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Destination Strasbourg has been produced by the International Travel Writers Alliance with the support of RailEurope and the Strasbourg Tourist and Visitors Bureau. 

It provides a media resource for professionals looking to use rail links to visit the Alsace region and the city of Strasbourg.
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Strasbourg by train
First there were the intrepid railway pioneers who opened up previously uncharted parts of the UK in Victorian times.

Today’s new high-speed rail links from London are the 21st century equivalent - taking tourists to some of the less well-trodden regions of France, and beyond. 

All points north, south, east and west of La Belle France are now accessible in a few hours by train from the UK capital and reachable as value-for-money weekend breaks.

The easterly Alsace region – and its stunning capital Strasbourg – are among the fascinating finds uncovered by the 21st century train pioneers, with the most recent links to the high-speed TGV rail network from Paris.

And with Rail Europe offering excellent discounts for travellers booking in advance, Strasbourg is starting to rival the likes of Amsterdam and Bruges in the weekend break stakes.  

This Destination Dossier offers some snapshots of the attractions on offer in Alsace and Strasbourg.

The Alsace Region
The Alsace region is about as far north-east as you can travel in France without venturing into Germany. Located on the country’s eastern border, 275 miles from Paris and right in the heart of Europe, it is flanked on the west by the Vosges mountains, and on the east by the Rhine river and the Black Forest. 

The upper Vosges, with its majestic forests and peaceful lakes, presents a vivid contrast to the Rhine plains. 

The region’s capital, Strasbourg, is also a place of contrasts, serving up everything from buildings, food and other traditions rooted in medieval times – to ultra-modern cuisine and shopping and a base for the relatively fledgling European Community.

Working with the Alliance 

The following key contacts will be pleased to work with Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one and who would be interested in visiting Strasbourg to feature its arts and cultural activities.

For journalists organising trips to Strasbourg, a wealth of information is available from the city’s Office De Tourism 

email: 
info@ot-strasbourg.fr  

tel: 
03 88 52 2828. 

visit: 
www.ot-strasbourg.fr

Writers planning train journeys from the UK to Strasbourg – or anywhere else in France – should contact the Rail Europe Press Office;

tel 
01732 526729

email press@raileurope.co.uk. 

A personal perspective 
By Lee Lixenberg

A platform to reach the whole of France – and beyond!

Much has rightly been made about the fast new Eurostar service that has dramatically shortened train times from London to Lille, Brussels and Paris – but there have been fewer headlines about the way this has opened up the whole of France, linking up with existing express services from the French capital.

Hot new destinations are now just hours away from London by train – whether travellers fancy a change of climate to the south, a change of culture to the east or a treasure trove of other attractions previously only easily reachable by plane.

The latest fascinating destination now within easy reach of the UK – thanks to Eurostar and the fast French TGV Est line – is the easterly Alsace region, and the jewel in its crown, Strasbourg.

From the small, but beautifully formed, Ebbsfleet terminal in Kent to Paris  takes just a morsel over two hours. 

Then its only a five minute, well signposted walk from Gare du Nord to Gare de L’est – or a couple of Metro stations - for the two and a quarter hour onward journey to Strasbourg, hurtling along at well over 100 mph at various points along the line. 

C’est ne pas dificile as locals would tell you – and neither is arranging the whole trip, thanks to Rail Europe who can organise the whole journey in advance taking account of the best available prices and train connections.

Setting off from Paris, there’s a noticeable shift in the quality of the scenery about an hour into the journey, as you hit the rolling countryside of the Alsace region. 

There’s a big contrast between the earlier relatively bare, flat, open country and the slopes of Alasace’s Vosges area, which arise suddenly, covered with dark, thick forests.

Keep an eye peeled along the way for signs to towns like Saverne and Metz – which are well worth revisiting on a day-trip from Strasbourg. 

