watertown and Yankton. Visit: http://www.sddot.com/fpa/Aeronautics/general_scheduled.asp 

Two interstate highways cross the state with I-90 running east west and I-29 north south. 

Staying in South Dakota 

Travellers can stay in budget to full-service lodging establishments; bed & breakfasts, cabins, camping cabins and tips are available in some locations.  There are also many public and private campgrounds available.  Visit: www.travelsd.com 

Getting around South Dakota 

A car is essential for travelling in South Dakota. All of the major car hire companies are located at major airports or within the city limits. 

In the Black Hills region, there are several narrow tunnels that visitors need to be aware of, particularly when driving a recreational vehicle, camper, truck or bus. 

Reasons to write about South Dakota 

Major feature ideas:

Mount Rushmore 

Mount Rushmore National Memorial, near Keystone, South Dakota, is a Presidential Memorial representing the first 150 years of the history of the United States of America.

Known the world over it comprises four 60-foot (18 m) sculptures of former U.S. Presidents’ George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln.

The entire memorial, which covers 1,278 acres and is managed by the National Park Service, attracts over two million visitors annually.

The mountain, known to the Lakota Sioux as Six Grandfathers, was renamed after Charles E. Rushmore, a prominent New York lawyer.

The Mount Rushmore carving, rightly seen as a tourist attraction, was started in 1927 and completed fourteen years later.

The Crazy Horse memorial 

Crazy Horse Memorial, the world's largest sculpture, is being created to honour Native Americans and their culture.

It is being carved out of Thunderhead Mountain between Custer and Hill City and 17 miles from Mount Rushmore, on land considered sacred by Native Americans

When completed the memorial will be 641 feet (195 m) wide and 563 feet (172 m) high.

Crazy Horse (1849 to 1877) was a member of the Oglala Sioux Native American tribe known for his great courage and for his commitment to preserving the traditions and values of the Lakota way of life.

He led Lakota resistance to the Federal Government ‘land grab’ of their lands and the Lakota warriors that fought and slaughtered General George A. Custer and his 7th Cavalry at the Battle of the Little Bighorn in 1876.

The memorial was suggested to sculptor Korczak Ziolkowski, a Polish American who was born on 6 September 1908 - exactly 34 years after the death of Crazy Horse, by Chief Henry Standing Bear of the Lakota

He wrote to Korczak, who had worked on Mount Rushmore, with the words: My fellow chiefs and I would like the white man to know the red man has great heroes, too.
The first blast of rock from Thunderhead Mountain took place in 1948 when the site was dedicated to the Native American people. 

Work continued slowly as Korczak refused to accept federal funding, preferring to raise money for the project by charging admission to the monument and accepting contributions of machinery and equipment from private industry.

Korczak continued work on the Crazy Horse memorial with a staggering undiminished zeal until he died of a heart attack at the monument site in 1982. He was buried in a tomb at the base of the mountain. 

After his death, his wife Ruth took over the project with seven of his ten children.

The Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation, with Ruth as its Director, now owns the entire complex.

Long term plans for the Memorial includes a university and medical training centre for the North American Indian and the Indian Museum of North America. 

The Foundation also sponsors a number of Native-American cultural events and educational programs and, each June, hosts a Volksmarch, which is the only time that the public is permitted onto the mountain. 

Visit: www.crazyhorse.org 

Deadwood
In 1874 Colonel George Armstrong Custer led an expedition into the Black Hills and announced the discovery of gold on French Creek near present-day Custer, South Dakota. 

Custer's announcement triggered the Black Hills Gold Rush, which in turn saw the birth of the lawless town of Deadwood, which attracted gold diggers, gamblers and prostitutes in equal measures.

In 1989, following years of economic decline, the City of Deadwood become the third place in the United States to legalise gaming (after Atlantic City and the state of Nevada) and began limited-stakes gambling, 

Since then, over $170 million in public and private funds have been invested in restoring the community, making it one of the largest ongoing historic preservation projects in North America. 

The city now attracts over two million visitors annually who, along with the gambling, look to explore its frontier history and enjoy the surrounding Black Hills National Forest.