The picture postcard Saverne is located near the Zorn and the Marne au Rhine Canal which divides the Vosges in two – while Metz is a Gallo-Roman city, situated in a historically strategic position as a defence point and crossroads of trade routes. It contains some elegant medieval walls and public buildings, but its pride is the Cathedral of St-Étienne.

As the train come to a halt at Strasbourg international station, there’s a taste of the variety to come – with the station’s 21st century facia, modernised for the arrival of the new TVG service in 2007, acting as a backdrop to the city’s Grande Ile, with its medieval waterways and buildings. 

Reasons to write about Strasburg 

If you’re looking for a laid-back, slow-paced city like Amsterdam, but also hanker for the grandeur of somewhere such as Paris, you’ll love Strasbourg.

Sitting close to the borders with Germany and Switzerland the 2000 year-old city offers a blend of Germanic and Latin styles and atmosphere. 

‘Something for everyone’ is a much overworked travel-brochure phrase, but it really does apply to Strasbourg. Highlights are the Petite France area – with its mix of local eateries and coffee houses; the surrounding serene canals; and the 11th century cathedral described by Victor Hugo as a mixture of ‘the gigantic and delicate’..

Then there’s the ultra-modern European Community quarter – with its space age buildings offering a vivid contrast to the medieval city centre.

Most of these attractions are within easy reach making Strasbourg a great location for weekend breaks or even longer if you feel like exploring some of the sites in more detail.

La Petite France

This is the picturesque part of town featured on most the brochures and websites about Strasbourg. Once a district for fishermen, millers and tanners, La Petite France is the place tourists make a beeline for.

Its narrow streets boast half-timbered houses dating from the 16th and 17th centuries, huge interior courtyards, and large sloping roofs opening out onto lofts where animal hides were once dried.

The Covered Bridges  

The Petite France district leads on to the "Ponts Couverts" (the covered bridges). They have kept this name despite the fact that their roofs disappeared during the 18th century. 

They are overlooked by four towers dating from the 14th century, remnants of the town's former ramparts which once guaranteed the independence of the Strasbourg Republic. Immediately after the absorption of Strasbourg by France in 1681, a new defensive ring was built around the town by Vauban.

The Vauban dam

Just a few metres away from the Ponts Couverts, the "Barrage Vauban" (the Vauban Dam - also known as the Great Lock because it made it possible to flood the entire southern edge of the town when needed) was built around 1690 by Tarade based on plans drawn up by the military engineer Vauban. An attractive panoramic terrace has been created at the top of the building, from where visitors can enjoy an impressive view over the town and its canals.

In-spiring Strasbourg Cathedral

The soaring lattice-work spire of Cathédrale Notre Dame overshadows the miniature puppet-like timber houses surrounding it and can be seen for miles. On a good day you can see as far as the Black Forest from the top but be warned – climb the 332 spiral steps before settling down to a sauerkraut lunch. 

If you are there at 12.30pm, slip inside the southern door of the cathedral to see the giant astronomical clock chiming and watch the mini wooden figures of the apostles scurrying across its face.

Cruising the canals

Sit back and see the sights from the decks of a leisurely waterbus around the Grande Ile and Petite France on the River Ill. 

By day, sail gently below the medieval Ponts Couverts covered bridges with watchtowers at each end, or score brownie points with your other half and book a place on an evening dinner cruise for a romantic sojourn on the water. Boats depart from the Palais Rohan near Cathédrale Notre Dame.

Food for thought

Restaurants are around every corner in Strasbourg - some classed as among the best in France. Authentic local specialities are best sampled in the "winstubs", Strasbourg's typical small family-owned restaurants.

Fois gras and sauerkraut are the two centrepieces of Alsatian cuisine, but alongside these royal dishes, many other mouthwatering delicacies appear on menus. These include baeckeoffe, tarte flambée (flammekueche) and spaetzle (a variety of noodle) which accompany fish, in particular the famous matelote, poultry and game.

For dessert, after the full-flavoured munster cheese, there’s as an array of bilberry, plum and apple tarts to be sampled. Without forgetting of course the special cheesecake and the famous kougelhopf.