A realistic representation of Deadwood’s early history can be seen in the HBO TV series of the same name.

Visit: www.deadwood.org; www.deadwoodhistorylink.com; www.hbo.com/deadwood. 

The buffalo roundup 

The annual buffalo roundup is a rounding up of the 1,500 American bison that roam the Custer State Park.

At their peak, an estimated 60 million American bison (or buffalo) roamed the plains of North America although wholesale slaughter reduced the number to just 600.

Today, more than 100,000 bison exist in North America and the Custer State Park gives visitors the chance to enjoy these majestic beasts in their natural surroundings.

The October roundup moves the entire herd into a system of corrals along the Wildlife Loop Road.

While here all calves are branded and the female calves are tested for brucellosis. 

While most will then be released back into the park, a determined number will be sold to other buffalo parks or for meat. 

The event is a major tourist attraction and an important part of the park's overall buffalo resource management programme. 

Bison Facts
The American Bison (Bison bison) is the largest terrestrial mammal in North America and one of the largest wild cattle in the world.

· Bulls can stand up to 6 feet tall at the shoulders and weight more than 2,000 pounds. Cows average approximately 1,200 pounds.

· A member of the cattle family, bison has cloven hooves and chew cud.

· Early French explorers called the animals "les boeufs" or "oxen." The name underwent several modifications until it became the present "buffalo." Buffalo is now a common nickname for the American Plains bison.

· Tatanka is the name the Lakota use for bison. Historically, the Lakota people relied on the tatanka for food, clothing and shelter. They used hides to make footwear, clothing and tipis. Sinew was used as thread for sewing, and bones were made into tools.

· Bison are plant eaters and feed primarily on grasses. They prefer to move, commonly travelling six miles a day.

· Bison bulls reach their prime at about 6 years old. The normal life expectancy for a bison is 20 years, with some living up to 40 years.

· The bison's most distinguishing characteristic is its hump, a bony ridge caused by elongated backbone vertebrae. Both bulls and cows have horns.

· Although they may seem slow and lethargic, bison can move very fast. They can run at speeds in excess of 45 mph and can turn very quickly.

· Bulls, which are usually solitary or found in small groups, join the rest of the herd during mating season.

The Black Hills Wild Horse Sanctuary
The 11,000 acre Black Hills Wild Horse Sanctuary, home to America's largest wild horse herd, was founded by author Dayton O. Hyde in 1988. 

His mission is to provide a place where wild horses roam free – safe from starvation, safe from thirst and safe from their cruellest predator - man.

In 1986, Hyde saw hundreds of unwanted mustangs crammed into a Bureau of Land Management feedlot in Nevada, and the idea for a sanctuary was born. 

In 1988, with the help of then Gov. George Mickelson, Hyde found the perfect place for mustangs in the rugged range on the Cheyenne River between Hot Springs and Edgemont.

The Sanctuary, which is supported by a host of passionate volunteers, raises funds via guided tours, chuck wagon dinners, sponsorship kits, and donations. 

Visit www.wildmustangs.com 

Custer State Park

Custer State Park is a 71,000-acre state park and wildlife reserve in the Black Hills.

The park is named after Lt. Col. George A. Custer, who led an expedition into the Black Hills in 1874 and who gives, his name to the nearby Custer city and the municipal county within which the city and state park are located.

The Custer State Park is home to a herd of 1,500 free roaming bison as well as prairie dog, elk, mule deer, white tailed deer, mountain goats, bighorn sheep, pronghorn antelope, mountain lions and feral burros.

More than 180 species of birds have been recorded in the park.

It is also known for its scenic drives, including Needles Highway, Iron Mountain Road and the 18-mile Wildlife Loop, and is within easy road access to Rapid City, Mount Rushmore, the Crazy Horse Memorial and Badlands National Park.

Custer State Park has four lodges: the State Game Lodge, which served as President Calvin Coolidge's summer White House; Blue Bell Lodge, which has a Western dude-ranch theme; Sylvan Lake and Legion Lake resorts which overlook sparkling mountain lakes. The park also has seven campgrounds. Visit: www.custerstatepark.info 

George Armstrong Custer

George Armstrong Custer (December 5, 1839 – June 25, 1876) was a United States Army cavalry commander in the American Civil War and the Indian Wars. 

Known for his personal bravery in leading charges against opposing cavalry, he was eventually defeated and killed at the Battle of the Little Bighorn in Montana against a coalition of Native American tribes led by Sitting Bull.

Badlands National Park
The Badlands National Park preserves 242,756 acres of sharply eroded buttes, pinnacles and spires blended with the largest protected mixed grass prairie in the United States.

Within the park, the Badlands Wilderness protects 64,250 acres as a designated wilderness area and is the site of the reintroduction of the black-footed ferret, the most endangered land mammal in North America.

The 30-mile Badlands Loop Road cuts through the middle of the National Park with a string of scenic overlooks, with names like Seabed Jungle, Pinnacles and Prairie Wind - offer photo opportunities.

http://www.nps.gov/badl/ 

The Black Hills National Forest

The Black Hills National Forest stretches for 1.2 million acres, offering hiking, biking and camping in stunning scenery. Find grassy mountain meadows, towering granite peaks, deep canyons, cascading trout streams and clear, clean lakes.

America's oldest mountains rose above the surrounding flatlands 60 million years ago, about the time the dinosaurs disappeared, and even after eons of erosion their granite peaks still soar as high as 7,242 feet to the dizzying heights of Harney Peak. 

The Lakota Sioux named the area Paha Sapa or Black Hills because a thick forest of pine and spruce trees cover the slopes making them appear black from a distance.

The Sturgis Motorcycle Rally  


Since 1938, the annual Motorcycle Rally at Sturgis has attracted motorcycle enthusiasts from across the United States and around the world. 

Based out of this small community in the northern Black Hills, the Rally officially runs for seven days every August with cruising the surrounding hills the number one pastime

What started as a weekend celebration with less than two dozen racers participating in a handful of events including half-mile races, ramp jumps, and board-wall crashes has grown to include motocross races, professional and amateur hill climbs, and drag racing.

The Rally attracts hundreds of thousands, with the largest estimated attendance of more than 600,000 cruising in for the 60th Anniversary in 2000. 

The 2007 Sturgis Motorcycle Rally takes place from 6 to 12 August 2007. Visit: www.sturgismotorcyclerally.com 

South Dakota Scenic Byways

South Dakota enjoys many scenic routes and highways including: 

· Native American 

This Scenic Byway cuts through the heart of South Dakota's mixed-grass prairie as it follows the river's path extending through the heart of the Great Sioux Nation. The route takes travellers through the lands of the Yankton, Crow Creek, Lower Brule, Cheyenne River and Standing Rock Sioux Tribes. There is an abundance of wildlife including prairie dogs, pronghorn and deer. Several tribes also maintain bison and elk herds. 

· Peter Norbeck 
This 70-mile drive offers breathtaking views of some of the Black Hills' most stunning scenery. The popular Needles Highway (SD 87) and Iron Mountain Road (US 16A) are both part of the byway. Needles Highway features tunnels, hairpin curves and slender granite pinnacles. Three granite tunnels on Iron Mountain Road perfectly frame the faces of Mount Rushmore in the distance. Also on the route area series of pigtail bridges, built in the 1930s, which have a corkscrew shape.

· Spearfish Canyon 

Flanked by towering limestone cliffs, this 20-mile route along US 14A, cuts through Spearfish Canyon. A forest of spruce, pine, aspen, birch and oak covers the hillsides while Spearfish Creek flows along the canyon bottom. Bridal Veil and Roughlock Falls are highlights along the route. Summer's lush greenery gives way to brilliant fall foliage.

· Badlands Loop 
This 30-mile drive on SD 240 cuts through the middle of breathtaking formations of Badlands National Park. As the byway follows the natural contours of the Badlands escarpment, it also weaves in and out of the native grasslands full of hundreds of species of plants and animals. Scenic overlooks, with names like Seabed Jungle, Pinnacles and Prairie Wind, offer outstanding photo opportunities.