All of these gastronomic delights need to be accompanied by the correct wine. Although white wine dominates, the choice remains vast and complex, mainly due to the Alsatian tradition of labelling a wine by the name of the vine and not the place of origin. 

This procedure leads to multiple variations depending on the soil, aspect, etc. Riesling, Gewurztraminer, Muscat, Tokay Pinot Gris, Pinot Blanc and Pinot Noir are to mention but a few.

Sumptuous dishes, delectable wines. What else awaits us ? The colourless spirits of the region. From Gewurztraminer marc to the prestigious raspberry, the range is complete and presents a marvellous conclusion to a lavish meal.

And if your only here for the beer? With a rich tradition stretching back to 1260, Alsatian beer is universally recognised. What is more, it succeeded very early on in imposing its quality, allowing it to rival foreign beers.

Musing at local museums

The Palais Rohan - 2 place du Château 

Reservations :  03 88 88 50 50

This houses the Decorative Arts Museum


The Decorative Arts Museum - Situated on the ground-floor of the Palais Rohan, former residence of the Prince-Bishops erected between 1732 and 1742, it is composed of two sections : the sumptuous apartments of the cardinals, and a panorama of Strasbourg's decorative arts of the period stretching from 1681 to the middle of the 19th century (world famous Hannong ceramics, furniture, sculpture and pain-ting, time-pieces, ironwork, pewterware and beautiful gold- and silverwork).

The Museum of Fine Arts - This museum, found on the first floor of the Palais Rohan, features a beautiful collection of Italian, French, Spanish, Flemish and Dutch paintings, ranging in date from the 14th century to 1870. 

The collection includes works of Giotto, Memling, Botticelli, Raphaël, Le Corrège, Veronese, El Greco, Ribera, Philippe de Champaigne, Vouet, Claude Lorrain, Rubens, Van Dyck, Ruysdaël, Pieter de Hoogh, Tiepolo, Canaletto, Largillière, Watteau, Boucher, Goya, Corot, Delacroix, Courbet…

The Archaeological Museum – In the basement of the Palais Rohan, the Musée Archéologique (one of the most important in France based on the scope of its collection) uncovers several thousands of years of the history of Alsace, from 600 000 B.C. to A.D. 800. 

The Oeuvre Notre-Dam Museum - 3 place du Château 

Located since 1931 in the buildings initially designated from the 14th to the 16th centuries for the construction and administration of the cathedral, it features some of the greatest masterpieces of sculpture from the Middle Ages. 
 

The Alsation Museum 23-25 quai Saint Nicolas -  A museum of popular art housed in old Strasbourg residences, it bears witness to traditional Alsatian life: painted furniture, dress, popular ceramics, toys, religious and secular prints. 

The Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art - 1 Place Hans-Jean Arp 

Opened in 1998, one of the flagship sites in the cultural life of Strasbourg. 


The Historical Museum  – 3 place de la grande Boucherie. This museum, housed in the former Grande Boucherie was founded in 1920 with the aim of representing the history of Strasbourg’s urban environment, politics, economy and society through a series of paintings, engravings and other items. 

The Tomi Ungerer Museum- International Centre for Illustration –

Villa Greiner - 8,000 original drawings, several hundred posters, sculptures, an impressive personal collection of games and toys, family archives as well as newspaper articles and other photographs make up Tomi Ungerer’s donation to the city of his birth. Also on display is a selection of the artist’s graphic work.    
 

The Zoological Museum  - 29 boulevard de la Victoire  03 90 24 04 83 -

Offering ‘an array of landscapes -from the polar regions to the shores of lake Tanganyika - and rare and extinct animals’. 