· Wildlife Loop 
The Wildlife Loop Road (SD 87 and 16A) in Custer State Park takes in open grasslands and rolling hills speckled with pine. Many of the park's wildlife species occupy this area including buffalo, bighorn sheep, antelope, deer, elk, coyote, prairie dog and numerous birds. Also, some of the park's wild "begging" burros live at the southernmost end of this road. This 18-mile route follows the diverse landscape offering views of mountain foothills, prairie meadows and lush streambeds. The park is home to one of the world's largest buffalo herds.

http://www.byways.org/browse/states/SD 

Bear Country USA

Bear Country USA is a leisurely 3-mile drive through a 250-acre wildlife park situated eight miles south of Rapid City.

The three-mile drive through brings visitors into close contact with the largest collection of privately owned black bear in the world as well as elk, reindeer, deer, cougars, bobcats, rocky mountain goats, bighorn sheep, dall sheep and buffalo.

Dr. Dennis "Doc" Casey, and his wife Pauline, opened Bear Country U.S.A. in August 1972 with 11 black bear, one cougar, one wolf, three buffalo and one large bull elk. 

The park is still operated by Pauline and five of her seven children. 

The recently expanded Wildlife Center displays the young and smaller animals and offers visitors a chance to get out of their cars and take a closer look at the black bear cubs and young wolf pups. 

Visit: http://www.bearcountryusa.com 

Wall Drug

Wall Drug, a tourist attraction located in Wall, one of the towns nearest the Badlands National Park, is now a unique cowboy-themed shopping mall with drug store, gift shops, restaurants and attractions.

There is also a western art museum, a chapel, and an 80 foot Apatosaurus (formerly Brontosaurus.

The road to fame started for Wall Drug when a small drug store in the 231-person town that was known as the centre of the middle of nowhere, was purchased by pharmacist Ted Hustead in 1931. 

Business was very slow; Hustead’s wife, Dorothy, got the idea to advertise free ice water to parched travellers. 

From that time on business was brisk. Wall Drug grew into an enormous cowboy-themed shopping mall/department store. 

The Hustead family, who still run the enterprise, were and are acutely aware of the value of self-promotion. 

Billboards advertising the establishment can be seen for hundreds of miles throughout South Dakota and the neighbouring states and visitors to Wall Drug have erected signs throughout the world announcing the miles to the store from famous locations. 

Wall Drug still offers free ice water along with free bumper stickers, signs to aid in promotion, and 5-cent coffee.

Visit: http://www.walldrug.com 

Leads 
The Great Sioux Nation

Sixty-two thousand American Indians live in South Dakota, with most of them belonging to the Dakota, Lakota or Nakota people - collectively known as the Sioux.

Historically, the Great Sioux Nation and the United States had a turbulent relationship with the last great Indian battles, the Battle of Little Big Horn and the Battle of Wounded Knee, fought between these two peoples. 

However, the Sioux and Americans were traditional allies with he Sioux playing a critical part in the settling of the mid-west and west. 

http://www.state.sd.us/oia/ 

Rapid City: a city of Presidents

Rapid City is undertaking a 10-year project titled the City of Presidents, which will see a complete sculpture collection of life, sized American presidents to the downtown area.

Four sculptures are added each year.

http://www.rapidcitycvb.com/pg/dc/index.html 

Dances With Wolves

The 1990 movie Dances With Wolves directed by and starring Kevin Costner as Lieutenant John Dunbar was filmed entirely in South Dakota.

Harney Peak
Harney Peak, in the Black Hills, is the highest point between the Rocky Mountains and the French Alps. More than 70,000 people hike to its 7,242-foot (2,207 m) summit each year. The ashes of Dr. Valentine McGillycuddy, the first white man to climb Harney Peak, are sealed in a crypt at the top of the mountain.

The Homestake gold mine

The deepest mine in the United States, the Homestake gold mine (now defunct) is in the Black Hills of South Dakota, near the town of Lead. Its shaft plunges more than 8,000 feet (2,400 m) beneath the surface. 

The South Dakota State Legislature and governor recently passed legislation giving the mine to the National Science Foundation for use as an underground research laboratory.

www.homestaketour.com 

Evans Plunge

South Dakota is home to the largest naturally heated indoor swimming pool in the world. Evans Plunge, heated from natural mineral springs, is in Hot Springs.

http://www.hotsprings-sd.com/visitor.htm 

The Black Hills

The Black Hills of South Dakota was one of the sites considered for the permanent home of the United Nations.

Hutterites

South Dakota has the largest US population of Hutterites, who originally emigrated from Ukraine in 1874, left en masse for Canada in 1918 following persecution over their pacifist religious beliefs, and partially returned in the 1930s.

Tyrannosaurus rex

The largest and most complete fossil of Tyrannosaurus rex ever found was uncovered near Faith in 1990. Named Sue, the remains are over 90% complete and are currently on display at the Field Museum of Natural History in Chicago.

http://www.travelsd.com/thingstodo/archaeology/ 

De Smet: Little Town on the Prairie

Author Laura Ingalls Wilder moved to De Smet in 1879 at the age of 12. The town would later serve as the setting for five of her books. Visit: www.liwms.com, http://www.ingallshomestead.com/, http://www.desmetsd.com/. 

The Mammoth Site, Hot Springs

About 26,000 years ago, mammoths came to this ancient sinkhole to drink, became trapped in the slippery-sided pool and drowned. To date, the bones of 52 Columbian and woolly mammoths have been uncovered during ongoing excavation at the site, the world's largest concentration of Columbian and woolly mammoth bones. Visit: www.mammothsite.com 

The Southeast Birding Trail
South Dakota is a fine bird watching destination and the Southeast Birding Trail in southeastern South Dakota offers the chance to spot more than 300 species of birds, like the Swainson’s Hawk, Trumpeter Swan and Little Blue Heron, along the trail’s 33 sites. 

Visit www.travelSD.com 

The Native American Scenic Byway
The Native American Scenic Byway cuts through the heart of South Dakota’s mixed-grass prairie as it follows the Missouri River. It also passes through the Crow Creek, Lower Brule, Cheyenne River and Standing Rock Indian Reservations. Along the way there are extensive views of the river from South Dakota’s rolling plains and river bluffs. Tribal lands along the byway have prairie dogs, pronghorn, deer and eagles and several tribes also maintain bison and elk herds. 

The Sitting Bull Stampede Rodeo 


Genuine cowboys and cowgirls compete for top honours at the Sitting Bull Stampede Rodeo in Mobridge, which features steer wrestling, bull riding and barrel racing. Held around the Fourth of July holiday. Visit: www.mobridge.org 

The Northern Plains Tribal Arts Festival  

  


American Indian artists showcase their work at the Northern Plains Tribal Arts Festival in Sioux Falls. The impressive display includes traditional tribal art (quillwork, beadwork, hide painting and parfleche) and contemporary art. Held the last weekend in September. For information: (605) 334-4060. www.aistribalarts.com 

Jewel Cave

The Jewel Cave National Monument contains Jewel Cave, currently the second longest cave in the world, with about 135 miles (217 km) of mapped passageways. It is located 13 miles west of Custer and became a national monument in 1908.

http://www.nps.gov/jeca 

Wind Cave

Wind Cave National Park is a United States national park 10 miles north of Hot Springs in western South Dakota. Established in 1903 by President Theodore Roosevelt, it was the first cave to be designated a national park anywhere in the world.

http://www.nps.gov/wica/ 

Watertown
Watertown is home to the Redlin Art Center, which houses many of the original art works produced by Terry Redlin, one of America's most popular wildlife artists. Watertown also is home to the Bramble Park Zoo, one of only three zoos in South Dakota.

http://www.watertownsd.com/ 

Major events 

The Crazy Horse Volksmarch
The Crazy Horse Volksmarch - a 10K hike up Crazy Horse Memorial in the Black Hills - is the one time each year visitors can walk on the world's largest mountain sculpture. Held the first weekend in June.