The Museum of Seismology and Terrestria Magnetism - – 7-9 rue de l'Université - 

The Planetarium - 4 rue de l'Observatoire -  03 90 24 24 50 

The Naviscope Alsace (Museum of the Rhine and the Navigation)

Quai des Belges - Rue du Général Picquart -   03 88 60 22 23 

The Strasbourg Pass – and Junior Pass

The Strasbourg Pass is a ‘cheque-book’ enabling visitors to get into a range of attractions at a reasonable price. It contains some free admissions and reductions.

The Strasbourg Pass runs for three days from the date of purchase – and is available at the Strasbourg Tourist Office and many local hotels.

Le Pass Junior 

The junior Strasbourg Pass is for 4-18 year-olds.

The "Strasbourg Pass Junior" runs for three days from the date of purchase – and is available from the Strasbourg Tourist Office and many local hotels.

Strasbourg at the heart of Europe

The choice of Strasbourg as European capital just after the Second World War was not arbitrary, but rather intended as a symbol of reconciliation between the peoples of Europe and of their future together.

Here’s a quick rundown of the European institutions based in Strasbourg.

The Council of Europe, founded by the Treaty of 5 May 1949, on a proposition by Winston Churchill as early as 1942. Today, some 46 countries are members of this club of "pluralist democracies", representing a population of 800 million. The Council is primarily concerned with ensuring that human rights are respected, but also deals with social, educational, cultural, and environmental matters.
               

The European Court of Human Rights is responsible for enforcing individual citizens' rights in member countries of the Council of Europe.
   

The European Parliament consisting of 785 members elected every five years by universal suffrage in the 27 countries forming the European Union.

In 1957, Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg and the Netherlands signed the Treaty of Rome giving birth to the EEC (the European Economic Community). The European Parliament at the time had 142 members elected by the various national parliaments. In 1992, the Treaty of Maastricht established the European Union, and gave fresh powers to the European Parliament.

The European Parliament plays an important role in European Community legislation and exercises general control over its budget and the European Commission. It makes a very real contribution to the political and monetary development of the European Union.

Also :

The International Institute for Human Rights founded by René Cassin, Nobel Peace Prize Winner.

The European Youth Centre.

The European Science Foundation.

The Central Commission for Navigation on the Rhine founded in 1815; this is the oldest international organisation.

The International Faculty of Comparative Law.

Where to stay

Another refreshing aspect of a stay in Strasbourg is the variety of quality accommodation on offer.

Visitors don’t have to spend a fortune for a decent hotel in a great location – ranging from the excellent, small value-for-money Suisse Hotel, which is within easy walking distance of all the main attractions, to major chains, such as Holiday Inn and Sofitel.

More information 

More information about stays in Strasbourg, including accommodation, is available from the Tourism Office.

For further details of train journeys and fares available from Rail Europe, contact the Press Office number given in Useful Contacts below.

Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members on assignment, with commission or who are able to secure one and in return for a credit or review.

Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Contact : Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

www.bradtguides.com. Contact: Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

www.foulsham.com. Contact Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Contact: Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

Insight 

 

www.insightguides.com. Contact : Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

www.inyourpocket.com.  Contact: Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Lonely Planet

 

www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact: Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Rough Guides 

www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.  

The International Travel Writers Alliance
The Alliance
 
The Alliance provides information and support to over 7,200 professionals who travel to write, broadcast or create images.
 
You can see the caliber of Alliance members by visiting www.itwalliance.com and clicking on Members/member profiles. This section is updated weekly.

Alliance services in brief
 

Through the Alliance we can reach and influence professional travel writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters by :

· placing information and images on the Alliance website

· distributing travel information and story ideas to professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers through our bi-monthly bulletins

· producing Destination dossiers, which are detailed media briefings sent to members and used by partners and their agencies for press pack information

· emailing Alliance alerts to members 

· organising Destination networking events (linked to the destination dossiers)

· planning and managing individual and group press trips, and

· staging professional travel writer symposiums in key destinations
AllWays 

 
AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com) is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance.
 
The AllWays package 
AllWays will comprises :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue e-newsletters and updates for AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
· AllWays magazine : launches as phase two of the AllWays development, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility. 
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