www.crazyhorsememorial.org 

De Smet's Laura Ingalls Wilder Pageant
De Smet's Laura Ingalls Wilder Pageant takes place near the Ingalls homestead site. Laura's stories come to life on an outdoor stage, with the prairie as a backdrop. Held the last weekend in June and first two weekends in July. Visit: www.liwms.com 

The Sitting Bull Stampede Rodeo

Genuine cowboys and cowgirls compete for top honors at the Sitting Bull Stampede Rodeo in Mobridge. This fast-paced professional rodeo features categories such as steer wrestling, bull riding and barrel racing. Held around the Fourth of July holiday. Visit: www.mobridge.org 

Sturgis Motorcycle Rally

Bike fever hits Sturgis during the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally, held the first full week in August. Motorcycle enthusiasts (and people watchers) from around the world gather for a week of racing, hill climbs, shows and touring. Visit: www.sturgismotorcyclerally.com 

Northern Plains Tribal Arts Festival

American Indian artists showcase their work at the Northern Plains Tribal Arts Festival in Sioux Falls. The impressive display includes traditional tribal art (quillwork, beadwork, hide painting and parfleche) and contemporary art. Held the last weekend in September. 

Wild Bill Hickok Days
The Wild West town of Deadwood showcases some of the fastest gunslingers in the world, a Wild West Parade and free concerts during the city’s annual Wild Bill Hickok Days in June. 
Websites:

 
www.travelsd.com for general information
www.toursdakota.com for group tour and FIT information
www.mediasd.com for media information and pictures

Also visit: 

www.world66.com/northamerica/unitedstates/southdakota 

www.hm-usa.com/states/sd.html 

www.mytravelguide.com/global/sttravelguide-226401-United_States_South_Dakota 

www.mapathon.com/sd.shtml 

Media contacts 
Alliance members should contact the following for information and advice on, and support with, a press trip to South Dakota: 

Maureen Droz, Trade Sales & Marketing Manager
South Dakota Tourism
711 E. Wells Ave.
Pierre, SD  57501
USA
Phone: 605-773-3301
Fax: 605-773-3256
Email: maureen.droz@state.sd.us 

Support to travel writers
Media on assignments can work with South Dakota Tourism on press trips to the state.

Travel writers are also provided with:

· Access to South Dakota Tourism’s images and video library (photo credit expected)

· Access to the South Dakota travel tape/CD series, which highlights attractions, activities and heritage along major travel routes, and 

· Key literature to support your stories. These include guides, maps, feature attractions and research data on the visitor industry.

Writers can also be added to South Dakota Tourism’s media mailing list and receive updates on key travel and tourism events and attractions within the state.
The International Travel Writers Alliance
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides key information in a no-frills format for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

There currently over 6,890 professionals in the Alliance. 
 

Of these 52% are UK and European based, 35% are North American based and 13% from Australia and New Zealand. 

To see the calibre of Alliance members visit www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com and click on writer profiles.
 

In addition Alliance information goes to over 1,000 travel, features or lifestyle editors of UK based newspapers and magazines.

 
Alliance information is also syndicated to 500 professional travel writers through the North American Travel Journalists Association (www.natja.org), 1200 travel writers through the Society of American Travel Writers (www.satw.org), 600 travel writers through the Professional Writers Association of Canada (www.pwac.ca/blog.htm) and directly to 150 members of the New Zealand Travel Communicators (www.travelcommunicators.co.nz). 

Finally Alliance information also goes to over 1,500 travel and tourist industry representative.

For further information on the International Travel Writers Alliance:

Ashley Gibbins

Director General

+44 (0) 776 419 8286

Charo Moreno

Director General

+44 (0) 781 805 2331

Visit: www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com 

Email: alliance@williamjack.co.uk 

Contacts 
Destination South Dakota has been produced by the International Travel Writers Alliance with the support of South Dakota Tourism.

South Dakota Tourism 

Maureen Droz, Trade Sales & Marketing Manager, South Dakota Tourism on 605 773 3301 or maureen.droz@state.sd.us 
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